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CHANGE OF REFEREKCE. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the following changes of reference 
were made: 

A bill (H. R. 8833) for ihe relief of the officers and crew of the North 
Pacific and Arctic exploring expedition in 1853, lSM, 1855, and 1856-
Committee on Naval .Affairs discharged, and referred to the Colnmittee 
on Claims. 

A bill (H. R. 10524) granting a pension to John Winkler, late a pri· 
· vate of Company H, Fifth Regiment United States Ca?alry-Com­

mittee on Invalid Pensions discharged, and referred to the Committee 
:on Pensions. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Wapello County, Iowa, for same measure-to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, petition of John AI. Fish and 43 others, citizens of same county, 
for same measure-to the Committee on tlie Judiciary. 

Also, petition of John Potter and 42 others, citizens of same cot1nty, 
for the same measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of Star Alliance, No. 1619, of same county, favoring 
the Butterworth option and the Conger lard bills-to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. LEE (by request): Petition on claim of W.W. Goodrich-to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

Also (by request), petition of trustees of the Mount Olivet Metho- _ 
dist Episcopal Protestant Church, Virginia, for passage of Hou.se bill 
8552-tothe Committee on War Claims. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles Also (by request), petition from certain citizens of Virginia. for G~-
were presented and referred as indicated below: veston Harbor improvement-to the Committee on Rivers and Harbcrs. 

By Mr. FITillAN: A bill (H. R. 10959) to remove the charge of By Mr. LEHLBACH: Petition of citizens of New Jersey, favoring · 
4esertion lli:,173.inst Thil'baud Menny-to the Committee on Military Af- the Butterworth or option gambling bill-to the Committee on Agri· 
fairs. . culture. 

By Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina: A bill (H. R.10960) for Also, petition numerously signed by citizens of New Jer8ey, for a 
the relief of Elizabeth Bringle, of Rowan County, North Carolina, widow national Sunday-rest law-to the Committee on Labor. 
of Christian Bringle, a soldier in the war of 1812-to the Committee Also, petition of citizens of New Jersey, for perpetuation of the na-
on Pensions. tional-banking system-to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. LEE (by request): A bill(H. R.1096l)fortherelief ofEliza By Mr. McCLELLAN: ResolutionsofGreenTownshipAlliance, No. 
S. Jones and others-to the Committee on Claims. 15, of Noble County, Indiana, asking for the immediate passage of the 

By Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana: A bill (H. R. 10962) to correct the Conger lard bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. 
military record of Joseph Grattis-to the Committee on Military Af- Also, resolutions of same Alliance, for the immediate passage of the 
fairs. Butterworth option bill-to the Committee on .Agriculture. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10963) t;o grant arrears of pension to William H. By Mr. OATES: Petition of the president and secretary of the Bu-
Sutton-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. reau of tli Charity Organization Society of Newark, N. J., praying for 

By Mr. PERKINS: A bill (H. R. 10964} granting a pension to Maj. the enactment of a law to regulate immigration on the basis therein 
S. R. Coulter-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. named-to the Select Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. SHERMAN: A bill (H. R. 10965-t) granting a pension t;o I By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: Resolutions from Farmers' Mutual Ben-
Lydia F. Moyer-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. efit Association Lodge, Attila, Ill, with reference to harbor atGalves-

By Mr. WHEELER, of .Alabama: A bill (H. R.10966} for the relief ton, Tex.-to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
of the heirB of John Black-"to the Committee on War Claims. . Also, resolutions from William Lawrence Post, No. 538, Grand.Army 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10967) for the relief of the heirs of Henry H. of the Republic, Department of Illinois, for service pension-to the 
Hope-to the Committee on War Claims. Committee on Invalid Pensions. • 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10968) for the relief of W. W. Thompson.,-to the By l\Ir. SMYSER: Petition of 92 persons of the Twentieth Congres- ~ 
Committee on War Claims. I sional district of Ohio, for a national Sunday-rest law-to the Commit-

By Mr. WICKHAM: A bill (H. R. 10969) to remove the charge of tee on Labor. 
desertion from the record of Philip Michael-to the Committee on By Mr. STEW ART, of Georgia: Petition of citizens of Georgia, for 
Military Affairs. Galveston Harbor improvement-to the Committee on Rivers and Har-

-- bors. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 

were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows; 
By Mr • . CLARK, of Wisconsin: Petition of Hiram Smith, Henry 

Sherry, and others, of Neenah, Wis., asking for the perpetuation of 
the national-banking system-to the Committee on Banking and Cur­
rency. 

By Mr. CRAIG: Memorial of Grange No. 928, Ligonier, Pa., in favor 
Qfprotection to agricultural products-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. DE LANO: Petition requesting the retention of duty on su­
gar of milk at 10 cents per pound-t;o the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. FITmAN: Petition of J. J. Sewell and others, for service­
pension bill-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. GIFFORD: Petition of 110 citizens of Charles Mix County, 
South Dakota, for a law prohibiting the importation of liquors into 
States adopting prohibition-t;o the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HANSBROUGH: Petition of citizens of Bellmont, Traill 
County, North Dakota, for the prompt passage of House bill 5978-to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petitions of other citizens of same county, for same measure­
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of citizens of Dundee, Walsh County, North Dakota, 
for same measure-to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of other citizens of same county, for same measnre-
t;o the Committee on Commerce. , , 

Also, petition of.citizens of Cavalier County, North Dakota, forsam~ 
measure-to the Committee on Commerce. 

.Also, petition of citizens of De!'! Lacs, N. Dak., for same measure­
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LACEY: Petition of P. C. Hay le &nd 23-0thers, citizens of 
~owa, for the passage of Wilson's original-package bill, or House bill 
5978-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
~,petition of S. K. Leacoxand 98 others, citizens of Keota, Keokuk 

County, Iowa, for same measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Also, petition of George J. Williams and 15 others, citizens of Jasper 

County, Iowa, for same measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Also, petition of J. W. Alfree and 105 others, citizens of sa.me county, 

for same measure-to the Committee on the .Judiciary. . 
Also, petition of S. V. Sampson and 24 others, citizens of .Agency, 

. -

Also, petition of other citizens of same State, for same measure­
to the Committee on Rivers and Hm·bors. 

Also, petition of other citizens of same Stat-e, for same measure­
to the Committee on Rivers and HarbofS. 

Also, petition of sundry citizens of {Jeorgia, against the Conger lard 
bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. • 

Also, petition of M. Y. ~mith and 10 others, from Campbell County, 
Georgia, asking passage of House bill 7162-to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Also, petition of W. C. Lee and 58 others, of same county and State, 
for same purpose-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SWENEY: Petition of .95 citizens of Hesper, Winneshiek _ 
County, Iowa, in favor of the passage of an act prohibiting the impor­
tation of intoxicating liquors into the State in contravention of the 
laws thereof-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SENATE. 
MONDAY, June 16, 1890 .. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D. . 
The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was :read .and ap· 

proved. -
ALBERT H. EMERY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of 
the House of Representatives disagreeing to the report of the commit­
tee of conference on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
3538) for the relief of Albert H. Emery, and requesting a. further con­
ference with the Senate on tb.e dis~eeing votes of the two Houses . 

Mr. SPOONER. I move that the Senate further insist on its amend­
ment to the bill and agree to the request of the House of Represent.a­
tives for a further conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the President pto tempore was authorized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. SPOONER, 
Mr. HIGGINS, and 'Mr. WILSON of Maryland were appointed.• 

PUGET SOUND COLLECTION DISTRICT. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House ot Representatives to the bill {S. 3163) to reorganize and 
est.ablish the customs·collectio:µ .district of Paget Sound • 

- l 
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Mr. ALLEN. I move that the Senate disagree to the amendments 
made to the bill by the House of Representatives and request a con­
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the President pro temprYre was authorized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. DOLPH, Mr. 
CULLOM, and Mr. GORMAN were appointed. 

TRUSTS AND COMBIN ATIOSS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of the 
Honse of Representatives on the bill (S. 1) to protect trade and com­
merce· against unlawful restraints and monopolies; which was read, as 
follows: 

• Resol'Ved, Tha.t-the House disagree to the report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the House to 
the bill (S. l} to protect trade and commerce against unlawful restraints nnd 
monopolies. 

.Re&olved, That the House further insist on its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate to the amendment of the House to the bill (S. l) to protect trade 
a.nd commerce against unlawful re.stra.ints and monopolies, and ask for a fur­
ther con&rence, with instructions that the House conferees recede from the 
original amendment of t·he House. 

Ordered, That l\Ir. E. B. TAYLOR, Mr. STEWART of Vermont., a.nd Mr. CULBER-
SON of Texa.s be the managers at the further conference on the part of the House. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate further insist upon its 
amendment to the House amendment and agree to the conference asked 
by the other House. . 

In making that motion I wish to say a. word. It has been stated, 
and appears to have been believed in some quarters, that the Senate 
amendment to the House amendment had the effect to repeal or modify 
the provision of the interstate-commerce law prohibiting ooling. I 
wish to say (I think I may safely say it for all the members of the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary, certainly for myself) that the amendment as 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary had no such effect what­
ever, and that it is impossible for anybody who looks at the whole 
section as it would read amended to imagine any such thing. I think 
it is due to the House of Representatives and the Senate to say that. 

I have seen it stated, Mr. President, in a newspaper (and that is the 
only: way I ca.n allude to it, and that is all that I have a right to know 
about it) that the Senate amendment was got through the Senate by the 
influence of railways and corporations, and that the Senate was given 
to that sort of influence, and not much else could be expected from it 
in that behalf. I wish to recall to the ~ttention of the Senate that 
every piece of important legislation in the last ten years or more that 
has-affected great corporations and important interests has been the 
work, so far as I remember, in the outset, of the Senate of the United 
States. The bill which brought the Pacific railroads into some sort of 
obedience to the laws of the United States, and some sort of sense of 
their obligations in respect of what was due the United States, was the 
work of the Senate. The interstate-commerce bill was a Senate bilJ, 
although I believe the House had a bill of the same character as well. 
It is, therefore, entirely unjust for anybody to say anywhere {and per­
haps I dignify it a little too much by alluding to it at all) that any act of 
the Senate or any act of any Senator can be referred to at any time 
which wonldjnstify what I have seen in the newspapers. 

It may be further said, Mr. President, in respect of this very amend­
ment of the Senate, which the House of Representatives has now disa­
greed to and proposes to recede entirely from its own amendment and 
leave the bill as it passed the Senate originally, that the very force, 
and the only force that I have known to be exerted-and I have known 
of it-has been a somewhat organized and persistent and powerful et:. 
fort on the part of railroad and other corporations through well-known 
agentsandinfluences (well known to me) toinduce 13imple-mindedper­
sons somewhere-I am unable to say where, of course-to defeat the 
Senate amendment and to mislead those persons into opposition to it 
by betraying them into the false position that they were defending the 
people in defeating an amendment which the railroads did not want; 
and the railroads and other corporations appear to have accomplished 
their purpose. . 

Now, if the newspapers think they are doing any public good under 
such a state of things, which everybody outside of the newspapers 
knows perfectly well, by imputing to ~he Senate a subserriency to rail-
1·oad or corporate influence in respect to this amendment, or indeed any 
other, speaking particularly now of this which is up, and are not wise 
enough and bright enough to see that the scheme of these great corpo­
rations is brought to bear upon people who do not know any better, to 
fire them up with the idea that the railroads do want it and get them 
to vote against it, when, as I say, to my personal knowledge the ex­
ertion of very potent but ineffectual railway influence with me and 
with others that I know of has been tried, but it was to accomplish 
exactly the thing that the House of Representatives, not subservient I 
suppose to railroads, but hungry for the public good, has done. 

I think myself that this amendment of the House was wholly un­
necessary, but the original bill as it passed the Senate was adequate to 
cover every cMe over which Congress had power, and broad enough to 
include every case of wrongdoing of any kind of that nature. So if 
the House of Representatives, led or misled by rail way influence, wishes 
to retreat from its position altogether, I CQ not know that I shall have 

any objection; but I thought it due to the Senate and to the committee 
to say thus much. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I should like to ask the Senator from Vermont 
what section of the interstate-commerce act it is proposed by thi~ bill to 
amend? 

Mr. EDM'(TNDS. Not any section. 
Mr. PADDOCK. Ah! 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It was an effect, it was said. 
Mr. VEST. Mr. President, when the trust bill, as it is called, was 

pending before the Judiciary Committee prior to its being reported to the 
Senate, I was under the impression that the bill could have been made 
much more effective and valuable in the direction which all of us were 
pursuing if an additional section had been put to it specifically attack­
ing the practice of destroying competit.ion in the rates of transportation 
as to interstate commerce. A majority of my colleagues upon that com­
mittee were under the impression that the bill without that provision 
was sufficiently stringent, and I yielded my opinion to theirs upon that 
subject. The courts must at last construe this bill, because we are . 
entering upon a new and untried field of legislation, and I was under 
the impression that. the courts would construe the original bill as being 
sufficiently effective in prohibiting those pooling arrangements by which 
the prices of transportation to the people at large were kept up to ruin­
ous and dangerous rat~. 

Wben the bill went to the House of Representatives a provision was 
put upon it, crudely drawn, imperfect in its language, but the object 
of which was to strike specifically at the evil; and when it came back 
to the Senate I was under the impression that with a modification of 
that provision as to its language and structure the amendment ()ught 
to be adopted. It could not possibly, in my judgment, have done any 
harm, and it might have done a vast amount of good. The Committee 
on the Judiciary came to the conclusion that the amendment of the 
House was unnecessary. I was appointed one of the conferees, but was 
unable to agree with -the other two conferees on the part of the Senate 
in the con~lusions which were reached. I am under the impression 
that the following provision, which I intended, if opportunity had 
come, to have offered in the Senate, would strengthen the bill: . 

Every contract, combination in the form of trust or otherwise, or conspiracy 
entered into for the purpose of preventing competitio11 in the sale or purchase 
of any commodity while the subject of interst.ate commerce, or to prevent com­
petitidn in the transportation of persons or property from any State or Territory 
to another, or from any State or Territory to the District of Columbia, or from 
the Uistrict of Columbia to a.ny State or Territory, except such contracts or al[ree­
ments in regard to transyorta.tion as may be approved by the Interstate Com­
merce Commission, shal be deemed unlawful within the meaninK of this act. 
Nothing herein shall be deemed or held to impair the powers of the several 
States in respect of any of the matters in this act mentioned. 

If that amendment had been placed upon the bill, in my opinion it 
would have put the meaning of this legislation beyond any question. 
It would have made a salient issue between a great evil which now ex­
ists in this country and the Congress of the United States representing 

·the people. It goes without saying, with our knowledge oftbepresent 
transportation sygtem of the United States, that railroad companies do 
by combination, unlawfully, in my opinion, fix the price of rates to 
suit themselves, without regard to the public at large or to the con­
sumers of the· country. If our bill with all its provisions be worth any­
thing, it is to strike down that sort of unlawful conspiracy against the 
people of the United States. As I said before, sir, I hope that the courts 
will construe the original bill as sufficient to do away with this mon­
strous evil, but it is certainly to be desired that Congress should be so 
explicit on the subject as to their intent in this legislation that there 
can be no question in regard to their intent. 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to what has been said in another part 
of this Capitol as to the influence of railroads upon our legislation, to 
which the Senator from Vermont, the chairman of our committee, bas 
alluded, I have this to say: As a matter of course it would be undig­
nified and unparliamentary to indulge in recrimination in reply to such 
statements as these, but I can not resist the temptation of saying that 
withiri my personal knowledge one bill has passed the Senate repeat­
edly, a bill which simply provided for the governmentofapublic park 
belonging to the people of the United States, and when that bill has 
gone to the House of Representatives it has been repeatedly defeated 
because the Senate would not agree that a railroad corporation should 
be permitted to construct its railroad through that park. If railroad in­
fluences be pot~nt in this Capitol, there is a. glaring and conspicuous 
example of the iron hand of corporations grasping the legislation of this 
country for their own private purposes. 

I was never approached about this subject except, after the amend· 
ment of the House had been adopted, by a friend conneeted with a large 
railroad system in the United States, who objected to that amendment 
because he said it would prevent railroads from making legitimate rates 
by agreement ns between themselves. My reply to him then was, and 
my reply now is, that there never has been known a case in which rail­
roads ever combined except for their own benefit. It is safe to assume, 
without making any attack upon them, that there are no interests in 
this country so well provided for by the exertions of their attorneys 
and the influence of their wealth, by their appeals to sectional and 
oth~ interests, as the railroad companies in this country. It will al­
ways be so, and it is, in my judgment, impossible that the Congress of 
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the United States inside of the Constitution mngo far enough to make 
any of their legislation immoderate or unjust when we are attempting 
to protect the interests of the. people. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. President, this is a very important bill, and I 
would.inquire--

Mr. BLAIR. What is the question before the Senate? Upon a con-
ference report ? _ 

The PRESIDENT pro te1npore. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from Vermont that the Senate still further insist upon its 
amendment to the amendment of the House and agree to the request 
for a further conference thereon. It is a privileged question. · The Sen­
ator from Texas bas the floor. • 

Mr. REAGAN. I merely wanted to inquire if it would not be bet­
ter to have the report printed. Then we can be able to see it. It is a 
very important matter, and I think we ought to be able to know what 
we are voting on, as certainly we do not now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. All we are voting on now is simply to agree to 
the request of the Honse of Representatives to have further conference 
on the subject. 

Mr. REAGAN. Very well. 
The PRESIDENT J»·o te1npore. The question is on the motion of the 

Senator from Vermont. 
The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the President pro tempore was authorized to 

appoint the managers of the further conference on the part of the Sen­
ate, and Mr. 'EDMUNDS, Mr. HoAB, and Mr. VEST were appointed. 

COURT OF CLAIMS REPORT. ..._ 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communi­

cation from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting 
findings filed by that court in the case of E. N. Fish & Co. and other 
causes; which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Com­
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND l\!El\IORIALS. 
Mr. PIERCE presented a resolution of Farmers' Alliance No. 21, of 

Guelph, N. Dak., praying for the passage of the bill known as the Con­
ger lard billi which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

He also presented a petition of Farmers' Alliance No. 21, of Guelph, 
N. Dak:., praying for the passage of what is known as the Butterworth 
option bill; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry. 

· Mr. PIERCE. I present resolutions of the North Dakota Baptist 
.Association, embracing 27 churches, convened at La Moure, N. Dak., 
in which they say that "we urge upon our Representatives in Con­
gress to insist upon such Congressional enactments as will guaranty 
to the State of North Dakota, and every other State in the Union, the 
right to enforce a prohibitory law enacted by a. majority vote of the 
people or by legislative enactment." 

I move that the resolution lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMERON presented a petition ot:the Union Prohibitory League, 

the Christian Temperance League, and the Woman's Christian Tem­
peranceUnion,ofChesterCounty,Pennsylvania, prayingforFederalleg­
islation toprotectStateliquorlaws; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TURPIE presented a petition of the Republican convention of 
the Ninth Congreseional district of Indiana, praying for the erection of 
a monument to mark the site of the Tippecanoe battle-ground; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CA:RLISLE presented the petition of Hosea W. Groome, of Des 
Moines, Iowa, praying to be allowed an in crease of pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented additional papers to accompany sM:i.ate bill 3977, 
granting a pension to Henry Cook; which were referred to the Com­
mitt.ee on Pensions. 

Mr. DA WES presented a petit.ion of W. L. Rodman Post, No. 1, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of New Bed!ord, Mass., praying for the transfer 
of the revenue-cutter service to the Navy Department; which was or­
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of the Retail Grocers' .Association, of 
Boston, Mass., praying for the admission of free raw sugar up to No. 
16 Dutch standard, with a protection t-0 refiners on refined grades not 
exceeding 1 cent a pound, and a bounty to American sugar-growers not 
e;x.ceeding 2 cents a pound; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. VOORHEES presented a petition of the Military Order of the 
Loyal Legion of the United States, signed by Maj. Gen. Lew Wallace, 
praying for a speedy, complete, and accurate publication of the Official 
War Records of the Rebellion; wpich was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. -

He also presented the memorial of Barton Sewell, president of the 
National Smelting and Refining Company, of Chicago.'ID., remonstrat­
ing aaainst the imposition of a tariff duty on lead ore; which was re­
ferred to the Commi,ttee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens ot Evansville, Ind., praying 
for the enactme~t of a law limiting the hours ~of labor of clerks and 

others in first and second class post-offices to eight hours a day, with a 
full day's wages therefor; which was referred to the Commiifee on Post­
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of Farmers' Alliance No. 8, of Allen 
County1 Indiana, remonstrating againstthe manufacture or sale of conn.: 
terfeit or compound lard; which was referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a memorial of Farme~ Alliance No. 8, of Allen 
County, Indiana, remonstrating against dealing and gambling in agri­
cultural and fa.rm products; which was referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a memorial of the Indianapolis (Ind.) Brewing 
Company, remonstrating against an increase of tariff duties on hops; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. REAGAN presented a petition of citizens of Marshall, Tex., 
praying that eight hours shall constitute a day 's work for clerks in first 
and second class post-offices; which was referred t-0 the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. -

Mr. SA WYER presented the petition of Robert Estabrook, of Fond 
du Lac, Wis., praying to be allowed a father's pension; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MOODY presented petitions of citizens of Hughes, Charles Mix, 
Hanson, Grant, and Codington Counties, in the State of South Dakota, 
praying for the passage of a law making it unlawful to import intoxi­
cating liquors into any St.ate or Territory contrary to the laws thereof; 
which w~re ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DIXON presented the petition of Silas C. Weller and 68 other8, 
citizens of Rhode Island, praying for the proposal of a constitutional , 
amendment prohibiting the manufacture, importation, exportation, 
-transportation, and sale of all alcoholic liquors as a beverage; which 
was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. MANDERSON presented petitions of Farmers' Alliances of Bird­
wood, Lincoln County, Nebraska, of Phelps County, Nebraska, and of 
Sherman County, Nebraska, praying for the passage of the Conger lard 
bill; which were referred to theCommitteeonAgricultureand Forestry. 

He also presented petitions of Farmers' Alliances of Birdwood, Lin­
coln County, Nebraska, and of Sherman County, Nebraska, praying 
for the passage of the Butterworth option bill; which were referred to 
the Committee on .Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of lt1. Tiebig & Brother and 
96 others, citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio; praying for a reduction in the 
tariff on tobacco from the rate proposed in the McKinley bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of the members of the Congregational 
Church of Atwater, Ohio, praying for ~he enactmentof1awstoprevent 
theCfll'ryingthrough the mailsofobsceneliterature; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL. I present sundry petitions from Ohio, Pennsylva­
nia, New York, and Vermont, praying that no duty shall be imposed 
npon tin. Some of these petitions do not indicate what place or State 1 

they come from. They all appear to have been sent out in obedience 
to the G. H. Grimm Manufacturing Company, ofHudson, Ohio. It 
calls the attention of maple-sugar makers, as follows: 

Your interests a.re in danger. Will you submit to being pulled and plucked 
under the forms of law without uttering an earnest protest? 

The petitions are sent out with printed envelopes; they are printed 
petitions, all alike; and returned alike. 

I move that the petitions be referred to-the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. EV...A.RTS presented a petition of 75 citizens of the St.ate of New 

York, praying for the passage of a national Sunday-rest law; which 
was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a. petition of 42citizens ofHorseheads, N. Y., pray­
ing for the passage of the pending tariff bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, presented the petition of Messrs. Meyers 
& Ball, S. B. Carpenter, and other citizens of Helena, Ark., praying 
for .certain legislation with regard to the duty on tobacco; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. VEST presented a petition of the Greeley Burnham Grocer Com­
pany and other grocery companies of St. Louis, Mo., praying for a re­
bate on all original packages of sugar in the hands of dealers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. • 

l\Ir. PAYNE presented a petition of 157 citizens of the State of 
Ohio, praying for the passage of a national Sunday-rest law; which 
was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. HALE presented resolutions of the Penobscot Conference of Con­
gregational Churches in Maine, approving the enactment of a law per­
mitting the States to control the sale of intoxicating liquors within 
their own borders; which were ordered to lie on the table. • 

i.µ. TELLER presented a. petition of citizens of Lamar, Colo., and 
a petition of citizens of Piketon, · Mo., praying for the froo coinage of 
silver; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Yuma, Colo., praying for 
a complete system of levees on the Mississippi River; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

f. 
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Mr. PLATT presented the petition of Comstock, Ferre & Co.i and 
other firms of Milford, Conn., praying for an increase of duty on seeds; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

REPORTS OF Co::\nnTTEES. 

asking that question.- He states that the amount which is given here 
will cover all the payments that are needed for the year ending June 
30, 1890, and gives the estimates and the manner in which they are 
arrived at. 

Mr. COCKRELL. So that this will wind up the pension appropria­
tions for the fiscal year 1890? 

Mr. PAYNE. I submit from the Committee on Foreign Relations Mr. HALE. This will wind up the pension appropriations for the 
a report on the joint resolution (S. R. 66) authorizing Commander Den· year. 
nis W. Mullan, United States Navy, to .accept the medal presented to .Mr. COCKRELL. This being the second deficiency we have pro· 
him by the Chilian Government, which was under discussion on Sat· vided for, I was anxious t-0 get the exa-ct amount necessary to be appro-
urday. I ask that the report and accompanying letters may be printed. · t d d b d · h · H th s to th 1 tt fr th c 

TbePRESIDENTprotem-nore. Therenortandaccompanyingpapers pna e an e. one wit it. as e ena: r ~ e er om e om-
'.J:' A' missioner of Pensions? 

will be printed, if there be no objection. Mr. HALE. I have the ietter. 
Mr. P .A.DDOCK, from the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, Afr. COCKRELL. I should like to have it read. 

submitted a report tu accompany the bill (S. a991) for preventing Mr. HALK I will have it inserted in the RECORD. 
adulteration and misbranding food and drugs, and for other purposes, Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator from Maine inform us what the 
heretofore reported by him. aggregate amount of the appropriations for this fiscal year will be on 

Mr. EV ARTS, from the Committee on the Jndiciary, to whom was account of pensions when this deficiency bill is passed? 
referred the bill {S. 3555) to increase the compensation of the a....c:tSistants Mr. HALE. The regular annual appropriations for this fiscal year 
to the attorney of the United States for the District of Columbia, and amount to $98,427,461. 
to amend section 907 of the Revised Statutes of the United States re- Mr. ALLISON. For next year, the Senator means. 
lating to said District, reported in with an amendment. Mr. HALE. For this year. In the urgent deficiency bill $21,613,-

Mr. TELLER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 009 · d Th bill · t~ ted 
referred the amendment offered by himself on March 24, intended to were appropriate · e present carries ne amount sta , 

which the Secretary will be good enough to re!d. 
be proposed t-0 the deficiency appropriation bill concerning payment to Mr. COCKRELL. It is $3, 708,898.35. 
Robert Berry, of Leadville, Colo., reported it favorably and moved its Mr. HALE .. Those together make the aggregate. 
reference to the Committee on Appropriations, and that it be printed; Mr. COCKRELL. Did I understand the Senator to say that the 

w~fcr~ ;~WJ,ei! the Committee on Public Lands, reported a bill first appropriation was $98,000,000 and then $21,000,000, and then 

(S. 4090) to relieve purchasers of and to indemnify certain States for $3~~~·~~RIS. That was the statement. 
swamp and overflowed lands disposed of, and for other purposes; which l't1r. HALE. The first appropriation bill that was passed for the last 
was read twice by its title. year-I have the figures here-was $81, 758, 700 • 

.Mr. PLUMB. The adoption of this substitute by the committee Mr. COCKRELL. That was the reMOn why I called the Senator's 
rende.rS unnecessary the further consideration of three Senate bills on attention to it. He said it wns $98,000,000,which would make a vast 
the same subject, which I send to the desk, which the committee rec· addition. 
om.mend be indefinitely postponed. ' Mr. HALE. That sum included other items. The original appro-

The following bills were postponed indefinite1y: priation bill was $81, 758, 700, and the second appropria'lfon $21,598,-
A bill (S. 673) for the relief of purchasers and other grantees of the 834, and the present bill $3, 708,898, making in all $107,066,432 and 

United States of certain swamp and overflowed .lands, and to .reim· odd ts. 
d · d mnif ~~;~Stat cen burse ~n m e Y cerLalll. es; Mr. HARRIS. What is the agg:regate in millions? 

~bill (S.1018) for t~e relief of purchasers and othergranteesof~he 1\fr. HALE. It is $107,066
1
432 and odd cents. The figUl'es that I 

Umted St~tes of ~ertam ~wamp a~d overflowed lands, and to reim- I first gave, $98,000,000, do not apply to this bill. The Senator from 
burse ~nd mdemnify cer1'.8m States, and . . . Iowa was right in that regard. 

A bill (S.1055) to r~eve purchasers _of and to mdemnify certam The bill· was ordered to a third reading read the third time and 
States for swamp and overflowed lands disposed. of, and for other pur· passed. , ' 
poses. . . Mr. HALE. I ask that the letter of the Commissioner of Pensions 

Mr .. SPOONER, from the Commlttee 0 ?" C~IIDS, repor~ed an aID:en~· to which I have referred may be printed in the RECORD. 
~ent mten~ed. to b~ prop~ed to the legislative, execu~ive, and JUdl· The PRESIDENT p1·0 tempore. That order will be made, in the ab-
c~ 3'.ppropnation bill; which ~as referred_ t-0 the Committee on Appro- sence of objection. 
pnat1ons, and ordered to be prmted. The letter is as follows: 

PENSION AND CENS.US DEFICIENCIES. 

Mr. HALE. From the Committee on Appropriations I report with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 10906) making appropriations to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the payment of pensions and for 
the expenses of the Eleventh Census for the fiscal year 1890, and for other 
purposes, which I ask may be now considered. · 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Senator from Maine state 
whether any action is to be ta.ken upon the various entrie$ that are 
made on this bill? It seems to be written over and interlined. 

l\1r. HALE. The clerk of the Committee on .Appropriations prepared 
the amendments. The firat is a matter of form, making the language 
of an appropriation more definite. The clerks at the desk will readily 
see what the amendment is, I think. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerks may see, but the Chair 
can not. The Chief Clerk will report the amendment. [A pause.] 
The Chief Clerk announces that he can not. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Chief Clerk please send the bill to me? 
[The bill was sent to Mr. HALE.] 
Mr. HALK The form is correct in the original House bill, I see. 

There is 'no necessi.ty for any amendment. 
The bill was repo'tted to the Senate without amendment. 
l'tlr. COCKRELL. I thought there were some amendments to the 

bill that had been adopted in the Committee on Appropriations. 
Mr. HALE. On examing the bill I find the form of the. House bill 

is correct with reference to the appropriations, and there are no amend· 
ments needed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Did the chairman of the subcommittee receive 
any information in regard t-0 whether the amount here appropriate4 will 
be absolutely sufficient to meet the expenditures of the current year for 
pensions? There was a question as to whether the amount contai.fted 
in this bill would cover all actual deficiencies. 

Mr. HALE. I have the letter from the Commissioner of Pensions, 
which was written at my request, upon thesuggestionofthecommittee, 

..._ . 
" . 

DEPART11IENT OF THlll INTERIOR, Bumu.u OF PENSIONS, 
Washington, D. 0., J1,1,ns 14, 1890. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
even dat.e relative to the deficiency now existing in the a.:ppropriation for the 
payment of pensions during the current fiscal yea-r, and in response to hand 
you herewith a statement prepared in this bureau and showing by a close esti­
mate that 53,708,898.35 will be needed, and immediately, for the purpose stated. 

I am of opinion that sa.id amount will be sufficient to meet the requirements 
in all cases issued, and in which vouchers shall be executed during the present 
month, the last of the present fiscal year. 

Very respectfully, 

Ilon. EUGEh"E HALE, 
United States Senate. 

•. BILLS INTRODUCED. 

GREEN B. RA.UM, 
Oom.missioner o! Pen$ions. 

Mr. DA WES introduced a bill (S. 4091) authorizing the President to 
appoint and retire NATHANIEL P. BANKS as a major-general in the 
United States Army; which was read twice by its titlet and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Milit.ary Affairs. 

Mr. DA WES. I ruik leave out of order to introduce in connection 
with that bill a petition from members of the Massachusett.s Legisla· 
ture. It is signed by all the senators and nearly every one of the 
membersofthehouseofrepresentativesoftheMassachusettsLegislature 
in aid of that bill. I niove it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (S. 4092) granting an increase of 

pension to William J. Gregory; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. POWER introduced a. bill (S. 4093) to amend section 837 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United Sta~s; whicJ:i was read twice by ltB 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SHERMAN introduced a. bill (S. 4094) for the relief of John 
Sachs and Frederick Rhine; which was read twice by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 4095) for the relief of Samuel B. Kep­
ner; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs • 

j 
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Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, introduced a. bill (S. 4096) for the relief of 
William W. Burns; which was read twice byitstitle, and referred tothe 
Committee on Claims. 

Mc DANIEL (for Mr. BABBOUR) introduced a bill {S. 4097) for the 
relief of Mrs. Agnes B. Jeter; which was read twice by its title, and re­
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

1.Ir. BLAIR. !introduce ajoj.ntresolutionrequestingthe President 
to invite an int.emational conference to meet in Washington, with a 
view to the formation of an international alliance for the suppression 
of slavery and the slave trade, of the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
:fire-arm§, and destructive substances with uncivilized peoples, and to 

, promote the establishment of schools of COJ?'.lmon knowledge, !l'rt, and 
industry among them; also, to secure the disarmament of nations and 
the organization of int.ernational courts. I desire to address t~e ~en­
ate upon this joint resolution at a later time. If there b.e no obJect1on, 
I will ask that the joint resolution be read in full and· lie on the table 
for the present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hamps];iire 
introduces a joint resolution, which will beread atlength thefi.rsttlfile 
if there be no objection. . . . . 

The joint resolution (S. R. 101) i:equestin~ the Pr~dent ~ mv1te an 
international conference to meet m W ashrngt.on, with a view to the 
formation of an international alliance for the suppression of slavery and 
the slave trade; of the traffic in intoxicating liquors, fire-arms, and de­
structive substances with uncivilized peoples, and to promote the es­
tablishment of schools of common knowledge, art, and industry among 
them; also: to secure the disarmament of nations and the Ol'ganization 
of international courts, was read the first time at length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and Hou.se of Representatfoes of the Unit~ Slates of A'"!'f!r­
ica in Congress assembled, That the President be requested t-0 mvite all foreign 
powers with whom the United States maintains diplomatic relations to d~signate 
representatives to meet with those oftbe United States, not e:ir:ceedin.g ten m ~rnm­
ber1 to be appointed by the Presi~ent, for the purpose of holding an mterna.tional 
conference in the city of Washington on the first Monday of Febi:uary, A. D. 
1891, with a view to the formation of an internation.al alliance which shall be 
valid and binding upon those powers who shall ratify and agree to the same, 
the objects of which alliance shall be: . . . 

First. To suppress the crime of kidnaping and the slave-!rade withm the 
limits of the continent of Africa, and to destroy the traffic m the liberty of 
human beings and the institution of slavery in all parts of the world. 

Second. To regulate and suppress the traffic in intoxicating liquors and other 
noxious substances, and also in fire-arms, gun~owder, and the mean:s ?f destruc­
tion between so-called civilized men and nations and other ~esa c1~1lized peo­
ples especially with tho inhabitants of the continents or Africa, Asia, and the 
LSla~ds of the sea and also to promote among them the establishment of schools 
ot common kno~ledge of agricultural and mechanic industry and the arts of 
civilized life. . 

Third. To secure the reduction and, so far as possible, the dlSba~dmento~ex­
isUng military and naYal establishments, and t-0 prevent the. a.rm.mg. of nations 
and the waging of wars hereafter; also to promote the creation of tnbunals for 
the trial and settlement of international controversies, an:d!luch other me~res 
for the welfare of mankind as can be better secured by theJomt efforts of ~10ns. 

Ruol11edfurther, That SL00,000 are hereby appropriated from any moneym the 
Treasury not olherw~se appropriat~d, so mu~h there<?f as may be necessary to 
be expended in carry10g out the obJect of this resolution. 

The'joint resolution was read the second time by its title, and or­
dered to lie on the table. 

REPRINTING OF A lfILL. 

Mr. P .ADDOCK. I ask an order for the reprinting· of an important 
bill which has been exhausted, being the bill (S. 3991) for preventing 
adulteration and misbranding food and drugs, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be reprinted, if there 
be no objection. 

AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 

Mr. ll:ARRIS, Mr. STEW .A.RT, and Mr. J\llTC~L submit~d 
amendments intended to beproposed by them respectively to the legis­
lative executive, and judicial appropriation bill; which were referred 
to the' Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOLPH submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (S. 3833) to provide for the adjudication and payment 
of claims arising from Indian depredations; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

CHEROKEE comnsSION. 

Mr. PLUMB submitted the following resolution; which was consid­
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resol-i;ed That the President be requested to inform the Senate whether ne­
gotia.Lions'have not been concluded by the Cherokee Commission with certain 
Indian tribes for the cession of lands in the Indian Territory, whereby such 
lands may be opened for settlement by act of Congress. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the reports of the 
committees of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments of the House to the following bills of the Senate: 

A bill (S. 595) for the erection of a public building at Salina, Kans.; 
and . 

A bill (S. 2403) to provide for the purchase of a. site and the erection 
of a pnblic building thereon at Beaver Falls, in the State of Pennsyl­
vania. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 

A messaae from the President of the United St.ates, by Mr. 0. L. PRU­
DEN one ~f his secretaries, announced that the President had this 
day ~pproved and signed the act (S. 2548) for the relief of the board of 
commissioners of the sinking fund of the city of Louisville, Ky. 

JONATHAN DEAN. 

Mr. SAWYER. I ask that Order of Business 1496, being the bill 
(H. R. 2418) granting a.pension to Jonathan Dean, s::.-., be recommitted 
to the Committee on Pensions. There is an error about the report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tenipore. If there is no objec1jion, the bill re­
ferred to by the Senator from Wisconsin will be recommitted to the 
Committee on Pensions. The Chair hears no objection, and it is so 
ordered. 

TRE.ASlraY NOTES AND SIL VER BULLION. 

The PRESIDENT p1·0 temp01·e. If there be no further morning busi­
ness, that order is closed, and the Senat~ resumes the consideration of 
the unfinished business. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the co.nsidera­
tion of the bill (H. R. 5381) directing the purchase of silver bullion 
and the issue of Treasury notes thereon, and for other perposes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thefirstamendmentreported by the 
Committee on Finance will be stated. -r 

The CHIEF CLERK. In section 2, on page 2, line 8, after the word 
"notes" where it occurs the second time in the line, the Committee 
on Finance report to strike out ''shall b~ a legal tender in payment of 
of all debts, public and private, and;" so as to read: 

And such 'l'reasury notes shall be receivable for customs, taxes, and all public 
dues and when so received may be reissued; and such notes wh~n held by any 
nati~cal-banking association may be counted as a part of its lawful reserve. 

The PRESIDENT p ro tempore. The Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
DANIEL] relinquished the floor when the bill was last under consider­
abon for a motion to adjonrn. 

Mr. DANIEL. Mr. President, the question now before the Senate 
is whether or not we shall have silver bullion and a paper currency 
predicated thereon, orsilverpureand simple "as money" as advocated 
by the Republican party in their Chicago platform. 

Whethe.r it shall be decided to have silver as the basis of a paper cur­
rency or silver as money in a direct form, this is a day of great victory 
and triumph for the representatives of Democracy in this country and 
for those who through good and through evil report have steadfastly 
maintained the money of the people. This is a day in wl>.ich a compli­
ment is paid to the legislation of 1878, known as the Bland act, greater 
than any that could be embodied in language. That act contained the 
provision that $2,000,000 worth of silver should be coined per month 
and gave discretion to the Secretary of the Treasuryto coin $2,000,000 
more, making an aggregate of four millions' worth per month. 

To-day those who opposed that policy in the beginning and those who 
have continued in opposition thereto for many years come forward to 
pour their libations of praise upon the altars of the triumphant Demoe- . 
racy, which was the author of that bill and which has been its un­
yielding friend. That the world moves and that this is a land of prog· 
ress was never better demo.nstrated than by the fact that the great 
leader of Republican :financial policy in this country, who carried the . 
single gold standard over two continents, should come forward in his_ 
speech to lay it down at the feet of the double standard, and to pro­
claim that he at last is the advocate of silver money. 

Triumphant as would be the result of the policies which have been ad- -
vocated by the Bland act, the Democratic .Administration which retired 
to give way to that which is now in the ascendant receives also at the 
hands of the present .Administration as high a compliment as could 
possibly be paid by one set of statesmen to another. 

The Chicago platform of two years ago was an exceedingly discrim­
inating and nicely drawn document. It proclaimed that the Repub­
lican party was in favor of the use of both gold and: silver and added 
the words "as money," and then it added that it condemned the pol­
icy not of the Democratic party, for it knew that the body of the De- _ 
m~racy could not be so condemned, but it condemned the policy of 
the .Administration, meaning, of course, the Executive.Administration, 
in its efforts to demonetize silver, Curiously enough, the political or­
ganization which thus denounced itsrivalforExecutive honors stands 
now posing before the country in advocacy of measures of which it finds 
the prot.otype in the very recommendations of that .Administration which 
it denounced. 

SECRETARY FAIRCHILD' S RECOMMENDATIO~ OF PAP~ BASED ON B1JLLION. 

I beg leave to read to the Senate from the report of the Secretary o( 
the Treasury of 1887, when Hon. Mr. Fairchild was the occupant of 
that position. In that report, on pa~e 41 of the message and document6 
of 1887-'88, abridgment, Secretary Fairchild has the following: 

The law should be so amended as to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to issue certificates against the coining value of the bullion boughti and to coin 
only such number of dolla'rsas he miglltdeemexpedienthereafter. ThiBwould 
not restrict in the iea.st degree the use of tne silver dollar as currency. The cer-
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ificates would be equally secure whether representing coined dollars lying in 
v11.ults, or representing- bullion also lying in vaultst and which would be coined 
'nto dolla.rs. The bullion should be melted into tne form of very heavy bars, 
whfoh could not be easily stolen or lost. In thi-;i form the silver could be easily 
and quickly moved and counted. 

The recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury of 1887 was 
repeated in somewhat different language in the succeeding report of 
1888, and when the Republican party convened at Chicago with those 
i·ecommendations of the bullion policy, so to describe it, fresh before 
the country, it turned its batteries of denunciation upon it and de­
scribed it as efforts to demonetize silver, and, presto, change! while the 
statesmen oftpe Republican party all over the land are coming in and 
giving adhesion to those doctrines of which Democtacy has b~eu the 
leading spirit for twelve years after the re-enfranchisement of silver, 
the present Administration, not to be outdone in compliments to its 
adversary, takes up the recommendation of the antecedent Secretary 
and stands before the country holding up and defending for the salva­
tion of the nation the policy which it denounced at Chicago as "efforts 
to demonetize silver." The handsome thing to do, Mr. President, al­
though it might be very embarrassing to some of the present Adminis­
tration, would be to resign and to ask the country to restore the authors 
of these suggestions to power, that they might carry them oat accord-
ng to the lines which they have indicated. 

RICARDO'S VIEWS OF PAPER MONEY BASED ON BULLTOY. 

But, Mr. President, this bullion policy did not originate either with 
the Cleveland Administration or with the Harrison Administration. It 
is an old thought among the financiers of the world that bullion may 
perhaps be made the subject of a better currency by being developed 
into its paper representative than by being coined into dollars. David 
Ricardo advocated such a doctrine 11S this as long ago as 1808, and I 
beg leave to read a little from the Currency Proposals of D. Ricardo 
as contained in a volume called Silver in Europe, by S. Dana Horton, 
page :85. Said Ricardo in this paper: 

Let the Bank of England be required by Parliament to pay (if demanded) all 
notes above £20, and no other, at. their option, either in specie,_in gold standard 
bars, or in foreign coin (allowance being made Ior the difference in its purity) 
at the English mint value of gold bullion, namely, 31.17s. lOid. per ounce, such 
payments to commence at the period recommended by the committee. 

Without quoting his language in full be goes on to say that the ad­
vantage in utilizing the precious metals in bullion in this fashion 
would be to prevent the remelting down of coin for export to foreign 
nations, ·that unfavorable exchanges could be most speedily corrected 
by the- transportation of bullion, that there would be no danger of 
abrasion of the metals by treating bullion as the basis and paper as the 
representative. He goes on to pay this compliment to silver: 

And with a silver coinage on just such principles, we should possess the 
most economical and the most invariable currency in the world. 

Then he adds with respect to silver as a standard of value: 
The only objection to the use of silver as the standard is its bulk, which 

Tenders it unfit for the large payments required in a wealthy country; but this 
objection is entirely removed by the substituting or pa.per money as the general 
circulation medium or the country. Silver, too, is much more steady in its 
va.lue, in consequence of its dema.nd and supply being more regular; and as all 
foreign count-ries re~ulate the va.lue of their money by the value of silver, there 
can be no doubt that, on the whole, silver is preferable to gold as a standard, 
and should be permanently adopted for thl\t purpcse. 

In a note to his paper be adds: 
I ha.ve already observed that silver appears to me to be the best adapted for 

he standard of our money. If it were made so by law, the bank should be 
obliged to buy or sell silver bullion only. 

SILVER AND GOLD SHOULD BE TREATED ~LIKE. 

But there was this difference, Mr. President, in the plan recom­
mended by Ricardo and that which is now proposed: Ricardo recom­
mended the use of both metals alike, gold and silver, as the basis of 
paper currency which be suggested were alike to be treated. The 
trouble in this case is that you propose one system of currency byyonr 
gold and another system by your silver. You give gold the seat of 
honor by coining it into dollars and by permitting any particle of gold 
metal that comes to yon from any part of the worJd to become a dollar. 

_ You further facilitate it'3 use as money by permitt.ing it to serve by 
certificate or paper representative. 

As long as you treat one metal in that manner it is philosophical and 
ogical and just to treat the other metal- in the same manner, and it 

seems to be a disjointed and illogical system which will thus take one 
metal and place it upon a high plane of favor and then take the oi,her 
metal and relegate it to a different system of finance and to one which 
is less calculated to appreciate that metal in value. 

WAGES OF LABOR INORE A.SE WITH THE INCREASED PRICE OF ITS PRODUCTS. -

In addition to the argument which bas been made against the silver 
coinage, that we shall be in danger of losing gold, the only other argu­
ment which has been insisted upon in the debate-which seems to 
have some popular acceptance-is that contained in the queries which 
were put on Friday last to some of the speakers by the Senator from 
l\faasachusetts [Mr. HOAR], and which have been repeated in various 
forms by other advocates of the deg1·adation of our silver money. 

They ask the question, with an obvious suggestion of argument be­
yond it: ''If it be true, as Y!>U say, that this remonetization and ex 
pansion of the silver currency will increase prices, do yon not perceive 
that it will increase the value of everything that the laborer is to buy, 
and therefore .have a tendency to reduce the purchasing power of his 
wages?'' 

That is a suggestion which comes to us from the 'other sida of the 
Chamber; and, to take a superficial viewofthequestion, itwouldseem 
at first glance that if you are going to increMe the price of the articles 
which the laboring men of the country must wear and must eat and 
must provide for the support of their families, you would be reducing 
the purchasing power of their wages, and therefore, perhaps, do them 
to some degree an injury instead of a benefit. But to take that view of 
the question, Mr. President, is tho'ronghly superficial. These produc­
tions which will rise in price-what are they? They are the products 
of that labor; and, as the result of his day's work, should the price of 
cotton and of manufactured fabrics rise, the laborer will :find in bis 
workshop or in his :field as the result of bis daily labor a larger addi­
tion to the wealth of the conn try. As these productions are the fruits 
of labor and will increase immensely in value by the expansion of your 
currency to meet the demands of the country, you are driven to the 
horns of this dilemma: Either you must contend that the enhancement 
of the prices of the fruits of labor does not increase wages, or you must 
acknowledge that with the rise of prices by the expansion of silver 
there will be a great addition to the fruits of labor, and a greater op­
portunity to reward labor oat of thein. 

It is very curious, indeed, to see the leaders of a great political party 
changing front, turning coat, renouncing the doctrines upon which they 
proclaim for a protective tariff and apply the very opposite of the teach­
ings which they_ have sought to impress upon the country to prevent 
the establishment of laws which will be for the benefit of the whole 
population. There is scarcely a Senator upon the other side of the 
Chamber who has not talked in his writings and in bis speeches that 
just in proportion as yon increase the price of the fruits of labor so 
you will increase the wages of labor. The Senator from IIassachusett.s 
[Mr. HoARj, the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERM.AN], and the Senator 
from Vermont [Mr. EDMuNDS] have been the champions of that doc­
trine. What do they mean when they change front and march to the 
rear and ask their Democratic colleagues the question, if they do not 
see that they are going to injure labor by increasing the price of its 
prod~~? · 

Let it hurt whom it may, let it stand in the way of any doctrine 
which may be advocated, it must be evident that the increase in price 
of the products of labor does have a tendency at least to increase the 
wages of labor; and the opponents of a restrictive prohibitive high 
Chinese tariff do not oppose it upon the ground alone that there is no 
tendency from the increase of price to the increase of wages, but upon 
the proposition that this increase of price which you aim to protect by 
a Chinese tariff is first taken out of labor before it is given back to it. 
That does not apply in the case where you appreciate the prices of all 
the products of the land, not by giving a bonus to this man or a bonus 
to that one, but by that natural accretion of values which :flows from 
the general health and prosperity of the whole country. 
HOW OUR AMERICA.~ WHEAT MARKET HAS BEEN INJURED AND THE INDIA WHEAT 

- MARKET BUILT CP. 

I will illustrate this proposition by presenting to the Senate a table 
which was kindly prepared for me by a statistician of disti.Rction. I 
refer to Mr. Ivan C. Michels, who has carefully stat.eel in two tables 
which I shall insert in my remarks the production, the farm value, and 
the e.xport value of wheat from India for a series of years, beginning in 
1873 and winding up in 1889. The associated table which goes with 
this one is a like statement of the production, farm value, and ·export 
value of the wheat of the United States exported to foreign nations: 

Year. 

1873 ............ 
1874 .. : ......... 
1875 •..••••••... 
1876 ............ 
1877 ............ 
1878 ............ 
1879 ............ 
1880 .••••••••... 
1881 ............ 
1882 ............ 
1883 ............ 

· 1884 ..•.•••••... 
1885 ............ 
1886 ........... 
1887 ............ 
1888 ............ 
1889 ............ 

Production-, f aim value, exports, and value. 
[By Ivan C. Michels.] 

UNITED STATES. 

Production. Farm value and Exports. Value and per 
per bushel. bushel. 

Bushels. Bushds. 
281, 254, 700 $323, 594, 805=$1. 015 39,204,285 $51, 452, 25-i=Jl. 3H 
308, 102, 700 291, 107, 895= .944 71,039, 928 101, 421, 459= 1. 428 
292, 136, 000 294., 580, 990= 1. 000 53,047,177 59, 607, 863= 1.124 
289, 356, 500 300, 259, 300= 1. 037 55,073,122 68, 382, 899= 1. 241 
364,194,146 394, 695, 779= 1. 082 40,325,611 47,135,562= 1.16 9 
420, 122, 400 326, 346, 424= • 777 72,404, 961 96, 872, 016= 1. 338 
44.8, 756, 630 497, 030, 142= 1.108 122, 353, 936 100, 701, 079= 1. 068 
498,M9.868 474, 201, 850= .951 / 1()3, 252, 795 190, 646, 805= 1. 24 3 
383, 280, 090 456, 880, 427= 1. 193 150, 565, 477 167, 698, 4.85= 1.11 8 
504, 185, 470 445, 602, 125= • 884 95,271,802 112, 929, 718= l. 1 8.'> 
421, 086, 160 383, 649, 282= .910 106, 885, 828 119, 879, 341= 1. 12(; 
512, 765, ()()() 330, 862, 260= .650 70,349,012 75, 026, 678= 1. 066 
357, 112, ()()() 275, 320, 890= .770 84, 6."3, 714 72, 933, 097= .86 2 
457, 218, 000 314, 226, 020= .687 57, 759,209 50, 262, 715= .87 0 
456, 829, 000 310, 612, 960= .681 101, 971, 949 90, 116, 481= 800 
415, 868, ()()() 885, 248, 030= .873 65, 789,261 56,241,468= 860 
490, 560, ()()() 342, 491, 707= .698 46,414,129 41, 652, 701= :89 7 .. 

\ 
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Year. 

Production, farm valii,, exports, and value-Continued. 

Production. 

INDIA. 

Farm value and 
per bushel. Exports. Value and per 

bushel. 
I 

1. Purchase pe.r month by the Secretary of the Treasury of $4,500,000 
worth of silver bullion at the market pri~. 

2. The price not to exceed $1 for 3~1.25 grains :pure silv~~· . 
3. Treasury notes are to be issued m payment in denominations of 

not le...qg than $1 nor more than $1,000. 
4. These notes are redeemable in coin. 
5. They may be reissued when redeemed. 

1873 •••.•••••••• 
1~4 •••••••.• ... 
1876 . ._ .••....•• 

BusMl.!. 
142,216, 030 
151. 518, 750 
149, 236, 852 
170, 887, 500 
195, 504, 40Q 
172, 947, 882 
181, 448, 209 
182, 730, 213 
231, 934, 408 
225, 586, 990 
242, 413, 680 
251, 690, 880 
299, 155, 584 
258, 585, 947 
238, 585, 632 
266, 882, 645 
243, 076, 549 

$189, 904, 319=$0. ~ 
139, 965, 445= • 92t 
121, 6'1:7. 6Zl= • 82-l 
128, 692, 843= • 75t 
188, 661, 746= • 961 
212, 725, 894= 1. 23 
195, 964, 066= 1. 08 
197,348,630= LOS 
218, 598, 179= • 94t 
200, 490, 437= • 88T 
213, 930, 072= • 88t 
204, 442, 681= . 81 t 
2.53, 1.60, 413= . 84i 
235, 714, 839= • 91! 
220, 393, 768= • 92t 
242, 863, 195= . 91 
226, 061, 190= • 9a 

B ti6hels. 
73.5, 48.5 

3,277, 781 
2, 004, 166 
4,686, 767 

i8l6,063=$1.ll 6. They are legal tender for all debts, public and private. 
4,027, 545= 1.23 7. They are receivable for customs, taxes, and all public dues, and 

1876 ......... . . 
2, 391, 64&= 1. 19 when so received may be reissued. 
~: g~: ~ 1: ~ 8. They may be part of the national-bank reserve. 1877 •........... 

le············ 
10,428,327 
ll,896,580 
1, 972,544 
4, 109, 495 

13,896,167 

13, 985,177= 1.28 9. The Secretary of the Treasury may exchange for such TreMury 
2, 531, 2.52= 1. 33 notes an amount of silver bullion equal in value-at market price. _ 
1g:~~i~ U~ 10. The Secretary shall coin enough silver bullion to redeem the 
43, 163, 723= 1. 12 Treasury notes. 

1 9 ...... ..... . 
1 ........... . 
1881 .••..•..•... 

1882 ··•• ·••·•·· • 
1883 .......... :. 

. l~ •. .••• •...•• 

37, 148, 543 
26,495,024 
39,202, 636 
29,588, 311 
39,312, 969 
41,558,239 
25,271, 249 
32,894, 925 

29,631,213= 1.10 11. When silver bullion reaches par it may be freely coined. 
4
31291•

464= l.04 The differences between this substitute and what is known as the 
1886 .. ... ...... . 
1886 .........•• . 
1887 .......... . 
1888 ......••..•. 
1889 .... ....... . 

~·~·~ 1:~ Jones bill are that it makes the Treasury notes legal tender; that it 
~ 921: 758= 1. oo I authorizes the redemption of the Treasury notes in bullion instead of 
~: g:; i~ Ui in silver dollars, and that it authorizes free silver coinage when silver 

shall come to par. 
____ !__ ___ __! _______ _.!.._ ____ ...!__ _ _____ • AMEND:.u:ENTS PROPOSED BY SENATE Ftli'ANCE COMXITTEE TO HOUSE BILL. 

That table, Mr. President, tells it.a own story, .and it serves as an il- The Senate Finance Committee has presented certain amendment.a to 
lustration of the proposition.which I have enunciated. In 1873, when this House bill. It strikes out the provision in section 2 that Treasury 
silver was demonetized, India was p~oducing 142,000,000 bushels of notes shall be a legal tender. I had thought at first that it waS 
wheat, in round numbers, and exportmg 735,000. In.1889 so greatJy necessary to have these notes as legal tender, but I do not see that it is 
had the production of wheat in that country been stimulated by the at all indisp<:insable that they should be, in the light of t~e fact that 
degradation of our silver currency that India had added to her exports the dollar or its equiYalent is in the Treasury, can be obtamed on de­
of wheat 100 000 000 bushels and it had grown t.-0 243, 000, 000, an ad- mand, and that it is a legal tender; still it is best to ma}\e them legal 
dition of 1 000 000 and the export.a had risen to 42,000,000, while on tender. 
the other hand' yorl. will perceive that just as India has gained in that The Finance Committee also recommends the striking out of the 
race the United States have lost. bullion-redemption feature. That seems to me entirely wise, and, in-

I have not time. for I do not wish to consume any greater length of deed, indisperisable to the building up of the value of silver and t.-0 t1!-e 
time than is neceSsary, to comment upon all the totals Gf that paper, establishment of a~ound currency. It bas bef"n very well shown m 
but any intelligent man can peruse its figur~ and see. exactly wher~ one of the speeches made upon this subject that ¥you allo~ the bull­
the fatal blow has been struck against the agricultural m~rests of this ion to be put in the Treasury, the Treasury notes lSSUed for it, and then 
country. You will see also from that table that it is not ov:erprodu~- the Treasury notes to be carried back and bullion to be ~ued f~r th.em, 
tion that the United States is suffering from, if at all. We built up this the same quantity of bullion may flow to and fro for an mdefimte tune 
Eastern market from India to England and to Europe. There was a and extent, and that there will be no absolute assurance of the exten­
market for our surplus. It is by destroying the market for our sur- sion and expansion of your currency. 
plus and lowering the price, and not because that surplm~ ought not to It also strikes out the free coinage of silver when silver shall come 
have been produced, that the farming popula~ion of this country have ~ par. It seems to me that this is a very un"!i.se and unsuitable pro­
suffered such great losses. vision. It bas always been contended that silver ought to be freely 

THE WINDOM PLAN. 

Mr. President, there are several plans before the Senate for dealing 
with silver. The first plan is that suggested by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, of which! present a brief analysis: 

I 1. Issue Treasury notes against deposit.a of silver bullion in the Gov­
ernment vaults. 

2. At the market price of bullion when it is deposited. 
3. Payable on demand in such 9-uantity of silver bullion as will equal 

in value at the date of presentation the face value of the note at the 
price of silver then. 

4. Or payable in gold at the option of the Government. 
5. Or payable in silver dollars at the option of the holder. 
6. Repeal the compulsory feature of the present coina~e act. . 
7. The Secretary to have power to suspend temporarily the receipt 

of silver bullion for payment in Treasury notes. 
THE SUBSTITUTE PRESENTED BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR THE 

WINDOM: PLAN. 

A substitUtewas presented for that plan, which is known.as the ~ones 
bill an analysis of which I also beg leave to present. ThIS substitute 
tr~ts gold and silver exa~tly. alike, and provides fo~ 'l:'reasury notes 
based upon the bullion which is hypothecated for their 1Ssue. 

Its provisions are: 
1. The Secretary of the Treasury to purchase $4,500,000 worth of 

silver bullion per month. . . . . 
2. At the price not exceedmg $1 for 371 ! grams pure silver. 
3. Also, to purchase gold bullion at not exceeding $1 for 23. 22 grains 

of pure gold. 
4. Treasury notes to be issued on payment. 
5. Treasurynotesto be redeemable on demand, "in lawful money of 

the United States." 
6. When redeemed the Treasury notes to be canceled. 
7. The Treasury notes to be receivable for customs, taxes, and all 

public dues, and when so received may be reissued. 
8. The Treasury notes may be counted as part of the national-bank 

reserve. 
9. Secretary to coin silver or gold bullion as may be necessary to r~­

deem Treasury notes. 
10. Act of February 28, 1878, is repealed. 
This substitute does not make the Treasury notes legal tender. 

THE HOUSE BILL 538.l NOW BEFORE THE SENATE. 

The third plan is that which appears oefore us in House bill 5381. 
That provides for- • 

.• 

coined when it shall come to par, and it is curious that :vhen we are 
taking measures to bring it to par a clause should be strick~n out of 
the bill which authorizes free comage when that ''consummation, most 
devoutly to be wished,,. nas been attained. . 

This bill also provides that at the end of five years its operations shall 
cease. I can not see any need at the present time for a provison that 
we shall at any particular future day reverse a policy which we !lle 
now inaugurating. It may be that at the end of five years such a thing 
would be wise, and it may be that it would not be wise, and how 
can wei mdertake at the present time to forecast so long a track of 
years, especially as the currents of our fina~~ history have taken an 
erratic course unexpected by ou1= finance mmlSters? Why should !fe 
undertake to anticipate so long a track of time and announce a pobcy 
which might then be unwise and fatal? 

RECENT MOVE.ME~""TS OF GOLD. 

Mr. President, I was asked the question on Friday afternoon by the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HOAR] how the balances between o~ 
country and foreign nations were to be paid. The balances are paid 
in exchanges or in the movement of the metals. I have before me the re­
port of the Secretary of the Treasury for 1889, in which will be foll!1d a 
tra.ce of the amount of gold moving from this country to other nations. 
On page 123 of his last report it will be seen that when a little flurry took 
place in the movement.a of gold and $61,000,000 of gold left this coun­
try for Europe in 1888, $27,000,000 went to France, $18,000,000 to 
England and $15,000,000 to Germany. This teraporary flurry in the 
moveme~t of our precious metals is, however, explained in large degree 
by the Secretary of the Treasury and in such a manner as to indicate 
that we should not apprehend any permanent current of gold to foreign 
nations. 

As a. matter of fa.ct--
He says- . 

As a. matter of fa.ct· most of the gold which recently left this country went to 
France. - ' ' o"'"') ·t · 11 In addition to the a.mount directly consigned to France (827,692,""" , l lS we 
known that the Bank of France received , during this period, large sums of gold 
from the United States consigned to London. 

So that t.-0 France, which uses both gold and silver, and-?o~ to Ger­
many or England, did this movement of gold take place, and it lS largely 
explained by the further remark of the Secretary of the Treasury: 

It is estimated- . 
Hesays-
It is estimat.ed that some L'>0,000 people from the United Sta.~s visited .Paris 

during the expositiou, and nearly all of them have carried with them bills of 

- . . 
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credit which necessitated settlement by New York b!'nkers with thelr London 
and Paris correspondents. 

So that this temporary shifting of the balance· of trade agai.nst our 
country this temporary movement cj gold to Europe, seems to have 
been on~ of those transient things caused largely by the French Expo.­
sition and not arising from any derangement of our system or from any 
fixed tendency of American weal th to fl.ow abroad; but now, as we stand 
on the eve of the great American Exposition of 1892, we are just at a 
ti.me when this gold which went abroad then will be coming back to 
us, and in any forecast which we may make of .t~e early futur~ of o~ 
country there is nothing in the permanent condition of our affairs or m 
those temporary changes which may occur, from which we may antici­
pate anything but a continuous flow of immigration, wealth, and money 
to our. country. 
THE DUTY OF CONGRESS TO PROVIDE MO~"'EY-HOW THE STATE BAlfKS OA.ME TO 

HELP THE COUNTRY. 

Mr. President, there is a peculiar obligation upon the Congress of 
the United States to respond to the popular demand for the increase in 
the volume of currency, a peculia_r obligation greater than that whi~h 
existed in earlier periods of our country. In the year 1861, when thIS 
nation stood upon the eve of an appalling catastrophe,"' it was notgol~, 
it was not the national banks, it was not your legal-tender currency, 1t 
was not any resource of the Fedel-al Government, which came to the res­
cue of the imperiled institutions which, as you conceived, were then 
demanding defense. It was the State banks of this country, the local 
financial institutions which had sprung up in the bosoms of the people, 
and which had been so perfected as to respond to popular wants and 
meet popular necessities, that held out the first hand of salvaticm to a 
nation in sorest need. 

Mr. President, at that ti.me there were no less than $238,000,000 of 
State-bank notes in circulation, an amount equal to two-thirds of what 
nowconstitutesyonrentirelegal-tenderpapercuuency. In otherwords, 
30,000,000 people, without assistance from the Federal Government, 
had bnilded up in their own midst institutions of finance which spread 
broadcast over this land $238,000,000 of domestirt: money, and which 
carried the facilities of commerce and exchange as King .Alfred carried 
justice to everj man's door. 

It became necessary according to the views of the financiers of this 
nation to strike down these domestic institutions, and they did it, and 
I do not propose now to criticise that action because that is not essen­
tial to the trend of the argument which I am making. They thought 
it necessary to destroy the State banking institutions in order to build 
up the great national banks. , 

HOW THE NATION..lL BANKS DESTR<>YED THE STATE BANKS. 

Now, I have a table here which I take from a work called Gold and 
Debt, which gives the amount of national-bank and of State notes in 
ciTculation for a series of years, beginning in 1854 and winding up in 
1876. I shall insert this table in my remarks, but without now read­
ing every figure of it I beg_ leave to make this comment upon it. 

Up to 1863 there were no national-bank notes, but there were, how­
ever, $238 671T210 in State-bank notes. In 1863 the national-bank act 
passed. The next year there were $66, 769,375 in national-bank notes. 
In 1886 there were $213,239,530 of national-bank notes, and so on up 
to 1873, at the time when silver was demonetized, there were then in 
cireuJaiion $336,289,287' of national-bank notes, and the State banks, 
then in the very last gasp, had a circulation of $1,511,396 alone left. 
I append a table showing the national and State bank notes in circula­
tion during various years. The flickering taper was then totally ex­
tin"'uished in 1884 and your State institutions perished while the na­
tio~al bank wok its great position in the financial concerns of our coun­
try. 

Here is the table: 
National and State bank notes in circulation. 

Year. National 1 State­
bank notes. bank notes. 

mt:::::::.:::::::::.::::::·:::::::::::~:::::::::·:::"::::~.:~:::::·:~:·::::·:·::·:·:·: :;E~:·::::::: 
1857 ............................ ............ ......................................... do u .... ..... . 

~g~::::::::::::::::~::::::::·::.::::::·:.:·::::::::::::::::::: . :::::::::::::::::: ::J~ :::::~:::::: 
~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:·::.::::·:::::::::::.::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::. ::J~ :::::::~::: 
1862 ................................................................................. do .......... .. 

~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·::::::.~::::::::::::·:.:::::::~::::::::::::: ~. 155 
1865 ...................................... :...................................... 66, 76\"t,375 
1866...... ............. ......... ............................................... . 213,239,580 
1867 .................................................................. -........ 291, 093, 294 
1868........................... ... ... ............................................ 294,377,390 
1869.............................. ................................... ... ......... 294, 176, 702 
1870...... ...... ............ ...................................... ...... ......... 292, 833, 935 
1871 ..... .,., .,.,.,. ....... -••••-" •••••••••••••••-·•-••••••u••••"•' •••••• 302, 028, 626 
1872 ...... ................................................... . ~ ......... ~. ...... 318, 043, 841 
1873.......................................... ................................... 336, 289, 2ifl 

m}. ~:::::::::::::::::·::::::::::::.·::::::: ::::::::: :::::::::::::. ::::::::: :::::: ~g: ~: ~~ 
1876 .............................. ,. ...... ~ ........... .................. ~~.... 330, 809, 136 

$"..M, 689, 000 
186, 952, ()()() 
195, 738, 000 
214, 779, ()()() 
155, 208, 000 
193, 306, 000 
207, 102, 000 
202,205,000 
183, 794, 000 
238, 671, 210 

...... 45;·449;155 
6,962,499 
3, 792,013 
2, 734,669 
2,351, 993 
2,035,800 
1,886,538 
1,511,396 ......... ar···: .. ·· 

•National-bank act passed. t No later report. 

The mission of the national banks1 as it seems to be generally thought 
and as the proposed legislation would •indicate, is now about ended. 
The war is over; we are returning to normal conditions of peace, and we 
are seeking to lay the foundation of a financial system guarded on 
eveTY hand, which shall attend this nation through a long period of 
time of peaceful prosperity. 

AGRICULTURE SL'STAINS OUR FOREIGN COMMERCE AND IIAS A RIGHT TO A CUR­
RENCY THAT WILL SUSTAIN IT, 

Now that this system which was built upon the ruins of the Stnte 
banks is going out, and as a substitute which was adopted for them 
is passing from existence; now, too, that you have destroyed the sov­
ereignty of the States. with respect to their local currency, with re­
doubled force and emphasis is cast upon you the obligation to furnish 
to the poople such medium of exchange as they demand and as their 
necessity calls for. Th.ere se~ms to pervade the halls of statesman­
ship, and especially the halls of great bankers, the idea that the peo­
ple must not be trusted in their ideas of finance; that we must send 
for some accomplished experts of foreign nations or some scholars from 
the closet before we seek to do anything with financial...concerns, and 
the hardy yeomamy of the country and their representatives who 
come to Congress are not to be listened to when they give their views 
as to what ought to be done about the policy of the country of which 
they are the supporters. 

The apprehensions which have been put before the Senate that our 
farmers and laboring men will get a cheaper dollar are apprehensions 
which have never arisen in their minds, and for which they are in­
debted to that cl.sss which has no community of interest with them. 
If they are going to get a cheaper dollar by this policy and want the 
cheaper dollar, why shall they not have the right to it? They are the 
men who to-day are producing that portion of the weal th of this country 
which enables it to hold up its head amongst the nations of the earth. 
When you look to your balance of_ trade and your foreign exports, you 
find that the farmers of the West and of the South are contributing each 
year to the wealth of this nation by exporting $532,000,000 ofhll that 
you export, the equal of 72 per cent., and you find that the manufact­
urers, whose representatives on the other band are generally clamorous 
against this policy, only export to foreign nati?n~ 18 per cent. . 

If, then, it should be a. cheaper dollar, why IS it that those who will 
receive so little of it in proportion to what the others willrecei.ve should 
be the ones to make objection, while . those who will receive it do n.ot 
make the objection? It is because these same farmers and producers 
who are sustaining the balance of trade with foreign nations know that 
they are not going to get a cheaper dollar. They not only know that 
they are not going to get a cheaper dollar by the light of experience 
which falls upon this picture from twelve years of your history, but 

· they also know that they are going to get more dollars, and therefore 
it is to-day that they stand here in almost solid phalanx:, from the West 
and the South and from the agricultural regions of the North, asking 
you to expand their currency and allow them to have more money, ai.td 
the representatives of other interests who do not sllSt.ain our balance 
of trade with foreign nations seem to be greatly alarmed with a foreign 
commerce in which they take proportionately so insignificant a part, 
and wish to impose their devices and their policy upon interests with 
which they do not develop any hearty sympathy and with which they 
have no immediate community. 

Mr. President, I had intended to allude further to some circumstances 
in respect t-0 the history of silver, but seeing that the Senator from Ohio 
[Mr. SHEB.1\IAN] is not in his seat, as it relates to the remarks.made by 
him, I shall .omit that. On Friday afternoon I did make allusion to 
our financial history, expecting that probably the Senator from Ohio 
would come in on that afternoon, or at least that he would be here at \ 
some tiine before my remarks were closed. I do not deem it necessary, 
however, to repeat what has been so often shown respecting the history 
of the demonetization of silver and what may be said to have passed 
into the common and familiar history of our country. I will Jet that 
go, and simply conclude my remarks to-day by saying, as I began, that 
I believe the absolute free coinage of silver is the only safe and proper 
exit out of this problem, and that if it be not safe, that can only be 
shown by what is to a degree an experiment. But that experiment 
can be made without peril, as we should have ample time to correct 
any evil tendency, if it should be developed, before harm wo:nld happen, 
and it is an experiment necessitated by the demand of the times and by 
the disordered system of our finances into which the country has been 
thrown. 

I shall not detain the Senate longer. So far.as I am concerned, I 
leave the subject with these remarks . 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending amendment will be 
stated. 

The SECRETARY. In sect~'ln 2, on page 2, line 8, after the word 
''notes'' where it occurs the second time, the Committee on Finance re­
port to strike out the words" shall be a legal tender in payment of all 
debts, public and private, and;" so as to make the clause read: 

But no greater or less amount or such notes shall be outst.a.ndin1t at any time 
than the cost of the silver bullion then held in the Treasury purchased by such 
notes· and such Treasury notes shall be receivable for cuatoms, taxes, and all 
publi~ dues, and when so received may be reissued. . 
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Mr. TELLER. Mr. President, in section 2 the provision is: 
But no greater or less amount of such notes shall be outstanding at any time 

than the cost of the silver bullion then held in the Treasury purcha.sed by such 
notes. 

If any considerable amount or if any amount is coined, which may 
be under this. bill, there will be from Treasury notes by the amount of 
the coin--

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is only coin for redemption. 
Mr. TELLER. It mnst be coined before it is redeemed. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. But suppose they coin i t and do not redeem? 
Mr~ TELLER. Then it should say "no greater or less amount of 

such notes shall be outstanding at any time than the cost o( the silver 
bullion and coin then held, the result of the purchase by such notes." 

Mr. ALDRICH. That would not do, for the reason that there might 
be a dou)>le set of notes out as against coin. Under the provisions of 
law certificates are issued against coin, and if notes were also issued 
yon would have $2 in paper outstanding as against $1 of silver in the 
Treasury. 

Mr. TELLER. Suppose they should issue $10,000,000 of Ti;easury 
notes for that amount of bullion and then they should coin preparatory 
to the redemption (because they must have some coin on hand with 
which to redeem) a million, under the wording of this, there could be 
but $9,000,000 of certificates out. It would be the duty of the Secre­
tary of the Treasary then to call in $1,000,000. Thatis not what any­
body wants. What is wanted is that there shall be no more certificates 
out than the bullion and coin made from the bullion purchased for 
those certificates. Therefore, if we should insert after the word ''bull­
ion," in line 7, section 2, the words "and coin," and after the word 
"Treasury," in the same line, insert "the result of the purchase by 
such notes," itwould bejustwhatithinkeverybodyintends. There· 
fore I move, after the word " bullion," in line 7, to insert the words 
"and coin"--

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, is it not the ordinary course to agree 
upon the committee amendments or disagree upon them first? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempare. ~he Chair was about to suggest to 
the Senator from Colorado that the customary method in th.ese cases 
is to consider the committee amendments, which are open to amend­
ment as they proceed, and after those have been considered and dis­
posed o~ to then move additional amendments to the bill. 

Mr. TELLER. I have no objection to the Senate proceeding with 
the amendments proposed" by the Finance Committee. I will move 
that amendment when the proper time comes. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, my occupations have been such for 
the last three weeks or a month that I have not been able to give close 
attention to the debate upon this bill; but inasmuch as we are about 
to vote on it and the amendments offered to it, I desire to make a few 
observations respecting the votes I shall give. 

The House bill, which is now as I understand the pending measure, 
all other bills and amendments having passed away, is substantially 
the bill proposed by the Finance Committee when it made its report 
originally to the Senate, with the exception that the House of Repre­
sentatives has added a provision redeeming in bullion and a provision 
relating to free coinage after it shall appear that the bullion price of 
the dollar is equal to 371! grains of pure silver. These, as I understand, 
are t.he two vital amendmen~ which have been made to the bill as 
originally proposed by the Committee on Finance. 

Inasmuch as I assented to the original report, I desire to say in the 
beginning of my observations that I expect to support that report sub­
stantially, as I believe it is the wisest and, on the whole, the best 
present solution of this question; and I wish to say just at this mo­
ment, as I see the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] is giving 
me his attention, that one criticism made by him in the debate the 
other day, I think, is a proper criticism as respects the phraseology of 
one section of the bill. He stated that tmder it the Secretary of the 
Treasury might coin fractional silver. As the bill was originally re­
ported from the Committee on Finance it not only included silver 
bullion but it also included gold bullion1 and, therefoie, the phrase­
ology applied to both gold and silver,· and under that phraseology 
nothing but standard legal-tender coin could be made. But now, in­
asmuch as by both the Senate bill and the House bill tbe provisions 
respecting gold have been eliminated, I believe with him that, in order 
to make it clear, we should incorporate in this bill the words "shall 
be coined into standard dollars." 

This subject having been referred to the Committee on Finance for 
i!he second time, the committee report back two amendments to the 
House bill, one striking out section 6 of the bill, which relates to free 
coinago after a certain period, and one inserting at the end of the bill 
a provision requir~ng that the provisions of this act shall terminate at 
the expiration of ten years. I shall support the Senate committee pro­
vision respecting the sixth section, but I will nut support the provision 
respecting the limitation. I regard that limitation as unnecessary and 
as impairing the efficiency of this bill. I do not believe that this bill 
will last ten years or anything approaching ten years. 

I haYJL.agreed to this report upon two grounds: First, that it is nec­
essary to increase the currency u.cder the present exigency and situa­
tion. That necessity comes from the fact, firs~ that the United States 

has taken entire hold and control vf the paper money of our country by 
our legislation, and, I believe, by the accepted public policy of both 
political parties there is no disposition anywhere to allow to be rele­
gated to the States the power to issue paper money. Therefore, havi.ng 
taken under our control ana disposition the entire question of the 
paper money of our country, itis our duty as legislators to provide area­
sonable supply of that currency. That snppiy was originally made in 
1875 or 1876 by the absolute free banking system then proposed under 
our national banking laws. But by the payment of the public debt 
this national banking system is gradually fading away, and public 
opinion seems so strong against its reinstatement that bills introduced 
here and in the other Chamber looking to the re-establishment of the 
national banks upon a different security than United States bonds 
seem to have met no favor. 

Then the question for us to consider is, what is it that we can safely 
substitute for this fast fading away currency? Evidently the public 
opinion of onr country favors that the Government itself shall in siome 
form issue its currency. There .have been various projects respecting 
how that currency should be issued by the Government. One has 
been that it should be issued upon land, another upon mortgages, and 
various devices have been proposed; but the judgment of the Committee­
on Finance, and I believe the general judgment of the Senate, is that 
if we shall issue paper currency, we should issue it upon something 
that is in and of itself convertible into legal-tender money. Therefore 
it is that this bill proceeds upon the idea that whatever paper money 
shall be is.sued· shall be issued upon silver bullion purcha~ by the 
Government in the markets of the world at the market price. · 

Now, why is it that silver bullion has been selected as the basis for 
this new paper money that we propose to issue? It is because the pub­
lic mind rests in the belief that sooner or latei: this silver bullion will 
be coined irito disks or dollars, and that they will become a part of 
the metallic money of onr currency. It is upon that basis that I vote 
for this bill; it ii; upon that basis that I am willing that we shall cease 
the coinage of silver dollars as the law now provides for, and store· this 
bullion, issuing upon it paper money in lieu of !he certificates now is­
sued upon the coined dollar. 

One object of this bill, by its promoters I am sure, is to get rid of 
practically the compulsory feature of the present law. There are, as is 
well known, two or three varying opinion..q upon this subject. There 
are people who believe that these coined dollars are useless dollars in 
the Treasury, and that it is a wise public policy to cease their coinage. 
For one, I do not share that belief. I believe that it is just as well for 
us to continue the coinage of these dollars, and to. continue them to the 
utmost limit of four millions a month under the existing law, as it is 
to ha.ve the bullion security as provided for in this bill 

But there is a large public opinion that is against this view, and 
therefore, for one, I consent that the bullion shall be left in the Treas­
ury uncoined, and I do so the more readily for the reason that in my 
belief (though in this I may be mistaken, but I honestly entertain the 
belief) we shall sooner or later, and I think very soon, be compelled 
to change the number of grains of silver in our dollar; and therefore 
whatever we have coined now will be recoined again; and on that ac­
count I am willing that this bullion shall lie in the Treasury. .. until we 
shall know whether or not we can secure a community of nations who 
are willing to coin silver at an agreed ratio. 

It is true that this bill provides that the bullion in the Treasury may 
be coined for the redemption of the Treasury notes which are to be 
issued under it, and whatever the opinions of other SenatoIS may be in 
respect to this, I do not labor under the·delusion that in the near fut­
ure, under the provisions of this House bill or of our Sena~ bill, any 
additional silver coin will be issued. There are over 300,000,000 of 
these coined ·dollars now in the Treasury. The Treasury has issued 
a_gainst them silver certificates: so that although these dollars belong 
practically to the holders of the certificates, they are payable for public 
dues, and when received into the Treasury they belong to the Govern­
ment of the United States. So the Government of the United States 
will al ways have a working balance, in my belief, sufficient to redeem 
these Treasury notes, especially if they are made a legal tender, with­
out the coining of a single dollar under this bill. Hence_! am not de­
ceived in this respect. 

Sir, I believe that the only safe way to rehabilitate silver is to se­
cure a concurrent agreement among the nations o.f Europe that they . 
will open their mints concurrently to the free coinage of silver at an ' 
agreed ratio. So believing, I am willing to go on as we are going on 
now, tentatively as it were, with a provision for the use of silver pend­
ing negotiations which are or ought to be had for the restoration of 
silver upon some agreed ratio by the nations of the world. 

Mr. President, in supporting this bill, I am supporting it upon the 
basic idea that this Government of ours will use its power, whatever 
it has, in endeavoring to secure an agreement whereby all the commer­
cial nations of the world will use silver as they use gold, at a fixed 
ratio to be agreed upon. Therefore it is that I am quite willing that 
this bullion shall be held in the Treasury until such an agreement is 
made, because I believe that the large number of silver dollars which 
we have now, and the large amount of gold coin which is in our country, 
and which under this bill can not go out of the country and will not 
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go ont of the country unless there is an unfavorable balance of trade- Mr . .ALLISO~. Respecting demonetization? 
and, of course, when that goes, anything we have, whether it be l\Ir. EUSTIS. Yes, sir. 
gold or silver, will go; and if we had no silver at all, with an nnfavor- Mr. ~LLISON. There is no demonetization of silver in this bill as 
able balance of trade against us, the gold would go, but if we bad a it stands. The relations as respects the coinage of silver are in this 
thousand millions of silver, that which would be most profitable would bill as they were in the bill of 1818, except that it is provided that a 
go, whether gold or siJver, with an unfavorable balance of trade-- half million of bullion more shall be purchased monthly than under the 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Which would be the most unprofitable? law of 1878. Therefore, there is nothing that can be uaed abroad or 
Mr. ALLISON. That would depend upon circumstances. We ex- anywhere to say that we are demonetizing silver; per contra, this very 

port now more silver than we do gold. Therefore it-is more profitable bill will disclose to foreign nations that we are holding silver bullion 
to export silver than gold, year by year. in increasing quantities, taking our share of that i·esponsibility during 

.Mr. EDMUNDS. But does the Senator think, if I do not interrupt the intervening years when we hope to secure the open mintage of sil-
him-- ver as of gold. Therefore it is that we can say to foreign countries, 

Mr . .ALLISON. Not at all. ''Under th rovisions of this bill we have suspended practically the 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Does the Senator think that when the case came coinage of the dollar of 16 to 1 in order that we may agree with yon as to 

that be bas mentioned of an unfavorable balance of trade according the dollar which shall circulate throughout the commercial nations of 
to what light he now has, silver would go and gold would st~y, or gold the world." 
go and silver stay? That is my theory as respects this hill, that we are simply putting 

l\Ir. ALLISON. ''Under the light I have.'' Does the Senator mean ourselves in the attitude of waiting to see whether or not we can secure 
under the legislation proposed? the complete rehabilitation and restoration of silver. When I so act I 

.Mr. EDMUNDS. No, bnt according to the opinion of the Senator, feel that I afn acting not only in the interest of silver, but that I am 
acquainted with public affairs and the operation of business an over the acting in the interest of all the people of the world who believe as I 
world? do, that the affairs of this world can not be conducted upon the single 

:Mr. ALLISON. I believe under the existing condition of things, basis of gold; and the war and the contest to-day, as the Senator from 
in case of an unfavorable balance of trade, that as between gold and Lotlisiana well knows, is between those who seek to destroy and out­
silver, such as we have in our country now, gold would go and silver I law silver and those who seek to place it upon an equality with gold. 
would go. Gold being more desirable would go undoubtedly first, or That is the contest; and I am for the full and complete r~toration of 
perhaps in greater quantities, but if that balance of trade was against silver as one of the coined metals of the world, and therefore I propose 
us in China or in India, the silver might go. to do whatever I can do to promote that most desirable object. , 

But that is apart from what I am arguing. I am making the state- 1 Mr. EUSTIS. I understood the Senator to state distinctly that it 
ment that under the provisions of this bill we are in no more serious was bis belief that if this bill was passed not a dollar of silver money 
condition as respects the exportation of gold than we are now. That would be coined. Now, I ask him whether it is not the demonetiza­
is the argument I make. I am not arguing the geneffl question. tion of silver to pass a law which does not require or necesfiltate the 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I ask if it is not true, now that we have coinage of a silver dollar. If that is not demonetization of .silver 
the balance of trade in our favor with gold-using countries of at least what is demonetization? 
$200,000,000, and if we have not had the balance of trade with gold- l\Ir. ALLISON. This bill expressly provides for the coinage of sil-
using nations in our favor for a great many years, that our balance of ver. 
trade is always against silver-using countries, and not gold-using conn- Mr. EUSTIS. But it repeals the only law which requires the coin-
tries. age of the silver dollar. 

Mr. ALLISON. I thank the Senator for calling my att.ention to that. Mr. ALLISON. I stated that I believed that for a few years under 
Of course I did not intend to go into that detail. The balan~ of trade t.be operation of this bill, if it shall become a law, no silver will be 
is in our favor in the gold-using countries. coined. 

Now, then, Mr. President, such being the situation, I regard this leg- Mr. STEW ART. Then I should like to ask the Senator in what 
islation as a practical continuance and enlargement of the legislation way we shall redeem the Treasury notes. 
of 1878, and that is all it is. 'l'he Senators and the men who upheld Mr. ALLISON. In gold or Rilver either. I do not choose to go into 
that legislation of 1878 now come and 8ay that they are willing not that subject now. That is a. mere opinion of mine. 
only to take the extreme limit then fixed, of $4,000,000 a month, bnt Now, Mr. President, these are the provisions which, as I understand, 
they are willing to enlarge that to $4,500,000 a month. Therefore, I have been adopted by the Committee on Finance as respect.a this qnes­
regard this legislation and the unanimity with which it is proposed as tion. There is but one thing confronting us, as I understand, as an 
a complete j usti:fication of the legis1atiion of 1878, which contemplated alternative proposition, and that is, that now, without delay and without 
a minimum coinage of 2, 000,000 and a maximum coinage of 4, 000, 000 circumlocution and without limitation, we shall proceed to the free and . 
per month of silver dollars. , unlimited coinage of silver. While I have sympathy with that idea, 

Mr. EUSTIS. Will the Senator allow me to ask a question? and whilst I would be glad to vote for the free and unlimited coinage 
l\Ir. ALLISON. Yes, sir. of silver, entertaining the views that I do upon this subject I can not 
Mr. EUSTIS. I understand the Senator to give as one of the reasons cast such a vote at this time or at any time in the near future in the in-

why he supports this bill that it may lead to some international ar- terest of silver until we have exhausted every effort to secure the un­
rangements upon the question of silver. I ask him whether be thinks limited use of silver by the other commercial nations of the world. 
that the prospect of an international arrangement will be promoted by Now, it is said by the promotera of free coinage that we can enter 
a law which he proposes to pass demonetizing silver? upon that alone without limitation, unaided by any other country in 

Mr. ALLISON. Well, Mr. President-- the world. If I so believed, I would vote for free coinage, but I think 
Mr. EUSTIS. And in that connection will the Senator allow me to all history discloses the fallacy of that possibility. Nothing better dis-

call his attention to the fact- closes it than our own history of coinage, beginning in 1792. 
Mr. ALLISON. I want to be as brief as I can. Of course the Sen- It is a matter just as well known as the multiplication table that in 

ator knows that we have an arrangement about t..'l>king the vote. 1834 we had no gold in this country. There was not a million dollars 
Mr. EUSTIS. It will not take me a minute to state my question. of gold coin in the United States when the statute of 1834 was passed. 

The view the Senator presents was the view which the Republican I have not freshened my memory on that question, but the Senator 
party took in its platform-- from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL] the other day read an extract from a 

Mr . .ALLISON. I can not go into the Republican platform now. The speech I made some years ago when I did examine the question. Yet 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL] exhausted that subject. I do not we had free coinage of gold all the time at the ratio,Jlf 15to1. 
want to do that. The Senator from Louisiana will excuse me. Why was it that the gold we~t out of the country between 1792 and 

Ur. EUSTIS. That is what the party said. 1834? Why was it that we had an inundation of silver from every 
Mr. TELLER If the Senator from Iowa will allow me to say a silver-producing country in the world between 1792and1834? It wa.S 

word-- because we had fixed a ratio as between gold and silver that was not 
Mr . .ALLISON. Certainly. the ratio fixed by the law of the commercial nations of the world, and 
l\lr. TELLER. The Senator from Iowa seems to be under the im- therefore our gold went out and silver came in and remained here. 

pression that he bas got to close his speech briefly, according to the :Mr. TELLER. Will the Senator from Iowa .allow me to ask him 
arrangement which has been made. I do not think anybody is going how much silver was coined at that time, or how much we had coined 
to object to the extension of the time for taking the vote. There are when our mints were· open to silver at 15 to 1? 
at least two more speeches that I know of which are to be made. I am Mr. ALLISON. I can not state it accurately, but it will be remem­
not goin~ to make one myself, but there are two, and I think, perhaps, bered that by the act of 1792 and the acts followi~ it closely all the 
there is still another Senator who desires to speak before we shall be coinage of silver was a full leJ?al tender for the payment of all debts, 
prepared to -vote upon these amendments, and I think the Senat.or may public and private. Therefore the half-dollars and the quarter-dollars 
as well go on with the feeling that we are going to extend the time. were as much a legal tender for a million dollars as they were for five 

Mr. ALLISON. Senators will see how difficult it is for me to sub- dollars; and although we suspended practically very soon the coinage 
iect myself to interruptions when, under the unanimous agreement of of the dollar-that is to say, but very few dollars were coined-yet the 
the Senate, I have only a few minutes remaining. half-dollars were coined by the million and the hundred million nearly, 

l\Ir. EUSTIS. With the consent. of the Senator, I asked him a ques- and those half-dollars were piled up in bank vaults as security for circu-
tion to which I should like t.o have an answer. lating notes. They were a full legal tender in the payment of debts, 
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and of these coins we coined between 1792 and 1834 more than $140, - that? The standard of everything we have, of everything we own or 
000,000. that is owing to us, is upon the basis of gol_d. Can there be any doubt 

Mr. TELLER. If I may be allowed to interrupt the Senat-0r, be about that? That being true, we are entering upon the free coinage 
does not answer my question. He says that we were inundated by and free mintage of silver, not for the purpose but which will havethe 
silver from all parts of the world. effect, if the historical statement I have made be true, of banishing gold 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not mean to say that. ~ and bringing silver here. I do not say banishing gold immediately; I 
Mr. TELLER. I want to know whether we had a surplus of silver am not speaking of that now; but ours is a gold standard. 

under the ratio of 1 to 15. Is there any Senator here who has recently traveled through Mexico? 
Mr. ALLISON. I see the point the f'enator makes now. I used an If there is such a one, he knows that the moment the American traveler 

unfortunate expression to the ear of the Senator when I ~d we were crosses the border of Mexico the money of the United States is at a 
inundated. I withdraw it. I did not mean that. I meant to say that premium of from 30 to 35 per cent. Why is i~? The paper money 
we not only coined a large amount of silver, but that silver came here and the ~old coin, the greenbacks and the silver certificates, are at a 
from abroad and foreign silver coin was a full legal tender in payment premium. Mexico is upon a silver basis, with a silver coin containing 
of debts. So was gold, but gold did not come. We had no gold, prac- three and a half more grains of standard silver than is eon tained in the 
tically, between1792 and 1834. coin of the United States. Yet a silver certificate of the United States 

Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator from Iowa allow me to ask him it cros.sing the borders of th~ States of Mexico will bring 30 per cent. 
I understood him aright as expressing the opinion that under the pend- premium. Why is that? It is because we are on a gold standard and 
ing bill, if passed, no silver would be coined for the next few years;· they arepn a silver standard. · · · 
and if so, how he construes section 3 of the House bill, as reported by Mr. TELLER. Does the Sena.tor mean to say that a piece of paper 
the Senate committee: payable in a silver dollar is a gold standard? I want to enter my pro-

That the Secretary of the Treasury shall coin such portion of the silver bullion test by not sitting silent and admitting that we are on a gold standard. 
purchased under the provisions of this act as may be necessary to provide for Mr. ALLISON. Then I shall be glad to have the Senator explain 
the redemption, etc. why it is. 

Ur. ALLISON. Oh, undoubtedly. . Mr. TELLER, I do not care about explaining it during the Sena-
Mr. HARRIS. Can it be possible that the Secretary under such an tor's speech, but it certainly needs some explanation when the Senator 

enadment w;ould feel that no coinage would answer? says that a silver certificate is worth 35 per cent. premium in Mexico. 
Mr. ALLISON. I thank the Senator foransweringtheSenatorfrom Mr. ALLISON. No, I do not say 3-5 per cent. 

Louisiana [Mr. EusTis], who said that we demonetized silver by this Mr. TELLER. Or 30 per cent. 
bi!!. That . is a complete answer to th,t. The bill says it shall be Mr. ALLISON. I do not say that it is at any particular premium. 
comed. Mr. TELLER. Or.20 per cent. or any premium, because it is pay-

Mr. President, why was it that the gold went out of the country? able in silver. It is payable in a silver doUar less valuable, so far as 
We had free coinage of gold. It went out because our ratio was not the bullion is concerned, than the Mexican dol1ar. 
the right ratio. In 1834 we reversed the pendulum and swung the Mr. ALLISON. That is just what I was saying. I .was saying that 
other way, and we changed our ratio from 15 to 1 to 16 to 1. What there must be some reason for that. Now, what is the reason? 
happened under that? Under that l'atio, when 1853 came there WM Mr. MORGAN. The convenience of exchanges of paper money. 
not a dollar, or a half-dolJar, or ·a quarter-dollar of silver in the United Mr. ALLISON. Not convenience of exchanges, because exchange 
States. Gold came in then, and gold was coined at our mints. _We upon New York is at 30 per cent. premium in the city of Mexico. It 
had reversed the pendulum and got silver because we overvalued gold. is because they have a silver standard and we have a gold standard, and 
That was the situation in 1853. - it is because, although we issue silver certificates payable in silver dol-

l hear it said upon this floor that silver was practically disfran- lars, up to this moment, and-f-believe it would be so if we had $700,· 
chised and outlawed by our own statutes in 1853. Why, sir, the his- 000,000 of them, twice the amount we have now, our silver certificates 
tory of that period discloses the very reverse to be true. The object are upon a par with the rest of the money in the United States. There-• 
and aim of the law of 1853 was to so coin fractional silver as to keep it fore it is that these silver certificates, representing our silver dollars, 

. here for tbt) r.onvenience of our people, and there was no expectation of are worth a great deal more than the Mexican silver dollar containing 
on tla wing silver. thre~ and one-half grains more of silver. 

Why was it that the silver went away? It was because we struck I may be wrong, but I argue from this that there is a difference of 
the wrong ratio in our legislation in 1834. from 25 to 20 per cent. between the ratios of our country and of Eng-

Eighteen hundred and seventy-three came. I agree that that was a land, and France, and Germany,'as between these gold-standard conn­
most unfortun~te act on the part of Congress by which the disfranchise- tries and the silver countries. Now, it may be that Senators are right 
ment of silver occurred in 1873, but I have never taken much thought who believe that this bridge of 30 per cent. can be passed over in 
of it because at that tirµe we had no silver or gold in the United St.atps, thirty days, or ninety days, or even in a year, so as not to disturb and 
practically. We were on a paper-currency basis, and not near a metal- destroy the existing conditions, and so believing they may be willing 
lie basis in either of the precious metals. Therefore, it is true, as it was to enter at once upon the free coinage of silver; but I do no~ believe 
true in 1867, when the savants met in Paris and agreed that gold should that it is practicable. The savants of France and the members of the 
be the universal standard of money; they did not discuss the silver qnes- Latin Union are certainly as wise as we are here, some of them at least. 
tion at that convention. Now, although they have $1,200,000,000 of silver. at the ratio of 15~ 

They discussed whether they could make a twenty-five-franc piece and to 1, they have not been willing to open their mints to the free coinage 
a pound piece and a five-dollar gold piece upon an equality; and in that of silver without, not only the United States, but either Germany or 
discussion they discovered that that could not be done as respects silver England joining with them. , 
and gold unitedly, and therefore they said,'' Inasmuch as we can not do In other words, they believe that if they open their mints for the 
it upon both metals without inconvenience, let us select one of them;" free coinage of silver there will be such a disparity between silver and 
and the influences and the power there of those eminent men favored gold gold as will reduce the standard. 
rather than silver. That is all there was in the action of 1867. Mr. That is my trouble as respects the free coinage of silver in this coun­
Samuel B. Ruggles, of the United States, an eminent citizen of the State try. I do not believe we can enter upon it at this moment. We might 
of New York, a member of that convention, had no more power to bind by such legislation as we propose here enhance the value of silver grad­
the people of the United States as respects its judgment upon this ques- ually, and thus in a few years be ready to open our, mints to the free 
tion than we have to bind the people to the adoption of the principles coinage of silver; but we are not ready for that now. Whilst I would 
of the Koran. He knew nothing about the sentiments of the people gladly join with every man who favors the free coinage of silver, I can 
of the UnHed States upon this question of metallic money. There had not do it now, because I believe it would greatly disturb and perhaps 
been no expressj.on of public sentiment either for or against silver or destroy the business interests of our country. 
gold. They both stood ino~coinage and mint ads as upon an equality I ha\'e here from the Comptroller of the Currency a statement of the 
at a ratio of 16 to 1. There had prior to that time been no public dis- amount of bank deposits in the UnitedStates-$1,500,000,000 of saving 
cnssion in these halls 0£ anywhere in the balls of legislation looking deposits alone. I ask Senators jn good faith respecting this, can we 
to the destruction and desecration and outlawry of silver. run therisk of bridging over this difference of 30 per cent., or 25 per 

But it was in pursuance of that. action that in 1873 we fell in with cent.,or whatever it is, and endanger the people who own these savings 
what seemed to be the popularsentimentabroadinfavorofdisfranchis- in savings-banks? Can we :run the risk of disturbing property by a · 
ing silver entirely. I say it was a mistake, but I want to call the at- sudden change in the ratio, whether it be part up or part down, mak­
tention of Senators to the fact that if that had not been done at that ing it 15 per cent. by our legislation in a single day? I can not do it 
ti•e, before we entered upon our specie resumption, if we had main- for myself. Therefore, I shall no.t vote for the free and unlimited coin­
tained the free coinage of silver we should have been obliged to have age of silver if that amendment shall be offered here. 
changed our ratio. The Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] shakes · Mr. VEST. Will the Senator from Iowa explain to me one proposi­
his head. That is also an opinion of mine only. tion that be has advanced? I understand him to state that even if 

Mr. Presideot, here are two illnstrationsshowingthatsilverandgold our silver coinage .were put up to $700,000,000, which he states to be 
mllSt have a ratio that is agreeable to the principal nations of the world, about twice the present amount, it would not affect the valJie of the 

·or else that they will interchangeably flow from one country t.o another. coin certificates of silver relatively with gold? 
We are to-day upon an absolute g:old standard. Does anybody deny Mr. ALLISON. Under the present plan of coinage. 
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Mr. VEST. Would free coinage have any other effect? 
:Mr. ALLISON. I think so. That is what I am trying to explain. 

I will give another reason why. 
Mr. VEST. I do not see how. 
Mr. ALLISON. It is perfectly plain to me that the silver bullion 

of the world must re~ate itself and be sn bstantially of the same value 
everywhere. Now. if we go t-0 free coinage at the ratio of 16 to 1, what 
do we do? We say to the Latin Union states, "Unl~ you will recoin 
the $1,200,000,00Q_that you now hold on a basis of 15! to 1, you must 
either sell your silver and get gold or you must leave your mints closed 
forever." Can there be any doubt about that? I should be glad to 
have Senators explam to me how it wm be possible for us to have free 
coinage of silver at the ratio of 16, and the nations of Europe to have 
this enormo11B hoard of silver at the ratio of 15! to 1. 

That situation will not Ia.st always. They will be obliged io sell 
their silver at a loss of 3 per cent., or else they will be obliged to hold 
to their present status and condition. I do not believe that they will 
retain their silver. I believe they will sell it at some time. 

Mr. BUTLER. l\Iay I ask the Senator if-in his judgment the time 
will ever arrive in this country when we can resort to free coinage of 
silver with onr present ratio existing as the difficulty in the way? 

Mr. ALLISON. If I were to vote for free coinage to-day I should 
vote for the relation of15! to 1. I believe that that would come nearer 
securing a parity bet:ween the silver and gold of the world than the ratio 
of16to1. But Ido believe that by _proper negotiations withothercoun· 
tries we can in the very near future secure an arrangement whereby 
we cJ.n open our mints to the free coinage of silver at a ratio to be 
agreed upon. I will say further to the Senator from South Carolina. 
that I may at some time vote with him, if he and I are both here, wnen 
I will not say now, in favor of the free coinage of silver; but I can not 
do so now for the reasons I have stated. When we do, we are either 
coming to the silver standard, or it may be a depressed standard, which 
I believe it will be for some time to come, or else we must come to it 
by an arrangement such as I have described. Now, that is all there 
is in this question. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator has not answered my interrogatory ex­
actly. The point of my inquiry was whether the time for free coinage 
would ever arrive with the present ratio of 16 to 1 in this country and 
15! to 1 in the Latin Union. 

:rirr. ALLISON. It may arrive within.six months. 
Mr. BUTLER. I ask whether the time will ever arrive when we 

- can safely resort to free coinage with that obstacle in the way which I 
understand the Senator to say is an insuperable one. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is not what I say at all. I say until there is 
an agreed ratio. It may be that that agreed ratio will be 16 to 1. I 
hope it will be, because that will prevent us- from being obliged to 
lower our $300,000,000 of silver that we have now. - But what I mean 
to say is that I do not think it is wi,se for us to open our mints to the 
free coinage of silver until we have exhausted at least an effort to se­
cure an agreed ratio between ourselves and other states. 

Mr. BUTLER. In view of the experienceofthisG<:>vernment upon 
that subject it seems to me that we never shall get an international 
monetary arrangement. We have made two efforts already, and the 
Governments of Europe have declined, as I understand it. 

Mr. ALLISON. The view of the experience of our Government has 
no influence upon me. Our Government bas had no experience. 

Mr. BUTLER. We have made several efforts to get an international 
monetary arrangement. 

Mr. ALLISOl'f. We have made two efforts, one in 1879 and one in 
1881, and if they bad been pursued, in my belief they would have been 
successful soon after. But since that time we have had nothing ex­
cept statements to European powers that the people of the United 
States were in favor of the single standard of gold, and that they did 
not believe in silver at all. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Do I understand the Senator when he speaks of an 
internationa1 arrangement to include England? 

Mr. ALLISON. I either include it or exclude it. 
l\Ir. EUSTIS. I ask the Senator whether he includes England? 
:Mr. ALLISON. I am not speaking of an international arrangement 

with any particular country. 
Mr. EUSTIS. I ask the Senator whether in speaking of an inter­

national arrangement he includes England i-
:Mr . .ALLISON. I answered the Senator that I did not include it 

or exclude it. I believe that the United States and the Latin Union 
states could, if they agreed upon a ratio, maintain silver at that ratio, 

ut other people do not think so. Therefore it may be that England 
is necessary. I do not think it is. So I do not include it or e:x:cludeit. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Presiden~ • 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Iowa. yield 

- to the Senator from Vermont? 
Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. 
Mr. MORRILL. I wish to say that, as I happen to know, the Sena­

tor from Iowa has bad no time to make any preparation for his speech 
t.o-day: and I hope therefore that he will not be further interrupted. 

Mr. ALLISON. I thank the Senator from Vermont for that sug­
gestion, although it does not disturb me especially to be interrupted, 

-exeept that it causes me to encroach upon time which belongs properly 
to others. 

Mr. President. I want to say that in my view the free and Wtlim­
ited coinage of silver at this moment will not result in placing silver at 
par with gold at the ratio of 16 to 1. I am not prepared to say what 
the proper dividing line would be. It would be somewhere between 
th-e dividing line of 25 and par. Hence I am not willing to enter upon 
an arrangement which will at once change the standard and thus change 
all relations in the Umted States, whether it be the wages of labor, the 
savings of the people, or the contracts that have been made. These are 
the reasons why I at this moment am not prepared to enter upon the 
free coinage of silver. I am prepared to enter upon a free coinage when 
this dividing line is lessened, as 1 am noli sure it will be greatly by the 
bill which we propose here. This bill takes from out the markets of 
ilie world $54,000,000 worth of silver per annum, nnd thereby places 
it in such relation to the other silver of the world as that it can be util­
ized hereafter in the coinage upon a relationthatmay be agreed upon. 

Mr. DANIEL. Ifit will not interrupt the Senator from Iowa, will 
he allow me to ask him a question for information? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Iowa yield 
to the Senator from Virginia? 

!fr. ALLISON. I do with the understanding that it is not to be 
long. 

Mr. DANIEL. I should like to ask the Senator this question. He 
expresses the opinion, which is shared in by many, that it would be 
perhaps better, if we were ~ coin the silver dollar, to .coin it at the 
ratio of 15! to 1 rather than 15.98 or 16, as commonly called now, if 
we issue silver certificates or Treasury notes for bullion. Now, would 
it not be the same in effect as coining the silver dollars at a ratio of 
15.98 or 16, as commonly called, to 1, in that we should be expected 
to redeem those representatives at that ratio? 

Mr. ALLISON. There is no difficulty about that. These certificates 
are issued at the ratio of 15.98 to~ but they are not .coin, and they 
are redeemable now, .and will be, not only in silver, but in gold. I 
·trust that neither this Congr~ nor any other will ever pfopose a meas­
ure which will have the effect to separate one from th-a other. I know 
of but one instance where the public creditor suffered by a debasement 
of our coin, and that was in 1834 when 6~ per cent. was clipped from 
our gold coin by a change of ratio. 

Mr. President, I do not like to g-0 into the field of politics and I do 
not mean to do so; but we have for twelve years had the act of Febru­
ary 28, 1878, uponourstatute·books. During four years of that period 
the control of this G<:>vernment was in the bands of the Democratic 
party. The President of that party, before he was inaugurated, in­
sisted that the coinage of silver under that act should stop before he took' 
the oath of office.. His Secretary of the Treasury., who came into power 
on the4thofMarch, 1885, findingbut$2,000,000amonthhad been coined 
under previous Secretaries, coined during the four years of his power only 
that minimum; and twice during his term, if I am not mistaken, he 
recommended the suspension of silver coinage absolutely. Although 
there was a majority during all this period in the House of Representa­
tives of the Democratic party and a large and rnflnential and able mi­
nority in this body during all those four years, ending only a year ago, 
there was not a voice raised in either Rouse by the Democratic party 
in condemnation oft'I!e policy proposed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, Mr. President, I hope the Senator will not 
make quite so broad a statement in regard to the action of the other 
House, because there were bills introduced a.nd presented there and 
voted upon. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am speaking now of action looking to the passage 
of bills. The House of Representatives passed no such bill from i885 
to 1889. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is true that the House passed no bills, but a 
bill was reported to the House by a Democratic member from Missouri 
and was voted down by the Republican minority and a few Democrats 
aiding them. 

Mr. ALDRICH. A free-coinage bill was adversely reported from a 
Democratic committee in a Democratic Ho~e of Representatives, and 
it was voted down by a Democratic House of Representatives by a 
large majority. ._. 

Mr. MORGAN. They were not good Democrats; that is all. 
M.r. REAGAN. But it was not voted down by a majority of Demo-

cra~. -
Mr. ALLISON. Mr. Prefildent, we ent from this Chamber an im­

portant liberalizing bill in 1887 as an .amendment to the national bank­
ing act. It went to the House of Representatives and there went to 
"the tomb of the Capulets," and never was heard of during the whole 
of the Administration of President Cleveland. 

Now, what I do not understand is the new-born zeal that comes :fi'om 
that side of the Cb.amber in favor of free and unlimited coinage of sil­
ver when they had four years of power and made no effort-when I 
say '' no effort '' I mean no such effort as they could have made-to es-
tablish this free coinage. • 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator certainly wants to be aS!Cumte-­
The PRESIDENT p1'0 tempore; Does the Senator from fowa yil"ld? 
Mr . .ALLISON. I yield·. 
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Mr. BUTLER. The Senator wants to be accurate. The movement 
for the free coinage of silver came from his side of the Chamber. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am just giving a little bit of historical inform.a­
. tion, because I have been interrupted on account of my expressing 
hostility to free coinage, and that interruption has come largely from 
the other side of the Chamber, and I wondered why it was that that 
side of the Chamber had waked up so suddenly to the great wrong that 
was being inflicted now upon the American people .because '!e do not 
before daylight to-morrow pass a bill for the free comage of silver. 

Mr. BUTLER. We are following the lead of the Senator's collea~es 
on the other side of the Chamber. 

Mr . .ALLISON. I know you are. 
Mr. BUTLER. Then I think that fact ought to be stated. 
Mr. ALLISON. I only called attention to it. 
Mr. VEST. Mr. President-
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from .. Iowa yield 

to the Senator from Missouri? 
Mr. ALLISON. For one moment. 
l'iir. VEST. My friend expresses great zeal for historical accuracy. 

Will he permit me to read from the RECORD in regard to a measure in 
which he figured very conspicuously? 

Mr. ALLISON. I know what that record is. 
Mr. ~T. I know the Senator does. 
Mr. ALLISON. I voted in 1879, or whatever the date, against the 

free coinage of silver, as I shall do now. 
Mr. VEST. Exactly, and the Senator states now in the Senate of 

the United States that he is surprised at the new-born zeal of the Dem­
ocratic party. I .have the RECORD here where I myself introduced a 
resolution for free coinage. 

Mr. ALLISON. When was that? 
Mr. VEST. On June 30, 1879. 
Mr. ALLISON. In 1879. Eleven long years have elapsed and passed 

into history. 
Mr. VEST. Will the Senator permit me to supplement it by a state­

ment of the resolution? It was-
Resolved, cte., That the complete remonetization of silve:r and its restoration 

to a. perfect equality with gold, both as coin and bullion, a.re demanded alike 
by the dictates of justice and wise states~nship. 

It was known that the Finance Committee was '"'the tomb of the 
Capulet.a" for all silver legislation. The Senator was a conspicuous 
member of that eommittee then, as he· is now. He is a Republican, 
and a test vote was had here, and not one single Republican failed to 
vote to send this resolution to that committee when he knew that was 
the death of it. They sent it there by 1 majdrity, on the Sena.tor's 
motion, and every Democlrat but 3 voted against sending it there. It 
was a test vote. 

Mr . .ALLISON. '! agree to that, but that wa.s in 1879. 
Mr. VEST. Ob, yes. 
Mr . .ALLISON. Where was the Senator during the four years of 

President Cleveland's Administration that he was not introducing these 
resolutions in this Chamber and asking test votes? 

Mr. VEST. I was :fighting the Republican party, as usual, on this 
and every other question. 

Mr. AL.LISON. But not in the same way. 
It sometimes occurs that such resolutions presented by the minority 

are put in fur the purpose of annoying and embarrassing the majority. 
During the placid quiet and comfort of n Democratic Administration 
of four years, if I heard the voice of the Senator from Missouri in favor 

. of the free coinage of silver it has passed from my memory_; but now 
when we have both Houses and the President the situation is changed, 
and the demand is made upon us for free coinage. 

Mr. President, I have made these observations without preparation, 
as I have had no time to make preparation upon the discussion of thjs 
bill, for the purpose of stating the reasons why I at this moment of 
time can not support the amendment that has been suggested upon 
both sides of the Chamber, by my friend froai Colorado and by the 
Senator from Missourj, but will support what I regard as a safe, lib­
eral, conservative measure, having in view, and clearly in sight, I hope, 
the free coinage of silver at no distant day upon a basis which will 
make that free coinage permanent, and enable silver and goJd to travel 
liand in hand, as they did for nearly a century, at a ratio fixed by law 
with reference to their coinage. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Mr. President, I desire to say only a word. In 1878 
I heard pretty much the same speeches that are made to-day with re­
gard to some international arrangement with foreign governments; and 
~he people of the United States were told then to wait and that an in­
ternational arrangement would be secured in the course of time. We 
are now advocating, many of us, the free coinage of silver, and we bear 
the same argument over and over again, "Wait, and we will secure 
some international arrangement." When shall we secure it? 

I asked the Senator from fowa whether l;ie included England in any 
possible ai:rangement. He said he did not. I rather think that, cer­
tainly up to'the time when I asked him the question, he thought that 
England was a neces.sary party, and if England be a necessary party we 
shall never pass a law till judgment day giving the American people 
free coinage of ail ver. . _ 

It is a little singular that the Senators on the other side, the Sena­
tor from Vermont, the Senator from Ohio, the Senator from Iowa, 
Senators who may be called the Meccas of American :finance, still use 
that argument, and no other argument, repudiating the Republican 
platform of 1888 and fulling back and shieldingthemseJves behind the 
plat.form of 1884. That was what the Republican party declared in 
favor of in 1884, an international arrangement; for the Republicanr 
party has been able from 1878 to 1884 to delude the American people 
by this specious argument and this impossible promise. This was the 
plank of the Republican platform of 1884-"'-

Mr. .ALDRICH. Will the Senator let me interrupt him for a mo­
ment? 

Mr. EUSTIS. Let me read this. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is the duty of the Chair to an­

nounce that the hour of 3 o'clock has arrived,- at which time general 
debate was to cease and each Senator was to be permitted tospeakbut 
once only and for five minutes on any question. The Senator.from 
Louisiana will proceed. 

Mr. EUSTIS. This is the plank of the Republican platform of 
1884: 

We ha.ve always recommended the best money known to the civilized world, 
and we urge that an effort be made to unite all commercial nations in the .es­
tablishment of an international standard which shall fix for all the relative 
value of gold and silver coinage. 

That was the Republican platform of 188.:1, and that is the argu­
ment which we hear now from leading Republican Senators on the 
other side. The Republican platform of 1888 repudiated that idea. 
They did not then, in 1888, say a single word with reference to any 
international arrangement upon! the silver question. They took an 
entirely new departure when they declared, as their plank reads, as 
follows: 

The Republican party is in favor of Lhe use of both gold and silver n.s money, 
and condemns the policy of the Democratic administration in its efforts to de­
monetize silver. 

Mr. .ALDRICH. Will the Senator from Louisiana now be kind 
enough to read the Democratic platform for 1888? 

Mr. EUSTIS. I have not got it with me. [Laughter.] 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, may I ask the Senator if it is not 

in the same book be holds in his band? · 
Mr. EUSTIS. I expect it is. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Then the Senator has it with him and does not 

wish to read it. [Laughter.] ' 
Mr. EUSTIS. I have not examined the book. Perhaps the Sena- , 

tor from Vermont knows what the book contains. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I rather think it is there. 
Mr. EUSTIS. But we said nothing about it in 1888. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let uwsee what it says. Let me take it. [The 

book was hanaed. J 
Mr. EUSTIS. Mr. President, I wish simply to bring to the atten­

tion of the American people the faet that the argument which is used 
to-day against free coinage is the argument that we must still continue 
to wait until it suits the pleasure of England and Germany and other 
countries to come down on their knees and to ask us into some confer­
ence, or consultation, or combination, or convention in order to estab­
lish the ratio between gold and silver which will be agreeable to them 
(which is an impossibility, and every Senator ought to know it), and to 
say that if we propose to give the American people silver dollars we 
shall have to give them irrespective of the wishes, of the policy, orthe 
intent or purposes of any foreign Government. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I simply wish to observe that silence is 
sometimes preferable to falsehood. If the Democratic party said noth­
ing upon the question of silver in 1888, it was not because it receded 
from the position assumed always by a large majority of that p&-ty, 
but it was because (and I state it frankly) the President of the United 
States who had been elected by the Democratic ·party was an Eastern 
man, a. New York man, who did not sympathize with the maJority of 
his party upon this question. Mr. Cleveland came to the Presidency 
imbued with the prejudices of the New York bankers. He knew noth­
ing about the West. He was in one sense, as to his opinion upon sil­
ver, a sectional man. He had been simply governor of the State of 
New York, and although he developed after he became President of 
the United States a degree of ability which his friends~ even, never 
claimed for him, his information upon the silver question was defective. 
I have reason to believe that he is better informed now upon it, and 
more in sympathy with the people of the great West and with the im-
mense majority of the Democratic party. . 

But the Senator from Iowa, who to.day arraigns the Democratic 
party in this Chamber, pleads the statute of limitations on his own ac· 
tion in 1879. He knew when he voted to send the resolution for free 
coinage to the Committee on Finance that he sent it to certain and ab­
solute death. He knew that no silver tracks ever came out from that 
den. He knew that even the Democratic chairman of that committee 
was opposed to silver. I have the vote here, and in order to make the 
record absolutely correct I will read it. There were but four Demo­
crats, I believe, who voted in favor of the reference of that res9olution. 
The resolution, which I have read, declared for the complete remone­
tiz tion of silver. 
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The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISO~] moved to refer it to the Fi­
nance Committee on the 30th of June, 1879, and a reference to the RECORD 
will show that it was considered a test vote for and against the free 
coinage of silver. The yeas, to send it to the cave of death for the pur­
pose of killing it, when they knew an echo would never be beard from 
it again, were--
, Mr. MORRILL. Why does the Senator from Missouri say it was 
"the cave of death?" 

-Mr. VEST. It was known that a majorify of the committee was 
against silver. 

Mr. MORRILL. How did gentlemen know it? Was ever a bill of 
that character sent there which was reported adversely or was killed 
by suppression? 

Mr. VEST. Well, Mr. President, nothing waa ever heard of this 
resolution again. I ha\-e never heard of it from the day itentered the 
sacred precincts of that money committee. I knew then it was gone, 
and I bade it farewell-

Farewell, vain world, I'm going home. 

It went there and it staid there; the chairman of that committee never 
reported upon it, and no action was taken, and it never was intended 
to be reported upon. 

These yeas and nays show how the two parties stood. Now, I will 
read them. There is no ·escape. · The yeas were Messrs. ALLISON, An-
thony, Bayard, who was known to be an anti-silverman-- . 

Mr. MORRILL. Let me ask the Senator from Missouri if Senator 
Bayard, a good Democrat, was not chairman of the committee at that 
time? 

Mr. VEST. I will interrqpt the reading of this roll simply to say 
that when the Senator from Delaware was made chairman of the Fi­
nance Committee, when the Democrats held control of the Senate, for 
the two years that we held it, he bad measures sent to him in favor of 
the free coinage of silver and positively refused to report them, and 
when my Democratic colleagues and myself, those of us who were in 
the Senate, p~ed him to report, be resigned rather than do it. Does 
the Senator want any more history? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, yes. 
Mr. VEST. Now, here are the yeas and nays. The yeas were: 

Messrs. ALLISON, Anthony, Bavard, BLAm, Burnside, Cameron of Wiscon· 
sin, Carpenter, CHANDLER, Conkling, Eaton, Ferry, Hill of Colorado, Kellogg, 
Kernan- _, 

A New York man, a Democrat-
Kirkwood, Logan, l\loRRILL, PADDOCK, PLATT, Rollins, Saunders, 'Vhyte­

A Democrat from Maryland-
and Windom-23-

- who voted to put that resolution in the tomb. 
The nays were: 
Messrs. Beck, BUTLER, CALL, COCKRELL, COKE, Davis of Illinois, Garland, 

11A.RRIB~ Hereford, Houston, Jon as, Jones of Florida, Maxey 1...¥0 RGAN, Pendle­
ton, SaulSbury, Slater, VANCE, VEST, VOORHEES, Walker, and williams-22. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What was the date of that? 
Mr. VEST. June 30, 1879. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Just twenty-five days after the Democratic con-· 

vention in St. Louis? 
Mr. VEST. In 1879 I said. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, in 1879. I thought the Senator said 1878. 
Mr. TELLER. What is the date? 
Mr. VEST. June 30, 1879. 
The PRESIDENT pro 'tempore. The Sen:iitor from Missouri has 

spoken five minutes. . 
Mr. VEST. I ask the Senate to give me a few moments more, as I 

ha'e not spoken upon this bill heretofore. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Senator will have leave to proceed. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection, and 

the Senator from Missouri will be allowed to proceed without limit of 
time. 

Mr. VEST. The Senator from Iowa wants to know why no voice 
on the Democratic side was raised agai~t the position of Mr. Cleve­
land on silver. There was a Democratic voice raised, sir, in this Cham­
ber, and raised within ten days after Congress met and after Mr. Cleve­
Jand bad made known his anti-silver opinions. Before be had taken 
the oath of office an immense majority of Democrats of the House and 
Senate addressed him a written communication pro~ting against what 
were known to be, then, for the first time, his anti-silver opinions. 
He replied in that letter which has passed into history, in which be 
gave the reasons against silver coinage which were given to-day by 
the Senatorfromiowa, thathe believedsilverwould becomethemoney 
of the country and gold would depart from it; that Europe would in­
undate us with its cheap silver, and so fortll, and so on, ad nauseam. 

Mr. ALLIBON. I have made no such statement. 
Mr. VEST. Well, Mr. President, the Senator wanted an interna­

tional conference. I believe the Senator wants that. 
Mr. ,ALLISON. I do. 
Mr. VEST. I will amend then by saying that Mr. Cleveland wanted 

an international conference, which is absolutely impossible, and the 
Senator from Iowa must Itnow it. England ·will never give up her 

advantage upon this question by any international conference. Eng- · 
land wants gold to be high and dear and silver to be cheap, beeause 
she can buy her silver at depreciated prices and use iti.n her dependency 
oflndia, whilst England itself remains the clearing-honseofthe world 
upon a gold basis. England is dictating the whole thing. England is 
responsible for the opinion of the world commercialJy to-day upon 
silver and gold. 

The Republican party tell us they want an American system. They 
want to subsidize steam-ships so as to bring back our carrying trade 
under the American flag. They want to exclude foreign importations, 
so that we shall have our own American productions; but when we 
come to silver, the great American production of this continent, we 
must follow subserviently England and take the English system with 
gold as the standard of value and silver demonetized as one of the 
precious metals. 

Mr. President, when Congress met after the election of Mr. Cleveland 
and after his views were known, there was one voice heard in Congress 
iu a speech tba t reverberated from one end of this conn try to the other, a 
speech that brought to their feet- the American people all over the 
West, a speech that had more effect upon public opinion than any 
which bas been delivered since I have been a member of this body. 
That voice is now stilled in death. It wastbevoiceofJames B. Beck, 
of Kentucky, who in this ball, with the undivided attention of the 
whole Senate, attacked the views of the Democratic President and ex­
posed their fallacy and the utter want of foundation upon which they 
could stand. 

Yet the Senator from Iowa, who did not then say one word, who to­
day stands as he did in 1879, opposed to the remonetization of silver, 
stands here and taunts the Democratic party with theiu·ecord upon the 
silver question, and claims that the Republicans have been par excellence 
its friends! 

In the Forty-ninth Congress, when the Committee on Coinage, W eigb ts~ 
and Measures of the Honse of Representatives reporte.d adversely a bill 
framed by my colleague [Mr. BLA.ND] in favor of the free coinage of 
silver, and it was brought into the House and voted upon, what was 
the proportion between the two parties on free coinage then? Ninety­
six Democrats and tbiity Republicans voted for free coinage, and the 
Republican party beat the measure. If one-half of them bad VQted 
with the Democrats the suceess of silver coinage would then, so far as 
the action of the Honse of Representati-.es was concerned, have been 
fully achieved. 

That is not all, Mr. President. I have before me a remarkable rec­
ord., When the BlaJ?d bill was passed in 1878 and the banks of New 
York precipitated a financial panic, it was only averted by the action 
of the Treasury of the United States. I have before me the record of 
the extraordinary proceedings then adopted agai_nst even tbe limited 
coinage of silver t-0 $2,000,000 a month and not exceeding $4,000,000. 
I read from Weston on the Silver Question: 

On the 8th instant, a committee of these banks had a conference at Washington 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, at which were present the Attorney-General 
and some minor officials. The result was a plan submitted to these bank& on 
the 12th instant, and agreed to, only one bank representative (l\lr. Colgate) ob· 
jecting. The leading features of it are, first, that the banks will reject silver 
deposits, except as repayable only in kind; second, that silver shall not be al­
lowed as clearing-house money except for small fractional sums not exceerung 
SlO; and, third, that in respect to all payments by Government drafts on the 
Ne'v York banks, or on the United States assistant treasurer at New York, 
they shall be cleared at the clearing-house in New York, at which a desk is to 
be assigned to a representative of the United States Treasury. 

At the bank meeting on the 12th, Mr. Colgate objected to the plan, that it 
"could only mean to fly in the face of Congress and declare the silver dollar 
that had been declared a legal tender to be worthless." According to the report 
in the New York Times of the next day-

To this the reply wa.s made that there was not the slightest disposition to de­
preciate the flilver dollar, or to reflect upon the Go\·ernment, and certainly if it 
had appeared that there was, the Secretary of the Treasury and the members of 
the Cabinet who approved of the plan would have detected it and sought to 
modify the policy to be adopted. 

Such a. reply made by, and in the presence of, the committee of bankers 
present at the conference of the 8th at 'Vashington, is decisive as to what oc­
curred there. Even mo:llle decisive, as far as the .Secretary of the Treasury is 
concerned, is his subsequent engagement which makes a part of the bank pro­
ceedings on the 12th, that a Government representative shall take a seat in a 
clearing-house, in which silver is rejected as money, and where such a represent­
ative could not sit, except on the basis of a promise that the Government drafts 
on New York, being the bulk of all its drafts, shall be paid in gold, or paper 
convertible into gold. To do all this is to change the metallic standard of this 
country from coin to gold. The New York Tribune said, exultingly, on the 
13th,that "practically the banks of the city of New York repeal the silver bill"-

That is true-
"practically the banks of the city of New York repeal the silver bill." It is as 
much mistaken as when it said last winter that "the capital of the country is 
organized at last and Congress dare not fly in its face." 

Mr. President, that sho.ws the animus of this attack upon silver. It 
was deliberately determined upon that the United States of America 
should abandon silver and put itself en rapport with the commercial 
world by adopting the gold standard exclusively. Ifthere.everC<?uld 
have been a doubt on this subject it is removed by the fact that the 
banks in the city of New York, with the consent of the Treasury De­
partment, were to virtually demonetize silver and bring the business 
of the great metropolis of the country exclusively, to a gold basis. 

It is true that in 1888 the Democratic party said nothing upon the 
subject of silver in its platform. It is an open secret known to the whole 
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world that ~fr. Cleveland by -his message upon the tariff question had 
put that issue exclusively of all others before the people of the United 
States, and the campaign in whicl1 he was our candidate the second time 
was fought upon thatand that alone. It was the salient point. Whilst 
we reaffirmed the former platform . of the party, I ask no ad van lage by 
reason of that. I stand here to avow that the last canvass was fought 
on the tariff. ' 

I know that in my section of the country the people have never wa­
vered in their devotion to silver. I know that as a public man I barn 
never addressed them from the hustings without declaring for the 1ree 
coinage of silver. But in the last canvass the tariff overshadowed every 
other issue, and it is unfair for the Senat-0r from Iowa to say that be­
cause nothing was said in our platform distinctively on the subject of 
silver, therefore the Democratic party had receded from its former po­
sition. 

Mr. President, I assert that the position of the la.rge mass of the Demo­
cratic party bas been unwavering in favor.of the freecoinage of silver; that 
they have never faltered· in their devotion to it, and because one leader 
or ten leaders did not agree with therank and file and web and woofof 
the party, that is no indication that our sentiment bad changed upon 
this great question. 

I am not here to atta-ck national banks. I think that for some pur­
poses it is the best banking system ever invented in this country. I 
have consistently and persistently, and expect to do it until my public 
career is closed, opposed that feature of the national-banking system 
which gives them the power to expand or contract the currency of this 
country at their own pleasure. The first address I ever delivered in 
this Senate Chamber was against that feature of the national-banking 
law. I would not give that power to any set of men that God ever 
created. I would much less give to the Secreta.ry of the Treasury the 
power that is given to him in this House bill, to do with silver as he 
pleases. Both these features, the one in the banking law, to which I 
have alluded, and the one in the House bill in regard to silver, are 
equally objectionable. 

But to show Me animus of this attack, to show how this party of 
aristocratic gold, for it is the aristocratic money now of the world, 
have persistenly and systemat.ically attacked silver, I want to read a 
circular of the national banks which was published extensively through 
the country and appeared first in the St. Louis Christian Advocate, 
having been sent to that paper: 

DEAR Sm: It is advisable to do all in your power to sustain such daily and 
p1·ominent weekly newspapers, especially the agricultural and religious press, 
as will oppose the issuing of greenback paper money, and that you withhold 
patronage or favors from all applicants who are not willing to oppose the Gov­
ernment issue of money. Let the Government issue the coin and the banks 
issue the paper money of the country, for then we can better protect each other. 
To repeal the law creating national banks, or to restore to circulation the Gov­
ernment issue of money, will be to provide the people with money, and will 
seriously affect your individual profits as banker and lender. See your mem­
ber of Congress at once, and engage him to support our interest, that we may 

·control legislation. 
(Si~ned by the secretary.) JAS. BUELL. 

Mr. Buell was the president of a national bank in the ~Hy of New 
York, dead, -i believe, some four or five years ago. -

Mr. ALDRICH. What is the date? 
Mr. VEST. There is no date given here, but this paper was pub­

lished in 1889. It must have been issued some time before that. The 
date is not given, however; but that pn.per is an entirely responsible 
one and the circular has never been denied. 

Mr. President, the animus of that circular indicates the spirit ofall 
the bankers in the country without almost a single exception. It is 
that the money which i"I dearest and most valuable shall become the 
~tandard of value. It is that silver money, which is considered the 
cheap money of the country, the money of the people, shall be driven 
out of existence, directly or indirectly. 

Mr. HOAR. Is there anything in the circular the Senator has read 
on the subject which he says indicates the animus of the bankers? 

Mr. VE8T. I leave the Senator from Massachusetts, who is exceed· 
ingly good at conclusions, to draw his own. I have read the circular 
for what it is worth. I say that the animus of that circular is that 
the banks should control the monetary system of the United States, and 
they are arrayed to--day, as their proceedings at Kansas City in national 
convention show, against silver almost to a man. If Senators will take 
the trouble to look at the pi;:oceeding of that convention they will find 
that when Mr. St. John undertook to advocate a limitedcoinageofsil­
ver on a bullion basis he was received almost with hisses, coldly, un­
sympathetically, and be saw that he bad no support in that conven­
tion. 

But when Mr. John Jay Knox, former Comptroller of the Currency 
under two Republican Administrations, now the president of a national 
bank in the city of New York, took the flooranddeclaredagainst silver 
and for gold as the standard of value in the United States, &lthusia.sm 
was high; and when he reached the climax and said, "I stand here 
and avow that I am the author of the act of 1873 that demonetized the 
silver dollar,'' there was a roar of applause such as never was h.eard 
outside of a popular convention. Mr. Knox to-day holds it as the crown 
of his political and banking career that he is the author of the act of 
1873 which struck the silver dollar from the coinage of the American 
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people, and he is the idol of the bankers of the United States because 
he did it. 

It is useless for gentlemen to attempt to disguise this whole thing. 
There is but one safe ground for the friends of silver, and I announce 
it here to-day and propose that it shall be tested in the Senate by a 
yea-and-nay vot.e. There is no middle ground. Silver must be put on 
the same basis with gold. There never will be an equality between 
the metals as money metals so long as yon limit the coinage of silver. 

Sir, this idle fear that the nations of1 Europe will dump their silver 
upon the people of the United States if we have free coinage is a dream, 
an ignis fatuus. It is brought here in order to scare Senators and Rep­
resentatives from tbe popular demand now made throughout the conn· 
try except in a very few sections. 

Men are governed by interest. We are sending abroad now-I do 
not care about statistics-say, $17,000,000 in silver every year. Does 
any man believe that with this demand for silver abroad, with India. 
as a dumping-ground and a sink for silver, where all they can get goes 
in and never a dollar comes out, they will lose 3 per cent. in the ratio 
of coinage and pay transportation for their silver here to be sold? But 
suppose they do, as the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] said per­
tinently the other day, is silver poison? Is silverdead.1y? Do you want 
to drive silver from yon? What is there about it that 'would destroy 
the interests and welfare of the people of the United States? · 

Mr. President, these arguments seem to be based upon the idea that 
the United States of America is Rouma.nia, or Mexico, or a South 
American state. Senators seem to forget the vast resources of this 
country. We are to-day the commanding people of the world except 
as to commerce. We are to·da.y able to make our own standard. W ~ 
are able to say for ourselves what shall be the money of the· people of , 
the United States, and we are able to maintain it. But if the friends 
of silver run from the flag, if under the caucus whip or the Executive 
lash they go from their hone~t convictions and allow its enemies to 
trample it under foot here again by bullion or limited coinage, the day 
of its redemption will never come. 

Sir, I have seen strange things in my brief political career, but in the 
last few days I have seen and heard things that went beyond my cre­
dulity. I read in the Co~GRESSIONAL RECORD with great pleasure 
bot a few days since an eloquent and impM.sioned address in favor of 
silver. Every argument of the gold men was refuted; every plea for 
silver was urged in language that burned, and yet at the conclusion 
of that oration the gentleman who delivered it announc_ed that he would 
vote for the pending bill and against silver, in hopes that the thing 
could be amended in another part of the Capitol. Every conviction 
was given up, every argument went for nothing, and be announced as 
the Representative of a district of free people that be proposed to sur­
render his convictions and vote against silver, because, he said, there 
were no rules in the Senate limiting debate, and Senators could speak 
as long as they plQased and offer any amendments they wanted. 

Mr. President, the whole issue is silver money or not. I want my 
friend from Nevada [Mr. Jmrns] to make no mistake. He under­
stands this question. He knows that the very minute you put any 
limit on the coinage of silver you degrade it. I was astonished to hear 
the junior Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART] say in answer to a 
question of the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] that four and 
a half million dollars' coinage a month would bring silver up to a parity 
with gold. In my judgment it will do no such thing. Nothing but 
equality by Jaw will bring silver up. 

The question between us is, shall we follow gold as the tail follows 
the kite, or shall we assert the true interests of this country and be­
hind its vast resources, its illimitable energies, assert the American 
system as to an American production? 

I happen to have before me, from a Renublican and a national banker, 
a table-- I 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Before the Senator ~oes on will he mind answer-
ing an inquiry? · 

Mr. VEST. Of course not. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator has just spoken about bringing silver 

up to a. parity with gold. Will he kindly tell tis precisely what be 
means by a parity between the two metals? 

Mr. VEST. Wen, I mean that silver shall no longer be w:orth less 
than par value. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is par? 
Mr. VEST. Par value would be 100 cents in money of the United 

States. -
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is easy enough. That it is now. The law 

says so. 
Mr. VEST. I understand it is that now, but simply by virtue of one 

provision of law, whereas if we allowed the country to have free coin­
age the result would be that gold, instead of increasing in value and 
silver diminishing, the silver would go up in value and there would be' 
one dollar really in both, the ounce and the dollar itself. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But if my friend will pardon me-. -
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield? 
Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am not quite able (undoubtedly it is my own 
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fault) to understand yet what the Senator's definition of a parity be­
tween the two metals is. Does he mean that what e eall a dollar in 
silver will buy the same amount of wheat or of labor (which I think is 
the final test of all values everywhere in the world or in the United 
St.ates alone) as compared with gold? He bas now merely stated the 
proposition in another form, t.o my humble apprehension. _ 

Mr. VEST. A dollar in silver· now in the United States will buy 
just as much as a dollar in gold. What I mean by a parity is that in­
stead of there being 28 cents difference in the bullion value of a gold 
-dollar and a silver dollar under any standard one will be worth as 
much as the other in bullion, according to the ratio of 16 t.o 1. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How can there be that difference if each will buy 
the same thing? How can there be 28 cents difference? 

Mr. VEST. I stated intrinsically or in the bullion. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the test, then, of the bullion? 
Mr. VEST. The test is its value the-whole world over, if the Sena­

tor will have it that way. 
Mr. EDl\.fUNDS. Has the value the whole world over anything to 

do with the question? . 
Mr. VEST. According to the argument that iR made on the other 

side of the Chamber it has. 
l'tfr. EDMUNDS. But according to my friend's argument? 
l\Ir. VEST. I am now arguing against the proposition advanced 

here that we must put ourselves absolutely under the gold standard 
because tl:ie great nations of the world are on it except the United 
States. 

Mr. EDl\IUNDS. I am not arguing the question; I am trying to 
get information. I want to know whether the..Senatorthinks that the 
difference between the bullion value, as we call it, of gold and silver 
has anythmg to do with the question. 

Mr. VEST. I think that so long as we degrade silver by limiting 
the coinage it will never be worth, commercially or otherwise, as bull­
ion, as much as gold. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that of any consequence so long as it is worth 
a dollar in gold when it is coined. 

Mr. VEST. That, so far a'3 this country is concerned, may be true, 
but we can not tell what changes may occur in the future. I under­
stand that the arguments upon the other side are based distinctively 
on the assertion that silver is not intrinsically worth as much as gold. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But as I have not made any argument on the 
other side and am hunting for information, I want to know the Sena­
tor's view, as he is making a very powerful appeal to us, whether the 
foreign state of the case or the bullion state of the case is an element 
in the question. It it is, .I should be glad to have him solve it in some 
way. If it is not, if he will only say so, then I shall know where I 
~w~ , 

Mr. VEST. I have stated what I meant. I knowtheSenator from 
Vermont understands it, and I also know that he needs noinformation 
on the subject. I have stated as plainly as I could that until you give 
us free coinage the value of the gold and the silver bullion will never 
approximate to each other. 

Mr. ED .M:UNDS. Why should they, if one dollar is just as good as 
the other? . 

Mr. VEST. For "the simple reason that you degrade one as a money 
metal; you do not give it its full value as a money metal. You make 
it a commodity. 

Mr.EDMUNDS. TheSenatorhasrepeatedinanswertomyquestion, 
and repeats it again, that the silver dollar is at this moment just as 
good as the gold dollar. What is the consequence, then, about the bull­
ion value so far as the people are concerned who want the dollars to 
pay their debts with? 

Mr. VEST. Oh, Mr. President, that is simply caviling . . It is true 
that so far as the purchasing power of the silver dollar and the gold 
dollar to-day is concerned in the United States they are the same. 

1\Ir. EDMUNDS. Where is-the degradation, then? 
Mr. VEST. But our friends upon the other side declare to us that 

if we continue the coinage of the silver dollar the time will come when 
it will drive gold out of the country and make silver the only stand­
ard. As the Senator from Iowa says, it will be a cheapened metal, it 
will be a cheap currency. I say if yon want to bring silver up to gold, 
give it free coniage. You can not possibly help silver as long as yon 
keep it a tail to the gold kite. 

So long as we say to the whole wor Id, ''We recognize gold as a. money 
metal, but when it comes to coinage we limit the supply of silver," 

- just that long will we find that silver will be depreciated relatively to 
gold in this country and abroad also. If our friends want to avoid 
what they consider the gr~t disaster of gold leavjng the country and 
our coming to a silver basis, the sooner they give us free coinage and 
allow silver a fair and equal chance in the monetary marts of the world 
the sooner will they avert this disaster. , 

l\fr. President, something has been said in this debate about the con­
traction of the currency. I did not intend to argue the question, but 
I happen to see in the RECORD before me, prepared by a dist.inguished 
Republican, and hlmself, I believe, a national banker, a statement ot 
the circulation per capita in the United States from 1854 to 1890. In 
1854 it was $17.04; in 1856, $15.68; in 1858, $13.27, and so on. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that currency alone, or does it include the 
whole outstanding obligations of the United States? 

M.r. VEST. It says ''we had the largest amount of circulating me­
dium." I l!fuppose it means all. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Does the Senator suppose it means merely cur­
rency? 

Mr. VEST. I do not know; it says" circulating medium,'' and that 
would include all of it, currency, gold, silver, etc. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it would. 
Mr. VEST. In 864 we had $58. 72; in 1866, $52.01; in 1879, skip­

ping from 1866 to 1879, we had $17.02, and in 1890 we have $21.66 per 
capita. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, if my friend will pardon me right there, 
he is perfectly aware that that includes undoubtedly, as it is obvious, 
although I have not seen it, every description of obligation of the 
United ~tates that was outstanding except time bonds, and an enor­
mous depreciation of paper money, gold and silver both, any kind of 
coin, being at an enormous appreciation above the currency; or to state 
it the ordinary way, paper of every kind was below the other. 

Now, then, I call my friend's attention (for I will not take up 
his time) to the fact that we have diminished down and down and 
down on that basis of circulation, without a "disturbance to the pros­
perity of anybody. and with a continual lowering rate of interest to 
anybody who wished to borro;w money and had anything to put up for 
it. If I go to a bank and have nothing to show, or to a private person, 
ort.o my friend, and wish t.o borrow a hundred dollarsandha.venosecurity 
to put up, it is noteasytogetit; but to anybody who bas anything, be 
it land, or notes, or promises to pay of any kind, or snretyship, my 
friend perfectly well understands that through all that time'of diminu­
tion of apparent circulation per capita, not only the public debt of the 
United States and the various States has gradually and steadily dimin­
ished, but the rate of interest h2.S diminished also. Where, therefore, 
is the great difficulty about what is called the scarcity of money? 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I do not care to go into the statistics, 
and I do not propose to do so, as to the condition o ertain interests 
in this country at the present time. I have read statements that the 
agricultural interests in the State of Vermont were not in a flourishing 
condition; that there were abandoned farms there; and that people 
were engaged now in an attempt to introduce immigrants for the pur­
pose of taking up their abandoned agricultural lands. Speaking for 
my own section of country-and it is as prosperous as any other agri­
cultural State in the Union-I simply desire to say tha.t within my per­
sonal observation the agricultural interests of Missouri are to-day de­
pressed out of all proportion to the other interests of the country. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, may I ask the Senator a question there? 
l\Ir. VEST~ Certainly. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not mean to take the Senator's time, but 

only to ask a question, and he- has referred to the State of Vermont, 
also. I wish to ask him whether, according to his knowJedge and in­
formation, the farmer in Vermont or Missouri can not borrow money on 
fair average security such as in all the hist.ory of this country has been 
considered good, as cheap, if not a great deal cheaper, in this pr~ent 
year than he could fifteen years ago. 

Mr. VEST. I will make answer to that question in two w~s. In 
the first place, a prosperous farmer owning his own land, unless there 
is something abnormally wrong in the administration of public affairs 
and the legislation of the country, ought not to be compelled to borrow 
at all In the second place, the fact that money is abundant in the 
banks and in the hands of one section of the country to be loaned to 
the other is no argument against the one I am making, that there is 
an abnormal and extraordinary condition of affairs as to the agricultural 
interests of the United States. 

All over my part ofthe countrythereisabundance of money. In the 
city in which I live there is one sign after another, street after street, 
"Money to lend by Ea.stern capitalists;" "Money at 8 percent., interest 
to be taken out in advance." It is so all over the West~ But there is 
no farmer Joaning money; and the farmer to-day who, although of good 
habits and a safe, sensible, prudent business man, who is educating 
his children, and with no mortgage on his farm, and coming out even 
year by year, is an exception to his class. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yesj but I can not tell now which way my friend 
has explained the question, whether the farmer on the average and or­
dinary fair security of fifteen years ago and to-day can not borrow 
money cheaper to-day than he could then, if he needs to borrow it at 
all, as I hope he in general does not) but I am afraid ho does. 

Mr. VEST. I do not know that that is true. I hardly think it is 
true. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh my! 
Mr. VEST. But I do not see that my answer to that would settle 

this question at all. I say here is a country with the greatest resources 
of any upon the face of the earth. We have a continent. We have 
the most remarkable people in the world, so far as energy and business 

. talent are concerned. We have a diversity of climate and of production. · 
Weare to.day raising more agricultural products than we can consume 
at home. And yet the class that are producing really the substantial 
wealth of the country are complaining more than they have at any 
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time in the last quarter of a-century. What is the reason of this? 
What is the cause of it? The conviction is settled with the people of 
the West (and I speak of my own section, with which I am acquainted) 
that the monetary system of the country is wrong; that there is a de­
termined effort to bring this country to a gold standard in the interest 
of the money-lenders, the income-holdera, and the bankers. 

l\lr. EDMUNDS. Would that compel the farmer in Missouri and 
Vermont to sell his butter or wheat at any less price for cash now on 
that account? 

Mr. VEST. The trouble is he is bound to sell. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, he is bound to sell. 
Mr. VEST. If money is high and scarce, as a matter of course its 

purchasing power is increased. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is perfectly true. 
Mr. VEST. And if he owes adebt it takesmoreofthe commodities 

which he raises upon his farm to discharge that indebtedness. 
Mr .. EDMUNDS. That is another thing altogether. Take the farmer 

. the Senator is speaking of, who keeps mortgal?es off hi"I farm and makes 
his ends meet somehow or other--

Mr. VEST. There are very few of them. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. In Vermont a man has a thousand pounds of butter 

to sell and in Missouri another bas a thousand bushels of wheat to sell 
for cash. Now, I should like to know, if money is so plentiful that it 
can be borrowed on good security for 5 o:r 6 per cent., as it e&n for less 
than 5 in Vermont, and probably 6 or 7 in Missouri-because always 
in some way or another the price· of money is higher in the West than 
it is in the East-with the f9r that gold is going to be the destroyer of 
all things and silver the f)anacea, how is it that he can not get the 
same price for his wheat in the one State, or his butter in the other, 
that he could if all this question were solved? That is what I wish to 
get at. 

Mr. VEST. If the Senator from Vermont wants me to give him in­
formation as to the effect of a decrease of the currency of a country, his 
case is a hopele._~ one. I say that no proposition is or ever can be better 
established than that decreasing circulation produces bard times; and, 
when you strike out one-half the circulating medium of the country in 
the shape of :illver money, as a matter of course you contract it to that 
extent and yon increase the purchasing power of the other metal which 
is left. If that proposition is not a true one, I am at fault in regard to 
all my ideas about the money question. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Undoubtedly it is true that as you diminish a 
currency, the quantity of things to be had in the way of money, you 
increase its purchasing power and diminish the price of wheat in 
Missouri and the price of butter in Vermont. Now, I am talking about 
the cash coin; I am not talking about debtors at this moment. 

Mr. VEST. I am talking about all of them. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The farmer in Missouri having sold a thousand 

bushels of wheat for 50 cents a bush~l, instead of taking as his money 
in hand to buy his shoes and his wagons and the clothes for his family 
and to make his contributions to.church and to do all the things that 
well re_gulated neople do, is that money worth any more when be has 
got it than double the amount of it would be if be had got a dollar a 
buahel for his wheat? Not a bit. He has to submit to the same law 
after he has got his money that he does before, does he not? 

Mr. VEST. If I owe a thousand dollars and I have a thousand 
bushels of wheat with which to pay it, and that wheat is worth a dol-
1ar a bushel, I can go and pay all that debt and discharge the obligation. 

M.f. EDMUNDS. That is not the point I am asking the Senator 
about now. 

l\Ir. VEST. That is the point with the people of the West in whose 
behalf I am speaking, that under this system, which has gone on for 
years, the capital of the country is in one section. Why is it that in 
Vermont money is worth 2, 3, or 4 per cent. and in Missouri it is 
worth 8 or 10 per cent. per annum? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will pardon me (and I will not in­
terrupt him any more, because I know a.U interruptions are tiresome, 
as they prolong debate), the topic that I was asking him a question 
about was in relation to that class of farmers whom be spoke of in Mis­
i;iouri and in Vermont, if he alluded to Vermont, who are not in debt, 
but who make their ends meet, though! admit it is hard enough. !tis 
about them that I am asking the question. When we come to people 
who owe money, as I owe myself, if I can get something cheaper to pay 
it in it is for my personal interest to do it. That is quite another 
question. Whether wise or not, it is to be considered later on. 

Mr. VEST. If the Senator confines his question to farmers who are 
out of debt and who are making both ends meet, to use that expres­
sion, there is almost an iniinitesimal portion of that class. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not the case in Vermont. 
Mr. VEST. Mr. President, the question is not answered which I 

put to the Senator from Vermont, why is there the difference in in· 
terest? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not understand the Senator. 
Mr. VEST. I asked the Senator why it was that money in Ve:rmont 

is 2, 4, or 5 per cent., while in l\fissouri itis worth 8or10 per cent. 
1\f r. EDMUNDS. That is an extremely difficult question to answer, 

ror the fact that thera is a great disparity between new and growing 

comm.unities, where t4ere is great speculation in lands, and booms, and 
all that, and people are willing to pay higher prices for money than 
people who had the same experience fifty or a hundred years ago and 
have gotten over it, is a very curious thing in the law of society, I 
admit, and it admits of no explanation that I know of except the fool­
ishness of mankind, that money in a new, growing country will always 
command a greater price than in the other, although it cirenlates every­
where. 

Mr. PLATT. It is worth more in the State of Washington than in 
Missouri. 

1.Ir. EDMUNDS. My friend says it is worth more in Washington 
than in Missouri. It may be that it is on some real-estate booms around 
outside of the cities. 

l\Ir. VEST. Who says it is worth more in Washington than in Mis­
souri? 

Mr. PL.A.TT. In the State of Washington, I said. 
Mr. - EDMUNDS. It would be true here, I take it, if anybody 

wanted to loan money on operations outside of the city; it would be 
pretty high here. I think it is because the lender believes that the 
risk is greater in lending upon an uncultivated farm or a new town lot 
that only exists on a map than it is on a farm or town lot in a village 
that has been settled, whether in Kansas City or in Burlington, and 
values are fixed, and security is therefore better. 

On the other hand, the hopeful and speculative man (I do not mean 
by speculator the man who is merely making a boom to cheat some­
body else and to turn the thing over out of his hands, but the man who 
hopes he can build upatown and build uphishousethereandallthat) 
is tempted to be willing-the population is to increase and everything 
is to rise-to. pay more for everything than the man is in a more settled 
community. Bat it does not affect this question at all as it appears 
tome. 

Mr. VEST. It makes no difference whether the cause is one or the 
other, the fact remains about which the Senator from Vermont and my­
self absolutely agree, and that is that one section of this country does 
not need money like the other. It may be because the West is a new 
country, but the fact remains that we do want money for legitimate 
purposes and that contraction ·has a peculiarly disastrous effect upon a 
people in ou.r situation. It is true that in the newer regions of the 
country interest is higher because the country is being developed, 
there is more demand for money for improvements, the opening up of 
farms, making homes, establishing new plants; but the salient point 
of my argument is that the money is needed, and that is the reason 
why the who1e West is in favor of the free coinage of silver. 

We want more money. · We are the sufferers if we do not get it. In 
an old established community like Vermont they do not need money 
except as a sort of daily me~ium for the small wants of life. The peo­
p]e are in grooves; the statute of limitations has run against a new 
enterprise; they are living as their fathers lived, and their children 
will live as they live. The country in finished, as the French say it is 
itn f ait accompli; it is the end of it so far as any development is con­
cerned. That is true in ideas, in opinions, in physical life. 

It is not so with ns in the West. In the West we must have an in­
creasing circulating medium because our country is increasing. The 
State in which I live is to-day the fifth State in the Union. But a few 
years ago it was a comparative wilderness. . 

Then look at the great imperial States to the west of Mi~onri 
They want more money; they must have it. Yet it is proposed now t-0 
treat one part of this country like the other, and to bring us to a gold 
standard, for it is practically that, decreasing the currency of the coun­
try in the face of the .absolute necessity for more money in certain sec­
tions. 

I was astonished to hear in th.is debate, the other day, the Senator 
from New York say that there bad been asurplusof production of agri­
cultural products in this C(}untry, and that was the cause Qf depression. . 
If I had time I should like to show that that is not true. I can 
show by the official reports that in years when the wheat crop was 
smaller than· in others the scarcity or the diminished supply did not 
bring about higher prices, bu.t on the contrary the depression con­
tinued. 

The Senator alluded to one thing with which I happen to be familiar, 
and that is the cattle supply of the United States. The prices of cattle 
have been ancl are abnormally depressed. Cattle that were worth 
$5 and $6 a hundred have gone down to $'2 and $3, until in my State 
the returns do not pay for the grass and labor that we put in cattle 
when sent to the Chicago market. We have heard this same st.ory that 
there was an overproduction of cattle. The committee recently ap­
pointed to examine the meat product of the United States went to the 
bottom of that question, and they found out to an absolute mathemat­
ical certainty, if there is anything in the reports of living men, that 
there had not been an overproduction, but that population had in­
creased in a larger ratio than the cattle supply of the United States. 

Mr. BLAIR. May I make a suggestion to the Senator? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senat-0r from Missouri 

yield? 
Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
Mr. BLAIR. All the statistics, the most reliable that are to be ob· 
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tained, fix as the minimum of the cost of the alcoholic-liquor trade of 
the country, $900,000,000. Now, does not the Senator think that if 
this country would put that amount of money into the consumption of 
useful articles there would be an end to this growling about overpro-
duction and underconsumption'? · 

Mr. VE~T. Well, l\Ir. President--
Mr. BLAIR. I should Jike the Senator's answer on that point. 

Would not $900, 000, 000 of money, put into good, healthy, hearty food, 
proper clothing, and the real, actual necessaries, rather than the poi­
sons, of life, relieve this country of the difficulty about overproduc­
tion and underconsumption? 

Mr. VEST. If my friend from New Hampshire could invent a law 
that would pump into every American citizen just what he considers 
healthy articles of food instead of whisky he could bring about the mil­
lennium he is talking about. My opinion is that they will have whisky, 
although wheat is worth $5 a bushel and corn $10, and you must elimi­
nate the appetite for alcohol before you can do anything by sanitary 
legislation. I have some ideas on that matter, but I do not care about 
elucidating them just now. .-

Mr. BL-UR. May I make an observation, with the Senator's con­
sent, out of his five minutes? 

Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
Mr. BLAIH. Then I will just say, if they will drink whisky and 

poison themselves, why should they growl when they are poor? 
Mr. VEST. I do not think the people of the West are ruining them­

selves drinking whisky. 
Mr. BLAIR. But there is this $900,000,000 going into poison, and 

the poison is getting into the people, and the people are growling about 
overproduction and underconsumption. 

Mr. VEST. Seriously speaking, I believe there is a great deal of 
humbug about the amount of alcoholic stimulants consumed; but I 
believe there is a great deal more humbug in any attempt to rectify 
that thing by coercive legislation. 

Mr. BLAIR. I was not talking of coercive legislation, but was just 
stating the fact. 

Mr. VEST. If my friend from New Hampshire would construct 
some sort of an educational system that would teach people what he 
says, that whisky ia a poison and they ought not to drink it, and make 
his education effective, it would be a great discovery. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am trying to do that, and I began by trying to teach 
people to read and write, so that they might get this information, but 
the Senator from Missouri balked it off. 

Mr. VEST. The trouble is--
Mr. BLAIR. Now, I hold the Senator to the point. Here are 

$900,000,000, or, if you please, $700,000,000 or $500,000,000of money, 
•earnings of the people of this country, going into the alcoholic-liquor 
trade, which~ to say the least: is not a necessary of life. It may be 
rather a necessary of death, which it seems to produce, but it is not a 
necessary of life. If this money, which these people thus consume, 
were put into healthy, legjtimate commodities, would it not relieve 
the country of the difficulties under which it is now suffering in an 
industrial way? 

Mr. VEST. I have no doubt that a donation of$900,000,000would 
help any sort of an institution, even the people of the United States. 

Mr. BLAIR. A penny saved is a penny gained, the Senator will re­
member; and if we did not pay this sum out in this way we would save 
it to expend in some more useful method. 

Mr. VEST. · If I could do anything by vote or example to help the 
cause of temperance and preYent the disastrous use of alcoholic stimu­
lants, I would do it. But, if I were disposed to argue the point seri­
ously, I could call the Senator's attention to the enormous amount of 
money that is thrown away in this country upon fashion, upon luxu­
ries, upon expensive equipages, upon houses, useless except for show 
and ornament, upon a hundred different things that are the inevitable 
results of a high d~gree of civilization. If we are io go into the homes 
of the people and take charge of their diet, and then gf their raiment, 
and then of their mode ofliving, and regulate all these things we will 
have the most extensive statute-book on the face of the earth. 

Mr. BLAIR. If the Senator will allow me, my question is not a sug­
gestion that we do any of those forcible things as against the will of 
the people. This is a matte.r which they can regulate themselves. If 
they should see fit to economize in the way I have suggested, would 
they not be relieved so far as suffering for the actual necessaries of life 
is concerned? I quite agree with the Senator that there is an immense 
waste 'in the direction of extravagance in all that appertains to f asbion, 
in the dwellings of the country, and all that, which is equally repre­
hensible in my belief. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I do not care to follow the Se~ator into 
a discussion of that subject. 

Mr. BLAIR. I thought this might be an agreeable episode. 
Mr. VEST. Bat it is not pertinent. However, I have not the slight­

est objection to the Senator giving his views upon the subject and his 
arguments in favor of any legislation he deems proper. 

What I was proceeding to say is this> that the reason why we want 
free coinage in the W E'St is because we want no con traction of the cir­
culatjDg medium, but want an expansion of it. I read from a table 

·' 

prepared by a Republican and a national banker to show the enormous 
decrease in the circulating medium of the United States per capita in 
a. few years, a decrease from $50 per capit.a to $17 and $18, and to-day 
$21. . 

Now, what is the effect of contraction? I happen to have here, not 
for the purpose of this debate, but for another purpose, a compendium, 
which I think is correct, as to the effect of contraction in this country, 
which took place under the resumption act authorizing the sale of 
five-twenties to retire currency. I am not attacking the necessity f9r 
that contraction at the time, but I am simply showing the effect or it. 

The failures in 1866 were520; in 1867, under this contraction, 2,386, 
with a loss to creditors of $86,218,000. In 1868 $473,000,000 in cur­
rency was retired. The failures in that year were 2,608, with a l.:iss to 
creditors of $36, 774,000. In 1869 there were $500,000,000 retired; the 
failures were 2, 790, and the loss to creditors was $75,054,000. In 1870 
$67, 000, 000 of currency was retired; there were 2, 915 failures, and the 
loss to creditors was $88, 242, 000. In 1871 $35, 000, 000 was retired; 
there were 2,915 failures, with a loss of $85,250,000. In 1872 $12,-
000,000 of currency was retired; there were 4,609 failures and a cred­
itors' loss of $121,058,000. 

In 1873, the year of the panic, there was $1, 609, OOOof currency retired; 
there were 5, 783 failures, with a loss to creditors of $228, 499, 000. In 
1874 there were $75,484,000 of legal-tender certificates retired, $85,-
760, 000 of Treasury notes, and $3, 000, 000 of fractional cu.rrency. The 
failures were 5,832, with a creditors' loss of $155,239,000. In 1875 the 
currency was contracted $40,817,418; the failures were 7,740, with a 
loss to creditors of $201, 060, 000. That 'vas the price we paid for con· 
traction. 

l\fr. HOAR. Has the Senator brought that table down to the present 
day? 

Mr. VEST. No, sir; only to 1875. 
Mr. HOAR. Let roe look at it, please. [The t.\ble was banded.] 
Mr. VEST. I conied it from statistics I belieYe to be reliable. 
Mr.-President, it bas been stated here thatthe silver dollar was driven 

out of the currency by Mr. Jefferson, and there have been divers state­
ments about it. Here is the letter which was written by the Secretary 
of State, May 1, 1806, to Robert Patterson, esq., Director of the .Mint: 

DEPARTlllEl<"T OF STATE, May 1, 1806. 
Srn: In consequence of a representation from the directors of the Bank of the 

United States that considerable purchases have been made of dollars coined at 
the .l\!int for the purpose of exporting them, and as it is probable further pur­
chases and exportations will be made, the President directs that all silver to be 
coined atthe Mint shall be of small denominations, so that the value of the 
largest pieces shall not exceed half a dollar. 

I am, sir, etc., 

ROBERT PATTERSON, Esq., 
Director of the Mint. 

JAMES l\IA.DISON. 

The history of that transaction is very simple and well known. 
Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator one question, if he 

will allow me, about the table which he is just passing from. There is 
either a mistake in the figures--

Mr. VEST. It is very probable. I copied it hurriedly. 
Mr. HOAR. For the time of contraction is the time of the smallest 

n amber of fail ores. · 
l\Ir. VEST. That is very easily accounted for. If I bad time I 

should have alluded to it. As a matter of course the amount of disas­
ter that came from contraction was not in proportion to the amount 
retired for any one year. 

Mr. HOAR. It seems very curiously to happen that in the period 
of the largest contraction there was the smallest amount of failures. 

l\fr. VEST. The effect of contraction would, as a matter of course, 
continue beyond the specific year. It is impossible to make any math­
ematical ratio ss between the amount of contraction and the amount 
of failures. 

l\Ir. HOAR. I also want to ask the attention of the Senator, if he 
will pardon me-I do not think I ought to interrupt him, speaking in 
a warm room so loug-but in 1869 it appears, according to this table, 
$500,000,000 of currency was withdrawn, and in 1868 $473,000,000, 
making a diminution of our currency of $1,000,000,000 in two years. 
Are those :figures correct? 

Mr. VEST. I do not pretend t-0 say that the table is entirely ac·· 
curate. I copied it from a statement in a monetary review, and com­
pared ~t to some extent with official reports, but not altogether, for I 
did not have time to Clo it. Whether it be mathematically correct or 
not, I have simply to say that we know what was the effect of contrac­
tion. We know the effect of it upon the country during the number 
of years when it was carried on. We know that it produced disaster all 
over the land. I simply cite that to show that the inevitable effect of a 
contraction of the circulating medium of any country is to bring about 
commercial depression. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suppose the Senator must have had his attention 
called to the fact that this was before what he calls the demonetization 
of silver, and took place while silver was a full legal-tender money. 

Mr. VEST. I beg the Senator's pardon; 1873 was the year when 
silver was demonetized. 

Mr. ALDRICH. But 1868 and 1869, the years to which the Senator 
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from M~chusetts alluded, were three or four years before the silver 
demonetization, when the largest contraction took place. 

Mr. VEST. I was unfortunate if I did state, but I certainly never 
did that the demonetization of silver produced the contraction of the 
cnr~ency. The contraction commenced in 1866, when the resumption 
act was passed that authorized the sale of the five-twenties to retire the 
currency. That is the time contraction commenced in this country. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Then it was not due to the demonetization of sil­
ver? 

Mr. VEST. I never said the demonetization of silver precipitated 
the contraction of the currency. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President--
The PRESIDENT pro temp ore. Does the Senator from Missouri yield 

.to the Senator from Ohio? 
Mr. VEST. Certainly. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The transaction to which the Senator refers was 

simply the conversion of 7-30 bonds running for three years. They 
were called Treasury notes, but they were bearing interest at the high­
est rate ever paid by the Government since the beginning of the war. 
They were not in any sense a currency, although I believe the face of 
them was a legal tender to pay debts, if I am not mistaken. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, it was. 
Mr. SHERMAN. At any rate they were money, but they were on 

interest and never circulated a day after they were issued. They were 
put in that form so that the people of the United States could get ready 
access to them, and partly under the administration of the Treasury 
Department by Mr. McCulJoch and a part of the time under Mr. Fes­
senden they were refunded into the 5-20 bonds which have since been 
paid. . They were not currency in any sense of the word. 

Mr. VEST. The Senator may be right, but it has been my informa­
tion that they did circulate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am told never after the first day. A single day's 
interest would make them more valuable than money, and they would 
therefore be retired. I know the history of those 7-30 bonds. They 
were only running for three years, and I knew very well that after 
the war was over, as a matter of course, we would never pay such a 
rate of interest as 7.3 on bonds, with the right to redeem the bonds 
with five-twenties. The seven-thirties ran for only three years, and at 
the end of that time they were at once converted into 5-20 bonds, I 
think erroneously. In that particular I agree with the Senator. I 
think Secretary McCulloch did not fully appreciate the reviving credit 
of the people of the Unitecf States, and he ought not to have converted 
them into 5-20 bonds. 

Mr. ALLISON. They were not convertible in terms? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Not in terms. The seven-thirties were converted 

because there was a measure pending in 1866, on which I made, I know, 
quite a lengthy speech ad vising their conversion into what were called 
10-40 bonds, which would be redeemable in ten years and bear only 5 
per cent. interest. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What year were they issued? 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think in 1864. 
Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I take it for granted that whatever the 

details may be the fact remains that there was a con traction of the cur­
rency during those years. 

The Senator from Rhode Island has alluded to the demonetization of 
the silver dollar in 1873. It is very true that under the order issued by 
Mr. Jefferson, and which I have read here, the silver dollar had not 
been in circulation practically to a very large amount in the United 
States for more than twenty oddyears. That is true, bntthe factstill 
remains-and there is the salient point in this whole argument, and I 
want to use it to enforce what I said to my friends on the other side a 
few minutes ago-which is that just as soon as you put the brand upon 
silver that was put upon it by striking out the silver dollar, whether 
in circulation or not, yon degraded it as a money metal; yon put the 
badge of inferiority upon it, just as it is proposed -now in this Honse 
bill, when you treat silver as a storage commodity. 

The highest value of silver is its value as money, and when you say 
that there shall be a limited coinage of silver or when you say that it 
shall be deposited as bullion with the discretion in the Secretary of 
the Treasury and pay out any other thing than silver or gold, yon put 
the badge of inferiority on it and say to the whole world, "We recog­
nize the difference between gold and silver, and gold is the great stand­
ard and silver is not." 

Mr. BLAIR. Does the Senator consider that the fall in the price of 
silver, which has taken place since 1873, is owing to the demonetiza­
tion, as he calls it, by the United States? 

Mr. VEST. I would_ not undertake to say that; but I have no sort 
of doubt that the demonetization of silver, as it is termed, the acts of 
1873-'74, have resulted in the loss of millions upon millions of dollars 
to the .American people. I have no doubt that it has caused a settled 
distrust in the country as to the monetary system. 

I do not take issue with the Senator· from Ohio as to the manner in 
which that was done. I never cared anything about it, whether it 
was done in one way or another. It was done, and when the people of 
the United States waked up four years afterwards to the fact that the 
silver dollar was struck out of the coin.q.ge, although there had been 

very few of these dollars in circulation, there was a popular reaction 
in this country such as has never been seen on any financial question 
before or since. 

It is a remarkable history. I make no charges; I take the record as 
it is; but I call attention to the fact that the striking out of the silver 
dollar was regarded by the people as a triumph of the moneyed inter­
ests of the country over the producers and the consumers. It was re­
garded as a part-no matter how effected-of the scheme of the national 
ba,nks and money-lenders to bring us to the gold standard and make 
us subservient commercially to Great Britain. 

I have spoken longer than I int.ended, and I apologize to the Senate 
for having done so. 

Mr. TELLER. 1\Ir. President, I do not propose to prolong this de­
bate, but the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] has made some state­
ments which, I think, need a little attention. 

The Senator stated in general terms that because of the improper 
ratio between silver and gold in the earlier history of our country we had 
gone on to a silver basis, and that later, .. because of the improper ratio, 
we had gone on a gold basis. Now, Mr. President, the terms used by 
the Senator are calculated to mislead. There is a wide diS'tinction be­
tween a country being on a gold basis and a country not having gold or 
silver in circulation. 

The Senator repeated also what has been repeated before, that we 
are now on a gold basis. That I deny. We shall never be on a gold 
basis until by law we so declare; but we have never been on a gold 
basis, as I stated the other day, save in the time between 1873 and 1878, 
which I need not repeat in detail. 

MI. ALLISON. What I meant to say-I may have been unfortunate 
in my phraseology-was that during the period from 1792 to 1861 we 
passed from free coinage; that, although by law the mints were open 
to the free coinage of gold and silver all the time, by a mistake in the 
ratio during the first period gold was the standard and during the sec­
ond period silver was the standard. Idid not mean to say that we did 
not have a basis of both silver and gold by law, as we always have had. 
I expressly 8tated that we bad, but that by an overvaluat1on of one or 
the other metal one vanished and the other came in. 

Mr. TELLER. I understood perfectly what theSenatormeant, and 
I have no idea that the Senator designed to make any improper im­
pression, but this loose way of speaking on economic questions has led 
to a great many fallacies among the people. 

When the Senator says we were on a gold basis he simply means that 
at one time we had more gold than we had silver. When he says we -
were on a silver basis he means that we had more silver than gold. 
And yet all the time the Mint was open to both metals. That kept 
the relation between them at least partially, if not completely. When­
ever the silver was worth a little more in France than it was here, it 
went to France. When France had too much of it, if she ever had, 
she sent it somewhere else. 

Mr. President, there is an error as to our condition, which has been 
repeated over and over again, that up to 1834 we did not .have any 
gold. That is not true. There was no time between 1792 and 1804, 
when we changed our ratio, that we did not have a considerable amount 
of both gold and silver in circulation. 

Mr. MORRILL. Foreign gold. 
Mr. COCKRELL. It was legal tender, if it was foreign. 
Mr. TELLER. We had foreign gold and we had American gold. _ 

The Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] shakes his bead. I will 
show from the coinage tables that we had American gold. 

There is not a Senator here who is as old as I am who does not re­
member when the English sovereign was in common circulation in this 
country. There is not a Senator here as"6ld as I am, and there are 
several who are quite as old, who does not remember that we had all 
sorts of foreign gold in circulation, as I stated the other day, made le­
gal tender by law. 

I will take ten yeai:s before the change of ratio and show from the 
coinage tables of the United States Mint, that we coined, in 1822, 
$88,980 of gold, and we coined of silver, in the same year, $805,806.50. -
We coined a little less the next year of gold and a little more o! silver. 
In 1825 we coined $156,385 of gold, and we coined that year $1,564,583 
of silver. In 1829, we coined $295,717.50 of gold, and the next year, 
$643,105 of gold; the next year, $714,270 of gold; _ ~he_next year, 
$798,435 of gold, and in 1833, $978,550 of gold. -

During all that time we had a considerable amount of gold in cir­
culation. I do not pretend to speak of that time from memory, for I 
know nothing about it personally, but that is historical. We had con­
siderable gold in cirsulation at that time. 

Now, let us go hack and see how much silver we coined during that 
time. We coined in 1825 $1,564,583 of silver. I think I gave that 
before. The next year we coined $2,002,090; the next, $2,869,200; 
the following year, $1, 575, 600; in 1829, $1, 994, 578, and in 1830, $2, 495, -
400. The next year we coined $3, 175,600; the next, $2,579,000; and 
in 1833, $2,759,000. ' 

The difference between gold and silver in circulation in those days 
was not sufficiently great to say that we were upon a silver basis in 
fact, as we were not in law. Then we changed the ntio the next year, 
1834, and the mints commenced coining more gold, yet not any con-
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siderable amount of gold was coined nntil np in the forties. In 1834 
/ we coined $8, 954, 270 in gold,; the next year, 1835, we coined $2, 186,-
1 175 in gold; the next year, $4,135, 700; the next year, 1837, $1,148,­

. 305; the next year, 1838, $1,809, 765; in 1839, $1,376,847.50; in 1840, 
$1, 675, 482. 50 in gold. · 

In silver dollars during that time we coined in 1834 $3,415,002; the 
next year, $3, 443, 003, or more than was coined of gold. The next year 
we coined $3,606,100; and the next year $2,096,010; and then we be­
gan to run· down a little. Then there was a time after 1845 when we 

· coined more gold than silver, and after the discovery of gold in' Cali­
fornia. there were mR.ny times more gold than silver coined, and, as 
suggested to me by the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART], the gold 
fields of Russia were opened in 1830, and we got a portion of that gold. 

So the statement made so frequently, not merely by theSenatorfrom 
Iowa, but by others here, :is not correct. We were not absolutely on 
either a silver or a gold basis at any time in our history, exceDt that it 
might be said we coined a large amt>unt of gold during the war in pro­
portion to the amount of silver we coined; but neither gold nor silver 
was in circulation druing the war. 

Mr. ALLISON. Will the Senator allow me? 
Mr. TELLER. Certainly. 
Mr. ALLISON. I, of course, have not at band the data which will 

prove the correctness of the statements I make, but I submit to the 
Senator from Colorado that the coinage of silver or the coinage of gold 
does not show the amount in circulation, becau.se until 1873, when the 
new mint act .which we had under discussion waspassed, the coined 
gold and the coined silver were then not in circulation; so that as soon 
as the gold was coined at the mint it went out and the silver remained. 
It wa.s overvalued, and since 1873 and up to this moment those who 
export gold prefeI' to export the twenty-dollar gold pieces rather than 
to export gold bars; so that although we may have an enormous coin­
age of gold here it goes out if it is preferable to the exportation of 
gold~ 

Mr. TELLER. The gold put in fine bars would be put in fine bars 
by the silversmiths of the country and sent across in that way, and the 
same is true of silver. There is no advantage in shipping coin abroad, 
but the fact is there is a disadvantage in shipping coin. If it is in­
tended to be bullion, the man who ships it prefers bullion for two rea­
sons: first, that it is safer to ship bullion than coin; it costs less to ship 
pullion from this country to any portion of the world than it does to 
ship coin, infinitely less, by freight; and, second, he bas it in .a shape 
to be presented to the mints in a foreign country to be coined without 
teference to the alloy, which in this country is of a different character 
from what it is in many other countriffi of the world. 
/ Mr. PLATT. What does the Senat-0r suppose becam~ of the gold 

and silver coined during the war? 
Mr. TELLER. The gold coined during the war was insignificant 

compared with the demands of commerce upon it. 
Mr. PLATT. What became of it? 
Mr. TELLER. It went first into the bands of the Government to 

pay duties on imports, and when it got there, by this very same system 
of :finance, of which I have not time to speak to-night a.ndno patience 
to speak of at any time, by which we repudiated our own paper, -our 
own legal-tender money, and declined to give it legal-tender functions, 
and demanded gold for duties On imports, the Government sent it 
abroad to pay the intereITTi on the bonds that were held abroad, and 
the Government wa.s bound to pay it not in bullion, but in coin. That 
1s why it went abroad.-

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Government was bound to keep its obliga­
tions. 

Mr. TELLER. Nobody objects to the Government keeping its ob­
ligations. DoeB the Senator mean to insinuate by his remark that 
anybody here does not want the Government obligations to be kept? 
If he does, I am quite ready to meet him on that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, _Mr. President. 
Mr. TELLER. The trouble is that the Senator and his friends did 

not keep the Government obligation. . 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I did not mean to insinuate, if 

my friend will pa.rdon me, anything at al~ except, without insinuation, 
to express my opinion that my friend is laboring under an immeasura­
ble and incurable delu.sion. 

l\lr. TELLER. The Senator from Vermont and other Senators who 
4\gree with him think they can sneer down this question, and when­
ever it is presented they will put some supercilious inquiry that does 
not touch it, so that the public may think there is something back of 
it. The Senator stated that the Government kept its obliga.tion or he 
used words to infer that somebody did not want that. In 1862 the 
Honse of Representatives sent to the Senate a legal-tender bill for what 
is called-the greenback, with legal-tender quality for all purposes on 
the face of the earth. It was good for everything; it was good for the 
Oovemment and good for private parties, and the Senate seized that 
and struck out of it the legal-tender clause and said it should be a legal 
~der for everything except that the Government would not take its 

. ~:!1n~~er. That is why I said I had no patience with that kind of 

The Senator then thinks I W».Uted something, I suppose, to pay the 

mterest on the debt better or worse than that-something cheaper. 
The Government had agreed to pay its interest. How? In lawful 
money: its bond.a in lawful money and its interest in coin, and that is 
the way it made the contract. It had to have coin, and if it had to 
have coin it could have bought coin as merchants bought coin. If it 
had received the greenbacks for import duties, the greenbacks, in my 
judgment, would never have parted with gold. If we had not issued 
more than $400,000,000 we could have maintained the parity between 
greenbacks and gold, but when we made an artificial demand for gold 
and declined to receive our own paper, then, of course, there was a di­
vergence between the greenback and the coin. 

I will not speak of a later transadion when we changed the obliga­
tion to pay the bonds, which obligation was in paper, in greenbacks, 
so that that was to be paid in gold, thus increasing the demand for 
gold in this country, thus deferring indefinitelyalmost, as appeared at 
one time, the resumption of specie payments. 

In 1868 we coined $19,371,387.50 of gold and we coined $1,074,343 
of silver. We coined the next year$1,266,143 of silver; the next year 
$1,378,255.50, and the following year $3,104,038.30; the nex t year 
$'i,504,488.50. We were coining largely at the time the demonetiza­
tion of silver took place in this country. Whether we coined a dollar 
or not, every dollar that we produced in the mines went out into the 
commerce of the world and was put into coin and thus relieved the 
gold of the world from the obligation that it was under to do money 
duty. 

So it does not make any difference wbeth~r the minlis of this coun­
try were open or not-I mean practically open-when all other nations 
were coining it. Then it went into money and did money duty every­
where; and if we had had our mints open in 1873, when France felt that 
she could take German silver, she would have been willing (&nd that 
is the consensus of opinion upon that subject abroad) to join with us 
and take Germany's $400,000,000 of silver, and we should have main­
tained the open mints of the world if we bad not shut ours; but I do not 
care about pursuing this subject further. 

The Senator from Iowa says we can not go to free coinage. So the 
Senator said in 1878, and so a great many other men said in 1878. I 
do not believe there is an intelligent political economist on the face of 
the earth who does not believe to-day that we could safely havt gone 
to free coinage in 187& I know an innumerable number of men who 
did not believe it then who say now we could have gone to free coin­
aae. 

0

The Senator says France will send us over $700,000,000 of silver. · 
What will France get in place of that $700,000,000? Where will she 
get gold? They have ransacked the world for gold, and e:old has ap­
preciated 30 per cent. because of this struggle for it. Does the Senator 
suppose that France is going to sell her silver and do her monetary work 
with the gold alone that she has got? She has got to reach out to get 
gold. She can not get it without disturbing all the relations of com­
merce in the world, and she knows it, and so ought the Senator to know 
it. Everybody who has given attention tothissubjectougbt to know it. 

We have been told several times that Roumania is going to sell her 
silver. I was taken so mew hat by surprise when Germany was brought 
in here and I was told that Roumania had twenty-five or thirty mill­
ions of silver. I do not believe it. Roumania has not got five millions 
of silver. Ron.mania is on a paper basis, and not on a silver basis in 
fact. She does propose, I und~rstand, to dispose of what little silver 
she has got and not attempt to have any metallic money, but to go 
upon paper money without any metallic money back of it, and we are 
frightened and shiver when it is said that Ronmania will send us five 
millions of silver. If she sent us a hundred millions it would not 
affect our market. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am not frightened. 
Mr. TELLER. The Senator says he is not frightened. I am glad 

to he.a.r that, but some people seem to be frightened. 
Then we were told that Belgium had five and a half millions. Why, 

Mr. President, for thirty-eight months we put out of our Treasury and 
we coined more than $7.000,000 each month of silver, and for what we 
have coined and what we have accumulated we put into the markets of 
the world silver to that extent. 

There is not any danger of Belgium's silver or Roumania's silver if 
it should come, admitting that it will come, and there is not any dan­
ger of France's silver coming, because the French are too good finan­
ciers; they know too well what is necessary for their commerce, a com­
merce that is extending and increasing every day of the year. They 
will not abandon silver, but should they attempt to abandon it they 
would find the disturbance so great that they would be compelled to 
do what Germany haa been compelled to do: suspend the sale of silver 
because of the disturbance of her financial affairs. 

Germany has suffered immeasurably more at the hands of the gold 
monometallistB of Germany than she suffered at the hands of the French 
Government; and France will not make the mistake which her enemy 
made. There is no danger of it, not a particle. 

The Senator speaks of Mexico. He says Mexico is on a silver basis. 
True, yet Mexico haa bad a period of prosperity for the last ten years 
that she never had -before in her history. She has brought out and pro­
duced commerce that was never thought of. I commend to the Sen-
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ator from Iowa and others who. are talking a'Oout a silver basis and the 
prices we shall get when on a silver basis the statement made by Mr. 
Romero before the Pan-American Congress, which was in session here 
1ecently. He shows that the financial condition of that country is bet­
ter now than it ever has been heretofore. 

It is bettet under the silver basis than it would be under the gold 
basis, infinitely better. 

The Senator calls attention to the fact that silver certificates were 
~t a premium somewhere. The silver certificate is equal.to gold. That 
is why it is at a premium. It is equal to gold because it will settle 
balances not only here, but anywhere in the world. 

The Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] the other day said that we 
could not use our silver coin; that it was not as valuable when it got 
a.broad as bullion. That is not correct. A financial circular sent out 
from one of the great banks of New York the other day made the state­
ment that the 83-cent dollar, as they call it, when it went abroad was 
not treated as money, but was treated as bullion. That statement is 
not true either. If any man on this floor or any bank official had a 
million silver dollars in I..ondon it would mean to him a million dollars 
in gold, less what it would cost to get it to New York. He would not 
take $830,000 for that million. He would take and send it over and 
draw against it here. He can do that on a silver certificat.; he can 
do that on any money that will circulate in this country. 

I want to ask, because I do not wish to d.etain the Senate by reading 
it, that a portion of Mr. Romero's speech may be incorporared in the 
RECORD, and I want Senators to look at it and see whether itis such a 
frightful thing to get on a silver basis! They are in.finitely better off 
in Mexico proportionately than we. 

I only rose to correct some of what I thought were the points in the 
speech of the Senator from Iowa that were liable to be misunderstood; 
Qf course I knew the Senator from Iowa understood them. I am aware 
that he knew we had never been on a. ~old basis legally. I thought be 
was mistaken as to the circulation of silver and gold in this country be­
fore 1834 and subsequent thereto. If I have permission to insert this 
in the RECORD without readiug it, I shall not read it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection. 
The paper is as follows: 

Ae the coJ!'erence is aware, said Mr. Romero, Mexico has been the largest pro­
.,tucer ofsilver in the world. Two-thirds of all the silver now existing has been 
produced by my country .i.ye.nd although in the last few years the ann ua.l produc­
tfon of that meta.I in tho unit.ed Stat.es has exceeded that of Mexico, I have the 
conviction that when the l\Iexican minea attain their full development, which I 
believe will take place before long in view of the rapid manner in which rail­
roads are being constructed there, our e.nnnal production of silver will exceed 
that of the United States. The production here hasattaineditslargestdevelop­
ment, while with us it is now only commencing to be developed. When our 
production is fully developed we will occupy again, as we did many years pre­
viously, the first rank in the world in the production of silver. 

Notwithstanding its mining wealth, and very likely on account of it, Mexico 
has not suffered as much as might be expected from the depreciation in the 
value of silver. The Mexican monetary system is based upon silver coin; the 
wages, salaries, house rent, and the value of all services and productions in 
Mexico have not been subject to the :fluctuations ca.used by the depreciation of 
silver. Foreign merchandise only hn.s been affected by that. The enhanced 
value of real estate in some par~ ie due to the development of the country, and 
not to the depreciation of that metal. AB Mexican mines a.re generally rich, 
the depreciation in the value of silver has reduced their profits more or less; 
l>ut this is hardly perceptible in a business subject to so many contingencies as 
viining, and I have no mformation that a single Mexican mine bas been aban­
poned on account of the low price of its productions caused byt.hedepreciation 
m the value of silver. 

For a Mexican who has never left his country or who is not aware of what; 
~kes place in the monetary centers of the world, silver has now the same value 
~ it had twenty ye1us ago; and i! be could detect any difference at all it would 
<>nlY be in the lower price of foreign merchandise, which has almost been bal­
anced with the price that they now command in comparison with what they 
ha.d twenty years ago. The Mexican Government is the greatest sufferer on 
account of the payment in London of the interest of the Mexican foreign debt; 
but the elements of wee.Ith of my country are so la.rge that that difference is 
hardly perceptible, and to us it is equivalent to a higher rate of interest. 

So far as Mexico is concerned there is no special interest, therefore, and much· 
less an urgent one, which might induce it to take extreme measures to obtain 
an increase in the value of silver, although it is apparent that any increase in 
that value would be advantageous to us. The depreciation of silver has pro­
duced in Mexico a result which seems almost paradoxical, and notwithstanding 
it is a real one. It has established a bounty equal to the amount of deprecia.­
tion in the value of silver, which is now about 33 per cent. in fa.vor of the expor­
tation of other Mexican products, and this cause .l:)A8 increased considerably tbe 
production and exportation of such other products. 

For many yea.rs, and princlpa.Jly on account of the great expense of transpor­
tation on the :Mexican roads, as a. consequence of the uneven ground, and on 
account of our lack of large lakes and navigable rivers, the only Mexican prod­

•uots that could pay the expense of transportation were precious meta.la, because 
in small volume and weight they possess a greater value than other articles; 
and the Mexican exportations before the railroads were built consisted only of 
gold and silver. This condition of things prevented the development of the 
other sources of wealth of the country in whatever was not absolutely necessary 
for the local consumpt.ion, which was in itself quite small. 

Before the depreciation of silver, which coincided with the beginning or the 
construction of railroads in Mexico, the exportation of Mexican products, be­
sides precious meta.ls, was really insignificant. That depreciation coincided­
as it was natural, for the reasons stated-with the increase in the produc.tiou of 
other articles for export, b~cause these articles had a. heavy bounty, equivalent 
to the amount of the depreciation in silver. If a Mexican merchant has to send 
$1,000, for inst.a.nee, ro New York or London, he has to use 1,333 Mexican dollars 
in silver; while, if he sends coffee, vanilla, or any other articles of national 
production, as this is sold by gold in New York or London, he saves that loss. 
~f the. prl.ce, for ~nstanc~, of coff~e ln New York or London .is 520 per 100 pounds, 
its price m Mex1can national com would be $26.66, less freight, insurance, com­
mission, and other small expenses. 

With this view, it is therefore clear that the depreciation of silver has produced, 
in a great degree, a. decided beneti~ for Mexico, because it bas encouraged the 

' production of other articles of as much value as the precious metals, and for the .' 
production of which Mexico has great elements of wealth and very favorable 
conditions with which nature has bountifully supplied her. 

This plain explanation of the actual condition of things in Mexico will show 
the conference that so far as my country is concerned there is not any great 
necessity, and much less an urgent one, to propose or adopt any extraordinary 
measures with the view to restoring the value of silver, and that we can wait 
as long as it may be necessary to see the old ratio of 1 to 15! restored; and this, 
in my judgment, will take place before long. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President--
Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of order. 
Mr. MORRILL. We have already passed beyond the point thjt was 

a.greed upon when this bill was to be considered with the amendment, 
and debate confined to five minutes. I give notice now that I shall 
to-morrow, at the earli~t moment I can after the morning business, 
insist upon the bill being completed to-morrow. 

Mr. STEW ART. Complete it to-night. 
Mr. VEST. Mr. President--
The PRESIDENT p1·Q tempore. The Senlttor from Maine [Mr. 

HALE] rises to a question of order. 
Mr. VEST. I should like to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
The PkESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maine rises to a 

question of order. The Chair will first hear the Senator from Maine. 
Mr. HALE. As I remember, by a fair and fully understood agree­

ment·, an hour was fixed, agreed to by everybody, when the bill was to 
be considered upon the amendment.a with five-minute speeches. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At 3 o'clock this afternoon. 
Mr. HALE. I ask the Chair whether that rule is not now in force, 

unless in special cases it is waived? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Itought to be general Itougbtnotto be waived .• 
Mr. HALE. I agree with the Senator. The Senator from Missouri 

appealed to the Senate that he bad not spoken and asked permission 
for an extension of time, and that was given to him, and the Senator 
from Colorado then addressed the Senate. 

Mr. TELLER. I did not speak five minutes. ,, 
Mr. HALE. The Senator spoke over five minutes. It seemed very 

short undoubtedly, but I think it was rather more than five minut.es. 
I wish to give notice that from this time forward, if possible, debate 
shall be continued under the five-minute rule without exception. A 
great many Senators here have refrained from taking part in the discus­
sion. It is not because they do not feel interested in this bill, but they .,, 
feel that it bas been thoroughly discussed up to the present time, and 
if the Senate is ever able to come to a conclusion now is the time; and 
it is not, so far as the voting is concerned, any harsh or arbitrary rule, 
but a fair and fnlly considered agreement,. unanimously entered into 
by the Senate; and after the time comes that that agreement should 
be put in force it seems to me that it is notthefit~ing thing that more 
time should be asked than what has been agreed upon; and, for ooe, I 
give notice that I shall endeavor to have the rule enforced hereafter. 

Mr. INGALLS(Mr. BERRYin the chair). TheSenateknows I have 
been engaged for the last month in discharging the duties of the Chair, 
ancl I barn therefore been unable to participate in this debate. I had in­
tended to·daybefore3o'clocktoasktheattentionoftheSenateJorperhaps 
fifteen ortwentyminutes, buttheSenatorfrom Virginia [Mr. DA.NIEL] 
continued his remarks that were begun on Friday, and he was followed 
by the Senator from Iowa. (Mr. ALLISON], who spoke until almost 3 
o'clock, after which the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST] took the 
floor, and continued for something over an hour. I respectfully ask 
that the rigor of the rule may be conditionally waived in my favor to­
morrow, in case at any time between the close of the morning business 
and 2 o'clock I shall wish to ask the attention of the Senate fora brief 
space. 
- Mr. COCKRELL. I hope permission will be granted to the Senator 

from Kansas. 
Mr. HALE. I should not propose to seek to enforce the rule in the 

case which has just arisen in the body. If the Presiding Officer, who 
has not spoken upon this subject, desires to speak as a Senator, I think 
a.II of ns will agree that it is proper that he should have the opportu­
nity of doing so. 

Mr. HARRIS. Under the circumstances certainly nobody will ob· 
ject. 

l'tir. HALE rose. 
Mr. TELLER. If the Senator will allow me, when I addressed the 

Senate I supposed I would be within the five-minute rule. Of course, 
unless we are called down, we never know how long we speak. 

l\Iy colleague (Mr. WOLCOTT], who is not present, desires to address 
the Senate., and would have done so to-day if he had seen any chance, 
for about fifteen or twenty minutes, and I shall bespeak for him, as he 
is a new Senator, that privilege. Aside from him, I do not know of 
anybody else who wishes to speak. · 

l\Ir. HALE. Let us consider the rule in force, and when individual 
cases nrise the Senate can deal with them as they arise. Let if' be 
understood in that way. 

Mr. TELLER. I should like to suggest to the Senator from Maine 
that, while it is desirable that tbese agreements should be kept in the 
very strfotest manner, there is no order made, and it can not be en­
forced, and, of course, it is left to every Sena.tor whether he will speak 
or not, and if" Senator has not abused the_,.Privilege of speaking often 

,, 
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I do no think there ought to be an objection to allowing him to be 
heard if he did not get in his SJ>eech in the time limited. 
· Mr. HALE. -The Senate, as everybody knows, is very generous about 
these things, but .still the force of a fair agreement entered into unani­
moµsly and thoroughly understood at the time when it was agreed 
upon ought not to be lost to the Senate. We are not likely to make 
any error ~ere in the Senate by not talking enough, and when such an 
agreement is made I believe it ought to be the spirit of the Senate to 
carry it out, except in cases, such as arise occasionally, where personal 
exceptions would be recognized. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I simply want to make a statement in 
justice to myself. I have never asked tor an extension of time under 
any rule and would not have done so to-day, for I did not anticipate 
that I should say a word a minute before I spoke. I spoke in reply to 
some statement of the Senator from Iowa. Bot the other day the Sen-

• ator from Nevada [Mr. JONES] having charge of the bill informed 
me that there would be no vote upon the bill or amendments until to­
morrow at 3 o'clock, and I supposed that was the understanding on the 
majority side of the Chamber. Therefore, when I asked to proceed for 
a few minutes beyond the five minutes it was with the understanding 
that there had been a change of the rule by consent of the majority. 

Mr. CULLOM. Do you mean to-morrow or to-day? 
Mr. VEST. Tuesday. I was so informed by the Senator from Ne­

·vada having charg:e of the bill, or else I never would have asked for a 
minute. The Senate, I am certain, will acquit me of ever having in­
fringed upon any role or ever having asked any special favors. 

Mr. DA WES. There never has been any agreement as to when the 
vote shall be taken, bot only as to the manner of debating, that here-
after the debate shall be under the five-minute rule. · 

?iir. VEST. I only mean to say that the Senator from Nevada, when 
I asked him if we were certain to take up the bill and debate it under 
the five-minute rule, said, "No, not until Tuesday," that there were 
three or four Senat-0rs who-wanted to speak upon the bill. That was 
my understanding, and that was the reason I went over the five min­
utes. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope, in view of what has been said on the floor, 
that the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS], the Presiding Officer, 
will have an opI>Qrtunity of speaking to-morrow at such length as he 
desires, and also the junior Senator from. Colorado [.Mr. WOLCOTT]. 
who is absent, and that at some time to be named now, I do not c.are 
whether it is 3 o'clock or 4 o'clock-- · 

Mr. SHERMAN. Say 2 o'clock. 
Mr. ALLISON. That we shall agree to go on with this bill and vote 

upon the amendments, debating them under the five-minute rule, of 
course, and complete this bill to-morrow. 

Mr. HARRIS. You can not get an agreement such as that. 
Mr. COCKRELL. You could not read the amendments and make 

a five-minute speech on each one in that time. 
Mr. ALLISON. The firmness with which the Senator from Tennes-. 

see [Mr. HA.RBIS] makes his statement admonishes me that it is not 
possible to secure any agreement of the kind I intimated. 

Mr. HALE. Why not let us go on under the pre: ent agreement? 
All that is needed is to insist upon the rule, and nobody will object to 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] and the junior Senator from 
Colorado [Mr. WOLCOTT] addressing the Senate, and I think the Pre­
slding Officer will enforce the rule. 

Mr. SPOONER. The agreement, as I understand it, is that all Sen­
n.tors shall be confined to five minutes, except those who desire to speak 
longer. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I think we shall have _no difficulty 
about making an ar.rangement in respect of this matter, whereby, say 
at 3 o'clock to-morrow, the debate shall be confined to five minutes on 
the part of each Senator. 

Mr. HARRIS. I think that is the standing agreement, except so 
far as the Senate has within the last few moments made exceptions 
to it. , 

While I am referring to that particular phase of the question, I do 
not quite agree with utterances on the floor and I think once from the 
present occupant of the chair and from the Chair that one of those consent 
agreements is not within the power of the Chair to enforce. I think 
that one of these agreements, made by unanimous consent of the Sen­
ate, is within the power of the Chair to enforce, and I think it is his 
duty to enforce it, except so far as the Senate may make exceptions to 
the consent role by it.s consent action. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It never has been so held. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I differ materially with my distinguished friend 

from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS]. I do not think that the Senate or the 
residing Officer has any such power. 
Mr. HARRIS. We adopt rules by a majority of the Senate, the 

standing rules of the Senate, which the Chair does enforcej and, now, 
when every member of the Senate consents to a rule that shall apply to 
a particular case, I can not quite see why it is not within the power 
of the Chair and the duty of the Chair to enforce that rule; but I simply 
give that as my own opinion. 

Mr. HOAR. Is it not a mere question as to the form of doing it? 
I suppose nobody questions that what is known as the eighth rule is en-

forced by the Chair, although that is a role fora Senator speaking five 
minutes only; and I suppose it can be enforced in a matter of this kind, 
when it is in the form of an order of the Senate, and then the Chair 
would enforce it; bot when U is put like this, merely in the form of all 
understanding by members, and sq announced by the Chair himself, it 
is not the custom of the Senate, so far as I am aware, to treat it as an 
arrangement which the Chair can enforce. 

Mr. ALLISON. I shall endeavor to confine my observations to fiv~ 
minut.es. I wish merely to say a word in reply to the Senator from 
Colorado [Mr. TELLER]. 

In the observations I submitted a while ago, which I agree with the 
Senator from Colorado were rather loosely made, for the reas.on that, 
owing to the preESure of the committee business in which I have been 
engaged, I have not had the opportunity which other Senators have 
had to prepare with great accuracy statements to be submitted to t~ 
Senate, I meant to say, and did say, that although silver and gold from 
1792 to 1873 were upon a par as respects their coinage in our mints, 
because of a mistaken ratio, the gold gradually passed out of our coun· 
try until 1834, when there was pra.ctically no gold in it. 

I shall be able, if it is necessary, to bring to the attention of the Sen­
ate inforplation which will show, from the best statements of those who 
get statistical information in their minds, that at the time when the 
act of 1834 passed there was practically no gold in the United States. 

Now, it is perfectly well ~own that after the passage oCthe act of 
1834 silver gradually passed out of the United States, and the act of 
1853 was made necessary because of the ~dual passing away of silver 
and in order that we mip:ht have fractional silver here with which to 
conduct our business. 

I made no comment as respects Mexico. I say this in j astice to my­
self, because it might be inferred from what the Senator from Colorado 
said that I was depreciating the prosperity ·or Mexico. I made no 
comment upon that subject; neither did I make any cemment upon 
what would be the condition of our own country if we had all silver · 
rather than all gold or rather than both silver and gold. I made no 
allusion to either of those topics. My allusion to Mexico was simply 
to show that we were hereupon the basis of gold as distinguished.from 
silver in our daily transactions, although we have a limited coinage of 
silver, and that Mexico on the contrary had a silver standard exclu­
sively, and that there was now a difference between the paper and coin 
money of the two countries varying from 25 to 28 per cent. I only 
alJuded to that for the purpose of showing that if we open our mints 
to the free coinage of silver it will, in my belief, be necessary to bridge 
over that chasm of 25 or 28 per cent., and I expressed a fear that the free 
coinage of silver would not accomplish that result, and I do not believe 
it will. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I was about to move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. SPOONER. Will the Senator yield to me to present a confer­
ence report ? 

Mr. VEST. I should like to make a parliamentary inquiry about 
the pending bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator will state his inquiry. 
Mr. VEST. I should like to know the exact status of the question 

now before the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT pro tern.pore. The bill is before the Senate as in 

Committee of the Whole, and the question is upon the first amend­
ment reported by the Committee on Finance, which will now be stated 
by the Chief Clerk. · 

The CHIEF CLERK. In section 2, line 8, after the word ''notes'' 
where it occurs the second time, it is proposed to strike out "shall be 
a legal tender in payment of all debts, public and private, and." 

The-PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate by a previous order agreed 
that! the bill of the House of Representatives should be substituted for 
and take the pla-0e of the Senate bill. 

Mr. VEST. Is it in order now to move to strike out all after the 
enacting clause and insert a substitute? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Not until after the amendments pro­
posed by the committee have been considered. 

Mr. STEW ART. I ask for the yeas and nays upon the pending 
amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator froin Nevada asks fo~ 
the yeas and nays. · 

Mr. PLUMB. I should like to ask if there is not an amendment 
which I offered to this bill now pending. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate bill has been laid upon 
the table. _ 

Mr. PLUMB. I offered it to the House bill as reported to the Sen­
ate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment is not yet in order, 
because the amendments proposed by the Committee on Finance have 
not been acted upon. 

Mr. PLUMB. The amendment is pending to the House bi11 reported 
by the committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be in order whenever the 
proper parliamentary stage arises. 

Mr. FRYE. I renew my motion. 
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'The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator yield to the Sena-

tor from Wisconsin? 
Mr. FRYE. I do not. 
Mr. SPOONER. I will withhold my report until to-morrow. 
Mr. VANCE. I offer an amendment to the pending bill and ask 

that it lie on the table and be printed. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be received and 

ordered to be printed, in the absence of objection. 
Mr. BLAIR. I offer certain amendments to the amendment of the 

Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB], and also an amendment to t he bill. 
Mr . .ALDRICH. I suggest that these amendments be printed in the 

RECORD as well as printed separately. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem7Jore. The amendments will lie on the 

table and be printed, and also printed in the RECORD, if there be no 
objection. The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

Mr. V ANCE's amendment is as follows: 
Strike out all after enacting clause and insert: 
That so much of the act a.pproveJ February 28, 1878~ as provides for the limi­

tation of the coinage of silver bullion to $2,000,000 worth per month · is hereby 
repealed. 

Mr. BLAIR'S amendments are as follows: 
Amend the amendment intended to be proposed by Mr. PLUMB by 

adding at the end of the first section the following: 
And after the 1st day of .January, A. D. 1900, there shall be no legal-t<inde[ 

in the United States except gold and silver coin. 
Also add at the end of the second section the following: 

Nor shall the a.mount of silver coined and issued from the mints of the 
United States be more than four and one-half millions of dollars for each 
calendar month. 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 
From and after the passage of this act the Secretary of the Treasury is a.u­

tho-rized and directed to purchase and coin, in excution of ~he provisions of the 
act of February 28, 1878, silver bullion at the market price thereof worth $4,000,-
000 monthly. 

Mr. FRYE. I renew my motion. 
The PRESIDENT pro te11ipore. The Senator from Maine moves that 

the Senate do now proceed to the consideration of executive business. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the considera­

tion ·of executive business. After one hour and four minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 6 o'clock and 7 min­
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, June 17, 
1890, at ~2 o'clock m. 

NOMINATIONS. 
Executive nominations received by the Senate tlte 16th day of June, 1890. 

UNITED STATES CONSUL. 
Joseph Edward Hayden, of the District of Columbia, to be consul 

of the United States at Breslau, to fill a va~cy. 
PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 

Ordnance Department. 
First Lieut. Henry D. Borup, to be captain, June 15, 1890. 
First Lieut. Lawrence L. Bruff, to be captain, June 15, 1890. 
First Lieut. Charles H. Clark, to be captain, June 15, 1890. 
First Lieut. William Crozier, to be captain, June 15, 1890. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY_, June 16, 1890. 

'!'he House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by Rev. J. H. CUTHBERT, 
D. D., of W ashingt.on, D. C. • 

The J oumal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and ap­
proved. 

RELIEF AND CIVILIZATION OF THE CHIPPEWA INDIANS.'\-

Mr. COMSTOCK. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid­
eration of the bill (H. R. 9952) to enable the Secretary of the Interior 
to carry out an act entitled ''An act for the relief and civilization of 
the Chippewa lndians in the State of Minnesota.'' 

The bill was read at length for information. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Minnesota ask!! unanimous 

consent for the present consideration of the bill which the Clerk has 
read. Is there objection? 

Mr. PEEL. I do not see the chairman. of our committee present. 
Mr. COMSTOCK. I will state to the gentleman this iS the bill that 

was recommended by the committee the other day. 
Mr. PEEL. I simply want to ask the gentleman who calls the bill 

up if my recollection of the bill is right that it was all stricken out 
and that an item provides that the amount appropriated is to be reim­
bmsed t-0 the Government. 

Mr. COMSTOCK. It was all strieken out and an amendment was 
reported by the committee, and I ask the passage of the bill as amended. 

Mr. ~EEL. I thin}!: the bill ought to pass. I do not see any objec­
tion to it. 

·. 

Mr. CRISP. 
about it. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall object until we know something 

'.rhe SPEAKER. The House will be in order so that the gentleman 
who called it up may explain the bill for which he asks the considera­
tion of the House. 

Mr. COMSTOCK. I will explain, Mr. Speaker, to the House that 
t he Fift.ieth Congress p~sed a bill entitled ''An act for the relief and 
civilization of the Chippewa Indians in the State of Minnesota.'' Under 
the provisions of that bill and by virtue of a treaty with these Indfans, 
they have ceded 4, 000, 000 acres of land to the Government. This ,bill 
provides for an appropriation for surveying and an allotment to Indians 
who take some of the land in severalty, and for the removal of the In­
dians to two of the reservations-Red Lake reduced and White Earth. 

Mr. KERR, of Iowa. Does this bill involve an appropriation? 
Mr. CRISP. May I ask my friend why.: was this not provided for in 

an appropriation bill? 
Mr. COMSTOCK. This bill was introduced and sent to the Com­

mittee on Indian Affairs, who recommend its passage unanimously, 
and every dollar of this money appropriated for this purpose is to be 
refunded by the sale of the lands. The lands are to be surveyed and 
opened for settlement. This is a loan, and not an appropriation really, 
because the money is to be refunded to the Government. 

Mr. KERR, of Iowa. If it is a loan by the Government, it seems to 
me it ought to. be carefully considered in Committee of the Whole, and 
I make objection. 

The SPEAKER. - The gentleman from Iowa objects. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union ro·r the 
further consideration of the sundry civil appropriation bill. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Speaker, I have two conference reports which 
I desire to off er. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine has conference reports 
which will take precedence of the motion of the gentleman from Illi- · 
no is. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT BEA VER FALLS, PA. 
'I'he Clerk read as follows: - · 
The commiLt~e of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

the amendment of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 2403) to provide 
for the purchase of a site and the erection of a. public bullding thereon at Beaver 
Falls, in the St.ate of Pennsylvania.; having met~ after full and free conference 
have agreed to recommend and do recommena to their respective HoU$es as 
follows: 

That the Senate recede from ita disagreement to the amendments of the 
House, and agree to the same with an amendment, namely: Strike out all aft.er 
the enacting clause and in lieu thereof insert the following: 

"That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di­
rected to acquire, by purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, a site, and ca."use to 
be erected thereon a suitable bpilding, including fire-proof vaults, heating and 
ventilating apparatus, elevators, and approaches, for the use of the United States 
post-office and Government offices, in the borough of Beaver Falls and State 
of Pennsylvania, the cost of such site and building, complete, not to exceed the 
sum of $50,000. -

"Proposals for the sale of land suitable for said site shall be invited by public 
advertisement in one or more of the newspapers of said borough of largest cir­
culation for at lea.st twenty days prior to the day specified in said advertisement 
for the opening of said proposals. 

"Proposals made in response to said advertisement shall be mailed and· ad­
dressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall then cause the said propoeed 
sites, and such others as be may think proper to designate, to be e.xa.mined in 
person by an agentot the Treasury Department, who sha.11 make written rep0rt­
to said Secretary of the results of such examination, and of his recommendation 
thereon~ and the reasons therefor, which shall be accompanied by the original 
proposalS and all maps, plats, and statements which shall have come into hi.a 
posession relating to the said proposed sites. 

"IC, upon consideration of said report and accompanying papers, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall deem further investigation necessary, he may appoint a. 
commission of not more than three persons, to be composed of an officer of the 
Treasury Department and two other persons. which commissioa sh.all also ex­
amine the sa.1d proposed sites and such others as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may designatel and grant such hearings in relation thereto as they shall deem 
necessary; ana. said commission shall, within thirty days after such examina­
tion, make to the Secretary of the Treasury written report of their conclusion 
in the premises, accompanied by a.ny statement, maps, plats, or documenta taken 
by or submitted to them, in like manner as hereinbefore provided in regard to 
the proceedings of said agent of the Treasury Department; and the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall thereupon finally determine the location of the building to 
be erected. The compensation of said commissioners shall be fixed by the Secre­
tary of the Treasury, but shall not exceed $6 per day and actual traveling ex­
penses: Provided, however, That the member of said commission appointed from 
the Treasury Department shall be pa.id only his actual traveling expenses. 

"No money shall be usea or applied when appropriated for the purposes 
mentioned until a valid title to the site for 'said building shall be vested in the 
United States, nor until the State of Pennsylvania shall have ceded to the 
United States exclusive jurisdiction over the same, during the time the United 
States shall be or remain the owner thereof, for all purposes except the admin­
istration of the criminal laws of said State and the service of civil process 
therein. 

"The building herein provided for shall be unexposed to danger from fire by 
an open space of at least 4.0 feet on each side, including streets a.nd alleys." -

And the House agree to the same. 

Doring the reading or the report, 

S. L. MILLIKEN, 
DANIEL KERR, 
THOS. :J. OLUNIE, 

Managers on the part of the Home. 
M. S. QUAY, 
G. G. VEST, 
JOHN C. SPOONER, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. -

-· 
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Mr. MILLIKEN said: I ask unanimous consent to dispense with the 
_,...r.eading of the formal part of the report. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to dispensing with the reading 
of the formal 'part of the report? The Chair hears none. 

The statement of the Honse conferees was read, as follows: 
The effect of the report is to strike out the appropriating clause e.nd conform 

its form to that hitherto adopted by committees of conference on bills from the 
Committee bn Public Buildings and Grounds. 

The report was adopted. 
PUBLIC BUILDING .AT SALINA, KANS. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I present the conference report on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (S. 595) for the erection of a public 
building at Sa.Una, Kans. 

The Clerk read a.s follows: , 
The commi'ltee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

the amend.:nent of the House tothe bill (S. 595) for the erection ofa. public build­
ing at Salina., Kans., having met, after full and free conference have agreed to 
recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses a.s follows: 

Tb..o.t theSenate recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the House 
and agree to the same with an amendment as follows, namely: Strike out all 
orthe bill andamendments, and in lieu thereof insert the following: 

A bill (H. R. 6845) directing the issue of a duplicate of a lost check 
drawn by O. M. Carter, lieutenant United States Engineer Corps, in 
favor of Charles C. Ely; 

A bill (H. R. 445) for the erection of a shop at the National Armory, 
Springfield, Mass. ; and 

A bill (H. R. 8'235) to prevent desertion from the Army, and for 
.other purposes.· . 

M.ESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. McCooK, it.s Secretary, announced 
that the Senate had passed without amendment bills and a joint resolu-
tion of the following titles: -

A bill (H. R. 75) to fix the regular t erms of circuit and district courts 
for the district of Alabama; 

A bill (H. R. 10906) making appropriations to supply denciencies in 
the appropriations for the payment of pensions and for the expenses of 
the Eleventh Census for the fiscal year 1890, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 7856) granting the right of way to the Duluth and 
Manitoba Railroad Company across the Fort Pembina reservation, in 
North Dakota; ''That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di­

rected to acquire, by purchase, .condemnation,.or otherwise, a site, and cause to 
be erected t.hereon .a. suit.a.b1e building, including fire-proo~ vaullis, heating and 
ventilating apparatus, elevators, and approaches, for the use and accommodation 
of the United States post-offiee and other Government offices, in the city of Sa­
lina and State of Kansas, the-00st of said site and building, including said vault.s, 
heating and ventilating apparatus, elevators, and approaches, complete, not to * 

A bill (H. R. 1404) granting a pension to Mary Ann Lang; 
A bill (H. R. 1884) granting a pension to George F. White; 
A bill (H. R. 2424) gra.nting a pension to Mary W. Smalley; 
A bill (H. R. 4036) for the relief of Christian Kunzie; 
A bill (H. R. 4967) granting a pension ro Mrs. Catharine Reed; 
A bill (H. R. 5118) granting a pension to Amanda J. Delap; exceed the sum of $75,000. _ , 

"Proposals for the sale ofland suitable for said site shall be invited by public ad­
vertisement in one or more of the newspapers of said city oflargest circulation 
for at leasttwent.y days prior to the date specified in said advertisement for the 
opening of said proposals. · 

4
j P.roposals made in response to said advertisement shall be addressed and 

mailed to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall then cause the said proposed 
sites, and such others as he may think proper to designate, to be examined in 
person by an agent of the Trea1!1Ury Departm.ent, who shall make written re­
port to said Secretary of the results of said examina~ion, and of his recommenda.­
tion thereon, and the reasons therefor, which shall be accompanied by the origi­
nal proposals and all maps, plats, and statements which shall have .come into 
his possession relating to the said proposed sites. 

"IC, upon consideration of said report and accompanying papers, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall deem further investigation necessary, he may appoint a. 
commission of not more than three persons,-0ne of whom shall be an officer of 
the Treasury Department, which commission shall also examine the said ·pro­
posed sites, and such others as the Secretary of the Treasury may designate, 
and grant sueh hearings in relation thereto as they sha.ll deem necessary, and 
sa.ideolll.Jll.is fon shall, within thirty days after such examination, make to the 
Secretary of the Treasury written report of their conclusion in the premises, ac­
companied by all statements, maps, plats, or documents taken by or submitted 
to them, in like ma.nner as hereinbefore provided in regard to the proceedings 
of said agent of the Treasury Depa.rtment, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall thereupon finally determine the location of the building to be erected. 

''The compensation of said commissioners shall be futed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, but the same shall not exceed $6 per day and actual traveling ex­
penses: Pl"ov ided, however, Tha.t the member of said commiBBion appointed from 
the Treasury Department shall be pa.id only his actual traveling expenses. 

" No money shall be used for the purpose meptioned until a valid title to the 
site for said building shall be vested in the Uniled States, nor until the State of 
Kansas ·shall have ceded to the United States exclusive jurisdiction over the 
same, during the time the United States shall be or remain the owner thereof, 
for all purposes except the administration of the criminal laws of said State and 
t.be serviee of civil process thereln. 

"The building shall be unexposed to danger from fire by an open space of at 
least 40 feet on each side, including streets and alley&" 

And that the House agree to the same. 
S. L. MILLIKEN, 
HERMAN LEHLBAOH, 

Ma.nagers OJ) the'f'arl of the House. 
JOHN C. SPOONER, 
JUSTIN B. MORRILL, 
G. G. VEST:, 

Mana.gers on the part of the Senate. 

During the reading 01 the above report, 
Mr. MILLIKEN said: I ask unanimous consent to dispense with the 

reading of the formal part gf the report. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the reqnest of the gentleman 

from Maine? The Chai? hears none. 
T"'ne .statement of the House .conferees was read, as follows; 
The effect of the report is to rednce the limit&tion -0f expenditure from one 

hundred a.nd tifty thousa.nd to seventy-five thousand dollars, to strike out the 
appropriation cla.use in the bill, and to £onform the form of .the bill to that 
adopted by conference committees of the Senate and House from the Commit­
tees on Public Buildings an.d Grounds. 

The report of the commi~e of eoiff erence was adopted. 
Mr. MILLIKEN moved to reeonsider the votes by which the reporm 

of the committees of conference were adopt.ea; and also moved that the 
motion t-0 reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE J>XESIDENT. 

A .message in writing from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the House of Representatives by Mr. PRUDEN, one of 
his secretaries, who also announced that the President had approved 
and s!gned bills of the following titles: 

A. bill {H. .R. 856) to amend section 1 and section 9 of an act enti­
tled ".A.n act to authorize ibe Denison and Washita Valley Railway 
Company to co:nstruet and operate a railway through the Indian Terri­
tory, and for-0ther purposes," approved July 1, 1886; 

A-bill {H. R. '7619) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the :fiscal year ending June .30, 1891, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 6280) granting a pension to Lawrence Dougherty; 
A. bill (H. R. 6601) granting a pension to Archibald F. Coon; 
A bill (H. R. 6831) granting a pension to Norman Cleveland; 
A bill (H. R. 6913) granting a pension to Alexander G. Davis; 
A bill (H. R. 7529) granting a pensio to Belle Morrison, of Dills-

borough, Ind. ; 
A bill (H. R. 7958) granting a pension to Christopher C. Funk; 
A bill (H. R. 8560) granting a pension to Mrs. Sallie H. Wilson; 
A bill (H. R. 8910) granting an increase of pension to Clinton 

Spencer; 
A bill (H. R. 9359) to increase the pension of B. F. Hilliker; and 
Joint resolution (H. Res. 37) providing for donation of certain per­

sonal property of the United States to South Dakota and North Da· 
kota. 

The message further announced that the Senate disagreeu to the 
amendment.a of the House to the bill (S. 3163) to reorganize and estab­
lish the customs-collection district of Puget Sound, asked a conference 
with the House thereon, and had appointed Mr. DOLPH, Mr. CULLOM, 
and l\U. GoRMAN conferees on the part <>f the Senate. 

The message further announced that the Senate further insisted upon 
its amendment to .the bill (H. R. 3538) for the relief of Allj>ert H. 
Emery, disagreed to by the Honse; agreed to the further coriference 
asked by the Honse on the disagreeing votes oft.he two Houses thereon, 
and had appointed Mr. SPOONER, Mr. HIGGINS, and Mr. WILSON of . . 
Maryland conferees on the part of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the Senate disagreed to the 
amendment of the House to the bill (S. 4Hl) ma.king an appropriation 
for a new light-house tender for use in the thirteenth light-house dis­
trict, with headquarters at Portland, Oregon, requested a conference 
with the Honse on the disagreeing ·votes of the two Houses thereon, 
and had appointed Mr. CULLOM, Mr. GoRMAN, and Mr. MITCHELL con-
ferees on the part of the Senate. • 

The message further announced that the Senate further insisted upon 
its amendments to the amendment of the House to the bill (S.1) to 
protect trade and commerce against nnla wfnl restraint.a and monopolies, 
agreed to the request for a. further conference with the Rouse thereon, 
and had appointed Mr. EDl\IUNDS1 Mr. HOAR, and Mr. VEST conferees 
on the part of the Senate. 

-The message further announced that the Senate had pMSed with 
amendment.a bills of the following titles, asked a conference with the 
House on the said bills and amendment.a, and had appointed conferees 
on the part .of the Senate as respectively indicated: 

A bill (H. R. 8247) to authorize entry of the public lands by incor­
porated cities .and towns for cemetery and park purposes-Mr. PLUMB, 
Mr. TELLF..B, and Mr. w ALTHALL. 

A bill (H. R. 1452) for the relief of Christopher C. Andrews-Mr. 
DOLPH, Mr. p ADDOCK, and Mr. w ALT.HALL. 

A bill (It R.188) for the erection of a public building at Columbus, 
Ga.-Mr. SPOONER, Mr. SQ.UmE, and Mr. PASCO. 

The message further announced that the Senate had p~d, with 
amendments in w hi.ch concurrence waa req nested, bills of the following 
titles: 

A bill (H . .R. 344) to grant the right of way to the Pittsbnrp;h, Co­
lumbus and Fort Smith Railway Company through the Indian Terri­
tory, and for other purposes; 

A bill (H. R. 1110) granting a pension to William J. Bryan; 
A bill (H .. R.1405) granting a. pension to Bet.sy Cole; 
.A bill (H. R.1783) granting a pension to Mrs . .AliceA. Cunningham; 

.awl 
A bill (H. R. 7263) to increase the pension of Henry L. Potter. 

I • 
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'l'h·e message further announced that the Senate had passed bills of the 

following titles· in which the concurrence of the House was request.ed: 
A bill (S. 662

1

) for the better protectio~ of hotel-keepers and in?­
keepers, lodging-house keepers, and bo;\rdmg-house keepers of the DIS­
trict of Columbia; 

A bill ~S. 1244l for the relief of the sureties of Dennis Murphy; 
A bill S.1418 for the relief of Dwi~ht Hall; . 
A bill S.1759 for the relief of MaJ. Joseph W. Wham, paymaster 

United States Army; 
4 bill (S.1971) for the relief of William Clawson; 
A bill !S. 1992) relating t.o the execution on:ustom·house bonds; 
A bill S. 2184) granting a pension to Sarah L. Knight; 
A bill S. 2310) for the relief of M. A. Fulton, Silas Staples, and the 

~
her sureties upon the official bond of James D. Reymert, executed to 
e United States on the 7th of February, 1860, as receiver of public 
oneys: 
A bill (S. 2750) to remove the charge of desertion against Almon R. 

Tobey; 
A bill (S. 2782) to provide for the reductionofthe Round Valley In­

dian reservation in the State of California, and for other purposes; 
A bill (S. 2783) for the relief of the Mission Indians in the State of 

Oalifornia; 
A bill (S. 2865) granting to the.Jacksonville, St. August~eand Hal­

ifax River Railway Company a r~ht of way across the Umted States 
military reservation at St. Augustine, Fla.; 

A bill (S. 3052) for the relief of the Michigan Military Academy~ 
A bill (S. 3078) t.o carry out the :findings of the Court of Claims in 

the case of James H. Dennis; 
A bill (S. 3134) to perfect the military record of Henry C. Barney, 

of Pella, Tex.; 
A bill (S. 3494) t.o establish a light-~tation at or near Page's Rock, 

in York River, Virginia; 
A bill (S. 3562) authorizing additional compensation to the assist­

ant commissioners t.o the industrial exhibition held at Melbourne, 
Australia; 

A bill (S. 3716) to provide for the examination of certain officers of 
the Army and to regulate promotions therein; 

A bill (S. 3723) granting an increase of pension to Thomas B. Shaw; 
and 

A bill (S. 3740) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the 
Missouri River between the city of Pierre, in Hughes County, and 

The Clerk read as follows: 
At the Marion Branch, at Marion, Ind.: For maintenance of six hundred 

members, at 1150 per annum each, $90,000. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment 
which I send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 
Amend by inserting in line 7, page 85, the word" eight" in lieu of. the word 

"six," and by inserting the words "one hundred and twenty" in heu of the 
word "ninety" in line 81 so as to make the paragraph read: 

"For the maintenance of ei~ht hundred members, at $150 per annum each, 
$120,000." 

Mr. MARTIN, oflndiana. Mr. Chairman: although I may in part 
repeat on the seI?arate amendments I intend to offer to th~b~, I de­
sire to now subIIllt some remarks generally on the appropriations for 
the Marion Soldiers' Home. 

On June 5, 1888, during thefirstsessionoftheFiftieth Congress, the 
House of Representatives passed the bill (H. R. 8391) introduced by my 
distinguished predecessor, Hon. George W. Steele, establishing a branch 
of the National Soldiers' Home atthecityofMarion,in Grant County.in 
the State of Indiana. That bill was passed without a dissenting vote; 
and, by that action, not only the then Representative of the Eleventh 
Congressional district of Indiana, but also that House, earned and re­
ceived the hearty gratitude of the citizens of that locality. 

When later, during the same session -Of that Congess, that bill passed 
the Senat.e of the United States and received the approval of President 
Cleveland, both the Fiftieth Congress and the President earned an en-
during place in the memories of the people of that district. -

No people ever felt a greater degree of pride in any trust than do the 
people of the district I represent in this splendid public institution, 
known as the ''Marion Branch of the National Home for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers." I am voicing the sentiments of my constituents 
when I declare that we do not want the Marion Home in any way be~ 
littled or limited. 

We want it made a home indeed for the gallant veterans who seek 
its benefits in their declining years. These veterans come from far and 
near. This Marion Branch is not a mere local affair, but is a national 
institution in which the pride and interest of the whole nation mingle. 

The board of managers, of which that gallant hero, General William 
B. Franklin, of Connecticut, is president, has taken great interest ill this 
new branch, and bas made a recommendation as to its absolute needs, 
which I desire t.o now incorporate in my remarks at this point, and 
which ~ follows, to wit: . Fort Pierre, in Stanley C<Junty, in the State of South Dakota. 

• Marion Branch (800 ?ne1nbers). . -
CONFEDERATE AND OTHER FLAGS_. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio, obtained unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the foll~wing memorial,. '!ithout the names; 
which was~referred to the Committee on the Jud1c1ary: 

HEADQUARTERS OLD GUARD PosT, No. 23, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 

Dayton, Ohio, May 30, 1890. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of .America: 

The undersigned, ex-soldiers and sailors, would respectfully call your atten­
tion to the propriety C?f enacting a. law that will prohi~it the use, sale, ma.~u­
(a.cture, and importat10.Q of any banner or flag purportmg to b~t or resem_blmg 
in any way, the so-called" confederate fla.11: ".or th~ red tlag of tn.eanarchISt,_or 
any other so-called flag or banner of any society or cle.ss of peoqle whose prin­
ciples are ai variance with the Constitution or. laws of this. co~~try. Also to 
prevent the sending of matter tb.rough the U mted States mails the wrappers or 
outside covering of which shall contain any such representation, device, or em­
blem. 

SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois moves that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the further consideration of the sundry civil appropriation 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The House·accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, Mr. BURROWS in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee resumes consideration of the ap­

propriations for sundry civil expenses of the Government, and the 
Clerk will read. ' 

The Clerk read as follows: 
At the Pacific Branch, at Santa. Monica, Cal.: For maintenance of six hundred 

members, a.t 3150 per annum each, $90,000. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment which I send 
to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 
Page 84, after line 23, insert: "For f'arm, including same objects specified 

under this head f'or the Central Branch, $10,000." ' 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read a.s follows: 

For laundry, $7,500; in all, $222,500. 

Mr. CANNON. I ask unanimous consent that that paragraph be 
amended by striking out on page 85, line 5, the word "twenty-two" 
and inserting '' thirty-two.'' 

The amendment was agreed to. 

~i?~h::d·.~·i~~~~:·:·:·:::::'.':·:·::·:~·:·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::~:::::::.:::::::::::: $gg:5 
Commissary and quartermaster's store-room.......................................... 20, 000 

r~1~~~~:~::;·;;;:;_-; .. ;;.·:;:i~~;;:.·;-·-.·.:~.:J;~·~:i··::~:::~:~:··;~~ jm 
Total ........................ ......... ............................................................... 311, 000 

This board of managers has had great experience in the control and 
management of the different branches of the National Home, and th~ir 
recommendations ought to have great weight. 

The bill under consideration reduces some of the amounts recom­
mended by the national board of managers and omits some entirely, 
as will be seen by that part of the bill which I here incorporate in my 
remarks, and is as follows, to wit: 

At the Marion Branch, at Marion, Ind:-
For maintenance ofsi:x: hundred members, at $150 per annum each, 690,000. 
For hospital, $30,000. 
For mess-hall and kitchen, 815,000. 
For company a.nd quartermaster's store-rooms, $10,000, 
For laundry, $7,500. 
For two additional ba.rrn.cks, $46,000. 
For pumping station, $4,000; in all, $202,500. 

Mr. Chairma~ this Marion Branch is located in one of the finest 
sections of the United States, upon a splendid and fertile farm of 211 
acres, with good railway facilities, abundant good water and pure air, 
and in the midst of an intelligent, high-minded people, who are very 
proud of the home and want this institntion provided for as liberally 
as any other branch. 

In addition to what I have already said as to the natural and other 
advantages surrounding the Marion Branch, it is important to remem­
ber that the farm I have mentfoned not only belongs to the United , 
States and that jurisdiction has been properly ceded in usual form to 
the Federal Government by an act of the last General Assembly of th~ 
State of Indiana, but that these grounds are traversed for a half mile 
or more by the Mississinewa River, an important tributary of the Wa­
bash River, and is in the heart of that great gas belt within whose 
bosom the mighty erigines of old Mother Earth belch up great streams 
of heat-giving, light-producing natural gas, that element which has 
dispensed with the necessity of ashes and coal smoke in that regio!l. 

This mighty natural fo~ is of incalculable advantage to the Umted 
States and was the great consideration that induced the selection of a 
point within the natural-gas belt"for the location of this home. 
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Within a radius of a few miles from this home scores of great manu­
facturing industries are driven day and night by smokeless fires fed from 
the exhau8tless fotintains below, and thousands of homes and business 
rooms, as well as the great avenues of th\} cftY of Marion, are lighted and 
heated from the same source. 

Upon this farm every want of heat and light is supplied from wells 
which pour their gas into every stove, fire-place, and jet where light 
or heat is necessary. · 

It is no wonder, then, that the people of Indiana, the people every­
where who understand the situation and advantages of this home, are 
opposed to the growth of any sentiment in this or any other Congress 
that the Marion Home is to be considered as of secondary importance 
and that only a few hundred soldiers will ever be cared for there. 

I have moved to amend this bill so as to conform to the recommen­
dations of the Board of Managers. I do not ask any extravagance in 
appropriations for this home, and I know that neither the Committee 
on Appropriations nor this House intend to be parsimonious. 

I do not mean to even suggest that this committ.ee in tends to be par­
simonious by cutting down the appropriations recommended by the 
board of managers, but I do think the reduction was mistakenly made, 
and I ask its correction. 

There are already six barracks about completed, with a capacity of 
at leasteighthundred members, and all this room will soon be crowded 
trom the ranks of worthy veterans, who, a quarter of a century ago, 
in camp, on the hot march and in the hotter battle, earned the right 
to be cared for by a grateful people, not in poor-houses, but in genuine, 
comfortable homes such as this one. 

This appropriation ought to be $120, 000 for the maintenance of eight 
hundred members, as aaked by my amendment. 

As to another amendment; which I will offer, that of increasing the 
allowance for a hospital from $30,000 t.o $50,000, it seems clear to me 
that this ·amendment ought w prevail, so as to have abundant room 
for the care of the sick and dying. 

This is not war time, when the sick or wounded might need to be 
almost piled upon each other, to await the saw and knife and medicine 

-of the tired surgeon. This is a time of peace, when we are building 
homes for the old veterans, where even the hospital ought t-0 savor of 

• home comfort, and not of the privations of army life. I entreat this 
committee to allow the amount recommended by the board of mana-

ge~~. Chairman, I desire to also urge this committee to adopt, when I 
offer it, my amendment for the mess-room and kitchen, being the $20,-
000 urged by the boardofmanagers1 as entirelynece.ssary. Why, within 
a year there will be eight hundred or more old soldiers in this home, and 
it is not necessary to build a mess-room l!IO small that they mnst be di­
vided into reliefs as they march to their morning;, noon1 and evening 
meals. There ought to be no •'Fall in, second relief!'' sounded in the 
ears of these veterans when meal time comes. The first table is none 
too good for any of them. The board of managers urge this matter as 
expedient in every point of view, particularly as to comfort and health. 

I desire now to call particular attention to another need1 particularly 
since all appropriation therefor is omitted1 namely, for headquarters 
and for officers' quarters. I have visited these grounds myself more 
than once, the last time in company with Colonel Brown, of Dayton, 
Ohio, who is inspector-general of all these homes under direction of 
the board of mana.gers. On that visit we found General A. F. Deve­
reux1 formerly of Cincinnati, in charge. 

What kind of accommodations do you suppose they have there for 
headquarters and officers' quarters for this great United States institu­
tio~? A rather small house that looked to me to be about forty years 
old and in no respect very comfortable. 

In front of this little house, high in mid-air, was :floating the Stars 
and Stripes, emblem of the strength and dignity of 651000,000 of peo­
ple, and if it had not been for the starry banner :floating there in the 
chill fall wind no one would have dreamed that the United States had 
any headquarters there. 

Mr. Chairman, the appropriation offered by my amendments and rec­
ommended by the board of managers in these particulars ought to be 
made. I am sure that not a member of this committee would vote 
against these amendments if he had visited these grounds, as I have 
done, and seen the absolute necessity for .these improvements. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, I come to the last amendment which I will 
offer. namely: For a chapel, $7,500, no appropriation for which is pro­
vided in this bill, although recommended by the board of man31?:ers 
in the sum I have named. It seems to me there can be no · earthly 
ground for refusing this, and I do not believe the members of this com-
mittee will refuse. · 

Although this home has been opened but a few weeks, already one 
of the old comrades bas-been mustered out of the thinning Grand 
Army below into the growing Grand Army above. He has answered 
his last roll-call. 

- Many more, increasing with moumfnl rapidity, will soon answer 
''Here! '' no more in this life. Ou~ht not these men to have a peaceful 
place, the git\ of the nation they gave so much for, in which to listen 
to the message of hope, peace, and forgiveness from Sabbath to Sabbath 
dn.ring the few years yet left them? Should they not have a peaceful 
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altar where their remains might be carried when the battle of life is 
over with them, and where kindly faces might stoop over the silent 
face of the sleeper and drop the sympathizing tear for him who may 
have left neither kith nor kin to pay the last sad tribute of affection? 

Mr. Chairman, when we think how free1y this body has given from 
the public Treasury for other public purposes, let us not hesitate to 
give enough for so worthy an object as this worthy monument of a 
nation's appreciation of her soldier poor, the Volunteer Soldiers' Home. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire now to call the particular att.ention of mem­
bers of the committee~ the first amendment. I felt upon an exmni­
nation of this bill that there must have been a misapprehension as to 
the number of barracks which were already ~ompleted at Marion and 
as to the capacity of those barracks, and on Saturday last I received a 
telegram in response to one which I had sent asking information on the 
subject. I had dispatched inquiring as to the number of barracks com-
pleted, and here is the reply: · 

General Devereux reports six barracks completed. 
HOUCK & WRIGHT.-

General Deve!eux is in charge as superintendent of the MariM 
Branch of the Soldiers' Home, and from the information he gives it 
tums out that there are six barracks completed instead of four, with 
a capacity for the accommodation of seven hundred and fifty or eight 
hundred members. From the large number of old soldiers now unable 
to support themselves and distributed among the poor-houses of the 
land, I am sure the members of this committee will agree with me that 
it"w9uld bein the interest of economy to have all the space that is now 
ready for their occupancy utilized, and I am sure that long before the 
completion of even half of the coming fiscal year there will be a{!com­
modation for eight hundred of the old soldiers at that branch, if proper 
provision is made by this appropriation bill. 

For these reasons I have moved to strike out "six" and insert 
"eight " and also strike out "ninety" and insert "one hundred and 
twenty," making this ·a.n appropriation of $120,000 for the mainte­
nance of eight hundred members. I desire to say, Mr. Chairman, that 
this branch is one which has been constructed under the provisions of 
the act of July 29, 1888. That act passed this House without a dlli­
senting vote and was passed in like manner by the Senate, and I am 
sure that the old soldiers, not alone of Indiana, but wherever they need 
the benefit of such a home, feel deeply indebted, not only to my dis­
tinguished predecessor who in~roduced the bill, but tio the Fiftieth 
Congress for the passage of that bill. · 

The people of my district take a peculiar pride in this institution, 
and now that it is thus far completed they take great interest in seeing 
that it shall be utilized. to the fullest extent. The home is located upon 
a farm of 211 acres upon the Mississinewa River, near the city of Marion. 
Upon the farm itself a large number of gas wells have been sunk, and 
are now supplying all the light and beat that are needed for the in­
stitution. I hope that the members of this committee will feel that 
instead of being extravagant it is iu the interest of econdhly to make 
this additional appropriation. If these barracks will accommodate 800 
members why should we make an appropriation for only 600 and none 
for the additional 200? I feeltbat this is a very important matter, 
and I have tried to do my full duty in relation to it in connectionwith 
the Committee on Appropriations. EarJy in the session I introduced 
a bill which was referred to the.Committee on Military Affairs. That 
committee felt that it belonged more properly to the Committee on 
Appropriations and it was referred there. I sought out the subcom­
mitree of the Committee on Appropriations repeatedly, but, through 
no fault of theirs, and yet through no fa.ult of my own, I was never 
able to have as full a consultation with them in regard to the items of 
this bill as I desired. I think the subcommitt.ee in recommending an 
appropriation of $90,000 for 600 members at the Marion Home acted 
under a misapprehension as to the number of barracks completed, un­
der the impression that there were but four of those barracks and 
that they could not accommodate more than eoo. 

In this connection I want to call attention t-0 this fact: At the time 
General Franklin, the president of the board of managers of the na­
tional homes, was before the Committee on Military Affairs, but four 
of these barracks had been constructed, though two more were fast ap­
proaching completion. Since that time those two have been comp1eted, 
and, as I understand, are now ready for occupancy. I hope the amend­
ment I have offered will meet the approval of the subcommittee on ap­
propnations, and also of the chairman of the committee, with whom 
I have not been able to have the conference I would have liked. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, if I can have for a moment the at­
tention of members of the committee of the Whole and of my friend 
from Indiana, I think I can satisfy them that this amendment should 
not be adopted. The five old homes, to say nothing about those at 
Marion and Santa Monica, have capacity for 10 per cent. more in mat.es 
than we have appropriated for. This perhaps is proper enough; but 
we have for the coming year in~enormously-over double-the 
ordinary increase at the soldiers' homes. For instance, the average 
number of inmates in 1888was10,681; in 1889, 11,727. In 1890 we 
appropriated for 13,200. In this bill we provide for 15,500. It will 
be observed thattheincreaseisextraordinary. We haveincrea.sed the 
appropriations for soldiers' homes proper to the a.monnt of $605, 000 
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and over. In addition to this, we provide for 4,000 inmates at the 
State homes at $100 apiece under the legislation of 1888. So that I 
may say the provision recommended in this bill for soldiers' homes 
is nearly double the ordinary increase heretofore. 

One word further. We gave very great attention to the appropria­
tions and recommendations touching the soldiers' homes. We had be­
fore us time and again General Franklin and other members of the 
board of managers. Let me read from the evidence of General Frank­
lin: 

The CHAIRMAN. You have four barracks at Marion now; or is it '3ix? 
General FRANKLIN. It is four. 
The CHAIRMAN. Are there any others under contra.ct? 
General FRANKLIN. No, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Are there any appropriated for? 
General FRANKLIN. No, sir; there is no appropriation for any. The comple­

. tion of those four exhausted t.he appropriation. They are completed and oceu­
pied. 

The CHAIRMAN. That gives you room for seven hundred men? 
General FRANKLIN. No, there is not room for that number at Marion, but 

only room for five hundred. There is room for one hundred and twenty-five 
to each barrack. 

Genero.l Franklin further says: 
I ought to say that you appropriated U-0,000 for maintenance of the inmates 

of the branch from January until June of this year, for the four hundred men 
that are there now. That was done by a special act, and that is now becoming 
exhaust~d. The men are living on that fund, and have been since the bill 
pa.~sed. ~ 

The CHAIRllAN. How many people have you there? 
General FRil"'KLIN. Three hundred and seventy men. 

Then there was a long examination foll~wing, from which it appears 
that they have the four barracks and four only; they have no hospital, 
no kitchen or mess hall, no building for quartermaster's stores. For 
these buildings we recommend appropriations in this bill But it will 
be time for the snow to fly, and probably longer, before those build­
ings are completed; in the mean time these barracks have to be occu­
pied in part by these officers. 

We have recommended appropriations for two additional barracks 
and then we make provision for six hundred inmates, far more than 
there can be for half a year. But it was supposed that upon the com­
pletion of the two new barr-acks the number of inmates would average 
six hundred, taking the year round, less than six hundred for the first 
six months and more than six hundred for the last six months. Now, 
in vfew of these extraordinary increases which we have made, after 
the fullest examination, I am satisfied the recommendations of the 
Committee on Appropriations should be adhered to and that this 
amendment should not be adopted. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I ask unanimous consent to make a few 
further remarks upon this subject. 

Mr. CANNON. That is all right. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from In-
~~ . 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I send to the Clerk's desk to be read an 
extract frQID ne of the daily pai;>ers published in the city of Marion. 
This article appeared about five months ago. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
THE SOLDIERS' HOME. 

The first two barracks at the soldiers' home are approaching completion and 
will be ready for occupancy the 25th of this month. Workmen are now putting 
on the finishing touches in the way of painting and varnishing. 

The third barrack is under roof and in the hands of the plasterers, and the slate 
roof is being pla-ced on the fourth. The stone work is completed on the Mh and 
sixth, and all, except one and two. which were to have been delivered to the 
Government January 1, will easily be completed within the time ca.lied for in 
the contract. 

The barracks as they a.re completed will be occupied. Their ordinary capac­
ity is about one hundred and twenty-five men each, but they will be crow<led 
by placing cots in the attic, thus giving accommodation to about one hundred 
and fifty men each. With the six barracks completed May 1, we wilf have not 
less than nine hundred veterans with us. 

The expenses up to date will about exhaust the original appropriation and 
no additional funds will be available until June I. For the purpose of car;ying 
on the work the board of managers has asked $311,000, and Congressman 
MARTIN bas introduced a billa.ppropl'iating $?...50,000. Out of this amount, what­
ever it may be, a. reasonable sum at least will be used for erecting officers' 
quarters.-.Marion Chronicle. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, the board of managers of 
the national homes recommend $120,000 as the amount that would be 
necessary for maintaining the members of the Marion Branch of the 
Soldiers' Home. On last Friday night, after the conclusion of our ses­
sion here, I telegraphed to Messrs. Houck & Wright, prominent gentle­
men of Marion, editors and proprietors of one of the daily papers there 
asking them how many barracks had already been completed. I send 
to the desk to be read their reply, which I received on Saturday morn­
ing. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Hon. A. N. MARTIN,M. C.: 
MARION, !ND., Jim:e 14, 18'JO. 

General Devereux reports six barracks completed. 
HOUCK & WRIGHT. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, there certainly must have 
been some misapprehension at the time General Franklin was before 
the board. These gentlemen, whose telegram has just been i·ead, live 
in the immediate locality; and while I do not mean to question at all 
any statement made by General Franklin, here is the statement of ~en 

I 
whom I know personally and well, and who I know understand what 
they are talking about, that there are actually six barracks there about 
ready for occupancy. Before the fis9ai year will have half run out there 
will be accommodations, so far as barracks are concerned, for eight hun­
dred men. 

Now,ifthatbetrue-a.ndin thatconnection we should weighcarefully 
the recommendation of the national board for an allowance for eight 
hundred members at $120 each-would it be good economy to make an -
appropriation of only $90,000 for six hundred members the year round? 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me just there? 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. With pleasure. 
Mr. CANNON. The gentleman says that there will be eight bun. 

dred members during the year. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Provision should be made for that num­

ber. 
Mr. CANNON. Suppose it was. Before this is done there will be a 

Jess number than that. Now, this appropriation is available for the 
entire year. There may be eight hundred for a part of the year and 
a less number for the remainder of the year. - But in making the 
average, and from the very best data that could be brought to bear, the 
committee believe that they have made an exceedingly liberal allow­
ance. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indianar If the telegram just read states the 
matter correctly, they are ready now for the occupancy of eight hun­
dred. 

Mr. CANNON. And just there a word further. It was only last 
week we exhausted this whole question from the governor of the home 
himself, from whose report I read, and !think that it is better informa­
tion than mere newspaper statements. And I submit to my friend 
from Indiana that with this extraordinary increase made for the in­
mates of the Soldierli' Home, which is sufficient, it is a question of 
soldiers and their relief, and not a question of how many should be had 
at .Marion or how many at the Dayton Home. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana-. Let me suggest to the gentleman in this 
connection the further fact that if an appropriation of $120,000 is 
made, which is admitted will be sufficient and which I claim will be 
necessary, it does not necessarily expend the money if the views of the 
gentleman be correct. If we appropriate the money and it is needed, 
at the rate of $150 per member, it will be expended under the au· 
thority of law. If it is not needed, if it is not expended, then the 
money will revert to the Treasury. If, on the other hand, the appro­
priation is not made and the money is needed, then, of course, unusual 
and unnecessary hardships are entailed upon these .people. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, according to the theory the gentleman pro­
pounds, why not make short work of the appropriations and appro­
priate all of the money in the public Treasury for the public service? 
If it is not needed it will not be used. 

The truth of the matter is, Mr. Chairman, this matter has been 
thoroughly exhausted, and in the views of the committee, after a mbst 
careful examination of the question, we have made liberal provision. 

Mr. MARTIN, oflndiana. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
:Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Is not the manuscript from which the 

gentleman is reading-the printed manuscript-the statement of Gen: 
eral Franklin made early in the spring? 

Mr. CANNON. No, sir; it was made last week. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I mean about the four barracks? 
Mr. CANNON. Yes, sir; it was made on the 3d of June, 1890. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I hope, .Mr. Chairman, without occupy­

ing further time of the committee, the amendment will be adopted, and 
I ask a vote upon it. 

Mr. 'l'ARSNEY. Mr. Chairman, I have heard it repeatedly stated 
here on the floor, during this session of Congress, that there were more 
than twenty thousanddeservingveteransofthe Union Army in the poor­
houses of this country. When I heard that statement made I did not 
kno'vf whether it was accurate or not, nor do I know now. But if it be 
true or if it approximate the truth, then it seems to me that this question 
about whether $120,000 is necessary to be appropriated for the main­
tenance of the soldiers' homes, or whether $99!000 will be sufficient, is 
quibbling over a matter that this Congress certainly ought not to quib­
ble over. 

-If there be twenty thousand veterans in the poor-houses of this cou~­
try, they ought not to be there. That is a matter we will not dispute 
about, because the duty of supporting them is upon the General Gov­
ernment, and not upon the States or the counties. They should be the 
wards of the Union, and not the wards of the counties or States. And 
I desire to say in this House here and now that from personal observa- -
tion of the Soldiers' Home at Leavenworth, Kans., I believe that $10,-
000 expended for such an institution as that does more real good and 
is better expended than $100,000 given away in pensions, as this H-0use 
has been giving them. It is not right to stand here and inquire 
Will all of this money be needed during the year in these various 
homes? but Is there likely to be a contingency arise which will re­
quire th~ expenditme ofit? If so, it ought to be available; and ifthe 
contingency does not a.rise, and your appropriation is larger than needed 
at the time, the Government loses nothing, for it is covered back into 
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the Treasury to be used for any other purpose during the next fiscal 
year. We should be s:i.fe, therefore, in making the appropriations 
lar~e enough to meet every want that may arise, for there is no more 
meritorious measure of appropriation, in my judgment, than this. 

Mr. CANNON. A single word, Mr. Chairman, at this point. I say 
again, as against 11, 727 people provided for in 1889, that this bill pro­
vides and appropriates for 15., 500 in soldiers' homes and $100 each for 

_ 4, 000 more in Stare homes. A liberal provision, I think. I am will­
ing to rest upon that. 

One further statement and I will ask for a vote. That gentleman 
says it is well to provide liberally. I assent to that proposition. The 
committee assented to it, and we have doi;ie it. And I call his atten­
tion to the fact that last week this House adopted a conference report 
which will take hundreds and multiplied hundreds of these people out 
of the soldiers' homes, worthy soldiers, by giving them a pension 
where they now receive none. I am backed up iQ. my stat~ment by my 
own observations as well as by the views of the chairman of the Com­
mittee on Pensions [Mr. MORRILL]. 

Mr. TARSNEY. Will the gentleman allow· a question? 
Mr. CANNON. Yes. 
Mr. T.ARSNEY. Will $96 a year take these people from the poor-

houses and support them? 
])fr. CANNON. Yes; but that is not all. 
Mr. PETERS. The average sum is larger. 
Mr. MORRILL. It provides $144 a year. 
Mr. TARSNEY. Six dollars a month, the minimum, would be$72a. 

year only, not $96. 
1i1r. CANNON. And $12 a month, the maximum, would be $144 a 

year, and no man will--
Mr. TARSNEY. Are they all going to get the maximum amount? 
Mr. CANNON. No man can be admitted to the Soldiers' Home un­

less he is disabled to such an extent that he will get $12 a month under 
the new legislation; and let me say to my friend that $144ayear, given 
to the soldier for hi.c:: support in his own neighborhood, is better than 
$150 a year expended for his support in a soldiers' home, better for the 
Government. better for the soldier, better for humanity, better for every­
body concern~ and from every stand point. 

Mr. PICKLER. That is right. 
The question was taken; and on a division there were-ayes 61, 

noes 61. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The Cierk read as follows: 
For hospital, 530,000. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indian.a. I offer the following amendment, }Vhich 

the Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
In line 9, strike out the word "thirty" and insert the word "fifty; ' so as to 

m:i.ke it read," For hospital, $.50,000." 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I desire now to send to the Clerk's desk 

and ask to have read the recommendations of the national board of 
managers as to the amount necessary for this branch of the Soldiers' 
Home. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Fo-r hospital, $50,000; for mess-hall and kitchen, $30,000; for commissary and 

qmuterma.ste.r's store·room, $20,000; for officel'S' quarters (three), 16,000; for 
headquarters, Sl0,000; for laundry, $7,500; for two. additional barracks,$46,000; 
for pumping-station, $4,000; for chapel, $7,500. 

Mr . .MARTIN, of Indiana. Now, Mr. Chairman, I think that with 
the large experience these managers of the national home have had, 
their recommendation of $50,000 for a hospital at this place ought to 
be given very great consideration, and tbat the amount recommendoo 
by them, $50,000, ought to be allowed rather than the amount which 
the committee placed in this bill, $30,-000. I want-to call the atten­
tion of the committee further to the faet that, while there may be rea­
son for the same, yet it is a fact that the appropriation made for the Pa­
ciftc branch at Santa Monica, Cal., for six hundred members is $90,000, 
an appropriation icJ also made at that place for the hospital of the sum of 
$50,000, it being a branch of the home which I undenitandisno larger 
than the one at Marion. Inasmuch as the committee have followed 
tbe recommendation of the board in the one case (and I believe the 
recommendations of the board were made carefully and with a full 
understanding of the situation), I therefore move the amendment to 
increase the amount from $30,000 to $50,000, which will place it just 
the same as the amount allowed to the Pacific branch. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I want to say that this recommenda-. 
tion for a hospital at Marion for $30,000 was after the fullest inquiry 
by tho committee and the fullest examination of General Franklin. 
And General Franklin was asked, as shown by that examination, how 
much, for a soldt_ers' home calculared to t.ak.e care of one thousand in­
mates, the reduction should be both at Marion and Santa Monica, and 
be said $30,000 for the hospital at Marion, and reduced to $50,000 at 
Santa. Monica., the difference being in the location, no doubt, and in the 
co.st of building. The committee, I think I may say, were unanimously 
of the opinion that the improvementB should be made at Marion, Ind., 
at the new home there, and at Santa Monica, Cal., for one thousand in­
mntes at each place, and recommended appropriations accordingly. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
For mess-hall and kitchen, 15,000. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I offer the following amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

· Strike out the word ''fifteen,'' in Hoe 10, •and insert the word '' thirt.y," mak­
ing it read "$30,000." 

~Ir. MARTIN, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, .I desire to submitafew 
observations in regard to this. I know that on this particular point 
as well as the other the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] has 
spoken of, General Franklin was examined before the committee. I 
have examined what he stated upon that occasion and I want to call 
the attention of the committee and of the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations to this fact, that he thought that the amount for this 
purpose should be as recommended, 30, 000, and that $15, 000 was not 
sufficient. He thought in the interest of health and cleanliness that 
the amount approp1iated ought to be $30, 000 in order that it would not 
be necessary to divide up the members of the home into reliefs or de­
tachments when the bell sounded for dinnel' or supper. The amount 
appropriated in this bill, $15,000, is with the expectation that when 
breakfast, dinner, or supper time comes the members will be divided 
into reliefs, that they will have to eat as memoors of the first, second, 
and third relief, and I for my part do not think that ought to be done. 

Mr. CANNON. Here is just what General Franklin did say: 
The CHAIRMAN. Suppose it was the sense of Con~ress that you should have II. 

mess-hall and kitchen at Marion that would require a change at least of two 
services at each meal instead of one service, how much would that. decrease the 
$30,000 estimate? 

General FRANKLIN. U would decrease it one-half. 
The CHAIRMAN. That would leave it $15,000 for building mess-hall and 

kitchen ? 
General FRA ~IN. Yes, sir; that woula give a mess-hall and kitchen of 

a.bout one-half the capacity for which we ho.ve estimated. 
The CRAmMAN. The kitchen is sufficient for one thousand men, but the mess· 

hall would be sufficient for only about one-half of that number? 
General FB.A~-x:i.m. Yes. 

Now, this hospital or barracks, the whole of this establiShment, is 
intended.foronethousandmen, and the$15,000willcomplerethekitchen 
and the mess-hall. 

It will build a dining-room that will seat five hundred men at one 
time, and I submit that that is a. large enough dining-room. It is truo 
if there should happen to be a thousand peop1e there (and that will not 
happen very often) they will be required to have a first and a second 
table ; but down here at Hampton they have now and have had for 
years a first, second, and third table. It takes a little longer to dine, 
but I submit that we have provided liberally from every standpoint, 
and that it is liberal enough if you have a dining-room that will seat 
five hundred peopleatonetime. Time is noobjeet there, anditmakes 
no difference whether they all j!;et their meals at 12 o'clock or half of 
them at 12 and half at half past 12. 

Mr. McCOMAS. I should like to ask the chairman of the commit­
tee if he 1·ecollects the statement made early in the sessien concern­
ing this matter? Statement was made by the managers that there 
were only fifty men at that home. 

Mr. CANNON. But there has been an increase since then. 
Mr. McCOMAS. An increase since February, but is not the limit 

six hundred men at this place? 
Mr. CANNON. We are laying out a plan for a thousand. 
1\fr. IticCOMAS. They only spoke of six hundred in February. 
Mr. CANNON. I believe that is so. I want to say to my friend­

and I appreciate his desire in offering this amendment-we know 
when we get these matters in our district, that sometimes we feel 
this and that and the other is due to the institution. I do not com­
plain. I have no doubt that I would do the same as my friend does 
under similar circumstances. But let it be recollected that this mat. 
ter of soldiers' homes is for the soldiers. It is not for the locality that 
it be built a little larger or a little smaller. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I desire to call attention to other lan­
guage of General Franklin in regard to this matter on page 100: 

The CHA.mMAN. Don't you think it is good economy, as this is a. temporary 
work and can not last over twenty-five years, to cut down so a.'f to seat five 
hundred men at a time? 

General FRANKLIN. That is a. question for Congress to decide. If you have 
one thousand men it is better to dine tliem all a.t one time. If you seat five 
hundred men at a time, you have got to clear off the tables, or e l e the other 
five hundred men will be eating on dirty tables, and I think decency requires, 
wµen it is possible, that all should be seated at one table. 

Mr. CANNON. Suppose you rea .. d all. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Yon read what follows. 
Mr. CANNON. I will read it: 

The CHAIBMAN. This is a ·pretty good home at HJUnpton, and they do not 
do it there. 

General FRM.TJCLIN. It would be a. gootl deal better if they had a dining-room 
big enough for all. 

The CHAmllIA.N. They seem to get along very well; it does not injure their 
health in anyway. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I apprecia~, I think, as 
fully as does the gentleman from Illinois that this home isnotinrended 
for any locality, that it is not intended for the Eleventh Congressional 
district of Indiana, nor even for the great Stare of Indiana it.self, which 
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~nt nearly two hundred thou.sand gallant soldiers to battle for the 
Union, but it is an offering showing the go!)d will of the people of the 
United States towards Union soldiers everywhere and they will come 
from far and neaL I will state that those who have given much at­
tention to this matter say that the old homes are crowded and that 
they are turning them away from Dayton, from Leavenworth, and from 
other homes. So it seems ro me that in making this provision for a 
new home we ought to make it large enough to accommodate as many 
as we can. 

Mr. CA.NNON. · If my friend will allow me, I will read a statement 
which shows to the contrary. The extraordinary increase of 15,500 as 
against 11, 000 in 1889 does not fill up all the homes by 10 per cent. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
For company and quartermaster's store-rooms, $10,000; 
For laundry, $7,500; 
For two additional barracks, $46,000; 
For pumping station, $4,000; in all $202,500. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I desire to offer the amendment which 
I send to the Clerk's desk: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend by inserting, at the close of line 16, on page 8.5, the following: 
"For officers' quarters, 516,000." 

of religious service. More than that, it is well known to all that the 
old soldiers who are sent to these homes arenotinaconditionofhealth 
or strength to enable them to travel even 1 mile, much less 2! -0r 3 
miles, and I ask the committee to adopt this amendment providing for 
the erection of the chapel. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, I am glad the gentleman has offered 
that amendment, because it gives me an opportunity to state why the 
committee do pot at this time make recommendation of an appropri­
ation for a chlipel at this home. Later, when we get the .soldiers at 
this place under roof, where they can be kept warm, and can getsoine­
thing to eat, and have wherewithal to be clothed, I think it very likely 
that it will be the sense of Congress tQ make an appropriation t-0 build 
a chapel But, Mr. Chairman, on this general question, I doubt the 
wisdom of the erection of a chapel at any soldiers' home that is near to 
a center of population where there are churches. If there is any one 
thing that can be justly said against soldiers' homes it is that the old 
soldiers are there isolated to a great extent, and that ther~ is not suf­
ficient contact between them and other citizens. That criticism has 
been made. I do not make it myself, but it bas been made, and I think 
it would be strange if there was not justice and force in the criticism. 
Let me read in this connection an extract from the report of the inspec­
tor-general touching the home at Togus, in l't!aine, and I may add 
that he says he found the same state of things at the other homes. I 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Now, I desire to say a few words, and read: 
wish to call the attention of the chairman of the Committee on Appro- During four days' general observation ofLhe members oft his home I was deeply 
priations particularly to this item. impressed with the irksome idleness of over one thousand men. A large number 

Last fall, during the month of November, I visited the soldiers' home of Lhem would leave their quarters in the morning after breakfast and wander 
at Marion, Ind., and I found there, as is the case to-day, that although listlessly forth hither and thither over the grounds and surrounding fields a.nd a.long the roads, without purpose, like withered leaves in a. languid and fitful 
the Government of the United States is building a soldiers' home which autumn wind. Many others would lie on their beds a.11 the day. With this 
will be for the people of the whole country, there are absolutely no long-continued lack of occupation their physical strength must dwindle a.nd 
quarters there worthy of the name. I found General Devereux, who their mental powers decay. Conversations with the surgeons and officers and with some of the members confirmed this opinion. 
is in charge there as superintendent of the soldiers' home, and the of-
ficers connected with that institution in a little old farm-house which That is the criticism the inspector makes. Now, Mr. Chairman, we 
must be forty or fifty years of age, entirely insufficient for the accom- !1ave enter~ upon this_wcJrk, b.ut I thin.kit :would have been far better 
modation of the officers and entirely insufficient for office purposes, en- if we had given attention ear her to l~IBlabon that would have taken 
tirely insu.fficient in any way for carrying on the business which must ev_ery one of these me~ out of these 'homes" and. s~rou11;ded_ them 
necessarily be oondi:icted in connection with this home; and I want to wi~h real.~omes an~ friends; ~d I w!1nt to Sfl! a~n tna.t, m view ?f 
call the attention of the chairman of the committee .to this fact. I this condition of thmgs, I thmk _their condition will be far better if 

I indulged the hope that this had been overlooked rather than that· they have.to go_out on~ a w:eek, rn :~onse to the callof.thechnrch­
it was intentional. I think that this bill ought to provide fo:r the build- · bell, to mmgle m wors~1p with th.e c1t1zens o~ the commumty a.~ large. 
ing of quarters even if all the rest of the amendments, except one more 1'.1r. M;A~TIN, oflndiana. I think th~ chairma~ of th~ Com~1nttee on 
which I want t-0 yet offer, have been rejected. We are building a great Appropriations has o_ver!ooked one fact m connection with t~IS matter. 
soldiers' home there, though not as large as some others. We are build- As I_ have ~lready said, m order to get to an1 church these crippled old 
ing it there, and yet leaving it without any headquarters and without soldiers w1~l have to l~a.vethe homeand, wi_thoutother means oftrav~l 
quarters or any place for the transaction of business that must be con- than walkmg, go a dIStance of 2! or. 3 miles to reach church, and . it 
ducted in connection with that home I feel that this home ouahtto be seems to me that ought not to he required of them. Those who have 
made to look as well as other homes: 0 bee~ in the habit, as many of them doubtless have, of attending divine 

J\1r. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. Do I understand your amendment· to be s~rvice from Sabbath to Sabbath, ought to have an opportunity to con-
for officers' headquarters? tlllue to do so.. . 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. For officers' quarters and business rooms. Although this home has been open~ only about sixty days, alr~~y 
Mr. CANNON. Now, then, Mr. Chairman, the committee considered one of the old veterans has answered his last roll-cal~, h:is gone to JOLll 

this matter, and we took good care of this whole building, as the re- tl_ie g,reat army beyond, and when he breat~ed out hIS 1:ife at ~hat sol-
port will show from an economic point of view Look here· diers home there was not a place on the premlSes where his remamscould 

For laundry, ir.500• • • be take~ for religion~ service and where his companions <:<>uld ga:ther 
For two additional barre.ck.s, $-!6,000. about him to pay their last respects. It seems to me that if there 1s aa 
For company and qua.rtermast.er's st.ore-rooms, $10,(j()(). item in connection with this bill that I ought to insist upon and that 
We intelligently considered it. So far as these officers' quartern are the Committee on Appropriations ought to concede it is this appropria-

concerned, by ~nd by, when we have provided for the soldiers, we will tion for a chapeL 
then take care of the officers. This amendment is $16,000 for officers' The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. MARTIN, of Indi-
quarters. The information of the committee is that the farm-house ana; and the Chairman stated that the noes seemed to have it. 
which the officers are now quartered in is better than the average farm- Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I ask for a division. 
house, and they can very comfortably stay there pending the time of The committee divided; and there were-ayes 39, noes 40. 
'the completion of this home. We shall, of course, make further ap- 1i1r. MARTIN, of Indiana. I demand tellers. 

_ propriations for this home hereafter, and in the mean time the officers Tellers were ordered; and the Chairman appointed Mr. l\fARTIN, of 
can be very comfortable there. Indiana, and Mr. CANNON. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. l\IARTIN, of Indi- The committee again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 43, 
ana; and the Chairman declared that the noes seemed to have it. noes 53. -

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. I ask for a division. So the amendment was rejected. 
The committee divided; and there were-ayes 42, noes 67. The Chief Clerk read as follows; 
So the amendment was rejected. In all, $2,601,765.ts. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment Mr. CANNON moved to amend by striking out "one," in line 19, 
which I send to the desk. and inserting "eleven;" so as to read: "$2, 611, 765.45." 

The amendment was read, as follows: The amendments were agreed to. 
Page85, a.fterline 16, insert "For chapel, $7,500." Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. I move to amend by inserting after the 
Mr. MARTIN, of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I feel authorized to ask paragraph just read the clause which I send to the deak. 

the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations to consent to this The Clerk· read as follows: 
amendment, the last that I intend to offer upon this bill. Here is a That the Boa.rd of Ma.nageTs for the National Home for Disabled Volunteer 
soldiers' ho h th ill b t •ty fi th d t• Soldiers shall hereafter consist or eleven members, and the following-named me W ere ere W e oppor Ulll or e accom.mo a ion persons be, a.nd are hereby, appointed managers of the National Home for Dis-
of eight hundred persons, and yet there is no place for them to assemble a.bled Volunteer Soldiers, that is to say: Edmund N . .Morrill, of K.a.nsas, for the 
on the Sabbath day or at any time for any purpose of worship in which unexpired term of office of John A. Martin, deceased; Alfred L. Pea.rson, of 
they may desire to engage. It seems to me that this amendment, if Pennsylvania., for the unexpired term of office of John F. Hartranft, deceased; 

and William B. Franklin of Connecticut, John C. Black of Illinois, Augustus B. 
no other, ought to be adopted without question, and that a chapel Farnham of Maine, and George w. Steele of Indiana., for the terms of office 
J>hould Qe erected at that home. In this connection I want to say to co.nunencing on the 21st day of April, 1890. to fill vacancies occasioned by the 
the committee that the home is located about 2 or 2! miles from the expiration of terms of office and by the increase provided hereby. 
city of Marion, and, of course, at a considerable distance from anyplace Mr. KERR, of Iowa. I make the point of order that this is new leg· 
where the inmates can have an opportunity of attending upon any kind islation. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. I hope the gentleman will withdraw the 
point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. In what particular does this change the present 
law? 

Mr. KERR, of Iowa. I might make the further point that the pro­
posed legislation is unconstitutional. That is a point which ought to 
be made by the President. - . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. I offer the amendment which I send to 

the desk, to which I hope there will be no objection. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

After Une,20, on page 85, add t.he following: 
"That the following-named persons b3, and are hereby, appointed Managers 

oftheNa.tiona.lHome for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, to wit: Edmund N. l\Ior­
rill, of Kansas, for the unexpired term of office of John A. Martin, deceased; 
Alfred L. Pearson, of Pennsylvania., for the unexpired term of office of John F. 
Hartranft, deceased. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. This amendment provides simply for 
filling vacancies now existin~ by reason of death. 

Mr. BREWER. For the purpose at least of getting some informa­
tion, I make a point of order upon the amendment. 

Mr. CANNON. If I may be allowed by unanimous consent, I want 
to ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WILLIAMS] a question. I under­
stand there are now two vacancies in the Board of Manag_ers of the 
Soldiers' Homes? 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. In reply to the gentleman's question: I 
will say that Mr. Martin, of ,Kansas, who was local manager for the 
soldiers1 home at Leavenworth is dead; and this House, the beginning of 
April, passed a bill naming the gentleman from Kansaa [Mr. MORRILL] 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Martin, and also 
naming General Alfred L. Pea:rson to fill the vaeancy from the State of 
Pennsylvania occasioned by the death of General Hartranft. It is im­
portant that these vacancies should be promptly filled; and the Com­
mittee on l\filifary Affairs have agreed on the selection of these two 
gentlemen. 

Mi; FARQUHAR. The bill which we passed is in the Senate. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. It is; but it has not been acted on, and 

we do not know when it will be. 
Mr. SPINOLA. These are the two names agreed upon by our com-

mittee? 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio. They are. 
Mr. BREWER. I call for the regular order. 
Mr. CANNON. I do not make any point of order. 

• Mr. SAYERS. !renew the point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state the point of order. 
Mr. SAYERS. That.this is new legislation on an appropriation bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to inquire where the appoint-

ment of these officers now lies. 
Mr. CA.....1\TNON. As I understand, it lies with Congress. I am speak­

ing from general recollection. I know that from time to time the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs have reported resolutions making appoint­
ments or changes in the management of this board. My understanding 
from the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Wrr,LIAMS] is that there are now 
two vacancies, and that in view of this fact the Committee on Military 
Affairs recommended the appointment of our friend from Kansas [Mr. 
.MORRILL] for the Kansas vacancy and General Pearson for the Penn­
sylvania vacancy. I know thia mode of appointment has been the 
practice, but I have not examined the law. Gentlemen of the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs, I suppose, can speak as to that. 

Mr. PETERS. I think this amendment does not change existing 
law at all. It is simply a provision for filling vacancies. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appointment of these officers, as the Chair 
understands, is vested by ln.w in Congress. 

l\Ir. CANNON. These appointments, I have been informed, are 
made by Congress. 

l\Jr. KERR, of Iowa. I do not see how they can be. 
M:r. BAKER. These appointments are recommended by the Com­

mittee on Military Affairs. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order. The 

question is on agreeing to the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 
The question being taken, there were, on a division (called for by 

l\Ir. BYNUM)-ayes 50, noes 36. 
Mr. BYNUl\I ca.Hen for tellers, but withdrew the demand. 
So the amendment was adopted. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Back pay and bounty: For payment of amounts for arrears of pay of two and 
three year volunteers that. may be certified to be due by the accounting officers 
of the Treasury during the fiscal year 1891, so much thereof as may be necessapY 
is hereby appropriated. 

Mr. SAYERS. M:r. Chairman. I move to strike out in the fourth 
and fifth lines the words "so much thereof as may be necessary is 
hereby appropriated" anil. insert in lieu of it" $350,000." 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Illinois, in charge of this bill, in 
his opening remarks gave to the committee as the amount that the bill 
carried the sum of $27,975,143.22. It occurs to me that in making his 
aggregate he did not take into consideration or include in the sum total 
of the appropriations recommended the expenditures which are con-

. \ 

temp1ated by the item under consideration and alKo by the three items 
which follow. . 

The policy suggested by the maj.ority of the committee, as it appears 
in this bill, -reverses the policy which bas existed heretofore in regard 
-.0 this character of appropriations, and which has been pursued in the 
framing of these bills for the last sixteen years. We are called upon now, "' 
instead of making a definite appropriation, to give to the accounting 
officers of the Treasury authority to disburse money without regard to 
a supervision by Congress as is now provided by law. It seems to me 
that this is a most unwise policy. In my judgment it is not a proper 
system of framing an appropriation bill, and would be unwise for the 
House to adopt. I think the better plan would be to adhere to the 
policy which bas obtained since 1874, and make this a definite appro­
priation, as it should be. We are informed that the estima~ amount 
which would be required for this item is about $35Q,OOO for the next 
fisC'al year, and adhering to the policy heretofore pursued, it will be 
better and wiser to insert the actual amount in the bill, and also defi­
nite instead of indefinite sums, as is proposed in the three following 
items. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire, in accordance with the 
understanding bad with the chairman of the Committee on Appr-0pri­
ations, to speak without limit. I will not occupy any considerable time, 
but prefer this request, as I may desire to occupy more than the five 
minutes allowed under the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the absence of objection, the gentleman will 
proceed without limit. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, the minority of the committee ob­

ject to the indefinite appropriation. provided in this bill and found on 
page 86. Instead of appropriating a specific and definite amount for 
back pay and bounty the bill carries an appropriation in the following 
terms: 

So much therefor as may be necessary is hereby appropriated. 

The committee 'vill remember that this new departure in respect to 
appropriations for the payment of this class of claims was inaugurated 
when the urgent deficiency bill was under consideration at the begin­
ning of this session, and that the change led to some considerable dis­
cussion. At that time a point of order was made against a similar pro­
viso in the deficiency bill for the reason that it changed existing law. 
.After a somewhat protracted discussion the chairman of the Commit­
tee of the Whole waived his right to pass upon the question and ~race­
fully referred it to the committee, where, by a bare majority vote, 1t was 
decided that the form of the appropriation was in order under the rules. 
Now, l'rlr. Chairman, [desire to call the attention of the committee to 
the law relating to this class of claims. The la.w provides that--
It shall be the duty of the several accounting officers of the Treasury to con­

tinue to receive, examine, and consider the justice and vAolidity of all claims 
under appropriations the balances of which have been exhausted or carried to 
the surplus fund under the provisions of said section (section a), and the Secre­
tary of the Treasury shall report the a.mount due each claimant at the com­
mencement of each session to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the Presiding Officer oHhe Senate, who shall lay the same befo1·e tbeh- re. pect­
ive Houses for considera.tton. 

Mr. Chairman, that is the language of the law which was enacted 
June 20, 1874, and the policy of definite appropriations has continued 
from that date until the beginning of this session. These back-pay 
and bounty claims have first been audited by the accounting officers 
of the Trea.sury and then certified under this act to Congress for ''con­
sideration." Of course, Mr. Chairman, the language of the statute, 
"for consideration," necessarily carries with it the right of approval 
or of r~jection. The word "consideration" cin mean nothing else, 
and such consideration must of necessity precede payment: For six­
teen years that was the construction of Congress under all administra­
tions. When the urgent deficiency bill was being considered the mi­
nority of the committee earnestly opposed the change then made under 
the circumstances to which I have already adverted. · The issue then 
presented is the same issue involved in the itemi:J under consideration. 

Our contention is not as to the propriety of the payment of meritori­
ous claims, but that the law which requires the supervision of Con· 
gress before payment should be adhered to, whilst at the same time a 
definite appropriation should be made for the payment of this class of 
claims, after the "consideration" required by the statute. The act of 
June 20, 1874, was prepared by the Treasury Department under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and its intent was to pro­
vide an additional safeguard for the Treasury. These indefinite pro­
visos, found on page 86, in fact repeal that provision of the law which 
requires "consideration;" and therefore the certification to Congress 
can only be for information, inasmuch as it would be entirely profitless 
to consider tl~ese C'laiins after they had been paid. 

No one on this side of the House, Mr. Chairman, objects to tho pay­
ment of any claim which shall have been found under the statute to 
be meritorious, but we simply insist that the law, which has received 
the approval of every Secretary of the Treasury since its enactment, 
shall be maintained in its integrity. Its operations have been whole­
some and have heretofore prevented the payment of unauthorized and 
fraudulent claims. Some few years since, as gentlemen will remember, 
over$100,000 of what were called "insurance claims" passed the audit-
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ing officers of the Treasury, and but for the safeguards of' this statute 
these fraudulent claims would have been allowed and paid. 

l\Ir. Chairman, if the law which has heretofore required the super­
vision of Congress is to be ignored and disregarded, I shall at least 
insist upon the continuance of the policy of making definite appropria­
tions. The people are entit led to know the exact amount of the'ir 
Governmental expenditures. ~ 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Texas [Mr. SAYERS], a few mo­
ments· since, invited the attention of the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations to the fact that the amount reported carried in this 
bill, as found on page 97, is $27,926,000, when in fact it is very much 
more than that total. To speak plainly and come directly to the issue 
involved I will say that the effect of these indefinite appropriating 
clauses in the urgent deficiency bill and the bill now being considered 
is to conceal and take from the aggregate of the appropriations for the 
current fiscal year, and until after the November eiections, the sum of 
$1,092,000. 

According to the estimates of the Treasury Department there was 
concealed in the urgent deficiency bill $390, 000. There is concealed­
and I use the word in the sense that jt does not appear in the total­
there is concealed in this bill, for payments of arrears of pay for two and 
three year volunteers, $350,000; there is concealed in this bill for the 
amount due for bounty t-0 volunteers $300,000; there is concealed in 
this bill under the bounty act of July 28, 1866, $30, 000; there is con­
cealed in this bill for commutation of rati~ns ~22,000. 

These amounts are the estimates of the Treasury officials and are more 
likely to be under than over the actual expenditures. There is, there­
fore, concealed on page 86 of this bill, which amount does not appear 
in the sum total of the appropriations for the next fiscal year, $702, -
000. In other words, instead of this bill aggregating $27,926,000, as 
stated by the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, the aggre­
gate ought to be stated at $28,628,000, or $702,000 more than it is. 

So that, Mr. Chairman, the effect of these indefinite clauses is to 
withhold from the people of the United States until a fter the elections 
information showing that the aggregate expenditures are $1,092,000 
greater than they purport to be on the face of the bills. I know, Mr. 
Chairman, that the exigency of our {riends on the other side is some­
w~at great, and I sympathize with the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations in his efforts to stay the tide of extravagance and pre­
vent an unusual increase of appropriations. We have all witnessed how 
day after day, in that aisle over there, he has protested against the ex­
travagance of his own party, and it is in view of his economic loneli­
ness that I have been coerced into a. measure of sympathy; but I can 
not, Mr. Chairman, go to the extent of following him when he proposes 
to conceal by indefinite legislation the appropriation of $1,092,000 of 
the people's money. We have witnessed, Mr. Chairman, not only the 
economic stress of my friend the chairman of the committee [Mr. CAN­
NON], but we have been lookers on at the unusual enforced financial 
restraints manifested along the whole line of the Republican party. 

Mr. Chairman, there has been a marked change in the attitude of 
that party in respect to some measures. We all remember that about 
eight days of the last session were occupied by the Republican Repre­
sentatives in attempting to pass a bill which provided in round num­
bers $18,000,000 in what is known as the direct-t.ax bill. Yet, not­
withstan.ding the zeal of our Republican friends on that occasion in 
behalf of this measure, it is a matter of great comment that not one of 
f.hem in this Congress has risen to urge the passage of the bill although 
its importance was deemed such as to entitle it to recognition in their 
fast national platform. This inattention and neglect of the direct-tax 
bill probably results from the fact that the appropriations of the present 
session under the most ecomonic management will be very largely in­
creased over the last Congress. 

Mr. Chairman, it is not my purpose at this time to estimate what 
that increase will be, but it is understood that it will be very great. 
I have referred to the direct-tax bill. There is the Blair bill also, and 
other bills carrying enormous sums of money that were urged by the 
Republican party in the last Congress, whilst the Democratic side of 
the House was censured for not passing them; and yet, after seven 
months of the present session have passed, not a gentleman on that 
side of the House has uplifted . his voice either in behalf of the direct­
tax bill, the Blair bill, or any other of these bills that were so strenu­
ously urged by the Republican party during the last Congress--

Mr. 'BLAND. The.French spoliation claims. 
Mr. DOCKERY. My friend from Missouri suggests the French 

spoliation claims. Why, Mr. Chairman·, we all recollect how tl}e pres­
ent Speaker of the House, then the leader of the minority, stood on 
that side of the Chamber and hour after hour urged upon my friend 
from Texas [Mr. SAYERS] that he should consent that the provision 
providing for the payment of those musty, antiquated, century claims 
ba\e a place in the deficiency bill. For seven months the Republican 
party has exercised arbitrary control over this body, and yet no mem­
ber has insisted on the payment of these French spoliation claims. We 
nll understand the reason for this inaction-a wholesome fear of the 
people. I apprehend that our Republican friends are just as anxious as 
they ever were to pass those old, -questionable cla~, the direct.tax 
bill, and the Blair bill; but, confronted as they are with rules which 
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permit an uninterrupted pass:age-way to the Treasury, the leaders of 
that side have been intimidated and coerced by the strong probability 
of a Treasury deficit, aQd have therefore reluctantly consented that 
some of those measures should go over to the short session of Congress 
which will be held after the fall elections. 

Mr. McCOMAS. Do I understand my friend from Missouri to be 
indicting the Republican party for extravagance, and sustaining his in­
dictment by a list of appropriations that they do not make? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I think my friend does not misapprehend my 
position. I am arraigning the Republican party for hypocrisy upon 
these public measures. [Applause on the Democratic side and criesot 
''Oh!" on the Republican side.] · 

Mr. McCOMAS. I understand, then, that you are going to relieve 
the Republican party from the charge of extravagance. ,, 

Mr. DOCKERY. I wish that I conld relieve the Republican party 
from the charge of extravagance, but their record forbids such gener­
osity and leniency. It is true that no attempt has thus far been made 
t-0 pa-ss the direct-tax bill, the Blair bill, or the French spoliation 
bill--

Mr. RICHARDSON. Or the subsidy. 
Mr. DOCKERY. But the subsidy is with us. It will be passed 

shortly. But even deducting the enormous sums embraced in those 
measures, the appropriations will still be very_ burdensome, and the 
chairman of the committee [Mr.CANNO:N] in his frank and honest way 
will doubtless so state when he gets the floor. · 

.Mr. McCOMAS. Does my friend take infu that amount the enor· 
mous defrciencies that have come to us as a legacy from the last Admin­
istration? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I know of no deficiencies that were made by the 
last Admini.Stration that are unusual or extraordinary. I trast that the 
gentleman does not refer to the deficiencies that come to thi~ Congress 
that were made by bureau officers in violation of law and which have 
led to their removal. 

Mr. UcCOMAS. I will take occasion soon to recite to my friend a 
list of the deficiencies that came to us as a legacy from the last Admin­
istration. I , will recount to my friend and bring them to bis memory 
a little later~ 

Mr. DOCKERY. Very well; I hope my friend will explain some of 
these deficiencies, because they require expfo."llation. The country de­
sires information. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let us return for a moment to the item under 
consideration. We desire to appropriate for back pay and bounty every 
dollar that the Treasury Department estimates is necessary. _ 

1n this view my friend from Texas has offered an amendment pro­
viding the $350,000 that the Department estimates for pay of two and 
three year volunteers, and it will ')e followed up by other all!endments 
which will provide the full e'ftimate. It can not be, Mr. Chairman, 
that the object of this appropriation is to afford speedy payment, be­
cause the minority propose to appropriate $702,000, which is all the 
Department estimates is necessary. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, but a single farther word in conclusion. 
Before this money ean possibly be expended Congress will be in session 
again, and if the Department officials find they have underestimated 
they can send in a supplemental estimate, so that we can amply pro­
vide for any deficiency likely to arise. 

Mr. CANNON rose. 
?t-Ir. S.4, YERS. I desire to ask the gentleman from Illinois a question. 
Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 
l\lr. SAYERS. I call the attention of the gentleman from Illinois to 

the four items of appropriation desjgnated and I would ask him how 
much he has estimated will be involved in these four items o( appro· 
priation. · 

Mr. CANNON. The four that are now being considered? 
Mr. SAYERS. Allowances for back pay and bounty, ancr for the 

commutation of rations. 
Mr. CANNON. It is estimated that it will take at least $702,000. 
Mr. SAYERS. Does the gentleman from Illinois include that amount 

of $702,000 in bis amount as estimated of $27,926,143.22? 
Mr. CANNON. Oh, no, sir. 
Mr. SAYERS. It is an addition, then? 
Mr. CANNON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Chairman, I have only a word or two to say. Gentlemen will 

r ecollect that for many years heretofore items audited in the Treasury 
Department for payment of soldiers of the late war for back pay and 
for bounty and for commutation of rations have been certified to Con­
gress. They have passed the accounting officers, and then awaited ap­
propriations. So that frequently as much as ten or twelve months 
after the amount has been ascertained the soldier gets his money. 
Members of Congress, I apprehend, have gotten letters, just as I have, 
where they are informed that this amount is due them and t.hat it can 
not be paid until appropriations are made by Congress. 

The old soldiers write us and say: "For God's sake why can not'we 
get our money? Wehavewaitecl for a quarter of a century, after earn­
ing it in the heat of battle and on the long march. Now we are 
entitled to it, and we only want our money, and the money is in the 
Trea.~nry." Now, in view of that fact, on a deficiency bill during this 
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session of Congress we appropriated some of this money-an indefi- Mr. CANNON. I understand that as to the appropriation for the 
nite sum, sufficient to meet all that class of claims for the balance of Public Printer my friend claims that it is not large enough. 
this year, ending June 30, which is just in flont of us. Mr. SAYERS. When we get to the Printing Office item we will 

This is to provide every dollar that is needed, whether it is great or talk about it. 
small; whether it be $500,000: or $700,000, or $1,000,000, oi; $2,000,- .Mr. CANNON. But I will say of my friend from Texas [Mr. SAY-
000-whatever is needed is made available by this provision to pay EBS] that he has done his work conscientiously in connection with the 
back pay, bounty, and commutation of rations, as the accounting officers preparation of this bill, and be and I have not disagreed seriously 
of the Treasruy shall find it due. The very moment they find it due, about it. He has done his work well and has done it from a non­
if we enact this law, whatever may happen, the soldier will get his partisan standpoint. But, Mr. Chairman, I was calling attention now, 
money. by way ofreply to my friend from Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY], who has 

Now, the gentleman from Texas criticises this provision. It was been rather severe in his criticism, to the fact that I felt disposed to 
settled .after a determined contest that this wa.s right, and I onJy ask thank him for his pe:rsonal at titude in this matter, and I repeat that I 
the House to do on this bill for the coming year what we have done for have been thankful to him from time to time and also to the gentle-
a part of this year in the deficiency bill in this exact language. man from Texas [:Mr. SAYERS] for the support which they have given 

Mr. SPRINGER. I would like to ask my colleague a question. me in c::mying t he bill though this Committee of the Whole, especially 
Mr. CANNON. Certainly. because, as I ha>e already said, they were quite lonesome upon that 
Mr. SPRINGER. Whose fault is it that these accounts have re- side of the House. 

mained unadjusted for twenty-five years-the gentleman has said that Mr. DOCKERY. I suppose the gentleman from Illinois has shared 
they have been pending for a quarter of a century? somewhat in that sense of loneliness. [Laughter.] 

1\I~. C.A.NNO:N. I will say to my friend in part by the fault of Con- Mr. CANNON. No, I think not. I think my friends have stood by 
gress and in part by the fault of the soldiers, because the soldier, like me pretty well, includiogthegentlemanfromMissouri [lli. DOCKERY]. 
everybody else, must make application for that which is due him before Now, Mr. Chairman, I ha•e no doubt that it always will be the case 
it is paid. I will say it ·is not worth while to endeavor to say whether that members of Congress will ha>e to be industrious and vigilant and 
the mo!t of the fault lies in Congress or not. I have no desire to do firm to see that the public money when it is taken from the Treasury 
that. I think that in the Second Auditor's Office some years heretofore shall be appropriated for legitimate objects and in proper amounts. 
the appropriation for th~ clerical force has not been as much as it ought We have had to do that this sessi-On, we have had _to do it in every ses­
to have been. ' sion that I have served here, and I have no doubt that it will always 

Mr.SPRINGER. Theseaccountsembracepayofsoldiersand bounty have to be done. We are here for that purpose, to appropriate for 
provided for under the act of July 28, 1866, and accounts for commuta- worthy objects, to refuse to appropriate for un.wortby objects, and to 
tion of rations. make economicai appropriatiolli!. 1 think that when this Congress ad-

Mr. CANNON. Precisely. journs we shall be able to say that we have not made extravagant ap-
Mr. SPRINGER. It seems to me that Congress is at fault for allow- propriations. It looks to me that way now. So far there is not much 

ing these claims to remain unpaid for a quarter of a. century. I do not that can be complafoed of, and I believe the majority of this House 
know how much of the fault lies with the soldier for his failure to will so work it out to the end. When it is all over and the curtain is 
make his claim; but it does seem to me very strange that the accorint- about to ring down upon this the first ses.gion of the Fifty-first Congress, 
ing officers of the Treasury Department have not been able to adjust I then it will afford me great pleasure to meet my friend from .Missouri 
these accounts during these many years. Many of the persons have [l\fr. DOCKERY] and post books and see what we have done. 
died in the mean time and will never get the benefit of what is due Mr. DOCKEH.Y. We are keeping accounts. 
them. I do not object to making this appropriation, but what I com- Mr. CAi~NON. In the mean time I would be glad to have this amend- J 
plain of is that they ought to have been paid at least twenty years ago. ment voted down. 
There ought to have been something to stimulate a man to make his Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, I am very 
claim, and there ought to have been a statute oflimitations requiring much interested in this amendment because of the principle involved, 
him to ·make it within :fiv~ years, or he should thereafter be forever and I regret that it arises out of an appropriation which makes an ap­
barred. These cases are coming in now every day, and while the.work peal to a sentiment which may obscure the real principle involved. I 
is going on it seems to me that the gentleman can not do bett.er service do not think there is any duty or power imposed upon or granted to 
than require that all these cases be filed within a certain time in order this House more import.ant than its supervisory power over the action 
that there can be an end to it some time in the future. of executive officers prior to the payment of the claims found due by 

Mr. CANNON. If my friend will allow me, in reply I will state those officers. The power of the purse, primarily given to this House, 
I am not anxious for any statute of limitations for the men who earned and its power of supervision over the action of the Executive Depart­
this money in the Army a quarter of a. century ago, or to their legal men ts, constitute the largest ordinary duty and the most important that 
heirs. Now, I am glad to welcome my colleague [Mr. SPRINGlilR] as is given to it. I say "ordinary," because there are times of extraor­
a recruit in favor of this provision of the b.ill. It is not necessary to dinary em-ergency when the permanence of the Government and the 
say at this time whose fault it is that those claime were not paid before, maintenance of our institutions may be involved; but in the d'1oiiy 
paid when they were audited, as they were not this year until we made routine of work, in the ordinary exercise of our duties, there can scarcely 
the deficiency appropriation. But it would be my fault and the fault bea more important function than the exercise of control over ex.ecu­
of my colleagues if every dollar of these claims that are audited during tive officers, that the condition-precedent to their expenditure of the 
the next year was not to be paid as soon a.~ audited, and if this provis- public money shall be our warrant. It is not merely, as my friend 
ion stands they will be paid. Now, Mr. Chairman, that is all I want from Mis5ouri [Mr. DOCKERY] suggests, the question of definite or 
to say in favor of this provision. I think the House understands it. indefinite appropriations, but, in addition, it is the surrender of the 
It has been fought over and settled very fully on the deficiency bill. power of supervision over the claims to be paid by the executive officers; 

One further word. I do not design at this time to speak in reply to and if the que,stion arose upon any other matter than a payment to the 
my friend from Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY], my colleague upon the com- soldiers of the late war, I venture with great respect to suggest the ob­
mittee. I thank him very heartily for his, in the main, hearty and ear- servation that there would not be a gentleman of this House who would 
nest co-operation in the preparation and passage of this bill so far, and cast his vote for this bill in its present shape. 
I have the same to say of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. SAYERS]. But there seems to be a feeling on the part of many gentlemen here 
I want to thank them both for the substantial support that they have that if we touch any question connected with those who served in the 
given to me and to this side of the House in the passage of the bill late war it immediately becomes exceptional, and when the precedent 
through this Commjtteeof the Whole up to this time, because, when the is once made it may be applied to many other matters. The gentle­
gentleman from Indiana [Ur. :M:aRTIN] and various other gentlemen on man from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] of course has not examined this ques­
that side have offered amendments increasing the bill, and I have re- tion very carefully or he would know that the statute of limitations 
sisted them as best I could, my friend from Missouri [.Mr. DOCKERY] had long since been applied to certain of these classes of claims and 
and my friend from Texas [Mr. S.A. YERS] have stood up and voted with bad been removed, and is now temporarily suspended under the pro­
me. They did it because they knew it was right, but they were awfully visions of the act of August 131 1888. 
lonesome on that side of the House. [Laughter.] During his term of service here, and, so far as I know, without any 

Mr. SAYERS. Will not the gentleman go further and state thatthe opposition from him, the statute of limit.ations as to certain of these 
gentleman from Missouri [1\Ir. DocKERY] and the gentleman from Texas claims was enacted, and afterwards was suspended for a period of only 
LMr. SAYERS] proposed in committee to reduce the amount of this bill three years. 
much lower than it is now? But this does no~really touch the issue involved in this amendment, 

Mr. CANNON. I think not. I think there has been no difference which is, shall Congress supervise the action of the auditing officers of 
of opinion between.the two sides of the Committee on Appropriations the Government? I urge that we ought to do it in all cases, and tbe 
except upon these items, and possibly one other that is to follow, and objection I have to this amendment is that it does not go far enough. It 
the criticism on the otheritem, as I understand it, is that we have not makes the appropriationdefinite instead of indefinite; bnt, if we could 
made it large enougb. have carried that proposition, it ought to have gone one step further. 

Mr. S.A.YERS. Were not the gentleman from, Missouri (Mr. DoCK- The other objection urged by my friend from Missouri is, of course, 
ERY] and myself always found voting in committee for the lowest one which ought to receive the co:r,isideration of the committee. This 
appropriations? is a mode by which appropriations are made without being estimated 
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and revealed in the act making them; ifls a mode by which appropri­
ations are enacted and the amount concealed-a mode bv which exec­
uti"\'e officer.s are granten authority to pay out the public money with­
out t.he people knowing the extent of the anthority thus granted, We 
ought never to pass an appropriation bill that does not bear on its face, 
notonlytheobjectoftheappropriationand thenatureoftheexpenditure, 
but the amount to be expended, so that this may be clearly understood 
by those whom we represent. Of course there are permanent appro­
priations which, within certain narrow margins, are indefinite; but they 
are compamtively few, and the margin within which they are ind-efinite 
is small. For instance, the permanent appropriation for the payment of 
the interest on the public debt, whichisamerematterofcalculation, and 
that for the payments into the sinking fund. These two items make 
up more than $90,000,000 of the permanent appropriations of $101,-
000,000 or $102,000,000, and in the main the other items are substan­
tially of a. character easily ascertaJned. These matters of indefinite ap­
propriation ought to be reduced to the narrowest possible limit; they 
ought to be made as simple, as direct, as distinct as possible. 

There is room for practical reform here,. for careful and wise legisla­
tion. It is possible that there is necessity for certain permanent and 
indefinite appropriations; buttheyought to be very few, the necessity 
tl,lerefor clear, and even then Congress ought to require strict account­
abilty for their proper expenditure. It is, perhaps, unfortunate that 
we do not more carefully examine and scrutinize these permanent ap­
propriations, and I do not doubt that they could be materially reduced 
to the betterment of the public service. 

Mr. Chairman, the legislation here proposed is in line with the 
abdication of the powers of the House which has been going on dur­
ing the whole of this session. It would seem as though our friends 
on the other side want to impair every dignity and power of the House, 
as far as lies within their power, whenever our prerogatives come in 
conflict with the functions of any other branch of the Government. 
Who would have expected to see two of the most eminent Republicans 
on this floor justify votes for measures which their consciences con­
demned and theirjudgmentsdisapproved, because they look to the Sen­
ate to repair the wrong, the want of wisdom, the folly, and the despoli­
ism of this House? 

Who could have foreseen that the great question of currency would 
ha•e been decided by this House upon the avowal, openly made, that 
the judgment of the House was not the judgment of the people; that 
the enactment of the House was not in accordance with wisdom, but 
that the dictates of a party caucus required that the measure pass the 
House that it might be corrected bythejudgmentoftheSena.te? Who 
could have expected to see a great measure involving the raising of 
revcnue--taxation in the name of the tariff-passed in this House by 
the vote of gentlemen who openly admitted that it was not in accord­
ance with their best judgments or with their sense of statesma~ip, 
but that they united with the majority because they hoped it would 
be so amended in the other end of the Capitol as to make it endur­
able? 

Now, when webavepresented to us the questionofmakingtheExecu­
tive Departments observe the law, when we are passing an appropria­
tion for the purpose of having these executive officers spend the money 
under our control, we propose on the -very face of the enactment to 
abdicate to these executive officers the power of supervision of expend­
itures as we have abdicated to the Senate the power.of deliberate legis­
lation. 

One of my friends on the other side speaks of deficiencies. Mr. 
Chairman, it has not been assigned to me until this session of Congress 
to study with particularity questions of appropriation. I do not profess 
yet to understand them. I have voted with great- reluctance during 
my term of service for certain deficiency bills. I shall, as a member 
of the Committee on Appropriations, try to be just and liberal as to such 
measures, no matt.er by what officers the deficiencies may have been 
made, for, whoever may be in power in the administration of the Gov­
ernment, tbis is my Government; and its honor, its integrity, the pay­
ment of its debts of eve:rysort, areas dear to meas if the officers charged 
with executive duties . belonged to my party. 

But I want to say that I think this whole question of deficiencies runs 
along with this very species of appropriation. We permit the law to 
be violated by executive officers. We undertake to measure in our ap­
propriation bills the amount that shall be expended, and that should 
be the measure of the manner in which the executive officer discharges 
his duties. In the teeth of the law, in defiance of the action of Con­
gress, the officer makes these deficiencies. Whether he be Democrat 
or Republican the case i.c; precisely the same in my eyes. It is in vio­
lation of the spirit of the law. 

The excuse that he could not do the duty assigned him without cre­
atfog the deficiency is an excuse which simply means that he feels 
be is above Congress and his judgment higher and· wiser than the Ia.w 
of the land. And I listen to appeals for deficiency bills, I confess, not 
oµly with a certain spirit of reluctance, but with some spirit of respon­
sive indignation; and these deficiencies, whether created under the last 
Administration or under the present Administration, are simply argn­
Jllent.s in favor of our putting into this bill and other bills of like chamcter 
limi~tions upon the power of the executive officers instead of extend· 

ing their· powers and giving them greater authority and concealing the 
amounts involved. 

I presume, sir, as a matter of fact that there will be in_the future as 
there have beenin the past deficiency bills required. Some of the items 
embodied will be just. Some have already been passed that met my 
approval; as, for instance, certain appropriations for the Printing Office, 
where the preceding estimates can not well be made, and there must 
be some degree of flexibility about such appropriations .. But in tbe 
larger number of cases the claims presented have been simply deliberate 
violations oflaw by the head of a bureau or the chief of a Cabinet De­
partment who expects us to supply that deficiency because of our sen­
sitiveness to the honor of the Government that the debts which it bas 
created shall be promptly paid. 

I take it ·for granted that under this Administration the same. thing 
bas gone on that we have seen under other Administrations for the last 
thirty years. I am not speaking in the spirit of the partisan.only. I am 
a partisan, and I do not put on any airs about it. I do not pose in the 
attitude of a Liberal who is almost a Republican. I never was near unto 
being a Republican in my life, and what I have witnessed during the 
last seven months would have utterly obliterated any tendency which 
I might possibly have possessed in that direction . . [Laughter.] 

But what I mean is this, that ever since the war, if ·not before, and 
notably in the last twelve or thirteen years when these things haye 
been carried on with rather more than ordinary indifference to the law, 
with a completer belief that we will make it up, there have come de­
mands upoYl. Congress for deficiencies charged to former Administra­
tions, and accompanied with all the excuses that we will hear.or have 
heard in the past. But it does not change the essential principle that 
the Hoose of Representatives ought to hold that power which it is ab­
dicating day by day and which it is proposed in this bill to make 
another abdication of, and which it is prepared to surrender in that de­
ficiency bill which will be reported in the next few weeks. 

Take, for instance, as an illustration, that department which is the 
largest in expenditure and the most sensitive to criticism-that of 
Pensions. I heard my friends on the other side of the House criticise 
~he last Admini~ration because it estimated that the Pension Depart­
ment would require only a certain amount when the deficiency turned 
out to be over $21, 000, 000. The last Pension Commissioner-and he is 
safe from any criticism of mine, except that which is absolutely offi­
cial, for he who bears upon his person the pathetic marks of so much 
gallantry shown in support of the cause in which his heartwa.senlisted 
is sacred from any personal criticism-·conceived that he had the power 
to.use the appropriations of 1889-'90 to pay tbe deficiencies for 1888-'89 
utterly without law, absolutely without warrant of faw, simply taking 
the money that Congress had appropriated to one year and applying it 
to the preceding year, an action which was illegal and in defiance of 
Jaw. The estimate which was made by the present Commissioner, who 
is certainly one of the most capable men who has appeared before the 
committee of which I am a member, upon which we based the defi­
ciency bill for $21, 500, 000, has turned out to be a mistake. 

He estimated before the committee in J·anuary or February that the 
deficiency would require, in round numbers, twenty-one and one-half 
millions of dollars. That amount was appropriated, and we have al­
ready pMSed another deficiency bill for over $3, 000, 000, &nd unless I 
am mistaken that amount will be found not sufficient. It ought to 
have been much larger and he will have to violate the law by taking 
out of the appropriations for next year certain amounts to pay for that 
which ought to be appropriated for this year. 

Mr. DOCKERY. And he virtually admits it. 
l\Ir. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. It was virtually admitted, 

as my friend from Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY] says. 
But the gentleman at the head of that bureau knows-and I speak 

it with re;pect to the House-he knows that the House dare not inves­
tigate the Pension Bureau. He knows that the House- dare not treat 
that bureau as it would treat any other bureau of the Government; 
he knows that the House is afraid of what it supposes to be the popu­
lar sentiment upon that question. He believes he can again violate 
that law with impunity. He believes that his department is above 
the law of the land. 

So be and his predecessor, and probably the predecessors of that pre­
decessor running back for years, have not hesitated and do not hesitate 
to violate the law and use the appropriations ofone year for the expend­
iture of the.preceding or subsequent years, and then demand from Con­
gress-for scarcely a word less absolute than "demand" describes the 
manner in which such requests are submitted to Congres&-demand of 
Congress to make it up, with an absolute certainty that the demand 
will be complied with. 

Now, sir, I thfnk this ought not to be carried further. If gentle­
men think that there are influenOOJ which require of them that treat­
ment of that particular department, then confine it to that exclusively 
and do not let us carry it into any other department of the Govern­
ment. It is not a question of party politics. It is a question affecting 
the right and dignity and power of the House and its relations to the 
Executive Departments of the Government. It is one thd'liweeannot 
afford to ignore. 

What interest has a ny representative etatesman-and I am not 
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speaking now of the ephemera that appear at every election · and who 
bold their seats in this body unde.r a commission of their people for 
temporary service, with tha knowledge of their people that it is t.o be 
but temporary- -but speaking of the men who largely control the 
House, men who have been here for years, gentlemen like the chair­
man of the Committee on Appropriations, who has borne the com­
mission of his people for eight or nine terms, what interest have such 
men in concealing or attempt ing to conceal from the people what is in 
appropriation bills? 

What interest have such men in playing the petty game of politics 
in the handling of the public money coming into the Treasury from 
the coined sweat of the laborofthepeople? Itisamistake, bywhom­
soever made, by whatever party, at whatever tj.Ine. The franker we 
arc with the people, the more open we are in our dealings with them, 
the more confidence we repose in their judgment, their patriotism, and 
their wisdom, the more they will repose their confidence in us and the 
grenter will be their affection for us. 

Why, then, is there any necessity to hide in the provisions of this bill 
a million of dollars? Why attempt to sugar-coat it by an appeal that 
it is for the soldiers who foughttweuty-fi.veyearsago? Let us frankly 
say to the people, "'.rhese are the objects not of bounty but of justice. 
We promised to pay these. They have been slow in making their claims. 
We have been tardy in auditing their claims. We will see to it that 
they are paid, but we can not use these claims to make a precedent by 
which corrupt parties in possession of the Hous~ of Representatives 
ruay conceal appropriations. We will not use this exceptional case as 
a precedent to give power to bureau officers. We will not use it to im­
pair the dignity of the House and lessen its power." And, my word 
for it, the very objects of the appropriation will be those who will most 
commend that action. 

Mr. Chairman, we are now nearly at the end of seven months of 
this session. A remarkable and unique session it has been. Under a 
system of rules which gives to the minority no right of amendment on 
any of the great measures that have been before us, bills have been 
passed; not under that system of rules merely, but under a series of 
gag rules brought in by the Committee on Rules, governing nearly all 
the matters which have been considered by this House. The tiariff 
bill, the silver bill, the bill reorganizing the judiciary of the United 
States, ta.king from the circuit courta their jurisdiction, conferring upon 
the district courts vast and new jurisdictional powers-that bill was 
passed within an hour and a. half-have been passed under special rules 
framed to prevent amendmenta, to suppress deliberation, to prohibit 
true debate, and render representative independence impossible. 

I do not complain of this. I am not saying this in a spirit either of 
censure or criticism; but I am using it as an argument that in this 
Committee of the Whole we should reserve the power of amendment, 
that in the action of this peculiar and ancient committee, which from 
the very foundation of parliamentary liberty in Great Britain has been 
the body where the spirit of freedom has resided when questions of 
taxa tiou were under disc'1ssion, that in this body we should not abdicate 
our power. Do not let us, for any supposed temporary party advan­
tage, give up our .duties or surrender them to the executive officers of 
the Government. And so far as I am concerned, takin2 advantage 
merely of this particular amendment to ubter this argument, germane 
to it and to every other form of legislation like unto it, I desire to ask 
the committee, in all seriousness, not to .stoop to this particular form 
of evil legislation. 

We are going to change the Administration. I do not mean to say 
that it is going to be D~mocratic next time, merely. I think it is more 
than likely that it will be; otherwise I would have a very poor opinion 
of the wisdom of the American people, and would have a very lofty 
opinion of the power of the "fat" that is "fried out;" but what I 
mean to say is that all these parties are in a broad sense of the word 
temporary. Some of us who are old enough have seen the Whig party 
go t.o destruction and have seen the Democratic party divided and lose 
power. We will live to see new persons in power, new questions coming 
into this House, new alignmenta of men and States and sections; but 
we will never see the end of a dangerous precedent. 

We will see the personnel of the Government changed. We will see 
the alignment of parties readjusted upon new issues. l We will see 
States break away from their sectional connections int.o new combina­
tiens, li.k:e:the elements of a kaleidoscope, making new pictures by the 
turn of the hand of fate and under the power of a Supreme will; but 
we will never get rid of the influence of a dangerous precedent, of an 
admission of power in any other department of the Government. The 
impairing of our powel'fl gives to the next generation who may want to 
belittle the Ilouse of Representatives the value of our name and the 
advantage of our character. When in another Congress some Repre­
sentative is resisting, as I do to-day, this sort of legislation or some­
thing like unto it, he will be answered with the statement that in the 
better and purer days of the Republic the gentleman from lliinois 
[Mr. CANNON], canonized then by death and sanctified by forgetful­
ness of all ~u~ his good qualities, did this thing, and if he could do it, 
they cquld affo~ t-0 do it too. [Applaase on the Democratic side.] 

¥1 fri~d from Maryland [Mr. McCo~us) and my friend from 
X~ [Mr. PBTEBS], who, I am sorry to see, is going out of public 

life, attire"d not only in the ben.uty of their present vigorous manhood, 
in all the gracefulness of their present eloquence, but with the added 
beauty which is given by that distance which lends enchantment to 
the view, will be described as the statesmen who, under august and 
earnest. debate, gave their sanc.tion to the principle that theappropriatr 
ing power of Congress was not the supervi~ion of expenditures, but was 
merely to hand the public money over into the hands of the auditing 
officers to be paid without regard to any further action by Congress. 

And _it has been so from the beginning. Everything ever done in this 
House to the injury of liberty, that hurt our institutions, that twists 
the natur~ of our Government, that gives new power where it ought 
not to be given and where it has not been conferred by the Constitu­
tion, is defended and j ustifi.ed by some former precedent, something no 
larger than this, but of the same nature. Therefore to-day I plead not 
merely for this small appropriation of a million of dollars; for what is a 
million of dollars in a Government that expends four hundred millions 
of dollars a year? What is a million of dollars? A mere drop in the 
bucket; nay, no larger than the dew-drop that in the morning sparkles 
in the snn, compared with $170:000,000 that we pay for pensions, and 
the millions upon millions that are crowded int.o other expenditures 
which are made at the demand of those who have selected Representa­
tives. It is not for this paltry million of dollars that I plead to-day, 
but it is for the establishment of another precedent that the power of 
the purse does not mean an appropriation of money only, but means 
the su Jiervision of the ex pen di tnre which is appropriated for in on r bill. 
[Applause on the Democratic side.] 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Chairman, I can not hope, of course, to follow 
the gentleman from Kentucky in his eloquence or in his elocutionary 
pyrotechnics. I desire, however, to call attention to one or two practi· 
cal questions in connection with this amend,ment, and in doing so I 
will go back and call attention to one or tWo matters about which 
some expression of surprise has been made. One of these is that these 
debts, which are conceded to be debts, were not paid twenty-five years 
ago. 

Now, there is a difference between these claims and the claims of 
many others that are brought before the Government officers. One 
main difference is this, that these were as much debts of the Govern­
ment in 1865 and 1866 as they are t-0-day. The reason why these old 
soldiers did not receive their arrears of pay and bounty and commu­
tation of rations at the time they were mustered out of the service, 
when they should have received them, was the negligence and default 
of the Government itself. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Right there I hope the gentleman will be frank 
enough Jo this side of the House to state that the ooject of this amend­
ment is not to refuse the pay, but simply proposes to appropriate the 
full amount of the estimates. _ 

Mr. PETERS. I understand that, and will come to it presently. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. If it will not interrupt my 

friend right there, I want to ask why pass a statute of limitations if it 
were not also t.o compel other persons who had not made their claims 
to file their claims? 

Mr. PETERS. I conceive that it is to some extent, as the gentle­
man from Illi~ois has stated, the fault of the claimant himself, be­
cause in ahundred thousand cases I will~guarantythatit wasnotuntil 
years and years after the close of the war that the individtial himself 
ever knew that be was entitled to anything further from the Gov­
ernment. He supposed when the flag of the Union became triumph­
ant and when the soldiers were mustered out, when the accounts were 
settled, and the boys went marching home, that he had received his 
entire due from the Government, and that nothing' further was due to 
him. It was not until years afterwards that he ascertained that the 
Government boo failed in its obligation to him, and had failed to pay 
him the full amount of compensation that was duehimforthe services 
he had rendered it. And now shall the old soldier who failed to 
have knowledge of the wrong the Government committed against him 
in declining to adjust his account according to law-shall that old sol­
dier now be held responsible by a statute of limitations or any other 
criticism to say, "You have not applied for twenty-five years, there­
fore you shall not be allowed to do so now ? '' 

Mr. DOCKERY. The gentleman will allow me to state right here 
that there is no such question as that in offering this amendment. 

Mr. l>ETERS. That issue was made by the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. SPRINGER]. I know that the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
DOCKERY] is broad enou&_h in his heart that beats in sympathy with 
the soldier, that his energetic legislative mind is too keen and too 
shrewd and too great to make criticisms of that kind. [Laughter.] 
But I want to come to this question, Mr. Chairman, that the soldier 
is absolutely guiltless in relation to this matter because he did not 
make application.· If there is any fault that can attach to any one it 
can not attach to the soldier, simply because in time pa.st he may have 
had the means with whiru to sustain life. He might have had m~ney 
enough to buy provisions for his family and to clothe them and himself 
without calling upon the Government for any of its indebtedness. 

That is not now the question in regard to these claims, but it is in 
regard t-0 pensions. Howmanymen aretherewho are entitled to pen­
sions who from a feeling of pride did not make their application until 
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poverty came in at the window and the\r necessitous condition com­
pelled them to seek some support and seek that trom the Government 
which was due them? Then in their extremity was it that they made 
application for a pension. So it is in a large number of these claims. 
Although they may have ascertained that something was due them 
from the Government, yet they did not need it, nor did they make ap­
plication for it until poverty came in at the door and necessity drove 
them t-0 do it. Then they make their application for _ this pittance 
which is due to them. 

Mr. SAYERS. If this rule which obtains to these four classes is a 
proper rule to be observed by Congress, why do you place any limita­
tion on your appropriation for pensions?. Why do you not authorize 
the Commissioner of Pensions to pay them just as fast as he can issue 
the certificates? 

l\Ir. PETERS. I will state, first, as a general proposition, that any 
limit, I care not what it is, to be effectual must be based on an accu­
rate estimate, and that accurate estimate is impossible in this class of 
cases. And now let me say a word further--

Mr. SAYERS. Can you not make just as accurate an estimate in re­
gard to this class of cases as you can in regard to pensions? 

Mr. PETERS. Yes, sir. I will state--
Mr. SAYERS. Then why do you not enforce the same rule in re­

gard to pensions that you do in regard to bn.ck pay and bounty? 
Mr. PETERS. I am willing to say that so far as pensions are con­

cerned there is no more need of a limit as to the amount to be paid out 
in pensions than there is necessity for it here, and why? Because no 
power under the sun can do anything more than guess at the number 
of applications that will be maQ,e for pensions, for payment of arrears, 
for bounty, for commutation ~rations. It is the merest guesswork 
in the world. No executive officer can do more than guess. The 
Pension Office can estimate as to the amount of money necessary to pay 
the clerical force, as to the amount necessary to pay the running ex­
penses of the Pension Department; so estimates can be made as t-0 the 
amount necessary for the clerical expenses in the Second Auditor's 
Office and in the Second Comptroller's Office and so of other similar 
items in the general expenditures of the Government; but there is 
nothing whatever upon which to make an accurate estimate as to the 
number of applications that will be made for the payment of pensions, 
for the payment of arrears, or for commutation of rations. Tbere is 
nothing in the books that can furnish any basis for such an estimate. 

l\Ir. SAYERS. Then the gentleman is willing t-0 make indefinite· 
appropriations for pensions? 

!\-Ir. PETERS. I am willing to make indefinite appropriations for 
the payment of pensions, just as we make indefinite appropriations for 
a great many other things concerning which there is less justification 
than there is in the matter of pensions. 

all there is to do is for the auditing officers of the Treasury Depart­
ment to make appiication of the law and ascertain the facts and cer- · 
tify the amount to Congress. The whole question raised by-this amend­
ment is this, shall we pay this indebtedness as it is ascertained by 
these officers of the Government, or shall we not pay it until after 
that ascertainment is made and we have received the ascertainment? 
In other words, shall we compel these creditors of ours to wait until 
Congress, by reason of its being in session, can look over and examine 
these adjudications of the officers of the Treasury Department and see 
that they are correct, or shall we make the appropriation now and say 
that whenever the adjudication is made the money shall be paid? The 
amendment proposes a limit of $350,000. That, I say, is the merest 
guesswork. The amount may be sufficient or it may be insufficient. 
!fit exceeds the amount of $10,000 it is no limit upon the discretion 
of the departmental officers. If it exceeds the limit of $5, 000 it is no 
limit upon their discretion; and, being thd merest guesswork, it is 
really no limit at all. It is no safeguard to the Government; it is sim­
ply an injustice to the soldier. If the Government could derive any 
benefit from this limitation that is sought to be placed upon this ap­
propriation, then the soldier might be content; but I submit that this 
simply does injustice to the soldier without any benefit to the Govern­
ment. 

In view of these considerations, it seems to me the proper way to 
make appropriations for all claims of this class as to which an estimate 
can not be accurately made is to make the appropriation indefinite, 
just as we do in all other matters where similar considerations apply. ' 
I can see no reason why a discrimination should be made against the 
soldier. I can see no reason why these claims which have been due for 
twenty-five years should be discriminated against. I hope, therefore, 
the amendment as offered will be voted down. 

The CHAIRMAN (having put the question on the amendment of 
1\fr. SAYERS). The noes seem to have it. 

l\Ir. SAYERS. I call for a division. 
The question being again taken, there were--ayes 59, noes 46. 
Mr. CANNON. I call for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CANNON and Mr. SAYERS were ap· 

pointed. . 
The committee again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 71, 

noes 67. 
So the amendment was adopted. [Applause -On the Democratfo 

side.] 
The Clerk read as follows: 
For payment of amounts for bounty to volunteers n.nd their .widows a.nd 

legal heirs that may be certified to be due by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury during the fiscal year 1891, so much therefor as may be necessary is 
hereby appropriated. 

Mr. SAYERS. Will the gentleman name any other indefinite appro- Mr. SAYERS. I move to amend by striking out in the paragraph just 
priations that we make? read the words "so much therefor as may be necessary" and insert-

Mr. PETERS. Why, the whole of the permanent appropriations, ing in lieu thereof "$300,000." 
Revera! hundred million dollars, are really indefinite appropriations. l\fr. DOCKERY. That is just the amount of the estimate. 
We make appropriations each year for the payment of the permanent Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, this amendment proposes to do with 
appropriations. respect to the bounties which have been due the soidiers for twenty-five 

Mr. SAYERS. But there is an actual appropriation made by exist- years just what has been done by a vote of the Committee of the Whole, 
ing law for each year. withthreeorfourmajority, touchingtheclaimsofthesoldiersforarrears 

Mr. PETERS. Certainly. The law as it exists provides that cer- of pay which have been due for twenty-five years. I would be content 
tain things shall be paid each year, but there is no limit fixed. Tak e, to let this amendment be adopted, and let the question be finally settled 
for example, the interest on the public debt; that is a permanent an- by a vote of the Honse, were it not that the specious speech of the gen­
nual appropriation. There is no law which says you shall pay so tleman from Kentucky [Ur. BRECKIXRIDGE] seems to have made upon 
much, or you shall pay only &o much each year; the law simply some minds the impression that he wa'3 contending for a great and con­
says that the interest on the public debt shall be paid, whether it be a servativeprinciple touching the methods of appropriation. Now, I want 
miilion, two million, or a hundred million dollars a year. And so to say, with the highest respect for the gentleman and for his remarks 
with regard to the sinking fund. touching this matter, that his speech reminded me of the sweet sound 

Mr. DOCKERY. But the analogy does not hold good, for the rea- of a silver bell. I recollect they had one out in our country a good 
son that there is no opportunity there for discretion. The amount of many years ago, and they rang it on all occasions. Finally somebody 
the indebtedness is fixed and the interest is fixed. said, '"I want to know what they are ringing that bell for? What is 

Mr. PETERS. So is the amount of the indebtedness fixed here. going to happen?" Somebody replied, •·It does sound awfully sweet; 
Mr. SAYERS. What fixes it? I guess they are just ringinp; it to hearitsound." Now, my friend from 
l\Ir. PETERS. It is fixed by prior law, the law whichputthese men Kentucky, who is ahrnys able, and whose speech sounds like the sweet 

in the field and said to them: ''You shall have certain pay, certain I tones of a silver bell, spoke from that same standpoint, because the 
bounty, certain commutation of rati.ons if you are a prisoner of war." I facts here did not justify the speech; and I will in a minute show why. 
The original law first created the indebtedness, the relation between The gentleman says he wants to retain with the House of Representa­
the soldier and the Government, and you are simply auditing the in-1 tives the power to examine these accounts. Now, there is nothing in , 
debtedness which was created by that law. that suggestion, I submit to the gentleman, for this reason: What is 

Ur. DOCKERY. That involves discretion both astothefact and as the manner of expenditure in this country? We appropriate for the 
to law. Army, for the Navy, and for other branches of the public service. The 

l\Ir. PETERS. No, sir. I money goes into.the hands ofthedisbursingofficeranrl is paid out, and 
Mr. DOCKERY. As to the application of the iaw to a given state is not reported to Congre8$ except in general amounts of expenditure. 

of facts. Why is ther~ any more necessity for reporting the $:>, the $15, the $20, 
Mr. PETERS. It involves a discretion in the Auditor and the Sec- or the $100 that is doe to the soldier, that he earned twenty-five years 

ond Comptroller as to the application of the law and as to the ascer- ago-why is there any more necessity for reporting these matters to be 
tainment of facts, but when the application of the law is made and the scrutinized here than there is to report these other items? 
facts are ascertained the whole case is res adjudicata, or should be, and Why, sir, according to the gentleman's logic the Government could 
'this Co~gress should have nothing to do with it. never pay a dollar for anything until the ,amount was first audited; 

Now, I do not want to take up the time of the committee too loni?, reported to Congress, and examined by Congress item by ite~. 
but I wish to call attention to one other matter in connection with this Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. That is precisely the way it 
iubject. Here is an indebtedness which has existed for long yea.rs, and is done. The Secretary of the Treasury transmits to Congress an esti-
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mate of each particular item-so much for pay of the soldier, so much for 
his subsistence, so much for his transportation, etc.; and there is also 
sent to Congress each year a report of the expenditures of the year be­
fore; and there is a provision of law prohibiting any officer from pay­
ing out money except upon warrant of law. That is precisely the way 
in which the expenditures are made. 

Mr. CANNON. The disbursing officer pays every man his money 
before the matter is reported to Congress. But while, as to the pay of 
the soldier now in our Army, the money is paid t hrough the disbursing 
officer and reported to Congress afterward, in _these cases where the sol­
dier earned the money years ago, the gentleman would have the amount 
audited and let the soldier wait until after it has been reported t-0 qou­
gress. 

Mr. SAYERS. Can the gentlemaninformthe committeewhyitwas 
t.hat the act of 1874 was passed requiring all claims of this kind to be 
reported to Congress for its consideration? 

Mr. CANNON. The law of 1874 to which the gentleman refers was, 
like many other act.s, passed without consideration as to many items. 
That law is still in force, and the reports can still be made. 

One word further in reply to the gentleman from Kentucky. It is 
said that this bill ought to show the S700, 000 or $800, 000 or $1, 000, 000 
in the aggregate. It never showed it under your Administration [ad­
dressing the Democratic side of the House]. 

l\fr. DOCKERY rose. 
Mr. CANNON. I measure my words when I say this, and the gen­

tleman will be satisfied when I make my statement. These amounts 
never appeared under your Administration until after the audited 
claim was reported to Congress. For instance, two years ago, in 1888, 
the sundry civil appropriation bill did not carry one dollar--

Mr. DOCKERY. Jnst there the gentleman will allow me to say 
that according to the Department estimates $390, 000 does not appear in 
the appropriations for this fiscal year that ought to be there, should the 
gentleman desire to enter upon a comparative statement. 

l\lr. CANNON. Oh, certainly; but I said that two years ago this 
bill, the sundry civil bill, did not carry one dollar for this purpose. 

:Mr. DOCKERY. And why? Because we complied with the law 
which required the consideration of these items before their payment. 

l\!r. CANNON. If the gentleman will allow me to proceed, I will 
state the whole question. I say now that the sundry civil appropria­
tion bill of two years ago did not carry one dollar for this purpose, and 
Congress adjourned and you did not appropriate one dollar for it. But 
ten months afterward you come in and appropriate by way of a defi­
ciency. Now, we appropriate in the first iustance, in place of a defi­
ciency, enough money to do the work. That is the whole matter. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? 
Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 
Mr. DOCKERY. Is the gentleman from Illinois not willing to ac­

cept the estimates or statements of his own Department officials? 
.Mr. CANNON. No, I am not in every case. 
M:r. DOCKERY. Oh, well, if the gentleman distrusts his own offi­

cials, of course I have no word to say. 
Ur. CANNON. Because I do not want to appropriate $700,000 or 

$800,000 or $1,000,000, which will not be enough. But whether it be 
much or little, I want to appropriate a sum sufficient to pay these 
claims. 

Then one further step, and I beg the gentleman from Kentucky to 
give me his attention. Tbereare $101,000,000every yearofindefinite 
appropriations that have not been passed upon by Congress. All of 
this is of the kind of legislation to which the gentleman objects and 
which he criticises; and yet that '"'101,000,000, a part of it at least, for 
a school for the blind in his own State of Kentucky, is an indefinite 
::i.ppropriation, not scrutinized or examined by Congress and passed as 
this is proposed to be passed. 

And yet the gentleman's silvery voice is silent as to that $101,000,-
" 000 of indefinite appropriations. Bat the moment you undertake to 

make what he calls an indefinite appropriation to pay the back pay 
and bounty of the soldiers, the gentleman's sweet voice is heard by the 
hour in denunciation, and he says it is all without precedent and pro­
ceeds to lecture this side of the House. It makes some difference, Mr. 
Chairman, whose ox is gored, I will submit to you and the committee. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Will the gentleman from 
~inois allow me to say that I stated in my speech that of the sum to 
which he alludes DOW nearly $48,000,000 was the sinking fund and a 

-large amount was interest on the public debt and various other objects 
which went to make up the total? 

But will the gentleman from Illinois allow me to ask him another 
que5tion? Ile introduced a bill to repeal all indefinite appropriations. 
Now I would like to ask my friend if the Committee on Rules, o! which 
the gentleman is so conspicuous a member, will give us an opportu­
nity to vote for a reform in that direction under the lead of the gentle­
man? If it will do so it will not need any lengthy speaking. if he and 
his committee.in good faith will give us an opportunity, to carry out 
that bill and make that much needed and most desirable reform. [Ap­
plause on the Democratic side.] 

Mr. CANNON. I did introduce such a bill and it has been intro-

ducedpro Jonna for the la.st ·h::tlf dozen years. [Laughter on Demo.. 
cratic side.] 

l\fr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Proforma! So I supposed; 
but I knew the gentleman did not ever do anyihing proforma; that he 
did what he did always in earnestness, and hence I had hopes that we 
would have an opportunity of having a vote on the bill because he in­
troduced it. 

l\fr. CANNON. It was introduced year after year by thelnte gentle­
man from Pennsylvania, Mr. Handall, and by others at different times, 
and has been reforred to the Committee on Appropriations time and 
~ain. But the voice of the gentleman from Kentucky was not hea~d, 
like "the voice of the turtle in the land/' in former Congresses beg· 
ging that we might have a vote upon that bill. [Laughter.] 

Now, I grant you that I do favor the principle, and if we were to start 
anew in t he making of appropriations, in my opinion indefinite appro­
priations would not be made. But how areyougoingtoavoiditwhen 
you swallow one hundred millions of indefinite appropriations, including 
the school for the blind in the State of Kentucky, n,nd all along the line 
for almost every conceivable object? You swallow the camel without 
complaint, and when called upon to swallow the gnat, and pay the poor 
pittance of from 55 to "100 to these poor men when the claims are au­
dited, your stomachs turn inside out because of the gnat. [Laughter 
and applause.] · 

l\fr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. As the gentleman from Illi­
nois has DOW closed that sentence, will he allow an interruption? 

1\lr. CANNON. Ob, yes. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kenta.c~y. That bill to which the gen­

tleman has referred was sent to the Committee on Appropriations, of 
which the gentleman is chairman. Has the gentleman taken any steps 
to have that bill considered in that committee and reported to the 
House? 

Mr. CANNON. I referred that bill to a subcommittee. and I have 
been prayerfully waiting and waiting for the eloquent voice of the gen­
tleman from Kentucky, who is UP<?n that committee, to lift it out and 
ask for an early consideration. LLaughter.] · 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. But I am not on the com­
mittee. The gentleman did not assign it to me. And if be had done 
so, he did not use the right word when he said he had been "prayer­
fully" waiting, for as a. matter of fact he has been silently wait­
ing. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DOCKERY. Allow me to say to the gentleman from Illinois 
that I represent the minority in part on that committee, and have fre­
quently urged upon the chairman of the subcommittee the considera­
tion of that measure; and the fact that it has not been so far considered 
is no fault of the minority. [Applause on the Democratic side.] 

l\lr. CANNON. Well, now, I have talked long enough about this. 
[Laughter.] 

I want to say t.o this side of the House that we owe it to these men, 
who have waited for a quarter of a century for their money, to make 
this appropriation. We fought it over and settled it on the deficiency 
bill; and from the time the deficiency bill was passed in last February 
up to the clo3e of this fiscal year, our friends on the other side having 
been overcome in that contest are now renewing it, and asking us to 
reverse the engines and refuse to do for the coming fiscal year what we 
are responsible for doing for a part of this fiscal vear. 

I trust we will not do it, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I want to ask my friend a question before 

he takes his seat. The su&gestion is made that this requires a careful 
computation and searching of the evidence before these appropriations 
can possibly be made. I want to ask the chairman of the committee 
[Mr. CANNON] if it is not the fact that all which has to be ascertained 
is, when the soldier volunteered, how long he served, and whether he 
was guilty of any acb during that service which disqualified him from 
the benefit of this. 

Mr. CANNON. And whether he._has been paid. 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. And there is nothing else. 
Mr. CANNON. No; and all appears of record. 
Mr. DOCKERY. And $100, 000 of fraudulent insurance claims would 

have been allowed. 
Mr. CANNON. Not under this bill. Those claims were not appro­

priated for here. 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. My friend suggests that in the army appro­

priation bill there fa a large amount appropriated for pay of mileage of 
soldiers and all that, but before that is paid there must be the ascer­
tainment of the fact as to whether an order has been issued requiring 
the soldier tomakeatrip, whetherhemadetbeirip, wbetberthevouch­
ers are regular or not. Now certainly we risk no more in making this 
appropriation to pay a long existing debt than we do in making an ap­
propriation under the army bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. The exact difference is the 
difference between the bill as reported and the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Texas [~Ir. SAYERS]. Wedo put in the army bill 
the amount which is to be paid and in this bill you do not. That very 
principle which is contended for is the one carried into the army bill. 
So much for the pay of soldiers, so much for the trausporta tion of sol· 
diers, etc. 
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Mr. CANNON. Why not so much for this blind asylum? 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I do not know anything about 

that. I have had no connec_tion with that blind asylum. I confess it 
does seem something like blindness to try t-0 find out what the Repub­
lican party are endeavoring t-0 do about this. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. The record in this case is made up and the 
facts are ascertained. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Possibly. 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. In the other case you limit the appropria­

tion, thereby limiting the amount ofindebtednesswhich may be created 
under the appropriation in the matter of ordering this or refraining 
from ordering that. In one case the record is all made up and the facts 
ascertained and are incontrovertible. In the other you limit the appro­
priation because you would limit the amount of service that may be 
ordered under it, and there is a manifest distinction in the two cas~. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is not necessary. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. This is under a general order 

for debate. 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Ohairman, on this and the next item, if the 

gentleman will indicate about the time he wants, I would like to limit 
the debate. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I want about five or ten minutes. 
Mr. CANNON. Suppose you limit the debate to fifteen minnte3. 
Mr. McCOM.AS. I want teu minutes. 
Mr. CANNON. Make it twenty minutes. 
Mr. SAYERS. I want five minutes. -
Mr. CANNON. Let us limit it to thirty minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois asks unanimous 

consent that the debate on this paragra\)h and the next be limited to 
thirty minutes. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
The CHAIRMAN. Fifteen minutes will be allowed to the gentle­

man from Te~as [Mr. SAYERS] and fifteen minutes to the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. CANNON]. 

Mr. SAYERS. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Georgia 
(M1·, BLOUNT). 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, an act of Congress provides that 
these claims shall be reported to Congress for its consideration with a 
view to appropriation. It was a wise provision. It is, independent of 
this, a wise course of legislation any way, to appropriat.e in detail for 
expenditures out of the public Treasury. The policy of this country 
has been continually, from the beginning of the Government onward, 
in the direction of separating items of expenditure in order that they 
maybethe more easily seen and examined, discussed, and acted upon. 
The early history of Congress discloses great laxity in this regard, 
and this statute to which I have referred, the act of 1874, coupled with 
many others, all point to the public necessity for appropriating in de­
tail. It is in this way that there is brought before the House contin­
ually every item of expenditure with a view to ita examination. The 
auditing of accounts does not carry absolute verity with it. Oftentimes 
error occurs, and it has happened in the past that in this class of claims 
errors have occurred. Therefore it is but the conservation of a wise 
principle in legislation that is sought to be applied by this amendment, 
and I trust that both sides of the House, recognizing its value, will 
preserve those proper methods in legislation that any gentleman dis­
connected with any proposition where he may have some special in­
terest or inclination would see fit to approve. 

Now, my friend from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] says we have a great 
many indefinite appropriations, amounting to over $100, 000, 000. They 
are the law of the land. It is not for the Committee on Appropriations, 
it is not for the distinguished gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON], 
nor the distinguished gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], 
nor any other member of the Committee on Appropriations, to come 
into this Honse and on an appropriation bill endeavor to repeal that 
general legislation. It is a law to us, and it has no part in this discus­
sion. For instance, as stated by the gentleman from Kentucky, the 
appropriations for the sinking fund are common in their nature, and 
are made so in order to give assurance that the financial policy of this 
country should not be subject to the accidents of annual legislation. 

So it may be said of other items. Therefore, it has nothing t-0 do 
with reaching a properconclusion here. I would not undertake, sir, to 
say aa other gentlemen have that the subjecta covered in this provision 
relating to permanent appropriations were not wise, and certainly it is 
not true in relation to the sinking fund. There is no occasion why it 
should be subject t-0 the incident of annual legislation. What harm 
is there in it? Why should the declaration of $300,000 in the statute 
be omitted? Why should we not, when we read the statute, know 
what the amount is and of every item? 

This is the representative branch of the Government. This is the 
place where is reposed the power first to originate appropriations. 

The CH.AIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
l\Ir. SAYERS. I yield five minutes more to the gentleman from 

Georgia. 
Mr. SP.RINGER. A question here. I understood that this provis-

ion was 1io be considered without reference .to the five-minute limit of 
debate. 1 

Mr. PETERS. But while you were out we agreed upon it. 
The CILl..illMAN. By unanimous consent <1ebate was limited to 

thirty minutes. 
Mr. SPRINGER. But that does not change it with reference to 

these other amendments. 
Mr. BLOUNT. Now, what reason can there be for inserting an un­

known amount here? Is the object to conceal the amount of money 
carried by the appropriation bill? Is it simply to have its effect upon 
a tabulated statement of the expenditures of the Government? If it 
is true, is it not sacrificing a salutary rule for a pa.rtisan purpose? The 
gentleman certainly can not justify thi:'?. I Rympathize with the gen­
tleman from Ulinois oftentimes in his work with reference t-0 expend­
itures. I concede that his services have for years been of great value. 
I have oftentimes co-operated with him with pleasure in keeping down 
the rate of expenditure, but this does not touch the a~ount. It simply 
preserves a rule which is contemplated by the statute, contemplated 
by wise legislation1 and ought to be upheld by this body and by all 
succeeding Congresses. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BUTTERWORTH] says that there are 
just three or four things to be ascertained. Why, that may be said of -
many claims. They may turn on a single item, .but because it turns 
on a single item are we to ignore examination? Is it to conceal any­
thing from this House? The merits do not depend upon points en­
tirely, but upon its c.orrectness. The appropriating of money should 
be made after all opportunities for examination. The auditing officers 
are likely to make mistakes. They have made them in the past, and 
they make them in this item. " . 

The gentleman is persuasive, because it relates to an item for the -
soldiers of the country. Why, sir, there is no difficulty in the spirit ./ 
of this Honse to provide for these things. I have never witnessed it 
here on either side of the Honse. The only matter involved is to pre­
serve the law and proper practice in the matter of appropriations. And 
I trust tha1rwe shall not fail in our duty in this regard on this very 
point. Icarenothingabout the amount; itis only the principle, and 
the gentleman from Illinois, with his fidelity to the public Treasury, 
ought to be one of the last gentlemen on this :floor to depart from such 
a principle. 

Mr. Chairman, I care for no further time and yield it back to the 
gentleman from Texas. . 

Mr. McCOM.AS. Mr. Chairman, in respect to the doctrine contended 
for, I heartily agree with the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] 
and the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. BRECKINRIDGE], and the prac­
tice and record of the gentleman from lliinois [Mr. CANNON] most 
conspicuously accords with the same general doctrine of the responsi­
bility of Congress to consider appropriations and its right and duty to 
supervise and carefully scrutinize the estimates of appropriations. That 
ought never to be abandoned, but ought rather to be advanced; hut 
when I see here the case of volunteers and their widows. and heirs a 
quarter of a century after the war, I know from a service of six years 
on the Appropriations Committee and four years on the deficiency sub­
committee having charge of these audited claims that no Appropria­
tion Committee has ever reaudited these claims in fact, nor can do it 
in fact, as the gentleman from Kentucky and the gentleman from Geor­
gia suggest. This is one of the class of audited claims wherein you as­
certain the date of entering and ceasing service and the right of the 
soldier growing thereout; the identity of the person and the verification 
of the marriage of his widow. 

All of these claims are for very small sums of money, and it is im­
possible for a subcommittee or the House to take them up by the hun­
dreds and the thousands and go over the track of the auditing officer. 
They can do no more than carry on a general investigation, and that 
they can do now, and do as well under this form of appropriation as 
in any other way. So my point is that this is the explanation that I 
imagine can properly be made in regard to this appropriation; and 
certainly when yon consider that after the average length of a lifetime 
these claims of soldiers, their widows and heirs, have gone by and are 
almost coming to an end in their application to the Government and 
their adjudication by the auditing officers, certainly there is no danger­
ous precedent here, and this explanation can fairly be made, that the 
only possible effect in thus appropriating will be to advance for ten 
months or twelve months the payment of these claims which have been 
delayed to the soldier or his widow, who has long been waiting, long 
expecting that which was· but justly due and which is bat a pittance 
in thousands of the items in these payment8. 

But I desire to speak to what has been said by the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. DOCKERY] and the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
BRECKINRIDGE] witb respect to the general subject rather than to this 
particular item. They have talked here of the large appropriations 
thus far made, but they have not given attention to deficiencies. I de­
sire t-0 call the attention of this committee to the difference of method 
between this Republican House and our Democratic predecessors when 
in con.trol of this House. You have this year, by way of deficiencies, 
$1,000,000 for the Department of Justice, not provided for by the leg-
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- islation of the last Congress. You have $1,200,000 deficiencies· in the tlemen, the time has been well employed, crowded with noble and 
Navy Department rfet provided for by the legislation of the last Con- courageous legislation by the Republican party. 
gress. [Here the hammer fell.] . 

Mr. SAYERS. Will the gentleman yield for a question? _ Mr. CANNON. I yield the gentleman the balance of the time. 
Mr. :UcCOMAS. !fit is a very brief one. Mr. McCOMAS. You confessed that you ought not to hamper the 
Mr. SAYE llS. Does not the gentleman now report, in this very bill, Supreme Court of the United States and denied it relief; but this Honse 

an appropriation for the Government Printing Office which the officers bas passed a bill to mu.ke eight new circuit-court judges in order to 
say is $400,000 less than will be necessary? give that court relief, and have sent it to the other end of this Capitol, 

Mr. McCOl\IAS. When that comes up I will expla.in to my friend where it will no doubt become a law. 
that we give the Public Printer more than was given the same official We pledged ourselves in the last campaign to admit the new States, 
last year, and what they can get along with. and already four of them have gone flying up to their places in the 

Now, the deficiencies for post-offices and post-roaus was $3,_000,000- galaxy of States, and two more of them, Wyoming and Idaho, by the 
Mr. SAYERS. Does the gentleman mean to say that the appropria- vote of this House are spinning their way toward the same destination. 

tion contained in this bill for the Printing Office is, in bis judgment, You have merely talked about trusts; but this House has passed a bill 
sufficient to meet the expenditure of that office during the fiscal year? for the regulation and control of trusts which will soon be a Jaw to be 

Mr. McCO::\-IAS. I will give my friend my view of that question coiled about some of the most oppressive monopolies which burden our 
when we reach i~ I will ask him not to leap until we come to that people. 
stile. I am ta.lking now of-the deficiencies created by the action of the Yon have wavered. We, having pledged you in our national plat-­
Democratic Congress, amounts not provided for by the legislation of form that we would make "such a revision of the tariff laws as will 
the Democratic Congress and coming over from a Democratic Admin- tend to check imports of such articles as are produced by our people, 
istra.tion to ours. . the production of which gives employment to our labor, and relieve 

Mr. SAYERS. What about a Republican Senate? from impost duties those articles of foreign production (except lnx.u-
Mr. McCOMAS. Tho Republican Senate is here and I have no doubt ries) the like of which can not be produced at horue,J' have done so; 

will do M we have done, make up the appropriations for these deft- we have sent the McKinley bill to the Senat-e in full, fair, and honest 
ciences which have come over from a Democratic Administration. compliance with the pledge of the Republican party. We said that 

Mr. SAYERS. Why did not you-- · silver and gold should both be used us money; and we have provided 
:Mr. McCOllAS. Now, I trust the gentleman will allow me to ;pro-1 by the vote of this House that all the silver dug from all the mines, 

ceed without interruption, or else that he will yield me some time, ana refined and smelted by the labor and capital of our country, should be 
then I will be glad to answer bis questions. I ask my friend's atten- turned into dollars. We have given you all the inflation that any 
tion now to the Post-Office Department, where there is a deficiency of prudent man could want or ask, taking the silver of the country and 
more than three millions, and then there is the pension deficiency, issuing upon it certificates of legal-tender value all over the country, 
which amounts to about twenty-five millions of dollars, and deficiencies on the same footing with gold. 
in other Departments, making about $35,000,000 of deficiencies com- Yon in your talk for years have promised pension legislation and 

- ing from al the Departments, some for expendituresunderthe present have given none. We, after providing an appropriation for all the 
Administration and some under the last, but all coming O'rnr as de:fi.- pensions .,that can be adjudicated at the Pension Office, have passed a 
ciencies, because the appropriations made by the Democratic Congress general bill that will lift 100,000widows from penury and want, which 
were not sufficient to meet the public expenditu,res, and all to be taken will take 200, 000 soldiers from distress, some of them from the alms­
care of by this House as deficiencies. - houses of the country-a bill which bas already passed both Houses of 

Now, Mr. Chairman, one result of the liberal appropri~tions made Congress, has gone to the President for bis signature, and wili soon af­
this year, which do exceed by $35, 000, 000, as gentlemen have said, ford great, much-needed, but by you long-delayed relief to the soldiers 
those of the year 1889-one result of these liberal appropriations is an of this country and those dependent upon them. 
increase of two millions and odd in the Navy for this year and eighteen This Congress has made these exllibitions of its patriotism and conr­
millions more for pensions, in order that tlrnre maibe no more de- age. After all these yea.rs we have achieved more than any Congress 
ficiencies in this department such as we have had coming over here from since the Thirty-ninth Congress has achieved. We have marched up to 
the pa.st Aclministration and hampering the new one in doing justice to the platform of the party, which I bold in my hand; we have taken its 
the soldiers. There are twelve millions more for the Post-Office Depart- pledges one after another, and discarding your ''stale, flat, and unpro.fit­
ment. Because of our liberal provision for these deficiencies, and for able " excuses for doing nothiug, we have taken up t.hese great qnes­
next year, we no longer hear, as we hen.rd a year or two ago, complaints tions with which you gentlemen did not care to grapple. We have pa&ed 
coming np from every city and every community in the country of the upon them. And I believe we shall soon pass upon that other great 
inefficiency of the postal service, of the want of facilities for carrying and important question; we shall soon bringforwarda measure whereby 
the mails, or the slowness and uncertainty of the service. those who represent this great nation on the floor of Congress shall have 

Two or three years ago, under the last Administration, the people a right and title which can be sifted in the light of public discussion, 
were loud and clamorous in their complaints upon this subject, but and to the contentment of the public mind be approved, when th.is Con­
now they are quiet and contented, because we have provided for these gress shall have had the courage to march up and by a wise and pru­
deficiencie8 and have bad the courage to provide in advance $12,000,- dent_extension of national legislation see that there shall be au honest 
000 more to meet the growth of th~ country and in order to guard count of a fair ballot safely and honestly returned, and a certi..ficate 
against a recurrence of such a condition of things as that which arose which, undergoing the scrutiny of both State and national officials, shall 
under the deficient appropriations of the last Administration. be a. double title to credence when any man takes bis seat upon this 

'.rhen as to pensions, in view of the large deficiency that has arisen floor. We have been busy; we have used our time, and used it with im­
in that department and in view of the outrage that it is upon the old portant results, used it with courage, nobly, and well. [Applause on 
soldiers to retard the p:i,yment to them of money which has been due the Republican side.] 
for twenty-ft ve years, this House bas not hesitated, even on the verge Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Chairman--
of a Congressional election-this Honse, I say, has not hesitated even The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. SAYERS] has 
under such conditions to urge on and hurry up by all means possible seven minutes.• 
the adjudication of pension claims, while in the Pension Office they Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Chairman, one might well imagine from the 
have worked faster in order that long-delayed justice to the soldier remarks just delivered by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Mc­
nnd to the helpless widow of the soldier may be done, as, in the na- COM.As] that be was upon the stump after the adjournment of theses­
tional convention that gave us the platform that gave us control of sion, before bis constituents, expatiating upon the very many great 
this Government, we pledged ourselves it should be done. things that the Republican party bad done for the country during the 

Mr. Chairman, we have done more than that. This Congress has present Congress and the very many bad things which the Democrats 
been a virile Congress. Gentlemen have criticised it for some things did while they had control here. 
that it has done and for some things that it has not done, for appro- Now, the gentleman knows just as well as he knows anythiug that 
priations it bas made and for some appropriations itbasncrtmade. I the deficiency in the matter of pensions, of which be complains, is not 
have, therefore, called attention to the virtue and the wisdom of these to be attributed to the failure upon the part of this Honse in the last 
appropriations to which reference bas been made. Gentlemen have Congress to appropriate all sums of money which were estimated and 
talked also about certain laws that have not been enacted upon dif- asked for by the Commissioner of Pensions. The records and proceed­
ferent subjects. My hope, gentlemen, is that we will have a chance ings of Congress show the statement which I make to be true. 
yet, before this Congress comes to an end, to vote for an educational Mr. McCOMAS. Will.the gentleman allow me half a minute? Per-
bill. I believe you will soon .find it on your Calendar. One word haps I ought to be more explicit. 
further. For fourteen recent years you ha.ve had control of this Mr. SAYERS. Certainly. 
House. We have bad it seven months., half as many months as you Mr. McCOMAS. I will make amends to this extent: Perhaps the 
have had it years, bat I appeal to the record to show that the country reason you did not pas.~ any pension legislation in the last four years 
has never seen a Congress with more industry than this. You have your party had control here was that you were kept so busy in sns­
complained of the rapidity of legislation here, yet now, although we taining President Clernland's vetoes of pension bills that you bad not 

' , have been busy all the time, you complain that while we have done the time. [Laughter and applause on the Republican side.] 
some thinga there are some things that we have not done. Well, gen- Mr. SAYERS. Well, sir, the country will pass upon the merits ol 
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what you and your party have done and may do during this session 
upon the matter of pensions; and t.be country will decide whether you 
and your party, thrusting your hands into the public Treasury, shall 
be commended and indoised for taking out during each fiscal year more 
ihan $50,000,000ofthe people's money upon the demand of the Grand 
A:tmy of the Republic; and this, too, notwiths~ding we are paying 
out more than $100, 000, 000 annually to pensioners under existing laws. 
The issue in that respect has been made, and upon that issue both 
parties will appeal to the constituencies. 

The gentleman talks about the appropriation bills of this session 
being swollen on account of the failure of the last Congress to pass the 
necessary amounts. Sir, was not his party in control of the Senate; 
and could any appropriation bill have become law without the consent, 
of that body? Why, then, throw the entire responsibility of a defi­
ciency (if a deficiency has really occurred for which Congress should 
be held responsible) upon the House? 

The gentleman and his party may pass their election bill; they may 
enact such legislation as they please, but let me tell him it will not 
a<ld one member to the other side of this Chamber. 

Mr. McCOMAS. Why not? 
Mr. SAYERS. Because the people will declare themselves utterly 

opposed to any such policy, and will repudiate your candidates at the 
polls in the North as well as in the South, in the East as well as in the 
West. That is the reason. 

But, Mr. Chairman, we should not forget the proposition involved in 
the item under consideration. It is this and nothing more: Sixteen 
years ago, as I am informed, the then Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. 
Sherman, advised and urged upon Congress the enactment of a law 
which would furnish a safeguard against the reckless expenditure of 
money in matters of the kind before us. In response to that advice the 
act of 1874 was ingrafted upon the statute-book. Congress after Con­
gress has met, deliberated, and adjourned, and yet that law bas been 
faithfully observed until now. Since 1874 all claims like these under 
consideration have been referr~d to Congress for review and none have 
been paid without the proper appropriation, made in due course of pro­
cedure. 

This policy, however, which has woi:ked so well and which carries 
with it a responsibility by the Executive Departments and officials of 
the Government to Congress, is to be reversed and the same authority 
which adjudicates the claim is to be invested with the power of payment 
without the intervention of the law-making power. In this particular 
Congress is to surrender the key to the Treasury and to yield up its 
most important function. This is the issu.e, nothing else. It remains 
for Congress to decide whether it will adhere to the policy of sixteen 
years past, or whether it will relinquish its own high authority and con­
fer upon executive officials an unlimited and irresponsible power not 
only to adjudicate, but also to pay claims of the character we are now 
considering. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word. , 
The CHAIRMAN. By order of the committee the debate was lim-

ited and the time bas been exhausted. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I was not aware that a limitation had been placed 

upon it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question now is on agreeing to the amend­

ment proposed by the gentleman from Texas, which the Clerk will re­
port. 

The amendment wa.s again read. 
The question was taken; and on a division there were-ayes 66, 

noes 72. 
Mr. SAYERS. I demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered. 
Mr. SAYERS and Mr. CA ""NO~ were appointed tellers. 
The committee again· divided; and the tellers reported-a.yes 69, 

noes 70. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
For payment of aµiounts of bounty under the act of July 28, 1866, that may be 

certified to ht: due by the accounting officers of the Treasury during the fiscal 
year 1891, so much therefor as may be necessary is hereby appropriated. 

1\Ir. SAYERS. In view of the vote just taken on the preceding para­
graph, I will not offer a similar amendment to this item or to the one 
succeeding. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Rent a.nd incidental expenses, Territory of Alaska: For rent of offices for the 
marshal, district attorney, a.nd commissioners; furniture, fuel, books, station­
ery, and other incidental.expenses,~. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I offer the amendment I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Add after line 12, on page 89, the following additional paragraphs: 
"Public building in the Territory of Oklahoma: To enable the Secretary of 

the 'l)'easury to construct in the city of Guthrie, Territory of Oklahoma, a. pub­
lic building suitable for the accommodation of the executive, legislative, and 
judicial departments of the Territory, the sum of 850,000, provided an equal sum 
of money is furnished by the people of said Territory and placed in his hands 
to be used in the construction of said building," . 

I • \ 

Mr. CANNON. As to that amendment, Mr. Chairman, I make tho 
point of order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope the gentleman will not make the point of 
order, but will allow an explanation as to the nec~ity for this. 

Mr. CANNON. I have no objection to the gentleman making an 
explanation, but still I must make the point of order. The gentleman 
can make any statement he sees proper to make in regard to the matter. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think the gentleman will withdraw the point 
of order after hearing the statement. _ . 

Mr. CANNON. No, I will not withdraw the point of order; bu~ 
will be very glad if my colleague will make his statement. I am alwa~ 
very glad to hear my friend talk; he says so little on the :floor of. the 
House. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have been listening to my distinguished col· 
league all day with so much pleasure and ,interest that I can hardly 
summon up courage enough to take the floor in the brief time I shall 
occupy it, because he can do the work so much better. 

Mr. CANNON. Thank you. 
Mr. SPRINGER. But I desired t-0 call the attention of the com­

mittee to the fact that we have recently organized the Territory of 
Oklahoma, appointed ·a governor and other officers who have gone there 
for the purpose of transacting the public business, and there is not a 
building in the Territory in which they can perform the business re­
quired of them by the law. This proposition is based upon the condition 
that the citizens there will furnish an equal amount of money with the 
amount appropriated by Congress, namely, $50,000 for the construction 
of this building. 

Now, if I can have the attention of my colleague and as the gentle­
man has an opportunity of addressing the Speaker oftener than any­
body else, I hope he will not consume the time of the committee for that 
purpose, as I see he is engaged in conversation with him. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CANNON. I am listening. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I wanted to call his attention to one fact, that 

the public officers in that Territory are required to perform their duties 
without having any place furnished therefor, and, if you will allow this 
appropriation to go in, the citizens residing there have agreed and stand 
ready to furnish an equal amount by private subscription, and put it 
in the hands of the Secretary to build a substantial and suitable struct-
ure for this purpose. · 

There is already an acre of land reserved t.here by the Government, 
and a land office bas been erected, costing, I believe, only $800, a 
wooden building which has been placed upon this vacant lot. If, 
therefore, this appropriation is made the Government gets the benefit 
of a $100, 000 building for the ex pen.di ture of but $50, 000; -and I think in 
the interest of economy, especially as the internst on $50,000 will not 
equal one-fourth of the rents the Government must pay for the offices 
of the Territorial government there, this amendment ought to be 
adopted. So it is a matter of economy as well as public necessity. 

The CHAIRMAN. Has the gentleman from Illinois any statute 
which authorizes this construction? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The Chair understands very well that I do not 
submit any statute authority. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the p::>int of order is made that there is no 
existing law. · 

Mr. SPRINGER. No; that is correct. There is no Iaw. 
Mr. BURROWS. S::> the gentleman misapprehended the question of 

the Chair. 
Mr. SPRINGER. The law does not authorize the construction of 

the building, but it authorizes these officers to perform and requires 
them to perform certain duties, while it furnishes no place in which 
to do them. Now, if they must perform their duties, they must have 
some office in which to perform them. I desire it also to be remem­
bered, Mr. Chairman, that I hold in my hand an obligation on the 
part of the citizens there to sub!;cribe an equal amount with the 
amount appropriated by the Government for this building. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will sustain the point of order, and 
the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
For payment of tbe fees aud expenses of United States marshals and deputies, 

$675,000: P1·01'ided. That not exceeding 8400,000 of this appropriation may be a.d­
;anced to marshals, to be accounted for in the usual way, the residue to re•. 
ma.in in the Treasury, to be used, if at all, oQ.ly in the payment of tlle accounts 
of marshals in the manner provided in section 8.56, Revised Statutes. 

Mr. HENDERSON; of North Carolina. I move to amend this para.­
graph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the amendment of the gen­
tleman from North Carolina. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
In line 5, page 90, strike out "four hundred thousand" and insert in lieu 

thereof ''one hundred thousand dollars." 

. Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. I understand that amend­
ment is approved by the Treasury Department. I have a letter from 
the First Auditor of the Treasury, dated March 10, 1890, which was 
transmitted to me by the Secretary of the Treasury, and I take it for 
granted the Secretary of the Treasury approves the amendment. The 
Auditor inclosed to me some extrac.ts from a report that was made to 
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the ecretary of the Treasury not long since by a commission appointed 
by the.-Secretary in regard to the payment of the expenses of United 
States marshals, and I send these extracts forward to the desk, and ask 
that they be read by the 9lerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Earnest attention is called to a practice which has obtained for years of ad-

-Tancing money to United States marshals for the appropriation of "Fees and 
expenses of United States marshals." Upon the qualification of a marshal, and 
before he has entered acth·ely upon the <lischarge of his duties, it is the common 
practice to advance to him large sums upon the requisition of the A.ttorney­
General, thus practically paying the marshal his fees before they are earned 
and his expenses before they are incurred. 

This is the only instance known in which compensation is advanced before 
it is due, and in the absence of any reason for the exception we think: it is an 
unsatisfactory,business, in a measure demoralizing and often resulting in loss 
to the Government. The basis upon which it rests is that the marshal must 
have the money to mee t the expenses of deputies in serving processes, etc. 
But it is believed that in the m ajority of cases, if not all, the marshal, upon the 

· receipt of the funds, tak es wkat he supposes he may earn in the ensuing quar­
ter and deposits the rem;\inder to his official credit to be drawn upon at op­
tion. 

Generally the deputies bear their own expenses, and nothing is paid to them 
by the marshal until the accounts are settled at the '.rreasury Thus, after pay­
ing himself in advance, he has r emaining on hand, sometimes for months, very 
large sums, tempting him to mi&~pplication. The books of the First Comp­
troller's Office show that the 111.l'ger portion of balancesremaining outstanding 
against United States marshals is on account of this appropriation, and caused 
by disallowances made of fees and expenses charged in excess and illegally paid 
by the marshal to himself or deputies. The loss and delay in making settle­
ment with this class of officers could be to a very great extent avoided if no 
money was nd>anced to them except upon rendition and settlement of their 
accounts. 

If this was required no balance would appear against a marshal in this class 
of accounts, and only the amount actually found to be due him would be remit­
ted a fter settlement. The present practice of remitting in adl'ance causes bal­
ances to appear, necessitates demands for deposits to close accounts, and very 
often entails actual loss of money and tedious suits by the Gove.rnment. That 
the existing practice should be discontinued, and only sufficient sums advanced 
to meet the current necessities of the service, appears to be bothjust and proper. 

'Ve can find no warrant of law for this present practice, but, on the contrary, 
section 856 of the R~vised Statutes seems clearly t-0 indicate that the fees and ex­
penses of all court officers are reimbursable and only payable after settlement 
of the accounts therefor. 

In the last appropftation act passed by Congress was incorporated a provis­
ion wisely prohibiting an advance of more than $300,000 of the $675,000 appro­
priated for these services for the year 1889. 

We are of opinion that nothing should be advanced; but if the practice is to 
be continued the sum of 100,000 would be ample to meet all emergencies, and 
this, judiciously distributed, woul? per hap insure the Government against loss. 

l\Ir. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. The paper just read is also 
contained in Report No. 3, special session of the Senate, submitted to 
the Senate by l\1r. COCKRELL, March 28, 1889, from fhe Select Com­
mittee to Examine the Methods of Conducting Business in the Execu­
tiYe Departments (page 58). 

I hope the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] will aecept that 
amendment. It seems to be approved by the Treasury Department. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, Mr. Chairman, this is a paper without date 
and so far as I can see it is without signature. 

l\lr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. I have here the letter of 
the- First Auditor, Mr. George P. Fisher, dated March 10, 1890, trans­
mitted to me by the Secretary of the Treasury, in which letter that 
paper is inclosed. The First Auditor says: 

I inclose for your consideration a. copy of the report bearing upon the ac­
countability of marshals and cler~s1 apd suggesting ~ome changes in the.present 
practices of the Department, wh1cn was prepared 1n my office some time ago 
and transmitted to the Secretary for his appropriate action. I shall be glad to 
render any further senice in my power either to yourself or your committee, 
to the end that some measures may be adopted to correct an e>il which has be­
come a national scandal. 

The letter of Mr. Fisher, the Auditor, was first transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Treasury and then by the Secretary of the Treasnry 
transmitted to me, so I got it through the regular channel. 

~.Ir. CANNON. Now, Mr. Chairman, it seemsthattheAuditorwho 
has the first guess at auditing the accounts, but who does not have the 
last guess-the Comptroller has that-has written a letter. Now, I do 
not understand that it is in the shape of an official document which 
has ever reeeived the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury. And, 
if it is, these are appropriations for the Department of Justice, and I 
will say to the gentleman from North Carolina that last Congress we 
went into this matter fully, and we did include the proviso that there 
should not be more than $400, 000--

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. Three hundred thousand 
dollars for the year ending June 30, 1889, and $400,000 this year. I 
would like to know why the gentleman has increased the amount 
$100,000 this year. 

Mr. CANNON. I think it was $400,000 last year. I will see in a. 
moment. Yes, H was $400, 000 last year. My friend is mistaken. 

Mr. HENDERSON,. of No.rth Carolina. I have not looked at the 
statute, but I t-0ok it for granted that the report was correct. The re­
port says it was $300,000. 

Mr. CANNON. This proviso is exactly the same as was passed in 
the la.st Congress. We inquired about it, and, while it was not recom­
mended, the official who came up from the Department of Justicesaid 
it seemed to him that a continuation of the provision might result in 
economy and closer administration. Therefore we put it in; but they 
insisted that the $400,000 ought to go on if they were to proceed with­
out very consid~erable embarrassment. _ 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. I want to know if the gen­
tleman is positive that this has not heen increased from $300, 000 to 
$400,000. 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, yes; there is no doubt about that., 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
~or fees of Unite~ f?tates commissioners and justices of the pea-0e acting as 

U'?-1ted States comm1ss1oners,,.lOO,OOO . .And no part of any money appropriated by 
this act shall be used to pay any fees to United States commissioners, marshals, 
clerksforanywarrantissuedorarrestmade., orotherfees in prosecutions under 
the internal-revenue laws, unless the prosecution has been commenced upon 11 
sworn <:011?-Plaintsetting forth the facts constituting the offense and alleging them 
to be withm the personal knowledge of the affiant, or upon sworn complaint by a 
collector or deputy collector of internal revenue or revenue agent, setting forth 
the facts upon information and belief and approved ~ither before or after such 
arrest by a circuit or district judg e or the attorney of the United States in the 
dist rict where the offense is alleged to ha>e been committed or the indictment 
is found. · 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. I offer the fpllowing amend-
ment: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend by adding at the end of line 3, page 92, the following: 
"Pro"V""ided, That in each case where such prosecution has been approved by 

the district attorney, as herein required, he shall make out a written statement 
of the grounds upon which he rests such approval, and shall send a copy of the 
same to the Attorney-General." 

Mr. CANNON. I make the point of order that that changes exist­
ing Jaw. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. I hope the gentleman will · 
allow me to explain the amendment. 

Mr. CANNON. It is getting bte; still if the gentleman desires to 
do so I will allow him to make his explanation. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. All I want is to put upon 
record the opinion of the Attorney-General in favor of this amendment. 

Mr. CANNON. I must insist upon the point of order. 
l\Ir. HENDERSON, of. North Garolina. Then I ask leave to nrint 

the statement of the Attorney-General. -
Mr. CANNON. I am perfectly willing that should be done, and r 

do not want to shutoff the gentleman's statement if he wishes to make 
it; but I notify him that I must make the point of order. • 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. This is approved in express 
terms by the ·Attorney-General in a letter dated April 20, 1890, from 
which I will ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The second section, I think, is right, but I would make one further provision, 

and that i9 that in every case where the prosecution has not been approved 
betore the warrant iss~es, bu.t is approved by the district attorney afterward, 
he shall make up a. wnt~en statement of the grounds upon which he rests such 
approval, and send a copy of the same to the Attorney-General. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. Now, bearing upon that 
subject, I want to quote from the report of Attorney-General Miller to 
the present Congress, and I will ask the Clerk to read what the Attor­
ney-General says right there. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
From a number of judges, as well as from other sources, comes the informa­

tion that very great abuses arise out of the action of commissioners of the cir­
cuit courts in the amount of fees they make and charge for themselves, as well 
as those which they assist the marshals, and, in some cases, district attorneys, 
in ma.king. Whether it i~ practicable to eliminate entirely the excessive charges 
in the enormous bills of expense in proceedings had before these commissioners 
is perhaps doubtful; but certainly Congress, by enacting a clear and definite 
fee-bill for such proceedings and by providing that no prosecutions sha11 be 
commenced, except. in an emergency shown in an affidavit, until the district 
attorney shall have approved of the commencement of such proceedings, and 
by prescribing severe punishment for any violations of the laws so enacted, can 
do much to repress these abuses and relieve the treasury from illegal exactions. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. Mr. Chairman, just one re­
mark further. I want to have read the opinion of the First Andi tor 
on this same question, which will be found in the letter dated March 
10, 1890. -

The Clerk read as follows: 
Section 2 of t:Q.e bill, requiring the approval of the district attorney of all 

warrants in internal revenue cases, is already emb:>died in the appropriation 
act for the current fiscal year, and although no perceptible diminution of the 
number of internal-revenue cases has resulted by reason ofits enactment, I have 
no doubt that it is a wise and wholesome restraint and should be retained. 

I would, however, recommend the amendment of the existing requirement 
and also of section 2 of the bill, so as to provide for I.he approval of the district 
attorney or his assistant., in writing, of all warrants issued by United States 
l~ommissioners before the arrest, e x cept in cases in which the delay in obtain­
ing such previous approval might r esult in the escape of the supposed offender, 
which last fact should be clearly shown by the commissioner. It seems to me 
a very useless requirement to make of the district attorney, to approve the issu­
ance of a warrant, after the party hns been arrested and, in many instances, 
after he himself has earned his fee in the case. • 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina. I hope the point of order 
will not be insisted upon, as I know by experience that unless this 
amendment can be adopted now the legislation desired will fail. It 
is conceded that the amendment is in the line of good legislation, but 
it is insisted upon that it ought not to be tacked on to this bill. I do 
not know how else to get the proposition agreed to. For more than five 
years I have been diligently striving, in season and out of season, to 
secure favorable action by Congress upon many measures which I ha.ve 
formulated and devised for the relief of the cit.izen from injustice and 
oppression and to protect the Treasury from spoliation. 

• 
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This section of this bill which the Clerk has just read is the latter 

part of section 2 of a bill-H. R. 5931, first session of the Fiftieth 
Congress-which pa.!!sed this House on my motion on February 7, 1888. 
'The whole of said bill was made a part of the Mills tariff bill, and was 
adopted by the House of Representatives when that bill passed a few 
'months later. The :Mills bill also contained a number of other proviS­
ions draugbted by me and conroined in other bills introduced by me, 
intended to repeal burdensome laws upon the tax-payer and to amelior­
ate and remove obnoxifitus and annoying features of the internal-reve­
nue laws. The sections of the Mills bill to which I allude are 25, 26, 
28, 29, 30, 31, 32! 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40. 

I refer also to the bill "to modify the internal-revenue system of 
legislation/' etc., which on my motion was considered by the House 
on March 3, 1887, nnd which failed to pass, a two-thirds vote being 
required, although the yeas were 139 and the nays were 112. There 
'are many other gentlemen who have been quite as earnest as I have 
been to secure the enactment of similar legislation. All things,, they 
say, come to him who waits, uuless perchance he i~ a Representative in 
Con!!ress. The section under consideration would not now he a law if 
the Committee on Appropriations had not consented to insert it in the 
sundry civil appropriation bill, and the amennment which I have just 
offered, approved by the Attorney-General and by the Secretary of the 
TreasUIY., will stand no chance for consideration in any other form by 
the Fifty-first Congress. 

Nearly all the propositions I h?-ve mentioned have passed the House 
of Representatives several times. Two of them were enacted into ln.w 
by the Fiftieth Congress, and one or two more may succeed in becom­
ing law before this Congress adjourns. All the others will fail, because 
the business of Congress is so conducteu that it is almost imp:>ssible 
for any measure of general import.ance to be safely engineered through 
the Honse and the Senate unless it is contained in some bill which is 
cordially approved by the Committee on Appropriations or by the Com­
mittee on Ways and Means. If either of these committees is deter­
mined that any measure shall pass, it is almost sure to become a law. 
I regret that the point of order will rule ont my amendment. 

Mr. CANNON. I only say that this may be proper legislation pre-
sented, but I do not know about it. I make the point of order against it. 

The CHAIR!\IAN. The Chair thinks the point of order well taken. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

The payment of such miscellaneous expenses as may be authorized by the 
Attorney-General, including the employment of janitors and watchmen in 
rooms or buildings rented for the use of courts, and of int.erpreters, experts, and 
stenographers; of furnishing and collecting evidence where the United States 
is or may be a party in interest, and moving· of records, $140,000. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Lmove to strike out that sec­
tion providing that miscellaneous expenses may be authorized by the 
Attorney-General. 

I do so for ~he purpose, Mr. Chairman, of calling the attention of 
the committee to the section of the bill which gives an appropriation 
for the judiciary department of the Government. It amounts to 
$3,606,000, and of course there will be a deficiency. There always 
has been and there always will be and practically there is no control 
over this expenditure. 

The Attorney-General himself can not control it under our system, 
and Congress will not pass the necessary limitations, as we have just 
seen, which this Attorney-General has asked and which bis predeces­
sor asked. We grant over $900,000 for the fees of witnesses, and over 
$600,000 for jurors' fees, and without any real control over it; and itis 
one of the means by which much injustice is done to the private citi­
zen. 

Under the internal-revenue laws it produces in a small way almost 
innumerable frauds, and a corruption that is growing into the yery 
courts of justice themsel yes, and producing a _good.deal of arbitrary op­
pression. Now, I do not know that there is any remedy for it; but 
certainly it is getting worse every year instead of getting better. Ex­
penditures grow larger; not much larger, but they are expenditures 
which ought not to grow any larger. There is field for real reform here, 
and no man seems to be willing to undertake the labor of it. A chang~ 
from the fee system to the salary system would at once change the 
whole mode of action now in vogue in prosecutions in our courts. 

Now, in cases where the Federal law is violated and there are pros­
ecutions for it, the simple change from the fee system to the salary s.vs­
tem would reduce the number of prosecutions probably 60 per cent., 
reduce the expense of th~e particular branches of the judiciary ex­
penditure perhaps 60 per cent., and would relieve the Federal courts of 
the unjust, but very widespread suspicion that some of the court officials 
are in combination with marshals and other officers in makingunnece.:i-
sary fees in frivolous and oppressive prosecutions. . 

I do not desire to do more than call attention to two points: First, 
that there will inevitably be a deficiency in this item and, second, 
that this bill perpetuates all the evils of the system which have grown 
up, and theseevilsare e..~tremelynumerou.s. I offered the amendment 
simply for the purpose of calling att.entio~ to it and to express the 
hope that tha gentleman who is at. the head of the Committee on Ap­
propriations or the gentlemen who are on the Committee on the Judi­
ciary may, after taking a clear view of this matter from one of these 

committees, report some well considered bill which would change our 
system, a system which is so oppressi>e and so expensive. 

I withdraw the amendment. 
Mr. OATES. Mr. Chairman,-! do not know who controls the time. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. You can renew the amend-

ment. 
1t!r. OATES. I renew the amendment. 
I merely wish to say, in relation to the statement made by the gen­

t.JemanfromKentuckyrespectingthepresent fee system of compensation 
of United States court officials, that, being a member of the Committee 
on the Judiciary detailed specially for the pnrposeofinvestiga.tingtbe 
abuses in that connection, I can safely assure the House that the Judici­
ary Commitiee will suon report a bill w bich the investigation ha-s shown 
to be absolutely necessary in the way of a wholesome reform and to 
change the fee system, not only in respect to the compensation of. the 
district attorneys, but of many others of the court officials-the mar­
shal and probably the commissioners also, and the clerks of the courts, 
perhaps, as well. I can agree with the gentloonan from Kentucky that 
there is no way of reforming these abases which now exist under the 
system, because they are largely due to the defects of the system itself~ 
but I think it is a thing assured that before the expiration of this Con­
gra..c:s-it nl'>t at this session, early in the next-the House will have an 
opportunity to pass such a reformatory measnre. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
For printing and binding for Congress, including the prc,ceeding.;i and debates, 

~806,000; And printing and binding for Congress chargeable to this appropria­
tion, when recommended to be done by the Committee on Printing of either 
HouSE\ shall be so recommended in a report containing an approximate esti­
mate of the cost thereof, together with a statement from the Public Print.er of 
estimated approximate cost of work previously ordered by Congress, within 
the fiscal year for which this appropriation is made (all reserve work shall be 
bound in sheep); and the heads of the Executive Departments, before trans­
mitting their annual reports to Congress, the printing of which is chargeable to 
this appropriation, shall cause the same to be carefully examined, and shall ex­
clude therefrom all matter, including engravings, maps, drawings, and illustra­
tions, except such as they ahall certify in their letters transmitting such reports 
to be necessary and to relate entirely to the transaction of p~blic business • 

Mr. BYNUM. I desire to offer the following proviso to come in at 
line 9, page 95. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Insert the following after the word "business," on page 95, line 9: 
''Pro·vided, That no money appropriated by this or the preceding paragraph or 

by this act shall be paid to any person employed in the Public Printing Office 
for or during any time such employe is on leaye of absence with pay under ex­
isting law in excess of the pay allowed during such leave of absence, nor shall 
a.ny such person receive pay for lea ye of absence during the time such person 
may be a.twork and receive pay therefor: AndprovidedfurtheT, That no money 
appropriated under said paragraphs or under this act shall be paid to any per­
son for work or labor performed in excess of eight hours a day. as prescribed 
by existing law, unless such labor in excess of eight hours a.day is performed 
on the daily proceeding:1 of Congress, when extra labor could not be procured in 
time for the publication of the CoNGRE3SIONAL RECORD on the morning succeed-
ing the daily sessions of Congress." -

Mr. CANNON. l\!r. Chairman, to that amendment I make the point 
of order that it changes existing law and is not in order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to call the attention of my colleague from 
Illinois [Mr. CANNO:s] to the fact that this was one of the provisions 
that I had in mind when I expressed a desire for general debatet and 
I claim the right to the floor now for general debate under that de­
mand. 

Mr. CANNON. I do not want to legislate upon this bill. 
Mr. SPRINGER. This is not legislation; this is to carry out the 

law. 
Mr. CANNON. The law carries itself out. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Not under this Administration. 
Mr. CANNON. Well, I must make the point of order upon the 

amendment. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to be heard upon the point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BYNUM] bas 

the floor. 
Mr. BYNUM. Mr. Chairman, on the point of order I desire to say 

that this amendment does not cbange any existing law; it does not 
modify any existing law, nor does it provide for any new legislation. 

l'r!r. CAI'l~ON. Then what is the use of it? 
Mr. BYNUM. The use of it is simply to compel, as we have here­

tofore done upon appropriation bills, officers of the Government to obey 
existing laws which they are violating. That is the object of it. 

Ur. CANNON. That is to say, if an officer of the Government does 
not obey the law, if you pass the law over again he will obey it. Is 
that it? · 

Mr. BYNUM. No, that is not it. In the Forty-ninth Congress we 
provided for granting a ieave of absence of fifteen days to employes in 
the Government Printing Office, and I think that every member of this 
Congress who was here at the time supported that law heartily, be­
cause the clerks in the other Departments were then receiving thirty 
days' annual leave of absence with pay, while no leave was given to 
the employes of the Government Printing Office, and it was generally 
conceded by every one that they needed the rest more than the em­
ployes of a.ny other Department. Therefore, fifteen days' leave of ab­
sence was granted to them almost if not quite unanimously; and then, 
following that, in the Fiftieth Congress, fifteen days more was granted, 
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placing the Government printing employes upon an equality in that 
respect with the employes in all the other Departments. 
, While it is true that it was intended to grant a leave of thirty days 
to employes in the Government Printing Office with pay, I do not think 
a single member of Congress ever intended that those employes should 
receive double pay during the time of their "leave;" yet some of them 
have receiveu it. That certainly was not the spirit in which the law 
was passed; that was not the purpose for which it was enacted. It was 
passed, first, to give those employ es a sufficient leave of absence for rest 

' during a certain season, the same as wa.s given to other Government 
clerks. It was passed probably, in the second plMe, for the purpose 
of giving other persons, printers and others, who did not have employ­
ment, an opportunity to find work during that brief period. Now, the 
present Public Printer is not enforcing that law. Upon the contrary, 
he is violn.ting not only the spirit but the letter of the law by working 
these employes during the time of their leave of absence and paying 
them for the work as well as compensation for their leave. 

If that is the object of'tbe leave, I am opposed to it. If we are not 
paying sufficient wages to the employes in this office, let us increase 
their wages; but do not leave it in the hands of the Government Printer 
to allow double pay for thirty days during the year to favorite eru­
ployes, a thing which I am informed he has done and is doing. The 
Public Printer who preceded the present one held that he could not 
do that. When any employe approached him and said, "I desire 
to work diiring my leave of absence if you will pay me for the work 
and also for the time of my leave," the former Public Printer replied, 
"I can not do it; the law does not allow me to do itj" but when the 
present Public· Printer is approached by an employe who makes the 
same request he does agree to do that, and he has, in several instances, 
paid the employes both for the work and for the time. 

Now, this amendment is intended to put an end to that practice. 
It does not change existing law; it only provides that the existing law 
shall be carried out. And the same is true of the amendment as to the 
eight-hour law. 

Mr. OATES. What is the language of the law with reference t.o this 
lea>e of absence? 

Mr. BYNUM. These employ es are given a leave of absence for thirty 
days with pay. I can not quote the language, but that is the substance 
of it." 

Ur. OA.TES. Does the Public Printer violate the law when he lets 
them work? 
. Mr. BYNUM, I think he does. I think the law for granting the 
leave of absence means that they shall take their leave and be paid for 
the time; not that they shall take no leave, but shall work during the 
time and shall receive double pay. 

Mr. OATES. Very likely the gentleman states the intention of the 
law correctly, but I suggest to my friend whether it would not be 
well to de.fine clearly jUBt what was intended by that law. 

Mr. BYNUM. Well, thisamendmentproposesthatwhen they work 
during the time of their leave they shall not receive double pay. It 
requires them to take their leave ~d thereby give an opportunity for 
some other employe to work during the time of their absence. , 

M.r. OATES. Your amendment is intended to make that clear? 
Mr. BYNUM. Yes. 
M.r. SPRINGER. The law does not require an employe to take his 

leave, but it says that he may have leave and may receive pay the same 
as if be were at work; but the Public Printer has construed that to al­
low him to give a man formal leave and then keep him at work and 
allow him double pay. 

l\Ir. OATES. I think the principle is all wrong, but I .would not 
single out the employes of any one Department. 

Mr. BYNUM. There is no other Department in which this practice 
prevails. 

Mr. OATES. The leave of absence, I think, is applicable to all the 
Departments. 

Mr. BYNUM. But the employes are required to take their leave in 
the other Departments. 

Mr OATES. They ought never to have been given leave with pay, 
but I would pot make the rule applicable to this particular Depart­
ment when it is not applied to others. 

Mr. BYNUM. I am not stopping to discuss that question. In the 
other Departments, as I understand, employes are required to take 
their leave in order to secure pay for the leave. In short, they are not 
allowed double pay in any other Department. Nor were they allowed 
double pay in the Government Printing Office until the present Public 
Printer so applied the law. 

Now, with regard to the eight-hour law, the very same principle 
comes up. The law provides that eight hours shall constitute a day's 
work. We passed a provision on an appropriation bill in the last Con­
gre.ss requiring the Public Printer to enforce the eight-hour law. Some 
complaints had been made by Mr. Benedict to the effect that it was im­
possible to enforce the law, and there was complaint by the typograph­
ical union, who appealed to Congress on the subject, and, as gentlemen 
will recollect, the O'Neill amendment was ingrafted on the appropria­
tion bill, requiring the Public Printer to enforce the eight-hour law. 

In the Government Printing Office we pay· ample wages to enable 

printers ' there, even by piecework, to earn good wages during a day of 
eight hour!:!. In fact, they earn much better wages when they work by 
the piece than when they work by the day. The typographical union 
has been here asking Congress to pass a law restoring the rate ot wage~ 
for daily labor to $4 instead of $3.20, for a day of eight hours. But 
good printers working by the piece are able to earn more than $4 a day. 

It is very true, as many printers and employ es of that office have said 
to me, that there are some men in all Departments who are not content 
with their share. The object of the eight-houtsystemisfirst to estab­
lish eight hours as a day's labor, to carry that principle through all the 
Departments of the Government. And one special reason for applying 
this principletoGovernmentemployes is the influence which it will have 
throughout the country. I do not doubt that a great majority of the 
members here are honestly in favor of the establishment of the eight­
honr system. I repeat that one important object in enforcinO' this 
system in all the Departments of the Government where it can° be is 
because of its influence with regard to labor throughout the country. 

For this reason labor organizations have come to Congress desiring 
the establishment of this system in all the Departments of the Gov­
ernment wherever possible. And they are now asking that there be 
incorporated in all Government contracts for the construction of public 
buildings a provision requiring of the contractors that all such work 
shall be conducted on the eight-hour basis. I heartily favor this, be­
cause I believe the Government ought to take the lead in this matter 
and establish wherever it can be done the eight-hour system, paying 
good wa~es for a day's work of eight hours. 

And whenevt:r an employe in the Government Printing Office earns 
a good salary by working eight hours a day, I say he ought to be re­
quired to stop there, and give an opportunity for the employment 
of some of the idle labor upon the outside. But there are men there 
who want to work twelve, fourteen, or sixteen hours a day, earning 
$5 to $8 a day, as some of them do, while a large number of working 
people are forced to remain idle. 

The whole object of this amendment is to require these men to take 
their leave i1 they get pay for it-to require the men who are employed 
to work so far as practicable upon the eight-hour basis. In this amend­
ment I have provided one exception, which I think will be found 
necessary. In printing the daily proceedings of Congress it is prob­
able the Government Printer would not be able to find idle printers to 
be called in during the evening or niI.?;bt to assist in setting up the 
RECORD. Hence, in the amendment I have provided this exception: . 
that in the printing of the daily proceedings, if extra labor can not be 
supplied, the regular employes may work more than eight hours and · 
receive pay accordingly. 

The proposition I have submitted is in accord with the sentiments of 
the members of the· Federation of Labor, who presented to the Presi­
dent a short time ago a statement of the evil influences and effects of 
the continual violation, by t,he officers of the Government, of this law 
which has been on the statute-book ever since 1868. They have called 
the President's attention to the fact that in the Government Printing 
Office this law is violated with impunity and have asked the President 
to take some action in regard to the enforcement of the law. 

Not only has this law been on the statute-books since 1868, but, dur~ 
ing the last Congress, as I have already stated, we ingrafted upon an 
appropriation bill a provision requiring the Government Printer to en­
force it. The present incumbent violated it with impunity and ignores 
both the law and the instructions to enforce it. I have offered this 
amendment, providing that no money shall be paid under this appro­
priation except inaccordancewith the provisions oflaw. The amend­
ment is not open to objection, so far as the rules of the House are con­
cerned or so far as regards the merit and the propriety of the proposition. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, a word on the point of order. This 
provision does change existing law or there is no necessity for it. The 
gentleman alleges-whether such is the fact or not, I do not know; I 
have no rea.son to say it is not so-he alleges that the Public Printer 
employs people in his establishment during their thirty d,ays' leave of 
absence. ~ow, the Public Printer can not do that and have his ac­
·counts audited at the Treasury Department unless there is law for it. 
Then, if there is a law for it., this changes it. The bare statement of 
the proposition argues it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Does the gentleman from Il­
linois mean to say that the fact that an auditor passes an account is 
conclusive proof that there is a law to justify the auditor in so doing? 

Mr. CANNON. So far as the machinery of Congress has provided 
to settle these cases, yes. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. But the bare fact that an 
auditor pas.ses an account can not be conclusive proof that the auditor 
is infallible or that there is law for it. It may turn out that he was 
a.cting in combination with somebody else to produce an unwarranted 
result or his decision may involve a mistake. 

M.r. CANNON. Congress has provided a tribunal to audit these ac­
counts. Who? First, the Auditor and then the First or Second Comp­
troller. In practice, the Public Printer draws the money from the pub­
lic Treasury and pays for this labor; but he can not settle his accounts 
or discharge his bond until first the Auditor bas passed upon his ac­
counts and second the Comptroller. That is the court of last resort 
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that Congress has provided to constrn~ the law and settle the accounts. 

Now the gentleman claims that under the law as enforced to-day the 
Public Printer is employing people during their thirty days' leave and 
paying them. If that is true, the law is that way and his provision 
changes the law. · 

A.gain the statutes of the United States declare that eight hours shall 
constitute a day's work. This provision repeals that law in part, be­
cause the gentleman now proposing this amendment in the name of 
the eight-hour law, arid professing to be the friend oflabor, in the lat­
ter part of the amendment authorizes the Public Printer to employ 
people more than eight hours, another change of law. 

Now, I make the point of order for this reason: The House of Repre­
sentatives bas said to the Committee on Appropriations and to the Com­
mittee of the Whole, "Yon shall not report-yon shall not have the 
power to report or consider legislation in connection with the appro­
priation bills." My own opinion was that thattuleonghtto be changed, 
and I macle an effort to get it changed, that we might investigate and 
that we might within certain limits legislate upon appropriation bills. 
.But the Honse of Representatives refused to make the change and we 
have not investigated it. Now the gentleman from Indiana, and per­
chance other gentlemen, notwithstanding the rule of the House, want 
to come in here and move amendments changing existing law. Against 
that I protest. If the law needs a change here is the Committee on 
Printing, which has jurisdiction and is a privileged committee for many 
purposes, to which such matters should be referred. Let the commit­
tee consider and let it report what legislation, if any, is needed. 

Mr. OATES. Suppose the law is silent and the accounts of the 
Public Printer are presented for audit in just such a case as that sug­
gested here by the gentleman from Indiana-I do not know anything of 
the facts-- • 

Mr. CANNON. Neither do I. 
M.r. OATES. But in such case, if the law is silent and the Auditor 

sees proper to pass the accounts, seeing that they are for work honestly 
performed for the Government, though it might embrace payments to 
men for a portion of the time when they were allowed leave of absence, 
the gentleman from Illinois bolds, as I understand him, that that 
makes the law? 

Mr. CANNON. Qh, I beg the gentleman's pardon. The statute 
places in the bands of the Comptroller the power to construe the vari­
ous acts of Congress touching public expenditures, and bis construc­
tion .is just as much the law as when the court construes it. He is the 
court. 

Mr. PETERS. But he has no discretion to go outside of the law. 
Mr. CANNON. Certainly not. . 
Mr. OATES. Then yon hold that, although the law may not be 

specific, yet it is sufficient to authorize the payment, if the Auditor so 
finds. I doubt that. 

Mr. CANNON. Precisely. If the gentleman's statement is correct 
(of which, as I have said, I have no knowledge), I hold that his amend­
ment works a change of law. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
.l\Ir. CANNON. Certainly. · 
Mr. BLOUNT. I understood him to say that he tried to change that 

rule in this Congress. I do not think the report of the debates discloses 
any efforts on the part of the gentleman; and I would like to know 
where he made the effort. 

Mr. CANNON. Well, perhaps I was a little too broad in the state-
ment. I say that I advocated the change. . 

Mr. BLOUNT. At some other place. [Laughter.] 
Mr. CANNON. No; at this place. 
Mr. BLOUNT. Well, then, before some other body than this. 
Mr. CANNON. I have been at all times desirous of such a change1 

and in this body. 
1\Ir. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to be heard for a few 

moments on the point of order. 
On the 16th of February, 1888, when the sundry civil bill was pend­

ing in Committee of the Whole, a member from Missouri, M.r. O'Neill, 
moved the adoption of the following amendment: 

The Public Printer is hereby directed to rigidly enforce the provisions of the 
eight-hour law in the department under his charge. 

Thereupon the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. Burnes, in charge of 
the bill, mad.e the point of order that the amendment proposed a change 
of existing law and was new legislation. The Chairman of the com­
mittee at that time-

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. Who was he? 
A MEMBER. Mr. SPRINGER. [Laughter.] 
Mr. SPRINGER. No, it was not, but it was a good decision, any­

way. [Laughter.] 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. If it was the gentleman from 

Illinois, he knows all about it, for we have never had a better parlia­
mentarian. If he made the decision I know it is a good one; and if it 
was made by anybody else and he indorses it I am satisfied that it 
must"be reHable. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do not happen to find the :i;iame here, butlwill 

find it and state it afterwards. I will read, however, what the Chair­
man said: 
- The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will ask the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Burnes] 
to cite the statute in reference to this matter. The gen~leman seems to admit 
with his colleague that there is an eight-hour law applying to this class of 
labor. 

And further on, after an interruption: 
The Chair understood the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Burnes], in charge 

of the bill, to raise the question of order on the ground that the amendment 
offered by bis colleague changed existing law. The Chair now understands him 
to admit that it does not change existing law, and if it does not the Chair would 
not feel disposed to exclude it-. 

l\Ir. O'NEILL~ of Missouri. I move the adoption of the amendment. 
After some debate had been had upon the bill the amendment was 

adopted by the committee and reported to the House and a yea-and­
nay vote was ordered upon it; and on the 17th of February, 1888, this 
was adopted-yeas 182, nays 53; andin the affirmative ontbatamend­
ment I find the name of my distinguished colleague, the chairman ot 
the Committee on Appropriations [Mr. CANNON]. 

So that he voted at that time-
That the Public Printer is hereby directed to riiridly enforce the provisions of 

the eight-hour law in the department under his charge. 
Now, since that proposition was passed the Public Printer has refused 

to enforce the eight-hour law in the spirit which this House under­
stands that law, namely, that eight hours, as the law says, shall consti­
tute one day's work. Notwithstanding that fact, the Public Printer is 
now paying perhaps half of the employes in that department by piece~ 
and by the hour, to work from ten to twelve and sometimes sixteen 
hours out of the twenty-four, and they are paid by the hour for those 
hours. 1 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques.: 
tion? Can he work piece bands on the eight-hour system? There is 
a practical printer's question, and you can get but one answer to it from 
Portland, Oregon, and San Francisco, to Portland, Me. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will answer that by saying that in the Printing 
Office the time required to do particular amounts of work is well under-
stood. . 

Mr. FARQUHAR. You are complaining of this piece matter. 
Mr. SPRINGER. So much time is allowed for each of these pur~ 

poses, and the time is regulated by the office, under the office rules, 
and by the rules of the printers' union. But it is not on piecework 
that the complaint is made. It is on hour work; and will the gentle­
man say that under the rule the Public Printer is authorized to use 
this money to pay for more than eight hours' work? Will he answer that? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Iwillanswerthatquestion. The Committee on 
Labor investigated this matter, and as I am not chairman of that com­
mittee I do not want to say anything about the conclusions of the com­
mittee, but there were parties who appeared before the Committee on 
Labor on this eight-hour matter, and, as I remember, I asked the ques­
tion of the practical printers-because of the complaint that bad.. been 
made against the Public Printer-if it was possible to carry out the 
law in respect to piecework, and every practical printer before that 
committee said it wa.s impossible to do it • 

. Mr. SPRINGER. Not in regard to piecework; but you nave not 
answere.d the other question. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. When you come to your hour hands you are in 
a different way, but this is not the city of New York, nor it is not the 
city of Chicago, nor St. Louis. You can not go out into your streets 
and get your men to fill up after your eight hours, nor you can not 
make a running schedule of your pay-roll. The Government is differ­
ently situated from that, and so the result is tbat-

Mr. SPRINGER. Is the gentleman making a speech now? 
Mr. FARQUHAR. No; the gentleman is talking some genuine 

printer's sense. 
Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from New York al ways says some­

thing that is worth hearing. 
Mr. FARQUHAR. I have no personal care about this thing at all, 

but I have beard a great many critics outside of the Government Print­
ing Office criticise the presenj; Printer, and they also criticised his pred­
ecessor, Mr. Benedict, but any practical printer who has had charge 
of one hundred or two hundred hands knows how impossible it is to 
do piecework under the eight-hour rule. / 

Mr. SPRINGER. Itis the hour work that I am talking about. 
Mr, FARQUHAR. About the hour work there is this trouble, that 

you .can not get your months or weeks to run even on work with the 
matter that you pour into the Government Printing Office, and the , 
result is that no Public Printer can do any differently than the fore­
man there has done, in regulating the time of the men and numbers 
employed. 

Mr. TURNER, of New York. Did not the deleg:!:tion which ap­
peared before the committee of which the gentleman from New York 
and myself were both members find a great deal of fault about this 
very evil that the gentleman from Indiana aims at in his amendment, 
and did they not say that he repeatedly employed men, when there was 
no necessity for it, to do piecework, and that they were employed for ' 
ten and twelve hours by the hour? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I do not mean to criticise the general objections 
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that were made at that time, bnt when they were before the committee · Mr. :M:cCOM:AB~ His foreman will deny that-. 
I asked those who were most emphatic in their complaint-I asked the Mr. SPRINGER. It is in order for this Honse to say that no money 
question positively of one of them, could he run the office any better shall be paid under this bill for any unlawful purpose. I withdraw the 
than it was run now under the eight-hour system, and how he would amendment. 
regulate it, and he could not answer the question. Neither could any Mr. BYNUM. I d~ire to·offer the same amendment with the ex-
practical printer answer it. You have got to enact t.he restorat~on ~f ception stricken out. ~ 
wages bill, and yon have got to put your men on a different footing m The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana offers the amend-
the Printing Office before you can work your eight-hour law, or else the ment pr_eviously offered, but strikes out the proviso. 
Government work must stay behind. Mr. SPRINGER. Let it be read, then. 

Mr.' TURNER, of New York. Did not this same delegation, which The Clerk read as follows: 
came from the Federation of Labor in this District, say that there were Insert following alter the word "buslness," on page 95, line 9: 

Plenty of printers who could be had here in this city at any time if "Provided. Tha t no money a-ppropriated by this or the preceding paragraph. 
h k ? or by this act, shall be paid to any person employed in the Public Printing Of-

there was any extra rus of wor · , fice for or during any time such employo is on leave of absence with pay, under 
Mr. FARQUHAR. I would answer that just as Mr. Benedict and existing law, in excess of the pay allowed during such leave of absence; nor 

the present Public Printer, Mr. Palmer, answered it, by saying that shall any such person receive pay for leave ofabsence duringthe timesuchper-
d son m ay be at work and receive pay therefor: Anclprovided further, Thnt no 

they had not been foun • money appropriated under said paragraphs or under this act shall be paid to 
Mr. TURNER, of New York. Did not that delegation say so? any person for work or labor performed in excess of eight hours a day, as pre· 
Mr. FARQUHAR. It is ·utterly impossible to do in the city of scribed by existing law" 

Washington as you could do in the city ot New York or in the city of Mr. CANNON. I renew my point of order to that amendment. 
Chicago. In the city of Washington there are not the number of The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
printers t.o call upon. Mr. SPRINGER. Upon that ruling I desire to appeal. I want 

:?ilr. TURNER, of New York. I want you to state, as a member i:;imply to state that would rule that this bill may appropriate money 
of the Committee on Labor, what the delegation coming from those for violating the law. 
printers said to the Committee on Labor. The CHAIBMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the Chair 

Mr. CANNON. Why does not the gentleman [Mr. TURNER], who stand as the judgment of the committee? 
is a member of this Committee on Labor, report, in his own time, some Mr. SPRINGER. I want to debate that. I uo not think it ought 
legislation instead of trying to put it on this bill? to stand. [Laughter.] I want to be heard. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The point I wish to make in regard to this ques- 1 The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois. 
tion of order is that this proposition is in order for another reason. It Mr. SPRING ER. I want to state in explanation of this amendment 
is there stated that no money appropriated by this act shall be paid fo:r that it 'Simply provides that no money shall be paid under this bill in 
any time in excess of eight hours a day or paid for any time when they violation of law, and the Chair by ruling out this amendment says that 
arc getting leave-pay. Now it is in order for this purpose to limit the you can use this money for purposes prohibited by general law already. 
purposes of the appropriation. We can sayforwhatpurposeanymoney, Now, as a fact, there is a law on the statute-book that says eight hours 
under this bill, shall be appropriated, and can withhold it from any shall constitute a day's work. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
other purpose than that for which we say it shall go. FARQUHAR] says that it is impossible to enforce this on piecework. 

The CHAIRMAN. It provides for payment in excess of eight hours. I say that the Printing Office has certain working hours and other cer­
Mr. SPRINGER. That it shall not be paid for any work performed tain hours. The Public P.rinter has the key and c.-an open the doors 

in excess of eight hours. · and close them at his will, so that tho e employed can ~o out when the 
The CH.AIRM.AN. It provides that it shall be paid in excess of eight eight hours have ex pired, and they can not stop there a moment nn­

hours for cert.a.in kinds of work. The Chair thinks the point of order less he is willing that they shall stay there. The work is to be done 
is well taken. at the Printing Office, and eight hours is 1o constitute a day's work. 

Mr. BYNUM.. I will strike out the latter clause, if that is objec- The gentleman cla.ims under the roint of order that you can use 
tiouable. . money for the purpose of paying for sixteen hours' work performed. 

, The CHAIBMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order on the That not only means that when the law says be may be entitled to a 
other ground. leave Gf absence for thirty days that he may receive full pay for 

Mr. SPRINGER. Now, I move to strike out the last word of this thirty days as if at work, but the Public Printer may allow him thirty 
section. days' leave and then employ him and let him work through the same 

The CHAIR!IA.N. The point of order is sustained. thirty days and pay him extra for those thirty days, which is paying 
Mr. SPRll."'{GER. I want to call the attention of the ~ommittee to him double for the work done. That isiu violation of law and a.~ainst 

the fact that at the time when the O'Neill matter was pending the gen- the i:;pirit of this law. This amendment was simply for the purpose 
tleman from Maryland [:Mr. McCoM..A.s] denounced the Public Printer, of saying that in reporting an appropriation of this kind no money shall 
Mr. Benedict, for failing to carry out the eight-hour law. be used by the Publict>rinter to pay a person in excess of the time 

Mr. !IIcCOMAB. I am in favor of it. when legal work can be performed, and aJso for time that the person 
Mr. SPRINGER. Why do you not carry it out? was assumed to be, and legallywas, onleaveofabsenceandnotatwork 
Mr. McOO.MAS. I am in favor of carrying it out. at al1. ._ 
Mr. SPRINGER. ¥es; but in place of the present Public Printer So that under both features of this amendment, for the reason that 

carrying it out, with respect to more than two-thirds 'of his employes it is to prevent this money from being used contrary to law and for the 
he bas failed to obey that law; and personally I am in favor of any- reason that it is the province of this House and of Congress to direct 
thing that 'vill enforce it absolutely. the objects and the purposes for which any and all appropriations are 

I want to state that after the O'Neill amendment was passed Mr. made, it is in order. And, with all due respect to the Chair, I hope 
Benedict did obey that la.w and continued to obey it as long as he re- this decision will not stand as the judgment of the committee. I hope 
mained in office and that it has been violated since the present Pub- that this committee will not say that the Public Printer may violate 
lie Printer came in. the eight-hour law and the leave-of-absence law at will and that we 

Mr. FARQUHAR. For how long did Mr. Benedict carry it out? will sustain him in it. I hope my eloquent friend from Maryland [Mr. 
Mr. SRRINGER. Until he went out of office. McCoMAs], who says he is in favor of the eight-hour law and who so 
Mr. F .A.RQUH.AR. It was stated by his own foreman that he did fiercely denounced Mr. Benedict for doing what this Public Printer is 

not carry it out. • now doing, will vote to enforce that law. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I state that he did carry it out. Mr. McCOMAS. I will •ote for the proposition in another form. 
Mr. FARQUHAR. And, more than that, I say that he could not Mr. BYNUM. Mr. Chairman, I have taken this appeal, with all due 

do it if he would. respect to the Chair, for the purpose of ascertaining the sentiment of 
.Mr. SPRINGER. But ! ,say that he did carry it ont. the committee upon the correctness of the ruling. It strikes me that 
Mr. FARQUHAR. For not more than thirty days. this amendment does not in any respect or any particular conflict with 
Mr. SPRINGER. I say. that anybody who says he can not cauy out the rules of the House. It is in plain words and provides for nothing 

a law of Congress should resign and not be allowed to hold such an except the enforcement of existing laws. The present law for leave of 
office. It is no excuse for gentlemen to say that we can not enforce absence certainly means that the employes shall have a leave of ab­
the laws of Congress. It is only for Congress to state that it must be sence and shall receive pay for the time of the leave. 
done and it will be done. The eight-hour law applies to the Government Printing Office just 

l\fr. McCOMA.S. I want to say that if you ask the foreman of the the same as to any other Department. There is no exception made by 
Public Printing Office be will tell you that Mr. Benedict did not en- the law. If the law is deficient in that respect it ought to be amended. 
force that law. I have-before me the address made · by 1\-Ir. Denham, the president of 

1\Ir. SPRINGER. I know that the gentleman from ]')faryland did the Federation of Labor Unions of the District of Columbia, to the 
say that the Public Printer, Mr. Benedict, did not observe that law, President of the United States on the 27th day of May last, in which, 
and that he could have observecl it if he had wanted to do so. Mr. calling attention to the violation of the eight-hour law, he says: 
Benedict, when he first came into office, simply followed the prece- We instance a.t the present time t.he Governm.ent Printing Office, wht!re em· 
dents until Congress compelled him t-0 execute the law, and he ex- ployes are required and allowed to m.ako over·t11ne. . 
ecuted it until he went out of office. · Now, the gentleman from New York [Mr. FARQUHAR] speaks of the 
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difficulty of enforcing the eight-hour law with the men employed on 
piecework. Does not the very same difficulty arise in granting those 
men their thirty days' leave of absence? Yet every man who works 
piecework gets his thirty days' leave of absence. It is just as difficult 
to give a man whose work is piecework his thirty days' leave of ab­
sence as it is to require him to work only eight hours a day. The eight­
hour law wa'3 enforced bv Mr. Benedict when he was Public Printer, 
probably not up to tbefuil extentofthe law, but it was enforced much 
more rigidly than ever was done before or has been since his time. 

I remember that Mr. Benedict did make some complaint about it, 
but nevertheless he went to work and enforced the law as faithfully 
as he could and complaints ceased, and the foreman of one of the divis­
ions i.n the office told me that by the enforcement of the eight-hour 
law he was enabled to give extra work to a large number of men who 
were out of employment and who needed the work very badly; and 
that was one of the objects of the law. 

Ur. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. If the law requires that eight 
hours shall constitute a day's labor and the piecework can not be so 
arranged as to make a day of eight hours, is it not a violation of law 
for the Public Printer to continue to give piecework instead of paying 
his men by the day? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. There is a bill now before Congress to provide 
for employing all the men equally on the same basis, and if that bill 
were passed and extra compensation made for night work there would 
not be· any trouble at the Government Printing Office in regard to the 
eight-hour question. No man stands on this floor who is a better friend 
of the eight-hour law than I am. I have been its friend since 1866. 
I walked-in the first procession of workingmen demanding the eight­
how· law, and I will walk in the last, probably. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Well, walk in the procession here now. [Laugh­
ter.] 

1\lr. BYNUM. This i3 the first time I have ever heard the gentle­
man from New York [Mr. FARQUHAR] assert upon this floor that the 
eight-hour law could not be enforced. I remember that when the 
amendment of Mr. O'Neill was ingrafted upon the appropriation bill 
the gentleman from New York was silent as to the difficulty of en­
forcing it, and this is the first time that he has come forward to say 
that it can not be enforced. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. When llr. O'Neill, with myself and others, 
agitated upon this floor in favor of the enforcement of the eight-hour 
law, it was to get the law enforced where it could be enforced, but I 
never said that it could be enforced in piecework, and I know it can not. 

Mr. BYNUM. There was no qualification made in regard ta_ that. 
?ifr. SPRINGER. Can not the Public Printer define the hours when 

the office shall be opened and when it shall be closed, and can not the 
law be enforced in that way? 

Mr. FARQUHAR. Well, the gentleman from lliinois [Mr. 
SPRINGER] is so much of an amateur printer that I can not well an­
swer his question. [Laughter.] 

l\:Ir. SP.RlliGER. I have been in a printing office and I know per­
hapR as much about it as some people who claim to know more. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Chairman, in order to give my colleague, the 
eminent laborer from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER], and the other eminent 
laborer from Indiana [1\Ir. BYNUM] a chance to "mend their hold," 
I morn the committee do now rise. [Laughter.] 

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker liaving resumed the 

chair, Mr. BUB.ROWS, from the Committee of the Whole, reported that 
they had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 10884) ·making appro­
priation for the sundry civil expenses of the Government for the :fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1891, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. FRANK. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
LEA. VE OF ABSENCE. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, leave of absence was granted as fol-
lows: 

To Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, for the remainder of the week. 
To Mr. CUTCH:EON, for two days. 
To Mr. CRAIG, for ten days. 
To Mr. MANSUR, till Wednesday next. 
To Ur. CONNELL, for the rest of this week. 
To .Mr. COLEMAN, for about two weeks. 
To Mr. B.ARWIG, for this day. 
To Mr. LEHLBA.CH, for three days. 
To l\Ir. DIBBLE, for five days. 

:MESSA.GE FROM THE PRESIDENT-FOREST FIRES. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the 
President; which was read, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
To the Senate and House of .Representatives: 

I transmit herewith for the information of Congress, with a view to securing 
such legislation as may be appropriate, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior relating to the destruction by fires., carelessly kindled or left, of the 
timber upon the public lands. If proper penalties were imposed by law and a 
few convictions thereunder secured, I do not doubt that much waste cf our 
forests would be prevented. 

EXECUTIVE l\!ANSION, June 16, 1890. 
BENJ. H..AJUUSON. 

.ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 

that they examined and found truly enrolled bills of the foUowinJ? 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same. . 

A bill (S. 3982) granting to the Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska Rail· 
.way Company power to sell and convey to the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railway Company all the railway, property, rights, and 
franchises of the Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska Railway Company in 
the Territory of Oklahoma and in the Indian Terntory; and 

A bill (H. R. 8152) making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the :fiscal year en~ing June 30, 1891. 

The motion of Mr. FRANK was then agreed tQ; and the House ac· 
cordingly (at 5 o'clock and 25 minutes p. m.) adjourned. 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER COMMUNICATIO:NS. 

Under clause 2 of RuleXXIV, the following communications wtre 
taken from the Speaker's tableaud referred as follows: 

.ALFRED B. MALLET VS. UNITED ST.ATES. 

Letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting a 
copy of the .findings of fact by said the court in the case of Alfred -B. 
Mallet against the United States-to the Committee on Claims. 

DEFICIENCY .APPROPRIATION FOR ARMY AND N.A VY PENSIONS. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a. copy of a 
communication from the Secretary of the Interior, snbmitting an esti­
mate of deficiency in the appropriations for Army and N~vy pensions 
for the current fiscal year and urging immediate aetion thereon-to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

CL.AIMS FOR ANTE-BELLUM MAIL SERVICE, ETC. 
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmittin,g certain claims 

arising under the postal laws and regulations of the Flint and Pere 
Marquette Railroad Company, and Pacific Mail Steam-Ship Compauy­
also a list of claims for ante bellmn mail service, together with a 1eport 
thereon by the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post-Offiw Depart­
ment-to the Committee on Claims. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, the following resolutions.wereintro­
duced and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BUTTERWORTH: 
Resolved, That the House of Representatives meet on the 4.th of .July, :itll 

o'clock a.. m .• and that said day be set apart and -devoted to the celebration, by 
suitable exercises, of the adopt!on and promulgation of the Declaration of Indt:· 
pendence. 

Second. Resolved, That the Senate be invited to be present and participate iu 
the exercises. 

Third • .Resolved, 'l'kat the society of the Sons of the American Revolution be 
invited to attend the meeting of the House. 

Fourth. Resolt:ed; That a committee of nine members of the House be appointed ' 
by the Speaker to make suitable anan&'ements for carrying in to effect the objects 
and purposes hereof; . r 

to the Committee on Rules. ' 
By Mr. McKINLEY: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House is hereby directed to have printed for 

the use of the House 3,000 copies of public act N_o. 145, entitled ".An act to sim­
plify the laws in relation to the collection of the revenues," appro'\"ed June IO. 
1890; 

to the Committee on Printing. 
By Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR: 

Ruolved, That on Wednesday, June 18, immediately after the reading of the 
Journal, the ba.nkrupt-Oy bill, No. 3316, reported by the Committ~e on the Ju­
diciary, shall be considered in the House, and that on the succeeding day at 1 
o'clock p. m. the previous question shall be considered as ordered and the vote 
on all pending amendments and on the passage of the bill shall be-taken; 
to the Committee on Rules. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, reports of committees were delivered to 
the Clerk and disposed of as follows: 

Mr. SIMONDS; from the Committee on Patents, reported favorably 
the bill of the House (H. R. 10955) authorizing the Commissioner of 
Patents to refund money paid by mistake for Patent Office fees, accom­
panied by a report (No. 2458)-to the House Calendar. 

Mr. DOLLIVER, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported 
with amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 4451) for the removal 
of the charge of desertion from the record of Daniel Mahoney, accom­
panied by a report (No. 2459)-to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the Committee on Military Affi.Urs, reported 
with amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 6852) for the relief of 
North Storms, accompanied by a report (No. 2460)-to the Committee 
of the Whole House. 

Mr. PAYSON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
favorably the bill of the Senate (S. 3817) for the protection of actual 
settlers who have made .homestead or pre-emption entries upon the 
public lands of the United States in the State of Florida upon which 

I"' 



/ 

\ .. · .. - . . ' . 
~ . 

6160 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. JUNE 16, 

deposits of phosphate have been discovered since such en tries were made, 
accompanied by a report (No. 2461)-to the House Calendar. 

Mr. HAUGEN, from the Committee on Elections, to which was re., 
1erred the contested-election case of John M. Langston vs. E. C. Ven­
able, from the F\:mrth Congressional district of the State of Vir~inia, 
reported the following resolutions, namely: 

Resolved, That E. C. Vene.ble was not elected e. Representative of the Fifty­
first Congress from the Fourth Congressional district of Virginia., &nd is not 
entitled toe. seat therein. · ' 

Resolved That John M. Langston was elected a. Representative of Congress 
from the Fourth Congressional district of Virginie., and is entitled to a. seat 
therein; 

accompanied by a report (No. 2462). 
l\fr. O'FERRALL, on behalfof the minority of said committee, sub­

tnitted their views in writing thereon; which report and resolutions, to­
gether with the views of the minority thereon, were ordered to be 
printed. 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and ajointresolution of the fol­

lowing titles were introduced, severally read twice, and referred as fol­
lows: 

By Mr. BARTINE: A bill (H. R. 10970) for the enlargement and 
improvement of the United States mint and grounds at Carson City, 
Nev.-to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. OSBORNE: A bill (H. R 10971) to authorize the appoint­
ment of a board of review in certain cases-to the Committee on Mil­
itary Affairs. 

By Mr. BYNUM: A bill (H. R. 10972) imposing punishment for 
counterfeiting, etc., trade-marks, labels, etc. -to the Committee on the 
Judi.ciary. 

By Mr. MILLIKEN: A bill (H. R.11000) to amend an act entitled 
"An act to adjust the salaries of postmasters," approved March 3, 
1883-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. STOCKBRIDGE: A joint resolution (H. Res. 179) continu· 
ing in effect chavter 1065 of the acts passed at the first session of the 
Fiftieth Congress-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under ~lause 1 of Rule XXII, private bill.3 of the following titles 

were presented and referred a.s indicated below: 
By Mr. ANDREW: A bill (H. R. 10973) to remove the charge of de­

sertion from the military record of Robert Downing-to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BARTINE: A bill (H. R. 10974) granting a .pension to Na­
thaniel Frost-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BAYNE: A bill (H. R. 10975) for the relief of the officer:i 
and crews of the rams Lioness, T. D. Horner, Dick Fulton, Mingo, 
and Sampson-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BYNUM: A bill (H. R. 10976) for the relief of H. Leiber & 
Co., Indianapolis, Ind.-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: A bill (H. R. 10977) for the relief of Jane Mc­
Neil_:_to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By~Mr· CONGER: A bill (H. R .. i0978) granting a pension to Mrs. 

Jennie B. Morris-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. CULBERTSON, of Pennsylvania: A bill (H. R. 10979) for 

the relief of Louis A. Bright-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. DUBOIS: A bill (H. R.10980) to allow Hong Sling, a native 

of the Chinese Empire, to become a citizen of the United States-to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Jiir. ENLOE: A bill (H. R.10981) for the reliefof Stephen Moore, 
administrator of William Hopper, deceased-to the Committee on War 
Claims. · 

By Mr. HOUK: A bill (H. R. 10982) for the relief of Richard G. 
Sharp, of Little Barren, Tenn.-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. KERR, of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 10983) granting a pension to 
Dennis Hogan-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KINSEY: A bill (H. R. 10984) for the relief of Henry Kortz­
endorfer-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. LACEY: A bill (H. R. 10985) granting a pension to Isaac 
N. Jacobs-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MANSUR: A bill (H. R. 10986) to increase the pension of 
T. H. Dice-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10987) granting a pension to Robert H. Metcalf­
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCREARY: A bill (H. R. 10988) to increase the pension of 
H. S. Mayhall-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill tH. R. 10989) to increase the pension of Martin V. 
Roark-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. .R. 10990) granting a pension to Sarah A. Phelps-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ~ 

By }.fr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 10991) for the relief of the 
estate of H. S. Simmofls, deceased, of Franklin County, Tennessee-to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. STEW ART, of Georgia: A bill (H. R. 10992) granting a pen­
Jilon to Mrs. Mary B. Floyd-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10993) for the relief of Benjamin F. Rogers-to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. V ANDEVE~: A bill (H. R. 10994) for the relief of James 
Otterson-to the Committee on Military Aftairs. , 

By Mr. WATSON: A bill (H. R. 10995) for the relief of Pardon Wors­
ley, his heirs or assigns-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WILKINSON: A. bill (H. R. 10996) for the relief of the es­
tate of Hugh Montgomery, deceased, of New Orleans, La.-to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10997) for the relief of the estate of Samuel McC. 
Montgomery, deceased, of New Orleans, La.-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 10998) for the relief of John C. 
Stretch-to the Committeeon Military Aftairs. 

By Mr. KERR, of Pennsylvania: A bill (H. R.10999) to carry out 
the findings of the Court of Claims in the case of Susannah P. Swoope­
to the Committee on War Claims. 

PETITIONS~ ETC. 

Underciausel of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers were 
laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ARNOLD: Petition for the passage of laws for the perpetua­
tion of the national-banking system-to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Petition of John C. Stutch, for amendment of 
record, and to accompany bill for his relief-to the Committee on Mil-
itary Affairs . 

By Mr. BREWER: Papers relating to the pension claim of Mary B. 
Swift-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By¥r. BYNUM: Papers in the case of H. Leiber & Co., of Indian­
apolis, Ind.-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. CATCHINGS: Petition ot the heirs of Mrs. Hixey Parker, 
late of Warren County, Mississippi, for reference of claim to the Court of 
Claims under the provisions of the Bowman act-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: Petition of Fairbanks Post, Grand Army of the 
Republic, in behalf of Mrs. Jane McNeil-to the Committee on Inva­
lid Pensions. 

By Mr. CONGER: Memorial of131adies, of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, Minburn, Iowa, for.legislation subjecting intoxi­
cating liquors transported into a State to the laws thereof-to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 326 citizens and voters of Dallas County, Iowa, for 
same measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 70 voters and 52 others of Minburn, Iowa., for same 
measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, remonstrance of70 laboring men of Des Moines, Iowa, against 
proposed amendment to interstate-commerce law permitting the free 
transportation of barrels filled with petroleum-to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, memorial of Prairie View Grange, No. 480, of Winter, et, Iowa, 
consisting of 26 members, in favor of the Butterworth option bill-to 
the Committee on Agricultnre. 

Also, memorial of same alliance in favor of the Conger lard bill-to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of 124 voters of Des Moines, Iowa, for prompt passage 
of bill subjecting intoxicating liquors transported into a State to the 
police regulations thereof-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CONNELL: Petition of 75 teachers and superintendents of 
public schools of Lincoln, Nebr., in favor of an international copyright 
bill-to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. CULBERTSON, of Pennsylvania: Petition of citizens of Cam­
bridgeborough, Pa., askingforpassageofHouse bill5978, prohibiting the 
transportation of intoxicating liquors, etc.-to the Committee on Com-
merce. · 

By Mr. DALZELL: Petition of sundry citizens of the Twenty­
second Congressional district of Pennsylvania in favor of the passage of 
laws to perpetuate the national-banking system, etc.-to the Commit-
tee on Banking and Currency. . 

By Mr. DE LANO: Petition for the passage of the Butterworth bill 
to prevent gambling in farm products and t.he Conger bill to regulate 
the sale of compound lard-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition for the passage of laws for the perpetuation of the 
national-banking system-to the Committee on Banking and Cur­
rency. 

By Mr. DOCKERY: Petition of postal clerks at St. Joseph, Mo., 
asking for an increase of compensation-to the Committee on the Post-
0.ffice and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. DORSEY: Resolutions of the Bluff Center Alliance, Hall 
County, Nebraska, asking for the passage of the Conger and Butter· 
worth bills4-lto the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutionsofthe West Emerick Farmers' Alliance, · of Emerick, 
Nebr., for same measmes-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolution of the Mt. Olive Alliance, of Sherman County. 
Nebraska, for the same measures-to the Committee on Agriculture. 
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Also, resolutions of Riverside Alliance, Ewing, Nebr., for same 

measures-to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Also, resolutions of the Lincoln Alliance, of Knox County, Nebraska, 

for same measures-to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Also, resolutions of Farmers' Alliance, No. 1008, of Buffalo ~unty, 

Nebraska, for same measures-to the Committee on 'Agriculture. 
Also, resolutions of Unity Alliance, No. 500, of Ansley, Nebr., for 

the same measures-to the Committ.ee on Agriculture. 
Also, resolutions of the Mt. Olive Alliance, of Sherman County, 

Nebraska, for the same measures-to the Committee onA¢cnlture. 
Also, resolutions of the Birdwood Alliance, Nebraska, asking pas­

sage of same measures-to the Committ.ee on Agriculture. 
By Mr. DUBOIS: Petition of Judge If. P. Henderson, H. W. Smith, 

Mayor Frederick J. Kirsel, and numerous leading citizens of Ogden, 
Utah, asking that Hong Sling be allowed to become a citizen of the 
Unit.ed States-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GEAR: Petition of 11@ citizens of Henry County, Iowa, 
praying for the passage of an act prohibiting the importation of intox­
icating liquors into a State in contravention of the laws thereof-to the 
Committ.ee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 225 citizens of Washin~n County, Iowa, for same 
measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 47 citizens of Jefferson County, Iowa, for same 
measure-to the Committ.ee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 70citizens of Louisa County, Iowa, for same meas­
ure-t.o the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GIFFORD: Petition of citiz.ensofTwin Brooks, Grant County, 
South Dakota, for the passage of a law prohibiting the importatron of 
liquors into States adopting prohibition-to the Committ.ee on the Judi­
ciary. 

By Mr. HANSBROUGH: Petition of citizens of Lisbon, Ransom 
County, North Dakota, for the passage of House bill 5978-to the Com­
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of cit.izens of Caledonia, Traill County, North Dakota, 
for same nieasure-t.o the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of citizens of Yorktown, Dickey County, North Dakota, 
for same measure-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HAYNES: Petitioris of Sandusky Trade and Labor Assem­
bly, favoring the passage of House bill 260, imposing a punishment for 
counterfeiting trade-marks, etc.-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also petition of 30 citizens of the Tenth district of Ohio, for Sabbath 
observance-to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, resolutions of the Sandusky Township (Ohio) Farmers' Alliance, 
!avoring the pa.ssage of the Conger lard bill and the Butterworth option 
bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. HERMANN: Remonstrances of citizens of Oregon, against 
the Conger bill, taxing compound lard-to the Committee on Agricult­
ure. 

By Mr. JOSEPH: Petition of citizens of the Territory of New Mex­
ico, asking for the passage of laws by Congress for the perpetuation of 
the present national-banking system-to the Committee on Banking 
and Curnmcy. -

Also, memorial of 0. P. McMaius, of the Territory of New Mexico, 
relating to private land claims in that Territory-to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. KERR, of Iowa: Petition of 120 cit.izens of Cedar County, 
Iowa, for the passage of a law prohibiting the importation of liquors 
into States in violation of the laws thereof-to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. KNAPP: Petition of dairymen from Delaware County, New 
York, fqr pure dairy products-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of citizens of Milton, Ulster County, New York, for 
passage of House bill 5978-t.o the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of citizens of Delaware County, New York, for same 
measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LACEY: Petition for pension for Isaac N. Jacobs-to the 
Committ.ee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LAWS: Petition of citizens of Hayes County, Nebraska, ask­
ing for free coinage of silver-to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

Also, petition of Bluff Alliance, Nebraska, favoring passage of the 
Conger and Butt.erworth bills-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of Farmers' Alliance of Frontier County, Nebraska, 
for same measures-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of Sappa Alliance, Nebraska, for same measures-to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 
· Also, petition of citizens of Franklin County, Nebraska, for same 
measures-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. LEHLBACH: Petition of certain citizens of New Jersey, 
for pure lager-beer-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LESTER, of Georgia: Petition of Daniel McDonald, of 
Liberty County, Georgia, praying for the reference of his claim to the 
Court of Claims under act of March 3, 1883-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. McMILLIN: Petition of d.ischarged employes of the Fif-
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tieth Congress, asking for compensation for services rendered-to the 
Committ.ee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. MAISH: Petition of 24 veterans of the late war, praying for 
the relief of Edward Woodward, of GetLysburgh, Pa.-t.o the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

. By Mr. MARTIN, oflndiana: Petition to accompany the bill to cor­
rect the military record of Joseph Grathis-to the Committee on Mili­
tary Affairs. 

By Mr. MILLIKEN: Petition of Thomas Leigh and others, for the 
perpetuation of the national-banking system-t-0 the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

Also, petition of the Congregational Conference, at Pittsfield, Me., 
for enactment of a law allowing States to control the sale of liquors 
within their borders-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MORRILL: Petition of J. E. Love and 40 others, of Whit­
ing, Kans., asking passage of House bill 5978, an act prohibiting trans­
portation of intoxicating liquors, etc.-to the Committee on the Judi­
ciary. 

Also, petition of I. J. Miller, of Baker, Kans., for same measure­
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MORSE: Petition of citizens of Taunton, Mass., in favor of 
fewer hours and more pay for post-office clerks-to the Committ.ee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: Petition of citizens of the Eighth Congres­
sional 4.istrict of Pennsylvania for the passage of a law to perpetuate 
the national-banking system-to the Committee on Banking and Cur­
rency. 

By Mr. NORTON: Petition of John Elder and 30 others, of Pike 
County, Missouri, asking passage of Senate bill 2716-to the Commit­
tee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of same persons for passage of H<?use bill 836-to the 
Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. PAYNTER: Petition ofF. M. Hanna and 13others, of Lewis 
County, Kentucky, asking that $6,200,000 be appropriated to improve 
Galveston Harbor-t.othe Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, petition of George W. Reid and 26 others, of Bath County, 
Kentucky, for same measure-to the Committee on Rivers and ·Har-
bors. • 

By Mr. PERRY: Petition ot citizens of Fairfield County, South Caro- ' 
lina, for passage of Senate bill 2716-to the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors. 

By Mr. PETERS: Petition of citizens of Dodge City, Kans.: for tern· 
perance legislation to counteract the results of original-package de­
cision-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PICKLER: Resolutions of Garfield Alliance, No. 454, South 
Dakota, asking immediate passage of House bill 5353, the Butter­
worth option bill-t.o the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of Darlington Alliance, No. 68, South- Dakota, for 
same measnre-t.o the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of same alliance for the Conger lard bill, H. R. 283-
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of 9 citizens of Arlington, Kingsbury County, South 
Dakota, asking immediate passage of bill prohibiting transportation of 
intoxicating liquors into prohibition States-to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 39 citizens of same county, for same measure-to 
the Committ.ee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 59 citizens of Erwin, same county, for sat!i.e meas­
ure-t.o the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 39 citizens of Lake Henry, in same county, for same 
measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 69 citizens of Miner County, South Dakota, for same 
measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 74 citizens of Carthage, in same county, for same 
measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 9 citizens of South Dakota, for same measure-to 
the Committ.ee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 350 members of a Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, of Falk County, South Dakota, for same measure-to the Com­
mitt.ee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 41 citizens of Cavour, Beadle County, South Dakota, 
for same measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 43 citizens of Moody County, South Dakota, for 
same measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 23 citizens of Rauville, Codington County, South 
Dakota, for same measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 19 citizens of Waverly, in same county, for same 
measure-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of 35citizensof HandCounty, SouthDakota, for same 
measure-to the Committ.ee on the Judiciary. · 

Also, petition of 39 citizens of sarue county, for same measure-t.o 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. POST: Resolution of the Cent.er Point (Ill.) Farmers' Alli­
ance, for the passage of the Butterworth option bill-to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

I 
I 



.. 
6162 CONGRESSIONAL REOORD--SENATE. JUNE 17, 

Also, resolution of the same Alliance, for passage 
1 

of the Conger iard 
bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON~ Petition of M. G. Osborn and 15 others, citi­
zens of Moore County, Tennessee, praying for pas.sage of Senate bill 2716, 
for fu-st-class harbor on the coast of Texas-t-0 the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. 

By Mr. SIUONDS: Petition of Thomas H. L. Tolsott, for bounty 
for the children of Henry H. Lee-to the Committee on Wat Claims. 

By Mr. SMITH, of West Virginia: Memorial of the Board of Trade 
and petitions of citizens of Huntington, W. Va., praying for the erec­
tion of a suitable public building in the city of Huntington, W. Va.­
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. STRUBLE: Petition of the Red Ribbon Club, of Lincoln, 
Nebr. (nearly 400 voting at regular meeting), asking for a. law giving 
relief to States from the original-package decision of the United 
States Supreme Court-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolution of Oto Farmers' Alliance, Woodbury County, Iowa, 
urging pas.sage of the Conger lard bill (H. R. 283)-to the Committee 
on Agriculture. · 

By Mr. EZRA B. TAYLOR: Petition of citizens of Atwater, Portage 
County, Ohio, for a law prohibiting the circulation of obscene litera­
ture-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of 65 individuals from the Nineteenth district of Ohio, 
for a national Sunday-rest law-to the Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Colorado: Petition of citizens of Colorado, 
for the perpetuation of the national-banking system-to the Commit­
tee on Banking and Currency. 

By 1\:1.r. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania: Petition of T. 0. Hazen and 
132 others, citizens of Mercer County, Pennsylvania, asking for the 
enactment of a Sunday-rest law-to the Committee on Labor. 

Also, resolutions of Farmers' Excelsior Alliance, Beaver Falls, Pa., 
asking for passage of the Conger lard bill-to the Committee on Agri­
culture. 

By Mr. VANDEVER: Petition of 35 citizens of Los Angeles, Cal., 
1or a national Sunday-rest law-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WATSON: Petition of Grand Army of the Republic Post 
No. 327, Warren County, Pennsylvania, for per diem and dependent 
pension bill-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Post No. 354, GrandArmyoftheRepublic, Venango 
County, Pennsylvania, for same measures-to the Committeeon!nvalid 
Pensior:s. 

Also, petition of Post No. 336, Grand Army of the Republic, Warren 
County, Pennsylvania, for same measures-to .the Committee on In-
valid Pensions. · 

Also, tnemorial of Grange No. 236, in same county, for free coinage 
of silver-to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Also, memorial from same grange, for same legislation-to the Com­
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By 1\fr. WILLIAMS, of Ohio: PetitionofJohnN. Bell and 140others, 
ex-soldiers and sailors of Dayton, Ohio, praying for the enactment of 
a law prohibiting the sale, use, manufacture, and importation ofbanners 
or flags representing the confederate flag or the red flag of the anarch­
ist--to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By 1\fr. WRIGHT: Memorial of Watkins Post, No. 68, ofTow::mda, 
Pa., Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Pennsylvania, ask­
ing for dependent and service pension legislation-to the Committee 

Also, memorial of McPherson Post, No. 509, Grand Army of the Re­
public, of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, for same measures-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Frank Hall Post, No. 505, Grand Army of the Re­
public, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Sergt. 0. Phillips Post, ~o. 486, Grand Army of 
the Republic, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Bissell Post, No. 466, Grand Army of the Repub­
lic, of same county, for same measnres-t-0 the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. -

Also, memorial of A. J. Rosser Post, No. 452, Grand Army of the 
Republic, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of M. Dowd Post, No. 291, Grand Army of the Re­
public, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Southworth Post, No. 222, Grand Army of the Re­
public, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Lieutenant Rogers Post, No. 143, Grand .Army of 
the Republic, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Moody Post, No. 53, Grand Army of the Republic, 
of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

Also, memorial of Oliver Mumford Post, No. 873, Grand Army of 
the Republic, of Wayne County, Pennsylvania, for same measures-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Sergeant Rix Posh, No. 397, Grand Army of the 
Republic, of same county, for same measure-to the Committee on In­
valid Pensions. 

Also, memorial of Sergt. C. D. Waltz Post, No. 575, Grand
0

Army of 
the Republic, of same county, for same measures-to the. Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

SENATE. 
TUESDAY, June 17, 1890. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

BURNING OF TDIBER ON PUBLIC LANDS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following mes­
sage from the President of the United States; which waa read: 
To the Sena.le and House of Repruenlatives: 

I transmit herewith, for the information of Congress, with a. view t-0 securing 
such legislation as may be appropriate, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior, relating to the destruction by fires, carelessly kindled or left, of 
the timber upon the public lands. 

If proper penalties were imposed by law, and a few convictions thereunder 
secured, I do not doubt that much waste of our forests would be prevented. 

BENJ. HARRISON. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, June 16, 1890. 

on Invalid Pensions. The VICE-PRESIDENT. The message with the accompanying pa-
Also, memorial of Myron French Post, No. 512, Grand Army of the pers will be referred to the Committee on Public Lands and printed, 

Republic, of Jackson, Pa., asking for perdiemandservicepensionlegis- if there be no objection. . 
lation-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Mr. STEW ART. Mr: President, I should like to make a sugge3tion 

Also, memorial of Phelps Post, No. 1241 Bradford County, Pennsyl- to the committee. This is one of the most important subjects that they 
vanin, asking for removal of limitation of arrears of pensions-to the can consider. The present system of sending agents to guard the for­
Committee on Invalid Pensions. ests without having some arrangement whereby the citiz·ens can co-

Also, memorial ot J. W. Reynolds Post, No. 98, Grand Army of the operate, is exceedingly delective. It is necessary to have a more friendly 
Republic, of Wyoming County, Pennsylvania, asking for passage of understanding between the agents of the Government and the people, 
the dependent pension bill and the per diem service-pension bill-to who are as much interested as the Government. There is great fric­
the Committee on Invalid.Pensions. tion between them. Without discussing who is to blame for it, the 

A1so, memorial of Captain Lyons Post, No. 85, Grand Army of the result is that the forests are being destroyed by fires. It is estimated 
Republic, of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, for same measures- that last year more timber was burned by fires than bas been cut by 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. settlers since the first settlement of the country, and under the present 

Also, memorial of Gilman Post, No. 227, Bradford County, Pennsyl- system of agents it will continue. The more moneyyouspend and the 
vania, for same measures-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ·. more convictions you have under the present system, the more bad feel-

Also, memorial of McKee Post, No. 584, Grand Army of the Repub- ing will be created and the great forests will be butned. It is a sub­
lic, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on Invalid ject that should be carefully considered. 
Pensions. The forests can not be protected without the co-operation of the peo-

.A.lso, memorial of E. F. Roberts Post, No. 437, Grand Army of the pie. There is no reason why the Government should not act in con· 
Republic, of Pennsylvania, for same measures-to the Committee on junction with the States and with the local communities in protect4Jg 
Invalid Pensions. the timber, and some system ought to be devised whereby we can ha Ye 

Also, memorial W. M. Williams Post, No. 392, of Wyoming County, the co-operation of all the people. The agents who are sent there get 
Pennsylvania, for same measures-to the Committee on Invalid Pen- on bad relations with the communities, whether rightfully or wrong­
sions. fully, and it is impossible for them to protect the timber. If you spend 

A1so, memorial of Rufus Frear Post, No. 323, Grand Army of the any amount of money it can not be done; you most have the co-opera­
Republic, of same county, for same measures-to the Committee on tion of tlle people who live there; and some arrangement ought to be 
Invalid Pensions. made and some law ought to be passed whereby the St.ates and the local 

Also, memorial of Capt. John Whitney Post, No. 268, of same county, communities will co-operate with the Government in protecting t_he 
for same measures-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. forests from fire8, or we shall lose all our timber. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-11-21T15:30:45-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




