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District of Columbia, were severally referred to the Select Committee
on the Aleoholie Liquor Traffie:
By Mr. ARNOLD: Of 67 citizens of the Second district of Rhode

Island. '
By Mr. BACON (by request): Of 58 citizens of the Fifteenth district
of New York.
By Mr. BROWER: Of 81 citizens of the Fifth district of North Caro-

lina.

By Mr. J. E. CAMPBELL: Of 69 citizens of the Seventh district of
Ohio.

By Mr. CUTCHEON: Of 78 citizens of the Ninth district of Michigan.

By Mr. DAVIS: Of 58 citizens of the First district of Massachusetts.

By Mr. GALLINGER: Of 118 citizens of the Second district of New
Hampshire. -

By Mr. 8. T. HOPKINS: Of 67 citizens of the Seventeenth district
of New York.

By Mr. JOSEPH: Of 80 citizens of New Mexico.

By Mr. KETCHAM: Of 53 citizens of the Sixteenth district of New
York.

By Mr. LODGE: Of Frank 8. Adams and others, of Reading, Mass.

By Mr. PARKER: Of 78 citizens of the Twenty-second district of
New York.

By Mr. RICE: Of 54 citizens of the Fourth district of Minnesota.

By Mr. J. E. RUSSELL: Of citizens of the Tenth district of Massa-
chusetis.

By Mr. SAWYER: Of 134 citizens of the Thirty-first district of New
York.
By Mr. SCULL: Of 101 citizens of the Seventeenth district of Penn-
sylvania.

By Mr. STONE, of Missouri: Of J. B. Carrico and 77 others, citi-
zens of the Twelfth district of Missouri.

By Mr. VOORHEES: Of 82 citizens of Washington Territory.

By Mr. YARDLEY: Of 69 citizens of the Seventh District of Penn-
sylvania.

SENATE,.
SATURDAY, March 31, 1888,

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D.

The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday last was read and ap-
proved.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communiea-
tion from the Secretary of State, transmitting correspondence and re-
ports relative to the purchase of historical documents; which, with the
accompanying papers, was referred to the Committee on the Library,
and ordered to be printed.

/¥ PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, /|

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a petition of citizens and vot-
ers of the town of Upper Sandusky, Wyandot County, Ohio, praying
that the work of the eradication of pleuro-pneumonia may be continued
under the Bureau of Animal Industry as at present organized, and that
it be allowed to remain in the Department of Agriculture, with a chief
at its head who shall be a competent veterinary surgeon; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

He also presented the petition of Stewart Sanderson, of Shelby, N.
Y., praying that an appropriation be made for the construction of steel
rams for the purpose of coast defense; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Coast Defenses.

Mr. WALTHALL. I present a petition of the house of representa-
tives of the State of Mississippi, i!g:::a,yi::lg Congress to assist the State
board of health in establishing fhspective quarantine service on Ship
Island. As the petition relates to the disposition of public buildings,
I move that it be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr, WALTHALL presented a petition of the house of representatives
of the Legislature of Mississippi, praying Congress to pass an act plac-
ing the naval reserve lands of the United States Government situated
in Harrison County, in that State, on the market; which was referred to
the Committee on Public Lands.

He also presented a petition of the house of representatives of the
Legislature of Mississippi, praying for confirmation of titles to certain
lands donated to that State by act of Congress passed September 28,
1850; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. COCKRELL. I present a resolution adopted by the Medico-
Chirurgical Society of St. Louis, Mo., urging upon Congress the pro-
priety of the passage of a bill to provide snitable maritime protection
for the whole country under the supervision of officers of the General
Government, the necessary expenses to be defrayed from the national

Treasury. I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on
Epidemic Diseases.
The PRESIDENT pro fempore. A similar petition was just referred to

the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. hALI
Mr. HARRIS. The petition presented by the Senator from Missis-
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sippi [Mr, WALTHALL] was simply a request that certain buildings
which belong to the United States Ee turned over to the State for inspec-
tion purposes. As I understand, the petition presented by the Senator
from Missouri looks to the establishment or regulation of guarantine.

Mr. COCKRELL. That is it; and it should go to the Committee on
Epidemic Diseases.

Mr. HARRIS. This petition should go to the Committee on Epi-

demic Diseases, while the other was properly referred to the Commit-
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will be so referred.

Mr. COCKRELL. I present a resolution adopted by the Medico-
Chirurgical Society of St. Louis, Mo., urging upon Congress, in the event
of the passage of a bill modifying the tariff, that the import duty be
removed from all medicines, medical and surgical appliances, and from
everything used in the treatment and diagnosis of disease in a full pro-
portion, with a view to its future complete removal. I move the ref-
erence of the resolution to the Committee on Finance.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of W. M. Haynes and 8 other
male citizens of 8t. Lounis, Mo., praying for better legal protection for
women and girls within the territorial, admiralty, and maritime juris-
diction of the United States; which was referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Mr. MORRILL presented the petition of Lucius D. Savage and 11
other citizens of the county of Washington, Vermont, praying that Sen-
ate bill No. 548, granting pensions to widows and minor children of
pensioners, may receive favorable action by the Senate; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Pensions.

|1 Mr. WILSON, of Towa, presented a petition of the State board of rail-

road commissioners of the State of Iowa, in favor of action by Congress
to have the Interstate Commerce Commission investigate and report to
Congress conclusions arrived at in respect of what may be done to pro-
mote the safety of railroad employés, the proper heating of passenger
cars, ete.; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce.

He also presented a petition of Abernethy Post, No. 48, Grand Army
of the Republie, of West Union, Iowa, praying for the passage of the
per diem rated service-pension bill; which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Pensions,

. 11? flao__preaented ?pet.ition of Typographical Union, No. 68, of Keo-
uk, Iowa, praying for the passage of an international copyright law;
which was ordered to lie on the table. . .- ' s :

Mr. FARWELL presented a petition of citizens of Christian County,
Illinois, praying for the passage of the per diem rated service-pension
bill; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr, HOAR presented a petition of James M. Davis, Byron B. Floyd,
George W. Wentworth, and 54 others, ex-Union soldiers and sailors,
citizens of Haverhill, Mass., praying for the passage of the per diem
rated service-pension bill; which was referred to the Committee on
Pensions.

Mr. HOAR. I present the petition of the Icelandic Educational So-
ciety, of Winnipeg, Dominion of Canada, praying for an appropriation
by Congress for the thorough examination of the records in the Vatican
and other Roman libraries of the discovery of America by the Iceland-
ers, and also for a public recognition of Leif Ericsson as the first dis-
coverer and colonist of America, aceording tothe plan for a Viking Hall
heretofore presented. I suppose that the petition should go to the
Committee on Appropriations. \

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair thinks the petition can
not be received under the rule,it being from citizens or subjects of a
foreign power.

Mr. HOAR. I supposed there was no human being from whom the
Senate would not receive a respectful petition.

Mr. HARRIS. I think the express rule isthatunlesssuch a petition
is communicated by the State Department or the President, it can not
be received.

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. The Secretary will read the fourth
clause of Rule VII.

The Chief Clerk read as follows:

But no i i i i
st g prar sl o pentiveds o t0s parts b traaniit o0 40 e BEoRIOY
the President.

Mr. HOAR. I had forgotten that rule for the moment,

Mr., MANDERSON presented a petition numerously signed by ex-

prisoners of war, citizens of Owen County, Indiana, praying for the pas—

sage of what is known as the prisoners-of-war pension bill; which was
referred to the Committee on Pensions.

He also presented a petition numerously signed by citizens of Putnam
County, Indiana, praying for the passage of the per diem rated service-
pension bill; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

He also presented a petition of citizens of Thomas County, Nebraska,
praying for the establishment of United States courts at North Platte,
Nebr. ; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. SABIN presented the petition of Robert W. Simmons, late cor-
poral in Company B, Second Regiment Pennsylvania Provisional
Heavy Artillery, praying to be allowed an increase of pension; which
was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of Junction Lodge No. 6, of
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the Amalgamated Iron and Steel Workers of the United States, of
Steubenville, Ohio, and a petition of Hubbard Lodge No. 9, of the
Amalgamated Iron and Steel Workers of the United States, favoring a

rotective-tariff policy; which were referred to the Committee on

Ce.

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland. T present the petition of George M.
-Upshur and 36 other members of the Maryland Legislature, praying
for the continuance of the work of eradicating pleuro-pnenmonia under
the Burean of Animal Industry, as now organized, by strengthening
and not changing the present plan of operation, keeping such burean
in the Department of Agricunlture, under a competent veterinary sur-
%eou as chief, with no control of any board or commission over such

urean or its work. I also present two other petitions of a similar
character, one from citizens of Carroll County, and another from citi-
zens of Frederick County, in the State of Maryland. I move that the
petitions lie on the table, as the bill on that subject has been reported
and is on the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BLACKBURN presented o petition of citizens of Eden, Martin
County, Kentucky; a petition of citizens of America, Lee County, Ken-
tucky, and a petition of citizens of Ballard County, Kentucky, praying
that the work of the eradication of pleuro-pnenmonia may be continued
under the Bureau of Animal Industry as at present organized, and that
the huréan may be allowed to remain in the Department of Agriculture,
with a chief who shall be a competent veterinary surgeon; which were
ordered to lie on the table.

*/Mr. CHACE presented petitions of citizens of Macon and Savannah,
in the State of Georgia, praying for the passage of an international copy-
right law; which were ordered to lie on the table. /|

Mr. PLATT presented the petition of T. F. Bean and others, citizens
of the District of Columbia, calling attention to the'law as it exists in
the District of Columbia relating to Innacy, and praying for legisiation
in relation thereto; which was referred to the Committee on the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Mr. STANFORD presented a petition of the American Forestry Con-
gress and other citizens of Auburn, Placer County, California, praying
for the passage of additional laws for the preservation of forests on the
public lands; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture and

Forestry. :

Mr. FAULENER presented the petition of Emery P. Myers and
18 other ex-Union soldiers, citizens of the State of West Virginia, pray-
ing for the passage of the per diem rated service-pension bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr, MITCHELL presented a petition of citizens of Polk County,
Oregon, praying that the work of the eradication of pleuro-pnenmonia
among ecattle shall be continued under the Bureau of Animal Industry
as at present organized; which was ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. HAWLEY ted a petition of members of the faculty of the
Wesleyan University, of Middletown, Conn., praying that certain books
therein enumerated may be imported free of duty; which was referred
to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. BATE presented the petition of the Tennessee Bar Association,
praying that increased compensation be allowed United States district
judges; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. BATE. I present the petition of James W. Bowman, a citizen
of Henderson County, Tennessee, praying for the of the bill
granting him a pension, which I ask be placed on file with the papers
accompanying the bill for his relief, the bill having been reported and
being now on the Calendar.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be so ordered.

MMr. HISCOCK ted a petition of 450 ex-Union veterans, citizens
of the State of New York, praying for the passageof the per diem rated
service-pension bill; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr, HOAR presented resolutionsof the Legislature of Massachusetts;
which were read, as follows:

Resolutions relating to freight-car l;am; steam couplers and to freight-train
ralkes,

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, In the year 1588,

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives in General Court assembled :

Whereas thousands of railroad employés every year are killed or injured in
eoupling or uncoupling and in handling the brakes on freight carsused in inter-
gtatetraflic, and most of these accidents can be avoided by the use of uniform
automatic couplers and train brakes; and

Whereas the snccess and the growth of the system of heating cars by steam
from the locomotive or other single source lnrgehv depends on the adoption in
interstate traffic of an uniform steam coupler; am

W hereas these subjects are believed to be of pressing importance and within
the proper scope of the powers of the Congress of the United States, while at-
tempts on the part of the individual States to deal with them have resulted and
must continue to result in conﬂiutinimgulntlons:

Resol That the senate and the house of representatives of the Common-
wealth of husetts in G 1 Court bled do most rea-%qatmlly and
earnestly urge upon Congress a ideration of the for ing subjects with a
view to lhe passage of a resolution instructing the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission to consider what can be done to prevent the loss of life and limb in
coupling and uncoupling freight cars used in interstate commerce, and in hand-
ling the es of such cars, and in what way the growth of the system of heat-
ing passenger cars from the locomotive or other single source can be promoted,
to the end that said commission may make recommendationsin the premises to
the railroads within its jurisdietion, and report its doings to Congress at
an early date, with su, i on said subject as may secm to
4 nocessary or expedient,

ns as to 1

Rmiu:e That a y of these resolutions be transmitled to the Congress of
the United States ::ﬁ to each of our Senators and Representatives therein,

BENATE, March 22, 1888,
Adopted.
Sent down for concurrence,
E. HERBERT CLAPP, Clerk.

HovsE oF REPRESENTATIVES, Mareh 27, 1388,

EDWARD A. McLAUGHLIN,
caerk,

E. HERBERT CLAFPP,
Clerk of the Senle.

Mr. HOAR. I move that the resolutions be referred to the Com-
mittee on Interstate Commerce, and I ask the consent of the Senate to
make one or two observations in regard to them.

These resolutions have been adopted by the Legislature of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts on the urgent recommendation of the rail-
road commissioners of that State, who compose the first board of the
kind, I think, ever appointed in this country, and which board con-
sists of gentlemen of very high aunthority and great experience in re-
gard to all railroad matters. They called my attention to the subject
some weeks ago and informed me that these resolutions would be here
in duoe time.

The number of employés of railroads who are injured or killed on
the railroads in this country in handling freight trains amounts to
thonsands every year; and the danger from the somewhat unman-
ageable trains of freight cars, especially in coupling and uncoupling
them, is a very serious peril to life and limb,

The railroad commissioners of Massachusetts endeavored to establish
some regulations for the government of the railroads of that State
which would be suflicient to almost wholly remove this very great
danger, but they found themselves embarrassed by the question of
jurisdiction. Under the recent decisions of the Supreme Court it is
quite obvions that they could make no regulation which would be ap-
plicable to railroads engaged in interstate commerce and apply cer-
tainly to trains conveying merchandise from State to State.

It becomes necessary, therefore, to have national action upon thesub-
ject, and the railroad commissioners of Massachusefts, with the con-
currence and assent of the similar authorities of quite a number of other
States of the Union, have desired that the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission might be clothed with anthority to deal with the subjectand
to establish suitable regulations.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The memorial will be referred to
the Committee on Interstate Commerce.

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of the eommittee for philan-
thropic labor of the New York Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends, praying for the initiation and adoption of measures looking
to the establishment, in conjunction with other nationalities, through
treaty stipulations, of a permanent court of international arbitration
for the amicable adjustment of the differences which may arise between
our own and other countries; which was referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Healso ted the petition of the Cultivator Publishing Company,
of Atlanta, Ga., praying for the passage of what is known as the frac-
tional silver-certificate bill; which was referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. REAGAN presented a petition of 32 citizens of Mount Carmel,
Tex., praying an increase of compensation for third and fourth class
postmasters; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and
Post-Roads.

Mr. EVARTS presented a concurrent resolution of the senate and
assembly of the State of New York, urging the passage of the bill to
refund to merchants and commereial agents the taxes exacted under
certain legislation in 1871, by the local authorities of the District of
Columbia, imposing a license tax uppn comm-reial agents, which law
was on May 9, 1887, declared by the suprem: court of ‘the District of
Columbia beyond the bounds of any authorily delegated fo the Dis-
triet of Columbia by Congress; which was referred to the Committee
on the District of Columbia.

He also presented a petition of the common council of the city of New
York, requesting that the Congress of the United States appropriate the
sum of $2,300,000, to be expended by the Secretary of War, for the im-
provement of Harlem River and S;uyten Duyvil Creek, in accordance
with the plans and upon the route already approved and acquired
therefor; which was referred to the Committes on Commerce.

e also presented a petition of 74 ex-Union soldiers and sailors, citi-
zens of Walton, N. Y.; a petition of 11 ex-Union soldiers and sailors,
citizens of Auburn, Cayuga County, New York; a petition of 16 ex-
Union soldiers and sailors, citizens of East Homer, N. Y.; and a peti-
tion of 440 ex-Union soldiers and sailors, citizens of Albion, Orleans
County, New York, praying for the passage of the per diem rated serv-
ice-pension bill; which were referred tothe Committee on Pensions.

lle also presented a memorial of the Arkwright Club, of Boston,
Mass., urging the passage of the bill (I1. R. 1527) to make bills of lad-
ing conclusive evidence in certain cases; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce.

a REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, z
Mr. WILSON, of Maryland, from the Committee on Claims, to whom

Adopted in concurrence,

A true copy.
Attest:
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was referred the bill (S, 1171) for the relief of the legal representatives
of McDougall, deceased, reported it with amendments, and sub-
mitted a report thereon. !

He also, irom the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (8.
499) for the relief of William H. Crook, submitted an adverse report
thereon, which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed indefinitely.

Mr. PLATT, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred
the bill (8. 2501) for the relief of William M. Bryant, reported it with-
out amendment.

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (H. R. 6887) for the relief of Henry Brock, reported it
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon.

Healso, from the same committee, to whom was referred the petition
of Ernest Hodder, praying that his claim for pay be referred to the Court
of Claims, submitted an adverse report thereon, which was agreed to;
and the committee were discharged from the further consideration of
the petition.

Mr. SPOONER, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred
the bill (8. 1426) for the relief of William H. Young, asked to be dis-
charged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed to.

Mr. MANDERSON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom
was referred the bill (8. 1323) to confer brevet promotion on officers of
the United States Army particularly distingnished by heroie action in
Indian warfare, and for other purposes, reported it with amendments,
and submitted a report thereon.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (3.
2028) to authorize the President to confer brevet rank on officers of the
Army for gallant services in Indian campaigns, submitted an adverse
report thereon, which was agreed to; and the bill was postponed indefi-
nitely. .

He also, from the same commitiee, to whom was referred the bill (S.
2021) to brevet officers of the Army on the active and retired lists, snb-
mitted an adverse report thereon, which wasagreed to; and the bill was
postponed indefinitely. -

Mr. EVARTS, from the Committee on the Library reported a bill
(8. 2564) anthorizing and directing the Secretary of War to purchase
from Miss Virginia Taylor Lewis a sword of Washington; which was
read twice by its title,

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Education and Labor, to whom
was referred the bill (H. R. 1645) to limit the hours that letter-carriers
in cities shall be employed per day, reported it with an amendment.

EXPENSES OF SENATE INVESTIGATIONS,

Mr. ALLISON. I am authorized by the Committee on Appropria-
tions to report a bill appropriating $20,000 for expenses of special and
select committees of the Senate, and I ask unanimous consent that it
may be now eonsidered.

The bill (8. 2550) appropriating $20,000 for expenses of special and
select committees of the Senate was read twice, and considered as in
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. ALLISON. If I may be permitted to say a word, I will state
that there are four or five committees of the Senate now makin# inves-
tigations, and the appropriation for that purpose is almost entirely ex-
hausted, or within a few dollars, which makes it necessary that this ap-
priation should be made or that the investigations should not proceed.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

PUBLIC-BUILDIKG EXPENDITURES.

Mr. STANFORD, from the Commiftee on Pablic Buildings and
Grounds, reported the following resolution; which was considered by
unanimons consent, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to furnish the Senate
with o stat t of appropriati and expenditures for publie buildings from
March 4, 1855, to the present time,

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. DANIEL introduced a bill (8. 2551) to amend section 993 of the
Revised Statutes of the United States for the District of Columbiaso as
to make inauguration day a holiday within said District; which was read
;.witg_by its title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Co-

nmbia.

Mr. PADDOCK (by request) introduced a bill (8. 2552) relating to
postmasters at Presidential offices; which was read twice by its title,
and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads,

Mr. WILSON, of Maryland (by request), introduced a bill (8. 2553)
to incorporate the Washington and Western Maryland Railroad Com-
‘pany; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee
on the District of Columbia.

He also introduced a bill (8. 2554) for the relief of the heirs of Lient,
Commander Wilson McGunnigle, United States Navy; which was read
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. SHERMAN introdnced a bill (8. 2555) for the relief of James
J. Johnston; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the
Committee on Patents.

Mr. MANDERSON introduced a bill (8. 2556) for the relief of Charles
B. Newton; which was read twice by its title.

Mr. MANDERSON. I amsomewhat ata loss to know to what com-
mittee the bill should be referred. It proposes to reimburse Charles
B. Newton, a boy nineteen years old, who was arrested on the charge
of being a deserter from the Army of the United States, who was kept
in con ent and very grossly abused and maltreated. It isa case -
of mistaken identity. Whether it should go to the Committee on the
Judiciary, the Committee on Claims, or the Committee on Military Af-
fairs, T am somewhat at a loss to know. I should like to get some
suggestion from the Chair.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be referred to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs, if there be no objection.

Mr. VOORHEES (by request) introduced a bill (8. 2557) anthoriz-
ing the issue of specie certificates, redeemable half in gold coin and
half in silver bullion equal in value to the gold half; which was read
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. DANIEL (by request) introduced a bill (8. 2558) changing the
name of the Real Estate Title Insurance Company of the District of
Columbia, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title,
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (8. 2559) providing for the printing
of Government publications upon private orders; which was read twice
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Printing.

Mr. SABIN introduced a bill (8. 2560) to improve and encourage the
caltivation and manufacture of flax and hemp; which was read twice by
its title, and referred to the Committee on Agricalture and Forestry.

Mr. HISCOCK introdunced a bill (8. 2561) to provide for the erection
of a monument at Backett's Harbor, in the State of New York; which
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the
Library.

Mr.r{; EORGE introduced a bill (8. 2562) to provide for the erection
of a publie building in Yazoo City, Miss.; which was read twice by its
title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds.

Mr. REAGAN introduced a bill (8. 2563) to compensate Mrs. Sarah
L. Larimer for important services rendered the military authorities in
1864, at Deer Creek Station, Wyo.,and for loss of property taken by
Sioux Indians; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the
Committee on Claims.

Mr. VOORHEES introduced a joint resolution (8. R. 67) anthorizing
and directing the Librarian of Congress fo permit Dr. J. F. Jameson to
cause to be made a copy of the records of the Virginia Company, and
to canse the same to be published; which was read twice by its title,
and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on the
Library.

AMENDMENT TO A BILL,

Mr. MITCHELL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which was referred
to the Committee vn Appropriations, and ordered to be printed.

PURCHASE OF BONDS.

Mr. REAGAN. I offered an amendment the other day, and as there
is a mistakeabout it, I desire to have it reprinted and printed correétly.
It is the amendment submitted by me to the bill (H. R. 5034) to pro-
vide for the purchase of United States bonds by the Secretary of the
Treasury.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The order to reprint will be made,
if there be no objection. .

-
WITHDEAWAL OF PAPERS.

On motion of Mr. HOAR, it was

Ordered, That leave be nted Nathaniel McKay to withdraw from the files
of the Senate the papers in the case of Nathaniel McKay and the executors of
Donald McKay.

PRINTING OF FISHERIES MAP,

On motion of Mr. HOAR, it was

Ordered, That the Senate Committee on Printing be directed to cause to be pre-
pared and printed for the use of the Senate 500 reduced copies of the map now in
the room of the Senate Commitiee on Foreign Relati howing the wat d
shores frequented by American fishermen in the North Atlantic Ocean, coloréd
50 a8 lo show the effect of the proposed treaty and the rights claimed in behalf
of American fishermen,

FLORIDA LAND TITLES.

Mr. CALL submitted the following resolution; which was read:

Resoleed, That a inl eommittee of five Senators shall be appointed, to be
selected by the dent of the Senate, who shall inquire whether it is essential
or advisable for the Prutectionof actual settlers on the public land of the United
States in the State of Florida, which has been heretofore patented or certified to
other than actual settlers improvidently or without authority, that suits shall be
brought by the United States to eancel such patents, the committee to report by
bill or otherwise, and further report such other legislation as may be necessary
for the protection of actual settlers on the public lands of the United States in
the State of Florida and for the settlement of the title to the public lands in the
possession of such settlers,

Mr. CALL. I ask for the present consideration of the resolution.

Mr. BECK. Ishould like to ask the Senator from Florida why the
regular committee of the Benate can not do that work. We have just
appropriated $20,000 this morning to pay the expenses of 1 com-
mittees, and it seems to me the regular committees of the Senate can
do all the work they have before them. I should like to know why
the regular committee can not do it.
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the present con-
sideration of the resolution? :

Mr. HOAR. T suggest that the resolution lie over until the chair-
man of the Committee on Public Lands comes in. I do not myself
know anything about it, and I have no objection to it; but I think
the members of that committee shonld be present when a special sub-
ject within their jurisdiction is referred to another committee.

Mr. MITCHELL. I was about to make the same snggestion. Iun-
derstand that the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands will not
be here to-day.

Mr, SHERMAN. The resolution had better go over until to-mor-
TOW.

Mr. HOAR. Letit go over.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The resolution lies over, under the

rule.

Mr. CALL. I ask the Senator from Massachusetts to withdraw his
objection.

Some two weeks since I addressed the Senate and was interrupted
by the recurrence of the regular order in my remarksupon the subject of
a resolution I had introduced, instructing the Committee on Public
Lands to report a bill for canceling patents that had been unlawfully
and improvidently issued by the Commissioner of the General Land
Office. It was my desire to continue those remarks in order to pre-
sent to the Senate a case which I think demands imperatively the
action of the Senate for the protection of the rights of actunal settlers
who, nnder the laws of the United States, have a right to their homes.
I had one case of very great and peculiar enormity, and I was inter-
rupted in the presentation of that case.

It has been suggested to me by Senators that if I would confine the
resolution to the State of Florida, and provide for a special committee
to inquire into the subject, there would be no objection. I shall be
obliged to let the resolution lic over, as objection is made; but I desire
to say that there is a great necessity for this action on the part of the
Senate.

Two years ago I presented a resolution asking for a special commit-
tee to investigate these cases, in order that actual settlers upon the pub-
lic lands of Florida should have a hearing. The Committee on Pub-
lic Lands of the Senate have a great amount of business before them
constantly. They referred the resolution at that time to the Commis-
gioner of the General Land Office and the Secretary of the Interior, who
reported to them that the Department had ample means to conduct
such an investigation. The committee had no objection to the special
committee being raised—they were advised of the pressure of business
before them—but upon the report of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office my resolution for aspecial committee was indefinitely post-
poned.

Two years have elapsed. These people are being turned out of their
homes. No investigation has been had. Hundreds of letters are in
my possession, exhibiting cases of great wrong and injustice for the want
of adequate legislation in thisdirecfion. I have® letter before me from
Mr, P. B. Perry, of Sumter County, Florida, an old citizen, eighty years
old, an old soldier of the United States, an excellent citizen, and an
honest and good man—who has recently had one of his eyes extracted,
and he writes me that he is almost blind in the other—who urges upon
me in behalf of the poor people who have settled upon these lands and
are unable to ;l;ay the prices asked for their homes by the people who
make unlawful claim to them, that some investigation ghall be had and
some protection given to them in the rights which the law passed by
Congress has given to them, and which the United States has pledged
its faith shall belong to them.

I only ask for that investigation. For two yearsI have been asking
for it. The Committee on Public Lands are overwhelmed with busi-
ness, and this is a special subject to which aspecial committee may well
givesome attention. If Congress will not protect the people in their
homes against violations of the law by executive officers, what will be-
come of the country, and who will the people look to for protection?
I print by leave of the Senate the letter of Mr. P. B. Perry:

WHITESVILLE, MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, March 24, 1888,

Hoxorep FrIEND :—I see from your favor of your late speech that you are at
wyour post,and fighting for the poor man, Iam glad that we have a few honest
men yeb, even in Congress,

Say what you please, money makes the mare go. Judges, lawyers, legislz-
tors, all move to the sound of the money; that 13, money will enlighten the
majority, so that every time the decision is on the money side.

e pure, that money ean not swerve from the right, are few and far between.
I am proud that you belonz to that small but honorable minority that ** does
not deserve justice &T , of Osceola). That noble idea brings me to our
Florida Railway and Navigation ra land-grant matter that you have so
nnf fought for the people, but it seems, as Harris said, * You did not deserve
justice,” as it seems to have gone the other way! That $6,000 money I guess
held you back till some honorable (7) courts turned the railroad loose.” To that
end, not long ago, the road had its surveyor [‘r; ping in my settl t, rid-
ing over land, compass in et, taking its lands, counting horses’ steps for
chains, telling the settlers they were stealing his timbers, ete. Some of them
talked impudent to him. The result: He went off and, according to his " sur-
poc b g oty A byt e e el A

Now there are some improvements and settlements on the odd sections made
in hopes of a forfeiture bill , expecting to get homesteads, but the poor
fellows are not able to buy t.'heirmlabor.sotheymmined. .

One case: A school-house put on a 40-acre block, with a pond in it—it is not

A
worth §10—their price is §109, but then, you see, the house,
Bnt.ﬁimdmp: I must close. Stick to the right, P. B. PERRY, S 1

Ido hot know that you or your clerks ean read this. Tam old and nearly blind;
had one eye taken out a week ago ; but, oh ! CALL, while I breathe let me encour-
age you in the right. Is there any hopes for those poor settlers ?P R 8

. B. P., 8n.

Hon, Senator WiLkmssox CALL, ’

Uniled Stales Senate, Washinglon.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The resolution lies'over under the

rule.

PARIS INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION.

Mr. SHERMAN. I propose to ask the unanimous consent of the
Senate to pass a House joint resolution. I wounld not do it but for the
fact that time is very important. It is a joint resolution accepting the
invitation of the French Republic to take part in the international ex-
position to be held in Paris in 1889, Time is important because ar-
rangements are being constantly made in to the ition. I
think the joint resolution will lead to no debate. If there be no objec-
tion, T should like to have it acted upon.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Ohio asks the
unanimous consent of the Senate to proceed to the consideration of the
joint resolution (H. Res. 83) accepting the invitation of the French
Belpgé)glic to take part in an international exposition to be held in Paris
in k

Dy unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the joint resolution which was reported from the
Committee on Foreign Relations with amendments.

Mr. PAYNE. Iaskthatthe amendments of the committee be acted
upon as they are reached in the reading of the joint resolntion.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be made if there be
no objection.

The Secretary proceeded to read the joint resolution.

The first amendment of the Committee on Foreign Relations was, in
section 2, line 10, after the word ‘‘ commissioner-general,’” to insert the
words ‘‘to act under the direction of the commissioner-general;”’ and
inline 13, after the word ‘‘nine,’’ to strike ont the words *‘ subcommis-
sioners, and said subcommissioners shall be;’’ g0 as to read:

That the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall
appoint & commissioner-general to represent the United States in the proposed
exposition, and, under the general direction of the Secretary of State, to make
all needful rules and regulations in refi to the contributions from this
country and to control the expenditures incident to the proper installation and
exhibit thereof; the pay of jurors, and the greparattion of the reports on the ex=
position and the general results thereof; and an tant issi eneral,
to act under the direction of the issi 1, who shall jorm the
President may alsonpplglgnet.:n:ir:: sig::éaﬂcore.‘:i o :‘t? o‘grrespoor diu:biilily%::% m:-
ally assigned to the nine groups into which lgg ex'poatl!on wﬁ.l?gnder the official
regulations, be divided.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 18, before the word ** thou-
sand,’’ to strike out ‘‘five’’ and insert *‘ ten;’’ so as to read:

That the allowance to said commissioner-general for salary and personal ex-
penses shall not exceed §10,000 for his whole term of office.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 21, before the word
*five,”’ to strike out the word ‘‘ twenty;’’ and after the word **five ?’
to striffe out the word ‘“hundred”’ and insert the word *‘ thousand; "’
so0 as to read:

That the allowance of said assistant mmmisaioner}generul for salary and per-
sonal expenses shall not exceed $5,000 for his term of oflice.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, insection 2, line 22, after the word ‘‘ nine,”’
to strike out the word ‘‘ subcommissioners ?’ and insert ‘‘ scientific ex-
perts;”’ and, in line 24, before the word ‘‘ hundred,” to strike out
‘“twelve’’ and insert ‘‘fifteen;’’ so as to read:

And the allowance of the nine scientific experts for salary and personal ex-

nse each shall not exceed §1,500, not including such clerical service as may
g: allowed by the commissioner-general, which shall not exceed §15,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 26, after the word ‘‘dol-
lars,”” to strike out the remainder of the section in the following words:

And the governors of the several States may nominate and the President ap-
point one honorary commissioner from each of the several States, and the Pres-
ident may appoint one I ry commi from each of the several Terri-
tories, which said honorary commissioners may report upon such special sub-
jects as the commissioner-general may direct, and shall serve without png' or
other expenses to the United States: Provided, That no person appointed by
virtue of this resolution shall have any pecuniary interest directly or indirectly
in any article exhibited for competition, or act as the agent for any exhibitor.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was to strike out section 3, in the following
words:

Sec. 8. That the President be authorized,in his diseretion, to assign one or
more of the public vessels to transport to and from France, free of cost, under
regulations to be preseribed by the commlss’lnnemfencnl.sueh articles as may
be offered for exhibition by the citizens of the United States, \

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 3 [4], line 7, before the word
““hundred,’’ to strike out ‘‘two’’ and insert *‘three;”’ and in line 10,
after the word ‘‘State,’’ to strike out the words ‘“‘and out of such
amount;'’ so as to read:

That in order to defray th bove authorized, and for the

] al
proper installation of the exhibition, af'u;:ﬁo expenditures of the commissioner-
general made under the direction of the 8 tary of State,and with his ap-

duties of commissione
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roval, and not otherwise,there be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any money
})n the Txvangly t?:f the P’nimd Stag:u not otherw;lse ?hppmpmtedﬁm ?um of ﬁ‘!gi.-
000, or s0 mu ereof as may necessary for the pu erein spec
WHISh woss sl be expanded undér fhe dirsotion o (b Neciotary b Stade. - '
LY
[4], line 12, after the word

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, in section 3
‘! prepare,” to strike ont the words ‘‘as far as practicable and with as
little delay as possible;’’ and in line 15, after the word ‘‘ exposition,”’
to insert the words ‘‘the expense of the same to be paid out of said
appropriation;'’ so as to read:
The Commissioner of Agriculture is hereby authorized to collect and prepare
suitable specimens of the agricultural productions of the several States and

Territories of the Union for exhibition at the Paris exposition, the expense of
the same to be paid out of said appropriation.

The amendment was to.

The next amendment was to strike ont section3[4], from line 17 to
line 35, inclusive, in the following words:

And the Commissioner of Agriculture is also authorized to prepare, for gratui-
tous distribution at said Paris exposition, a concise statement printed in En-
glish, French, and German, descriptive of swine raising in the United States and
the methods used in this country in preparing pork for export, together with
such information as he may possess as to the relative wholesomeness of pork
raised in the United States and in other eountries. And the said Commissioner
of Agriculture, under the direction of the Seeruhu;y of State,is further author-
ized and directed to secure, if possible, as a part of said Paris exposition, a com-
petitive in tion of pork raised in the United States and in the different
countries of Europe, with the view of determining the relative wholesomeness
of the pork products of the United States and of Europe,and for the purposes
indi in this paragraph the additional sum of §25,000, or so much thereof as
is necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury of the
United States not otherwise appropriated.

The amendment was agreed to.

The reading of the joint resolution was concluded.

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and the
amendments were concurred in.

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the joint resolu-
tion to be read a third time.

The joint resolution was read the third time and passed.

The preamble was agreed to.

MEETING OF WASHINGTON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate a
resolution coming over from a previous day, which will be read.

The resolution submitted by Mr. MrrcHELL, March 29, 1888, was
read, as follows: .

‘Whereas it is provided in section 1846 of the Revised Statutes of the United
States as follows:

“Sro, 1846, The legislative power in each Territory shall be vested in the
governor and a 1 tive nssembly. The legislative assembly shall consist of
a council and house of re})resentutivee. The members of both branches of the
legillative assembly shall have the qualifications of voters as herein preseribed,
They shall be chosen for the term of two years, and the sessionsof the tive
legislative assemblies shall be biennial. Each legislative assembly shall fix by
Inw the day of the commencement of its regular sessions. The members of the
council and of the house of representatives shall reside in the district or county
for which they are respectively elected.”

And whereas the last hiennial session of the Legislative Assembly of Washing-
ton Territory adjourned sine die in the month of February, 1888; and

Whereas on the 1st day of February, 1888, said Legislative Assembly of Wash-
ington Territory passed the following act, which was on February 2 approved
by the governor of said Territory, to wit:

‘An act to fix the timesfor the meeting of the Legislative Assembly of Washi ng-
ton Territory.

“ Be it enacled by the Legislative Assembly of the Terrilory of Washington, That the
next session of the tive Assembly of Washington Territory shall beginon
the second Monday of January, 1889, at 12 o'clock noon,and the isutive As-
sgmhl%:hajl meet at noon on the second Monday of January,and biennially
thereafier,

“8Ec. 2. All actsand Fu.rta of acts in conflict with this act are bereby repealed.

i Swﬁ‘ Thisact shall take effect and be in force from and afterits passage and
a TOVAal.

l;:Pl’maae«i the house February 1, 1888,

“W. M. CLARK,
“Speaker of the House.

“JOHN R. THOMPSON,
* President of the Couneil,

EUGENE SEMFPLE, Governor."

* Passed the council February 1, 1833,

* Approved February 2, 1888,
Y [eEAL.]

Therefore

Resolved, That the Committec on Territories be, and they are hereby, instrreted
to inquire into the validity of said act of the Legislative Assembly of Washing-
ton Territory, providing that the next session of such Legislative Assembly sl.\a?l
begin on the second Monday of January, 1889, at 12 o’clock noon, and to report
by bill or otherwise.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its
Clerk, announced that the House had the following bills and
joint resolution; in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate:

A bill (H. R. 428) granting a pension to William B. Johnson;

A bhill (H. R, 818 ting a pension to Sarah E. Pribble;

A bill (H. R. 3191; granting a pension to Mary S. Logan;

A bill EH.' R. 3839) granting a pension to Mrs. Hettie K. Painter;

A bill (H. R. 4104) granting a pension to Mahala Dexter;

A hill ili. R. 5118;

A bill

The question ison agreeing to the

granting a pension to Theodore Gardner;
H. R. 6759) granting a pension to Mary Robinson;

XIX——160

A bill (H. R. 6761) for the relief of James H. Orr;

A bill (H. R. 6812) granting an increase of pension to Stephen Thurs-
ton;
A bill (H. R. 7856) granting a pension to Emma R. Johnson; and

Joint resolution (H. Res. 140) appropriating $25,000 for the inter-
national exhibition in Barcelona, Spain.

The message further announced that the House had passed the fol-
lowing bills of the Senate with amendments, in which it requested the
concurrence of the Senate:

A bill (8. 574) to increase the pension of Mrs. Apolline A. Blair;

A bill (8. 549) granting a pension to Hannah R. Langdon; and

A Dbill (8. 1784) granting a pension to Ida M. Welton.

The message also announced that the House had passed the follow-
ing bills:

A bill (8. 404) for the relief of Margaret S. Murray;

A bill (8. 550) granting a pension to William C. Wait;

A bill (8. 733) granting a pension to Abbie S. Hutchinson;

A bill ES. 803; granting a pension to Delia U. Peck;

A Dbill (8. 809) granting a pension to Betsey Mannsfield;

A bill (8. B15) granting & pension to Angerone P. Cole, mother of
George H. Cole, private Company B, Twenty-fourth Regiment Wiscon-
sin Volunteers;

A bill (8. 854) granting a pension to Sarah E, Branson; and

A bill (S, 1785) granting a pension to Stephen D. Redfield.

The message also announced that the Hounse had agreed to the amend-
ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3957) for the relief of Peter
March, Thomas J. Wright, administrator, and others.

The message further announced that the Hounse had disagreed to the
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 1473) authorizing the
President of the United States to arrange a conference for the purpose
of promoting arbitration and encouraging reciprocal commercial rela-
tions between the United States of America and the Republics of Mex-
ico, Central and South America, and the Empire of Brazil; agreed to
the conference asked by the Senate on the said bill and amendments,
and had appointed Mr. McCREARY. Mr. RUSSELL of Massachusetts,
and Mr. MorROW as the conferees on the part of the House.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

The message alsoannounced that the Speaker of the House had signed
the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the
President pro tempore:

A (bill 8. 2220) to correct an error in and to further amend ““An act
to authorize the Georgia Pacific Railroad Company to construet bridges
across the Sunflower, Yazoo, and Tombigbee Rivers, in Mississippi,’’ ap-
proved March 3, 1887;

A bill (8. 1663) authorizing the Little Rock and Alexandria Railway
Company to build certain bridges in the State of Arkansas;

A bill (H. R. 1481) making an appropriation to construct a road and
approaches from Pineville, La., to the national military cemetery near
that town; :

A bill (H. R. 3749) for the relief of Frank Baker; and

A bill (H. R. 4556) to confirm New Madrid location, survey No.
"2889, and to provide for issue of patent therefor.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask that the Committee on the Judiciary ay
have leave to sit during the remainder of this session of Congress dur-
ing the sessions of the Senate. Our business has so accumulated that
that seems to be necessary. L

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Judiciary Committee asks leave
to sit during the sittings of the Senate for the remainder of the ses-
sion. TheChairhearsno objection, and that permission will be granted.

THE CALENDAR.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there beno further morning busi-
ness, that order is closed. The first bill on the Calendar under Rule
VIII will be stated. :

PUBLIC BUILDING AT ST. ALBANS, VT.

The bill (8. 1876) for the purchase of a site and erection of a cus-
tom-house and post-office at St. Albans, Vt., was announced as first in
order.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Bnildings and
Grounds with an amendment, after the word ‘‘site,’’ at the end of line
25, to insert ‘‘ which shall be purchased at voluntary sale or by con-
demnation;’’ so as to read:

Provided, That no part of said sum shall be expended until & valid title to the
said site, which shall be purchased at voluntary sale or by condemnation, shall
be vested in the United States, nor until the State of Vermont shall cede to the
United States &xclusive jurisdiction over the same, during the time the United
States shall be or remain the owner thereof, for all purposes except the admin-
i?tral.lon of the criminal laws of said State and the service of eivil process
therein,

The amendment was to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

-

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed. -
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LEOPOLD MAYER.

The bill (8. 619) granting an increase of pension to Leopold Mayer
was considered as in Gomhﬁﬂae of the Whole. Itproposes to place on
th?IPansion-mIl the name of Leopold Mayer, late captain of Company
C, Twelfth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, at rate of $25 per
month, in lien of the pension he is now receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

PUBLIC BUILDING AT LOS ANGELES, CAL,

The bill (8. 1789) for an extension of appropriation for the erection
of a public building at Los Angeles, Cal., was considered as in Com-
mittee of the Whole.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to

~ be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
SOUTHERN UTE RESERVATION.

The bill (S. 1145) granting the right of way to the Durango, Cortez
and Utah Railroad Company through thé Sonthern Ute Indian reser-
vation 11} Southwestern Colorado was Considered as in Committee of
the Whole.

Thei bill was reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs with
amendments.

The first amendment was, in section 3, line 9, after the words *‘shall
be,’’ to strike out *‘filled’’ and insert *‘filed;’ so as to read:

8gc. 3, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to fix the
amount of compensation to be paid the Indians for such right of way, and pro-
vide the time and manner for the payment thereof; but no right of any kind
shall vest in said railway company in or to any part of the right of way herein
provided for until plats thereof, made upon actual survey for the definite loca-
tion of such rail , and including the points for station buildings, depots,
machine-shops, side-tracks, turn-outs, and water stations, shall be filed with and
approved by the Secretary of the Interior.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 3, line 18, after *‘ United States,
tostrike out ‘‘ may, in his discretion,’’ and insert ‘‘shall;"’ so as to read:

Provided, That the President of the United States shall require that the con-
sent of the Indians to said right of way shall be obtained by said railroad com-
pany, in such manner as he may prescribe, before any right under this act shall
acerue Lo said company.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BOWEN. In line 4 of section 1, where the word “‘railroad”’
occurs, I move to strike out that word and insert *‘ railway;"’ so as to
give the correct title.

~ The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BOWEN. In the same line of section 1 I move to strike out
“Durango, Cortez’’ and insert ‘‘Rio Grande;’’ so as to givethe proper
name of the corporation.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated.

The CHIEF CLERK. In line4 of section 1 it is proposed to strike
out ** Durango, Cortez’’ and insert ** Rio Grande;’’ so as to read:

That the right of way is hereby granted, as hereinafter set forth, to the Rio
Grande and Utah Railway Company. y

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

The title was amended so as to read: “A bill granting the right of
way to the Rio Grande and Utah Railway Company through the South-
ern Ute Indian reservation in Southwestern Colorado.” F

'SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LAND GRANTS.

Mr. STEWART. I enter a motion to reconsider the vote by which
the Senate passed the bill (8. 758) for the relief of purchasers and other
grantees of the United States of certain swamp and overflowed lands,
and to reimburse and indemnify certain States, and I ask that a request
be sent to the House of Representatives-for the return of the hill.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The Senator from Nevada moves to
reconsider the vote by which the bill named by him was passed, and
that a message be sent to the House of Representatives requesting the
return of the hill. That request will be sent to the House of Repre-
sentatives, if there be no objection, and the motion to reconsider will
be entered.

, BETTING ON RACES, ETC.

The bill (H. R. 4964) to prevent any person or persons in the cities
of Washington and Georgetown from making books and pools on the
result of trotting or running races or boat races was considered as in
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. SPOONER. What committee is that reported from?

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The Committee on the District of
Columbia.

Mr. SPOONER. I desire to offer an amendment to that bill, and I
ask that it may go over without losing its place.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over without
prejudice.

E. B. CROZIER.

The bill (8. 73) for the relief of E. B. Crozier, executrix of the last
will of Dr. C. W. Crozier, of Tennessee, was considered as in Commit-
tee of the Whole. ;

The bill was rted from the Committee on Military Affairs with
an amendment, filling the blank after the word ** appropriated,”” inline
6, by inserting ‘‘ one hundred and ninety-five;’’ soasto make the hill
read: *

Be il enacted, ele., That the Secretary of the Treasury d he is hereby, di-
rected to pay to cﬁ. B. Croz?er. axeemriox ofal.he last will)lg' u‘;nl)r. ‘133. W Oforxler.
deceased, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, §195,
for services rendered as surgeon in the United Btates Army ﬁpﬂﬂ at Cath-
bert, Ga., from June 15, 1865, to July 18,1865, and for cost of transportation from
Chattanooga, ., to Clarksville, Tenn,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ment was concurred in.

The bill was ordered {o be engrossed for a third reading, read the third
time, and passed.

CHAUNCEY M. LOCKWOOD.

The bill (8. 726) for the relief of Chauncey M. Lockwood or his legal
representatives was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads reported an amend-
ment, to strike ont all after the enacting clause of the bill and in lien
to insert:

That J. W. Hodson, administrator of Chauncey M. Lockwood, and he is
hereby, authorized to commence his suit in the Court of Claims of the United
States for extra mail service on route No. 16637, extending from Salt Lake City,
Utah, to The Dalles, Oregon, and the Court of Claims have to
adjudicate the same upon the basisof justice and equity, and render a final judg-
ment therein for the value of such extra mail service performed as &I‘o‘reaslg;
and from any judgment that may be rendered in said cause either party thereto
may appeal to the SBupreme Courtof the United States; and the bar of the statute
of limitations shall not avail in such case.

Mr. MITCHELL. I move to amend the amendment, in lines 3 and
4, by striking out ‘*J. W. Hodson, administrator of Chauncey M. Lock-
wood, be, and he is hereby, authorized to commence his’’ and insert
‘‘the legal representatives of Chauncey M. Lockwood be, and they are
hereby, authorized to commence their.”

The amendment was agreed to.

The amendment as amended was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and theamendment
was concurred in. :

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

The title was amended soas to read: ‘‘A bill for therelief of the legal
representatives of Chauncey M. Lockwood.”’

ASSISTANTS TO NAVAL BUREAU CHIEFS.

The bill (S. 1438) to provide for the appointment of assistants to the
chiefs of bureaus of the Navy Department was announced as next in
order. g

The bill was read. The Committee on Naval Affairs reported an
amendment, to add to the bill the following proviso:

Provided, That the assistant to the Chief of the Bureau of Construction and Re-
pair shall be selected from the Corps of Naval Constructors not below the rela-
tive rank of commander,and shall receive an extra compensation of £500 per
annum in excess of his regular pay.

Mr. PLATT. I did not hear the bill read. I should like to know
how many new officers it ereates,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill was reported by the Sena-
tor from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON].

Mr, PLATT. I ask for another reading of the bill.

The PRESIDENT por tempore. The bill will be read.

The Chief Clerk read the bill. 2

Mr. PLATT. The Senator who reported the bill is not present; and
while I do not wish to object to if, I should like to have some explana-
tion of it. I therefore ask that it may be passed over, retaining its
place on the Calendar, until he comes in.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. It will be so ordered.

COMMISSIONS OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS.

The bill (8. 143) to provide for the issning and recording of certain
commissions in the Department of Justice was considered as in Com-
mittee of the Whole.

It provides that hereafter the commissions of all judicial officers, in-
cluding marshals and attorneys of the United States, appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and all
other commissions heretofore prepared at the Department of State upon
the requisition of the Attorney-General, shall be made out and re-
corded in the Department of Justice, and shall be under the seal of
that Department and countersigned by the Attorney-General; but the
seal shall not be affixed to any such commission before it shall have
been signed by the President of the United States.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

PRISON STATISTICS.

The bill (8. 356) to obtain prison statistics was considered asin Com-
mittee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on the Judiciary with
an amendment, in line 12, after the word ‘“‘States,”” to insert ‘‘ and
Territories;’’ so as to make the bill read:

Be it enacled, ele., That it shall be the dn:ly of the Attorney-General to oblain
arecord of all United States pri both befi and r sentence, and to
collect, compile, and present to Congress, in his let
practical statistics showing where pri are

1 ufort-, P d
fined, length of sentence,
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ner, collect and arrange, as far as possible, tables sefting forth the general crimi-
nal statistics of the several States and Territories of the United States,

The amendment was a to.
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time.
The bill was read the third time, and passed.
MARIA BYPHAX.

The bill (H. R. 3441) declaratory of the meaning of the act entitled
““An act for the relief of Maria 8 17 was considered as in Commit-
teeof the Whole. Itdeclaresthat the actof Junel2, 1866, ** for the relief
of Maria Syphax,*’ releasing and confirming to her, her heirs and assigns,
the title to a piece of land therein described, being part of the Arling-
fon estate, in the county of Alexandria, Virginia, shall be construed
to operate as a relingnishment to Maria Syphax, her heirs or devisees,
of any outstanding title to the land which the United States may have
acquired since the date of that act.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

NOTICE TO SURETIES.

The bill (8. 183) requiring notice of deficiency in accounts of prin-
cipals to be given to sureties upon bonds of United States officials, and
fixing a limitation of time within which sunits shall be brought against
said sureties npon said bonds, was considered as in Committee of the
Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on the Judiciary with
amendments, in section 1, line 6, before the word ‘‘making,’’ to strike
out ‘‘anditing officer’’ and insert ‘*accounting officers; '’ in line 7, after
the words “notify the,”’ to strike out ‘“‘chief”’ and insert ‘‘head;”’
in line 9, after the word ‘‘said,’’ to strike ount *‘shortage’’ and insert
*‘deficiency;’’ in line 10, after the word *‘said,’’ to strike out ‘‘chief”’
and insert ‘‘ head;’’ in line 11, after the word ‘“‘all,” to strike out
“‘gureties’’ and insert *‘ obli ;! in line 12, after the word ‘‘such,”’
to strike out **shortage '’ and insert deﬁcmncy, i 11 lina 16, after the
words ** to the,”” tostrikeont ** post-office ’’ and insert * respectuvepost-
offices; " in line 17, before the word ** may,’’ to strike out ** sureties ”’
and insert “obllg-ors ” and in line 18, after the word ‘‘ discharge,”’ to
strike out ““such’’ and insert “tbe;" so as to make the first section
Tead: p

That hereafier, whenever any deficiency shall be discovered in the accounts
of any official of the United States, or of any officer disbursing or chargeable
with public money, it shall be the dut) of the accounting officers making such
discovery to at once notify the head of the De]nrhnmt having control over the
affairs of said officer of the nature and t of said d , and it shall be
the immediate duty of said head . of Department to at once notal,'y all ohli
upon the bond or bonds of such official of the nature of such he
amount thereof. Said notification shall be deemed sufficient if mai ed at the
post-office in the city of Washington, D. C., nddressed to said sureties, respect-
ively, and directed to the mspoclwo postnoﬂiees where said ohllm re-

side, if known ; buntafailure to give or mail such notice shall not d tho
surely or sureties upon such bond.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 1, after the words “‘ upon
the,”’ to strike out ‘‘adjustment or settlement”” and insert ““state-
ment;’’ in line 3, after the word ‘‘money,”’ to insert * lythe account-
mg officers of the Treasury;'" in line 4, after the Wor(l shall,’’ to in-

sert ** thereby;"” and in line 6, after the word * » o strike out
“‘settlement and adjustment ' and insert "statement;" s0 as to make
the section read:

Sgc. 2. That if, upon the stat t of the uofanyomehloﬁheﬁniled
States, or of any oflicer disbursing or ¢h ble with public money, by the
counting officers of the Treasury, it shall ?: by appear that he is indeb‘lae.d to

the United States, and suit therefor shall not be instituted within five

after such statement of said account, the sureties on his bond shall not bemla
for such indebtedness.

The amendment was to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.,

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

PUBLIC LANDS IN NEBRASKA AND IOWA.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the
joint resolution (S. R. 55) abolishing the office of United States surveyor-
general for the district of Nebraska and Iowa, and authorizing the Sec-
retary of the Interior to under the provisions of sections 2218
and 2219 of the Revised létatutee of the United States, in the transfer
of the field-notes, maps, records, and other papers to the States of Ne-
braska and Iowa.

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate withont amendment,
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and

The 'preamhle was agreed to.
JOEL J. GOSS.
The bill (H. R. 2056) for the relief of Joel J. Goss was considared
as in Committee of the Whole. By its terms all the right, title, and

interest of the United States in and to certain described real estate in
the eighteenth district of the county of Polk and State of Georgia are
releasedfquitclaim granted, and eonveyed to Joel J. Goss, his heirs and
orever.
i‘mhﬁl was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, read
the third time, and passed.
ROAD TO NATIONAL CEMETERY NEAR STAUNTON, VA.

The bill (8. 1292) to construct a road from the city of Staunton to
the national cemetery in the county of Angusta, in the State of Vir-
ginia, was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The Committee on Military Affairs reported the bill with an amend-
ment, in line 1, before the word *‘thounsand,”’ to strike ont * ten’’ and
insert “*eleven;’’ so as to make the bill read:

Be il enacted, ete., That the sum of §11,000 be, and the same is hereby, appro-
priated, out of any money in the 'l‘reasury not otherwise appropriated, for the
purpose of constructing n macadamized road from the city of Staunton, in the
State of Virginia, to the national cemetery in the county of Augusta, in said
State, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War, or so much
of the above-named sum as mnfy bemecessary for said purpose.

SEc. 2. That the Secretary of War is hereby dire to advertise and let the
contract for the construction of said road to the lowest bidder, taking bond, with
good security, from the contractor for the completion of said road.

The amendment was to.
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third remhng, read the
third time, and passed.
W. W. SBCREWS.

The bill (H. R. 6562) for the relief of W. W. Screws was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for the payment to W, W,
Serews of $100.37, for advertising done by the direction of the Com-
missioner of the General Land Ofiice in 1884 and 1885.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

CONSIDERATION OF APPROPRIATION BILLS,

The nexi business in order was the resolution submitted by Mr.
BLACKBURN, from the Committee on Rules, February 27, 1888, adding
an additional clanse to Rule XIV, relating to appropriation ‘bllls, ete.

Mr. ALLISON. Let that be psssed over in the absence of the Sen-
ator from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN].

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The proposed rule will be passed
over, retaining its place.

NATIONAL-BANK NOTE REDEMPTION FUND.

The bill (8. 1216) providing for the investment of certain funds in -
the Treasury, was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Finance with an amend-
ment.

Mr. COCKRELL. Is there a report from the Secretary of the Treas-
ury with this bill ?

Mr. SHERMAN. There is a letter from the Secretary of the Treas-
ury in regard toit. As the bill was originally drawn it was mandatory
and required the investment to be made promptly. He objected to
thatand objected also to the word ‘‘directed ’ in the bill. He wished
that stricken out. I feel bound to state that although the committee
passed the bill as it is, using the langnage '‘ anthorized and directed
from time to time,’’ which does not compel the Secretary to do it at
once; but I am not particular about that.

Mr. COCKRELL. Then I move to strike out, in lines 3 and 4, the
words *‘ and directed;*’ so as to read:

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized from time to time,

Mr. SHERMAN. I make no objection. It throws on him the re-
sponsibility of neglecting to do what would be a plain duty; but I do
not care about it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEY in the chair). The
qnea*b:iion ison the amendment of the Senator from Missouri [ Mr. Cock-
RELL

The amendment was agreed to

Mr. TELLER. Imove to strike out the words ‘ and directed,” in
the third and fourth lines.

Mr, SHERMAN. They ought to be stricken out in two places.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be made, if there
be no objection.

Mr, TELLER. I move, then, to insert ‘‘at his diseretion;’ so as
read, “‘authorized at his discretion.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated.

The CHIEF CLERK,
ized,” to strike out “and directed”” and insert ‘‘at his discretion ;' 80

aa to ma.d
oft'ha Trmurymherehy authorized, at his discretion, from time
to l.ime to sell in open market any portion of the bonds purchased, ctc.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. TELLER. I move to strike ont, in line 4, the word ““invest’’
and insert ‘“‘expend.” I doit with aview ofmakmg a further amend-
ment; in lines 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15. I want that this money
shall be expended, and then when the sum total is reduced to 20 or 30
per cent., as provided for in the latter part of the bill, that from any

A e s ey i o Lm0 Tt I o e e Sy e A VI

In line 11 it is moved, after the word *‘ author- - -
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other money in the Treasury unappropriated the Secretary may re-
invest this sum or put in enough to leave it ont.

I do not believe in having these bonds which are retired ever after-
wards put on the market and sold. There has never been a time and
there never will be a time when this money isreduced down from $100,-
000,000, when if there is a call for more the Government will not have
unappropriated money in its Treasury so that it can keep on hand the
$20,000,000 that are necessary, more or less, to redeem the notes as
they comein. Thereisnow in the Treasury, according to the laststate-
ment, $98,000,000, on this account; it was in the former statement
$102,000,000. Ninety-eight million dollars are now held for the pur-
pose of redeeming these national-bank notes as they come in. That
money bas been accumulating in the Treasury for many years. It
stands against every note that has been lost or burned up which was
formerly the property of any bank in liguidation or any bank that has
failed. A large amount of this money will never be presented to the
United States for redemption. Nobody can tell how much of it will be

resented.. But it seems tome to be a great mistake to keep the money
focked up in the Treasury for the purpose of meeting an emergency
which, if it comes, will come by degrees, and may never come at all, or
to meet a demand that comes by degrees, as it has heretofore, a little at
a time. As the Secretary says, during the first year after a bank goes
into liguidation there is not much of its circulation presented; the sec-
ond year there is more, and the third year more, and perhaps the fourth
year the notes may pmcllca.!ly all come in.

It is entirely safe to rely npon the abundance of money that will al-
ways be in the Treasury, without giving the Secretary of the Treasury
the authority after he has paid a bond to reissue it. I do not believe
there will ever be a condition of affairs that will justify him in doing
it, and perhaps it never will occur that he will do it; but I donot want
to give him the opportunity. Therefore, I move to ‘strike out the word
““invest "’ and insert in its place the word ‘‘expend,’’ with a view of
moving a further amendment if that shall be adopted.

. SHERMAN. Thismoney is not the money of the Government.
It isdeposited by the banks, owned by the banks, but it is lying in the
Treasury unexpended, thereby threatening danger to the financial con-
ditionof thecountry. Thelarge amount now deposited is $100,000,000,
which tends to contract the currency at a time when money is needed.
But, after all, this is the money of the banks, not the money of the
Government. It is deposited for a fixed purpose, to pay certain ount-
standing notes, and therefore we have no right to use that money ex-
cept to invest it. The word ‘‘invest’® means to apply to a particular
purpose for some one’s use, To ‘‘expend’’ means to pay it out for our
own objects. The difference in those two words expresses the differ-
ence between the Senator from Colorado and myself.

This is not our money. We have no right to expend this money for

. our purposes, but we may use it as a trustee for the benefit of the cestui

que trust. This money is the money of the banks, and it is to be in-
vested for their benefit. It is true the Government takes the risk.
There is really no risk in it. It is rather a profit to the Government,
and it seems to me the Senate had better leave it alone, because the
Government does not own these bonds that are held as security for bank
circulation, held in trust, put away in a certain safe by themselves, as
these bonds will be under this bill. I think the Senator had better
allow the language to stand and let further legislation be had, if it be
necessary, to enable the Government to deal with these bonds.

Mr. TELLER. The Government is not the trustee of these banks;
the banks are absolutely discharged from any liability on these bills,
and the Government has agreed that it will redeem the bills as it agrees
to redeem the greenbacks, and it stands in exactly that position, not
as trustee. It is an obligation, a debt that the Government owes, to

. stand responsible for the bank-notes as it does for the greenback when

it comes in. This money is not held in trust, and it is not set apart;
it simply goes into the great mass of money, and it can not be distin-
guished from the collections of every day. 1t simplystands asa liabil-
ity of the Government, and that is all there is of it. There is no reason
in the world why these bonds should not be put in the Treasury and
then sold at another time, the United States having an abundant sum
of money to meet the debt they represent. There is authority to take
any money now in the Treasury. The Treasury does not take the
identical money that the banks deposit; no one can tell where that
particnlar money went. This is making it a special trust and chang-
ing the existing law in that particular. I do not think it ought to be
done. It only makes it posaihle. in my judgment, to lock up an addi-
tional amount of money in the Treasury.

Mr. FARWELL. May I ask the Senator from Colorado, is not the
provision of this bill entirely covered by the one which is now under
discussion, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to use whatever
surplus he has, including this?

Mr. TELLER, I think itis; but I think if this bill passes there
will be a certain sum of money there, $98,000,000, that will be held
as a fund specially set apart.

Mr. BHERMAN. This money isspecially set aside—not, it is true,
the identical bills, but that amount of money, so much—asa fund,
called a fund for the redemption of the notes of banks in liquidation.
We are not trustees for the banks, but trustees for the holders of bank-

notes outstanding. The bonds are deposited for the purpose of being
held intrust to redeem the notes, By existing law a particular amount
is set aside for the payment of the notes to come in, just as $100,000,000
in gold are set aside for the payment of greenbacks.

Mr. TELLER. Itis nothing more nor less than an obligation of
$100,000,000 in the aggregate, and the money must be kept in the

to meet that as to meet every other obligation. Thereis no
doubt about it. It is not put away in a drawer or vault by itself. All
there is to distinguish it from any other debt is that it is put among
the liabilities, $100,000,000 to meet a certain debt. My theory is that
we should strike out the word ‘‘invest’’ and put in the word *‘ex-
pend,’’ and strike out all about selling bonds; and if the Senator wants
to make that a special fund, to say there shall be a certain amount to
meet it. Then he can provide for putting away $20,000,000 or $10,-
000,000, and not $100,000,000, as it now amounts to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itisa duty of the Chair to remind
Senators that the rule limits debate to five minutes, and to one speech
on a bill by each Senator.

Mr. TELLER. Then I will object to the bill unless we can have
ample discussion. It is a question of considerable interest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator desire to have the
bill keep its place on the Calendar ?

Mr. EDMUNDS, It isa bill that must be discussed at large.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is made, and the bill will

be passed over.
JOHN BLACK.

The bill (8. 1973) granting a pension to John Black was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposesto place on the pension-roll
the name of John Black, late of Company B, Thirty-eighth Itegiment
of Pennsylvania Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

SARAH J, TOMFPEKINS.

The bill (8. 1967) granting a pension to Sarah J. Tompkins was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place upon
the pension-roll the name of Sarah J. Tompkins, widow of C. C. Tomp-
kins, late of Company G, Seventh Regiment Kansas Cavalry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

J. W. MEADOWS.

The bill (8. 1972) granting a pension to J. W. Meadows was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of J. W. Meadows, late of Company A, Eleventh
Regiment Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ROBERT FOSS.

The bill (8. 887) granting a pension to Robert Foss was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of Robert Foss, late a private in Company A, First Bat-
talion Maine Volunteers. _

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ORDER OF PROCEEDING.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to suggest whether it would not be wise to
take up all the pension bills, leaving the others in their place. As this
is Saturday, and they ought to be got over to the House as early as pos-
sible, let us go through with the pension bills, not disturbing anything
else. I ask unanimous consent that that may be done.

Mr. COCKRELL. Iobject. Ithinkitwould not be just tothe other
cases to do it now.

Mr. EDMUNDS. But weshall strike things that lead to debate, and
we can get off the whole pension-list and have it done with in a few
hours.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont asks unan-
imons consent that the afternoon be devoted to pension bills until dis-

of.

Mr. CHACE. Setting aside this order?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Going on under this order, but con-
sidering only the pension bills until they are disposed of.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Pension bills first.

Mr. HARRIS. I think we should go on regularly.

Mr. SHERMAN, I think that would be taking advantage of a thin
Senate under the order made by unanimous consent, and I doubt the
propriety of it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires unanimous consent to
change the order. Is there objection ?

Mr. CHACE. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is made.

KEZIAH E. STRONG.

The bill (S. 1142) granting a pension to Keziah E. Strong was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
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sion-roll the name of Keziah E. Strong, widow of the late David Strong,
a private of Company F, Fifth Regiment Maine Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

VIRTUE SMITH.

The bill (8. 1957) granting a pension to Virtue Smith was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of Virtue Smith, widow of David W. Smith, late a pri-
vate in Company A, First Regiment Minnesota Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

STEPHEN SCHIEDEL.

The bill (8. 1017) granting a pension to Stephen Schiedel was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
ﬁension-roll the name of Stephen Schiedel, late of Company D, First

egiment Missouri Light Artillery.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ELIZA A. TALBOTT.

The bill (S. 1968) granting a pension to Eliza A. Talbott was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place upon the pen-
sion-roll the name of Eliza A. Talbott, widow of B. W. Talbott, late of
Company G, Fourth Regiment Towa Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ZEPHANIAH H. BONES.

The bill (8. 1743) granting a pension to Zephaniah H. Bones was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of Zephaniah H. Bones, late of Company H, Seventh
Regiment Towa Cavalry.

. The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

HENRY AYRES.

The bill (S. 1172) for the relief of Henry Ayres was considered as in
Committee of the Whole. It provides for the payment to Ienry Ayres,
of Evansville, Ind., of §3,282.68, or such part thereof asheshall show to
the satisfaction of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue was errone-
ously or illegally assessed or collected, or was collected on deficiencies
in the production of spirits which resulted from unavoidable accidents
or from misunderstanding of the requirements of the law or regulations.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no report.

Mr. VOORHEES. Ireported thatbill from the Committeeon Finance.
Tt was reported at a former Congress by theSenator from Kentucky [Mr.
Brck], accompanied by a written report, and there is a report from a
House committee. I thought they were both here. 1 had them here.
I think they are filed with the bill as my report. I made no independ-
ent report. There is a House report in favor of it, and there is a former
Senate report in ifavor of it, and I contented myself with filing those re-
ports. It is o case which has been carefully considered by committees
of both Houses, and I do not think there is any risk about passing it.
It is merely giving discretion to the Secretary of the Treasury to do what
is right on a showing made by the claimant.

h]\l r. EDMUNDS. Let it be passed over informally until we can get
the paper.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The papers are with the bill.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well, let us hear the former report.

The Chief Clerk read the following report submitted by Mr, BECK
March 11, 1884:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (8. 530) for the re-
i”pli; of lIenrtr?? Ayres, of Evansville, Ind., have considered the same, and respect-

u’!‘?:i;ci:;(:s claim for a refund of internal-revenue tax collected on deficiencies
in the production of spirits. In view of the facts set forth in the letter of the

Commissioner of Internal Revenue, appended hereto and made a part of this
report, your confinittee recommend that the bill pass as amended,

TrREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 6, 1884,

Sre: In response to your letter of the 2(st ultimo, inclosing bill (S.530) for
the relief of Henry Ayres, I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, dated March 4, 1884, in which he states the
facts and sugpests that the bill be amended by adding, after the word “ cents,”
in line 6, the following :

* Or such part thereof as the said Ayres shall show to the satisfaction of the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue was erroneously or illegally assessed or col-
lected, or was collected on deficiencies in the production of spirits, which re-
sulted from unavoidabl idents, or from m derstanding of the require-
ments of the law or regulations.”

In view of the facls reported, unless the committee has before it satisfactory
evidence that Mr, Ayres is equitably entitled to the refunding of the entire sum
of §3,282 64, appropriated b{- the terms of the bill, I would recommend that it be
amended by striking out all after the word “* cents,” in line 6, and inserting in
lieu thereo! the above-recited words,

Very respectfully,

CHAS, J. FOLGER, Secretary.
ITon. Justix S. MoRRILL,
Chairman Finauece Commiltee, United Stales Senale,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF INTERNAL REVESUE,
Washinglon, Mareh 4, 1884,
8ir: I have the honor to return herewith the letter (unsigned) dated Febru-
ary 21, 1834, from the Finance Committee, United States Senate, addressed to
you and by you referred to me for report. .

The writer incloses a copy of Senate bill No. 530, for the relief of Henry
Ayres, and asks that you cause the proper officer of your Department to exam-
ine the snme and submit a report thereon, together with his recommendation.

You refer the letter and inclosures to me for investigation and report as to
the legislation proposed.

Senate bill No. 530 proposes to direct and retluim the Secretary of the Treas-
ury “ to pay to Henry Ayres, of Evansville, Ind., the sum of £3,282.68, out of any
money not otherwise appropriated, on aceount of taxes unlawfully collected
from him by James C, Veatch, collector of internal revenue for the first collection
district of Indiana." So far as shown by the records and files of this office the
fiets are as follows: Henry Ayres was a distiller at Patoka, Ind., from March 1to
November 12, 1870, and prior thereto. He failed to produce 80 per cent. of the
surveyed capacity of his distillery during each month from March to November,
1870, inclusive, except the month of August, and was assessed a tax of 50 cents
per gallon upon the difference between his reported produet and 80 per cent. of
the producing capacity, as follows :

For March, 1570........
For April, 1870
For May, 1870,
For June, 1870 ........
For July, 1870 ......
For September, 1870....
For October, 15/0.........
For November, 1570

Touwai

On the 8th of November, 1870, the distillery and other pro ¥ belonging
to Mr. Ayres was seized by the collector and subsequently sold, the proce T
sale being applied to the payment of costs of distraint and sale, and to the pay-
ment ::i taxes due from Mr. Ayres, including §2,523.20 of the taxes above enu-
- merated, 3

On the 31st of January, 1871, Mr. Ayres prepared a claim for the refundin
of $427.78, including $356.48 1as a deficiency tax for June, 1870, and §71.
assessed as barrel tax on 178.23 barrels of spirits.

In this elaim there is no reason given for relief other than the stalement
that the deficiency resulted in part from the fact that he was compelled to use
seven dry inches in his tubs when he was allowed but three, and in part from
the fact that the weather was very warm and water was scarce. 'This claim
was rejected May 4, 1871, for the reason that the assessment was in strict ae-
cordance with the survey, and was correct.

In December, 1882, Mr. Ayres forwarded other papers to this office nlaﬂng
to the fact that he had been assessed deficiency taxes aggregating §3,2582.68, an:
asking, if this office could not grant relief, that the papers be turned over to
Hon. William Heilman, M. C. As relief could not be gnmted the papers were
sent to Mr. Heilman, but copies thereof were retained by this office. Among
the papers was a certificate from Collector Veatch that the deficiency taxes as-
sessed inst Mr. Ayres on lists from March to November, 1870, aggregating
£3,282.68, had been collected ; an affidavit of Dr. George W, Yates showing that
Henry A was sick irom October 3 to November 11, 1570, and an affidavit of
John T. Crisp, book-keeper for Henry Ayres, to the effect that in the absence
of Ayres he had charge of the distillery, and that between March and Novem-
ber, 1870, there were frequent interruptions, preventing the distillery from
yielding 80 per cent. of its surveyed capacity, and that such interruptions were
mmu;ad by tubs bursting, machinery giving way, and boilers getting out of
repair,

can find nothing upon the records or files of this office to show that the
$3,282.68 paid by Mr. Ayres as deflciency taxes for the months named, or any
portion thereof, was " unlawfully collected,” as stated in the bill.

It is fair to assume that a portion, at least, of the deficiency resulted from un-
avoidable accidents, and that relief, to some extent, might have been granted
under the act of March 1, 1879, section 6, but for the fact thatsaid act limited such
relief to ts made subseq t to December 31, 1873.

I am unable, from the papers on file in this office, to say how much, if any,
of the deficiencies resulted from unavoidable accidents. It may be that the hon-
orable Finance Committee has evidence before it bearing npon this point.

With my present knowledge of the facts I could not r ignd tEe P
of the bill as now worded. 3

Unless the committee has evidence before it showing that Mr, Ayres is equita-
bly entitled to the refunding of the $3,282.68, 1 would suggest that the bill be
amended by adding after the word ** cents,” in line 6, the following:

“ Or such part thereof as the said Ayres shall show to the satisfaction of the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue was erroneously or illegally assessed or col-
lected, or was collected on deficiencies in the production of spirits which re-

Ited idabl idents, or from misunderstanding of the require-

ments of :ﬂe law or regulations,”
Very respectfully,
WALTER EVANS,
Commissioner.
Hon, CHARLES J. FOLGER,
Becretary of the Treasury.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend the bill by striking out the last
clause, which would seem to be rather too latitudinous. I think it
would be right to allow the Secretary to make proper investigation;
but those last words are so very vague that the claimant conld get any-
thing he wanted, almost.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported.

“The CHIEF CLERK. Strike out the last clause in the bill, as follows:

Or from misunderstanding of the requirements of the law or regulations,

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then read the bill as it would be without that
clause, for I think it will be entirely satisfactory. :
Mr. VOORHEES. Let the bill be read as it will stand if amended.

The Chief Clerk read as follows:

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and heis hereby, directed and required
to pay to Henry Ayres, of Evansville, Ind., the sum of £3,282.68, or such part
thereof as the said Ayres shall show to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of
Internal Revenue was erroneously or illegally assessed or collected, or was col-

lected on deficiencies in the production of spirits which resulted from unavoid-
able accidents,

Mr. VOORHEES. That is all right.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I propose to strike out the last words, which
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would relieve him from his own misunderstanding of the Iaw, which
wounld be a very dangerous precedent. I think with the amendment
the bill is right.

Mr. VOORHEES. I have no objection to the amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

CAROLINE MOTZ.

The bill (8. 654) granting a pension to Caroline Motz was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It was rted from the Committee
on Pensions with an amendment, after the name *‘ John Motz,”? in line
8, to strike out the words ‘‘to commence from the date of his death,
13th of November, 1867, and to continue during her widowhood.?’

8o as to make the bill read:

Be 1t mauted’, ele., 'I‘hat 'I.be Commissioner of Pensions be, and is hereby, au-
thorizegd and directed %I on the pension-roll the name of Caroline Motz,
widow of the late John Motz, deceased, who was a private in Company K,
Ninety-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Vo!untwrs. for pennlon'nt the rate and
rank of said John Motz.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

MARY E, WOODWARD.

The bill (8. 2167) granting a pension to Mary E. Woodward was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of Mary E. Woodward, widow of Dr. James B. Wood-
ward, late Surgeon of the Tenth Regiment Kansas Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

FEANCIS MARION WALKER.

The bill (8. 2168) granting a pension to Francis Marion Walker was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Francis Marion Walker, late private in Com-
pany K, Sixty-first Regintent Illinois Volunteer Infantry, at $18 per
month, in lieu of the pension at present received.

Mr.SPOONER. Iam informed by the Senator from Ilinois [Mr.
CUI.Lo’\t], who is absent with the Committee on Commerce, that there
is an error in that bill, which the amendment I send to the desk is nec-
essary to correc

The PRFSIDIN G OFFICER. The amendmentwill be stated.

The CHIEF CLERK. In line G it is proposed to strike out the words
* Company K, Bixty-first,’’ and insert ** Company I, Sixteenth;’’ so as
to read:

Late private in Company I, Bixteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

MRS, ANNIE GIBSON YATES.,

The bill (8. 1239) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Annie Gib-
son Yates was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It was re-

rted with an amendment from the Committee on Pensions, in line 8,
g?afom the word *‘dollars,’’ to strike out *‘fifty ' and insert *‘forty;’
50 as to make the bill read:

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and di-
rected to place on the pension-roll, subjeet to the growsicms and limitations of
the pension laws, the name of Mrs, Annie Gibson , widow of Capt. George
W. ntes. late of the Seventh United States Cavalry, and pay her a pension at
the rate of 40 per month, in lieu of the pension she is now receiving.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

MARTIN L. STOVER.

The bill (S. 415} granting 2 pension to Martin L. Stover was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported from the Com-
mittee on Pensions withanamendmentinline 9, after the word ‘officer,”’
to insert *‘to wit, a first lientenant; so as to make the bill read:

Be it enacled, ele., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, au-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, su egt to the provisions and

limlta!.bns of the pension laws, the name of , Inte sergeant of
tnn A B’I‘hlrty-ﬂ.ﬂ;h ment Massachusetts Vollmtms. and him a
oD al

E’ns e rate he would be entitled if he had been a commissio officer,
wit, a first lieutenant, at the date of his disability.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read.

The Secrmnry read the following report submitted by Mr. DAvIs,
February 28, 1888,

The Cc ittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S.llﬁ] granting a
pension to Martin L. Stover, have examined the same, and re

AMartin L. Stover enlisted in Company G, Thirty-ﬂﬂ.h R eut Massachn-
setts Volunteers ; e a sergeant and was wounded in the right fore-arm at
the battle of Antietam,on the 17th Sogtember 1562, He was disc rfcd for dis-
ability in Deceamber, .. For this disability Sergeant Stover ved a pen-
sion, with suceessive a. plications for increase, as follows: From December 29,
lm.nt $1 per month ; from October 15,1879, at §5; from July 21, 1886, at §10; an

Se M”tﬁgi.clr??' S itions for the £ bill for a pensio

rgean er now pet n,ﬁen or passage of a or a n

at the rate he would be entitled to if had been a commissioned officer at the
date of his disability. He bases his claint in on the creditable part he took
in the battle of South Mountain, which is o! I‘zdetaﬂed in the
ter from Brigadier-General Sturgis, addressed to the governor of Massach

“ HEADQUARTERS Szuosn Drvisrox, Nixt Aruy Co srs,
ﬁ:darichburyh, Va., November 25, 1
** To his exeellency the governor of Massachusetls : -

“8Sm: It gives me great pleasure to be able to call your excellency's attention
to Sergt. Mml']t;n 1_; Stovcr o!‘ lllo Thirty-fifth usetts Reglinent, and to
rec m for a co

“During the hotly-tonwe‘wd battle of South Mountain I found a considerable
body of men, probably two companies, who appeared to have no leader and
who did not a.ppear to know what to do. It was very dark, and I called out to
know if there was any one who would take charge of them and lead them into
the fight, Smgennt tover promptly stepped forward,and 1 fu\e him dimo-
tions what to do, and I be‘li.eva he did his work well. I told him in startin
lead them into the wood and do the best he could with them, and that i he
would send me his name the nex.l. day I would endeavor to bave him commis-
sioned. Having received a wound at Antietam which rendered him incapable
of writing to me, I nevcr received a note from him until this evening, and I
now hasten to comply with my promise and recon d him for pre

" Examples of lhi.l kind, I think, would have a good effect on others, and
besides rewarding merit would have a beneficial effect on the service,
“I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obed |ent servant,
“8 D, STURGIS
"* Brigadier-General, United Stales Army 1,

It also appears that at the battle of Antietam he took command of the com-
pany after its officers had been disabled in the fight, and that he there received
ihe wounds which constitute his disability.

A reference to Sergeant Stover's military record shows that he re-enlisted

guat 15, 1863, was commissioned first lieutenant, and remained in service
er monr.t enhstment until October 12, 1865, when he was discharged.

T e Comy of Pensions, in his Iast report, page 19, states as follows
respecting such cases as this:

“SUBSEQUEST PROMOTIONS TO PEXSION SERVICES,

“*1 beg to call attention to the fact that during the last year the Secretary of
the Interior presented to Congressa request for a modification of the law which
declares that a pension shall be graded according to the rank of the claimant
at the time lhn the injury was received, withont regard to the fact that such
claimant might subsequently have been prumuted for m-:ruoﬂnul services and
in good faith. Oneinstance will illustrate many as & sergeant in
the regiment. He contracted a ma]a.dy which would hm'a been at the
time a sufficient reason for his discharge from the military service, but he waived
this right given by his condition and served with gallantry and dhn!nchon fol-
lowed bi his malady it is true, through more than four years of war. At the
end of the war he was mustered out as full colonel and brevet brigadier-gen-
eral, having won every step intermediate by honorable service., He died
sl‘loritly after of the disorder which had followed him from the time of his first
BETVICE,

** In allowing the pension, the claim being well establisheéd, the Commissioner
was obliged to say to the widow, that under existing Inw the only pension that
could be allowed her was that of the widow of-a sergeant, and that all that her
husband had since hamically performed nvailed nothlngin determining her
pecuniary rights. The sug of the C is that the rank, subse-
quently M!gh uired bona fide, should be oonsiderod by the Commissioner in de-
termining the amount of pension to be allowed.”

The pnmge of the bill is recommended with the following amendments: In-
sgrtl:ﬁlla words '* to wit, a first lieutenant" after the word * officer”" in line 9 of
the

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

ollowing let-
usetts

GEORGE W. WELDEN.

The bill (8. 1457) granting a pension to George W. Welden was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name
of George W. Welden, late a private in Company A, Third Rhode Isl-
and Artillery, upon the pension-rolls at the rate allowed for the ina-
bility to Perform any manual labor.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for o third reading, read the third time, and puased

MRS, MARGARET GALLAGHER

The bill (8, 5) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Gallagher was
considered as in the Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place
on the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Margaret Gallagher, widow of
Edward Gallagher, late private Company K, Forty-second Regiment
New York Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARY S, WELLS.

The bill (S. 2071) granting a pension to Mary 8. Wells was announced
as next in order.

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to call attention to the fact that a bill identical
in terms with the one just announced has d the House of Repre-
sentatives, and is on the Calendar as Order of Business 728, on page 22
of the Calendar. I ask that the Senate consider the House bill instead
of the Senate bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.

Is there objection? The Chair hears
none, :
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The bill (H. R. 6789) granting a pension to Mary 8. Wells was con-
sidered aai(n Committee of thegWhoIe, It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Mary 8. Wells, widow of the late Rear-Ad-
miral Clark H. Wells, of the United States Navy, at the rate of $50 per
month in lien of any pension she may now be receiving.

e hill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

Mr. DAVIS. Now I move that the bill (8. 2071) granting a pension
to Mary 8. Wells be indefinitely postponed.

The motion was agreed to.

MES. LOU GOBRIGHT M'FALLS,

A bill (8, 1757) granting an increase of pension to Mrs, Lou Gobright
McFalls was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes
to increase the pension of $20 per month heretofore granted and now
allowed to Mrs, Lon Gobright McFalls, widow of Capt. Thaddeus B.
Mel'alls, to $40 per month.

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Minnesota if
*“Lou ' is aname or abbreviation? Is that an abbreviation or a full
name?

Mr. DAVIS,
do not know.

Mr. HOAR. It seems to be an abbreviation.

Mr. DAVIS. I have not the data by which to correct it if it is.

Mr. HOAR. Ifit wasanything but a pension bill I would interpose,
but being a pension bill T will not delay it.

The bill was reporied to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

RHODA WILLIAMS»

The bill (8, 1045) granting a pension to Rhoda Williams was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of Rhoda Williams, widow of John M., Williams,
late of the First JTowa Battery Light Artillery Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOEL B, MORTON.

The bill (S. 432) for the relief of Joel B. Morton was considered as
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of Joel B.
Morton, of Valentine, Cherry County, Nebraska, father of Calvin Mor-
ton, on the pension-roll, on account of the services of his son. Calvin
Morton, in Company B, Sixteenth New York Volunteers, during the
late war.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

CAPT. JOHN BURKIIART.

The bill (H. I, 2112) for the relief of Capt. John Burkhart was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with
amendments, in line 7, after the word ‘‘ emoluments,”’ to strike out:

Of second lieutenant of said company from the 25th day of January, 1865, to
the 1st day of Mareh, 1865, and also the pay and emoluments.

And inline 12, after the words *‘ to the,”’ to strike out ‘‘1st day ot
Augunst” and insert ** 23d day of June;" so as to make the bill read:

Be it enacted, efe., That the Secretary of the Treasury be,and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to pay to John Burkhart, late captain of Company F, One
hundred and forty-sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, in the late war, out of
any money not otherwise appropriated, the pay and emoluments of eaptain of
said company from March 1, 1865, to June 23, 1865, and also the sum of §64, being
money expended by him in the transportation of fifty-one enlisted men of said
company from Brookville, Ind., to Sunman, Ind., by stage: deducting from the
sum fornd due him as the pay and emoluments of second lieutenant and cap-
tain of said company for the periods above specified the sums of money that
have been paid to the said John Burkhart for military service, either as a pri-
vite or otherwise, rendered by him during the periods above specified.

The amendments were agreed to.

Mr. MANDERSON. I move to strike out the words ‘‘ second lien-
tenant and,’” in line 18 of the bill; so as to read:

Dieducting from the sum found due him asthe pay and emoluments of eaptain
of said company.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed. ’

Mr. MANDERSON. I move that the Senate insist on ifs amend-
ments to this bill, and ask for a conference with the House of Repre-
sentatives thereon.

The motion was agreed to; and, by unanimous consent, the Presid-
ing Officer was aunthorized to appoint the conferees on the part of the
Senate, and Mr. MAXDERSON, Mr. DAvis, and Mr. HAMPTON were
appointed.

I am not prepared to answer that question. I really

NATIONAL SAFE DEPOSIT COMPANY.

The bill (8. 690) to amend an act entitled ‘“An act to incorporate the
National Safe Deposit Company of Washington, in the District of Co-
lumbia,’’ approved January 22, 1867, was considered as in Committee
of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Colum-
bis with an amendment to strike out sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of
the bill, as follows:

Src. 2. That the said National Safe Deposit and Trust Company be, and it is
hereby, authorized, in addition to the corporate rights and powers now cxist-
ing, to accept and execute trusts of any and every description which may ba
committed or transferred to it; and is further hereby authorized to accept the
office and perform the duties of receiver, nssignee, executor, admini tor,

rdian of the cstates of minors and commitiee of the estates of idiots or luna-
tica whenever any trusteeship or any such office or appointment is committed
or transferred to it, with its consent, by any person, body politie or eorporate,
or by any court in the District of Columbia or in any one of the States or Terri-
tories of the United States; and said National Safe Deposit and Trust Company
is further hereby authorized to accept deposils of money upon such terms and
to pay interest thereon at such rates as may be agreed upon from time to time
with its depositors, and to act as agent for the purpose of issuing or counter-
signing the bonds or other obligations of any corporation, asgociation, munioci-
lity, or State or other public authority, and to receive and manage any sink-
ng fund on such terms as may be agreed upon. And in all cases in which
application ghall be made to any court in the District of Columbia, or wherever
it becomes necessary or proper for said court to appoint a trustee, receiver, ad-
ministrator, guardian of the estate of a minor or guardian of the estate of a lu-
nalie, it shall and may be lawful for said court, if it shall think fit (but without
prejudice to any preference in the order of any soch appointments ren&;ired by
existing Iaw), to appoint the said National 8afe Deposit and Trust Company
with its assent such trustee, receiver, administrator, guardian, or committee.
The accounts of said company as sach trustee, receiver, assignee, execulor, ad-
ministrator, rdian, or committee shall be regnlarly settled and adjusted in
the usnal mode or before the proper tribunal; and upon such seitlement and
adjustment all charges, costs, and expenses which are customary or proper (o
be allowed to any individual acting in either of such capacitiesshall beallowed
to said company for ils care and management of the trusts or estates aforesaid;
and said company as such trustee, receiver, executor, administrator, wuardian,
or commitiee shall be subject to all orders or decrees made by the proper tribu-
nal under the laws of the United States,

8Ec, 3. Whenever the National Safe Deposit and Trust Company shall be ap-
pointed such trustee, executor, administrator, receiver, assignee, guardian, or
committee as aforesaid, the president, vice-president, secretary, or treasurer of
said company may make any oath or aflirmation now mmred by law to be
made by any trustee, executor, administrator, receiver, gnee, guardian, or
committee,

SEc. 4, That when any court shall appoint the said company a trustee, re-
ceiver, administrator, or such guardian or committee, or shall order the deposit
of woney or other valuables with said company, or where any individual or
corporation shall appoint said company a trustee, executor, assignee, or such
guardian, the capital stock of said company subscribed for or taken, and all
property owned by said mmlganyshnll be taken and considered as the sccurity
required by law for the faithful performance of its duties, and shall be abso-
lutely linble in case of any default whatever: Provided, Thatthe supreme court
of the District of Columbia may and shall, if deemed necessary, require ad-
ditional security,and from time to thme may, and, at least once during every
wear, shall, appoint suitable persons to investigate the affairs and management
of suid company, who shall report to said court the manner in which invest-
menta are made by it and the security afforded to those by orfor whom its obli-
gations are held ; and the expenses of such investigation shall be detrayed by
the said company; and the court may, also, if deemed necessary, examine the
officers of said company,under oath or aflirmation, as to the security aforesaid,
and as Lo the affairsand management of said company.

8ec, 5. That the stockhiolders of said company shall be held individnally re-
sponsible, equally and ratably, and not one for another, for all contracts, debts,
and engagements of said company, to the extent of the amount of their stock
therein, at the par value thereof, in addition to the amount invested in such

stock.

Sgc. 6. That the said company be, and it is hereby, authorized to increase ils
capital stock to an amount not exceeding $300,000; but before said company
shall proceed to do any business under this act, $250,000 of said capital stock of
gaid company shall be fully paid uP; and no further certificate of stock shall
be issued until the same be fully paid for.

Sec. 7. That each director and officer, when appointed or elected, shall take
an oath that he will, so far as the duty devolves upon him, diligentiy and hon-
estly administer the affairs of said company, and will not knowingly violate or
willingly permit to be violated any of the provisions of this act.

Sec. 8. That in case of the violation of any order of court, or the breach of any
trust on lhc(}lmrt of the ecompany, the officers of the company guilty of such vio-
lation of said order of court or breach of trust shall be liable to process of at-
tachment for contempt or for such breach of trust in the same manner and to
the sameextentas would apply to individual trustees, executors, administrators,
guardians, receivers, or commitiees in like cases.

And in lien thereof to insert:

Bec. 2, That the said company is hereby authorized, in addition to the eorpo-
rate rights and powers now existing, to receive and hold, on deposit and in trust,
eslate, real and personal, including the notes, bonds, obligations, and accounts
of States and of individuals, and of companies and of corporations, and to re-
ceive upon deposit, for safe-keeping, jewelry, plate, stock, bonds, and valuable
property of every kind, upon terins to be prescribed by the by-laws of the said
company : Provided, That nothing herein contained shall authorize said com-
pany to engage in the business of banking; and the said company is hereby au-
thorized to accept and execute trusts of any and every description which may
be committed or transferred, with its consent, to it, by any person or persons
whomsoever, bodies corporate or political, or by any court in the District of Co-
lumbin or in any one of the United States, and to accept the coffice and appoint-
ment of executor or administrator of any kind or nature whenever such appoint-
ment is conferred or made by any person or persons, or by any orphans’ court
or other court, either of the District of Columbia or of the United States: and
that in all cases where application shall be made to any court of the Distriet of
Columbia for the appointment of any receiver, trustee, administrator, guardian
of any minor, or committee of a lunatie, it shall and may be lawf{ul for such court,
without prejudice to preferences established by existing law, if it shall think fit,
to appoint the American Trust Company of the District of Columbia, with its
assent, such receiver, trustee, administrator, guardian, or committee; and the
accounts of the said company as such receiver, trustee, executor, administrator,
assignee, guardian, or committee shall be regularly settled and adjusted before
the proper tribunal; and upon such settlement and adjustment aH proper, legal,
and customary charges, costs, and expenses shall be allowed to said company
forits eare and managementof the trusts and estate aforesaid; andthe said com-
pany, as such receiver, trustee, executor, administrator, assignee, guardian, or
committee, shall be subject to all orders or decrees made by the proper tribunal
under the laws of the United States,

Sec. 3. That when any courtshall appoint the said com: areceiver, trustee,
administrator, guardian, or committee, or shall order t:ﬁnri;puau of money or

other valuables of any kind with said ¥, O W
shall be appointed a receiver, trustee, exwuior,n&mlnhtuto

er said P
¥, assignee,
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jan, committee, or to any fiduciary office, by any person or persons, or bodies
corporate or publie, the eapital stock subscribed for or taken, and all property
owned by said company shall be taken and considered as the security uired
by law for the faithful performance of its duties, and shall be absolutely liable
in case of any default whatever: Provided, That the said court may, and shall,

d 1 ¥ ire further additional murltf’. and may, from time to
time, and at least once in every year shall, appoint suilable persons to investi-
&m theaffairs and management of said compﬂ.:lg. who shall report to said court

manner in which such investments are made and the security afforded to
those for whom its e gements are held; and the expenses of such investiga-
tion shall be defrnyed by such company; and the court may also, if deemed
necessary, examine the officers of said company, under oath or affirmation, as
to the security aforesaid.

Sec. 4. That the said eomggny may also receive deposits of money upbn such
terms as to interest as may be agreed upon with the depositors, and may also
act asagent for the ?urpom of issuing or conntersigning the certificates of stock,
bonds, or other obligations of any corporation, association, municipality, State,
or public authority, and to receive an
as may be agreed upon.

Sgc, 5. That the capital stock of said company shall consist of twenty-five
hundred shares at $100 each, with the privilege from time to time of increasing
the same, at an annual or special meeting, to any amount not exceeding in the
aggregate §1,000,000; and the corporation shall have the power to_accept such
subscriptions as they may deem expedient; and when {wenty-five hundred
shares shall have been subscribed, and the par value thereof shall have been
paid in, the directors of said company may,and they are hereby authorized and
empowered to, make all necessary by-laws, and to have and to exercise,in the
name and behalf of the said com ¥, all the rightsand privileges which are in-
tended to be hereby given ; and should the eapital stock be at any time increased,
the stockholders at the time of such increase shall be entitled to a pro rata share
of such increase, upon the pagmeut of the par value of such increase.

Sec. 8. That before the said company shall exercise any of the powers here-
inbefore conferred, it shall deposit with the Comptroller of the Currency bonds
of the Umiied States Government, or any of the States thereof, or the District of
Columbia, municipal, railroad, real estate, or other securities, to be approved by
the Comptroller of the Currency, to the amount of one-half of its paid-in cap-
ital theretofore sn ibed for and paid in, which bonds shall be held by the
Comptroller of the Currency of the United States as security, in the first instance,
for the faithful performance by said company of all obligations incurred by it
as execntor, administrator, trustee, or in any fiduciary capacity, and, second, for
the security of the depositors in said company and other creditors. The com-
pany is hereby authorized to withdraw any securities held by the Comptroller
of the Currency and substitute any other securities which may be acceplable to
the said Comptroller.

Sec, 9. That the stockholders of said company shall be held individually re-
sponsible, equally and ratably, and not one for another, for all contracts, debts,
and engngements of said company, to the extent of the amount of their stock
therein, at the par value thereof, in addition to the amount invested in such
stock, which individual liability shall also be, first, a security for the faithl:ul per-

arrange any sinking fund on such terms

allowed to said company for its care and ma ment of the trusts and estate
aforesaid; and the said company, ns such receiver, trustee, administrator, ns-
signee, guardian, or committee, shall be subject to all orders or decrees made by
the proper tribunal under the laws of the United States.

SEc, 4, That when any court shall appoint the said oomgaudv areceiver, trustee,
administrator, guardian, or committee, or shall order the deposit of money or
other valuables of any kind with said company, the capital stock subseribed for
or taken, and all property owned by said com‘pany shall be taken and consid-
ered as the security required by law for the faithful performance of its duties,
and shall be absolutely liable in case of any default whatever: Provided, That
the said court may, and shall, if deemed necessary, require further additional
security, and may from time to time, and at least once during every ?'car. shall
appoint suitable persons to investigate the affairs and management of said com-
pnu!, who shall report to said court the manner in which such investments are
made and the security afforded to those by or for whom its en ments are
held ; and the expenses of such investigation shall be defrayed by the said com-
pany; and the court may also, if deemed necessary, examine the officers of said
company, under oath or affirmation, as to the security aforesaid.

SEc, 5. That the company may also pay interest upon deposits at such rate as
may be agreed upon with the depositors, not exceeding, however, the rate of 3
per cent, per annuin,

Skc. 6. That the stockholders of said company shall be held individual!y respon-
gible, equally and ratably, and not one for another, for all contracts, debts, and
engagements of said company, to the extent of the amount of their stock therein,
at the par value thereof, in addition to the amount invested in such stock, which
individual liability shall also be, first, a security for the faithful performance
of the trust obligations ; and, secondly, for the benefit of depositors.

SEc. 7. That each director and officer, when appointed or elected, shall take
an oath that he will, so far as the duty devolves upon him, diligently and
honestly administer the affairs of said com: ¥, and will not knowingly vio-
late or willingly permit to be violated any of the provisions of this act.

*8Ec. 8. Thatin case of the violation of any order of courl, or the breach of any
trust on the part of the company, the officers of the company guilty of such vio-
lation of ord%‘: of court or breach of trust shall be liable to process of attach-
ment for contempt or such breach of trust in the same manner and to the same
extent as would apply to individual executors, administrators, guardians, and
other trustees in-like cases,

SEC, 9, That before the said pany shall exercise any of the powers liere-
inbefore conferred, it shall®eposit with the Comptroller of the Currency bonds
of the United States Government, or any of the States thereof, or the Districtof
Columbia, municipal, railroad, real estate, or other securities, to be approved
by the Comptroller of the Currency, to the amount of one-balf of its paid-in
capital theretofore subscribed for and paid in, which bonds shall be held by the
Comptroller of the Currency of the United States as security, in the first in-
stance, for the faithful performance by said company of all obligations incurred
by it as execntor, administrator, trustee, or in any fiduciary capacity; and sec-
ond, for the security of the depositors in said company and other creditors.
The company is hereby authorized to withdraw any securities held by the
Comptroller of the Currency, and substitute any other securilies which may be

table to the said Comptroller,

formance of the trust obligation, and, secondly, for the benefit of depositors, as
provided in section 8,

8rc. 10. That all the directors shall be citizens of the United States and shall
reside therein; and the office of the company shall be in the city of Washington,
District of Columbia.

SEc. 11 That the stock of the company shall be transferable only on the books
of the company.

Sec. 12, That Congress may at any time repeal, alter, or amend this act.

Mr. CHACE. I move to amend the amendment, on page 6, line 26
of section 2, by striking out the words ** American Trust,’’ before the
word *‘Company,’” and inserting ‘‘said ’’—a mere verbal amendment.

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CHACE. In the same line, after the word ‘‘Company,” I move
to strike out the words ‘‘ of the District of Columbia.’

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The amendment as amended was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and th>amendment
was concurred in,

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

WASHINGTON SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST COMPANY.

The bill (S. 606) to incorporate the Washington Safe Deposit and Trust
Company was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The Committee on the District of Columbia reported an amendment,
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill and insert:

That the Washington Safe Deposit Company is hereby authorized to increase
its eapital stock to nn amount not exceeding éoo,ow; and before said company
shall proceed todo any business under this act one-half of said capital stock,
namely, §250 000, shall be fully {mid up; and no certificate of stock shall be
issued until the same be fully paid for. That the name of said company shall
be changed to the Washington S8afe Deposit and Trust Company.

SEc, 2, That said company shall have power to receive upon deposit for safe-
keeping jewelry, plate, furniture, pictures, bonds, and valuable property of
every kind, upon terms to be prescribed by the by-laws of the company; and
in addition to receiving the above deposits the said company shall have power
to receive and hold on deposit and in trust, and as security, on such terms as
may be agreed on between the contracting parties, estate, real and personal,

shall have power to dispose of the same according to the terms of such
a ent.

Swc. 8. That the said Washington Safe Deposit Company be, and it is hereby,
nuthorized to accept and execute trusts of any and every description which ;nay
be itted or tr ferred, with its consent, to it, by any person or persons
whomsoever, bodies corporale or politie, or by any court in the Distriet of Co-
lumbia or in any one of the United States, and to accept the office and appoint-
ment of executgrs and administrators of any kind or nature, whenever such
appointment is eonferred or made bﬁnny person or persons, or by any orphans’
court or other court, either of the District of Columbia or of the United States;
and that in all cases where application shall be madeto any court of the District
of Columbia for the appointment of any receiver, trustee, administrator, guard-
ian of the estate of any minor, or committee of the estate of a lunatie, it shall
and may be lawful for such eourt, without prejudice to preferences established
by existing law, if it shall think fit, to sp})olnt tha_Was_hiuflon Safe Dﬁc?sit
Company of Washington, in the Distriet of Columbia, with its t, such re-
eeiver, trustee, administrator, nssignee, guardian, or committee; and the ac-
counts of the said company as such receiver, trustee, executor, administrator,
assignee, guardian, or committee, in respect to property, shall be regularly set-
tled and adjusted before the proper tribunal; and upon such settlement and ad-
Justment all proper, legal, and customary charges, costs, and expenses shall be

Sk, 10. That the stock of said company shall be transferable only on the
books of the company.

Sgw. 11. That all the directors shall be citizens of the United States and shall
reside therein, The office of the company shall be in the city of Washington,
in the Distriet of Columbin,

SEc. 12, That Congress may at any time repeal, alter, or amend this act.

Mr.CHACE. I move to amend the title by inserting

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will come after the passare of
the bill. The question is on the amendment of the Committee on the
District of Columbia.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third
time, and passed. :

Mr. CHACE. I move toamend the title by inserting, before the word
* to,”” the words ‘‘ toamend an act entitled ‘ Anact,’’’ and also to strike
out the words ‘‘and trust;'’ so as to read:

A bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to incorporate the Washington Safe
Deposit Company.”

The amendment to the title was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its
Clerk, announced that the Hounse had passed the bill (H. R. 8962) for
the relief of Anthony L. Woodson; in which it requested the concur-
rence of the Senate.

The message also announced that the House had passed the bill (3.
2550) appropriating $20,000 for expenses of special and select commit-
tees of the Senate.

The message further announced that the House had concunrred in the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3470) to authorize the con-
struction of bridges over the rivers St. Mary’s, Satilla, Little Satilla,
and Crooked, in the States of Georgia and Florida.

HARMON BUNN.

The bill (8. 1121) granting a pension to Harmon Bunn was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll
the name of Harmon Bunn, of Peoria, Ill. (who served as a special agent
for the eighth district of Illinois from September 20, 1864, to April 30,
1865, and was wounded while in that service and in the line of duty
while arresting a deserter), at the rate to which he would be entitled
by reason of that disability if he had been regularly enlisted in the mili-
tary service.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. -

B. G. COMBS AND OTHERS.

The bill (S.54) for the relief of R. G. Combs and others was an-
nounced as next in order,
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Mr. SPOONER. T ask that that bill, which is Calendar No. 483,
may be passed over withount losing its place on the Calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That order will be made, if there be
no objection.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PORTLAND, OREGON.

The bill (8. 46) for the relief of the First National Bank of Portland,
Oregon, was announced as next in order.
Mr. SPOONER. I ask that that bill be passed over without losing
its place on the Calendar.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over without
prejudice,
ECKINGTON AND SOLDIERS' HOME RATILWAY COMPANY.

Mr. HARRIS. Some two or three days ago, while we were proceed-
ing under this order, House bill 6899 was informally passed over be-
cause the Senator from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL] wanted to look into it.
He is now ready to have the bill considered. I ask that it be eonsid-
ered at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the Senate
will resnme consideration of that bill.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider-
ation of the bill (H. R. 6899) to incorporate the Eckington and Soldiers’
Home Railway Company of the District of Columbia; which was re-
ported from the Committee on the District of Columbia with amend-
ments.

Mr. HARRIS., I ask that the amendments of the committee he
acted on as they are reached in the reading of the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is informed that the bill
has never been read.

Mr. IdIARRIS. Yes, it has been read. Let the amendments be now
reported.

r. ALLISON. The committec amendments?

Mr. HARRIS. The amendments of the Committee on the District
of Columbia.

The first amendment reported by the Committee on the District of
Columbia was, in section 1, after the word ‘‘railway,’’ at the end of
line 35, to insert ‘‘ but shall sell six tickets for twenty-five cents;’’ so
as to read:

Said eompanma:hall receive a rate of fare not exceeding five cents per passen-

ger for an ce between the termini of said main railway, or between the

termini of its branch railway, or between either terminus of said main railway

and the‘:- inus of said b h railway, but shall sell six tickets for twenly-
ve cen

The amendment was agreed to: :

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 1, after the word ‘‘said,”
to strike out “ Eckington and Soldiers’ Home;’ so as to read:

SEc, 2. That said railway company shall, on or before the 15th of January of
each year, make areportto Congress of the names of all the stockholders therein

and the amount of stock held by each, together with a detailed statement of the
receipts and expenditures, from whatever source and on whatever account, for
the preceding year ending December the 3lst, which report shall be verified
by affidavit of the president and secretary of said company.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 9, after the word ** com-
pany,’’ to insert:

And if said report is not made at the time specified, or within ten d;{s there-
after, it shall be the duty of the commissioners to cause to be instituted judicial
proceedings to forfeit this charter.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, insection 2, line 13, after the word ““ taxes,””
to insert ‘‘ upon personal property, including ears and motive power;"’
in line 14, after the word *‘ for,”’ to strike out ‘* the next ensuing’’ and
insert ‘‘ each;’’ and after the word ‘‘earnings,’’ at the end of line 15,
to strike out ‘“‘upon traffic for the preceding year, as shown by said
verified statement;'’ so as to read:

And said oompe;l;f shall pay to the Distriet of Columbia, in lien of personal
taxes upon personal property, including cars and motive power, for each year,
4 cent. of its gross earnings, which amount shall be payable to the collector
of taxes at the times and in the manner that other taxes are now due and pay-
able, and subject to the same penalties on arrears.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 2, after the word ‘‘railway,”’ in
line 27, to strike out the following proviso: .

Provided, That whenever thie net receipts of said company from its business
upon said road shall, for any years, exceed 10 per cent. of the actual cost of such
road, then said company slm!i, under the direction of the said commissioners,
reduce ihe rate of passenger fare to an amount, as near as the same can be ap-
proximated, so that the net receipts of said company from its business upon such
road shall not exceed 10 per cent. of the actual cost for the construction thereof.

And in lieu thereof to insert:

Its real estate shall be taxed as other real estate in the District : That
its tracks shall not be taxed as real estate. S

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 4, line 5, after the word *‘ good,”’
to strike out ‘‘order’ and insert ‘‘repair;’ and in line 9, after the
word “‘good,’” to strike out ‘‘order’’ and insert *‘repair;’’ so as to make
the section read: L

Sec. 4. That the said corporation shall, at its own expense, keep said tracks
within the eity limits, and for the space of 2 feet beyond the outer rails thereof,
and also the space between the rails and tracks, at all times well paved and in

good repair, to be approved by the commissioners of the District; and beyond
the Iimip!:o} said city shall keep its tracks, and for the space of 2 feet beyond
the outer rails thereof, and also the space between the rails and tracks,
graded or paved, and in good repair, so as to impede the general travel as little
as possible.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 5, line 3, after the word *‘com-
pany,’’ to insert ‘‘at its own expense;"’ 5o as to make the section read:

8EC. 5. In the event of a change of grade at any time of any of the streets, ave-
nues, or roads occupied by the track of this corporation, it shall be the duty of
snid eompany, at its own expense, to change its said railroad so as to form
to such grade as may have been thus established.

The amendment was agreed to. *

_The next amendment was, in section 6, line 11, to strike out ‘“‘en-

gineer commissioner '’ and insert ‘‘ commissioners of the District;’” so
as to read:

Sec, 6. That it shall be lawful for said corporation, its successors or nuﬂgm
with the approval of the commissioners of the District of Columbia, to make
needful and convenient trenchesand excavations and sewer connections in any
of said streets or places where said corporation may have the right to construet
and operate its road, and place in such trenches and excavations all needful and
convenient devices and machinery for operating said railroad in the manner
and by the means aforesaid ; and said sewer connections shall have such traps
or olher devices as may be required by the commissioners of the District.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 6, line 17, after the word ‘* boiler-
house,” to insert ‘‘ or houses.”’

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 9, line 29, after the word ‘‘bid-
der,” to insert ‘‘ and the sale shall be conducted;’’ so as to read:

And if any stockholder shall refuse or neglect to pay any installment, as re-
quired hy a resolution of the board of directors, after reasonable notice of the
same, the said board of directors may sell at public auction, to the highest bid-
der, =0 many shares of his said stock as shall pay said installment (and the per-
son who offers to purchase the least number of shares for the assessment due
shall be taken as the highest bidder), and the sale shall be conducted under such
general regulations as may be adopted in the by-laws of said company.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 12, after the word *‘ publie,” in
line 5, to strike out ‘‘at all reasonable hours of business’’ and insert
“if such property remains unclaimed for one year the company shall
sell the same;'’ so as to make the section read:

8ec. 12. That all articles of value that may be inadvertently left in any of the
cars or other vehicles of the said company shall be taken to its principal depot
and entered in & book of record of unclaimed goods, which book sha.llpbo open
to the inspection of the publie, and if said property remains unclaimed for one
vear the company shall sell the same.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 13, line 9, to strike out the
word ““two’’ and insert ‘‘ five;”’ in line 11, after the word ““in,” to
strike out ‘‘the’’ and insert ‘‘at least two;*’ and in line 21, after
‘“any,”” to strike out *’established banking hounse’’ and insert ‘‘na-
tional bank;’’ so as to make the section read:

Sgc. 13, That within thirty days after the passage of this act the corporators
named in the first section, or a majority of them, or if any refuse or neglect to
act, then a majority of the remainder, shall cause books of subseription to the
capital stock of said company to be opened and kept open, in some convenient
and accessible place in the District of Columbia, from 9 o’clock in the forenoon
Lill 5 o’clock in the afternoon, for a period to be fixed by said eorporators, not
less than five days (unless the whole stock shall be sooner subscribed for); and
said corporators shall give public notice, by advertisement in at least two daily
papers published in the ecity of Washington, of the time when and the place
where said books shall be opened ; and subsecribers upon said books to the eap-
ital stock of the comfnny shall be held to be the stockholders : Provided, That
every subscriber shall pay, at the time of subseribing, 10 per cent. of the amount
by him subscribed, to the treasurer appointed bghi1 e corporators, or hissub-
scription shall be null and void: Provided further at nothing shall be received
in paymentof the 10 per cent., at the time of subscribing, except lawful money
or certified checks from any national bank. And when the books of subserip-
tion to the capital stock of said company shall be closed, the corporators named
in the first section, or a majority of them, and in case any of them refuse or
neglect to act, then a m{\ioril.iv of the remainder shall, within twenty days there-
after, call the first meeting of the stockholders of said company, to meet within
ten days thereafter, for the choice of directors, of which Fub]ic notice shall be

iven for five days in two publie newspaperspu'bli.slmd daily in the city of Wash-
ington, or by written personal notice to each stockholder by the clerk of the
corporation; and in all meetings of the stockholders each share shall entitle
the holder to one vote, to be given in person or by proxy.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 17, line 2, after the word **of,’?
to strike out ‘‘ their,”’ and insert ‘‘its;’ in the beginning of line 11 to
strike out the words ‘‘ to said company;’ in line 12, after *‘liable,””
to insert the words ‘* to said company,’’ and in line 14, after the word
‘“‘aforesaid,’” to insert ‘‘ but unless suit shall be brought within sixty
days the action shall be barred;’’ so as to make the section read:

SEc, 17. That eaid company shall haveat all times the free and uninterrupted
use of its roadway; and if any person or persons shall willfully, mischievously,
and unnecessarily obstruct or impede the of the cars of said railway
with a vehicle or vehicles, or otherwise, or in any manner molest or interfere
with passengers or operatives while in transit, or destroy or injure the cars of
said railway, or depots, or other property belonging to said railway, the person
or persons so offending shall forfeit and pay for each such offense not less than
twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars, to be recovered as other fines
and penalties in said Distriet, and shall also be liable to said company, in ad-
dition to said penalty, for any loss or damage oceasioned by his or her or
act as aforesaid, but unless suit shall be brought within sixty days the action
shall be barred. -

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, in section 18, line 1, after the word *‘ said,*”
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to strike out the words ‘‘ Eckington and Soldiers’ Home Railway,’’ and
in line 2, after the word ‘‘ company,”’ to strike out ‘‘ of the District of
Columbia;’’ so as to make the section read:

8gc. 18, That the said company shall have the right of way across such other
railways ns are now in operation within the limits of the lines granted by this
act, and is hereby authorized to construct its sald road across such other rail-
ways: ded, That it shall not unnecessdrily interrupt the travel of such
other railways in such construction,

The amendment was to.

The next amendment was, in section 19, to strike out the words
¢! that no person shall be prohibited the right to travel on any part of
said road or be ejected from the cars by the company’s employés, for
any other cause than that of being drank, disorderly, unclean, or con-
tagiously diseased, or refusing to pay the legal fare exacted, or to com-
ply with the lawiful regulations of the company. The,”’ before the
word *‘ corporators,” in line 6, to insert the word ‘‘said;"” and in the
beginning of line 7 to strike out the words “*herein named, or the cor-
poration hereby created;’! so as to make the section read:

Bald eo rs shall not sell or assign any of the rights hercbhy conferred re-

lating to the line of said road until after the main hereby aubhorized shall

have been con as n provided, and then only after having obtained

structed as herei
the written consent of the stoekholders representing two-thirds in value of the
capital stock.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was to strike out section 20,in the following

words:
© 8gc. 20. That all acts and parts of acts heretofore passed, which are inconsistent
with any of the provisions of this act, for the pu of this act, are hereby re-

ed, so far as the same are inconsistent herewith.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. ALLISON. I have an amendment I desire to insert on page 2.
I have shown it to the committee, and I believe it meets their approval.
After the words *‘ Fourth street,’” in section 1, line 19, I movetoinsert:

With the privilege of extending the same northwardly along Fourth street to
the Bunker Hill road within one year after said Fourth street shall have been
opened and graded. 5

Mr. HARRIS. The incorporators named in the bill are not opposed
to the amendment suggested by the Senator from Iowa. I reported
the bill from the committee, and as advised I see no objection to it.
It is an amendment to the House bill not reported from the committee;
but I see no objection to the amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HARRIS. Now, that amendment heing agreed to, it becomes
necessary that I should suggest two or three other amendments. In
the original House bill, in section 8, line 1, after the word ‘“‘railway,”’
I move to strike out the word ‘‘company !’ and insert ‘‘except the Ivy
City and Fourth street extensions.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be stated.

The CH1er CLERK. In section 8, line 1, after the word ‘‘railway,”
it is proposed to strike out *‘company ’” and insert “‘ except the Ivy
City and Fourth street extensions;’’ so as to read:

Sz, 8. That the main line of said railway, except the Ivy City and Fourth
street extensions, shall be commenced within three mon and completed
within twelve months from the passage of this act; and the branch.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HARRIS. Then in section 9, line 5, after the words *‘thirty-
two thousand dollars,’’ I move to insert:

And on the Fourth street extension, $40,000,

The amendment was to.

Mr. HARRIS., In line 10 of section 9, after the words “Ivy City
branch, $60,000,” I move to insert:

And on the Fourth street extension, §75,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HARRIS. Then in line 15 of the same section, after the words
“Ivy City branch, $120,000,” I move to insert:

And on the Fourth street extension, $150,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ments were concurred in.

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

Mr. ITARRIS. T move that the Senate insist on its amendments,
and ask for a conference with the House of Representatives on the dis-
agreeing votes,

The motion was agreed to; and by unanimous consent the President
pro tempore was authorized to appoint the conferees on the part of the
Senate, and Mr, HARRIS, Mr. SPOONER, and Mr. FARWELL were ap-
pointed.

LUTHEE G. BILLINGS.

The bill (8. 1781) to anthorize the h‘?id&nt of the United States to

lace upon the retired-list of the Navy Pay Inspector Luther G. Bil-
ﬁngn was announeed as the next in order on the Calendar.

Mr. BLODGETT. At the request of my colleague [Mr. McPHER-
s0x] I ask that this bill be passed over and retain its place on the Cal-
emndar, :

L]
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr, HAWLEY in the chair). If thete
be no objection, it will be so ordered.
- IRA HAWORTH.

The bill (8. 1971) to re-examine the homestead elaim of Ira Haworth
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. '

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Lands with
amendments, >

The first amendment was, in line 4, after theword *‘cause,” tostrike
out ‘‘the Commissioner of the General Land Office;”’ in line 5, after
the word **to,”’ tostrike out ‘“reopen’’ and insert *‘ be reopened,’ and
after the word ““and,’” in the same line, to strike out ‘‘ re-examine”’
and insert ‘‘re-examined;”’ and in line 10, after the word ‘‘found,” to
strike ont. ‘‘by said Commissioner;’’ so as to read:

That the Becretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and di-
recled to cause to be reopened and re-examined the homestead claim of Ira
Haworth, embracing the west half of the northwest quarter and the southeast

uarter of the northwest quarter of section 19, township 4south, range 4 east,

neordia district, Kansas; and if, upon such re-examination, it is found thas
said entry was lawfully ma&c, and that the same was improperly canceled under
the laws as the same existed at the ddte of said entry.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 13, after the word ** then,’’ to strike
out the remainder of the bill in the following words:

Said entry shall be reinstated on the ds of the G 1 Land Office, and

ent shall issue thereon as in other cases under the homestead laws of the
nited States, upon proof of five years' residenceand cultivation next sncceed-
ing the date of such entry; and in that event the Attorney-General of the United
States shall cause suit to be brought in the proper ecourt to set aside the patent
i d to the St. J h and Denver City Railroad Company for said land sub-
sequent to the date of said entry.
And in lieu thereof to insert:

The Secretary of the Interior shall cause to be paid to said Ira Haworth, his
heirs or assigns, a sum 1 to §3.50 per acre for the number of acres included
in said entry, not exceeding, however, a total sum of more than §560.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported fo the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ments were concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

MATTIE B. WHITNEY.

The bill (8. 2185) to carry out the findings of the Court of Claims in
the case of Mattie 8. Whitney as the administratrix cf Franklin S.
Whitney, deceased, heretofore referred to said court, was announced as
next in order on the Calendar.

Mr. SPOONER. I ask that that hill may be passed over, retaining
its place on the Calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be so ordered.

HENRIETTA M. BANDS,

The bill (S. 1089) for the relief of Henrietta M. Sands, widow of the
late Rear-Admiral Benjamin F. Sands, United States Navy, was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes io pay to Henrietta
M. Sands, widow of the late Rear-Admiral Benjamin I, SBands $370.50,
being the sum due to the decedent under the decisions of the Supreme
Court of the United States in the Graham and Temple cases as the dif-
ference between actual traveling expensesallowed and the mileage due
for travel Farfomedby decedent upon duty under ordersin June, 1861.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

CHINESE IMMIGRATION.

The bill (8. 2186) supplementary to and amendatory of ‘‘An act to
execute certain treaty stipulationsrelating to Chinese,”” approved May
6, 1882, as amended by an act approved July 5, 1884, was announced
as next in order on the Calendar.

Mr. HOAR. Let that go over.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator desire to have it
retain it place on the Calendar ?

Mr. HOAR. I do not suppose it conld be considered under the five-
minute rule. Indeed, I suppose that what has lately happened would
probably remove the necessity for the passage of the bill.

Mr. ALLISON. Let it be passed over without prejudice.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over without
prejudice.

SARAM A. ROBERTS.

The bill (8. 802) granting an increase of pension to Sarah A. Wilcox,
now Roberts, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro-
poses to place on the pension-roll, atthe rate of $12 per month, the name
of Sarah A. Wilcox, now Roberts, who was a nurse in the United States
hospitals during the late war, the pension to be in lieu of any pension
heretofore granted her.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARY WHIRRY.

The bill (8. 1194) granting a pension to Mary Whirry was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll
the name of Mary Whirry, dependent mother o}) George H. Whirry, late
a private in Company D, Eighth Wisconsin Regiment.
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T};a bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

L. J. M'GOFFIN.

The bill (8. 1146) granting a pension to L. J. McGoffin was consid-
ered asin Committee of the Whole. Itproposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of L. J. McGoffin, late a private in Company C, Sixth
Regiment West Virginia Volunteer Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MICHAEL LANE.

The bill (8. 1286) granting a pension to Michael Lane was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of Michael Lane, late of Company H, Nineteenth
Regiment Kansas State Militia.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

T JAMES M’'LAUGHLIN.

The bill (8. 1609) for the relief of James McLaughlin was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an
amendment to strike out all after the enacting clanse and insert:

That the Secretary of the Imterior be, and he is hereby, authorized and di-
reeted to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of
the pension laws, the name of James MeLaughlin, late captain of Company I,
Tenth Regiment Kansas State Militia,

The amendment was agtreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

ROBERT A. BRIDE, OR M'BRIDE.

The bill (8.1607) granting a pension to Robert A. Bride, or McBride,
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on
the pension-roll the name of Robert A. Bride, or McBride, late of Com-
pany H, One hundred and eighty-third Regiment of Pennsylvania Vol-
unteer Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

W. A. HICKS.

The bill (8. 1742) granting a pension to W. A. Hicks was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll
thename of W. A. Hicks, late of Company M, Fifteenth Regiment Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry. .

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOHN CHILD. 3

The bill (8. 1288) granting a pension to John Child, was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name of John
Child, Jate a private in Company D, Sixty-second New York Velun-
teers, on the pension-roll.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MRS. ESTHER B. HAYFORD.

The bill (H. R. 369) granting a pension to Mrs. Esther B. Hayford
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to piace on
the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Esther B. Hayford, widow of Orlando
Hayford, deceased, late a private in Company G, First Regiment of
Maine Cavalry Volunteers,

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOHN R. WHEELOCK.

The bill (8. 1193) granting a pension to John R. Wheelock was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, It proposes to place on the
ion-roll the name of John R. Wheelock, dependent father of William

. H. Wheelock, late of Company E, Seventh Régiment Wisconsin
Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JULIUS C. MONSON.

The bill (8. 808) granting a pension to Julius C. Monson was con-
gidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the

ion-roll the name of Julius C. Monson, late a sergeant in Company

, of the Fifteenth Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOSEPIL W. EUBANK.

The bill (S.1018) granting a pension to Joseph W. Eubank was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported from the Com-
mittee on Pensions with an amendment, after the word ‘‘name,’” in
line 6, to strike ont:

Of Joseph W. Eubank, for services rendered while with Company K, S8econd

Reg'ltllz:ant Arkansas Volunteers, and pay him a pension at the rate of 15 per

montn,
And in lieu thereof to insert:

Of Capt. Joseph W. Eubank, of Company K, Second mnmat Arkansas Vol
unteers, and pay him a pension at the rate allowed cap i

£o as to make the biil read:

Be it enacted, ele., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Capt. Joseph W, Eubank, of Com-
pany K, Second Regiment Arkansas Volunteers, and pay him a pension at the
rale allowed captains.

The amendment was agreed to.
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.
JOHN W. JANUARY.

The bill (8. 1124) to increase the pension of John W. January was
considered as in Committes of the Whole. It was reported from the
Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 6, to strike out
the name ‘‘Minoak’’ and insert ‘‘ Minonk;”’ so as to make the bill
read:

Be it enacted, elc., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby, an-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and
limitations of l-hegension laws, the name of John W, January, of Minonk, Ill.,
late of Company B, Fourteenth Regi t Illinois Vol r Cavalry, and to

pay him a pension at the rate of §100 per month, in lieu of the pension he isnow
receiving.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HARRIS. Is there a report in that case?

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is. The report will be read.

The Chief Clerk read the following report, submitted by Mr. Saw-
YER February 29, 1888:

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred a bill to increase the pen-
sion of John W, January, have examined the same, and report :

The claimant was a member of Company B, Fourteenth Hnnoin Cavalry. He
was pensioned first at the rate of §50 a month, and last at the rate of $72 a month,
for loss of both legs. His case is one of peculiar and extraordinary interest.
He was captured on Stoneman’sraid, in July, 1864, and upon retreat from Macon
was takken by six Confederate soldiers to Andersonville, and kept there until the
fall of Atlanta made it necessary for the prisoners to be removed to prevent their
falling into the hands of the Union forces. He thus tells his own story :

*Iwas taken to Charleston, 8. C,, with others, and placed by the enemy under
fire of our own soldiers and gunboats; remained here ten days, and was taken
to Florence, S. €., where we the winter of 1864-'65; and on or about

February 15, [ was stricken down by an attack of swamp fever, and for three |

weeks remained in a delirious condition. The fever abated and reason returned.
I soon learned from the surgeon, after a hasty examination, that I was a vietim
of seurvy and gangrene, and was removed to the gangrene hospital. My feet
and ankles, 5 inches above the joints, presented a livid, lifeless appearance, and
soon the flesh began to slough off, and the surgeon, with a brutal oath, said I
would die. But 1 was determined to live, and begged him to cut off my feet,
telling him if he would that I could live. He still refused, and, believing that
my life depended on the removal of my feet, I secured an old pocket-knife and
cut through the decaying flesh, and severing the tendons, the feet were un-
jointed, leaving the bones protruding without a covering of flesh for 5 inches,
“At the close of the war I was taken to our lines at%\’ilmington. N.C,in
April, 1865, and when weighed learned that T had been reduced from 165 pounds,
my weight when captured, to 45 pounds. Six wecks after I was released, while
on a boat en roule to New York, the bones of my right limb broke off at the
end of the flesh. Six weeks later, while in a hospital on David's Island, those

*of my left had become necrosed, and broke off similarly. One year after my

release I was just able to sit upin bed, and was discharged. Twelve years after
my limbs had healed over, and, strange to relate, no amputation was ever per-
formed save the one I performed in prison. There is no record in the world
similar to mine, My family consists of my aged parents, my wife, three sons,
and three daughters,”

This statement is vouched for by persons of the highest character,

Seventy-two dollars a month is the highest pension rate provided bylaw, In
view of the agony, mental and physieal, which this man endured while a pris-
oner, and for many years after, of his physical helplessness, and the inade-
gluncy of h:su?ans:qs rating to the support of his family, the committee are of
: n&)]mﬁg)r{'l t this is one of those rare instances in which Congress may ex-

end re
The bill is reported favorably, with a recommendation that it do pass. X

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ment was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

THOMAS A, OSBORX.

The bill (H. R. 2216) for the relief of Thomas A. Osborn was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to pay to Thomas
A. Osborn, late United States marshal for the district of Kansas,
$8,701.96, on account of the loss of that amount of public funds by the
failure of the banking-house of E. H. Gruber & Co., on October 6,
1866, the loss being without neglect or fault on the part of Osborn.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Claims with an amend-
ment, to strike ont the following proviso at the end of the bill:

Pravided, It shall be proven to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury
:-gat said money was lost without fault or negligence upon the part of said Os-

m.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in. ¥

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

-
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Mr. SPOONER. I move that the Senate insist on its amendment to
the bill, and ask for a conference on the disagreeing votes thereon.

The motion was agreed to. J :

By unanimous consent, the President gro tempore was authorized to
;{:point the conferees on the part of the te, and Mr. SPOONER, Mr.

0AR, and Mr. FAULKNER were appointed. :

WILLIAM S. BYERS AND OTHERS.

The bill (8. 37) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to make
sale of certain lands of the Umatilla Indian reservation, in Oregon, to
William 8. Byers and others, and to issue patent therefor, was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior to have an amount of land, not to exceed 20 acres, upon
the Umatilla Indian reservation, in Oregon, immediately adjoining on
the east a tract of 640 acres, set apart as an additional town site for the
town of Pendleton by an act of Congress approved August 5, 1882,
surveyed by the surveyor-general of Oregon, in such shape as will best
embrace and secure the mill-race and water-head of William 8. Byers,
Robert G. Thompson, and Jeremiah Barnhart, as the same is now lo-
cated and used in connection with their mill in the town of Pendleton.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ALFRED HEDBEERG.

The bill (8. 13871) for the relief of Alfred Hedberg was considered as
in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with
amendments, in line 5, after the word “‘appoint,’’ to strike ont ‘‘Al-
bert” and insert ‘*Alfred;’ in line 7, after *' States,” to strike out
the words ‘“with his former rank and date of commission;’’ in line 10,
after the word *‘service,”” to insert ‘‘ with rank from the date of said
assignment,”’ and in line 13, to strike out *‘appointment*’ and insert
‘“‘ assignment;’’ so as to make the bill read: s

That the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to
nominate and, by and with the advice and t of the Senate, appoint Al-
fred Hedbe a captain in the Fifteenth Infmm"f). a captain of infa.ntr{ in
the Army of the Uni States; and that he, the sai Alfre(g Hedberg, shall be
assigned to the first vacancy of his grade occurring in the infantry arm of the

, with rank from the date of said assignment: Provided, That said Alfred
Hedberg shall receive no pay for the time he was out of service, but ohly from
the date of his assignment under this act.

The amendments were agreed to.
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in. .

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.
JOSEPH H. MADDOX.

The bill (S. 2201) for the relief of Laura E. Maddox, widow and ex-
ecutrix, and Robert Morrison, executor, of Joseph H. Maddox, deceased,
was announced as next in order on the Calendar.

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask that that bill may go over for the present
and not lose its place. 5

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The bill will be passed over without
prejudice.

SAMUEL NOBLE.

The bill (8. 2202) for the relief of Samuel Noble was considered as in
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to refer to the accounting officers
of the Treasury Department for determination, npon the evidence taken
and now on file, all matters in relation to the claim of Samuel Noble,
formerly of Rome, Ga., but now a citizen of Anniston, Ala., relating to
or growing out of his agreement made with H. A. Risley, the supervis-
ing agent of the Treasury, with the approval of the Secretary of the
Treasury, and wherein he claims the net proceeds of sale of 202 bales
of cotton alleged to have been captured by the United States military
authorities at Savannah, Ga., in December, 1864.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

CAPRON COLLECTION OF JAPANESE WORKS OF ART.

The bill (8. 2215) providing for the purchase of “‘the Capron col-
Jection of Japanese works of art’’ was considered as in Committee of
_the Whole. It proposes toappropriate $14,675 for the purchase of ‘“ the
Capron collection of Japanese works of art,”’ now on temporary de-
posit in the National Museum, at Washington.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

Mr. VOORHEES. I notice on the iwenty-fourth page of the Cal-
endar a bill put down as Senate bill 1033, providing for the purchase of
“the Capron collection of Japanese works of art.”” The bill was re-
ported by the chairman of the Library Committee, and inasmuch as
a similar bill has just been I call attention to that bill and ask
that it may be stricken off the Calendar.

Mr. MANDERSON. I call the attention of the Senator from In-
diana to the fact that these two bills state two different amounts ac-
cording to my recellection.

Mr. VOORHEES. But it is a mistake in calendaring the bill, if I
may use the word. There was a first bill and a different amount fixed,

and Senate bill 2215 was reported as a substitute or in lien thereof.
The hill just passed was the only bill intended for consideration.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senate bill 1033 will be indefinitely
postponed, if there be no objection.

LAND PATENTS.

The resolution submitted by Mr. CALL February 29, 1888, directing
the Committee on Public Lands to report a bill declaring all patents
on the public lands of the United States issued without authority of
law to be absolutely void, was annonnced as the next business on the
Calendar. !

Mr. SPOONER. As the Senator from Florida [Mr. CALL] is not in
the (l}hamber, I ask that the resolution be passed over without losing
its place.

The PRESIDENT protempore. The resolution will be passed over
without prejudice, retaining its place on the Calendar.

PROBATE COURTS IN WYOMING,

The bill (8. 1351) to enlarge the jurisdiction of the probate courts in
‘Wyoming Territory was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Territories with amend-
ments, in section 1, line 14, before the word ‘‘order,” toinsert ** final;”?
in the same line, before the word “‘judgment,’ to strike out the word
‘*or,”” and after the word ‘‘judgment *’ to insert *‘or decree;”’ and in
line 15, after the word ‘‘ court,’” to insert *‘in which such district court
is held;" so as to make the section read:

That the probate courls of the Tertitory of Wyomlng, in thelr respective
counties, in addition to their probate jurisdiction, be, and they are hereby, au-
thorized to hear and determine all ecivil causes wherein the damage or debt
claimed does not exceed the sum of $500, exclusive of interest, and such crimi-
nal cases arising under the laws of the Terr.tory as do not require the interven-
tion of a grand jury: Provided, That they shall not have jurisdiction in any
matter in controversy when the title, boundary, or right to the peaceable pos-
gession of land may be in dispute, or in cl v or divorce cases: And
vided further, That in all cases an appeal may be taken from any final or&er.
judgment, or decree of said probate courts to the distriet court in which such
district court is held.

The amendments were agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were conenrred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

MARTHA F. WOODRUAM.

Mr. MITCHELL. In behalf of an old lady, who is totally blind
and wholly dependent, I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to
take up Order of Business 856, a pension bill which has passed the
other House. It will take bnt a moment.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Oregon asks unani-
mous consent that the Senate now proceed to the consideration of the
bill (H. R. 2805) granting a pension to Martha F. Woodram, widow
of James Woodrnm, deceased.

Mr. DAWES. Is there not some unanimous agreement about tha
order of proceeding ?

Mr. HARRIS. Thereis, but the Senator from Oregon has asked for
uhanimous consent. . :

Mr. VOORHEES. This is a House bill for the relief of a blind wo-

3 man, and it ought to be passed.

Mr. MITCHELL. I ask unanimous consent that it may be consid-
ered.

Mr. DAWES. 1 have no phjection.

Mr. EVARTS. The bill has passed the other House.

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 2805) granting a pension to Martha
F. Woodrum, widow of James Woodrum, deceased.

The Committee on Pensions reported the bill with an amendment,
in line 6, before the word “‘ dollars,”’ to strike out *‘twelve’ and in-
sert ‘* fifty;’’ so as to make the bill read:

Fie il enacted, ele., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hercby, an-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisionsand
limitations of the pension laws, at the rate of $30 per month, the name of Martha

rum, surviving widow of James Woodrum, deceased, late private of
Company C, Ninth Regiment of Kansas Volunteer Cavalry.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The amendment was ordered to he engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was

Resolved, That the Senate insist on its amendment and request a con‘erence
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon.

By unanimous consent, it was

Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Seuate be appointed by the
President pro tempore.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr, DAvIs, Mr. MITcHELL,
and Mr TURPIE as the conferees on the part of the Senate.
POSTAL TELEGRAPH SYSTEM,
The bill (8. 534) to provide for the establishment of a postal tele-
graphic system was announced as next in order.
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Mr. MANDERSON. That was reported adversely.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Being adversely , the bill
goes over. 'The same order will be made in to Order of Business
514, being the bill (8. 614) to provide for the establishment and oper-
ation of the United States postal telegraph, it having been adversely
reported. The next Order of Business will be stated.

M. F. VANCE.

The bill (8. 2009) to restore the homestead right of M. F. Vance, of
Akron, Colo., was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The Committee on Public Lands reported an amendment, in line 5,
after the word *‘ under,”’ to strike ont *‘ the act of May 20, 1862,” and
insert ‘‘ sections 2289 to 2317, chapter 5, Title XX XTI, of the Revised
Btatutes of the United States;’’ so as to make the bill read:

Be it enacted, efe., That the homestead right of M. F. Vanee, of Akron, Colo.,
be restored, and that he be entitled to all the privileges aceruing under sections
2289 to 2317, chapter 5, Title XXXII, of the Revised Statutes of the United Siates.

The amendment was agreed to. ‘

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

FLORENCE COURTNEY COCHNOWER.

The bill (S. 1459) granting a pension to Florence Courtney Coch-
nower was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported
from the Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 6, after
the words “‘rate of,”’ to strike ‘' twenty-five’” and insert ‘* twelve;"
s0 as to make the bill read:

Ee it enacted, efc., That the Secrctary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisi and
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Florence Courtney Cochnower, at
the rate of £12 per month, for services in the field and as a nurse during the war
of the rebellion.

The amendment was agreed to.

The hill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was coneurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third
time, and passed. :

LUTHERAN CHURCH CEMETERY LANDS,

The bill (8. 1727) to grant to the trustees of the German Lutheran
Trinity Congregation of Washington, D. C., the xight to sell a portion
of their cemetery lands was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

GROVENOR A. CURTICE.

The bill (H. R. 439) for the relief of Grovenor A. Curtice was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to pay to Grovenor A.
Curtice, late a captain in the Seventh Regiment of New Hampshire Vol-
unteer Infantry, the pay and allowances of a captain of infantry from
January 3, 1865, the date at which he was assigned to duty under his
commission, to May 1, 1865, the date of his muster as a captain, de-
ducting therefrom the pay received by him as a first sergeant during
that period.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
u third reading, read the third time, and passed.

WILLIAM ENGLISH,

The bill (S. 1423) authorizing the President to appoint William Eng-
lish an officer in the regular Army of the United States was announced
as next in order on the Calendar.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The bill having been adversely rc-
ported, it will be passed over. =

ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC SHIP-RAILWAY.

The bill (8. 1755) to incorporate the Atlantic and Pacific Ship-Rail-
way Company, and for other purposes, was announced as next in order
on the Calendar.

Mr. VOORHEES. This is a bill of great importance. Perhaps it
ought to be passed justinthe form it is; I do not know. The Senator
from Lonisiana [Mr. GissoN] reported it, and itis a bill introduced by
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEsT]. They are both absent, and
whether we ought to go on and consider it in their absence is a very
grave question. Perhaps they might want to make amendments to it.
I suggest that the bill go over until the next call, not losing its place
on the Calendar.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
be passed over without prejudice.

FOURTEENTH KANSAS CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS.

The bill (8. 1306) to define the status and for the relief of the heirs
or legal representatives of certain recruits for the Fourteenth Kansas
Cavalry Volunteers who were killed at Lawrence, Kans., August 21,
18563, by guerrillas, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It
directs the Secretary of War to recognize certain'named ns as un-
assigned recruits for the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry Volunteers, from
their respective dates of enrollment, as shown by enlistment papers

Iftherebe no objection, the bill will

filed in the War Department by the adjutant-general of the State of
Kansas.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOSEPH CASSON.

The bill (H. R. 3613) for the relief of Joseph Casson was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides that the entry of Joseph
Casson, under date of September 27, 1881, per certificate numbered 75,
of the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section 34, town-
ship 12, range 14, in Shawnee County, Kansas, shall be ratified, con-
firmed, and declared valid, and directs the President to issue in due
form a patent for the land to Casson. )

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MILITARY QUARTERS AT FORTS ROBINSON AND NIOBRARA.

The bill (8. 1561) to provide for the completion of quarters, barracks,
and sfables at FFort Robinson and at Fort Niobrara, in the State of Ne-
braska, was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

HEIRS OF CHARLES B. SMITH.

The bill (8. 1039) for the relief of the heirs of Charles B. Smith, de-
ceased, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs the
proper accounting officers of the Treasury to readjust and close the snb-
sistence and quartermaster’s accounts, upon the books of the Treasury,
of Charles B. Smith, deceased, late a first lieutenant in the Fifth Iowa
Cavalry, and to pay to Julia A. Smith, his widow, the pay and allow-
ances due him at the date of his death, notwithstanding the fact that
they have heretofore been applied in the adjustment of his subsistence
and quartermaster’s accounts.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

The preamble was agreed to.

JOHN M'FARLAND.

The bill (8. 2223) to remove the charge of desertion and of having
enlisted in the Confederate service from the records of the War Depart-
ment standing against John McFarland, and to grant him an honora-
ble discharge, was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report be read in that case.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be read.

The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. MANDER-
SON March 5, 1888:

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the
MeFarland, late private Company E, Sixty-fourth Regiment Ohio
fantry, and certain papers accompanying the same, praying that the petitioner
might be granted an honorable discharge, and that the charge of desertion or
enlistment in the Confederate service might be removed from the records, have
given the subject-matter consideration and herewith return the petition and
papers with a bill, the of which measure your committee recommends,

The facts as fairly established by the affidavits submitted to your committee,
and on file with the Adjutant-General, Calied States Army, appear to be that
John MeFarland, of Lucas, Richland County, Ohio, enlisted, at the age of about
seventeen years, on the 12th of October, 1861, for three years, in Comgnn E,
Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. IIe was at that time a strong, aa{&hy
young man and seems to have remained such up to May, 1862, when he was
taken sick. He rejoined his command in January, 1863, and was wounded at -
the battle of Chickamauga in the right leg and left hand on the 19th of Septem-
ber, 1863, where he was likewise taken prisoner by the Confederates, nnd there-
after confined at Andersonville, Libby, Danville, and Florence. This confine-
ment extended over a period of fourteen months, and until about November
15, 1864, which was over one month after his full term of service had ¢xpired.

His sufferings were great and disease had brought him to the verge of frenzy.

If sworn statements of his comrades, Thomas Se¢xton, Peter Dillon, and
Leander S. Marsh, are to be relied upon, MeFarland's brain and weakened con-
stitution rendered him a fit subject for an asylum at the lime he took the oath
to the Confederacy and to enlist on that side, which he evidently resorted to
in order to eseape death by slow f)rocens of starvation, and to gain the Union
lines at the first opportunity, which he succeeded in doing four weeks after,
Comrade Marsh says of McFarland that **he was hardly able to walk at the
time; in fact, he was a moving skeleton.”” The others corroborate him in this
statement. All three comirades say he infotmed them of his real object, which
he put in force. These facts would appear to leave no possible doubt of Me-
Farland’'s real intent in the premises.

The petitioner had four brothers who served in the Union Army, and the
sworn evidence of neighbors, produced to your committee, who had known
the MeFarland family for years, is to the full effect that its members were loyal
and patriotic beyond all doubt or cavil, and the enlistments and service of
five brothers of one family would seem to be ample proof to sustain this theory.

Thomas R. S8mith, of Newark, Ohio, swears that he was first lieutenant of
Company E, Sixty-fourth Ohio Infantry; knew McFarland * ever since he was
a child;" that McFarland was ' among the best soldiers of my company, and
never shirked a duty, and was loyal to the United States Government:” that
he saw him after his captivity and return home, and that he *was then a com-
plete wreck, Physica.lly and mentally;" that he *' did not have control of his
mental faculties.”

David B. Leiter, of Lucas, Ohio, n comrade of McFarland, swears that he
considers his mind *“ badly d and affected, and to such an extent that
McFarland has not been eapable of r.'onducting or attending any business,”

Joseph Fleming, a resident of Ohio, says that ever since McFarland's con-
finement in Confederate prisons *his mind has been unbalanced and v
weal’:’, and he is at times entirely non compos mentis and not responsible for hi

tition of John
Volunteer In-

All these witnesses knew McFarland before the war, and swear that he was
then a atmn§ man mentally and physically.
McFarland's service was ns follows: He was with his pany and &
from date of enlistment until the battle of Shiloh, four weeks after which he
was stricken with typhoid fever and, partially recovering, he went home on
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furlough, reporting for duty August 10, 1862, but was sent to Camp Chase,where

he suffered a relapse, was sent to hospital, and some six or eight weeks after,
upon his urgent solicitation, he was sent with convalescents to Louisville ans
ut on parole guard, General Bragg then threatening that city, He reached
Bis regiment after the battle at Stone River, did duty and drew pay down to
the day of his capture at Chickamauga aforesaid.
The House report on the bill for his relief (No. 625) in the Forty-eighth Con-

Bress, says:

“Daring the time he was in the Confederate armiha never fired a gun, and
mlm‘lt%' watched an opportunity to escape. At the first rtunity he ran
into the Federal lines at Egypt Station, on the Mobile and Oﬁo Railroad, and
was taken from there to Alton, Ill., and on January 29,1865, he was released.”

Your committee are not unmindful of the fact that t care should be taken
in cases of this character lest injustice be done to the living and to the memory
of the patrioticdead, but the sworn statements in this case would seem to show
that no danger of that character exists here, and to demand that justice should
be done not only to McFarland, but to a loyal and patriotie family.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
e engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MISSISSIPPI BOTTOM LANDS.

The bill (8.259) granting the title of the United States in certain
Jands to the county of Randolph and State of Illinois on certaim con-
ditions was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ENROLLMENT OF CIRCUIT COURT JURISDICTION ACT.

The bill (8. 783) to correct the enrollment of an act approved March
3, 1887, entitled ‘* An act to amend sections 1, 2, 3, and 10 of an act to
determine the jurisdiction of the cirenit courts of the United States,
and to regulate the removal of causes from the State courts, and for
other purposes,”’ approved March 3, 1875, was announced as next in
order on the Calendar, and the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
resumed its consideration.

Mr, WILSON, of Iowa. The bill has been read at length, and it
need not be read again.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

WIDOW OF JOHN A. 8. TUTT.

The bill (H. R. 2595) for the relief of the widow of John A. 8. Tutt,
deceased, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes
to pay $386, or so much thereof as shall be shown to the satisfaction of
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue to have been paid by John
A. 8. Tutt, as tax npon his salary as a State officer, to the widow of
John A. 8. Tutt, deceased, of La Fayette County, Missouri, in full re-
payment to her of taxes erroneously assessed upon his salary as judge
of the sixth judicial circuit of Missouri from the year 1862 to the year
1870, inclusive.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

GEORGETOWN BARGE, DOCK, AND RAILWAY COMPANY.

The bill (8. 2252) to incorporate the Georgetown Barge, Dock, and
Railway Company was announced as next in order on the Calendar.
Mr. TELLER. That is a lengthy bill, and as the Senator who re-
ported it is not here I shonld think it had better be passed over.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hill will be passed over with-
ount prejudice.
. Mr. TELLER. I do not desire to object, but I think perhaps we
ought to let it stand over without prejudice.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next bill on the Calendar will
be announced.
! MARGARET J. CASH.

The bill (8. 1384) granting a pension to Margaret J. Cash was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposesto place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of Margaret J. Cash, widow of Henry Cash, late of
Company A, Ninety-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ELIZA J. MAYDEN. !

The bill (8. 1254) granting a pension to Eliza J. Mayden was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposesto placeon the pen-
sion-roll the name of Eliza J. Mayden, of Centralia, Ill., as the widow
of John L. Mayden, late a sergeant of Company K, Fifty-second Regi-
ment Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ADAM L. EPLEY.

The bill (S. 1137) for the relief of Adam L. Epley was considered as
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to pay to Adam L. Epley, the
son and only heir of John D. Epley, deceased, late a private in Com-
pany F, One hundred and fifty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteers, the
. arrears of pension due or allowable at the time of his death, and here-
tofore anthorized to be paid John D. Epley, now deceased.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrozsed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARY A. DOUD.
The bill (8. 1359) for the relief of Mary A. Dound was considered as

in Committee of the Whole. If proposes to place on the 1Pm:nsﬂt.'ol:l-rl:nlil
the name of Mary A. Doud, of the city, county, and State of New York,

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

2 ANNA MERTZ.

The bill (8. 1237) granting a pension to Anna Mertz was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported from the Committee
on Pensions with an amendment, in line 7 to strike out the word *‘ pri-
vate’’ and insert *‘ captain;’ so0 as to make the bill read: "

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and di-
rected to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of
the pension laws, the name of Anna Mertz, the widow, and the minor ehildren

of . harles A, Mertz, late a captain of Company K, Sixty-second Illinois Vol-
unteers,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

NOTES AND COIN CERTIFICATES.

The bill (8. 8) to provide for the retirement of United States legal-
tender and nationab-bank notes of small denominations, and the issue
of coin certificates in lien of gold and silver certificates, and for other
purposes, was announced as next in order on the Calendar.

Mr. BECK. Let that be passed over without prejudice.

The PRESIDENT pro fempofe. The bill was reported adversely, and
will be passed over without prejudice.

PURCHASE OF BONDS.

The bill (H. R. 5034) to provide for the purchase of United States
bonds by the Secretary of the Treasury was announced as next in order
on the Calendar.

Mr. BECK. Let that bill be passed over without prejudice.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The bill will be passed over without
prejudice.

W. H. WARD.

The bill (8. 501) for the relief of W. H. Ward was considered as in
Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Patents with an amend-
ment, in line 7, after the word *‘ court,”’ to strike out the words ‘‘ re-
port the same to the Senate Committee on Patents, as provided by said
act of March 3, 1883,” and to insert ‘‘to render such judgment thereon
as law and equity warrants without reference to the statutes of limita-
tion;"” so as to make the bill read:

That the Court of Claims be, and is hereby, authorized and empowered to ex-
amine all the elaims of said Ward set forth in his said petition, notwithstandin
the sections of the Revised Statutes referred to in the pmmb[e of this act, an
when the facts have been found by said court, to render such judgment thereon
as lJaw and equity warrants without reference to the statutes of limitations.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third
time, and passed.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The Committee on Patents also re-
port an amendment to the preamble, which will be stated.

The Curer CLERK. In the second paragraph of the preamble, after
the word ‘‘and,’” it is proposed to insert the words “‘one of said
claims by;’’ so as to read:

Whereas two of said elaims are debarred judicial consideration by said court
in consequence of existing statutes, to wit, section 1060 of the Revised Statutes
of the United Slates, limiting the time within which claims are to be pr ted
before the Court of Claims, and one of said claims by section 3477, relating to
the assignment of claims against the United States,

The amendment was agreed to.

The preamble as amended was agreed to.
CHILDREN OF MICHAEL A. MORAN.

The bill (8. 1037) granting a pension to the infant children of Michael
A. Moran was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes
to place on the pension-roll the names of the infant children of Michael
A. Moran, late of Company K, Seventeenth United States Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ENOCH G. ADAMS.

The bill (8. 692) granting an increase of pension to Enoch G. Adams
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported from
the Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 7, alter the
words ‘‘ rate of,”’ to strike ount ‘‘seventy-two’ and insert ‘‘twenty-
four;”’ so as to make the bill read:

Be it enacled, cte., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-mll.sufaccl- to the provisions and
limitations of the Eension laws, the name of Enoch G. Adams, late captain of
Company D, First Regiment United States Infantry, at the rate of $24 per month,
imui;ieu of the pension he ia now receiving, to con from the p ge of

act.

The amendment was agreed to.




" antin Battery E,

1888.

CONGRESSIONAT, RECORD—SENATE.

2559

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, read the

third time, and passed.
M. J. FOGG.

The bill (8. 1928) granting a pension to M. J. Fogg was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported from the Committee
on Pensions with an amendment, in line 7, before the word ** Virginia,’
to strike out ** West;”’ so as to make the bill read:

Be il enacted, ele., That the Seeretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,au-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and
limitations of the pension laws, the name of M, J. Fogg, late a second lienten-
Virginia Light Artillery.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in,

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

: MRS, MARGARET PICKERING-COPELAND.

The bill (8. 1678) granting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Pickering-
Copeland was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes
to place on the pension-roll the name of Mrs, Margaret Pickering-Cope-
land, widow of Capt. Lafayette Pickering, late of Company F, First
Regiment Ohio Cavalry Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

DAVID HEINBACH.

The bill (8. 1219) granting a pension to David Heinbach was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of David Heinbach, Company G, One hundred and
seventy-third Pennsylvania Volunteers. :

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARY C. JOINSTON.

The bill (8. 1504) granting a pension to Mary C. Johnston was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Mary C. Johnston, danghter of Eleazor John-
ston, Company A, Sixty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOHN W. REYNOLDS.

The bill (8. 1542) granting a pension to John W. Reynolds was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, It proposes toplace on the pen-
sion-roll the name of John W. Reynolds, late of the One hundred and
fifty-seventh Ohio Volnnteer Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JUDSON ENIGHT.

The bill (8. 1192) granting a pension to Judson Knight was consid-

" ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-

sion-roll the name of Judson Knight, late chief of scouts at headquar-
ters of the armies operating against Richmond, as though he had been
regularly mustered into the United States Army, with the rank of eap-
tain of volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MRS. AVIS J. HOCKEY.

The bill (S.2253) granting a pension to Mrs. Avis J. Hockey was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
gnulon—mll the name of Mrs. Avis J. Hockey, widow of William

ockey, late a corporal in Company G, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MRS. ELLA M. GROVER.

The-bill (8. 2254) to increase the pension of Mrs. Ella M. Grover
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on
the pension-roll the name of Mrs. Ella M. Grover, widow of Cuvier
Grover, late colonel of the First United States Cavalry, at the rate of
$50 a month in lieu of that she is now receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

AMANDA W. BEACH. -

The bill (8. 2255) granting a pension to Amanda W. Beach was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
%ension-roll the name of Amanda W. Beach, dependent mother of

enry H. Beach, late a private in Company D, Seventh Regiment of
Massachusetts Yolunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

TITUS WILDER.

The bill (8. 2064) granting a pension to Titus Wilder was considered

as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported from the Committee

on Pensions with amendments, in line 6, after the word *‘ Navy,” to
insert *‘as armorer;’’ and in line 9, before the word * dollars,” to
strike ont “ fifty *’ and insert *‘ seventy-two;’’ s0 as to make the bill
read: .

B it enacted, ele., That the Secrelary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and direeted to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisionsand
limitations of the peunsion laws, the name of Titus Wilder, who served in the
United States Navy as armorer during the war with Mexico in 1846 and 1847, at
the rate of §72 per month, in lien of the pension he is now receiving.

Mr. COCKRELL. ILet the report be read.
The Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. DAvis
March G, 1888;

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (3. 2084) granting
a pension to Titus Wilder, have examined the same, and report: »

The record of the Pension Bureau shows that this claimant while in the United
States service as armorer's mate upon the United States brig Lawrence lost his
left eye while performing duty, and by an accident incident to that dutyy He
was forging a t-hook, which slipped from the tongs and fell into a pail of
water. The hot steam flew upwards, struck the left eye, destroyed the optic
nerve and the sight of the left eye, and affected the right eye until the year 1857,
when he became totally blind.

Upon this showing he was granted a pension of §8 per month June 17, 1887,
under the act of January 29, 1887, commonly called the Mexican pensions act.
ll)]y the terms of that statute no greater pension could have been allowed by the

ureau.

No reason can be imag-ined why this man 135:-‘ not to be pensionable in the
same sum that he would be hadl he been a so! in the late civil war and had
his total blindness resulted from the same incident to the perfor
of duty therein.

Your committee has so held in the case of Martin Kel , another veteran
of the Mexican war, upon whom the same affiiction has fallen. -

TII{: passage of the bill is therefore recommended, with the following amend-
ments:

Insert the words “‘as armorer's mate' after the word * Navy,” in line 0.

Strike out the word **tifty,” in line 8, and insert in lieu thereof the words
“seventy-two."

The amendments were agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ments were concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

JOSEPH WIETH.

The bill (8. 2033) granting a pension to Joseph Wirth was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported by the Commit-
tee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 8, after the word ** month,”” *
to strike out ‘‘and arrears at that rate from August 4, 1886,” and insert
“‘from and after the passage of this act;’’ so as to make the bill read:

Be it ena eto., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby, au-
thorized m?llatii'irected to place on the pension-roll, subject to thtepit:)vistom :nud 1
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Joseph Wirth, late quartermaster-
sergeant in Company L, Third New Jersey Cavalry, and pay him at the rate of
$30 per month from and after the passage of this act.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

JOHN FOX.

The bill (8. 1919) granting a pension to John Fox was considered as
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll
the name of John Fox, Iate a member of Company H, Beventh Regi-
ment Massachusetts Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARTHA F. WOODRUM.

The bill (8. 2166) granting a pension to Martha F. Woodrnm was
announced as next in order on the Calendar.
Mr. BECK. We passed a Hounse bill similar to that a few minutes

ago.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The House hill for the benefit of
the same person having been passed, the Senate bill will be indefinitely

postponed.
WILLIAM KNIGHT AND OTHERS.

The bill (8. 341) granting pensions to William Knight, Jacob Par-
rott, William Reddick, and John Whollam was considered as in Com-
mittee of the Whole. It was reported from the Committee on Pen-
sions with an amendment, in line 9, to strike out the name *' William
Reddick; "’ so as to make the bill read:

Be it ¢nacted, ele., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and direeted to place on the pension-roli, subiect to the provisions and
limitations of the act approved July 7, 1884, entitled ** Anactgranting pensions
to Wilson W. Brown and others,” the name of Willinm Knight, late of Com-
g&uuy E, Twenty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and Jacob Parrott and John

¥hollam, late of the Thirty-third Ohio Yolunteer Infantry.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

The title was amended so as to read: “‘A bill granting pensions to
William Knight, Jacob Parrott, and John Whollam.’’
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CAROLINE RUPPERT.

The bill (S. 996) granting a pension to Caroline Ruppert was con-
gidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-rolls the name of Caroline Ruppert, widow of Christian Rup-
pert, late a private in Company F, Second Regiment of Michigan Cav-

' alry Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
CHARLES WAGEMANN.

The bill (8. 1153) for the relief of Charles Wagemann was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of Charles Wagemann, late a private in Company E, Sev-
enth Missouri Cavalry, at the rate of $24 per month, in lien of that
which he now receives.

The hill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

PUBLIC BUILDING AT BUFFALO.

The bill (H. R. 1678) to authorize the purchase of a site for a public
%rxli‘lqling at Buffalo, N. Y., was considered as in Committee of the

ole.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER BRIDGE AT MEMPHIS.

The bill (H. R. 2027) to authorize the construction of a bridge across
the Mississippi River at Memphis, Tenn., was announced as next in
order on the Calendar.

Mr. TELLER. There seems to be a minority report in that case,
and I suppose the bill will lead to some discussion.

Mr. HARRIS. I hope the Senator from Colorado will not object to
the consideration of the bill. The people whom I have the honor to
represent are exceedingly anxious and earnest in their desire to have
this bill passed at the earliest moment possible.

Mr. TELLER. If there is any member of the minority here, I shall
not object.
Mr. HARRIS. Here is one at my elbow.

Mr. TELLER. Then I shall not object.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. There being no objection, the bill is
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Commerce with amend-
ments. "

The first amendment was, in section 3, line 2, after the word ‘‘ spans,”’
to strike out the words:

The two middle or channe] spans thereof shall not be less than 600 feet in
length in the clear,and no n shall be less than 450 feet in length in the elear.

And to insert: 4

Before approving the plans for said bridge, the Seerelary of War shall order
three engineer officers from the Engineer Bureau to be detailed to the duty of ex-
amining, by actual inspection, the locality where ssid bridge is to be built, and
to report what shall be the fength of the main channel span and of the other
spans: Provided, That the main channel span shall in no event be less than 700
feet in length, or the other spans less than 600 feet each in length; and if the
report of said officers shall be approved by the Secretary of War, the spans of
mﬂlobrldge shall be of the length so required.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. COKE. I feel that it is my duty to object to the consideration
of the bill at this time. The entire membership of the Commerce
Committee, from which the bill comes, is absent not only from the Sen-
ate but from the city. Several members of that committee feel a great
interest in the bill and desire very much to be here when it is passed
upon by the Senate. I am entirely willing that the bill shall retain
its place on the Calendar, but I ask that it may go over.

Mr. HARRIS. Of course the objection carries the bill over despite
anything I can do or say. Inasmuch as the Senator from Texas has
objected, and by his objection carries it over, I take occasion now and
here to give notice that at the moment, and the first moment, that the
morning business of next Monday is concluded, if I canindunce the Chair
to recognize me, I shall invoke the aid of a majority of this body toen-
ahle me to have the bill considered.

Mr. PLATT. I shall have to object to it when that motion is made.

Mr. HARRIS. I should like to know why the Senator from Con-
necticut would object within the morning hour.

Mr. PLATT. Becaunse—

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
mous consent.

Mr. PLATT. Because, Mr. President, I have discovered that when
a contested matter is taken up during the morning hour it invariably
runs over past the hour of 2 o’clock, and thereby gets to be the unfin-
ished business of the Senate, having precedence of other unfinished
business, when the Senate does not intend to give it that operation. -

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to say to my friend from Connecticat that the
notice I gave was that I should move in the morning hour and ask a
majority of the Senate to proceed to consider the bill. I did not say
I would ask unanimous consent. The Senator may object, but it will
take a majority of this body to make the objection effective.

. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The next bill on the Calendar will
be announced. :

Debate can only proceed by unani-

STEPHEN C. LOBDILL.

The bill (8. 760) granting a pension to Stephen C. Lobdill was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Stephen C. Lobdill, late of Company G,
Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third {ime, and passed.

CLARISSA HARVEY.

The bill (H. R. 7237) granting a pension to Clarissa Harvey was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Clarissa Harvey, widow of Henry B. Harvey,
late a private in Company C, Tenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers. -

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

FREDERICK AUGUSTIN.

The bill (H. R. 5499) granting an increase of pension to Frederick
Augustin was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes
to place on the pension-roll the name of Frederick Augustin, late a pri-
vate in Company I, Twenty-first Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer In-
fantry, at the rate of $36 per month, in lien of the pension he is now
receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

HEIRS OF MARTIN KENOFSKY.

The bill (8. 1671) for the relief of the heirs of Martin Kenofsky was
considered as in Committee of the Whole,

The bill was reported from the Committee on Foreign Relations with
an amendment, in lines 6 and 7, to strike out ‘' $8,861 '’ and insert
4$4,992.50;"" so as to make the bill read:

* That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hercby, directed to pay, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the heirs or legal”
representatives of Martin Kenofsky the sum of $4,992.50, in full of all demands
for and on account of the claim of the said Kenofsky for the proceeds derived
from the sale of $4,902.50 of gold coin belonging to him and used in the service
of the United States.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was conecurred in. , .

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third

time, and passed. :
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its
Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate:

A bill (H. R. 671) for the relief of the heirs of John 8. Fillmore, de-
ceased;

A bill (H. R. 2996) to confirm the title of the heirs or legal repre-
sentatives of Henry Volcker, deceased, to a certain tract of land in the
Territory of New Mexico;

A bill (H. R. 6394) for the relief of Hayem & Taylor; and

A bill (H. R. 6879) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to con-
vey to Anson Rudd, of the State of Colorado, certain real estate in the
county of Fremont, in said State.

MOBILE MARINE DOCK COMPANY,

The bill (8. 439) for the relief of the Mobile Marine Dock Company
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary
of the Treasury to pay to the Mobile Marine Dock Company, or its au-
thorized agent or attorney, the sum of $36,202.65, in full payment for
the use and ocenpation of and damages to %:‘roperty taken of the com-
pany from the 16th of April to the 15th of November, 1865, inclusive.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

PAY OF ACTING REAR-ADMIRALS,

The bill (S. 1510) allowing the pay of rear-admirals to commodores
while acting as rear-admirals was announced as next in order.

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear some reason for that.

" The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator reporting the bill [Mr.
CHANDLER] is not in his seat.

Mr. COCKRELL. I think it had better be passed over, retaining
its place on the Calendar.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The bill will be passed over without
prejudice. :
PAY OF ENSIGNS OF THE NAVY.

The bill (S. 831) to regulate the pay of ensigns of the United States
Navy was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The Committee on Naval Affairs reported an amendment, in line 5,
after the word ‘‘ dollars,’’ to insert the words ‘‘ per annum;" so as to
make the bill read:

Be it enacled, ele., That from and after the passage of this act ensigns in the
Navy shall receive 81,700 per annum when at sea, §1,400 per annum when on
shore duty, and $1,000 per annum when on leave or waiting orders ; and section
1556 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended accordingly.

The amendment was agreed to.
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The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.
REV. WORCESTER WILLEY.

The bill (8. 1084) for the relief of the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions, Rev.'Worcester Willey, and Esther Smith,
was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The Committee on Claims reported the bill with an amendment to
strike out all after the enacting clause and insert:

That the SBecretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to
Worcester Willey, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri-
ated, the sum ofyélﬂi; and tial; mic{ sum be in full of the claim of ‘V%mster
Willey against the United States,

The amendment was agreed to. .

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in. :

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

The title was amended so as to read: “‘A hill for the relief of Rev.
Worcester Willey.”’

MARGARET KENNEDY.

The bill (8. 307) for the relief of Margaret Kennedy was considered
as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Claims with an amend-
ment to strike out all after the enacting clanse and insert:

That the Quartermaster-General be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed
to ascertain and state the value of all timber, fences, and fruit trees on the farm
of John Kennedy, deceased, situated in the District of Columbia, upon which
Fort Sedgwick was erected, taken and used for firewood by the Army of the
United States, and also the value of all timber sold by the Government which
had been taken from said farm and used in the construction of said fort. And
the amount go stated shall be paid, out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise n;:rmgrluted. to Margaret Kennedy, the widow and sole executrix of John
Kennedy, deceased.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third
time, and passed.

OREGON ORDNANCE STORES.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the
bill (8. 29) to anthorize the Secretary of War to credit the State of Oregon
with the sum of $12,398.55, for ordnance and ordnance stores to be issued
to the Territory of Washington on account of said State, in payment for
ordnance and ordnance stores borrowed by said State of said Territory
during the Nez Percé Indian war of 1877 and 1878, and for other pur-

poses.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with
amendments, after the word *‘ cause,’’ at the end of line 3, to strike out
‘* the State of Oregon to be credited on its ordnance account with the
sum of $12,398.50, and to issue, in accordance with the request of the
governor of Oregon and on account of said State,’” and insert *‘ to be
issued;’’ in line 9, before the word *‘payment,” to insert *‘ full,’’ and
after *‘ payment’’ toinsert ‘‘and liguidation;’’ inline 10, after the word
‘‘State,” toinsert ‘‘of Oregon;” and after the word ‘‘cents,’’ in line
13, to insert ‘‘ and the said charge against Oregon of $12,398.55, on the
books of the War Department, is hereby ordered to be canceled;’’ so
as to make the bill read:

Be it enacled, ele., That the Secrel.mwf War be, and he is hereby, directed to
cause to be issned to the Territory of Washington, in full payment and liguida-
tion of ordnance and ordnance stores borrowed by said State of Oregon of said
Territory, and lost or rendered useless in service, ordnance and ordnance stores
of the value of §12,398.55, and the said charge against Oregon of §12,398.55, on
the books of the War Department, is hereby directed to be canceled.

The amendments were to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The amendments reported by the
Committee on Military Affairs to the preamble will now be stated.

The CHIEF CLERK. Inthe third clanse of the preamble, line 1, after
the word ‘‘accouterments,’”” the committee report to strike out *‘nee-
essary to properly equip her militia and’ and insert ‘‘nor credit on
her ordnance acconnt sufficient to return said arms, ete., borrowed;
and;”’ so as to make the clause read:

Whereas said State has not arms and accouterments nor credit on her ord-
nance account sufficient to return said arms, ete., borrowed; and.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was to strike out clanses 4 and 5 of the pream-
ble, as follows:

Whereas the governor of said State has requested the Secrelary of War to issue
to the said Territory of Washington, on account of said State, ordnance and
ordnance stores of the character and in the quantity so borrowed;

and
Whereas the Secretary of War is unable to do so, because the 'is only at this
time $10,90 to the credit of said State. Ry,

The amendment was agreed to.
XIX—-161

The preamble as amended was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read: “‘A bill to authorize the Secre-
tary of War to issne ordnance and ordnance stores to the Territory of
‘Washington in payment for ordnance and ordnance stores borrowed by
the State of Oregon of said Territory during the Nez Percé Indian war
of 1877 and 1878, and for other purposes.’’

JOHN I. MARION.

The bill (8. 1772) for the relief of John H. Marion was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to relieve John H. Marion,
of Prescott, Ariz., from the payment of $1,042.45, claimed to be due
from him to the Government of the United States on account of the non-
fulfillment of a contract for hay made with the chief quartermaster,
Department of Arizona, dated Whipple Barracks, May 15, 1884,

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

HEIRS OF FIDUS LIVERMORE.

The bill (H. R. 3758) for the relief of the legal heirs of Fidus Liver-
more, deceased, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro-
vides for the payment to Sarah Livermore, widow and administratrix
of the late Fidus Livermore, of Jackson, Mich., of §766.50, for services
performed in his lifetime as commandant of camp of the Twentieth
Regiment of Michigan Infantry ($210), and services as commandant of
camp of the Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry ($550), and for money ex-
pended ($41.50) for necessary expenses while discharging the duties
of commandant of camp during the organization of the Twentieth and
Twenty-sixth Michigan Regiments of Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

CHARLES THOMAS,

The bill (8. 1178) for the relief of Capt. Charles Thomas, of the United
States Navy, was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The Committee on Naval Affairs reported an amendment in line 8,
after the words *‘ United States,”’ to strike out ‘‘ and that the transfer
shall take effect from the same date as that of other officers of the same
rank who were refired at the same time and for the same causes;’’ so
as to make the hill read:

Be it enacled, efe., That the Secretary of the Navy be, and heis hereby, author-
ized and empowered to transfer Capt. Charles Thomas, of the retired-list of the
United States Navy, from furlough pay to the 75 per cent. pay of retired officers,
under section 1588 of the Revised Statutes of the United States,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, read the third

time, and passed.
MARY PENFIELD.

The bill (H. R. 6071) for the relief of Mary Penfield was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of Mary Penfield, latea nurse in the United States Army,
at the rate of $25 per month.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARY B. KIRBY. .

The bill (H. R. 4626) for the relief of Mary B. Kirby was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll,
at $50 per month, the name of Mary B. Kirby, widow of Reynold Mar-
vin Kirby, major of the First Regiment of United States Artillery, who
died at Fort Sullivan in the year 1842, while in the line of duty, from
disease contracted in the service,

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

J. Q. BARTON.

The joint resolution (H. Res. 68) in favor of J. Q. Barton, was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It authorizes Paymaster J. Q.
Barton, of the Navy, to accept the decoration of the ‘‘ Order of the Ris-
ingSun,’” conferred upon him by the Emperor of Japan as evidence of
his appreciation of services rendered by that officer to the Japanese
Government. -

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment,
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

FLORIDA G. CASEY.

The bill (8. 1843) granting increase of pension to Florida G. Casey
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to %laca
on the pension-roll the name of Florida G. Casey, widow of Bvt. Brig.
Gen. Bilas Casey, of the Regular Army, at the rate of $100 per month
in lien of that which she is now receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MRS. ELIZABETH B. DYER. ¥

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next order of business, the bill
(S. 1348) granting a pension to Mrs, Elizabeth B. Dyer, being ad-
versely reported, goes over.
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CENTENNIAL OF THE CONSTITUTION,

The bill (8. 2292) to provide for a celebration at the national eap-
ital in 1889, in honor of the centennial of the Constitution of the United
Btates, was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
JAMES 8. JOUETT.

The bill (8. 1387) authorizing the appointment of James 8. Jouett
to a first lientenancy of cavalry in the United States Army was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with
an amendment, to add to it the following proviso:

Provided, That said Jouett shall receive no pay or allowances of any kind for
the period between the date of his dismissal and date of his appointment un-
der the provision of this bill.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

- ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its
Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the Honse had signed the follow-
ing enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the President

tem &

A bilplm{"‘é. 2550) appropriating $20,000 for expenses of special and se-
lect committees]of the Senate; and

A bill (H. R. 3957) for the relief of Peter Marck, Thomas J. Wright,
administrator, and others,

AMENDMENT TO A BILL.

Mr. MITCHELL submitted an amendment intended to be
by him to the consular and diplomatic appropriations bill; which was
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed.
JAMES H. REEVE.

Mr. PADDOCK. I ask unanimous consent of the Senate to take up
House bill 3898, Order of Business 762, being a bill granting increase
of pension to James H. Reeve.

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the regular order.

Mr. PADDOCK. I think if the Senator will hear my statement he
will grant my request, This pensioner has undergone a re-examina-
tion; he is.now in the extremity of death; and, under the circum-
stances, I think there will be no objection to passing the bill. Itisa
House bill.

Mr. COCKRELL. Theare many House bills on the Calendar. Let
us go on with the Calendar regularly.

Mr. HOAR. Perhaps we can reach that bill to-day.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. - The regular order will be reported.

ZEB WARD.

The bill (S.321) for the relief of Zeb Ward, of Little Rock, Ark.,
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for the pay-
ment to Zeb Ward of $20,390.80, balance of account for the keeping
of United States prisoners in the State penitentiary of Arkansas from
April 1, 1876, to March 31, 1883, Ward having been the lesseeof the
penitentiary during that time.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas, subsequently said: The Senate a few mo-
ments age passed Order of Business 579. There was an amendment
reported by the Committee on Claims which was overlooked. The
bill passed by an oversight, and I move at the end of thebillanamend-
ment for the purpose of making it as the committee recommend it.

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chief Clerk will report the bill
by title.

JrT]w Crier CLERK. A bill (8. 321) for the relief of Zeb Ward, of
Little Rock, Ark.

Mr, JONES, of Arkansas, The committee recommend an amend-
ment. There is a mistake in the print. The committee recommend
striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words *‘ twenty thousand three hun-
ti}-gd and I}inety dollars and eighty cents’’ and insertinginlien thereot

19,615.”

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous consent the vote by
which the bill was ordered to a third reading and passed will be con-
sidered as reconsidered for the purpose of making this amendment.
The amendment will be reported.

Mr. SPOONER. That is a committee amendment?

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. Yes, sir.

The Ca1EF CLERK. In line 6, after the words ' snm of," it is pro-
posed to strike out ‘*$20,390.80°! and insert *‘ $19,615."

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

WILLIAM A. BEVENS.

The bill (8. 317) for the relief of William A. Bevens was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. .

The Committee on Claims reported the bill with an amendment, in
section 1, line 10, after the words ‘‘sums as,’’ to strike out ‘‘ he shall
be fairly entitled to’’ and insert ‘‘ he was compelled by the State of
Arkansas or other superior force to surrender, and with such other
sums as in equity should be allowed;’’ so as to make the section read:

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and re-
qnired toopen and restate the accounts between the United States and William
A, Bevens as receiver of public moneys at Batesville, Ark, That in such re-
stat t of said s the S tary shall charge Bevens with all such sums
of money as were in his hands at any time as receiver as aforesaid, and shall
credit him with all such sums as he was compelled by the State of Arkansas or
other superior force to surrender, and with such other sums as in equity should
be allowed credit for, notwithstanding any previous rejection of such items by
the Treasury Department or by any other tribunal,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

MARY ANN DOUGHERTY.

The bill (8. 1547) granting a pension to Mary Ann Dougherty was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Mary Ann Dougherty, at the rate of §12 a
month.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

RACHEL A. SINKINSON.

The bill (8. 1101) granting a ion to Rachel A. Sinkinson was con-
sidered as in Committee of the %?ﬁ:le. It proposes to place the name
of Rachel A. Sinkinson, widow of Robert Sinkinson, late a private in
Company K, Eighty-eighth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, on
the pension-roll.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

HENRY PULSKY.

The bill (8. 702) granting a pension to Henry Pulsky was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 1o place on the pension-
roll the name of Henry Pulsky, late a private in Company I, Second
Massachusetts Cavalry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

CHEROKEE FREEDMEN.

The hbill (8.1494) to secure the Cherokee freedmen and others their
proportion of certain proceeds of lands, under the act of March 3, 1883,
was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

The preamble was agreed to.

CRIMES BY INDIANS.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 2004) to amend the ninth section of an act entitled ““An act
making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of the
Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various
Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1886, and for other pur-
poses,’”’ approved March 3, 1885.

It proposes to amend the section referred to so as to read:

Sec. 9. That immedialeiyn[;‘on and after the date of the passage of this act nll
Indians committing against the person or property of another Indian or other
person any of the following erimes, ly, murder, laughter, rape, assault
with intent to kill, arson, burglary, or lareeny, within any Territory of the United
States, and either within or withoutan Indian reservation, shall be subject Lhere-
for to the laws of such Territory relating to said crimes, and shall be tried there-
for in the same courts and in the same manner, and shall be subject to the same
penalties, as are all other persons charged with the commission of said crimes,
respectively; and the said courts are hereby given jurisdiction in all such cases:
Provided, That in all cases where any of said crimes shall be committed against
the person or prol)erty of another Indian, the judge of the court before which
such Indian may be tried shall certify to the Attorney-General of the United
States the cost of the apprehension and trial of such Indian, and the Attorney-
General shall cause the same to be reimbursed to the Territory, or any county
thereof, incurring the same, out of funds that may be available or approimriuled
for that purpose: And provided further, That the cost of the support and main-
tenance of Indians convicted of any of said erimes against the person or prop-
erty of another Indian, and sentenced to imprisonment, shall borne by the
United States. And all Indians committing any of the above erimes against
the person or property of another Indian or other person, within the boundaries
of any State ol?the Uu{l‘ed States and within the limits of any Indian reservation,
or within the limits of any portion of the Indian Territory not set apart for and
occupied by the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, or Seminole Indian
tribes, shall be subject to the same laws, tried in the same courts and in the same
manner, and be subject to the same penalties as are all other persons commit-
ting any of the above crimes within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United
States, -

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

RIGHT OF WAY OVER MINNESOTA INDIAN LANDS.

The bill (H. R. 1584) granting the right of way to the Daluth, Rainy

Lake River and Southwestern Railway Company through certain In-
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dian Jandsin the State of Minnesota was considered as in Committee
of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs with
amendments.

The first amendment was, at the end of section 3, to add the follow-
ing proviso: .

Provided, That the consent of the Indians to said right of way shall be ob-
tained by said railroad company, in such manner as the dent may be,
before any right under this act shall accrue to said company.

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, in section 4,line 4, after the word ‘‘thereof,”
to insert:

And also to ascertain and fix the awount 05 mrmpfmau:\n to be made to indi-

'or da

vidual members of the several tribes or ined by them
by reason of the construction of said road.

So as to read: i
SEc. 4. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to fix the
amount of compensation to be paid the Indians for such rifht of way and lands,
and provide the time and manner for the payment thereof, and also to ascertain
and fix the amount of compensation to be made to individual members of the
several tribes or bands for damages sustained by them by reason of the con-
struction of said road.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 4, line 13, after the word *‘ In-
terior,”” to insert ‘‘which approval shall be made in writing and be
open for the inspection of any party interested therein;'’ and in line 18,
after the words ‘‘regard for,”’ to insert ‘‘the rights of;’ so as to read:

But no right of any kind shall vest in said railway company in or to any part
of the ri of way herein provided for until plats thereof, niade upon actual
survey for the definite location of such milmnga. and including the points for
station buildings, depots, yards, machine-shops, side-tracks, turn-outs, and
water-stations, shall be filed with and approved by the Secretary of the Interior,
which approval be made in writing and be open for the ins ion of any
party interested therein; and until the compensation aforesaid been fixed
and paid; and the surveys and construction and operation of such railroad shall
be conducted with due regard for the rights of the Indians, and in accordance
with such rules and ations as the Secretary of the Interior may make to
carry out this provision.

The amendment was agreed tfo.
The next amendment was to strike out section 6, in the following
words:
Sgrc. 6. This act shall take effect and bein force from and after its passage and
publication.
And in lien thereof to insert:
Sme. 6. That said railway company shall accept this right of way upon the ex-

press condition, binding upon itself, its successors and ass that it will
neither aid, ndvi'se, nor assist in any effort looking towards the changing or ex-

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
‘Were con in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

J. T. AND C. T. HULETT.

The bill (8. 113) for the relief of J. T. and C. T. Hulett was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for paying to J. T.
and C. T. Hulett, of Dixon, Wyo., or their legal representatives, $7,900,
in full compensation for the depredation committed by the White
River Ute Indians, September 13, 1570, at Routt County, Colorado; that
amount having been recommended by the Secretary of the Interior to
the House of Representatives for an appropriation February 20, 1884,
there existing a treaty fund to pay it.

Mr. COCKRELL. I would ask the Senator from Colorado to accept
an amendment in line 9, after the word ‘' Colorado,’’ to insert ‘‘out of
their treaty fund;’’ so that the bill shall direct the payment to be made
out of that fand.

Mr. TELLER. There can be no objection to that, I think.
leée EREEIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated from

e desk.

The CHIEF CLERK. In line9, after the word *‘ Colorado,’” it is pro-
posed to insert ‘‘ out of their treaty fund.”

The amendment was to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed. i

CATALOGUE OF CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY.

The bill (S. 2293) to provide for complefing the catalogue of the
Congressional Library was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

COLUMN T0O COMMEMORATE BATTLE OF TRENTON,

The bill (8. 599) in regard to a monumental column to commemo-,
rate the battle of Trenton, and appropriating $30,000, was considered
as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on the Library with amend-
ments, in line 6, after the word *‘ Trenton,’’ to insert *‘ in the State of
New Jersey;’’ in line 10, after the word ‘‘raised,” to insert ‘‘prior to
the issue of said order,’’ and in line 13, after the word ‘‘dollars,”’ to
insert ‘‘additional thereto;’’ so as to make the bill read:

uugutahing;he present tenure of the Indians in their lands, and will not I
to secure from the Indian lribw further grant of land, or its occupancy,
than is hereinbefore provided: ded, That any violation of the condition
mentioned in this section shall operate as a forfeiture of all the rights and privi-
leges of said railway company under this act.

The amendment was to. :

The next amendment was to add as a new section the following:

Mimc. 7. That Congress may at any time amend, add to, alter, or repeal this

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time. .

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

Mr. DAWES. Imove that the Senate insist on its amendments, and
ask for a conference with the House of Representatives on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses, :

The motion was agreed to.

By unanimous consent, the President pro tempore was anthorized to
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. DAWES, Mr.
HEARsT, and Mr. BOWEN were appointed.

INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL IN MICHIGAN,

The bill (8. 1869) to provide for the éstablishment and maintenance
of an Indian industrial school in the State of Michigan was considered
as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs with
amendments.

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 5, after the word ‘‘lands,”’
to insert ““not less than 200 acres, which, in his opinion, are snitably
located for that purpose;’’ so as to make the section read:

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, authorized to accept
from the State of Michigan, or any cory tion or p , any lands, not less
than 200 acres, which, in his opinion, are suitably located for that which
may be donated to the United States for the purpose of establishing an Indian
industrial or training school, and also to receive from said State, or any corpo-
ration or person,any donation that may be made for the purposes of said school,

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was to strike out section “3, in the following
words:

SEC. 3. That the further sum of §10, 000 be, and the same hereby is, appropri-
ated, out of any money in the Treasury not oth erwise a%prapﬂ.nwd, Iu:fho pur-
chase of lands for the pu specified in section 2 of this act, in case no sa
factory donation of hmdﬁ made by said State, or any corporation or person.

The amendment was agreed to.

Be it led, efe., That the sum of £30,000 be, and the same is hereby, appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be ex-
ended by said association in erecting and completing on the battle-field of
nton, in the State of New Jersey, a suitable monument, the money to be
paid to the association aforesaid under the order of the Secretary of War: Pro-
vided, however, That the eaid The Trenton Battle Monument Association shall
have raised, prior to the issue of said order, to be expended in the erection of
sajd monument and in the purchase and improvement of the site, at least the
sum of §30,000 additional thereto : And provided further, That the design for the
said monument shall be approved by the Secretary of War; and the sum herein
appr:pna.tea shall not be available until a contract is made to complete the
work,
The amendments were to.
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-
ments were concurred in.
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.
The preamble was to.
The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill in to a monu-
mental column to commemorate the battle of Trenton, in the State of
New Jersey, and appropriating $30,000.”

HOURS OF LABOR OF LETTER-CARRIERS.

The bill (8, 117) to extend to letter-carriers the advantages secured
to other employés of the United States by section 3738 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the hours of labor, was announced as next in order
on the Calendar.

Mr. BLAIR. That is a bill which was passed by the Senate in the
last Congress, and has been again reported to the Senate favorably.
Substantially the same bill has been passed in the House unanimously
and has come to the Senate, and, having been referred to the Committee
on Education and Labor, has been reported by me favorably to-day.
I desire to move to take up the House bill instead of this, and then
this may be indefinitely postponed. 2

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order can be made by unani-
mous consent.

The bill (H. R. 1645) to limit the hours that letter-carriers in cities
shall be employed per day was read by its title.

Mr. REAGAN. I ask that that bill go over.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The Senator from Texas objecting,
the bill goes over.

Mr. BLATIR. I hope the Senator will hear me a moment in regard
to the matter,

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that the rale be enforced. .
The PRESIDENT protempore. Is there objection to the Senator from
New Hampshire proceeding?
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Mr. BLAIR. I do not think the Senator from Texas understands
that this is a bill which has the House unanimousiy, and that
in substance the Senate did'pass it at the last session, and that it has
been reported unanimously by the Committee on Education and Labor
at this session; and I desire, and those interested desire, to have the
matter disposed of. It will take but a moment.

Mr. REAGAN. There are thousands of bills that get through on
the same old plea, that everybody in office wants something more than
he has got, more time to himsﬁll‘,y less time for work.

Several SENATORS. Regular order!

The PRESIDENT protempore. The next bill in order will be stated.

Mr. BLAIR. TIask that the last order remain in its place on the
Calendar.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over with-
out prejudice, nunless objection be made to that course.

ABRIDGMENTS OF LETTERS PATENT.

The bill (8. 2304) to provide for continuing the work of classified
abridgments of letters patent granted by the United States was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

DISPOSITION OF DEPARTMENTAL PAPERS. :

The bill (8. 2305) to authorize and provide for the disposition of use-
ler? papers in the Executive Departments was announced as next in
order.

Mr. HOAR. Let that go over.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over under
ohjection.

Mr, HOAR. I have no objection to its keeping its place on the Cal-
endar, but I wish to make a suggestion about it when there is time.

II. W. SHIPLEY.

The bill (8. 720) for the relief of H. W. Shipley was considered as in
Committee of the Whole. It provides for the payment to H. W. Ship-
ley of $2,487.38, in full compensation for work done and materials fur-
nished by him in excess of that required of him by his agreement with
the Indian Bureau in the construction of a grist-mill and saw-mill at
the Nez Percé Indian agency, in the Territory of Idaho.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MINERAL LANDS,

The bill (8. 1888) to amend chapter 6 of Title XXXTI, of the Revised
Statutes, relating to mineral lands and mining resources, was an-
nounced as next in order. |

Mr. STEWART. Let that go over without prejudice. There will
be other amendments besides that reported by the committee,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The bill will be passed over withont
prejudice.

RECORDS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The bill (8. 2307) for the correction of the records of the District of
Columbia in relation to certain real estate therein was conszidered as
in Committee of the Whole, It is a direction to the commissioners of
the District of Columbia to remove from the records of the District all
evidence of indebtedness against lot G and part of lot F, in square 226,
in the city of Washington, so far as that indebtedness relates to special
assessment against those lots levied in the year 1870 for special im-
provements along Pennsylvania avenue northwest; the owners of the
lots to give bond in double the sum of the assessment to indemnify
the District against any loss.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ALFRED PLEASONTON.

The bill (8. 682) authorizing the President to appoint and retire Al-
fred Pleasonton a major of cavalry in the Army of the United States
was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with
_ an amendment to add the following proviso:

Provided, That he shall receive no compensation prior to appointment under
this act, and shall thereafter draw no pension.

Mr. REAGAN. Let that go over.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over under
objection.

JACOB ROHXN.

The bill (S. 1336) for the removal of the charge of desertion from
the military record of Jacob Rohn was considered as in Committee of
the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with
an amendment, in section 1, line 8, after the word *‘ July,”’ to insert
‘“first, eighteen hundred and sixty-five;’! soas to make the section read:

That the Secretars of War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to
canse the rds to be so ded as to remove the charge of desertion from
the military record of Jacob Rohn, late a member of Company A of the Elev-

enth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and that he give to the said Jacob
Rohn an honorable discharge as of date July 1, 1865.

The amendment was agreed to.

“

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amendment
was concurred in,

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

CHARLES L. BULLIS.

The bill (8. 1415) for the removal of the charge of desertion from the
military record of Charles L. Bullis was considered as in Committee of
the Whole,

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

NAVAL RETIREMENTS.

The bill (S. 870) to provide for the retirement of a certain class of
officers in the United States Navy was announced as next in order.

Mr. COCKRELL. Let that bill go over for the present.
thT]:JalPRESIDEN'].‘ pro tempore. The bill will be passed over under

e ruie.

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator consent——

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not want the bill to lose its place on the
Calendar.

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator listen for a moment until I tell him
what the bill covers? :

i\[r. COCKRELL. Of course, but I think that is contrary to the
rule.

Mr. HALE. It is,if the Senator insists on his objection. The bill
only applies to the case of one or two officers of the Navy. At the
time an officer enters the Navy, under the rules of the Navy color-
blindness is not a personal or physical disqualification. Afterwards
during the service it is made so; and therefore he onght to have the
benefit of retiring upon that as much as if he had been struck by light-
ning and thereby made color-blind. This bill is only to relieve such
a case as that. ;

Mr. COCKRELL, I will examine it. It can retain its place npon
the Calendar,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over with-
out prejudice.

Mr. COCK RELL subsequently said: Order of Business No. 601, being
the bill (8. 870) to provide for the retirement of a certain class of
officers in the United States Navy, is a little different bill from what I
supposed, and I withdraw my objection. .

Mr. REAGAN. Iobject. Itisof the same class to which I have
objected before.

PUBLIC PARK AT TACOMA, WASH.

The bill (8. 1870) granting certain lands in Pierce County, Washing-
ton Territory, to the city of Tacoma, for the purposes of a public park,
was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Lands with
amendments. .

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 4, after the word *‘ Wash-
ington,’’ to insert the words *‘ the right to occupy, improve, and con-
trol; ¥ in line 5, after the word ‘‘p es,”” to strike out the words
‘‘ hereinafter set forth ’’ and insert ‘‘ of a public park for the use and
benefit of the citizens of the United States, and for no other purposes
whatever;’’ so that the section will read:

That there is hereby granted to the city of Tacoma, in the county of Pierce,
in the Territory of Washington, the right to oceupy, improve, and control, for
the purposes of a public park for the useand benefit of the citizens of the United
States, and for no other purposes whatever, the following-deseribed pieces or
parcels of land, situate in the county of Pierce and Territory of Washington,
and described as follows, namely: Lots 1,2, 3, 4, 5, and 6,and the east half of
the southeast quarter, and the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter, and
the southwest quarter of the northeast quarter of section 15, township 21 north,
of range 2 east; and lots 1, 2, and 3,and the south half of the southwest quarter
of section 14, same township and range, and lots 1, 2, and 3 in seetion 10 of the
same township and range, containing 635 acres, more or less. #

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was to strike out section 2, asfollows:

Sgc, 2. That said lands are hereby granted to the said city of Tacoma solely
for the purposes of a public park for the use and benefit of the citizens thercof,
::i?l for no other purpose whatsoever, and shall remain forever inalienable by

city.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was to strike out section 3, as follows:

SEgc, 8. That this grant is made upon the further condition that the said city
of Tacoma pay into the depository of the Treasury of the United States, in the
city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, within six months from the approval
of this act, the maximum Government price, namely, $2.50 per acre,

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 4, line 1, to strike ont the words
“‘Sec. 4. That said grant is made npon the further condition’’ and to
insert the word *‘ Provided;”’ in line 2, after the word *‘itself,’’ to strike
out the word ‘‘ forever’’ and to insert *‘the fee and;’’ in line 3, aften
the word ‘“‘right,’’ to insert ‘‘ forever;’’ in line 3, after the word ‘‘to,”’
to strike out ‘‘use or appropriate’’ and insert ‘‘resume possession and
occupys’’ in line 5, after the word *‘of,”’ to strike out ‘‘the proper offi-
cers of the Government’’ and insert *‘the President;”’ and in line 8,
after the word “‘defense,’’ to strike out ‘‘or welfare’’ and to insert the
words ‘‘or for such other disposition as Congress may determine, with-
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out any claim for compensation to said city for improvements thereon
or damages on account thereof;’’ so as to 2

Provided, That the United States reserves to itself the fee and the right for-
ever to resume possession and occupy any portion of said lands for naval or
military purposes whenever in the judgment of the President the exigl-}:eym
that should require the use and appropriation of the same for l.hn?u defense,
or for such other disposition as Congress may determine, without any claim for
fﬁmpcpmtion to said city for improvements thereon or damages on account

ereof.

The amendment was to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

The title of the bill was amended so as to read: ‘‘A bill granting the
use of certain lands in Pierce County, Washington Territory, to the city
of Tacoma, for the purposes of a public park.”

SEACOAST DEFENSES.

The bill (8. 62) to provide for fortifications and other seacoast de-
fenses was announced as next in order.

Mr, SPOONER. The Senator who reported that bill [Mr. DoLpH]
is absent, and I ask that the bill be passed over, retaining its place on

the Calendar. I do not suppose he wants it considered in his absence.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over without
prejudice.

RECORD OF WILLS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The bill (H. R. 1514) relating to the record of wills in the District
of Columbia was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr, SPOONER. I move to amend -the bill by inserting, after the
word ‘‘Columbia,’’ in line 6, ‘‘or by the late orphans’ court of said
District.”” All wills, as I understand, prior to 1870, were probated be-
fore the orphans’ court.

The amendment was agreed fo.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

Mr. SPOONER. Imove that the Senate insist upon its amendment,
and ask for a conference on the disagreeing votes with the House of
Representatives.

The motion was agreed to;and,; by unanimous consent, the President
pro tempore was authorized to appoint the conferees on the part of the
Senate, and Mr. SPOONER, Mr. FARWELL, and Mr. HARRIS were ap-
pointed

REFORM SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.

The bill (H. R. 1361) to incorporate the Reform School for Girls of
the District of Columbia was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Columbia
with an amendment, in section 2, line 3, after the, word *‘Colum-
bia,” to insert *‘subject to the approval of the commissioners thereof; »?
s0 as to make the section read: _

SEc. 2, That said corporation is hereby authorized and empowered to estab-
lish and maintain a reform school for girls at any place svithin the District of
Columbia, subject to the approval of the ! th f, and for that
purpose may take and receive, by gift, nt, or devise, such real estate and per-
sonal property as may be necessary fort epuripc_-aeaof said corporation :
That atthe dissolution of said corporation, or ifitshould cease for the s
months to maintain a reform school for girls, all the property, real
of said corporation shall vest in the District of Goiumbgta.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HOAR. 1 desire to inquire of the Senator who reported this
bill whether the public property held for District purposes in this Dis-
trict is yested in the District of Columbia as a corporate body, or in
the United States?

Mr. SPOONER. I understand it is vested in the United States.

Mr., HOAR. Then should not this hill be further amended in lines
10 and 11 of section 2 by substituting *‘ United States’’ for ‘* District
of Columbia ??’

Mr. SPOONER. I have no objection to that amendment.

Mr. HOAR. I move to strike out ** District of Columbia,”” in line
11 of section 2, and insert ** United States,’’

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time.

The bill was read the third time, and E

Mr. SPOONER. TIwmove that the Senate insiSt upon its amendments
and ask for a conference with the House of Representativeson the dis-
agreeing votes.

The motion was agreed to.

By unanimous consent the President pro tempore was authgri
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Mr. Spoo:
FARWELL, and Mr. HARRIS were appointed.
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PUBLIC BUILDING AT PUEBLO, COLO.

The bill (8. 105) for the erection of a public building at Pueblo,
Colo., was considered as in Committee of the Whole. nlc

The bill was reported from the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds with amendments. =

The first amendment was, in line 4, after the word ** procure,”’ to in-
sert ““by purchase or condemnation proceedings;”’ so as to read:

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di-
rected to procure, by purchase or condemnation pi ings, a proper site and
cause to erec! thereon & suitable building, with ﬁra—grouf vaults, in the
city of Pueblo, Colo., for the accommodation of the United States district court,
post-office, land office, and other Government offices in said city, at a cost not
exceeding £200,000, including eost of site, which site shall be such as will afford
AN Open space between the building hereby authorized and any other building
of not less than 40 feet.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 13, after the word *‘ thousand,”’ to
insert ‘‘and seventy-five;’ so as to read:

And the sum of §175,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose herein mentioned.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was to add to the bill the following proviso:

Provided, however, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury,
after the site shall have been procured for eaid structure, to cause plans and
specifications of said building to be prepared, and before the erection of said
building shall be commenced the said plans and specifications, and full estimates

forthe same, shall be made and approved according to law, and shall not ex-

ceed, for site and building complete, the sum of §175,000.
The amendment was agreed to.
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in. ;
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.
PUBLIC BUILDING AT BAY CITY, MICH.

The bill (H. R. 7623) for the erection of a public building at Bay
City, Mich., was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pablic Buildings and
Grounds with amendments, in line 4, after the words ‘‘ purchase or,”’
to strike out ‘' otherwise provide "’ and insert ‘' provide by purchase,
condemnation proceedings, or otherwise;’’ in line 13, after the words
‘*some of,’’ to strike out ‘‘one hundred and fifty”’ and insert ‘‘two
hundred;”’ and in line 23, after the words ‘‘sum of,”’ to strike out
“‘one hundred and fifty’’ and insert “‘two hundred;’’ so as to make
the bill read:

Be it enacled, ele., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he iz hereb;;. au-
thorized and directed to purchase or provide by purchase, condemnation pro-
ceedings, or otherwise, a site, and cause to be erected thereon a substantial and
commodious building, with fire-proof vaults, for the use and accommodation of
ihe United States courts, post-office, customs office, internal-revenue office, and
for other Government uses at Bay City, Mich. The site and building thercon,
when completed upon plans and specifications to be previously mage and ap-

roved by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall not exceed in cost the sum of
,000; nor shall any site be purchased until estimates for the erection of a
building which will furnish sufficient accommodations for the transaction of
the public business, and which shall not exceed in cost the balance of the sum
herein limited after the site shall have been purchased and paid for, shall have
been ag ved by the Secretary of the Treasury ; and no purchase of site nor plan
for said building shall be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury involving
an expenditure exceeding the said sum of $200,000 for site and building; and
the site purchased shall leave the building unexposed to danger from fireby an
open space of at least 40 feet, including streets and alleys: %onfded, That no
part of said sum shall be expended until a wvalid title to the said site shall be
vested in the United States, nor until the State of Michigan shall cede to the
United States exclusive jurisdiction over the same during the time the United
States shall be or remain the owner thereof, for all purposes except the ndmin-
istration of the eriminal laws of said State and the service of civil process therein,

The amendments were agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in. :

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

Mr, SPOONER. Imove that the Senate insist upon its amendments,
and request a conference with the House of Representatives on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses.

The motion was agreed to.

By unanimous consent, the President pro fempore was authorized to
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. SPOONER, Mr.
STANFORD, and Mr. DANIEL were appointed.

L. A. MORRIS.

The bill (H. R. 76) for the relief of L. A. Morris was considered as
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the
Treasury to remit a judgment obtained in the Federal court of Fort
Smith, Ark.,against L. A. Morris, upon his bond as an Indian trader,
for $5,000, in favor of the United States, upon the payment of all the
costs accrued in the prosecution of the cause.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
o third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOHN K. LE BARON.

The bill (H. R. 2093) for the relief of John K. Le Baron was consid-
It provides for the payment to

ered as in Committee of the Whole.
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John K. Le Baron, ex-postmaster at Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, of

$1,000, being the amount paid out by him for extra clerk hire prior to
July 3, 1883, and not provided for by the Post-Office Department.

* " The bill was reported to the Benate without amendment, ordered to

a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

LOSSES BY POSTMASTERS.

The bill (H. R. 1158) for the relief of Louis Jacobson was considered
as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post~
Roads with an amendment, to strike out all after the enacting clause
and insert:

T1 at the act entitled “An act authorizing the Postmaster-General to adjust
cerlain of postmasters for loss by burglary, fire, or other unavoidable cas-
ualty,” ? : roved March 17, 1882, be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to

as follows:

*That the Postmnster-General be, and he is hereby, authorized to investigate
all ¢'aims of postmasters for the loss of money-order funds, postal funds, postage-
stamps, stamped em‘elog:s, nawspagcr wrappers, and postal eards !Jelonsing to
the United States in the hands of suc imasters, resulting from burglary, fire,
or olher unavoidable casualty, and if he shall determine that such lozs resulted
from no fault or ncﬁggence on the part of such postmasters, to pay to such post-
masters, or credit them with the amount so ascerfained to have been lost or de-
stroyed, and also to it postmasters with the amount of any remittance of
money-order funds made by them, in compliance with the instructions of the
Pos!master-General, which shall have been lost or stolen ywhile in transit b
mail from the office of the remitting postmaster to the office designated as his
depository : Provided, That no claim exceeding the sum of §2,000 shall be paid
or credited until after the facts shall ha ed by the Postmaster-

ve been asce
General and reported to Congress, together with his recommendation thereon,

and anappropriation made therefor: 4nd provided further, Thatthisactshall not
embrace any claim for losses as aforesaid which acerued more than fifteen years
prior to March 17, 18582; and all such claims must be presented to the Postmas-
ter-General within six months from such Jatter date, excepting claims for loss of
postal funds, which must be presented within six months after the taking eflect
of this act; and no claim for losses which may hereafler accrue shall be allowed
unless presented within three months from the time the loss accrued.”

EC. 2. That it is hereby made the duty of the Pos reneral to report
his action herein to Congress annually, with his reasons therefor in each partie-
ular case. -

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amendment
was concurred in. =

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be reada
third time. .

The bill was read the third time, and J

The title was amended so as to read: ‘“A bill to amend an act en-
titled ‘An act authorizing the Postmaster-General to adjust certain
claims of postmasters for loss by burglary, fire, or other unavoidable
casualty,’ approved March 17, 1882.”

Mr. MITCHELL. I move that the Senate insist upon its amend-
ments, and ask for a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two
Honses.

The motion was agreed to.

By unanimous consent the President pro fempore was authorized to
appoint the conferces on the part of the Senate, and Mr. MITOHELL,

. BAWYER, and Mr. REAGAN were appointed.

PENNSYLVANIA STATE CLAIMS,

The bill (8. 2329) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to re-
examine and reaudit the claim of the State of Pennsylvania for ad-*
vances made and money advanced by said State fo pay the militia called
into the military service by the governor under the proclamation of the
President of June 15, 1863, was announced as next in order on the
Calendar. :

Mr. HOAR. ILet that case go over, as the Senator who has charge
of it is absent.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 'The bill will be passed over, retain-
ing its place on the Calendar.

MBS, WARD B. BUERNETT.

The bill (8. 681) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. General
Ward B. Burnett was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It
was reported from the Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in
line 6, after the word “‘hpndred,’” to strike out ‘‘and twenty-two;'’ so
as to make the bill read:

Be it enacted, efe., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and
directed to place the name of Haltie A. Burnett, widow of Maj. Gen. Ward Bur-
nett, on the pension-roll and pay her her late husband's invalid pension of £100
per month in lieu of the pension she now receives,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senateas amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill wasordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third

time, and passed.
WILLIAM GALLAGHER.

The bill (8. 2330) granting an increase of pension to William Galla-
gher was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to
place on the pension-roll the name of William Gallagher, late of Com-
pany D, Twenty-eighth Kentucky Infantry, at $12 per month, in lien

_of that which he is now receiving. -
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MRS, CATHARINE WAGNER.

The bill (8. 1654) gran a pension to Mrs. Catharine Wagner was
considered {aa in Ooﬁxbtﬂ:eg ofpt‘;m Whole, It was reportedn%:om the
Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in line G, after the words
‘““mother of,’ to fill the blank with the name ** John;'! soas to make
the bill read:

Be il enacted, ele., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, an-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the limitations and
restrictions of the pension laws, the name of Mrs, Catharine Wagner, mother
of John Wagner, late private Company D, Ninety-third Regiment Pennsylvanin
Volunteers.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

PENSIONERS UNDER GUARDIANSHIP,

The bill (8. 1635) to regulate the payment of pensions to pensioners
under guardianship was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. HOAR. T desire to suggest that there ought to be a provision
in the bill that the Commissioner shall be satisfied that the guardian’s
official bond is enough to secure the interest of the ward.

Mr. PLATT. Iask that the hill may be passed over temporarily
until I can see if it does not need some amendment to include those
trustees whom we call conservators or overseers in Connecticut. I do
not wish the bill to-lose its place.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over inform-
ally, without prejudice.

MRS. MARY JANE CASE,

The bill (H. R. 85) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Jane Case was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Mary Jane Case, widow of David Case, late a
private in Company D, Third Regiment Connecticut Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MOSES F. JACKSON.

The bill (H.R.3850) granting a pension to Moses F. Jackson was
considered as in Committee of the Whole, It proposes to place on the

nsion-roll the name of Moses F, Jackson, late a landsman in the

nited States Navy, at $18 per month, payable to his legally consti-
tuted guardian.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

BRIDGET FOLEY,

The bill (8. 1447) granting a pension-to Bridget Foley was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll
the name of Bridget Foley, widow of Joseph Foley, late private in Com-
pany K, Fifth Michigan Cavalry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

- MARY BAILEY.

The bill (H. R. 2617) granting a pension to Mary Bailey was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place the name
of Mary Bailey, widow of Bvt. Brig. Gen. Joseph Bailey, on the pen-
sion-roll.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed,

THOMAS F. TOWNSEND.

The bill (H. R. 115) to increase the pension of Thomas F. Townsend
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase
the pension of Thomas F. Townsend, late of Company B, Thirty-first
Indiana Volunteers, to $45 per month.

“The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
MALINDA VEST.

The bill (H. R. 863) granting a pension to Malinda Vest was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of Malinda Vest, widow of William Vest, late a pri-
vate in Company F, Seventh Regiment Provisional Enrolled Missounri
Militia.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

A. B. VAN CLEVE.

The bill (H. R. 771) granting a pension to A, B. Van Cleve was con-
sidered as in Committge of the Whole. It progoses to place on the
pension-roll the name of A. B. Van Cleve, late 0f Company E, Thirty-
seventh Kentucky Mounted Infantry Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

g JAMES A. BUCK.

The bill (H. R. 2218) to increase pension of James A. Buck was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to increase the

.
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pension of James A. Buck, late private of Company E, One hundred
and {ifty-first Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, to $45 per month.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

J. MILLER RAUB.

The bill (H. R. 2514) granting a pension to J. Miller Raub was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place upon the
pension-roll the name of J. Miller Raub, late of Company D, One hun-
dred and twerty-second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ISATAH T. JOHNSON,

The bhill (H. R. 2517) granting a pension to Isaiah T. Johnson was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Isaiah T. Johnson, late a private in Company
A, Fifty-first Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MISS CAPITOLA V. HARSH.

The bill (H. R. 5766) granting a pension to Miss Capitola V. Harsh,
danghter of Daniel Harsh, was considered as in Committee of the Whole.
It proposes to place on the pension-roll the name of Miss Capitola V.
Harsh, daughter of Daniel Harsh, late of Company H, Fifty-eighth
Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at $18 per month.

e bill was reported to the SBenate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
MRBS. AURELIA HILLYER.

The bill (8. 2151) granting a pension to Mrs. Aurelia Hillyer was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-rolls the name of Mrs. Aurelia Hillyer, mother of Lucins W.
Hillyer, late a private in Company E, Fourth Regiment Wisconsin
Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

EMIT, SCHATTLE.

The bill (8. 1435) granting a pension to Emil Schattle was eonsid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pen-
sion-roll the name of Emil Schattle, late of Company F, Ninth Iowa
Cavalry.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARY MORFORD.

The bill (H. R. 806) for the telief of Mary Morford was considered as
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-roll
the name of Mary Morford, of Unionville, Tuscola County, Michigan,
widow of Richard A. Morford, late of Company H, One handred and
forty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers.

The hill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

. MARY J. M'GREGOR.

The bill (8. 2331) granting a pension to Mary J. McGregor was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Mary J. McGregor, widow of William Me-
Gregor, late sergeant of ordnance, United States Army.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

STEPHEN M. HONEYCUTT,

The bill (H. R. 481) for the relief of Stephen M. Honeycutt was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with
an amendment, in line 6, after the name “ Honeycutt,”’ to insert “*a
private in Company E, Third Regiment North Carolina Volunteer In-
fantry;?’ so as to make the bill read:

Be il enacted, ele., That the Pa ~General of the Army of the United
States, out of any money in his hands for thelgsyment of the Army, is hereby
authorized and directed to pay to Stephen M. Honeycutt, a private in Company
E, Third Regiment North Carolina Volunteer Infantry, an amount to the
pay and allowances of a private soldier from the 25th day of March, until
the Sth day of August, 1865,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read
a third time.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

PENSION DISABILITIES.

The bill (8. 1626) to amend the act of March 3, 1877, entitled **
act amending the pension law so as to remove the djsa{)ility of those
who, having participated in the rebellion, have, since its termination,
enlisted in the Army of the United States and become disabled,’” was

( filed prior to its passage, begin from the ge he

considered as in Committee of the Whole.
act of March 3, 1877, so as to read:

That the law prohibiting the payment of any money on account of pensions
to any person, or to the widow, children, or heirs of any deceased person, who
in any manner en in or aided or abetted the late rebellion against the au.
thority of the ‘Cn.ig“ ‘States, shall not be construed to apply to such persons as
afterwnrd voluntarily enlisted in the Army or Navy of the United States, and
who, while in such service, ineurred disability from a wound or injury received
or disease contracted in the line of duty.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to

be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
. 'ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. HAWLEY. I wish to submit to the Senate a proposition to
continue acting under this rule on Monday immediately aftef the
roufine morning business.

Mr. PLATT. I am obliged to object.

Mr. HAWLEY. I was notaware that the proposition would be ob-
jectionable to my colleague.

Mr. HOAR. I hope we shall go on with the Calendar twenty min-
utes longer. These are all pension bills, and we can pass nearly all
our pension bills at the rate of one a minute.

Mr. HAWLEY. I give notice that I shall soon move an executive
session. There is a little executive business that I would very much
like to have done.

Mr. PLATT. I do not want to seem ungracious in objecting fo my
colleague’s proposition, -

Mr. HAWLEY. I will withdraw it. I only asked for unanimous
consent.

Mr. PLATT. We have been acting on unanimous reports, and the
most important matters, which onght to have been disposed of weeks
and months ago, are remaining untouched on the Calendar.

Mr. HOAR. The regular order.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
be announced.

It proposes to amend the

The next bill on the Calendar will

OATHS IN PENSION CASES.

The bill (S.1596)in relation to oaths in pension and other cases was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It provides that any and all
affidavits and declarations to be hereafter made or used in any pension
or bounty cases, or in claims against the Government for back pay or
arrears or increase of pension, or for guarterly vouchers, or oath of alle-
giance, may be taken by any officer authorized to administer oaths for
general purposes in the State, city, or county where the officer resides.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

PENSION CLAIMS OF MILITIAMEN.

The hill (8. 1529) to amend paragraph 3 of section 4693 of the Re-
vised Statutes, and for other pu .. was considered as in Committee
of the Whole. It repeals so much of paragraph 3 of section 4693 of the
Revised Statutes as provides that no claim of a State militiaman on ae-
count of disability from wounds or injuries received in battle with rebels
or Indians, while temporarily rendering service, shall be valid unless
prosecuted to a suceessful issue prior to the 4th of July, 1874.

The bill was reported from the Committee on Pensions with amend-
ments. -

The first amendment was, in section 2, line 4, after the word *‘serv-
ice,”” to insert the words ‘‘this act shall include claimants wounded
or disabled in any Indian war prior or subsequent to the passage of
this act; '’ so as to make the section read:

That the claims of all such persons now pending, or which may be hereafter
filed, shall be adjudicated in the same manner as claims of persons who have
been regularly enlisted in the United States military service, Thisact shall in-
cludeclaimants wountled or disabled in any Indian war prior or subsequent to
the passage of this act.

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was to add the following as a new section:

Sec, 8. That all pensions granted under this act shall, in case of applications
reof. In all other cases the
pension shall begin from the date of the tiling of the application under this aet.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments
were concurred in.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

: JOHN LINSLEY. 7

The bill (8. 2332) granting a pension to John Linsley was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to F‘Iaoe on the pen-
sion-roll the name of John Linsley, father of Robert Harrell, alias Har-
rid, deceased, lale a private in Company E, Eighty-first Regiment of
United States Colored Troops.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MRS, MARY M’'GEE.

The bill (8. 1495) granting a pension to Mrs. Cora McGee was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It was reported from the Com-~

-
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mittee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 6, to strike out *‘ Cora”’
and insert ‘* Mary;’’ o as to make the bill read:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and
limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mrs, Mary McGee,widow of Thomas
MecGee, late private Company I and Company B, Thirteenth Regiment Con-
necticut Volunteers,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment
was concurred in.,

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the
third time, and passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
Mrs. Mary McGee.””

YA bill granting a pension\to

SARAH ANN WATERS.

The bill (S. 1258) granting a pension to Sarah Ann Waters was con-
gidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Sarah Ann Waters, mother of George Waters,
deceased, late a private in Company G, Ninth Regiment of United
States Colored Troops. -

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JULIETTE STONE.

The bill (H. R. 628) granting a pension to Juliette Stone was con-
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the nanfe of Juliette Stone, and to pay her a pension as
though she were the natural mother of Eliphas T. Stone, late of the
United States Navy. \

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

FRANCES H. L. PRESCOTT.

The bill (8. 1144) granting a pension to Frances H. L. Prescott was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Frances H. L. Prescott, daughter of the late
Capt. George W. Prescott, United States Army, at the rate of $20 per
month.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARGARET BLADES,

The bill (8. 2073) granting a pension to Margaret Blades was consid-
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of Margaret Blades, widow of William Blades, alias Blake,
late of Company D, Sixteenth Maine Volunteers.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JOHAN BUSH.

The bill (8. 2124) granting a pension to John Bush was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of John Bush, late a soldier in Company D, First United
States Infantry, at $12 per month.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

THEODORE F. CASAMER.

The bill (8. 2157) granting increase of pension to Theodore F. Cas-

amer was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to

lace on the ion-roll the name of Theodore F. Casamer, late of
Bompan C, Tenth Michigan Volunteers, at $36 per month, in lieu of
that which he is now receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed fora third reading, read the third time, and passed.

MARGARET STAFFORD WORTH.

The bill (S. 867) granting a pension to Margaret Stafford Worth was
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the
pension-roll the name of Miss Margaret Stafford Worth, dependent
daughter of Maj. Gen. William J. Worth, at $50 per month.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

ANN ATKINSON.

The bill (8. 1844) granting an increase of pension to Ann Atkinson
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposesto placeon
the pension-roll the name of Ann Atkinson, late widow of Hopeful
Toler, late a soldier in Capt. Henry St. George Tucker’s company of
Mounted Virginia Rifles, in the war of 1812, at $16 per month, in lien
of that which she is now receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

: ALBERT G. FIFIELD.

The bill (H. R. 443) granting an increase of pension to Albert G.
Fifield was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pr to
increase the pension of Albert G. Fifield, late a private in the Twelfth
Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers, from $36 to $45 per month..

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third fime, and passed.

LAURA A. WRIGHT.

The bill (H. R. 445) granting a pension to Laura A. Wright was
considered as im Committee of the Whole. Tt proposes to place on the
pension-roll the nameof Laura A. Wright, widow of Charles H. Wright,
late of Company B, Fourteenth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers,

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

EVERARD FLYXNN.

The bill (H. R. 4835) for the relief of Everard Flynn was considered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to glam on the pension-
roll the name of Everard Flynn, son of George C, Flynn, and pay to
his legal guardian a pension at the rate of $18 per month.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF PETER LYLE.

The bill (8. 1353) for the relief of the legal representatives of Peter
Lyle, deceased, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro-
poses to pay to Vincent P. Donnelly, administrator of Peter Lyle, de-
ceased, $3,724. .

Mr. PLATT. Lef us hear the preamble read.

The Secretary read the preamble, as follows:

Whereas Peter Lyle, deceased, late colonel of the Ninetieth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, was mustered out of the service of the United States, in the field in
front of Petersburgh, Va., November 26, 1864, for wounds received in battle and
which incapacitated him for further daty; and

Whereas a certificate of | ion was, on t of his service and wounds re-
ceived therein, issued to him on July 16, 1879; and i

Whereas pending the adjudication of his pension elaim he was solely by rea-
son of his injuries wholly unable to labor or in any way earn his maintenance,
and was supported from the private means of personal friends, whose advances
he engaged and promised to refund out of the arrears of pensions due him when
he should receive the same ; and

Whereas his unimpeachable li)er:m:ml character was held as sufficient security
that such debts of honor would unquestionably be so paid by him; and

Whereas he died on July 17, 1879, after years of great suﬂ%ring‘. and after his
clear right to pension was fully established and the amount of arrears due him
had been definitely ascertained and ordered to be paid to him by the pension
agent at Philadelphia; and

Whereas it was indubitably his intention and desire to apply such amount to
the discharge of his debts thus incurred am:‘?redicated on such allowance, and
for the payment of which his honor was pledged; and

‘Whereas he died intestate, unmarried, and without issue; and

‘Whereas letters of administration on his estate were duly granted by Vincent
P. Donnell(;', of Philadelphia, on November 5, 1879, the application for said let-
ters being for the sole and express purpose of disbursing said arrears according
to the wish and obligations of Colonel Lyle; and

‘Whereas the amount of said arrears, in the sum of §3,721, was unquestionably
the property of Lyle as soon as his right and title thereto were certified by the

*ommissioner of Pensions, and would have been paid into his hands but for the
accident é:f his death before the formal vouchers were presented for his signa-
ture; an

Whereas the official construction of the law interposes a technical bar to the
payment of said money to said administrator; and

Whereas a just and equitable regard is due from the Government to the dying
wishes of & brave, accomplished, and deserving officer, who not un‘? gave his
life to the service of his country but endured years of p'hyaie&l suffering, added
to the years of torture to which his sensibilities were subjected by his enforced
obligations incurred to friends for his daily bread and needs, and inability to
offer them other security than the justice of his country when it might choose
to recognize its obligations; and

Whereas a moral obligation was thereby bequeathed l? him to his Govern.
ment, which it isin :quil.ia.n good e i b d to discharge; and

Whereas the fact that the certificate was actually issued, and was practically
in the nature of a warrant for payment, renders the equities in this cnse ex-
ce]iblimmlly perfect: Therefore, for the purpose of discharging the aforesaid
obligations, the incurrence of which to the total of $3,909.86 have been incon-
testably shown and admitted, so far as the said arrears due at the date of Colonel
Lyle’s death pro rata may.

Mr. HAWLEY. Is it really necessary to cumber the statute-hook
with that long argument in the form of a preamble?

Mr. COCKRELL. It has been read now. Let it go in.

Mr. HAWLEY. The printing of it and the looks of it I care for.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

The preamble was agreed to.

ACCOUNTS UNDER EIGHT-HOUE LAW.

Mr. COCKERELL. I ask that the next business on the Calendar,
being the bill (8. 405) providing for the adjustment of aceounts of la-
borers, workmen, and mechanies arising under the eight-hour law, be

over. It will lead to discussion.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over, retain-
ing its place on the Calendar, if there be no objection.

Mr, JONES, of Arkansas. I move that the Senate adjourn.

Mr. HOAR. I wish the Senator from Arkansas would withhold the
motion for eight or ten minutes more and let the pension cases be dis-

of.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
withdraw the motion?

Mr. JONES, of Arkansas. Very well; I withdraw the motion.

HEIRS OF FRANCIS I. WHEELER.

The bill (H. R. 5874) for the relief of the heirs of the late FrancisT.
Wheeler was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to
pay to the heirs of Francis I. Wheeler, late of Carroll County, Mary-
land, $358, the amount advanced by him to Charles Benton and Hale
Libby, late privates in the First Regiment of the Potomac Home Bri-
gade, on their check-books in April, 1864.

Does the Senator from Arkansas




1888.

' CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

-

2569

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
ALBEMARLE AND CHESAPEAKE CANAL COMPANY.

The bill (8. 2039) for the relief of the Albemarle and Chesapeake
Canal Company was annonnced as next in order.

Mr. HOAR. Let that go over. The Senator who reported the bill
is not here.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will go over without prej-
udice.

EMMA 8. FREE. :

The bill (8. 431) granting a pension to Emma S. Free, widow of
Thomas 8. Free, late major of the United States Army, was eonsidered
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to place on the pension-
roll the name of Emma 8. Free, widow of Maj. Thomas 8. Free, de-
ceased, late a major of the Tenth Regiment of Volunteers of the United
States Army, at the rate of $50 per menth.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

JENNIE HART MULLANY.

The bill (8. 2346) granting an increase of pension to Jennie Hart
Mullany was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposesto
place on the pension-roll the name of Jennie Hart Mullany, widow of
J. R. Madison Mullany, late rear-admiral in the United States Navy,
at the rate of §50, in lieu of that which she is now receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

LOAN OF SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS,

The joint resolution (8. R. 24) authorizing the Secretary of the Navy
to loan certain scientific instruments was announced as nextin order.

Mr, SPOONER. As the Senator from Delaware [Mr. GRAY], who
reported the joint resolution, is absent, I ask that it may go over without
losing its place on the Calendar,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
over without prejudice,

PUBLIC BUILDING AT LOWELL, MASS,

The bill (H. R. 7217) for the erection of a public building at Lowell,
Mass., was considered as in Committee of the Whole.

The hill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

i JAMES H. REEVE.

Mr. HAWLEY. T move that the Senate proceed to the considera-
tion of execntive business.

Mr. PADDOCK. I ask the Senator from Connecticut {o withdraw
the rgﬁt;ion for one moment, to enable me to secure the passage of a pen-
sion bill.

Mr. HAWLEY. If it is only for one bill, I withdraw the motion.
' Mr. PADDOCE. I called up awhile ago House bill 3898, to which
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] objected. He has no fur-
ther ohjection to the bill. b

Mr. COCKRELL. I withdraw the objection, having examined the
case. I have no objection to it myself.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nebraska asks
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of Order of Business 762,

- being the bill (H. R. 3898) granting increase of pension to James H.'
Reeve.

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the gensiun-
roll the name of James H. Reeve, late a captain of Company H, and a
brevet major of the Third New York Volunteers (infantry), at the rate
of $45 per month, in lien of the amount per month he is now receiving.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to
a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Mr. HAWLEY. I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of executive business.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid-
eration of executive business. After three minutes spent in executive
session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 35 minutes p-
m. ) the Senate adjourned until Monday, April 2, 1888, at 12 o’clock m.

CONFIRMATIONS,
Exeeutive nominations confirmed by the Senate March 22, 1888,
MARSHAL.
John Myers, to be marshal of the United States for the district of

Oregon.
POSTMASTER.
James B. Small, to be postmaster at York, Pa.
PROMOTIONS IN THE MARINE CORPS, TO DATE FROM MARCH 9, 1888,
Maj. Charles Heywood, to be a lientenant colonel.
Capt. McLane Tilton, to be a major.
First Lieut. Henry H. Coston, to be a captain.
Second Lieut. Francis E. Sutton, to be a first lieutenant.

The joint resolution will be passed

Executive nominations confirmed by the Senate March 31, 1888,
POSTMASTERS.
Albert J. Spencer, 1o be postmaster at South Manchester, in the county
of Hartford and State of Cormecticut.
Stephen J. Lyon, to be postmaster at Collinsville, in the county of
Hartford and State of Connecticut. &

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

SATURDAY, March 31, 1888,

The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by Rev. J. H. CUTHBERT,
D. D., of Washington, D. C.

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

POSTAL APPROPRIATIONS.

The SPEAKER laid before the Hounse a letter from the Secretary of
the Treasury, transmitting revised estimates from the Postmaster-Gen-
eral of appropriations for the postal service for the fiscal year 1889;
which was referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads,
and ordered to be printed.

D. A. AND J. M. THOMAS VS. THE UNITED STATES.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the assistant
clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting a copy of the findings of fact
in the case of D. A. and J. M. Thomas vs. The United States; which
was referred to the -Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be
printed.

STEPHEN BIRD, EXECUTOR, ETC., VS. THE UNITED STATES.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the assistant
clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting a copy of the findings of
fact in the case of Stephen Bird, executor, ete., vs. The United States;
which was referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be
printed.

FOREST CONDITION OF ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Com-
missioner of Agriculture, transmitting, in response to a resolution of
the House, statistics relating to the forest condition of the Rocky
Mountains; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and
ordered to be printed.

BRIDGES IN GEORGIA AND FLORIDA.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill of the following title,
returned from the Senate with an amendment:

A bill (H. R. 3470) to authorize the construction of bridges over the
rivers St. Mary’s, Satilla, Little Satilla, and Crooked, in the States of
Georgia and Florida. v

Mr. CRISP. = As the amendment of the Senate to this bill is merely
verbal, I ask that it be now considered and concurred in.

The amendment was read, as follows:

In line 8 of page 4 strike out ‘' Congress' and insert * the Secretary of War.”

There being no objection, the amendment was considered and con-
curred in. -

SENATE BILLS REFERRED.

The SPEAKER ‘also laid before the House Senate bills; which were
severally read twice, and referred as follows:

The bill (8. 1226) touching the grade of commander of the Navy, and
to correct an error in relation to appointment therein—to the Commit-
tee on Naval Affairs,

The bill (8. 464) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to settle the
claims of the legal representatives of 8. W. Marston, late United States
agent at Union agency, Indian Territory, for services and expenses—
to the Committee on Claims.

PUBLIC BUILDING, S8IOUX CITY, IOWA.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (S. 288) for the
erection of a public building at Sioux City, Iowa; which wasread a first
and second time,

Mr. STRUBLE. I ask unanimouns consent that this bill be now
considered. The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds have
reporteg unanimously a bill of the same character, differing only in
amoun

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read subject to objection.

The bill was read at length.

Mr. McMILLIN. I think we had better have the regular order, so
as to reach as soon as possible the appropriation bills, and prepare the
gay for the consideration of the revenue bill soon to come before the

ouse.

Mr. STRUBLE. I hope my friend from Tennessee will not object,
This, I think, will take but a minute. I am prepared to state very
briefly the controlling reasons why this bill should pass, and if T can
not have time for that, am willing to submit this bill upon the report
of the House Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, for, in my
opinion, the bare facts presented will be sufficient to commend this bill
as worthy of immediate consideration.

Mr. MCMILLIN. We are generally told that these bills will take
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but a minute, but I find that the day, somehow or other, is usually
consumed by them.

Mr. STRUBLE. This, I can assure the gentleman, will take but a
short time.

BMr. McMILLIN. The appropriation bills are now further behind
than ever before; and I think it is time that we should get them be-
fore the Hounse and out of the way of the revenue bill soon to come
before us.

" Mr, STRUBLE. I am satisfied if the gentleman will permit a brief
statement of the merits of this case he will withdraw his objection.

Mr, McMILLIN. I have no desire to antagonize the gentleman’s
wish; but I think it is time the public business of the country was
having some hearing in this House, and therefore I ask that we proceed
with the regunlar order of business.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee objects, and the
bill will be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.
SOUTHERN AND WESTERN BOUNDARIES OF KANSAS,

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (8. 1633) to ex-
tend the sonthern and western boundaries of the State of Kansas, and
for other purposes; which was read a first and second time.

Mr. SPRINGER. - That is to annex the unorganized portion of cer-
tain of the public lands to the State of Kansas for governmental pur-

, and shonld go to the Committee on the Territories.

The SPEAKER. It does not take any portion of a Territory, but
applies to the public lands; and it would seem from the title it shonld
go to the Committee on the Public Lands.

Mr. SPRINGER. Itisa part of the national domain.

The SPEAKER. Therefore it goes properly to the Committee on the
Public Lands.

Mr. SPRINGER. But thmpmwdea for governmental purposes alto-

ther.

The SPEAKER. It does not create a Territory, nor detach any por-
tion of one Territory and attach it to another, or any part of one Tern-
tory and attach it to a State.

Mr. SPRINGER. Noj; but it includes a part of the public domain
and annexes it to a State.

Mr. WEAVER. It is only a matter of government.

The SPEAKER. It simply extends the law, as the Chair under-
stands it, over a part of the public domain.

Mr. HOLMAN., That certainly belongs to the Committee on the
Public Lands.

AMr. SPRINGER. This is to extend the boundaries of a State, and
to take in a portion of the public land not now in a State of the Union
or any organized Territory of the Union.

Mr, WEAVER. It changes the boundaries of a State, That is the
idea of this bill.

Mr. HOLMAN. Corresponding matters are all before the Committee
on the Public Lands.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will read the bill,

The Chair is inclined to think, npon an examination of the bill, that
it goes properly to the Committee on the J ndiciary. It provides for
the enlargement of the State of Kansas by adding to it the unoccupied
territory lying south of it, and makes it, of course, upon condition that
the State of Kansas amepts it. It makes no dmpoimon of -any of the

ublic lands or of any of the territory belonging ndw to an organized
g‘erntory of the United States.

Mr. SPRINGER. But the unorganized portions of the public land,
and laws relating to them, have always been referred to the Committee
on the Territories just as bills relating to Alaska have been so referred;
and there is a bill now pending before it for the government of this
very land.

The SPEAKER. That may be so; and if this provided for the or-
ganization of the Territory, the Chair would have no doubt as to its
reference. The gentleman, however, can move its reference to the Com-
mittee on the Territories. .

Mr. SPRINGER. Then I make that motion.

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 67,
noes 24.

So the bill was referred to the Committee on the Territories.

SENATE BILLS REFERRED.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House bills and joint resolutions
of the Senate; which were severally read twice, and referred as follows,

namely:
The bill (8. 145) for the relief of Edward Braden and Job W. Angus—
to the Committee on Claims.
The bill (8. 120) for the relief of John W. Gummo—to the Committee
on War Claims.
The bill (8. 119) for the relief of Edward H. Lieb— to the Committee
on Military Affairs.
The bill (8. 71) for the relief of Rear-Admiral Carter—to the Com-
mittee on Claims.

The joint resolution (8. R. 39) anthorizing and requiring the Secretary
of the Treasury to have struck copies of certain medals, and to deliver
the same to certain Departments and to the various States and Terri-
tories—to the Committee on the Library.

The joint resolution (8. R. 26) to arbitrate and settle the question at
issue between the District of Columbia and Samuel Strong—to the Com-
mittee on the District of Columbia.

Thejoint resolution (8. R. 10) relating to theinclosure of certain points
of especial interest on the battle-field of Gettysburgh—to the Commit-
tee on Military Aflairs.

The bill (8. 560) to anthorize the Columbia Bridge Company to con-

struct and maintain a bridge across the Columbia River between the .

State of Oregon and the Territory of Washington, and to establish it as

a post-road—to the Committee on Commerce.

The bill (8. 570) for the relief of P. B. Sinnott, late Indian agent at
Grande Ronde agency, State of Oregon—to the Committee on Claims.

The bill (8. 758) for the relief of purchasers and other granteesof the
United States of cerfain swamp and overflowed lands, and to reimburse
and indemnify certain States—to the Committee on the Public Lands.

The bill (8. 1211) for the completion of the monument to Mary, the
mother of Washington, at Fredericksburgh, Va.—to the Committee on
the Library.

The bill (8. 1302) granting the right of way to the Denver and Rio
Grande Railrond Company across the United States military reserva-
tion for the cantonment on the Uncnmpahgm River,in the State of Col-
orado—to the Committee on Military

The bill (8. 1333) for the erection of a ubllc building at Cheyenne,
Wyo.—to the Committee on Public Bull(f ings and Grounds.

The bill (8. 1549) for the erection of a public buildipg at Hudson,
N. Y.—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grouuds.

The bill (S. 1646) to increase the appropriation for a public building
at Troy, N. Y.—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.

The bill (8. 1764) for the reliefof the heirs of Constantino Brumidi—
to the Committee on Claims.

The bill (8. 1803) in aid of the Centennial and Memorial Association
of Valley Forge, and to secure the Washington headquarters mansion
and grounds occupied by the Continental Army in 1777-'78—to the
Committee on the Library.

The bill (8. 1804) to authorize the Cheyenne Street Railway Com-
pany to build its road on and across the Fort D. A. Russell military
reservation—to the Committee on Military Affairs. K

PUBLIC BUILDING, SAN FRANCISCO.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (8. 1931) to in-
crease the appropriation for the purchase of a site for a building for a
post-office, court-house, and other offices at San Francisco, Cal.

Mr. MORROW. DMr. Sll)]eal..er the necessity of the public business
at San Franciseo requires that this bill should be at onee; and I
hepe there will be no ohjection to its consideration at this time.

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read subject to objection.

Mr. McMILLIN. I have heretofore this morning demanded the Teg-
ular order for the purpose of getting at the public business,

Mr. MORROW. Let me say to the gentleman that this is a matter
of much public necessity. Itis a matterof public business interest, re-
lating to affairs of importance in San Francisco, and is an appropriation
bill of as much importance as any item in any of the bills pending be-
fore Congress.

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman from Ten-
nessee to insist upon the demand for the regular order.

Mr. McMILLIN. I do.

The SPEAKER. The bill will be referred to the Committee on Pub-

lic Buildings and Grounds.
SENATE BILLS REFERRED.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House Senate bills of the follow-
ing titles; which were read a first and second time and referred to the
committees indicated:

The bill (8. 468) granting a pension to Broadus G. Roberts—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 470) granting a pension to Amanda F. Deck—to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 625) granting a pension to George W. Schell—to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (S. 646) grantinga pension to Robert Gray—to the Commit-
tee on Invalid Pénsions.

The bill (8. 767) granting a pension to Robert H. Bturgess—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions,

The bill (8. 781) granting a pension to John Fagan—to the Commit-
tee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 896) for the relief of Mrs. Lounise Silvers—to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 897) for the relief of Rev. Corydon Millard—to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 898) for the relief of Frank Oredsnick—to the Commit-
tee on Invalid Pensions,

The bill (8. 900) for the relief of Mrs. Alice Croarkin—to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 981) granting a pension to Elizabeth Baner--to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions,

The bill (8. 1004) granting a pension to Ann Vemuell—to the Come
mittee on Pensions,
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The bill (8. 1006) granting a pension to Mary E. Blackman—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 1015) granting a pension to Margaret M. Collins—to the
Committee on Invalid Peunsions,

The bill (8. 1173) increasing the pension of Jeptha A. Jones—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (S. 1325) for the relief of John McKernan—to the Commit-
tee on Pensions. ;

The bill (8, 1343) granting a pension to Cordelia Emery—to the Com-
mittee on Pensions.

The bill (8. 1556) granting & pension to Martin N. Kellogg—to the
Committee on Pensions.

The hill (8. 1629) granting a pension to Erastus B. Burnham—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions. .

The bill (8. 1633) granting a pension to Catherine E. Bahcock—to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 1716) granting a pension to Mary L. Williams—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 1827) granting a pension to Philomelia L. Dartt—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

The bill (8. 2084) to restore to the pension-roll the name of Joseph
Lewis—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows:

To Mr. ATKINSON, for three days, on account of important business,

To Mr. SBcuLy, for five days, on acconnt of important business, -

To Mr. LODGE, for one week, onaccount of important business.

To Mr. YARDLEY, for four days, on account of important business.

To Mr. O'NEILL, of Missouri, for ten days, on account of important
business, :

WITHDREAWAL OF PAPERS.

On motion of Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, by nnanimous consent, leave
was given to withdraw from the files of the House the papers in the
case of L. M. Northeut, certified copies thereof not to be left with the
Clerk of the House, as required by Rule XXXIX.

ANTHONY L. WOODSON.

Mr. FINLEY. I now call up for consideration the bill (H. R. 8962)
for the relief of Anthony L. Woodson,

The SPEAKER. Onjyesterday the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr.
FinvLEY] had unanimous consent for the consideration of thebill he now
callsup. Itappeared that the Committee on War Claims had reported
a substitute for the original bill, which substitute had not been re-
ceived from the Printing Office, and, by unanimous consent, the matter
went over until thismorning. The substitute will be read, after which
the C?ﬁxir will ask for objections, as it may be different from the orig-
inal bill.

The bill (H. R. 8962) for the relief of Anthony L. Woodson, being a
substitute for the bill H. R, 4665, was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Treasury, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise apppropriated, ishereby authorized and directed to pay
to Anthony L. Woodson, of Woodsonville, Ky, the sum pf 83,666.20, being the
wvalue of quartermaster’s stores {nken from the said Woodson by the United
Btateg forces during the late war, and appropriated to their use; andthe further
sum of §2,300, being the value of engineer stores taken in the same way for the
construction of forts, stockades, ete., at and near Munfordville, Ky.

ThelfiPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of
the hill? )

Mr. BLAND. The report had better be read.

The SPEAKER. The report was read yesterday morning,

Mr. FINLEY. If the gentleman, in place of calling for the reading
of the report, which isof somelength, willallow me, I desire tostate that
I have investigated the matter thoroughly.
port from the Committes on War Claims. I have made myself famil-
iar with the facts. There is no question of loyalty. The committee
first reported a sum of thirty-six hundred and odd dollars for quarter-
master’s stores taken from the claimant.

Since that report was made nine gentlemen of unquestioned reputa-
tion have come in and showed that this claimant is not only entitled
to the amount the committee allowed him, but that in point of fact he
is entitled to $12,000 and upwards.

Mr. BLAND. My object in desiring to have the report read was to
ascertain whether any of these items were for destruction of property.

Mr. FINLEY, The facts are these: The claimant owned 400 acres
of land on Green River, intersected by the Louisvilleand Nashville Rail-
road and turnpike, which were lines of communication for troops. The
iron bridge of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad and two ponton
bridges rested on claimant’s land. If wasconsidered a most important
strategic point.

The Federal army took possession of the claimant’s farm in 1862.
They took his corn for food and his fencing for fuel. His barns, eribs,
and stables were burned to prevent their use by the enemy. Five
grave-yards were left on the farm, and several battles were fought on
the land adjoining it. Besides this the troops in possession cut away
90 acres of timber for the purpose of building forts, ete. For this only
one-half is charged of what the proof in the case shows.

The committee have done right in allowing this claim. The claim-
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This is a unanimous re-,

ant is now eighty years of age, and heagrees to take this small amount
rather than wait for the probability of getting something for the use
of the farm, for which he is entitled to more than this bill gives him.
There can be no question at all abont the justice of the claim.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of
the bill? The Chair hears none.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and ;:

Mr. FINLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed; [and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

THE BLAIR AND LOGAN EILLS.

Mr. PLUMB. I desire to make a statement. I was necessarily ab-
sent from the session of the House yesterday, as a member of the com-
mittee which visited Toledo to attend the funeral of the late Chief-
Justice Waite. I therefore conld not voteon the bills pensioning the
widows of Generals Logan and Blair. If I had been present I would
have voted ‘“aye’’ on both bills.

EASTERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT, LOUISIANA,

Mr. ROGERS, from the Committee on the Judieiary, reported with
amendments the bill (H. R. 7398) to subdivide the eastern judicial dis-
trict of Louisiana, and to fix the time and place for holding terms of

court therein; which was referred to the House Calendar, and, with
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed.

ACTIONS ON BONDS OF PUBLIC OFFICERS.

Mr. CASWELL, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported as
a substitute for the bill H. R. 8369 a bill (H. R. 9048) to limit the time
in which actions may be bronght by the United States upon the bonds
of public officers, their sureties or legal representatives; which was
referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying report,
ordered to be printed.

The original bill, H. R. 8369, was laid on the table.

BRIDGE AT PONCA, NEER.

Mr. DUNHAM, from the Committee on Commerce, reported back
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2625) authorizing the
erection of a bridge across the Missouri River at Ponca, Nebr.; which
was feferred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompanying re-
port, ordered to be printed.

QUARANTINE STATION, BAN FRANCISCO.

Mr. THOMAS H. B. BROWNE, from the Committee on Comm
reported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 7727) o establish a quar-
antine station at the port of San Francisco; which was referred to the
Hous:d Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be
printed.

PUBLIC BUILDING, SAGINAW, MICH.

Mr. NEWTON, from the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds,
reported as a substitute for the bill H. R. 4976 a bill (H. R. 9049) to
provide for the erection of a public building at the city of Saginaw,
Mich.; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to
be printed.

The original bill, H. R. 4976, was laid on the table.

JOHN H. MARION.

Mr. TAULBEE, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 5327) for the relief of John
H. Marion; which was referred to the Committee of the YWhole House
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered
to be printed.
ALEXANDER MOFFITT.

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, from the Committee on War Claims, re-
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 6347) for
the relief of Alexander Moffitt; which was referred to the Committee
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom-
panying report, ordered to be printed.

JAMES A. GREGORY.

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, also, from the Committee on War Claims,
orted back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 261)
for the relief of the heirs of James A. Gregory; which was to
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed.
ADVERSE REPORT.

Mr, CROUSE, from the Committee on War Claims, reported ad-
versely the bill (H. R. 3438) for the relief of Mary . Whitehead; which
was laid on the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be
printed.

OQUMMINGS, DOYLE & CO, -

Mr., PENINGTON, from the Committee on War Claims, reported
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R, 588) for the re-
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lief of Cummings, Doyle & Co. and Doyle & Co.; which was referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and,
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed.

LA GRANGE SYNODICAL COLLEGE, TENNESSEE.

Mr. PENINGTON also, from the Committee on War Claims, re-
ported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 6035) for the relief of the
La Grange Synodical College, of La Grange, Tenn, ; which was referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and,
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed.

WILLIAM H. GORDOX.

Mr, PENINGTON also, from the Committee on War Claims, re-
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 577) for
the relief of William H. Gordon; which was referred to the Committee
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany-
ing report, ordered to be printed.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The SPEAKER. This completes the call of committees. The hour
for the consideration of bills begins at seventeen minutes to 1 o’clock.
The call rests with the Committee on Pacific Railroads.

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask unanimous
consent to take up and pass a bill.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. McMILLIN ]
insists upon the regular order.

PACIFIC RAILROADS,

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Town [Mr. ANDERSON ], who desires to submit some remarks upon the
pending Pacifie railroad bill.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Towa. Mr. Speaker, I desire to be recognized
in opposition to the bill at present under consideration.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is recognized.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Towa. And I wish to state that there is an
arrangement between the committee and at least a part of the opposi-
tion to this bill that I shall now occupy in opposing this bill not more
than ten minutes, and that the rest of the hour be given to members
of the ecommittee for the purpose of discussion only. This course is
pursued (on my part) for the purpose of indicating to this House that
this measure is not to go through by default, and that when the proper
time arrives I will ask to be heard at length in opposition to this bill.

This is one of the most important questions which have been® pre-
sented to Congress, in my judgment, for many years, whether consid-
ered from a financial or from a moral standpoint. Twenty-eight years
ago the construction of the system of Pacific railroads was regarded as
of sufficient importance to be dignified by the two great political par-
ties then in existence with a resolution favoring the project. These
companies, in the construction and management of their roads, have
‘had an active existence in this country since 1864; and I undertake to
say that every point and period in the history of these organizations—
sometimes as construction companies, sometimes as railroad companies,
sometimes as credit mobilier companies, but always robbers—has been
such as to put this matter before the country in 1888 in such a form
and with such consequence that if this Congress shall not see fit to do
what ought to be done, no longer with reference to the creation but in

is day with reference to the regulation and control of these gigantic
corporations, the political parties which this year do not feel it im-
portant enough to dignify the matter of the control of these ra-
tions with resolutions in their platforms will not be entitled to and
should not receive the confidence of the American people.

Mr. Speaker, the history of these railroad companies 1s a matter with
which this country is entirely familiar. That the career of these com-
panies has been criminal and that they have robbed the Treasury of
the United States of hundreds of millions of money is conceded every-
where. By virtue of the position in which they have been placed by
their charters granted at the hands of the Government they have ab-
solutely dominated the entire western portion of this country and have
extorted in the way of charges and rates above what were legitimate
and in violation of specific law, such as they themselves have from time
to time suggested, an amount of money more than equal to the amount
that has been directly taken from the Treasury.

These companies, and especially the Union Pacific Railroad Company,
which is the subject of the bill now under consideration, went on in
this career until many years ago there was developed a scandal which
absolutely appalled the country and carried into disgraceful oblivion
some men who theretofore had been among the illustrious statesmen
that had adorned the annals of our History. They went on in this
career for many years, but there was not realized in their case what the
experience of men has incorporated into a proverb, that ‘* when rogues
fall out honest men get their dues.”” Im thiscase the ‘‘rognes fell ont,”
but honest men did not get their dues, for I think it can be demon-
strated, notwithstanding the parade which is made here in this House

pany and as a credit mobilier company preyed upon the couniry in
1870, 1871, 1872, and 1873 are to-day preying upon the country in the
guise of a reorganized and converted Union Pacific management.

It is susceptible of demonstration that a majority of the men who
constitute the present management of the Union Pacific Railroad are
either the identical men who were engaged in the great Credit Mobilier
scandal, or their sons, or the direct legf representatives of the specific
interests that were engaged in those great enterprises.

It can be demonstrated, I believe, that enough money has been taken
wrongfully out of the by the men whose business it was to
manage these railroads honestly to have paid the entire debt due the
Government, including the first-mortgage bondholders, and to have left
a net surplus in the Treasury to the credit of the stockholders, I think
it can be demonstrated with reference to the Union Pacific Railroad
Company that they not only had, over and above what it cost to con-
struct their road, $142,813 in actual eash from the sale of the first-mort-
gage bonds and the Government bonds, and stock, land grant, and in-
come bonds, making a net total profit of over $56,907,000, but that this
same construction company, this same Credit Mobilier gang, this same
combination and interest have received out of the diverted earnings of
this railroad between $150,000,000 and $200,000,000; and when we con-
sider the great difference that this management has constantly made
between gross receipts and earnings, the diversion that has been
made in the interestof *‘ pools,’’ the dividends which have been paid to
stockholders on stock issued and held frandulently, and for which the
partieshavenever paid a dollar, the aggregation of these great sums will
demonstrate the fact that, under an honest management of the Union*
Pacific Railroad Company, it would be competent for it with its present
earnings under existing law to pay its debt in a comparatively short ex-
tension beyond the time already given it.

But I am told, Mr. Speaker, that this company has already been so
fortified behind judicial determination that it is beyond the reach of
the legislative arm of this Government. I undertake tosay that it can
be demonstrated by the record, and from the proofs which have been
submitted here by a commission authorized by Congress to go forth
and gather the evidence with reference to that distinct proposition. It
can be demonstrated that, under existing law, this company, in the
hands of honest management, can pay its indebtedness within a very
reasonable time; and furthermore, that so far from being fortified by
Jjudicial decision thereis substantially only one question which has been
getermined, and that is that neither the debt nor the interest is yet

ue.

This company has committed such wanton violation of law since
the passage of the Thurman act, which provides that violation of ex-
isting law shall work a forfeiture of all the ** rights, privileges, grants,
and franchises,’” as to demand at the hands of the Government a policy
that will place this road in the hands of a receiver, when, according to
law, under direction of the court an honest management of its affairs
can be had. It will be seen that a violation of law working a forfeit-
ure of ‘“rights, grants, privileges, and franchises,’’ will forfeit the right
and privilege of this company to have further time for the payment of
its debt to the Government, and that the same is now due; but whether
this view be conceded or not, such violations of law have occurred as
to relieve Congress from any embarrassment in dealing with this mat-
ter, growing out of the decision of the United States Supreme Court,
which held that no part of the Government debt was due until the last
issue of bonds became due.

The difficulty has not been inthe law, but in the management. Ex-
isting law is sufficient with honest management. The business of the
country tributary to this road has grown faster than transportation fa-
cilities, and the capacity of the road to-day, while ndt as great as it
would have been could it have prevented, as it tried, the construction
of all competing lines, is greater than it was before competing lines
were constructed.

This company has forfeited to the last degree the confidence of Con-
gress and the country, and no amount of talk about this being a *‘ prac-
tical business question,’” or indulgence in the line of glittering gener-
alities as to the conception and construction of this great system of roads
will obscure the fact that, considered as a practical business question,
to be disposed of on business principles, this Congress can not afford to
treat further with this combination of men who have been continuous
and persistent breakers for twenty-five years of all laws made for their
government and control, 3

Conceding the point and confessing the criminal career of the old
company, the friends of this bill insist that since 1884 there has been
a newand honest management of the affairs of this company. Unfort- -
unately for this assertion, an examination of the names of the men
who compose the board of direction, and who it is safe to presume rep-
resent a majority of the stockholders, discloses the fact that a majority
of them are the same men, or their immediate representatives in the
same interests, who were in control in the days when the greatest

and before the country—I say this with all deference to the gentl
who represent views opposed to mine—it can be demonstrated that, so
far from there being now a new management of the Union Pacific Rail-
road Company, the direction of that road to-day is controlled by the old
credit mobilier gang, and the same gang which as a construction com-

.

transgr were committed.

Sidney Dillon, F. Gordon Dexter, Elisha Atkins, Ezra H. Baker,
and Fred L. Ames are directors in the Union Pacific Railway Com-
pany at the present time, and constitute a majority of the executive
committee of the board of directors, whose chairman is Charles Francis
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Adams, jr. The country is familiar with these mén, their connection
with this company, and their methods of management. »

Instead of Mr. Adams purging and purifying this management, th
management has managed him as it has all its other affairs, as the his-
tory of the business affairs of those men in connection withvthis road
as made by themselves will abundantly prove. The policy of build-
ing branch roads out of the earnings of the aided lines, of paying branch
lines *‘ constructive mileage,’’ which is another way of misappropriat-
ing the earnings of the aided lines, and organizing various commercial
corporations to take charge of the business of the entire country tribu-
tary to the Union Pacific system, is being plied now as vigorously and
on as extended a scale asat any time under the old management, which
our friends confess unfit to be further trusted.

President Adams, who stands alone for the new management, is, in
connection with the Dillonsand the Ameses, president and director, one
or both, in from thirty to forty business corporations having for their
object the control and domination of the business of the States and Ter-
ritories dependent for rail transportation on this system of road, and
these positions are held by these men by virtue of their positions as the
mannglem of this road, with its Federal charter subject to Congressional
control.

So I repeat that forfeiture should be enforeéd, this whole brood of
corruptionists driven from the places of trust they have so long dis-
graced, and an honest management, nnder direction of the court, given
control and the fact demonstrated that existing law, with slight amend-
ment, is sufficient. - And again I say that this question is large enough
for a national issue, and that the party that does not this year declare
itself in favor of an honest management of these roads will make a great
mistake.

| Here the hammer fell. ]

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday of this week the chair-
man of the Committee on Pacific Railroads [Mr. OUTHWAITE] in a very
clear and explicit manner explained to this House the scope and pro
visions of the bill reported by the committee. Followinghim so closely
I do not propose toindulge inany review of thehistory of Pacific rail-
ways. BSuch review wonld necessitate a recurrence to that time when
a railroad to connect our eastern with our western coast was nothing
more than a dream thought to be incapable of realization.

I shall not stop to mark the progress of public sentiment and the
growth of publie faith, which at last, under the pressure of civil war,
culminated in legislation authorizing the construction of transconti-
nental railways and giving to them powerful governmental aid.

I shall not undertake to follow the history of that construction and
describe the marvelous engineering skill and audacious enterprise
which contribute one of its most brilliant chapters to the story of
man’s triumph over nature; a skill and an enterprise which made fact
of the great Missourian, Benton's, fancy—a train of cars steaming
down the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains bearing in transit the
silks, the teas, and the spices of the Orient.

I shall not stop to indulge natural indignation and pour out justifi-
able invective against the grave commercial crimes which stain that
history and make infamous the names of men who have been prominent
in the public eye.

All these would furnish a field for rhetorical display; but our busi-
ness to-day is not with rhetoric, but with figures. It is not history,
nor theory, nor sentiment with which we have to deal, but business
and business interests and business methods.

Mr. Speaker, at this point I wounld not be misunderstood. I do not
mean to say that in this discussion we shall not have anything to do with
the past. The problems of the present and the future can only suecess-
fully besolved in view of the past and within the reach of its shadow.
Nor do I mean to assert that the questions presented are purely those of
business. On the contrary they are, to a large extent, moral. Andas
custodians of the national honor as well as of the national treasury, of
publie morals as well as of the publie credit, we have no right to ignore
either factor in the problem which presents a twofold aspect.

But I want to call the attention of the House at this point to this
fact: That the bill presented deals only with the Union Pacific system,
and with the Central Branch Union Pacific Railroad Company. It
does not undertake to deal with the Central Pacific Railroad Company,
and what I have to say must be listened to with that fact in mind.
‘What the questions may be when the Central Pacific Railroad problem
is presented I do not now undertake tosay. I do not wish with respect
to them to be committed. I want to meet those gquestions unembar-
rassed when they come.

The text of what I propose to say is this: That the bill reported to
the House deals in a manly and courageous and business-like way with
both aspects of the problem presented, both the material aspect and
the moral, and deals with them in the best possible way, in the judg-
genytolfyonr committee, that the circumstances surrounding the case

mit ol.

The signifieant facts with which we have to deal are these: The Union
Pacific Railway Company and the Central Branch Union Pacific Railway
Company owe the United $tates to-day in round numbers $53,000,000.

A MEMBER. Sixty millions of dollars.

Mr. DALZELL, Sixty millions of dollars my colleague suggests;

the two together—and that is true if you make no allowance for the sink-
ing fund. By the terms of the legislation which gave rise to that in-
debtedness, the principal thereof will not mature for almost a decade
yet to come. By the decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States, the interest will not be payable until the principal of the debt
matures. Every scheme devised up to this time to secure the payment
of that debt at maturity—and it will be $10,000,000 more then than itis
now—has utterly and signally failed. It is conceded on all hands that
the railroad companies will not be able to pay this debt at maturity,
and the reason why they will not be able to pay it then is, because of
scandalous transactions on the part of the builders and promoters of
these roads whereby the corporations were robbed and the Government
security depleted.

Under these circumstances the majority of the commission appointed
by the President of the United States to inquire into matters connected
with the Pacific railroad companiesreports, as a remedy for existing evils
between these companies and the Government, a scheme for the exten=
sion and ultimate payment of this debt, which scheme also includes a
provision for inquiring into the alleged wrongs of wrongdoers. The
minority of the commission, upon the other hand, advises a virtual aban-
donment of the entire debt, a forfeiture of the charters of ‘the compa~
nies, which, at least to the extent advized, I undertake as a lawyer to
say to.any lawyer is a legal impossibility, and the punishment of no-
body, save and except only the innocent stockholders.

Mr. OUTHWAITE. And the Government of the United States.

Mr. DALZELL. And the Government of the United States.

Now, just here I want to say that starting upon the examination of
this question without prejudice of any kind, my mind a perfect blank
with respect to the whole matter, my first impressions were in harmony
with the suggestions embodied in the report of the minority of the
commission. T still share in his indignation against wrongdoers
and their colossal crimes, but my judgment refuses to accede to his
method of reasoning as logical or fair, and to his conclusions as either
practiecal or just.

The problem presented is how to collect the Government debt, and
at the same time punish those, if any there be, who are deserving of
punishment. Bearing this in mind—let me state it again—the prob-
lem presented is how to collect the Government debt and to punish
wrongdoers, if wrongdoers there be.

I say, bearing this in mind, let me address myself now to the facts
a little more in detail. X

The indebtedness of the Union Pacific Railway Companies to the
}Jﬂ ited States on the 1st day of November, 1887, was substantially as

0lloOwWS:

Union Pacific Railroad, debt ...... §27, 236, 512,00
Kansas Pacific Railway, debt 6, 303, 000, 00
The Union Pacific Railrond, interest accrued but not due............ 82,039, 343.53
Kansas Pacific Railway, interest acerued but not due.......covesennns 7, 768,113.09
otal ........... 73, 343, 068. 62

The amount paid on interest account for both companies is......... 15,440, 891,94
Balance of debt 57,903, 076. 68

If we could consider the amount in the sinking fund a credit,
ly 7,843,084, 32

We should have a balance standing against the company of 50,171, 992.36

; The account of the Central Branch Union Pacific, November 1, 1887, is as fol-
lows:

Debt owing to Tnited SUALES .....c.ciiinussiimasiaesion sosssssssssssaressnssesass | S, 600, 000, 00
‘luicrﬂ_n accrued but not due ........ 1, 965, 808, 26

Total indebtedness 8, 565, 808, 26
Amount paid on bond and interest ACCOUNT, i trriinss sorsassssmmnans 816,124.12
Balance of b RO i il i s iblabs snabiaabacn sads s bom 3,249,684, 14

If we give a credit to these companies of the amount of the sinking
fund, to wit: $7,343,084.32, we have a balance standing against the
Union Pacific and Kansas Pacific Railroad Companies of $50,171,992. 36.
Without going into the details, the fizures in respect to the Central
Branch Union Pacific Company, estimated upon the same basis, give us
an indebtedness of $3,249,684.14. 8o that this debt, the actual amount
thereof on the 1st day of November, 1887, tes $53,421,676.50,
and if you donot credit to this indebtedness the sinking fund the total
amounts to sixty millions of dollars and over. Those who have given
this subject attention will understand that under the decisions of the
Supreme Court the money in the sinking fund is still the money of
these companies, and not of the United States Government.

Now, here is the first significant fact: These companies will owe this
Government ten years from now this amount of money plus the accumu-
lation in the mean time. It is conceded that they will not be able to
pay, and therefore, the living, crying question forus is, Can the United
States collect ? * Well, that depends upon an answer to the question as
to whether or not the lien of the United States is commensurate with
the debt; whether it is sufficient upon a forced sale to bring into the
Treasury of the United States the amount of the obligations of the com=
panies. 'With respect to that question, themost important thing to be
borne in mind in the discussion and examination of this subject is this:
In the case of the United States vs. The Kansas Pacific Railroad Com-
pany and the United States vs, The Denver Pacific Railroad Company,
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both reported in the ninety-ninth of the United States, the Supreme
Court of the United States held that the Government lien was coexten-
sive only with the subsidized portions of the road, or, to use the lan-
guage of the court:

Extended only to those miles of road in consideration of the construction of
which the bonds were issued.

Now, these bonds were issued upon that portion of the road extend-
ing from Omaha, a distance of 3.97 miles west of the eastern terminus
of the Union Pacifie, to a point 5 miles west of Ogden, in the Territory
of Utah. That is on the Union Pacific proper. The bonds were issued
on the Kansas Pacificonly from a point one-half mile west of Kansas City
to a point 393.94 miles west of that point.

Now, I ought to emphasize this: The issue of the bonds of the
Union Pacific Railroad Company begins at a point nearly 4 miles west
of the eastern terminus of that road, and on the Kansas Pacific
at o point one-half mile west of the eastern terminus, and as a conse-
quence in both cases the lien of the United States is wholly excluded
from the terminals of the roads at Council Bluffs and at Kansas City.
And whereas the Kansas Pacific Railroad runs to Denver and thence
up to Cheyenne, a distance of over 700 miles, the lien of the United
States applies only to 393.94 miles.

1 have shown thus far that the lien of the United States extends only
to abont 1,430 miles of the Union Pacific Railway system. I now call

ur attention to the fact that the Union Pacific Railway system is very
i?rgely in execess of what the lien applies to.

In the first place, we have the main line, 1,038.35 miles. Then there
is the line from Kansas City to Denver, 639.2 miles. From Denver to
Cheyenne, 106 miles; from Leavenworth to Lawrence, 31,30 miles; or in
all 1,815.57 miles of railroad, upon only 1,430 of which does the Gov-
ernment lien attach. x

Dut even then I have not half stated the case. In addition to that
there is a very expensive bridge known as the Omaha bridge, 3.97 miles
in length. There are in addition terminals at Omaha, terminals at
Kansas City, and terminals at Denver. And then on top of all that the
Union Pacific Railway system controls 2,761.95 miles of branch roads,
from which a very large portion of itsincome is derived and upon which
to a very large extent the prosperity of its future depends.

You will see, therefore, that apart from any question of money—if
we should throw out of consideration altogether that question and
value so many miles of road at so much, and the terminals at so much,
and all that sort of thing, you will see that aside from any question of
money the lien is insufficient in character. It is a lien upon a portion
of a railroad. Tt is a lien upon a trunk sithout a head, without feet,
without arms, and without hands. It is a lien which if enforced
would invite no bidders to the sale. The property if bought would be
shorn of that which is a necessary part of it, and would be absolutely
and utterly useless. -

But aside from the question of the insufficiency of the character of
the lien, inasmuch as we have ascertained the amount of the debt, it is
a very easy matter to compare the extensiveness of the lien with the
debt, so as to ascertain so far as figures are concerned its money valne.

vow, three methods have been suggested for placing a value on the
subsidized portions of the Union Pacific Railroad system. It will be
readily admitted they cannot all be right, more especially since an ex-
amination and comparison of these three methods will result in a dif-
ferent conclusion in each case.

It has been suggested that the value of the system might be ascer-
tained from the net earnings, and the minority commissioner, Governor
Pattison, reports as the valuation on this basis the sum of $102,000,000.
If we should accept that as a fair way of arriving at the value it would

* then appear that the lien is sufficient as far as mere dollars and cents

are concerned, because the amount of the first mo and of the
Government lien aggregates $86,452,000, and there would be an excess
of $15,000,000 of value over the amount of the two liens.

But I need hardly suggest to any thinking man that this is no fair
way to arrive at the value of a railroad, because if you apply this
as a basis, the value this year might vary millions of dollars from the
value next year or the year after, or from what was the value ten years
back. Net earnings depend upon economy of management, the busi-
ness affairs of the country, the amount expended for repairs, and all
that sort of thing, So I dismiss that method as not a proper method
to be used in arriving at what is a fair and proper arrangement between
the United States and its debtor.

Another method suggested is to ascertain the value according to the
cost of reproduction. Isay thatisan unfair method. Aeccording to the
minority commissioner the cost of the reproduction of the main line of
the Union Pacific Railroad would be $27,857,500); of the Kansas Pacific
Railroad, 393.94 miles, $11,800,000; or, in other words, the subsidized
portion of the system could be reproduced for $39,657,500.

Now, the present value of the Government debt is estimated, under
the provisions of this hill at $52,950,000. The first mo which
precedes the Government lien, is $33,532,000; so that you have a total
of first mortgage and Government debt amounnting to $36,482,000; and
to meet that debt according to the estimate of value by the cost of re-
production a road worth only $39,657,500, or in other words a road worth
over $46.000.000 less than the first mortgage and the Government debt.

But I submit that thereis a fair way, and a way which is recognized
in business circles and in courts of law, to estimate the actual value of
these subsidized portions of the road, and that is by taking into consider-
ation net earnings, original cost, cost of reproduction, increase in value
of terminals, increase in value of right-of-way, and then adding to all
that the judgment and testimony of men whose business it is and has
been to deal with such matters.

Colonel Morgan, an experienced engineer, who was employed by the
commission, estimated the value of the entire system, ontside, of course,
of its investments, at $150,000,000, and it seems to me to be a fair in-
ference from his estimate that the main lines of the Union Pacific and the
Kansas Pacific are worth $40,000 a mile. Upon that basis your com-
mittee has made to you a report which shows, in fair terms as we think,
the present value of the Government lien as compared with the %alue
of the road upon which it rests.

Upon a fair valuation the existing security for the debt of the Union
Pag:liﬁs Railway Company to the United States appears in the following
table:

Mileage of subsidized and unsubsidized partsof the Union Pacific Railway Company.
Mileage of Union Pacific Railway Company, branch lines and Omaha *
bridge excluded (see commissioners’ report, p. 4)... c.noinisissssas earesnns 1, 81557
Mileage of subsi line on which the United Stales has a lien (see
commissioners’ report, pp. 5, 194, and 195), Omaha bridge excluded... 1,430.11

............. 385, 46
Estimated valuo of security now held by the Government as protection jor debt lo 4L,

Present value of debt to the Government as fixed by the bill............. §52, 950, 000
Amount of bonds secured by first mortgages on 1,430,11 miles of sub-
sidized railroad.... e 83,532, 000

Total indebtedness secured by first mo and Govern:

ment lien on 1,430.11 miles of subsidized railroad.........eees 86, 482,000
The subsidized line, at a low valuation, is worth $40,000 per mile
(railroad, equipment, buildings, stations, yards, sidings, bri
culverts, etc., included). The total value is, therefore,1,430.11%

,000=557,204,400, S8 .11 v0omre sirene 57, 200, 000

Balance—excess of indebtedness over present security............ 29,282 000

So that, making even this favorable showing for the value of the subsi-
dized portion of the Union Pacific Railway, the fact is that it lacks by
$20,282,000 of the value required to satisfy the first mortgage and the
Government lien. If my facts are correct, I have demonstrated, then,
with respect to this lien two things: first, that it is insufficient as to
character; and, secondly, that it is insufficient in value. I have dem-
onstrated further two significant facts in this connection: first, that the
Tailway companies are unable to pay; and, second, that the United
States Government is unable to collect.

We are, then, face to face with this question: Under these circum-
stances what is the best thing we cando? I answer—and I appeal to
every man of affairs in this Chamber if he does not answer—*‘ Get ad-
ditional security if you can.” Can we get additional security? My
argument, if it hasdemonstrated anything thus far, has shown that the
largest portion of value belonging to the Union Pacific Railway system
is outside of the subsidized portions of the line, and therefore it follows
that, unless the unsubsidized portion is subject to liens far in excess of
its value, the Government would get additional security by getting a
mortgage upon that portion of the system. I therefore call attention
now to what it is that the Government would get a mortgage upon if
the provisions of this bill became law and were accepted by the com-
panies. The portion of the main line, 385.46 miles, which is unsub-
sidized, if it is of the value of $40,000 a mile, which we have assumed,
is worth $15,400,000. The terminals at Omaha, Ogden, and Kansas
City are valued in the commissioners’ reportat $15,300,000. TheOmaha
bridge is valued, in the same way, at $2,000,000. The branch lines,
2,761.95 miles, at $25,000 a mile, amount to %BS,OO0,000; and outside
investments, according to the report of the commission, represent
$20,000,000. Your committee, however, have not taken them at their
face value, but only at 50 per cent. of it. Put them in at $10,000,000
and you have as the value of the Union Pacific system, outside of what
the Government has a lien upon, $141,400,000.

Now is this encuambered? I answer that the liens prior to any lien
the Government would get amount, according to the minority commis-
sioner, to $60,904,350. So thatif this bill becomesalaw and is accepted
by these companies the Government gets additional security for the
payment of its debt to the extent of $80,495,650.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. Does not the company own, as a cor-

ration, this $80,000,000 worth of property to which the gentleman

1as referred as not covered by the Government bonds?

Mr. DALZELL. All except the branch lines, the ownership in which
is represented by the ownership of the bonds and the stock.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas, Butthe company owns those bonds and
stock. ’

Mr. DALZELL. Yes, sir.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. Then the company owns those branch
lines,

Mr. DALZELL. The company does not own all the bonds and stock.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. But to the extent to which it owns
the bonds and stock, it owns those branch lines. Now, the question I
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wanted to ask is this: If on foreclosure of the second mortgage it should
be found that the property as to which the Government has a claim and
on which it has a lien does not satisfy the mo then under the
law, as a matter of ordinary justice, would not the Government have
recourse by proper action upon the $30,000,000 worth of property which
it is proposed to put up as additional security ?

Mr. DALZELL. As I understand the law, no.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. Why, not? -

Mr. DALZELL. I expect to cover that point before I get through
with my remarks,

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I did not wish to interrupt the course
of the gentleman’s argnment.

Mr. DALZELL. I have already shown that on the present security
the deficit amounts to §29,282,000. Therefore, if my figures are right,
the benefit to be derived to the Government by getting this additional
lien will amount to not only the value of the additional lien secured,
but to the amount of deficit made up, §29,282,000, making a gain in
security to the Government under the provisions of this bill of over
$109,000,000. '

Mr. McSHANE. I notice that in the commissioners’ report the
value of the Omaha bridge is fixed at $2,000,000.

Mr. DALZELL, Yes, sir.

Mr. McCSHANE. What is the amount of the first mortgage on that
bridge? =

Mr. DALZELL. That I can not state; I have not the details here.

Mr. McSHANE. It is§2,500,000. !

Mr. DALZELL. The gentleman will find the figures in the minority
commissioner's statement.

Mr. OUTHWAITE. It is counted in the $60,000,000.

Mr. DALZELL. Yes, sir. I wish it to be understood that having
added together what I understand to-be the fair value of the unsub-
sidized portions of the Union Pacific system, I have taken from that
ascertained value the aggregate amount of liens as I get them from
Commissioner Pattison’s report.

Mr. FELTON. Liens prior to the Government lien?

Mr. DALZELL. Yes, sir; prior to any lien the Government would
have. The gentleman will find the statement on page 200 of the re-
port of the commission, it is included in the report of Commissioner
Pattison.

Mr. FELTON, If there is any lien on the bridge it wonld be in-
cluded in that statement.

Mr. DALZELL, Certainly. -

Now, it I am right in my view of this matter, then the passage of
this bill, if accepted, will supply the lacking qualities, so far assecurity
is concerned. It gives the Government a valuable and a sufficient se-
curity, and insures the nltimate payment of the debt. As time presses,
I omit any minute description of the safeguards which are inserted in
this bill to render entirely effective ihe security that the Government
would have. I simply mention them briefly,

In the first place, the provisions of the bill must be accepted; and
thereupon we stand on the basis of a contract with a new mortgage,
not a statutory mortgage, but a contract mortgage, covering everything
that the Union Pacific Railroad Company owns—railroad, terminals,
stations, investments, earnings—everything that is capable of being ap-
plied to the payment of its debis. Furthermore, although, as I have
said, it will be almost ten years before the Government debft accrues,
yet, according to the provisions of this bill, payment commences at
once, and upon default of any payment for ninety days, the mortgage
may be foreclosed. S

Yurthermore, in order to provide against contingencies, the Govern-
ment may pay prior liens, and be subrogated to the rights of the hold-
ers of such liens. In addition to that, the Government is not bound to
pay to these roads a single dollar of the money to become due them for
services rendered until payments have been faithfully made by the
railroad companies under the terms of the mortgage.

Fipally, if these companies do nof see fit to accept this act, then the
provisions of the Thurman act are extended over the Kansas Pacific
Railroad, and payments are to be made which are largely in excess of
those called for in the first period of five years under the terms and pro-
visions of this bill. *

Now, I take it that, lookingat this matter from a business standpoint,
only one other question remains for a business man to answer, and that
is: Can the debtor comply with the terms of the agreement if it sees fif
to accept them? With respeet to that question I call attention to the
last annual statement, showing the surplus earnings of the Union Pacific
Railroad system. The net surplus for 1836 was $3,440,801.38. The
first anfl second payments called for by the bill before the House—the
first year’s payments, in other words—amount to $1,694,400, leaving
a surplus of $1,746,000 to the company for contingent expenses, divi-
dends, or whatever it may see fit to apply it to.

And justat this point I need not argue to the House, to a Housecom-
posed of men of business, that no scheme for the extension of a debt
lasting through a period of fifty years wonld have any chance of suc-
cess which would leave the stockholders in a position that during all
that time they would receive no return on their investment. Under
such circumstances it is not human to expect that the railroad would

be run in theinterest of its creditors, but rather in the interest of specu-
lators and stock-jobbers.

Now, I said at the outset that there was not only a business question
but a moral question involved, and I said also that this bill met both,

of the question, both the business aspect and the moral; and
I will address myself for a few minutes now to that second proposi-
tion.

Prior to 1873 the management of the Pacific railroads had been the
subject of legislative investigation. At the third session of the Forty-
second Congress a committee which is known in the literature of this
subject as the Wilson committee made a report. That report reached
conclusions of fact and conclusions of law, and I desire to call the at-
tention of the House briefly to what those conclusions were, both of
fact and law, as illustrating what interest there is on our part now in

| any vindication of justice.

According to the findings of fact as embodied in the commissioner’s
report the Union Pacific Railroad, from Omaha to Ogden, had been
constructed under three contracts, known as the Hoxie contract, the
Ames contract, and the Davis contract. It was further found during
the investigation that assignments had been made of these contracts
to a construction company known as the Credit Mobilier of Amer-
ica, whereby the profits derived from these contracts were secured to
the promoters of the Union Pacific Railroad Company themselvés.
The persons who received the profits determined the amount thereof
by their own votes.

It was further found that, by virtue of these contracts, there was a
profit on the construction of the Union Pacific, on the subsidized por-
tion of the railroad, amounting to $43,900,000. Nearly forty-four mill-
ions stolen from the stockholders of the Union Pacific Railroad Com-
pany and taken from the security of the United States! Such were the
findings of fact; or, to state them in another way, the minority com-
missioner finds from the same Wilson committee report that, allowing
for discount, the railroad was built for less than the proceeds of the first-
mortgage bonds and the Government bonds, and the builders took as
profit part of the proceeds of those bonds as well as the income bonds,
the land-grant bonds, and the stock. The charge upon the books of
the company as the cost of the construction is one hundred millions
and odd hundred thousands of dollars. And I say to the gentleman
who preceded me that he can not feel any more indignation than I feel,
or than any honestly constructed man can feel, against the audacious
robbery by which the lien of the Government was depleted and these
corporations robbed of what belonged to them.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Towa. Are not the men who constituted this
construction company and who took the thirty-six millions of sto¢k and
paid only $218,000 of money, are they not the same men who manage
this road to day? .

Mr. DALZELL. I understand they are not.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Iowa. Will you say that they are not?

Mr. DALZELL. I say as the result of a very careful, and I believe
conscientious, examination of this affair on my part, that they are not
the same men. }

Those are the conclusions of fact, and I beg the attention of the House
now to what were the conclusions of law, because herein lies the an-
swer, and I think, with all deference to my friend from Towa [Mr. AN-
DERSON ], an unanswerable answer to his position, that some other
scheme than that of an extension ought to be adopted. I will go with
him as far as the law will allow me to go in punishment of those de-
serving punishment, but I say to him that since 1873 no crimes have
been committed which will at all compare with the erimes committed
prior to 1873, and that against any attempt of the United States Gov-
ernizent to punish these crimes there rises up as an impassable barrier
the decision of the highest tribunal of this country.

Mr. ANDERSON, of Towa. Let me ask the gentleman where in the
catalogue he places the issuance of twenty-four millions of stock at the
time of the consolidation between the Kansas City branch and the Union
Pacific Railroad Company, which issuance of stock was in violation of
the act of Congress approved March 3, 18737

Mr, DALZELL. I will show the gentleman, if I have fime, that
that is covered by the decision in 98th United States.

In 1873, when these crimes were first investigated, when the country
was indignant, and when these crimes had been made the subject of
thorough and laborious investigation on the part of able men in this
House, the conclusions of law were these, and I desire to call your at-
tention to them.

The Wilson committee find, in the first place, that the facts would
justify a judgment of forfeiture. But calling to mind the fact that a
Jjudgment of forfeitnre upon a quo warranto gives nothing in America
but the Tight to administer the assets of the corporation, and does nof,
as in England, forfeit the property to the Crown, they said as wise men
that that would be a useless performance. They find further, as a mat-
ter of law, that under the acts of 1862 and 1864, incorporating these
companies, the Government had the right to repeal the charters, but
like wise men again they said, why kill the corporation simnply for the
sake of raising up an administrator to administer its asseis? So they
abandoned that remedy. They found as a further matter of fact that
the United States occupy a dual or twofold relation with respect to these
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corporations, namely, that of sovereign and that of creditor; and they
concluded, as wise lawyers, Isay, would, that as a creditor the United
States had no standing in court.

[Here the hammer fell. ]

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimons consent that
the gentleman from Penrsylvania be permitted to continue, not to ex-
ceed ten minutes.

Mr. WEAVER. If you give us ten minutes also there will be no
objection.

Mr. McCREARY. Is that all the time that will be asked ?

Mr. OUTHWAITE. Ten minutes from now.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the requestof the gentleman
from Ohio?

There was no objection. ;

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I say this committee concluded, as
a matter of law, that the United States as a creditor had no standing
in court; but it did conclude that by reason of the loan of the credit

of the United States to these corporations to earry on a great public |

urpose they therefore—the corporations—became trustees, and the

nited States, as cestui que trust, had aright to go into courtand call for
an account.

Now, I beg you to remember that this committee decided asa matter
of law that the United States had the one remedy and only one left,
which was, to pursne these parties, the corporations, as trustees in a
court of equity.

Upon the recommendation of the committee then this House passed

the act of 1873, which instructed the Attorney-General to proceed against
the Credit Mobilier, and the parties who organized it, and ail those who
had been robbing the Government and robbing the roads, in any circuit
court of the United States. What wastheresult? I commend this to
my friends who oppose the bill for the sake, as they say, of vindicating
justice.
g The result was that the United States Supreme Court declared, in
terms unquestionable and not to be misunderstood, that the relation of
trustee and cestui que trust, the whole ground on which this bill was
based dil not exist. and that until the maturity of the debt the United
States had no standing in court; that it was the stockholders who had
been robbed, that it was the corporation which had been wronged, that
the United States had made its contract, had secured its lien, that
its debt was not due, and that until it was due and unpaid it had no
right to complain. And if my friends upon the otherside of the ques-
tion will point out to me any method or any remedy whereby the de-
cision.of the Supreme Court in the case of the United States against
the Union Pacific Railroad Company in 98th United States can be
avoided, I will cheerfully join hands with them in the prosecution of
wrongdoers. =

Now, with reference to the manner in which this bill meets that
phase of the question, I call the attention of the House to section 12 of
the bill, which provides that the acceptance of the provisions of this
bill shall per se act as a continuing power of attorney to the Attorney-
General of the United States to prosecute, either civilly or criminally,
any person or persons whoin the past have been or in the present are
orin the foture may be liable by reason of illegally appropriating or
misappropriating the assets of this corporation; and not only that, but
makes it incumbent uponthe Attorney-General—makes it hisduty, not
his choice—to commence and continue such prosecutions until the
money shall be, if possible, collected, to be then applied as a credit on
the debts owing by these companies. : ;

The passage of this bill and its acceptance by these companies will
bring into the Treasury of the United States, to the relief of the tax-

- payers of this country, an ultimate sum amounting to $110,000,000—

aprincely sum, amore than imperial dowry; and I can not be persuaded
that the intelligent masses of this conntry would not visit with con-
dign punishment the members of a Congress who, with such a glitter-
ing possibility within their reach, should sacrifice it for a fanciful vin-
dication of public justice at the expense of the public purse.

It brings in $25,000,000 before thedebtisdue. It condonesno wrong.
On the contrary, it points out the only feasible and practicable mode
of punishing wrong-doers. ! ; )

Mr, Speaker, I count it amongst the chief glories of the Republic,
filled as its history is with great civil and military achievements, that,
great rebellion, while it reached ount with
one hand for union it reached out with the other for empiré; that while
it contributed with a generosity incapable of measurement men and
money to the integrity of the Union and the subversion of rebellion it
at the same time, through difficulties manifold, overcame the moun-
tain barriers of nature, and bound with bands of steel our eastern to
our westerncoast. And nosadder commentary, in my judgment, could
be written on our lack of advancement than that history should say of
us that we were less successful as legislators in time of peace in deal-
ing with problems of business and finance than we were as soldiers on
the tented field in solving the great problem of liberty, whereby there
was secured for all time, let us hope, the integrity of a continent to a
peaceful and prosperous career under the sacred folds of the old flag of
our fathers. [Loud applause. ]

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

The SPEAKER announced as managers on the part of the House of
the conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill
(H. R. 7316) to divide the Great Sioux reservation into separate smaller
reservations, and for other purposes, Mr. PEEL, Mr. HUDD, and Mr.
NELsox.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, informed
the House that the Senate had passed bills of the following titles; in
which the concurrence of the House was requested:

A Dbill (8. 869) for the relief of the sufferers by the wreck of the
United States steamer Tallapoosa;

A Dbill (8. 283) to amend sections 2474 and 2475 of the Revised Stat-
utes of the United States, setting apart a certain tract of land lying near
the headwaters of the Yellowstone River as a public park; ;

A Dbill (8. 1697) to grant the right of way through the Indian Terri-
tory to the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company for the pur-
pose of constructing a railway, and for other purposes; and

A bill (8. 2550) appropriating $20,000 for the expenses of special and
select committees of the Senate.

The message further announced that the Senate had passed the bill
(H. R. 1956) to ratify and confirm an agreement with the Gros Ventre,
Piegan, Blood, Blackfeet, and River Crow Indians in Montana, with
amendments, requested a conference with the House en the bill and
amendments, and had appointed as conferees on the part of the Senate
Messrs. DAWES, STOCKBRIDGE, and DANIEL.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The SPEAKER. By special order of the House, this day, after the
consideration hoar, has been set apart for the consideration of bills and
mensures reported from the Committee on Private Land Claims. The
chairman of the committee, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mc-
CREARY], is entitled to the floor.

EXPENSES OF SENATE INVESTIGATIONS.

Mr, BURNES. I desire‘to call up a bill which has just passed the
Senate, appropriating a sum of money for certain Senatorial expenses.

Mr. MCCREARY. The Chair has stated that I am entitled to the
floor, but as the gentleman from Missonri informs me that the bill he
has indicated will only take two or three minutes, and there will be no
discussion, and that if any discussion shall arise he will withdraw the
bill. I yield to him for that purpose.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ele., That there be appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 20,000, to be Knmedl.ntel available,
for the expenses of special and select committees and inqguiries and investiga-
tions ordered by the Senate.

Mr. BURNES. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be taken from
the Speaker’s table and put upon its passage.

There being no objection the bill was read three times and passed.

Mr., BURNES moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pats:?ed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ANSON RUDD.

Mr. McCREARY. I call up for consideration the hill (H. R. 6879)
which has been referred-to the Committee of the Whole House.
The bill was read, as follows:

A bill (H. R. 6579) to anthorize the Secretary of the Treasury to convey to Anson
?ud(:a{g t:alt‘.: State of Colorado, eertain real estate in the county of Fremont,
n sa .

Be it enacted, ele., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized, without consideration, to make, execute, and (ieliver all needful in-
struments conveying and transferring all the rlgi:t, title, and interests of the
United States in and to a certain tract of land situate in the county of Fremont
and State of Colorado to Anson Rudd, of Colorado; the tract of land above de-
scribed being the same tract which Anson Rudd and Harriet Rudd, his wife,
epm'?;ed to the United States by general warranty deed, without considera-
tion, dated March 20, 1868, descri as follows, to wit: Beginning at the north-
west corner of the northeast quarter of section 32, township 18 south, range 70
west ; thence east 100 rods ; thence south 40 rods; thence west 100 rods; thence
north 40 rods, to beginning, containing 25 acres.

Mr. McCREARY. I ask unanimons consent that the Committee of
the Whole be discharged from the further consideration of this bill and
that it be now considered in the House.

There was no objection,

Mr. McCREARY. This bill embraces only 25 acres. It was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. SymEs]. It seeks simply
to convey this land back to the party who owned it and who conveyed
it to the Secretary of the Treasury before Colorado was made into a
State in order that a ‘penitentiary might be erected thereon. If it is
desired the report may be read. This bill simply authorizes the See-
e of the Treasury to convey back this tract of.land of 25 acres
which were originally conveyed for the erection of a penitentiary and
were not used therefor. 3 5

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. McCREARY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
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passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table. 3 3
The latter motion was agreed to.

HAYEM & TAYLOR.

Mr. McCREARY. Inow callup forconsideration the bill (H. R. 6394)
for the relief of Hayern & Taylor:

The bill was read, as follows: ’

De it enacted, cle., That all the right, title, clatm, and interest of the United
Btates to certain traets of land in the parish of Iberia, in the Siate of Louisiana,
and described as a tract of land near the town of New Iberia, in said State, and
furiier described in the official maps of the General Land Office of the United
States 25 section 13, township 11 south, range 6 cast, late southwest district of
Louisiana, containing 221.83 acres, be, and the same is hereby, granted and con-
veyed to Hayern & Taylor, suecessors of Hayern, Taylor & De Blane, their sue-
cessors, Lransferees, vendees, and assignees: Provided, That this shall bave the
effect only of a quit-claim of all the rigﬁt. title, and interest of the United States
therein, not to affect aug valid adverse right or title to said land, nor create any
liability on (he part of the United States.

Mr. McCREARY. A bill similar to this was favorably reported in
the Forty-eighth and Forty-ninth Congresses, but its consideration was
not reached. This bill was introduced by the gentleman from Lonisi-
ana | Mr. GAY], and the land, which only embraces 221.83 acres, is sit-
uated in his district.

The bill only asks that the Government execute a quit-claim deed
io the land named. And as the sarveyor-general and the register of
the land office have reported in favorof it, and as the committee isnnani-
mously in favor of it, and as committees in two Congresses have rec-
ommended it, I hope the bill will pass.

1 desire to havea verbal amendment made by substituting for * Hay-
ern,’’ wherever it occurs, the name *‘ Hayem.”’

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BLOUNT. Has the Government been claiming any title?

Mr. McCREARY. I do not think the Government has ever set up
any claim, but it has bheen thonght hest to remove any shadow that
might possibly rest on this title. Y

Mr. GAY. The Government has no claim, but there is some am-
biguity in the record which it is desired to have corrected.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be-
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

The title was amended to conform to the bill.

Mr. McCREARY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

JOHN 8. FILLMORE.

Mr. McCREARY. Mr. Speaker, I eall up the bill (H. R. 671) for the
rvelief of the heirs of John 8. Fillmore, deceased.

The bill was read, as follows:

Whereas on the 14th day of December, A. D. 1864, John 8. Fillmore, then of
Denver, Colo., since deceased, conveyed to the United States of America lots
numbered 28 and 20, in block numbered 46,in Denver City (east division), per
survey of E. D. Boyd, in the then Territory of Colorado, for the purpose and
upon the condition that the same should be occupied as a post-office site, which
condition has never been in any part performed: Therefore,

Be it enacted, ete., That all the interest which the United States of Ameriea ac-
quired by, through, or under the said deed to the said lots as above described
be,and the same is hereby, relinquished to and vested in the persons who b
the laws of Colorado would have been entitled thereto at the date of the deat
of said Fillmore had the said déed never been made, and to their heirs and as-
signs forever.

Mr. McCREARY. I move that the Committee of the Whole be dis-
charged from the further consideration of this bill.

The motion was to.

Mr. McCREARY. The report in this case was prepared by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. WASHINGTON], and I now yield him so
much of my time as he may need to explain the bill to the House.

Mr. WASHINGTON. If gentlemen desire to hear the report I will
send it to the Clerk’s desk and have it read, but the case is one as to
which I apprehend there will be no controversy. In the year 1859 a
number of citizens of the United States settled on a portion of the
public land at the point now known as the city of Denver. The town-
site company, after dividing the land into lots and blocks and laying
out streets and alleys, gave a certificate of title to certain of these lots
to a man named Parkinson. He held the lots and made improvements
thereon, and in 1863 he deeded two of them to Fillmore. Fillmore, for
the purpose of inducing the Government to erect a post-office building
at that point, made a conditional deed to the United States of two of
the lots on condition the post-office should be erected thereon. When,
however, the Government had got the property surveyed, a different
site in another part of the town was selected for the post-office, and
these lots have remained ever since unused and unoccupied,with the
conditional title resting in the United States. This bill simply makes
a reconveyance to Fillmore and his heirs of such title as he had at the
time he made the conditional deed to the Government. That is the
whole case, and the committee were unanimous in the recommendation
that the bill should be passed.

Mr. McADOO. Does the Commissioner of the General Land Office
recommend the passage of this bill ?

Mr. WASHINGTON. Yes, sir; it has been submitted to the Land
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Office and we have their report upon it. The Government has no use
for this ground. ; :

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: and
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and .

Mr. WASHINGTON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

HENEY VOLCEER.

Mr. McCREARY, I call up the bill (H. R. 2096) to confirm the
title of the heirs or legal representatives of Henry Volcker, deceased,
to a certain tract of land in the Territory of New Mexico, and I move
that the Committee of the Whole be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the bill, and that it be now considered in the House.

The motion was agreed to.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be il enacted, efe., That the heirs, assigns, or legal representatives of Henry
Volcker, deceased, be, and they are hereby, confirmed in their title to 640 acres
of land situated in the Territory of New DMexico, being the tract of land located
by virtue of a certificate numbered 169, of the second class, issued by the board
of land commissioners for the county of Bexar and Republic of Texas to Simon
Prado, and dated January 5, 1846, and more particularly described in thedpln&
and field-notes accompanying survey numbered 38, in section numbered 15,
situated on the table-land or plain between the Rio Grande and the Pecos River,
now on filein the office of t{:c commissioner of the general land office of the
State of Texas,

Sk, 2. That the Commissioner of the General Land Office, upon the receipt
of the proper plat and survey of the said tract of land, executed by the proper
officer, shall issue a patent therefor to the said Henry Volcker: Provided, how-
ever, That such patent shiall be construed into a relingquishment only of title on
the part of the United States, and shall not affect the right of any thicd person,

Mr. McCREARY. The report in this case was prepared by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. THoyas], and I yield him so much of my
time as he may require in connection with this bill.

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, as this case can be
more easily and briefly explained orally than by reading the report, I
will, with the permission of the House, make a brief statement. By
the laws of the Republic of Texas the head-right certificates for 640
acres of land were authorized to be issned to immigrants who had re-
sided in the Territory a certain length of time, and those rights were
confirmed by the State of Texas after it was admitted into the Union.
All of these claims within the boundaries of the State have heen con- -
firmed as to their title, so far as to enter a patent and make the title
perfect. In the case in question a certificate of the kind I have de-
scribed was issued and the land located within the boundaries of the
Republic of Texas; but after the State came into the Union, its
boundaries extending to the Rio Grande, the United States purchased
a large additional tract of land, for which it paid about $10,000,000,
and it happened that {his 640 acres was included in the tract purchased
by the United States.

Mr. PAYSON. Does the gentleman mean the Gadsden purchase?

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. The Gadsden purchase. Of course,
the State of Texas can not comply with its contract to issue a patent
for this 640 acres, the tract being beyond its jurisdiction. It seems to
me there is no equitable or legal right in the United States to claim this
land, it having been actually given to this man under the laws of Texas,
hoth as a republicand as a State, and he being in possession of the land
and oecupying it at the time the territory was sold to the United States.
This bill simply provides that the United States shall relinquish what
right it may have, in form, to this 640 acres of land, and does not in-
terfere in any way with any conflicting rights that may have arisen be-
tween individuals or betvween any parties whatever except this claim-
ant and the United States.

Mr. PAYSON. I wish to ask the gentleman whether the opinion of
the Commissioner of the General Land Office has been taken with ref-
erence to the propriety of this proposed legislation?

Mr. THOMAS, of Wiscongin. I am not aware that his opinion has
been asked at this session of Congress, but I do know that it was asked
in the Forty-ninth Congress.

Mr. PAYSON. And did his opinion favor it?

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. It was favorable. The Committee on
Private Land Claims in the Forty-ninth Congress reported the bill favor-
ably, as it has been reported in this Congress.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read athird time; and being
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin, moved to reconsider the vote by which
the bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to,

UNITED STATES COURT FOR PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS,
Mr. McCREARY. I call up for present consideration House bill
No. 7643.
The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows:

A bill to establish a United States land couft, and to provide for a judicial in-
vestigation and settlement of private land claims in the Territories of Arizona,
New Mexico, and in the State of Colorado.

Mr. PAYSON. I wish to make a parliamentary inguiry.

Mr. McCREARY. I am directed by the committee to send up some
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amendments to this bill which I think will meet the difficulty upon
which the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. PAYsoN] proposes to raise a
point of order.

Mr. PAYSON. Reserving whatever rights I may have, I wish to say
this: There are several sections of this bill to which I think a point of
order would be properly sustained. I am opposed to them, and I de-
sire not to waive any right I may have to make a point of order at the
proper time,

Mr. McOREARY, I understand that.

Mr. PAYSON. Assuming thatany right I may have will be reserved,
I have no objection to yielding in order to hear the amendments read.

Mr, McCREARY. That is understood.

Mr. HOLMAN., I observe that this bill involves an appropriation of
money.

The SPEAKER. It does.

Mr, HOLMAN. And the gentleman from Kentucky, as I under-
stand, desires to have it considered in the House.

Mr. McCREARY. The bill does involve the creation of an office,
but does not appropriate any money.

Mr. HOLMAN. Still it is subject under the rules to a point of or-
der which would send it to the Committee of the Whole. But if the
gentleman from Kentucky desires to have the bill considered in the
House, subject to the same rules as in Committee of the Whole, Ishall
not be inclined to object.

The SPEAKER. The bill is on the House Calendar, and unless a
point of order is made it will of course remain in the House. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky sends up certain amendments to be read for
information.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amend by striking ont section 3, section 4, and section 5.

Amend line 4, section 10, by inserting, after the word * Colorado,"” the words
*“notice of the of this act.”

Amend section 13, Eina 22, by substituting the word " and” forthe word **or.”

Amend section 18, line 3, by inserting, after the word “ lands,” the following
words: * Claimed in either of said Territories or States under or by virtue of
any right, title, or authority derived from Spain or Mexico, or under the laws,
usages, and customs thereof.”

Mr. PAYSON, Mr. Speaker, the amendment proposed by the gen-
tleman from Kentucky, to strike ont the three sections named, meets
the point I had intended to make; hence I have nothing further to say.

= Mr. McCREARY. I move to dispense with the first reading of the
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky asks unanimous
consent to dispense with the reading of the bill at this time. Is there
objection?

Mr. PAYSON. How is this bill to be considered? Isit not in the
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union?

The SPEAKER. The bill is on the House Calendar; and unless
some other arrangement be made it will be considered under the rules
usually prevailing in the House, subject, of course, to the calling of
the previous question at any time.

Mr. PAYSON. I desire to make a point of order as to the position
of the bill on the Calendar. The provisions of the bill necessitate an
expenditure of about $30,000 of the public money annually. Hence,
it seems to me that the bill, under the rules, is improperly on the
House Calendar.

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided, a moment ago, that if the point
were raised the bill must be considered in Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HorLaax]
suggested that point, and then declined to insist upon it. There-
apon:

Mr. PAYSON. I make that point of order.

Mr. HOLMAN. I did not press the point of order becaunse I sup-

the gentleman from Kentucky intended to have the bill considered
in the House as in Committee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear that.

Mr. PAYSON. I do not desire any limitation upon the debate on
the bill; but with the understanding that it is to be considered in the
House as in Committee of the Whole, I will not press the point of order.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. PAYs0N] siates
that he will not insist on the point of orderif it beunderstood that the
bill will be considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union.

Mr. MCCREARY. What does the gentleman mean by ‘‘asin Com-
mittee of the Whole?

Mr. PAYSON. * That it ghall be considered without any limitation
on the debate—that it be debated as in Committee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state what would be the effect of
an order that the hill be considered in the House as in the Committee
of the Whole on thestate of the Union. General debate would proceed
subject, inthe Committee of the Whole tc the right of the House by an
order to close the debate, which right exists of course in the Commit-
tee of the Whole. The bill would then, after the closing of general de-
bate, be considered by sectionsunder the five-minute rule, Inthe Forty-
eighth Congress the Chair submitted to the House the question whether
or not, when a bill was being considered in the House as in Committee
of the Whole, the House would close debate by the previous guestion

or by an order; and the House decided that, by analogy to proceedings
in Committee of the Whole, it would close it by an order. Since that
time such has been the practice.

Mr. McCREARY. The previous question would be in order?

The SPEAKER. It would be in order, but would operate only on
the amendment upon which it was moved, or upon that and a pending
amendment.

Mr, PAYSON. Iwishthe gentleman from Kentucky to understand
that I am not making any captious opposition, but merely insisting
that we shall have the ordinary privileges of debate which under the
rules are allowed in Committee of the Whole on bills of this character.

Mr. HOLMAN. There should be some understanding about the
length to which this debate should be allowed to run.  Of course, gen-
tlemen representing the Territories and the State interested in the pro-
visions of the bill will beheard, but it would be well, in my judgmen
to fix somelimit to the debate before it is commenced. Evenif the bi
is to be considered in the House as in the Committee of the Whole, we
ought to fix the time which is to be allowed in the debate. Is an hour
and a half sufficient? I wounld suggest two hours. Is there objection
to that?

Mr. PAYSON. I think the debate should proceed in the regular
way, and therefore I am inclined to insist on my point of order that
the bill must have itsfirst consideration in the Committee of the Whole.

Mr. McCREARY. It will be in order of conrse to discuss the bill
under the five-minute rule, and in view of that fact I do not see why
the general debate should not be closed in a shorter period than has
been suggested.

Mr. PAYSON. I insist on my point of order.

The SPEAKER. The point being made, the bill must receive its
first consideration in the Committee of the Whole.

Mr. McCREARY. I move that the House resolve itself into the
Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the bill.

The niotion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved itself
into the Cominittee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, Mr. BLOUNT
in the chair.

Mr. McCREARY. I move that the fiest reading of the bill for in-
formation be dispensed with.

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly.

Mr. McCREARY. Mr, Chairman, the ohject of the bill under con-
sideration is to provide for a judicial investigation and settlement of
private land ¢laims in the Territories of New Mexico and Arizona and
in the State of Colorado, arising by virtue of any right, title, or author-
ity derived from the Spanish or Mexican Governments which the Gov-
ernment of the United States should respect under the provisions of
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, proclaimed July 4, 1848, or the
treaty known as the Gadsden treaty with Mexico, concluded December
30, 1853, or under the laws, usages, or enstoms of Spain or Mexico con-
cerning the disposal of lands.

The Committee on Private Land Claims, after careful consideration,
agreed unanimously to report this bill with a favorable recommenda-
tion. It is believed that if it is passed and becomes a law private land
claims in the Territories of New Mexico, Arizona, and in the State of
Colorado, so long a source of vexation and harassment to the people,
so long retarding progress and immigration and improvement, will be
speedily settled.

The importance of this measure is shown by the number of acres or
land the title to which is to be settled under its provisions. The
Commissioner of the General Land Office states that there are now
pending in Congress and awaiting confirmation reports of surveyors-
general upon private land claims as follows:

Acres,
In New Mexico, 107 claims, covering. 8,704, 785
In Arizona, 15 claims, COVEFINE .....cccrsmmmssssusmmes Trusssrassssasssinresannssassssns 414, B33
In Colorado, claims covering...... 229, 814
Making a total of. 9, 349,432

The number of acres for which no claim has been filed and the num-
ber of acres for which claims have been filed but which are undecided
are nof included in these fignres.

1tis, however, estimated that the total number of acres claimed under
private land grantsand which are unsettled, in New Mexico, cover about
10,€00,000 acres; in Arizona, about 6,000,000 acres; and in Colorado,
about 1,500,000 acres, making altogether the enormons territory of 17,-
500,000 acres, being more than the combined area of the States of Mas-
sachusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampshire.

The bill proposes to speedily settle the title to this immense extent
of territory. .

The demand for a speedy settlement of these land claims comes from
the people and from their Representatives in Congress, and from their
most prominent officials.

Justice to the people of these sections where development and progress
have been retarded for many years; justice to the Government of the
United States, whieh is honorably bound by solemn treaty obligations,
and proper respect for the progress of this age and the movement west-
ward *‘of the Star of Empire,”” demand prompt and efficient legisla-
tion. Secretaries of the Interior and Commissioners of the General Land
Office have repeatedly urged a speedy setilement of these land titles.

.




1888.

CONGRESSIONATL RECORD—HOUSE.

2579

Mr. PAYSON. Will it interrupt the gentleman to ask a question?

“Mr. McCREARY. No, sir. -

Mr. PAYSON. Do we understand the gentleman to give us to infer
by that statement that the Secretary of the Interior or the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office approves this present bill, or that any
Secretary of the Interior or any Commissioner of the General Land
Officer has ever approved a scheme like this?

Mr. McCREARY. This bill has not been referred to the Secretary
of the Interior, because, as I understand it, the House of Representa-

_ tives is competent to consider and adopt such measures as it thinks
proper in connection with these matters, and I have not consulted the
Secretary of the Interior about this bill.

Mr. PAYSON. But the gentleman stated, as I understood him—
without desiring to interrupt his remarks—that the Secretary of the
Interior and the Commissioner of the General Land Office had asked a
speedy adjustment of these claims, and I thought the inference made
on the House was that this had been the requestof the present officials
of the Department.

Mr. McCREARY. What I said was that the Commissioners of the
General Land Office and the Secretaries of the Interior had a
speedy settlement of the private land claims, and in support of that I
will read some extracts.

The Secretary of the Interior said, in his annual report of 1880:

Its operation has been a failure, amounting to denial of justice both to the
claimants and to the United States.

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, in his report for the
year 1886, said: ; :

A speedy and effective plan for the disposal of land claims in New Mexicoand
Arizona is demanded by the exigencies of the case. ¥

The Commissioner of the Land Office, in his report for 1876, said:

While these private land claims remain in their present unsettled condition
it will continue to retard emigration to and settlement in said Territories, and
until the titles thereto are ascertained and the land segregated from the public
domaih it will be impossible to determine which is publie land, subject to appro-
priation and settlement under the public-land laws and whieh is not.

And the surveyor-general of New Mexico, in his last annual report,
declares: i

VWhatis wanted before all things isa speedy settlement of the titles so longleft
in painful uncertainty.

The faith of our Government is solemnly pledged by treaty stipula-
tions to the ascertainment and settlement of these claims. The eighth
article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo provides that—

Mexicans now established in Territories previously b&lotgging to Mexico, and
which remain for the future within the limits of the Uni States, as defined
by the present treaty, shall be free to continne where they now reside, or to re-
move at any time to the Mexican Republie, retaining the property which they
possess in said Territories, or disposing thereof and removing the proceeds
wherever they plense, without their being subjected on this tto any con-
tribution, tax, or charge whatever, _

Those who shall prefer to remain in the said Territories may either retain the
title and rights of Mexican citizens, or acquire those of citizens of the United
States. But they shall be under the obligation to make their election within
one year from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty; and
those who shall remain in said Territories after the expiration of that year,
wilthout having declared their intention to retain the character of Mexicans,
shall be considered to have elected to become citizens of the United States, In
the said Territories rroperty of every kind now belonging to Mexicans not
established there shall be inviolably respected. The present owners, the heirs
of these, and all Mexicans who may hereafter acquire said property by contract
shall enjoy with respect to it guarantics equally ample as if the same belonged
to citizens of the United States.

By the subsequent treaty with Mexico, concluded in 1853, known as
the Gadsden treaty, the provisions of this article were made to apply
to the territory then ceded to the United States by the Mexican Re-
public and to all the rights of persons and property, both civil and eccle-
siastical, within the same as fully and as effectually as if the said
article was again set forth.

In ition of these treaty obligations, and to carry ont in good
faith their stipnlations, Congress passed an act, Approved July 22, 1854,
the title of which is ‘““An act to establish the office of surveyor-general
of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, to grant donations to actual
settlers therein, and for other purposes.”’

Section 8 of that act is as follows:

And be il further enacled, That it shall be the duty of the surveyor-general,
under such instructions as may be given by the Sec of the Interior, to as-
certain the origin, nature, r, and extent of all claims to lands under the
Inws, usages, nnd customs of Spain and Mexico, and for this purpose ma no-
tices, summon witnesses, administer oaths, and do and perform all other neces-
sary acts in the premises. He shall make a full report on all such claims as origi-
nated before the cession of the territory to the United States by the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, of 1848, denoting the various grades of title, with hisdecision
as to the validity or invalidity of each of the same, under the laws, usages, and
customs of the country before its cession to the United States; and shall also
make a report in regard to all pueblos existing in the Territory, showing the
extent and locality of each, stating the number of inhabitants in the said pu-
eblos respectively, and the nature of their titles to the land, Such report to be
made according to the form which may be preseribed by the Secretary of the
Interior, which report shall be laid before Congress for such action thereon ns
may be deemed just and proper, with a view to confirm bona fide grants and
give full effect to the treaty of 1848 between the United States and Mexico:; and
until the final action of Con, on such claims all landscovered thereby shall
be reserved from sale or er disposal by the Government, and shall not be
gubject to the donations granted by the previous provisions of this act,

The provisions of this section were extended to Colorado by the act
of February, 1861, and to Arizona by the act of July 15, 1870. This

remedy has proved unsatisfactory and inadequate, and almost valueless
to claimants, The report of the Land Commissioner of 1880 declares
that after a lapse of nearly thirty years more than one thousand claims
have been filed with the surveyors-general, of which less than one hun-
dred and fifty have been reported to Congress, and of the number so re-
ported Congress has finally acted on but seventy-one. I will file at the
close of my remarks the written statement of the Commissioner of the
General Land Office showing a list of confirmed private land ¢laims in
New Mexico and Colorado, and also a list of one hundred and twenty-
three private land claims in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado now
pending in Congress awaiting confirmation, and the papers of which
claims are before the committee of which I have the honor to be chair-
man. The remarkable fact appears in the written statement of the
Commissioner of the General Land Office that from 1860 to 1869 only
five private land claims were confirmed, and from 1869 to 1879 only
three weére confirmed, and from 1879 to the present time, a period of
nine years, not a single land claim has been confirmed.

Hon. W. A, J. Bparks, in his report of 1836, appropriately said:

The very loose terms of the not of July 22,1554, enable great bodies of land to
be held in indefinite reservation upon the mere assertion of some claim that
perhaps has no foundation, or if id at all is valid only for a fraction of the
claimed area. It is the public demand that whatever valid claims may exist to
any such lands should be finally determined and the overplus of the reserved
lands opened to settlement and entry.

Congress has been far more generous and attentive to private land
claimants on all other lands acquired by purchase or treaty than to the
claimants residing in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado. In 1803,
under the Democratic administration of Mr. Jefferson, we acquired from
France the Louisiana territory, about 757,000,000 acres—larger in ex-
tent than all the thirteen original States, embracing all of Louisiana,
Arkansas, Mississippi, Iowa, Nebraska, Dakota, Idaho, Montana, with
parts of Kansas, Minnesota, Colorado, Wyoming, and the Indian Ter-
ritory.

In the same year Congress provided for two boards of commissioners
to adjust titles in Mississippi Territory. Encouraged by the celerity
of the appointments made, Congress, in 1807, provided for boards of
commissioners to ascertain and settle claims in the whole of the Lou-
isiana purchase.

Florida, containing 38,000,000 of acres, was acquired by the United
States from Spain during the Democratic administration of Mr. Mon-
roe by the treaty of February 22, 1819, and was surrendered to the
United States July 17, 1821. Congress passed an act May 8, 1822, in
less than one year, providing for a board of commissioners, and vested
them with confirmatory powers of land claims.

In 1848, under the Democratic administration of Mr. Polk, by the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, we acquired from Mexico 334,500,000
acres of land, being now California, Nevada, and large parts of Arizona,
Colorado, Utah, and New Mexico. In 1853, under the Democratic ad-
ministration of Mr. Pierce, we acquired by the Gadsden treaty about
30,000,000 acres of land from Mexico, being parts of Arizona and New
Mexico. The act of Congress passed in 1854 applies to such parts of
this land as are embraced in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado.
Land claims in California were settled nnder the act of 1851.

Although forty years have elapsed since the treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo was proclaimed, but little progress has been made in the set-
tlement of land claims in the said Territories and States.

Many plans have been presented and a number of bills have been in-
troduced for the purpose of speedily and justly settling these private
land claims. A land commission has been suggested, but there are
serious objections to this plan.

The act of Congress of 1851 providing such a commission for Cali-
fornia was not a success, and Mr. Lamar, while Secretary of the Inte-
rior, in his annual report declared that—

To the suggestion of a special commission, to sit at convenient times and

1 to-hear and disy of these claims, equally vigorou!&:ljmions are pre-
sented, and it is urged that the experience obtained from the California commis-
sion is of such n character nsto make a tribunal of that kind least advantageous
of all the methods proposed.

Several Commissioners of the General Land Office and several sur-
veyors-general who have had good opportunities on account of their
official duties to ascertain the most efficient means for the settlement of
these claims have earnestly opposed that plan. .

Speedy settlement of titles so long left in perplexing uncertainty is
indispensably necessary, and the proposed legislation anthorizing the
appointment of a board of commissioners, with the right of appeal from
their decision to the district conrts of the Territories or States, and
then to the Supreme Conrt of the United States, would, as these courts
are already overburdened with work and several years behind, delay
the settlement of land claims for many years. The present able and
efficient governor (Ross) of New Mexico said, in his address before the
Committee on Private Land Claims:

To uire settlement by a commission, as in the case of California, would be
impracticable, as the lapse of time in this case has led to interminable complica-

tions and confusion, agzravated by perjury, fraud, and every conceivable form
of in, ous rascality, to that extent that their cirenmvention is impossible ex-

cept through rigid judicial investigation.
Vhat we especially desire as machinery for the adjudication of these matters
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s a separate, independent judiciary, for the time-being disconnected in every
way from the eurrent courts of j astic atrit 1thatahall devote its entire time
and effort to this single purpose, and be in its fullest sense a court of equity, au-
-thorized and competent to take entire jurisdictien of all the complicated piues
of this most extraordinary condition of affairs. No other tribunal can success-
l'ullg En;:)ple with it. Our courts as now constituted are already overwhelmed
with the burden of litigation that is constantly coming before them in increas-
ing volume. To add to their present duties the settlement of these titles would
i'rtot}iemcim' lefinite postp t. The man is not born who would see
eend.

There are also grave legal questions, involving the authority of com-
missioners to exercise judicial power, which increase the objections to
this mode of settlement.

Another proposition is the reference of these claims for adjudication
to the district conrts of the ive Territoriesand States under whose
jurisdiction the lands might be situated, with the right of either party
to appeal from their decisions within six months to the supreme court of
the Territory, and from the decision of that court to the Supreme Court
of the United States within one year.

There are many objections to this plan, only one of which I will pre-
sent. The dockets of the district judges of New Mexico, Arizona, and
Colorado are already crowded with legitimate and indispensable busi-
ness, and they could not undertake this additional work without almost
totally abandoning their regular and necessary duties; and if this double
duty shonld be imposed on them, and appeals from their decisions to the
Supreme Court of the United States should be taken, as would certainly
be done, there would be such interminable delav as would be almost a
denial of justice.

A tribunal clothed with all the fonetions of a court, and anthorized
to judicially investigate and settle private land claims, it is now gen-
erally conceded, will furnish the relief desired. The bill under con-
sideration establishes a United States land court, to consist of a chief-
justice and two associate justices, appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate, and the Secretary of the
Interior is required to provide suitable rooms in the city of Washing-
ton for the occupation and use of said court

The court is divided into three departments, to be known as depart-
ments No. 1, 2, and 3 of the United Statesland court, to each of which
departments one of said justices shall be assigned by the chief-justice,
and such departments may sit simultaneously, and the justice of each
department shall have full power to examine, hear, and determine any

+eause coming before him in said department, and from time to time the
justices are required to sit in banc for the determination of such causes
as may be brought before them, and a competent attorney to represent
.the United States is authorized to be appointed by the President, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

In every case where it does not appear by evidence satisfactory to
the court that the value of the property involved, with improvements
theredn, exceeds the sum of $2,000, the decision of the justice ren-
dered in department shall be final, and in every case where the value
of the property involved, with improvements thereon, is shown to ex-
ceed the sum of $2,000, either party, not satisfied with the decision
rendered, shall have the right of appeal to the court in bane, and in
every case where it does not appear, by evidence satisfactory to the
court, that the valug of the property involved, with improvements
thereon, exceeds the sum of §5,000, the decision of the court in bane
shall be final, and where the value of the property involved, with the
improvements thereon, exceeds the sum of $5,000, either party, not
satisfied with the decision rendered, shall have the right to appeal to
the Supreme Court of the United States in the same manner and upon
the same conditions that is provided by law for the taking of appeals
from decisions of the district courts of the United States.

It is also provided that the court, by one or more of its members, in
the discretion of the chief-justice thereof, shall be in session at least
six months in each and every year, at Santa Fé, in the Territory of
New Mexico; at Tucson, in the Territory of Arizona, and at Denver,
in the State of Colorado, until the business of said court is completed.
The duration of the {erms of said court at the respective places named
shall be regulated by the chief-justice.

Many claims will have to be decided on the papers now in the Gen-
eral Land Office of the Interior Department at Washington, because
in many instances the witnesses are dead or have disappeared.

Yet there are many eases where the witnesses of both the claimant
and the Government wonld be hazarded by a tribunal sitting elsewhere
than in the vicinity of the land, because many of these claims are not
based on written titles, and because also of the perfectness with which
fabricated grants are often supported by papers prepared for the occa-
sion. One or more of the ju therefore, in the discretion of the
chief-justice, shall hold court in the capital of each of the Territories
and States every year.

The surveyors-general of New Mexico and Arizona strenuously urge
that Congress should pass a statute of limitation, fixing a time within
which new claims shall be filed or thereafter be forever barred, and
Commissioners of the General Land Office and Secretariesof the Interior
have for years recommended that such a limitation be fixed.

The bill therefore provides that each and every person, corporation,
or association claiming lands in either of said Territories or State under

or by virtue of any right, title, or authority derived from the Spanish
or Mexican governments, which right, title, or authority it is claimed
the United States is bound to respect under the provisionsof the treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, or the treaty known as the Gadsden treaty, with
the _Govemment of Mexico, or under the laws, usages, and customs of
Spain and Mexico, in the disposal of lands, shall, within two yearsfrom
the date of the approval of this act, present to the said court, or any
Jjustice thereof, a petition setting up the facts npon which claimant re-
lies in support of said claim, or be forever barred, and all lands the
claims to which shall be finally rejected by the said eourt or by the
Supreme Court, and all lands claimed in either of said Territories or
State under or by virtue of any right, title, or authority derived from
Spain or Mexico, or under the laws, usages, and customs thereof, to
which no claim is presented to the said court in two years from the
approval of this act shall be deemed, held, and considered to be a part
of the public domain of the United States.

The Commissioner of the General Land Office in his report of 1886
states that there are thousands of small land-holdings by the native
inhabitants of New Mexico and Arizona who have no elaim of special
grant and are without record evidence or written title, but claim their
possessions solely by right of occupancy and prescription under the laws
and usages of Spain and Mexico. In many instances these aneestral
homes have been handed down from sire to son and from generation to
gencration for more than a hundred years. Most of these occupants
are poor but honest people,whose title the Spanish and Mexican gov-
ernments would have respected, and whose title by occupancy accord-
ing, tothe and customs of Spain and Mexico, is recognized by the
United States under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

Justice and fairness thereforerequired that there shonld be a provision
in the bill that where any claimant shall produce evidence to the satis-
faction of said conrt of the continuous occupany and possession by him-
self, his ancestors, or grantors for forty years next preceding the date
of the approval of this act of atract of land in said Territories or State,
not exceeding 160 acres in extent, no further evidence of title or owner-
skip shall be necessary from such claimant, but he shall beentitled to
confirmation of his title to such land.

Grants of agricultural land by Spain and Mexicodid not convey to the
grantees the minerals found therein, which consequently passed to the
United States under our treaty with Mexico in 1848, :

The policy of the Government should be defined and settled on this
subject, and the bill provides:

That no allowance or confirmation of any claim shall confer any right or
title to any gold, silver, or quicksilver mines, or minerals of the same, unless
the grant claimed affected the donation or sale of such mines or minerals to
the grantee, or unless such ntee has become otherwise entitied thereto, in
law or in equity, but all such mines or minerals shall remain the property of
the United States, with the right of working the same and authorizing the same
to be worked, and every confirmation made and patent issued under this act
shall be made and issned gubject to the rights of the United States to authorize
the lands included in such confirmation and patent to be entered upon by its
citizens for the purpose of cession for locating and working gold, silver,and
quicksilver mines, or minerals of the same, that may be found therein, and to

pass such laws as shall procure such rights and make the same eﬂ’ectunl. which
shall be stated in any patents issued under this act.

Governor Ross, the present governor of New Mexico, says:

‘While it is undeniable that a large proportion of the number of Spanish and
Mexican grants now on file and seeking confirmation are honest and valid in
their ineeption, it is indisputable that in a preponderance of the acreage em-
braced in many of the larger grants the clgim s absolutely fictitious and
founded in fraud.

I'his condition of things has existed now more than thirty years, and instead
of the situation being relieved by what has been done ostensibly to that end, it
has year by year been growing worse, until several millions of acres of as good
land as the sun shines upon is absolutely sealed up against settlement and de-
velopment,

To illustrate the methods that have produced these complications—near the
city of Santa Fé is a grant known as the Cornfield grant. Some one hundred
and forty years ago a citizen of the locality petilioned the governor of the prov-
inece for the concession of agiﬁm of land large enough to keep a stipulated num-
ber of domestic animals and to raise a little corn for the support of his family.
The concession was granted, and it is to be supposed that the petitioner was
duly put in lposseesiou of his grant. In the mutations of time the petitioner
and his family passed away and the land la into a state of nature, and all
evidence of the concession was apparently lost. But a few years ago the evi-
d of the ion, bearing the signature of the governor of a hundred and
forty yvears ago, singularly came to light, accompanied by the application of the
holder and claimant, for the approval of the t b{ the then surveyor-gen-
eral, embracing some 240,000 acres of land. The application was a provecffor
103,000 acres and forwarded to the then Secretary of the Interior for approval
by Congress. Not long since this grant was surveyed by order of the present
surveyor-general, in careful accordance with the natural objects specified in the
concession, as near as it was possible to fix them, and found to contain a frac-
tion less than 130 acres. y

Another illustration was in what was known as the Ufia de Gato grant, in one
of the northern counties of the Territory. This concession, purported to have
been made by the governor of New Mexico in 1839, and embraced some 300,000
acres ; it was most carefully drawn and asyparenl.iy perfect in every particular
until it was discovered, after it had passed the approval of the then surveyor-
general and been sent to Congress for confirmation, that the con on I
been prepared lo%uﬂer the governor purporting to have executed it had gone
out of office, and 4 it was, therefore, absolutely fictitious and fraudulent,

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, in his report for 1887,
says there is a well- ized conspiracy on foot to endeavor to secure
a reservation of five millions of acres of land in the garden district of
Arizona, which is based on a manufactured claim that is wholly fraud-
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ulent. Thusgreatareas of land, aggregating millionsof acres, are songht
to be filched from the public domain and from the people.

Hon. George W. Julian, surveyor-general of New Mexico, in his re-
port for 1887, said of the Territory of New Mexico:

Of the patented and ur ted lands I have referred to,a Freg'ating 8,604,005
acres, I think it will be mfe to esiimata that nt least one-h amely, 4,337 4582
acres, have been illegally devoted to private uses under invalid ts or unau-
thorized surveys. If to this sum I ndd the estimate before mentioned of about
4,000,000 acres unlawfully appropriated in cases pending before Congress, an
approximale estimate will be reached covering from 8, Oul] 000 to 9,000,000 acres
of the public domain, which are now, and for manlrry lmve been, in
the grasp of men who have used and enjoyed the lan rtheir own emolnment
and whose earnest prayer is to be let alone in the possession of their ill—sotleu

nts overthe g

gains,

ually noteworthy is the power of these clai al fortunes
of this Territory. They have brooded over it like a peatllenee For a quarter
of a century prior to the inauguration of President Cleveland their ascendency
over Federal and Territorial officials was practically unhindered.

It has been said, ‘‘ To rob a man of his home, and take from him the
shelter and support of his family, is a crime second only to murder.”
To filch from the nation its public domain, which should be held for
actual settlers, is not only a crime against the poor who need homes, but
it is an assault upon justice and law which should not be tolerated.

It is of the highest importance that onr Government shonld ascertain
without delay what lands belong to it, and it is in accordance with
justice and our treaty obligations that we protect bona fide holders in
their rights. Already many millions of acres of our public lands,
nearly equal in extent to the thirteen original States, have been given
away to railroad corporations, much of it rich as the valleys of the
Nile or the Euphrates, and our once almost limitless public domain has
been greatly reduced.

New and dangerous schemers are secking, under the guise of private
land claims, to still further rob the Government of land acquired by its
treasure and by the blood and bravery of its sons.

Unless we call a halt, unless we say to the land-grabber and the
homestead-wrecker, ** Thus far thou shalt go, and no further; here shall
thy proud course be staid,"" it will not be long before, in this great
Republie, stretching from ocean to ocean and from the northern lakes
to the Gulf of Mexico, and comprising over 4,000,000 square miles,
there will no longer be any public land to be occupied as homes for
honest settlers or to be coveted by land pirates and speculators as the
]éram;s of fortunes almost as fabulous and expanding as that of Monte

isto.

New Mexico is approaching statehood. Legislation is now pending
_ for her admission into the Union. Arizona will follow soon. lorado

is already a growing giant in the grand confederation of States. Over
a thousand miles of railroad are projected in these Territories and in
this State. From the deepest depth of the earth to the sky they seem
to be blessed with attractions. Inexhaustible mines of gold and silver
and copper demand development and defy competition. Illimitable
coal deposits sufficient to supply the needs of the continent, agricnlt-
ural lands equal in productiveness to the best in the West, and a eli-
mate as healthful and ealubrious as any in the world invite the farmer,
the laborer, the professional man, the miner, the merchant, and the
manufacturer to come and locate and be happy and prosperons. The
only shadow and the only blight in these marvelous attractions are
the clouded titles of unsettled land claims, which are a perpetual men-
ace to holders and a continued alarm to immigrants.

For over thirty years, or since the act of 1854 proved a failure and
a burden, people in that part of our country have begged and their
legislatures have memorialized Congress for relief.

Under existing law Congress alone has jurisdiction to settle private
land claims, but it has been years since a bill has passed the House of
Representatives confirming and settling a land claim in New Mexico,
Arizona, or Colorado. We owe it to the people and our treaty obliga-
tions require that they should have a fair tribunal for the speedy ad-
justment of private land claims,

The bill under consideration provides a fair, comprehensive, and
speedy plan for the settlement of these claims. The court which is
created only lasts for four years, and it is believed in that time the
relief so earnestly demanded will be granted.

DEPARTMENRT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFI
Washinglon, D, C., February 11, 1888,

S1r: I have prepared list and inclose it for your information.
It will be observed upon reference to said list that there has been confirmed

by Con private land claims in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado Te-

gating 9,668,468.13 acres. There are now pending in Congress reports of sur-

wveyors-general upon private land elaims !n said Territories and State as follows:

Acres.

In New Mexico 107 lai covering 8, 704,785.43

In B L 414,833, 52

In Oolomdo, 1 claim, covering 229, 814.53
Making a total of 123 claims, COVETINE....cuicmius cossrsnssasssnerenes 9, 849, 433, 48
Very respectiully,

e (o
m 5
Hon. Jaues B. McOREARY, il Gl
Chairman Committee on Private Land Claims,
House of chrmenwim

List of confirmed private land claims in New Mexico and Colorado.

Name of confirmee. Name of grant, D‘?rt:::{i?;:' Area.
Acres.
Indians of Pueblo.... «...| Pueblo de Tesuque........ 17,471,12
Do .| Pueblo de Pojoaque 13,520, 38
.| Pueblo de Nambe... 13,586, 33
Pueblo de San [ldefonso 17,202.64
... Pueblo de Santa Clara. 17, 368.52
.| Pueblo de San Juan...... 17,544.77
Pueblo de Sicuris 17, 460. 69
.| Pueblo de Taos....... 17, 360. 55
.| Pueblo de Pecos, 18,763, 83
.| Pueblo de Zia......... 17,514.63
.| Pueblo de Jemez. 17,510, 45
.| Pueblo de Cochiti 24, 256,50
Pueblo de Isleta 110, 080, 81
24,187.29
74,743.11
34, 766, 86
48,123.38
121, 504,53
.| Town of Belen 194, 663,75
Do... .| Town of Chilita .. 41,181, 00
Preston Beck ... .| San Juan Baustitn del 315,099, 72
Ojito del Rio delas
Gallinas,
Inhabitants of town.............| Town of Las Vegas...... 496, 446. 96
Manuel Rivera and 36 men.| Anton Chico.. 378, 537. 50
Elisha Whittlesey et al........| Ortiz Mine,... | Mar. 1,1861 60, 458,33
E.W. Eaton... .| Rancho San Cristoval...| June 21, 1860 81, 632. 67
Legal repre.m,ntntim of | Las Trigos...... ..o vrrer S A 9, 646, 56
F.Trazilla et al.
Luis M. Baca. ..| Fivelocations ..............losss. do 496, 446. 98
John Lany, bishop of New Nuestra Sefior de I1a |......do. 16, 546, 85
Mexico, ln I'.rust Luz.
José 8. Ramirez........... «...| San Pedro............ g Frreet [ e e 35,911.63
José Serafin Bamirez .| Cafiondel Agua June 12,1866 3,001, 2L
Inhabitantsof town. 4 ‘I‘own of Mora .. June 21, 1860 827.621.01
José L. Peren ....... S PereR. Tl d 17,712.00
AntonioSandoval. ! Bbsque del Apache ......|...... 2l 60,117, 39
Pablo Montoya .... ....| Pablo Montoya grant... Mur 3, 1869 655, 468. 07
Pedro Armendaris, .| Valverde and Fray |June2l,1860 352, 504. 51
Cristoval.
DO veis .| Tract opposite Val-
verda,
Gervacio Nolan, heirs of....| Nolan grant.. July 1,1870 48,778.25
C(érn%llo VYigil and Ceran | Los Aniinas,. June 21, 1860 97,650, 96
t. Yrain.
Chas. Beaubien and Gua- [Maxwell grant........oeees oeeens do. wee| 1,714,764.94
dalupe Mirandae,
Charles Beaubien... ..| Bangre de Cristo .. .| June 21, 1860 098, 780. 46
Legal representa.twe “of Alexander Valle grant ,,,,,, SR ek ek 57434
Juan Estevan Sino et ai.
José M. Garcia et al...... .| Cafion de S8an Diego..... i 116, 286, 99
Juande Arguello el al.........| Los Tranipas.. 46 461,22
ImM :1 ricpresentatwea of 8.'| Sebastian Martin grant.. "51, 357, 80
artin
Heirs and legal represent- | Antonio Ortiz grant.....| Mar. 3,1869 163, 921. 68
atives of A. Ortiz,
L. M. C.de Boca.........c...... Ojo del Espiritu Santo..|......d0.......... 113,141, 15
Fr Martinez .| Tierra Amarilla............ June 21 1860 594, 515. 56
Pueblo of SBanta Afia Inilian pueblo of Santa | Feb. ‘J 1869 17,360, 56
na.
John Scolly et al....... e Seolly grant... seenses| JUNeE 21, 1860 108, 507. 64
Inhabitants of town. .| Town of Cravoletta Mar. 3,1560 199, 567, 92
Indians of the pueblo. .| Pueblo of Acoma.... Dec. 22,1858 93, 791, 66
I)0 10 0enasonin snan .| Pueblo of Laguna.........| June2l, 1860 101, 510,78
Jost Maria Perea || Town of Casa Colorada| Dec: 22,1858 131, 779.87
M. G. Chaveset al.... .| Town of Tajique.. June.1,1860 7,185, 55
A, A]rmcnta and 8. Sa Town of San ‘k sidro do. . 11,476, 68
va
J. M. Trujillo et al. .| Town of Manzano . 17, 360, 97
A, illo... Town of Chamita. 1,636, 29
Inhabitants of tow Town of Tejon 12, 801. 46
R. Torres et al.... Town of Torrcon. 14,146.11
A. Bandoval.......... . Aqua Negra...... 17,361.11
Regresenmtirea of P.San- | Ramon Vigil grant,....... 31,802, 92
chez,
P. V. de Santillano ef al...... Los Luceros... Mar, 3,1869 126, 024.50
V. Duran y Armijo... .| Gaspar Ortiz granl’. .| June 21,1860 57.18
J. A. Garein Brazito wodo 10, 612, 57
D, Romoro et al... «-enee) Mesita de Juana Lopez.| Jan, 28,1879 42,022, 85
Benjamin B EAWATAS.....r...|covrresssssssemeaseessssmsnreosssenns June 6,1578 626,79
Grand total 9,668,468.13
List of privale land claims in New Mexico, Colorado, and Arizona pending in Con-
gress.
Area, ascer-
Name of claimant. Name of grant. tained and
estimated,
XEW MEXICO,
Aeres,
Indians of Puehlo Pueblo of Laguna... 123,225.18
i el b Lo L TRl e Pueblo Zia Santa Afiaand 3882, 849.00
Jemez.
Do Pueblo Zufi 17,581, 25
Josdé Sutt Ojo del Afil 69, 445. 55
Heirs of Gervacio Nolan Nolan grant 675, 068, 71
B. M. Montoya. Montoya grant.............cceeee 151, 056, 97
A. SBedillo...... Cafiada de los Apach 88, 079,78
N. A, t N. A, Montoya grant.......... 3,546. 06
Roque Lovato | Roque Lovat 4,619, 86
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List of private land claims—Continued.

List of private land elaims—Continued,

Inhabitants of town.
J.R. Z

BeREsgEacUsanse

=
8 88 8 38k SREERTAISRSI 3H EBINSIVRTSR-LER

A Vallecito 114,
F. A. Gijosa, Rancho de Taos... 1,
F. Garcia Santa Teresa .......... 9,
J. Trujillo. Mesilla and Arroyo S-eer.- B,
J.B. Valdez. Cafion Pcdonmles-...... 256,
V. Martin ef al. Santa Barbarma........c... 18,
F, de Onaga Almazgar Cienegnillo, 45,
A. Martinez Antonio Martinez... 67,
Representatives of Juan de Jesus...... Orejos del Llano de las 48,

Aguagas tract.

N. A. Montoyo......... Ojo de I3 60, 214,
1. Marquez San Miguel del Bado.......... 315, 300,
José Dominguez... use] JOS€ Dominguez........ (*)
J. A. Garcia de Nmmgn wessesnnns| Cafion de San Diego.. 9,572,
F, Sandoval Rancho de Galvan 17
J. M, Vigil Town of Pefia Blanca..,

Representatives ofBartnlome Baca...| Bartolome Baca grant......

Benjamin F' E.dws

8

585,
000,
625,
Fr Vigil 10, 314,
José Manuel Sanchez Baca.. 3, 601.
Ambrosio Armijo ef al 17,361,
Juan Pablo Martin 85, 924,
Antonto de Salazar... 23,351,
Ant Rosa L nhm 23,022,
Representatives of Santiago Durany 3,547
aves,
Antonio Lucero... v vineess] Cafiada de Cochiti grant.... 104, 554.
Harvey E. East Snntl Rameriz grant..... G, 165,
Representativ aso!’ Bebmlmn de Var- de Vargas grant., 24,000,
gas,
Indians of the puablo ofSanla Clam.. Cafiada de Santa Clara ...... 90, 000.
Marinno Barela ef .| Banta Tomas de Yturbide
colony. 8,877,
J. M. C, Chavez et al... .| Town of Abiquin... 10,980,
Domingo Valdez, heirs nf .| Domingo Valdez g'rant i‘)
Indiansof the Pueblos.... .| Pueblosof Santo Domingo 2 143,
and San Felipe.
Manuel Alvarez Ocate E‘)
Andres Aragon el al. .| Las Huertas )
Inhabitants of the to Town of Atrisco... 70, 000. 00
Diego Padilla......... 24,880, 02
Antonio Lucero J. A, Lucero grant.. 8.82
B Plaza Blanco... 14, 000, 00
Rosalia Baldez et al..... Plaza Colorad 18, 240, 00

Area ascer-
Name of claimant. Name of grant, tained and Name of claimant. Name of grant. tained and
estimated
NEW MEXTCO—continued. : KEW MEXIco—continued.
Acres. Acres.
Cafiada de los Alamos......... 13,706.02 | Juan Ignacio Tafoya... .| Cafion de Carnué.........cueees bt
B. de Sena ¢t al Cuy " 400000 | Joaquin Gareia. El Rito 51, 840,00
J. B. Valdez Encinas 6,5683.29 | P. A. Gallegos. Guadalupita ......... 115, 200, 00
J. D, Pefia et al, otera. 594,44 | Pedro Gnilegnnnd.] uan Miguel Maes,| Cieniguilas............. 1,400.00
J. F. Baca y Terrus el al.....cusussreasssens| J. F. Baca y Terrus 1,589, 87 representatives
J. Mirabel et al. Rio G d 109, 043. 80 ———
J. M. de 1a Pefin ef Gl...covssrssssesssans i 2,287. 41 Total acres in New Mexico....... 8, 704, 785, 43
Y. Chavez et al. g, 000, 00
J. O, B 17, 159.57 ARIZONA.
J. SBanchez et al. Town of Cienequilla. 43, 961, 54
N, Ortiz Caja.del Rio...... 62,343.01 | Camon Brothers..... .| Rancho San Rafael del 17,860, 76
J. de Gaboldon Cajon del Rio d § 11, 619. 56 Valle.
J. de Luna ef al San Joaquin del Naci- 131,725 57 | E. B. Perrin et al. wise.| Rancho San Ignacio del 34,722.02
miento. = Bcnbncm:nori
A. De Sandoval y Ma 8, Ban Cl t 89,403.40 | F.Maish ef al.......ccccvsrsarassssmonssissravans ho S8an Ignacio de la 17,208.33
Luis Gold Grant to Luis de Armenta.. 444,24 i Canoa.
Juan Salas ef al. Alamitos. 436.41 | Colorado Commercial and Land Com-| Rancho El Paso de los Al- 22,193.40
Gervacio Nolan — 415, 036, 56 pany. gndonm
F, Balazar cf al 472,736.95 | C. P.Bykes et al T i and 52, 007. 95
V. Trajillo and J. L, Taylor.....g. 45, 000, 00 ! nlnbnm
P. Martin or P. Martin Terrans . 48,336, 12 | Matias Alsua San José de Sa- 7,598, 07
A. Bustamenta and J, J. Martin,. Grant to Marquez & Padiila 637.23 noita,
J. L. Ortiz Sierra Mosca... 33,250, 39 | Ramon Romero ef al.........ccooeevensensns| Rancho San Rafael de la 17,361. 10
R, Archuleta €8 al..oeemomemescon] Town of San Antonio del 18,955, 22 Zanja.
Rio Colorado. Charles D, Poston,....... KT, O e AT 8, 680, 52
Luis Duran el al... .| Town of Ojo Upl:ente ......... 88,500.20 | Janet G. Howard ef ﬂi‘ Rancho San Juan de las 17, 855, 86
F San Miguel Springs tract... 25,176. 39 . Boguillas y Nogales
Arroyo San Lorenzo.. o 130,138,498 | Camon Hermanos Rancho los I\o;,-n]e.s de 10, 638. 63
Juan de Mestas.,. 1, G50, 47 Elias
Cuy: que Pueblo, 17,754.72 | Otero et al Rancho de Otero and 185.70
Ancha 103, 959, 31 house lot.
11,674.37 | Soperi Land and Mining Company...| El Sopori 160, 000, 00
2.319.04 | Representatives of José Maria Mar- | Rancho de Martinez... 74.17
« M. 19, 323 57 tinez.
Mesilla Colony... 33,960,323 | Frederick Maish et al. .| Marin Santisima del Car- .5, 060.16
Lﬁgl mpresenia 14,000, 00 min, or Buena Vista.
George Hill Howard.... .| Tres Alamos..... 44,356, €0
Inhabitants of city....cccmerssas .| City of Santa Fé..... 17,361.11 —_
Manuel @'rujillo. Taylaya tract... 1,003, 55 Total acres in Arizona 414, 833,52
Refugio Colonﬁ .| Refugio Colony... 26, 130,19 = LR e
F. Montes Vigil, for.. .| Town of Ala.med.n o4 108,274, 87 COLORADO,
I de Rowil ¢ Town of Jacona.......ueumee 6, 341,48
A. E. Armenta, for....cumsisinnes.] Town of Cafion del Rio 42,939.21 | A. M. Gomez el al.........corere vereressssennn.| Medano Springs and Za- 229, 814,53
Colorado. pato grant.
e e § I S
. n el al....ieins | Town of Cevi etn. or oya.,. 5 110, .
o Chav Grant to Ignacio Chaves... 243, 036. 43 *Gan not be cstimated,
M. Joaquin ........ Grant to M. Joaquin et al.... 8,632, 04 Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. Mr. Chairman, the Committee on Private
b B e e ana A amos 15 12 | Land Claims, in formulating the bill now under consideration, did not,
M. Momoya amt 8. MEONEOTR veermrrrene] M. and S, Montoya.. 3,253.00 | I think, properly draw the distinction between the conditions exismng
A.Baca M(llxee;im Eo:ﬂom t::l:h Taz 43,653.03 | in these several Territories. The Territory of Arizona, for instance,
A Urban San A oo Prsbion L 1 does not need this bill, and if it should unfortunately pass it will only
_ Luis Jaramilla, Agua Salada 18 prove another engine of oppression to those brave men who have horne
?.m & Sons ; B. Baca & Sons......cvcvcruone 157::2‘ all of hardships that man can bear, who have labored in and out of sea-
o A S A o Ofo de ia Cabra 4 son in an honest effort to establish homes for themselves in a land
‘| Town of Socorro. 843, which only a few short years ago wns known as the great American

desert, but which under their labor now blooms with snch beauty as
to attract the cupidity of the land sharks, and bring down upon them
and their titles the cloud of a Mexican land grant.

Out of the fifteen land grants in the Territory of Arizona I doubt
whether two are valid. Since the men whom I have deseribed have
gone into that unknown land, braving the dangers of the country and
bearing with manly fortitude the sufferings incident to frontier life in
order to establish for themselves homes, these claims heve been dug up
from the musty dust of ages, and are now held by land speculators in
New York, San Francisco, and other large cities, not one of whom,
withbuta smgla exceptmn has ever for one day made Arizona his home,
or who has added in any way to her growth or prosperity.

The present bill may very justly apply to New Mexico and Colorado
with reference to the conditions existing there; the bill may be exactly
right. It is well enough for the Delegate from New Mexico, and my
friend, the distinguished gentleman from Colorado [ Mr. SyMEs], to say
that this measure suits their people. Then let them have it. We
urge no objection.

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McCREARY] says:

A voice has come up declaring the bill is wanted by those sections of the
country,

But a very different voice comes to you from the Territory which I
have the honor to represent, as I will ghow you later on. In Arizona
wherever land subject to irrigation is found a Mexican land grant has
heen dug up or ereated and spread out over it. For instance, there is
one modest little claim of 4,800,000 acres held by a certain Reavis,
who bears gracefully the modest title of the Baron of the Colorados.
This same Reavis and satellites are now in Washington working before
this Congress and working in every way for the confirmation of this
enormous, this monstrous fraud.

That Peralto grant has been *‘ put where it would do the most g
to claimant.

It embraces the Salt and Gila Rivers and has within its boundaries
the city of Pheenix, the town of Florence, and Globe City, and many
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other smaller settlements. Within it lie the majority of the farms in
that great Territory. If this bill passes the claimant will file his peti-
tion, have process served on the occupants of these lands, which are
probably already largely mortgaged, and force them at once into an ex-
pensive lawsnit, or else force them to give up their homes rather than
undertake to hold possession at an expense equal if not superior to the
actual value of the land. Such will be the immediate effect of the
present measure.

At the appropriate time I shall move that Arizona be excluded from
the operation of this bill, for such is the almost unanimous voice of my
people, as expressed in letters, telegrams, and by resolutions of mass-
meetings, and becanse my judgment sanctions thiscourse. These peo-
ple rightly urge that they have already suffered enough, and they ask,
in the name of justice, that this great outrage be spared them.

The claim to which I have referred, resurrected from a period as re-
mote as 1748, affects what is now a principality worth $50,000,000 even
in its undeveloped state. Under this bill the man who claims title
proposes to serve summons on each occupant of that body of land al-
most as large in extent as the State of Massachusetts. Under this con-
dition the settler must give all he has either to the lawyer or the land-
shark, and, whether successful or not, ruin meets him at the very
threshold. That will be the effect so far as Arizona is concerned. In
New Mexico the conditions, I learn, are somewhat different.

Mr. PAYSON. How is there any difference as to the proof of the
validity of the claims?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. There is a difference in the character of the
cluims—not in the manner of proof. The difference is this: Arizona
has not been settled as long as New Mexico. Great numbers of people
living in New Mexico are seftled on small holdings. The Mexicans,
and their fathers before them, have lived there for years, There onght
to be some easy and speedy and costless mode devised for settling the
title to these small holdings of less than 160 acres. The condition of
this class appeals to Congress, and should receive its attention; and I
understand that the Delegate from New Mexico favors this bill largely
on account of the relief to them which he sees in it.

But in Arizona there are none of these old and small holdings. The
claims set up there are to large bodies of land on which are 1 and
%rosparons settlements of industrious people, holding patent from the

nited States. What might prove a great benefit to the small land-
holder in New Mexico might prove a calamity to the small holder in
Arizona. My protest comes from my desire and my pu to see that
the many farmers owning 160 acres shall not be blackmailed and robbed
under the forms of law, in order that the hereditary owner of like tracts
of land in New Mexico may secure title to his farm.

I fear the easy mode for New Mexico's small claimant may prove an
equally easy mode for the land-thief in Arizona.

Mr. HOUK. How can frand be pragticed before the court which
this bill proposes to establish ?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. Easily enough. Parties go to Spain or
Mexico and buy a title that never did exist. They will come with it
properly certified for ndmission as evidence in court. They come with
a duly certified copy of originals not found in the archives of Spain or
Mexico. What chance, when the trial is on hand, has the poor settler
to disprove these muniments of title.

Mr. HOUK. Does the gentleman think President Cleveland would
appoint a court that would permit such frands as that to pass?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. The fault does not lie with the judge on
the bench. He is bound to administer justice according to evidence.
The evidence being admissible and not disproved, the court must find
in favor of the lie. I havenofear of any judge that the President may
appoint. The man I fear is the land shark, who will by forgery and
perjury impose on the court, and do it so well as to deceive even the
elect.

Mr. HOUK. It struck me that this bill was so framed that prob-
ably it would stop the land thief.

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. IfI entertained such hope I wonld cheer-
fully give my cordial support to the measure. I do not entertain the
hope that this bill will have that effect. The presence of Reavis here
lobbying for its passageis evidencealone sufficient to determine my op-
position. What he wants I do not want. He wants all Arizona. He
shall not have it. If an equally fraudulent claim had not kept the
baron off the San Pedro River we would find his lines running from the
Lower San Pedro to the line of New Mexico. But in effect it makes
very little difference whether the baron should claim the San Pedro,
under his alleged grant, or whether equal frauds should eclaim it as
they now do under the Tres Alamos title.

Do youn wonder that my people view with just alarm any measure
which may even tend to aid the land-grabberin hisunholy work? Their
conspiracies are so secret, their money so inexhaustible, their conscience
so flexible, their purpose so settled, their ingenuity so cunning, and
their design so damnable that as long as I am honored with a place on
this floor I will never cease to denounce their conduct or oppose their
schemes. [Applause.] Iknow thatcertain parties who have been try-
ing to get title to this Peralto grant through the Department of the In-
terior—and luckily for us have failed—are now endeavoring to secure
the passage of this bill.

For what purpose? Do they find it easier to impose on courts than
ona Departmentunhampered by technical rulesof evidence # Through
the agency of our honored, able, honest, and incorruptible surveyor-
general we have been enabled to block this piratical game, where men’s
homes were the stakes for which it was being played. :

The Commissioner of the General Land Office has likewise been wide
awake to the necessity of preserving these lands from spoliation.
Brought at last to bay at every turn in the Department, they now seek
the erection of a court in which to practice their frand.

It would have been better for the people, more just to claimants of
valid titles, and far more advantageous to the Government in the re-
sulting prosperity of these Territories, if every acre of land claimed
under Spanish or Mexican titles could have been at once appropriated
to the public domain, and the claimants, in lien of land oceapied by
those settlers who had redeemed the wilderness by their industry, be
allowed an indemnity commensurate with the value of the land claimed
at the date of the treaty. This course then wounld have insured tran-
quillity to titles and promoted the development of the Territories on
the basis of modern civilization. The gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr.
Houxk], perhaps, does not understand how Mexican land-grant titles
can be manufactured. Money enough can always buy Mexican title
to American land.

Any man with $5,000 can take a trip into Mexico and bring back a
title to any part of the public domain, and that same title will appear
as nice on its face as anything you ever saw.

1 instance in this very connection the Sopori land grant in Arizona,
a bill for confirmation of which has been at this session introduced in
the Senate. Also, the El Paso de los Agodones grant, in the same Ter-
ritory, for the forfeiture of which I have introduced in this House the
proper hill. There are others, also, in point, that for time I forbear
now to men tion.

Mr. McCREARY. If frauds such as the gentleman mentions are
attempted, how can we better settle thess private Iand claims than by
the establishment of a court or commission?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. I can show yom very readily. Pass the
bill which I have introdaced on this very question of settling these land
claims. I propose to introduce that bill asan amendment to this when
I submit my proposed motion to exclude Arizona from the operation
of this land court. I shall then propose my bill as a substitute for
Arizona, and that my idea on this important question may be made
known to the Hounse I now send to the desk and ask the Clerk to read.
The Clerk will wait till T catch the gentleman’s question.

Mr. McCREARY. Letmeask the gentleman, ifheproposes tostrike
out Arizona,"why he proposes an amendment with reference to New
Mexico and Colorado?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. The amendment does not affect New Mex-
ico or Colorado. I introduce it becanse I want it to apply to Arizona.
I do not propose by it to interfere with any measure desired by the dis-
tinguished gentlemen from that State and Territory.

Mr. McCREARY. Are younot willing that Arizonashall take your
own amendment?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. If the gentleman will wait a few moments
he will see the reason on which I base the distinction.

Mr. McCREARY. Buat if the amendment is good enough for New
Mexico it ought o be good encngh for Arizona.

Mr..SMITH, of Arizona. It may be good enongh for New Mexico
if she wants it. I do not represent New Mexico, and, asI said before,
my amendment applies only to Arizona. I can probably best discover
to the Honse my position on this question by again asking the Clerk to
read what I have just sent to the desk.

Mr. McCREARY. Itis, of course, Mr. Chairman, understood that T
reserve any point of order which may be made against this amend-
ment, :

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair nnderstands that it is only read for
information at this time as a part of the gentleman’s remarks.

The Clerk read as follows:

Itis Yropose'd to strike out “Arizona’ wherever it occurs, and at the end of

the bill add as follows:
“*Private land claims in Arizona shall be settled in the following manner:
L

*That it is hereby declared that in assuming the eblizgations of Mexico to her
citizens within the Territory of Arizona ceded to the United States, it was the
intention of the United States, as expressed in the treatiesof cession, and as re-
quired by the comity of nations, to assume such obligations, and none other,
as were incumbent on the Mexican Government at the dates respectively men-
tioned in the treaties of cession; and it shall not be competent for any officer
or tribunal of the United States to presume by dnference, conjecture, or con-
struction, in any case, an intention of Congress, by any statute passed in pur-
suance of treaty stipulations or acts of Congress thereunder, to make a grant
de novo to any claimant in Arizona under a Spanish or Mexican grant, or to
grant or confirm to any such claimant anything not individually possessed
under Spanish or Mexican laws, or to confirm any claim for a quantity of land
greater in any case than the quantity authorized to be granted and actually
granted in that case under the laws of Spain or Mexico; nor shall any grant be

cied or recognized which had not been located, and duly recorded in the
archives of Mexico, and reduced to actual easion as private property atthe
date fixed by the respective treaties of cession for the recognition and acknowl-
edgment of legitimate titles, nor shall mineral lands, nor lands cecupied or re-
served for public pur or national defense, nor lands in the occupation of
native Mexican or Indian inhabitants at the date of grant be held or deemed to
have been included in any grant or concession by the Spanish or Mexican Gov-
ernments, or to be embraced within the general terms of any confirmation by

tal 55 AR v (PR e S e e e e e e e e e e S e e S TR




2584

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

MAroH 31,

the United States, in the absence of an express grant and confirmation of such
particular lands ; nor shall ts or i ferring n right of
occupation only'be held or deemed to be a conveyance of the fee-simple title,
or a8 vesting any individual right in or to such common lands.

““SEc. 2. Thatno claim under any all ish or Mexican land grant within
the Territory of Arizona ceded by Mexico to the United States shall be enter-
tained or recognized by any surveyor-general or other officer of the United
States before the original evidences of grant, or du‘!g certified copies thereof
from the original records of the Government under which the grant is claimed,
shall have been filed in the office of the surveyor-general, and the authenticity
thereof satisfactorily established ; nor shall any segregation survey be made or
reservation created or hereafter maintained on aceount of any Spanish or Mex-
ican private land claiim until Congress shall have confirmed the same as alegit-
imate title under the laws of Mexico as the same existed at the date fixed by
treaty of cession for Lhe recognition of legitimate titles; nor shall any survey
be made or reservation created or maintained, or patent issued for a greater

uantity of land on account of any confirmed private land claim than the quan-
tity expmssify mentioned in the act of confirmation, nor, in case of confirma-
tions heretofore made without express mention of quantity, shall any claim be
surveyed or patented or lands reserved therefor for a greater quantity of land
than the quantity lawfully granted and claimed and actually possessed as pri-
vate property at the date of the treaty of cession : and all private land claims
within the Territories mentioned exceeding inthe area claimed the quantity of
land which citizens of the United States are authorized to acquire under the
homestead and pre-emption laws, and which have not heretotore been lawfully
presented and prima faeie established, and which shall not be presented to the
surveyor-general authorized to receive the same within one year from the date
of this act, with authentic evidences of grant and proofs of actual property pos-
session at the date of the treaty of cession,shall be deemed definitively aban-
doned, and the same shall thereafter be forever barred.

*“8Eec, 3. That itshall be the duty of survevors-general cha under existing
laws with the investigation of private land claims to forthwith proceed. under
the direction of the President of the United States, to make a thorough exami-

tion and investigation of all unconfirmed and unpatented claims which have
heretofore been presented, or which hereafter may be presented as provided
in this act; and the proper and necessary expenses of such examination and
investigation shall be paid on the order of the President from any moneys in
tha Treasury not otherwise appropriated. ¥

“8grc. 4. That the survevor-general shall render a decision on each claim fi-
nally examined by him or above provided, and if his decision be in favor of the
United States an appeal therefrom shall lie to the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, and from the C issi of the G 1 Land Office to the Sec-
retary of the Interior ; and final decisions of the Executive Department'adverse
to claimants shall be conclusive. Ifthe decision of the surveyor-general be in
favor of the claimant, the same shall be subject to review by the Commissioner
of the General Land Office and the Secretary of the Interior. and all claims ap-
proved by the Secretary of the Interior upon such examination, investigation,
and review shall be reported to Congress for its action with a view to the con-
firmation of just and bona fide claims as provided by treaty stipulation.

“8gc, 5. Thatall elaims now pending before Congress upon reports of the sur-
veyor-general recommending their rejection, where such recommendations have
been conenrred in by the Commissioner of the General Land office or the See-
retary of the Interior, or not non-concurred in by either of said officers, be, and
the same ara hereby, finally rejected, and the lands embraced therein or here-
tofore reserved on account of such claims shall be open to homestead entry by
netual inhabitants thereon from and after the passage of this act; and all other
claims now pending before Congress are hereby remanded to the Secretary of
the Interior for investigation and action as provided in this act.

‘*Seo, 6, That final reports upon all claims investigated and approved as pro-
vided in this act shall be made to Congress on or before the 1st day of January,

1890.
“Sec. 7. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act be, and the
same are hereby, repealed.”

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. Now, Mr. Chairman, the object of that
amendment is plainly seen by those gentlemen who have heard it read
from the desk.

It not only aims at an early settlement of these claims, but designs
to forever puta stop to a custom which very strangely grew in the land
office several years ago, to which I direct your attention. The Depart-
ment at the time referred to recommended to the Committee on Ap-
propriations that necessity existed for an appropriation of money for
survey of nunconfirmed land grants. The appropriation was first made
by Congress in response to that request, and worked great hardship, as
will soon appear.

Under the act of 1854, there was no intention that surveys should
be made of unconfirmed land grants.

That act requires first a confirmation of the grant by Congress, and
the survey followid Congreased i;)lml approval of :.lhe grant. Und;ar ti;is
appropriation evil immediately sprang up and grew vigorously, for
w?g,anlt);’:appmpﬁation was exhausted the Snima.nfs to these large tracts
would advance to the surveyors-general the requisite amount of money
and have an official survey made and hold a claim on the Government
for the amount advanced. :

Now for the effect of this. Whenever a survey takes place under the
act of 1854 theland by that very act becomes segregated from the pub-
lic domain and can not be sold or settled upon, and it remains thus
until Congress either confirms or rejects the grant. By obtaining such
surveys and thus segregating much of the land from the public domain
the land-grant claimants have placed New Mexico in the condition from
which she very justly demands speedy relief. No one will settle on
the land, because it is withdrawn from entry or settlement. The land
thus withdrawn lies idle with no settlers upon it. In Arizona the case
is very different.

Thanksto the new administration of affairs, no appropriation has been
or will be asked for survey of unconfirmed land claims, and if asked I
am sure will be recommended by committee or passed by the House.

In my Territory the people are upon the lands and no segregation sur-
vey has been made. They are not afraid of these frands as long as Con-
gressand an honest surveyor-general and an efficient, conscientious Com-
missioner have control of thesitnation. Why change thissettlement to
the judicial arm of the Government, which, from its very nature, is un-

able to unearth the fraud in all its dark and loathsome ramifications?
This bill instead of relieving my people from embarrassment will only
tend, if passed, to cast a clond upon their titles and involve them in
new and unpecessary difficulty. The filing of a suit becomes a lis
pendens and at once puts a brake on the wheels of our rapidly advane-
ing development.

‘Itisapparent that the necessity which prompts New Mexico and Colo-
rado to ask for the passage of this bill does not exist in Arizona, has
no tendency to improve the condition of affairs there, and instead of
remedying the existing evil only throws newdifficulties in the way of
the people whose courage and endurance have made it possible for the
land thief to invade the soil. My people, Mr. Chairman, are on the
lands now. They have lived upon them for years, and to theimprove-
ment of their homes have given long and wearily the burden and sweat
of honest toil. They are confident of their title. No one is alarmed
under present conditions except the speculator, as is shown by one of
several resolutions adopted by mass meetings of citizens living on some
of these alleged grants, which resoluticn I have temporarily mislaid,
bat will have it in a few moments, and which will show that we are
not afraid of the erucial test to which Congress can submit these alleged
claims, and which, in the very nature of things, eourts can not properly
investigate.

My people do fear bought testimony, perjured evidence, and forged
title papers, and hence oppose this bill and favor my proposed amend-
ment. Observe, if you please, the condition in which the present bill
will place the settler. They will stand, at the summons of the land
grabber, naked and helpless before the court. They have been afforded
no epportunity to know on what the plaintiif relies to sustain his title.
They have had no means of ascertaining the genuineness of the papers
introduced in evidence. The Government has offered no facilities by
which its own patent can be maintained against a fraud perpetrated
under the solemn provisions of a national treaty. The Government
has shirked in this partienlar a plain daty, as I may yet show before
the final vote on this measure.

Another suggestion here presents itself. The official who under this
bill may be appointed to hear the evidence in these cases will be a
stranger among the people unless there should be a radical change of
precedent. He must hear the evidence as presented and decide the law
asitis. He can know nothing of the character of the witnesses, and
$50,000,000 at stake will enlighten many a dormant memory in Arizona
oranywhere else.

I am alarmed, and I think justly, at the probable consequences flow-
ing or to flow from such conditions. I have not the time to amplify
the idea here merely suggested, and must pass on.

The bill introduced by me some time ago may not solve wholly the
diffieult problem now confronting us, but I am free to say reaches a
great distance in that direction, and with a proper amendment of the
act of 1854 I have no doubt that our trouble may soan be solved and
absolute justice done both to the ¢laimant and the settler.

Mr. Chairman, I confess an abiding interest in and a deep sympathy
for that man who, under adverse fortune, braves the hardship and dan-
ger of frontier life and manfully labors to better the condition of him-
self and those relying on him for subsistence. Such should receive
what protection Government under our system ecan give. The more
fortunate are generally quite able to take care of themselves.

Asillustrating fully the reasons actuating Arizona's opposition to this
bill, I pass to the desk and ask the Clerk to read the resolutions adopted
by a mass meeting assembled on this same Peralfo grant. 3

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolutions unanimously passed by the citizens of Salt River Valley in mass
meeting assembled.

Whereas there has heen introdoced into the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives bills to create a commission for the settlement of the Spanish grants
in Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado; and

Whereas the intent of these bills is to transfer the adjudieation of such
claims from the political to the judicial arm of the Government; and

Whereas we regard the introduction of these bills as an attempt to create a
commission similar to that which in early days opened wide the doors for frand
and rascality in the settlement of Spanish grants in California; and

Whereas the prosperity of Arizona is bound up in the honest settlement of
the land ;ﬁrﬂnta situated therein, almost all of which are fraudulent and which
cover in the ageregate about ten millions of acres of the best and most produact-

‘ive lands on the continent on which are erected millions of dollars of improve-

ment: Therefore,

Resolved by the citizens of the Sall River Valley, Arizona, in mass meeling nssembled,
That the passage by Congress of either of the bills now pending before it isa
menace to their prosperity inasmuch as it opens the door for litigation which a
generation will not see settled; that we have bought our lands from the Gov-
ernment, entered npon and improved the same in the knowledge and belief
that the political and not the judicial arm of the Government the power to
adjudicate the rights of claimants under Spanish or Mexican land grants, and
that any nttem{m to transfer such power to a commission would be unwise, un-
just, and impolitic; that claimants under Spanish land nts have all the pro-
tection required in presenting their claims to the Land Department, and in tho
final confirmation by Congress if their grants are valid; and that we, a ple
directly interested to the extent of our h and p i are willing to
trust to the honesty, fairness, and justice of representatives of the nation to
deal equitably as between settler and claimant in the settlement of land titles
in this Territory, and that as citizens of the United States without a direct voice
in its government, we earnestly prolest against the passage of any act chang-
ing any manner the Inw as it exisls at present.

That a copy of these resolutions be telegraphed by the chairman of
this meeting to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President
of the Senate of the United States to be laid bef: their tive bodies, as
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the expression of the wishes and desires of the people of Maricopa County,
whm«ia every material interest is bound up in the proper solution of this land
qguestion,

The chairman then addressed a few remarks to the meeting, wherein he showed
that some of the alleged land claims were now completely dead, but that the
lc_Ialimdmla were atlempting to revive them by having this court of claims estab-

ished.

Maj. J. W. Evans moved the adoption of the resolutions, which motion was
geconded. The resolutions were then discussed by Mr. L. Fowler, H. H. n,
Dr. L. H. Goodrich, W. J. Murphy, and others,and the resolutions were then
unanimously adopted as read.

Mr. Farish offered the following resolution, which was nnanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the chairman and secretary of this meeting send a copy of the
resolutions adopted to our Delegate in Congress, MArcUs A. SMITH, and request
him to use his influence to defeat any and all bills creating & land commission
for the settlement of land grants.

Mr. BLAND. I desire to ask the gentleman from Arizona whether
any suits have been brought in the United States courts with regard to
these grants ?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. None that I know of where the title was
directly at issne. In one or two cases the question has come incident-
ally before the court and decision had thereon as to boundary and ex-
tent of certain grants.

Mr. BLAND. Is there anything to prevent these suits going to the
courts?

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. I thank the honorable gentleman from
Missouri for the suggestion apparent in his question.

I do not know whether, under a strict construction of the act of 1854,
it would be permissible or not. If not, and a court is to be insisted on,
why not amend the act of 1854 so that our local courts can assume ju-
risdiction rather than to impose new and expensive courts on us? I
would much prefer this to the mode prescribed by the bill under dis-
cussion, But the advocates of this bill claim that our loeal courts are
already overcrowded with business. Congress seems to entertain a dif-
ferent opinion, for only a short time ago a bill introduced by me, ask-
ing the creation of a new judicial distriet in Arizona, was adversely re-
ported to the House by the Committee on the Judiciary on the ground
thatour courts were not crowded with business. Atall events, it would
be much cheaper to create new districts and have these canses tried in
a court and before a judge acquainted alike with the people and with
the arts and devices of the land sharks.

There are only fifteen claims in Arizona as far as heard from, and
three or four of these are confessedly frandulent and have been aban-
doned by the claimants,

A MEMBER. How many are there behind yet?

Mr, SMITH, of Arizona. Noonecan tellthat. But the amendment
to be proposed by me will make these silent ones speak out or forever
hold their peace, and that, too, very quickly.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I have only this to say: A speedy, fair,
and just wayshould be provided for the settlement of these grants. [
do not think the present bill comprehends the emergency. Even as
things now are a valid title can.be easily confirmed; but the trouble is,
the claimants can now hold back as long as they please, and like the
dog in the manger, unable to eat the hay, insist on preventing those
wholike it from indulging. Congress is honest enough and fair enough
to confirm a valid title. Then why do the claimants hesitate to seek
speedy redress? The answer suggests itself to every member on this
floor. If they have a titleclean, straight, and honest, a title free from
fraud, perjury, and forgery, a title recognized by the spirit animating
the treaty, no difficulty stands in the way. Otherwise the crucial test
of a committee’s liberal examination will give great trouble.

As I before remarked, a court, from its very nature, is unable to cope
with the far-reaching frand on which many of these titles are erected.
It is the duty of Congress, at the expense of the Government, to thor-
oughly examine these titles, and confirm the good and reject the spu-
rious. Congress owes it to the people, and this long-neglected duty
should be carefully yetspeedily executed. The proper course, I trust,

itself to experienced legislators. Whether that course will
be taken and that duty performed remains to be seen

At all events, the present bill will force a trial where the money is
all on one side and the scattered poor and helpless people on the other.
I most sincerely hope that Arizona will be excluded from the operation
of this bill, and in the name of those people I here enter their solemn
protest against it in its unamended form.

Mr. SYMES, If members of this House who have not had an op-
portunity to become familiar with the provisions of this bill had any
doubt about the propriety of its passage, I guaranty that doubt has
been removed by the speech of the gentleman from Arizona. He has
nbgalslistedh?:o igeggcturin;i; 50 \11::11 and so clearly the reasons why this

ill oug me a law that it will not be necessary to occupy so
much time as I had intended. L

No one who has lived in the West will dispute the statement of the
gentleman from Arizona, that there are fraudulent land-grant claims
made for large tracts of land in Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado;
that those claims are made under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and
the Gadsden treaty; that within the boundaries of these land-
grant claims there are settlements where the people have occupied tracts
of land in many instances for over forty years and from that period
up to one hundred years, having received them through their ancestors,

grantors, or predecessors in interest; and that their little farms to-day
which they have occupied in the way I have mentioned are endan

and rendered almost valueless, They cannot sell them in the market.
The people are afraid to improve them. Every one is afraid to buy
and improve such farms by bringing an irrigating ditch or building a
house. And why? For the reason the gentleman from Arizona
explained.

There are large land grants the exterior boundaries of which extend
in such a way as to include all these little claims and farms.

What has been the result of thirty*four years of effort on the part of
this Government in carrying out in good faith the treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo and the Gadsden treaty and the rules of international law ?
Let us see. Under the act of July 2, 1854, referred to by the gentle-
man from Kentucky [Mr. McCREARY], it was provided that the sur-
veyor-general should survey these claims—these Jarge and small
grants—and attempt to fix the boundaries thereof, take the testimony
that should be presented in support of them, and make his reports to
the Secretary of the Interior or to the Land Department.

Under that act of 1854 the surveyor-general of Arizona has been pro-
ceeding since 1870 and the surveyor-general of New Mexico since 1854,
What gas been accomplished ?

Mr. Chairman, it appears that during those thirty-four years one
thousand claims have been presented, and one hundred and fifty of
that thousand claims have been reported to Congress, and Congress has
acted on seventy-one of them. Let me add, sir, that out of the sev-
enty-one claims that have been acted upon by Congress there have been
confirmed and patents have been issued for a number of claims which it
is now conceded include millions of acres more than ought to have been
included within their boundaries. But under the defective legislation
of Congress, under the proceedings that I have referred to, the political
department of the Government not being competent to adjudicate these
matters and settle the rights of parties in matters where the cupidity
of man has been incited to such an extent that subornation of perjury
has cut an important figure, we find that patents have been issued for
grants for millions of acres more than it is now known by public and
general notoriety they ever ought to have included.

‘Who is responsible for it? Simply the defective system, simply the
attempt to make a temporary surveyor-general of a Territory settle
property rights under treaties that require a court of justice. If this
bill had been passed in 1854, instead of that section of the aet which
I have referred to, these land titles would have been settled long ago.
All these little claimants would have been confirmed in their rights,
and the fortunate grantees—and we should not envy them their grants
if they own them and they are legal—the possessors of grants from the
Mexican and Spanish Governments of tracts containing from fifty to sev-
eral hundred thousand acres, would have been confirmed in their rights,
and their claims would have been eliminated from the public domain by
a judicial proceeding—a judicial judgment that wonld be clear from the
aspersions and charges of fraud, and every claim of any size that has been
confirmed would not have been a matter of public scandal by charges and
countercharges.

How can these evils be avoided is the question members of this House
are called upon to-day to determine. I answer, sir, in the light of
history; I answer in the light of personal experience, and I appeal to
this House and to every member in it to state whether or not the evo-
lutions of civilization in this century or any other have been able to
mature and to affirmatively adopt and carry out any system of proceed-
ings that wiii eliminate right irom wrong and proteet the weak and
innocent from the strong and the poor from the rich, except the judicial
investigation of a courf of justice? I am not going to dwell upon this
theme. I only call the attention of members of the House to it. be-
cause I have watched it and have felt ashamed of my country when I
have been ealled upon in certain ways to investigate as a lawyer the
proceedings for the confirmation of private land grants in and by and
through the political department of the Government.

I have no doubt, sir, that Commissioners of the General Land Office
and Secretaries of the Interior have been placed in that situation where
Senators and Members of the House were going to them in behalf of a
land-claim syndicate upon the one side, while other Senators and Rep-
resentatives were going to them in behalf of their constituents upon
the other, discussing the matter, pointing out the merits, ignoring the
testimony; and the result has been that these claims have been tied
up indefinitely, many of them for over thirty years, and those that
have been confirmed by Congress and patented have been charged to
be fraudulent, and applications, years thereafter, have been made fo
the Attorney-General to authorize bills in equity to befiled to set aside
the patents. Why, sir, the United States Government has paid for spe-
cial counsel, in suits attempting to set aside the patents issued on con-
firmations by Congress for the Maxwell and other land grants, to the
amount of over $50,000 in the last few years. Will any gentleman say
that if this bill had become a law in 1854 the means provided in it
would not have resulted in confirming those titles for ithe proper
a.mpun'lt)s of land a great many years ago and rejecting the frandulent
c]alms

So much by way of a general statement in reply to the argnment of
my friend from Arizona. I wish now to refer for a few moments to the
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protection which this bill will give to that large class of claimants
who, as Governor Ross says in his clear and logical argument before the
Committee on Territories, occupy somewhat the position of squatters
upon these lands.

Mr. Chairman, all through that country ceded to us by the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, up and down the little valleys; and along the little
- creeks where irrigation has been practicable, without any great expense,
we find Mexican settlements, settlements by men who were Mexican
citizens. Theycame within the sovereignty of this Government under
the treaties referred to. They have lived there, they and their ances-
tors, for generations. They have inherited their lands under what may
be called a title by preseription, and to-day they are confronted with
the difficulty which the gentleman from Arizona [Mr. SMitH] has
pointed ount, by finding theirlittle farms within the exterior boundaries
of some large land grants for which a paper title is claimed from the
Mexican or the Spanish Government. As I have already said, this
practically destroys the value of their lands.

Now, how does this bill propose to deal with thisclass of claimants ?
It provides that this land court shall be divided into three depart-
ments; that oneof these justices shall sit at Denver, Colo., one at Santa
Fé, N. Mex., and the other at Tucson, Ariz. It provides that these
small elaimants may come before any of these departments of the court
and produce their proofs, and all that they are required under the pro-
visions of this bill to prove is that they, their ancestors or grantors,
have occupied their little farms for more than forty years.

Mr. SAYERS. Doesnot the gentleman think that forty years is too
long? Would not ten years be long enough?

Mr. SYMES. Iam inclined to think that forty years is too long. I
am inclined, on the other hand, to think that ten years might be a lit-
tle too short. Those who have settled within ten years or about that
time are generally a class of people who had good opportunity for find-
ing out whether they were settling within a grant ornot, and wherever
there is a just grant or a good paper title, which the good faith of this
Government, under the treaties mentioned, demands should be con-
firmed, it would not be just to deprive the grantee of his rights simply
museawithin the last ten or fifteen years somebody had settled npon

e land.

Mr. SAYERS. The gentleman speaks of a grantee who has never
taken a step in half a century to acquire possession.

Mr. SYMES, I say it would be unjust to deprive the grantee of his
rights because the Government of the United States has failed to carry
out in any ordinary and effective way the settlement of these rights
and titles under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

This is intended to establish title without further proof than occu-
pancy of the owners—the people who settled there for a certain num-
ber %f years, say from twenty to twenty-five. Could anything be more
jusl ? .

Mr. SPRINGER. The titles which existed at the time of the ces-
sion are now forty years old. If they claim under those titles they
must be at least that old. If they claim, however, under the home-
stead law, they need only prove occupancy for five years. .

Mr. SYMES. Mr. Chairman, this bill makes no attempt to change
the homestead or any other of the land laws of the United States.
This bill, on the contrary, simply secks to executein good faith the pro-
:]i:ion of our treaties to all parties concerned in these private land

ims.

A MEMBER. Itis immaterial whether it was five or seven years,
because, if Mexican and Spanish grants, they must be given to the
parties concerned.

Mr. SYMES. On this branch of the subject I desire to say, in be-
half of the hundreds and -perhaps thousands of small claimants, that in
my judgment no stronger obligation ever appealed to the Congress of
the United States than the one now pending to confirm the titles of
those who occupy small tractsof land, which are often embraced within
the exterior boundaries of large paper estates, and which are included
within the exterior boundaries of large grants, by which it is sought
to take away these small holdings from those who have settled upon
them and cultivated them for so many years.

Letme, Mr. Chairman, in that connection, suggest that I do not see
how this bill conuld be improved in that particular. Of course there
are gentlemen here who will claim that the Interior Department can
carry out this object as well as a new court. They claim if youn will
only give the Interior Department power to appoint certain of these
special agents to travel all over the Western country and look up titles
and report to some agent, and that agent reports to the Commissioner,
the Commissioner decides, parties can then appeal to the Secretary of
the Interior; and the Secretary of the Interior will pass upon it, and
finally, sir, having reached a conclusion, the claim is reported fo Con-

ess, a bill is reported to confirm it, that bill goes onto the Private

lendar of the House, and is never acted on. This has been the gen-
eral result for thirty years. In that way I contend you will not be
able to settle the title to these small claims, nor will you be able to
settle satisfactorily the large ones.

I wish to add, Mr. Chairman, the adjudication of the large claims, if
the lawyers in this House will think for a moment, is inseparably con-
nected in this tribunal, or in any other, with the adjudication of these

small elaims. If A proceeds in this court with a paper title involving
a grant of a million acres, the exterior boundaries may include a hun-
dred small claims, each containing a few acres, and which have fur-

nished a livelihood to their owners for a century, these claims held by

the Mexiean population or their ancestors at the time of the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo. I say you can not adjudicate any of these little
claims for a few acres of ground without incidentally deciding paper-
grant titles, the exterior boundaries of which include these small elaims,
except by this limitation of forty years.

Now, the court provided under this bill is directed, if these people
shall file a petition making a claim for these holdings which they have
occupied and proving they have occupied them for a certain number of
years, not to require them to make further proof of title. Upon the
presentation of that proof it is provided hy this bill that their muni-
ment of title shall be given to them by the court, regardless of the
fact that the small grant may be inciuded within the exterior bound-
aries of one of these large paper-title grants.

In reference to the large paper grants where they are valuable, after
the decision in the court provided by this bill, they will, of course, be
appealed to the Supreme Courtof the United States, and there the title
will be finally settled.

Mr. LIND. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him, why limit
these small claims to 160 acres each? Gentlemen who know say many
of them amount to 400 acres.

Mr. SYMES. I amnot prepared toanswerthe question why, under
the limitations of the bill, small claimants shall net exceed 160 acres.
I am told that in the main these small farms do not exceed 160 acres,
The governor of New Mexico is in favor of the bill, and the Delegate
from that Territory on this floor also favors its passage; and it is to be
assumed they know what is best for the interests of their constituents.

1 wish now to address myself to the justice of the bill, and especially
with reference to the large claims where the claimants hold them under
paper titles. I do not desire to stand here simply for the purpose of
indulging in cheap demagogy on this bill by invoking any rule of law,
any rule of necessity which does not exist, in order to try and defeat
large grants to which good titles are held under the treatits. I donot
stand here to say this Congress has any right in justice and equity to
defeat the grant of A, or to ¢cut down its boundaries, if the grant comes
within the ‘guaranties of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo or the Gads~
den treaty.

But I do say there never was a greater dereliction of duty on the
part of this Government than to allow these claims to remain unset-
tled, and to allow their boundaries to stand in a state of absolute un-
certainty for the last thirty-five years, when it must have been appar-
ent that under the present system they never would be settled.

Now, Mr. Chairman, there were a large number of these claims. The
gentleman from Arizona [Mr. SyM1TH ]| says that this bill will not pro-
tect the Government, and will not protect the small claimants, nor will
it protect the public domain from the ravages of these imaginary large
grant claims,

I contend, Mr. Chairman, that the particular provisions of this bill
will protect the Government, will protect the settlers upon the public
domain, and will protect all parties interested. Why, sir, thistribunal
is a land court. It is organized with three justices, and all of these
large claimants will go before the court in bane when these claims are
pending before this land court of three justices (who will be distin-
guished lawyers, no doubt), and the claims will have to rest upon legal
and proper proofs. ;

There will be no Commissioner of the Land Office for men of great
political influerce to solicit and explain to about the merits or demerits
of any particular claim.

There will be no delegations going to the judges of that conrt like
they have in the past gone to the Secretary of the Interior, talking about
political influence. I am sorry I have to make such comments, It
does not reflect upon any living man, and I do not intend it as such.

It simply reflects upon the defective character of a system; and it re-
flects upon the comprehension, it seems to me, of any man who sug-
gests that you can settle private-land claims between the Government
and the claimants, or between the adverse claimants themselves, by a
political department of the Government pulled upon one side or the
other in the way we know they are by common custom. It does not
reflect in one scintilla, sir, upon these men. It only reflects upon the
idea that you can turn a political department of the Government into
a court of justice for the adjudication of property rights.

Mr. Chairman, I wish to say but a word more upon this question of
testimony or the character of testimony in this case. My friend from
Arizona [ Mr. SMITH] says thistribunal will be, I think he said, a good
opening for fraudulent land claims. Sir, I think the history of liti-
gation in the courts of this conntry will disabuse the minds of members
of this House of any idea of danger in that regard.

Why, sir, if any adverse claimant comesinto this court and says that
he has reason to believe that these imaginary paper titles which exist
and are referred to by my friend from Arizona are not bona fide, good
titles, that the papers are forgeries, or that there is frand in connection
with them, what is the result?

Why, sir, if the court or the United States attorney is not satisfied
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with investigation of the matter, it may refer it through the Secretary
of State to the Government at Madrid, or the City of Mexico, and our
representatives there are required to make an investigation infto the
character of the alleged paper title. They are required to go to the
original archives of these governments and find ont the true source of
these paper titles to which my friend from Arizona has referred, and
which he was afraid would walk into court in broad daylight carrying
so miuch frand upon them.

Why, Mr. Chairman, if that is the case, in the name of common
sense and justice how will my friend eliminate these frandulent titles
in Arizona from the public domain and protect the people thereon ?
If my friend says that this does not offer the necessary machinery for
the investigation of these claims, that it does not provide for an attor-
ney of the United States skilled in this branch of the law, that the
President is not likely to appoint judges skilled in this department of
the law, that we can not send experts if necessary to the archives of
Spain and Mexico to decide whether the original papers claimed as
genuineare forgeries or not—when all that machinery is given this court
with power of appeal to the Snpreme Court of the United States—if,
I say, under such circumstances you can not eliminate frand, I ask
my friend to suggest to this Honse how it ean be done.

Sir, I hope this bill will pass. I hope we will take these questions
of title into court, and thereby administer justice and the law.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED,

The committee informally rose, and the Speaker took the chair.

Mr. KILGORE, from the Commitiee on Enrolled Bills, reported
that the committee had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the
following titles; when the Speaker signed the same:

A bill (H. R. 3957) for the relief of Peter Marck, Thomas .J. Wright,
administrator, and others; and

A Dill (8. 2550) appropriating $20,000 for the expenses of special and
select committees of the Senate. s

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS.

The Committee of the Whole resuméd its session.

Mr. McCREARY. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from New
Mexi o [Mr. Josepu]. .

Mr. JOSEPH. M Chairman, the object of this bill is to settle the
titles to private land claims in New Mexico and in a part of Arizonaand
Colorido. The se:urity of land fitles is an absolute essential to the
development of any country. No settler can be induced to occupy and
improve land from which he is liable to be evicted by the assertion of
a superior title. Persons in possession are deterred from making sub-
stantial improvements when there is a possibility that their lands and
all their improvements may fall into the hands of others claiming by
adverse title. The importance of this bill is shown by the number of
acres of land the title to which is to be decided under its provisions.
No exact figures are accessible, but partial estimates will exhibit the
enormous extent of the territory. The report of the Commissioner of
ihe General Land Office for 1881 (The Public Domain, page 406), shows
that the land grants in New Mexico and Colorado, whose confirmation
had been recommended on June 30, 1880, amounted to 4,294,672 acres.
At the same date there had been 146,256 acres in Arizona recommended
for confirmation, all under private land grants. These figures do not
include the number of acres claimed under the same grants, all of which
is reserved from settlement, the number of acres for which no claim

* has been filed, or the number of acres for which claims have been filed,
but which have been rejected or not yet reported on.

The committee estimate in their report (House Report No. 675) that the
total numberofacres claimed under private land grants in New Mexicois
about 10,000,000 acres; in Colorado, about 3,000,000 acres, and in Ari-
zona, about 500,000 acres, making altogether the enormous territory of
13,500,000 acres, almost equal to the combined area of the States of

. Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampshire. It is the title to
this enormous extent of conntry which this bill proposes to settle. All
the evils of unsettled titles have existed there for now nearly forty years,
and this, too, in spite of the fact that nearly forty years ago the solemn
pledge of the United States was given by treaty stipulation for their
seitlement. By the treaty hetween the United States and the Republic
of Mexico, of February 2, 1848, known as the treaty of Guadalupe Hi-
dalgo, the present Territory of New Mexico was ceded to the United
States. This treaty provided that all property rights of Mexican citi-
zens should be respected; and by the subsequent treaty of December 30,
1853, known as the *' Gadsden treaty,”’ this provision was confirmed.
Its terms are as follows, (Article VIII, 9 Statutes at Large, page 115):

Mexicans now established in territories previously belonging to Mexico, and
which remain for the future within the limits of the United States, as defined by
the present treaty, shall be free to continue where they now reside, or toremove
at any time to the Mexican Republie, retaining the property which they
in thesaid territories, or disposing thereof and removing the proceeds wherever
they please, without their being subjected on this account to any contribution,
tax, or charge whalever.

But the property rights thus confirmed could not be fully respected
unless means were adopted by the United States to settle t{e bounda-
ries between public and private domain. This obligation was neces-
sarily inherent in the treaty stipulation, and was full ized by
the passage of the act of July 22, 1854, entitled **An act to establish

the office of surveyor-general of New Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska,
to t donations to actual settlers therein, and for other purposes.”’
By the eighth section of that act it was made the duty of the sur-
veyor-general to investigate all claims to land in the Territory of New
Mexico under the laws, usages, and customs of Spain and Mexico, and
to report upon all such claims. The law further ?mvided that the re-
port should be laid before Congress for its action ** with a view to con-
firm bona fide grants and give full effect to the treaty of 1848 between
the United States and Mexico;’’ and in order that the rights gnaran-
tied in this treaty should bein no manner infringed, it was farther pro-
vided by the same act that ‘‘until the final action of Congress npon
such claims, all lands covered thereby shall be reserved from sale or
other disposal by the Government, and shall not be subject to the do-
nation granted by the previous provisions of this act.””

These provisions of law were extended to Colorado by the act of Feb-
roary 28, 1861 (12 Statutes at Large, page 176), and to Arizona by the
act of July 15, 1870 (16 Statutes at Large, page 304). The purpose of
Congress was to carry out the provisions of treaty stipulations; but,
unfortunately, the means adopted were wholly ineffectual. The Sec-
retary of the Interior, in his report for 1880 (page 32), says:

After a lnpse of nearly thirty years, more than one thousand claims have been
filed with the surveyors-general, of which less than one hundred and fifty have
been reported to Congress; and, of the number so reported, Congress has finally
acted upon only seventy-one.

That number has not since then been increased. This act has now
been in operation for thirty-four years, and but 7 per cent. of the claims
filed under it have been disposed of. At the same rate of progress it
must be several centuries before all these claims are acted upon under
existing law. It is therefore not surprising that the same Secretary of
the Interior says of this law (Report for 1830, page 32):

Its operation has been a failure, amounting to s denial of justice both to the
claimants and to the United States.

While the evils to the owners of valid claims are thus apparent, what
is to be said of the great injury to the publicin the reservation of enor-
mous areas of land by the mere filing of a claim? TUnder the act of
1834 the whole tract claimed is by the mere fact of presentation of the
claim reserved from disposition by the Government. The settlement
and development of the country are wholly barred.

The construction of railroads through New Mexico and Arizona, and the con-
sequent influx of population into these Territories,renders it imperatively nec-
essary that these claims should be finally settled with the least possible delay.
(Report Secretary Interior, 1850.) \

Year after year have successive Commissioners of the General Land
Office and surveyors-general of New Mexico called attention to the
necessity of some legislation to cure these evils, but Congress has turned
a deaf ear to all complaints. On the one hand, Congress has refused
to act upon the claims reported to it under the act of 1854 for confirma-
tion, and, on the other haund, it has failed to create any tribunal to
consider and decide the claims.

Every interest demands the promptest possible settlement; the owners
of valid claims demand the fulfillment of treaty obligation, the people
of the Territory in general demand the removal of this clog upon their
progress, and the interest of the United States demands that lands to
which no valid adverse title can be asserted should be ized as a
part of the national domain and furnish homes for bona fide settlers.

To determine what will be the most effective remedy for these press-
ing evils, regard must be had to all the circumstances. There isa pre-
vailing impression in some directions that the land grants in New Mex-
ico are generally of enormous size and for the greater part permeated
with fraud. Many of them are for large tracts, and undoubtedly the
chance of gaining possession of large areas has stimulated some fraudu-
lent attempts against the Government.. But probably 75 per cent. of
the over one thousand claims already filed, and 95 per cent. of the
claims which have never been filed are for less than 160 acres of land,
and many of them for less than 80 acres, and this land is probably
not generally worth over $2.50 per acre. It is therefore safe to say
that the value of the land in controversy in more than four-fifths of all
the cases of private land grants is not over $400. It is therefore ap-
parent that any remedy proposed which involves expensive litigation
for the assertion of title would be absolute confiscation of hundreds of
homesteads. Any such remedy for existing evils wonld be a mockery,
aiding the wealthy butabsolutely ruining thepoor. These small grants
are ancestral homesteads, many of them in possession of the same fami-
lies for over a century. There will be no dispute as to the title of these.
Any tribunal upon the first examination will confirm the grants at once
without hesitation. And these uncontested grants would outnumber
ten to one the grants about which there could be any controversy.

The land covered by valid elaims was never the property of the
United States. The grants under which the present owners hold title
were made, many of them, over a hundred years before the cession of
the territory to the United States, and the object to be attained by the
holders is not to get anything from the Government of the United
States, but to free their own lands from the cloud upon the title cansed
by the failare of the United States to make provision for the proof of
titles. To burden these homesteads with large bills of expense for an
opportunity of establishing ownership would be an outrage. The treaty
of 1848, too, in providing that citizens should retain their property
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' “without their heing subjected on this account to any contribution,
tax, or charge whatever,’’ would seem to oblige the United States, in
fixing the delimitations between the property of citizens and of the
United States, to do so without charge to them. This view of the
treaty obligations has long been held by them as well as by the United
States surveyors-general. (See Reports of Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office for 1869, page 319, and for 1873, page 102.)

Whatever remedy is proposed must not in any event burden the
owners of undispnted land grants with heavy bills of costs.

The remedy must also be prompt. For forty years has gettlement
been withheld. When it is made it should be made without needless
delays. The surveyor-general of New Mexico in 1874 strongly painted
the existing state of affairs (Report Commissioner General Land Of-
fice, 1874, page 113): :

For want of a feeling of security as to title, sales of land, either by Govern-

ment or grant claimants, in such regions is practically closed out, and will so
remain until some relief is afforded by Congress.

The Commissioner of the General Land Office in his report for 1876,
used this language (page 27): _

In addition to the foregoing, I might add, that while these private land claims
remain in their present unsettled eondition it will continue to retard emigra-
tion toand settlement in said Territories; for, until the titles thereto are ascer-
tained, and the land segregated from the public domain, it will be impossible
to determine which is public land subject to appropriation and settlement
under the publie-land laws and which is not.

The surveyor-general in the same year thus spoke of the increase of
diffienlty with lapse of time (Report Commissioner General Land Office,
1876, page 231):

The longer the investigation of these titles and adjusiment of these claims are
deferred the more difficult does it become to distinguish between the legitimate
and the illegitimate grants, and the greater the opportunity for perpetrating
frauds and lm?osing manufactured paper titles upon the Government.

1t is also an injustice to the proper claimant who desires to perfect his title,
as it becomes more difficult to prove up his case as time lapses, and ghould he
desire to dispose of his estate, its real value is depreciated from the fact that he
can not show a perfect title by reason of the non-action of Congress in confirm-
ing his right tothe same. -

And in 1881 he used this language (Report Commissioner General
Land Oftice, 1881, page 781): .

The land-grunt question is becoming more serious in this Territory as time
lapses.

In his report for 1883, the Commissioner of the General Land Office
speaks of the increase of evils with the lapse of time (page 11):

There is n further liability of the assertion of claims heretofore unknown.
The increasing value of land, owing to the inereased facilities of communication
and the general seltlement of all the Territories, invites the assertion of such
claims, and is an incentive to the manufacture of fraudulent titles. The lapse
of time favors claims of a doubtful character and especially favors a broad ex-
pansion of original claims.

No remedy will be adequate which permits the present condition of
affairs to continue from year to year for another decade; but it must be
such as will close promptly all cases save those whose complexity and
uncertainty and magnitude demand the thorough scrutiny of the high-
est judicial tribunal of the country.

Finally, any tribunal to which these cases are referred must be of
such intelligence as to be able to discriminate between valid and in-
valid grants, and for this purpese it must be armed with full powers to
investigate every avenue of information, and it must be afforded the
most ample and favorable opportunities for personal intimacy with the
subject-matter of the grants. Without these qualifications the tribu-
nal can not properly perform its functions.

Two tribunals have been proposed in other bills-for the settlement ot
these cnses—a special commission, or the Territorial courts.

This bill proposes the creation of a special land court of three judges,
which shall hold special sessions, for six months, at Santa Fé, N, Mex.;
Tuc=on, Ariz., and Denver, Colo., by individual judges, and shall, dur-
ing the remainder of the year, sit at Washington.

The bill (H. R. 1968) presented by me and reported by the Commit-
tee on Territories, proposed the creation of a special commission, with
appeals to the Territorial courts and thence to the Sur ~me Court of
the United States. Under that bill it was provided thas the commis-
sion shounld sit in various places in New Mexico and Arizona, in the
vicinity of the land in question, and that testimony should be given
orally before the commission and transeribed.

‘While I believe that the remedy proposed in that bill is the best
adapted to the circnmstances and affords the most favorable opportu-
nity to the claimants to smaller grants to prove title to their homes with-
out being involved in expenses consuming the entire value of their
lands, nevertheless I am not willing to oppose any measure which of-
fers any solution to the existing evils, since almost any remedy is bet-
ter than the present uncertain condition of these land titles. The bill
now before the House avoids some of the difficulties of a commission
bill, and is, I believe, the next best solution of the difficult problem to
that offered in the commission bill presented by me. By dividing the
land courl of three judges created by this bill into three departments
and permitting each judge to hold court separately, with the right of
appeal to the court in bane, expedition in disposing of these cases is se-
cured. The title in the smaller cases is so clear and undisputed that
there can be appeals in no more than 10 per cent. of the cases decided
by the different departments of the court.

By holding sessions at Santa Fé, Tucson, and Denver during six
months of every year, this court will become thoroughly familiar with
all matters pertaining to private land claims, the o}g records at Santa
Fé will be easily accessible, and claimants are given an opportunity
either to take their testimony in writing or to present themselves and
witnesses for oral examination before the court at Santa F¢é, Tueson, or
Denver.

Experience has shown in the past that special courts or commissions
created for like purposes as this can act expeditiodsly on matters be-
fore them. Land titles in Mississippi were settled by two commissions
sitting under the act of March 3, 1823 (2 Statutes at Large, 220).

These two boards adjourned September 21, 1805. Allowing for de-
lays in the organization of the boards, they were in operation only about
two years, and during that time decided 2,152 claims. If the board of
commissioners under the proposed bill could act as promptly they would
dispose of all claims which have been filed within two years. Three
hoards organized to settle land titles within the Lonisiana purchase un-
der the acts of March 3, 1805, and March 3, 1807 (2 Stat., 324 and 440),
disposed of 8,353 claims. Successive boards sitting for different peri-
ods, created by the acts of May 8, 1822 (3 Stat., 709), March 3, 1825 (4
Stat., 125), February 8, 1827 (4 Stat., 202), and May 23, 15828 (4 Stat.,
284), to settle land titles in Florida, disposed of 1,739 claims. In the
eight months extending from May 23, 1528, to January 20, 1829, a sin-
ale board of two commissioners disposed of 379c¢laims. The California
land grants were settled by the commission organized by the act of
March 3, 1851 (9 Stat., 631); 836 claims were presented to that com-
mission, and of these 624 were confirmed while 212 were rejected.

From these numerons precedents it is evident that no extended de-
lays would oceur through the operations of the commission proposed in
this bill. While the larger grants would require the most extended in-
vestigation, the great boon of prompt settlement of 80 per cent. of all
the grants would be conferred by the bill, and these grants would be
those of that especially deserving class, the owners of small homestead
tracts. )

While the court will afford a prompt disposition of the questions of
title, it will also possess the essential qualification of being well adapted
to discriminate justly between the valid and invalid grants. The
greater part of the business of the court will be vrivate land grants.

Every jndge, as well as the attorney for the United States, will de-
vote more than half his time to the investigation of this one subject.
In this way each will be entirely famili r with its history, with the
Spanish and Mexican modes of procedure, with the forms of documents,
and with the signatures of the principal officers authorized to make
grants of land. They will all be experts in this class of cases. The
decision of the simple, uncontested, and smaller cases can safely be
intrusted {o them, while their intelligent labors will be at the dis-

of the Supreme Court of the United States, to which the more
important, complicated, and larger cases will be appealed. The pres-
ence of the judges in New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado will give
them an intimate familiarity with these grants, while the representa-
tives of the United States attached to the court will have favorable op-
portunities to secrutinize all claims and witnesses.

The number of the judges, fixed by the bill at three, will afford an
opportunity for consultation and discussion in appealed cases and a
settlement of general principles to guide the separate action of each—
means of the greatest value in reaching wise conclusions.

Parties and witnesses may be required to appearand give testimony
in person before the court, and thus their credibility can be most ef-
fectnally tested. Special provision is also made for obtaining Spanish
and Mexican records in certain cases. It is of great advantage, too,
that the presentation of claims and the rules of evidence will be uni-
form. Many documents relied upon as evidence of grants or as proofs
of authenticity of signatures will be of general applicability. In the
hands of one court these can readily be applied to any case in which they |
are needed. If these grants were referred to the various Territorial
courts, such papers would have to be transmitted from court to court
at great risk and with serious delays to litigants,

The recommendation of experience is not wanting for this legislation.
All French and Spanish titles in territory acquired by the United States
bave been settled by special tribunals. In Mississippi, in Louisiana,
in Florida, and in California similar means have been adopted, and this
bill has been framed in the light of experience under these tribunals.

Successive Commissioners of the General Land Office and surveyors-
general of New Mexico have recommended the creation of n special
tribunal to settle these titles. Eighteen years ago the surveyor-gen-
eral said (Report Commissioner General Land Qffice, 1870, page 418):

A commission to settle and determine these claims, and a time fixed within
which Lo present them, seems to be the most urgent want of the land system of
New Mexico.

In his annual report for 1871 the Commissioner of the General Land

Office used this langnage (page 61):

It is most important to the growth and tmsﬁerity of those Territories lo
which settlement is rapidly being attracted by the extension of railromds, that
a separation be made at the earliest possible period between the public lands
and those claimed under foreign titles. ?

It is res, 1ly su; d that the creation by Congress of & commission
similar to that instituted under the act of March 3, 1851, for California would
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best conduce to a npeed{ and just settlement of claims of this kind and pro-
mote the rapid growth of those young and enterprising Territories.

In his report for 1875 the Commissioner of the General Land Office
made the following recommendation (page 45): b

The remedy which I suggest for the correction of these evils is the repeal of
the jurisdiction now vested in the surveyors-general and the appointment of
three or more commissioners, with full power to hear and decide the validity
of all grant claims within the limits of the territory acquired from Mexico, ex-
cept in the State of California, and with appeal from their decision to the United
States courts. By the selection of men specially qualified for and who can de-
vote their time exclusively to these duties a more speedy and otherwise more
satisfactory settlement will be obtained. It is believed that if the papers in
each case De put in order and the record made upby these commissioners, more

will be obtained than if the courts, with their other important duties, are

ven original jurisdiction over these claims. .

In the report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office for
1883 he thus sums up his conclusions on the suhject (page 13):

My best conclusion is that a commission should be appointed for each of the
Territories named, the duties of which should embrace a thorough examination
and investigation of the foundations of all alleged private land claimsin these
Territories, together with an actual investigation of boundaries and limits; and
that all claims before Congress or this office, as well as those defpending before
the surveyors-general, should be remanded to such commission for examination
and decision, with proper appeal for review upon errors of law.

Other recommendations by the Commissioner of the General Land
Office or the surveyor-general of New Mexico will be found in the fol-
lowing reports of the Commissioner of the General Land Office: Sur-
veyor-general, report for 1869, page 319; 1871, page 147; 1873, page 102;
1875, page 216. Commissioner, report for 1876, page 27; 1877, page 28.
Burveyor-general, report for 1874, page 266; 1879, page 459; 1880, page
622; 1881, page 782; 1882, page 524; 1883, page 262; 1884, page 198.
Commissioner, report for 1834, page 13. Burveyor-general, report for
1885, page 376.

The seitlement of these long-unsettled titlesis absolutely demanded
by every interest of the Territory of New Mexico. Her developpent
“for thelast forty years has been retarded by this harassing uncertainty.
Thousands of acres of the public lands have been withdrawn from set-
tlement and thousands of acres of private grants rendered unavailable
for sale to actunal settlers becanse Congress has neglected to carry out
treatystipulations. Improvementslanguish becanse no oneknowswhat
will be done with titles to land. New Mexico desires an opportunity
for a free development of her greatnatural resources. Nothing willaid
her more than the final settlement of her land titles.

The last House passed without opposition (CONGRESSIONAL RECORD,
volume 17, part 5, pages 4370 to 4381) a bill designed to cure these
Jong-existing evils. The bill now before the House is offered as a prac-
tieable solution of thequestion and promises a speedy settlement of the
forty years’ trouble and delay. The whole Territory of New Mexico
awaits its passage with the utmost anxiety.

Mr. PAYSON. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to the passage of this
bill. Ihad not intended to submit any observations upon it until to-
day, and what I may say with reference to it, being withont proper
preparation, will, doubtless, besomewhat fragmentary and without that
tegularity waich I should wish.

The matters involved are of great importance, and deserve the most
careful consideration by the committee and the House.

The questions presented are not new to me, for I had the honor to be
a member of the Committee on Private Land Claims in the Forty-
eighth Congress, and gave the subject a good deal of study, and trust
I shall be able to shed a little light upon it in this discussion.

Mr. Chairman, a brief résumé of the sitnation, somewhat in detail,
as I can glean the facts from memory and such documents asI haveat
hand, may not be unprofitable.

By the suceess of our arms in the war with Mexico we became pos-
sessed, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, of the territory
now known as California, Nevada, Utah, Western Colorado, part of
Arizona and New Mexico; and by the second Mexican cession—the
Gadsden purchase in 1853—and the Texas cession of 1850, the re-
mainder of Arizona and New Mexico, as we now know them.

Prior to our acquisition of this vast territory grants and dispositions
of lands of greater or less areas, under the anthority of the Spanishand
Mexican Governments, had been made, and when we succeeded asa con-
quering nation to the country by the well-knownrules of international
law we were bound to respect the rights of property of the subjects of
the conquered territory situated therein.

Moreover, by the terms of the treaty, we agreed that *‘ Mexicans now
established in Territories previously belonging to Mexico, and which
remain for the future in the limits of the United States as defined by
this treaty shall be free to continue where they now reside, or to re-
move at any time to the Mexican Republic, retaining the property
which they now possessin thesaid Territories, or disposing thereof, and
removing the proceeds wherever they please, without their beingsub-
Jjected, on this account, to any contribution, tax, or charge whatever.”

An examination of the details of the land grants under Spain and
Mexico will show that while they were frequently prodigal, extrava-
gant in area, they were based on orders, proclamations, and decrees,
more or less regular, but pursuant to system, beginning in 1773 with
directions from the Spanish viceroy to the military commandant at San
Diego and Monterey granting lands to individuals near the missions and

ueblos; later, lots of land to soldiers who should marry baptized In-

ian women; lands to colonists for cultivation, for the requirements of
vessels in the East Indian trade, and to furnish supplies for the garri-
sons of the presidios.

Later in the history the governor was empowered to anthorize cap-
tains of the military posts to grant lots of land within certain distances
of the presidio squares.

After the establishment of the Republic of Mexico in 1524 the sys-
tem was continued, and the political chiefs of the territories were au-
thorized to make grants in certain cases, and under certain regulations
provision was made for large grants for colonizatien purposes. '

While the country was under Spanish and Mexican control, and in-
deed until a very recent period, the lands were very sparsely settled
and regarded as sterile and infertile, and except on the borders of the
streams, where a crunde system of irrigation conld be inexpensively
adopted, were considered as of little value except as open ranges for
grazing of stock. Therefore the lands were freely granted in large
areas to those desirous of establishing ranches or colonies, and along
the streams and in the neighborhood of the presidios or garrisons, in
narrow lots on the water front, running back to the highlands. To
this class I shall refer later.

As a rule none of these grants were surveyed under the former gov-
ernments; the descriptions were generally vague and indefinite, and
usually by reference to other grants equally indefinite, water-courses,
mountain ranges, ete. So they come to us, and the difficulty has been "
to adopt some plan by which the rights of bona fide holders of these
foreign titles should be protected in their rights and at the same time
the Government shielded from robbery through fictitious claims either
of title or boundary, for it is a matter well known to all who have been
called npon to deal with this interesting subject that the modern manu-
facture of ancient muniments of title to these lands is an industry of
no small° magnitude. Asto them, Mr. Chairman, the frands are infi-
nite in variety and detail, almost, and limited as to areas only by the
amount which may be claimed.

The earlier method of settling these claims of titles was by commis-
sion, beginning under the treaty with Great Britain, September 3, 1783,
down to the settlement of California titles under the act of 1851.

Still later, the act of 1854, so frequently referred to in this debate,
was passed, and is the only existing law relating to the claims we are
now considering. That act, in brief, authorizes the surveyor-general
to ascertain the origin, nature, and extent of all claims originating be-
fore the treaty, with his decision on the same, and to report the same
10 the Secretary of the Interior, to be by him laid before Congress for
its action; and until Congress shall act, the grant as surveyed and re-
ported on by the surveyor-general shall be reserved from sale or other
disposal by the Government.

1t will be noticed, Mr. Chairman, that there is no decision or deter-
mination of any question under this act until Congress shall itself make
the ultimate decision; and so often has Congress been imposed on by
fraudulent titles, and a consequent hesitancy to act in pending cases,
with the great mass of business it has to dispose of as well, these claims,
so far as reported by the surveyor-general, remain unacted nupon and
unsettled.

Of course, this state of uncertainty and delay as to title to large areas
of real estate seriously affect the prosperity of the Territories, and it
goes without saying that some remedy should be provided which will
tend to a settlement of the difficulty as speedily as may be, and yet not
endanger the rights of the Government by permitting approval of fraud-
ulent, fictitious titles.

My investigation of the sabject, Mr. Chairman, has led me to con-
clude long ago that the best system, the one least expensive to the Gov-
ernment—indeed, fomparatively inexpensive—which would be speedy
in accomplishing results and protective to the Government, would be
substantially this: To give the Department of the Interior jurisdiction
to hear and determine all these cases, with a right to either party ag-
grieved to an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, and in
substance to provide that the surveyor-general should proceed as now
to investigate fully, with additional assistance, if deemed advisable, to
expedite the business, and for open and public hearings, and on this to
report to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who shonld, if
deemed advisable, order further investigation, and then, after a fair
hearing, he to decide the case. An appeal to be allowed to the Secre-
tary of the Interior, orin case no appeal is taken, the case to be certified
to the Secretary for trial on the appeal, or examination and approval
by him if no appeal is presented, and decision by him. By this all
the records will be in his office, and readily accessible. From his de-
cision, if desired, an appeal to the Supreme Court.

These provisions should apply, as I think, to all cases involving 11
square leagues or less, that being claimed to be the maximum amount
allowed under the Mexican law to an individual. If the grant is
claimed for more than that amount it should go to Congress for confirma-
tion. Hajders of small tracts by possession, less than 160 acres in area,
for twenty years or more, by occupants or ancestors, should have their
holdings ascertained, surveyed, and patented to them without cost,
through the surveyor-general, or his force, and till that is done all ap-
plications to enter land in these localities should show and full proof
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be made that no part of the lands sought to be entered is in possession
of a person of Spanish or Mexican descent.

There should be alimitation of say two years within which all claims
shonld be presented, and in all cases the written evidences of title, or
* copies thereof, should be filed with the claim, and also in every county

where the land lies, and no paper received in evidence unless so filed
and recorded in the real-estate records.

Abolish the system of survey and withdrawal on if, and provide that
the recording shall be notice.

This in snbstance, sir, has been my idea for the settlement of these
claims for years, and what I shall say will be in support of that plan
and so against the pending hill.

I am opposed on principle to the establishment of special, subordi-
nate, inferior tribunals, with limited jurisdiction, for special purposes,
only dignifying them by the title of ‘‘courts,’’ and with all the expense
attending them, especially when the same results sought can be at-
tained by existing machinery with no added expense.

This bill will require abouf $30,000 to $35,000 per year to run if,
and, as I shall show, increase the list of office-holders without any
necessary demand.

Dut before reaching that, the plans proposed, as noticed thus far in
the debate, are, outside of the pending bill, only two: a commission,
such as was formerly had, and an enlargement of the jurisdiction of
the existing courts. The last named has never met with approval by

- either House, although often considered by members, and the experi-
ence with commissions has not been satisfactory, indeed is subject to
the gravest objections. »

Ilefore proceeding with my argument I wish to say, now and here,
Mr. Chairman, that Congress has not been inactive in attempting to
provide some means for the settlement of these private land claims,
made by Spain and Mexico before we acquired the territory, during all
these years. For since I have been a member of this body, for the
past eight years, there has always been, in one House or the other, some
scheme or plan which was regarded as an improvement uPon the ex-
isting conditions and the existing law for the settlement of the vexed
question of claims for lands in the Territories named in this bill. There
have been plans proposed at the other end of the Capitol for the organ-
ization of'a court by whatis known as the Edmunds bill. It is anold
measure. When I first came to Congress bills for the establishment
of local courts were pending in this House, and have been pending in
it ever since I have been a member. Other plans have been proposed,
but none of them have met the concurrent approval of the Senate and
the House so as to change the plan provided by the act of 1854.

With reference to the presentation of this bill, I may be permitted
to express my surprise that neither in the report on the bill nor in any
of the speeches thus far made has any reference been made to the easy
plan I have outlined. One would think from what has been said that
the choice necessarily lay between a court or a commission and no
third plan worthy of notice.

Let me suggest, also, Mr. Chairman, what strunck me as surprising,
that the committee deemed it beneath its dignity to ask the opinion of
the Department of the Interior as to what might be proper legislation
with reference to this subject. It has not yet been stated, at least
within my hearing, that the Department of the Interior has had set-
tled, and, as I believe, correct, views with'reference to the settlement
of this question, and that those views have been expressed more than
once, officially, by the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner
of the General Land Office; and, Mr. Chairman, no Secretary of the In-
terior, no Commissioner of the General Land Office, has ever approved
the plan which is outlined by the bill we are now considering. But
on the other hand, recognizing the gravity of the situation,and the ne-
cessity of some change of existing law, and the ‘propriety of having
some other plan by which the uncertainty that taints these titles may
be speedily swept from the domain of doubt and be settled, they have
made recommendations year after year which have not, up to this time,
been deemed worthy of comment by any of the gentlemen who have
had the attention of the committee.

The importance of the questions has been repeatedly pressed upon
the attention of the late Becretary, and as frequently as he has had op-
portunity he has expressed his views. What does the Secretary of the

Inferior recommend? I can state it beiter by reading a few sentences
from his official report than by undertaking to adapt my language to
give expression to his idea.

PRIVATE GRANTS,

‘‘Another subject which I would respectfully suggest demands im-
mediate legislation is the matter of private grants claimed to be derived
from the Spanish or Mexican Governments. This legislation, in my
opinion, should be directed to two points: (1) to providing for a trial
and final determination of such claims, subject only to appeal to the
Supreme Court; (2) an act of limitations barring the presentation of
new claims of this character within a stated period. -

‘‘Dy section 8 of the act of July 22, 1364 (10 Stats., 308), it is made
the duty of the surveyor-general of New Mexico to ‘‘ascertain the
origin, nature, character, and extent of all claims to lands under the
laws, usages, and customs of Spain and Mexico.”” He is to make re-

port ofall such claims with his decisionasto the validity or theinvalidity
of the same, which report shall be laid before Congress for action, and
until final action of Congress on such claims all lands covered thereby
shall be réserved from sale or other disposal by the Government.
Under the provisions of this law, from time to time since its passage,
many claims have been made and acted upon, whilst a number are yet
pending before Congress unacted upon. The extent and number of
the unconfirmed claims can not be accurately stated, as such claimsare
being continually made, and those heretofore presented seem to grow
enormously in area with each passing year in the issunance of patents
thereon. At the present time it is approximately estimated that the

amount of publie land actually reserved from entry and settlement be-

cause of such claims is a little short of 6,000,000 acres. Most of this
land has been thus reserved for many years, used, enjoyed, or trans-
ferred, and sold as freely by the pretended claimants as though their
title had been fully confirmed.

*“In regard to the lands under Mexican or Spanish title thus held in
reservation, this Department is powerless to act, as such reservations
are established by act of Congress, and must continue perpetually until
that body acts. The well-known fact that by means of such a claim
possession can be readily obtained and retained of large bodies of land
has very much to do with their contipued increase. The claimant has
but to pass the ordeal of the surveyor-general’s office, where the exam~
ination is ez parie, often perfunctory, superficial, and possibly erroneous.
A favorable report being obtained the law steps in, onststhe jurisdiction
of the Land Department from the claimed territory, segregates it from
the public domain, and the claimant under this most shadowy and often
colorless pretense of title is installed and protected in the enjoyment of
all he claims as fully as though possessed of an absolute right and title.

* Millions of acres of publie lands are thus held by claimants, and have
been held for many years, in some instances for more than thirty years,
andgin most instances the lands thus held are ihe best for many miles
around. The elaimant, being thus guarded and protected in his enjoy-
ment until Congress acts, has no motive to follow up further action by
Congress, after the report of the snrveyor-general has been transmitted
to that body, for whilst the report sleeps in the committee-room his
possession and enjoyment of this vast estate remains undisturbed. I
need not go further to show the inducements thus held out to the pre-
sentation of false claims resting on foundations so shadowy that under
other circumstances no one would be tempted to rely upon them. And
hence to-day, thirty-three years after the passage of the act, as is shown
by the report from the General Land Office, there is but little abate-
ment in either the number or extent of the claims being presented to
the land officers.

““The surveyor-general of New Mexico states that during the past
year examination has been made of a number of new claims and of old

claims (heretofore faverably reported) yet pending before Congress un- -

confirmed, the area of which aggregates by estimation 4,000,000 of
acres; whilst he thinks 200,000 acres will cover all legal and equitable
rights thereunder. Nearly forty years have elapsed since the United
States has assumed a solemn treaty obligation to perfect and confirm
rights existing under these claims.

**As to what action is best to be taken in the premises, opinions differ,
but that some action should be taken, and speedily taken, all who know
anything about the subject agree. I confess the subject is somewhat
difficult to agree with, but after the best consideration I am able to
give it, together with my experience in relation to these private land
claims, I am now of the opinion that the most desirable and effective
manner of disposing of them would be through the Land Department.
Provision should be made for an appeal to the Secretary of the Interior,
whose decision should be final, unless an ap be taken directly there-
from to the Supreme Court of the United States.

“‘ As at present organized and equipped, with aslight increase of force,
this Department is fully equal to dealing with and determining all le-
gal questions arising under these grants. It has at its disposal legal
talent, trained and familiar with questions of land law and in the habit
of acting judicially in other cases. Representing the executive power
of the Government, this Department must in any event be a large par-
ticipant in any action in relation to these grants. The official docu-
ments, the archives, ancient and modern, relating to the public lands
and foreign grants, are in its custody and must there remain. Evenwere
laws enacted transferring entire jurisdiction in relation to these foreign
grants to the courts, it would be almost impossible entirely to separate
the private lands from the public land system without the interposition
of this Department. In fact, now, where grants are confirmed by Con-
gress, this Department has to supervise the surveys in order to carry
them into patent.

‘i Under any plan suggested this Department must be an important
factor in administering the law as 'to these grants; it would therefore
seem to be the part of wisdom to confer upon it sufficient jurisdiction
and power to fully adjudicate and adjust them, thus dispensing with
the unnecessary operations of two machines, neither of which is com-
plete in itself or capable of perfecting the work. The agents and offi-
cers of the Department visit or are located in every section where such
claims may arise, If clothed with proper authority, the parol testi-
mony desired could be taken before them; though in view of the lapse
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of time very little testimony except that of record would be presented.
That testimony is alreadyon fileamong our records. Provisionshould
be made for serving process and making the decision of the Commis-
gioner of ihe General Land Office final, unless appeal be taken to the
Secretary, and the decision of the latter officer final, snbject to appeal,
as before stated, to the Supreme Court of the United States. Bucha
plan, in my opinion, would be simple, inexpensive, and accomplish
the settlement of these claims in'a much more expeditious and satis-
factory manner than any of those heretofore suggested.

“IVhen a member of the Senate I favored the idea that the ordinary
judicial tribunals of the country were best adapted to deal with the sub-
ject, as in other cases where the same rights are at stake, and more in
accord with the spirit ofour institutions; and, further, because whatever
legislation may be enacted or executive action taken, sooner or later
each and evergﬁmnt finds its way into the couris and in some way re-
ceives a judicial construction. A larger
brought me to realize the force of the objection urged in the rts of
the surveyor-general of New Mexico, that the right of the National
Government to Jands can not be wisely left to the arbitrament of local
tribunals, which are more or less under local influences and supposed to
sympathize with the individunal claimant as against the Government,
and to be inclined to deal with his pretensions in a spirit of unduelib-
erality without due regard tolegalrights. That experience hasshown
that the subordinate officers of the Government who are charged with
the protection of its interests at remote points become easy prey to the
same influences, and the trial of such cases almost invariably degener-
ates into an ex parie hearing wherein the claimant is allowed and ex-
pected to make out his side of the case, if in his power, without oppo-
sition or resistance or a due regard totherightsofthe defense. Further,
it is stated that the dockets of the local courtsin the Territories are
already overburdened with causes which the judges find themselves
utterly unable to dispose of as expeditiously as the proper ini
tion of justice demands.
up to the United States Supreme Court, certainly as often as they would
be if decided by the Department.’ ¢

The indorsement of the plan I have outlined was given by the ex-
Becretary in his report for the preceding year, and earnestly recom-
mended by the surveyors-general of New Mexico and Arizona.

Mr. SYMES. If this Department is so well equipped with gentlemen
Jearned in the law that it only needs an additional inspector and an-
ditor or two to carry out the object of settling all these private land
claims, why is it that affer having been at it for thirty-four years they
have accomplished practically nothing?

Mr, PAYSON. Mr. Chairman, I am utterly surprised that the gen-
tleman from Colorado [Mr. Symzs] should ask that question, because
it demonstrates (and I say it in the most respectful spirit to the gen-
tleman from Colorado) his entire ignorance of the subject-matier that
we are discussing. If he had read even cursorily, if hehad read even
once, the act of 1854, he would know that the Department of the In-
terior has no power to do other with reference to these claims than to
report them fo Congress. The Secretary may recommend to Congress
to reject them if, in his judgment, they ought to be rejected, and so re-
port them to Congress; but that is the extent of his power. Nothing
can be decided under the act of 1854, except by Congress, and that is
the defect of that act, that these officers can only report to| Congress;
they can not determine anything, and because they can not decide, and
Congress will not, nothing is accomplished.

Am I understood? -

Mr. SYMES. Certainly.

Mr. PAYSON. And there have been reports after reports of these
cases, the dockets of this House are burdened with them-—reports of
rejected claims, passed upon as far as they could be passed upon by the
Departmentof the Interior; but under existing law, as I have said, there
is no determination of these claims until these reports come to Congress
and are acted upon. And why has not that been done? This brings
me to the consideration of the necessity of careful legislation with ref-
erence to this matter. The frauds which have been perpetrated under
the law allowing private grants to be ized are, as I have said, in-
finite in number and infinite in variety, but they have been circum-
seribed only by the area of the lands over which they counld be floated.
I have under my hand, and I regret that I have not the time to read
them, reports showing millions and millions of acres of the publiclands
which have been claimed in this way, and which, by the vigilance of
the officers who are denounced in no feeble terms by gentlemen upon
this floor, have been saved to the people of this country.

Mr. SYMES. And I say—

Mr. PAYSON. I beg the gentleman not to interrupt me unless by
addressing the Chair, Mr, Chairman, I have always followed the cus-
tom, and I shall not depart from it now, of yielding for a question to
any gentleman who desires to ask it for information. I do not assume
any pride of opinion in what I state here. It is simply my statement
of what I believe, and I shall be happy to answer any question which
may be asked me, giving my ideas to the gentleman and the committee,
but I must beg the gentleman not to anticipate me or interrupt in the
midst of asentence.

experience has, however, |

Such cases would almost invariably be carried |

But I have the figures and the reports of cases here under my hand,
and T will insert them later, showing what has been done in the In-
terior Department in saving these lands for the people of this country
as against the claims of public plunderers, the equals of whom have
never been seen in the civilized world, and these lands have been saved
for the people by the efforts of the men whom the gentleman from Colo-
rado [Mr. SyaEes] denounces here as special agents and twelve-hun-
dred-dollar elerks in the General Land Office. :

Mr. SYMES. Will the gentleman yield for a question ?

Mr. PAYSON. With pleasure.

Mr. SYMES. The gentleman in reply to my question a while ago
intimates that I am not familiar with this law. I do not wish to dis-
cuss that question, but the very statement he has made confirms what
I have said— :

Mr. PAYSON. I am yielding for a question. *

Mr. SYMES. The gentleman’s own statement confirms what I said
awhile ago, namely, that it)was impracticable to get these honest claims
through Congress, and that claims have gone through here, and patents
have been issued to claimants for millions of acres more than they
ought to have had. -

Mr. PAYSON. Now, what is the gentleman’s question? [Laughter,]

Mr, SYMES. If the Interior Department is so effieient, why have
they not reported the cases to Congress? °

Mr. PAYSON. They have been reported on, nearlyall of them, and
I have a list of them here which I will not stop to read, but insert.
The report of the Commissioner shows that there have been confirmed
by Congress claims ting 9,668,468 acres; that there are pending
in Congress for action by it 123 claims covering 9,349,433 acres, as
claimed. These are the lists:

List of confirmed private land elaims in New Mexico and Colorado.

Name of confirmee. Name of grant. I?:?m:{iﬁ%{" Aren.
Acres,
..| Pueblo de Tesuque....... Dee. 22,1838, 17,471.12
Do.. Pueblo de Pojoaq do, 13, 520,38
Do.. Pueble de Nambe.....c..| cceullBiverevsness) 13, 586. 33
Do.. Pueblo de San Ildefonso do 17,292, 64
Do.. ..| Pueblo de Santa Clars. do. 17, 868.52
Do.. Pueblo de San Juan... do. 17,6477
Do.. Pueblo de Sicuris do, 17, 460. 69
Do, Pueblo de Taos do. 17, 360, 55
Do Pueblo de Pecos........s| ... L PR 18,763, 33
Do.. ..| Pueblo de Zia. do. 17,514.63
Do.. Pueblo de J do. 17,510, 45
. Do.. .| Pueblo de Cochiti do 256,
Do, Pueblo de Isleta. e LIt aehireey 110, 080, 31
Do. Pueblo de Bandia... do., 24,187.29
Do, PueblodeSan Domi 74.743.11
Do.. ..| Pueblode San Felipe.. 84, 760, 80
Inhabitants Town of Tecolote.........|..... 48,123.38
Do.. ..| Town of Tome 121,594, 53
Do.. Town of Belen 194, 643,75
Do.. Town of Chilita A0.....ccrmu 41, 451,00
Preston .| 8an Juan Baustita del | June 21,1860 318, 689, 72
Ojito del Rio de las
‘ Gallinas,
Inhabitantsof town ... ........| Town of Las Vegas do. 496, 446, 96
Manuel Rivera and 36 m Anton Chico ..do.. 878, 537. 650
Elisha Whittlesey et al........ | Ortiz Mine ......coevneeene] Mar, 1,1861 69,458, 33
E. W. Eaton w--rs| Rancho San Cristoval...| June 21, 1860 81, 632,67
1 representatives of | Las Trigos do. 9, 646. 56
F. Trazilla et al.
Lais M. Baos....csssssessasisss Five locations........c.ccosifeuiee.d0 406, 446, 96
John Lany, bishop of New | Nuestra Sefior de Ia do. 16,546, 85
Mexico, in trust. Luz.
José B. Ramirez.........ceeeees:| SBN PBATO..cuuncisiencnsearsse)oene-8Ossnnsvasmss 35,911.63
José Serafin Ramirez..........| Cafion del Agua., June 12, 1866 3,501.21
Inhabitants of town | TOWN of MOTR...civierrinns | June 21, 1860 §27,621.01
José L. Perea .| Perea | S 17, 712,00
Antonio Sandoval ue del Apache....... do 60,117, 39
Pablo Montoya.. ..| Pablo Montoya grant...| Mar. 3, 1869 655, 468, 07
Pedro Armendar .| Valverde and Fray |June2l, 1560 352,504. 51
Cristoval.
DO, invineniasisis snse weinn| Tract opposite Val [..... 1 1 Wi s 95,020, 07
verde,
Gervacio Nolan, heirs of.....| Nolan grant, o July 1,1870 48,778, 25
Ucél;n%io Vigil and Ceran | Las Animas.. June 21, 1860 97, 650, 96
. Vrain,
Chas. Beaubien and Gua- | Maxwell grant..............lo.c... do.. 1,714,764.94
dalupe Mirandae, I
les tiblem .. s Sangre de Cristo...........|......d0u e 098, 780. 46
Legal representative of | Alexander Vallegrant.)......d et 574.34
Juan Estevan Sinoetal.
José M. Garcia et al...... vovee. Cafion de S8an Diego.... 116, 236, 99
Juan de Arguelloet al.........| Los Tranipas................. 46, 461. 22
L(iga] riepmcntatlvnsof 8, | Bebastlan Martin grant. 01, 887. 80
n.
Heirs and legal represent- | Antonio Ortiz grant....., Mar. 38,1860  163,921.08
atives of A, Ortiz.
L. M. C. de Boea.......cweeenne| Ojo del Espirita Santo..|...... Ouisneesvns|  113,141,15
Francisco Martinez... ..| Tierra Amarilla............| JuneZ21, 1860 594,515.55
Pueblo of Santa Ana......... Iugian pueblo of Santa | Feb. 9,1869 17,360, 56
na.
John Scolly et al. Beolly grant June21, 1860 108, 507, 64
Inhabitants of town............| Town of Crevoletta......| Mar, 3, 1869 199, 567. 92
Indians of the pueblo ..| Pueblo of Acoma..........| Dee. 22, 1858 495, 791, 66
IO v cinicsiinvaanivas | Puebloof Laguna......... June 21, 1860 101,510, 78
José Maria Perca el al.........| Town of Casa Colorada| Dec. 22, 1858 131,779.87
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List of confirmed private land cdlaims—Continued.

Name of confirmee. Name of grant. Date °{l‘;';.n' Area,

Acres.
M. G. Chaves d al ..............| Town of Tajique...........| June 1,1860 7,185.55
A. Armenta and 8, Sando- | Town of San do 11, 476.68
J. M. Trujillo et al ... Town of M 10, 17, 360. 97
i 117 R Town of Chamita 1,636, 29
Inhabitants of town... Town of Tejon 12,801, 46
R. Torres el Town of Torreon 14,146,11
A. Bandoval...... | Aqua l\egrn 17,861.11
Re msentati\es of P.San- | Ramon Vigil grant.... 81, 502, 02
P. V. de Santillano el al......| 108 Luceros......u.. 126, 024. 50
V. Duran {“Armijo Gaspar Ortiz grant. 57.18
. A, Garcia......... Brazito . 10, 612.57

D. Romoro ef al......... Mesita de Juana Lopez.| Jan. 28, 1879 , 082,
Benjamin E. EAwards........ {-.crmsmsenmssrasanee snseenss | JUne 6, 1878 626, 79
Grand total .....eu.... 9, 668, 468,13

List of private land claims in New Mexico, Colorado, and Arizona pending #n Con-

gress.
Ld
Area, ascer-
Name of claimant. Name of grant. tained and
estimated.
NEW MEXICO,
Aeres.
Indians of Pueblo.. e onssinen Pueblo of Laguna ....... ... 125, 225,
Do Pueblo Zia Santa Afia and 382, 840,
Jemez.
Do Pueblo Zufll ....eeiissmeseas 17,581.25
JoBE BUttON .......ccvanseasssam seesssmasanssens) (0 del AML......... 69, 445,55
Heirs of Gervacio NoIAT.....one | Nolan ETant.. ... ol . 575, 968, 71
B. M. Montoya * Montoya g‘mut 151, 056, 97
A, Sedillo*...... Cafiada de los Apnchaum. E8,070.78
N. A. Montoya*.....ccormemsnmsossisissnnsannss | N A, Montoya gmnl...... 3,516, 06
Roque Lovato Roque Lovato........cccemerrem 1,619, 86
Lorenzo MATGUBE. ....ccvuimmsinsssrsssrsssssss Cafiada de los Alamos,.. 13, 706. 02
B.de Sena et al. Cuyamunque., el 4, 000, 00
J. B. Valdez* S ai 6,583, 20
J.D. Peiia et al f‘ 1 594, 44
J.F. Baca y Terrus et al ......ccocvsserareees] J. F. Baca y Terrus............. 1,589, 87
J.Mirabel ef al. Rio Grande .......o.coneersssvansas 109, 043, 80
J. M. de la Pefia el al Serillos. 2,287, 41
Y. Chavez et al. Town of Galisleo .... 9, 000, 00
J, €. Bantistevan Cebolla .....cocvinenis 17, 159,57
J.Banchez el al”.......cmennmsinnnssasnsess| ‘Town of Cienequilla 43, 061. 54
N. Ortiz Caja del Rio ....cocoviiunens . 02, 343, 01
J.de Gabold Ctuo'n del Rlo de Tesugue... 11, 619, 56
J.de Luna et al* Joaquin del Naei- 131,725, 87
‘mlentu.
A.De Sandoval 3y Mi res* San Cl 89, 403. 40
Lauis Gold* Grant to Luisde Armenta... 444,24
Juan Salas et al ... .| Alamitos......... 436,41
Gervacio Nolan* ....| Grant to A, Sandoval.. 415, 036, 56
F. Salazer etal”..........ccc... ...| Cafion de Chama... 472, 736,95
V. Trajillo and J. L. Taylo «s| Ojo del Apache...... 45, 000, 00
P. Martin or P, Martin Terran edra Lumbre 48,336.12
A. Bustamenta and J. J. Martin ........| Grant to Marquez & Pa 637,23
O Lo Omblin® i SCH.. 33, 250, 39
R. Archuleta el al* Town of San Antonio del’ 18, 955, 22
Rio Colorado.
Luis Duran ef al .....cessssssmsrssnnsssssumrnes 38, 590, 20
B. Fer il 25,176, 39
A Chaves el al’:.... i e s sssssenns| 130,138.98
Juane Mestus 1, 686,47
A, R, de Aguilar....ccounee seseviravsneeanss] Cuyamunqgue Pueblo ........ y 17,754.72
Salvador Gonzales®, Cafiada Ancha 103, 959, 31
¥. Guiterres. Town of Bernalillo............. 11, 674.87
J. J. Gallagoe...... e L ST TR TN 2, 819, 04
J.M. G el al 19, 323,57
Meailla Coluny Messll.ls Colonv.................. 33, 960, 33
repmsentauves G, Ortez y 14, 000. 00
Inhabitantsof Y ornrarmarnessssassmansenisss] Clty of Santa Fé. 17,361.11
Manuel Trujillo Taylayatract...... = 1,003, 55
Refugio Colon; Refugio Colony........ 26, 130.19
F. Montes V' Town of Alameda.... 1%: 274.87
1. de ROWAL el QL. fOT.nuneeeesrsssemns Town of JACODA w....voriasessrn 341.48
A.E Ar ta, for. Town of Cafion del Rio 42, 939. 21
= Colorado,
8. Vernel and T. Lopez.......cssumseises] Una 6 GALO ...ocvieiiisassssrsens] 475, 000, 00
8. Gabaldonet al Town of Cevilleta, or Joya.. 224, 770.13
Ignacio Chaves®.....cue wesremisssisenssss| Grant to Ignacio Chaves..... 243, 036, 43
. Joaquin Grant to M. Joaquinet al.... 3,032, 94
B. de M. y Pacheco et al* .| Cafinda de los Alamos......« 148, 862,94
F. Tafoya el al........coisnmnens Fa‘.lpo TRIOFR. ... icivivusabinsns 22,578,12
M. Montoya and 8, Montoya............ | M. and 8. Montoya ......... 3, 253, 09
A. Baca Nuestra Sefiores de I Laz 43,653.03
del las Laguinitas,
A. Urban San Marcos Pueblo ........... 1, 890. 62
Luis Jaramilla. Agua Salada 18, 046, 59
B.Baca & B0NS ....cccnnniacrnnnansssssssaansees] B. Baca & Sons...... ey 12, 207. 41
J.J. Martinez el al* 1 186, 977.11
J. Otero”. . 4, 840, 26
Inhabitants of town*. 843, 259, 59
J.R.Zamora et al®..... 114, 400,54
.Gijosa 1,557, 83
*, 0, 681,29
i illo. 5, 999, 69
J.B. Valdez*.... 256, 000, 00
;.Wn etal.. % ﬁ g
.de Onaga .
nez. 67, 480. 20

List of private land claims in New Mexico, Colorado, and Arizona pending in Con-
gress—Con

J tinued.
Area, ascer-
Name of claimant. Name of grant. tained and
estimated,
NEW MEXICO—continued. %
OTEs.

Representalives of Juan de Jesus...... Orfjm daltrgw?o de las 48,825, 48
N. A, Mont Ojo de Boe 60, 214,13
L. Marquez* San Miguel del Bado. 215, 800, 80

José Dominguez Jose Dominguez h
J. A. Garcia de Nonegn.........s.ue.....| Cafion de San Diego..... 9,572.57

F. Bandowval

Rancho de Galvan.....

J. M. Vigil*,
Representatives of Bartolome Baca®.

Town of Pefia Blanca........
Bartolome Baca grant........

Benjamin E, Edwards

Fraucisco Montes Vigil*
José Manuel Sanchez Baca,

Antonio de Salazar*..

A1

Representatives of Santisgo Duran y
Chaves,

Antonio LUoero® .......ceeessmmepasssssasasnss

Harvey E. Easterday ...ccueeisesasssane

Hcpm:acntativesof Sebastian de Var-
gas.

Indians of the pneblo of Santa Clara*

Mariana Bareln ef @l......vcooeanmmeeinesiscns

J. M, C, Chavez et al*........ o RuiyeatrdoR
Domingo Valdez, heirs of*. .................
Indians of the Pueblos™...........coovueenens
Manuel Alvarez®......... ST N
Andrez Aragonet al*....

{;ﬂmbimﬂa of the town,
i
J

.| Town of Albuquerque..
.| Polvadera.... 2 rq

- T Huertaa IR
| Town of Atr

.| J. A. Lucero grant...
.| Plaza Blanco,

J. M. 8. Baca grant ......

Rio Arriba.,.

Rito de Los Frijoles ..ol

San Mateo Spring grant.....

Cafiada de Cochiti grant....
Santiago Rameriz grant.....
Sebastian de Vargas grant..

Cafiada de Banta Clara

Santa Tomas de Yturbide
colony.

Town of Abiquin....

Domingo Valdez nt‘......
Pueblos of Santo Domingo
and San Felipe.

R Gy L ealn teeni e na s deesd

Las Padillas or El Tnjo‘

Rosalia Baldez et al......... susvessenns] P IBZ8 Colorado.. .. cirmessssnss
Juan Ignacio Tafoyn.....c.ccce... esssasnanns] Cafion de Carnué.... ..oeeeees
Joaquin Garda. El Rito.

P. A. Gall Gu.n.dalupitn Ses seest sassasssrine
Pedro Gallego md Juan M.igual Maes,| Cieniguitas

representatives of.
Total acres in New Mexico.......
ARIZONA.
Camon Brothers
E. B, Parrin el ol ciiimimnimninin:
F. Maish et al,

Rancho San Rafael del
Yalle,

Rancho San Ignacio del
Babacomaori.

Rancho San Ignacio de la

Colorado Commercial and Land Com-
pany.

C.P. g)'kee o8 i e

Mating AJBUD ... covriserasscnasassnnie

Ramon Romero ef al .....ccuueesissmss ierens

Charles D). POBLOTL ;. isieisniassssainnssssnas
Janet G. Howard et al......

Camon Hermanos ......ceecessessssseeneneons

Otero et al

Sopori Land and Mining Company ...

Representatives of Josfh{aﬁa Mar-
tinez,

Frederick Maish el al........coccunnren.

George Hill Howard®......ccccemeensonns

Total acres in Arizona

Canoa.
Rancho El Paso de los Al-

godones.

Rancho Tumacacori and
Calabazas,

Rancho San José de Sa-
noita.

Rancho San Rafael de la
Zanja.

AR oo a v s abes asiesn s aes

Rancho San Juan de las
Boguillas y Nogales.

Rancho los Nogales de
Elias.

Rancho de Otero and
house lot.

Rancho de Martinez...........

Maria SBantisima del Car-
min, or Buena Vista.

Tres Alamod .......

COLORADO,

A. M. Gomez el @l .......ccocinens

Medano Springs and Za-
pato grant,

17, 360, 76
84,722,02
17,208, 33
22,193, 40
52,007, 95

7,508, 07
17,361, 10

8, 680, 52
17, 355, 86

10, 638, 68
185.70

160, 000. 00
74.17

5,0060.16
44,386,580

| 414,833.52

220, 814.53

4+ Can not

be estimated.

Those marked * are reported and recommended for rejection; except
in a very few cases asmall area is allowed. These claims have all been
reported to Congress, and it may be as well here as anywhere to notice,
Mr. Chairman, what the reports are with reference to some of them.

I have not been able to go through the list, but these are abstracts of
the reports as to a large proportion of those pending here, and typical
of them all as a class; and, as will be seen, a large proportion are re-
ported for rejection because of a condition shown by these abstracts.

Arroyo de San Lorenzo, No. 79, New Mexico,

Area claimed, 130,000

This is an individual grant claimed to have been made in 1825, and
accordingly subject to the Mexican law of 15824, which limited gmnta

of that

aracter to one ‘‘sitio de gafiado menor " or 1,813.32 acres.

There was no evidencein this office of the authennuty of the documents
upon which the claim of original grant was based, and none that the
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conditions upon which such grants were made had been eomplied with
by the grantee to an extent that would vest in him any property rights
in the land under the laws of Mexico at date of transferof jurisdiction,
and the proceedings before the surveyor-general were, as usual, wholly
ex parte, The claim now presented to Congress is for a quantity more
than seventy times greater than that called for by the alleged original
grant.

No. 49.—Bernabi M. Montanoet al. Preliminary survey, 151,056.90
acres; area granted to 12 persons, 7 square leagues, or about 31,000
acres. Grant to this extent believed to be valid. Recommended for
confirmation, to the extent of 7 square leagues, to the heirs and legal
representatives of the 12 original grantees.

No. 50.—Antonio Sedillo; Cafiada de los Apaches. Preliminary sur-
vey in 1877 for 88,079.78 acres. Claim recommended for rejection for
want of compliance with conditions of grant. Preliminary survey pro-
nounced frandulent as to location and quantity, if grant were valid.

No. 51.—Ojo del Medio; Francisco Chaves, present claimant. Area
claimed, 3,546.06 acres. Claimant fails to connect himself with the
alleged grant. Novalid grant made.” No evidence that original claimed
grantees ever occupied or in any way reduced to possession the tract
claimed under the invalid grant. Claim recommended for rejection.

No. 55.—Encinas; José Luis Valdezet al., claimants. Areaclaimed,
6,5683.29 acres. Alleged boundaries too vague and indefinite to be lo-
cated on the earth’s surface. No evidence of grant. Recommended
for rejection.

No. 62.—Townof Cienegunilla. Preliminary survey in 1877,43,961.54
acres. No legal title shown, but equitable claim recognized from long
possession. Actual area to be ascertained (town grants limited to 4
square leagues).

No. 66.—San Joaquin del Nacimiento; Joaquin de Luna, claimant.
Preliminary survey, 131,725.87 acres.  No evidence that present claim-
ants are heirs or legal representatives of alleged grantees, nor that the
land claimed is covered by the grant. Grant invalid for want of com-
pliance with conditions prescribed. Preliminary survey clearly erro-
neous. “‘Ifany valid grant had been shown, under any view of the
facts of the case that can be at all justified, the claim made is indefen-
sible.”” Recommended for rejection.

No. 67.—San Clemente; Afia de Sandoval y Manzanares, claimant.
Preliminary survey, 89,403.40 acres. No right or title shown in pres-
ent claimants. Their averment of ownership wholly unsupported.
Original grantee failed to comply with conditions of grant. The lands
are occupied by some thowsands of inhabitants whose rights, by long
occupancy, or under the laws of the United States, would be sacrificed
if this claim were confirmed. Claim recommended for rejection.

No. 68.—Lmis de Armenta. Area claimed, 475 acres. Preliminary
survey in 1879, 444.24 acres. Area granted, 8.52 acres. Confirmation
recommended for amount granted.

No. 70.—Estancia; Antonio Sandoval ¢/ al. Preliminary survey,
415,036.56 acres. None of the proceedings necessary to make a valid
preliminary concession were had in thiscase. Thealleged preliminary
concession was not approved by the Mexican Government. There was
no authority for the alleged grant, which was never perfected, and there
is no record of it. No right or title to the lands claimed was vested in
ihe purported grantee, and his rights under the land laws of Mexico
had been exhaunsted by a prior grant. Claim recommended for re-

ection.

) No. 71.—Cafion de Chama; Francisco Salazar ¢ al. Area estimated
by original petitioners for confirmation, 184,320 acres. Preliminary
gurvey in 1878 at instance of present claimants, 472,736.95 acres. Act-
ual extent of grant,~- secommended by alcalde, 4 square leagues, or
17,361.04 acres. Actual possession, 166.22 acres, given 1o thirty-five
persons with common rights in the remainder of the 4 square leagues.
Recommended for confirmation to the heirs and legal representatives
of the thirty-five original grantees to the extent of 4 square leagues.

No. 75.—Sierra Masca; Juan Luis Ortiz. Area claimed, 115,200
acres. Preliminary survey in 1879, 33,250.39 acres. Claim a forgery.
Recommended for rejection.

No. 76.—Town of San Antonio del Rio Colorado. Preliminary sur-
vey, 18,055.22 acres. Recommended for confirmation by surveyor-gen-
eral in 1874, ““to the inhabitants of the village.” The present sur-
veyor-general finds no legal title, but as the inhabitants were placed in
possession by an officer of the Mexican Government, and have occupied,
improved, and cultivated the land in good faith for more than thirty
years, he recommends confirmation npon equitable grounds to the ex-
tent of lands actually occupied and improved under the proceedings by
which they were placed in possession and within the boundaries therein
specified, the quantity and precise location to be hereafter determined
by evidence and a survey in the field.

No. 79.—Arroyo de San Lorenzo; Antonio Chaves. Preliminary sur-
vey in 1878, 130,138.98 aeres. No evidence that grantee complied with
the conditions of the laws under which the grant was made. Rec-
ommended for rejection.

No. 87.—Gaspar Ortiz. Preliminarysurvey, 42,000 acres. Claimed
area unknown. Papers forgeries. Recommended for rejection.

No. 91.—Town of Alameda; representatives of Francisco Montez
Vigil, claimants, Preliminary survey in 1878, 106,274.87 acres. No
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evidencs that gramtee cver entered into actual possession of the lands
or complied with the conditions of the grant. The land claimed has
notoriously been occupied by large numbers of people in villages and on
ranches for many years, and was so occnpied long before the American
occupation of the country. A confirmation to grant claimants would

i these people of their valid rights under the laws of the

ions to strangers who
have no legal or equitable claim to the land. The Vigil claim is ree-
ommended for rejection.

No. 93.—Cafion del Rio Colorado; Antonio Elias Armenta et al.,
claimed grantees. Area claimed, 42,939.21 acres. Claim rests upon a
pretended preliminary concession by the town council, whieh, if made,
was without authority under the Mexican laws and was never perfected
into a grant under those laws. Claimants never entered into posses-
sion, and have failed to show either a legal or equitable claim. The
party now claiming has failed to connecthimself with theclnim. There
is nothing to show that original petitioners for preliminary concession
are dead or alive, or that they left any legal representatives. Theclaim
can not be located on the earth’s surface under the terms of the petition
and alleged concession. The lands claimed were occupied and culti-
vated by others previous and subsequent to the date of the pretended
concession. Claim recommended for rejection.

No. 96.—Ignacio Chaves ef al. Petitionersfor grant asked for a tract
one league and a half equare, or 9,755 English acres. Ceremonial pos-
session was given for a tract containing 4 square leagues and somewhat
more, 4 square leagues being 17,360 acres. A preliminary survey of
alleged boundaries was made in 1878, covering 243,036.43 acres, or
more than ten times the quantity preliminarily granted. The grant
was conditioned upon occupation and use, and there is no evidence that
these conditions were in any manner complied with, or that grantees
had any actual property interest in the land at date of cession to the
United States. Claim recommended for rejection.

No. 99.—Nuestra Sefiora del Pilar; Diego Antonio Chaves efal.’ Pre-
liminary survey, 22,578.12 acres. Quantity claimed largely in excess
of alleged grant. Present claimants have failed to connect themselves
in any manner with alleged grantees, and the evidence adduced fails
to show cither a legal title or equitable claim nnder said grant to any
portion of the lands claimed. Recommended for rejection.

No. 103.—Luis Jaramillo, or Agua Salada. The preliminary con-
cession is believed to be genuine and is for 1 square league. A survey
made in 1879, in the interest of grant claimants, covers 18,046.59 acres,
or more than 4 square leagues. There is no evidence that the express
conditions of the grant were complied with, and present claimants are
not identified as having any connection with original grantees; neither
is there any evidence that grantees ever occupied the land or that they
left any heirs or legal representatives. The surveyor-general states
that no valid title, legal or equitable, is shown to the lands claimed,
and the survey would be fraudulent if the grant were valid. Claim
recommended for rejection.

No. 105.—Petaca; José Julian Martinez ef al. Preliminary survey,
186,977.11 acres. The original concession was to thirty-six persons for
a town grant. Such grants were limited to 4 square leagues. The
grant in this case never became perfected into record title. The town
of Petaca, containing about thirty families, is sitnated upon the land,
and was in existence at date of transfer of jurisdiction. The surveyis
grossly excessive in quantity., Confirmation recommended on equita-
ble grounds to the heirs and legal representatives of the thirty-six
original grantees to the extent of the land actually occupied and cul-
tivated by them.

No. 106.—Ojo de la Cabra; Juan Otlero, original claimant. Area,
4,340.26 acres. Rejection recommended on ground that claimants have
failed to show a title either in law or equity.

No. 107.—Town of Socorro. Claimed estimated area, 1,612,000 acres.
Preliminary survey in 1878, 843,259.59 acres. No valid grant of rec-
ord, but there were undonbtedly many inhabitantsupon the lands prior
to the treaty of 1848. The amount of land that could rightfully be
claimed, would be small, as the towns upon it which contained the
population formed a small group included in a few square leagues.
Confirmation is recommended upon equitable grounds to the original
settlers, their descendants and legal representatives, for the land act-
ually occupied and used by them on the 21 day of February, 1848, its
extent to be hereafter ascertained by evidence and a survey upon the
ground, excluding mineral lands.

No. 108.—Vallecito de Lovato; José Rafael Zanora et al., claimed
grantees. Preliminary surveysin 1878,114,400.54 acres. Area claimed
by present claimants, 30,000 acres. Claim -recommended for rejection,
on the ground that no legal or equitable claim has been shown.

No. 111.—Santa Teresa; Francisco Garciaetal. Preliminary survey,
9,681.29 acres. The preliminary concession in this case was not per-
fected into grant at the date of the Gadsden treaty, and being for lands
ceded by that treaty, is void under the provisions of the sixth article
thereof. Rejection recommended.

No. 115.—Cieneguilla; Francisco de Anaya Alamazer. Grant al-
leged for a quantity of land améunting to 1,666% varas, or about 500
acres. Preliminary survey, made in 1879, covers 45,244.73 acres. The
surveyor-general reports no valid grant, but recommends an equitable

United States, and give their homes and
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confirmation to the extent of about 500 acres, which is shown to have
been in the possession of the representatives of the grantee.

No. 119.—San Miguel del Bado; Lorenzo Marquezetal. Preliminary
survey, 315,300.80 acres. The grant was made to fifty-two persons
whose names are specified, and distribution was made in the act of

Jjuridical possession among fifty-eight heads of families. The surveyor-
general finds the grant valid and recommends confirmation fo the heirs
and legal representatives of the persons named in the distribution. In
reference to quantity, he states that it was not the practice of theSpan-
ish Government to make grants of large tracts of land at the date of
this concession. Ifind npon examining the allotments that the whole
area to which title was given to the fifty-eight persons was 61 acres,
being a house and garden lot for each. The cultivable and grazing lands
were common. I have recommended confirmation to the extent only
of the land reduced by grantees to their actual use and occupancy to be
ascertained by additional evidence and survey.

No.-126,—Bartolome Baca. No survey has been made by the United
States, and 1t is impracticable to estimate the area, as the boundaries
can not be identified from official records.

The surveyor-general disapproves the claim, for the reason that elaim-
ants have failed to show either a legal title or an equitable claim. i

No. 128.—Las Truchas; Francisco Montes Vigil. The grant was for
a tract to be measured in a specified manner, and so measured wounld
contain one square league, or 4,340.28 acres. Mineral lands expressly
reserved. The preliminary survey covers 10,314.65 acres, evidently an
excess of nearly 6,000 acres. There is nothing to show positively that
grantees earned the land by complying with the conditions of the grant.

No. 132.—Antonio de Salazar ef al. Preliminary survey, 23,351.12
acres. No title, but an equitable claim to a small portion of an area of
?[,900 acres, mostly absorbed by the patented Indian pueblos of San

uan,

No. 137.—Sebastian de Vargas. Area estimated by claimants, 24,000
acres. Burveyor-General Pullen, in 18384, disapproves the claim, on the
ground thatclaimantshavenot presented a prima facie case. Surveyor-
General Julian recognizes an equitable claim to the extent of lands
actnally occupied and cultivated, to be determined by additional evi-
dence and survey.

No. 138.—Pueblo of Santa Clara. Area unknown. Grant regarded
valid, and confirmation recommended to the Indian or native inhabit-
ants,

ORIGINAL EXAMINATIONS.

No. 140.—Town of Abiguiu. Estimated area, 10,980 acres. Con-
firmation recommended not to exceed that amount.

No.141.—Domingo Valdez. Claimed areaunknown. Claim recom-
mended for rejection on the ground that claimants have failed to prove
a legal title or equitable claim.

No. 142.—Pueblos,of Santo Domingoand San Felipe. Areaunknown.
Pueblo grants limited to 4 squareleagues. Confirmation recommended.

No. 143.—Ocate. Claimed areaunknown. Grantees failed to com-
ply with conditions, and claim void for uncertainty of description. Re-

Jjection recommended.

No.144.—Los Huertas. Claimed area unknown. No evidences that

t was ever made. Claim recommended for rejection.

No. 147.—José Antonio Lucero. Grant to the extent of 1 fanega of
corn planting, or 8.82 acres. Regarded valid, and recommended for
confirmation to that extent.

No. 148.—PlazaBlanca. Estimated area about 14,000 acres. Grant
made for a fanega and a half of corn planting, or 13.23 acres. The
larger area has been occupied for enltivationof grazing. The surveyor-
general regards the grant as valid, and recommends confirmation. I
have suggested that confirmation be limited to the extent of land actu-
ally granted.

No. 152.—Guadaloupita. Claimed area unknown. No evidencesof
grant, Claim recommended for rejection.

The grants and alleged grants embraced in the foregoing examina-
tions and re-examinations include an ascertained claimed areaof some
3,600,000 acres, with an unascertained area suflficient to swell theamount
to upwards of 4,000,000 acres. In this amount the surveyor-general
finds valid claims to the extent of some 100,000 acres of ascertained
area, and there is possibly an equal amount embraced in his recom-
mendations for an equitable confirmation of certain unaseertained small
areas. Not less than 90 per cent. of the area embraced in grants here-
tofore reported for confirmation are found by these examinations to be
made up of invalid claims and fraudulent surveys.

In empowering surveyors-general to examine and report upon private
land claims Congress failed to provide any means whatever for an in-
vestigation upon their merits, and the reports originally made are, there-
fore, in gross, merely reports of claimants’ representations unchallenged,
unverified, and uninvestigated. So-called preliminary surveys, made
wholly at the instance of claimants, represent merely the greed of in-
satiable demands, and are no guide to either the location or extent of
actual grants.

With this light before it Congress has hesitated, and members who
have investigated these claims have felt assured that nine out of ten
were as fraudulent and as false as perjury could make them. Nineout
of fen of the claims that have been presented have been supported by

manufactured titles. T speak ndvisedly when I say nine onb of ten,
for I have in my hands now the reports of the surveyors-general of New
Mexico and of Arizona, and they both make that statement.

And, more than that, there have been many of these grants confirmed
in the earlier days of Congress but none now; but why? I am glad to
tell the gentleman. Because it has been only within a very recent
period that the Congress of the United States has opened its eyes to the
iact that the public lands of this nation were rapidly slipping away from
the grasp of the General Government. Within my recollection—since I
came into business life—the great West was thonght to be illimitable.
‘When I went to the State of Illinois people thought that the public land
was inexhaustible. Whenever a corporation eame to Congress aski
for land the grant was made to it, limited only by the modesty of the re-
quest. The records of Congress will show that upwards of 200,000,000
acres of public land were given prodigally and lavishly to those who
simply came and asked for them. It startles the mind to realize the
extravagance and prodigality with which these grants were made, sim-
ply for the asking. I am not criticising now the men who did it. I
would nothave done it if T had been here; butit is done, and has gone
into the domain of history.

The point I make now is that the public land was regarded as inex-
haustible, and whoever came here making any kind of a specious claim
or plausible request and holding out his hopper, had that hopper filled.
Who does not know it? Thus there happened with reference to va-
rious claims coming before Congress what happened as many gentle-
men believe in regard to the Maxwell claim from the gentleman’s own
State. Many persons believe, and I am one of the number, that le-
gally not exceeding 98,000 acres were ever embraced in that claim
originally. But it was enlarged to an area of 1,700,000 acres; and ex-
tended and enlarged suryeys were made from mountain peak to mount-
ain peak, instead of from foot-hill to foot-hill. And that grant was
confirmed by Congress upon thé demand of gentlemen who, honestly
without doubt, believed at the time that those grantees were entitled
to that land.

Looking back, however, now over our history, we find that the time
has come when there must be a stop put to this kind of disposition of the
public lands. About 1850 there was a halt called with referenceto this
policy of confirming because of the reports coming up such as that which
I hold in my hand from surveyors-general here and there who had in-
vistigated these matters and who found that the experience which the
General Government had in dealing with land elaims in California was
being repeated in Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado. 'Who that has
had oceasion toexamine the workings of the commission under the actof
1854 doesnotremember the condition of thingsabout the city of San Fran-
cisco about the time Mr. Edwin M. Stanton, afterward Secretary of War,
was sent out there as special agent to investigate these land frauds?
What did he find about your city [addressing Mr. MorroW]? The
fact is familiar to yon that he found titles manufactured from the first
line to the last; titles on which the great wax seals, three inches in diam-
eter, were forged; proofs made that the original records had been de-
stroyed and that these were duly authenticated copies, and later the
fact developed that there never wererecords. Millions of acresof land,
worth now hundreds of millions of dollars, were claimed under forged
titles of that sort. Those things became well understood. The air
was filled with them about this Capitol when I came here in 1880;
and I agree that I absorbed-at that time some of the spirit of suspicion
in reference to these land claims. Hence, being placed on the Private
Lands Committee in the Forty-eighth Congress, I took occasion to ex-
amine some of these claims, and 1 believe, from personal inspection of
many of them, that the statements made by the surveyors-general of
Arizona and New Mexico are absolutely trne. And since that time,
thank God and the honesty of an American Congress, not one of those
grants has ever passed this House, and I predict that none ever will.
[Applause.]

Mr. SYMES. Idesire to ask the gentleman whether, in his opinion, -

a court of justice organized as proposed by this bill, with the right of
appeal in important cases to the Supreme Court of the United States,
would or would not be more liable to eliminate fraud than the process
which has been going on under the act of 18547

Mr. PAYSON. I will, at a later stage of my remarks, show why I
think this bill ill-advised. I am now endeavoring to state the reasons
why something ought to be done. I agree with everybody who has
spoken here that the act of 1854 is not working out the results which
ought to be obtained by the legislation of an American Congress. But
I am going to put my observations with reference to that upon a some-
what different ground from that suggested by other gentlemen.

Mr, Chairman, the rights of the claimants of these great, immense
grants of public land do not trouble me intheleast, I haveneverseen
the time when a man having an iinmense claim either to publie land
or any other matter of right was not able to look after his own inter-
ests. I am opposing this bill on the threshold beeause it does not, in
my judgment, provide for the protection of those who most nced pro-
tection—the holders of small areas of land, especially in New Mexico;
there are not so many of them in Arizona. The gentleman from Colo-
rado—and I beg him to understand that when I refer to him so fre-
quently it is not because I am singling him out as against others to be
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answered, but because in his discussion of the bill, unlike the remarks
of other gentlemen, he has addressed himself to specific sections of it—
the gentleman from Colorado says he “is thoronghly satisfied with the
provi:‘?;ls of this bill with reference to the holders of these small
gﬂl.nm not sahsﬁed with them. The measure as to t.lm:r:n1 in my judg-
ment, is wrong in principleand vicious in its enunciations, What class

of people are intended to be benefited and protected by the provisions
to which the gentleman has alluded and with which he says he is sat-
isfied? How many gentlemen in this Honse have examined the situa-
tion of affairs in these two Territories and the relations which the peo-
ple there bear to the General Government of the United States, so as to
be able to vote undcrstandmgly on this question? Here is the exact
situation. That ecountry in the early days,we all know, belonged to
Spain. With the extension of her bonndaries and the establishment of
military posts for the protection of her boundaries, military posts were
established along the Rio Grande River and still farther to the north
and west. Under the Spanish laws, power was given to the command-
ants of the different posts to farm out, as it were, to the people little
pieces of land, upon which they might go and raise garden truck or veg-
etables and things of that kind. These were the usnal camp and gar-
rison followers, of whom we knew something in recent days, and these
people settled down upon these small tracts of land granted by the com-
mandantsof the military posts. In that country crops are only raised
by irrigation, and pieces of land are specially desirable only when they
front npon the water. 8o, bordering upon the streams, and first along
the Rio Grande River, these holdings with fronts sometimes as narrow
as 50 feet and yet running back to the mesa or back to the mountains,
these holdings were settled upon by these people.

I saw five years ago, when I went leisurely along that valley, settle-
ments south of Albuguerque, where I was told there were 10,000 peo-

e living. Upon these little holdings they and their ancestors have

living for one hundred or two hundred years, running back to the
Spanish conquest of what is now a portion of this Union. These poeple
lived there. Thell'desoend:mts followed after them. Weagreed when
we aequired ion of that territory by the treaty of Guadalupe Hi-
da!gn to protect them in their holdings, and that whatever rights they
had should be given to them without cost or expense.

Let anybody go among that people and tell them there is a question
about their title to the land upon which they live, and you might as
well deny the divinity of the Savior as to deny the title they have
and claim by occupancy alone.

Mr. SYMES. That is the object of this hill.

Mr. PAYSON. If the gentleman will not anticipate me. I will come
down to the point he has been trying to make.

Mr. SYMES. They have been trying to do that for thirty-fiveyears,
and have not yet succeeded.

Mr. PAYSON. We have not been at it within the last thirty-five
years, and we have not been at it a minute in reference to this elass of
people. There has never been action by any surveyor-general in refer-
ence to any one of these small holdings or looking to validating that

M:.IIEYMES. That is what I say, and yet we have been runmipg
along for thirty-five years without having done anything.

Mr. PAYSON. Now, if the gentleman from Colorado will not an-
ticipate me he will get at what I mean before I get through, whether
he agrees with it ornot. I have said to him that the Department was
powerless to confirm tiile, and that was the defect of existing law,
which my plan will rectify. I hope he understands me exactly.

Those people, Mr. Chairman, believe with the earnestness of a re-
ligious conviction that the title they have to these little holdings is
absolute and indefeasible. They are harmless, quiet, and inoffensive
people; innocent and ignorant; and this bill, what does it propose to do
with them? Why is it brought to the attention of the law-makers
there is necessity to do something for this class of people? The av-
arice of the American frontiersman, the man who goes out to gatherin
pieces of new land, is proverbial now; to the desire on the part of those
;’ivelig want to speculate in public lands these people open a fruitful

Here are people ignorant of their rights, except they have a holding
which they believe to be secure without paper evidence of title, land
becoming rapidly valuable in the market.' There is the field for the
cupidity of those going out to make claims under the general land law.
8o some enterprising citizen locates on a portion of land oecupied by
these people and enters that land in the local Jand offiee, and it goes
into the General Land Office. This practice progressed so far we know
that in 1579 an act of Congress was passed reserving from the public
land certain valleys in Arizona and certain lands in New Mexico from
the operation of the homestead and pre-emption laws in order to pro-
}_ect u:.heae people upon their holdings until something eould be done

or them.

. The treaty made by the United States guaranties to them their title
withont cost to them. What does this bill propose? They are to pre-
sent a formal petition to the court setting up their claim; the tenure
under which it is held, and the evidence in support of 1b. the extent
and boundaries of it, to be known only after expensive surveys; then,

if after investigation they have been found in possession of if for forty
years, the court may confirm their title to that land! They ask for
bread and aregiven a stone! And then comes the bar of the limita-
tions in the bill: “That all claims not presented under this bill
within a period of two years from the date of its passage are hereby for-
ever barred, and all lands not so presented are hereby restored to the
publie domain.??

Mr. Chairman, doubtless the gentleman from Colorade and other
gentlemen within the sound of my voice have been among those people
living along in the localities I have described. If so I wounld gladly
yield five minutes of my time now to any one of them who will rise
and say in the presence of the House of Representatives that he be-
lieves he knows a single instance, or one in a hundred, in any one of
these localities where any person affected in any manner by the pro-
visions of this bill, will go into a court, go through the formality ot
hiring a lawyer, and present his case for adjudication to be passed upon
by the tribunal suggested here.

Mr. MORGAN. How would they know the law had been passed ?

Mr. PAYSON. That isa very happy inquiry by the gentieman from
Mississippi. How would they know that such a iaw had been passed,
or how many, even if it was brought to their attention, would be able
to avail themselves of it?

Mr. SYMES. If the gentleman from Illinois will be as good as his
word, I will occupy about a minute in making a response to his sug-

gestion.

Mr. PAYSON. Very well.

Mr. SYMES. This bill provides for notice being published in the
English and Spanish languages in the vicinity where these small claim-
ants live; and when this court provided by the bill goes out there, I
have no earthly doubt that when the facts are brought to their atfen-
tion, the attorney who represents these people, or the people them-
selves if they do not employ an attorney, will see that their little claims
are properly presented befors that tribunal. All that is necessary is
{or them to come forward and make their proof that they have been in
possession for forty years—I think twenty or twenty-five would be
ample; but when that proof is made to the satisfaction of the court

that they or their ancestors have occupied this land for forty years

next preceding the approval of this bill, no further title or evidence of
ownership is necessary. That settles the question. There is no appeal
to the court in banc, and that is the end in favor of the small claim-
ants. I submit thatitis better thanto havean agent traveling around
with an attorney and telling them what their titles are worth.

];:,'IEERR Suppose the court decides against them, how can they
ap P

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. I wish to avail myself of the oppor-
tunity offered by the gentleman from Illinois o make a brief reply to
the point made by him a few moments since. Now, the facts which
the gentleman overlooks are that these land-grabbers, claiming mill-
ions of acres under the law of 1854, have in hundreds of cases in New
Mexico and Colorado extended their lines so as to include hundreds,
and I do nof think I am above the point to say thousands, of these
small claims, and elaim by virtue of fictitions land grants; and I for
one think that ought to be investigated by the court, and the right and
title of these smaller farmers and small holders, who hold under a spe-
cies of vassalage and at their mercy, ought to be settled.

Now, the object of this bill is to aid men of that kind, and they are
the vast majority of these smaller holders in the Te.rntory of New
Mexico, Arizona and Colorado, who are at their mercy. BSection 15 of
the bill provides:

That wherever any claimant shall produce evi to the of the
ssid eourt of the continuvous cccupancy and hi if, his ances-
tors, or grantors, for forty years next preceding the da.te ‘of the approvalof this
act, ‘of a piece or parcel of land in either of said Territories or Siate, not ex-
oueding 160 acres in extent, and not included within the limits of any grant for
the establishmentof a mty. town or village, no further evidenece of title or own-

ership shall be necessary or vired from such claimant, but he shall therenpon
be entitled to confirmation of his title to such piece or parcel of land.

So that it will be seen no costs are required to be paid at all.

Mr. PAYSON. You have got to have a lawyer?

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. He may have to hire a lawyer, but
it does not follow that he must doso. He may go into the court with-
ont a lawyer. A provision is made here, as will be seen, that he has
no costs to pay to establish his title.

Mr. PAYSON.. Will the gentleman tell me how one of these Mex-
icans, who has lived there himself, and his ancestors for two hundred
and fifty years, who does not understand a word of our language, would
go into the court without the help of a lawyer under that bill? Can
he imagine how it is possible for him to do so?

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. In reply to that I can only say that
when a man is in that condition, under the laws as they exist, by which
he is virtnally deprived of his property, this bill gives him a chance
to come into the court and obtain his remedy.

Mr. PAYSON. Bathe isnot deprived of his property under existing
law. TUnder the law and the treaty between this conntry and Mexico,
his title, if he is still in occupancy, is as good as any man’s title. The
only difficulty is that in cases where there is a desire to di him,

Sl ndi

there is no title that he has which is deducible of record. That is the
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only difficnlty he rests under, except possibly in the case that his land
may be grabbed by somebody, himself ousted, and the possession as-
sumed by somebody else, while he is unable to resist the aggression.
But I am saggesting this becaunse I am showing what I think to be
some of the features of this bill which are subject to eriticism; and I
propose to submit, at the proper time, what I have indicated as, in my
Jjudgment, a better scheme altogether. I am not here for the purpose
of saying that the act of 1854 is the best enactment that could be made.
I do not believe it is, I believe in a better one, as I have outlined it.

Mr. HOYEY. At the expense of the United States?

Mr. PAYSON. Yes; atthe expense of the United States. And that
the decision of the Secretary of the Interior, unless appealed: from, in
every grant that embraces less than 11 square leagues of land should
be final and conclusive; and as to every grant including more than that,
not one of them should ever be confirmed except by the joint action of
the two Honses of Congress, with the approval of the President of the
United States.

As regards the holders of these smaller areas of land, place it in the
power and make it the doty of the surveyor-general of each of these
Territories, with a corps of assistants subject to his disposal, to make
surveys, to go wherever these people live and, without any expense to
them, survey their land and certify the survey to the Commissioner of
the General Land Office, and let him issue a patent in the mean time
prohibiting settlement as against them.

I realize the difficulty of undertaking to prove titles back for forty
years. We all know that forty years is more than the average of one
generation. In every State of this Union, so far as T am advised, and
I can speak absolutely as to my own State, open adverse possession for
twenty years is deemed conclusive as to title. Possession for seven
years under the claim and color of title is made good there. These
lands on which these people have been living are of no great value to
anybody except themselves or to one who goes there with a speculative
idea.

Mr. SYMES. Will the gentleman permit me a suggestion in refer-
ence to what he was saying a moment ago?

Mr. PAYSON. Yes, sir. X

Mr, SYMES, Ina billreported from the Committee on Territories,
of which I am a member, and similar to a bill which passed the Forty-
ninth Congress, it is provided that in proving up these small claims the
ex of it should be paid by the Government.

Mr. PAYSON. And if ought to be.

Mr. SYMES. Tagree with the gentleman from Illinois in that state-
ment; and I should like to see this bill amended in that particular.

Mr. PAYSON. Isaid,inanswer to the gentleman from Indiana and
the gentleman from Mississippi a few minutes ago, that my plan con-
templated that. In accordance with the treaty between this Govern-
ment and Mexico, and even under the promptings of humanity alone,
a great, rich nation like this, with a surplus running into hundreds of
millions in the Treasury, is engaged in a paltry retail peanut business
when it goes to quibbling with some poor, ignorant, harmless being as
to who shall pay the cost of providing title for 15 or 20 acres of land
when it has been assured to him by the greatest power in this country—
the treaty-making power.

Mr. Chairman, let the Government do justice to these poor people.
I remember with pleasure, ay, with pride, the fact of the enactment
of the homestead law—that grand, beneficent enactment—which with
its central idea of *‘free homes for free men’’ has been a rallying cry
for years; an act signed by that great man from my own State, Presi-
dent Lincoln, and which has been one of the many stars in his erown
of glory. I remember all thisasIstand here clamoring for thislegisla-
tion for these dependent poor, as I have for five years! [Applause.]

I think that plan ought to beadopted. Who can possibly be harmed
by it? Let us commence at the lower round of the ladder and help
the poor and needy first. Everybody who knows anything about these
claimants knows that those who are asserting title to these great areas
of land bought them for a song—a pittance was paid for what is to-day
a principality.

I have the records in my desk in my own committee room of Public
Lands of a transaction where a tract of land of 1,700,000 acres was
bought with four mules. Then there is this greaf Peralta grant, in-
volving 7,000,000 acres of land, covering with its dark and blighting
shadow the southern half of Arizona, the sonthwest corner of Kansas,
taking in the whole of No Man’s Land, part of the Pan Handle of Texas,
and part of the Indian Territory. What was the basis of that claim?
Simply a voluntary agreement not reduced fo writing to colonize a
few immigrants on that territory. The papers in that case show that
not a dollar of money was invested by the men who were engaged in
that great enterprise; a transaction involving 7,000,000 acres of public
lands; a territory that is almost one-quarter the size of the great, grand
State in which I live, and not a dollar of money invested in it.

Let those men come to this body. The American people has yeta
conscience and that conscience is and ought to be reflected here; and
when a man has an honest claim, and it can be made to appear that it
is honest, he will get it. Suppose it is deferred, he can afford to wait,
well afford it.

It is better for men who have valid claims, the confirmation of which

may be possible, to postpone them for a few years. They can better
afford to permit themselves to be inconvenienced by that delay rather
than future generations shall be deprived by the system of worse than
rohbery of hundreds of thousands, not to say millions of acres of land
through hasty methods of adjustment. The inconvenience that can re-
sult to them is not to be compared to cvils that always have resulted
through haste.

I have spoken of limiting the jurisdiction of the Department to claims
of 11 square leagues of land. I took that as the unit, and I make this
statement for the benefit of those who have not investigated this ques-
tion. There is a belief—I do not subscribe to it, nor do I deny it—
that 11 leagues of land was the most that could be granted under the
laws of Mexico in grants to individuals.

1t is asserted by some of the best lawyers in the country that that is
the extreme amount. I will assume that asa unit in the proposed leg-
islation which I will offer as a snbstitute for this hill at the proper time.
If a claim of that amount or less passes the ordeal of the surveyor-
general, of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and of the
Secretary of the Interior, then, so far as the General Government is
concerned, it can well afford to say that that shall be final. On the
other hand, if the decision is against the claimant, he will havea right
of appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States.

Mr. SYMES. Will the gentleman yield for a question?

Mr. PAYSON. Yes, sir.

Mr. SYMES. Thadpresented to meonce asan attorney the immense
claim which the gentleman has so eloquently deseribed, and as to which
he says the only consideration for 7,000,000 of acres was an agreement
to colonize a few peopleon theland. I fully concur with him as to that
claim. I told the parties that consulted me that the claim had no
foundation which this Government would recognize, and that they had
better abandon it. I told them that as a lawyer. Buat now I ask the
gentleman if he cites that as a case such as would be in danger of pass-
ing through this land court, if it were created under the proposed bill,

Mr. COCKRAN. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question?

Mr. PAYSON. With pleasure.

Mr. COCKRAN. Do I understand the gentleman to suggest that
the proper course would be to give an appeal from the Secretary of the
Interior to the Supreme Court of the United States?

Mr. PAYSON. Ido.

Mr. COCKRAN. Do you find any constitutional authority for that?

Mr. PAYSON. Ithink Innderstand thegentleman’s point. I know
thata question hasbeen raised—and itisa question towhich I have given
some little thought—as to whether the Supreme Court of the United
States, being a court of appellate jurisdiction only and having very limi-
ted original jurisdiction in civil cases, there might not be a diffienlty in
the way of allowing an appeal to that court from the Secretary of the In-
teriorasamatterof practice. Inanswertohim, Ihavetosay thatif upon
investigation it should be found that the obstacle suggested does exist—
I do not commit myself on that point—there is a very easy way of get-
ting around it by providing that the decision of the Secretary may be
entered as a judgment pro forma in the supreme court of the District
of Columbia and an appeal be taken from there to the Supreme Court
of the United States. But that is only a question of detail, as I think
the gentleman from New York will agree. Just how the practice wonld
be regulated is a matter that could be settled hereafter. The principle
is what I am after; details can easily be settled.

Mr. COCKRAN. Anotherquestion. Would there be any objection
to establishing some tribunal, whatever it might be called, equipped
with the power to ascertain the facts in any of these controversies, with
an appeal from that tribunal direct to the Supreme Court of the United
States?

Mr. PAYSON. Iam coming to that later, as I said a moment ago
to the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. SyMEs], but I may as well state
the ohjection now as at any other time. A good deal of surprise would
be expressed by any lawyer here if an adequate statement could be
made of the exhibitions of genins manifested by those who are claim-
ing lands under frandulent grants, in the preparation of their proofs
before courts or commissions. I remember that when I read of what
was done in California before the commission appointed under the act
of 1854, it seemed not only to border upon, but to enter actually into,
the realm of fancy and imagination. I did not believe that such things
were possible. But I have seen the records covering hundreds and
hundreds of pages (and in the reports from the General Land Office and
the Department of Justice there are hundreds of pages with reference
to these matters in California), records which were manufactured from
the first line to the last and appeared to be duly anthenticated. Seals
were attached with all due formality. Signatures were counterfeited
with astonishing accuracy. Affidavit upon affidavit was made that the
originals from which these records came had been lost or destroyed,
and all apparently perfectly regular, afterwards confessed forgeries, and
made easy by the careless way in which archives were kept there.

When I was in New Mexico five years ago this summer, the register
of the local land office pointed out to me in what was called the gov-
ernor’s palace, now oceupied by our officers as a public building, an out~
house in which he stated there had been kept for months and months
the paper evidences of the title to great areas of land in the Territory,
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easy of nccess to any, kicked about as rublish, put in places where
neither of us wonld put a dog, regarded as valueless. Frequently
forged papers areinserted in these masses, and then searched for, found,
and certified as genuine. This was attempted with the Peralta grant.
That these things have been done is beyond question. Now, we all
know as lawyers that when yon are trying a matter before a tribunal
and the trial of the case actually begins, the procession begins to move;
it has to be then and there tried to an end upon such material as is at
hand. To make mys$elf better understood, I will give an illustration.
Suppose that I am attorney for the claimant in one of these land-grant
claims and the gentleman from New York [Mr. CoCKRAN] is the dis-
trict attorney under this bill. I prepare my case. Of course the Gov-
ernment has nothing to do but to stand back and see what evidence
the claimant has to show why the title should be confirmed.

I get up and offer to the court in the first place a certified copy of a
grant made by the proper authorities of the Republic of Mexico away
~ back in 1826 or 1830. By affidavit after affidavit I prove that there

was an original of that grant which has been lost, and I produce the depo-
sitions of some persons who testify to what is known as juridical posses-
sion. These witnesses swear that in their boyhood they remember
going with their fathers out upon this land ; that their fathers picked
up and threw into the air some spears of and shouted, ** Long
live the Republic,” or “‘Long live the King;’ that ceremony being
equivalent under the Spanish law to seisin under the common law.
This sort of proof, as regular as anything can be, is offered. That
being the case, what would the gentleman from New York, as attorney
for the Government under this bill, do?

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin, Willthe gentleman permit me to an-
swer? N '

Mr. PAYSON. Yes, sir, ' :

Mr. THOMAS, of Wisconsin. The gentleman from Illinois asks, what
would the gentleman from New York do under this bill? I take the
liberty of answering by simply reading from section 14 of the'bill, which
provides— -

That whenever the Government, by its attorney, or any person, corporation,
or association, shall deny the existence of the right, title, or nt from the
Spanish or Mexican Government, under which any petitioner ¢laims lands by
petition before said court, or shall allege that the said right, title, claim, or grant
was fraudulently obtained, or that there is d reason to believe that the pa-

rs or documents under which any such right, title, or grant is claimed are

orgeries, then in any such case the petitioner orgetitionerl shall, upon the or-
der of said court, exhibit to the court, at atime and in such order to be ified,
the original papers or documents upon which any such right, title, elaim, or
grant is alleged to be founded, if the same are in possession of such petitioner
or can be obtained by him; if such originals can not be produced by such pe-
titioner, he shall exhibit and file in the office of said court, within such time as
the court shall direct, duly authenticated copies of all papers upon which he de-
pends to establish hisclaim; whereupon if the Government, by its attorney or
uny proper person, shall eerill‘y said court that there is doubtas to the validity of
such claim, right, or grant, it shall be the duty of the court to transmit to the
Secretary of State of the United States a request that the question in contro-
versy be Hmmughly investigated by the representative of the United States

Government in Spain or Mexico, or any of the States thereof from which it is
elaimed any such right, title, or grant is derived.

And thereupon the necessary evidence is obtained.

. Mr. PAYSON. There is nothing new in that; we have all read itin
the bill. That does not meet the question at all.

Mr. BUCHANAN. The gentleman from Illinois will allow me to
ask this question: Is it notlikely thatin such a case as he speaksof the
Government, instead of being represented by a gentleman of the fine
legal learning and acumen possessed by the gentleman from New York
[Mr. CockrAN], would be represented by some attorney who had no
practice at home, who was not fit to have any practice at home, and
who had been appointed as a legal representative of the Government
because he had had political backing ?

Mr. PAYSON. 1 would rather not answer that question.

Mr. COCKRAN. - Thegentleman from New Jersey [ Mr. BUCHANAN]
will permit me to decline the compliment which he pays me, and to
assure him that it is properly due to the President of the United States,
Whgéd under this bill, will see that the Government is snitably repre-
sented.

Mr. PAYSON. But we propose at the next election to change the
political character of the administration, and will see to it ourselves
that suitable appointments are made. .

Mr. COCKRAN. Even if such achange were made, I would still
have confidence in the administration of justice by the duly-appointed
representatives of the Government. [Laughter and applause.] But
let me ask a question directly in pointin this controversy: Assuming
that this tribunal would be exposed to all the weaknesses and dangers
which the gentleman suggests, what other tribunal can be devised
which will not be exposed to similar influences ?

Mr. PAYSON. I meet that question by referring the gentleman to
the plan I outlined a moment ago. You have first the surveyor-gen-
eral of the Territory, supposed to be an honest man; and in the case of
New Mexico and Arizona, I know that the officers deserve that char-
acter. This remark is no more than is due to those gentlemen, whom
I have known from boyhood, George W. Julian and John Hise. Two
better men never lived. »

Mr. SMITH, of Arizona. I can corroborate the gentleman as to the
gurveyor-general of Arizona. :

Mr, PAYSON. Nextcomes the Commissioner of the General Land

Office, an officer who is, presumably at least, 2 man of as much ability
as the average lawyer who would be appointed to the position of judge
under this bill. Next above him would come the Secretary of the In-
terior; and out of such material, very properly, as to intellect, judges
of the Supreme Court are frequently made. Next above him comes the
Supreme Court of the United States. I desire to be fully understood.
I am not assuming that the judges to be appointed under this bill will
be inferior in ability to others in like position, or that they will be
lacking in integrity. I am not reflecting on the system by imputation
as to either quality.

I am urging that they will be no better in either respect than the
men called to act as Commissioner or Secretary, and that the Assistant
Attorney-General for the Interior Department will probably be a man
of larger experience and learning than the attorney to be appointed
under the bill; but the point is that when the case is made up the case
of the claimant is ex parte, the Government is not advised of it. The
claimant presents only the evidence helping him, and the court must
act on that which is presented to it. A court never, never sets on foot
inquiriesand investigations to be prosecuted outside to help either party
on questions of fact. It must, as we all know, leave those matters to
the litigants, but under my plan the officers could stop at any stage
and make investigations as the proceeding developed occasion. In
other words, the Department officials who deal with the evidence at
first hand are not compelled to move execpt so far as they may deem it
advisable to move, taking into account the best interests of the Govern-
ment. Nor, I will say to the gentleman from New York, are they com-

1led to receive testimony as conclusive of a question, as a court wounld
gg compelled to do if the matter were on trial before it. If the gen-
tleman will do himself the justice to read through the reports(tedious
as some of them are), containing the history of the investigations of
some of these private land claims based upon titles which afterward
were confessed to be forgeries, he will see that it has been in the pasta
great safegnard to this nation thatofficers of the Government, who were
called upon to on the validity of these claims, the regularity and
aunthenticity of the papers evidencing the tifle, were not obliged to
make a decision until they themselves had carried the investigation
farther and in a line upon their own suggestion.

I do not believe, Mr. Chairman, that there is a necessity for this spe-
cial tribunal at all. If the machinery of the executive department is
sufficiently extensive, if there is a sufficiently large corps of employés
to pass upon these questions as speedily as they onght to be passed npon,
and the Secretary assures us of the sufficiency, then from motives of
economy alone we ought to save the thirty-odd thousand dollars a year
which it will cost to execute this bill.

Mr, COCKRAN. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him?

Mr. PAYSON. With pleasure.

Mr. COCKRAN. Inview of the excellence of the present system, can
the gentleman entirely reconcile that excellence with the fact these ques-
tions are undetermined and are before Congress asking for solution?

Mr. PAYSON. I will tell the gentleman. I do not assert the ex-
cellence in the present plan. Before the gentleman camein I had shown
the defect of the present law in this, that it does not permit the Depart-
ment to decide anything, only to report to Congress.

If it had the power to decide, all the long list of claims I have pre-
sented would have been decided years ago, unless pending in the Su-

reme Court on appeal.

Mr. COCKRAN. Then the only question is whether this is the best
method of deciding them?

Mr. PAYSON. Noj; but what shall be substituted for the existing
lJaw, and I prefer rather than to have this bill adopted, which, in my
jndgment, would render it possible inthe future to practice the fraunds
which have been practiced in the past; and if that is to be the result
of its adoption I for one prefer the present delay, under which no pos-
sible frauds can be practiced.

Mr. Chairman, I hold in my hand a letter addressed to me by Mr.
Julian, the surveyor-general of New Mexico, which I heartily indorse
and will incorporate in my remarks, omitting the formal heading:

Several projects for thie settlement of these titles have been u One of
these is the creation of a commission, like that provided for California by the
act of Con, of 1851. Another is the submission of these questions to the
courts of New Mexico, according fo the provisions of what is known as Mr.
Ep:uxps’s bill. Another is the organization of a land court, which shall hold
its sessions either in Washington or in New Mexico, for the purpose of hearing
these eases. In my opinion none of these legislative schemes are demanded by
2}1{]:29:5&& Let me invite your attention to a few simple facts in elucidation

The act of Congress of July 22, 1854, makes it the duty of the surveyor-general
to ascertain ‘' the origin, nature, ter, and extent " of these foreign grants,
and make full report thereon to Congress with a view to the final action of that
body. This work was begun in 1853, and isnow substantially completed. The
claims are on the files of the General Land Office and before the committees of
Congress, including duly certified copies of the papers in each case, the evi- _
dence, both documentary and oral, the reports of the surveyor-general, and
the supplementary reports recently submitted, all in their orgerly connection,
and printed. What is obviously wanted is a brief enactment of Congreas refer-
ring all these cases to the Land Department for decision on the basis of action
thus sué-)plied. Congress refuses to adjudicate any more of them, but this cer-
tainly does not make nugatory the records thus prepared, but only necessitates
their submission to another tribunal.
ment of the Interior.

In urging this plan of settlement, as I have done during the past two years,
I am now supported by Secretary Lamar. In his late annual report he says

That tribunal is at hand in the Depart-
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that *'as at present organized and equlpred. with a slight increase of foree, that
Department is fully equal to dealing with and determining all loﬁ:l uestions
arising under these grants. It has at its disposal legal talents tra 33 and fa-
miliar with questions of lnw and in the habit of acting judieially in other cases,
Representing the execntive power of the Government, Department must,
in any event, be a large participant in any actién in relation to these grants.
The official documents, the archives, anecient and modern, relating to the pub-
lie lJands and foreign grants, are in its custody, and must there remain.

Such a plan, in my opinion, would be simple, inexpensive, and accomplish
the settlement of these ¢ $ in a much more expeditious and satisfactory
manner than any of those heretofore suggested.

If these views are sound the expensive and dil y of a court or
commission is wholly superfluous. Should any such tribunal be established it
will be obliged to dispose of the cascs on the papers on file in the General Land

ce, No other method of proceeding is possible, since the nesses are
nearly all dead, and the record of their evidence must be received. Ina few
cases additional testimony might be desired, for which provision could readily
be made in the act of Congress transferring them. A competent lawyer could
decide them aswell as a court or commission, for in either case the basis of
udgment would be the same. The business would be done speedily, while
have shown in my last annual report that on the plan of a commission like
that proposed in Mr. JoseEra’s bill, or of a court such as the Edmunds bill of thie
last Congress provides for, the cases would not be settled in aquarter of a cent-

ury, =

That I am right in pleading for the summary method of settlement proposed
will more clearly appear ‘13 referring to the amount and character of the work
involved. In the recent address of Governor Ross before this committee he
estimates the number of claims to Spanish grants in New Mexico at five or six
thonsand. The extmvngnxm of this statement makes it simply ridieulous, and
my respect for his officia tion obliges me to assume that he has been very
unfortunately reported. des the few unsettled claims in Colorado and
A there are two hundred on the files of the surveyor-general’s office at
Santa Fé. Forty-nine of these have been disposed of by Congress. Forty-odd
additionn! cases are in such fragmentary and imperfeet shape that no action
on them is possible, while the cluimants, who were notified over two years ago
to amend and perfect their applications, have failed to do so. The fairassum
tion is thatthe caseshave been abandoned. Thisleaves a residue of only alittle
over one hundred claims to be disposed of. A few straggling cases in the cus-
tody of private may yet make their appearance after thg lapse of thirty-
four years, but this iz not probable, and it may r bly be pr d that
the cases now on file and exhibited on the official map of the Territory are all,
or very nearly all, that will demand attention.

Nor is there anything difficult or intricate in their settlement. Governor

& anhi

Ross, as reported, tells you that '* so intricate and tangled has become the wool
and w of this 8 and Mexican grant business—so interdrawn the lights
and lows of good and evil intent in their manipulation—that only by the

most careful judicial investigation by a tribunal clothed with ample authority
to enforce testimony will it be possible to elicit the truth and establish justice.”
This is poetry, and needs to be translated into the plain prose of actual facts,
Of the one hundred cases referred to, many involve very small tracts, like those
of the Er:lmp in the viecinity of Santa Fé. These can be readily disposed of, as

they disclose little ground for controversy. . -

There are a many colony and pueblo grants, about which there is no
real dispute, and in which the grant or their d dants will hold their
Jands by occupancy and preseription if the grants should be found technically
invalid. Quitea ber of other clai as I have found, are so clearly valid,
or else o manifestly invalid, as to ?wclude controversy, and makeg their dispo-
sition easy and merely formal, while comparatively few of them involve such
econtroverted questions of law or fact as to require any elaborate investigation.
There is nothing mysterious or oceult about them. They involve none of the
niceties of legal metaphysics. As a rule, the grant relied on by the claimant is
found among the archives on file in the surveyor-general's office. Its genuine-
ness is easily ascertained, and the cases of forged grants are very few. Ifitis
shown by the archives that juridical delivery of possession was made, and the
evidence proves that the conditions of the grant were complied with, a conclu-
gion is readily reached.

The shocking and wholesale frauds that have been perpetrated in New Mexico
in dealin witﬁ these claims have had their genesis in the brazen and defiant
roguery of the elaimants and not in the intricacy of the cases as presented. Ihave
personaly examined nearly all the claims in New Mexico, and have no hesita-
tion in saying that the whole batch of them could be disposed of in from one to
two years by a eompetent lawyer who wonld industriously sp'Fly himself to
the task, under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. Thereis, there-
fore, no necessity or even excuse for a court or commission in New Mexicoto pass
upon them, while * the right of the National Gover ttolands,” asSecretar;
Lamar says, * eannot be wisely left to the arbitrament of local tribunals, which
are more or less under local influences and su?posed to ugm{nhlm with the
individual claimant as against the Government." The truth of this statement
has been abundantly verified and shockingly illustrated by the action of the
California commission, created by the act of Congress of 1851, wlich became the
mt:ls-paw of land-stealing experts in their trinmphant robbery of the public do-
main,

As to the numerous small landholders in New Mexico who ¢laim no title un-
der any grant and have no right to their little possessions except that of occu-
pancy and preseription, I have been hearing their claims and forwarding their
pmcz to the General Land Office as in the case of grant elaimants. These ex-
aminations involve no court chagzes. and this fact is a t relief to the parties
concerned, who are too poor to ef.mg the expenses of litigating their claims

. the plan I am urging be adopted noth-
ing will be wanting but the action of the Land Department upon their cases.
n urging these views I am decidedly op by the grant claimants, but

I am sure I represent the rank and file of the people of New Mexico. The
Government has left them in the wilderness for more than the third of a cent-
ury and they now have a just right to a speed?r deliverance.

?rmpcclfully submit that this is only possible on the plan I propose, and that
to turn them over to the tedious and dilatory machinery of the courts would be
to prolong indefinitely the evils under which they have so long

Yours, truly,

; GEO, W, JULIAN,

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired,

Mr. PAYSON. Mr. Chairman, I desire only a single word. At the
proper time I shall offer the bill I haveoutlined as a substitute for the
bill of the committee, and on it I invoke the favorable consideration of
the House; and I thank gentlemen for the kind attention with which I
have been complimented.

Mr,. McCREARY. I have mkeln If;-hed floor, Mr. Ch:l.ilrma.no o, oi:; t}:e

nrpose of suggesting a recess until Monday morning a 0 , for
{’he purpose of continuing the consideration of the pendingbill. Ithink
thereis a general desire on the part of the Honse to get through with
this matter, and I will therefore now move the committee rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker having taken the

chair Mr. BLOUNT r?orted that the Committee of the Whole House
on ihe state of the Union had, according to order, had under consid-
eration a bill (H. R. 7643) to establish a United States land conrt and
to provide for a judicial investigation and settlement of private land
claims in the Territories of Arizona and New Mexico and in the State
of Colorado, and had come to no resolution thereon. ;

Mr. McCREARY. Inow move, Mr. Epeaker, thatthe House take a
recess until Monday morning at 10 o’cleck.

Mr. SAYERS. I ask the gentleman to withdraw that fora moment
until I can present two amendments to be printed in the RECOED,

Mr. McCREARY. Certainly.

Mr. SAYERS'S proposed amendments were read, as follows:

Strike out the word * forty,” in line 4, section 15, and insert the word “ten;"
80 that it will read :

‘'8Ec, 15. That wherever any claimant shall produce evidence to the satisfac-
tion of the said court of the continuous cceupancy and p i y hi 1f,
his ancestors, or grantors, for ten years next preceding the date of the appmvai
of this act, of & piece or parcel of land in eilther of said Territories or State.”

Also, insert after the word ' claims,” in line 20, page 10, the following:

*And any instrument of writing and any assignment or indorsement thereof
shall be regarded as fully proved unless some party to the suit shall deny in his
plea that the same is genuine, and moreover, shall file with the papers in the
cause an affidavit stating that he has good cause to believe, and does verily be-
lieve that s uch instrument of writing, assignment, or indorsement is forged."”

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL.

Mr. BLANCHARD, from the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, re-
ported a bill (H. R. 9050) for the construction, repair, and preserva-
tion of certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other pur-
poses; which wsa referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union; and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be
printed. X

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas. I reserve all points of order on thas
bill.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I was going to do the same
thing,

MAJ. DANIEL N. BASH.

Mr. DUNHAM. I move, by nnanimous consent, to take up for con-
sideration the bill (8. 258) for the relief of Maj. Daniel N. Bash, pay-
master, United States Army.

The bill was read.

Mr. BLOUNT. Let us have the report in that case,

Mr. DUNHAM. I desire to state, in a moment, that the House hill
was introduced by myself and received the unanimous report of the
Committee on Military Affairs——

Mr. BLAND. I think we had better have the regular order.

Mr. McMILLIN. I move that the House do now adjourn.

Mr. McCREARY. I have not yielded the floor for such a motion,

Mr. McMILLIN. Idonot desire to take the gentleman off the floor,
and will yield to hear his statement.

Mr. McCREARY. I move that the House take a recess until 10
o'clock on Monday morning.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If that motion is adopted the effect
will be to continue the consideration of this bill. )

Mr. RANDALL, And make Monday Saturday. There is no re-
striction; the House may be kept in session all day and the Monday
session altogether lost.

Mr. McMILLIN. I will state a reason to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky that would operate against his motion.

Commnittee meetings are to be held, and in view of the fact that mem-
bers of the House are not excused {rom attendance because of their pres-
ence at committee meetings, it would prevent meetings of committees
from being held on that day, and greatly inconvenience and retard the
business.

Mr. McCREARY. Then I will ask unanimous consent that thisbill,
now under consideration, be taken up on next Saturday after the con-
gideration hour.

Mr. RANDALL. I will have to object to that, as on next Saturday
here will probably be an appropriation bill.

Mr. McCREARY. Then I will say, subject to appropriation or rev-
enue bills.

Mr. HOLMAN, I will also have to insist upon an exception in favor
of the general homestead law. _

Mr. BTEELE. Pending that, I movethat the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 50’clock and 12 min-
utes p. m.) the House adjourned.

PRIVATE BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS INTRODTUCED AXD RE-
FERRED.

Under the rule private bills and joint resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and referred as indicated below:

By Mr. BURROWS: A bill (H. R. 9088) for the relief of James S,
Smith—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. HOUK: A bill (H. R. 9089) for the relief of Jacob Henry—
to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. MILLIKEN: A bill (H. R. 9090) for the relief of Enoch 8.
YWhitehouse—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. PEEL (by request): A bill (H. R. 9091) for the relief of John
L. Owen—to the Committee on Military Affairs, -
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Also, a bill (H. R. 9092) for the relief of George W. Glenn—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions. :

By Mr. REED: A bill (H. R. 9093] for the relief of Lincoln W. Tib-
betts—to the Committee on Claims. ¢

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H: R. 9094) making an appropria-
tion for the benefit of the Presbyterian Church at Smyrna, Tenn.—to
the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. B. 9095) toincrease the pension of Charles Clark—to
the Committee on Pensions.

Also, a hill (H. R. 9096 )Jor the relief of John N. Smith—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

By Mr. ROBERTSON: A bill (H. R. 9097) for the relief of the Odd
Fellows' Hall Association of New Orleans, La.—to the Committee on
War Claims.

By Mr. STOXNE, of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9098) for the relief of
the legal representatives of A. J. Beale, deceased—to the Committee
on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 9099) for the relief of M. G. Gilbert—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 9100) for the relief of C. J. McConnell—to the
Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 9001) to place the name of Granville Dunning on
the muster-rolls of Company B, Thirteenth United States Colored Heavy
Artillery—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Change in the reference of a bill improperly referred was made in the
following case, namely:

A bill (H. R. 5747) granting a pension to Emma Zimmerman—irom
the Committee on Invalid Pensions to the Committee on Pensions.

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk,
under the rule, and referred as follows:

By Mr. ADAMS: Memorial of 55 citizens of Chicago, Ill., against
repeal of the internal-revenue tax on cigars and cheroots—to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

Also, resolutions of the Chicago Board of Trade, in relation to the
Nicaragua Canal—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. C. H. ALLEN: Petition of Barnet Rogers and 256 employés
of the Smith & Dove Manufacturing Company, of Andover, Mass., pro-
testing against any reduction of duties on flax or dressed lint—to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, memorial of William Oswald & Co., for better postal service
between New York and New England—to the Committee on the Post-
Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. C. 8. BAKER: Petition of Hon. B. F. Fenner and 193 others,
citizens and business men of Penn Yan, Yates County, New York, in
favor of the reduced rate of postage on letters—to the Committee on
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. :

By Mr. BIGGS: Petition-of several thousand residents and miners of
the gold belt of California, urging the passage of House bill 1218, for
the survey of rivers and streams of the State affected by mining débris—

* to the Committee on Mines and Mining.

By Mr. BOOTHMAN: Petition of Pioneer Grange No. 136, Patrons
of Husbandry, of Weston, Ohio, protesting against the reduction of the
wool tariff—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, petition of same, for the reduction of postage on plants, bulbs,
and other fourth-class mail matter—to the Committee on the Post-Of-
fice and Post-Roads.

By Mr. BOWEN: Petition of Robert IX. Dors, of Craig County, Vir-
ginia, for payment of his war claim, with accompanying proofs—tothe
Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. C. R.BRECKINRIDGE: Petition of 80 citizens of Pine Bluff,
Ark., protesting against the passage of the Butterworth and Dawes lard
bills—to the Committee on Agriculture. "

By Mr. BREWER: Protest of R. B, Caruss, N, T. Daniels, and 75
other farmers of Clinton County, Michigan, against putting wool on
the free-list—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. J. R. BROWN: Petition of B. Y. Fretwell and 27 others, citi-
zens of Danville, Va., protesting against the passage of the Butterworth
and Dawes lard bills—to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. BUNNELL: Petition of workmen in glass manufactures, of
Wayne County, Pennsylvania, against the rednction of duty on green
and colored glass bottles—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. CAREY: Memorial of the Legislative Assembly, praying for
anthority to lease school lands—to the Committee on the Public Lands.

Also, memorial of the Legislature of Wyoming, inreference to the Fort

Bridger military reservation—to the Committee on the Public Lands.

Also, memorial of certain citizens of Wyoming Territary, praying
the duty be not removed from window-glass—to the Committee on
Ways and Means. i

Also, memorial of the Board of Trade of Laramie City, Wyo., praying
for the construction of reservoirs—tothe Committeeon the Public Lands.

By Mr. CONGER: Petition of the board of railroad commissioners
of lowa, for the passage of such legislation as will prevent the loss of
life and limb in coupling cars and handling brakes and regulating the
manner of heating cars—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. CROUSE: Petition of W. 8. Phillips and others, of Chagrin
Falls, Cuyahoga County, Ohie, for more effectnal protection to agrienlt-
ure—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Memorial of Richard T. Sullivan and Foss
& Co., of Boston, Mass., asking retention of present tariff rates on wool,
rags, shoddy wool, extracts, ete.—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. FORNEY: Petition of W. T. Alexander, late postmaster at
Jacksonville, Ala., for relief—to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

By Mr. GALLINGER: Petition of Herbert Bailey, of Claremont, N.
H., for guick mail transit between New England and the West—to the
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

Also, petition of the railroad commissioners of New Hampshire, in
favor of uniform automatic couplers for freight-cars on interstate rail-
roads—to the Committee on Railways and Canals,

By Mr. GIFFORD: Petition of M. M. Denison and 49 others, citi-
zens of Hand County, Dakota, praying that flax and flax products may
be protected by a high tarifi—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRANGER (by request): Petition of John Barris and others,
and of J. 8. Mead and others, in relation to the postage on seeds—to
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. D. B. HENDERSON: Aflidavitof William Ryan &Son, pork-
packers, of Dubugue, Iowa, contradicting statement of W. G. Bartle,
of 8t. Louis, Mo.—to the Committee on Agriculture. y

Also, petition of Branch No. 21, Butchers’ National Protective As-
sociation, favoring the Butterworth bill for purelard—to the Commit-
tee on Agriculture,

By Mr. T. J. HENDERSON: Resolution of the Sheffield Farmers’
Alliance of Burean County, Illinois, favoring placing lumber, salt, and
wool on the free-list, reducing the tax on sugar, clothing, and other
necessaries, and against the repeal of tax on tobacco and whisky—to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HERMANN: Petition of Pomona Grange, Salem, Oregon,
for ereation of a department of agriculture with a Cabinet fecretary—
to the Committee on Agriculture. -

Also, protest againstreduction of tariff on wool, by the North Pacific
Sheep and Wool Growers’ Association of Oregon—to the Committee on
Ways and Means,

By Mr. HITT: Memorial and afiidavit of stock-shippers and pork-
packers of Galena, Ill., touching statements of W. G. Bartel—to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. 8. I. HOPKINS: Petition of Robinson, Tate & Co., and 87
others, merchants of Lynchburgh, Va., against the Butterworth and
Dawes lard bills—to the Committee on Agriculture.

Also, petition of George W. Hardwicke, for the payment of his claim—
to the Committee on Claims.

. By Mr. HOUK: Petition in behalf of William H. Kirk, for increase
of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. HOVEY: Petition of Knights of Labor of Evansville, Ind.,
in favor of the tonnage bill—to the Committee on Merchant Marine
and Fisheries.

By Mr, LAIDLAW: Petition of citizens of Allegany County, New
York, for the more effectnal protection of agricnlture—to the Commit-
tee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LONG: Petition of Local Assembly, No. 4286, Knights of La-
bor, of Plymouth, Mass,, for the tonnage-tax bill—to the Committee
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries.

By Mr. LYMAN: Memorial of the Board of Railroad Commissioners
of Iowa, for legislation better to protect employés of railways engaged
in coupling freight cars—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. MASON: Petition of citizens of Illinois, against the repeal of
the internal-revenue tax on cigars and cheroots—to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. MILLIKEN: Petition of Geo.-B. Safford, of R. B. Dunn,
and of Dennison Walker, for quick mail transit for New England—to
the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. NICHOLS: Petition of Palmer Babeock, of Johnston County,
North Carolina, for reference of his claim to the Counrt of Claims—to
the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr, PARKER: Petition of farmers of Adams, N. Y., for better
protection by means of the tarifi—to the Committeeon Ways and Means.

By Mr. PENINGTON: Petition of sundry citizens of Milford, Del.,
for an appropriation for the improvement of Mispillian Creek—to the
Committee on Rivers and Harbors,

By Mr. PERRY: Petition of citizens of Greenville, of Piedmont, of
Simpsonville, of Reedy River Factory, of Columbia, and of Greenville,
8. ‘C., against the passage of the lard bhill—to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

By Mr. PLUMB: Petition of 110 members of Local Assembly, No.
376, Knights of Labor, of Braidwood, Ill., for the passige of the fonnage
bill—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. RICE: Circular letter of the Board of Railroad Commission-
ers, of Minnesota, urging legislation for the better protection of brake-
men in the employ of railroad companies, engaged in conpling and un-
coupling cars—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. ROBERTSON: Paper in the case of Rupert G, Hill—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.
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By Mr. SPRINGER: Petition of the Dakota Agricultural College,
relative to certain university lands—to the Committee on Education.

By Mr. J. D. STEWART: Petition of Mary Boyd, of Clayton County,
Georgia, for reference of his claim to the Court of Claims—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims. i

By Mr. STONE, of Kentucky: Papers in the claim of Carr, Rogers
& Co.—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. J. D. TAYLOR: Petition of William Bundy and 32 others,
of James A. Sheppard and 57 others, and of Silas Bailey and 17 others,
for the adoption of the schedule of duties agreed upon by the wool-
growers and wool manufacturers in January, 1888—to the Committee
on Ways and Meaus.

By Mr. WEBER: Two petitions of farmers of Erie County, New
;{Iark, for protection of farm produets—to the Committee on Ways and

Eans. .

By Mr. WILLIAM WHITING: Petition of Festus C. Currier, of
Fitchburgh, and of Merchants’ Association of Boston, Mass., for better
mail facilities—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

Also, petition of €. H. Hamlin and others, against the admission of
Utah—to the Committee on the Territories.

Also, petition of John C. Green, of Fitchburgh, Mass,, in favor of bet-
ter postal facilities—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

The following petitions, indorsing the per diem rated service-pension
bill, based on the principle of paying all soldiers, sailors, and marines of
the late war a monthly pension of 1 cent a day for each day they werein
theservice, were severally referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions:

By Mr. BELDEN: Of William Strong and 40 others, citizens of East
Syracuse, and of Arthur E. Daniels and 22 others, citizens of Camillus
and Belle Isle, N. Y., ex-soldiers and sailors.

By Mr. BUNNELL: Of soldiers and citizens of Susquehanna County;
and of 150 soldiers and citizens of Ulster, Bradford County, Pennsyl-

vania.

ByMr. GOFF: Of E. P. Meyers and others, of Marshall County, West
Virginia.

The following petition for an increase of compensation of fourth-class
postmasters was referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-

Roads:

By Mr. LEE: Of citizens of Verdiersville, Orange County, Virginia.

The following petitions, praying for the enactment of a law providing
temporary aid for common schools, to be disbursed on the basis of illit-
eracy, were severally referred to the Committee on Education:

By Mr. BUNNELL: Of 265 citizens of Bradford County, Pennsyl-
yvania.

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Of James Mitchell, of Atlanta, Ga.

By Mr. GALLINGER: Of James Mitchell, of Atlanta, Ga.

By Mr. LONG: Of 81 citizens of Plymouth County, Massachusetts.

By Mr. MILLIKEN: Of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union
of Ellsworth, Me.

By Mr. NELSON: Of 99 citizens of St. Louis County, Minnesota.

By Mr. RICHARDSON: Of 134 citizens of Coffee Connty, Tennessee,

The following petitions, asking for the passage of the bill prohibiting
the man sale, and importation of all alcoholic beverages in the
Distriet of Columbia, were severally referred to the Select Committee
on the Alcoholic Lignor Traffic:

By Mr. BOOTHMAN: Of L. W. Brown and 73 others, citizens of Ful-
ton County, Ohio.

By Mr. HAUGEN: Of 73 citizens of the Eighth district of Wisconsin.

By ¥r. RUSK: Of 61 citizens of the Third district of Maryland.

By Mr. WEBER (by request): Of 80 citizens of the Thirty-third dis-
trict of New York.

By Mr. WILLIAM WHITING: Of 63 citizens of the Eleventh dis-
trict of Massachusetts.
= h]gy Mr. WILLIAMS: Petition of 73 citizens of the Third district of

0.

SENATE.
MoNDAY, April 2,1888,

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D.

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and ap-
proved.

ITANNAH R. LANGDON.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amendments
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 549) granting a pension
to Hannah R. Langdon, which were, in line 4, after the word *‘ pension-
roll,”’ to insert ‘‘subject to the limitations and provisions of the pen-
sion laws,’’ and in line 8, after the word ‘‘rebellion,’” to strike out
**and pay her at the rate of $20 per month from and after the passage of
t‘his act”

Mr. DAVIS. I move that the Senate concur in the amendments of
the House of Representatives.

Mr. EDMUNDS. How will the bill read with the amendments
agreed to?

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read as amended by
the House of Representatives,

The Chief Clerk read as-follows:

Be it enacled, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the limitations and
provisions of the pension laws, the name of Hannah R. Langdon, widow of

Henry H. Langdon, late an assistant surgeon in the SBeventh ment Ver-
mont Voluntieers, in the war of the rebellion,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the motion -

of the Senator from Minnesota to concur in the amendments of the
House of Representatives.
The amendmentis were coneurred in,

IDA M. WELTON.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amendment
of the House of Representatives to the bill (8. 1784) granting a pension
to Ida M. Welton; which was to add to the bill the words *‘ and pay
her & pension at the rate of $18 a month.”

Mr. DAVIS. I move that the Senate concur in the amendment of
the House of Representatives.

The motion was agreed to.

MES. APOLLINE A. BLAIR.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amendment
of the House of Representatives to the bill (8. 574) o increase the pen-
sion of Mrs. Apolline A. Blair, which was, in line 4, to strike out the
words ‘‘for and during her natural life.”’ E

Mr. DAVIS. I move that the Senate concur in the amendment of
the House of Representatives.

The motion was agreed to.

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED.

The following bills, heretofore received from the House of Representa-~
tives, were severally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Pensions:

A bill (H. R. 428) granting a pension to William B. Johnson;

A bill (H. R. 818) granting a pension to Sarah E. Pribble;

A bill (H. R. 3191) granting a pension to Mary 8. Logan;

A bill (H. R. 3839) granting o pension to Mrs. Hettie K. Painter;

A bill (H. R. 4104) granting a pension to Mahala Dexter;

A bill (H. R. 5118) granting a pension to Theodore Gardner;

A bill (H. R. 6759) granting a pension to Mary Robinson;

A bill (H. R. 6761) for the relief of James Orr;

A bill (H. R. 6812) granting an increase of pension to Stephen Thurs-
ton; and

A bill (H. R. 7856) granting a pension to Emma R. Johnson.

The joint resolution (H. Res. 140) appropriating $25,000 for the In-
ternational Exhibition in Barcelona, Spain, was read twice by its title,
and referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

The bill (H. R. B962) for the relief of Anthony L. Woodson was
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims.

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and re-
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands:

A bill (H. R. 671) for the relief of the heirs of John 8. Fillmore, -

deceased;

A bill (H. R. 2996) to confirm the title of the heirs or legal repre-
sentatives of Henry Volcker, deceased, to a certain tract of land in the
Territory of New Mexico;

A bill (H. R. 6394) for the relief of Hayem & Taylor; and

A bill (H. R. 6879) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to con-
vey to Anson Rudd, of the State of Colorado, certain real estate in the
county of Frémont, in said State. :

MARY S. LOGAN.

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inguire of the chairman of the Committee
on Pénsions what is the bill granting a pension to Mary 8. Logan, which
has just been read and referred ?

Mr. DAVIS. Itwill be remembered that the Senate passed two bills,
one for the reliefof Mrs. Logan and the other for the reliefof Mrs. Blair.
The House passed the Senate bill for the relief of Mrs, Blair, and in-
stead of passing the Senate bill for the relief of Mrs. Logan, if passed
a bill of its own in the same terms. I now ask unanimous consent for
the consideration of House bill 3191, graniing a pension to Mary 8.

Logan.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The Senator from Minnesota asks
unanimous consent that the Senate recall from the Committee on Pen-
sions and proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 3191) granting
a pension to Mary 8. Logan. Is there objection?

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the pension-roll
the name of Mary 8. Logan, widow of the late John A. Logan, a major-
general of the United States Volunteers in the late war for the Union,
and to pay her a pension at the rate of $2,000 per annum.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. Are there amendments to the billin
Committee of the Whole ?

Mr, CULLOM, Was not the Senate bill the same?
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