
,, 

1888. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 3165 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, April 20, 1888. 

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
R. MILBURN, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
EXPENSES OF BURIAL OF PENSIONERS, ETC. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting an estimate from the Third Auditor of an 
appropriation for the investigation of claims for reimbursement of ex
penses incident to the last sickness and burial of deceased pensioners; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING .AT SPRINGFIELD, MO. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse a letter from the Acting 
Secretary of the Trea-sury, transmitting an estimate oftheprobablecost 
of the proposed public building at Springfield, Mo.; which was referresJ 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BRIDGES OVER RIVERS IN A.RKA.NS.AS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse the bill (S. 2179) author
izing the Kansas City, Texarkana and Gulf Rail way Company to bridge 
R~d and Little Rivers, in the State of Arkansas; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. McRAE. I would like to have that bill considered now, if 
there is no objection. · 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, the right to object beingre· 
served. 

The Clerk;.proceeded to read the bill. 
:Mr. CRISP (interrupting the Clerk). I desire to suggest that this 

bill is entirely free from objection; it contains all the provisions that 
the Committee on Commerce place in bills of this character. I ask 
unanimous consent that the further reading of the bill be dispensed 
with. 

There being no objection, the further reading was di.<;pensed with. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of the bill? 
Mr. JOHNSTON, of Indiana, called for the regular order, but sub-

sequently withdrew the call, when, there being no objection, the Honse 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill; which was ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. McRAE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 'was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. BAKER, of New York, for three days, on account of impor

tant business; 
To MI'. RusK, until the 24th instant, on account of impor!:.o'l.nt busi

ness. 
To 1\fr. BoWEN, for ten days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. JOHN R. BROWN, for ten days, on account of important 

business. 
NAVIGATION OF ILLINOIS RIVER. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Honse the bill (S. 2085) to provide 
for protecting the navigation of the Illinois River, by extending the 
system of beacon-lights to said river; which was read a first and second 
time. -

Mr. ANDERSON, of illinois. I ask unanimous consent for the pres
ent consideration of this bill. 

The bill was read. 
There being no objection, the House proceeded to the consideration 

of the bill; which was ordered to a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. · 

Mr. Al~DE [{SON, of illinois, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
EDW A.RD FITZGERALD. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 316) for the 
relief of Ed ward Fitzgerald; which was read a first and second-time, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. · 

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the bill 
just laid before the House be at once taken up for consideration. I 
will state that a bill of precisely the same character and identical in lan
guaf};e has been favorably reported from the House committee. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, subject to ohjection. 
The bill was read at length. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 

the bill? 
Mr. HOLMAN. I think the report had better be read. 
Mr. ROGERS. I send up and ask to have read the report accom

panying the House bill. 

• 

The report (by Mr. STONE, of Kentucky) was read, as follows: 
This claim is for the value of a large quantity of wood and timber alleged to 

have been taken by the Federal troops at different times between the years 1863 
and 1865 from the land of the Catholic Church near Fort Smith, Ark., and used 
for the construction of fortifications, building quarters for the soldiers, and for 
fire-wood. 

The claimant is bishop of Little Rock, trustee of the Catholic Church in A:r
kansas, and as such is trustee of the property, and it is as such truste e tha t this 
cJaim is made. ' 

The claim was uresented in due time to the Southern Claims Commission, 
aud under the rules of that commission proof was taken, which has been ex
amined by the committee, who find it clearly established that a large quantity 
of timber and wood was taken and used by the A:rmy, as claimed. 

The Southern Claims Commission r ejected this claim without any examina
tion or hearing on the merits, because the commission held that it had no juris
dict-ion of corporations. 

Your committee think that the claimant sh ould be heard. 
They therefore report a substitute for the bill, and recommend that it pass. 

1r1r. KERR. I demand the regular order. 
Mr. ROGERS. Will the gentleman allow me to suggest that this 

only proposes to send this bill to the auditing officers of the Govern
ment for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of the claim, and does 
not propose to make an appropri~tion? After the matter has been 
determined and audited by the officers of the D.epartment it is to be 
reported back to Congress, when it will come up for consideration on 
its merits. It only asks that this claimant shall have a right to be 
heard. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Michigan. What disposition is proposed to be made 
of the bill? 

Mr. ROGERS. I ask unanimous consent to consider the Senate bill 
now which proposes to send this claim to the Quartermaster's Depart
ment to be audited, after a finding of the facts. It then comes back 
to Congress for consideration upon its merits. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Michigan. I demand the regular order on this class 
of bills. 

SENATE BILL R EFERRED. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 1044) author
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to state and settle the account of 
James L. Wilbur with the United States, and to pay said Wilbur such 
sum of money as may be due him thereon; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

MILITARY AC.ADEl\IY APPROPRI.ATION BILL. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the Committee 
on Military Affairs to report back the bill H. R. 6894, the Military 
Academy appropriation bill, with the Senate amendments, and to move 
concurrence in the amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments of the Senate will be read. 
The amendments were read at length. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND. These amendments are merely of a. clerical 

nature; they neither reduce nor increase the amount of the appropria
tion, and the committee unanimously recommend concurrence in them. 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND moved toreconsiderthevote bywhich the amend

ments of the Senate were concurred in; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. FISHER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that · 
they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same, namely: 

A bill (H. R. 807) for the relief of Horatio R. Maryman; 
A bill (H. R. 3253) appropriating the sum of $52,000 for the enlarge

ment and improvement of the United States Government building at 
Charleston, W. Va. ; 

A bill (H. R. 4106) granting a pension to Olive Wallace; 
A bill (H. R. 4110) granting a pension to Mehita.ble Wheelock; 
A bill (H. R. 4534) for the relief of Emily G. Mills; 
A bill (H. R.. 4672) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Emily 

M. Wyman; 
A bill (H. R. 5118) granting a pension to Theodore Gardner; 
A bill (H. R. 5233) granting a pension to William F. Randolph; 
A bill (H. R. 6759) granting a pension to Mary Robinson; 
A bill (H. R. 6812) granting an increase of pension to Stephen Thurs

ton· 
A bill (H. R. 1805) for a public building at Greenville, S. C.; and 
A bill (H. R. 19) for the relief of H. B. Wilson, administrator of the 

estate of William Tinder, deceased. 

WILLIAM F. Sl'IH TH. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back favorably the bill (H. R. 9396) for the 
relief of General William F. Smith; which was referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Speaker. when I demanded the regular order my 
objection was simply to the consideration of the bill called up by the 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. RoGERS], because it had an adversere-

, 
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port from the Southern Claims Commission. I did not insist upon the 
regular order for auy other reason. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa withdraws his demand 
for the regular order, but objects to the consideration Of the bill called 
up hy the gentleman from Arkansas. 

1\Ir. ROGERS. What is the statement of the gentleman from Iowa? 
The SPEAKER. That he withdraws the demand for the regular 

order, but objects to the consideration of the bill called up by the gen
tleman from Arkansas. 

1\lr. ROGERS. I think we bad better have the reiular order. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER. This being Friday the regular order is the call of 
committees for reports on bills of a private nature. But before that is 
done the Chair is advised that the previous question was ordered on the 
Indian appropriation bill on yesterday afternoon, and under the prac
tice of the House the vote will be first taken upon that. 

'I·he first question is on agreeing to the amendment to strike out the 
ninth section. 

1\fr. PEEL. Mr. Speaker, it was agreed in the House on yesterday 
that pending the ~nsideration of this bill in the House, fifteen minutes 
shon ld be allowed on each side to discuss that amendment. In order that 
all may understand what the amendment is, and in order that the House 
may he able to act intelligently upon the question pre ented, I ask for 
the 1 cading of so much of the report of the Committee on Indian Affuirs, 
w hidli'eported the bill, as I have marked, and which relates exclusively 
to this branch of the subject. Before that is read I sha.ll be glad to have 
the :tmendment stated so that the Honse may understand it. 

'I : 1e SPEAKER. The quE>~tion is on the motion to strike out section 
9 of the bill providing for the payment of the award by the Court of 
Claims and the Supreme Court to the Choctaw Nation of Indians. 

The Clerk had better read the section again which is proposed to be 
stricken out. 

The section was again read. 
1\Ir. PEEL. I ask for the reading of that part of the report accom

pan. ·ing the bill which I have marked. It explains the whole matter. 
T he Clerk read as follows: 

Tl•e eighth section of the bill appropriates 82,838,798.62, with the interest due 
thereon, to pay the judgment rendered by the Supreme Court of the United 
Stat< sin favor of the Choctaw Nation of Indians. '£his large sum draws inter
est at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum until paid, and therefore increases the 
liability of the Government more than $140,000 per annum. 

Cougress hilS no power under the Constitution to review or 1·evise the judg
ment of the Supreme Court of the United States; neither can its decisions be 
rendered nugatory by the action or non-action of any other department of the 
Government. To attempt to do so would be revolutionory; to do so would be 
an end to government. Duty to the Constitution as well as to sound economic 
principles of public policy requires that the interest on this judgment-be stopped 
by paying the principal. Therefore your committee report the. eighth section, 
providing fo1· its payment. 

1\lr. PEEL. What is spoken of there as the eighth section is now 
the ninth section of the bill. I yield one minute to the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT]. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I simply desire to state, Mr. Speaker, that the sec
tion having been ruled by the Chairman of the Committee ofthe Whole 
as in order in this bill, and as the object of the section is to pay a judg
ment, I have felt it my duty to oppose the motion~to strike out. 

Mr. PEEL. I have no other statement to make, and call for a vote, 
unlf:SS any gentleman desires to make a statement on the other side. I 
believe no one wants to discuss the question further. Every one un
derstands it. 

1\Ir. HOOKER. Let the question be stated. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has caused to be read the section which 

it is proposed to etrike o.u. t. It is that part of the bill which provides for 
the payment of a judgment to the Choctaw Indians. The question is 
on striking out the ninth section. 

The motion to strike out was not agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the bill to be engrossed 

and read a third time. 
Mr. PERKINS. I would like to lm.ow if the amendment I offered 

yesterday is correctly reported in the RECORD. If it is, there is an error 
in it. 

The Clerk read the amendment offered by l\1r. PERKINS, as follows: 
After line llOl, add the following: "For the support of education of Indian 

pupils of both sexes at day and industrial schools in Alaska, $20,000. This to be 
expended under the supervision and control of the Bureau of Education." 

Mr. PERKINS. That is correct. As published in the RECORD, the 
words "in Alaslm" are omitted. I did not know but that in drawing 
the amendment the omission occurred. 

The SPEAKER. Is the word "of" correct? Instead of" support 
of education," should it not be" support and education?" 

Mr. PERKINS. That would be better. I ask unanimous consent 
to have that change made. 
· There was no objection. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; 'and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. PEEL moved toreconsiderthevote bywhich the bill was passed; 
and ::Uso moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. LANHAM. I move to dispe:ase with the morning hour for the 
call of committees for reports. 
· Mr. ROGERS. A moment ago I objected to the consideration of a 

bill called up by my friend from Nebraska [Mr. DORSEY]. I with
draw my objection that that bill may be considered. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill. 
The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 
A bill (S. 2267) for the relief of the Omaha tribe of Indians in Nebraska., to ex

tend the time of payment to purchasers of hnd of said Indians, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I object to the consideration of the bill at this time. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. LANHAM] moves 

to dispense with the call of committees for reports. That requires a 
two-thirds vote. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting therefor). 
Mr. MORRILL. I ask unanimous consent that gentlemen having 

reports to present, authorized by committees, have leave to file them at 
the Cle1·k's desk. 

There was no objection. 
The reports filed at the Clerk's desk were as follows: 

BRIDGE ACROSS OOSTANAULA. RIVER, GEORGIA. 

Mr. CRISP, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back with 
amendment the bill (H. R. 9086) to authorize the construction of a 
bridge across the Coosa River, or bridges across the Oostanaula and 
Etowah Rivers, at or near Rome, Ga.; which was referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

W:U.LI.A11I H. TYNER. 
Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 

back adversely the bill (H. R. 5115) granting an increase of pension to 
William H. Tyner; which was laid on the table, and the accompany
ing report ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL F. C. GARRISON. 

1\fr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (H. R. 185) granting a pension to Samuel 
F. C. Garrison; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
Jiouse on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. · 

BERNARD CARLIN. 

M:r. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (H. R. 2233) granting a pension to Ber
nard Carlin; which was referred to the Committee of tp.e Whole Honse 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

HIRAM BATEMAN. 

M:r. M:ORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (H. R. 3836) granting a pension to Hiram 
Bateman; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report; ordered to 
be printed. 

1\IINOR CHILDREN OF LEVI 1\I, HUNTER. 

Mr. UORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with amendment the bill (H. R. 6603) to grant a pension 
to the minor children of Levi M. Hunter, deceased; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM IRVING. 

M:r. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (S. 1912) granting an increase of pension 
to William Irving; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

SARAH J. TOIIIPKINS. 

1\fr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (S. 1967) granting a. pension to Sarah J. 
Tompkins; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

D. P. HOUG~'"D. 

Mr. l\-10RRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (S. 2230) granting a pension to D. P. 
Hougland; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

GEORGE W. DE MOTTE. 

Mr. _MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (S. 2108) gmntiug a pension to George 
W. De Motte; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 
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JOSEPH B. TINGLEY. 

Mr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re· 
ported back favorably the bill (S. 1267) granting a pension to Joseph 
B. Tingley; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

JOSEPH W. EUBANK. 

Mr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
porte<l back favorably the bill (S. 1018) granting a pension to Joseph 
W. Eubank; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, wit.h the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

THEODORE GARDNER. 

1\Ir. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (S. 1737) granting a pension to Theodore 
Gardner; which was referred to the Committee of the Wbole House on 
the l'ri vate Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

SHELTON FLANINGAl\1. 

Mr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (S. 1266) granting a pension to Shelton 
Flaning:un; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 

- on the Private Calend:tt, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

MRS. HETTIE K. PAINTER. 

Mr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back the bill (H. R. 3839) granting a pension to Mrs. Hettie K. 
Painter, with the recommendation that the amendment of the Senate 
be non-concurred in, and that the request of the Senate for a conference 
be granted. 

The bill, with the accompanying 1·eport, was referred to the Commit
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM M. DAVIS. 

Mr. MORRILL also, from tha Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back favorably the bill (S. 1744) granting a pension to William 
M. Davis; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

J. ROOK WILLIAMSON. 

Mr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1687) to re
store J. Rock Williamson to the pension-roll; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JOEL B. MORTON. 

Mr. MORRILL also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 432) for the 
1·elief of Joel B. Morton; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

EMILY M 1CLUEE. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. D. 8884) granting· 
a pension to Emily McClure; which was referred to. the Committee of 
the Whqle House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

MAllG.ARET LAHEY. 

Mr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 9523) for 
the relief of 1\fargaret Lahey; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Wbole House on the Private Calendar, :md, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

ROSA~"'"NA. K. GRIFFIN. 

1\lr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 4785) 
granting a pension to ·Rosanna K. Griffin; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Pri mte Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JULIUS 0. MONSON. 

Mr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 808) grant· 
ing a pension to Julius C. Monson; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany
ing report, ordered to be printed. -

ing a peD.sion to Mary J. McGregor; which was referred to the Com· 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

SARAH A. WILOOX. 

Mr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re· 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 802) grant
ing an increase of pension to Sarah A. Wilcox, now Roberts; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the Private Calen
dar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

MRS. 1\.IARY HEAP NICHOLSON. 

Mr. S.A WYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1831) granting 
a pension to Mrs. 1\Iary Heap Nicholson; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole Honse on the Private Calendnr, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JUDSON KNIGHT. 

Mr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1192) grant-
ing a pimsion to Judson Knight; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany· 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

AMANDA W. BEAOH. 

Mr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 2255) grant
ing a pension to Amanda W. Beach; which was referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN R. WHEELOCK. 

Mr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re· 
ported back with a fuvorable recommendation the bill (S. 1193) grant
ing a pension to John R. Wheelock; which was referred to the Commit-. 
tee of the Whole Honse on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

1\IRS. AURELIA. HILLYER. 

1\Ir. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 2151) grant
ing a pension to Mrs . .Aurelia Hillyer; which was refened to the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

RAOHEL PLUMMER. 

Mr. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
P9rted back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 2183) gmnt
ing a pension to Ra!!hel Plummer; which was referred to the Commit
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and,:with the accom
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

::MARY M. BRIGGS. 

1\Ir. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with an amendment the bill (S. 899) for the relief of Mary 
U. Briggs; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the amendment and accompanying 
1·eport, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

1\Ir. SAWYER also, from the Committee on In valid Pensions, re
ported back with adverse recommendations bills of the following titles; 
which were Jaid on the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to 
be printed: 

A bill (S. 897) for the relief of Rev. Corydon Millard; 
A bill (S. 2375) granting a pension to Joseph 1\IcGnckian; 
A bill (S. 104.1) granting a pension to Mary E. Walker, 1\f. D.; 
A bill (S. 8-22) granting ·a pension to Sarah Errickson, widow of 

James S. Errickson, late seaman United States Navy; 
A bill (S. 817) granting a pension to lleter Stusse; and 
A bill (S. 830) granting a pension to David Williams. 

GEORGE C. CHASE. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a fa.vorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 9119) granting 
a pension to George C. Chase; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and: with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

JAM.ES E . GOTT. 

Mr. GALLINGER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with a .fuvomble recommendation the bill (S. 1539) to in
crease the pension of James E. Gott; which was referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

MARY J. M'GREGOR. KEZIAH E. STRONG. 

1\Ir. SAWYER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- .Mr. GALLINGER also, f1·om the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
porte~ back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 2331) grant- reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1142) 

• 
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granting a pension to Keziah E. Strong; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

SARAH F. JONES. 

Mr. GALLINGER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported ba<!k with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 886) grant
ing a pension to Sarah F. Jones; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompa
nying report, ordered to be printed. 

SARAH ANN KOE. 

Mr. FRENCH, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 8763) granting 
a pension to Sarah Ann Noe; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

SARAH ANN WATERS. 

ltfr. FRENCH also, ii·om the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
l10rted back with -a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1258) grant
ing a pension to Sarah Ann Waters; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole Honse on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

1\IRS. ELLEN COURTNEY. 

lt.fr. FRENCH n.l~o, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, repo}:'ted 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1942) granting a pen
sion to Mrs. Ellen Courtney; which was referred to the Committee of 
t,he Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompn.ny
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

ALPHONZO H . MELENDY. 

Mi. FRENCH also, from theCommitteeoninvalidPensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1159) granting a pen
sion to Alphonzo H. Melendy; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. FRENCH also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with an adverse recommendation the bill (S. 1919) granting a pen
sion to John Fox; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying 
report ordered to be printed. 

JAliiES W. POAG. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 9170) granting 
a pension to James W. Poag; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

MARSHALL BURTRAM. 

1\fr. HUNTER also, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re
ported back with an amendment the bill (H. R 9029) for the relief of 
Marshall Burtram; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the amendment and accom
panYing report, ordered to be printed. 

REFORM SCHOOL FOR GIRLS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. LEE, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 1361) to incor
porate the Reform School for Girls of the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the Private Cal
endar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JESSE MARION. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of California, from the Committee on Invalid Pen
sions, reported back with amendment the bill (H. R. 6383) for there
lief of Jesse Marion; which was 10ferred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

ENOCH G • .ADAMS. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Ohio, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported back favorably the bill (S. 692) granting an increase of pen
sion to Enoch G. Adams; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH WIRTH. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Ohio, also, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported back with amendment the bill (S. 2033) granting a 
pension to Joseph Wirth; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

EVENING SESSIONS FOR PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. LANHAM. Mr. Speaker, before making the usual motion to 
go into Committ-ee of the Whole for the consideration of business upon 
the Private Calendar, I desire to ask unanimous consent of the House 

for the present consideration of a resolution which I will send to the 
Clerk's -desk, the object of which 'is to set apart three evening sessions 
for the consideration of bills upon the Private Calendar. The situation 
is this: There are one hundred and forty-two bills reported from the 
Committee on Claims upon the Private Calendar. Most of them are in 
my judgment meritorious and ought to be passed, and I think there 
are very few of them that will provoke any serious ru:tagonism. As 
gentlemen of the House well know, heretofore the time set apart for the 
consideration of private business has been in the main absorbed by the 
consideration of bills reported from the Committee on War Claims in· 
vol ving reports from the Court of Claims, and unless some arrangement 
like that contemplated in this resolution can be made, I see no prospect 
of obtaining consideration of the bills reported from the Committee on 
Claims. At the evening sessions we are usually able to accomplish 
much more in the way of the dispatch of business than at the regular 
Friday sessions. I now send the resolution to the Clerk's desk and ask 
unanimous consent for its nresent consideration. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to reserve the right to object. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have a right to object after 

the resolution is read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That on 'Wednesday, the 25th of April, and on the first and second 
Wednesdays in l'.Iay following, the House will take a rece sat 5 o'clock p.m. 
until 7.SO o'clock p. m.; the evening Ressions not to hold later than 11 o'clock 
p.m., and to be devo~d exclusively to the consideration of private bills re
ported from the Committee on Claims, in such order as the said committee may 
designate. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this resolution? 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that we are very 
far behind with the appropriation bills and that we have an important 
tariff measure under consideration, I must insist that that resolution be 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. LANHAM. The appropriation bills will not be considered at 
evening sessions. 

Mr. McMILLIN. There are a number of them that ought to be 
considered at evening sessions. 

M:r. SPRINGER. Is the gentleman from Texas [Mr. LANHAM] 
willing to say that in case this order which he proposes is ma~e by the 
House he will be willing to give up the Friday sessions? 

Mr. LANHAM. There are other committees than the Committee 
on Claims interested in the Friday sessions for private business, and, 
of course, I can not undertake to make any agreement of that sort. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The p:entleman ought to include in his reso
lution business from the Committee on War Claims. 

Mr. LANHAM:. Mr. Speaker, in view of the objections made, I ask 
that the resolution be referred to the Committee on Rules. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, obtained indefinite leave ot 
absence on account of sickness. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

By unanimous consent the Committee on Claims was discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 7844) to :fix the salary 
and fees of the clerk of the circuit and district courts at Paducah, Ky., 
and it was referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart. 
ment of Justice .• 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Ur. LANHAM:. I move that the House now resolve itself into Com
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of bills on the Private Cal
endar. 

Ur. BLANCHARD. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. If the motion of the gentleman from 'l'exas 

[Mr. LANHAM] is voted down, will it be permissible to go on with the 
general business of the House? 

The SPEAKER. The rule provides that in case the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on Friday for the consideration of private 
business is not agreed to by the Honse, public business shall proceed 
as on other days. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Then would it be permissible for me to move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, announcing my purpose to be to move to take up the 
river and harbor bill? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would be in order. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I 1-ise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BLOUNT. If the House shall decide to go into Committee of 

the Whole, will not the regular order be to take up the regular appro
priation bills in their order on the Calendar? 

The SPEAKER. Bills will be taken up in the order in which 
they stand, general appropriation bills, of course, having the prefer· 
ence. 

Mr. FORAN. Mr. Speaker, I give notice that if the motion is made 
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whicc the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD] indicates, I 
will move to take up the pE>nsion appropriation bill. It can be disposed 
of in an hour. 

Mr. LANHAM. .Mr. Speaker, in the midst of this controversy among 
gentlemen who represent such important bills, I think it would be well 
for the House to give this day to the consideration of private bills. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. LANHAl\f that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the consideration of bills on the Private Calendar, and the 
Speaker declared that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. LANHAM:. I ask for a. division. 
The House divided; and there were-ayes 66, nays 90. 
Mr. LANHAM. The House having refused to give us evening ses

sions for t he consideration of hills reported from the Committee on 
Claims, I wish to test this question further by asking for a yea-and-nay 
vote. 

On ordering the yeas and nays there were-ayes 34,. noes 114. · 
So (one-fifth of those present having voted in the affirmative) the 

yeas and nays were ordered. 
l\Ir. LANHAM. Mr. Speaker, inasmuch as there is so large a ma

jority against my motion, I will, if there be no objection, withdd.~ow 
the demand for the yeas and nays. 

:Mr. STONE, of Kentucky. I object. 
Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, is it in order to move to reconsider the 

vote by which the yeas and nays were ordered? . 
The SPEAKER. That can be done. 
Mr. LONG. I make that motion. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to. • 
The SPEAKER. Unless the demand for the yeas and nays is re

newed, the noes have it; and the motion of the gentleman from Texas 
[l\Ir. LANHAM] that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
·whole for the consideration of business on the Privat.e Calendar is not 
agreed to. 

l\Ir. BLANCHARD. I move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of. the Union, announcing it as my 
purpose to call up the river and harbor bill. 

·The motion of J\fr. BLANCHARD was agreed to. 

For stationery and other expenses· the amount appropriated last year 
was $12,000; the estimate for the coming year is $20,000; the amount 
appropriated in this bill is $15,000. 

The appropriation for rent remains the same. In the-paragraph with 
respect to rents it is proposed, byamendments made by the committee 
since the printing of the bill, that the words "where possible," refer
ring to the provision that tb.e Secretary of the Treasury set apart in the 
public buildings under his control suitable rooms for the pension agen
cies, be stricken out. It has been reported by the Commissioner of 
Pensions that the Secretary of the Treasury does not manifest any great 
desire to provide the pension agencies in the various cities with rooms 
in the public buildings. Therefore the committee believed it would be 
wise to strike out these words, thus making it mandatory upon the Sec
retary of the Tr~asury to furnish to the pensiott agencies rooms in the 
public buildings, thereby doing away with this expenditure of$20,000 
for rent. 

The Commissioner of Pensions in his report asked for additional 
agencies. The committee did not think :fit to grant that request, and 
no provision of that kind appears in the bill. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I know of nothing further which is necessary 
to be stated in explanation of the bill. How much of my time re
mains? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman desire to reserve the residue 
of his time? 

Mr. FORAN. Certainly. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has fifty-two minutes remaining. 
Mr. FORAN. I yield forty minutes to the gentleman from Iowa 

. (Mr. HENDERSON]. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I prefer to take the floor in my own 

right. 
Ur. FORAN. All right; then I reserve my time. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. ?fir. Chairman, I de.<Jire to submit a 

few observations in connection with this bill. One point I think the 
Administration ought to be informed upon has come to my notice, sug
gested by the action of this House quite recently; that is, the resolu
tions and action which took place in regard to the act of March 3, 1881, 
in reference to 

THE PURCHASE OF BONDS. The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, l\Ir. HATCH in the chair. 

PEN~ION APPROPRIATION BILL. It will be remembered by the House that this Administration found 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the title of the :first bill difficulty in buying bonds and relieving the Treasury of its surplus be-

in 
0 

de cause the power conferred upon him was found in an appropriation bill. 
T~e ~erk read as follows: N<:_w I discover in exam~in~ t~e a~rears act which passed January.25, 
A bill (H. R. 5445) making appropriations for the payment of invalid and other 18 19, tha.t there was no hnntation ~ that ~ct whatever as to ~he. tu?-e 

pensions of the United States for the fiscal year ending June 30 1889 and for when claims should be :filed or considered In order to come Within Its 
other purposes. ' ' ' I provisions. The only limitation which was ever placed on the arrear

Mr. FORAN. Ur. Chairman, we are ready to proceed with the con- ages act is found in an appropriation bill which passed on :March 3, 1879. 
siderat~on of that bill. It wa-s the act which appropriated the money to meet the requirements 

Mr. BLANCHARD. How long will this bill probably take? ofarrearages of pensions amounting to $25,000,000. 
1\Ir. FORAN. I think not more than an hour. Hence we have no law to U;l.terfere with the allowance of arrearages 
M.r. BLANCHARD. In view of that statement I will not object to of pensions except that which is found in an appropriation bill. And 

the consideration of this bill. I feel it to be my duty to call the attention of the Administration to 
The CHAIRl\I.AN. The Clerk will read the bill. this fact, because if he had trouble in buying bonds with the surplus in 
l\Ir. FORAN. I ask unanimous consent that the first reading of the the Treasury he should have equal difficulty to-day in denying arrear-

bill be dispensed with. ages of pensions. Ifhe could not without expression from the House 
There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. go into the markets and buy the bonds with the surplus he has no right, 
Mr. FORAN. l\Ir. Chairman, I can, in a very few moments, make this Administration has no right, if it is to be logical and consistent, to 

all the explanatipn I think necessary in regard to this bill. The pen- withhold arrearages of pensions which are claimed under the act of Jan
sion appropriation bill oflast year apprQpriated $76,276,500, excluding uary 25, 1879. And I appeal to this Administration to be consistent 
the appropriation of $6,900,000 which was made for pensions arising out and to come up "like a little man" and allow arrearages of pensions 

. of the Mexican war. T,Pe Commissioner of Pensions estimates that of to the boys who filed their claims within the provisions of the act. 
this sum of$6,900,000, $4,395,000 will remain unexpended at the end Thatcertainlyshould be done, ifheistobeconsistent, untiladeclaratory 
of the fiscal year; so that the amount expended for pensions during this act is passed saying that he may be governed by the provisions of the 
fiscal year will be $78,772,500. appropriation bill. The rule that the Administmtion applied for the 

The present bill appropriates $80,286,500, being an increase of $1,- benefit of the money-lender should have the same consideration in be-
514, 000 over the appropriations of last year. This increase is made half of the soldiers. 
necessary by the increase in the number of pensioners. The net in- I beg to call attention to another matter. I :find that there is a great 
crease during the year1887was 40,224 pensioners ; and it is fair to pre- anxiety on the part of my Democratic brethren not only throughout 
some that the increase during the year 1888 will be equally large. The the country, or I should say in the North, but among our good brethren 
Commissioner of Pensions estimates that there will be placed upon the here in this House, in which they claim to be the special champions of 
·pension-roll during the coming year at least 10,000 pensioners of the the soldiers. I hate to get into this kind of controversy, but they have 
Mexican war in addition to those of the late war. forced it upon us. I think my eloquent and great-hearted friend from 

In other respects this bill is substantially the same as the bill of last Michigan [Mr. TARSNEY]-I do not see his heart-warming countenance 
year. It appropriates for invalid pensions on account of the late war before me just now-made some generous claims on behalf of the De
'$75,000,000. Some gentlemen may think that the estimate embraced mocracy on this floor. Yes, I see him now, and I feel better. 
~the Book of Estimates, wh!ch simply estimated $75, 000~000 for pen- I cah h..i&~ttention, as well as the attention of the House, to a few 
swns, was somewhat of a mistake o~ blunder; but! think the trouble facts. The claim is being made that the soldierisgetting much better 
arose from the fact that the officers m the Treasury Department did recognition from our Democratic friends than they did from theRe
not seem to ~nderstand that the balance of the appropriation for pensions publicans, ~nd the fact is referred to that so many more claims are al
of the Mencan war would revert to the Treasury, or be covered into ]owed under a Democratic administration. Now, let us look at the 
he Treasury at the end of the fiscal year. facts. 

':!-'he amo~nt appropriated for clerk-hire last year was $162,000; the It is proper to be considered in this connection, and I am not going 
estimate ~hiS year was $198,~00; the amount .appropriated is ~178,00~. to detract from what is being done by the Democratic administration, 

.Accordmg to the explanatiOn of the Commissioner of Pens10ns, th1s so far as they do it; but I do not want these wholesale claims to go to 
large incre~e is necessary by reason of the large increase in the num- the country without an analysis of them. I want to contrast some of 
ber of pensioners. the increases and allowances from year to year on the pension-c:oll. 

XIX-199 
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Let us look at the annual increases in the issuing of certificates of 
pensions under the two administrations. Here are several of them: 
1860 ................................ $1.!!6, 723 1882 ................................ $285, 6!17 
1865...... ............ ....... ...... 85, 9 6 1881. ............................... 2GB, 830 

--- S!O, 'i36 --- $1.6, 867 
1867 ...... ...... .................. .. 153, 183 1883 ............................... 303, 658 
1866 ..................... ............ 126,722 1882 ................................ 285, 6!17 

26,461 17,961 
1884 ...... :" .. ....................... 322,756 1868 ................................ 169,6!3 

1867 .................... : ........... 153,183 1883 ................................ 303, 658 
16,460 

1885 .... .. ......... .. ............... 345,125 1869................. ... .... .. . .. ... 187' 963 
19,098 

1884 ............. . ................ 3!?2, 756 
22,369 

1868..... .... .. ... .... .. .. . . .. ... ... 169, 643 
18,320 

1886..... ... .... ..... .. .. . ... .. ... .. 365, 783 
1885 ................................ 345,125 

1872 ....... .................... ..... 232,229 
1871. ............................... 207,495 

24,734 
1879 ................................ 2-12,755 1887 ............... .. .. .... .. ....... 406, ffJ7 

20,658 

1878 ................................ 223,998 1886 ................................ 365,783 
. 18, 'i57 40, 224 

From 1884 to 1885, the last year under Republi<>.an administration, 
and after the arrearages act went into operation, there was an increase 
of 22,369, and from 1885 to 18B6, the first whole year under aDem
ocratic administration, there were 20,658. The last year, from 1886 to 
1887, there were 40,224, which, according to the report of the Com
missioner of Pensions, includes 8,455 certificates granted under the 
Mexican pension act, passed Jrumary 29, 1887, leaving 31,769 allowed 
to other pension claimants. It will be seen that 40,736 was the largest 
increase in any one year, and that was by the Republicans. 

Now, in this connection let me invite the attention of the Honse to 
the last report of the Commissioner of Pensions, to be found on page 
35. In order to judge of what is being done under this head attention 
must be given to the claims which have been filed, and this report, on 
the page I have cited, shows that the claims filed annually, running up 
until the arrearages act was passed, ran along at 20,000, 26,000, once 
43,000, 18,000, 16,000, 18,000, 22,000, and so on until we reached the 
year 1880, after the passage of the arrearages act. 

That year, Mr. Chairman, there were filed 141,000 claims, which 
were suddenly dumped into the Pension Office for consideration. From 
that time on a large number of claims were filed. The next year it 
reached 48,000; then 41,000, 40,000, 49,000, and the last fiscal year, 
ending June 30, 1887, it reached 72,000, the increase evidently being 
made in that case by the filing of Mexican pension claims. 

Now, what I desire to invite the attention of the House and of the 
country to specially is the fact that, when you consider the claims filed 
in the Pension Office in connection with the certificates allowed, the 
record of the Republican party and its administrations stand unchal
lenged for faithfulness to the interests of the soldier, and I defy the 
Democracy to make a comparison unfavorable to the Republicans. 

Let me now call your attention to still another fact in this connec
tion. In the Forty-seventh Congress it was found that the arrearages 
act brought in so many claims that it was necessary to make a new pro
vision for their consideration. What was done to meet that increase? 
And by whom was it done? 

A little army of extra clerks was created for the purpose of strength
eningthe force of the Pension Office and enabling it to meet the increased 
demand upon the office. Not only that, but a. new system was inau
gurated, that of special examiners, to go out through the country and 
examine the claims filed, so that those reaching away back into the past 
ye!rs could be carefully scrutinized, and so that the Government would 
not be injured, and at the same time no injustice be done to the soldiers 
themselves. Now listen: The Forty-sixth Congress commenced by giv
ing an extra force of 141 additional clerks at a cost of $203,602, to meet 
the increased labor devolving upon the office. The Forty-seventh Con
gress, which was a Republican Congress, gave to the Pension Office 
proper- and all thos~ that I now refer to were given because of the 
necessities growing out of the arrearages act-as follows: 

Increase of clerical f01·ce f01· tlze fiscal year 1883, on account of tlw arrears
of-pensions act. 

Forty-seventh Congress. I Number. Amount. 

Pension Office ..... .. ................ - ......................................... · !177 Sl,1re,520 
Surgeon-General's Office................... . .............................. 166 224,290 

~~j~~~;~f'~~~~s 00~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::: 1~ 2~; ~ 
Second Comptroller's Office.................... .. ....................... 8 13, 600 
Secon d Auditor's Office ... ......... ..... .. .. ......... ......... ...... ...... 20 24, 000 
Third Auditor's Office.. .............................................. ...... 20 27,400 

Totnl ............................... ...... :....... . ...................... .... 1,3701 1,667,550 

For the fisc.."\1 year 1882 an additional force was given in the Pension 
Office as follows: 141 persons, at a cost of $203,620; being in all in 
that Congress a force of 1,370 extra clerks, at a cost of $1,667,550. 

Now it will be seen, Mr. Chairman, that the Congress of the United 
States, a Republican Congress, provided, owing to t.he necessities of the 
arrea.rages act, and with generous regard to old soldiers, an army of 
1,370 men, costing $1,677,550, in addition to the regular force. The 
special examiners' bureau was organized and set at work. The claims 
were coming in rapidly after 1880, under the influence of the arrears 

act. The special examiners were out in the field. Their proofs were 
being filed, and their reports were being given to the office and under
going examination. In 1885, when you gentlemen came into power, 
you found the fruits of this work almost ripe for your hands, with 
claims ready to be adjudicated and allowed; and now, when those le
gitimate and logical results, coming from Republican legislation, are 
being realized, I submit to the fair-mindedjudgment of this House 
and the country whether in justice the claim can be made, which is 
being made in behaJ.f of my brethren who are. .now running the Gov
ernment, that they aTe doing more for the old soldiers than the Repub
licans did? All the facts are against you. 

These, sir, are a few of the facts to which I desire to call attention, 
because I want you gentlemen on the Democratic side to take them 
home with you to your districts and get them straighter in the coming 
fall campaign than you have in the past. 

But there is a third matter to which I wish to C.C'l.ll the attention of 
the House; and I de:sire particularly the attention of my Democratic 
friends. 

THE MEXICAN PENSION DILL 

was enacted and put into operation, and we have the statement here 
from the Commissioner of Pensions showing that on January 1, 1888, 
certificates bad been issued to 13,412 Mexican pension claimants. He 
estimated that there would be allowed up to June 30, 1 88, 5,000 more, 
and from J nne 30, 18AA, to June 30, 1889, 10,000 more, and the Com
missioner estimates that 28,412 will be the total number of certific..1.tes 
allowed to the Mexican soldiers, and, also, that after June 30, 1889, 
no new claims will be filed. There has been a wonderful amount of 
activity in conn~tion with this Mexican pension bill, the benefits of 
which go mostly to the South. And I want to make this declaration 
here and now, for the consideration of my friends across the aisle, that 
so rapid was the Pension Bureau in re~gnizing this class of claiiDB that 
pensions were allowed before the claimants even had put in their claims 
in some cases; and certificates were issued to claimants where they did 
not know that they were applicants for them. Do you doubt that, my 
friends? 

A VOICE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Who does? 
1\Ir. TRACEY. Will the gentleman cite a case? 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Do you want an illustration? 
Mr. TRACEY. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I will accommodate the gentleman and 

give au illustration to my Democratic brother. I like inquiring minds 
a.nd always enjoy satisfying them when I can. 

Mr. Chairman, before I give the illustration I desire to call attention 
to a. provision of the Mexican pension act. I will read from section 
3. Before I do so I want to invite the attention of the House to the 
point I am going to make; tha.t is, that the law requires that claims 
shall be filed and the proof made before allowances are granted. I will 
read from section 3: 

SEo. 3. That before the name of any person shall be placed on the pension-roll 
under this act proof shall be made, under such rules and regulations as the Sec
retary of the Interior may prescribe, of the right of the applicant to a. pension; 
and any person who shall falsely and corruptly take any oath required under 
this act shall be deemed guilty of perjury. 

It will be observed that by the law an application under oath is re
quired before a certificate can be granted. Now I will ask the Clerk, 
whose voice ri vaJs mine in power and clearness, to read the article I send 
up, from a Chicago paper. 

Mr. WASHINGTON. A Chicago paper! Oh, Lor~! 
1\Ir. HENDERSON, of Iowa. You are taking that name in vain. 

Hear this. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

COLONEL MORRISON'S PEb"'SION. 
Some weeks ago Commissioner of Pensions Black instructed one of his clerks 

to issue a pension certificate to Hon. 'Villiam R. Morrison. The clerk looked 
over the list of applicants and informed General Black that the name of Mr. 
Morrison did not appear thereon. 

"That makes no difference," said the Commissioner. "1\Ir. Morrison served 
over sixty days in the Mexican war, and, being over sixty-two years of age, is 
entitled to a pension of$8 a month under the act of last January. Make out his 
certificate." 

The clerk did as instructed, and the document entitling the Interstate Com
merce Commissioner to draw $96 per annum was made out in due and approved 
legal form and transmitted to the beneficiary. Colonel Morrison perused the 
document, and, quietly folding it up, placed it in ·an Interstate Comm~rce en
velope of official size and returned it to the Pension Office, accompanied by a 
terse little note, which stated that he had never applied for a pension and did 
not desire one, expressing at the same time his thanks for the unsolicited favor. 
As Colonell\Iorrison is without means, so to speak. outside of his salary, his 
action is highly commended by old-time patriots. Ninety-six dollars per year 
will buy shoes, flavored with a slight modicum of hats. 

Mr. BLAND. That, I presume, is the first ever returned. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. It is not a Democratic fault to return 

donations of that kind. 
Mr. BLAND. I never heard before of one being returned. 
:Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I never did. I now ask the Clerk to 

read this communication also, which I send to the desk. 
Mr. MACDONALD. I ask the gentleman from Iowa, do you sup

pose he would have refused it if he had been a Republican? 
Mr. HENDERSO:N, of Iowa. I do not know; but this I do know, 

that Colonel :Monison never asked for the certificate, and if my friend 
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was a.~ sensitive about the administration of the Pension Office as he is 
eag&r to be smart this morning he would be giving his attention to 
what I am submitting to the House. 

Mr. MACDONALD. Your friend is smart enough to say, I do not 
believe that newspaper article states what is true. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I do believe it; and now I will have 
read a letter from Colonel Morrison : 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Octobe1· 22,1887. 
DEAl!. MADAJII: The inclosed certificate of SS per month pension from Sep

tember 14, 1887, to me for services as private soldier in the 1\Iexican war, sent 
by you to my home at Waterloo, Ill., was received here yesterday. I am at a 
loss to know how it came to be issued. I have never applied for a pension nor 
taken any of the steps prescribed by law for obtaining one, and do not contem
plate doing so under present circumstances. I therefore return the certificate to 
you. 

Respectfully yours, 
W. R. MORRISON. 

Mrs. MARIAN A. MULLIGAN, 
Um:ted States Pexsion Agent, Chicago, Ia. 

Mr. ~IACDONALD. After hearing that read I have nothing more 
to say. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. There is a man that comes from the 
honest West. Now, Mr. Chairman, ifthereisany gentleman here who 
denies that, I will be glad to have him speak. 

Jltfr. OUTHWAITE. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
Mr. HENDERSON, ofiowa. Yes, sir. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. You said that pension certificates, using the 

plural number, were issued. Will you prove another one now? 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Aha! My friend is anxious for more 

evidence. Dispose of the one nut you have got to cracK before you ask 
for a bushel of them. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I am anxious you should be kept to the truth. 
Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. You are anxious for truth? I want 

truth to come from your pious Commissioner, who started out in his 
administration of that office by charging against a faithful ~d untiring 
officer and brother soldier, whohadleftapart ofhisbodyon the battle
field, General Dudley, that in the administration of the Pension Office, 
from turret to foundation-stone, ''it was used for political purposes.'' 

Mr. OUTHW AIJ_'E. And did he not prove it to the satisfaction of 
the country? · 

:Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. No, sir; never! Thatsamegentleman 
stands convicted on Democratic authority of violating the terms of the 
law and unlawfully issuing a certificate to a Democraticchiefwho was 
too high and clean to become a party to the transaction. · How many 
more of these have been issued is onl:r known to those who are running 
this kind of a machine. And I hear no Democrat in this Chamber ris
ing and condemning that sort or'thing; but cutting, petty little ques
tions are sought to be interjected. 

Gentlemen, if you are against such thinga rise up and condemn them. 
This man who ente1ed upon the discharge of his duties with a heaven
erected face is caught in a Democratic trap as one who has got lower 
down in struggling for political influence than any bureau officer I have 
ever known. Am I outside the record ? If so, fight it out among your
selves, boys. It is a Democratic witness testifying against a Democratic 
Commissioner, and ''the devil take the hindmost." One thing is sure, 
no one ever heard of a pension being given unasked to any soldier of the 
late war, and 414,252 remain undisposed of. 

I yield the balance of my time to tb~ gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
HOVEY]. 

Mr. HOVEY. Mr. Chairman, the bill under consideration provides 
fo,r two classes of expenditures: 

1. Making appropriations for the payment of invalid and other pen
sions of the United States for the'fiscal year ending June 30, 1889. 

2. For examining surgeons, pension agents, clerk-hire, fuel, lights, 
stationery, etc., and rents, $1,275,500. 

I have no hesitation in supporting the first provision, and would vote 
for it if it had been much greater, but I must confess that I sustain the 
second class, under our present pension laws, with great reluctance. 

If the simple and just rule of permitting a soldier's honorable dis
charge to be his pension certificate had been adopted, more than $1, 000,-
000 of useless expenses would have been annually saved, and could have 
been more justly applied for the relief of our soldiers and sailorE. 

Mr. Chairman, the petitions of many thousands of ex-soldiers have 
called upon this House for justice, for relief, and legislation. We have 
been over four months in session with hundreds of bills referred to the 
committees, but both the committees and the House seem deaf to the call 
ofthemen "whofreserved usa nation." Ineednotaskyou, sir, whatis 
the cause of this 'masterly inactivity.'' Every intelligent man on this 
floor now knows that from those committees and this House legisla
tion in fa Tor of ex-soldiers is not to be expected this session. No bills 
will be allowed to be discussed before this House that will give our 
soldiers even the shadow of justice. Over two hundred general bills 
have been smother:ed, and not even laid upon the table, until now, like 
Desdemona, they are dead, dead, dead. Nor can they be resurrected 
or allowed to be discussed or voted on this session. It will look to in
telligent men outside this Chamber that they have been withheld and 
purposely crowded out. The cunningly-devised rules of this House 
have been so framed that the voice of the people in the mouths of a 
minority is suppressed and silent. No difference what the outside 

world. may feel or think, the majority here can deny them all legisla-
tion and discussion. · 

On the 4th of January last I offered a service-pension bill, No. 1320, 
granting a pension of $8 per month for life to every honorably-dis
charged officer, soldier, or sailor. who had served in the Army of the 
United States not less than sixty days between March 4, 1861, and July 
1, 1865. This bill was the same day referred to the In valid Pensions 
Committee. On the same day I offered bill No. 1319, granting a bounty 
of 160 acres of land to every officer, s,oldier, an~ sailor en~ed in the 
military or naval services of the United States during the late rebellion 
of the so-called confederate States. On the 16th of Januarv last I of
fered a bill, No. 5052, '' to equalize the payment and do j usbce to the 
officers, soldiers, and sailors of the United Sta,tes in the late rebellion 
who were paid in currency commonly called ' greenbacks,' " which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

I had hoped that at least one of these bills might possibly meet with 
the favor of one of those omnipotent committees, and be reported to 
this House for fair discussion, so. that a vote on the ayes and noes might 
be taken; but, like many other bills which have been introduced for 
the relief of the ex-soldiers of the late rebellion, neither of them bas 
been reported; and they, too, have been smothered. or filed in the uu
rememberedpigeon-holes ofthe committee-rooms. Our ex-soldiers and 
sailors SQem to be forgotten. Even the President in his message made 
no)llusion to them, their services, or their sufferings, and his henchmen 
and partis:ms are following silently and closely in his footsteps. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions is composed of nine Democrats 
and six Republicans, the Committee on Public Lands nine Democrats 
andfiveRepublicans, and the Committee on Military Affairs eight Demo
crats and six Republicans, so that the Democrats of those committees 
have the power to report to this House any bill referred to them, or 
they can crush, by refusing to report, every bill offered in favor of the 
ex-soldier. The responsibility is theirs; and I assure them they will 
be well remembered hereafter by the men whose rights thl3y have so 
unfeelingly ignored. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it seems to me ·that the committees to whom 
those important bills have been referred dare not bring one ~f them be
fore this House for fair discussion and action. The people who do not 
understand the gag rules of thi3 House are watching with wonder and 
blaming their Repre...o:entatives for not forcing a vote on the most im
portant questions of the day. 

Let us have a full hearing and a fair vote on the bills I have offered, 
and the "Boys in Blue" next autumn will bury more Congressmen po
litically who vote against them than ever fell upon any field of battle. 
The people do not understand the meshes with which the majority of 
this House have entangled legislation. Sir, we may talk about the 
power of the veto, the power of the President, the power of the crowned 
heads of Europe, but I greatly doubt if either has as much power in 
directing and molding legislation as the Speaker of this House under 
the parliamentary rules which have been adopted. He forms and se
lects the committees at his pleasure, and can so compose and arrange 
them as to favor or defeat the most important legislation. No member 
can be heard without his consent, and he can refuse for a whole session 
to recognize or hear the ablest orators on this floor. . 

But we are asked, What have the ex-soldiers and sailors done that 
they now so imperatively demand legislation? The great ship called 
the "South" had lost her bearings and was drifting withoub compass 
or pilot, in storms and tempests, in the midst of rocks and shoals, near 
the great maelstrom of certain destruction. Her great danger was 
seen by thousands, who rushed to her rescue. Many perished in their 
gallant effort to save her, whilst thousands returned from that terrible 
storm wounded, maimed, and with broken and shattered constitutions. 
But they saved the old ship from destruction. They brought her 
safely out to navigable waters and into the open and placid seas of 
sunshine and prosperity. And now thesalvors of that old vessel come 
into this great court and ask that their services may be recognized by 
our Government, and for a small salvage that will keep many of the 
maimed and wounded from the chilling blasts of hunger and adversity. 
They are not asking alms, nor begging to be placed upon the lists of 
pensioners for charity; but they demand that all shall be treated alike 
for their gallant services. 

Would it be unjust to demand salvage from the owners of that old ship 
alone? No one asks it; but allshould willingly join in doing justice, 
and in conferring that honor upon them which their daring, teirh gal
lantry, their sufferings, and their sacrifices have so richly deserved. 

But now let us drop the metaphor and come down to realities. What 
would the North be to-day, and what would be the condition of the 
South bad a separation of the States been consummated? Does any 
reasonable man suppo e that the great Mil sissippi River, with its 20,000 
miles of tributary navigable waters, could be severed at Cairo and have 
peace in OJ.U land? Is the history of the settlement of the great West 
forgotten? Is it forgotten how Spain forbade the commerce of theW est 
from passing down that river to the Gulf of Mexico, and how nearly 
our country at that early day came to being torn asunder? 

Let us cast a retrospective glance at the condition of our country at 
tha.t time. One hundred years ago the 'Kingdom of Spain was the owner 
of the Louisiana territory, embracing New Orleans, the month of the 
Mississippi River, and a vast wilderness now covered by several States, 
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and containing more than one-fourth of the whole territory of the pres
ent limits of the United States. Immigration was rapidly filling the 
rich lands bordering on the Ohio, the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and 
the Wabash Rivers, and the first settlers were producing a large surplus 
annually of beef, corn, and pork, which could only find an outlet and 
market at New Orleans. 

Spain in 1784 had prohibited the navigation of the Mississippi River; 
and before that date bad levied taxes upon the produce sent to New 
Orleans to the amount.of 21 per cent. . The people of Tennessee, Ken
tucky, and the territory northwest of the Ohio River, rose in arms 
against this unnatural outrage, and demanded free navigation to the 
Gulf of Mexico, which was refused, and a large amount in value of the 
cargoes of our flat-boats was seized and confiscated by the Spanish au
thorities. General George Ro~rs Clark then raised a small number of 
armed men, and made reprisals from Spanish subjects, at Vincennes 
and other localities. At that time war with Spain seemed imminent. 
8ome of the older States sided with Spain, and desired if possible to force 
the commerce of the West into the Eastern cities. In this condition a 
separation of the West from the Eastern States was warmly discussed, 
and many able letters were printed and scattered, threatening secession 
and the aid of our old enemy, Great Britain, if the East did not join in 
shaking the Spanish shackles off of our Western commerce. 

In 1800 Spain, by a secret treaty made at San lldefonso, Qeded the 
whole of the Louisiana territory to France. When Jefferson, who was 
then President, discovered this secret treaty, he became alarmed and 
was fearful that trouble with France would ensue. He immediately 
wrote to Li-vingston, our minister at Paris. "There was," he said-, 
"one spot on the face of the earth so important to the United States 

- that whoever held it was, for that very reason, naturally and forever 
our enemy; and that spot was New Orleans. The day France took pos
session ofthat city the ancient friendship between her and the United 
States ended. Alliance with Great Britain became necessary, and the 
sentence that was to keep France below low-water mark became fixed.'' 
(Jefferson to Livingston, April18, 1802.) 

Jefferson then caused negotiations to be opened with France for the 
purchase of a small spot or territory near the mouth of our great river, 
to be used as a pla~e of outlet and deposit for the increasing surplus 
commerce of the West. James Monroe was sent as envoy extraordi
nary and minister plenipotentiary to the courts of Spain and France to 
aid our ministers, Livingston and Pickering, in negotiating the pur
chase. After much dallying with the artful Talleyrand, the whole of 
the Louisiana territory in 1803 was purchased for $15,000,000 from 
Nap<)leon Bonaparte, then First Consul of France. This produced 
great excitement in the Eastern States, and bitter partisan assaults 
were made upon Jefferson by the ablest orators and journals of that day. 
_ Among all the great statesmen of the past Jefferson was regarded as 

the strictest of the strict constructionists of our Constitution. He knew 
that under that instrument he bad no expressed power to make the 
purchase, but the necessity for the commerce of theW est and the pea~e 
of our country was so great that he dared to rise above the letter of 
that sacred instrument which the master minds of the world had made. 
He relied upon the good sense of the people to ratify the purchase, and 
it was done, and done to save the secession of the West from the East
ern States. He clearly foresaw that the commerce which floated on 
more than 20,000 miles of navigable rivers must pass unobstructed and 
unmolested to the sea. 

The wisest and most skillful surgeons in the world could not preserve 
life in the severed parts of the human body. The attempt to tie the 
arteries would be useless and ridiculous, and to cut the Uississippi in 
two parts or divide it between contiguous nations would be just as ab
surd and ridiculous. Blood would never cease to flow from such a sur
gical operation. Besides our great inland lakes and rivers that annu
ally transmit billions of dollars' wodh of produce through the throat 
of that great Father ofWaters, over 153,000 miles of railroad now, like 
hoops of steel, bind every part of this great country together. To binder 
the navigation of these streams and tear apart the steel ligaments that 
cover the land like:Uetwork would be as fatal to our nation as it would 
be to life to tear the strings, fibers, and arteries from the human heart. 

I have often wondered how intelligent men could even dream of di
·ding the Mississippi River, and how they could think it would be 

possible to rub the discordant institution of slavery along the rugged, 
solid, puritanical edges of the Northern States and even hope for peace. 

No, Mr. Chairman, the United States can never separate in peace. 
Separation would inevitably entail continual war. And now, as these 
great arteries and lines of commerce carry the productions of over sixty
three millions of people to and from the seas, from the North to the 
South, from the East to the West, let it be forever understood and re
membered, let it be shouted from the bouse-tops, from the lakes to the 
gulf, and from ocean to ocean, that we must not and can not separate 
the States of our great and glorious nation. The North could not sep
arate from the South with less injury than the South would suffer by 
sep aration from the North. 

But let us return from this brief digression to the consideration of 
the tights of our soldiers and sailors who prevented the suicid~ of our 
nation. What can pa.y them for their sufferings and sacrifices? There 
are men on this floor who in the bte war have stood nearly one hun-

I 

dred days in battle, in the rattle of musketry and the roar of cannon. 
What amount in money would induce them to pass again under such 
fiery ordeals? If this magnificent Capitol were solid gold, the poorest 
vetera.n would scorn the offer. · 

We are flippantly told that our pension laws are ample and the most 
beneficent in the world, and that no ex-soldier has the right to find 
the least fault with the generosity and paternal care of our Government. 

Yes, we have pension laws where the red-tape appendages, employes 
and machinery alone, not including any pensions, cost our Government 
over $1,000,000 annually to dole out a pittance that would starve a 
dog to thousands of helpless men, widows, and orphans. 

Sir, we ought to be ashamed of our niggardly legislation, for our 
nation is too great for such pitiful parsimony. The one hundred and 
fifty-one rounds in the Jacob's ladder which leads the veteran to the 
Pension Department are simply ridiculous. . 

I have read where the noble Brutus proposed to " coin his heart and 
drop his blood for drachmas," but it was restlrved for our Solons, who 
framed our pension laws, to measure the-value of our veterans' blood by 
the fraction of one copper cent ! = 

Only think of the blood and wounds of our soldiers being valued at 
$2.12! per month; at $2.66i per month; $4.66§- per month. The frac
tion of one copper cent by halves and thirds being set apart in :fifteen of 
the one hundred and fifty-one grades to our maimed, bt·oken-down, and 
wounded soldiers! These wise men must have had Shylock's famous 
"balance" to weigh their brother's blood, and after they had weighed 
the blood they must have examined every wound with a strong polit
ical miscroscope before they could figure pensions down. to the fraction 
of one copper cent ! 

I may say that the Commissioner of Pensions (General Black) was 
my comrade, as we were at one time in the same army, and I have 
always regarded him as a gallant soldier and entertained for him great 
respect. I blame him not in his official capacity, for I believe he has 
been only acting in obedience to the command of his superiors in office. 
By his last report, in June, 1887, he shows that there were then on the 
pension-rolls 1,131 persons who received $1 per month, 30,823 who re
ceived $2 per month, and 65,946 who received $4 per month, and on 
the pension-rolls to-day there are over 100,000 pers9ns who are now re
ceiving 3! to 13 cents per day! What magnificent generosity from a 
Government that has been saved and preserved by their valor, their 
sufferings, and their blood. These are some of the pensions about which 
we bear such loud and bombastic boastings. 

We are tauntingly told that our ex-soldiers should be more than 
thankful, and that no nation in tile world c.o'l.n show such a grand total 
of pensioners. Admitted, and why?. What wars in history can com
pare with our terrible rebellion? Many of the dark-haired boys of to
day can not realize, like their gray-haired fathers, that our war lasted 
four years with an army of 2,300,000 men in the field. They have 
never learned that in that war more battles were fought and more men 
slain and wounded than in any war recorded in the pages of reliab-le 
history . . These verdant orators and scribblers only need a little more 
loyalty to the Stars and Stripes and a little more humanity to bring 
them to their senses. 

Again, it is dogmatically alleged that our Government is not able to 
pay the large sums of money that a service pension, either per diem or · 
$8 a month, would require. There are about 1,000,000 surviving sol
diers, and no doubt the amou~t would seem large to the great mass of 
our people, when compared with the ordinary transactions of private 
life, but it i~; by no means alarming when we consider the vast resources 
and income of our Government. 

Our income now exceeds $402,000,000 per annum, or more than 
$1,100,000 for every day in the year. For the purpose of more fully 
understanding the resources and ability of our Government to pay large 
sums of money I will refer to our expenditures during the war period, 
from 1861 to 1865, both inclusive: 
1861..... ........... ....... .. ...•. .... ••. ....•... •. .... .... ..... .. .•.•...• .. . ....•• ...... ......... $85, 387, 313. 05 
1862 ......................................................................................... ...... 565,667,563.74 
1863 ................................................................. ····•• •....•..••••.••... ·•···• 899, 815, 911. 25 
1864 ····•••••••······ .............................................................................. 1, 295,541,114.86 
1865 ......................... ·····:············ ··-··· ······ ....................................... 1, 906,433,331. irl 

Total. .................. ................................................................. 4, 752, 845, 234. 27 

Being not far from one billion or one thousand millions a year. Of 
the foregoing amount the War and the Navy were as follows: 

1861 .. .............................................................. . 
1862 ................................................................ . 
1863 ................................................................ . 
1864 ............•..•••••..•.•............................ ............ 
1865 ................................................................ . 

War. 

$23, 001, 530. 67 
389,173,562.29 
603, 31 4, 4ll. 82 
690, 391, 048. 66 

1, 030, 690, 400. 06 

Navy .. 

~12. 387,156. 52 
42, 640, 353. 09 

. 63, 261, 235.31 
85, 704, 963. 74 

122,617,434. f17 
1-------- -----

Total...................................................... 2, 736, 570, 953. 50 326, 611, 142. 73 

RECAPITULATION. 

War ..•.•..••...•....•.•. •....•....................••••...........••••............••..••••• .•...• $2,736,570,953.50 
Navy........................................................................................... 326,611,142.73 

Total .................................................................................... 3 063 182 006. 2S 
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Our daily expenditures, including 1861 and 18G5, for 1,825 days, 

amounted to $2,604,298. 75. 
At the close of the war, in September, 1865, our national debt amounted 

to nearly $3,000,000,000 or more accurately speaking, $2,757,689,751, 
and we are now informed by the Secretary of the Treasury that that vast 
sum h:ts been reduced within twenty-three years, and he now reports: 
"Debt less cash in the Treasury April 1, 1888, $1,190,868,155.14." 
We are further informed that there is now ''total cash by Treasury state
ment, $678,293,954.53" in the Treasury of the United States. In other 
words, over $678,000,000 now lying in the vaults of the Treasury Depart· 
ment of the United States. Sir, I am one who can not clearly under
stand tbat ''a national debt is a national blessing,'' but I am fully con-. 
vinced that an overflowing surplus in our Treasury is a national curse. 
It begets wanton extravagance, corruption, and frauds, and stagnates the 
very life-blood of commerce. It is the stimulating cause of the wildest 
kind of legislation. All kinds of bills are presented to this House. One 
wants the rivers in his district straightened and deepened; another 
wants the mud dregged out of the shallow bays in the lakes or ocean 
bordering on the lands of his constituency. Others would levy or em
bank the Mississippi River 50 feet high from Cairo to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Others would swell the ocean with iron and steel clad ships of war, 
and some would pay large subsidies to merchant vessels to carry and 
peddle our wares and mercpandise among the nations of the earth, and 
then again there are others who would cut great ship-canals to connect 
the Lakes, the Mississippi and the St. Lawrence Rivers, from the Gulf 
of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. 

There are other claims that should. be preferred to any of these 
schemes, however wise or visionary they may be, and in my opinion our 
ex-soldiers and sailors' rights rise far above them all. Sir, if we had to 
even duplicate our national debt, the soldiers, like the bondholders, 
should be fully paid, and they should, for the short remnant of their 
shattered lives, be placed far above the confines of the poor-home. 1,Ve 
were told in the other end.ofthis Capitol a few days ago that there are 
nowin the poor-houses of this country and receiving charity more than 
twenty-eight thousand of our ex-soldiers. A full Army corps! Within 
ten short years the most of all that gallant host who marched to victory 
will have passed away and our great and prosperous nation ''will know 
them no more forever.'' Even the names of all our officers except a few 
may straggle a little way down the narrow and barren lane of history, 
but the great mass, like the dreams of bygone years, will be no longer 
remembered. 

There is another view which I wish to present. What do we hon
estly owe the ex-soldier? Not in gratitude alone, for payments in that 
r.oin are very uncertain in quantity and in quality; but what does our 
nation honestly owe him on the basis of man dealing with his fellow-
man? · 

The promises that were held out to our volunteers will not be denied 
or forgotton. As an inducement to join the Army promises were made 
by the press, by proclamations, by the orators of the day, and the 
people, pledging them all that their fathers had enjoyed before them. 
When they returned home they were to have land-warrants of 160 
acres. Every volunteer was to be pensioned for life, like his Revolu
tionary fathers and the soldiers of the war of 1812, and he was assured 
from the country cross-road bar-room to the sacred pulpit that if he 
fell in battle his family should become the wards of the nation and 
that no soldier's wife or child should suffer. All this and more was 
promised. 

To assure him of his pay, in September, 1861, General Scott, then 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United States, a.ddressed his 
soldiers by his famous Order No. 16: 

General Order No. 16. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

.Washington, September 3, 1861. 
The General-in-Chief is happy to announce that the Treasury Department, to 

meet the payment of the t-roops, is about to supply, besides coin as heretofore, 
Treasury notes, in fives, tens, and twenties, as good as gold, to all banks and 
Govern.ment offices throughout the United States, and most convenient for 
transmission by mail from ofttcers and men to their families at home. Good 
husbands, fathers, sons, and brothers, serving under the Stars and Stripes, will 
thus soon have a ready and safe means of relieving an immense amount of suf
fering which could not be relieved in coin. In making up such packages every 
officer may be relied upon, no doubt, for such assistance as may be needed by 
his men. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Scott. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant .A!ijutant-General. 

Non-combah\nts may have forgotten all these promises and induce
ments. but the soldier and the soldier's widow and orphans have not. 
I need not stop to ask honest men how these promises have been ful
filled. No land-warrant of 160 acres for the soldier, no pension like 
his father's, and instead of General Scott's paper that was to be as 
"good as gold," he was paid in depreciated "greenbacks," which were 
not worth on an average 60 cents to the dollar. This he was compelled 
to accept or receive nothing. He could not leave the Army and return 
home, for desertion in time of war meant dishonor and death. After 
he was mustered into the service he was compelled to serve or die, pay
m~nt or no payment, although his depreciated greenbacks would not 
buy the bread for his wife at home or clothe his cold and ill-clad chil-

dren. What a great change has taken place as to the rights of our sol
diers! 

For one day in battle or fom:.teen days' service in the Army our sol
diers, by acts of Congress passed before 1861, were each allowed a land 
warrant for 160 acres; but the soldier now of four years' service and a 
hundred days in battle, by the grace of this House, remains landless. 
And why? Not for the la.ck of public domain, for it is well known, 
as it was sung at the meetings to rally our volunteers, that ''Uncle 
Sam is rich enough to give us all a farm." 

The unsold public domain to-day is larger in area than the thirteen 
original States, and amounts to more than 1, 000,000,000 acres. Do not 
excuse yourselves by saying that the lands are worthless. If they are 
the Government will lose nothing, and the soldiers will fully under
stand your motives if you give or refuse their just demands. The pat
ent to them alone will be a patent of nobility, whetherit is spread upon 
a prairie of flowers or a barren mountain peak, for it will be an ac
knowledgment to them and their children of loyalty and honorable 
service; and.if theycannotfind lands that suit them they can frame their 
warrants and hang them ~n their houses as heirlooms for their posterity . 
They will be highly prized at no distant day and pointed to with pride. 
Do not deceive yourselves, Representatives, nor imagine that your mo
tives are not fully understood. Do not let greed, politics, and a ''solid 
South" make you forget the promises that have been made to our ex
soldiers. Remember the money or greenbacks you paid them is .not 
the money with which you paid the bondholders. Do not forget the 
rewards paid their fathers for one day in battle or fourteen days' serv
ice in the Army. 

Can our now proud and prosperous nation trample on her soldiers 
and sailors of the late rebellion and forget or refuse the fulfillment of 
these pledges and promises? Can our omnipotent committeeS Close the 
doors of legislation and refuse to report their bills for justice and 
relief, or by delay until this late hour cut off all argument and de
bate? 

We are constantly referred to Europe for comparisons of our pension 
and military departments. We are told that ours is far more expensiVe 
than theirs. That depends upon the manner in which the estimates 
are made. The standing armies of Europe in times of peace are now 
larger than they have ever been before. By the Encyclopredia Brit
annica (and you know encyclopedias have lately become very useful 
and of high authority) the standing armies in Europe in times of peace 
are estimated as follows: Great Britain, 190,000 officers and men; 
France, 450,000 officers and men; German Empire, 400,000 officers and 
men; Russia, 750,000 officers and men; Austria and Hungary, 275,000 
officers and men; Italy, 200,000 ·officers and men. But we know that 
since the publication of that encyclopedia the standing armies of 
France, Germany, and Russia all exceed more than 700,000 men each 
on wliat they call their standing armies iu times of peace. Now, bas
ing the costs of those armies on the value of human labor and the neces-. 
sary appliances and munitions for their use and establishment, and 
estimating such labo:r at $1 per day, such standing axmies would cost 
annually more than the income of our Government. I admit that no 
such :figures are found in their estimates and accounts; but when we 
compare them with our expenditures we forget the relative cost of labor 
and the munitions of war in Europe and in this country. We know 
such armies here, valuing the services of the soldiers and all necessary 
expenses, would far exceed our revenue. 

But we are relieved of all these heavy European burdens by a wise 
provision of our Constitution. By the eighth section, Article I, Con
gress is shorn o.f the power to make provision or appropriations for such 
an army. Our standing army is composed of our citizen soldierS, and 
may be found in the :fields of agriculture, in our manufactories, in our 
mines, in the shops of our mechanics, embracing all our laborers, mer
chants, business, and professional men. They cost our Government 
nothing as soldiers in times of peace, and are only paid when called 
into active service. We thus avoid the vast expenditures which are 
borne by the governments of Europe. Can we not be more than lib
eral to the men who voluntarily leave their homes to serve their coun
try under such a system? Col. E. H. Ropes, in the American Maga
zine, has so vividly and truthfully given us a picture of such service 
that I quote from his article: 

OUR DEBT OF HONOR. 

People have forgotten the nature of the service aske~ of and obtained from 
their soldiers. Let the reader think a moment what sacrifices would be in
volved if he, now reading this magazine comfortably by his winter fireside, 
should feel it to have become his duty to drop his business wholly; to say 
good-bye to wife and children, knowing the grave risks tha t he never would 
see them again upon earth; to leave his pleasures and home comforts, don a 
priva te soldier's uniform, submit to rigorous physical discipline, march by 
night and by day, be houseless in r a in and in snow, ofte n sleeping without 
shelter under a pouring sky; to live on the coarsest fare always, and frequently 
have an insufficient supply of that; to be post.ed as a picket by day and night 
in pestilential swamps and bottom lands; to risk the imminent peril of losing 
health and accepting the tender mercies of a field hospital; to enter upon cam
paign, skirmish, battle; day after day to see comrades drop down one by one; 
to take the chances of wounds by shell and bullet., of torture in a prison-pen, 
and of death by any of these means-imagine all this, and then say whether he 
would consider that his country had redeemed a pledge of" eternal gratitude." 
There 1s no need o rhetoric. This possible experier.ce is what hundreds of 
thousands of our brave boys actually endured. There is not a dash of added 
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somberness to the coloring. Here, then, is precisely the question that is plead- c 

ing for settlement at the hands of the American people of to-day. 

Where is the member of this House from the Northern States, Dem
ocrai; or Republican, who does not bo:u~t to his constituency that our 
ex-soldiers Fa.ved this Government in the late rebellion? If there be 
one such, let him dare deny it on this floor. Thousands of brave uud 
gallant men from the South now admit it. Saved our nation? Yes, 
these honeyed, flattering words are porued into the ea..-rs of our ex-sol
diers during the cam·ass for every important election. We will hear 
them again from our Democratic and Republican orators over hill and 
valley in 1888. Saved onr nation? Saved the North, saved the 
South? Yes, and prevented the pitiful spectacle of two contiguous 

• . and ever-belligerent republics imitating the battle of the Kilkenny 
cats, mth the scorn and scoffs of all the European nations, who loathe 
and hate our institutions, ringing londJy in our ears! 

Now, are all these boastings of our orators at our hustings true? If 
so, either section, North or Sou·th, could well afford to give to ottr ex
soldiers their just rights, if it should even double our debt. What 
untold billions have been saved, leaving out all the countless blessings 
which have followed peace and the solid union ·of our States. 

Men from different standpoints view objects n.t n. distance with very 
conflicting impressions. Sometimes the lenses through which they 
make their observations are imperfect or colored, and sometimes 'their 
positions are dissimilar and unfuvo:rable; n.nd it may be that they differ 
in the perfection of their visions. Be this as it m:rr, George Washing
ton and President Cleveland have viewed the.rigbts-of American soldiers 
in very different lights. One follght and suffered for the independence 
of the United States through a seven-years war, and was with his men 
in sunshine and storm; slept with them on the fields of battle, where 
the dead were lying cold and thlck around him. 

PresidentCleveland'sexperiencewas far different. He during our late 
revolution was no doubt faring sumptuously, snoring single and alone 
in his bed in Buffalo, and displaying all his chivalry and valor by 
proxy-by his hired substitute .I have no reflection to cast. up~n 
his substitute, for ;r have known some who were gallant sold1ers m 
battle. • 

Who understood the soldier-General Washington or President 
Olevel::md? 

A committee of our Army in 1778 called 'Upon Washington and made 
known their demands and sufferings. In his address to them he re
plied: 

It is not indeed consistent with reaaon or justice to expect tba;t one set of men 
shouid make a sacrifice of property, domestic en.se and happiness, encounter 
the rigors of the field, the perils and vicissitudes of war, to obtain those blessings 
which every citizen will enjoy in common with them without some adequate 
compensati,pn. It must also be a comfortless r6fl.ection to any man that after 
be may have contributed to securing the rights of his country, at the l'isk of 
life and the ruin of his fortune, there would be no provision made to prevent 
himself and family from f!inking into indigence and wretchedness -Journal of 

. Cona1·ess, volume 4, -page 211. 

Nearly five years after this, Uarch 18, 1783, Washington aga.in made 
an effort to have justice done to the officers and soldiers who had fought 
with him in the Revolution. In his comm'Uilicn,tion to tbe Pl'esi.dent of 
the Continental Congress he said: 

For if besides the simple payment of their wages a further compens;:ttion is 
not due to the sufferings and sacrifices of the officers, then have I been Irn5taken 
indeed. If the whole 11rmy have not merited whatever a grateful people can 
best-ow, then I have been beguiled by prejudice and bu.ilt opinio~ on the bRSis 
of error. If this country should not in the event perform ~verythmg: which has 
'been requested in the late memorial to Congre&:, then Will my belief become 
vrt i:n and the 'hope that has been excited void offeundation. And if, as ·has been 
suggested fm· the-purpose ofjnfl uenci:ng their passions, ''the officers of the Army 
are to be the only sufferers in the Revolution;" if retiling from the field they 
arc to gro}Y old in poverty, wretchedness, and cont~mpt; if they are to wad.e 
through tlle vile mh·e of despondency and owe the mtserable remnants of the1r 
life to charity which has'hUberto·been spent in honor, th~n Shf!-11 ~ ha.-ye learned 
w bat ingratitude is· then shall I have l'ealized a talc which Willimbltter every 
moment of my futu:e life. But I am under no such appl'ehension~. A country 
Tescued by theil' arms ft·om impending ruin will never leave unpa1d the debt of 
gratitude.-Bpark's Writings of Washington, volume 8, page 897 > Jow·nal of Oon
gres:;, pages 210, 211. 

Such was the 1ustice, the love, and the gratitude that swelled the 
heaTt of the Godlike Washington for his comrades and his soldiers. 
Pr~ident Cleveland, too, has shown how :his :heart beats for our soldiers. 
But he is now silent, and if he has any so.rrows, he keeps them to him
self, and the only evidence of his emotions is to be found in the great 
book so much admired in the solid South. .As long as print will last 
that book will never be forgotten. Of eonrse, -you understand I al
lude to that imperishable volume, conta,ining Iris 101 vetoes of pen
sion bills, which provided a pittance ford:isabletl soldiers, and widows 
mu1 orphans left helpless and destitute. There will soon be another 
edition~ 

The wit, force, andsm~casm of'those vetoes have no doubt been kee y 
fe1t by the sufferers, hnt will never be fully appreciated by his literu:ry 
admirers; and the economy ofwithholdtngcha:rity where-it was so much 
needed, with our great f!urplus in the TreasUTy, will .be one of the won
ders of the age. 

Wbat a contrast between the :first and lust Pn:!siaent of the United 
States ! Washington, a.t ilhe head of a nation with :m empty Treasury, 
without credit, and a ortb1ess currency, with a sparsely-settled 
o:nmtry, not exceeding four millions of people, begging, insisting, 

and demanding t~'l-t the officers and soldiers who served under him 
should be pensioned with full pay during the terms of their natural 
lives. 

Cleveland, -at the head of tl1e richest and greatest nation upon the 
face of the earth, containing a population of 63,000,000, with unbounded 
credit and resources, with a Treasnryfilled to repletion, and the vaults 
almost bursting witb gold and silver-Cleveland, stubborn, stem, and 
heartless, refusing even a mite of charity to the men who wrecikcd their 
fortunes and their constitutions that our Government might live. Cold, 
and nnsh" -en, with the greed of a mise1·, he has denied tbe demand of 
the people, and vetoed and trodden down the acts of the Senate and 
Honse of Uepresentati.ve.q of the people of the United States! 

When :pal!ty}lassionand all individuu1 llatre.ds shall have passed away 
the merciless pen of Truth will draw tho parallel and paint the con
trast. The only pallia.tive to the darkness of the picture will be found 
in the fact that Washington knew what tho services nncl sufferings of 
a soldier were and P.resident Cleveland did not. 

The weary march, day and night, through heat and cold, in dust, mud, 
snow, and nrin, with hunger and thirst and a damp earth for his bed; 
the lone, dark watch on the picket line of death; the skirmish, the 
battle, with its hail of muske--try and roar of cannon; the dead, the 
dying, _the wounded in the thick smoke of battle, may be faintly 
sketched by the poot, the orai01·, and the painter, bu:t can never be un
del'Stood or realized by any man who has not 1been a soldier in battle. 
I n.m slue Bresiden·t Cleveland can not. [Applause.] 

The following table and letters will explain tbemsel ves: 

Wages aj a soldier cluring tile wm·. 

[From the lect01·e of Com:rade James Winston, ofDoston.] 

March 1, 1862.......................... .. .. .. ...... ...... ...... ~6. 00 $26.00 ...... ... .............. . 
May 1, 1862... ........ ... .. .... .. ....... $1. 02t $0. 98 26. 00 25. d:8 $0. 52 $26. 52 
July 1, 1862........... .................. 1. 09! . 91 2'3. 00 23. G6 2. 3! 28.34 
September 1, 1852.................... 1.11 . 8-'> 26. 00 22.10 3. 90 30.40 
November 1, 1 62.... ................ 1. 31:1- .-75 2G. 00 19.76 6. 24 24.00 
Janunry 1, 1863....................... 1.33f . 75 26.00 ~9.50 6.50 84.58 
1\farch 1, 1853............ ........... ... 1. 7U . 58 26. 00 15. OS 10. 92 4 t 16 
May 1, 1863................ .. ......... ... 1. 5lt . 66 26. 00 17. 16 8. 84 39.26 
Jn1y1, 186.3............ ..... ............. 1.45 . 68 26.00 17.G8 8.32 37.70 
September!, 1853.... .......... ...... 1. 27f . 78 26. 00 20.-28 5. 72 31. 02 · 
November 1, 1863............... ..... 1. 4&~ . 68 26.00 17.68 8. 32 37.96 
January 1, 1864 ....................... 1. 52 . G5 26. 00 '1.6. 90 !UO 39.52 
March 1, 186.4........................... 1. 60 . 62 26.00 16.12 9. 88 41. -GO 
l\1a.y 1, 18&.L.......... .................. 1. 7if . 56 20. 00 14. 56 11. 44 46. 02 
Ju1y1,1864.. ....... ~ ....... ~ ......... 2.50 .40 26.C.i0 10.40 15.60 65.00 
September 1, 1854.... ................ 2. 48} . 40 26.00 10. 40 15. 60 &!. 00 
November 1, 1864.... ................. 2. 4lt . 41 26.00 10:66 15. 3! ·62. 66 
January 1,J865 ....................... 2.29~ .43 26.00 11.18 11.82 5!>.154 

Total .............................. ==~-.. -... -.. -.. -.. -. ~~-4-GS--. 00-,i-31-4-. 60-l~l-53-.-4-0+--7-23-.-12 

It will be observed th~t the soldier, at the ead of his three ye:n-s' service, 
bad lost $158.4.0 i.n gold, the value of which in greenbacks would ba.'\·e been 
~255.12. 

[Copy of a leLter from JJlmes Mm'W'yn.} 

INDIANAPOLIS, ltfal'Ch 2, 1883. 
l\fy DEAR GE.!'<--:ERAL: I noticed in thepaper.3 a few days ago that.you ha.J pre

sented a. bill in Congress to do justice to the soldiers and sailors who served in 
the lat-e rebellion, and who were compelled to receive their pay in depreciated 
"greenbacks." In my opinion -yom··biTI docs not rcacbi'ar enough. I tbinkthe 
soldier, like tbe 'bondholdcr, should have interest on the a.mountthat.h.elost ~Y 
being-compelled to receive such dep1·eciated currency. 

The justice of your bill recalled to my mind fln·ee of the playmates o'f tny boy
hood, James H--, John II--, and Thomas lil--, who were brothers 
and lived neal' the residence df my 'father in Ohio. 

When the wm- broke out Jatnes trns a ma-rric£1 man with a small 'famtly ana 
was compelled to l'omain at home to take.ca.re of his wife and children. He 
rented a small farm, ~tncl the extreme high prices of produce during tlle w::u· 
left him, when peace was declared, vm·y well o.ll'wit.h a farm of his own. 

John joined the Navy, and Tom was a V'oluntecr in the Western army. You 
may have known him, ashe was very severely wounded in yom· great battle at 
Champion's Hills. About the same time, in July, 1864, John and Tom both re
ceiveda.bout .... LOOea.chfor their services. John was tl1en on tho western coast of 
California., and received his payment in gold. Tom got his in ''greenbacks," then 
worth only $!0 in gold, whiob be soon spent like a soldim:. Je!m was more 
cm•eful, and -with hia$100 in gold bongbt .;250 crt' United States bonds drxving 6 
per cent., payable semi-annually. He is now a bankor, nnd those bonds ha.~e 
realized him over $1,033, and are now worth a premium of 25per cent. besilles. 

A few years after the war closed, Tom, who was a physical wreck, ·died in a 
poor-house in this State, and James is now one of the mo t st1bstantinl men of 
his county. I have often thought of those brothel's. 

lfihe a1·my in whioh Tom served bad been unsuccessful, it is more than prob
able that his brothers would have shnred his 1'ate in the poor-houses of the 
country. 

:I'housands of our ex.soldiors who impaired their conStitutions intho.Army and 
broke up all their habits of ·home life are now the poor men of our ·country. 
1\fur!"Y of them have shared ·the'fllte of poor Tom, a.nu are now in poOT-houscs 
or li\'lng on•cbarity. 

This is a strange world, general, and the simple history of those boys ndds 

• 
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another link in the chain of evidenca to pro•o that" republics are ungrateful." 
I wish you all success in your noble lnbOl's for your comro.des. 

llespectfully, yours, 
JAMES 1\fARWYN. 

Hon. ALvn~ P. HovEY, 1\i. C., 
Washington, D. 0. 

THE PUBLIC DO:U:UN. 

DEPAnTMENT OF THE lNTElUOE., GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washin:;ton, D. C., Apr-lll3, 1888. 

Sm: I c.m in receipt of your lett.er of the lOth instant, relative to certain sta-

l

l tistics relating to the public lands, and in reply thereto herewith inclose a table 
showing the estimated area of the public domain disposed of, and the estimated 
area remaining to June 30, l8S7. 

Under date of April9, I transmitted you a statement giving the area of the 
public lands surveyea and the estimated ru·ea. unsurveyed to June 30, 1887. 

Very respectfully, 
B. l\1. STOCKSLAGER, 

Commissione;·. 
Hon. A. P . HoVEY, 

House of Reprcsentati-res. 

Sta;iemcr.l showi11g the area of land in each State ani Terrilory, wilh the area sur
veyed and unsu1·veyed to ~1~ne 30, 1887. 

States and Territories. 
.Area of States 

and Terri
tories. 

Acres. 
Ohio.......... ...... .. .......................... . 25,581, 976 
Louisiana.................... .. .... ........... 2S, 731,090 

~;!fs~~~~:::~.:.::::.:.:.:.::::.:.: .. :.::.:.:.::::::::::: ::~:~ 
tt:~::::::::: :.::::: ::·:::::.~:::::.::·:::: ~: ~: ~ 
Arkansas .. ......... ....... ... ... ...... ...... 33, 410, 063 
Michigan ............ ...... .............. .. .. 36,128,640 
Florida.. ....... .. ..... ....................... 37,931,520 
Iowa ........... -............ .................. 33,228, 800 
Wisconsin ... . ..... ......... ... ............. 34, 511, 360 
California....... .... .......... ................ 100, 992, 640 
Minnesota. ................................... 53,459, MO 
Oregon........................... .............. 60, 975, 360 
Kansas........ ... .................. .... ........ 51, 776, 240 
Nevada .... .... ............... ... ............. 71,737,600 
Nebraska..................................... 47,077,359 
Colorado............. ... ...... .. ............. 66, 880, 000 
Wyoming.................................... 62, 645, 120 
New IIIex:ico ........ ...... .. ................ 77,568, &10 
Utah . . .... .... .... .. ..... ....... . ........ ...... . 54, 064, 640 
Washington.. .......... ..... .............. 44,796,160 
Dakoll~ . ......... .. . . ............. .... ...... ... 96, 596, 480 
Arizona . . ...... ............ ...... ...... .. .... 72, 906, 24.0 
Idaho .. ....... ...... ...... ..•... .. . ...... ...... 55, 228, 160 
1\fontana.. ..................... ............... 92,016, 640 
Ala.skn. ... . .. . .. ... . . .. .. ... .. . .. .. .. . ....... ... 36!), 529, 600 
Public Land Strip .... .... ............... ~. 672,640 

Number of 
acres sur
veyed up 
to June 30, 
1887. 

25,581,976 
27,067, 7C2 
21,637,760 
30,17!.>,8-10 
35 465 093 
32:462:115 
41,836,931 
33,410,063 
36,128,640 
30,704,518 
35,228,800 
34,511,360 
71,988,476 
42,316,088 
39,867,995 
51,776,240 
32,793,702 
46,989,039 
58, 184, 7f10 
47,093,498 
46,580,485 
13,078, 172 
21,281,622 
47,865,153 
13,804,538 
10 350 554 
18:54.0:335 

----·------~------------
Total................................... 1, 775, 028, 547 I !H6, 725, 505 J 

DIVISION OF ACCOUNTS, GEI\'ERAL LAND OFFICE, .ApriL 9, 18S8. 
OBSERVAT10S. 

Area. remain
ing unsur
veyed on 
June30,1887. 

Acr es. 

........ '( 66i,'ii28. 

......... 29~roi:I64 
11,143,752 
21,107,365 

......... 38;943;898 
88,320 

8 695 250 
15:551:622 
30,988,155 
40,986,468 
23,514,538 
48 731 327 
59:101:702 
44,877,606 
73,476,305 

359, 529, 600 
3,672,640 

828, 303, 042 

Up to June 30, 1887, the unsold public domain of the United States, 
as stated in the tables above referred to by the CoJlllllissioner of the 
Land Office, was as follows : 

Ae~·es. 
Surveyed and undisposed of..................... ....................................... 253,558, 878 
Are unsurveyed.......................... . ................................................... 828, 303, 042 

Grand total ............................................................................ l, 081, 861, 920 

There were about 2,300,000 men in the service of the United States 
during the late rebellion, .and allowing each man a land warrant of 
160 acres, which has been given to all who served before them, their 
warrants would cover 368,000,000 of acres, and still leave of the un
sold public domain 713,861, 92(} acres. 

We can scarcely conceive the magnitude of our unsold public do
main. .After allowing evexy soldier the 160 land-warrant, as above: 
and we would still have an area of unsold lands more than thirty-two 
times as large as the State of Indiana! It is not probable that more 
than two million claims would be made. 

The friends of the homestead need not be alarmed, forthexe is ample 
:room for all. Millions of acres in the West tbt were regarded as 
worthless thirty ye:us ago are now classed with the valuable lands of 
the country. 

During the delivery of Mr. HOVEY's remarks the following proceed
ings took place: 

The CH.A..IRMAN (at 2 o'clock p . .m.) . The time of the gentleman 
from Indian:l. [Mr. HovEY] has expired. 

Mr. FORA.N. How much more time does the gentleman require? 
1t1r. HOVEY. .About fifteen minutes. . -
lrlr. FORAN. I will yield the gentleman that time. 
Mr. HOVEY. I h.:we been given time by the gentleman from ]).fas

sachus.ettB [Mr. Lmm]. 
The CHA.IR~1AN. The Chair can not recognize the gentleman from 

:Massachusetts in the matter, as he is not present in the HalL The gen-

tleman from Ohio [Mr. FoRAN] is entitled to the :ti.oor and. yields to 
the gentleman from Indiana such time as he requiTes. 

Mr. FORAN. Fifteen minutes. 
Mr. HOVEY. I thank the gentleman. 

MESSAGE FRO~ THE SEKATE . 

.A. message from the Senate, by Mr. McCooK, its Secretary, informed 
the House that the Senate had passed an act (S. 185) for the admission 
of the State of South Dakota into the Union: a.nd for the organization 
of the Territory of North Dakota; in which the concmrence of the House 
was 1·equested. 

PEKSION .APPROPRIATION BILL. 

l'rh'. FORAN. I had hoped, Mr~ Chairman, that this bill m..1.king ap
proprilttions to pay the pensioners of the United States might be passed 
by this body without being drawn into the mire of party politics; in 
fuct, there was an understanding to that effect. So far as the remarks 
of the gentlem::m from Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] are concerned in rela
tion to the expressed desire of the present Administration t<> be assured 
when it pmchased bonds that it had autherity to do so, I only desire t o 
s..1.y th:1t this country ought to be con~rratulated that it.s Chief Execu
tive is honestly over scrupulous rather than con-uptly reckless in his 
interpretation of the laws which, by virtue of his high office, he is c..1.lled 
upon to interpTet. That is all I desire to say about that except that 
there have been some administrations againstwhich the cbargeofhon~ 
est enforcement of law could not be made. 

With respect to what the gentleman said in answer to some remarks 
made by the gentleman fmm Michigan [Mr. TARSNEY] a few days 
ago, I only desire to say t~t I, as a Democrat, congratulate mysclf 
upon the 1act that the other side, instead of finding fault with our ad
ministration of the Pension Departmeut, have found it necessary to 
apologize for their own administration of that great department. The 
gentleman also said that Me},..-ican pension claims were rushed through 
rapidly. That may be true, but it should be remembered that the 
Mexican pension is a service pension, and that all the appJicant or 
claimant has to do is to establish the fact that be was a soldier in the 
Mexican war and that he is over sixty-two years of age. That is very 
easy to do, and, as a matter of course, those claims are passed upon 
ra-pidly. So much for that. 

.As to what was said by the gentleman ft·om Iowa [Mr. HENDERSON] 
about the pension given to H.on. William R. Morrison, I know noth

ing ofit. It maybE>merenewspapertalk, or there may be some foun
dation for the statement. It involves no charge of corruption, and I 
let it pass. The administration and character of General Black spe:tk 
for themselves. Neither demands nor needs apology-or vindication. 
With respect to the remru·ks made by the gentleman from .Indiana [Mr. 
HOVEY] I do not desire to say anything except that if the laws relat
ing to pensions are surrounded, as he claims, by red-tape regulntious, 
he ought to blame those who enacted those illws and made those red
tape Tegulations, which were a legacy to the present administration. 
The per diem service bill spoke.:1 of by the gentleman from. Indiana 
would, as near as I can compute it, add to the pension expenditures 
of the United States over $100,000,000 per annum. Genernl, Drum the 
.Adjutant-General of the Army, estima.tes that the number of Union 
soldiers of the late war now living is 984,000, nearly one million. Their -
average service was two years and a half, which would m:1kc $9.13 a. 
month. That would make about a hundred million dolL'lrs, which, 
added to the eighty millions that we are at present paying for pen
sions, would make about $180,000,000, orover$3per capita upon all the 
people of the United S!ates. Taxes .are paid by those who labor; taxes 
are paid byi!he workingmen, who create wealth; and if a man has a 
family of four in .addition to his wife, he would have to pay $18 per 
annum for pensions. A dollar in this country represents ten hours 
work, so that he would have to work eighteen days in the year for the 
payment of pensions. I belie-ve that if the workingmen of this coun
try, the ex-soldiers included, understood this, tbeywouldnotbesoanx
ious or a per diem pension bill. I was a soldier of the late war myself, 
and will go as far as any gentleman, ·in Teason, for the soldier; but I 
think that if there are 984,000 Union soldiers of that war still living, 
and 406,000 of them are upon the pension-rolls (probably the number 
will be about 450,000 before the end ofthis fiscal year),~this country is 
doing remarkably well for its soldiers. I do not say it has done more 
than it should, or even as much as it should; more will be done in 
time. If one-half of all the men now living who served in the war for 
the Union are upon the pension-roll, that is a condition of things never 
seen or heard of befOre in any counh-yon this globe. Now, };!I·. Chair
man, I have said all tha.t I think it necessary to say on these points, 
and I ask that general debate on this bill be considered as closed. 

There was no objection, aud it was so ordered. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now proceed to read the bill bY, 

sections for amendment and discussion under the fixe-minute rule. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the following sums be, and the same are lJCreby, ap

propriat~d, out of any money in the '.rreasury n ot otherwise n.pp1·opriated, for 
the payment of pensions for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889, and for other 
purposes, namely: 

For Army and Navy pensions as follows: For invalids, widows, minor chil
dren, and dependent relatives, and survivors and widows of the war of 1812, and 
with Mexico, $79,000,000 : Providecl, That the appl'opria.tion aforesaid for navy 

: 
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pensions shall be paid from the income of the navy pension fund, so far as the 
same may be sufficient for tha t purpose: And pr9vided further, That the amount 
expended under each of the above items shall be accounted for separately. 

-Mr. CONGER. Ur. Chairman, I offer the amendment I send to the 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend by inserting in line 14, after the word" purpose," the following: 
"And p r<ntided {ttrlher, That in all pensions to widows payments shall be made 

from the date of the death of the husband." 

lli. FORAN. The point of order is reserved. 
l\1r. CONGER. What point of order does the gentleman make? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order. 
Mr. FORAN. It changes existing law. 
The CH,A.IRMA.N. The Chair will hear the ge~tleman from Iowa 

briefly upon the point of order. 
Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, I take it that the point of order will 

not be sustained. Surely this amendment changes no existing law. 
Section 4702 of the Revised Statutes provides as follows (and I only 
read that portion of it referring to this subject): 

* * * His widow, or if there be no widow, or in case of the death without 
payment to her of any part of the pension hereinafter mentioned, his child or 
children under sixteen years of age shall be entitled to receive the same pen
sion as the husband or father would have been entitled to had he been totally 
disabled, t{) commence from the death of the husband or father and continue 
to the widow during her widowhood, and to his child or children until they have 
attained the age of sixteen years, and no longer, etc. 

Now, section 4709 of the same law fixes a limit within which appli
cations must be filed in order that they may refer back to the date of 
disability, or to the time that the right to pension accrued-that is fr ve 
years thereafter. 

The language of this section it is true is ''all pensions.'' 
But in order that the two sections may not be meaningless they must 

be construed together, and if they are construed together they are still 
meaningless unless we conclude that section 4709 refers to all pensions, 
as it says, except those mentioned in section 4702, namely, the pensions 
to widows. 

It is claimed that section 4702 has been repealed by a provision in an 
appropriation act passed on March 3, 1879. Now, Mr. Chairman, it is 
apparent that this section has reference only to those cases mentioned 
in section 4709; it simply refers to the limitation as to time in which 
the cases shall be :filed, changing the time from five years after accrued 
right to an absolute date, and fixing that date at the 1st of July, 1880, 
and it did not intend to, nor does it, repeal section 4702, because neither 
in its enacting clause nor in its limitation c1ause does it make any men
tion whatever of this s~tion; but it d9es in specific terms, by a section 
in that appropriation act, repeal section 4709. Section 3 of that act of 
March 3, 1879, provided: 
Sec~on 4709 of the Revised Statut~s is hereby repealed. 

'l'he specific terms of this section plainly precludes the idea of repeal 
by implication of a section not mentioned. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as to the questionof1·epealingorenacting laws 
simply by a provision inserted in an appropriation act we have a very 
recent example which ought to be binding at least upon the members 
on the other side of this House, where the Chief Executive of this nation 
in a case of a most urgent character and of the most vital importance, 
as he says, expressed the gravest doubts as to the legality or the per
manency of enactments embodied in appropriatio\1 bills. · Then, if that 
is not enough, and if it is still claimed that section 4702 was repealed 
by this section of the appropriation act, because of its inconsistency" 
with it, then that objection is overcome by the fact that by an act ap
proved August 7, 1882, which is chapter 438 of the Statutes at Large, 
to be found in volume 22, this section 4702 is re-enacted in the very 
words of the Revised Statutes, in which it is specifically provided that 
the widow's claim for pension shall commence from the date of the 
death of the husband. I read from this act, but only that portion 
which relates particularly to this branch of the subject: 

His widow, or if there be no widow, or in case of her death or payment to her 
of any part of the pension hereinafter mentioned, his child or children under 
sixteen years of age, shall be entitled to receive the same pension as the hus
band or father would h ave been entitled to had he been totally disabled, to 
commence from the death of the husband or father, et<J. 

Language could not be plainer. 
That is the very latest enactment upon this subject, and if it is true, 

as gentlemen must admit, that the latest enactment repeals all pre
vious enactments that are inconsistent therewith, then certainly the 
widow is and must be by law entitled to a pension from the date of the 
death of her husband and not from the time of :filing her application. 

Now, as to the propriety of making these declarations or construc
tions of law in appropriation· acts, the distinguished committee which 
prepared and presented this ought by their own acts to have their 
mouths closed against an objection of this kind. Why, this very bill, 
in the proviso just preceding where I have offered this amendment, de
clares that-

The appropriation aforesaid for navy pensions shall be paid from the income 
of the navy pension fund, so far as the same may be sufficient for that purpose. 

When, Mr. Chairman, section 4755 of the Revised Statutes provid.es 
that these navy pensions shall be -paid from this fund only, and can be 
paid from no other, why, then, the necessity for declaring it in an ap-

propriation bill? Simply the same necessity as exists for the declara
tion of this amendment. Another very excellent reason, 11'Ir. Chair
man, why the point of order will not lie against a declaratory measure 
of this kind, or a construction of existing law in an appropriation bill, 
may be found in a very recent act of this House. I have not forgotten, 
and I trust that gentlemen on the other side of th~ House ha>e not for
gotten, that on Monday last this House resolved itself into an attorney
general, into a court, into a law officer, and· a judicial forum, and de
clared, or construed rather, a law--

Mr. PETERS. lp.terpreted. 
1\Ir. CONGER. Interpreted, my friend from Kansas suggests, a law 

for a halting Executive-a law, Mr. Chairman, which to everybody else 
but this Executive was perfectly plain and conclusive. 

In this amendment we are enacting no new legislation, but we are 
simply following these precedents and construing a very plain law for 
another executive officer who does not seem to understa.nd the law, or, 
understanding it, fails hopelessly in its execution. It seems to me, :Mr. 
Chairman, the point of order is not well taken and can not be sustained. 

:Mr. FORAN rose. 
Mr. PETERS. I would like to supplement the remarks of the gen

tleman from Iowa on the point of order by one or two suggestions, and 
then the gentleman from Ohio can reply to both of U'3. 

lli. FORAN. Very well. 
Mr. PETERS. I simply want to supplement what the gentleman 

from Iowa has said by this statement. 
If it is claimed at all that the law to which he refers has been re

pealed, no more, certainly, can be claimed than that it has been repealed 
by implication. Now, as you well know, it is a legal- proposition ad
hered to by all courts that repeals by implication are not favored. But 
especially is that the case here where that implication, if there is an 
implication at all of repeal, has been limited by the act to which the · 
gentleman from Iowa refers. Section 3 of the act of 1879 curtails the 
power of the limitation by declaring specifically that section 4709 of 
the Revised Statutes is hereby repealed and virtually says by implica
tion that no other statute is repealed or no other section of the statute is 
repealed. · 

You will also observe another rule oflaw that where there is the ex
press mention of one subject-matter, that in the construction of the law 
virtually excludes any other matter that is not expressed. Now, here 
in this law of 1 79 is an express mention of the repeal of a certain sec
tion, which, in my judgment, according to all the rules of legal con
struction, precludes taking into consideration any other section that is 
not mentioned in it. 

Those are the two points to which I desired to call attention. 
Mr. FORAN. I would be more than gratified to allow a vote to be 

taken on this amendment, becauselbelievein the proposition as I farther 
believe that it is the law now. And I believe the Commissioner of Pen
sionsoughttosointerpret existing statutes. But I can not permit these 
amendments which change existing law or which increase appropria
tions to go upon this bill, for the reason if one is permitted there will 
be a flood of them. This bill will be loaded down, and when it goes 
over to the Senate it may come back with the dependent-pension bill 
upon it. 

I have no obje~tion to the amendment except that I think the IIouse 
ought to pass this appropriation bill and let these other measures relat
ing to pensions stand on their own merits. I am willing to vote for them 
when they come up, and willing and anxious to vote to take them up 
at any time. 

Mr. CONGER. I did not hear distinctly the gentleman's :first sen
tence. Do I understand him to say that he believes this is the exist
ing law? 

Mr. FORAN. I do. I t.hink if the argument of the gentleman from 
Iowa made to the chairman of the Committee of the Whole was made 
to the Commissioner of Pensions he would get a ruling from him in his 
favor. 
. 1rir. MILLIKEN. If this is the law now; how will the amendment 
change existing law? 

Mr. FORAN. It would be merely declaratory of existing law, and 
therefore unnecessary and useless. 

Ur. PETERS. If this is the law now the ~nly power which has 
jurisdiction to declare what the law. is has placed a construction upon 
it which is in contradiction to a reasonable construction. Therefore 
it seems to me the amendment of the gentleman from Iowa, declaring 
what the law is, is not any new cren,tion of law, but is simply an inter
pretation of existing law, and therefore is not subject to the point of 
order. 

Mr. FORAN. I am not aware this matter ha-s ever been appe~led 
from the Commissioner of Pensions to the Secretarv of the Interior. 
Is the gentleman aware whether the Secretary has ·ever passed upon 
this matter ? 

l!fr. PETERS. I do not know. 
Mr. FORAN. I would be very willing to let a vote be taken on this 

amendment if the House will after that stand by the committee and 
prevent the admission of these amendments changing existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair understand the gentleman from 
Ohio as withdrawing his point of order? 
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Mr. PETERS. I am a.s much opposed as any one can be to changing 

of existing laws by provisions in appropriation bills. But this is sim
ply a declaration of what existing law is. 

Mr. FORAN. I will reserve the point of order and let a vote be taken. 
That is, I wish to obtajn the sense of the Honse. 

Mr. Mcl\IILLIN. The gentleman can not properly do that. If he 
withdraws the point of order this inevitably opens the door for a great 
number of amendments. 

l\Ir. FORAN. I insist on the point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read clause 3 of Rule XXI. 
The Clerk read as follows: · 
No appropriation shall be reported in any general appropriation bill, or be in 

order as an amendment thereto, for any expenditure not previously authorized 
by law, unless in continuation of appropriation for such public works and ob
jects as a r e already in progress; nor shall any provision changing existing law 
be in order in any general a ppropriation bill or in any amendment thereto. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read section 4702 of the Re
vised Statutes down to the point indicated. 

The Clerk read 38 follows: 
SEc. 4702. If any person embraced within the provisions of sections 4692 and 

4693 bas died since the 4th day of March, 1861, or hereafter dies, by reason of any 
wound, injury, or disease which, under the conditions and limitations of such 
sections, would have entitled him to an invalid pension had he been disabled, 
Ids widow, or,"if there be no widow or in case of her death without payment 
to hex of any part of the pension hereinafter mentioned, his child or children 
under sixteen years of age shall be entitled to receive the same pension as the 
husband or father would have been entitled to bad he been totally disabled; to 
commence from the death of the husband or father, to continue to the widow 
during her widowhood, and to his child or children until they severally attain 
the age of sixtee~ years, and no longer. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the amendment of
fered by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. CONGER]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A nd pravidedfu,·thC!', That in all pensions to widows payment shall be made 

from the d a te of the death of the husband. · 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair bas no hesitation in saying that the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. CONGER] is a 
mere declaration of existing law. The Chair has no doubt about the 
law as read by the· Clerk, and the amendment offered by the gentle
man f1·om Iowa is a mere declaration of it and does not change it in 
any respect. The Chair therefore feels impelled to overrule the point 
of order. The question is on the amendment offered by the gentle
man from Iowa [Mr. CONGER]. 

Mr. CONGER. In support of this amendment I desire to have read 
a brief extract from the report of the Commissioner of Pensions. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Our know ledge of the sacred relations of husband and wife makes us know 

that the last thought which often occurs to the widow is that of the pecuniary 
results of death. Moreover, there is a sense of delicacy which prevents a woman 
from immedia tely making application to be availed of the results of her hus
band' s dentb, and so b etween cares, delicacy, and sometimes ignorance of 
right, long in t~rvals elapse between the death of the husband and the filing of 
the appli~ion of the widow. In such cases as may hereafter arise it s~ems to 
me that the law should allow the commencement of the pension to date from 
the death of the husband where the other conditions required by the law are 
present. • 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Ur. • 0'1\TEILL, of Missouri, offered the following amendment, to 

come in after line 16: 
A nd prov id ed / ttrther, That all United States officers now authorized to admin

is~r oaths are hereby required and directed to administer any and all oaths 
required to be made by pensioners and their witnesses in the execution of their 

f
ouchers free of charge. 

Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri. The chairman of the committee has no 
object ion to that amendment, and I ask that H be adopted. 

Mr. BLAND. If that amendment is adopted it may result in the 
pensioner never getting his money, because we are not to assume that 
anybody is going to adminjster these oaths as a matter of charity. If 
we are to adopt that amendment it ought to be coupled with another 
provision, that this service should be paid for by the Government. 
Somebody must pay for it, or the applicant will never get his pension. 

M:r. McMILLIN. I reserve the point of order on that amendment. 
Ur. ~NEILL, of Missouri. Itistoolate. Theamendmentha.sbeen 

discussed. Mr. Chairman, thelawrequiresthepensioners every quarter 
to go with their vouchers and their witnesses and have their vouchers 
acknowledged. That imposes a tax on every pensioner of about $2 a 
year. Now, this amount can be saved to them by simply requiring 
the United States officers to perform this duty. I do not think itwm 
interfere with the duties of these officials, and it is in the line of per
mitting the pensioner to obtain all the money which the Government 
says he js entitled to, by relieving him of this indirect tax. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I withdraw the point of order. 
Tlw amendment was agreed to. 

[r. DOCKERY. I send up an amendment to come in atter the one 
j nst adopted. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 
Al/(l p l"ovided further, That no agent or attorney shall demand, receive, or be 

R:l ow ed a ny compensation in any claim for increase of pension on account of 
l he iHcrensc of the disability for which the pension has been allowed, or for 
sen ices 1 cndcred in securing the passage of any special act of Congress grant-

in g . a pension or an increase of pension in lll}Y case that has been presented at 
the Pension Office or is allowable under the general pension laws. 

Any agent, attorney, or other person instrumental in prosecutinl?: any claim 
for increase of pension on account of the increase of the disability for which 
pension was allowed, or who bas rendered services in procuring the passage 
of any special act of Congress granting a. pension or an increase of p ension in 
any case that has been presented at the Pension Office or is allowable under 
the general pension laws, who shall directly or indirectly contract for, demand, 
receive, or 1·etaiu any compensation for such services, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall, for each and every such 
offense, be fined not exceeding $500, or imprisoned not exceeding two years, or 
both, in the.discretion of the court. 

l\Ir. FORAN. I make the point of order against this amendment 
that it is new legislatjon. 

:Mr. DOCKERY. I have no intention of discussing the point of or
der. The amendment is clearly obnoxious to the rule in that respect, 
but inasmuch as this provision has be,en unanimously recommended 
by the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and would save to the soldiers 
about $400,000 annually of deductions heretofore made from their al
lowances, I had indulged the hope that the gentleman would not in
sist upon the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
:Mr. FORAN. Mr. Chairman, it is not fair for the gentleman from 

Missouri [Mr. DoCKERY] to undertake to put me in that attitude. I 
might perhaps favor the proposition if it came up in the regular way, but 
I am cor· elled to make these points of order for the reasons I have 
alrea:dy intiicated. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
For fees and expenses of examining surgeons for services rendered within the 

fiscal year 1889, 81,000,000. And each member of each examining board shall, as 
now authorized by law, receive the sum of $2 for the examination of each appli
cant whenever five or a. less number shall be examined on any one day,and $1 
for the examination of each additional applicant on such day: Provided , That 
if twenty or more applicants appear on one day, no fewer than twenty shall, 
if practicable, be examined on said day, and that if fewer examinations be then 
made, twenty or more having appeared, then there shall be paid for the first 
examinations made on the next examination day the fee of 51 only until twenty 
examinations shall have been made. 

Mr. GALLINGER . . I make a point of order against the proviso of 
this paragraph that it changes existing law. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I call the attention of the Chair to the 
fact that this is identical with a provision in the bill of last year, so 
that it is existing law. 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes; itisexistinglaw. Therateofpaywasfixed 
in the act pa.ssed three years ago. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New Hampshire [111r. 
GALLINGER] admit that this is the provision of the appropriation act 
now in force? 

Mr. GALLINGER. I have not examined to ascertain whether it is 
or not. . My impression is that it is not a part of the statute law. What 
the last appropriation act may have provided on this point I do not 
know. 

Mr. RANDALL. I submit that it has been recently decided in this 
House in a very effective Illfl.nner that legislation upon an appropriation· 
bill is valid. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no hesitation on that pojnt, if he 
can ascertain what the fact is. [A pause.] The Clerk will read the 
provision embraced in the appropriation act for the present fiscal year. 

The Clerk rea.d as follows: · 
Pro-r,-ided, That if twenty or more applicants appear on one day no fewer than 

twenty shall, if practicai:Me, be examined on said d ay, and that if fewer exami
nations be then made, twenty or more having appeared, then there shall be 
paid for the first examinations made on the next examination day the fee of Sl 
only until twenty examinations shall have been made. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. Chairman, upon the statement made I de
sire to withdraw the point of order. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I move to amend the pen<ling paragraph 
by striking out all after the word "dollars," in line 19, and inserting 
the following: 

That for each and every examination, regardless of numbers, made by said 
examining surgeons, they shall receive the sum of $!l. 

Mr. FORAN. I make a point of order on that amendment. It 
changes existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio makes the point of 
order that this amendment changes exjsting law. Does the gentleman 
from Indiana desire to be heard upon the point of order? 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. 1\Ir. Chairman, it does not appear to me 
that this amendment makes any change in the existing law, though it 
may possibly be regarded as a construction of the L'tw. The present 
law provides that the members of the examining board shall receive a 
fee of $2 for the examination of each applicant whenever fi¥e or less 
shall be examined on any one day, and shall receive $1 for the exami
nation of each additional applicant on the same day. But while there 
is provided a reduced fee for additional examinations over five, there is 
no provision for an increased fee in case less than five persons appear 
for examination. It appears to me that if the law is flexible in one 
direction, it ought to ·be so in another; i.t should not slide altogether 
one way, and to the detdment unjustly of these examining officers. 

There is no provision that claim agents receiving more than five cases 
in any one day shall have their fees reduced. The claim agent is al-

.-
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lowed so much for eT"ery case, yvhether the number of cases be one or 
a hundred. Why should not the rphysician be IJlaced upon a similaT 
scale? Certainly the vocation of the examining surgeon is just as 
honorable as that of the cL'lim agent; the part performed by the phy
sician in reference to the pensioning of-the soldiers is just as creditable 
a.s the work done by the claim agent. Yet we are adoptin~ regulations 
which discriminate against these professional gentlemen. 

I have been spoken to on this subject by a great many physicians, 
who have informed me that tbere is a hardship in the present opera
tion of the law. On somedaystheremaynot be more than one or two 
soldiers e-xamined; yet the members of the board are obliged to aban
don their business n:nd attend to the examination, although it does not 
pay them to do so. On the other hand, when the number examined 
exceeds five, there is a reduction in the fee. It seems to me there 
should be either a corresponding increase when a smaller number than 
·five are examined, or there should be a uniform fee for each ()Xamina-
tion, regardless of numhers. · 

I trust that before this Congress adjourns we shall pass a law which, 
possibly, may dispose of this whole question. There is now, I under
stand, before the committee a bill similar to one presented at the last 
session of Congress, which, if it had become a law, would have I·en
dered unnecessary any pravision such as I now pro}lose. I refer to what 
is known as the ''general pension law,'' the provisions of which would 
relieve our ex-soldiers of a great deal of present trouble and annoyance 
in connection with examinations. 

I hope that the amendment I now propose will. not be rnled out of 
order. There is to my mind no reason why it should be looked upon 
as involving new legislation. It has substantially been the law here
tofore; but the construction placed upon the law has been different. I 
hope the amendment will be adopted, not only in justice to the sur
geons, but for the benefit of those who apply forpensions, and who, when 
an examination is hastily made, may suffer great injustice. 

Mr. FoRAN rose. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule on "the question. 
Mr. FORAN. Only a. word beforetheChairdecides. 1\Ir. Chairman, 

at present the average fee per bollrd for ea.ch examination is .$4..80 or 
$1.60 for each surgeon. The scramble to get -these a}lpointments :is al
moffi; unprecedented; and the surgeons ought not io complain of the 
present rate of pay. The adoption of this amendment would increase 
the annual expenses of the Government $193,000. The Committee on 
Expenditures in the Interior Department has unanimously made an 
adverse report upon the hill }lrov:i.ding for a uniform .fee of$2. 

Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman from Ohio state, if he can, 
what is the avemge annual pay of each surgeon for these weekly meet
ings? 

ltfr. FORAN. The pay n,verages about $900 annually for each SUI'
geon. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Indiana 
clen.rly changes existing law. The Chair sustains the paint of order. 

1\Ir. GAY. Page 2, line 31, I move to strike ont "18" and insert 
'' 19; '' and in line 12 to strike out '' 72'' and insert '' 76. '' 

Mr. RAND .ALL. I do not know whether the amendment :is subject 
to the point of order, bnt I desire to reserve it. 

Mr. GAY. Mr. Chairman1 theobjectoftheami!ndmentisto do com
parative justice and contribute to the convenience of the thousands of 
pensioners in the southwestern district of the United States east of the 
Rocky Monntains. In the States of Louisiana, Texas, .Arkansas, Flor
ida, and Alabama the Commissioner of Pensions desires to establish an 
additional agency. There are now, or were at the close of the lastiiscaJ 
year, 8,081 pensioners, receiving an aggregate of$987,528 of pensions. 
All of that at present goes to the pension agent at Knoxvil1e, Tenn., and 
the Commissioner of Pensions recommends the propriety, and with a 
view to the convenience of the pensioners in that part of the country, 
of e tablishing an additional pension agency at New Orleans. 

The subcommittee of the Committee on Invalid Pensions granted him 
one additional agency, but the full committee concluded it was only 
necessary to retain the present number. Hence the necessity for my 
amendment, and I hope it will be agreed to. I think there is necessity 
for this additional agency at New Orleans, and I hope the gentleman in 
charge of the hill will consent to allow the amendment to be included 
in the bill . 

~r. RANDALL. I do notknowwhat theviewofthe gentleman in 
cbarge of the bill may be to this particular matter, but I can state the 
view of the committee is that this amendment should not prevail. In 
the Forty-eighth Congress, at both sessions, the House decided that a 
reduction should ta.ke place from eighteen to twelve in the number of 
those agencies, but the Senate in both cases insisted on keeping the 
number at eighteen for reasons of their own; I do not know whether 
political or otherwise. 

We are asked to reverse our attitude in this connection, on this side 
at least, n.nd to increase the number to nineteen, as recommended by 
the Commissioner of Pensions, who a.lso recommends increases in regard 
to surgeons and in other respects. I do not think his recommendation 
should we]gh with this House, espedally at this time when the law 
which we have passed gives to the President the authority which I will 
ask the Clerk to read. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. H..ucn in the chn,ir). The Chair is of the 
impression that the number of these agents is fixed by existing law. 
Is that so? 

Mr. RAND .ALL. It is. 
lfr. BLANCHARD. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania rise 

to a point of order? 
1\fr. RANDALL. I do. 
1\Ir. BLANCHARD. What is it? 
Mr. RANDALL. I think the point of order is that the number of 

these a..,~nts is fixed by 1n.w, and, tnerefo.r~ the amendment proposes 
a change of existing law. 

1\Ir. BLANCHARD. I wish to say, 1\Ir. Chairman, tbe object of the 
amendment offered by my collea.gue is to provide for an additional 
pension agent to be locatednt New Orleans. Under the present regu
lation 1ocuting these pension agencies, there is none provided for the 
payment of pensions in the Southwest nea.rer than Knoxville, Tenn. 
There are thousa"'lds of pensioners tbe1:e, and the number has been in
creased since the passage of the bill placing on the pension-rolls the 
veterans of the Mexican war; there are thousands of people in the 
States oi' the Southwest who would largely be convenienced by the lo
cation of this pension agent at New Orleans. I understand this is in 
pursuance of the recommendation of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
and I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. HENDERSON of IQwa. Is the question of order pending? 
1\ir. RA.l\TDALL. I nave .made th~ point of order, but have reserved 

it, willing to hear what could be said in favor of the amendment. 
The debate has been on the merits and on the point of order. 

Mr. HENDERSON of Iowa. I wish to make a few observations my
self. 

Mr. FORAN. I desire to say to the House that I was in favor of 
this amendment in the committee, but I was out-voted, and of course 
accepted the situation with all the grace I could. I wish to state 
further to the House that I was mistaken in sn.ying this amendment 
was subject to the point of order. It is not subject to it. The section 
of the Statutes which covers these agencies, section 4780, provides: 

The President is authorized to establish agencies for the payment of pensions 
wherever, in his judgment, thepublW.,interests and the convenience of the pen
sioners require. 

That is the general statute bearing upon the subject; so that all this 
bill would do, if we were to make this provision, would be to provide 
an appropriation for another agent. The Commissioner of Pensions, 
General Black, appeared before our committee and said thn.t it was his 
purpose to establish an agency at New Orleans if the committee granted 
an approprjation necessary therefor. 

1\lr. RANDALL. 'l;'he gentleman from Ohio has referred to the act 
which authorizes the President to establish these agencies. !have al
ready -stated that the President had this. power wherever the public 
necessities demanded it; and theauthorityisgivento him underthestat
u te to make new pension districts. But I do say that he has not recom
mended any such increase as that contemplated here, and I desire to 
have tbat section of the act read in fulL 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The President is authorized to establish agencies for the·payment of pensions 

wherever, in his judgment, the public interests nnd the convenience of the 
pensioners require; bat the nnm.ber of pension agencies in any State or Ter
ritory shall in no ease be increased hereafter so as to exceed three, and no 
agency sha.ll be established in addition to those now existing in any State or 
Territory in which the whole amount of pensions paid during the fiscal year 
nest preceding shall riot have exceeded t·he sum of $500,000. 

Mr. RANDALL. I submit tbnt these pensions are mostly paid by 
drafts. Further, if there was necessity for an increased number of 
agencies the President has the power already to establish them. The 
President has made no such recommendation upon the subject, and 
this, in my judgment, is not a good time to reve-rse the action of the 
House of Representatives taken in the Forty-eighth Congress in this 
connection, when we sought to decrease the .number from eighteen to 
twelve. This is a proposition for an increase. 

That is all I desire to say upon the subject. 
'The CH.AIRli.AN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania insist 

upon the point of order? • 
Mr. RANDALL. Well, I am somewhat like the gentleman fi:om 

Ohio-in.alittledonbt as to whether it is subject to the point of order. 
I prefer to let the committee act upon it on its merits, and shall not in
sist upon the point of order. 

The OHAillMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. 1\ULLIKEN. I wi-sh to submit a parliamentary inquiry. 
The CHAillM..A.N. The gentleman will state it. 

:Ir. MILLIKEN. Is it in order now to move an amendment to the 
pending amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is. 
Mr. l\IILLIKEN. Then I offer the amendment I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Amend by striking out "eighteen," in line 31 of the bill, and inserting 
" twenty ; " and add " one to be l-ocated at Augusta., Me." • 

Mr. FORAN . . One word only in reference to this amendment. 
1\fT. MILLIKEN. 1\f.r! Chairman, I wish_ t o say--
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Th<l f'.JI AIR:M:.AN. The Chair desires to hear the gentleman fl'om 

Ohio. 
1\Ir. UILLIKEN. Very well. 
Mr. FORAN. I only wish to state that the latter portion of the 

amendment is cle:nly susceptible to the point of order. 
U r. 1\IILLIKEN. I wish to say, Mr. Chairman, that I make that 

amendment because n. pension agency was recently established there, 
and 1 think that more than $500,000 are paid in pensions. .At any rate 
a very large sum of money was paid out in pensions; and now all the 
pen ioners from the State are compelled to go to New Hampshire for 
paym ent, there being no pension agency at all in the State of :M:ai.ne. 
While tt is true that these pensions are paid by draft, as suggested by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, yet it is at the same time a greatin
convenience to the pensione:rs. 

I have no objection whatever to the amendment offered by the gen
tleman on the other side of the House, for the establishment of an 
agency at New Orleans. I think there ought to be one established 
ther~, if, as alleged, the pensioners from that region have to go all the 
way to Knoxville to be paid; but, for the same reason, this should be 
established in l\Iaine, and I offer the amendment. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the amendment pro
posed by the gentleman from Louisiana did not locate the agency, and 
the Chair is compelled to sustain the point of order against the amend
ment of the gentleman from Maine, for the reason that it does locn.te 
the agency. · 

1\Ir. HENDER.SON, of Iowa. Mr. Chairman: when our Committee 
on .Appropriations investigated this subject we had the Commissioner 
of Pensions, General B1'l.ck, before us, and every member of the com
mittee desired to meet the wants of the country by having n. sufficient 
number of pension agents. We gave the matter thorough considera
tion, and every member of the committee was satisfied that the present 
number is fully sufficient. 

The average number of pensioners paid at the various agencies 
throughout the country is .22,555. There is now a pension agency at 
Knoxville, Tenn., and one at Louisville, Ky., to accommodate the 
Southern pensioners. .At the Knoxville agency there are only 18,000 
pensione:rs paid and at the Louisville only 10,733. Combining the two 
agencies the average is only 14,370, which is about 8,COO less than the 
averageatthepensionagenciesgenerallythroughoutthecountry; show
ing that the accommodation for that -country is absolutely and amply 
sufficient-and far beyond the n.verage. 

You take the agency at Columbus and it pays there 39,126soldiers, 
as shown by the Commissioner's report. The agency at Chicago pays 
35,000 soldiers; at Indianapolis, 34,000; and the one at Topeka, 29,000; 
and so on of all the agencies, giving an average of over 22,000, taking 
all into account, and the lowest of any of them is the one l have indi
cated at Knoxville, and the one at Louisville, which is for the accom
modation of the pensioners of the S(}uth. So we found no reason what
ever in committee for giving the increase .asked for here, and .report-ed 
against it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment offered by 
the .gentleman from Maine [Mr. MILLIKEN]. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Mr. Chairman, I offered that mel'ely to test the 
question. I now withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN. T.he question is on the amendment of the gentle
man from Louisiana [Mr. GAY]. 

Mr. G.A.Y. Mr. Chairman, in support of that amendment-I desire 
tosay--

T.he CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman fromLou
isiana that under the .rule debate unon the amendment is exhausted. 

The question was taken on theamimdmentof .Mr. GAY, and 'the Chair 
declared that the ''ayes '' seemed to have it. 

Mr. RANDALL. I ask for a division. 
The House divided; and there were-ayes 30, noes 77. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. GAY. Mr. Speaker, .I send an amendmenttothe desk, which! 

desire to have -reacl. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
On page 2, line 32, after 1he word " each," insert .. one ·of whom to be locn.ted 

at New Orleans, La." 
Mr. FORAN. I .make the point of order against that amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is compelled to sustain the point of 

order. The amendment clearly changes existing law. 
Mr. G.AY. This is intended to call the attention of the President 

to an expression of the House that there should be a consolidation of 
some of these agencies with the one at New Orleans. 

M:r. CANNON. I move to strike out the last word, for the purpose 
of making asug'gestion to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. [Mr. RAN
DALL]. He has well said that in the For ty-eighth Congress this House 
undertook to decrease the number of these agencies to twelve. 

Ur. RANDALL. .At both sessions. 
:M:r. CANNON. At both ses ions, after full discussion; and very 

wisely, it geems to me. In fact, I think the numbet· might be de
creased to one, and that one located in Washington, because these pen
sions are paid by checks anyhow. But I suggest t.o my friend from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL], that if the Fiftieth Congress should 

now make the reduction from eighteen to twelve and send it to the 
Senate• it is possible that that body might be in a better humor to con
cur. [Laughter.] 

Mr. RANDALL. I made an honorable compromise with myself on 
that subject, and thought I would not disturb it, but if the proposi~ 
tion is presentecl to reduce the number to twelve I will :cheerfully 
vote for it, because I think .now, as I thought then, that twelve i s a suffi... 
cient number. 

Mr. MILLIKEN. Can the gentleman tell us what is the nec~ty 
of having any agency but this one in Washington? 

l\1r. RANDALL. The gentleman, as a R-epresentatiYe here, can 
answer that as well as I can. . 

Mr. MILLIKEN. I like to get instruction from older membel's. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

For the salaries of eighteen agents for the payment of pensions, at :;;4,000 ea ch, 
$72,000. 

Foo: clerk-hire, SIJO,OOO: Provided, Tha.t the amount of clerk-hire fm· each 
agency sh:1ll be apportioned as nearly as practicable in proportion to the m nn
ber of pensioners p aid at each agency. 

1'tir. FORAN. Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the committee I offer the 
amendment which I · send to the desk: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
On page 2, line 34, amend by striking out "seventy" and inserting "s-eTenty-

eight; " so as to make it read "$178,000." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
For fuel, $750. 
For lights, $750. 
For-stationery and other necessary expenses, to be approved by the Secretary 

of the Interior, $12,000. 

Ur. FORAN. Dn behalf of the committee I offer the amendment 
which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Page 3, line 41, strike out" twelve" and insert" fifteen." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
For rents, $20,000. And the Secretary of the Treasury, where possible. shall 

cause suitable rooms to be sel apart in the public buildings .under his control in 
cities where pension agencies are located, which shall be acceptable to the Sec
retary of the Interior, for the use and occupancy of the said agencies respect 
ively. 

Mr. FORAN. On behalf of the committee J: offer the amendment 
which I send to the desk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 
Page 3, line 44, strike out the words "where possible." 

The amendment was ·agreed to. 
The following amendments, offered by .. Mr. FoRAN on behalf of the 

committee, were agreed to: 
Line 43, amend by striking out "$20,000" and inserting in lieu thereof '' $18,-

200." 

Also add at the end of line 48 the following: 
And the Secretary of the In-terior shall designate and provide suitable r ooms 

in the .Pension Building for the use and occupation of the pension agent at 
Washington, D. C., and the office of said agent shall be removed therein. 

Mr. FORAN~ Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee now rise 
and report the bills and amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly ros-e; and the Speaker having resumed 

the chair, Mr. HATCH, fmm the Committee of th-e Whole, reported that 
they .had had under consideration a bill (H. R. 5445) making appropria
tions for the payment of invalid and other pensions of the United States ' 
for the fiscal year ending June 30; 1889, and for other purposes, :md.had 
directed him to .. report it back to the House with s1mdry amendments. 

Mr. FORAN. l\Ir. Speaker, l demand the previous question upon 
the amendments and upon orcrering the bill to be engrossed and read a 
thit·d time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amendments re
ported from the Committee of the Whole. Is a separate vote demanded 
upon any amendment? If not, the vote will be taken upon them in 
gross. 

There was no objection, .and it was so ordered. 
The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was then passed. 
l\Ir. FORAN moved to t·econsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ODDER OF UUSINESS. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House now re· 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CLEMENTS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to inquire whether it is in 
order to call up the bill first in order? 

The SPEAKER. The bills come up .in the order in which they 
stand, and will. be considered in that order unless passed over by the 
House. 

.. \ 

-. 
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Mr. CLEUENTS. Then I wish to say that I shall endeavor to call 
up the bill making appropriations for the District-of Columbia. 

The motion to go into Committee of the Whole was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. MCMILLIN in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Honse is now in Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union. The Clerk will report the first bill. · 
The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 6833) making appropriations for the diplomatic and consular 
service of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30,1889, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. With the consent, as I understand, of the Com-
mittee on Foreign .Affairs, I ask that this bill be passed over. 

Mr. SOWDEN and others objected. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. I move that the committee rise. 
::1\Ir. McCREARY. .As I understand, the proposition is to pass over 

the consular and qiplomatic appropriation bill. I wish to say that the 
chairman of that committee is to-day absent, but will be here on Mon
day. We agreed that the bill be passed over. It does not lose its posi
tion on the Calendar. I hope, therefore, my friend from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. SOWDEN}will withdraw his objection. · -

Mr. SOWDEN. Upon the statement of the gentleman I withdraw 
the objection. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I withdraw the motion that the committee rise. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the title of the next bill in 

order. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8989) making appropriations to provide for the expenses of the 
government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889, 
and for other purposes. 

Ur. BLANCHARD. I ask that this bill be passed over. 
J\lr. SOWDEN. I object. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. I move that the committee rise. 
The CHAIRMAN. No motion is necessary. Objection being made 

to passing the bill over, the committee rises, pursuant to the rule, in 
order that the House may determine the question. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. McMILLIN reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, having reached House bill 8989, and ob
jection being made to passing it over, the question was reported to the 
House for its decision. · 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Will the House direct the Com-
mittee of the Whole to pass over the bill for the present? . 

Mr. CLEUENTS. I hope the gentleman from Louisiana will not 
antagonize this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debatable. 
The question being taken, there were-ayes 73, noes 8. 
Mr. SOWDEN. No quorum. 
Tellers were ordered; and 1\Ir. SoWDEN and Mr. BLANCHARD were 

appointed. 
The House again divided; and the tellers report~d -ayes 156, noes 9. 
So the House decided to direct the Committee of the Whole on the 

state of the Union that the Honse bill 8989 be passed over. 
The Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union resumed its 

session, Mr. McM:rr.LIN in the chair. · 
RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN. House bill 8989 having ,been p-assed over by 
order of the House, the Clerk will read the title of the next bill in order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 9050) making appropriations for the construction, repair, and 

preser"\"ation of certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other pur
poses. 

.Mr. BLANCHARD. On behalf of the Committee on Rivers and Har
, bors,· I desire to ask that the reading of the bill by paragraphs be now 

commenced, without any general debate. . 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request to dispense with 

the first reading of the bill? 
:Mr. KERR and Mr. SOWDEN objected. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 
Mr. NELSON (interrupting the reading). I ask that the further 

reading of the bill be dispensed with. 
Ir. KERR. Mr. Chairman, my objection was to cutting off discus

sion; I did not intend to insist that the bill be read at length. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to dispensing with the first 

reading of the bill ? 
Mr. SOWDEN. I renew the objection. 
The Clerk resumed the reading. 
Mr. NELSON (interrupting he reading). I again ask unanimons 

consent that the first reading of the bill be dispensed with, not, how
ever, to cut off debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 1\finnesota [Mr. NELSON] 
renews the request that the first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 
Is there objection? [A pause.] The Chair hears none, and it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Mr. Chairman, why does not the Clerk proceed with 
the rAading of the bill? · 

' 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Minnesota 'asked unani

mous consent to dispense with the first reading, and there was no ob~ 
jection. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Mr. Chairman, I had objected and did not with· 
draw the objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. -The Chair, after putting the request, hesitated 
and looked at the gentleman from Pennsylvania before announcing the 
result. . 

111:r. SOWDEN. The Chair must have observed that at the time I 
was entirely surrounded by gentlemen who were endeavoring to have 
me withdraw my objection; so that what happened in the meanwhile 
was entirely lost to me,- and thus an undue advantage was taken. I 
propose that this bill shall be read; that no trick shall be successfully 
practiced upon me and the House in this manner. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state-
Mr. BAKER, of New York. May I put a question to the Chair? 
The CHAIRMAN. In one moment. The Chair will state that the 

gentleman from Minnesota rose and renewed the request that the first 
reading of the bill be dispensed with. The request was stated to the 
House. The Chair hesita,ted beforeannouncing the result, and looked 
toward the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SOWDEN. The very gentleman that made the motion came 
here and asked me to withdraw my objection, and I told him that I 
could not do it; and it now seems that he went back to his seat and 
sought an tmdue advantage by making the motion when I was sur
rounded by members, as already stated, and could not possibly have 
seen nor heard what was going on. 

The CHAIRMAN. · The Chair will state that a conference having 
been had with the gentleman from Pennsylvania in the presence of 
the House, the Chair might naturally suppose that the objection had 
been withdrawn; but in order that there might be--

1\ir. SOWDEN. How could any one else withdraw my objection or 
defeat its operation by a renewal of the motion for unanimous consent 
to dispense with the further reading of the bill under the circumstances 
stated? 

The CHAIRMAN. In order that there might .be no mistake abont 
the matter, the Chair, wnen stating the request to the House, looked 
toward the gentleman. 

Mr. SOWDEN. l!Ir. Chairman, I contend that the undue advantage 
sought to be taken can not be successfully practiced. .After objection 
had been made by myself, and the Clerk proceeded with the reading 
of the bill, what right had the gentleman from Minnesota or anybody 
else to assume that my objection was withdrawn.? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Penn
sylvania that pending the reading of a bill it is not at all unusual for 
a second request of this kind to be made after the first has been ob
jected to. It occurs frequently. It is nothing unusual. 

The Chair has no desire to take any advantage of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. He thinks he will be sustained in that statement 
by the observation of the House. 

·Mr. PERKINS. I call for the regular order of. business. 
::1\fr. SOWDEN. I beg to differ with the Chair. Undue advantage 

was taken. I was so surrounded that the Chair could not see me arid 
I could not see the Chair. If the Chair was looking in my direction 
for the purpose of seeing whether I would renew my objection I did 
not observe it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair certainly saw the g~ntleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

:Ur. SOWDEN. I state now, Mr. Chairman, that I did not hear 
the Chair and did not bear the renewal of the motion; and under these 
circumstances I think! am entitled to be heard. No undue advantage 
ought to b~ obtained in a deliberative body in this way, and therefore 
I renew my objection. 

lli. BLANCHARD. It is too late. 
Mr. SOWDEN. It is not too late to do that which is right. It is 

never too late to prevent the consummation of a trick. Here we have 
a repetition, Mr. Chairman, of the same tactics that were sought to be 
perpetrated on the House a few days ago when an attempt was made 
to force this very bill through under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. BAKER, ofNew York. Will the gentleman yield tome? 
Mr. SOWDEN. No, sir; I renew my objection. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that there is no disposition 

on his part, and he thinks there is none on the part of the House, to 
take any undue advantage of the gentleman from Pennsy 1 vania. Under 
the circumstances the Chair will therefore recognize the gentleman's 
objection, as it will result only in theJoss of an hour or so in the read
ing of the bill. 

Mr. BAKER, of New York. I hope the gentleman from Pennsyl· 
vania will not insist upon the reading of this bill entirely through, as 
it will have to beread by sections for amendment. [Cries of "Regular 
order!"] It will save considerable time, as well as save the clerks, by , 
not insisting tlpon the objection. In the interest of the clerks I appeal ' 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. NELSON. I desire to make a statement. I did go over to the, 
gentleman from Pennsylvania and request him to withdraw his ob-1 
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jection. I irst requested the gentleman from Iowa. [Mr. KERR] to 
withdraw his ohjection, which he did. Then I went over and asked 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. to withdraw his objection, and I left 
several gentlemen with him who were trying to convert him. They 
were laboring with him for that purpose, but he seems not to have been 
converted. As he now seems to think there was some effort to impose 
a trick upon him, I ask the privilege of the House to withdraw my re
quest. 

Mr. B A.KER, of New York. I hope in the interest of the clerks the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will withdraw his objection, as the bill 
will have to be read by paragraphs--

Mr. SOWDEN. As I understand the bill has already been read in 
fu11, and will now be-read by paragraphs for amendment, and as my 
rights have been recognized, I will withdrawmyobjection. [Applause.] 
All I desii·e is that we proceed regularly, so that this important piece 
of legislation may be carefully and intelligently considered. 

1\Ir. BLANCHARD. I ask the bill be taken up and read by para
graphs for amendment; and that by unanimous consent the general 
debate be closed, and that the debate hereafter shall proceed under the 
five-minute rule. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
The Clerk pToceeded with the reading of the bill. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. I understood this bill was to be read. 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill is being read. 
Ur. BOUTELLE. I know that, but it was to be read in its en

tirety. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is being read now by paragraphs for amend

ment. 
Mr. BOUTELLE. But I understood the bill was to be read in its 

entirety, and that was the cause of all this quarrel. 
The CHAIRMAN. The objection was withdrawn, and the bill is 

now being read by paragraphs for amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Hingham, Mass.: Continuing improvement, ~,000. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I move to add the follo"Y'ing: 
Any part of which may, in the discretion of the engineer in charge, be applied 

to straighten the channel from the wharf to the end of Sarah's Island. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill until line 104 was reached. 
1\fr. BRYCE. Mr. Chairman, in consideration of the fact that most 

of the New York members are absent attending the funeral of the late 
Senator Conkling, I ask unanimous consent that these items of the bill 
referringtoNewYorkbepassed over informally, to be returned to here
after. 

Mr. BAKER, of New York. You have reference to the city of New 
York? 

Mr. BRYCE. Yes, to the city. 
The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman indicate the lines to which 

the request applies? 
Mr. BRYCE. I have reference now specially to lines 104 and 105. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 
Objection was made. 
Mr. NUTTING. Mr. Chairman--
Mr. BLANCHARD . . Will the gentleman from New York permit me 

a moment? I understand this request of the gentleman from New York 
is made on aecount of the absence of quite a number of the New York 
delegation who are specially interested in these appropriations for New 
York City and vicinity, and who are now absent attending the obsequies 
of Mr. Conkling; and he therefore asks only that these be passed over 
for the present, to be returned to hereafter. If the gentleman from New 
York has no objection, I wish to state that there is no objection on my 
part to acceding to the request. 

:Mr. NUTTING. I understand the gentleman to ask only that this 
item improving Buttermilk Channel, embraced in lines 104 and 105, be 
passed over. It should also include the item in regard to Gowanus 
Bay. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. If the gentleman will allow me, I understand 
the request refers to those items relating to New York City and its im
mediate vicinity, for instance, this Buttermilk Channel improvement, 
Hell Gate Channel, improvements of the East and Harlem Rivers, Go
wanus Bay, and Sheepsbead Bay. 

Mr. NUTTING. I understand. So far as I am concerned I have no 
objection. · 

The CHA.IRUAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle
man from New York that these several items be passed over informally 
for the present? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving breakwater at Rouse' s Point. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Lines 102 and 103, as I understand it, are not 
included in the request of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. FARQUHAR. I will forego for the present offering any amend
ment to lines 102 and 103, relating to the harbor of Buffalo, as I will 
go to the body which first put in the appropriation, the Senate of the 
United States, and endeavor to have an amendment made there. 

The CHAIRMAN.- That portion of the bill is regarded as disposed of. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Improving harbor at Charlotte, N.Y.: Continuing improvement, $25,000. 

1\Ir. BAKER, of New York. Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment 
I send to the desk, to come in at this point. · 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Page 6, line 113, strike out the words "twenty-five thousand" and insert in 

lieu thereof the words" making necessary renewals of piers where broken or 
destroyed by the storms of the past year; for removal of the old guide piles; for 
necessary dredging, and for contingencies, as recommended, ~7,800. 

Mr. BAKER, ofNewYork. Thisamendmentisinaecordancewiththe 
recommendation of the local engineer. The Engineer-in-Chief recom
mended an appropriation of $25,000 for continuing the work for the en
suing ye~, and that the amount could be made available and expended 
to advantage. The local engineer-! should say first in all fairness to 
the committee that they reported the whole amount recommended by 
the Chief Engineer-but the local engineer in his report in relation to 
it states in a letter which I have before me, bearing date of March 29, 
and which I shall ask consent to incorporate in full in my remarks, re
fers to this haTbor, and says that it is absolutely necessary for the proper 
prosecution of the work of improvement and for the completion ofit 
that the items recommended by him should be appropriated. I think the 
Engineer-in-Chief inadvertently recommended only $25,000, although 
he writes a letter recently, stating that he thought $25,000 was all that 
could be profitably expended during the ensuing year. He also states, 
however, that the whole amount recommended by the local engineer 
may be profitably employed in improvement and repairs necessary for 
this harbor. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the local engineer recommendS for the ensuing 
year as follows: For necess!!,ry repairs, $30,000. The exigency requir
ing this appropriation arises from the fact that during the past two sea
sons in consequence of storms the damage to the piers of this harbor has 
been very great, and hence it isnecessarythattheamountaskedfor and 
recommended by the local engineer, namely, $30,000, should be appro
priated. He also recommends for the removal of certain guide piles 
$1,500, and for necessary dredging $25,000. The report of the local en
gineer shows that during the past season ( a_nd I may say that I have seen 
this daily myself, having spent my summers there for some time past) 
in many cases vessels coming on t of this harbor of Charlotte have stuck 
upon the sand at the month of the harbor, and hence that this dredging 
is absolutely necessary. -

This harbor has contributed to the Treasury in the past year a net 
revenue of about $80,000. The imports during the year were $499,000 
and over. 

1\fr. KERR. What were the receipts of revenue there? 
Mr. BAKER, of New York. The receipts of imports amounted to 

$499,798. 
!tlr. KERR. That was not the customs receipts? 
Mr. FARQUHAR. Oh, no; the total imports. 
Mr. BAKER, ofN ew York. The net revenues amounted to $80,450.61. 

The total tonnage was 149,535 of arrivals and 146,181 of departures. 
The total number of vessels arriving 652, and departure 646. The 
business is exceedingly large. We have large lumber interests there 
and blast furnaces, extensive coal interests, shipping from the Pennsyl
vania. mines and t\l.rough a coal chute to vessels transporting it to the 
Canadian ports and to ports upon the south shore of Lake Ontario, 
shipping in this way immense quantities of coal from that harbor. 

The demands ofthis district are so great and it is so strongly recom
mended by the local engineer as an appropriation for the chief port 
upon the south shore of Lake Ontario that I feel confident in asserting 
that if the amount had been indorsed by the Chief of Engineers there 
would have been no question about its allowance. The full amount 
recommended by the Chief of Engineers was allowed, and the only ob· 
jection in the minds of the committee, I apprehend, is t{) having any 
change made in the item recommended by him. 

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE, Oswego, N. Y., March 29, 1888. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, 

a copy of which is herewith returned in accordance with your request. 
The sum of $25,000 has so little relation with my recommendations that I have 

no idea whether it is intended to leave out definite items or to make a. general 
reduction. There will be available at the end of this month $7,091.65, which 
gives a total a little less than two-thirds the amount of the estimated needs, 
taking account of the work done. Of the importance of this work there is little 
need that I should write you. The opinion which I have put on record (with 
the reasons therefor) in my report that Charlotte has better prospects than any 
other American port on Lake Ontario would make me especially regret any 
failure in this appropriation. Referring to my letter of January 6, 1887, the 
condition therein described is modified by the renewal in autumn of 1887 of 800 
feet of the superstructure of east pier, as reported in my annual report, and by 
the renewal since the date of that report of 1,400 feet of that of the west pier. 

Of the damage by storms during the winter of 1887-'88, a breach in the west 
face of the west pier 45 feet by 4 feet wns repaired in connection with renewal 
of superstructure on that pier, and a considerable loss of stone from the east 
pieD has also been repaired. The repairs made since my annual report are in
cluded in the estimate presented therein, and are paid for from the amount 
therein reported on hand, so that as regards the amount of money now needed I 
offer nothing which is not in my report. The work which has been done bas cost 
about what it was estimated to cost, and both theamountof damage by storms 
and the progress of the work go to confirm my estimates. There is less work 
now needed and there is less money on band; tae amount of money really 
needed to be appropriated for the prosecution of the work as wise economy 
calls for is the same now as then. 

"\Vith less thau the amount estimated, either the piers can not have the full 
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renewai which they need, and the expensive method of petty patch-work with 
no permanent result to show for it must be adopted, or else no reserve can be 
held for dredg ing and if the season should be one of low water the coal mer
chants must pay 'welland Oanal rates on their upper-lake shipments without 
bein"' able to load in trheir own harbor for the full depth of the Weiland Canal. 
The immediate saving which enters into either of these results can hardly be 
to the lasting profit of the United States. 

I h ave the honor to be, >ery respectfully, your ob0~f. sF~P~FREY, 
Captain of .Engineers. 

Hon. CHARLES S. BAKER, 
House of Representati..:es, Washington, D. C. 

Annual report for fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, for improving harbor at 
Charlotte, N.Y. 

Object.-To secure a navigable channel at the mouth of the Genesee River, on 
Lake Ontario. 

Pl·oject.-The original project adopted in 1829, and executed between that date 
and 1834 was to obtain a channel480 feet wide and 12 feet deep, formed and pro-
tected by parallel piers exteudin~ to deep water of the lake. . . . 

The present project, adopted m 1881, 1s to secure and mamtam, by p1er ex
tension and dredging, a channel of navigable width and 15 feet depth at extreme 
low water. 

No dredging has heretofore been done, the channel having been formed nnd 
kept open by the current of the Genesee River. 

Present works-First. West pier, 3,173 feet of crib work; being 230 feet, 10 feet 
wide, 805 feet with substructure 20 feet wide and superstructure 10 feet wide; 
cribs bnilt prior to 1834, 10-footsuperstructure built 1864, decayed to water-level; 
then 1 835 feet 20 feet wide, cribs built in 1829-'34; superstructure rebuilt in 
1864- 7Z, in need of renewal (this includes the old pier head) ; 303 feet, 20 feet wide, 
built in 1883-'84; in good condition. 

Second. East pier, 3,323 feet of crib work; being 420 feet cribs, 20 feet wide, 
built in 1829-'34,and superstructure not renewed since that time, now nnder 
water; then 646 feet of cribs, 20 feet wide, with super;5tructure of same width; 
cribs built in 182&-'34; and superstructure renewed m 1864-'67; then 800 feet, 
cribs 20 feet wide, built in 182&-'34; with superstructure 20 feet wide, renewed 
in 1886; then 1,004 feet of cribs 20 feet wide, bnilt in 182&-'34, with superstructure 
renewed 186&-'70; then 303 feet cribs and superstructure, 20 feet wide, all built 
in 18 3-'84; then 150Heet cribs and superstructure, 20 feet wide. built in 1884-'85. 
All thesuperstructureneeds renewal except those parts above described as built 
since 1883. 

Channel.-The present channel has a least width of 150 feet, with 13 feet depth 
at zero of gange. 

Operations.-The rebuilding of 800 linear feet of superstructure of east pier near 
present shoreline, wrecked by storm in spring of 1886. This work was carried 
on subject to interruption by storm and ice. Owing to difficulty in obtaining 
stone much of that used in filling the new work was taken from the dilapidated 
portions of the pier well inside the present shore-line. The work was done by 
hired labor and materials purchased in open market, after advertisement by cir
cular. 

Operations closed December 22, 1886; they will be resumed when the stage of 
water permits. The present stage is 2!- feet above the level at which work must 
begin. 

u-auge readings of water-level have been kept np at Charlotte three times 
daily during the year. 

.Remarks.-.A.t this port, since the commencement of work in 1829, the shore
line has advanced against the west pier about 1,100 feet, against the east pier 
about 700. The land so formed on the west side has been improved and culti
vated by the Ontario Beach Improvement Company, who ha-ye rebuilt along 
their river front the superstructure ofabout500feetof the old p1er. Of the land 
formed on the east side a plat was given to the United States Life-Saving Ser
vice for their station, and they are now rebuilding superstructure on their river 
front as well as protecting their lake front against encroachment by waves. 
The portions of tb e old pier occupied and those inshore therefrom are no longer 
essential to the harbor works. 

In estimating repairs required I ha>e, therefore, included only the portions 
lakeward from the new work mentioned. The old guide-piles (303) along the 
channel face of the piers, now decayed and broken to a little below water-level, 
have become a serious damage. Unless the water-level should be higher than 
usual during this season it will be necessary to do a considerable amount of 
dredging outside the entrance. The larger coal steamers were barely floated 
at the close of last season. • 

By its position on the lake, near the middle of the south shore, Charlotte has 
greater advantages in length of haul over the railroad lines which pass around 
the lake than any other port, As the lake port of Rochester (which city is the 
seat of all its business), 1t has also a wider railroad connection than any other 
port. It is also the only port having a direct communic.ation with the principal 
mining regions of bituminous coal and making large shipments of that product. 
A small quantity is shipped from Great Sodus. The ti·ade in this article ex
tends as far east as Montreal. From its railroad advantages, its favorable 
position on the lake as _regards leng:th of run in d_oubtful weather, and its 
present control of bitummous coal shipments, I consider Charlotte to have the 
best prospects of all ~he American ports on ~e Onta~io, and the completion 
and maintenance of 1ts harbor works to promiSe material benefit to commerce. 

I can not but regard the comparative statistics, presented as required, as mis
leading. The tonnage of 1881 was exceptionally large. A fu~ e~amina.tion of 
the statistics of the years past shows a general increase, which lS also observ
able in 1882-'87. 

Recommendation: At this harbor I have the honor tic? recommend, first, main
tenance of existing piers, lake sections, as above described; second, removal of 
decayed guide-piles; third, dredging to 15 feet at extreme low water, both be
tween piers and across outer bar. 

ESTIM.A.TES. 

~jSi~:.=::::::::~::::~~::~::::::::;::::::::::::~::::~::::~::::::::~:::::::~~~:::;:: 1:m 
Total. ..... : ........ ........... .................. ,.................................................... 67,800 

liiOl\"EY STATEMENT. 

July 1, 1886, amount available............................................ $2, 605.48 
.A.monnt appropriated by act approved August 5, 1886. ...... 26,250. 00 

Jnly 1,1887, amonntexpendeddnring fiscal year, exclusive 
of liabilities outstanding July 1, 1886 ............................. . 

July 1, 1887, outstanding liabilities .................... ................ . 
7,948.50 

167.60 
----"--

$28,855.48 

8,116.10 

July 1, 1887, amount available............................................................. 20,739.38 

Amount (estimated) required for completion of existing project....... 72,750. 00 
Amount that can be profitably expended in fiscal year ending .June 80, 1889............................................................................................... -67,800.00 

ac~~~n~~ ~~~liance with requirements of section 2 of rivfi and harbor 

COIDIERCIAL STATISTICS. 

Name of harbor, Charlotte, New York. 
Collection district, Genesee, New York. · 
Nearest light-house, Genesee, New York (at Charlotte), a fixed red light of 

the fourth order, on crib, 800 feet inside of outer end of west pier. Forts Niag
ara and Ontario, New York, are the nearest works of defense. 

Amounts of c<rmmerce and navigation when the work of im1'rovcment began under 
the present p1·oject, in 188L 

Arrivals. Departures. Revenue 
Imports. Exports. collected, 

No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
1881. 

652 149,535 646 14.6,181 $199,798 ... ................. 1 $80,450.6 

Arrivals and depat'iures of vessels d ttring the fiscal year ending June 30,1884. 

Arrivals. Departures. 

Description. 

Number. Tonnage. Number. Tonnage. 

254 64,404 265 65,44 0 
364 84,493 420 93,83 6 

Steamers ..................................... . 
Sailing vessels .. .... ... ................... . 

Total. ..... .. .......................... . 618 148,897 1 685 159,27 G 

Re>enue from customs for fiscal year ending June 30, 1887 ................. $72,278.32 
Value of imports same year .................. .. ....... ... ... .......... ....... .......... .....• 451,617.00 
Value of exports same year .................. .......... .... .... .............•. ............... 620,926.00 
Greatest draught of vessels about 12 feet. 

Respectfully submitted. 
CARL F. PALFREY, 

Captain of Engineers. 

I received yesterday your telegram of that date to my predecessor, Captain 
Maguire, relating to public works at Charlotte, N. Y., and replied to it as fol 
lows: 

"Superstructure decayed and damaged: West pier, 1,900feet, including40fee 
breached; east pier, 1,687 feet, including 276 feet brea.ched, of which 800 feet ha 
been repaired. N ceded : For repairs, $35,000; reserve for dredging if necessary 
$1.0,000; contingencies, $10,000; total, $55,000; on hand for next season, $20,000.' 

Stating more fully the needs: The sections of superstructure referred to us de 
cayed and damaged have been annually reported by my predecessors for severo. 
years past, as calling for immediate renewal. It has decayed from age, and, for 
the security of advantages to commerce already gained, should have been re 
newed long ago. 

As soon as money was a>ailable and material could be collected Istal'ted work 
on the east pier which was in the worse condition. On December 22 the re 
moval of BOO feet was completed, and work was closed, baving,as I need hardly 
tell you, been carried on with special difficulty at tllis season. I think both piers 
will stand the winter, though the west is old and weak. 

'.rhe money now available will put the west pier in fair but not in good con 
dition, provided no dredging is needed in the spring. The last season was one 
ofunusuallyhigh water and the coal-vessels were ba~ely floated. A little lower 
water, with ordinary loading, would make dredging necessary, and then no re
pairs, of such thoroughness as to be economical, would be possible. It is of no 
use to bolt sound timbers to rotten ones, nor is it of much more to put timbers 
which ought to last ten or fifteen years into a work which may barely bold to 
get her two or three. 

But the money now available can only be used for needed renewal, provided 
there is an appropriation for the next fiscal year. Otherwise such z·eserves 
must be kept on hand to meet the probable breaches by autumn gales that lit
tle or no general renewal of superstructure would be possible. In other words 
if there isnotmoneyenough to make the whole pier sound and strong, I mus 
wait for the storm to make a breach and then patch that. From the engineer 
ing point of view this policy is not economical. If the appropriation is no 
enough for the renewal of superstructure ns per my telegram, there is little 
doubt that breaches will occnr, the channel sufi'er, and the final cost of r epair 
be greater. 

1 need hardly urge upon you the importance of a work in which you have 
already shown interest. I will mention, however, that of ports on the south 
shore of Lake Ontario (I write without knowledge of Cape Vincent) Charlotte 
is the second in its commerce, and shows an increase, while the majority of 
Ontario ports are on the decline. 

I have written, in direct answer to your inquiry, of repairs and of the main 
tenance of present depth. I assume that the project of pier extension and o 
deepening the channel to 15 feet is known to you. '!'he published reports of my 
predecessors are easily obtainable from the office of the Chief of Engineers. 

if I can be of further service to you in this matter, command me. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfnlly, your obedient sen·ant, 

CARL F. PALFREY, 
Captain of Engineers. 

M.r. BLANCHARD. The amendment offered by tho gentleman from 
New York proposes to increase the appropriation for the harbor of 
Charlotte from $25,000, as it stands in the bill, to 68,700. That is a 
large increase. I will state to the Committee of the Whole that the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors when con idering the Charlotte llar 
bor gave it every dolla'r that the Chief of Engineers asked for as the 
amount that could be properly expended in the fiscal year ending June 
30 1889. However, 1.1r. Chairman, the committee at the request of 
·th~ gentleman fromNewYorkaddressed a communication to the Chief 
of Engineers and asked his idea ,touching t~e amount appropria le~ for 
the harbor at Charlotte. His reply I hold m my hand and I send 1t to 
the Clerk's desk to be read, because I believe it to be a conclusive an 
swer to the argument of the gentleman from New York when he states 
there is no exigency existing why this increase should be made. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEKRS, UNITED STATES ARMY, 
Washt1tgton, D. C., .ApriZ 3, 1888. 

Sm: In reply to your letter of yesterday's date, I beg leave to state that in sub
mitting an estimate of $25,000 as the amount that could be profitably expended 
at Charlotte Harbor, New York, during the fiscal year ending June 30,1889, the 
recommendations of the officer in charge of the work were duly considered, which 
were: 

L The maintenance of existing piers; 
2. The removal of decayed guide-piles; and 
3. Dredging to 15 feet at extreme low water. 
There was a balance on hand at the beginning of the present fiscal year of 

$20,73!1.38; of this amount there has been expended to date in repairs to existing 
works $13,671.80,leaving a balance of$7,067.58 still applicable to the maintenance 
of existing piers and the removal of the decayed guide-piles. 

The $25,000 asked for is to be applied, as far as possible, to dredging opern
tions during the next fiscal year, and although the full amount of the estimate 
of $67,800 made by the officer in charge could be expended to advantage during 
the next fiscal year, should it be the pleasure of Congress to grant it, it should 
be borne in mind that in the preparation of these estimates the requirements of 
the whole service of rivers and harbors were taken into consideration, and that 
there is no special urgency existing in the condition of this harbor that would 
require an apportionment of public funds in excess of the numerous similar in
stances existing of reduction, for public reasons, of estimates for funds tlmtm.ight 
otherwise be expended to advantage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. N.C. BLANCHARD, 

J. C. DUANE, 
Briqadier-General, Chief of Engineers. 

Chairman Committee on Rivers and Harbors, 
United States House of Representatives. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. That letter, I submit, shows that the appropri
ation of $25,000 for the harbor of Charlotte, which is the full amount 
the Chief of Engineers asked for, is sufficient to meet the exigencies of 
repairs at that harbor and to continue the work of-improvement there. 
I submit, therefore, that the amendment presented by the gentleman 
from New York ought not to be adopted. 

l'!Ir. BAKER, of New York, rose. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate on this amendment has been exhausted.. 
Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. I move to strike out the last word, and 

yield my time to the gentleman from New York [1\Ir. BAKER] . 
Mr. BAKER, of New York. In reply to my friend from Louisiana 

I beg to emphasize that portion of the letter of the Chief of Engineers 
which states: 

The $25,000 asked for is to be applied, as far as possible, to dredging operations 
during the next fiscal year, and although the full amount of the estimate of $67,-
800 made by the officer in charge could be expended to advantage during the next 
fiscal year should it be the pleasure of Congress to grant it, etc. 

Now, as a business proposition, recognizing the fact that this harbor 
turns into the Treasury two or three times the amount asked for in thi<; 
amendment, it seems to me there should be no hesitation on the part of 
the House in following the recommendation of the local engineer, who 
has examined the necessities of this harbor, has been on the ground, and 
knows all about them, while the Chief of Engineers knows nothing 
about them. He takes the recommendations of the local engineers 
and arbitrarily cuts them down. He has done so in this case. The 
committee have wisely under their rule given all they could of the 
recommendation of the Chief of Engineers. 

Now, I ask, in the interest of commerce and justice to this harbor, 
which is the second on the south shore of Lake Ontario, that the 
amount recommended by the local engineer as necessary, not only for 
the dredging to be carried on under the recommendation of the Chief 
of Engineers, but for the necessary repairs in consequence of the de
vastating storms of the past winter and the winter before, shall be 
granted. 

This is a matter of business. We are not asking to have money 
from the Treasury put into a new enterprise, but it is to consummate, 
complete, and carry on to perfection the work now in progress. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Will the gentleman allow me one word? 
Mr. BAKER, of New York. Yes, sir. 
Jl,fr. SOWDEN. I understand the Chief of Engineers recommends 

the amount appropriated by the bill through the committee, and states 
that that amount only can be profitably expended-thatis to say, $25,-
000-within the next fiscal year. Is that true? 

Mr. BAKER, of New York. I thank the·gentleman from Pennsyl
vania for the suggestion. The Chief of Engineers does not say that that 
amount only can be profitably expended. He says: 

And although the full amount ofthe estimate of$67,800 made by the officers 
in charge could be expended to advantage during the next fiscal year, should 
it be the pleasure of Congress to grant it-

And he goes on to say that in view of the demands of other localities, 
where new enterprises, perhaps, are being undertaken, there is not a 
special urgency existing in this case. 

Mr. SOWDEN. But the letter submitted by the chairman of t he 
committee says--

Mr. BAKER, of New York. It isthatletterfrom which I have just 
been reading. I will read the balance of the sentence in the words of 
the letter of the Chief of Engineers : 

It should be borne in mind that in the preparation of these estimates there
quirements of the whole service of rivers and harbors were taken into consid
eration, and that there is no special urgency existing in the condition of this 
harbor that would require an apportionment of public funds in exc~ss of the 
numerous similar instances existing of reduction, for public reasons, of esti
mates for funds that m.ight otherwise be expended to advantage. 

Mr. SOWDEN. What does h e say with reference to the expenditure 
of t he $25,000? 

Ur. BAKER, of New York. Just as I read it, that-
The $2:5,000 asked for is to be applied, as far as possible, to dredging operations 

during the next fiscal year, and although the full amount of the estimate of $67,-
800 made by the officer in charge could be expended to advantage during the 
next fiscal year. 

Mr. SOWDEN. Does he not also state somewhere in that letter that 
the $25,000 appropriated in this bill is all that could be profitably ex
pended on that work this year? 

Mr. BAK-ER, of New York. He does not state thatoranything like 
it in substance or effect. 

This appropriation has been urgently recommended by the Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce. Their memorial was referred to that commit
tee. It is not only a matter of importance to the city of Rochester, 
but to the State of New York and to the cop1merce of the Union gen-:-
erally. • 

I wish also to call attention to the fact that the last river and harbor 
bill, which failed to pass at the last Congress, carried $35,000, which 
was an increase over this. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. BAKER, of New 
York, and i t was rejected-ayes 43, noes 81. 

Mr.BAKER,ofNewYcrk. Noquorum. [Cries of''No!" ''No !" 
"Do not do that!"] . 

lli. BAKER, of New York. Well, Mr. Chairman, I think it is 
rather cruel, but at the instance of our friends on the other side I with-
draw the point. ' 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Improving harbor at Dunkirk, N . Y .: Continuing improvement, 515,000. 
Improving harbor at Flushing Bay, New York: Continuing improvement, 

Sl5,000. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Chairman, I move t o strike out the last 
word. I presume, sir, that not a dozen members of the House were 
aware of any intention to bring this bill up to-day. There are cer
tainly absent from the House at this time quite a number of members 
who are known to be opposed to this bill. I was called out myself a 
few moments a~o, and on:myreturn found pending an objection to dis
pensing with the reading of the bill. I heard the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. SOWDEN] complaining that undue advantage had 
heen taken of him to get this bill put in a more forward stage than it 
was entitled to. The Chairman permitted the gentleman's objection to 
stand because it was the desire of the Chair to avoid any appearance 
of taking advantage of the House. I unde~tood, and I presume most 
members of the House understood, that that decision required the reall
ing of the bill to be proceeded with: but to my surprise I learned a few 
moments later that the difficulty had been composed and that the bill 
had been ''railroaded" through all the preliminary stages; that all 
the preliminary debate had been waived under the rules, and that we 
were launched upon the consideration of the bill by paragraphs. 
Now, there must be some object in this precipitancy. 

Several MEIDlERS. There is-to pass the bill. [Laughter.] 
Mr. BOUTELLE. To pass the bill, undoubtedly, and the gentle

men who have furnished that reason are probably the gentlemen who 
are particularly interested in the passage of the bill. 

JI.Ir. FARQUHAR. They are. 
lli. BOUTELLE. Mr. Chairman, I propose now to suggest some 

reasons why those gentlemen are so anxious to have this bill passed. 
It is a very remarkable measure in many of its aspects. Here is a bill 
appropriating almost $20,000,000 of the public money, and yet a House 
which has been so jealous of appropriations that it has repeatedly spent 
hours in debating measures involving a few thousand dollars rushes to 
the discussion-not to the discussion but to the passage-of this bill 
without a single word of ·explanation on the part of anybody as to its 
character, or as to the reasons which have actuated some of its most 
remarkable provisions, without any argument being offered to the 
House or the country why we should add $20,000,000 to the appropri
ations of this Congress for the purposes provided for in this bill; $20, -
000,000 in the aggregate, to be· applied for various works upon rivers 
and harbors in behalf of which gentlemen on that committee have 
been lobbying and beseeching members in this House the past week 
or ten days to consent that the bill should be passed under a suspen
sion of the rules. Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, the special zeal of the gen
tlemen who form the pe·rsonnel of that very able, and certainly, so fur 
as this bill is concerned, very efficient, Committee on Rivers and Har
bors is explained by the fact that out of the aggregate of about twenty 
millions they have appropriated to the States which they represent the 
modest sum of$13,326,000. That statement, sir, is inside of the limit, 
because there are various general improvements which also are for the 
benefit of the States repreEeuted by those gentlemen. Those appropria
tions are not included in these figures, but to their own States they 
have appropriated nearly fourteen millions out of th e twenty millions 
carried by this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time ot the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
BOUTELLE] has expired. . 

Mr. KEAN. I renew the amendment, .1\ir. Chairman, and yield to 
the gentleman from Ma~ [Mr. BouTELLE]. 
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Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Chairman, there is a remarkable geograph
ical distlibutiou in this bill. The figures which I give are the result of 
a very hasty and cursory examination, but such an examination as I 
have been able to gi ,-e the bill satisfies me that the more it is examined 
the more its be.1uties will be developed. I find that the States of Ala
b:lma, Ar~ansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 1\Iississippi, 
North Carolina, Tcnn~see, Texas, Virginia, and South Carolina, twelve 
States, receive by direct appropriation an amount which, added to the 
amounts that will be expended within their,limits on the Lower Mis
sissippi River, aggregates $7,831,000. Here are twelve of the States 
of this Union, less than one-third of the number, which receive that 
iarge amount of money, and m~y of them are States with little or no 
seacoast States in which these appropriations are to be expended for the 
improvement of rivers, creeks, and minor streams in the interior. I 
find on examination thatthe entire appropriation for the improvement 
of the rivers and harbors of New England, with its great extent of coast 
line, amounting to thousands of miles, with its innumerable harbors 
and estuaries, and with its enormous commerce, is the magnificent sum 
of$908,000; while there is more than $1,000,000 appropriated for one 
or two hru•bors in the single State of Texas. 

I find, Mr. Chairman, while, as the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Cox] stated the other day with such emphasis and force, the great 
imperial harbor of our national coast, the harbor of New York; has been 
almost entirely neglected in these appropriations, yet for two rivers, 
the Missouri and the Mississippi, the appropriations aggregate nearly 
five millions of dollars. . 

Mr. Chairman, I have not time in this :five-minute debate to go into 
an elaborate analysis of this remarkable bill. As the bill progresses 
I propose- to call attention to some of the details of its provisions. At 
the outset of its consideration, in default of any general discussion of 
a measure involving this enormous amount of expenditure, I have 
deemed it my duty to call attention to these remarkable features of 
this appropriation bill. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
1t1r. BLANCHARD. Mr. Chairman, the Committee on Rivers and 

Harbors did not desire to occupy the valuable time of the House in 
any general discussion of this bill. We preferred results to "bun
combe. 1, In order to economize time and to make as much progress as 
possible, we desire to go at once into the consideration of the bill by 
paragraphs. 

Mr. ChaiJ:man, when the gentleman from Maine [Mr. BOUTELLE] 
rises and states that the great harbor of New York bas received in this 
bill what he is pleased to· term a "miserable pittance," I must say to 
him that I fear he has not read either the bill or the report. If he bad 
read the report which I hold in my hand it would have shown to him, 
as it has shown to every one who has read it, that there is in the bill an 
aggregate for the harbor of New York of $835,000, and for the Empire 
State of New York appropriations, all told, a,mounting to more than 
$1,500,000. And when the gentleman criticises the appropriations made 
in this bill for the New England States I will inform him that that sec
tion of country had upon the Committee on Rivers and Harbors a gen
tleman whose fidelity and ability in the discharge of his duties can not 
be questioned.by the gentleman from Maine or any one else; and when 
I tell the House that the allotments made for the New England States 
were and are entirely satisfactory to that gentleman, I do not think the 
House will be disposed to agree with the gentleman from Maine that 
the New England States have been unfairly treated in this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman has made other mistakes. He has 
stated that over $13,000,000 of the appropriations in this bill are for 
the States that had representatives on the Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors. To arrive at that amount, I presume my friend from Maine 
credited to some States that had representation upon the committee 
the very large appropriation in the bill for the Mississippi River from 
the Falls of St. Anthony to its mouth, and for the Missouri River from 
Fort Benton to its mouth-more than 3,000 miles. The gentleman 
also includes in his ·statement $1,500,000 which this bill carries for 
that channel of communication between Lake Superior and Lake Mich
igan, known as the St. Mary's River, through which there pa..'lSes more 
than four times as much commerce as all of our foreign commerce put 
together amounts to. And when a gentleman proposes to credit the 
State of Michigan with that appropriation, it is only necessary, in order 
to show how very much he is mistaken, that I should point out that 
no water way of this country is more national in character than that. 

Again, the gentleman states that for the Mississippi and Missouri 
River3 there are appropriations amounting to over $6,000,000, or nearly 
$7,000,000. . - . 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I d"id not state that. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. How much did the gentleman state? 

·Mr. BOUTELLE. I said about $5, 000,000. _. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. Now, Mr. Chairman, the rept~(li which I hold 

in my band shows that the Mississippi River, from its ~aters to its 
mouth, 1·eceives $3,392,850, and the_Missouri River, ;-u~id, $694,000, 
making, instead of five or six millions, as the gentleman puts it, only 
_about $4,000,000. I commend to my friend from Maine the bill and 
the report before be passes upon this measm;.e any more criticisms such 
asth~ . 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

' 
Mr. BOUTELLE. Mr. Chairman, I beg to state to my distinguished . 

friend from Louisiana [Mr. BLANCHARD] that there can not be much 
dispute on a question of mathematics in adding up the appropriations 
of this bill; and I do not propose to be finical about that. I have made 
the calculation of the amounts of appropriation, and my figures show 
the appropriations for the :Mississippi River to be $4,212,850; and, with 
all due respect to the gentleman, I am rnclined to think I am correct. 
M:y figures show the appropriations for the Missouri River to be $727, -
500, which I believe to be also correct. The aggregate of tl1e~e two 
sums is $4,940, 350, or about $5,000,000. So that I was not very far 
out of the way. 

The gentleman questions my estimate or my statement of the amount 
absorbed by the members of the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

I desire to say, Mr. Chairman, it is no part of my purpose to re
flect on any gentleman of this House. Every man is here on his oath; 
every man is here to look after the interests of his constituents. 

My impression, derived from the sessions of two Congresses, and the 
general impression of the House, has been as to the membership of the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors-that gentlemen go there to look 
after the special interest of their localities. The House recognizes that 
to be true of the River and Harbor Committee in a more pointed sense 
than of any other committee of this House. I make no reflection ; I 
am only stating a fact. 

I have made a computation. The gentleman says I am in error in 
crediting to the committee the appropriation for the entire length of 
the Mississippi River. I beg the gentleman's pardon when I correct 
him; I have not made any such mistake, and that gentleman is hardly 
better able to make verification of my figures than myself. 

And I will say that I am not entirely geographically ignorant about 
the Mississippi River. I have seen the river at its mouth and at vari
ous points from the Falls of St. Anthony down. I have learned the 
difference between the Upper and the Lower Mississippi. I have not 
credited the committee with the appropriation for the Upper Missis
sippi. I have simply credited it with the $3,024,600 for the Lower 
Mississippi, all of which passes through the States of the members 
represented on that committee. I would not have done injustice to 
have added a considerable sliceofthe appropriation for the Upper Mis
sissippi, for the reason that the appropriations for that part of the river 
will also mure in large degree to the benefit of States represented on 
that committee. 

My figures show, on the part of these gentlemen, a regard for their 
localities which, perhaps, is creditable to them, and for which I have 
no doubt their constituents will give them credit. Out of an aggregate 
appropriation of $19,494,783 the States represented by members on the 
committee have allowed themselves the very liberal share of $13,326,-
700. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman's time has expired. 
Ur. CHEADLE. I will take the floor aQ.d yield my time to the gen

tleman from Maine [Mr. BOUTELLE]. 
1t1r. BOUTELLE. I thank the gentleman for his courtesy. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, as there may be some criticism made of these 

figures I will give them in detail. 
The State of Louisiana receives $315,500 outside, I beg my friend to 

observe, of what accrues to that State from the Mississippi River ap
propriations; Alabama gets $412,000; Texas, $1,012,500; Mississippi, 
$126,000; Virginia, $537,500; West Virginia, $409,700; Maryland, 
$300,500; Michigan, $2,183,300. 

At that point I desire to observe that I am well aware those appropria
tions do cover, as the gentleman says, improvements which are of great 
interest and value to all parts of the country , but I submit there is a 
probability that in these figures for the impro>ement of the country at 
large the State of Michigan has not been neglected. It bas $2,183,300, 
or about three times the amount appropriated for New England. 

California receives $499,900; why they did not make it an even $500,-
000 I do not know. Illinois, $510,400; Pennsylvania, $595,000; Ohio, 
$1,039,000; New York, $1,570,800. 

I desire to say, if my friend from Louisiana is as successful in per
suading the gentleman from New York City [Mr. Cox], as he seems to 
be-in persuading himself, that the great harbor of New York is liberally 
treated in this bill, he will be fortunate. One million :five hundred and 
seventy thousand dollars have been given to the State of New Y01·k, 
but the great harbor of New York and the great sea-way channels of 
New York have received but meager recognition. 

The great bulk of the appropriations for New York State in this bill 
are interior, and not to the harbor of New York. ·They are abo>e the 
city in the northern and central portions of the State. They are very 
properly appropriated, no doubt, and will probably do much good; but 
t.he fact remains that these appropriations, while they may be --;"Orthy 
in themselves, do not account for or excuse the fact that the committee 
neglected to make a provision so long demanded by the commerce of 
the whole country, and in the interest of the whole country, for im
provements upon a grand scale in the harbor of New York. 

Again, in this bill we find Wisconsin $414,000 and 1tiassachusetts 
$378,000, aggregating, as I said before, without crediting the appro
priations upon the Upper Mississippi River, $13,326,000 to States repre
sented by members of the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Now, my friend from Louisian~ [Mr. BLANCHARD] can not get up 
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a family difficulty between myself and the gentleman from Uassa
chusetts, who represents New England upon the committee; and if he is 
satisfied and all the rest of New England are satisfied and the Com
mittee upon Rivers and Harbors are satisfied, I do not know that it 
will make very much difference whether I am satisfied or not. But 
I desire to reiterate here my opinion that in a river and harbor bill 
aggregating $19,500,000 for the improvements requisite to facilitate 
the commerce of this country, the sum of $900,000 is a meager and 
miserable allowance to the great coast lines and harbors and ri>ers of 
New England. 

I withdraw the p1·o forma amendment. 
:Ur. NUTTING. ?tfr. Chairman, I desire to move an amendment 

to strike out the last line. 
I think, sir, for at least three times since this river and harbor bill 

has been reported to the House for consideration the action of the com
mittee in reference to the great harbor of the city of New York has 
been called in question in terms not altogether complimentary to my
self, and as the only member on that committee from the State of New 
York at this time, it is proper that I should make fitting response. 

Now, I desire to call the attention of the House, and I think I am 
entitled to do so, to the exact state of facts in regard to this harbor. 
Nobody is going to dispute the fact that the State of New York has a 
great harbor. I believe that port collects about 66 per cent . of all the 
customs duties collected at all the ports oft"he United States; so, that 
the city of New York is entitled to a liberal consideration, there is no 
sort of question whatever. But I want to assert here, and I am able 
to prove it from the filets, that it has received pTOper consideration 
at the hands of the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

The gentleman from Maine [Mr. BouTELLE] says tllat a few thou· 
sand dollars have been dropped around here and there in New York 
State, amounting to some four or five hundred thousand dollars. Well, 
I should say--

Mr. BOUTELLE. The gentleman is mistaken; I did not say :my
thing of the kind. 

Mr. NUTTING. Well, you said it wa.s scattered around here and 
there in different projects throughout the State of New York, outside 
of the city, but that the great channels, the great water ways of the 
city, had been treated miserably. In substance you said that. Now, 
I undertake to say that there is not a word of truth in that; and I have, 
I think, good foundation for the assertion. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I am very much obliged to the gentleman for 
his interpretation of my language. 

Mr. NUTTING. We will see whether I am correct or not as I pro
ceed. 

Mr. Chairman, there are two great channels, two great great water 
ways in the city of New York, especially great, or three we will say. 
The first is what is known as Buttermilk Channel, New York harbor 
proper, and Hell Gate in East River. What did the committee do in 
reference to them? But first, what did the committee find when it 
proceeded to consider them? We have to-day, Mr. Chairman, for these 
projects on hand, or had on the lstday of April, 1888, for the impro>e
ment of Hell Gate and East River, $30,775 of an unexpended appropria
tion. This was on hand before the committee commenced to deal with 
the subject. Then on a recommendation of$500, 000 by the Chief of En
gineers an appropriation of $250,000 more was given. So much for East 
Hiver and Hell Gate. What do we find in regard to the main harbor 
of the city of New York? We find that for thegreatharbor of the city 
of New York, on the 1st day of April-thismonth-therewas on hand 
in the Treasury of the United States already appropriated to this work, 
and this particular spot, in the great harbor, $666,683.36. Well. did 
we stop here, and say that is enough? Did we say thatn.1iver and 
harbor bill which had been in existence for two years, and which left 
this amount unexpended-two-thirds of the whole amount appropria
ted on hand-was enough, and that we would do nothing more? Not 
at all. The Committee on Rivers and Harbors, on n. recommendation 
of $540,000, have appropriated for this particular spot $380,000 more. 
So that to-day, if the House should pa~s this bill, the particular spot 
the gentleman says is the great highway of commerce of the city of New 
York would have more than a million of dollars ready to be used in 
its improvement. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
l\Ir. CATCHINGS was recognized, and yielded his time to Mr. 'fuT-

TING. . 
Mr. NUTTING. Now, the gentleman fromNewYorktheotherday, 

and I am sorry he is not here-I allude to Mr. Cox, and I refer to him 
for he is usually a fair man and a friend of mine-referred to another 
pro~.t;Gt in this city, namely, the Harlem River improvement. He said it 
was of great importance. I admit it. This Congress, with a. generos

·ity only commensurate to the magnitude of the work to be commenced, 
appropriated in 1878 $300,000 for that project. This project is entered 
upon for the purpose of allowing the commerce which comes from the 
great West to t;he city of New York, and which is intended to go out 
upon the sea and o>er the ocean, to have free egress to the ocean; and 
hence this is !1. work of more than mere local magnitude. 

The committee rose informally: and tile following reports were sub
mitted. 

XIX--~00 

ROCK CREEK RAILWAY 00::\IPANY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HEARD, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, re
ported back the biJl (H. R. 2017) to incorporate the Rock Creek Rail
way Company of the District of Columbia, with the recommendation 
that the House non-concur in the amendments of the Senate and ask 
for a committee of conference. 

ECKINGTON AND SOLDIERS' HOl\IE RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Mr. HEARD also, ·from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
reported back the bill (H. R. 6899) to incorporate the Eckington and 
Soldiers' Home Railway Company of the District of Columbia., with the 
recommendation that the Honse non-concur in the amendments of the 
Senate and ask for a committee of conference. 

RIVE.& AND HARBOR BILL. 

The committee resumed its session. 
Mr. NUTTING (continuing). In 1878 Congress appropriated $300,-

000 for that project. Have you expended it? Not a dollar of it, even 
to this day. That $300,000 was on hand when we commenced our 
work upon that committee. 

More than that, Mr. Chairman, in 1879 the committee began with 
this $300,000 in the Treasury available, and appropriated another $100,-
000, making $400,000 for Harlem. And yet gentlemen say the city of 
New York~ with the great water ways around it, have been used meanly. 
Those gentlemen are desirous of creating a sentiment which the facts 
do not warrant, or else they have not been properly informed as to what 
has been appropriated for those projects. What did we do with Har
lem? Upon the basis of having $400,000 on hand for that project, a 
work on which not a shovelful of dirt had been removed, or n. single 
rock loosened, our committee in this bill gave $150,000 more, making 
$550,000 on hand for Harlem at this time. And yet gentlemen fi:om 
New York seek to create the impression that the harbors of New York 
city have been left unattended to. Theydo not do themselves credit, 
and, unthinkingly, perhaps, they have been unfair to me, the only mem
ber from the State of New York on that committee. 

Another thing. There has been a hint, merely a hint, but a man is 
sensitive e,·en to a hint when it relates to his own home, in talking 
of the inadequate appropriation for the harbors around the city of New 
York, thah the harbor of Oswego has been given too much. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. Allow me to su2:gest to the ~entleman that that 
statement was made by a member whois not now present. 

:M:r. NUTTING. Did you not say it? 
Mr. BOUTELLE. I did not. 
Mr. NUTTING. You came very near it. • 

, Mr. BOUTELLE. \Vell, you can shoot at the "very near;" but 
when you shoot at that statement I wish you to understand that you 

·are shooting at a gentleman who is absent. 
:M:r. NUTTING. Oh, when I shoot I will shoot with some object 

and at some object worthy of shot. [Laughter.] 
Now, Mr. Chairman--

- The CHAIRAf.AJ.~. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. ALLEN, of Michigan. Mr. Chairman, I movetostrikeoutthe 

last word, and I yield my time to the gentlemn.n from New York [Mr. 
NUTTIKG]. 

Mr. NUTTING. Ur. Cha.irman, I do not wish to be heated or ex
cited about this matter or to misstate facts. · If you will look at the 
figures which )lave been given to us here by the compiler of commercial 
statistics of the Treasury Department showing moneys collected as cus
toms at the ports in the United States you will find and these gentlemen 
will find that the city of New York collected $144,000,000, of all that 
was collected in the United States in 1887. You will find in that 
same line Boston, San Francisco, Philadelphia, Baltimore~ Chicago, 
New Orleans, 'Buffalo, Vermont, and then, Mr. Chairman, with great 
pride I say, you will find O.,wego Harbor the tenth in importance in 
the amount of money which it collects and pays into the Treasury of 
the United States. 

If you t.'\ke the last seventeen years of collections of customs-and 
that is long enough to test any question, if a man is fair, and I take it 
that gentlemen desire to be fair here when they get down to it and are 
not heated or prejudiced-if you take the last seventeen years of collec
tion of customs duties, you will find that the great city of New York has 
collected in that time the enormous sum of more than $2,000,000,000, 
which has been poured into the Treasury of the United States. That 
is so grand a resuit that it is almost incomprehensible; but when you 
go along to Buffalo you will find that in the same time there has been 
collected there about $11,000,000 in duties, and when you come to 
Oswego you will find that she has collected and paid into the TI·easury 
of the United States during the seventeen years last past, to be drawn 
against for the improvement of other harbors, nearly $12,000,000. 
Now, Mr. Ct!man, gentlemen make a mistake when they talk here 
about th~ opriations for rivers and harbors being the projects of 
particular tates or locality. · 

They are unfair to their own good sense, they are unfair to the 
country, because every pr~ject of that character in the United States 
worthy of an appropriation is the project of every locality, State, and in
dividual in the country. The harbor of New York does not belong to 

--
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New York alone. All the States in the Union pay tribute to it, as 
their products go through it and out upon the sea and over the sea. 
So at Buffalo, so at Oswego, and so at all the other commercial point.s. 
The~e projects are great national projects. Gentlemen talk about the 
?!flssissippi River, and some may be disposed to talk flippantly about 
the harbor of N E'W Orleans, and to laugh at the idea (If calling New Or
leans a harbor at all; yet they will find upon examination that in the 
value of the products exported during the last year, New Orleans comes 
secon cl upon the list of our ports-New York first, New Orleans second. 

(Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. BLANCHARD. It is now within five minutes of the time when 

the House, under previous order, will take its recess. I therefore move 
that the committee rise. -

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 

chair, Mr. McMILLIN reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill tH. R. 
9050) making appropriations for the const1·uction, repair, and preserv&
tion of certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other pur
poses, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to offer a resolution and ask unanimous 

consent for its adoption, giving this evening session to the Committee 
on Rivers and Harbors, and to-morrow night to pension business. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I object to setting aside pension night for the river 
and harbor bill. 

M1·. SPRINGER. Then I will withdraw the resolution. 

GEORGETOWN BARGE, DOCK, ELEVATOR, AND RAILWAY COMPANY. 
Mr. COMPTON, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 

reported back a bill (H. R. 6129) to incorporate the Georgetown Barge, 
Dock, Elevator, and Railway Company; which was laid upon the table. 

He also reported a bill (H. R. 9581) to incorporate the Georgetown 
Barge, Dock, Elevator, and Railway Company; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with ~he accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH INDIAN TERRITORY. 
Mr. SHIVELY, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported, as 

a substitute for House billl203, a bill (H. R. 9582) to grant to the Fort 
Smith and El Paso Railway Company a right of way through the In
dian Territory; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

House bill1203 was, by unanimous consent, laid on the table. 
A. N. KIMBALL AND OTHERS. 

Mr. OATES, by unanimous consent, reported from the Committee 
on the Judiciary a substitute for House bill 7151, for the relief of A. 
N. Kimball and sureties on his official bond as a receiver of public 
moneys; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

REAL ESTATE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
~!I·. HEMPHILL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 

by unanimous consent, reported back favorably the bill (S. 2307) to 
correct the records of the District of Columbia relative to certain real 
estate therein; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed. 

DUTIES OF COMMON CARRIERS. 
Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas (by Jl,fr. MORRILL), introduced a bill 

(H. R. 9600) to declare the duties, enforce the obligations, and regu
late the service of railroad companies as carriers of interstate commerce, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I move that the House now take a recess until 8 
o'clock, for the consideration of pension business under the special 
order. 
· The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o'clock and 58 
minutes p. m.) the House took a recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 
The recess having expired, the House reassembledat8 o'clock p.m., 

and was called to order by Mr. McMILLIN, who directed the reading 
of the following com~unication from the Speaker: 

SPEAKER's Roo:.r, HousE OF REPREsENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., ApriL 20, 1888. 

Sm: Hon. B~-..rON 1\fc:Mrr.LIN is designated to preside as Speaker pro tempore 
at tho session of the House this evening. 

J. G. CARLISLE. 
llou. Jolli..- B. CLARK, Jr., 

Clerk House Representatives. 

ORDER OF BUSIXESS. 
Mr. PIDCOCK. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit-

-

tee of the Whole House for the consideration of bills under the special 
order. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The House a-ccordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 

lli. DOCKERY in the chair. 

FRANCES AN1\TE PYNE RICKETTS. 
The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole under 

the special order for the Friday evening session. The Clerk will report 
the first bill. 

The Clerk read the title of the first pension bill on the Calendar, as 
follows: 

A bill (S. 393) for the relief of Frances Anne Pyne Ricketts. 

Mr. CHEADLE. Mr. Chairman, I shall object to the consideration 
of this bill for reasons which I gave on last Friday evening. I do not 
wish to be an obstructiorust, yet I am not willing that bills of this 
class shall be passed, unless in a House with a constitutional majority 
present. 

Mr. RANDALL. I hope the gentleman from Indiana will not ob
ject to the consideration of this bill. I have heretofore permitted it to 
he postponed many times, because I did not wish to interfere with bills 
in which other gentlemen felt an interest. The time has come, I think, 
when we should be permitted to have a vote on this bill. 

Mr. CHEADLE. I am perfectly willing, so f._u as I am concerned, 
that an agreement be made by which a limited time may be allotted 
for debate on this question, and after that the previous question be 
considered as ordered, and a vote taken in the House. But, sir, I have 
convictions on this question of class legislation; and while I have pro
found respect for my distinguished friend from Pennsylvania--

Mr. RANDALL. As I have for you. 
Mr. CHEADLE. I can not waive my convictions on a question of 

this kind. If I could have waived them in favor of any person on 
earth, I would have done so in the case of the widow of General~n. 

But, ~1r. Chairman, I hope that other men who volunteered to ~ave 
our temple of constitutional liberty volunteered from the same motives 
that I did-that we might preserve this Government, under which 
every citizen is guarantied absolute equality before the law. 

There is now' pending in this House a proposition to pension the 
widows of the men whose health was broken down in the war at so low 
a rate of pension as $7.20 a year! and from that amount up to $144 a 
year. And so long as I remain a member of this body the widow of 
no soldier who died in defense of the Government or from disease con
tracted in the war shall be pensioned at a greater rate than that allowed 
by law. The laws of this Government have fixed the rate of pension 
for the widows of enlisted men, and also for the widows of all officers 
above the grade of lieutenant-colonel. The widow of a lieutenant-colo· 
nel is given two-and-a-half times as much pension as the widow of an 
enlisted man. 
. And, Mr. Chairman, I say that under the spirit of our institutions 
that is a distinction great enough, and so long as one hundTed thousand 
claims of my comrades are pending, men broken in health, living in 
penury and want, before Congress, and pending there for years, I will 
not permit the con....<lideration of one bill of this class except it will be in 
the presence of a constitutional majority of this House. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, I do not object to the views of the 
gentleman. He is the custodian of his own judgment as well as his 
own acts; but it is a hardship that there should be a distinction and a 
discrimination made against a particular bill. 

General Ricketts was a hero in three different wars; ay, more than 
that, the very woman whom we propose to pension here was herself a 
soldier in the Army of the Union, both under fire and in the capacity 
of nurse. But I am content with the suggestion of the gentlem:ui from 
Indiana. If he will permit fifteen minutes' debate, pro and con, on this 
subject in the House on a Friday, I am content to let the matter go 
over and into a full House. 

Mr. CHEADLE. To that I am perfectly willing to give my consent. 
Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, if the previous question is ordered 

this bill comes up to· morrow. 
:Mr. RANDALL. I prefer not to make any arrangement that will 

interfere with the business of the House on any other day than Friday. 
Mr. McMILLIN. But the rules of the House can not be varied by 

our consent or action here in committee; and I for one would object 
to any proceeding which would permit any bill of this chamcter to 
interfere with the public business of the House, which is now so far 
behind. 

Mr. RANDALL. I will make the suggestion to the gentlemrm from 
Indiana, for between the two gentlemen I find I am to be under cross
fire in this connection--

Mr. ?!1cMILLIN. Permit me to interrupt the gentleman. I only. 
spoke in behalf of the public business in the House, which I want to 
further and have been trying to further, without regard to any partic
ular matter which may be under consideration, during the whole of 
this session. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not accept the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Tennessee that we can not agree here to have this go over and 
into House on Friday; because the committee has over and over again 
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agreed U.POll such COurse as to other bills which have been SO carried 
over; and I will on to-morrow myself, if there be any impediment such 
as the gentleman from Tennessee indicates, then ask consent of the 
House thn.t the bill shall go over until Friday. 

Ur. 1\IcMILLIN. And a single objecpon would force the House to 
a discussion of a half hour, and then a yea-and-nay vote, which con
sumes an hour of the time to be devoted to public business, when the 
time is so much in demand and the business so far behind. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not want a word of discussion as far as I am 
concerned. I am willing to rest upon the report of the committee and 
say not a word. I suggested fifteen minutes on either side only be
cause the gentleman from Indiana had indicated that there might be 
a desire for debate in opposition to the bill. 

]')lr. BINGHAM. I desire to say to the gentleman from Pennsylva
nia as well as to my friend from Tennessee [Mr. McMILLIN] that it 
has always been the history of cases of this character that have gone 
over on Friday night.s that fifteen minutes' discussion has been had, 
and I do not see why there should be an exception in this case. 

Ur. McMILLIN. I do not object to the discussion Euggested. I 
think such a bill, if passed at all, ought to be discussed. But I am try
ing to avoid any interference with the public business, which ought to 
be advanced and which is so unusually far behind. I am objecting to 
have the time of the House taken up with · these matters. I have no 
feeling in regard to the question at all, except to do what I have been 
trying to do for weeks-advance the public business; and I think that 
all things of this character should be made subservient to it. 

M:r. RANDALL. The gentleman from Tennessee is not the only 
member of the House who is advancing the public business. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I don't claim to be. 
Mr. RANDALL. Others are as anxious as he. 
Mr. McMILLIN. And I am glad to know that we will have the 

assistance and co-operation of my distinguished friend from Pennsyl
vania. 

Mr. TAULBEE. There is nothing whatever before the committee. 
Mr. BINGHAM. There is a bill before the committee. 
Mr. TAULBEE. I beg pardon, there is no bill before the commit

tee. 
The CHAIRMAN. The title of a bill has been read. 
Mr. TAULBEE. Andiwouldliketoknowwhatwe are discussing? 

What does this bill propose to do ? 
Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman from Kentucky has probably been 

here every Friday night, and he knows that the consideration of this 
bill has been opposed on several occasions. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I was not here on last Friday night, because I was 
sick. 

lli. BINGHAM. It has been pnt aside on four Friday nights. 
Mr. TAULBEE. What is the rate of pension proposed? 
Mr. BINGH.A. 1. A hundred dollars a month. 
Mr. TAULBEE. Then I shall oppose the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk had better read the bill, as·there is 

an amendment proposed by the committee. 
The bill was read, as follo'Ys: 
Be it enacled, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll of the United States the name 
of Frances Anne Pyne Ricketts, widow of James B. Ricketts, late a mnjor-gen· 
eral in the United States Army, retired, and to pay her a pension of $100 per 
month, to take effect from and after the passage of this act, subject to the pro
visions and limita.tions of the pension laws. 

The committee recommend to strike out "one hundred" and insert 
"seventy-five," in the seventh and eighth lines. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I shall object to any arrangement that carries this 
bill over to a Friday. The HousehasassiguedFridaynightsfortbe con
sideration of pension bills, and everybody knows the attempts that are 
being made all the time to crush out the consideration of private bills. 

Objection was made to-day to assigning three nights for the consider
ation of bills on the Private Calendar. I will say further that I am 
going to >otc against this bill. I a,l ways have voted against bills of this 
class. I have been consistent in my vote~, and have objected to the con
sidera-tion of many of these bills when a quorum was not present, and 
they were carried over to be voted upon in a full House. And there 
never was one of them that did not pass. 

Mr. RANDALL. If a bill of this 1.-ind can be passed in a full House 
by a yea-and-nay vote, why not agree to give that opportunity? 

Mr. TAULBEE. I am in favor oJ this bill having the opportunity 
now. We Iillght as well vote on it now. 

Mr. RANDALL. I want the House to agree to the arrangement 
suggested by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CHEADLE]. 

Mr. GEAR. In a full House there is an opportunity of discussing 
the bill on its merits. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has been indulging this discussion in 
order to see if some arrangement can be made. 

1\Ir. RANDALL. I have no objection whatever to the proposition 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CHEADLE]. 

The CH.A.IlU.:IAN. The Chair will suggest that some definite prop
osition bad better be submitted. 

1\Ir. RANDALL. The gentleman from Indiana I think will see my 
good faith in this connection. But here I am on one side met by t he gen-

tleman from Kentucky [Ur. TAULBEE] who says the bill shall not go 
to the full Rouse, and on the other side by my friend, the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. McMILLIN], who intimate3 that he does not want 
the bill to go over with the previous question ordered till to-morrow. 
I met the objection of tee gentleman from Tennessee by giving him the 
assurance that I would make no effort to have the Yote taken to-mor
row. Having done so, I am now obstructed by the gentleman from 
Kentucky who states that he will not let the bill get into tha,t position. 
I appeal to the gentlemen of this House to act fairly in this matter. 

I am frank to say that if you corner this bill in this way I do not 
propose to play the part ef dog in the manger and stop everything if I 
can not get this bill through. I do not propose to stop the granting of 
any pension beca,use I can not secur~ the passage of.tbe one under con
sideration. In that event I am willing you should go on and do what 
you please as to every other pension, because I consider innocent claim
ants should not suffer because of the difficulty as to this case. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Pcrbapsthe gentlemanfrom Indiana [M:r. CHEA
DLE] will allow the bill to be discussed to-night. 

Mr. DORSEY. Perhaps the gentleman from Indiana, would like t o 
have a call of the House. · 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman from Indiana, as fa:r as I can see, 
is right from his standpoint. I make no complaint whatever aga.inst 
him. But I do not like to seethe gentleman from Kentucky taking a 
position the result of which is to incorporate himself as a whole House. 
I say this respectfully. 

1\fr. TAULBEE. I wish to be very respectful towards the gentle
man from Pennsylvanie-, and I wish to say to him that I do not intend 
to obstruct the passage of this bilL 

Mr. RANDALL. But I am caught either way. 
Mr. TAULBEE. I only wish to catch yon one way, my object being 

to give the bills on the Private Calendar an opportunity of being con
sidered. Resolution after resolution has been introduced and referred 
to the Committee on Rules, ofwhich I think the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is a member, their object being to get some method 
by which we can consider the little bills on the Private Calendar, hun
dreds of them reported for four or :five Congresses, which have ne>er 
yet had a chance of being put upon their passage. And every resolu
tion in favor of and looking in the direction of considering the bills on 
the Private Calendar has been crushed by committees or by the Ho.use ; 
and it is time to stop. 

Mr. RANDALL. I hope you will not punish an innocent applicant 
on account of the alleged dereliction of Committees on Rules. 

Mr. TAULBEE. I am willing you should have an opportunity to 
have your bill passed. 

Mr. RANDALL. I hope, then, the gentleman will take charge of 
this bill. 

Mr. TAULBEE. Suppose we pass it to-night or have a call of the 
Honse? 

l\.Ir. MORRILL. In order to settle this matter I ask unanimous con
sent that the previous:question beorderedon this bill, with the under
standing that :fifteen minutes be allowed on.each side for debate. and 
that a vote be taken next Wednesday immediately after the reading of 
the Journal. · 

Mr. GEAR. I wish to amend that proposition by placing the next 
bill on the Calendar in the same position. 

1\Ir. RANDALL. Yon can not well do that. 
Mr. GEA.R. I withdraw the proposition. 
TbeCHA:m,M.A.N. TbegentlemanfromKansas [Mr. MORRILL] asks 

that fifteen minutes be allowed for debate; that the previous question 
be considered as ordered, and that the bill shall be considered immedi
ately after the reading of the Journal on Wednesday next. Is there 
objection? 

.Mr. McMILLIN. I have already given my reasons for wishing this 
bill to be considered on the day set apart for private business, and it 
seems to me they are good reasons. I think the House will agree with 
me that we are so far behind that we ought not in any way to block 
public business. I have no objection to the time being allowed for dis
cussion which has been suggested; but let it be assjgned for the day 
peculiarly set apart for private bnsine....c::s. 

The CHAIRM:.A.N. Does the gentleman from Tennessee suggest that 
Friday next be substituted for Wednesday next in the proposition which 

·has been submitted? 
1\Ir. MORRILL. Then I suggest Monda.y immediately after t he 

reading of the Journal. Will that suit the gentleman from Tennessee 
better? 

The CHAIRM~.A.N. Is there objection to the request as modified by 
the gentleman from Tennessee [~Ir. Uc~fiLLIN], tlk'tt fifteen minutes 
be allowed for debate on e.'lch side, and that the previous question be 
considered as ordered on next Friua.y? 

Mr. TAULBEE. Yes; I object to Friday. 
A MEMBER. Mond..<ty was the d:-~y. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clmh· understood the gentleman from Ten

nessee to suggest Friday. 
Mr. LONG. But the gentleman modified his suggestion. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Cha,ir understood the gentlemanfrom Ten

nessee to mention Friday. 
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Mr. Mcl\HLLIN. I indicated Friday. 
1\fr. l\IORRILL. But the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. TAUL

BEE] obj ects to Friday, so the objection prevents that order being made. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. TAUL

BEE] object? 
Ur. TAULBEE. Yes, sir; I object to any interference with the con-

sideration of private business on Fridays. 
l\fr. MACDONALD. I move to substitute Wednesday. 
The CHAIRMAN. That can be done only by unanimous consent. 
Ur. CONGER. 1\Ir. Chairman, I understood that the request of the 

gentleman from Kansas [Mr. MORRILL] was that the order should be 
fixed for Mondav. · 

l'!Ir. MORRILL. I made the request that Monday should be substi
tuted, and that the bill should be taken up immediately after the read
ing of ·the Journal on Monday next. · 

The CH.A.IRU.A.N. Is there objection to the request of the gentle
man from Kansas [Mr. MORRILL J? 

Mr. BLAND. I will not make any objection, Mr. Chairman, but I 
think we ought to have an opportunity to amend the bill. I want to 
have an opportunity to move to amend it so as to make the rate $50 
instead of $75. 

1'1r. MORRILL. Let that amendment be considered as offered now 
and as pending, and let the previous question be considered as ordered 
on the amendment and the bill. 

'l'he CH.A.IRUAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle
man from Kansas [Mr. MoRRILL] as modified by the suggestion of the 
gentleman from l\Iissouri [Mr. BLAND]? [After a pause.] The Chair 
hears no objection, and it is so ordered, and the amendment suggested 
by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] will be considered as 
pending. The Clerk will report the next bill. 

MRS. ELVIRA L. JOHNSON. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 752) to grant a pension to 1\Irs. Elvira. L. Johnson, widow of Com

modore Philip E. Johnson. 
Mr. RICE. Mr. Chairman, this bill provides a pension of $50 a 

month'forthewidow of the late Commodore Johnson. It is subject to 
the same objection made by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CHEADJ ... E] 
to the preceding bill, and I only ask now that it shall take the same 
course as that bill. 

1\fr. :McMILLIN. Let the report be read. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 
l\lr. CHEADLE. Mr. Chairman, I enter the same objection t o this 

hill as to the last. I am perfectly willing that it shall go over under 
the same order as the other bill. 

l\lr. RICE. That is all I ask. 
Mr. :Mc MILLIN. Let the report be read. 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the report. 
.M:r. CHE.!.DLE. l!Ir. Chairman, I made the same objection to this 

bill as to the last, and I understood that by agreement it would go over 
und~r the same order. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Cha.irman, there has been no statement made 
concerning this case, and I think the report ought to be read. 

The Clerk continued the reading of the report. . 
l\Ir. BREWER. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the further reading of this 

report be dispensed with. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle

man from Michigan [Mr. BREWER]? 
l\Ir. 1\Ic ULLIN. Ur. Chairman, I think that where we have a bill 

1hat varies the ordinary rule of pensioning the report ought to be read, 
especially as it can not be read when the bill comes into the House, 
because it will go there with the previous question ordered . 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentlemanfrom Tennessee [Mr. McMILLIN] 
o~j c<:ts to the request of the gentleman from Michigan [1\fr. BREWER], 
and the Clerk will proceed with the reading. 

~Ir. BHE WER. The bill can not be considered to-night; but the 
report can be printed in the RECORD. What is the use. in taking up 
t ime in reading it now? 

M r. McMILLIN. If the bill is not to be considered or acted upon 
to-!.ligbt I do not object. 

Mr. BREWER. !understand that it is not. It bas been objected to. 
Mr. CHEADLE. Yes, I have objected to the bill. Mr. Chairman, 

I do not wish to nppear as an obstructionist in legislation, and will 
not so appear; but I stated a week ngo that I should object to all these 
bills unless there was a constitutional majority present. Therefore it 
may be understood that if I am here I sba.ll object in all these cases. 
I object to this on principle. As I said before, if I would have waived 
my principles in the matter for any one on earth I would have done it 
in the case of Mrs. Logan, but I think I can give good reasons for my 
course, and I belie-re I shall be able to give my Republican friends 
Teasons that ought to make them hesitate before they build up a line 
of precedents here that are at war with the very principles upon which 
tbi::; Goverument rests. 

The report (by ML DELANO) is as follows : 
This is an application on the part of 1\IJ:S. Elvira L. J ohnson. widow of Com

Jnndore Philip C. Johnson, for pension at the rate of $50 a m onth. 

The husband of the p etitioner entered the naval service of the United States 
on the 31st day of August, 1846; January 8, 1852, he was promoted to passed 
midshipman; September 16, 1855, pt:ornoted to lieutenant; July 16, 1862, com
missioned lieutenant-commander; April13, 1867, promoted to commande1·; June 
14, 1874, promoted to captain; July 28, 1884, promoted to grade of commodore. 

He died at the navy-yard, Portsmouth, N.H. , on the 28th of January,l887. 
From the age of seventeen until he reached the period of fifty-eight, the date 

of his death, he had given to the Government forty-one years of service. 
During that forty-one years he was in the active performance of sea service, 

except nine years, when he was engaged in t.he Coast Survey service, at the 
Naval Academy, at the navy-yard at Mare Island, Cal., and at the navy-yard at 
Portsmouth, N. H. 

His medical record in the Surgeon-Genera l's Office shows that while in the 
service and in the line of duty he was s tricken down with cholera. and with 
epidemic feyer; and while at the navy-yard at Mare Island he received a con
tus ion, in the line of duty, in attempting to board a tug, which injury was in 
p tu-t the cause of his death; although the certificate of the surgeon shows the 
immediate cause of death to ha\e been Bright's disease, yet it states that" there 
is fair evidence that the disease originated in the line of duty." 

If loug service, an unblemished record, and the conscientious discharge of 
every duty which the exigencies of the service imposed upon him can entitle 
the widow of an officer of his grade to an increased pension, as a partial recog
nition of the exceptional services of her husband, the widow of this officer, in 
the opinion of the committee, would clearly be entitled to the most favorable 
consideration of Congress. The precedents heretofore established are so nu
merous and fa.miliar that it is unnecessary in this report to specify where such 
recognition has been promptly given by Congress. 

In this case there are additional reasons why the appeal of the petitioner 
should receive favorable action. 1\lrs. I ohnson is a native of Chili, and was mar
ried to Commodore Johnson at Talcahuano, January 8, 1870. As the wife of this 
American officer she sundered every tie that bound her to her native country, 
h er family, and the associations of her former life, and has shared with him the 
trials and ha.rdships incident to his occupation. 

She bas two children absolutely dependent upon her for support and educ:r 
tion, a daughter aged twelve years, and a son aged eleven years. 

In addition to this responsibility, since the dea th of her husband she has lost 
the sight of one eye and is threatened wiU1 blindness in the other. She now 
finds herself in her adopted country without the means of support, with these 
grave responsibilities resting upon her, and in a condition that renders it almost 
impossible for her by her own efforts to overcome the difficulties which sur
round her. 

'.rhe records of the service in detail of Commodore Philip E. Johnson, the 
affidavits of Mrs. Johnson, and Dr. F. B. Loring, are appended t<> this report for 
the information of Congre s. 

Your committee is of opinion that the application is one of real merit, and 
therefore report the bill favorably, with the recommendation that it do pa.ss, 
afte r amending the same by striking out "E." in the fifth line, so that it will 
read Philip C. Johnson. 

Philip C. Johnson was appointed a midshipman in the Navy August 31,184.6, 
and ordered to the Naval ~chool. 

December 3, 1846, detached and ordered to the Ohio; August 2, 1849, detached 
from the Dale and gra nted leave ; November J, 1849, ordered to the Naval 
School; May 14, 1850, detached and ordered to the Congres~ ; July 12, 1851, de
tached from the St. Louis and ordered to theN11.valAcademy; June 8,1852, pro· 
moted to passed midshiom11n. 

June 9,1852, detached from the Naval Academy and or dered to the Princeton; 
June 22,1852, order to the Princeton revoked and ordered to the Fredonia; Sep
t ember 15, 1855, promoted to master. 

September 16, 1855, prom oted t o lieutenant; September 29, 18.16, gran! ed per
mission to return from the Coast Survey steamer Active; 1\fay 26,1859, d e tached 
and ordered to the San Jacinto; October 2,1861, detached from the Con tellation 
and granted leave. 

November 2, 1861, ordered to the Portsmouth; July 16, 1862, promoted to lieu
t.enant.comm:tnder; December 2, 1863, detached from tho comma nd of the Ka
tahdin and ordered to return north.: 

March 21, 186J., ordered to the Naval Academy; January 18,1866, detached and 
placed on waiting orders; February 17,1866, he was granted three months' leave, 
with permission to visit England. 

September 17, 1866, ordered to the Sacrament<>; March 24, 1867, detached and 
placed on waiting orders i April 13, 1867;promoted to commander ; June 10, 
1868, ordered as fleet captam of the South Pacific squadron ; September 9, 1870, 
detached and pla-ced on waiting orders; October 15,1870, ordered to duty on the 
Coast Survey; July 2, 1872, recommissioned as commander, to rank from July 
25, 1866. 

May 22, 1874, detached and ordered to examination for promotion; June 14, 
promoted to captain; June 7,1874, ordered to command the Omaha.; September 
13,1876, detached from command of the Richmond and placed on waiting orders; 
April 2,1877, ordered to the navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal.; April15, 1881, detach ed 
a nd placed on waiting orders; June 1, 1881, ordered to attendance torpedo in
struction; June 15,1881, detached and ordered to command th e New Ha.mpshire; 
November 22, 1881, detached a nd ordered as Chief Signal Officer. 

June 28, I S&!, detached and ordered to command the training squadron; July 
28, 1884, promoted to the grade of colUillodore . 

October 14,1884, detached and ordered to command the navy-yard, Portsmouth, 
N . H. He died at the navy-yard, Portsmouth, N . H., on the 28th of January, 
1887. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., January 31, 1838. 
I, !\Irs. P . C. J 'ohnson, do hereby certify tha t ever since the death of my hus

band, the late Commodore P. C. Johnson, U nited States Navy, I bnve been 
s uffering with my eyes; that the sight of one of them is entirely lost and that of 
the other seriously impaired. 

The couditions above m en t ioned re nder me u nable to read or engage in nny 
occupation or pleasure requiring the use of my eyes. 

M RS. P. c. JOHNSON. 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 31st day of Jauunry, A. D. 1888. 
[SEAL.] EDWARD J. S'.rELLWAGEN, 

Kotary P ublic, D islr ict of Cohmwia. 

[Dr. F. B. Loring, 1407 New York avenue.] 
This is to certify that Mrs. P. C. Johnson is under my charge for her eyes. 

Mrs. Johnson has los t one eye entirely from glaucoma, a nd bas bad a severe 
attack in the other. Nothing but constant care and trE'n tment ·will save her 
from total blindness. This condition has existed from the ti me that she lost 
her husband . 

F . B . LORING. 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 31st day of Jan unxy, A . D. I S&'! . 
[SEAL.] EDWAIW l:iT E LLWAGEN, 

Notm-y Public , D istrict of Columbia. 
lir. GALLINGER obtained the floor. 
Mr. BREWER. I do not understand that t his bill has taken tha 

same course as the one last considered. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. G.AJ.- The report (by Mr. PIDCOCK) was read, as follows: 

LINGER] is rE.cognized. Wilhelinina. Kuhlmann is the widow of Frederick Kuhlmann, who served 'as 
Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. Chairman, this is a report from the Com- pri"ate in Company F, Twentieth Regiment New York Volunteers, from Ia.y 

mittee on Pensions,· and I understand that the gentleman who made 3, 1861, to June 1, 11:!63. Soldier applied for pension on account of rhellmatism 
June 29, 1S80. and died during the pendency of his claim, April 17, 1884. The 

the report is not present. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be widow successfully completed the claim, and was allowed the pension other
passed over, ret.'l.ining its place on the Calendar. wise due the soldier. Her own claim has been rejected on the ground that the 

l\1r. RICE. I obJ' ect. I simply ask that this bill take the same death cause, disease of kidneys and urremia, are, in the opinion of the medical 
referee, not due to rheumatism, for which pension was allowed. 

course as the Ricketts bill. The attending physician, Dr. Herman Kudlich, a practitioner of some promi-
The CHAIRl\IAN. The gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. RICEl asks nence, testifies that he was the sold-ier's family physicia.n for many years prior 

that this bill go over until l\fonday next, to be disposed of after the to and during his last illness, but did not discover the existence of nephritis 
until in the early pa1·t of April, 1884; then examined his urine and found that 

pension bill already assigned for Monday; that fifteen minutes' debate he suffered from an aggravated case of kidney disease of long standing. From 
be allowed on each side, and that the pre-vious question be then con- affiant's knowledge of the eoldier, and the history of the case, it is his opinion 

• sidered as ordered. Is there objection'? · }~:~t~~i~h~~~di;:~~;~::: and produced from rheumatism of long standing 
Mr. BLAND. Is not this widow drawing a pension? The case having been submitted to the medical referee of the Pension Office, 
11fr. RICE. No, sir. that officer held that inasmuch as medical examination of the soldier a year 
Mr. BLAND. Why not give her a pension like the others? prior to his death failed to show the existence of cardiac disease, it is not likely 

til at the fatal disease was a sequence of the rheumatism. He further states that 
Ur. BREWER. I have tried to get the attention of the Chair for the allegations of the widow that soldier suffered from dropsy for ai>out three 

the purpose of making objection to the propo~ition that this bill be years before his death are against the theory of Dr. Kudlich, regards the fatal 
fixed for consideration on Monday next. By the rules of the House urremia as the result of rheumatism, and suggests that the grounds for the doc

tor's opinion in the detailed report of his analysis of the urine should be ob-
next Monday is assigned for business of the District of Columbia. In tained. In response to this Dr. Kudlich says: 
the first place, I do not belie\e that this Committee of the Whole has "I have known the deceased soldier for some years, and during this time Iat-

t k · f h d fr h D' · C · tendedhimfrequentlyenoughformoreorlesssevereattacksofmuscularandar-
power ·0 ta e any portwn 0 t at ay away om t e IStnct omm1t- ticular rheumatism and other occasional disorders, but kept no special record of 
tee; and in the second place, I can not consent that the time of the it, as I never expected to testify about it. But I know that be suffered frequently 
House on that day be occupied by other business. We lost entirely from rheumatism (mu cular <J.nd articular). The action of his heart, which was 
the last day which was assigned for District business. considerably dilated, was at times very irregular, c..'tusing frequent attacks of 

short breathing, and preventing the disabled from his work. I do not know 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. BREWER] thatbesuffercdfromdropsy aboutthreeyearsprevioustohisdeath. J'.1rs. Kuhl

objects to the proposition of the gentleman from Alinnesota [Mr. RICE]. man may either be mistaken-mistaking rheumaticredematous swellings of the 
l\Ir. MORRILL. I move that this bill be amended by strikin!! out joints for dropsy, using this word in a mo•·e popular way-or else he has been 

~ attended by some one else, which is possible. 
"$50" and jnsertjng '' $30. " This will relieve it from all objection. "My reason t<> believe thatthefatald isease was directly caused by his frequent 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CHEADLE] will then be perfectly attacks of rheumatism and notbingelse issimply this, that lean not otherwise 

· fi d b h t · h t bl' h d b h 11 d account for it, 1\Ir. Kuhlman has, as long as I have known him, always been 
satis e , ecause t a IS t e rate es a. lS e Y t e genera aw; an moderate in his habits, especially moderate in using alcoholic stimulants; then, 
it will be sa.tistactory to all sides. on account of his rheumatic disposition, he was always very careful not to e:x:-

Mr. McMILLIN. Has this widow made application for a pension pose himself to colds. And so there is hardly any other cause left for the fatal 
under the general law? ~g~~t~~hf~~~~eg S:~~~~d t~~~~1i~ter!1ua~~t~o~~P;:!!~1~. in T1;:~~~~i~~ti~~ 

:1\fr. 1110RRILL. No, sir. of his urine, of which a very small quantity only was passed, showed. as far as 
:J\1r. ~Ic~1ILLIN. \Vhy not? I can remember, considerable albumen-over 30 per cent. I do not remember 
l\~ ,.,.ORRILL Th' 'ti · .r. serT~ce · H to have made a. microscopical exan'lination." .1.r . .1u • IS propOS! on lS .tOr a " pensiOn. er The clatm, notwithstanding this opinion, was rejected, as heretofore stated. 

husband was in service for 1orty years. While it may be true that the connection between the fatal disea o and the 
Mr. McMILLIN. I understand that; but if the widow is entitled service is not fully shown, yet this committee, knowing the impossibility of 

to · d th 11 h htt 1 ~>; • clearlydemontratingsuchaconnectionindiseasessoobscureastheonewhich 
a pensl(ln un er e genera aw, S e oug 0 app Y lOT It. caused this soldier's death, believe that the opinion of attending physicians 
1\fr. S.A. WYE R. I suppose that under the general law she would not should govern its action, unless it is self-evident that such opinion is in :!om

be entitled to a pension because she can not show that the death of her patible with the facts in the case. 
h b d d b ' th" · 'd t t h · H d' d f · In the case under consideration there is, however, a reasonable presumption 

us an was cause. Y any mg IDCI en 0 t e service. e Ie O I that the fatal disease was chargeable to the soldier's military service, and there-
old age after a serviCe of forty years. fore report favorably on the bill, and ask that it do pass. 

l\Ir. RICE. I assent to the motion of the gentleman from Kansas The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom-
[Mr. MORRILL]. mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. SAWYER. I wish to make a personal inquiry-whether it 
would be proper for the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CHEADLE] to 
give notice to the Republican side of the House when he will favm· us 
with an explanation of his views on this great moral question involv
ing so much? [Laughter.] 

The CHAlRM:AN. The Chair is unable to give the gentleman the 
information. 

l\1r. CHEADLE. Ur. Chairman, I withdraw my objection to this bill 
if it is understood the amendment suggested by the gentleman from 
Kansas is to be made. I wish to state, without occupying time, that I 
think I shall be able, and I Eay it with a great deal of respect for my 
distinguished friend on the right [Mr. SAWYER], to give him good and 
Yalid reasons why he, as a Republican, should stand where I 8tand on 
this question. 

The CHAIRUAN. The gentleman from Kansas moves to amend the 
bill by striking ont "$50" and inserting "$30." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 

the recommendation that it do pass. 
EDWARD DURANT. 

The next business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 765) granting an 
increase of pension to Edward Durant. 

The CHAIRl\fAN. This is a Senate bill which, as appears by the 
Calendar, has been reported by the House committee adversely. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask that it be passed over, retaining its place. 
The gentleman at whose instance it was placed on the Calendar may be 
able at another time to give reasons why he wished it considered. I 
ask that it be passed over informally for the present. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the bill will be passed 
over, retaining its place on the Calendar. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
WILHELMINA KUHLI\IANN. 

The next business on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 4845) grant
ing a pension to Wilhelmina Kuhlmann. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Re it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and dhected to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Wilhelmina Kuhlmann, widow of 
Ft·ederick Kuhlmann, deceased, late private in Company F, Twentieth Regi
ment New York Volunteet·s. 

JESSE H. STRICKLAND. 
l\fr. BUTLER. I ask unanimous consent for the present considera

tion of the bill (S. 381) for the relief of Jesse H. Strickland. I will 
state that I am very unexpectedly compelled to leave the city to-night, 
and shall take the train in a few minutes. 

There being no objection, the Committee ofthe Whole proceeded to 
the consideration ofthe bill, which wn.s rea-d, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll. subject to the provisions and 
1 imitations of the pension laws, the name of Jesse H. Strickland, formerly colonel 
of the Eighth Regiment of Tennessee Cavalry, United States olunteers, and 
pay him a pension at the rate ofS30 per month. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
read, as follows: 

At the end of the bill strikeout the words" and pay him a pension at the rate 
of $.30 per month," and insert the following: "And for the purpose of prosecut
ing a claim for pension, and for no other purpose, said Jesse H. Strickland shall 
be considered as having been duly commissioned and mustered as colonel of 
said regiment, to date from the 30th day of January, 1863." 

Several UEI\IBERS. Let us hear the report. 
Mr. BLAND. This is a complicated and singular case. 
Mr. TAULBEE. I make the point of order that this is not in ac

cordance with the special order for the Friday evening session. 
Mr. BLAND. This man, it seems to me, is to be uischarged in order 

to get a pension. That does not certainly come within the special order. 
He is to be placed on the roll to be discharged, and then he is to come 
in for a pension. I think we ha-d better not proceed with such a bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is a unanimous report from the committee. 
The CHAIR iAN. A part of this bill, it would seem, would not be 

in order at this time, and the Chair is of the opinion that it invalidates 
the entire bill from being considered at thi..:, ~.me. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is a bill which, under the rules, was required to 
I come from the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The CHAIRl\fAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
MRS. D. P. WOODBURY. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 5961) 
to increase the pension now paid to Mrs. D.P. Woodbury. 

l\:lr. MORRILL. The gentleman fl'Om Michigan [Mr. CHIPl\fAN], 
who reported that bill, is not present, and I ask by unanimous consent 
it be passed over. · 
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There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
I 

SALLY A. RANDALL. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 88) 

granting a pension to Sally A. Randall. 
The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it macted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au· 
thorized and directed to place on tLe pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Sally A. Randall, widowofAntipas 
Tabor, who served as private in the war of 1812. 

The report (by Mr. HENDERSON, of North Ca1·olina) was read, as fol
lows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 88} grant
ing a pension to Sally A. Randall, have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to submit the following report: 

The claimant was the wife of Antiuas Tabor, who, as the record shows, served 
as an enlisted man in the war of 1812, in Capt. Seth Staples', Company, of the 
Third Regiment, Second Brigade, Massachusetts Militia, from September 27 to 
October 30, 1814, and was honorably ilischarged. Antipas Tabor died at Trini
dad, on the Island of Cuba, April11,1831, and his widow, the claimant, married 
Albert Randall on February 20, 1853. Albert Randall died on October 19, 1873, 
and since that date the claimant, Sally A. Randall, has been, and still is, a 
widow. 

The evidence in the case establishes the above facts, and further shows that 
Mrs. Randall is a worthy woman, seventy-five years of age, in needy circum
stances, with health much impaired. The petition for her relief was signed by 
prominent citizens of Norwich, Conn., where she now resides. 

The claimant has not filed claim for a pension in the Bureau of Pensions, being 
debarred, under a decision of July 7, 1887, from a widow's title to an 1812 pen
sion, on account of her remarriage, notwithstanding the death of her second 
husband and her present widowhood. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

1\Ir. O'NEILL, of Missouri. This is a bill to grant a pension to the 
widow of a soldier of the war of 1812 w bo remarried and her second hus
band died in 1873. Of course I have no special opposition to this bill, 
but it seems to me the policy of the Government in all our pension laws 
has been to exclude from the benefit of those laws the widows of sol
diers who remarry. 

M:r. MORRILL. That was the policy of the Government. 
There was no objection, and the bill was laid aside to be reported to 

the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
ELIJAH MARTIN. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was a bill (~. R. 5522) 
for the relief of Elijah Martin. 

The 'bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted. etc., That the Seeretary of the Interior be, and he is hflreby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Elijah Martin, late a private in 
Lieut. James Whelpley's company of the Twenty-sixth Regiment United States 
Infantry in the war of 1812, at the rate of $30 per month, deducting therefrom 
the amounts heretofore received by him for pension. 

The report (by Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina) was read, as 
follows: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5522) for the 
relief o1 Elijah Martin, would 1·eport that it appears from the record in the case 
that the claimant served as a private in Lieut. James w·helpley's company, 
Twenty-sixth United States Infantry, war of 1812; that he is now aged about 
eighty-seven years, and is in destitute circumstances. He is recehing a pension 
at the rate of ~8, under act of March 9,1878. The committee would recommend 
that the bill be amended by striking out the word "thirty," in the ninth line 
thereof, and substituting therefor the word "twenty; " and also lby striking 
out the words "deducting therefrom the amounts heretofore received by him 
for pension;" and that the bill, thus amended, pass. 

The CHAIRUAN. The question is on the amendments reported by 
the committee, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike out'' thirty'' nnd insert'' twenty;'' also strike out the words'' deduct

ing therefrom the amounts heretofore received by him for pensions." 
The amendments were agreed to; and there being no objection the 

bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

JESSE H. S'f;&ICKLA.L'l"D. 
The CH..t\JRMAN. To return to the bill called up by the gentleman 

from Tennessee [Mr. BuTLER], the Chair desires to state that having 
consulted some excellent parliamentarians, he is inclined now to be
lieve the bill is in order, as the amendment of the Committee on In
valid Pensions relates to the mode of procedure for pensio-ning this 
party. Therefore the bill will be entertained at this time unless there 
be objection to the request for unanimous consent. 

Mr. BLAND. What is the proposition? 
The CHAIRMAN. That the Chair will entertain the request for 

consideration unless there be objection. 
:Mr. BLAND. I do not object to it more than to any other bill, but 

I ask for the reading of the report. 
The report (by 1\Ir. GALLINGER), from the Committee on Invalid 

Pensions, was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 381) for 

the relief of Jesse H. Strickland, have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to submit the fOllowing report: 

A similar bill passed the Senate during tbe Forty-ninth Congress, and upon 
its reference to the Committee ou Invalid Pensions of that Congress, after much 
deliberation on their part they reported favorably thereon with certain amend
ments, as will more fully appear from their report as follows : 

"The papers filed in this case may be considered as establishing the follow
ing facts: 

"That in Janunry, 1863, Strickland received authority from the Government 

to recruit and organize a. regiment of cavalry of loyal Tennesseeans. That he 
entered upon that duty and mised the Eighth Tennessee Cavalry (so named)1 but for some reason, which appears only in his own statement, was not musterec. 
as colonel, although he performed the duties for months, and was recognized ae 
such. 

"That in September,1863, he was sick with intermittent fever, and was certi
fied from time to time, from September 4 to September 19, as being unfit for 
duty, surgeon on last date expressing opinion that he would not be al>le for duty 
for several weeks. Jt is most reasonable to accept the statement that to his 
sickness and his inability to perform active service his failu-re to be commis-
sioned was attributable. · . 

"That since 1868, as is established by competent medical evidence, he has been 
more or less disabled by lung trouble, rheumatism, typhoid pneumonia, hemor
rhages, and nervous prostration. One other witness places these troubles as far 
back as 1865, and there is evidence that he wa.s physically sound before enter-
ing upon his m.llitary duties. • 

"The evidence filed is not such, in the judgment of this committee, as to war· 
rant them in recommending a pension at any arbitrary or fixed rating. 'Ve are 
of opinion, however, that justice would be conserved by giving this claimant a 
legal standing to prosecute his claim in the Pension Office, and accordingly 
recommend that the Senate bill pass with the following amendment: Strike 
out all after the word 'volunteers' in the seventh line, and insert 'and for the 
purpose of prosecuting a claim for pension, and for no other purpose, said Jesse 
H. Strickland shall be considered as having been duly commissioned and m\12-
tered as colonel of said regiment, to date from the thirtieth day of January, 
A. D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three.'" 

:Mr. GALLINGER. I can make a statement if permitted which 
will save time, unless objected to. 

Mr. MORRILL. It is a lengthy report. 
Mr. LONG. There was a surprising statement made in this case 

a year ago by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. JOHNSTON]. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gentle

man from New Hampshire? 
Mr. LONG. I have no objection. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hem'S no objection, and the gentle

man will proceed. 
Mr. LONG. Will the gentleman permit me to have this statement 

read, and then perhaps the gentleman fro·m New Hampshire can throw 
some light upon it? 

Mr. GALLINGER. Certainly. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. JoHNSTOY, of Indiana . I wish to state to the committee, I'til·. Ohairman, 
that I do not stand as an obstruction, but on the contrary wish to see every 
soldier entitled to a pension for services rendered obtain it. I wish the com· 
mitt eo to understand this, and then if it is disposed to grant this man a pension 
I ani not going to call a quorum. I was a member of the same regiment he 
claims to be a. colonel of. I helped to organize that regiment. I helped to en
list one hundred and fifty who went into the regiment. 

I went to the regiment at Camp Nelson, in Kentucky, the last of August,l8G3. 
We were there mustered. I went with that regiment through Kentucky and 
Tennessee. It was the first regiment which ever entered the city of Knoxville. 
\Ve were in the first Tennessee campaign. \Ve went up to the siege of Knox
ville. I staid with the regiment-about seven hundred men in it-until it ·was 
finally consolidated with the Tenth Regiment making one regiment, and I 
never saw that man until I snw him in this city iobbying me to assist him. HE• 
never was with the regiment, never performed any service with the regiment, 

Mr. \VISE. Let me interrupt the gentleman a moment.. I object to the bill. 
[Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be passed over. 

Mr. BLAND. Mr. Chairman, I had some intimation about this case, 
and I give notice now that no claim of that character will go through 
this House while I am here without a quorum. I look upon it as an 
attempt to muster a man in and muster him out; to make him a soldier 
and to pension him in the face of facts and against the recorcl of the 
Government itself. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Notwithstanding the statement of the gentle
man from Indiana [Mr. JoHNSTON], which the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions were cognizant of, every member of that committee, after a 
very careful consideration of this case, have agreed to report the bill in 
the form in which it appeal'S before the House to-night. I think it is 
possible that Mr. JOHNSTON has somewhat changed his mind on thisc..'1se. 
Indeed, I have an intimation to that effect. But for the purpose of al
lowing the gentleman from Missouri, who seems to antagonize the bill, 
time to investigate the matter further-for the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions has no desire to pass the bill-unless it be just and right-I ask 
unanimous consent that it be passed over, retaining its place on the Cal
endar, for to-night. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I would like to ask, before that consent is given, 
whether Mr. J(!HNSTON bas changed his knowledge of the facts? He 
may have changed his opinion, but bas he other information? 

Mr. GALLINGER. I think it not wise to discuss that matter to
night. The committee are satisfied that Ur. Strickland had recruited 
this regiment; and bad he not been sick and upon his back in bed, as 
be was for weeks, he would have been mustered as colonel of it. He 
lost his commission through sickness and through no fault of his own. 
It -was the unfortunate condition of his health at that time. this sick
ness coming upon him, which occasioned the loss of his command. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Does this bill give arrearages? 
Mr. GALLINGER. No, sir. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. That was my impression from bearing it read. 
Mr. GALLINGER That is a mistake; it simply gives him standing 

to prosecute his claim. It does not even give him a pension. 
The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the request of the gentleman 

from New Hampshire will be agreed to, and this bill will be passed 
over, retaining its place upon the Calendar. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 



1888. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 3191 
NOAII S. CRAl\IER. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 5237) 
granting a pension to Noah S. Cramer. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions n.nd 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Noah S. Cramer, late of the United 
States Navy. 

The report (by Mr. PmcocK) was read, as follows: 
Cramer served as landsman, U nitcd States Navy, from August 24, 1864, to June 

29, 1865, when discharged. 
He filed his application for pension December 24,1879, in which he alleges that 

while on the Aphrodite, about October 3, 1864, he was wrecked near Beaufort, 
N. C., and was kept wet and cold for three nights and days without change of 
clothing, in consequence of which he contracted rheumatism. The claim has 
been rejected, and the rejection affirmed by the Secretary of the Interior, on the 
ground that the evidence fails to show that the alleged rheumatism was con
tracted in the service and line of duty. 

The records of the Kavy Department show that claimant was transferred to 
the Aphrodite September 29, 1864; that the same was lost and no rolls furnished 
to the Depr.ntment. He was transferred to the 1\Ioniicello, and there served as 
paymaster's steward on account of his l:l.meness, as he. alleges, until his dis
charge. The records furnish no evidence of treatment in the service. The 
claim was specially examined in 1882, and upon this examination was based 
the action of the office in rejecting the claim. It is true that the special exam
ination failed to disclose any medical treatment for rheumatism until the fall 
of 1865, probably three or four months afterdischarge. But it is shown thereby 
that he had diarrhea, and complained of pains in his bones, and was treated 
therefor immediately after discharge. 

A continuous disability from rheumatism is clearly established by the testi
mony and the medicalexa.minations in the case. The only known officerofthe 
''esse] on which claimant last served has no personal knowledge of the alleged 
disability, but three shipmates testify to the incurrence of rheumatism and its 
existence in the service. The sp::cial examiner failed to interview one of these 
witnesses, because at the time' he was not sober enough to have his deposition 
taken;'' the other two in substance affirmedj;heir former statements. 

There are also on file two letters written by the claimant, one to his mother, 
the other to his brother, then a practicing physician. The first, bearing date of 
1\Iarch 4, 1865, says: "I have a bad cold, and am very lame at times; " the 
other, written shortly after discharge, alludes to his illness and confinement to 
bed. . 

While the evidence in the case may not be conclusive enough t-o warrant favor
able action in the Pension Bureau, yet your committee can not but reach the 
conclusion that the disability from which claimant has suffered since discharge 
is directly chargeable to the exposure endured by reason of the shipwreck 
herE'tofore referred to, and the1·efore report favorably on the accompanying 
bill, and ask that it do pass. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

LAFAYETTE LAKIN. 

Mr. MORRILL. •]).fr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to take 
up for present consideration the bill (H. R. 8211) to pension Lafayette 
Lakin . . 

Mr. SEYMOUR. Do I understand this to be a request for the con
sideration of a bill out of its regular order on the Calendar ? If so, I 
desire to object. 

l\ll·. MORRILL. One bill has been already taken up and so consid
ered. I will state that I shall not be here on next Friday. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I do not know how to get on the list myself for 
unanimous consent, and I think we had better proceed in the regular 
order. However, as this is a proposition coming from my friend upon 
the committee, I dislike to interpose an objection; and as I understand 
he will not be here on Friday next I withdraw the call for the regular 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be read. 
The bill was read, a.s follows: 
Beit enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Lafayette Lakin, late of United 
States steam-ship Albany. 

The report (by M:r. BLiss) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8211) grant-. 

ing a pension to Lafayette Lakin, submit the following report: 
The claimant in this case enlisted on July 5, 1&18, as a landsman in the United 

States Navy, and was discharged September 6, 1850. In his application for pen
sion, filed July 8, 1886, he alleges that be contracted a. severe cold, resulting in 
chronic nasal catarrh, pain over the eyes, and loss of sight. His application 
was rejected on the ground of no record, the claimant being unable to- furnish 
satisfactory testimony. 

In his affidavit he says that going from Norfolk, Va., on sloop of war Albany, 
en t ·Ottte to Vera Cruz, Mexico, he caught a severe cold in the autumn of 1848, 
causing pain in the head and resulting catarrh; that during the next year, 
picketing off Block Island, on the Mississippi coast, at the time of the Lopez 
expedition, he contracted another cold, increasing his catarrh trouble, of which 
he bad never recovered since the first attack, and from which combined attacks 
he has never recovered; that as a result of this disease his eye-sight has been 
gradually failing him, and that now he is nearly blind. 

The journals of the steamship Albany show that claimant was admitted to the 
hospital December 9, 184.'3, with cephalalgia, origin not stated. Medical referee 
of Pension Office says this is a premonitory symptom of catarrh. 

The journals of the Pennsylvania and of the North Carolina, upon which he 
subsequently served, afford no information. 

1\frs. Elizabet.h 1\IcCaull testifies that she bas known claimant from childhood, 
and up to the time of enlistment she had never seen any sign of disease; thai 
l1e was considered a healthy man; that since his return from the service he was 
suffering from catarrh, and knows that he bas been a constantsufferer therefrom 
ever since. This has been followed by a general breaking down in health and 
loss of eye-sight .. 

John D. B. Lakin testifies that he was more or less in the company of Lafay
ette Lakin during the time prior lo the year 1848; that claimant was then and 
bad been in good hE:alth; was considered by all acquainted with him a healthy 
man; that on his return home he was sutrering from catarrh. 

Arthur D. Kinney, thirty-three years of age, testifies that he has known claim-

ant from his (affiant's) boyhood, and that he has been troubled with nasal catarrh 
during all the time of their acquaintance. . 

Daniel Candy testifies that he has been personally acquainted with claimant 
since 1850, and knows that he has been a sufferer of chronic nasal catarrh ever 
since. Says that his knowledge is obtained through personal observation; that 
said Lakin came to his home in Memphis, State of New York, in the autumn of 
1850, having just received his discharge from the United States Navy, andre
mained witb him during the winter, and was employed by him during the year 
1851 as clerk in his grocery store, and thnt he lived a neighbor to him until1860. 

The examining board at Curtland, N.Y., report him as totally blind in the right 
eye; that the vision of the left eye is seriously impaired, and that there is an aper
ture in the septum narium about a half inch in diameter, the margin of which 
is in an ulcerated state. 

The claimant for many years managed his business affairs, sturdily refused to 
1\Sk for a pension, but tinding himself now in his advanced age, through busi
ness misfortunes, unable to care for himself, he seeks from the Government that 
aid to which be has so long been entitled. The man's condition is indeed a sad 
one. He will doubtless be in a few months totally blind. This condition is the 
result of the nasal catarrh. 

The evidence satisfies your committee that the disability was contracted in the 
naval service of the United States, that it has continued ever since, and they 
therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
mendation that it do p~. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FORD. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to take up for 
present consideration the bill (H. R. 4774) granting a pension to Mathew 
II. Reynolds and put it upon its passage. 

.Mr. PIDCOCK. Regular order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The regular order being demanded, the Clerk 

will proceed to read the next bill upon the Calendar. 
CYRENIUS G. STRYKER. 

The next business on the Prh-ate Calendar was the bill (H. R. 5234) 
granting a pension to Cyrenius G. Stryker. 

The bill is as follows: 
Be it enacted, ttc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to tho provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Cyrenius G. Stryker, late a private 
in Company A, Thirtieth Regiment New York Volunteers. 

The report (by Mr. PIDCOCK) was readJ as follows: 
Stryker enlisted for nine months September 3, 1862, in Company A, Thirtieth 

Regiment New Jersey Volunteers, and was discharged June 27,1863. In his ap
plication for pension, filed June 4, 1879, he alleges that in October, 1862, while 
getting off the cars on which the command was transported to ·washington, D. 
C., he was crowded against and pushed off the platform, and in the fall injured 
his spine, from which injury he is still suffering. That he was treated therefor 
by Surgeon Barkley, deceased, and afterwards at Aquia Creek hospital. In 
corroboration of his allegations he filed the testimony of Lieut·. Joseph B. Smith 
and Comrades Edward and PeterS. Smith. It is also shown in evidence that 
soldier was under medical treatment. by Dl'. James B. Van Derveer from dis
charge to 1866, and subsequently by Dl'. J. V. Fritts, for contusion of spine, af
fecting the kidneys and sexual organs. 

The claim was specially examined in 1886, and upon this examination the 
claim has been rejected, upon the ground that the evidence is not satisfactory 
as to the incurrence of disability in the service, and that medical e=minations 
fail to disclose any physical signs of disability therefrom. 

The affiants as to the incurrence of the disability are shown by the papers in 
the case to he credible witnesses. The former lieutenant is chief deputy col
lector of internal revenue for the Third New Jersey district. At the time of his 
examination by the special examiner he bad no distinct recollection of the in
jury aforesaid, but gave it as his opinion that his affidavit must have been 
based upon en h-ies in a memorandum book which has since been lost. The 
two comrades whose testimony was filed, as heretofore stated, were not inter
viewed by the special examiner. Two other comrades, however, were exam
ined by that officer, and while they are unable to testify to the precise nature of 
the disability incurred, they stat-e that claimant was in apparent good health at 
time of enlistment, and that some time during service he became disabled from 
some cause. 

The record of the Surgeon-General corroborates claimant's allegation as to 
treatment at Aquia Creek hospital in April, 1863, but fails to show the nature 
of the disability for whicl1 treated. 

That claimant has been suffering fi·om some injury of the spine eyer since 
discharge can not be doubted, while the writer of this report has personal 
knowledge of the soldier's disabled and feeble condition, the nature of which, 
however, he is unable to diagnose. 

Medical examination, it is true, discloses no physical signs of the alleged in
jury. But two medical examinations do show lumbago', lameness, and tender-
ness over sacrum.. -

The committee are of opinion that the evidence in the case corroborates 
claimant's allegation as to the injury in the service, and that he should be pen
sioned for any disability now found to exist which can reasonably be attributed 
thereto. 

The bill is therefore returned' with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

ALETTA V. QUICK. 

The next business on the Private Calendnr was the bill (H. R. 7181) 
granting a pension to Aletta V. Quick. · 

The bill is as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the In teri01· be, and he is hereby, author

ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim
itations of the pension laws, the name of Aletta V. Quick, dependent mother of 
Abram Quick, late sergeant-major ofThirtieth Regiment New J erseyVolunteers. 

The report (by 1\Ir. PrncocK) was read, as follows: 
The claimant is the mother of Abram Quick, who died of typbeid fever April 

9, 1863, while serving as sergeant-major of the Thirtieth Regiment New Jersey 
Volunteers. Her claim for pension has been rejected by the Pension Bureau 
on the ground that at the time of the son's death she was comfortably supported 
by her husband, and therefore not dependent upon the soldier. It is true that 
at. the critical period and for years thereafter the claimant's bw;;band was in 
possession of real estate sufficient to afford their support. He had not then 
come into full possession of the property, the same belonging to his father. 
Upon the latter's death. however, probably about 1866, he became sole owner 
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of one-half of the farm of 22,1 acre;!, hea vily encumbered , howe"Ver, and by rea
son of bad m a nagement, serious disnbili£y , and other causes. it gradually passed 
out of his possession, until now c laimant is really dependent. 

It is also shown by the evidence on file that the soldier sent money home 
during his service. H e died leaving neither widow nor minor child surviving 
him. 

The rejection of the mother's claim b y the Pension Burea u "on the grounds 
heretofore r eferred to, it is admitted, was proper under t.he requirements of the 
general p ension law. But Cong ress in many insta nces bas adopted a. more lib
eral view by r ecognizing present d ependence upon others as sufficient ground 
for special legislation. In fact, a cha nge in the law looking in tha t direC'tion 
bas been recommended by the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner 
of Pensions, and such a measure is now before the House. 

Believing, however, that relief should be granted in the case under consider
ation before the proposed change in the law can go into effect, your commitiee 
report favorably on accompanying bill, and ask that it do pass. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

1\'.[r. FORD. I again ask unanimous consent to call up the bill I have 
indicated. 

M:r. SEYMOUR. I object, and demand the regular order. 
GEORGE E. OLIPHANT. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 2167) 
for the relief of George E. Oliphant. 

The bill is as follows: 
Be i t enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, di

rected to place on the pension-roll the name of George E. Oliphant, late a pri
vate in Company I, Seventeenth Regiment oflndiana Volunteers, subject to the 
provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 

The report (by Mr. UATSON) was read as follows: 
George E. Oliphant was enrolled on the 12th day of June, 1861, in Company I 

Seventeenth Indianft. Regiment Volunteers, and was honorably discharged at 
Nashville, 'l'enn.\ on the 4th day of January, 1864, and re-enlisted as a veteran 
January 4, 1864, in same company and regiment, and was honorably discharged 
at 1\Iacon, Ga., August 8, 1865. 

'fbe relief asked for in this bill is based on the application of the soldier for 
pension , in which he avers that while in the service and in line of duty, at the 
town of Macon, Ga., on or about the 1st day of July, 1865, he was attacked with 
typhoid fel·er, which, together with exposure, caused the entire loss of sight of 
right eye, and bas impaired the sight of the left eye to a great extent, rendering 
him incapable of following his usual avocation most of the time. 

'l'he c:aim was rejected by the Pension Department on the ground that dis
{' :l.~e of the eyes existed prior td enlistment. There is testimony to show that 
claimant had some trouble with his eyes when a boy, but all of the witnesses 
n;?;ree that for several years before enlistment and during four years of service 
his eyes were sound. "Is it possible," says the special examiner, "that if 
claimant was subject to disea-Se before enlistment, as the reviewer t.hinks he 
w ould have served faithfully from June 12, 1861, to July 1, 1865, in the m~an 
time re-enlisting as a veteran, without showing some signs of the disability?" 

'!'be fact being established by a preponderance of testimony, and, in the op in
ion of the committee, " beyond a reasonable doubt," that the soldier's eyes were 
sound prior to enlistment. and that he had no trouble with them during his en
tire service of four years, it remains only necessary for the committee to inves
t i:::a te the question as to whether the alleged disability was incurred while in 
the sen·ice and in line of duty. At the time of the soldier's alleged disability 
the war had closed, and the soldier was waiting to be mustered out with his 
company, which was done on the 8th of August, 1865. 'l'he records of the Ad
jutn.nt-General's Office furnish no evidence of the alleged di&'l.bilities, for the 
reason that the hospital record covers only the period from January 29 1864 to 
June 30,1865, while the soldier's sickness occurred about thelatterpart::,f July 
1865. The records from that time on are lost or were never made, and the sur: 
geons at this late day do not remember the case. 

Sergt. Cnleb J. Thompson testifies that claimant, in July, 1865, at :Macon, Ga . 
was very ill and sick of fever: that said fever settled in the soldier's eyes, and 
he lost the sight of one eye and the sight of the other was greatly impaired. He 
knew these facts from personal knowledge, being a member of the same com
pany and regiment. 

Jackson Lewis testifies: 
"On July 1, 18G5, at l\Iacon, Ga.., said soldier was taken sick with fever, and so 

remained for the space of about four weeks, at which time said feYer settled in 
soldier's eyes, which resulted in the loss of the right eye and the other has been 
badly affected. I know these facts by being his nurse while be had the fever." 

Elijah Hightower testifies as follows: 
"On July 1, 1865, at Macon, Ga., claimant was taken sick with what was said 

to be typhoid fever, &nd immediately after his 1·ecovery his eyes were much 
affected; that be has been acquainted with claimant for the whole period of his 
life, and that he bas full knowledge that claimant's eyes have been badly affeC"ted 
ever since his return from the Army in August, 1865; and further, that he is 
totally blind in his right eye, and he believes his eyes were affected to the extent 
that they are by service in the Army." 

Albert L. Masters t-estifies that he has been acquainted with claimant for the 
past thirty-five years, and his eyes have been badly affected ever since his dis
charge in 1865; and further declares that he is totally blind in his right eye and 
the left eye is in a. b!ld condition. 

Jacob MeAlier and Edward Beagley testify that claimant's eyes, after his re
turn home, immediately after his discharge, were very much affected, and in 
about one year he became entirely blind tn the right eye, and the other eye is 
badly affected. 

The committee are of the opinion that it is abundantly proven
!. That the soldier's eyes were sound at the time of his enlistment. 
2. That his eyes were sound during all his service in the Army up to the time 

of his sickness in July, 1865. 
3. That the preponderance of testimony is to the effect that the loss of his 

right eye and the injury to the other were caused bysnid sickness and exposure 
on his way home after final discharge. 
H~ is proYen to be a. man of excellent character1 and to have been a faithful 

sold1er a.U through the war. The committee believe this to be a meritorious 
lli!et,ilCd therefore submit P. favorable report and recommend the passage of 

The bill -was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. WILBER. I a.sk unanimous consent that House bill 5249 may 
be taken up for present consideration. 

Mr. DINGLEY uml others demanded the regular order. 
JOHN E. SMITH. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 130) 
granting a pension to John E. Smilh. 

The bill is as follows: 
Be_ it enacted, ~tc., That; the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to cause to be placed on the pen ion-roll subjec t to the 
provisions and limitations of the p ension laws, the n ame of John' E. Sm iti.J late 
a pri>at~ in Company B, Fifty-ninth Regiment Indiana. Volunteer Infautr~·. 

The report (by Mr. MATSON) was read, as follows: 
The, Committ~e on Invalid Pens~ons, to whom was referred the bill (II. R. 130) 

grantmg a pensiOn to John E. Sn:1.1th, have had the sume under conside mlion 
and submit the following report: ' 

The record of this soldier's service is a-s follows: He was drafted in D ece mber 
and mustered January 10, 1865, as a. private in Company B Fifty-ninth Indiana 
Volunteers, and was honorably discharged July 17, 1865. ' 

He was granted a pension of $2 per month, commencing July 18,1865 and end
ing l\Iarch 17, 1880, for chronic diarrhea contracted in the .Army while' in line of 
duty. The pension was di continued for the reason, as stated by the Commis
sioner of Pensions, that the disability had ceased. The histo1·y of t-his cnse as 
gleaned from the pa pers on file in the Pension Office is about as follows: 

The soldie1· Wll;S drafted, mustered i_nto the service, and hurried awa y from a 
cold northern chmate to South Carohna, where he was put into active service 
with veteran soldiers who had become acclimated and hardened to the severe 
duties o~ army life, and while he was doing pick«:t duty at Pocataligo Station, 
on the hne of the Charleston and SavannahRa1lroad, there were continual 
heavy rains, and he was frequently drenched through and thl"Ough, and in this 
way caught a severe cold in his head, and at tJae same time was suffering with 
chronic diarrhea, which he had contracted some time previous. This cold was 
followed by a severe dizziness in his head. The cold lasted ten days or two 
w eeks and the dizziness has continued ever since. This dizziness continued 
increasing until the 21 st of November, 1868, when he was completely prostrated 
by a stroke of paralysis of the right side, since when be bas not been able to 
perform any manual labor. 

The evidence of several of his comrades, members of the same company all 
tends to corroborate the faets above set forth. He received no hospital tr~at
ment, although it is in evidence that he several times applied to the regin1ental 
P!IYsici~n, but for some cause which d<;>es not clearly appear, no treatment was 
g1ven him. The war was then near Its close, and the soldier states that the 
surgeon was absent most of the time, and the assistant surgeon, for the 1·eason 
that he was able to perform duty, did not think it worth while to prescribe 
for his chronic diarrhea. There is no dispute that the soldier contracted the 
disease while in the line of duty in the Army, and that it continued until after 
he was stric.ken with paralysis. '.fhe testimony, which is quite voluminous all 
goes to show that he was greatly emaciated when h e returned home from the 
Army, and that up to the time he was prostrated with paralysis he was able to 
perform but little manual labor. 

Special Examiner John W. Clampitt, to whom the case was referred, m a de 
among other things, the following report, August 14, ISS.'>: ' 

"He (the soldier) appears to be frank and honest in his statements and bears 
a g?od reputation in t_he community for veracity, sobriety, and go~d morals . 
~e IS al~ost totally_ diSabled for the performauce of manual labot·, the right 
side of h1s body havmg been completely paralyzed by a stroke which occurred 
on the 21st day of November, 1868." 

Dr. l\L F. Smith, who treated him after his discharge for chronic diarrhea, 
says he was informed by reliable parties that immediately after his discll are-e 
he was in a state of general debility and nervous p1·o tia tion, which pr<>ced cd 
the stroke of paralysis, and this is corroborated by Dl": Luther Johnson who 
treated h im prior to and at the time of his prostra tion by p a ralysis. ' 

His claim was rejected by the Pen ion Office on theg1·ound that the evid e nce 
was not suffiCient to establish the fact that paralysis resulted froni chronic diar
rhea contracted in the Army while in line of duty . The soldier is in a p hysical 
condition which totally prevents him from earning a living by manua l labor 
and, being in entil·ely d estitute circumstances, he is dependent on his neighbor~ 
and friends and public charity for support. 

The committee believe, after a careful consideration of this case, that there is 
a strong probability that paralysis was the result of general prostration, arising 
from <;hr~mic diarrJ;lea., contracted in the Army while in the line of duty ; and, 
so behevmg, submit a favorable report and recommend the pa sage of the bill. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
m~ndation that it do puss. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BAKER, of New York. I ask unanimous consent that the re t 
of the evening be devoted to ta'b..'ing up bills out of their order when 
called up by gentlemen particularly interested·in them. 

.Mr. SA. WYER. I object. 
Mr. WILBER. I have to leave the city ancl will be gone for two 

weeks. I ask unanimous consent that the bill I have already indicated 
be now taken np. • 

The CHAIRMAN. The regular order is demanded. 
Mr. MACDONALD. I think gentlemen who come here to look after 

their bills should have an opportunity to present them. I give notice 
that if that is not agreed to I will demand a quorum on everv bill. 

Mr. BLAND took the chair as Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole. 

HANNAH VARQUISON. 

The next pension hill on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 431) 
granting a pension to Hannah Varquison. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of t.he Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the limilution of 
law. the name of Hannah Varquison, widow of John l\f. Varquison,late private 
in Company .A, One hundred and forty-first Regiment of Pennsylvania Volun
teer Infantry. 

The report (by Mr. MoRRILL) was read, us follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the biJI (H. R. 431) 

granting a pension to Hannah Varquison, submit the following report: 
The claimant in this case is the widow of John 1\1. Varquison, private of Com

pany A. One hundred and forty-fir!lt Regiment of Pennsylvania. Volunteers. 
'.fhe soldier at the time of his death was receiving a pension for disease of the 
lungs. The application of the widow was rejected on the ground that the fatal 
disease was not due to the disease of the lungs. The cause of the oldier's 
death, as shown by the evidence on file, was congestive apoplexy. complicated 
with lung disease. 

The physician attending him at the time of his death says that be was first 
taken sick with congestive apoplexy. 'l'he second day be bad an attack of 
pletuisy of the right side. His lungs troubled him from the tirst; expector:uicn 

... 
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indicated chronic pneumonia, but the immediate cause of his death was that the 
cerebral hyperdermia produced strangulation. 

Your committee are utterly unable to decide from the evidence submitted to 
'ttbem whether the immediate cause of the death of the soldier was from the 
~ung trouble or disease of the brain, but it seems absolutely certain that at the 
worst the brain trouble only hastened his death a few weeks or months, as 
death must have resulted fmm the lung trouble before many months. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable 

recommendation. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1\Ir. DOCKERY. I ask unanimous consent to make a brief state
ment. 

There was no objection. 
1\Ir. DOCKERY. I desire to make a suggestion for the consideration 

of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. It is fair to members of this 
House who come here on Friday evenings that if one is to be recog
nized to call up a bill on a particular evening, all present should be 
recognized. That is impossible if the calling up of bills by unanimous 
consent begins about 9 o'clock. The result is that tenor fifteen mem
bere go away from here every evening without recognition. I suggest 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions that hereafter we either have 
the regular order the entire evening, or that we have the calling up of 
bills by unanimous consent commence at 8o'clock, so that every gentle
man here may be recognized. It is not fair that some should be rec
ognized and some should not be. 

1\Ir. WEBER. I suggest that the regular order be observed; but 
that unless gentlemen are here in person to call up bills when they 
are reaehed on the Calendar they be passed over, retaining their place 
on the Calendar. 

Several members called for the regular order. 
The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent not being given, the Clerk 

will call the next bill on the Calendar. 
Mr. DOCKERY resumed the chair as Chairman of the Committee of 

the Whole. 
WILLIA..l\I J. MILLER. 

The next pension bill on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 
4519) to grant a pension to William J. Miller. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I ask that that bill be passed over. 
Mr. MORRILL. I object. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. The gentleman from Kansas had a favor granted 

him, and should not object to other gentlemen present getting an op
portunity to be recognized. 

Mr. MORRILL. So far as I am concerned I am perfectly willing 
that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. OUTHWAITE] should be permitted 
to call up a bill for himself. This bill, however, that is now reached 
upon the Calendar is one in which my colleague [Mr. ANDERSON], who 
is out of the city, is much interested. And I should feel that I was 
doing him much injusti':!e if I did not insist on its being considered in 
its regular order. ' 

1tir. OUTHWAITE. Then it seems the rule which was suggested a 
few moments ago is to be violated in favor of gentlemen who are ab
sent. 

Mr. MORRILL. I understood the suggestion to be that if no one 
present called up a bill when it was reached on the Calendar it should 
be passed over. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I think when thegentlemanfromKansasstates 
that he calls up the bill at the request of his colleague no objection 
should be made. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. I withdraw my objection. 
The bill (H. R. 4519) to grant a pension to William J. Miller was 

read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place the name of William J. Miller, of Salina, Kans., 
late a private in Company G, One hundredth Pennsylvania Volunteers, on the 
pension-roll, subject to the restrictions and limitations of the pension-laws of 
the United States, to be paid a pension from. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 

Strike out the words, in line 8, "of the United States, to be paid a pension 
from." ' · 

The report (by Mr. MORRILL) was read in part. 
Mr. MACDONALD (interrupting the reading). I ask unanimous 

consent that the further reading of the report be dispensed with. It 
is manifestly a good case. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
The report is as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
4519) granting a pension to William J. Miller, submit the following report: 

The claimant in this case enlisted October 2, 1862, as a private in Company G, 
Oue hundredth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and was discharged April 2,1865. He 
filed an application for pension in 1865, claiming that while detailed to drive 
teams at division headquarters a mule threw him and injured his back very se
verely. The claim was rejected in the Pension Office upon the ground that no 
disability in a pensionable degree on account of rheumatism has existed since 
filing the claim. 

The evidence shows that claimant was discharged for chronic rheumatism 
the 2d day of April,l865,and that his general health was so much injured as to 
unfit him for the Veteran Reserve Corps. 

The late assistant surgeon of the One hund1·edth Pennsylvania certifies, Oc
tober 15,1865, that be has that day carefully examined claimant and finds that 

he is suffering from an inJury to the spinal column and lumbar muscles as the 
result of a hurt said to have been received while in the service. 

"The injw·y to t.his man I believe to be permanent and unfits him entirely 
for the prosecution of his profession. He is compelled to walk with a cane n.nd 
can not stoop to the ground for anything· without getting down on his knees, and 
in my opinion, he is totally and permanently disabled." 

I. P. C. Murdock, Henry A. Miller, and others testify that when be came home 
from the service he wa>S suffering severely from rheumatism. 

The examining board of Kansas City, Mo., reports that claimant walks with 
an unsteady gait and can hardly walk at all with eyes closed; there is tender· 
ness and loss of sensibility at junction of sae1-al with spine. His back and hips 
appear to be stiff and yet no real anchylosis. They report him totally disabled. 

The claimant seems to have been unable to establish the origin of his disabil· 
ity, as claimed, from the fact that having been detailed at headquarters he was 
away from his comrades and those who knew him intimately. '£be fact that he 
suffered severely from rheumatism in the Army seems to be clearly shown by 
hospital records and by evidence of his officers and comrades; that he was suf· 
fering at the time of his discharge and has been suffering ever since is established 
beyond a question of doubt. 

That he was sound at enlistment is equally certain. The papers have been in 
the bands of many special examiners, and, without exception, they all reported 
that there is merit in the case. and that if the injury by being thrown from the 
mule could be established the case would be Ro clear one. The matter seems 
to be "\""ery much mixed up as to the real cause of the disability. The claimant 
has failed to establish the fact of the alleged injury, but bas shown conclusively 
that he suffered in the service from rheumatism. It may be possible that what 
was called rheumatism in the service was simply the result of the injury, and 
this seems highly probable from the fact that the surgeon of the regiment cer· 
tified soon after discharge that the man was suffering from injury to the spine. 

The examining board now reports the disability, but do not attribut~ it to 
rheumatism. . 
It seems to your committee that it makes very little difference what the doc-

tors call it, so long as the disability and the suffering existed, and there can 
be no doubt but that the disability was incurred in the service, and that it ex• 
isted at the time of discharge and has continued ever since and the man is 
totally disabled. · 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill with an amend· 
ment, striking out all after" laws," in line 7. · 

The amendment of the Committee on Invalid Pensions was agreed 
to, and the bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

1\IRS. JULIET G. HOWE. 
The next pension bill on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 

8117) grantiug a pension to Urs. Juliet G. Howe. 
Mr. OUTHWAITE. I ask that this bill be passed over, if no gen

tleman desires its consideration to be proceeded with. 
:Ur. LAIRD. I ask that the Senate bill granting a pension to Mrs. 

Juliet G. Howe be substituted for the House bill. The two bills are 
identical. 

There being no objection the bill (S. 300) granting a pension to 1Irs. 
Juliet G. Howe was read, as follows: 

Be it enacled, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mrs. Juliet G. Howe, a. volunteer 
nurse during the late war, and p:~.y her a pension at the rate of $25 per month: 

The bill waE reported with an amendment to strike out in line 7 
''$25 ''and insert ''$18.'' 

Mr. SAWYER. What is the pension fixed by the House bill? 
Mr. MORRILL. · The House bill gives $18. 
Mr. LAIRD. I think I can make a statement of the facts which 

will be somewhat shorter than the s~1.tement of them in the report. 
Objection was made. 
The rep:>rt on the Senate bill (by Mr. MoRRILL) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (3 .. 300) 
granting a pension to Mrs. Juliet G. Howe, submit the following report: 

This committee has already reported a. House bill placing this lady upon the 
pension-roll at the rate of $18 per month. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill with an amend· 
ment striking out the words "twenty-five" and inserting the word "eighteen." 

Mr. McMILLIN. Is that all the report? Let the report on the 
House bill be read. 

Mr. LAIRD. That is what I want.ed permission to state. I have 
the report on the House bill in my baud. 

The report on the House bill (by Mr. MORRILL) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

8117) granting a pension to Mrs. Juliet G. Howe, submit the following report: 
The Senate Committee on Pensions reported a similar bill in the Forty-ninth 

Congress and again in the FifLieth Congress. Your committee adopt the report 
of that committee, as follows: 

"[Senate Report No. 15, Fiftieth Congress, first session.] 
"That Mrs. Juliet G. Howe served during the war with great distinction as 

an army nurse, and is now suffering from disease contracted during such serv· 
ice. 

"The records in the office of the Sm·geon-General show that Juliet G. Howe 
(at that time Juliet G. Robbins) served as nurse in Hammond General Hospital, 
Point Lookout, Maryland, from August 3, 1862, to October 5, 1863; at Columbian 
College General Hospital, Washington, D. C., from June 6, 1864, to August 30, 
1864, and at De Camp General Hospital, David's Island, New York Harbor, New 
York, from Sept~mber,1864, to September 19,1865. 

"At all places she served with great acceptance to the sick and wounded sol· 
diers and the surgeons in charge, and received flattering testimonials from them. 

"April 24, 1865, a testimonial, signed by nearly one hundred soldiers, says: 
"'She bas always been kind to us

1 
and we shall always remember her with 

pleasure. She is indeed the soldiers friend.' 
"At Point Lookout, Maryland, Assistant Surgeon Allen, United States Army, 

said: . 
"' Fn.ithful, efficient, always cheerful, beloved by t.he patients universally. A. 

better nurse could not be obtained. She has had my warmest t-hanks, and has 
my heartiest· indorsement.' 

"William H. Gardner, assistant surgeon, United States Army, on October 8, 
1863, atHammond General Hospital, says: · 

" 'It gives me much pleasure to t~stify to the charact~r and qualities of Mrs. 

• 
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.Juliet G. Robbins (now Howe), who has long been a nurse in this hospital. 
• * * In he:- wards she was kind and attentive to the sick and wounded 
under her care, ever ready to relieve their wants, anp never sparing of labor or 
pains which could conduce to their happiness or conitort.' 

"At same hospital, April10,1866, Th. Siebold,acting assistant surgeon, United 
States Army: 

"• I take pleasure in offering this trifling mark of regard for Mrs . .Juliet G. 
Robbins (now Howe) and l\!rs. M. S. Poole, who have so faithfully attended in 
my ward since the 20th December last.' 

"The above indorsed by S. H. Allison, acting assistant surgeon, United States 
Army, and surgeon of volunteers. 

"At De Camp General Hospital, 1\Iay 22, 1865, T. E. Martindale, assistant sur
geon, Uruted States Volunteers, says: 

"'My connection with this hospital being about to terminate, I find it diffi
cult to leave without tendering you this expression of my high esteem for you 
"' * * I testify to your untiring devotion, your unceasing attention, and your 
success in ministering to the patients, * * * and the eminent abilities you 
have displayed in your profession of nurse.' 

"This and other testimonials, and the proof of disease and suffering from the 
sacrifices she then made, satisfy your committee she is entitled to the pension 
she seeks, and they report said bill favorably. 

"Your committee have made diligent inquiry at the offices of Adjutant-Gen
eral, United States Army, and Surgeon-General, and can not find that the said 
nurse was paid for any such service." 

The committee recommend the passage of the bill; but also recommend that 
the words "twenty-five," in line 7, be stricken out and the word ''eighteen" be 
inserted. 

The amendment striking out "$25" and inserting "$18" was agreed 
to. 

The Senate bill (S. 300) as amended was ordered to be reported to 
the House with a favorable recommendation; and the House bill (H. 
n. 8117) was ordered to be reported with the recommendation that it 
do lie.on the i:.c'l.ble. . 

JHr. WILBER. I ask unanimous consent to have the bill H. R. 5249 
taken up now, as I expect to be absent for two weeks. 

Mr. SPOONER. I call for tho regular order. 
-The CHAIRUAN. The regular order is called. The Clerk will re

port the next bill. 
ABBIE R. BROWN. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 7642) granting a. pension to Abbie R. Brown. 

Mr. FORD. Ur. Chairman, unless the gentleman who introduced 
that bill is present to ask for its consideration, or some member calls 
for its consideration, I ask unanimous consent that it be laid aside, re-
taining its place on the Calendar. . 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

HANNAH H. GRANT. 

The Clerk read the title of the next bill, as follows: 
A bill (H. R. 74.66) granting a pension to Hannah H. Grant. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent that 
that bill be laid aside, retaining its place on the Calendar. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, inorderto save time I suggestthat 
the Clerk read the bills in their order on the Calendar, and when a bill 
is read, if no member asks for its consideration let it be laid aside, re
taining its place on the Calendar. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

FRANK LEWIS. 

The next bill on the Calendar, the consideration of which was ·asked 
by Mr. DINGLEY, was the bill (H. R. 7574) granting a pension to Frank 
Lewis. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby is, author

ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the pension laws, the 
name of Frank Lewis, non compos son of Franklin Lewis, Company B, First 
Battalion Infantry Maine Volunteers. 

r.rhe report (by Mr. GALLINGER) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

7574) granting a pension t-o Frank Lewis, respectfully report as follows: 
Claimant is the son of Franklin Lewis, late of Company B, First Battalion 

Infantry Maine Volunteers. The father died from his army service in Wash
ington, D. C., and the widow drew a pension until her remarriage. The claim
ant also drew a pension until he was sixteen years of age. It is now asked 
that a. pension be granted on the ground of physical and menta.! unsoundness 
to an extent which wholly incapacitates claimant from earning a. living. On 
this point conclusive evidence is filed with the committee, among which are the 
following papers: 

"PEMAQUID, LINCOLN COUNTY, 1\lAINE, February 15, 1888. 
" This is to certify that I have examined Frank Lewis, and I find in him a 

congenital deficiency of cerebral development, whereby I consider him incapa
ble of properly managing his financial affairs or of maintaining himself; Rndi 
further declare that I have no interest, direct or indirect,in the above statement. 

"W. S. BRAINERD, 1\I. D. 

"Personally apJ>eared before me, N . .J. Hanna, a justice of the peace in and 
for the county of Lincoln, this 15th day of February, A. D. 1888, and made oath 
to the above affidavit, 

. _. "N.J. HANNA., Justice." 

NEW HARBOR, ME., FibrttaMJ 4,1888. 
"I, ~b9rt A. Brackett, do depose that I am the last legal guardian of Frank 

Lewis, the son of Fl·ank.lin Lewis, late of Company B, Regiment First Battal
ion Infantry of 11Iaine Volunteers, and that I have been his legal and lawful 
guardian since he was fourteen years of age. · I further depose that he was 
about two years of age when I married his mother. and that she was then 

• 

·-

drawing a pension for her husband, Franklin Lewis, late of Company B, First 
Battalion Infantry of :Maine Volunteers, which was conferrerl upon her son, 
Frank Lewis, and that he continued to draw said pension until he was sixteen 
years of age. 

"I further depose that I have supported the said Frank Lewis since he was 
sixteen years of age, and that he is not of sound mind, but., in other words, men
tally and physically affected and wholly incapacitated to self-support, and that 
he has no other means of self-support sn.ve what I procure. I have a large fam
ily of my own and can not support them as they should be, having no income 
but what my own hands produce. I marr~ed his mother about twenty years 
ago, and have no interest in this matter further than he is my wife's son and 
that I am wholly unable to support an idiotic boy whose father died in the serv· 
ice of his country. 

"Witness: 
"ROBERT A. BRA.OKETT. 

"CHAS. LOLAND. 
"WILLIAM HARMON. '' 

"Personally appeared before me, N . .J. Hanna, a justice of the peace in and 
for the county of Lincoln, the said Robert A. Brackett, and made oath to the 
above affidavit. 

"This 16th day of February, A. D. 1888.'' 
"N • .J. llANNA, Jusiice. 

This ca...«e seems to come directly within the precedents of Congress. 
Your committee recommend that the bill be amended by inserting after the. 

word "volunteers," in the last line, the words "at the rate of $18 per month, 
payable to his legal guardian," and with these amendments 1·ecommend the 
passage of the bill. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House with 

the recommendation that it do pass. 

ELIZABETH TWIGG. 

The next bill on the Calendar, the considern.tion of which was o.sked 
for by Mr. SPOONER, was the bill {H. R. 5847) granting a pension to 
Elizabeth Twigg. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place upon the pension-roll the name of Elizabeth 
Twigg, as dependent mother of Henry Twigg, late a member of Company H, 
Fourteenth Regiment United States Infantry, and pay her a pension, subject to 
the provisions and limitations of the pension ln.ws. 

The report (by Mr. SPOONER) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom wa.s referred the bill (H. n. 

5847) granting a. pension to Elizabeth Twigg, respectfully report : 
Elizabeth Twigg is the mother· of Henry Twigg, who was a private of Com

pany H, Fourteenth Regiment United States Infantry. 
The soldier enlisted in said service .July 16,1851, and was discharged .January 

15, 1862, upon surgeon's certificate of disability, and died .June 14, 1866, leaving 
neither widow nor minor child surviving him. 

The mother's claim for pension was rejected by the Pension Office on the 
ground that no record or other evidence established that death of soldier w s 
due to the service and line of duty. 

The soldier's discharge, as stated in said certificate of disability, was because 
of hernia, which entirely disabled him from duty as a. soldier. It is also stated 
in said certificate that "said Henry Twigg had hernia when enlisted," though 
all other testimony on file, of his comrades and neighbors, attests his soundness 
prior to and after enlistment, and (which seeiDS concliUiive of the fact) the ex
amining surgeon certified, in the soldier's original enlistment papers, that he 
carefully examined said Twigg, "a.nd that in my opinion he is free from all 
bodily defects and mental infirmity which would, in any way, disqualify him 
from performing the duties of a soldier.'' 

The evidence also shows the continued good health of the soldier until the 
time of the sickness which resulted in his discha.rge, the cause and coru-se of 
which is stated by Sergt. W. H. Myers, of the same company, as follows: 

"I first met him at Fort Trumbull, Conn.; on or about August 15,1861. Shortly 
after the regiment was ordered into Camp Thomas. Never knew him to be sick 
in said camp. Shortly after the regiment was ordered to Perryville, Md. ar
riving on or about 1st November, 1861. I remember Twigg doing picket duty 
with me up th~ river some time in November, 1861. * • • I was sergeant of 
the guard. * • * 

''I remember it being a cold, stormy time; wood wet; men shivering and wet, 
and insufficient tenting to protect the men. I 1·emember Twigg from the fact he 
seemed to be always the life of the company-jovial and happy. On this occa
sion he was taken sick. Twigg complained to me of achlng pains in head, 
breast, and over the abdomen, claiming he had caught a severe cold, which in
dications proved to me by his hoarseness and continued coughing. I ordered 
him to camp, * * * and afterwards saw him in regimental hospital, to my 
judgment a very sick man.. * * * Twigg seemed to me to be entirely broken 
down." 

.A. special examiner of the Pension Office reports said Myers's "reputation 
and standing good-A, No.I." 

The public record of said soldier's death states "abscess " ns "disease, or 
cause of death." 

Dr. A. C. Dedrick, formerly an army surgeon, testified.that he attended the 
soldier professionally, after his discharge until his death, and that-

"He was suffering from hernia and a broken-down constitution generally, as 
regards health, arising, as I was informed and believe, from exposure while in 
theArmy. * * * Neartheclosehehadalargeinguinalabscess, which opened 
externally, after which he rapidly sank. Whether in his case the immediate 
cause of death was more the result of this than from the general break up of the 
powers oflife-a distinction of infinitely small moment if justice is the object in 
view-at this late date I am quite unable to say.'' 

The fact is clearly established that, from the time of his discharge to the time 
of his death, the soldier was completely broken down in constitution and health, 
unable to perform any manual labor, and continually growing weaker until he 
died. 

The mother has been a widow for many years; she is without property, and 
dependent upon her own labors for support; and her dependence upon her said 
son 1 prior to his enlistment, is established. 

Your committee, being satisfied that the disease of which the soldier died re
sultcdfrom his military service and the exposure and hardships incurred therein, 
recommend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

HENRY B. VERY. 

The next bill on the Calendar, the consideration of which was asked 
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by :Mr. SPOONER, was a bill (S. 173) granting a pension to Henry B. 
Very. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension·roll, subject to the provisions and 
limil::.tions of the pension law.s, the name of Henry B. Very, late a private in 
Company .A., Twelfth Rhode Island Volunteers. 

The report (by Mr. SPOONER) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 173) 
granting a pension to Henry B. Very, respectfLllly report: 

That the Senate report upon said bill is as follows: 
"[Senate Report No. 117, Fiftieth Congress, first session.] 

"The Committee ori Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 173) granting 
a pension to Henry B. Very, have examined the same, and report: 

"Henry B. Very was a private in Company .A., Twelfth Rhode Island Volun· 
teers, serving from the 3d of October, 1862, to the.22d of March, 1863, when be 
was discharged on account of disability. He was wounded at the battle of Fred
ericksburgh, December 13, 1862, and remained in hospital up to the time of his 
discharge. He received a flesh wound in the left arm, and was also knocked 
down an embankment by the concussion of a passing shell, injuring his shoulder 
hip, and foot. From the testimony of a well-known physician, Dr . .James H: 
Eldredge, who had treated him, and from the report of the board of examining 
surgeons at New London, Conn., it is clear to your committee that the disabil
ity from which the claimant is now suffering was incurred in the service and 
in the line of duty, resulting from wounds above alluded to. 
bi;;:r,our committee therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying 

Your committee further report that from an examination· of the papers on file 
in the Pension Office it further appears that said soldier was discharged the s.erv
ice March 22, 1863, upon surgeon's certificate of disability "because of sprained 
right foot at Fredericksburgh, Va., December 13, 1862, by falling down an em
bankment; unable to use the foot properly and toes everted; disability one
eighth;" that the cause of said fall was the concussion or blow of a passin"' 
shell; that in the prosecution of his pension claim he was three times examined 
by boards of examining surgeons-once by theboard at Providence, R.I., which 
reported no disability, but of whose hurried and careless examination the claim
aut bitterly complained to the Pension Office!.. as appears by his letter and affi
davit on file-and twice by the board at New LOndon, Conn. 

In their report of their first examination of the soldier, theN ew London board 
say he "presents the general picture of broken constitution, probably resulting 
from some severe shock to nervous system; slight right lateral curvature of 
spinal column;" and express their opinion that his disability, resulting from 
his wound and other injuries, foro. portion of same should be rated at" total," 
and for others ''three-fourths of total." In their report of their second exam
ination the same board say that this further examination reveals nothing be
yond jV hat they had stated as to their former examination. 

'£he Pension Office seems to have relied entirely upon the report of the Prov
idence board in rejecting tile soldier· a claim ; but your committee are of the 
opinion that the careful and particular report of the New London board is en
titled to the higher consideration, and that the current of the t-estimony very 
clearly shows the origin, continuance, aud existence of disability incurred in 
the service and line of duty, in actual battle, for which the soldier should be 
allowed a pension. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
. mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Chairman, I now ask unanimous consent 
to have a bill considered, for the reason already given, that I can not 
be here on the next Friday session. 

Mr. SAWYER. I desire to object on the ground-
Several M.E~IBE.RS. Do not object. 
1\fr. SAWYER. Hear me through, if you please. I desire to object 

on the ground thata gentleman here [Mr. WILBER], a friend of mine 
who is also going away to be absent for two weeks, has asked to hav~ 
a bill considered and objection has been made on the other side of the 
House. Now, I object to this Tequest coming from that side. 

Ur. OUTHWAITE. One recognition of this kind has been con
ceded to your side. Mr. Chairman, I move that ,the committee now 
rise. 

:Mr. MACDONALD. I would state to the gentleman from New 
York [1\Ir. SAWYER] that the objection to the consideration of his 
friend's bill came from the other side the last time. • 

:Mr. WILBER. I hope that any gentleman who has objected to the 
request of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. OUTHWAITE] will withdraw 
his objection. 

Ur. McMILLIN. As both of these gentlemen [Mr. 0UTHW .A.ITE 
and Mr. WILBER] have indicated that they can not be present at next 
Friday evening's session, I suggest that they both be recornized to 
have their bills considered. o 

Mr. SAWYER. With that understanding I am perfectly willincr to 
• withdraw my objection. o 

The CHAIRMAN. Unanimous consent is asked that the gentleman 
from Ohio [~Ir. OUTHWAITE] and the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
WILBER] be permitted to have the bills indicated by them considered. 
Is there objection? 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

MARY M. SWEET. 

Mr. OUTHWAITE called up for consideration the bill (H. R. 955) 
granting a pension to :Mary 1\L Sweet. 

The bill was read, n.s follows: 
Be. U enacted1 etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby au

t?o~Jze.d and directed to. place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions' and 
limitations of the penswn. Jaws1 the name of 1\lary l\1. Sweet, the widow of 
George W. Sweet, late apnvate m Company .A., Seventy-third Regiment Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry. 

The report (by Mr. YoDER)_ is as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions. to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

!)5;)) granting a pension to Mary 1\I. Sweet, have had the same under considera
tion, and beg leave to submit the following report_: 

Mary 1\I. Sweet is the widow of George ,V. Sweet, who enlisted in Company 
A , Seventy-third Regiment Ohio Volunteers, November 12,1861, and was dis
charged upon surgeon's certificate of disability 1\lay 5, 1864, because of gun
shot wound of head of left tibia., received in the battle of Gettysburgh, Pa., July 
2, 1863, which 1·esulted in necrosis and adhesion. For this disability he was 
pensioned, and in receipt of pension at the rate of$14 per month at date of hts 
death, .July 3, 1885. The widow's claim has been rejected on the .ground that 
in tho opinion of the medical referee of the Pension Bureau the death cause is 
not. chargeable to his military service. 

Dr. T. Irwin testifies that he first became acquainted with the soldier in 1873; 
then treated him for n. combination of neuralgia and rheumatism, affecting his 
lower limbs, especially the left, and back. Soldier attributed his trouble to the 
wound of left leg. 'l'reated him again for neuralgic troubles in April, 1875. 
About .June, 1885, affiant examined soldier and found him suffering from a con· 
tinual and distressing cough, hurried breathing, weak and rapid pulse, great 
emaciation, presenting altogether a clear case of the latter stages of phthisis 
pulmonalis. .Just prior to his death he also suffered from redema of feet·, ex
tending to knee of wounded leg. 

Dr. ,V. G. Dawson testifies that he has treated soldier more or less from his 
return from t.he Army until his death, during which time his nervous system 
was much impaired; gave him special care from February 15,1885, till near his 
death, and considers his death the result of his old nnd chronic troubles, which 
had gradually undermined his life power. · 

It is shown that about .January. 1885, soldier received an additional injury to 
his side by reason of a fall received while walking along the road. The wounded 
limb gave way, throwing him upon a rock, and from that time on he commenced 
failing rapidly. . 

The widow·s case is greatly strengthened by a careful examination of the 
papers in the invalid claim. .A.s far back as 1872 he made claim ior increase of 
pension on account of neuralgia caused by the wound, rheumatism, disease of 
lungs and heart, and in support of his allegations filed what appears to your 
committee evidence sufficient to have granted him pension in addition to that 
granted him for the wound had the laws then in force permitted such action. 

The medical examinations in the case afford additional proof of the justice 
of the widow's claim. .A.n examination in :May, 1867, reveals the existence of 
heart disease in no small degree. One in March, 1868, shows the same. The 
certifieate of examination of October 15, 1872, shows rheumatism of spinal chord, 
left shoulder, and lumbar regions, which the surgeon says may fairly be as
cribed to deranged vital action and the establishment of a rheumatic diathesis 
from primary injury. September 6,1875, an examining surgeon makes the fol-
lowing certificate: . · 

"Exit on outer aspect of leg, fracturing the tibia and fibula. On the tibia the 
cicatrix: is deep and adherent, permitting the introduction of the finger to the 
depth of an inch. Muscles of limb atrophied. Biceps muscle contracted. I 
find an impaired condition of general health by reason of rheumatic diathesis 
by reason of the wound. He is emaciated and countenance pale." 

Subsequent examinations point to a continuous decay of the vital powers, 
marked emaciation, and, finally, well-developed disease of lungs. The state
ment made by Dr. Dawson, heretofore referred to, to the efrect that the soldier's 
death was the result of "his old and chronic troubles," would seem justifiable 
from the whole historyin the case, as appears by the several medical examina
tions in the case. There is no doubt in the minds of this committee as to the 
direct connection between the soldier's death cause and his military service. 
The claim of the soldier for the additional disabilities alleged as far back as 
1872 appears to have been ignored entirely in the latter adjudication of his in
crease applications, which in a measure accounts for the rejection of the widow's 
claim. 

Believing the claim meritorious, your committee report favorably on the ac
companying bill and ask that it do pass. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a recom
mendation that it do pass. 

CHARLES H. S.li.IITH. 

Mr. WILBER called up for consideration the bill (H. R. 5249) grant
ing an increase of pension to Charles H. Smith. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the present pension of Charles H. Smith, lat-e corporal 

Company K, Seventy-sixth New York Volunteers, be increased from $3L25 to 
~00 per mouth, and that the Secretary of the Interior be and be is hereby, au
thorized and directed to place his name on the pension-roil at the increased rate 
above mentioned. 

111r. McMILLIN. Let ~1s have the report in that case read. 
The report (by lli. SAWYER) was read in part. 
On motion of Mr. BAKER, of New York, the further reading of the 

report was dispensed with. 
The report is as follows: 

The CoiD?littee.on In!alid Pensions, to whom was l'eferred the bill (H. R. 
5249) grantmg an mcrease of pension to Charles H. Smith, submit the following 
report: 

That this is one of the most remarkable cases fo which the attention of the 
com~ittee has ever. been called. The number and the severity of the wounds 
!ecen:ed, the suffermg consequent thereon, are among the marvels in the surg
Ical ~I story of the war. The sad and pitiable condition in which the beneficiary 
h~ lived for the P!l-St twenty-four years, and in which he must continue during 
hlS w~ole future .life, renders him an object of great sympathy. Two of the 
colDDl.lttee, phystctaus themselves, have mado a personal examination of the 
soldier, the conditions of his wounds, and their effects and fully corroborate 
the medical <;vidence attached to this report. ' 

The committe~ have attached hereto and made a part of this report the state
ment of the soldier, the letter of Dr. D. S. Foster, one of the prominent surgeons 
of this city, aJ?d the medic.a.l ex~mination of Drs. Foster and Baker, extracts 
from the 111edical and Surg1eal H1story of the War of the Rebellion and a letter 
from Captain Currier, an officer in the soldier's regiment. The hi'gh personal 
cl11uacter of the soldier is fully established. · 

The soldier can not receive at the Pension Office the relief to which the com
mitt-ee think he is entitled. 

He first was allowed a pension of $8 per month, which has been increased to 
~31.25, the highest sum he can receive under the law as it now is. 

'!_'he committee are strongly of the opinion that the soldier is entitled to the 
relief asked, nnd they therefore recommend that the bill do pass with the 
:une_ndment striking out the words "one hundred," ln tbe fifth line, and insert
mg u1 the place thereof the words" seventy-two." 

"WASHINGTON, D. C., Ma1·ch2, 1888. 
"DEAR Sm: Some five weeks ago, after having seen my wounds and having 

learne~ of their g~neral condition_, you introduced a. bill in the Hou'se of Repre
se!ltat~v~ for an marease of pensw_n therefor, and that the committee (who ha.s 
sa?d blll m cho.~ge) may more readily understand and appreciate their nature I 
:~.make a bnef statement relative thereto, and of my services during the lata 

'I 
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"I enlisted in the United States service, in the town of Cherry Valley Otsego 
County, New York, October 14,1861, being then but sixteen years old; ieaving 
a. widowed mother, who at that time was, and is to-day, d ependent upon me for 
suP.port. 

' From the time of my enlis tment to that of receiving my wounds, I was not 
absent from regimental duty two days, either from sick ness or otherwise, 

"I participated in the followin.~r engagements: Rappahannock Station, Au
gust, 1862; 'Vhite Sulphur Springs, August,1862; Gainesville, August, 1862; Bull 
Run, August, 1862; South 1\Iounta.in, September, 1862 ; Antietam, September, 
1862; Union, November, 1862; Fredericksburgh, December,1862 ; Chancellors
ville, l\la.y,l863; Kelley's Ford, June, 1863. 

"I will here state that in all of the above engagements my regiment lost bot.h 
in killed aud wounded; in some more, in some less. ~ 

"On the 1st of July, 1863, my regiment opened the battle ofGettysburgh, and 
during the forenoon of that day I received the following wounds: 

"The first ball passed through my left thigh; the second ball entered the left 
groin, passed through the body, and C'a me out at· the right hip; the third ball 
entered above the left hip, passed through the body, fracturing the spinal col
umn, and while lying prone on my face a she ll bursting o ver me tore off a large 
portion of my right buttock, and in this condition I lay upon the battle-field, 
much ofthe time unconscious , for four d a ys, without any assistance or nourish
ment whatever, the rebels taking my canteen of water, my haversack, shoes, 
and stockings. 

"On the night of the 4th of July my comrades found and carried me to what 
is known as the McPherson barn, and after divesting me of my clothing wrapped 
me in a blauket and laid me in tne cow-shed. 

"On the morning of the 5th I discovered that I was submerged and almost 
drowned in cow ooze. In this condition I remained until the afternoon, when 
I was taken from this barn shed, carried to Ro tree near by, where my comrades 
wiped me otf with straw, and applied to the Christian Commission agents for 
a ssistance, and from them I received the first nourishment since the early morn 
of July 1. 

1
' I was then put on a. stretcher and carried to the town of Gettysbw·gh. On 

the way I met the regimental surgeon, Dr. Metcalf, who examined my wounds. 
and told me that if I desil·ed to send any communication t-o my mother that I 
had better do so at once. He then gave directions where I should be taken. 

"I was placed in an old freight warehouse where there were two amputating 
tables, and where only those were brought whom the surgeons considered in
cura ble. Here I remained until the 17th of July. 

"I was totally helpless, unable to move hand or foot, and was nursed by a. 
comrade. Here it was, after my wounds had been bathed and I had taken nom·
ishment, that I realized the full extent of my wounds. I then discovered my 
food , in a partia lly-digested condition, passing out through my wounds on my 
left side and back, and for nine months all that I ate pa ssed out in this way. I 
bat! no regular passage of the bowels during the nine months or more. 

" From th is building I was taken to an express company building, by Sergt. 
William H. M yers. where I remained a few days, and was then taken to the pri
va te residence of Air. Robert Sheads, where I remained until December in this 
h elpless condition. 

" I ha d no 1·egular physician, but strange surgeons called continually to ex
ami ne m y wounds. I had no operation performed, took no medicine, as most 
of t he s urgeons informed me that it was impossible for me to recover, while 
some few said that' while there was life there was hope.' 

"From Gettysburgh !was taken on acot bed to the Citizens' Hospital, corner 
Broa d and Prime streets, Philadelphia, and from there to the Cuyler Hospital, 
Germantown, where I remained until my term of enlistment expired, and was 
d ischarged on the 24th of October, 1864. 

" At the time of my discharge I was able to mo>e about with the assistance of 
two canes , and from that time until the present, a period of twenty-four 
y ear , I have h ad to dress my wounds two, three, and four times each day. 
'.rhe dressing consists in bathing with a sponge and water;applying linen cloths, 
with a bandage 8 yards in length and 4 inches in width wrapped around my 
~~ . 

" From the nature of the e wounds it is necessary that an orifice be kept open 
to all o w the gases to escape from the stomach, the gathering of which causes 
ti:Je most intense agony, so that it is necessary to have the services of a surgeon 
very frequently. 

":-iuppuration continually goes on, and a constant discharge therefrom. 
"There have been times when I have been confined to my bed for months, 

and have had the almost constant attendance of a physician during all these 
years. ' 

" I have thus briefly stated my condition, and if you think it advisable, and 
the Committee on Pensions desit·e, I will gladly appear before them and show 
my w ounds, that they may judge for themselves as to the truth of the matter 
a nd the simple justice of my claim. 

"From thenbove you may thinkthatiam complaining of my country for not 
dea l ing more liberally with me, but ofthis fallacy I des ire to disabuse your mind. 
I did not e nlist in the service of my country for the compensation which she then 
paid her soldiers, nor for the pension which she might award her disabled. I 
enlisted for the grand cause for which she was contendinJ;?:, irrespective of per
sona I comfort, life, or lim b. I responded to every call, performed eyery duty that 
de>ol ved upon me until I was left helpless upon the field of carnage; and I 
make no complaints of my country, for I believe that if our Representatives 
know of and fully understand my case they will at once recognize my claim t.o 
an increase of pension and pass the bill without dissension. 

" .1\Iy case was reported by and appears in United States Surgeon-General 
Barne.c;'s • Medical Works of the War' (>ol.2, page 88, I think), and after President 
Garfield was shot, one of the attending physicians having been informed of the 
similarity of my case, I was examined by him. He stated that one of my 
wounds was of a more serious character than the President's, from the fact that 
in my case the intestines were cut, while in the other they were not punctured. 

.. The above statement is a. true and accurate one, and the truth of which I 
run willing to certify to under oath, and applies to House bill 5249. 

"Respectfully, yours, 
"C. H. SM.ITH. 

"Late Corporal O.:nnpany:K, Sevenly-sixth New Y01·k Stale V!llunteers. 
"Hon. DAVID WILBER, 

"House of Represent!:ttives." 

"WASHINGTON, D. C., Marcl~7, 1888. 
"Sm: My attention having been called to the bill introduced by you for the 

relief of Corporal Charles H. Smith, Company K, Seventy-six"lh New York Vol
unteers, the following statement of his case is respectfully submitted: 

"I have kno'wn Mr. Charles H. Smilh for about fifteen years. Being called to 
attend him at that time, I found him suffering from wounds (four in number) 
received in the line of duty at the battle of Gettysburgh, Pa., July 1, 1863. (See 
description of wounds on accompanying paper.) 

".At that time the wound described as No.3, which had healed at the point of 
entrance and occasioned the most suffering, was opened, allowing a free dis
charge of pus, wind, and fecal matter. It soon healed, and this delicate, dan
gerous, and painful operation of opening the intestines has had to be performed 
as often as once a month,on an average, during the past fifteen years. At such 
times the patient is usually confined to his bed in a condition of extreme pros
tration, requiring attendance. 

"At all times the discharges being exceeding] y offensive to bi mself and attend 
ants, it is necessary to dress the wounds three or four times da ily with sponge 
and w&ter, and to apply very thick padding to absorb the discharges; the pad
ding being secured by bandag es some 4 inches wide and 6 to S.yards in leng th. 

"Dr. Otis, United State s Army, in 1\Iedica l and Surgical IIistory, says : In 
59 cases of stercoral fistula,"9 remained open, 50 closed; 17 in a. month, 2 in less 
than a year, and 5 in from one to four years ." 

"In addition to the inJury to the bladder and spinal column, this case present.s 
two openings from the intestines. One r emains open, the other has to be 
opened, as stated , and is the only case known to me where fistula, h a ving 
healed, has to be opened periodically to save the patient's life. Besides the 
disability and suffering which it occasions, the expense attending such a con
dition is necessarily great, requires attendan ce, and leaves the patient with 
the conviction til at he is in immediate dange r a t all times. 

"In my opinion the case is exceptional, and deserving the most generous 
recognition by Congress and the Executive. 

"D. S. FOSTER~ M. D., 
"No. 19_.Lowcr. Oi·rcle. 

"Hon. DAVID WILBER, 
1

' House of Representati~:es." 

"Medical examination in the case of Charles H. Smith, corporal Company K, 
Seventy-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers, wounded at Gettysbm·gh, Pa., 
July 1, 1863. 

"The injuries appear to have been made by four distinct missiles; the first 
three were conical balls, the fourth a fragment of shell. 

"li'irstmissile.-Wound of entrance situated on left side H to 2 inches below the 
great trochanter. Wound of exit upon the nates of same side near the median 
line and just above the infragluteal fold. The ball passed deeply through the 
glutei muscles for a space of7 inches. 

"Second missile.-Wound of entrance in the left inguinal furrow about 2 inches 
from the anterior superior spine of t.he ilium. Wound of exit on the outer side 
of the right leg about 3 inclles downwards and backwards from the great tro
chanter. The ball must have traversed the floor of the pelvic cavity and the 
base of the bladder, emerging through the great sciatic not{)h. 

"Third missile.-\Vound of entrance on the left side just above the crest of the 
ilium in the axillary line. Wound of exit near the spinous process of the third 
lumbar vertebrre. The ball must have passed through the muscles of the ab
dominal wall and of the back, penetrating the descending colon behind the per
itoneum and shattering the third and fourth lumbar vertebrre. The bodies of 
the vertebrre were probably uninjured. The wound of entrance did not heal for 
eleven years. It t-hen closed, but opens from time to time or requires to be 
opened by a surgeon in order to relieve accumulations of fecal matter aud pus. 
In connection with the ·track of the ball in this wound a fi tulous opening, 3 
inches in length, has formed over the colon, and connected with this there are 
several sinuses which burrow among the muscles of the back. 'rbis fistula dis
charges fecal matter and pus and requires constant att-ention, ns it is very prone 
to inflammation and causes much suffering. 

"Fourth miss-ile .-About 2t inches from t.he spine to the right, and above the 
intergluteal furrow, a considerable portion of the erector spinre and glutei mus
cles have been torn up, leaving several large scars. The cicatricial tissue is ad
herent to the sacrum aud the fascia in the vicinity. 

"D. S. FOSTER, 1\I.D. 
"FRANK BAKER, 1\f. D., 

P-rofessor of Anatomy, Georgetown University. 
"WASHINGTON, D. C.,March7, 1888." 

"[Case 269, page 88, Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, 
part second, surgical volume.]" ~ 

"Corporal C. H . Smith, Company K, Seventy-sixth Regiment New York Vol· 
unteers, aged twenty years, was wounded at Gettysburgh, July 1,1863. by a 
conoical ball. He was admitted to the Seminary Hospital from the field ,where 
he had been treated in a private house, and was afterwards transferred to the 
Citizens' Volunteer Hospital at Philadelphia, where he was admitted on Octo
ber 3. He was transferred to Germantown 1\Iarch 14, and admitted to Cuyler 
Hospital on the same day,with 'gunshot wound of abdomen, perforating cavity 
and injuring intestines,' * * * and discharged the service October 24,1 64. 
Pension Examiner Horace Lathrop, of Otsego, New York, reported, August 30, 
1866: 

"'Ball entered left side just above the crest of the ilium, 2 inches above the 
anterior superior spinous process, passed downward and backward through the 
wing of the ilium, and out near the last lumbar vertebra.. There is now an 
opening in both localities, and the anterior one discharges frecal matter. The 
colon is probably wounded. He requires constant assistance from another per
son: his other wounds R.re healed. Disability total.' 

"In the Washington Post of July 10, 1881 (soon after President Garfield was 
shot), appeared the following: 

"
1 Dr. Pope, of this city, cites the following case of recovery from desperate 

gu~hot wounds, which probably has no parallel in the annals of war: 
" Mr. C. H. Smith, a non-commissioned officer in the Seventy-sixth Regiment 

New York Volunteers, at the battle of Gettysburgh, July I, 1863, received the 
following wounds: · 

"'The first bullet passed clean through the left thigh, close to the body; the 
second entered the left groin, through what is called Poupart's ligament, graz
ing the iliac blood vessels and nerves; traversed the pelvis, passing directly 
through the bladder and hip bones, came out a litt.le behind the right hip-joint; 
the third entered the body just above the crest of the left ilium, commonly 
called the edge of the hip-bone, traversed obliquely the abdominal cavity, pass
ing through the descending colon or large intestine, came out close by the spine, 
partially shattering the bodies of the lumbar vertebrre . 

"All these wounds, by minie-bullets, were received within fifteen minutes, 
and finally, as the crash of battle on that part of the field rolled away, as he lay e 
prone upon his face, a. shell burst directly over him. The explosion jerked his 
body upward from the ground and the ragged iron tore away masses of flesh 
from the nates or buttocks down to the sacrum, For four days and nights he 
lay upon the field without food, drink, or shelter, exposed to the glaring sun 
and chilling dews, dozens of dead bodies lying around him, while night prowl
ers, ghouls of the battle-field, robbed the wounded and the slain. 

"'On the fifth day the relief party picked him up, rolledhiminabla.nket,and 
laid him in a cow-shed, the only shelter, where for two days he was almost im
mersed in cow-ooze; then he was taken to an old house, where for seventeen 
days he lay on his back on a. bard board plank. 

·• 
1 The regimental surgeon looked for his death at. any moment, but he lived 

on, improved, took not a single particle of medicine; nor were his wounds 
probed, the urine dribbling through the wound in the spine. Finally, after sev
eral months, he recovered to a certain extent, and now this battle-scarred vet
eran, modest and courteous gentleman, resides in this city.'" 

"SHERBURNE, N.Y., Mm·ch9,1888. 

16:·f~: t!~~c~~~o~~n~~~~r;;~}C~~~!~f~h~ft~fL~e~~{t::voe? c~~~~':ll. 
Seventy-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers, merits your ea1nest attention 
and the resnect and favorable consideration of Congress. 
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"I will state for your information that I have known Corporal Smith since 

1861, when he enlisted at Cherry Valley, Otsego County, New York. He was a. 
good and faithful soldier, performing his duty satisfactorily in every particular 
up to the battle of Bull Run, August, 1862, when I was wounded, he remaining 
with tile regiment until the battle of Gettysburgh, where he was desperately 
womtlled by three minie-balls and a piece of shell. 

"He lay four days upon the battle-field, subject to the exposure of the intense 
heat of the July sun and the chilling dews of night, without any care, food, or 
shelter whatever. 

"From time to time during the past eighteen years I have seen his wounds, 
and .can testify from personal knowledge of their severity and the great amount 
of suffering which they entail upon him, and the constant care and attention 
which he requires in consequence thereof, both from a. surgeon and an attend
ant. 

'
1 In conclusion, I t.hink I but voice the sentiment of the loyal people of the 

country when I say I hope this act of justice will be done to one who gave up 
all, and freely offered his life to his country in her time of need, and has, and 
must ever continue, to suffer so much from wounds received in her service. 

"Respectfully, yours, 
"R. W. CARRIER, 

"Late Captain Seventy-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers. 
"Ron. DAVID WILBER, 

"House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.'' 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
:M:r. CARUTH. I ask unanimous consent for t.he consideration of a 

bill which I will send to the desk. 
Mr. SAWYER. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the title of the next bill on 

the Calendar. 
Mr. WARNER. I Cc'l.n present, I think, a special reason why this 

bill which I hold in my hand should be called up now. I have been 
here at every one of these evening sessions, and I expect to be here at 
every one during this Congress. Therefore I would like to call up a 
bill by unanimous consent. 

Ur. SAWYER. !object. I donotknowwhatthespecialgroundis. 
Ur. W .ARNER. I say tha.t I have been here at every evening session 

during this Congress, and expect to be present at every evening session 
hereafter. TheTefore I ask unanimous consent. 

Mr. SAWYER. I object. 
Mr. BAKER, of New York. I am obliged to go away from the city 

to-night to be absent several days. I desire very much to have con
sidered the case of a lady seventy-five years of age who is near heT grave. 
I am exceedingly anxious to take to her the news that her bill has 
passed. The bill is short, and also the report. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. BAKER] 
asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of a bill for the 
reasons which he has stated. Is there objection? . 

Mr. SAWYER. I ask the gentleman whether he will be here next 
Friday evening. 

Mr. BARER, of New York. I hope to be; but I wish this bill passed 
now, so that I may take the news of its passage to this old lady. 

Mr. BLAND. I think we had better go on with the Calendar. 

MRS. AR.AllELLA CODDINGTON. 

The next business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 293) granting a 
pension to Mrs . .Arabella Coddington. 

Mr. GEAR. I ask that this bill be considered. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at the rate of $25 per month, 
the name of Mrs. Arabella Coddington, widow of E. H. Coddington, late cap
tain of Company H, Forty-fifth Regiment of Iowa Infantry Volunteers, in lieu 
of the pension she now receives. 

The report (by Mr. SPOONER) was read, as follows: 
Mrs. Arabella Coddington is the widow of Eli H. Coddington, who was a ser

geant of Company F, Fourteenth Regiment Iowa Volunteers, a.nda.lso a. captain 
of Company H, Forty-fifth Regiment Iowa. Voltmteers, wJ:lich latter rank he 
held at the time of his final discharge. 

The soldier lost his leTh arm from a gunshot wound received in action at Fort 
Donelson, Tennessee, February 13, 1862, he then being a. sergeant, and was dis
charged for disability August 15,1862. He was subsequently mustered into serv
ice as captain of Company H, Forty-fifth Iowa Volunteers, and served until 
September 16,1864, when be was mustered out with his company. 

He was pensioned for loss of his arm and its results, first at $8 per month, and 
subsequently, by reason of increasing disability, etc., at $15, then at $18, and· 
finally at $24 per month, which last-named rate of pension he was receiving at 
the time of his death. 

He died July 30,1877, of consumption. After his death his widow wa.s pen
sioned at the rate of$8 per month, on the ground that the loss of arm of the sol
dier (which was assumed as the origin of the cause of soldier's death) occurred 
when the soldier was a sergeant. 

The medical evidence on file, which is very full and part.icular, shows that the 
soldier suffered, after said wound, and while in hospital from chronic dianhea, 
which reduced him to a mere skeleton and very nearly caused his death; and 
that after his final discharge his general health was badly shattered and his sys
tem greatly debilitated as the result of said wound ami his army service, inca
pacitating him for physical and largely for mental labor, and finally resulting in 
cons umption, of which he died. 

Although the loss of his arm appears to have been the chief primary cause of 
said increasing disabilities and their result, your committee are inclined to con
cede something as a co-operating cause as the result of service of the soldier 
while a captain, not only in recognition of the patriotism which induced a man 
so grievously mutilated to again enter the military se1·vice, but also for the, 
perhaps, more practical reason that they are led to believe, in view of the medi
cal history of his case, that said latter service must have aggravated, and prob-

ably created, some of the disabilities which eventually terminated in the sol
dier's death. 

An additional reason exists which renders the widow's claim for increase pe
culiarly meritorious. Prior to her marriage with the soldier she was a hospital 
nurse, served faithfully as such, was exposed to and contracted a. contagious dis
ease (measles), with which she was seriously and dangerously sick, from which 
and its results her health was so seriously and permanently impaired that she 
is a suffering invalid at the present time, and largely disabled from doing any 
labor for her own support. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was laid aside to be reporlied to the House with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BAKER, of New York. I renew my request for the considera

tion of this bill for the benefit of the old lady whose case I have already 
mentioned. 

Mr. BLAND. Let us have the regular order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the next bill. 

HENRY STAFFORD. 
The next business on the Calendar was the bill (S. 679) granting a 

pension to Henry Stafford. 
Mr. SPOONER. I ask that this bill be considered. 
The bill was read, as follows: · 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on. the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Henry Stafford, late a member of 
_Company K, Seventh Regiment of Iowa Veteran Volunteer Infantry. 

The report (by Mr. SPOONER) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 679) 

granting a pension to Henry Stafford, respectfully report: 
That they adopt the accompanying Senate report as their own, and recom

mend the passage of the bill. 

[" SenaLe Report No. 136, Fiftieth Congress, first session.] 
"The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 679} granting 

a pension to Henry Stafford, have examined the same, and report: 
"Henry Stafford, of Company K, Seventh Regiment Iowa Veteran Volunteer 

Infantry, made claim for a pension, which was rejected by the Pension Bureau 
March 5, 1886. This adion was affirmed by the First Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior July 28,1887. The ground of rejection was the absence of any record 
of the alleged rheumatism and dL'lease of the lungs, no testimony showing 
treatment therefor while claimant was in the military service, and no medical 
evidence showing such treatment prior to 1872. The Commissioner of Pensions 
states in his letter transmitting the papers to the chairman of this committee 
that 1 the disabilities being classed as obscure, t.he testimony of laymen can not 
be accepted to show the facts.' This statement also appears in the opinion of 
the First Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 

"The claim is based on allegations that, during the Atlanta campaign, the 
soldier contracted disease of the lungs and chronic rheumatism. 

"This re-enlisted veteran has no hospital record, and, in the light of the testi
mony, it is to his credit that he has not. 

"Dr. Thomas S. Mealey deposes that he was his family physician before the 
war; that he never gave him any medicine (referring, evidently, to the period 
before the war); and that before going into his regiment cla.imant was in good 
health. 

"James Montgomery, a private in the same company, deposes that at the 
time of enlistment claimant was 'a. strong., able-bodied man, free from disease, 
and had no symptoms of rheumatism or lung disease;' that at Dallas and Big 
Shanty, Ga., he was exposed, while marching and on guard duty, to rain; that 
he contracted something like cramps while in camp, and from that time on had 
rheumatism, sometimes in one part of his body and sometimes in another, and 
bad also sharp pains in his lungs and difficult breathing; that when he took 
cold he suffered very much; that these spells continued until he was discharged, 
and since, up to the present time; and that claimant is totally unfit for hard 
labor. The grounds of this affidavit are stated to be the personal knowledge 
of the deponent. 

"James W. Campbell, a comrade, deposes to the same effect. 
"Timothy Spencer, the captain of claimant's company, deposes that claimant 

was a. well man before he enlisted; that during June, 1864, near Big Shanty, Ga .. , 
he contracted, from exposure, lung disease and rheumatism, from which he never 
fully recovered. 1 Being very ambitious, he remained with the company until 
the close of the war, and did duty at times, but was very much brok6n in 
health. He was an excellent soldier.' Deponent knows these facts from 1 be
ing pe1-sonally present with the command.' Asked for another statement, Cap
tain Spencer writes to the Commissioner February 19,1883, that Stafford, 1 while 
ma1·ching and fighting day and night, through rain and mud, in the Atlanta. 
campaign in Geo1·gia, took sick with a cough, and complained of a. lameness in 
the shoulders, and for a. great part of the time was unfit for duty, and was very 
much changed in appearance.' 

"Mich.'\el Craft deposes that he has known claimant since 1865, and that ever 
since then he has been afflicted with rheumatism so badly as to lay him up for 
days and weeks at a time, and unfit him for doing any manual labor; has fre
quently heard claimant complain of pain in his heart and weakness of lungs; 
and has been a. near neighbor of claimant for eighteen years. 

"To the same effect is the affidavit of James H. Frosher, who has known 
claima.nt ever since he came from the war in 1865, and has frequently worked 
for him, claimant being a. farmer. 

"Dr. R. J. Jay has treated claimant at different times since 1875 until 1882, 
for lung troubles and rheumatism. Claimant's condition has been such ever 
since deponent has known him (1875) as to render him unable to labor, at least 
half the time. . 

"Dr. Mealey deposes, in addition to his former testimony, that he first vis
ited claimant September 19, 1872, and treated him then for chronic rheumatism. 

"The claimant was examined by a. board of examining sur~eons in 1882, who 
report their opinion that his disability originated in the serviCe and in the line 
of duty, and that he is not incapacitated for obtaining his subsistence by manual 
labor. The disa.biiity is rheumatism; can discover no lung trouble. He was 
examined again January 7,1885, two of the examining surgeons being of the 
board which examined him in 1882. As to lung disease the report is adverse, 
but it states that 'his cough is ca. used by the disease of his throat.' The report 
also states that there is a. difference in the two sides of his body, resulting from 
the effects of rheumatism on the muscles. His right shoulder is lower than the 
left. The right scapula. is uncommonly prominent. 

"The muscles of the right side of his chest and rie:ht arm are soft and flabby. 
Raising t.he right arm causes pain. We find tender points as follows: To the 
right of the fourth and sixth dorsal vertebrre. in the right fifth intercostal space, 
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in the right side, in nxilla, The report concludes: 'From the existing conw
tion and the history of this claimant, as stated by himself, it is in our judgment 
probable that the disability was received in the service, as he claims, o.nd that 
it has not been aggravated or prolonged by vicious habits. He is in our opin
ion entiUed to a. one-half total rating for the tlisability caused by disease of his 
throat; total(?} for that caused by rheumatism, the sum of which aggregates 
H, third grade. 

"The claimant applied by letter, in 1884 and 1805, to Messrs . .Ashton and Mor
gan, who, your committee infer, were the surgeons of his regiments, for evi
dence, but they answered that they had no records and no recollection on the 
subject of his ilisability. Want of recollection by a surgeon of an inwvidual 
case, in such a campaign as that of .Atlanta, is not surprising. Exact recolle~ 
tions, unassisted by records, would, after the lapse of twenty years, be suspi
cious. Besides, as Captain Spencer's testimony shows., this man did not seek 
medical aid, but, on the contrary, being an 'excellent soldier,' and very 'am
bitious, remained with the company until the close of the war.' 

''.As to the objection that chimant did not call a doctor untill872, he explains 
this by saying that he took domestic remeclies and patent medicines. This is 
what the majority of men living on a. farm in the country do. The mere fact 
that he wd not call a physician until 1':.72 weighs nothing against. the mass of 
un<ontradictcd testimony by which this faithful soldier has sustained his claim. 
The diseases which afflict him may be • obscure,' according to mewcal classifi
cation, but the evidence in this case is plain to common sense, even if it is that 
of' laymen,' and it would establish claimant's case in any court in Christen
dom. 

"The passage of the bill is recommended." 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. BAKER, of New York. I understand the gentleman from .Mis
souri [Mr. BLAND] withdr~ws his objection to the consideration of 
my bill. . 

J\Ir. MORRILL. I move that the committee rise. 
1\Ir. BAKER, of New York. Before that is done, I hope my friend 

from Kansas will allow this bill to be Considered. 
Mr. MORRILL. Let us pass in the House the bills already acted on 

in the Committee of the Whole; and afterward, if there should be time, 
the gentleman can obtain unanimous consent for the consideration of 
his bill. 

The motion of Mr. MORRILL, that the committee rise, was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker pro temp01·e having 

resumed the chair, Mr. DoCKERY reported that the Committee of the 
Whole, having had under consideration pension bills on the Private 
Calendar, had directed him to report sundry bills with va,rious recom
mendations. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, is any action of the House required 
now in relation to the bill for the relief of Mrs. Ricketts? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That bill will come up in regular or
der. It is among those reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House with amendments. The bills reported without amendments 
will be first taken up. 

BILLS P .ASSED WITHOUT ..UffiNDMENTS. 
Bills of the following titles, reported without amendment, were sev

erally ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being en
grossed, were accordingly read the third time, and passed, namely: 

A bill (H. R. 4845) granting a pension to Wilhelmina Knhlmann; 
A bill (H. R. 88) granting a pension to Sally A. Randall; 
A bill (H. R. 5237) granting a pension to Noah S. Cramer; 
A bill (H. R. 8211) to pension Lafayette Lakin; 
A bill (H. R. 5234) granting a pension to Cyrenius G. Stryker; 
A. bill (H. R. 7181) granting a pension to Aletta V. Quick; 
A bill (H. R. 2167) for the relief of George E. Oliphant; 
.A bill (H. R. 130) granting a pension to John E. Smith; 
A bill (H. R. 431) granting a pension to Hannah Varquison; 
.A. bill (H. H. 5847) granting a pension to Elizabeth Twigg; and 
A bill (H. R. 955) granting a pension to Mary M. Sweet. 

BILLS P .ASSED WITH .AMENDMENTS. 
Amendments reported to bills of the following titles were sevemlly 

agreed to, and the bills as amended were ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, they were accordingly read 
the third time, and passed: 

A bill (H. R. 5522) for the relief of Elijah Martin; 
A bill ~H. ·R. 4519) granting a pension to William J. ]}filler; 
A bill H. R. 7574) granting a pension to Frank Lewis; and 
A bill H. R. 5249) granting an increase of pension to Charles H. 

Smith. 
.ADVKBSE REPORT. · 

The bill (H. R. 8117) granting a pension to Mrs. Juliet G. Howe, re .. 
ported adversely, was laid on the table. 

SENATE BILLS PASSED WITHOUT .AMENDMENTS. 

Senate bills of the following titles, reported without amendment, 
were severally ordered to a third reading, and were accordingly read 
the third time, and passed, namely: 

A bill (S. 173) granting a pension to Henry B. Very; 
A bill (S. 293) granting a pension toMrs. Arabella Coddington; and 
A bill (S. 679) granting a pension to Henry Stafford. 

A bill (S. 752) granting a pension to Mrs. Elvira L. Johnson, widow 
of Commodore Philip C. Johnson; and 

A bill (S. 300) grantj.ng a pension to Mrs. Juliet G. Howe. 
FRANCES .ANNE PYNE RICKETIS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. .A bill (S. 393) for the relief ofFmnccs 
Anne Pyne Ricketts has been reported with the understanding that the 
bill shall go over until Monday next after the reading of the Journal. 
It is also understood that the amendment of the gentlema.n from ~1is
souri [:Mr. BLAND J and the amendments of the committee shall be 
considered as pending, and that the previous question shall apply to 
those amendments as well as to the passage of the bill. The under
standing also goes to the extent of allowing fifteen minutes of debate 
on each side. 

Mr. RANDALL. That is the understanding. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will go over under that agree

ment. 
1r1r. MORRILL moved to reconsider the several votes; and also 

moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 

SIDNEY W. WHITELOCK. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I ask unanimous consent todischa.rgethePri
vate Calendar from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 7490) 
for the relief of Sidney W. Whitelock, and put it upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will be read, subject to objec-
tion. · 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, di

rected to place on the pension-roll the name of Sidney W. Whitelock, late a pri
vate in Company K, Eleventh Regiment Missouri State 1\Iilitia. Cavalry, subject 
to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask unanimous consent to dispense with therea.d
ing of the report in this case. This is one of the stronge..c;t cases I have 
examined, and I have looked into every paper in connection with it. 
I know it is a good case. 

There being no objection, the reading of the report was dispensed with, 
and it was ordered to be printed in the RECORD. 

The report (by Mr. MoRRILL) is as follows: 
This sold.ier enlisted February 21, 1862, and was discharged April 20, 1865. 

October 20, 1879, he filed an application for pension, alleging sciatica and spinal 
ilisease contracted from exposure. The case was rejected on the ground that 
there was no record, and that the evidence filed failed to establish origin in the 
service. 

Abundant evidence is offered to show the soundness of the solwer at enlist
ment, but your committee feel that this is unnecessary, as the long service of 
the soldier ought to be sufficient to e tablish that fact.. 

Benjamin F. Snyder, firstlieutenantofclaimant's company, testifies that from 
exposure claimant contracted disease of the li'\er, and in consequence of the 
s::une he was sent to the hospital and received treatment for a. long time before 
he was able to join his t·egiment; that he testifies from pet:sonal knowledge, 
being present when claimant contracted tbe wsability. 

Samuel Boyer and W. T. Wbitlock, privates in the same regiment, testify that 
claimant contracted disease of the liver, which terminated in spinal compbint 
and sciatica, while in the service, as the result of exposure. 

Dr. J. Benjamin testifies thz.t he was claimant's family physician from 1865 to 
1872, and from time to time during that period he treated him for chronic rheu
matism, and that during the time he was not able to perform any labor nearly 
one-half the time. 

Dr. A. Barber testifies, February 14,1882, that he has been practicing medicine 
about twenty years; has known claimant since June, 1865, and since then up to 
the present time; that he treated claimant forwsease of the spine and chronic 
rheumatism; that the disability should be rated a.t one-half. 

Dr. T. Wakefield testifies, February 14, 1882, that he has been practicing med
icine for eleven years; bas known claimant for about ten years; that claimant 
took mewcine from him for a few months in 1875; that he trGated him at that 
time for a wseased condition of the spinal nerves, complicated by chronic rheu
matism; that he should be rated at one-half. 

W. D. Tucker testifies that claimant has been more or less unfit for manual 
labor since ilischarge, by reason of rheumatism and other diseases. 

Charles K. Goodnow testifies that he has been intimately acquainted with 
claimant since 1866 and bas seen him on an average once or twice every week 
during each year. Since they have known him they have seen him onJy able 
to go around on crukhes, and from seeing him and speaking with him they are 
satisfied that he is diseased nndhas been ever since they fir t knew him . 

Fred. W. Sumner testifies to an acquaintance since 1867, and has. seen claim
ant on an average .once a week during that time. He has been incapacitated 
from the performance of manual labor at least one-fourth the time. 

The exam.inin~ surgeon at Litchfield, Minn., October 15, 1 1, rates him at 
one-half, incapacttated from obtaining a. subsistence by manual labor, and adds 
that the disability is probably permanent . 

.All of the witnesses are vouched for as being men of high cl1aracter. 
It seems to your committee that this is o.n unusually strong case, as the incur

rence of the disability in the service, its existence at time of discharg , and con
tinuance since have been established.. They therefore recommend tiLe pas ag~ 
of the bill. 

There being no objection, the bill was considered and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, it was accordingly 
read the third time, and paased. 

Mr. MACDONALD moved to reconsider the vote by which the hill 
was passed; and also moved that bhe motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
N .ANCY V .AN DYNE. 

SENATE BILLS PASSED WITH .AMENDMENTS. Mr. BAKER, ofNew York. Mr. Speaker, I askunanimou3consent 
Amendments to Senate bills of the following titles were severally to discharge the Private Calendar from the further consideration of the 

agreed to; and the bills aa amended were ordered to a third reading, bill (H R. 7094) granting a pension to Nancy Van Dyne, and put it 
and were accordingly read a third time, and passed, namely: upon its passage. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion. 

The bill will be read subject to objec- By ::1\Ir. BINGHAM: A bill (H. R. 9598) granting a pension to Mar-
garet S. Heintzelmnn-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
-Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au

thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the name of Nancy Van Dyne, 
mother of James B. Van Dyne, who was o. private in Company B, Thirty-third 
New York Volunteers, and late orderly sergeant in Company I, First Regiment 
New York Veteran Cavalry, and pay her ali the rate of ~l2 per month. 

The report (by Mr. SAWYER) was read, as follows: 
Nancy'Van Dyne, of P almyra, N . Y., aged sixty-seven years, is the mother 

of James B. Van Dyne, late a. private in the First Veteran Cavalry Volunteers 
of New York, in which he enlisted in August, 1&63, a~r having served from 
October, 1861, in the Thirty-third Regiment New York Volunteers. This mother 
gave to the Union Army two other sons, namely, Charles H. Van Dyne, who 
was a member of the One hundred and sixtieth New York Volunteers in 1862, 
and Peter H. Van Dyne, who entered the United States Navy in 1864. The 
form er son died in January, 1873, and the latt-er is a resident of Chicago, Ill., an 
invalid unable to labor, bas no means, and is unable to help his mother. 

Nancy Van Dyne is the daughter of Seneca Page, who enlisted in the Ninth 
or Eig-hth Regiment of "New York Heavy Artillery, at Auburn, N. Y., in No
vember, 1863, and who was probably killed in battle, and so far as we can know 
fills an unknown grave, for he was never heard from after the month of De
cem her, 1863. 

The son James, subsequent to his enlistment in the First Veteran Cavalry, 
nnd prior to proceedin~ to the front with his regiment·, married, but there were 
no children born of said marriage. He was in the battle of Cedar Creek, taken 
prisoner and confined in Confederate prisons at Lynch burgh, Danville, and Salis
bury. In the winter of 1865 he was paroled at "\'iTilmington, N. C.; from there 
sent to Annapolis, Md., which place he reached March 7, 186S, weak and ema
ciated owing to lack of food, and at that place the mother met him and re
mained with him untill\Iarch 26, 1865~ when he died. 

Shortly after the death of James his widow married one Chades E. Wilbur. 
This was in July, 1865 or 1800. With her Wilbur lived about three years, and 
then procured o. divorce on the ground of the woman's unfaithfulness. At the 
time of the divorce the parties resided in Palmyra, and shortly thereafter the 
unfaithful wife left for parts unknown, and her whereabouts ha>e e>er since 
been and are now unknown. 

The mother, Nancy Van Dyne, is in destitute circumstances, dependent upon 
charity for her support .. 
It appears that the widow of James B. Van Dyne received a pension as such 

up to July 3, 1866, which seems. from the report from the Pension Bureau to be 
the date on which she married. 

The mother made application for a. pension as the mother of James, but the 
same was rejected for the reasons stated. 

The claim of this mother is, in the opinion of your committee, entirely meri
torious. 

Your committee report the bill favorably, and recommend its passage with 
an amendment striking out after the word" Cavalry," in line 8, and insetting 
in place thereof the words "subject to the provisions and limitations of the pen
sion laws." 

There being no objection, the bill was considered and the amendment 
agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; 
and being engrossed it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Ur. BAKER, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
And then (the hour of 10 o'clock and 30 minutes p.m. having arrived) 

the Speaker pro Umpm·e declared the House adjourned. 

PRIVATE BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED. 

Under the rule private bills of the following titles were introduced 
and 1·eferred. as indicated below: 

By Mr. E. P. ALLEN: A bill (H. R. 9584) to place the name of 
Nannie B. Hadley on the pension-roll-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BUTLER: A bill (H. R. 9585) for the relief of Thomas J. 
Powell-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. FULLER: A bill (H.. R. 9586) to amend the military record 
of Samuel fl._ Troy-to the Committee on Military .Affairs. . 

By Mr. dA.LLINGER: A bill (H. R. 9587) granting a pension to 
Louise F. D. Hoit-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\fr. GEAR: A bill (H. R. 9588) authorizing the Secretaryofthe 
Interior to place on the pension-rolls the name of James Freeman-
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 

By Mr. T. D. JOHNSTON: A bill (H. R. _9589) for the relief of Lu
cinda Simonds, widow and legal representative of J. R. Simonds, de
ceased-to the Committee on 'Var Claims. 

By Mr. MASON: A bill (H. R. 9590) for the relief of Mrs. SUEan 
Scoiield-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By M:r. PIDCOCK: A bill (H. R. 9591) granting a pension to Peter 
V. ·weaver-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SA. WYER: A bill (H. R. 9592) for the relief of Adoniram 
J. Hose-to the Committ-ee on :hlilitary Affairs. 

By Mr. SIM:MONS: A bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of the heirs of 
H. Barrus-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9594) for relief of Fred Jones, of Lenoir County, 
North Carolina-to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. SPOONER: .A. bill (H. R. 9595) granting a pension to David 
.A.. Yeaw-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STRUBLE: A bill (H. R. 9596) granting an increase of pen
sion t-o Peter Cress-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. VANCE: A bill (H. R. 9597) for the relief of Edward Pearl
to the Committee on Military .Affairs. 

By U.r. T. L. THOMPSON~ A bill (H. R.. 9599) granting a pension 
to Patrick Farrell-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

PETITIO~S, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's desk, 
uncler the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. E. P. ALLEN: Petition of Litchfield Grange, of Hi.llsdale 
County, :hfichigan, for the enactment of laws that will protect pur
chasers of patented articles-to the Committee on Patents. 

By 1\Ir. C. R. BRECKINRIDGE: Petition of Daniel Hammon, of 
Prairie County, and of John C. Clements, administratorofSamuel Clem
ents, of Prairie County, Arkansas, for reference of their claims to the 
Court of Claims-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. W. C. P. BRECKINRIDGE: Petition of the Board of Trade 
of Frankfor~ Ky., against the passage of House bill 4923-to the Com
mittee on Expenditures in the War Department. 

By Mr. CANNON: Petition of 0. P. Frick, for relief of acting assist
ant surgeons United States Army-to the Committee on Military Af
fairs. 

By Mr. COBB: Petition of Mrs. F. W. Brown, widow of John U. 
Brown, of Macon County, .Alabama, for reference of her claim to the 
Court of Claims-to the Committee on War Claims. · 

By Mr. COTHRAN (by request): Petition of citizens of Liberty, S. 
C., ~ctainst the passage of bill t-o restrict the use of cotton-seed oil or 
beef fat in the .composition of lard-to the Committee on .Agriculture. 

By Mr. FORNEY: Petition of Elizabeth C. Hill, ofSaylesville, Cher
okee County, .Alabama, for reference of her claim to the Court of 
Claims-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, petition of W . .A. McMillan, of John McAnnally, of R. B. 
Simms, ofT. L. Weaver, of Samuel C. Ward, of J. R. Wimberg, ofL. 
~L Turner, of J. R. Baxter, ofW. T. Ewing, of E. C. Lusk, of John C. 
Slack, of J . .A. Elliott, of Thomas Thompson, of Samuel S. Holbrook, 
of Thomru> Childers, of Abbie R. Wiggs, and of James Lawson, late 
postmasters, of .Alabama, for relief-to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads. 

Bylli. GIFFORD: PetitionofG. W. Gilbertand33 others, ofParker, 
of S. B. Howe and 93 others, of Valley Springs, of]). S. Waldo and 
105 others, of Lincoln County, and of Nelson H. Twogood and 25 others, 
of Fulton, Dak:., for the retention of the present tariff on flax and flax 
products-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. JACKSON: Additional testimony to accompany bill for the 
relief of George Harkins-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By J\.Ir. LAGAN: Petition of M. Hanlihan and others, for back pay 
under the eight-hour law-to the Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. LEE: Petition of L. B. Wheeler, for payment of his war 
claim-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By .Mr. MILLS: Petition of citizens of Washington County, Texas, 
against branding or taxing refined lard, etc.-to the Committeeon.Ag
ricultnre. 

By Mr. OSBORNE: Petition of Ron. Charles .A. Miner and 30 others, 
citizens of Wilkes Ban·e, Pa., for reduction of letter postage-to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. PHEL~W: Petition of John R. Greer, administrator of Da
vid S. Greer, of Shelby County, and of Eliza B. Pugh, widow of James 
F. Pugh~ of Hardeman County, Tennessee, for reference of their claims 
to the Court of Claims-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Petition of George Fletcher and others, tore
peal that portion of the internal-revenue laws which class druggists as 
liquor dealers-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, memorial of the Board of Trade of Philadelphia, Pa., to abol
ish all direct taxes levied on the people of the United States-to the 
Committee on Ways and lieans. 

By 1\Ir. RICHARDSON: Petition of Sarah G. Collins, and of Will
iam L. Collins, of Franklin County, and of Thomas Bailey, of Lincoln 
County, TennW'Jsee, for reference of their claims to the Court of Claims
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Byl'l'fr. ROGER~: .PetitionofLonisaB. WortheJJ, ofPulaskiCounty, 
Arkansn.s, for reference of her war claim to the Court of Claims-to the 
Committee on 'Var Claims. 

By Mr. J. E. RUSSELL: Petition from the Texas Woolen Mills, of 
Oxford, and of citizens of Holden1 Mass., to secure pure lard-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. SI fMONS: Petition of citizens of Eastern North Carolina, 
asking Congress to authorize the purchase by the Government of the 
New Berne and Beaufort Canal-to the Committee on ·Railways and 
Canals. 

By Mr. SOWDEN: Petition of Dr. R. J. Linderman and others, of 
the Tenth district of Pennsylvania, for repeal of all special internal
revenue licenses for druggists-tothe Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND: Petition of Lewis F. Carey and of Samuel 
L. M. Proctor, for relief-tQ the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, papers to accompany bills for the relief of Sarah Allen and of 
John Pendergrast-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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Also, petitions to grant pensions to Elizabeth Wilson and to Mary M. 
Shipley-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, papers to a.ccom pany bill for the relief of Thomas Harrington
to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, petition and papers to accompany bill for relief of James A. 
McFarland-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of James M. Garvin, for an invalid pension-to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, paper in the claim of William Aud-to the Committee on In
valid Pensions. 

Also, petition ofW. B. Fleming, for a pension-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Edmund Drake, for payment of his war claim-to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By 111r. TRACEY: Petition of the Cigar Makers' Union, of Albany, 
N. Y., n.gainst the repeal of the internal-revenue tax on cigars-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: Petition of Edward Pearl, for removal of charge of 
desertion-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WILKINSON: Papers in the case of R. H. Crider, for relief
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr .• YOST: Petition of J. T. McCrum & Son and others, of Lexing
ton, Va., for repeal of that portion of the internal-revenue law impos
ing a license on druggists-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The following petitions for the proper protection of the Yellowstone 
National Park, as proposed in Senate bill 283, were received and sev
erally referred to the Committee on the Public Lands: 

By Mr. BURROWS: Of citizens of Grand Rapids, Mich. 
By Mr. FORAN: Of 40 citizens of Garrettsville, Ohio. 
By Mr. GROUT: Of C. H. Kottion and 28 others, citizens of Ver

mont. 
By Mr. HUDD: OfT. A. Thorp and others, of Wisconsin. 
By Mr. LONG: Of G. F. Pinkham and 16 others, citizens ofWollas

ton, Mass. 
By Mr. PARKER: Of C. E. Rees and others, citizens of Clayton, N.Y. 
By Mr. STONE, of Kentucky: Of citizens of Calloway County, ax\d 

of the Princeton Gun Club, of P1inceton, Ky. 
By Ur. SYMES: Of citizens of Denver, Colo. 
By .l'lfr. WILKINS: Petition of J. F. Meek and 50 others, citizens of 

Coshocton, Ohio. 

The following petitions for the more effectual protection of agricult
ure, by means of certain import duties, were received and severally 
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. GALLINGER: Of B. F. Martin and 19 others, of Benning
ton, and of Charles F. Porter and 37 others, of Oxford, N. H. 

By Mr. GROUT: Of citizens of Andover, Vt. 
"ty Mr. GUENTHER: Of farmers of Fond du Lac County, Wis

con in. 
By :Mr. KETCHAM: Of D. A. Knapp andl9 otheTs, of North Clove, 

N.Y. 

The following petition, praying for th~ enactment of a law to estab
lLh a system of telegraphy, to be owned and controlled by the Govern
ment of the United Sta.tes, and operated in connection with the Post
Office· Department, was referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads: 

By Ur. PERRY: Of numerous citizens of South Carolina. 

The following petitions, indorsing the per diem rated service-pension 
hi II, based on the principle of paying all soldiers, sailors, and marines of 
the late war a monthly pension of 1 cent a day for each day they were 
in the service, were sever:illy referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions: 

By Mr. BURROWS: Of members of Frank Graves Post, No. 64, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Michigan. • 

By 1\Ir. CHEADLE: Of ex-Union soldiersandsailorsofCicero, Ham
ilton County, Indiana. 

By l\1r. CUMMINGS: Of ex-soldiers and sailors of the Sixth district 
of Kew York. 

By .M:r. J. H. O'NEALL: Of ex-Union soldiers, sailors, and citizens 
of Shoals, Huron, Martin, and Lawrence Counties, Indiana. 

By :Mr. SHIVELY: Of Post No. 429, Grand Army of the Republic, 
of Mentone, Ind. 

The fol1owing petitions for an increase of compensation of fourth-class 
postmasters were referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post
Roa.ds: 

By Ur. BARNES: Of citizens of Hephzibah, Richmond County, 
Georgia. 

By l\fr. T. J. HENDERSON: Of William Taylor, jr., and 33 others, 
citizens of Whiteside County, Illinois. 

· 'the following petitions, praying for the enactment of a law provid-

ing temporary aid for common schools, to be disbursed on the basis of 
illiteracy, were severally referred to the Committee on Education: 

By Mr. HITT: Of 132 citizens of Ogle County, Illinois. 
By Mr. PERRY: Of 87 citizens of Greenville County, South Carolina. 
By Mr. VANCE: Of 123 citizens of Hartford County, Connecticut. 
By Mr. WILKINS: Of 57 citizens of Licking County, and of 92 citi· 

zens of Muskingum County, Ohio. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, A.pril21, 1888. 

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. 
H. ll'.liLBURN, D. D. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Joumal of the proceedings of yes
terday. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask unanimo'us consent to dispense with the read
ing of so much of the Journal as relates to the introduction of reports 
of committees. 

There was no objection. 
The remainder of the Journal was read and approved. 

.ADMISSION OF SOUTH D.A.KOT.A.. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (S. 185) to provide for 

the admission of the State of South Dakota into the Union, and for the 
organization of the Territory of North Dakota; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on the Territories. 

Mr. GIFFORD. 1\Ir. Speaker, precisely a similar bill has been re
ported from the Committee on the Territories, and I ask unanimous con
sent that it be considered on Monday next. 

Jt-Ir. RANDALL. What time on Monday? 
Mr. McMILLIN. I object. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Let it take its usual course. 
Mr. GIFFORD. I did not suppose any gentleman on that side would 

object. [Laughter.] · 
CHARLOTTE HARBOR, FLORIDA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S.1431) making 
an appropriation for the establishment of a light or lights and other 
aids to navigation to guide into Charlotte Harbor, Florida. 

:M:r. DAVIDSON, of Florida. Mr. Speaker, a bill similar to this has 
been considered by the House Committee on Commerce, and I ask unani
mous consent that the bill be taken up and considered now. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, subject to the right of ob
jection. 

The Senate bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the sum of $35,000 be, and the same is hereby, appro· 

priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. for the es
tablishment of alight or lights and other aids to navigation to guide into Charlotte 
Harbor, Florida, the said amount to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, of Florida. I now move to amend by striking out 

aU of the Senate bill after the enacting clause and inserting the House 
bill as recommended by the Committee on Commerce. 

The amendment was read, as follows: ' 
That a light, or lights, and other aids to navigation to guide into Charlotte 

H1ubor, Florida, be established at a cost not to exceed $35,000. ' 
:M:r. SPRINGER. Let the original bill be read. 
The SPEAKER. The original bill provided an . appropriation of 

money. • 
1\fr. DAVIDSON, of Florida.. And this amendment provides only 

for the establishment of the lights or guides to navigation. · 
Mr. SPRINGER. All right. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was OTdered to a third reading, and being read 

the third time was passed. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, of Florida, moved to reconsider the v-ote by which 

the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. ' 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
The bill (II. R. 7033) was ordered to be laid on the table. 

EMORY R. SEWABD. 
The SPEAKER announced as the managers on the part of the Honse 

on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. 7319) for 
the relief of Emory R. Seward, :Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, Mr. SIMMONS, 
of North Carolina, and Mr. KERB, of Iowa. 1 

LEAVE OF .ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. PENINGTON, indefinitely, on account of important business. 
To Mr. CuTCHEON, foT five days, on account of an important busi-

ness engagement. 
To Mr. BuTLER, on account of important business, from Saturday, 

the 21st, to Wednesday, the 25th instant. 
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