
f) 

1316 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. FEBRUARY 14, 

tho pending bill and all amendments shall be taken at two o'clock to­
morrow and also that the notice previously given with regard to call­
ing up the revenue measure shall rt?main in . ~ full force to-morrow 
as if the attempt were made to get 1t up to-mght. 

Mr. CONKLING. In other words the Senator proposes to substi­
tute for my motion a unanimous consent which has been refused, and 
therefore he drives me to test the sense of the Senate, which I now 
insist upon testing on the question whether we shall adJourn :until 
eleven o'clock to-morrow, enabling the Senate then to govern Itself 
as it shall deem best. 

Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator withdraw his motion one mo­
ment ¥ I will renew it. I just want to make one statement which 
will settle this matter, I tbink. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator state his object f 
Mr. GORDON. My ooject is simply this: I understand my friend 

from Virginia to want the vote _upon th~ ques~ion fixed for an ear~y 
hour in order that he may bnng up Immediately thereafter a btll 
which he has in char~e. 

Mr. WITHERS. No, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] 
has 'it in charge-

Mr. GORDON. 'Which the Senator from Delaware has in charge, 
but in which myfri~>nd from Virginia is very much interest-ed. Now, 
what I wish to say is this : if we set an hour, say two o'clock to­
morrow we desi(J'nate so many minutes to be occupied by the Sena­
tor fro~ Maine fn speaking upon this question. I simply want to 
say to the Senate that as be is the senior 8enat~r prob~bly t;tpon this 
floor llaving served longer than any one else, It certamly IS due to 
him that the friends of this bill should give him as much time as he 
shall require to express his views. It is .due to a~y Senator, and it 
certainly.should be due to the man who IS the ~emor of a!ly ~entle­
man who is here present; and though I am a frtend of. thlS bi!l a:nu 
expect to vote for it, I appeal to the Sena~e, and especiall.Y t~1s s1d.o 
of it to give to that Senator the opportumty to express hts vtews. 

:M;. CONKLING. Now, Mr. President, I renew the motion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New York moves 

that the Senate adjourn until eleven o'clock to-morrow morning. 
Mr. GORDON. No, Mr. President, I did not mean to displace the 

request for a given time. 
Mr. CONKLING. It displaces nothing; it leaves it exactly where 

it was except that it moves us forward to eleven o'clock in the morn­
ing. Now I insist on my motion. 

Several Senators addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is not debatable. 
Mr. SARGENT. Let us have the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CO~"'KLING. By all means let us have the yeas and :nays. 
Several Senators addressed the Chair. 
Mr. SARGENT. I object to everything except the regular order. 
Mr. CONKLING. That is right. . ..... . 
Mr. BRUCE. I want to give a notice as to calling up a bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in order. The Sen:ltor from 

New York moves that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow morning 
at eleven o'clock. 

.Mr. BAILEY. I ask the Senator from New York t.o withdraw the 
motion for one moment, and I will renew it. I wish simply to un­
derstand the established busin~s for to-morrow, for I wish to vote to 
give the Senator from Maine an opportunity to speak ; but there is 
a question of great importance to a large portion of this country to 
be determined lJy a bill now pending and notice was given that to-day 
a motion would be made to take it up. I wish to know whether that 
notice will be considered as in force forto-morrow. If not, many of 
us will be compelled to vote against the adjournment. 

Mr. CONKLING. It leaves that question just where it would have 
been otherwise. 

Mr. DAWES. Just where it was; 
Mr. BAILEY. But the notice was given for to-day. Will that 

notice be considered as operative for to-morrow f 
Mr. DAWES. As I understand it, the Senator from Delaware will 

be in exactlv the same position to-morrQw as he is to-day: 
Mr. BAYARD. I so understand, and I shall vote chiefly in view of 

the convenience of the honorable Senator from Maine. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion to 

adjourn until eleven o'clock to-morrow. 
Mr. BRUCE. I ask the Senator from California to yield. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator fi-om Mississippi wishes 

to be heard. Is there objection f The Senator from :Mississippi will 
proceed. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. BRUCE. I wish to give notice that on Monday, after the ex­
piration of the morning hour, I shall endeay~r to call up the bill (H. 
R. No. 4318) to provide for the organization of tho MississitJpi River 
improvement commission, and for the correction, permanent loca­
tion, and deepening of the channel and the improvement of the nav­
igation of said Mississippi Rher, and the protection of its alluvial 
lands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from New York that the Senate .to now adjourn until eleven 
o'clock to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at ei<Tht o'clock and thirty-seven 
minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow at eleven o'clock 
a.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, February 14, 1879. 

The Honse met at eleven o'clock a. m. Prayer by the Chaplain, 
Rev. W. P. HARRISON, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSOY, one of its clerks, an­
nounced that the Senate had passed joint resolutions and bills of the 
following titles, in which the concurrence of the House was re­
quested; 

Joint resolution (S. No. 59) to provide for the publication and dis­
tribution of a supplement to the Revised Statutes; 

Joint resolution (S. No. G2) authorizing the printing of a. portrait 
of the lato Joseph Henry to a·ccompany the memorial volume hereto- • 
fore ordered ; 

An act (S. No. 979) in relation to the payment of arrearages of 
taxes and assessments in the District of Columbia; and 

An act (S. No. 1691) giving the consent of Congress to an agree­
ment or compact entered into between the States of Virginia and 
Maryland respecting the boundary of said States. 

CHANGE OF NAME OF A VESSEL. 
Mr. COBB, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6433) 

authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue an American reg­
ister to the German-~uilt brig Dos Hermanos, and authorizing the 
owners of said brig to change the name of the same from Dos Her­
manosto H. Milne; which was read a first andsecond time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, l~ave of absence was granted to Mr. CHIT-

TENDEN, for five days. · 
SOLDIERS, ETC., OF THE 1\IEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. BANNING. I ask unanimous consent that the bill (H. R. No. 
376) be taken from the Speaker's table and that the amendment of 
the Senate thereto be concurred in. 

There was no objection, and the bill (H. R. No. 376) for the pay­
ment of the officers and soldiers of the Mexican war of the three 
months' extra pay provided for by the act of July 19, 1848, was taken 
from the Speaker's table. . 

The amendment of the Senate was read, as follows : 
At the end of the bill add the following : 
Provided, That the provisions of this act shall include, also, the officers, petty 

officers, &eamen, and marines of the Unit-ed States Navy, the revenue-marine serv· 
ice, and the officers and soldiers of the United States Army employed in the pros­
ecution of said war. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 
MJ. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend­

ment of the Senate was concurred in ; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to . 
JAMES F. HARRISON. 

Mr. HARRIS; of Virginia. I ask unanimous consent for the passage 
of a bill to remove the political disabilities of James F. Harrison. 

There was no objection, and the bill (H. R. No. 6434) to remove 
the political disabilities of James F. Harrison, a citizen of Virginia, 
received its several readings, and (two-thirds of the members voting 
ill favor thereof) was passed. 

NATIONAL BENEFICIARY COLLEGE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUl'tffiiA. 
Mr. BUCKNER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 

No. 6435.) to establish a national beneficiary college in the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

CAPTAL.~ JOSEPII IRISH. 

Mr. ACKLEN. I call up the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill for the relief of Captain Joseph Irish was laid upon the table. 
I ask that it be recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it lias been recommitted. 
Mr . .A.CKLEN. No, it wa-s not recommitted; it was laid upon the 

table, and in the absence of objection I suppose that it call now be 
recommitted. . 

The SPEAKER. To-day is private bill day, and the Chair is bound, 
under the rules and by the general wish of the members of the Honse, 
to consider priva.te cases on1y. 

Mr. ACKLEN. I understand it can be done by unanimous consent. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that there is a motion pend­

ing to reconsider. 
Mr. ACKLEN. I wanted the motion by which the bill was laid 

upon ,the table reconsidered, and the bill recommitted to the com­
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and the bill is re­
committed to the committee. 

ELECTIO:N OF PRESIDENT ~"'D VICE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. SOUTHARD. At the last session the Committee on Revision of 

the Laws in relation to the election of President and Vice-President 
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reported a constitutional amendment. It is impossible to have it 
considered at this session, and I askthat members be allowed to print 
remarks thereon. 

Mr. CONGER. What constitutional amendment is it 7 
Mr. SOUTHARD. An amendment relating to the method of elect­

ing the President and Vice-President. 
There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 
Mr. CLARK~ of Missouri. I call for the regular orde~. · 

NANCY DOUGLAS. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I hope the gentleman will yield to me for a mo­
ment to allow me to offer from the Committee of Accounts a resolu­
tion which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund of the House to Nancy 

Douglas, widow of H. Douglas, late an employ6 of this House, a sum equal to his 
pay for three months, and the proper funeral expenses. 

The resolution was entertained and agreed to. 
Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso­

lution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CONGER. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the morning 

hour will begin at fifteen minutes past eleven o'clock. This being 
Friday the business during the morning hour is the call of commit­
tees for reports of a private nature, beginning with the Committee 
on Military Affairs, where the call rested at the close of the morning 
hour on the last private bill day. · · 

CONDEMNED CANNON FOR :\IO~.Z.."";;'AL PURPOSES, ETC. 

The first business in order was the bill (H. R. No.1811) donating 
condemned cannon t<.> Bayard Post, No. 8, Grand Army of the Repub­
lic, of Trenton, New Jersey, to be placed in a loL in Greenwood Ceme­
tery, Trenton, held as a free burial-place for ex soldiers, sailors, and 
marin~s; reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with ;\n 
amendment. 

The bill authorizes t.he Secretary of War to deliver to Bayard Post, 
No. 8, Grand Army of the Republic, of Trenton, New Jersey, ten con­
demned cannon, to be placed in a lot in Greenwood Cemetery, Tren­
ton, held by said post a-s a free burial-ground for ex soldiers, sailors, 
and marines who have been honorably discharged from the United 
States service. 

The amendment was to strike out "ten" and insert "four" as the 
number of condemned cannon to be donated. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, as amended, was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. · 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion wa,s agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING, from the Committee on· Military Affairs, r~ported 

back, with a favorable recommendation, the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 207) authorizing the Secretary of War to send artillery and camp 
equipage to the soldiers' reunion at Cambridge, Ohio. 

The joint resolution authorizes the Secretary of War to send, from 
some convenient Government arsenal, to be used at the national sol­
diers and sailors' reunion at Cambridge, Ohio, to be held in August, 
1879, four pieces of artillery, aud such tents, muskets, and blank 
cartridges as can be conveniently spared; said cannon, tents, II)US­
kets, &c., to be returned., after the holding of the reunion, in as like 
good condition as when received. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and it was a{lcordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
ue laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING. I am instructed by the Committee on Military 

Affairs to report sundry bills, some with and some without amend­
ments, donating condemned cannon for monumental purposes in dif­
ferent parts of the country. In order to proceed more rapidly I ask 
consent that they be read by their titles only and passed. There are 
quite a number of them and the committee have agreed unanimously 
to report them. 

Mr. REED. I do not think we can pass more than one bill at a 
time. 

Mr. CONGER. The only objection is that applications for this 
same kind of cannon--

The SPEAKERp1·o temp01·e, (Mr. EDEN.) The bills will be read. 
Mr. CONGER. I do not object to the proposition of the gentleman 

from Mr. Ohio, [Mr. BANNING.] But I desire to say that applications 
from other places for these cannons have been refused heretofore, 
and the bills have been reported adversely from the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. BANNING. The committee have reported all the · bills this 
time. 

Mr. CONGER. They did not last session. 

Mr. BANNING. That may be. 
Mr. CONGER. I know I made the request for this same thing for 

the cemetery in the place where I live, and it was refused. 
The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. The Chair is of opinion that it will be­

n~cessary to read each bill separately; some of them are reported 
w1th amendments. 

Mr. BANNING, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported 
back, without amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5531) granting con­
demned cannon to Saint Clair Post, Gran(\ Army of the Republic. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to Saint Clair 
Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at Saint Clair, Pennsylvania, six 
condemned cannon, mounted, for monumental purposes. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill waa 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
tab!e. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with 

an amendment, the bill (H.R.No. 3871) donatingcondemned cannon 
to the city of Bo8ton for monumental purposes. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War, if the same can be done 
without detriment to the Government, to donate twenty twelve­
pounder bronze guns to the city of Boston for the purpose of orna­
menting the grounds on which is the city's monument in honor of her 
deceased soldiers and sailors. 

The amendment was to strike out "twenty" and insert "ten" as 
the number of cannon to be donated. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, as amended, was or­
dered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. · 

The latter motion wa-s agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, without 

amendment, the -bill (H. R. No. 4013) donating condemned cannon to 
Lyon Post, No. 10, Grand Army of the Republic, to be placed in a lot 
in Siloam Cemetery, Vineland, New ·Jersey, to be held as a free 
burial-place for ex soldiers, sailors, and marines. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to Lyon Postr 
No. 10, Grand Army of the Republic, of Vineland, New Jersey, one 
condemned cannon, mounted, to be placed in a lot in Siloam Ceme­
tery, Vineland, New Jersey, held by said post as a free burial-ground 
for ex soldiers, sailors, and marines who have been honorably dis­
charged from the United States service. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved tha.t the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
:Mr.BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, with amend­

ments, the bill (H. R. No. 4772) granting condemned cannon to Grand 
Army Post No. 3, Taunt-on, Massachusetts, for monumental purposes. 

The bill directs the Secretary of War to deliver, if the same can be 
done without detriment to the public service, six condemned cannon 
and twenty-four cannon-balls to the William H. Bartlett Post, No.3, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Taunton, Massachusetts, for the 
purpose of ornamenting the burial-grounds of deceased Union sol­
diers. 

·The amendments were to strike out "six" and insert ".four" as 
the number of condemned cannon to be delivered, and to strike out 
the words "and twenty-four ca.nnon b.alls." 

The amendments were agreed to; and the bill, as amended, wa-s 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was accord-
ingly read the third time, and passed. · 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and a.lso moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, without 

amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 6179) donating four condemned cannon 
to the town of Sutton, in the State of Massachusetts. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to the town of 
Sutton, in the State of Massa{lhusetts, four condemned cannon, to be 
used in the erection of a soldiers' monument in said town, and to ac­
cept the receipt of the selectmen of said town for said cannon. 

The bill was ~rdered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
it was accordingly rea-d the third time, and passed. 
· Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the · 
table. 

The Jatter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, without 

amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5011) authorizing the donation of ten 
condemned bronze cannon to aid in the erection of a monument to 
the memory of General George A. Custer at the Military Academy at . 
West Point. 

The bill directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the commandant 
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' of the United States Military Aca-demy ten condemned bronze cannon, 
if the same can be spared without detriment to the public service, to 
be disposed of by him as he may see proper for the purpose of aid­
ing in the erection of a monument to the memory of General George 
A. Custer on the grounds of the Military Academy at West Point. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a. third time; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the \""ote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, witlwnt 

amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4836) granting condemned cannon to 
the villa(J'e of Quincy, Michigan, for a soldiers' monument. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to the trustees 
()f the village of Quincy, in the State of Michigan, four pieces of con­
demned iron cannon, to be used for a soldiers' monument in the vil­
lage cemetery of said vi~lage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and pa~sed. 

Mr. BANNING nioved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with­

()Ut amendment, the uill (H. R. No. 5021) donating condemned cannon 
to the Danville Light Battery A, Illinois National Guard. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to the Danville 
Light Battery A, Illinois National Guard, at Danville, Illinois, four 
condemned cannon, mounted, for monumental purposes. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

:Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that 1!he motion to reconsider be la.i<l on the 
:table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. · 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with­

()Ut amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4752) donating condemned cannon 
to Weiser Post, Grand Army of the Republic. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of 'Var to deliver to Weiser Post, 
Grand Army of tho Republic, at Shakopee, Minnesota, four con­
demned cannon, mounted, for monumental purposes. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and was 
accordin~ly read the third time, and passed. 

:Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be la.id on the 
rta.blc. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, t•eported back, with­

-out amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4002) donating a condemned can­
non and cannon-balls to Post No. 145, Grand Army of the" Republic, 
district of .Massachlli!etts. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver, if the same can 
be done without detriment to the Government, one condemned can­
non and four cannon-balls, for monumental purposes, to PostNo.145, 
()f the Grand Army of the Republic, district of Massachusetts, the 
same to be placed in Woodlawn Cemet_ery, in the town of Attle­
borongh, in said State .. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with­

()Ut amendment, the bill(H. R. No. 5176) to donate condemned ordnance . 
· to the Union Township Monument~tl Association at Milford Centre, 
Ohio. 

The pill directs the Secretary of War, if the same can be done with­
out prejudice to the public service, to deliver to the Union Township 
Monumental Association of Union Township, Union County, Ohio, 
four abandoned or condemned cannon, with their carriages, and six­
teen cannon-balls to accompany each, to be phwed at the corners of 
the soldiers' monument in the cemetery at Milford Centre, Ohio. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a. third reading; and was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. • 

The latter motion. was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with­

. ()Ut amendment, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 129) authorizing the 
Secretary of War to deliver to the town of Avon, Livingston County, 
New York, four cannon for the soldiers' monument in said town. 

The joint resolution directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the 
authorities of the town of Avon, county of Livingston, and State of 
New York, four of the abandoned cannon belonging to the Govern­
ment, either six or twelve ponnder cannon, as such authorities may 
select, to be placed at the corners of the soldiers' monument erected 
by said town. · 

Mr. McKINLEY. I move to amend by adding the following as a 
new section : 

That the Secretary of War be authorized :tnd directed to deliver to the city of 
Canton, Ohio, fonr condemned cannon for the soldiel'S' monument in said city. 

Mr. BANNING. There is no objection to that amendment. 
· The amendlnent was agreed to. 

The joint resolution, a amended, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading; and was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was a~eed to. 
Mr. McKINLEY. I move that the title of the bill be amended in 

accordance with the amendment already inserted in the body of the 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to. . 
Mr. BAl\"'NING also, from the same eommittee, reported back, with 

an amendment, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 134) authorizing the 
Secretary of War to deliver to the city of Winterset, Madison Conn ty, 
Iowa, four cannon and carriages for the soldiers' monument in said 
city. 

The joint resolution directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the 
authorities of the city of Winterset, county of Madison, and State of 
Iowa, four of the abandoned cannon belonging to the Go:vernment, 
either six or twelve pounder cannon, with their carriages, as such 
authorities may select, to be placed at the corners of the soldiers' 
monument erected in the Monnmental Park in said city. 

The amendment reported by the committee was to insert after the 
word" directed" the words" if the same can be done without preju­
dice to the pn blic service." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
·The bill, as amended, w:as ordered to be engrossed.for a third read­

ing, and was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The htter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported bq,cJi, with 

an amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4803) donating four condemhed 
cannon and sixteen cannon-balls to Monongahela Cemet-ery, to be 
placed in a lot held as a free burial-ground for ex soldiers, sailors, and 
marines. 

The bill directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the Mononga­
hela Cemetery~ Monongahela City, Washington County, Pennsyl­
vania., four condemned cannon and sixteen cannon-balls, to be placecl 
in a lot in said cemetery held by a post of the Grand Army of theRe­
public as a free burial-ground for ex soldiers, sailors, and marines 
who have been honorably discharged from the United States service. 
The bill also t·equires that the said Monongahela Cemetery, a body­
corporate in law, shall receipt for such condemned cannon and can­
non-balls. 

The amendment reported by the committee was to strike out in line 
9 the words "and sixteen cannon-balls." · 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BREWER. I move to amend by adding as a new section the 

following: 
That the Secretary of the Interior be authorized 1:\nd directed to deliver to the 

city of Pontiac, Micbiaan, six condemned cannon for a monument to M::\jor-Gen· 
cnl I. Richardson and other Union soldiers buried in the cemetery of the city of 
Pontiac, Michigan. 

Mr. BANNING. I understand that cannon have been already ap-
propiiated for this monument. If so, I must object to the amendment. 

Mr. BREWER. That is a mistake. 
Mr. CONGER. No such appropria.tion has been made. 
1\Ir. BA.NNING. I was informed that such an appropriation was 

made last year. 
Mr. BRE"\"VER. This cemetery is in my town, and I cannot be 

mistaken about the matter. 
Mr. BANI\"'ING. I withdraw the objection. 
The amendment wa.s agreed to. 
Mr. FORT. I move to amend by adding the following: 
And a like number to the city of Lacon, lllinois, for a like pUipose. 
Mr. BANNING. I must ask the gentleman whether there is a monu­

ment at this place, and whether there has not been an appropriation 
of cannon for it. · 

Mr. FORT. No appropriation has been made for this purpose. We 
have an association, and they are getting ready to put up a monu­
ment. 

The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. I move to amend by adding the following as a 

·new section: 
That the Secretary of War be authorized and directed to deliver to the city of 

Des Moine.'!, Iowa, four condemned carriages and cannon to be placed in the ceme. 
tery around the monument to General Nathaniel B. Baker. 

1\Ir. BANNING. Have we not already appropriated for this monu-
ment! . 

Mr. CUMMINGS. No, sir. 
· Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to inquire whether these amendments 

relate to any places where monuments have not already been erected. 
If they do, it seems to me it would be as reasonable to make a dona-
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tion to every town in the United States, which would be~ of · course, 
impracticable. I will inquire whether the amendment now pending 
is for a place where there is a monument. · 

Mr. CUbilliNGS. Yes, sir. 
The amendment .was adopted. 
Mr. TIPTON. I move as an amendment to the bill a provision for 

.a ]ike number to the board of supervisors of McLean County, Dlinois, 
for a like purpose. · . . 

Mr. BANNING. I would like to a!:!k the gentleman from Illinois 
the question whether any heretofore have been appropriated for this 
purpose ! 

Mr. TIPTON. Not one. 
The amendment was adopted. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 

time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
.and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as 
~mended, was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. ' 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
The SP;EAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection the title of 

the bill will be ame:tlded to read "and for other purposes." 
There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
Mr. -BANNIJSG also, from the same committee, reported back a bill 

(H. R. No. 41:!37) authorizing the Secretary of War to deliver to the 
. city of Port Huron, Michigan, certain condemned cannon and balls 
for a soldiers' monument in Lakeside Cemetery, with an amendment. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary of War to deliver to 
the city of Port Huron, Michigan, eight condemned cannon and eight 
balls, to be used for a soldiers' monument in Lakeside Cemetery, Port 
Huron, Michigan. 

The amendment of the committee was to strike out " eight con­
aemned cannon and eight balls," where they occur in the fourth and 
fifth lines, and in lieu thereof to insert "four condemned cannon." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 

time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as 
amended, was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. . 
Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back a bill 

(H. R. No. 1277) donating condemned cannon and cannon-balls to 
the Colchester Monument Association, of Colchester, Connecticut, for· 
monumental purposes, with an amendment. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Secretary of War to de­
liver, if the same can be done without detriment to the Government, 
to the Colchester Monument Association, of Colchester, State of Con­
necticut, four condemned cannon and twenty cannon-balls, to be placed 
on a monument erected in honor of the deceased soldiers of said Col­
chester. 

The amendment of tbe committee was to strike out. the words " and 
twenty cannon-balls," where they occur in line 7. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 

time ; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as 
amended, was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter ~otion was agreed to. 
Mr. BAJ\"'NING also, from the same committee, reported back the 

bill (H. R. No. 1278) donating condemned cannon and cannon-balls 
to Ledyard Monument Association, of Ledyard, Connecticut, for mon­
umental purposes, with an amendment. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Secretary of War to de­
liver, if the same can be done without detriment to the Government, 
to the Ledyard Monument Association, of Ledyard, State of Connec­
ticut, four co~demned cannon and twenty cannon-balls, to be placed 
on a monument erected in honor of the deceased soldiers of said Led­
yard. 

The amendment of the committee was to strike out the words "and 
twenty cannon-balls," where they occur in the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as .amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read 3. third 

time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as 
amended, was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

A. F. ROCKWELL. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back 
fayora.bly a bill (H. R. No. 2457) for the relief of .A.. F. Rockwell, 
aid-de-camp on the staff of General Buell. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Secretary of War to recog­
nize A. F. Rockwell as first lieutenant and aid-de-camp from the 
26th day of October, 1861, to the 17th day of September, 1 63; this to 

complete his record for service rendered, and authorize the account­
ing offi~rs of the Treasury to admit the accounts on which he has 
been _paid for the period embraced between said dates. 

The Clerk proceeded to read tho accompanying report. 
Mr. GARF.lELD. Nobody has asked for the reading of the report. 

This case is a perfectly plain one, and there can be no objebtiori to 
the passage of the bill. I happen to kiiow all about it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection, the report 
will be printed. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 

being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to recon ider be ]aid on the 
table . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FRANCIS 0. WYSE. 

Mr. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported back favor­
ably the case of Francis 0. Wyse, late lieutenant-colonel Fourth Reg­
iment United States Artillery. 

:Mr. BRAGG. I ask by unanimous consent that the petition be laid 
upon the table and the Senate bill, which is in the same terms, be 
ta~en from the Speaker's table and passed. 

There was no objection. 
The bill (S. No. 830) for the relief of Francis 0. Wyse was taken 

from the Speaker's table and read a first and second time. 
The bill, which wa.s read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of 

War to place on the list of retired officers of the United States Army 
the name of Francis 0. Wyse, as retired liegtenant-colonel of the 
Fourth Regiment of United States Artillery; provided, however, he 
shall receive no other pay, compensation, or allowance of any kind 
u!lder the provisions of this act for the tirl}e intervening between the 
25th of J nly; 1863, to the date of the approval of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BRAGG moved .to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. · . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOHN A. SHAW. 

Mr. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported back, wifh a 
favorable recommendation, the bill (S. No. 217) for the relief of John 
A.Shaw. . . 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary oi War 
to place the name of John A. Shaw on the rolls as first lieutenant of 
Company G, One hundred and twenty-second Regiment Illinois Volun­
teer Infantry, as of the date of November 18, 1864, and with the same 
force and effect as if said John A. Shaw had been duly mustered into 
service as such first lieutenant on said. 18th day of November, 1864. 

The bill in its second section authorizes and directs the proper ac­
counting officer of the Treasury Department to pay to said John A. 
Shaw the pay and allowances of first lieutenant of infantry from said 
18th day of November, 1864, to tho 22d day of April, 1865, less any 
pay and allowances, or either, already received byhimforsuch period. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JAMES SHIELDS. 

!-Ir. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported back, with an 
amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5580) to authorize the President to 
appoint James Shields, of Missouri, a brigadier-general in the United 
States Army on the retired Jist. 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the President to ap­
point Ja~es Shields, of .Missouri, f~rmerly a brigadier-general and 
brevet maJor-general du;nng the Mencan war, and a brigadier-aeneral 
of volunteers during the late civil war, a brigadier-generatin the 
United States Army on the retired list, wHh rank and pay from and 
after the date of -the passage of this act; ·and suspends all acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent herewith so far as to enable the President 
to make said appointment. 

The following was the amendment reported by the committee: 
Add to the bill these words : 
'Which appointment when made shall be in lien of the pension he now receives. 

Mr. WIDTE, of Pennsylvania.. I waa not present in the commit-
tee when it was agreed to report this bill. I opposed it last year, and 
in order to be consistent I object to its passage at this time. 

The SPEAKER p1·o tempore. Does the gentleman from Wisconsin 
yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania! 

Mr. BRA.GG. I do not, but call for the previous question. 
~Ir. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I make the point of order that the 

bill increases expenses and by Rule 112 should have its first considera­
tion in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will 
withdraw the point of order and let t):le bill be put upon its passage& 
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Mr. RICE, of Ohio. General Shields was a. true Union soldier. The 
:resolution of the ~entleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] so said 
when General Sh1elds was nominated for Doorkeeper of this Honse. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I have no doubt he was a true Union 
soldier; but I voted against the proposition last year ancl I am op­
posed to it now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is not subject to debate 
w bile the point of order is pending. 

Mr. BRAGG. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to give me 
his attention for .a moment. This bill is to authorize the President 
to place on the retired list an officer whom I understood the party 
represented by the gentleman from Pennsylvania to be very much 
in favor of at the last session. If the point of order be insisted upon 
now from the republic.an side of the Honse, it will kill this bill; and 
I would not like to see my friend from Pennsylvania placing himself 
in the attitude of throwing out in this way a bill of this kind, re­
ported favorably, for the benefit of so distinguished a soldier as the 
present Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. BANNING. It is well known that thls is not a party bilL It 
is to do justice to an old soldier, and I hope the objection will be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. In answer to the kind observation 
of my good friend and colleague on the Military Committee, General 
BRAGG, I wish to sav this--

The SPEAKER pro ternpore. No debate is in order, except on the 
point of order. The gentleman must confine himself to the point of 
order. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I am talking to the point of order. 
My friend from Wisconsin said he regretted his friend from Pennsyl­
vania should object to placing a good Union soldier on the retired 
list. I sympathize with the gentleman in his friendship for Union 
tiOldiers, and I know he is perfectly sincere in that regard; at the 
same time I am desirous to be consistent with myself. My friend 
will remember that when the proposition was submitted last session 
to elect General Shields Doorkeeper instead of the present incumbent, 
I did not vote for him, but voted for a badly wounded soldier from 
East Tennessee. I preferred this person to General Shields. It was 
a matter of preference between Union soldiers. When the bill was 
presented to place General Shields, last session, on the retired list, I 
was one of the seven members of this body who voted against it. I 
voted against jt because I thought it a dangerous precedent. I 
thollght if it was established it would be followed by the applica­
tions of hundreds of brave wounded officers and soldiers for similar 
benefits. I have some such in my district. I do not object to Gen­
eral Shields in any way as a soldier or a man. In taking this action 
I merely follow my convictions as a member of the .American Con­
gress. I am quite consistent with my record and my own convic­
tions of duty. I find nothing in General Shields's record to make 
him an exception from many other gallant soldiers now in the coun­
try. I voted to increase his pension to $100 per month, which he 
now gets, and voted cheerfully. In doing this I think we were kind 
and generous. I insist on the objection I have made. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. I do not believe the gentleman from Pennsylva­
nia. is sincere in making the point of order; for the effect of it is to 
kill this bill. This is a meritorious bill, and should pass. 

Mr. :MAISH. I demand the regular order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will enforce the regular 

order. The Clerk will read Rule 112. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
.All proceedings touching apprppriations of money, and all bills making appro· 

priations of money or property, or requiring such appropriations to be made, or 
authorizing payments ont of appropriations already made, shall be first discussed 
in a Committee of tbe Whole Honse. 

:Mr. BRAGG. The bill simply authorizes the ~resident to make 
this appointment; it does not re{1uire him to do so. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I would suggest that this question 
as to the point of order might properly be referred to the House, in 
order that the House might take the 1·esponsibility of passing upon 
it so as to relieve ~he - Chair from that responsibility. 'l'his is a mat­
ter affecting a Senator at the other end of the Capitol, and I think 
the comity which always ha-s prevailed between the two Houses 
should require that we shoulcl not subject one of our colleagues at 
the other end of the Capitol to the severity of this rule. Therefore, 
I hepe the ~entleman from Pennsylvania will withdraw his point of 
()rder, and tf he will not do so that the Chair will submit the ques· 
tion to the House whethe1· we will consider the bill in the House. 

·The SPEAKERp1·o tempore. The Chair feels bound to decide the 
point of order. 

llr. COX, of New York. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
will withdraw it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. I desire 
to know whether as soon as the morning hour is over a motion would 
not be in order to go inw Committee of the Whole and put all other 
business aside to take up this bill. I think the House should adopt 
that course when one man puts himself against the whole House. 

The SPEAKER pro tentpore. The Chair does not know of any rule 
under which the House could do what the gentleman from Massachu­
setts suggests. The point of order being insisted on the Chair has 
no alternative but to rule upon it. This bill does require an appro­
priation of money, and conseqt\ently the Chair feels bound to decide 

under Rule 112 that it must have its first consideration in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have no doubt the Chair has decided 
rightly, but I renew the appeal to the distinguished and courteous 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WmTE) to withdraw his point 
of order. 

:Mr. WRITE, of Pennsylvania. I recognize the courtsey of my 
friend from New York, but under the circumstances I cannot with­
draw the objection. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. The action of gentlemen on the other side of the 
House shows that they were not in earnest when they voted to make 
General Shields Doorkeeper. It wa.s mere clap-trap, and on the part 
of many arose from a desire to place this side of the Honse in a false 
position. . 

Sir, that brave and clistinguished soldier did not desire any such 
position. It was an honor not commensurate with his distinguished 
services, and I feel authorized in saying that he would not have ac­
cepted. He wanted no such honors. He had been a member of the 
grandest deliberative body in the world; had rendered highly honor­
able services both in the field and in the councils of his country, 
and deserved a higher recognition. Now is the time to prove your 
sincerity; now is the time to bestow this honor to which he is so 
justly entitled. We will give it to him if you will allow. One objec­
tion is fatal to it now; but I trust before the session closes that au 
opportunity will occur to place this bill upon its passage when one 
objection will be powerless to defeat it. · · 

1\Ir. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman is entitled to all the 
capital he can make ont of my action in that matter. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. Did not your side of the House vote for General 
Shields! 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I did not. 
lli. BRIDGES. I rise to a q nestion of order. I would ask the q nes- · 

tion whether this is a common country town meeting, or whether it 
is the House of Representatives of the United States f [Laughter.] 
From the great confusion here I should judge it to be the former. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not a parliamentary inquiry. 
Mr . .COX, of New York. It is a very pertinent question. 
The SPEAKER p1·o tempm·e. If the Honse will be in order the Chair 

will proceed with business, and gentlemen, if they insist upon con­
versing, must retire to the cloak-room, for it is utterly impossible to 
proceed with business in the prevailing confusion. · 

Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. What 
has become of the bill in relation to General Shields' 

The SPEAKER p1·o ten1pore. It went out on the point of ordel". 
Mr. FRANKLIN Then the other side have defeated it. 
The SPEAKER pm tempm·e. The gentleman from Missouri is not 

in order. 
DANIEL M. FROST ET AL. 

Mr. MAISH, from the Committee on Military .Affairs, reported back 
the bill (H. R. No. 1704) for the relief of Daniel M. Frost and the 
heirs aml executors of William M. McPherson, of the State of Mis­
souri, with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, d:c., Tllat Daniel M. Frost and the heirs and executors of William 

M. McPherson are hereby released and dischar~ed from all claim and demand on 
the part of the United States upon them, or either of them, by reason of said Frost 
and McPherson having been sureties upon the official bond of Augustus W. Gaines, 
paymaster in the .Army of the United States, who died in February, 1860. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed . 

Mr. MAISH moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsidet· be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
MICHAEL O'BRIEN. 

Mr. STRAIT, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back, 
with an amendment, and with a 1·ecommendation that it do pass, the 
bill (S. No. 65~) to authorize the restoration of Michael O'Brien to the 
rank of first lieutenant in the .Army. 

Mr. MILLS. I make the point of order that that bill must go to-
the Committee of the Whole. 

lli. STRAIT. I think the bill is not subject to the point of order. 
?.Ir. MILLS. Well, I will withdraw the point of order. 
The amendment reported by the committee is as follows: 
That the President be, and he is hereby, ~uthorized to nomina.te and, by and 

with tbe advice and consent of tbe Senate, appoint Michael O'Brien, late first lieu­
tenant First Regiment of Artillery, a first lieutenant of artillery in the Army of the 
United States, with his original rank and date of commission ; and that he shall be 
assigned to tbe first vacancy occurring in bis grade in tbe artillery arm of the serv­
ice: Provided, however, That he shall receive no pay for the period he was out of 
the service. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third reading; and was ac-

cordingly read the third time, and passed. · 
Mr. STRAIT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. · 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
GRANT OF LAND. 

Mr. MAISH, from the Committee on Military Affai~, reported back, 
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with a. favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 6416) granting 
the right of way to the county of Warren, in the State of Mississippi, 
and to the Memphis and Vicksburgh Railroad Company, through the 
United States Cemetery tract of land near Vicksburg, Mississippi . 

The bill was read, as follows: 
· Be it enacted &c., That the right of way is hereby granted to the county of War­
ren in the State of Mississippi and to the Memphis and Vicks burgh Railroad Com­
pru;ly chartered by the State of Mississippi, for a public wagon-road and a railroad 
thrO~gh the United States Cemetery tract of land near Vicksburp:h. Mississippi, 
from the south line to the north line of said tract, around and outside of the wall 
of the cemetery grounds, and on the western boundary of said tract of land; and 
that this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read the third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MAISH moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ISHAM C. TAYLOR. 

Mr. MAISH also, from the same committee, reported back, with 
amendments, and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. 
R.No.3779) for the relief of Isham C. Taylor. 

The bill was read, as follows: . 
Be it enacted, cf.-c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au­

thorized and directed to pay to Isham C. Taylor, of Illinois, the pay and allowance 
of a second lieutenant of infantry from December 25, 1862, to April 1, 1863, and 
from April 1, 1863, to the 8th day of May. 1863, less the pay of a. sergeant of in­
fantry, which was received by him for said time, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

The amendments of the committee were read and agr~ed to, as fol­
lows: 

In line 7, after the word "and" and before the word" from," insert "first lieu­
tenant of infantry; " so that it will read: 

· And first lieutenant of infantry from April1, 1863, to the 8th day of May, 1863, 
less the pay of a se1·geant of infantry, which was received by him for said time, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. MAISH moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

T:h.e latter motion was agreed to. 
CEMETERY AT COLUMBUS, OmO. 

Mr. McCOOK. I desire to report from the Committee on Military 
Affairs the bill (S. No. 1:-l07) directing the Secretary of War to pur­
chase a lot of ground, situated near the c.ity of Columbus, Ohio, now. 
used by the United States as a cemetery. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, ~c., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized 

and directed to purchase from the present owners a. certain lot of ground, contain­
ing two and one-half acres, more or less, situated near the city of columbus, Ohio, 
on the site of what was formerly known as Camp Chase, and used by the United 
States as a burial-place for the rebel prisoners who died while confined in the said 
Camp Chase (Ohio) military prisoTI.; and the sum of $500 is hereby appropriated, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for this purpose. 

The bill waa ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. McCOOK moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
pa-ssed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Has the morning. honr expired f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It has. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I desire, then, to move that the House resolve itself 

into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
.Mr. McCOOK. I would suggest to the gentleman that one-third 

of the hour allotted to the Committee on Military Affairs has been 
consumed bv other matters. 

Mr. BANNING. The bills the committee have to report are impor­
tant measures that ought to be passed and will not be passed unless 
we are allowed to report them now . . I trust thai the gentleman from 
Tennessee will withdraw his motion. 

.Mr. BRIGHT. Debate is not in order, but in reply to the gentle­
man I would say that there are parties here who are entitled to pay 
out of the Treasury; the payment has long been delayed and justice 
requires that it should be paid. 

Mr. McCOOK. I ask unanimous consent to report some bills that 
are of great importance. I a.m sure I shall not have another oppor­
tunity to do so. 

Mr. BRIGHT. How long will it takef 
Mr. McCOOK. Five minutes, perhaps. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I will yield for that length of time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection Y 
Mr. MACKEY. I object. 
The SPEAKER p1'o tempm·e. The morning hour has expired. 
Mr. BRIGHT. l move that the House now resolve itself into Com­

mittee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the business on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I desire to make a. parliamentary in­
quiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempq'l·e. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Is it in order now, the morning hour 
having expired, to move to proceed to the business on the Speaker's 
tablet . 

,The SPEAKER pro tentpm·e. For private business only. 
The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. BRIGHT; and it was­

agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,. 

Mr. MILLs in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 

for the purpose of considering business on the Private Calendar. 
Mr. FRANKLIN. I move that all bills on the Private Calendar be 

laid aside for the purpose of proceeding now to the consideration of 
the bill reported this morning for the relief of General Shlelds, to 
place him on the retired list. 
. The CHAIRMAN. Thatcan be done by unanimous consent only. 
1\Ir. PATTERSON, of New York. I object. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I object to that. Let us proceed with the business­

·on the Calendar in regular order. 
ALBERT GRANT. 

The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No .• 
504) for the relief of Albert Grant; reported with an amendment 
from the Committee of Claims by Mr. ELLSWORTH. 

The bill directs the Court of Claims to reopen and readjudicate the 
case of Albert Grant and Darius C. Jackson, (doing business as A. 
Grant & Co.,) upon the proofs heretofore submitted to the said 
court in said cause; and provides that if said court, in such readju­
dication, shall find from such evidence that the com:t gave judgment· 
for a. different su.m than the evidence sustains or the court intended 
to enter, it shall correct such error and adjudge to the said Albert 
Grant such additional sum in said cause as the proofs shall Justify. 

The amendment was to add to the bill the following: 
Provided, That judgment shall not be rendered in said ease for over the sum of 

14,000, and for no sum whatever except for extra work and materials furnished. 

Mr. HENDEE. Let the report be read. 
The report was read, as follows : 
The majority of the Committoo of Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

No. 504) for the relief of Albert Grant, submit the followin~ report: 
In 1867 Albert Grant and another party, whose name it 1s unnecessary to men­

tion in this connection, as said Grant is now the only person interested, entered 
into a contract for the erection of a. fire-proof storehouse at Philadelphia, and to 
furnish all the materials, at a total cost of ti138, 000. 

To provide for the erection of this bnllding Congress had made an appropriation 
of Sl46 000 

By the contract with Grant no extra charge for modifications was to be made 
unless agreed upon in writing. Extra work was done and extra materials fur. 
nished, which increased the cost beyond the contract price and also the appropri­
ation; this, too, without any written agreement. 

He was pai<l the full amount of his contract, and also the further sum of $2,286.30 
for extra work and materials, making thew hole amount paid beforo the commence­
ment of the snit hereinafter namecl $140;286.<\0. 

He commenced his snit in the Court of Claims very soon aft~r the completion of 
his original contract, claiming in his original petition $37,511.39 (over and above 
the $2,286.30 paid) for extra work and materials, and $27,000 for damages sustaine<l 
in consequence of unreasonable hindera.nces and delays caused by the agents of the 
Government in char""e of the work. 

He afterward filed an amended petition, in which he claimed for extra. work and 
material $47,038.86, and for damages $46,493.73; making, in all, 93,532.59. 

The court allow-ed $.'34,2-25.14 for extra work and materials, and rejected tlie whole 
cL'lim for damages, . upon the ground that the llelays and consequent loss and dam­
ages resulted from the fact that Grant had obeyed the orders of a suhordinate who 
had no authority to control him in his work, and therefore Grant should not have 
listened to him or been influenced by him. 

From this judgment the United States appealed to the Supreme Court. 
Very soon after the enterinl't up of the judgment in the Court of Claims, Grant's 

attorneys discovered an error in the amount of the jm1gment as rendered; but, in 
t.he mean time, and before they ha<l any opportunity of effecting a correction of the 
record, the cause was taken to the Supreme Court, as above stated. Ancl, not 
deeming it necessary to save the interests of the claimant, his attorneys did not; 
join in the said appeal, as they supposed, and not without good reasons, that the 
whole case would be fully heard before the Supreme Court, and a proper and just 
judgment rendered; and therefore the attorneys for Grant rested qniet.ly, and made 
no effort to correct the record . 

The error made in rendering, or, more properly, your committee think. entering 
up, the judgment was a serious one to Grant, being in fact many thousands of 
dollars. That is to say, the jnd~VI~ent should have been rende1-ecl for the sum of 
48,241.48 for extra work and materials; the court, by mistake in calculation, 

or some oversight, allewed the claimant but $34,225.41, and for the ditlerence, or 
$14,016.07, he claims he is entitled to relief. 

After the taking of this case to the Supreme Court by appeal, as before stated~ 
and after waiting such a length of time, the claimant lost his right of appeal, the 
United States waived the appeal it had taken, and the case went back to the Court 
of Claims, and then it was too late for t.be claimant to obtain relief in either court~ 
he conld neither obtain a. correction of the record in the Court of Claims nor an ap. 
peal, as both were lost to him by the lapse of time. 

The all-important question now arises, what reasons have we to believe that a, 
mistake or erro.r was made in the entering up of the judgment in' the Com-t of 
Claims! 

The fact is before us that the judgment was for extra work and materials fur. 
nished, anll the lowest estimate put upon the same by any witness on the trial in 
the Court of Claims (and there was a. very fnll and searching trial of the case and 
many witnesses upon this point) would have authorized a judgment for no less 
a snm than $48,241.48; tbat. the witness for the Government who put the same 
lowest of any witness on the trial in favor of the claimant stated it at that amount. 

There appears to have been on file among the papers of the case in court an esti· 
mate made by the Government architect, an estimate which agrees exa{ltly with 
the judgment rendered; but this same individual was, subsequently to making 
said statement, a. witness on the trial of said cause; and his estimate. under oath,. 
taken as a basis for the judgment, would have given the claimant $14,016.07, the­
very amount he claims the judgment· shmild have been rendered for, and in this 
posttion he is confirmed by the attorney who tried the case for the Government, 
who makes the following statement in ihe case: 

DEPARTII&lo.'T OF JUSTICE, 
Washington, Jan'I.Ulry 11,1865. 

Sm: Your note to the Assistant Attorney-General in re~ard to the claim of A . 
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Grant bas been banded to me, as I had charge of the defense of his suit against 
the Government in the Court of Claims. 

Whether the court made a mistake in rendering the judgment in Grant's case 
is rather a matter of inference than of positive knowledge. When the judgment 
was rendered I supposed the court had made a mistake, and wondered why Grant's 
counsel did not move for a correction of the judgment. 

The fi~res given by the court in the judgment are not found in the testimony 
of any Witness, but are taken from a report made by Mr. Fraser before the snit 
was brought. · 

Mr. Fraser was 11 witness in the case, and in his testimony he estimates the 
value of the extra work done by Grant at 46, 738.86. This was the lowest esti-
mate made by any witness. · 

Very respectfnlly, 
ALEXANDER JOHNSTON, 

Special As8istant Attorney-Genet·al. 
Ron. J. C. BURROWS, 

Hou,ge of Representatives. 
This letter was addressed to a former Congress. as will be seen, when this same 

matter was -under consideration by the Committee of Claims. 
Your committee also submit the following from Judue Casey, who was chief­

justice of the court at the time the judgment was renderea, being a reply to letter 
of inquiry by said Grant: 

• W ABHINGTON, D. C., January 13, 1875. 
DEAR Sm: I have yours of yesterday. I have carefnlly examined your case in 

the Court of Claims, for compensation for building a fire-proof storehouse at the 
Philadelplrla. arsenal for the United States, and in connection with my memoranda 
kept at the time, two it~ms of claims were made: 1, about 50,000 for extra work; 
2, near same amount for damages for delays, losses, and interest, on account of 
changes, &c. The original estimate by the Government architect for the damages 
aml extra work to something over 40,000. 

The survey and actual calculation of the cost and value of this work, at the con­
tract prices, after it was done, as made by four different architects, was an average 
ef over $48,000, that of the Government architect being $47,000. The court, after 
trial, rejected the claim for damages, and allowed that for extra work. The mis­
take in the amount of the judgment, which should have been for $47,000, arose, I 
am sure, from adopting the architect's prior estimate, instead of his subsequent 
actual caleulation oi the cost of the wm·k: My attention was not called to this 
error until after the judgment had been certified and paid. 

I am quite sure that yon should have had 14,000 in addition to the judgment ren­
dered in the case, for c:nsation alone, without any interest or damage. 

I am, very respec y, yours, JOSEPH CASEY. 

Captain A. GRANT. 

These are the faets of this case, and we can come to no other conclusion than 
that the claimant is entitled to relief at our bands; that this Government cannot 
bonorably refuse to allow the claimant to have a standing in the court where the 
~rror against him occurred, so ihat the court which rendered the erroneousjud&­
ment siiould have an opportunity to do now that which it Rhonld have done before. 

Therefore, the majority of the committee report the bill so referred to us with 
.an amendment, and recommended that it rlo paae as amended. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Not having been able to concur with the ma­
:jority of the Committee of Claims in this report, I desire to make a 
very brief statement of my objections to the passage of this bill. 

In.1866 Con~ress appropriated the sum of $146,000 for the purpose 
of erecting a fire-proof building at or near the Schuylkill arsenal, in 
Philadelphia. Albert Grant & Co. entered mto a contract to erect 
this building for $138,000, being $8,000 less than the a.mount appro­
priated for the purpose. 

There was some difficulty between the contracting parties and the 
Government authorities in regard to the materials to be used as well 
as in regard to the manner of erecting this building. Finally some 
ehanges were made, different material procured, and the contractors 
went on and erected the building. They then brought suit in the 
Court of Claims for the sum of $47,038.86less 2,286.30, which had 
alrea-dy been paid them for extra work and material furnished. The 
suit was U"ied and the court allowed a sum of $34,225.14. From thiB 
decision of the court an appeal was taken by the United States, which 
a.ppeal was afterward dismissed. 

After the appeal was dismissed, Albert Grant came to Congress and 
nsked for an allowance of an additional sum of $14,000 for extra work, 
alleging that an error had been committed by the Court of Claims; 
and also asked for some $46,000 for damages. In 1872 a committee 
of this HQuse reported against making any allowance for the alleged 
mistake by the Court of Claims, but did provide for adjusting the 
damages which the Court of Claims had refused to allow. I find also 
that a committee of the Senate made a similar report. 

The objection I havo to the passage of this bill is, in the first place, I 
a.m not satisfied in my own mind that any mistake was made by the 
Court of Claims; and, in the second place, if a mistake was made by 
the court, it seems to me to be too late now to attempt to correct it, 
-especially when nearly the entire body of that court has been changed 
since that time, and there is now scarcely a member of the Court of 
Claims who was then a member of that court. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Are the witnesses dead Y 
Mr. HENDERSON. I do not know as to that. They say it is pro­

posed that the coutt shall, from the evidence now on file, determine 
whether a mistake was made or not; and if they :find that a mistake 
was made then they shall correct .that mistake. 

Now, I say that it is very clear to my mind, from the opinion of the 
.court itself, which_! have before me, that the court intended to do 
exactly what it did do. It is said that there is no evidence in the case 
on which to found the juagment of the court. I say that it appears 
from the opinion of the court itself that the court did not find the 
judgment upon the evidence, but upon the estimate which was made 
by Mr. Fraser, the Government architect. The court say : ' 

On the whole case we reject the claim for damages, and award judgment for the 
extra work actually done and materials furnished, which, accordirig to the esti­
mate- · 

Not according to the evidence-
Which, according t{) the estimate of Mr. Fraser, the defendant's own architect, 

we find, after rejecting all items that may be legitimately refened to the contract, 
to amount to the sum of $34,225.14. 

The estimate here referred to was made by Mr. Fraser the archi­
tect of the Government, and he testifies that he made the estimate 
low in order that it might be allowed. It is true, Mr. Fras'er after­
ward increased that estimate, but he was induced to make the first 
low supposing that by making it so itlwould be more likely to be 
allowed by the Department; and probably the 'ju,dges thought his 
first judgment was the best.· But it is clear, Mr. Chairman, that the 
court took the estimate of Fraser rather than the evidence in the 
case. 

Now the difference between the majority of the committee and my­
self is simply this: I think the court intended· to allow just the 
amount they did allow, and no more, and that at any rate it is too 
late, after so great a lapse·of time and when many of the former 
members of the Court of Claims are no longer members of it, to at­
,tempt to correct an error of this sort. 
· Fm:thermore, I :find by a very able report made upon this same 
·case in the Senate in 1876 that the claimant on a contract to erect a 
Government bnildip.g for $138,000 has already received 215,418.07. 
In the first place, he received $138,000, the original amount of his 
contract, and 2,286.30 for extra work on this building. He then 
received, under the judgment of the Court of Claims, which was paid, 

34,225.14, and he ·was allowed and paid as damages $40,906.63 ; so 
that he has boon actually paitl 215,418.07 .on a contract to erect a 
Government building for :;s138,000. 

I do not wish to make any factious opposition to this bill. I am 
perfectly willing it should be considered, but I have felt it my duty 
to make this statement, because I believe it will be a very dangerous 
precedent to open up a judgment of a court long after the judges who 
rendered that judgment have passed away, and when the evidence 
upon which it was founded may no longer be accessible. I do not 
think this claimant could :find anywhere in the country a court of 
equity which upon a bill for relief would allow him the hearing he 
now asks at the hands of this body, for the reason he had a complete 
and adequate remedy at law and did not avail himself of it. And 
now, Mr. Chairman, he has already appealed to Congress and has 
been concluded by the~udgment of both the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Take the statement of Judge Casey, who was a judge of the Court 
of Claims when this judgment was rendered, and who died only.the 
other day. He says that clearly a mistake was made of $14,000. 
Now, I say that most clearly there was no such mistake, because here 
is the opinion of the court as delivered by Judge l\1illigan ; and be 
says: 

On the facts of this case, which are briefly stated in the opinion, the claimants 
seekt.first, 47,038.86, less $2,286.30 for extra work and matenals furnished on the 
builaing. 

Now, thart would only leave $44,752.56 as the amount which the 
claimant sought to recover in that court. He was allowed by the 
court $34,225.14; so that, according to his own claim as finally 
amended by him, there could only have b~en a mistake of 10,527.42. 
Now, I say if this bill be passed it certainly ought to b~ amended in 
this particular, for there could have been no mistake of '14,000 ; the 
amount of the error could not possibly exceed 10,527.42. 

But the objection I make is that the error, if there was one, was 
not corrected in time; that no effort was made to correct it in tim~; 
and that now, after the lapse of so many years, we would establish a. 
dangerous precedent if we should allow this matter to be re-examined 
by a new court, so far as the members of it are concerned. I think 
the bill ought not to pass. 

~Ir. HUMPHREY. Mr. Chairm.~, it seems to me that in a caae of 
this character we should proceed carefully. In the first place, accord­
ing to the practice of all courts, after a judgment is entered up, a 
party within a limited time if he believes a mistake has been made 
can ask to have that judgment opened, and it can be modified with­
out changing substantially the decision of the court. It is strange 
that in this case the plaintiff or his attorneys did not discover the 
mistake, if any, in this judgment and did not move within the time 
limited that the judgment be opened. It was the duty of the attor­
neys to see that the judgment was properly docketed; and it is very 
remarkable that for so long a time after the entering of the judg­
ment no discovery of an error was made by the plaintiff or :qis attor­
neys. But if there was actually a mistake made and it wa-s not 
discovered within the time allowed for opening and amending the 
jud~ment, there was still a remedy. I understand that there is no 
limitation upon the power of a court of equity to open a judgment 
which has been obtained either by fraud or mista;k:e ; that if a party 
comes into a court of equity with clean hands there is no limitation 
to the time within which such a court may give relief, unless some 
statute or act of Congress fixes a limit, and I know of none . 

Mr. HENDERSON. I do not think a court of equity would relieve 
where a party had an adequate remedy atlawandhadnot pursued it. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Let me ask the gentleman from Wisconsin 
[Mr. HUMPHREY] where is there a. court of equity that could reach 
this matter f 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Is there no court of equity under the General 
Government f 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. No, sir; there is no court of equity that can 
give relief. 

lli. HUMPHREY. Then, for Heaven's .sake, let us go to work and 
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make one. But I say it would be a must dangerous precedent for Con­
gress after this length of time to act upon this case and open this 
judgment, when the presumption is that the judgment was founded 
upon evidence and was in accordance with the evidence. Although 
one of the justices who heard this case, and who has lately died, has 
stated that there was a mistake in the judgment, yet it seems to me 
that even if there is no court of equity competent to reach the case, 
that is no reason why we should open the judgment at this late day. 

There are hundreds of cases before the present Congress which 
have as much merit as this one. There are numerous cases before 
the Committee ~m Public Buildings and Grounds wher~ the legal 
claim is much stronger. Every one of them has been reported unfa­
vorably by that committee. Not one has been acted on by this Honse 
favorably and probably none ever will be. I know of cases whicb 
present stronger claim for the action of Congress. This man has re­
.ceived a larger amount than the contract called for, and on principle 
it seems to me dangerous to reopen this judgment of the Court of 
Claims. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman from Wisconsin a ques­
tion. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. What is it? 
Mr. BRAGG. If the case be opened, at all.so the court once again 

takes jurisdiction of it, will it not allow the parties who are seeking 
relief al?ainst the Government opportunity to bring in evidence anew 
when tne evidence of the Government may possibly be dead or dis­
posed of or lost J 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I did not exactly hear the latter part of the 
gentleman's question. 

.Mr. BRAGG. Would it not give the court an opportunity, if Con­
gress gave it jurisdiction of the case. to make an order by which new 
evidence could be taken Y 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Certainly it would. It would let new evidence 
in, and perhaps the very testimony of the Government to meet that 
new condition of affairs might not be within reach. 

I wish to say in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, that one of the great 
bulwarks provided by the law is the limitations by which stale de­
mands are ruled out, and there is no other safety on the part of the 
people and the~vernment than to adhere rigi<ll.vtothoselimitations. 
There is sufficient protection in the courts oT equity in the States 
where there are no limitations, and where, if there is ground of real 
equity and parties can be shown to have been injured, tho courts will 
exercise jurisdiction and reopen judgments. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I had this matter in charge, Mr. Chairman, a-'3 
a subcommittee of the Committee of Claims, and gave it thorough 
examinatiou, and I am satisfied if there is a claim before this Con­
gress which ought to be allowed it is this one. This man Grant only 
comes here for the purpose of being permitted to go back with his. 
case to the Court of Claims for the purpose of having a judgment 
corrected if that court shall find a mistake was made. 

My friend, the ~entleman from Illinois, [Mr. IIENDERSOX,] tells us 
it is too late. Is 1t ever too late for this Government to do right¥ 
Is it ever too late to do justice between parties Y Can there ever come 
a time when this Government will cease to do right Y Now look at 
it. Chief-Justice Casey, of that court, says he knows a mistake was 
made. He was on the bench. He heard the testimony. He knows 
all about the case. He says a mistake was made of 14,000. Why 
shQuld not that error be corrected by the Congress of the United 
States 'I Why should we not permit this case to go back to the Court 
()f Claims so that justice may be done 'I I want this House to listen 
to the certificate of Justice Casey. 

Mr. BUTLER. Chief-Justice Casey. • 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. Yes, Chief-Justice Casey, only dead a few days 

since. Let me read his certificate : 
W ASII:rnGTON, D. C., January 13, 1875. 

DEAR Sm:-
This letter is addressed to Captain A. Grant-
! have yours of yesterda;v. I have carefully examined your case in the Court of 

Claims for compensation for building a fire.~roof storehouse at the Philadelphia. 
arsenal, for the United States, and in connection with my memoranda kept at the 
time two items of claims were made : First, about $50,000 for extra work ; second, 
near same amount for dama~es for delay, losses, and interest on account of changes, 
&c. The original estimate oy fue Government architect for the damages and extra · 
work to something over $40,000. 

The survey and actual calculation of the cost and value of this work at the con­
tract prices, after it was done, as made by four different architects, was an average 
of over $48,000, that of the ~vernment architect being $47,000. 

I may say here the claim for damages was over $50,000. It was an 
honest claim which the court did not allow and which they are rrot 
now asked to allow. The court decided they would not allow claims 
for damages; in my judgment a wrong judgment. 

The court, after triaJ, rejected the claim for dama~es and allowed that for extra. 
work. The mistake in the amount of the judgment. which should have been for 
$47,000- • 

The chief-justice of the Court of Claims says, " I am sure there is 
no mistake about it." There is no doubt of it-
arose, I am sure, from adopting the architect's prior estimate instead of his sub­
sequent actual calculation of the cost of the work. My attention was not called 
to this error until after the judgment had been certified and paid. 

The chief-justice again says: · 
I am quite suro that you should have had $14,000 in addition to the judgment 

rendered in the case, for compensation alone, without any interest or damage. 
Chief-Justice Casey, now in the silent land, tells you in this certifi-

• 

cate that he is quite sure Captain Grant should have had $14,000 in 
addition to the judgment rendered in the case, fo:r compensation alone, 
without any interest or damage. Is not that clear' 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question f 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. Certainly. 
Mr. BRAGG. Why was it these parties have slept so long on their 

right-'1 instead of applying to the court to reopen the judgment or for 
a rehearing ~ 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. J will tell the honorable gentleman they had 
an attorney of little experience, William M. Evarts, and he did not 
sufficiently attend to this case. [Laughter.] I will tell you why. 
Of conrso William M. Evarts knows all about the law and the prac­
tice, but another man who was associated with him to look after 
the matter did not attend to it. If the gentleman had listened to• 
the reading of the report he wonhl know all the points in the case. 
The Government appealed from that decision after rendition of the 
judgment. The attorney on the ground supposed the case being ii:. 
the Supreme Court would remain there awaiting final determinatior: 
and aajudication and rehearing; but, on the other hand, the Govern­
ment after waiting so long a time--

Mr. BRAGG. How longf 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. Jnst wait a moment. After waiting so long 

a time with their ca-'Je in the Supreme Com·t, Grant could not take an 
appeal himself. 

Then it is beyond the reach of Grant in the Supreme Court or in 
the Court of Claims either. 

Mr. BRAGG. How long ago did that happen Y 
:Mr. ELLSWORTH. It was only a short time ago. 
Mr. BRAGG. How many years ! · 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. I cannot tell you n<;>w precisely. This certifi­

cate of Juuo-e Casey is dated in 1875. 
Mr. BRAGG. That was after the judge left the bench. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH. All that Grant asks is that this case shall go 

back to the same com·t to be corrected. But gentlemen say the case 
has been adjudicated upon and it is too late now to do right. That 
is a question for Grant. The trouble will devolve npon him, some of 
the court having died, to prove the facts; it will be more difficult 
for him to make out his case; all that depends upon Grant himself 
to make it out. 'fhe court have no right to do anything except to 
make the corrediou if Grant proves there was a mistako. If tln11· 
fact is proved, then they have a right to make the correction; not 
otherwise. 

There is nothing but rio-ht in what this gentleman asks Congress 
to do" It is a fact, Mr. Chairman, if this had been a case between 
two individuals that Mr. Grant had an honest and just claim for ilitm­
ages of over $50,000; but the court only allowed him for extra work 
and materials, and be has not ~btained them. There is a mistake of 
over $14,000, or nearly that amount, for work and materials, without 
any claim whatever for damages. 

Mr. HENDERSON. If my friend will allow me for a moment, l 
wish to say this: my friend· speaks about an amount of $50,000. J 
wish him to understand that Congress did pass an act subsequently 
allowing this question of damages to be adjudicated, and it was ad­
judicated, and, a-s I understand, $40,000 were paid for damages, and 
not $50,000. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I said there was $50,000, over and above what 
he obtained, and .there was nothirr~ ever paid him for damages. 

Mr. HENDERSON. He only cla1med $46,000. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH .. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I do not think there is any difficulty in coming to 

a just conclusion in relation to this matter. At a former session, as 
a member of the Committee of Claims, I ma{je a report upon this 
report, which is substantially the report now before the committee. 
Aftor thorough investigation, I became satisfied that the prayer of 
the claimant should be granted, to wit, that we should give him a 
new day in court. A bare statement of the case, Mr. Chairman, I 
think will be conclusive. 

This claimant entered into a written contract with the Govern­
ment for the erection of a building at Philadelphia. By the terms of 
that contract no allowance was to be made for extra work unle& 
agreed upon in writing. Under the superintendence of the engineer 
extra work was directed and performed, and expenses were incurred 
by the contracting party. The accounting officer of the Government 
settled with him and paid him .only according to the terms of the 
written contract. That forced him into the Court of Claims. In ad­
dition to the amount claimed for labor and materials there was also 
a claim for damages. In the adjudication of the case the Court of 
Claims decided the question of damages against the claimant. So 
far a-s the claim for extra work and materials was concerned, the 
court decided in favor of the claimant, giving him a judgment for 
$34,225.14. 

After the rendition of that judgment it was discovered by the judge 
and by the .special Assistant Attorney-General for the Government at 
the time that there was a probable error committed in the rendition 
of the judgment, in the amount of it. It is only necessary to ascertain 
how this error crept into the judgment, and that is easily explained 
in this way: As a matter of course the engineer who had to measure 
and superintend the work had to be a witness before the court and 
his testimony would be controlling and wonld substantially form 1;he 
basis of the judgment of the court. Before the bringing of the snit 
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this engineer had made an estimate, not under oath, Gf the work and 
the labor and the materials that had been furnished. When he was 
introduced as a witness he made a revised measuiement and estimate 
of the work and he made his report upon them. Hence there were 
two estimates yending before the court; one was for $34,225.14, the 
other was for $48,241.48. · 

The court intended to render a judgment for the amount testified 
to by this officer under oath before the court; but instead of render­
ing the judgment for that amount, $48,241, it was entered for the 
smaller amount, $:~4,~25. Before that error could be corrected in the 
court the Government ha(l taken an appeal from the decision of the 
Court of Claims to the Supreme Court of the United States. It was 
not an appeal in the nature of a writ of error simply to bring the 
legal questions under review for correction, but it wa.s an appeal 
which took the whole case by transfer from the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Claims to that of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
It then became impossible for the correction to be made in that court. 
There wa.s no case pending there after the appeal had been taken. 
So the party was without remedy, and he could only come here and 
make a statement of his case; and he presents such facts as would 
influence the action of any court to give him a new trial. Upon a 
bill of review the error would be corrected; but the claimant was cut 
off from these ordinary remedies of the courts, aud there was no reme­
dial power except that of the Congress of the United States; and when 
he comes here he does not ask Congress to supplement the judgment 
and ~ive him the money, but simply to reinstate him in court, so 
that if there has been an error committed this error may be corrected, 
and if there has been no error, why, as a matter of course, the Gov­
ernment of the United States loses nothing by granting the request 
of o:oe of its citizens. 

That is the whole case. 
Now, as to the lapse of time; I have some knowledge of this case. 

I know the persistent and indefatigable efforts of this citizen in 
.wrestling with the Government for the satisfaction of his claim. 

He has been here in season and out of season, and it does not lie 
in the mouth of the Government to shelter itself, when the delay has 
been occasioned by the action of the Government, behind the pitiful 
subterfuge of a legal technicality. It is unworthy of a great gov­
ernment so to protect itself against a citizen who has a just claim, 
and who only asks to be heard before one of its own tribunals. 

There is nothing wrong in the case ana I hope the bill will be passed. 
:Mr. HENDERSON. I have said before that if I was satisfied in my 

own mind that a mere clerical error had been made in entering this 
judgment I would not be opposed to the passage of the bill, but I am 
not so satisfied. · 

Now, I say that the Court of Claims, in the opinion which is found 
in the reports of that court, expresslrsay that they find that the de­
fendant's own architect estimated this claim at $34,225.14. Why did 
they not find the judgment of the court according to the evidence! 
It appears they should have done so, but it seems the court was satis­
fied from the statement of the defendant's own architect. 

Now the difficulty is this, and I want to call the attention of the 
committee to it: it is said that there are two reports made by the 
Government's architect, one of !\34,225.14 and the other of 46,738.86, 
and how are.you going to ar.rive at the facts upon which the judges 
founded the judgment of the courtJ especially when some of the judges 
are dead and others have been superannuated and are no longer 
capable of attending to their duties! · 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. !would suggestthat.thereport of Judge Mil­
ligan shows that the judgment was made up, as Judge Casey says, 

· f.rom the certificate of the architect. 
Mr. HENDERSON. I say that the juuge in giving the opinion of 

the court expressly states why this amount was found. He says from 
the estimate, not from the evidence in the case but from the estimate 
of the defendant's own architect, in which he found so many thou­
sand dollars due, and they allowed that sum. 

Now, something bas been said about a lack of diligence on the part 
of the claimant. The claim has been before Congress for years and 
years, and Hon. Mr. FRYE, then a member of this House, made a report 
in 1872 against the allowance of this claim, to which I call the atten­
tion of the committee. I read the concluding part of it. He says : 

That his claim for compensation foc extras having boon ailjndicated by a conrt 
of competent jurisdiction, and no appeal having been entered within the time 
allowed therefor by law-

This decision on that branch of his case is final. There was the 
judgment of the House of Representatives against it, and the com­
mittee of the Senate came to the same conclusion exactly and made 
a similar report. 

That was in 1872, and if this error was to be corrected it ought to 
have been corrected in 1872, when the members of the court who 
decided the case were still on the bench and knew whether they ha-d 
made a mistake or not in their finding. 

I hope the committee will arrive at the conclusion that it is a danger­
ous precedent to reopen judgments of courts in the manner proposed 
by this bill, and that it will not be favorably reported by the com­
mittee to the House. 

Mr. EDEN. I think that this claim having once been adjudicated 
by the tribunal established by law, for the adjudication of this sort 
of claims ought not to be reopened, especially after a lapse of ten or 
twelve years. 

, 

The complaint of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. BRIGHT) does 
not apply to this case. · • 

This claimant has had his day in court. His claim was fully ad­
judicated. The claim was for extra work and it was passed upon by 
the court, and he was allowed the sum of '~~34,2'25.14 for extra work, 
and I wouLd rather .take the judgment of the chief-justice of the . 
Court of Claims when he was sitting as ~ judge in his judiciaJ. ca­
pacity. I would rather take that judgment than the judgment he 
gave long after he went off the bench, and I believe t.he statement 
was made by a former chief-justice in 1875, on which this report iH 
based. . 

I agree with my colleague from Illinois, [Mr. HENDERSON.) I think 
there is not sufficient testimony to show that this claim has not been 
fully and fairly adjudicated, and if we are going to reopen cases 
which have been decided before the Court of Claims because a suitor 
concludes that he did not recover as much as he would like to have, 
we can reopen most of the cases that have been before that court, 
especially after the lapse of twelve or fifteen years. 

I think that this party has had a fair opportunity of being heard 
before tho Court of Claims upon the adjudication of his claim. 
Unless we intend to set the precedent of reopening cases every time 
asnitorconcludes he would like to get more money out of the Treasury, 
there would be no end to the work. I hope the bill will be defeated. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have sought some time to say a word or two about 
this matter, because, if I understand it, it is a clear ca.se of justice. 
If I do not understand it, why the bill ought not to pass, so fa.r as I 
can see, and with the leave of the gentlemen of the committee I will 
state the exact position of the matter as I understand it. 

Albert Grant went before the Court of Claims with a claim for extra 
work on a public building over and above the contract prices. The 
Court of Claims heard his case and gave him a sum of money. That 
sum in his judgment wae not sufficient to cover the case. 

The judgment wa.s appealed from to the Supreme Court by the 
Government, anil that appeal was pending for more than three months, 
the time limited by la:r for Grant to take an appeal. The Govern­
ment then, being satisfied that it was wrong, withdrew the appeal. 
That made it impossible for the judgment to be corrected in the Su­
preme Court, where i$vould have been corrected if the case had gone 
to a hearing, or in the Court of Claims from which it had been re­
moved by appeal. 

Now, in regard to all this talk about a court in equity settling this 
matter; allow me to say that there is no jurisdiction in equity of any 
court in this land that I know of to give the relief asked. Thereupon 
the claimant, alleging that there was a mistake in computation, came 
to Congress and asked for the appropriation of a sum of money to 
correct that mistake-, and Congress in this House through my learned 
colleague on the Committee ~m the Judiciary, the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. }"'RYE,] said to the claimant," This is not your remedy; 
this stands as the judgment of the court ; and as long as it stands 
as the judgment of a court, Con~ress will not override it." There­
upon the committee reported agamst the claim. 

Then the claimant eomes here and says, "Well, will Congress send 
this case back to the Court of Claims to ascertain if there is any mis­
take f" That is the case now before the House. Upon what evidence 
does the claimant come here and undertake to show probable cause 
that there has been a mistake f First, he brings the certificate of 
the chief-just.ice who tried the cause, who says that upon examin.ing 
his memoranda made at the time the cause was being heard, he finds 
that there was a mistake in computation, that , he took the wrong 
paper-a paper not in evidence. The attorney for the United ~tates 
says that, as he understands it, upon the principle of the decision of 
the case there was a mistake. 

We are now asked to give this complainant the remedy of being 
allowed to go back to the court and having that mistake corrected 
if there was one. Various objections are made to that, and I will 
examine them in reverse order. The last one, made by the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. EDE....~,] is that the Government will lose its evi­
dence from lapse of time. Pardon me, the evidence in the Court 
of Claims is all taken in writing and is in print. This bill does not 
give any right to bring in new evidence. 

Mr. EDEN. Cannot the claimant take new evidence! 
Mr. BUTLER. No; he cannot take any new evidence; there is 

no new evidence wanted. The evidence is there or it is not there. 
It is on the rect)rd or not on the record. Therefore there is no dan­
ger in that regard. 

Another objection is that gentlemen do not believe there was a 
mistake. Now I appeal to every lawyer in this House that a court 
will issue a rule for a rehearing whenever there is probable cause 
shown that there may have been a mistake in amounts of its own 
judgment. Here is probable cause shown by the certificate of the 
judge. • 

Mr. HENDERSON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him onb 
question~ 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, three; I have time enough. 
l\ir. HENDERSON. You say, allow the correction of the judg­

ment of the judges of the court in g;iving the judgment. 
Mr. BUTLER. Pardon me; not a mistake of judgment in the 

judges giving the judgment; that is not what is asked f'Jr~ They 
a-ave judgment for the extra work, but they wrote "$34,000" instead 
~f " . 4-1,000,'' looking at the wrong paper. That is all there is of it. 

• 
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Now, I ask anybody if you should go to a court and say to the court corrected, we propose simply to give the man an opportunity to go 

yon have made a mistake of computation on the principles upon back to the court under all these difficulties and have a rehearing-, 
which yon gave the judgment, would not the court issue a rule to not upon the principles of the decision, but on a ma~ter of computa-
show cause why there should not be a rehearing T tiou appearing upon the record. 

But it is said this is a late day. Well,'llas the complainant slept on The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment reported 
his riO'ht f He came before Congress. immediately. The remedy he by the committee, which will be read. 
askelfor was a wron(J' one, and Congress put him aside. He came Tho Clerk read as follows: 
again and again, and has oeen before ·us asking, what is now right, to Provided, That judgment shall not be rendered in said case for over the sum of 
be allowed to go before the court. He says, " I want to go to the $14,000, and for no snm whatever except for extra work and materials furnished. 
court and ask if there was not a mistake." Now, my friend from Illi- Mr. BUTLER. There is no objection to that amendment. 
nois who seems-I speak with'great respect-to have been the obstinate Tlte amendment was agreed to. . 
juryman on this committee, for all the rest seem to have agreed to the Mr. WIDTTHOR:t-.TE. In order to meet the argument made by the 
report-- gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER,] I desire to submit an 

Mr. EDEN. The gentleman is mistaken; I am not on the com- amendment to the bill. I move to amend by striking· out, in lines 3 
mitt.ee. and 4, the words "reopen and readjudicate '' ~md inserting the word 

Mr. HENDERSON. He refers to me. "review;" by striking out, in the sixth line, t he words "proofs here-
Mr. BUTLER. I beg my friend's pardon. He is always the obsti- tofore" and inserting the word "record;" by striking out, in the sev­

nate juryman. [Laughter.] The objection on t.be part of my friend ep.th line, the word'' readjudication" and inserting the word "re­
from Illinois [Mr. HENDERSON] is that the judges are dead and gone, view"--
and therefore Grant will have a great deal of difficulty iu getting T.be CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will submit his amendment in 
this Court of Claims to find out whether there was a mistake. That wri ting. 
is one of his troubles, I will agree; but that is his trouble. Because Mr. BUTLER. I think there will be no objection to that amend-
his' task in obtaining justice is to be more difficult that is no reason ment if the gent leman makes it read" record and proof." 
why we should not give him a chance, and give him all the chances Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to make an inquiry as to the meaning of the 
he has. • gentleman from Tennessee in offering his amendment. I understand 

Some of us have within five days attended the ftmeral of that good there are proceedings in review and there aro proceedings fqr readju­
man and great judge of the Court of Claims, Chief-Justice Casey, dication. Perhaps they are convertible terms. If he means they are 
who gave the certificate that there was a mistake. That is one of and the court shall have power to render additional judgment if it 
the great wrongs which delay has worked on this claimant. But shall find the judgment should be so rendered, I have no objection to 
that is no rea-son why we should not send the claim to a court of our it. If he means simply to•review the facti and leave it to the act of 
own making, asking them to examine the record and see whether review only without objection, 1 shall object. 
they have made a mistake; If they cannot find upon re-examination Mr. WHITTHORNE. I provide the court shall give judgment for 
of the evidence that they have made a mistake, that will be the end such amount as it intended to enter. 
of it. · · Mr. HENDERSON. I want to say that it seems to me this bill does 

Mr. EDEN. I wish to call the attention of the gentleman from not intend merely to correct a clerical error in the entering of the 
Massachusetts to the fact tpat this claimant when he first put in his judgment or mistake of computation, but goes further, as suggested by 
petition claimed only $37,500. the gentleman from Tennessee, and really provides for a new trial. 

Mr. BUTLER. Precisely so; but I call the gentleman's attention Mr. BVTLER. The gentleman is trying to correct that in his amend-
to the fact that be claimed $37,500 for one thing, and $50,000 and ment. 
more for another thing. Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. What is the pending amend-

Mr. E;DEN. The other was for damages; this i& for work. · ment y 
Mr. BUTLER. I understand that. But a part of these damages The CHAIRMAN. The one offered by the gentleman from Tennes-

was for injury on d~layed payment and for the cost of the work over see, which he is preparing, and when prepared it will be reported. 
and above what it ought to have cost. A portion of that was ruled Mr. EDEN. I submit an amendmenttbatall claimants be allowed 
out, and a portion came in in. the testimony of the architect. But if tO have their cases reopened if they shall 80 desire it. 
t)le mistake is not so large as the claimant thinks, t~en of course the Mr. BRIGHT. 'fhat is not germane, and I object to it. 
court will awnrd him so much the less. Mr. EDEN. I do not insist on the amendment. 

Mr. EDEN. The point I desire to make is that the court allowed The CHAIRMAN, The bill will now be read as it is proposed to be 
the claimant $34,000 in round numbers for extra work; and this re- amended by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. WmTTHORNE.] 
port shows that his first claim for extra work was .only $37,000 in The Clerk read as follows: 
round numbers. This, I take it, is a pretty strong argument to show That the CouFt of Claims be, and it is hereby, directed to review the case of 
that the court did not make any mistake at all. .Albert Grant and Darius C. Jackson, doing business as A. Grant & Co., on the 

Mr. BUTLER. I can answer that suggestion very easily. Mr. records submitted to the said court in said cause; and if saidcourtinsuchreview 
Grant put in his claim in two forms; it was partly for extra work shall find from such records the court gavejndgmentfor a. wffetent sum thauthat 
and partly for what he called damages. A portion of what he called intended, &c. . 
damages was in fact extra work. :Mr. BUTLER. I ask my friend from Tennessee to insert after the 

Mr. EDEN. And he claitnB now that he did not get enough for word ''records" the words "and proofs therein." 
extra work. Mr. WHITTHORNE. Proofs already therein t 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. EDEN. But he was allowed $34,000 for extra work. Mr. WHITTHORNE. I accept that amendment. 
Mr. BUTLER. I find I do not make myse1f clear to my friend 'fho amendment was adopted. 

from lllinois, and I am afraid I do not to others. This man has done Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I move to strike out the word 
certain work extra to his contract. The claim for that he puts be- " the " in the eleventh line of the bill and insert the word "such." 
fore the court, partly as extra work and partly in the nature of dam- The CHAIRMAN. That has been remedied in one of the othoc 
ages. The court tell him that under the law they oannot admit any amendments. 
claim for damages, but they will admit all proper claims for extra work. . Tho bill, as amended, was again read. 
Thereupon they find on examination that a part of the claim which Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It is quite impossible for me to 
he had put in as damages ought to have been classed as extra work. get the exact language of the bill as read, but it seems to me this 
Therefore, the contract requiring that he should have written evi- House does_ not wish to pass a bill leaving open the whole question 
deuce for his extra work, the change is made- of the iontention of the court. As I understand my colleague from 

Mr. EDEN. Where does the gentleman find any statement that Massachusetts his purpose is to confine the review to the evidence 
the court corrected the account in that way, by deciding that a por- now on file. This bill, as read, says the court shall correct the error 
tion of the amount claimed as damages ought to have been claimed and make the sum correspond with the intention of the court. 
for extra work t I do not find that in the report. Mr. BUTLER. Upon proofs. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not suppose that all the learning in the world Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It is not confined to proofs on 
is embraced in that report, although it is a very good report. But I I file. My purpose in the amendment changing the word "the" to · 
ca,n easily see where the deduction made by my friend misleads him. 'such" is to hold down the correction to the proofs now in the ·case. 

Mr. EDEN. I understand the gentleman from Massachusetts to If w.e leave it so the-whole ground may be gone over and you may 
state as a matter of fact that the court did what he states, and I am go into the intention of the court this party Grant may come in and 
simply inquiring for the evidence upon which he founds his state- produce this letter of Judge Casey to show what was the intent ion of 
ment. the court, a letter written long after the judge had retired from tho 

Mr. BUTLER. If the gentleman will read the record and exam- bench. I think the bill should be more carefully guarded in that re-
ine the claims as put in, he will see that a portion of the claim for spect. · 
damages ought to have been put in as a claim for extra. work. But Mr. BUTLER. There is no objection to the gentleman's amend-
that is not the point. If there was. any mistake in this judgment ment. · 
upon the principles adopted by the court in its decision, (for •obody 1\Ir. ROBINSON, of Massachu-setts. It is to strike out all the words 
asks that those principles shall be overturned,) we propose that the which go to the intention of the court. I cannot tell what they are 
error be corrected. If there was no mistake, then of course the court now, the bill has been so much changed. 
will find nothing to correct. The Government having misled a man Mr. EDEN. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to 
by its own acts into not appealing where he could have had the thing the House with the recommendation that it be laid upon the table. 

• 
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The committee divided; and there were-ayes 51, noes, 28. 
Mr. BRIGHT demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ord~red; and Mr. BUTLER and Mr. EDI~ .. "'i were ap­

pointed. 
Mr. BUTLER. I desire to have the bill re-read, so that if it is open 

to objection on the ground stated by my colleague it may be corrected. 
The Clerk read as follows : · 
That the Court of Claims be, and is hereby, directed to reopen and review the 

case of Albert Grant and Darius C. Ja~kson, doing business as Grant & Co., on the 
record and proofs already submitted to the said court in said cause; and if said 
court in such readjudication shall find from .such record and proofs that the court 
gave judgment for a. different sam tb.a.n the court intended to enter, it then shall 
correct such error and adjudge tQ the said .Albert Grant such sum M the proofs 
shall justify. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 62, 
noes 40. 

Mr. BUTLER. How was that for a quorum f 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not a quorum. ls further count demanded! 
Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 
The CHAIRl\f.A.N. The Clerk will read the rule. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
RULE 106. Whenever the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or 

the Committee of the Whole House finds itself 'vithout a quorum, the chamnan 
shall cause the roll of the House to be called, and thereupon the committee shall 
::ill~~ !~~~:d~:~ ;?:~:r.ort the names of the absentees to the House, which 

Mr. BRIGHT. The count has not yet been completed. 
The tellers reported-ayes 89, noes 63. 
So the motion was· agreed to ; and the bill was laid aside to be re­

ported_to the House with the recommendation that it be laid on the 
table. 

JA..'IES P . THOMPSOY. 

The next business on the Priyate Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
407) granting a pension to James P. Thompson, of McMinnville, Ten­
nessee; reported adversely from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions by Mr. GARDNER. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a recom­
mendation that it be laid on the table. 

HENRY C. WEATHERBY. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
706) granting a pension to Henry C. Weatherby, a soldier in the war of 
1812; reported adversely from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen-
sions by Mr. GARD~TER. • 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a recoiQ.­
mendation that it qe laid on the table. 

AGXES. FA:mL Y. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
11) granting a pension to Agnes Fairlyr widow of David Fairly; re­
ported from the Committee on Invalid Pensions by1 Mr. RICE, of 
Ohio. 

l'he ,bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to plaCe upon the pension-roll, subject to the provisions a.nd 
limitations of the pension-laws, the name of Agnes Fairly, widow -of 
David Fairly, late first lieutenant Seventh United States Cavalry. 
· The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

JOHN B. TUCKER. 

The next business .on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
506) granting a pension to J obn B. Tucker; reported adver~ely from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. RIDDLE. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Let the bill be read. 
The pill, whi~h was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of 

the Interior to pW,Ce upon, ,the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension-laws, the name of John B. Tucker, a 
private in Company B, Green River Battalion, Kentucky State Vol­
lmteers, to take effect from and after the passage of the act. 

Mr. TOWNSJ{END, of Illinois. I desire to have the ear of the 
JIQuse for a .short time for the purpose of preSenting the facts in a 
claim for pension which in my judgment is just and meritorious. I 
regret that the Committee on Invalid Pensions have thought proper 
to report .adversely .to this bill. But before making the remarks tba t 
I propose I will a-sk the Clerk to re~d t1:te report in this case. 

The Clerk .~ad the•report, ~follows: 
It appears that John B. Tucker was a private~ CQmpany n, Green Riv.er Bat. 

talion, Kentucky Volunteers, and that while firing the national sal.nte &t Glover­
port, Kentucky, July ~J 1865, under the orders of the commandant of the post at 
that place, he was, by me accidental diseha~~e of the zyn, wounded by the swab 
passing through both of his hands, tearing mem so ba<Uy that the surgeon had to 
~~~~: them, and he wM thereby incapacitated to earn his subsistence py man-

If John B. Tucker had been mustered into the service of the United States Jw 
would olearly have been entitled to a pension. His application was rejected by the 
Commissioner of Pensions because he wM not in the service of the United States. 
The battation to which John B. Tooker belonged was a State oriranization, and 
never was in the service as a part of the United States Army, and for this reason 
your committee feel constrained to recommend the rejection of the bilL :But for 
this fact n. favorable report would have b~en made. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I hold in my band an affidavit of 
a commissioned officer of the company to which tills soldier belonged. 
He was enlisted in the Green Rivel' Battalion of Kentucky Volun­
teers, in February, 1865 .. While at Cloverport with his command on 
the 4th day of July, 1865, acting under orders issued by the United 

States commissioned officer commanding that post, he assisted in fir­
ing a salute in commemoration of that glorious day. In firing the 
salute, by the premature discharge of the gun, both his hands were 
shot off; and in consequence of this sad occurrence both his fore­
arms were amputated. I ha.ve seen this maimed soldier since. He 
is a resident of my district; and I know he ha-s no means on earth for 
support. He is actually to-day a public charge in the county of 
Hardin, with six or eight children, destitute of other than public 
charity as means of support. The ground npon which the Commis­
sioner of Pensions rejected the cla.im was simply that he had not been 
actually mustered into the United States service. It was on that 
ground also that the Committee on Invalid Pensions, :is I under­
stand, rejected his claim. I believe that the Commissioner of Pen­
sions and the committee have both discriminated unjustly aaai.nst 
this soldier. I find no general law authorizing the grant of pe~sions. 
that limits them to those that were technically mustered into the 
service of the United States. In fact, the general law governiniT 
the granting of pensions provides that "any person not an enlisted 
soldier in the Army, serving for the time being as a member of the 
militia of any State under the orders of an officer of the United. 
States," &c., are entitled to pensions if disabled in an engagement­
with rebels or Indians. Tlms it will be seen that the general law, as. 
we find it in section 4693, contemplates the pensioning of militialtlen, 
or men who were not mnstered into the service of the United States. 
I find further, sir, that the Committee on Invalid Pensions at this. 
session of Congress, nay even within the last month of this session of 
Congress, have reported a bill recognizing the right to pensions of· 
militiamen or men belonging to the militia of a State. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I beg to correct the gentleman. No such bill 
has been reported. 

Mr. RYAN. I would like the gentleman from illinois to explain. 
the circumstance under which the injury was sustained by this claim­
ant. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I did so a moment ago and I will 
restate them. This man was enlisted in the Green River Battalion of' 
Kentucky Volunteers in February; 1865. While ;~.t Cloverport in 
the State of Kentucky, under the command and ading in obedience 
to the orders of a United States officer, he was assisting in firing a 
salute on the 4th d,ay of July, 1865, in honor of the day. In firing· 
the salute by the premature discharge of the gun both his hands were· 
shot off and his arms were both amputated, I believe, at or near the· 
elbpw. I have here the affidavit of an officer of his compa.ny more• 
fully detailing the circumstances un,der which this occurred. 

Mr. RYAN. How was he sa.bject to the com.x;nand of the Unit~d~ 
States officer f 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of lllinois. He was .enlisted a. member of the· 
Kentucky State Volunteers, and he was placed at Cla.verport under· 
a command which was aiding and assi&ting the United States troops 
in maintaining the Union; and while at that post, in obedience to 
the order of a United States officer who was commanding there, he, 
sustained this injury. 

Mr. RICE, of·Ohio. He was not in the service of the United States· 
at all. He wa-s not under the rules and regulations of war. 

Mr. TOWNSHE~TD, of illinois. I do not consent to this interrw­
tion. I assert that be was as much in the senice of the United States. 
as those who are contemplated in the instances I have specified in 
the general law. I have further Jnacle the assertion and 1 will soon 
make it good by the proof, that the Committee on fuvalid Pensio)l.S· 
have reported a bill recognizing the claims of militiamen, .of men 
who have never been mustered ll).to the United States Army or aerv­
ice. Bef01:e I present that evidence I will read the facts ccwcerning 
the injury of this soldier, as sworn to by a commissioned officer of· 
the company to which .this .man belon~ed. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Was the captalll in the service of the United 
States t 

Mr. TOWNSB."tND, of illinois. Let me read the affidavit a.nd th,en 
you can judge fo~ yourself. The affidavit is a.s ~ollows: 
Sl'ATE OF KENTUCKY, 

Orittenden OQ'Iknty, ss: 
On this 13th day of February, 1 78, pel'SQnally appeared before Dle, a coumy­

conrt clerk in and for said county, James B. Parish, who is personally known ro 
)De to be the identical person he represents himself to be, and whom I cer~.r to .be 
respectable and entitled to full faith and credit, and who, being duly sworn, says. 
that he is the identical James B. Parish who was a first lieutenant in Company 
B, Green River :Battalion, Kentucky State VoluiJ.teers; and he further states that. 

, fue d.eij~gn pf those State troops was both to strengthen the United States Army 
and to protect the State of Kei[IWO!':Y against the.raiding bands of guerrillas who· 
plundered ann ravished tbroo.gh Kentucky, and that they were under the com­
mand of division and brigade commanders who were United States commissioned 
officers ; that they were in the Third Brigade, in the Second Division, Department 
of Kentucky; said division was commanded uy Brevet Brigadier-General 0. H. Mur­
ray, whose headquarters was at Bowling Green, .Kentucky; that their battalion and 
company officers were commissioned by QQvernor Bl'8ollllett, of Kentucky. And he· 
further states thatJohnB. Tucker was a. private in his said company; thatsa.idJohn 
:B. Tacker was mustered into said service on the 28th day of February, 1865, at Cal­
houn, Kentucky, for twelve months. And he further states that Major John W. 
Sweiker, who commanded said battalion, procured by orders a cannon for tho pur­
pose of firing the national salute on the 4th day of July, 1865, at Uloverport, Ken­
tucky, and that John :B. Tucker was detailed by Major Sweiker to help man the 
gun, and while firing the gun or cannon, from some cause it became so hot or som& 
R;e in the gun, she fired o:tf just as Tucker rammed the cartridge home or to it& 
seat in said gun, blowing the rammer all to pieces and throu,gh both of his hands, 
and throwing him some distance from his position at the gun1 powder burning him 
severely on his breast, face, and arms, and in the fall hi.ll wrl8trbones were driven 
through the skin and intQ the ground, which was very hard at that time; that 

• I 
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said Tucker was given up to his regimental surgeon, who soon summoned a. board 
of surgeons and myself as his commander, who all agreed that the only chance to 
save him was to amputate both hands, so they did, and trying to save his arms too 
near to his bands they soon found it necessary to amputaf\e them again, which 
they did, taking them off further up the arms. Affiant further states tba.t said 
Tucker was under my comma}ld and a. member of the company commanded by me 
as :first lieutenant, and that I was duly commissioned by the governor of the State 
of Kentucky, said commission dated 28th day of February, 1865, and that 'I and 
mv companions in arms were under the command of United States commissioned 
officers. That said national salute was ordered to be fired by Colonel Sam . .John­
son, brigade commander, United States Army , to the best of my r ecollection, and 
it was in obedience to said order that said salute was fu·ed whereby the said Tucker 
was wounded as aforesaid. 

JAMES B. PARISH. 
Subscribed nnd sworn to before me by .James B. Parish, F ebruary l:J, 1878. 

[i;EAL.j JAMES W. BIGHAM, 
Olerk Orittenden Oounty Oourt. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Was it the duty of the commanding 
officer of the United States Army to order this soldier to discharge 
this duty at that timet 

:Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That is a question which my friend 
can question if he desires to do so, but I am ready to say there are 
few if any more patriotic duties which a soldier can be requested or 
required to disobarge on the Fourth of July than to aid in commemo­
rating the birth of our national independence, unless it may be those 
performed while engaged in bn.ttle defending his country. It seems 
to me it is in the trnest sense a lawful and a patriotic duty, for a dis­
obedience of which a soldiei; deserves punishment when be is ordered, 
as in this case, to perform. I submit that this soldier at the time 
when be received his disabilities was acting in the line of his duty 
as a soldier. 

I want now to meet more fully the point mbde by the committee 
in this report. They seem to think that no man is entitled to a pen­
sion unless he has been :tetually mustered into . the service of the 
United States. I have asserted, ann I now repeat, that they have 
brought i,n a bill recognizing the claims of men who were not mus­
tered into the service of the United States. Let me call the atten­
tion of the House to bill No. 272, which is known as the Mexicansol­
diers' pension bill. I will read the first section of it. It is as follows: 

Be it enacted, tf;c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author­
ized and directed to place on tbe pension.roll the names of the surviving officers and 
enlisted men, including militia and volunteers of the military and naval services 
of the United States, who served sixtyda.ysin the war of 1846 and 1847with Mexico, 
who served thirty days in the.Creek war or disturbances of 1835 and 1836, or in the 
Florida. war with the Seminoles from 1 :15 to ltl42, or the Black Hawk war of 1S:32, 
and were honorably discharged, and to such other officer and soldiors and sailors 
as may have been personally named in any resolution of Congress for any specific 
service in said wars, although their term Qf service may h<LVe been less than sixty 
days, and the surviving widows of such officers and enlisted men as were married to 
such officers or soldiers or sailors prior to the discharge of such officers and ·enlisted 
men: Provided, That such widows have not remarried. 

Now let me put this question to the committee: If it be the purpose 
to pension the militiamen who were engaged in the wars enumerated 
in this bill, where is the justice of making a discrimination against 
soldiers engaged in the late war f You have recognized the fact that 
when a militiaman is engaged in the service fighting Indians and 
Mexicans, ruthou~h be may never ha.ve been mustered into the United 
States Army, be IB entitled to a. pension. Why may not the same 
rn1e be applied to this man T · It does seem to me that be has a just 
claim upon the Government. There can be no question about the 
disability. Every man looking at him can see tha.t be is totally and 
permanently disabled from manual labor, and, as I have said, he is a 
charge upon Hardin County, Illinois, in which he lives. 

I will say nothing further now, but will wait until I hear what 
may be said by members of the committee in answer to my remarks. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. It is not very often that the members of the 
Committee on Pensions report a bill adversely that is discussed by 
the House. My colleague on -the committee from Tennessee, [Mr. RID­
DLE,] who is now a.bsent on account of sickness, reported adversely 
on this case. That report is the unanimous report of the committee. 
This poor, unfortunate man, Mr. John B. Tucker, was never in the 
service of the United States. After the war had closed, in the year 
1865, he was a member of a Kentucky militia c.ompany, and on the 
Fourth of July of that year he, with others, was celebrating ~hat 
(Jay, and be was one of the cannoneers, and by accident his bands 
were shot oft~ which necessitated the amputation of his arms above 
the elbows. · 

Now the point to be borne in mind is that this poor, unfortunate 
man was never in the service of the United States. What do yon 
pension men forf Because they have received disabilities and wounds 
in the service of the United States and in the line of duty. That is 
the reason. We do not wish to defeat the practice, the purpose, and 
the policy of the Government of the United States because our sym­
pathies are enlisted in this case. For one, if I could I would help 
him. If this were a bill introduced to give him a bonus, a gratuity, 
I would vote for it willingly, cheerfnlly; but to put this man on the 
pension-roll who was never in the service for disabilities that he in­
curred after the war, belonging n.s he did to a Kentucky militia com­
pany, would not be in accordance with the pension laws, and the 
committee unanimously thought so. Hence the bill was reported 
adversely. That 'is all there is in the case. 

I wish to say, in regard to the ruling of the committee, that they 
have applications before them for men who have never been in the 
military or naval service of the Government, but in the civil service. 
The committee never reports a bill in their favor. That is the char-

acter of many of the most frequent applications made to the commit­
tee. We confine the relief of pension cases to persons who have been 
in the military or naval Rervice of the United States. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to ask the gentleman a 
question. I understand him to assert that this soldier was not in the 
service. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Not in the service of the United Sta,tes. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I stated that he was a member of 

a Kentucky State volunteer company. 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Very true, but he never did an y duty. The 

point is simply this, and I wish to make it clear--
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of lllinois. Will not the gentleman allow me 

the courtesy to ask him a question f 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I will in a moment, but let me make this 

remark. He was not in the service of the United States or amenable 
to the rules and regulations of war. Very true he need not have 
obeyed the order of the officer if he did not wish to do so. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of lllinois. Allow me a question now. I have 
asserted that this man was in the militia service, and a bill which 
your committee has reported recognizes the right of all militiamen 
to pensions. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. \Vbo served ·sixty dn.ys in the sf'.rvice of the 
United States f . 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. This man had six months. 
Mr. FRANKLIN. Mr. Chairman, I am not opposed to pensioning 

the disabled soldiers of onr country. I have uniformly since my en­
trance upon service in this House voted for such bills when the com­
mittee properly in charge thereof have made favorable report. A 
nation should take car~ of its defenders. When a meritorious case is 
presented, when a just appeal is made, we, the representatives of the 
people, should not hesitate to heed it. Sir, while I have the honor 
t.o occupy a seat upon this floor I shall always be willing that the 
trea.snreof the Go•ernmentshaU be·generonsly given to aid those who 
became disa,bled in the service of their connt.ry. .In all ages and in 
all climes where civilization bas had its abode the patriot who per­
iled his life in defense of the institutions of his country ha.s been · 
justly rewarded. Not only should t.he Union soldier in the late war 
be thus rewarded, but I go further and say that all the brave men 
who served in our Army during the war with Mexico should be pen­
sioned by the Government. We should not forget them in their de­
clining years. Their claims in this beha1f should be recognized. They 
have petitioned ns for years and received no favorable response. 

But, Mr. Chairman, their patriotic s~;~rvices will not be rewarded 
until the time comes when the party now in the minority in this 
Honse shall regard all sections of this country with that degree of 
justice that should be extended toward them. When that time arrives 
the Mexican war pension bill will become a law. Jt is an act.of jus­
tice long delayed. The men who by their :valor acquired the almost 
illimitable region extending from our then western border to the­
Pacific coast should have been recoanized long ago. 

I do not believe, however, that th~ ~~se under consideration pre­
sents the proper state of facts to ~ntitle it to our favorable action. 
I regret that it does not. When the distinguished ~ldier who is the­
chairman of the Committee on Pensions reports against a1lowing an 
application for a pension,. it is time for this House to consider the 
case very maturely before it acts contrary to his recommend~tion in 
the matter. He has been remarkably liberal in such cases. He ha& 
shown uniformly that he is a. friend of the soldier not only in theory,. 
bnt in fact; not merely in words, bnt in action. 
- This claimant was not in the service of his country when this 
casualty occurred. The chairman of the committee.says ·be was not~ 
The accid-ent occurred on the 4th day of July, 1865. The war closed 
in April of that year. Now, if a pension can be ..allowed this man for 
an accident which occurred in firing a salute on the 4th of July, 1865, 
why should it be denied in the case of an accident which may have­
occuned on the 4th of July, 1875 Y What state of f~Wts in the one 
case that could not exist in the other to j~tify the application T 

Something has been said to theeffeot that this militia organization 
was aiding the Army of the United States in suppressing guerrilla, 
bands. Guerrilla bands on the 4th day of July, 1865! Sir, I under­
take to say that there was not a guetrilla under arms in Kentucky in 
1865, and there was no necessity for. any such organization as this to-
suppress guerrilla bands. . 

1 
• 

The fact that the Committee on Pensions have reported against tb..iS 
bill and that there are no facts showing the case to be within any rule­
by which we should be guided, seems to me to determine what course 
should be pursued. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I understand that this man was a.-soldier in the­
militia. He was mustered into some kind of service. He was per­
forming service. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That is a fact. 
Mt. WRIGHT. Being at a certain place, be is directed by his com­

manding officer to perform a certain duty. The gentleman from Ohio­
[Mr. RICE] says it was a matier of his own volition whether he­
should obey that order or not. 

Now, here js an ignorant man, it may be supposed; perhaps with 
his mnsket in his hand. He is ordered by an officer to discharge a 
certain duty, :md in the discharge of that dnty he loses both of his 
hands. Now, if tliis is not a meritorious case for a pension, I ca.nn9t 
see what would be one. 

' I 
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Mr. FRANKLIN. It may be a. meritorious case for a gratuity, but" 
not for a pension. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I do not care what name you give it; the man was 
in service. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. The State of Kentucky might pension this 
man if it wished to. · 

Mr. WRIGHT. ;He was in the line of hlS duty; it was his duty to 
obey the order of his superior officer. 

Mr. FRANKLIN. _I will vote to give .him a certain sum.. of money 
as a gratuity or as a bonus, but not to pension biro. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Tilinois. I desire to answer the two points 
made by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. RicE.] The first point is 
one I have already discussed and which was made in the report; it 
was that because this man was not mustered into the service of the 

· United States he is not entitled to a pension. But he now seems to· 
some extent to abandon that point, anu rests his objection mainly 
upon the ground that the soldier was not wounded while the war 
was in progress. 

:Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Oh, no; not that. 
:Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Did I not understand the gentle­

man to say that he was not entitled to a pension because when this 
accident occurred the war was over 'l 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. No; but because he was never in the service 
of the United States. 

Mr. TOWNSHE!I.'D, of Illinois. I hold in my hand and have read 
to the House testimony showing his enlist.ment in the Kentucky vol­
unteer regiment and his service in aid of the Federal Army under 
command of a Federal officer, and now I will present additional testi­
mony under the seal of the State of Kentucky, which demonstrates 
the fact that this man comes 'Vithin the provisions of the bill which 
the gentleman from Ohio bas brought in here to pension soldiers of 
the Mexican and Indian wars. This man was a militiaman of the 
State of Kentucky. I have introduced evidence from his officers to 
show the· further fact that this soldier performed service under the 
direction of Federal commanders from February, 1865, until the day 
when be was disabled from all further service. 

There is one further point which I wish to make. I must express 
my surprise that the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. RICE,] who was a 
distinguished soldier in the late war, should make an unjust discrimi­
nation a~ainst militiamen who enlisted in behalf of the Union dur­
ing the late war. I am in favor of pensioning the soldiers of the 
·:Mexican war and the soldiers of the various Indian wars. But I want 
to pla,ce the soldiers who enlisted in the late war, especially so far as 
ibis question is concerned, on the same footing with soldiers of the 
other wars of this country. 

As I have already indicated, I bold in my hand here a certificate 
from the adjutant-general of t.he State of Kentucky, showmg the fact 
that this man enlisted in February and was discharged in August. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. The gentleman cannot place me at a disadvan­
tage in regard to my action here in reference to pensioning soldiers .. 
I know that what has dropped from his lips in that regard cannot be 
so construed by any member of this House or by any one else who 
knows me. The idea that I am in favor of making a discrimination 

· in regard to soldiers who have served the United States is utterly un­
founded. 

I would be ~illing to give this man a bounty or a gratuity, but he 
never was in the service of the United States; he was never mu8tered 
into the service. That is the only point. 

Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Chah·man, the remarks of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. TOWN SHrum] in regard to this bill are not based upon 
any existing law. His argument proceeds simply upon the basis of 
ihe bill now pending in this Houso providing for pensions to soldiers 
of the war wjth Mexico. The existing law on the subject of pensions 
provides that a militiaman who has been mustered and enlisted into 
"the service of the United States under an ofticer·of the United States 
may be pensioned for injuries of any kind received in the line of duty, 
'fighting against the rebels or against Indians. But it does not appear 
that this applicant was engaged in any such duty. The duty he was 
r~rforming was voluntary on his own part-patriotic, no doubt; but 
'the law does not provide that we shall pension men for patriotism 
alone. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman will allow me to 
interrupt him, for I do not think he desires to do this man injustice. 
I have read an affidavit from the officer of this man's company, show­
ing that he was in the military service of Kentucky, and that when 
be fhed tho salute he was acting in obedience of .the command of the 
'United States officer commanding that post. It was not a voluntary 
act on his part. 

Mr. RAINEY. But, Mr. Chairman, it does not appear that he was 
eithe1· enlisted or mustered into the service of the United States; 
and while he may have done what tlte gentleman states, he did not 
do it within the purview of the law. . 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. He was mustered into the State 
service. 

:Mr. RAINEY. He may have been mustered into the State service, 
Lut lw was not mustered into the service of the Unit.ed States so as 
1o uring birn nnoer the control of a United States offic~r. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of lllinois. Why, then does the gentleman 
:recognize such claims in regard to soldiers of the Mexican war i 

Mr. RAINEY. In tho e cases the services were rendered on behalf 

• 
of the United States. But this man was not, as I have said, doing 
any duty within the purview of the existing law. 

I do not know ~hether the affidavit to which the gentleman has . 
referred was in the hands of the member of the committee who h:td 
this bill in charge, but I am satisfied that this report, adverse to the 
granting of a pension, is based upon the existing law; and if the com­
mittee have been unable to grant this pension, it is attributable to 
the fact that they could not go beyond the provisions of the law as 
it now stands. 

This applicant was not in the service of the United States at the 
time in question. The·war had ended. It cannot be shown that he 
was in the service of the United States, and hence it cannot be 
proven that he is entitled to any pension. The commit tee have been 
very liberal; we have certainly stretched the law to its utmost ten­
sion in granting pensions. In rejecting this claim we acted upon 
what we deemed good and sufficient reasons. As the gentleman who 
made the report is not in the House at present, I feel it my duty to 
say that this case appears to be ruled out by a provision of section 
4693 of the Revised Statutes, defining the persons entitled as bene­
ticiaries under the pension law, which I ask the Clerk to re:td. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Third. Any person not an enlisted soldit>r in the Army. servin,. for the time 

being as a member of the militia of any State, under orders of an ° oflicer of the 
United States, or who volunteered for the rune being to ser>o with any re!!llla.rly 
organized military or naval force of the United States, or who l!)therwise o volnn· 
teered and rendered service in any engage(Dent wi<h rebels or Indian~. disabled in 
consequence of wounds or injury received in the line of duty in such temporary 
service. Bnt no claim of a State militiaman or non-enlis ted p erson, on account of 
disability from wonnds or injury received in battle with rebeL~ or I.nilians, while 
temporatily rentlering service, shall be valH unless prosecuted to a successful· 
issue prior to the 4th nay of Jnly, '1874. . 

Mr. RAINEY. I think that the Committee of the Wholo will not 
hesitate to sustain the report e~f the Committee on Invalid Pen ions. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. In reply to the gentleman from 
South Carolina [:Mr. RAIYEY] permit me to put this inquiry for the 
consideration of the House: ~uppose that a regiment of Ohio militia­
men had been to the front during the late war, and upon the eve of 
battle-before a United States mustering officer could be conven­
iently found to muster them into tbl;) United States service-had 
gone into battle in ouedience to the command of a United States offi­
cer; and suppose that one of these militiamen had been wounded 
and disabled in that engagement; is there a man upon this floor who 
would vote against granting to such a soldier a pension f This ma.u's 
case stands upon identically the same principle. He had enlisted in 
the militia of Kentucky. He had not been actually mustered into 
the United States service; but in obedience to the command of a 
United States military officer (and doubtless this soldier thought that 
if he disobeyed he would be court-martialed) he was engaged in the 
performance of a legitimate duty as a soldier when he incurred this 
disability. Sir, I submit that this claim is a meritorious one and 
should receive the sanction of Congress. 

Mr. RAINEY. In reply to the gentleman from Illinois, I will say 
that if this case had been such a one as he puts by way of illnstra­
tion, tl1e man would come within the scope and purview of the law, 
and would be entitled to a pension. But the law does not provide for 
any such case as is here presented. 

.Mr. CRITTENDEN. .There are, it seems to me, two questions pre­
sented in this case: first, was this man in the service of the United 
States; secondly, after having been mustered into the service of the 
United States (presuming that he was there) had he been mustered 
out f It is immaterial in the discussion of this cas~ whether the war 
had closed or not-

Mr. TO\VNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman will allow ml3 to 
mention that Ly the proclamation of President Johnson the war did 
not close until August, 1866, more than a year after the date of this 
occurrence. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It is immaterial whether the war had clo ed 
or not; for, as gent lemen are aware, a great many soldiers were not 
mustered out for months after the war closed. 

The next question is, (presuming, a-a has been saiu, t11at the war 
closed in April, 1865,) was this man wounded in the line of duty f 

But we deny there ever had been a declaration made by tbe Presi­
dent that the war was closed in 1865. It was decicleu by the Presi­
dent of the United States in one case that the war was closed in lt!65. 
There were declarations by the President of the United States that ~ 
war had not closed at that time in some of the insurrectionary States. 
This man may have been engaged in a Fourth of July celebration, 
and I atik those of us who were engaged on the side of the Union 
whether we did nob have ample reason for a grand celebration. The 
gentleman states that the war had closed, but I do not admit it. If 
it 4ad ueen closed then at that time we were a united people, a Union 
indivisiulo and inseparable. The President declared a state of war 
still existed in some of the insurrectionary States. If any m.t.u was 
wounded oueying the orders of 'his officer while performing. duty I 
say thero is a high obligation resting upon us to give him a pension. 
Wo ought to do it; we owe it to him. It was not for him to deter­
mine whether the order was properly given or not; it was his duty 
to obey the afficer, and while so •loing be received this wound. I hope 
this patriotic man will not be denied the pension wo owe him. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I will detain the committee but a mo­
ment. The gentleman from ~ois bas sairl; that the Committee on 
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Invalid Pensions have reported a bill in which they propoSe to pen­
aitm the militia of a State. The gentleman is altegether mist;lken. 
The committee bas never reported snch a biN.. If he had examined 
he would have discovered it referred to enlisted men and militia vol­
unteers in the naval and military service, not of a State, but of the 
United States, altogether a different thing. One was in the military 
service of the country ; one was under the command of the officers of 
lhe United States, enlisted and regularly mustered into the service of 
the United States, and the other was only in the service of Kentuck:y, 
in the volunteer service, in the militia of that State. Do you propose 
to pension every man who happened to be wounded in one of these 
volunteer companies in the different States f If you do, then it is 
right to pension this man. 

The House divided; and there w~re-ayes 85, noes 16. 
So tbe bill was laid aside to be report~d to the Honse with the 

recommendation that it be laid on the table. 
JOSEPHINE C. OWEN. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1243) for the relief of Josephine C. Owen, postmaster at Randolph, 
New York. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay, ont of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to Josephine C. Owen, postmaster at Randolph, in the 
State of New York, the sum of 815, to reimburse her for the loss of 
postage-stamps and money belonging to said post-office, which were 
stolen from the vault of the bank in 'Randolph, where they bad been 
deposited for safe-keeping, without negligence on the part of the said 
postmaster. 

The report was read, as follows : 
Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee of Claims, submitted the-following report: 
On the 7th day of May, 1875, and subsequent thereto, Mrs. Josephine C. Owen 

was postmaster at Randolph, in the State of New York. 
She kept the postage-stamps and money on hand, belonging to the office, in the 

vault of the bank of A . G. Davis, at Randolph, as the most secure place accessi­
ble to her for their aa.fe-keeping. On the evening of May 7, 1875, she placed in the 
vault of said bank a tin box containing all the money and stamps on hand be­
longing to said post-office. 
The money so placed in said vault amounted to ........................... e162 00 
The postage-stamps to .••.•.•••..••.••••••••••.•.•••.•..•...•••..••••.. _.. 653 00 

Making a.totalof .••••. -----~ ·-·- .. ----·· .••••. --·····--· ... . .. .•. . 815 00 
On the night of May 7, 1875, the said bank was entered by burglars and robbed, 

an<l the said money and stamps were stolen and carried away, and no portion of 
either has been recovered. 

Subsequently one of the burglars was captured, tried, and convicted, and sent 
to the penitentiary. 

Mrs. Owen was required to settle with the Post-@ffice Department for the loss 
so sustained, and did so out of her own funds. 

The testimony shows Mrs. Owen to be a lady of highly respectable character 
and a widow, dependent upon the salary of her office for ihe support of herself and 
children. 
It further shows that this loss sustained by her was withontcarelessness orneJ!:· 

ligence on her part, and that she exercised prudence and diligence in the proper 
care of the money and stamps in her custody as postmaster. The committee are 
therefore of the opinion that she is entitled to relief, and that she ought to be re­
imbnrsed; and for that purpose report back to the House the bill No. 1243 with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill waa laid aside to be reported to the Honse with the recom­
mendation that it do pass. 

JAMES D. HOLMAN. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. No~ 290) 

for the relief of James D. Holman. 
The bill, which was read, directs that out of any moneys in the 

Treasury not otherwise apprapriated there be paid, by the Secretary 
ef the Treasury, to James D. Holman, of Oregon, tbe snm of 25,000, 
in fnll for the value of his improvements taken by the United States 
and included within the military reservation at Cape Disappointment, 
in Washington Territory; this to be in full of all claims for compen­
sation and damages arising out of the appropriation of petitioner's 
property by the United States. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. Mr. Chairman, in this case the report 
is voluminous and will require a long time in its reading, and I sug­
gest to the gentleman having charge of the bill that he state btiefiy 
the facts involved in the case for the judgment of the committee. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. The report is quite lengthy, and if it be the 
wish of the House I will give in substance the facts involved. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I think after a brief explanation from 
the gentleman from Iowa the committee will allow the bill to be re­
ported with the recommendation that it be passed. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the Comn;tittee of 
Claims reporting this bill, I will, in accordance with the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Oregon, in a few words, state the facts of this 
case. The bill came to ns from the Senate, and the House committee 
have adopted the report of the Senate committee with an addition 
which I will read: 

For the convenience of members of the House the committee submits the follow-
ing summary of the points in this case: · 

Before February 26, 1862, James D. Holman was the owner and occupant of the 
improvements herein mentioned, having possession of the land on which they were 
situate, under what is known as the donation act. 

On February 26, 1862, the President declared a. military reservation at Fort Can­
by, which included the land upon which were Mr. Holman's improvements. 

That the Secretary of War, although often requested to, never took steps to as­
certain the value of these improvements until 1876. 

'l.'he claimant was forced by necessity to abandon these improvements, and they 
bave since been destroyed by :fire. 

VIII-84 

The evidence is conclusiv6 that' the property-thus abandoned -was fully worth 
the 25,000 named in the bill. 

On the 30th of J anuary, 1877, General Howard, comm:1nding the 
Department of the Columbia, made a fuJI report to the War Depart­
ment, and this report was again by the Secretary of War referred to 
tbe Judge-Advocate-General, who transmitted to the Secretary his 
favorable judgment. Let me read the report of Hon. G. W. McCrary, 
Secretary of War, made on April 3, 1877, indorsed on tbe reports of 
General Howard and from the Judge-Advocate-General's Office: 

WAR DEPARTitiE.NT, A.priZ 3, 1877. 
In my opinion the Oregon donation act of 1850 contemplated an appraisement of 

the value of improvement.'i while the same were in existence; and I am therefore 
unwilling at this ~t~ _day and so long after the destruction of the property to un­
dertake to ascertain Its value and orcler payment thereof. The claim for some 
amount is undoubtedly just, and it does not appear that the long delay in its pros­
ecution has been caused by the fault of the claimant, and it will therefore be re­
ferred to Con~es with a recommendation that action be had looking to its early 
settlemNlt either by a direct appropriation for its payment or a reference to the 
Court of Claims for a.dj udica.tion upon its merits and without regard to the defense 
of the statute of limitations. 

GEO. W. McCRARY, 
Secretary of War. 

In my judgment there can be no dispute in reference to these facts. 
This land belonged to Mr. Holman nnder the Oregon donation act. 
It was taken possession of by the Government, and it was not earlier 
settled by no fault of his but because of the delay in the Department. 
Through its proper officers the War Department has submitted proofs 
showing the value of the property taken was beyond that nained in 
the bill. The bill met the approval of the Senate Committee and of 
the Senate itself, and it was unanimously reported by the Committee 
of Claims to this Honse. I move it be laid aaide to be reported to 
the House. with the recommendation that the bill be passed. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was laid aside to be reported 
to the Honse with the recommendation that it do pass. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

:Here the committee informally rose ; and Mr. EDEN having taken 
the chair as Speaker pro temp01·e, a message from the Senate, by Mr. 
SYMPSON, one of its clerks, informed the Honse that the Senate bad 
pa sed a resolution, in which the concurrence of the Honse was re 
quested, for printing 1,500 extra copies of the report of Carlile P. 
Patterson, Superintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, show­
ing the progress made in said survey during the year ending June 30, 
1878, for distribution by said Superintendent. 

The message further requested the House of Representatives to re­
turn to the Senate the bill (H. R. No. 5477) to authorize the issue of 
certificates of deposit in aid of the refunding of the public debt. 

The message further announced that the Senate bad passed a bill 
(S. No. 1763) for the relief of Albert U. Wyman, late Treasurer of the 
United States; in which the concurrence of the House was requested. 

The message also announced that the Senate had pasRed, with an 
amendment in which the concurrence of the Honse was requested, 
the bill (H. R. No.1008) relating to the Cumberland Road, in the State 
of Ohio, and to authorize the same to become a free road. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 
ASA WEEKS. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3122) to compensate Asa Weeks for his labor and expenses in perfect­
ing torpedoes, torpedo machinery, and tbe art of torpedo warfare for 
the sole and exclusive benefit of the United States, and for other 
purpo es; reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs by Mr. HAR­
RIS, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HARRIS, uf Massachusetts. Since this bill was reported the 
Committee on Naval Affairs have instructed me to report as a substi­
tute therefor the bill which I now send to the desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The substitute will be read. 
The substitute was read, as follows: 

A bill to comgensate Asa Weeks for his labor and expenses in perfecting t~rpe­
t:~fit>!fili~ Umc~nstl~d the art of toq>edo warfare for the sole use and 

B~it enacted,_ d:c., That the Secretary of the ~easury be, and he hereby is, au­
thoriZed and directed to pay, out of any money m the Treaslil'Y not otherwise ap­
propriated, to Asa Weeks, as full compensation for his services, labor, and expenses 
m perf~cting torpedoes, torpedo machinery, and the system of torp~do wariarefor 
the sole use and benefit of the United States, the sum of $40,000, ~0,000 of which 
shall be prod to him when he shall in writinl! make assignment to the United States 
of all his inventions in torpedoes and in machinery for operating, controlling, ancl 
exploding torpedoes, or in any way relating to the subject of torpedo warfare, and 
shall also in writing release the United States from ai1 claim for his services and 
expenditures and for the past or future use of hissai<l inventions; and the remain­
ing $20,000 whenever the Secretary of the Navy shall certify in writing that he is 
satisfied that the locomotive or rocket torpedo, invented and devised lJy said Asa 
Weeks, is Sllccessful and of valne to the United States. And the Secretary of the 
Navy is hereby directed to cause said locomoUve or rocket torpedo to be tested 
and perfected, in such manner and at such place as he may deem prudent, having 
regard to the due protection of said invention, and he is hereby authorized to ex­
pend therefor not exceeding $5,000 out of any appropriation for torpedoes: Pro­
vided, That said Asa Weeks shall, at the request of the Secretary of the Navy, 
devote his time and labor, for a period not exceeding one year, at such place as said 
Secretary may direct, in superintending and assisting in the construction of tor­
pedoes and in experiments with and tests of the same, without any further com­
pensation than is herein provided for. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, there is in this case 
a printed report of twelve p~J.ges. It contains much matter which haa 
no especial relation to the bill under consideration. It discusses the 
question, the important question, whether th~ Gove~rneQ.t of t~f,) 
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United States ought at this time to take measures to perfect the sys­
tem of torpedo warfare. I do not, Mr. Chairman, propose to refer at 
length to that question now. I only ask to be permitted, instead of 
having this somewhat lengthy report read, to briefly call attention to 
those facts contained in the report which in the opinion of the Com­
mittee on Naval Affairs entitle Mr. Asa Weeks to the proposed com­
pensation and reward from the Government. 

During the late war the torpedo both as a weapon of defense and 
o:tfense accomplished great things, and demonstrated its power and 
prospective usefulness. It is an American production, and has been 
mainly developed by American ingenuity. In our great struggle it 
did service on both sides, and from both sides received much ingenious 
improvement. But at the close of the war torpedo warfare was known 
rather as a series of make-shifts and dangerous experiments than a 
well-understood system of warfare. 

Mr. Asa Weeks became interested in this important subject and 
devoted much time and study in preparing himself to reduce it to a 
system. Before he invented and adapted the torpedo machinery now 
made use of on the Alarm, he had devoted himself to the single 
subject of inventing the means by which vessels constructed for the 
purpose, with machinery -placed under their decks and below the 
water-line, could safely and rapidly extend out from their bows and 
sides iron bars bearing upon their ends torpedoes which could be 
exploded by electricity whilestlllattached to the bar. All inventors 
before him who had made use of the bar had thought it necessary to 
throw the torpedoes from the bar before exploding them. His idea 
was to hold them firmly in a fixed position until the explosion, and 
thus at all times have the weapon in the control of the operation. 

In the month of April, 1867, he had so far perfected his plans and 
models that he ventured to address a communication to the then Sec­
retary of the Navy, calling attention to his invention and soliciting 
the favorable consideration of the Department. 

Mr. HARTZELL. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts allow 
me to a~k him a question 'f 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. With pleasure. 
Mr. HARTZELL. Was this gentleman, Mr. Asa Weeks, in the em­

ployment of the Government while he was making these experi­
ments'f 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. He was never in the employment 
of the Government. I was intending to say, and I may as well say 
it now in answer to the gentleman from Illinois, that all the services 
he bas ever rendered from 1867 to this time have been voluntarily 
rendered; and that all the inventions and improvements which he 
has made have been given over to officers of the United States Navy 
as fast a-S made, and are now within the knowledge of officers of the 
United States Navy. 

On the 9th day of May, 1867, he received from the Secretary of the 
Navy the following communication in reply to his letter: 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washingwn, May 4,1867. 

Sm: Your letter of the 22d ultimo, to the President, has been referred by him to 
this Department. 

Ry direction of the Secretary of the Navy you are informed in reply that if a 
description or model of your invention is forwarded to this Department, it will be 
examined with reference to its adaptation to the naval service. 

Very respectfully, 

AsA WEEKS, Esq., 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

WM. FAXON, 
Assi8tant Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. Weeks immediately on receiving this reply left his home in Min­
nesota and came to Washington with his plans and modelM of torpedoes 
and torpedo boats and machinery. Having submitted his invention 
to examination by the Navy Department; a board of naval officers 
was organized to examine and report upon them. That board made 
the following report: 

ORDNANCE OFFICE, NAVY-YARD, 
Wa.shington, D. 0., July 1, 1867. 

Sm: In compliance with your order of the 28th of June last, we have carefully 
examined the working-models and drawings prepared by Mr . ..Asa Weeks, andre­
spectfulJ.y report as follows : 

His designs for controlling and operating a torpedo under water are deserving of 
consideration, and should the Department consider it expedient to make any exper­
iments with torpedoes, we would recommend that the inventions of Mr. Weeks 
be tested. 

We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
GEORGE BROWN, 

Commander, U. S. N. 

Rear-Admiral WILLIAH RADFORD, 
Comnnandant. 

R. D. EVANS, 
Lieutenant, U. S. N. 

G. R. WILSON, 
Master-Machinist. U. B. N. 

b. Jan nary 1869, having in the mean time made important changes 
and improvements, he prepared new models and plans· which be sub­
mitted to the Department. A new board was organized for their 
examination. That board also made a report which is as follows: 

ORDNANCE OFFICE, NAVY-YARD, 
Wa-shingwn, D. C. 

Sm: In obedience to an order from Admiral Radford we have examined the in­
vention presented by Mr. Asa Weeks for operating, controlling, and exploding 
torpedoes under water, and are of opinion that the prinoiplo invoh·ed therein em­
inently justifies its being kept secret, under the exclusive control of the Govern­
ment. 

The meohanicaJ a.rrangement as represented in the modol e~bitr,<l by Mr. Wee }is 

may be much improved, and therefore, if taken by the Government, we would rec­
ommend that its meohanioaJ adjustment be perfected and sufficient experiment 
made, that in the e'\'"ent of a sudden war it might be applied without delay to any 
steam-vessel. 

Very respectfully, 
K. R. BREESE~,... 

Commander, u. S. N. 
J. D. MARVIN, 

Lieutenant-Commander, U. B. N. 
G. R. WIL ON, 

Master-Machinist, U. S. N. 
Captain H. A. WISE, 

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance. 
The Department was not at that time provided with money with 

which to make the necessary experiments. And :Mr. Weeks, in the 
session of 1868, presented a memorial to Congress upon the subject of 
his inventions and asking an appropriation to test them. He exhibited 
his models and plans before the Naval Committee of the Hoose. On 
the lOth day of March that committee communicated to Mr. Weeks 
their opinion of the invention, and their conclusions as to his best 
course of action. Their.Ietter is as follows : 

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
FORTIETH CONGRESS, U~lTED RTATES QF AMERICA., 

Washington, March 10, 1868. 
SIR: The memorial in relation to your "invention for operating and controlling 

torpedoes under water," referred to the Committee on Naval Affa.irs, has been care­
fully cousidered, the models and drawings have been examined, and the percu ion 
fuse tested by mechanical and scientific experts of unquestionable -practical abil­
ity. The committee believe your methods for operating and controllin~ torpedoes 
are decided improvements upon anyth!ng that has come to their knowledge in the 
line of tot;pedo-wa.rfare. The improvement in percussion fuse is ingenious, simple, 
and effective. 

They are of opinion your inventions are valuable to the Government. But con­
sidering the present condition of the country, they do not deem it prudent to press 
the matter upon Congress at this time. They would, however, recommend that 
the invention be kept a secret for the ~resent, and in the mean time the details of 
!fbl~~rating and controlling portion o the invention be perfected as much as pos-

. F. A. PIKE. 
WM. D. KELLEY. 
G. TWICHELL. 
T. W. FERRY. 
H. H. STARKWEATHER. 
T. O. STEWART. 
C.flARLES HAIGHT. 
STEVENSON ARCHER. 
A. G. STEVENS. 

This seems to have been the unanimous recommendation of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs of this House at that period. 

Mr. Weeks obeyed the suggestions of the committee and kept at 
work constantly modifying and improving his invention and in mak­
ing such experiments with the torpedo itself as his limited means 
would allow. Nothing was done by the Government for a consider­
able period of time, but in the fall of 1869 the Nury Department 
determined to make trial and test of the invention. The Secretary 
of the Navy applied to Mr. Weeks for permission to apply his inven­
tions to a small tug-boat, called the Nina. Mr. Weeks granted the 
request and asked nothing whatever by way of compensation. He 
was also asked to give his time and attention to the work a it pro­
gressed. He did so, and assisted during the whole period of prepara­
tion, and made and furnished many plans an drawings without any 
remuneration whatever, paying all his own personal expenses. 

The Nina wa~ completed, and in January, 1870, successful and sat­
isfactory experiment was made with her at Newport, Rhode Island. 
The Secretary of the Navy, the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
other persons interested and officially connected with the Govern­
ment, witnessed the trial. ~o well was Congress satisied with the 
success so far attained that an appropriation of $8,000 was made to 
compensate Mr. Weeks for the expense incurred by him and to en­
courage him to go on and make further expenditures of time and 
money in perfecting his system. Up to that time he had received no 
compensation whatever for his years of labor and study and for money 
expended, the results of which were all in the hands of the Govern­
ment, and since that time he ha-s received no pay, although what he 
had then accomplished-is but a small part of all he has done. 

S6 satisfactory was this experiment, and so important in the esti­
mation of Congress had it become to test and develop the system of 
torpedo warfare and carry it to the highest attainable state of per­
fection, that in the session of 1871 $600,000 was appropriated to build 
and equip two torpedo vessels. One of these vessels was constructed 
under the especial supervision and direction of Admiral D. D. Porter, 
and is the vessel known as the Alarm, and is now lying at the navy­
yard h~re in Washington. She is said to be the most formidable tor­
pedo-vessel ever owned by this Government. 

After that appropriation was made it was determined to apply Mr. 
Weeks's plan to one of these vessels. Mr. Weeks was again called 
upon to devote himself to preparing new and more complete and per­
fect plans and to advise and a~ist the men employed in constrncting 
the torpedo machinery. He again placed himself voluntarily at the 
service of the Government and devoted his entire time to the work 
until the ship was finished and tested. He was here at the beck and 
call of the officers in charge of the work during all the time. 

The vessel was designed with special reference to the torpedo ma­
chinery now on board. She was built at the New York navy-yard. 
The torpedo machinery was constructed at the navy-yard in this city 
and in accordance with the plans furnished by Mr. Weeks, modifi'8d 
and improved, however, as the work went on at the suggestion of 
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Mr. Weeks and of the officers and mechanics charged with the im­
portant duty of carrying out the design. 

The vessel is of new and novel design, and is a very interesting 
object and worthy the examination of every member of this Honse. 

Like most new creations she is not without imperfections, but most 
if not all of them can be remedied even in this vessel, and may be 
wholly overcome in any hereafter built. She lacks speed, and it 
would be wisdom in Congress to make the small appropriation of 
$45,000 to provide her with more powerful engines, which have been so 
often asked for. If she is to be considered as an experimental vessel 
only, she should be put in condition to fully develop all her powers 
and to expose all her infirmities either of principle or construction. 
The report contains the following description of the Alarm : 

She is perfectly sea-worthy and safe in any weather; has many water-tip;ht com­
partments, and is so constructed that when put in flp;hting trim she sinks very 
low and presents but small surface above the water. She runs backward as fast 
as forward, and can turn completely round on her center in three and a half min­
utes. She carries one heavy fifteen-inch gun, protected by thick iron plating in 
front at her bows, and three torpedo-bars with their operating machinery under 
her deck and below the water-line. She can thrust from her long ram or prow, ex­
tendinp; far out in front of her, under water, one torvedo-bar, and another on each 
side, all of which are rapidly operated by small steam-engines adapted to the pur­
pose, or by hand. She can run out and draw in her torpedo-bars, one or all, when 
under full headway, and can discharge all her torpedoes, or either one, and her 
great gun, by electricity, at the will and touch of her commander. She can fire a 
torpedo from each bar once in t.en minutes, or even less. While it thus appears 
that the vessel itself is of peculiar and novel construction. and reflects great credit 
upon her designer, yet substantially her whole value is in her torpedo-machinery, 
although her gun might under some circumstances render aid in positions where 
she could not bring her torpedoes into use. She does not, however, po sess the 
speed required in a torpedo-vessel. Such vessel ought to be able to outrun, over­
take, and destroy a flying enemy of whatever speed. She would, however, possess 
some advantages over an ordinary vessel of war when pursued or attacked by an 
enemy of ntuch p;reater speed, for by running backwards she could keep her for­
midable gun always upon the enemy, and when he approached so near as to come 
over her forward torpedo or within striking distance of either of them she could 
instantly destroy him. 

So far as the inventions of Mr. Weeks are concerned they are an admitted 
success, and this was the main object sought. For any imperfection in the 
vessel. her want of armor, or deficiency in propulsory power, Mr. Weeks is not re­
sponsible, and they are all defects capable of being remedied in future experience. 
We here take leave of this part of Mr. Weeks's work, and beg to call attention to 
his later and perhaps even more valuable inventions, which he has produced since 
he :finished his machinery for torpedo vessels. 

I ought to say, in justice to those who designed the vessel, that 
shewasintended to be covered with iron armor, but it was not deemed 
best to go to that expense until her other qualities should be fully 
tested. She carries now a large quantity of shot ballast a.s an equiv­
alent in weight for the armor left off in her construction. 

The bill proposes to pay him 20,000 now and $20,000 upon certain 
contingencies at a future time~ and I wish to explain why that pro­
vision was made in the bill. 

When the Alarm had been completed and tested, and had been 
found to equal if not to exceed the expectations of her designers, and 
Mr. Weeks had proved himself competent to deal with this difficult 
subject, he was told by .Admiral Porter and other persons interested 
in the development of the torpedo system that he ought to go on iu 
his work and, if possible, supply other requirements of the service in 
his line, in the shape of torpedoes to be caat loose upon the water and 
carried by current or tide against an enemy or to be towed behind a 
retreating vessel for its defense. It was suggested that be would 

· confer a great benefit if he could produce a torpedo to be used offens­
ively and which could be fired from ship or shore, having great speed, 
accuracy of aim, and great range. He immediately entered upon the 
work thus laid out for him, and has spent all his time until this day in 
accomplishing the task. I presume if I should call him into the pres­
ence of this Honse and interrogate him, I could prove by him that 
even this morning he has been whittling on some device relating to 
the torpedo. The first important idea incorporated into his inven­
tions designed to accomplish these purposes is this: that a torpedo 

-need not be carried under water or sent under water in order that it 
may at the moment of attack explode under water. In other words, 
that it may move on the surface, meeting the smallest resistance, and 
yet at the moment of discharge drop to any desired depth and then 
explode. Be has, guided by this principle, devised various machines, 
which are now in the possession of the .Admiral, by which any ves­
sels, either merchant ships or ships of war, could defend themselves 
when chaBed and threatened with capture by simply launching them 
upon the water. They are cheap, portable, safe in handling and 
transportation, occupy small space, are of light weight and of trifling 
cost. The moment they should be struck by an enemy the torpedo 
would drop to the predetermined depth under water and there in­
stantly and with absolute certainty explode. He has also made 
models for improvements in what is commonly known as the spar 
torpedo, which is used from the decks of vessels, and in boats for their 
use. The boat designed by him might be riddled with shot and would 
still float. It would have to be utterly torn into fragments before it 
would wholly sink. To this class of torpedo-boats he has applied 
the same principle of carrying his torpedo above water and only drop­
ping it at the moment of exploding it. 

During the last two years he has been seeking to accomplish by 
simple and inexpensive methods thatwhichEurope is spending mill­
ions to accomplish, and to provide the ma-chinery by which this most 
dreaded engine of destruction may be used offensively and sent with 
accuracy and speed long distances and exploded on cont;wt beneath 
the veBBel struck by it. 

Gentlemen all know that the Whitehead torpedo, upon which vast 
sums of money have been expended from the trea-suries of European 
nations, is ejected or fired from vessels fitted for the purpose under 
water, and is so balanced that in its flight it maintains a given depth 
below the surface, and is so constructed that when it shall strike any 
object in -the line of its movement it will explode. No one need be 
told that it will require immense power to force such a projectile at 
great speed a long distance onder water, compared with that which 
will be required to force the same projectile the same distance and 
with the same speed on the surface. 

The result of his efforts is a cheap, simple, and effective instrument 
which is called a locomotive torpedo. I do not propose here to give 
a particular description of it; for, thus far, it has been kept secret, 
except from the .Admiral and certain frieudly officers, the Secretary of 
the Navy and the committees of Congress. The honorable Secretary 
of the Navy has witnessed some experiments made with it on a small 
scale, and referred to it as worthy of trial and perfection in his last 
annual report. This ma-chine is thought to be capable of carrying 
a torpedo upon the surface of the water at a speed of twenty-five 
miles an hour, and even more; and it can be directed wit-h accu­
racy, and when once started on its course it will keep in it, and will 
reach a long distance, and upon striking the object aimed at it will 
drop its torpedo to the depth predetermined, and there inevitably 
explode it. Whatever its value may upon fair trial prove tfl be, I 
think all will agree that it is worthy the expense of such triaL 

Mr. Weeks bas never asked a patent of the United States for any 
of these inventions. As fast as his work has been a-ccomplished he 
has placed it within the knowledge of officers of the Navy. He has 
done nothing more to protect his rights than to file caveats in tb.e 
Patent Office. In this I think he has been wise, for to patent them 
would have been to expose them to all the world-to be pJundered 
and copied. He has preferred to render this service to his country 
and to look to it for such recognition and reward as he might be 
found to merit in the opinion of Congress after full trial and experi­
ment had with his inventions. 

This man bas now been at work ten or twelve years since he first 
brought his designs to the attention of our naval authorities, with no 
other object or occupation in life than to perfect his system and in­
ventions for the use of this Government alone. I think we shall be 
doing only simple justice, perhaps hardly that, if we say that for the 
very valuable service thus far rendered be shall receive.the small 
compensation of 2,000 per year for the past ten years, which is a mod­
est salary for his time spent1 not considering the nature of his labor, 
and if we promise him that if be shall to the satisfaction of the Sec­
retary of the Navy perfect his locomotive torpedo and satisfy him of 
its practical utility, he shall be paid 20,000 more. If the invention 
shall prove in practice equal to its promise, it would be worth to the 
country and mankind many times the amount to be paid under this 
bill. Its value cannot be estimated. 

The committee have, however, bt'lieved it but just t<O the Govern­
ment tbat he should be required to give his services for another year 
at such place as the Secretary should deem proper, in assisting the 
officers and employes of the Government with his advice and expe­
rience in thoroughly testing and proving his invention. If, therefore, 
Congress shall see fit to grant the reward for part services which this 
bill contemplates, it will also secure his services for one year more, 
for which he will be entitled to receive no compensation, unless in 
the opinion of the Secretary he shall demonstrate the practical utility 
and value of the locomotive torpedo, which, if valuable at all, must 
be worth va-stJy more than the sum to be paid. No safer terms for 
the Government can well be devised. 

Mr. Chairman, I have said more upon this subject tha,.n perhaps I 
ought to have said. In closing I cannot fail to remind this House 
that the Navy of the United States is not now in condition for offen­
sive warfare, and that it cannot be ma-de so without much time and 
the expenditure of untold millions of dollars. .A.y more, it is not in 
a satisfactory condition for defensive warfare if it is to rely upon its 
ships and guns alone. 

Sir, we ought to put ourselves in a condition to defend our ports 
and harbors from invasion by any foreign navy. We ca.n contribute 
greatly to that object if we will make the comparatively small ex­
penditure which may be required to develop the torpedo to its fullest 
capacity, and to fully perfect the system of torpedo warfare. I leave 
the subject for the action of the Committee of the Whole. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

.JOHN T. ARMSTRONG. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bjll (H. R. No. 
3285) for the relief of John T . .Armstrong, of Virginia; reported from 
the Committee on War Claims by Mr. SHELLEY. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Joh11 T. 
.Armstrong, of Fairfax County, Virginia, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 1,840, in full satis­
faction of his claim for rent of wharf in the city of .Alexandria, Vir­
ginia, during the late war. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let the report be read. 
The report was read, as follows : 
The Committee on War Claims, to whom waa referred the bill (1!. R. No. 3285) 

for the relief of John T. Armstrong, of Alexandria, report: 
That John T. Armstrong ha& boon a resident of A)e;a,IJ~ V~a1 to+ many 
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years, and adhered. to the. Government of tbe United States as a trl!-e and loyal citi­
zen during t.he entire penod of tbe late war, as well as bPfore and Since; that at the 
commencement of the late war.said .A..rynstrong was th.e "leaseh~ld owner" of a cer­
tain wharf and appurtenancesm the City of .Alexandna ; tbatsSJ.d wharfwasta.ken 
po session of by oflicrus of tbe United States Go~ernment on or about the 1st day 
of June, 1E63, and was held and used at intervals by the military authorities of the 
Government for Government purposes fm· tbe ~>pace of twenty·tbree months; that 
i t was perhaps entirely necessary at t~e time that said property sho~<l be ta~en 
posse sion ot by the GoTernment~ 1ut It was well understood by the officers acting 
on bthalf of tlie Government, as well as said Armstrong, that the latter should be 
:paid a reasonable compensation for the use of the property; tbat at the time the 
Government was using said wharf the said .Armstrong was paying rent for the 
same to the owners thereof in fee, and that no compensation whatever has been 
made to said Armstrong for or on account of said property; that just _prior to the 
occupancy of saill wharf by Quartermaster Ferguson, in behalf of the Government 
of the United States, said Armstrong bad expended a considerable sum of money to 
pnt the property in r epair, and that it was in good repair when taken possession of 
by the United tates officers, an1l Jlroved of great vame to the Quartermaster 's De­
partment of the United States .Army; that it appears by testimony that said .Arm· 
strong notified more than one Government oflicw.l that he desired possession of his 
property during its occupancy as aforesaid, and that in lieu thereof he would de­
mand ioo per month for the use and occupation thereof; that it appears that said 
property was worth, during the oCCUJ?aDCy aforesaid by the Government, from $80 
to $100 p r month ~ that on account of rrregularities of the quartermaster SJ.td others 
who occupied saiu pmperty, payment was not made to said .Armstrong for the 
same; that the Go'" ernment authorities occupied said wharf from June 1, 1863, to 
March 4, 1864, and from June 1, 1864, to Maroh 4, 1865, and from June 1, 1865, to 
November 1, 1865, making in all a period of twenty-three months, for which said 
space of twenty-three months your oommitt~ think that Mr . .Armstrong should 
bo paid at the rate of $80 per month, making the sum of 11,840, and report a bill for 
that amount with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, it d:oes not appear 
fr~m the report that this properly wa..s taken possession of a. nd used 
by the Government in pursuance of any contract, although I was 
informed from some source that there was a contract. This case 
does not Reem to be distinguished in any respect from the claim that 
was presented here in behalf of the theological s~minary a~ the 
same pla-ce. I do not know anything about the loyalty of :Mr. Arm­
strong. I have no information as to that. No evidence on that point, 
as I understand, is referred to in the report. I would like very much 
to know why this claim was not presented before the southern 
claims commission. 

Mr. BUTLER. It could not be. 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Why not f 
Mr. BUTLER. Because that commission cannot pay claims for 

rent. · 
Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Well, there is a claim here for 

damage done to the property; a part of the claim is predicated upon 
such damaue. 

Mr. SHELLEY. There is no claim for damages to the property. 
Mr. WHITE, uf Pennsylvania. It is so recited in the report. 
Mr. SHELLEY . . It is recited that the property was used and dam­

aged ; but the claim is only for the rental. The property was taken 
possession of by United States officers who wore authorized to take 
property and make contracts. 

Mr. WHITE, ofPennsylvania. Why, then, was there not a contract 
made between the quarterma-ster and the owner of the property f 

Mr. SHELLEY. There is no evidence that the quartermaster 
waited for a coRtract to be made. He took possession of the prop­
erty without stopping to contract for it. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Well, Mr. Chairman, I am opposed 
to the claim. This is the year 1879; this property seems to have 
been used by the United States Government in 1862 and 1863. The 
Departments have ever since peen open and Congress has been in 
session from time to time so that these parties might have made 
application for compensation. On the ground that this is a stale 
claim and that there is no evidence showing the circumstances did 
not permit the making of a contract before the property was taken, 
I am opposeu to the allowance of the claim at this late day. 

Mr. SHELLEY. Mr. Chairman, this claim soon after the war was 
presented to the Quartermaster-General's De~artment, and was not 
paid because that Department had no authonty to pay this class of 
claims. It was not a claim coming within the jurisdiction of the 
southern claims commission. The property was taken possession of 
by the Federal officers, and used as stated in the report for the benefit 
of the Government. Frequently during its occupancy by the Gov­
ernment, Mr. Armstrong, the owner, demanded the return of his 
property, which was refllSed. 

There is sufficient evidence among the papers to convince even the 
most skeptical of Mr. Armstrong's loyalty. He is a man advanced in 
years-perhaps sixty-eight or seventy years of age. He has been all 
the while an active adherent of the Union. He did everything he 
could during the war to aid the Federal forces. He sympathized 
with every movement of the Union armies. He furnished this property 
for the use of the Government, and while the Government was occu­
pyin~ it he regularly paid his rent to the owner from whom he lea-sed 
it. He had just re-paired it a few days before it was taken possession 
o~ by the Feueral Government. It was understood, and the evidence 
indicates, that the Quartermaster's Department inteuded to pay for 
the use of the property, but on account of some irregularities of the 
quartermaster who had im,mediate supervision of the matter it was 
not paid for during the war. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pepnsylvania. What wn.s the evidence of thatf 
Will my friend explain T 

Mr. SHELLEY. I refer to the evidence of various officers; I do 
not remember ~h~ir pf!>mes · I !J.~v~ no~ the paper§ with me ; but the 

evidence is sufficient to show that this man has been entirely loyal, 
and that on account of some irregularities Quartermaster Ferguson 
failed to pay the amount which he expected to pay at the time. Thus 
the claim, went over until it was barred; and as it did not come within 
the jurisdiction of the southern claims commission it has been brought 
here, supported by evidence proving that the cl::l.im is a just one and 
that the claimant is loyal. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I will remark here, if the gentle­
man wiH allow me, that I was called upon, as many of 118 are called 
upon, by a person who spoke of this claim. I listened to the state­
ment. I was informed by that person that there was a contract ante­
cedent to the taking possession of the property by the United States 
Government, and furthermore that the Government had actually paid 
five months' rentalfor this property. Now I find nothing of that kind 
stated in the report, a circumstance which raises my suspicion against 
the validity of the claim. 

Mr. SHELLEY. The contract on which rent was paid was prior 
to the time now in question; settlement upon that contract was made 
in full. Afterward the property was again taken possession of. There 
is no evidence among the papers showing that original contract. 

Mr. Chairman, this is classed among war claims; but it is as just 
a claim as any that can be made agaiDBt the Government. The evi­
dence shows conclusively that the Government had the use of this 
pr(')perty. It also shows beyond question that Mr. Armstrong was a 
loyal man. He lives within the shadow of this Cap:itol. He wa..s 
true to the Union cause all the while. He contributed as much in a 
private way for the relief of Federal soldiers who were sick and 
wounded as many men in more northern States. I think this is a jliBt 
claim and should be paid. I do not believe the prejudice surround­
ing war claims ought to attach to this one. I hope gentlemen will 
not allow their prejudice to influence them in their action, but look­
ing at the facts of the case will let it stand upon its merits. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. Chairman, I have sought this opportunity to 
address a few words to the committee on the subject of war claims. 
I have taken this opportunity becallSe I believe this claim before us 
to be as good a claim of its class as could be presented. I am not 
opposing it on the ground of any laches of the petitioner, or that he 
was not loyal, or that the United States had not the use of the prop­
erty, having taken possessi<m of it, but becallSe of its war-power 
character. It is a claim for rent of property llSed by the United 
States Army during the war for warlike purposes in what was enemy 
territory by proclamation of the President. And I am not going to 
speak on this matter with any prejudice, for I have none, but simply 
to put before the HollSe and the country my views upon all such 
classes of war claims. 

And I desire to speak to my friends en the other side of the Hall 
rather than to my friends on this side. 

So long as war claims are presented for damages done by the war, 
so long the wounds of the war will be kept open, and so long there 
will be misunderstanding between the several sections of the {Jnion. 
My friends on the other side desire "by-gones to be by-gones," and we 
shall forget all about the war as soon as we can. That is desirable on 
the part of the North, except there is one thing which we never can 
or will forget and which they will never ask us to forget, the valor and 
patriotism of the soldiers who fought. for the Union in the hour of 
direst trial. And on the other band we will never forget the bravery­
and earnestness and I may say loyalty to their cause of those who 
fought against us in the cause they espoused. Our land is dotted all 
over with the graves of our honored soldier dead, for which we claim 
no rent of the United States although they are so occupied by the 
misfortll1leS of war. Cha.mbersburgh, many parts of Pennsylvania, 
suffered damage by the occupation, and rightful occupation as a war 
measure, by the confederate troops. We occupied rightfully, also, many 
portions of the belligerent territory, and while occupying them the 
owners suffered losses. I think those losses should lie where they 
fell. 

If there is any claim for rent for the occupation by the United 
States troops of this piece of ground, (and I agree with my friend, 
the chairman of the committee who reported it, it is one of the fairest 
and best of these claims,) why, then, we ought to pay rent wherever 
we occupied any portions of territory for military purposes. The 
next case, or tho next but one on our Private Calendar, is for the oc­
cupation and encampment. of the United States Army on the planta­
tion of a lady who seems to have been meritoriollS so far as merit 
can come in. We most on like principle pay for that. 

There are but three c'1asses of claims arising out of the war for 
'destroyed, captured, or occupied property which ought in my judg­
ment ever to be brought before this House on either side. I voted 
for William and Mary College relief bill. I should have voted if I 
had been present, I think, for the Theological Seminary relief bill, 
because it was my rule as a commander of the U ni.ted States forces in 
the war not to make war upon eleemosynary, educational, or religions 
illStit.ntions. And where it became necessary to occupy their property 
I aJ ways took care, so far as I could, the least possible damage should 
be done, and generally Lo remunerate upon the spot. And to the hos­
pitals of the South, to the Hotel Dieu of New Orleans, I gave active 
suppor.t by contributions from my civil fund during the time I wa-s 
in command.. Civilized war never ought to be made on religious, 
educational, or charitable institutions. I shall always when I have 
a vote continue to vote for the fair remuneration of what such 
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institutions in our l::tte war have. lost. War should pass them un-
scathed. • 

There is another class, and that is the claims on the "cotton fund," 
which stand on a different ground. That fund was by law expressly 
set apart for those who had a right to the property which was cap­
tured or taken and sold, the proceeds of which compose it. That was 
done by the la.w initiating it. The property was declared to be held 
in trust, and I hold that Congress has no duty toward that fnnd ex­
cept to see to it that the owners of such property claimed have a fair 
heaTing before some tribunal to ascertain up to the extent of the fund 
who are. properly and justly entitled to -portions of it. And, there­
fore, I should vote, as I think I have ever voted, to send all that class 
of claims to the Court of Claims to be adjudicated under a general 
law, and not to put a statute of limitations upon those claims, because 
there should be no statute of limitations on trusts except in cases of 
such gross negligence in prosecution which amounts to fraud. 

There is still a third class of claims, the claims of States for war 
expendituTes1 which would affect theN orth nmch more than the South; 
I mean the claim of the States to be reimbursed by the General Gov­
ernment for raising and equipping troops and acting in the common 
defense. 

Our revolutionary fathers set us the example, and in the infancy 
of the Republic took upon themselves all the claims of the States for 
raising and equip {ling troops; and so we ought to take upon ourselves, 
if this war was prosecuted for the safety of the nation, all those 
claims. All claims for what was done by States against the United 
States are cut out by constitutional amendments. 

With the exception of those three classes of claims, I would sug­
gest to everybody that all others be dropped. Loyal men, I agree, 
were injured by the war and its operations in the South; so they 
were in the North. Loyal men made losses in the South; so we ~d 
in the North to the amount of untold millions. Loyal men and women 
in the South suffered hardships and sorrows, and so in the North did 
the men, ay, and the women, who mourned their first-born de.ad. It 
was grievous for both sections; and we ought to be content, now we 
have come together, with the fact that because of all this we have a 
country and a Government so great1 so beneficent, so powerful, hold­
ing the mutual respect of all its citizens one for the other, worth all 
it cost, even if at so terrible and dread a price. 

But that we should have the bad blood stirred, and old memories 
revived, and old sores opened, and old contentions renewed in this 
House over this class of claims, for matters which should be so far 
by-gone on the one side as much as the grave of a soldier on both 
sides is by-gone forever, I deprecate 'with every thought of patriot­
ism, every inspiration of judgment, and every hope of my country 
that throbs within my heart. 

Wby should these claims be pressed upon the country f Why should 
gentlemen on the other side press them It is certainly magnani­
mous in most cases that they do so, because they have to come in and 
say, as my friend who reported this bill from the Committee on War 
Claims says, this petitioner was against us; this man was not on our 
side; this man waa opposed to the prevailing, ay, what seemed at 
that time to us the almost unanimous sentiment of the people of his 
vicinity and his State and his section; and you now come here and 
ask pay for his loss, although he wa-s against you. This claim of 
loyalty to the Union makes some appeal to our feeling toward men 
who stood up in the South against their neighbors for us. Bu1;i for 
every one-I put it to your judgment and consciences-f-Or every one 
there who was actually with the North in the war and comes now 
with his claim before Congress, there are dozens, if not hundreds, that 
were actually not with us, but who are now able to prove what they 
call loyalty by proof of conduct largely arising from inaction or cow­
ardice. That is, they did nothing for the South, and therefore they 
claim now they were loyal to the North. Why, sir, if I believed the 
evidence by which loyalty is now proved at the South for all these 
claimants, I would be obliged to ask, where did the armies come 
from that we met in the field f How were they recruited f How was 
it that with the conscription necessarily enforced as strong a-s ever 
was made by any government on earth, bringing into these armies 
every able-bodied man, and men that were not able-bodied coming 
out and volunteering-for I met around Richmond old men tottering 
with a load of years, with guns on their shoulders, defending what 
they believed to be right; and I found in Petersburgh battalions of 
boys from fourteen to sixteen standing in the trenches-how, that 
being the condition of affairs in the war, with everybody against us, 
how does it turn out now that everybody who lost a dollar was for 
us f What do you of the South care about these men f 

:Mr. GOODE. We care nothing about them at all. 
:Mr. BUTLER. What is there to commend their claims for losses 

over the losses of other loyal men in the North f Were they ever so 
loyal, they were no more loyal than the mother of seven sons who 
sent them all to the battle-field, and but two of whom returned, 
maimed, to her home in the North. And is there anything more 
precious than the blood of that mother's sons t Does she ask Con­
_gress for pay for it f But if she bears her loss uncomplainingly and 
under no law can make a claim against the United States, is ·every 
man whose land was fought upon or who lost a mule, or a pig, or a 
chicken in the South to come here andpnt forward his claim forpn.y­
ment f The true men of the South do not do it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And will not do it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I accept the addition. They neither could nor ought. 
And I ask if loyal men of the Sooth cannot a.fl'ord to lose their chick­
ens without being paid for them, when the loyal men and women of 
the North gave their sons for the country. 

Now, under the state of mutual losses to save the nation-and I 
speak in sober seriousness, not upon the question of paying this sum 
of $1,800, but upon the great principle involved, where there is no 
question to stir our blood or embitter our feeling, but where it can be 
considered with cool judgment and enlightened conscience-! ask is 
it not best here to pause and make a precedent and say, this the last 
disturbing element which brings up bad blood between the sections 
had better be obliterated and wiped away for ever f 

Is it not best for us all, best for the country, best for the North, 
best for the South, the East, and the West f We of the North will 
let the green sod grow over the graves of our brothers and sons 
to cover them with its vernal beauty, if you will let the same green 
sod grow over the mounds and fortifications and broken soil of the 
Sooth without asking pay for the occupation of that soil while 
we were digging trenches and rifle-pits with which to carry on the 
war. Let the same green graas cover it all, both North and Sooth, 
and commit all such reminders · to the amnesty, the forgetfulness 
which is the meaning of the Greek word amnestia, that forgetfulness 
which we all desire to reach to be a united country without an un­
kindly thought of the dead past. When we do that we shall have 
taken away the last thing that I know of that need remind us of 
the war; the laat question whereon the gentleman who reported this 
bill can find it necessary to deprecate a feeling of hostility and aak 
us to lay aside our prejudices. 

' I n.m content that the cotton fund, which was gathered for its own­
ers in trust, shall be ~d out. I am content th'at the eleemosynary, 
educational, and religious institutions shall be put back on their feet 
by remuneration oj. their losses by the General Government; for war 

· never ought to have rea~hed them, although it was a necessity in 
many instances and we ought to make good that necessity. 

The charitable institutions are to take care hereafter of the sick, 
aged, and decrepit according to the beneficence oi their founders; the 
educational are hereafter to teach the youth of our country, of which 
they are a part, their duties as patriots; and the religious are •-0 lead 
the young and the old, each and all, from earth to Heaven. War should 
not interi'ere with such duties and objects. I am willing also that 
the States shall be put upon the same ground that our fathers put 
them in the war of the Revolution by assuming all their debts for 
raising and recruiting troops and aiding in the common defense. Be­
sides these let us hear of no claims arising out of the war, except the 
claims o.f maimed and disablelf soldiers who fought it. Let me also 
say to you, my friends, that with such action on the part of the people 
of the South all the wounds of the war may be healed; we can come 
together as brothers, all sectional differences and bitterness arising 
out of our late strife will pass away as O'\ll' children take our places 
with reverence for our institutions, with love of country, with ven­
eration fer its flag as the symbol of its power and glory . .A.nd in a 
time not far distant the magnanimity of the people of the North, 
coupled with the admiration of the whole country for the steadfast­
ness and valor with which they fought, will cause the Government 
to ta.ke charge of the maimed and disabled soldiers of the southern 
army,moved becauseofthosegreatqnalitiesalonewhichhave brought 
so high renown in all countries to the name of the American soldier, 
the influence of which shall secure to our country peace forever. 

Rem em bering only all tliese we may well forget the mistaken teach­
ings and judgment which led them to espouse the cause for which 
they fought. · 

But this so desirable a bond between us can never be had until we can 
wholly obliterate these little matters of irritation from c1aims for petty 
losses which never come before us save they bring with them dissen­
si-Ons and bitterness, perpetuating feelings of differences and sever­
ance, while they are so insignificant in themselves that properly con­
templated they can only be described as a claim after the Revolution 
w3ts characterized by the great orator oi the South, Patrick Henry, 
when he painted the claim of a litigant, w the cry of "Beef! beef! beef!" 
heard over the din of battle in which the liberties of the country 
hung upon the determination of the sword. If we can put aside 
these claims by unanimity of action we shall not be called upon to 
waste our time, which ought to be most sedulously devoted to the 
consideration of the great financial and industrial questions so neces­
sary to be acted upon in the intere~ts of all parts of the country, and 
t-he great questions of internal improvements so much needed to be 
fostered by the Government for the benefit of the South, in which 
each and every citizen is so much interested. Then, too, our elections, 
State and national, will not turn upon questions of the dead past, 
but upon those that concern the present and the immediate future. 
Can we not all unite in thls action so that the questions of the pay­
ment of southern or northern claims arising out of the war may pass 
away foreverf 

The claim before us has not been paid because there is on the stat­
ute-book an inhibition against the paytnent of rent for the occupation 
of any belligerent territory by our Armies. May it not be well to let 
that statute always remain unrepealed in who]e or in partT Or, to 
legislate by general laws that either none or all of such class of claims 
may be paid l I do not now speak of claims arising out of contract, 
but only claims arising from acts of war. Where contracts were ma.de 
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for supplies :furnished, the Government is bound by them. Where war 
caused loss, no government on earth has ever remunerated its citizens. 

Mr. CONGER obtained the floor. 
Mr. SHELLEY. I believe I am entitled to the floor. 
The CHAIRMAN. Had not the gentleman from Alabama yielded 

the floorf 
Mr. SHELLEY. I yielded it temporarily to the gentleman from 

Massachusetts. I have not yielded it to anybody else. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 

Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] 
Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, I seek to ascertain before I go on 

whether the gentleman in charge of this bill or any other gentleman 
upon the other side of the House or all the gentlemen upon the other 
side of the House will respond affirmatively to the touching appeal 
of my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] to withdraw this 
bill and all bills of this class now and for the future from the consid­
eration of the Honse and the committee. 

No gentleman rises to respond; no gentleman accepts the proposi­
tion. We are not informed, we are not assured that this bill will be 
withdrawn. We are not assured that other bills will not be pressed. 
I bad hoped to hear that assurance from the other side of the House. 

Mr. CL fliER. You did not give them the chance. 
Mr. CONGER. Now,! am not disposed todissentfrommanyof the 

propositions presented by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
BUTLER,] but I cannot agree with him that the cotton fnl?.d, covered 
by the laws of the United States into the Treasury and made a part 
of the money belonging to the people of the United States, is held a-s 
a fund to repay cotton claims. I do not believe that many men upon 
this side of the House will allow that the gentleman from Massachu­
setts has spoken their sentiments upon that subject. 

We have lately made a decision in this House by an overwhelm­
ing majority of men of both parties that we will not repay the edu­
cational, charitable, antl religious institutions for the damages which 
they have sustained during the war. That record has been made up 
by the votes of men here present in this House of both political 
parties, and, in my judgment, no decision of this House was ever 
more fully sanctioned by the American people in all parts of the 
country than the decision in regard to William and Mary College 
and to the claim of the Fairfax Seminary. 

I dislike, as I have said before, to oppose cases which have apparent 
fairness upon them. I admit that this case comes very near to a case 
which we might act upon favorably without violating the previous 
decision of the Honse, the law of the land, and the rules of war; but 
I cannot forget, sir, and none of us can forget, that Alexandria was 
a hostile city; that it was the hea-dquarters of hostile operations 
against this metropolis and against the Government. I cannot for­
get, sir, that in the silent hours of the night the troops of the United 
States, with muffled drums, silently marched across Long Bridge from 
this capital in silence and took possession of all Alexandria, with all 
its streets, with all it·S buildings, with all its wards and its river-fronts 
as an act of war by conquest. 

Oh, sir, if the principle upon which this bill is based, the principle 
upon which this money is asked to be paid, is a correct one, then it 
was the duty of our soldiers, when they marched in the dead of night 
across Long Bridge, to have been followed, ay, to have been preceded, 
by wagons loaded with sp"me, so that when they met the enemy 
they might ask them what buildings they wanted pay for before 
they should dare to set the feet of our soldiers within them; to ask 
the enemy, ready to destroy our troops, how much we mnst pay them 
before we dared march across their lands or on their soil ; to ask these 

·owners of wharves how much we must pay them before we brought 
our vessels up to them, carrying troops there to support the few who 
had gone forward to occupy that very hostile city, Alexandria. 

More than that, if this bill be correct in principle, it was the duty 
of the officers commanding that force to pay rent for every particle 
of ground we occupied and for every building as fast as it was oc­
cupied. 

Now, what does this report say of this claim t The best that it can 
say of it is that there was no contract for rent. The best that can be 
said of it is that the Government continuously through four years, 
while it had occupation, refllsed to pay any rent. The best that can 
be said of it is that through irregularities of onr quartermaster­
that is what the report says-through irregularities of our quarter­
master the owner of these wharves failed to receive payment for their 
occupation by our forces. 

Sir, there were irregularities of quartermasters; there were irregu­
larities of committees of this House; there were irregularities of Con­
gress and of statutes running all through these transactions that have 
heretofore prevented millions of dolla.rs of this class of claims from 
being paid. And the people of the United States demand that these 
irregularities shall be continued and that Congress itself shall not lay 
these rules aside. 

There was no contract for payment. The Government, when it 
took possession of Alexandria., had the right to say that no man should 
come into that city; that no man should go out of that city; that no 
wharf should receive upon it any goods or merchandise, or anything 
from which profits could be made; that no vessel should touch at the 
wharves or the docks during all those four years. It had the right to 
render all that property utterly and absolutely worthless to its own­
ers i it had the right to destroy that property. Those were rights 

under the rules and laws of war .• But the Government kept the prop­
erty, preserved it, used it. And now, years and years after, there 
comes a demand for the payment of rent for it, with no possible claim 
that there was any contract for such purpose. 

I have advocated, and the laws of the United States enacted by 
Congress after Congress have established, the right of loyal citizens of 
the South to be paid for supplies furnished by them for the Army, for 
bread :furnished to our soldiers, for corn and provender furnished for 
our cavalry and team horses and mules. The Government of the 
United States through this Congress has continually and repeatedly 
declared that it will pay for supplies for the soldiers of our Army and 
for the Army actually furnished by those who were loyal in fact. 
That is as far as this Government has ever gone. I trust in God that 
it is as far as any Congress of the United States ever will go. 

This claim does not come within that rule in any particular what­
ever. It has not a contract behind it which places this Government 
under any obligation whatever to pay. And if gentlemen refuse the 
touching appeal of my friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. BUTLER,] then 
let this claim go down with the thousands and tens of thousands of 
ca..ses of injury, of loss, of damage that occurred during the war, and 
be forgotten. 

I do not wonder that one who may look forward to the support of 
his brethren in the South in the future, who may look forward to the 
day when he shall rally around him you gentlemen of the South for 
support politically, is willing to forget and forgive. For me it is 
enough that performing what I believe to be a duty here, a-dhering 
to the decisions of all the former Congresses since the war, to try as 
far as I can to hold our legislation within those safe and secure rules 
which have heretofore been adopted and which the people of the 
United States have approved heretofore and do still approve. 

It is for that reason that I oppose the passage of all these bills for 
paying southern war claims which are not for supplies to the Army. It 
is for this reason that I oppose the opening of the door to this or any 
other class of claims which would be used as precedents for every suc­
ceeding claim that might be brought forward. 

Mr. SHELLEY. In advocating the payment of this claim I do not 
wish to be understood as being in favor of the payment of war claims. 
I wish most heartily that there could be some disposition made of all 
these claims that would relieve Congress from their consideration. I 
have no sympathy with them. 

There are no confederates here presenting claims against the Gov­
ernment. In the State of Alabama I do not think there are twenty 
claims, and I certainly would not vote for the payment of a claim 
originating in Alabama when the claimant could prove his loyalty. 

But this claim originated here in sight of the Capitol, in territory 
that was constantly occupied by the Federal forces from the begin­
ning to the close of the war. It is a claim for property that was held 
and controlled by a man advanced in years, a conscientious and loyal 
adherent of the Union cause, a man who has proved his loyalty to 
the satisfaction of the entire committee. His claim was reported 
favorably in the Forty-fourth Congress, and was again referred to 
the committee of the Forty-fifth Congress and has received the unani­
mous report of that committee in its favor. There is nothing about 
it that is calculated in any way to engender bad feeling, to revive 
old wounds, or reopen old sores. I wish that cases of this kind could 
all be taken out of Congress and referred to some more appropriate 
tribunal. 

But, sir, this claim was referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and as a conscientious Representative of the people I was compelled 
to report in favor of its payment, because I believed from the evi­
dence that the claim was just-not because I have any sympathy 
with this class of claims. On the contrary, I am rather prejudiced 
against them. But this claim has all the elements of merit, all the 
elements of equity. It is just as valid a claim against the Govern­
ment as any bond now held by any bondholder of the United States. 
The evidence in support of the claim is ample, and therefore I hope 
that the bill will be passed. 

If any member will suggest some means of relieving Congress from 
the consideration of this class of claims I will vote for it most 
heartily. I will vote for any measure that will relieve Congress and 
the country from the consideration of these claims in this way. 

Mr. TIPTON. I would like to ask the gentleman one question. 
If there is no liability on the part of the General Government after 
the ordinances of secession for damages because of the ravages of war, 
then ought this bill to pass f 

Mr. SHELLEY. I think it ought. 
Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Chairman, before the vote is taken on this bill I 

would like to say a word in reply to what fell from the lips of the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] I wish to say to him that 
had he waited one moment he would ·have had a reply expressing, I 
think, the sentiments of at least ·the southern members on this side of 
the Hall. The gentleman is always too fast. 

Mr. Chairman, speaking now for myself only, I will say that the gen­
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] uttered my sentiments ex­
actly. I am opposed to all these so-called" southern war claims." For 
an examination of them I refer the gentleman from .Michigan to the 
RECORD containing a speech made on this floor during last session by 
the gentleman from Indianapolis, [Mr. HANNA.] An examination of 
that speech will show that one-tenth of all these claims presented 
here have come from republicans, and that forty-nine out of four 
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hundred of the claimants are men living north of Washington City. 
Yet they are all scheduled under the title of "southern war_claims." 

Mr. Chairman, no man who was true to the confederacy, whether 
he bore arms or not, :will ever be found presenting a claim upon this 
floor against the Government for damages sustained during the war. 
There is something left within the breast of a confederate that tells 
him he would at least compromise his honor if he were to come and 
ask payment for damages done during that conflict, after he had 
risked not only his property but his life in defense of what he be-
lieved to be right and just. -

.Mr. HANNA. If so, why was it, at the last session, when we pro­
posed to amend the Constitution so as to bar these claims forever, 
that sixty-one southern Representatives voted against the adoption 
of that amendment f 

Mr. AIKEN. In reply to that I will say the gentleman must re­
member that every claim presented here as a southern war claim 
come"s upon the p1-ima facie evidence that the claimant is a loyal cit­
izen; and, sir, this is no court before which questions of that kind 
can be tried. If it were, I venture the assertion that evidence could 
be brought to convince the jury that the claimant was loyal at some 
time or other to t.he Confederate States. Hence I am opposed to 
bringing any southern claim to Congress from the simple fact that 
we cannot have both sides of the question tested. 

I am glad to know that there is liberality enough on the other side 
of the House to vote for reimbursement to eleemosynary, religious, 
or educational institutions that were damaged in the South during 
the war. For one, my independence will not allow me to vote even 
for them. I think that we should go back to :first principles; that 
we should go to work and rebuild such institutions ourselves. We 
risked everything of that kind during the war. We have no favors 
t.o ask of those who whipped us. We have acknowledged that we 
were overpowered, and we are willing to come back and do our best 
for the Union. Sir, I do honestly believe that to-day the Treasury 
of the Government of the United States would be safer in the hands 
of the men who defended the confederacy than it is in the hands of 
the men who now control it. [Laughter on the republican side.] I 
believe that if the Southern States had been represented here in 1871 
and 1872 and 1873 as they are represented to-day, there would be no 
such cry as that $100,000,000 had been taken out of the Treasury to 
pay " southern war claims." 

For, sir, judging these claimants by the few whom I have met in my 
State, a grander set of villains never drew a dollar out of the Treas­
ury than-the loyal men to whom money was paid when we were not 
here to say they should not be paid. Sir, my litt1e State was then 
represented by men-I do not know where they are now; God knows. 
They went, I suppose, wheretheycamefrom, Llanghterandapplause ]­
who were never South Carolinians, and yet they sat here and voted 
for the claims of men who never had a just title to a dollar then in the 
Treasury. If our States all over the South had been properly repre­
sented, not a dollar of that money would have been paid. 

As I said in the outset, I have spoken my own sentiments. Whether 
I am speaking those of any other southern man here I do not know, 
but I believe they are the sentiments of my entire State. I care not 
what the prejudices of the people abroad may be for that State be­
cause of its rebellions proclivities heretofore, we are to-day strong and 
united in the defense of this Government. I claim as their represent­
ative to be as :firm in the defense of this Union and its flag as any 
man coming from the most loyal State in the Union, I care not whether 
it be in New England or in the Northwest. We are here to-day, those 
of us who truly represent that little State, to protect the Treasury, and 
I say the best way to protect it, so far as these claims are concerned, 
is to drive every one of them from the Halls of Congress. [Applause.] 

Mr. KEIFER. I do not rise at this late hour of the day for the 
purpose of going generaUy into the question of war claims. We can 
hang as many speeches as we choose on that question; and it seems 
to me each succeeding day this question is up we get some new views. 
In this we are either taking better or worse ground than we have 
held to in the past. But let me say, if I understood the gentleman 
from Massachusetts rightly (and I tried to listen to him carefully) 
we are to understand his position to be this: that notwithstanding 
the fact a loyal claimant may come here from the South with a mer­
itorious claim he is not to be paid, and a disloyal claimant is also not 
to be paid; and that if we will enter into some sort of arrangement 
of that kind, drawing no distinctions between loyalty and disloyalty 
on this floor, there may be such a change of sentiment in the North 
that before a great while the country will be prepared to pension the 
confederate soldier. If that is the position of the gentleman, and if 
it is not the gentleman is certainly entitled to correct it now-.-

Mr. BUTLER. I never require, if my friend will allow me, neces­
sity for the correction of what I have said. I repeat that, whenever 
the question of the depletion of the Treasury by claims of any body 
is put, I think the pity or the humanity of the North will take care 
of the maimed men of the war; and if you want to know, I say that 
I see no more rea-son why a confederate soldier, maimed and crippled 
in the honest discharge of what he considered to be his duty, should 
not be pensjoned than why a confederate soldier who honestly be­
lieved he was doing his duty should be put into a republican Cabinet. 
[Laughter and applause.] . 

Mr. KEIFER. I invited the gentleman from Massachusetts, in 
order that there should be no mistake about his position, to restate 

his position; and I was successful in getting him to restate it. We 
all understand him now. I invited the distinguished gentleman to 
restate his case, although in the :first place it was very well sta.ted. 
Now, as the gentleman from Massachusetts is in favor of pensioning 
the confederate soldier, he is therefore, according to his reasoning, 
taking the anthesis of all he had to say, in favor of putting a confed­
erate into a republican Cabinet. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have never said that. 
Mr. KEIFER. But that must follow. He is in favor of' both, as 

he puts them exactly on a par; when he is in favor of one, he must 
be in favor of the other . 

Mr. BUTLER. No, sir. 
Mr. KEIFER. I should be at least if I were in fa-vor of pensioning 

the rebel soldier. 
:Mr. BUTLER. Bot I have not said so. Will. the gentleman allow 

meT 
Mr. KEIFER. Oh, yes; I always try to be polite to the gentle­

man. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have not said I am now in favor of it, nor do I 

think the country has yet come up to it; but when we have with­
drawn aU causes of ~culty, so that nobody from the North will 
object to a confederate soldier being in the Cabinet, then I say hu­
manity will bring--

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman has a1ready stated his proposition. 
The gentleman undertakes by fair inference to say the present Ad­
ministration is only a short step in advance of him; he has not yet 
come to the time when he is in favor of putting confederates into 
the Cabinet and pensioning confederate soldiers, bot he thinks he 
wi11 soon reach a point where he will favor both. 

Mr. BUTLER. Neither one nor the other now. 
Mr. KEIFER. Not yet; but he thinks he is very nearly there; 

"almost persuaded." 
Now, Mr. Chairman: I do not want to misrepresent anybody; I have 

been one of those upon this :floor from the beginning who have in­
sisted steadily, persistently, and, as nearly a-s I could, consistently, 
upon making a distinction between loyal and disloyal claimants so 
far, and so far only, as loyal claimants have come here and presented 
claims well proved for supplies furnished to the Army and which 
were used by the Army. All other classes of claims for damages 
growing out of the general ravages of war, and all other claims of a 
kindred character we alike strike down, whether presented by the 
loyal or the disloyal men. Bot I want to enter my protest again here 
against the idea of voting money to rebuild, to reconstruct, and to 
carry on educational institutions where treason ha-s been steadily fos­
tered and where it may yet be fostered in the future. The gentle­
man from Massachusetts favors the payment of such claims, I believe. 

Mr. AIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt. him T 
Mr. KEIFER. I will in a moment. I am opposed to an institution 

of learning, destroyed by the accidents of war, being rebuilt out of 
the public Treasury in which the doct.rine, the fundamental doctrine, 
taught in it was against that principle of the Declaration of Inde­
pendence which held that "all men were created equal," and where 
also the doctrine was inculcated to all tbe students of the institution 
that slavery was a divine institution, and wherein was indorsed and 
taught the principle which I once before quoted on this :floor and_ 
found in the constitution of the Confederate States. I refer to the 
clause prohibiting any law ever being made that would in any way 
impair the right to hold human beings as slaves. Now I will yield 
to the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr . .AIKEN.] 

Mr. AIKEN. I would ask the gentleman this question: On hiM 
reasoning, if he is opposed to giving appropriations or help to insti­
tutions which have sent abroad men who favored the rebellion in this 
Government1 how can he conscientiously vote for appropriations to 
West PointT How can he defend Northern institutions at which 
Southern men have graduated f Why vote for West Point appropria­
tions when the leading men of the confederate army all graduated 
there! 

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman has put a very :fine question, a very 
refined one. If it happened in the past that students who came to 
the North from the South where they had drunk in at the fountain­
head and been taught in the cradle the doctrine of State rights, and 
that slavery was a divine institution, attended a northern institu­
tion, then went back to their own people and still in some cases con- · 
curred in their early views, the gentleman says my reasoning would 
have us destroy that institution or never rebuild it if destrC?Jyed. 
My reasoning does not go to any such extent as that. B'nt I do not 
object to the gentleman asking the question. He refers also to West 
Point. We hope and expect now that only loyal sentiments, true 
patriotism, and that this Republic is a nation not a mere league, 
will be taught at West Point to military cadets, and hence I am will­
ing to vote appropriations to carry it on. Southern men have learned 
much by the lesson of the war. 

I have some other suggestions I desire to make. It has been very 
common on this :floor for those who take great pains always to oppose 
the payment of the claim of a loyal man to say that there were no 
loyal men down South during the war. I want to ca11 attention to 
th~ fact that the records of the War Department, and I say it to the 
credit of the Southern States, will show that above seventy thousand 
white men from the seceded States entered the Union Army. I here 
give them to you by States. The number of men sent from those 
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States is as follows: Virginia, 85; North Carolina, 3,575; Georgia, 
152; Alabama, 2,471; Florida, 1,286 ; Mississippi, 681; Louisiana, 5,357; 
Texas, 2,444; Arkansas, 8,627; and Tennessee, 27,637, making a total 
of 52,715. In addition to this number about twenty thousand white 
troops from these States (mostly from Tennessee and Alabama) were 
enlisted as refugees in organizations not embraced in the foregoing, 
making a grand tot.alofoverseventythonsand white loyalists who stood 
by the Government in its hour of danger. And even this does not 
include several thousand whose actnal presence swelled the ranks of 
the Army of the Repubijc, but whose real numbers cannot be known. 

It is to be presumed that some of the loyal men South did not go 
into the Union Army. I know instances of men from Mississippi, 
Georgia, and other Southern States, for I have had occasion to exam­
ine into their history, who stood out against their States when they 
seceded, against their friends, their brothers, and fought the doctrine 
of secession and upheld the :flag of the Union to the end, and who 
were trampled into the dust in every' conceivable way during the 
war. We prohibited them, and rightfully perhaps, from com in~ here 
or going to the courts and having their claims adjusted and pa1d be­
cause they do not consist solely of claims for supplies. 

But I am not here to go into that question. I have another pur­
pose in view. When gentlemen have suddenly become converted to 
some new doctrine we are naturally suspicious and cast about for the 
reason why. I witne ed some of the same gentlemen seate~ here 
now, within the last ten days allowing a bill to go through this Rouse 
by unanimooa consent, reported by the gentleman from illinois, [Mr. 
EDEN,] the chairman of the Committee on War Claims, appropriating 
half a million of. dollars for just that class of claims that gentlemen 
are constantly, when a special claim comes up, declaiming against. 

Mr. FINLEY. Why did not the gentleman object f 
Mr. KEIFER. I did not object because I believed it was right. 

But gentlemen who want to make cheap capital when they have a 
special case to deal with, and a loyal man's case is up and not the 
case of a disloyal man, did not rise to oppose that bill. Their object 
is to make capital before the country. I did not rise because it has 
been the policy of the Government to pay these claims, and it was 
right to pay them. I will state further that within the next two 
weeks there will be another bill of the same character passed by this 
House appropriating over $200,000 for claims mostly from the States 
of Tennessee and Kentucky of loyal men for supplies furnished the 
Army during the war, based on claims examined by the Quartermas­
ter's Department and the department of the Commissary of Subsist­
ence, and allowed by the proper accounting officers. It is said we 
have voted away to this class of claimants 100,000,000. Well, now, 
was that right! If it was not, then gentlemen took a long time in 
learning whether it was right or not. It has been the policy of this 
Government for many years, if not from the beginning, and it is too 
late to turn round upon it now. 

If we will go back a little further to the time when the war raged, 
even to the period when the first army crossed into Virginia, from 
Ohio, led by McClellan, and when we had some gold in the Army 
chests, we paid loyal and disloyal men alike for the supplies that we 
took. When the United States was fortunate enongh to have money 
in many of the campaigns, for good reasons and wise purposes, per­
haps, loyal and disloyal alike were paid for supplies for the Army. 

But when we got through the war, and when we had come to the 
end of it, we established a principle that cut off all disloyal persons' 
claims, even for supplies ; bot we said that we would pay loyal men 
for supplies, and we have continued to act upon that principle up to 
the present time. And now let me say, as I conclude, that any loyal 
man who has not been guilty of some sort of laches in presenting his 
claim when the Court of Claims bad jurisdiction I would still be in 
favor of paying; all others I would reject. I am not prepared to say 
that the claim now under consideration should be paid. 

It is proposed by the Committee on War Claims to report a bill 
fixing a limit within which parties must present their claims to the 
Quartermaster and Commissary departments, or have them forever 
barred. 

I want to say further, in conclusion, that I would not surrender at 
any time the just claims of loyal men, North or South, in order that 
bv so doing it might have some effect in softening the hearts of the 
people, as the gentleman from Massachuse~s hopes, to the point of 
pensioning confederate soldiers. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to move that the committee rise, bot the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] asks me to yield to 
him, and I will do so on condition that at the close of his remarks 
he moves that t.he committee rise. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will do so. I have no concern in this bill, 
but I desire to enter a disclaimer. If it be true that the ghost of the 
recent struggle will not down, and that there is no pabulum upon 
which certain stalwart patriots can feed except we resuscitate it, I 
want the gentleman from Ohio to tell me what it is in the shape of 
a southern claim with which he is accustomed to affright the coun­
try bas there ever been offered here except it was predicated upon 
precedent established by his own party f Who is there that ha-s ever 
asked an American Congress to pay one dollar upon any southern 
claim that was not to pass into the pocket of Qne who as condition­
precedent had proven his own loyalty to you and his disloyalty to 11s f 
Who is there here or elsewhere that has ever asked to have a con­
federate soldier pensioned f 

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman from Massachusetts did so. 
Mr. BUTLER. I was there and not here. 
Mr. ~IFER. The gentleman from Kentucky will agree with me 

in that. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. We wlll see how closely we will ru.a toge.ther. 
Who is it that has asked Congr~ to pension confederate soldiers, f 

Who is it that has ever undertaken to elevate the confederate soldier 
into the councils of the country as an officer of the Cabinet f It was 
not the Sooth. It was not the democracy. It was the hybrid admin­
istration that has developed this capacity. 

Mr. FOSTER. Who is trying to help one of them into the S_peak­
ership of this House! 

Mr. BLACKBURN. l trust the gentleman from Ohio will exhibit 
the good taste to do that. [Laughter.] 

No, Mr. Chairman, that is not our purpose. These geptlemen may 
contain their souls in peace. Go on and build up our educational in­
stitutions. 

The gentleman from Ohio need not be frightened becaD;Se of the 
dogmas taught in the South in the days of i~s prospex;ity. 

In answer to the question of the gentleman from South Carolipa. 
I will reply that in the Military Academy at West Point prror to the 
war the very same objection was made that is brought against this 
institution. 

Point me to a man that has ever shed luster on the American arms. 
who was not a graduate of that institution before the war broke out, 
and who was not taught all he knew of the Constitution from Ra.wle's 
Commentaries-assuredly the most advanced, advocate of the rights 
of secession ever published in this land. That was the hom-book of 
our national Military Academy. 

But it was not to discuss these matters that I asked the atte;ntien 
of the committee; it was simply in my own right as an h~ble mem­
ber and that element in this Honse that has to-day been dragged into 
the discussion against its will, and which neve,r th:~;uste itself upon 
the attention of the House to call attention to the injustice of these 
attacks made upon the South.. 

The South does not ask the paying Qf pensions to he:r crippled sol­
diers. She staked her all upon her convictions, a;nd sh~ lost it wl;len 
the question was referred to that stern arbitram,ent of. batt~e, ~nd from 
then until now, as she never will in the future, has she complain.ed 
or will she complain. She bears her losses, and she simply protests 
that it is neither kind, nor generous, nor manly, nor merciful to drag 
her in here when she is making every effort to restore her shattered 
fortunes, in order to make her the foot-ball of men who seem to have 
more at heart the seeking of partisan purposes than the advancement 
of the common good. 

I now renew the motion that the committee rise, in accordance with 
my promise to the gontleman from Tennessee, [Mr. BRIGHT.] 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope the gentleman will yield to me for a few 
moments. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am willing to yield for a short time to the gentle­
man from Texas. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I have never uttered a word upon 
this floor about this matter, and I simply want to express the surprise 
I have felt at the line which the discussion has take.a every tit:Q.e this 
question comes up. 

Questions come np here in regard to the payment of loyal claim­
ants in the South. They came up before the South was represented 
by those who repres.ent her here now. They were voted for byrepub­
lic::~.ns and passed by a republican Congress. Yet when,ever a claim 
comes up in the interest of what is called a southern IDa..Ji a. deba.te 
springs up upon it which it seems to me is prompted by no higher, 
bet.ter, or worthier purpose than a mere partisan advantage which. 
may be gai,ned by arraigning mem8ers here from t4e South befo.re 
the country as urging southern claims. 

Now, I protest against the injustice of P.uch a course, against th6i 
want of fairness, the want of candor, the want of justice which it ex­
hibits. The very men who are here charged with advocating south­
ern claims have not, during the whole period since the close of the 
war until now, presented a claim for such purpose. None of the con­
federates are presenting claims here. And are we, who happen to 
have been on that side during th~ contest, to witness here the passage 
of bills for the relief of persons who predicate their claims upon loy~ 
alty to the Federal Government doTing the war, to be denoon~ed as. 
urging such measures for a sectional or for a partisan purpose T 

I agree with what was said by the gentleman from Sollth Carolina 
[Mr . .AIKEN] a few moments ago. Those in the South at that time ~m­
braced but few loyal men, as they are t~umed. I venture to say that 
most ~f those. who come here with claims and prove now by ex parte. 
statements their loyalty at some tim~ and of their own motion were 
recognized as ardent confederate&. I confess I do not have any faith. 
in the loyalty of that class of men who now seek money from the 
Federal Treasury because of the loyalty for which I am not able, 
from my experience and obse;rvation, to give them c~dit. 

Hence it is that I would that some means could be adopted either 
wholly to exclude all such claims from censidera.tion here, or else 
that some general law should be passed referring them. to some tri­
bunal where their merits would be con,sidered. and determined upon 
something besides mere ea; parte statements. 

I desire to say a. word to my friends over on this side of the Houae. 
It seems to me that if they could have b-lundered on this subject they 
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have done so by seeming t-o allow themselves to be placed in the at­
titude of advocati~g claims with which they have no sympathy, and 
allowing ·our friends on the other side to denounce them for taking 
money from the Treasury and giving it to southern men. That is 
all I desire to say. 

Mr. CONG~R. I desir:e to ask the gentleman a question before he 
takes his seat. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I now insist upon the motion that the committee 
rise. 
Th~ motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose ; and Mr. EDEN having taken the 

chair as Speaker pro tempo1'e, Mr. MILLS reported that the Committee 
of the Whole had had under consideration the Private C~lend,ar, and 
had directed him to report sundry bills to the House wi~h ~arious 
recommendations. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIG~TED. 
Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bjlls, reported that 

they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the House of 
the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 376) for the payment to the officers and soldiers 
of the Mexican war of the three months' extra pay provided for by 
the act of July 19, 1848. 

ORDER QF BUSINESS. 
Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House now take a recess until half 

past seven o'clock. 
Mr. PHELPS. I ask tl;le gentleman to yield to me for a moment 

to submit a resolution of inquiry. 
Mr. PATTERSON, of N~w York. I think we sho1;1ld first finish the 

business reported from the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. PHELPS. Th,is resolution will take •ut a minute. I think 

there will be no objection to it. · 
Mr. KELLEY. I' will yield to the gentleman for that purpose. 

BEACON-LIGHT, SAYBROOK BAR, CONNECTICUT. 
Mr. PHELPS. I ask consent to present for considemtion an«l 

adoption at this time the resolution which I send to the Clerk's 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Tr838ury be, and he is hereby, requested to 

cause the proper examination and inquiry to be made with respect to the necessity 
and expediency of the erection of a. suitable structure for a. beacon-light on one of 
the jetty-walls at Saybrook Bar, in the State of Connecticut, with the probable 
cost of the same, and to report the information so obtained to this House, with a. 
recommendation of the Tr838ury Department with respect to the erection of such 
structure. 

There being ·no objection, 'bhe resolution was adopted. 
ARREARAGES OF TAXES, ETC., IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent that Sen-
ate bill No. 979, in relation to the paymBnt of arrearages of taxes and 
assessments in the District of Columbia, be taken from the Speaker's 
table and referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker's 
table, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House now take a recess, in accord­

a.n.ce with previous order, until half past seven o'clock this avenin~. 
Mr. HALE. I would inquire what the session of this_ eve.mng 18. 

forT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. For debate only, no business what­

ever to be transacted. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. What will become of the bills· re­

ported fl:om the Committee of the Whole T 
Mr. Klj:LLEY. They will come up to-morrow as unfinished busi­

ness. 
IN MEMORY OF MR. SCHLEICHER. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair desires to state that the 
addresses in memory of Mr. Schleicher, late a Representative from 
the State of Texas, which were fixed for to-morrow at two o'clock, 
will take place on Monday evening at half past seven o'clock. 

The motion of Mr. KELLEY was then agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o'clock and forty Il).inutes p.m.) the House took a recess. 
lUltil half past seven o'clock p. m. 

EVENING SESSION. 
The Ilo~e reassembled at seven o'clock and thirty minutes p. m., 

and- was called to orde~ by Mr. PRIDEMORE as Speaker pro tempore. 
ORDER OF BUSrnESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The IJ9ns,& JII.eets thi~:J evening as in 
Comlllitte6 of the Whole, for debate only, no business whatever to be 
tra~ted 

Mr. Fl.TLLER addressed the House. [His remarks will appear in 
the Appendix.] · 

MICillGAN SHIP· CANAL. 

Mr. STONE, of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I wish to submit a few 
:J;emar~ upon the subject of the practicability of a ship-canal across 
the }Qwer peninsula of Michigan. On the 4th day o:f. March last I 

introdu~ed a bill ''to provide for a water-route to facilitate trans­
portation between Lake Michigan and Lake Erie." 

The bill was referred to and has been dnly considered by the Com­
mittee on RailwaY.S and Canals, and a favorable report ha8 been 
made thereon to this House, and the bill now stands on the public 
Calendar awaiting action when reached. The bill provides for an 
appropriation of the small sum of $15,000 for a. survey of the pro­
posed route. Six thousand five hundred citizens of Michigan hav& 
petitioned Congress to authorize this survey. This fact shows that 
the people of Michigan have a deep interest in this enterprise. And 
this interest is not confined to the State of M-ichigan, but the people 
of the whole Northwest are urging on the project. Flattering letters 
have been written in behalf of the proposed canal by the governors 
of the States of lllinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kan ... 
sas, and Missouri, and scores of letters by the most prominent ship­
pers and produce dealers in the grain ma.rts of the West, all urging 
in the strongest terms the national necessity for this improvement. 

Some of the advantages of such a thoronghfa.re will be appreciated 
when I state that the distance saved between Chicago and Detroit by 
this water-route will be five hundred and thirty-five miles, the time 
in passing forty-five to sixty hours. The length of the proposed canal 
from Lake Michigan to the Detroit River wi!.l be about one hundred 
and seventy-eight miles. It is claimed by competent persons who have 
examined the subject and are thoroughly acquainted with the pro­
posed route that there are not one hundred rods of rock excavation 
on the whole route. The excavations will consist of loam, gravel, and 
loose sand almost entirely; that the work can be accomplished with 
steam-dredges, and by this means a cubic yard of earth can be moved· 
as cheaply as three cubic feet were taken out when the Erie and Penn­
sylvania Canals were made. The entire proposed route is one beauti­
ful plain, with three hundred and thirty-five never-failing lakes, cov­
ering over sixty thousand acres of land. There are besides scores of 
living streams which can be utilized as feeders. 

It is proposed to deepen and improve for a considerable- distanee 
one of our largest rivers, thus greatly reducing the cost of the con­
struction of this canal. The annual increase of the products of the 
States tributary to the lakes is millions of dollars; and the annual 
commerce of the lakes is over $500,000,000. The annual aggregate of 
lo ses on the la,kes between Chicago and Detroit is shown by the 
marine reports to be not less than 1,500,000, involving an annual loss 
to the Government, in revenue, of from forty to fifty thousand dollars. 
Besides all this, hundreds of lives are lost annull.lly. Much of this 
loss would by the completion and. use of this water-route be avoided,. 
as little or no loss to property or life need occur on the canal. It is 
estimated from the official reports of the boards of trade of the Stat~s 
already named that a saving of one cent per bushel on the grain alone 
exported from these seven States would pay a very large interest on 
the cost of the proposed canal. But countless millions in value of 
other products would flow through this canal. Fully eight to ten 
weeks of navigation would be gained, in spring and fall, 'by this route, 
over the present lake route. The large amount of extra insurance on 
vessels and cargoes around the lakes over that of the proposed water 
route shonld not be lost sight of in estimating the advantages of this 
canal. 

It is believed that a freight rate of $1.50 per ton from Chieago_ to 
Detroit. via c~nal would be a profitable business, as barges of twelv.e 
hundred t()~ can be us~d. No railroad can compete in. ch~~pness; 
and a toll of five cents per ton would in all probability pa.y the entire 
cost of the canal and the expenses of operating it in twenty years. 

In case of war with Great Britain this canal would, 38 a ~.tional 
channel of eomlij.unication, be of vast importance. 

We furth,er ~li~ve that a part of the products of aJl nations would 
flow through this channel. The canal through Illinois to the Missis­
sippi River will ere long be completed, and the cotton, sug~r, rice,. 
and other products of the South would find a market in the North 
a:nd East and thence to Europe by the short l'oute through Canada. 
to the ocean. · 

The Canadian government is spending $20,000,000 for a grand ship 
route to the ocean. 

Detroit is seven hundred, and six miles nearer to Liverpool by way 
of the Weiland Canal and Quebec than via New York, and there iB 
no reason why the great West should not have the benefit of this. 
great outlet fQr a portion of her products to the seaboard. The com­
pletion of this great water-route will greatly cheapen transportation, 
facilit:ate commerce, and do more to build up and encourage the great 
agricultural intt,rests of the West than any other enterprise that haB. 
been proposed in years, and it will give an impetus to business in 
these great producing States. It will encourage every department of 
industry, and do much to unite the interests of the East and the West; 
and the making and completion of this intercoll,lmnmca~ion w-Ul give 
employment to thousands of destitute rpen now unemployed, a.,n,d by 
it one of the most dangerous points in navigation on this continent 
will be avoided. In the past twenty-four years it is believed that 
enough in mon_ey and property has been lost on Lakes Michigan and 
Hnron and the Straits of Mackinaw to :pmke five such ship-c~nAtls a& 
the one here proposed; and the extra insurance paid in that time 
would reach the sum of $400,000. This is not an enterprise of merely 
local interest; it is of a national character and general in its scope 
and results. Of the wisdom of this class of internal improvemen~ 
there can be no doubt. That the General Government possesses, un· 
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der the Constitution, the power, cannot at this day be well ques­
tioned. 

It would seem that if, in the whole range of powers, express or im­
plied, embraced within the purview of the Constitution, there was 
one which, by a uniform line of example stretching through a long 
series of years, had received the deliberate and solemn sanction of 
all branches of the Government, that one is the power to make ap­
propriations for objects of this description. The public records show 
that the policy, in some form or other, has been coeval with the ex­
istence of the Government; and the whole nation gives token of the 
growth and prosperity which have illustrated its exercise. The pro­
visions of the Consti1ution which :have been chiefly relied upon, and 
to which our public men have often referred, are those which give 
power to regulate commerco with foreign nations and among the 
several States, and to provide for the common defense and general 
welfare. 

Such works as the construction of harbors upon our lakes as well 
as upon the oceans and the improvement of our great rivers and the 
establishment of water communication where commerce is of ana­
tional character, necessarily involves no questions of party difference. 
They are matters that must interest all parties as they do all classes 
alike. The moment the principle .is admitted that Congress may 
rightfnlly appropriate money to promote any of the objects named, 
their power necessarily extends over the whole subject and has no 
limit but the sound discretion of the representatives of the people 
and of the States, and other constitutional provisions as to the mode 
of its exercise. The former action of the Government is an une­
quivocal sanction of the power of Congress to regulate commerce by 
furnishing facilities for its enjoyment. We refer to works of national 
importance which will essentially facilitate "commerce among the 
StateR" and m>t to improvements purely local. 

President Grant, in his aunual message of December, 1872, called 
the attention of Congress to the subject of the necessity for more cer­
tain and cheaper transportation of the constantly increasing surplus 
of western and southern products to the Atlantic sea-board. He said: 

The subject is one that will force itself upon the le~lative branch of the Gov­
ernment sooner or later, and I sup;gest, therefore, that liDmediate steps be taken to 
gain all available information to msure equable and just legislation. 

After mentioning a number of the proposed water-routes, he con­
tinues: 

That prod~ction increal!es more rapidly than the means of transportation in our 
own country has been demonstrated by past experience. That the unprecedented 
growth in population and :products of the whole country will require additional 
facilities and cheaper ones for the more bulky articles of commerce to reach tide­
water and a market will be demanded in the near future is eqnall,v demonstrable. 
• • * A project to facilitate commerce by the building of a ship-canal around 
Niagara Falls on the United States side, which has been agitated for many years, 
will no doubt be called to your attention at this session. 

Looking to the great future growth of the country and the increasing demands 
of commerce, it might be well while on this subject, not only to have examined 
a.ad report~d upon the various practicable routes for connecting the Mississippi 
with tide-water on the Atlantic, but the feaeibility of an almost continuous land­
locked navigation from Maine to the Gulf of Mexico. Such a. route al0ng our coast 
would be of great value at all times, and of inestimable value in case of a foreign 
war. Nature has provided the greater part of this route, and the obstacles to over­
come are easily within the skill of the engineer. 

Probably no subject connected with the development of the West 
has attracted so much attention in the past few years as that of 
~'cheap transportation." Both producers and consumers are deeply in­
terested in this matter. The enterprise here advocated would be ana­
tional work; one of much value to the producers of the West and 
South in giving them cheaper and more rapid transportation for their 
produce to the seaboard and a ma.rket. It will greatly benefit the 
eastern consumers in giving them cheaper food, and particularly 
those articles of food which do not find a foreign market and the 
prices of which, therefore, are not regulated by foreign demand. The 
advantages of such a work are too obvious for argument. 

Such an enterprise in the interest of economical commerce should 
receive the attention and encouragement of Congress. With such 
an improvement, costin~ a reasonable amount of money, the benefits 
that wQuld accrue to the West, and in fact to the whole country, 
would be incalculable. Improved commercial facilities, the encour­
agement and development of agriculture, and the permanent main­
tenance of a. sound currency of uniform standard with the fixed 
money of commerce will enable us to extend our markets in Europe 
and other countries and accelerate materia.! prosperity. I append as 
a part of my remarks the following extracts from a report of a com­
mittee on statistics published one year ago by authority of the ex­
ecutive committee Mic1iigan Ship-Canal: 

In 1838, thirty-nine years ago, the first mails were carried to Europe by steam. 
To aggregate the results of that wonderful power since that time is geyond human 
calculation. The great want of capacity in transportation has been felt and aded 
upon east of the great lakes. New trach have been added to the New York Cen­
tral Railroad- · The Erie Canal has been enlarged from forty feet wide and four 
feet deep to one hundred and seventy feet wide and seven feet deep, a carrying 
capacity of boats from seventy-six tons to two hundred and forty tons, which at 
~~~e ;::~0~ :V~of:;to:0~~6s~;~~b~~:mce of capacity, has reduced the cost 

The ~nited States Government has expended large amounts and is being called 
upon continually to improve our rivers, harbors, and navigable waters inland, and 
valuable results have been realized from these expenditures. It i& believed that 
much more valuable results may be realized from the judicious expenditure of 
money in the same direction.. 

. In the progress of the country during the first century of its existence our inter­
Lal commerce has far outstretched our external commerce. Fifty years ago the 
}ak~ and navi~ble rivers constituted the princillal ave11ues of commerce between 

the States. But during the last twenty-five years the railroads and canals have 
revolutionized all the modes of internal commerce and changed the direction of its 
movements. It is these internal arteries that enrich and civilize a people. 
It would be impossible to give the amount and value of our int~rual traffic, as a 

detail of exchan$e of the commodities would be complex. The relative importance 
of internal and roreign commerce maybe inferred from the following comparati>e 
statement: 
Estimated valne of shipping employed in our foreign trade (Ameri-

can and foreign) . ------ ----- ·----·. --·-·-·-- ------ ---·-·. _ -----· $200,000,000 
Value of railroads in the United States . ----· ---------------- ·----· 4, 000,000, 000 
Aggregate value of imports and exports (foreign commerce)._ •••• _ 1, 121, 6:4, 277 
Value of transportation on railroads.-----.----- . _--·-._-- .. __ ._-·- 18, 000, 000, 000 

It is estimated, therefore, that the tonnage transported on the v:.trious avent~.es of 
our internal commerce is more than one hundred times greater than the tonnage of 
our foreign commerce. 

These statements have a bearing on the present 1,mbject as they show the won­
derful business transactions and required trnnsportation capacity of our country. 
A few years ago horses and wagons carried all the freight from Buffalo to Albany, 
at $100 per ton. To-day the New York Central Railroad alone sends daily sixteen 
miles of loaded freight cars to New York City for $2.33 per ton. It is universally 
conceded by all investigators on the subject that our water lines are the great lev­
elers and regulators of our transportation. 

Onr inland commerce amounts to 25,000,000 tons annually, and while the aver­
age r-!>st of carrying freight by rail is 3 cents per mile and 1 cent by canal, it is 
o:D.J.y 3 mills by river, !l! mills by lake, 11 mills by sea. The avera)?;e cost is as 
much for 100 miles by rail as 1,000 miles by river; and the transportation of the 
25,000,000 tons of inland commerce for a mile would cost by rail $750,000; by river, 
eg5,000 ; by canal, $'250,000. The lake trade is DOW annually $500,000,000 per an 
num. 

ChicaJ?;o, from a dozen families in 1831, has risen to the va-st city of 486,000 inbab 
itants, exporting and importing (foreign and domestic) through a vessel tonnage of 
3,621,348 tons, handling in one year i370,000,000 in grain and about $400,000 000 
cattle, bogs, meats, lard, lumner, and such heavy articles, and 520,000,000 fuy 
goods, groceries, iron, boots and shoes, drugs, books~ and the like, furnishing em 
ployment to 30,000 people, manufacturing and -proaucing goods to the amonnt of 
f70,000.000 annually. Chicago is the wonderful mty that had increased from 4,000 
inhabitants in 1837, to 505,000 in 1877; that had 3,000 miles of coast line, where 
10,000 miles of railroad converged; that slaughtered 3,000,000 hogs a year, and 
whose clearing-house accounts showed that $1,001\iOOO,OOO passed through its doors 
within the space of twelve months. 

Milwaukee claims to be the largest grain port in the world. Its elevators have 
a capacity of upwards of 5,000,000 bushels of grain. Her foreign commerce is lim 
ited, but her coasting traffic is immense. Tr:ide reports, vessels in and out, 2,872, 
493 tonna~e, with a daily average transa{}tion in :uain of 757,000 bushels. 

In looking up these statements I have not dared to go ba{}k into Colorado, Mon 
tana, and their surrounding Territories, whose mountains, plains, and valleys will 
eternally :yield up ponderous millions of dollars to the labor of man. These almost 
unexplored regions contain mountains of iron and fields of coal estimated eqnal to 
the wants of 200,000,000 people for 50,000 years. 

I have confined myself mostly to a part of the Central Mississippi Valley, a 
country of it.self larger than all Europe, aside from Russia, and capable of sop­
porting as many millions of inhabitants. 

It would be a work of supererogation upon the part of our committee to pre· 
sent any labored argument in favor of water navigation for heavy freights and o 
its cheapness over railroad tariffs. Such facts are quite familiar to all western 
producers. Lake and canal navigation is greater this year than last. Waternav 
1gation is increasing in popularity year 6y year for heavy freights. The tota. 
arrivals and clearances at Bufful.o were 6, 843 vessels this year to 4,624 in 1876. The 
augre!?.:ate capacity was 3,543,36:3 tons to 2,757,986 last year, and 3,~9,839 in 1875 
ifad tne activity in lumber, ore, &c., been as ~t as that in grain the figures 
would have been much larger and the effect would also have been seen in higher 
freights. But, as a whole, the showing is a moderately good one. 

The following shows the average season lake rate on wheat from Chicago to 
Buffalo, .and the highest freight secured each season in the years named : 

Avera~ Highest Average Highest Year. season Year. season 
rate. rate. rate. rate. 

1861---··- -·-·-· -·-. 11.0 26.0 1870. _____ .. __ .. --. 6. 2 10. 0 
1862. --···---- ---- -· 10.5 17.0 1871. _____ . ---·- --. 7.8 18. 0 
1863·---·--·-·-- --- 7.5 12.5 1872 ______ . ---·--- - 1L1 19. 0 
1864·-------------- · 9. 5 18.0 187'J ______ , _______ 7. 8 14. 0 
1865. _____ ·--··----· 9. 7 19.0 1 74 . _____ . -- -·- -- 3. 9 6. 0 
1866·--------------· 13.4 23.0 1875 ---------- · ·-- 3. 5 6. 5 
1867. ___________ ---· 6. 8 15.0 1876 . ------·---·-· 2.9 5. 0 
1868.-- -·------ ··--. 7.1 13.5 1877.---------··-- 3. 7 6. 0 
1869 ______ . --- -·--- . 9. 6 12.0 

The average this year, it will be seen, is nearly a cent higher than in 1871, a.nd a 
trifle better than in 1875; but it is a fraction below that for 1874, and more than 
two cents below that for 1873. 

The time will never again return when rich harvests may be gathered from a 
twenty-six.centfreight, as in 1861, or even a nineteen-eent rate, as in 1865. Increased 
capacity of vessels, the more general use of steam, the introduction of the bar~e 
system, and the proposed canal, will keep rates more uniform in future. There 
is every prospect of increa ed water fre1~hts next season, as the products of the 
western granaries mnltiply in an astonishing degree year by year, as the statistics 
gathered by your committee abundantly prove; all of which shows the necessity 
for the canal and every other outlet for western commerce. 

The following table gives railway freights from Chicago, December 17: 

Chicago to-

New York--·····--····--·---·····-···-·_-·-····-·-----­
Baltimore._-· .•.••• ·····---··-·-·····--····--·-.-----·-· 

~t!~e~lfN~~ E~gtimd.:·_: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
~o~a:~-:::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::~ 

40 
37 
38 
45 
35 
35 

*Loose meats five cents per one hundred pounds above boxed. 

~ 
C!:l 

40 
37 
38 
45 
35 
35 

~ 
~ --

80 
74 
76 
90 
70 
70 

~· Qltl 

~~ 
~a 

4 5 
4 2 
4 3 
5 0 
4 0 
4 0 

The avera~e rates on the Erie Canal this season were ten cents and six mills per 
one hundred pounds of wheat, and nine cents and two mills for corn . 

This subject of the cost of transportation is a most imJ><>rtant one to western 
producers and was most thoroughly investi.,.ated by Hon. William F. McAlpino 
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while State engineer of New York, who gives us the following figures and com­
menta: 

Mill& per 
ton per mile. 

~~le:liilll\1\\llll\l!!lllll\ll\\l\\\\\l\\l\\\\J\m\ ~=: 
~a~~~~i~~:::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1~! ro 13! 

Percent. 
greater oost. 

~~ :R ~;:~ = ~=:~~~~~~: ~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ~~ g 
By rail over Mississippi and Saint Lawrence............ . • . • • • . . . • • • . • . . . • • . 316. 6 
~y ra!J over H~ds?n ........•...•.•••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••••• 400.0 

y rail over lllino1s Improvement. ••.•••••••••••..••••••••....••.•...••.•••• 257 1 
By rail over Erie Canal, enlarged .•••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••..•...•• 215.0 
By rail over ordinary canal .••••.•.•••••••• _.. . . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • . • • . • • 150. 0 

These are the elements from which any one interested in this subject can com­
pute the practical effects upon the productive industry of the country, and the en­
larged area it will give ro cultivation, the result of increased avenues of communi­
cation between the Mississippi and the seaboard. The producer will have new 
motives to multiply his crops while to the consumer will be held out the prospect 
of cheap bread. 

Perhaps the greatest argument which can be adduced in favor of the building 
of the Michigan ship-canal is itB saving of five hundred miles in distance for ship­
pers over the present roundabout Mackinaw route, attended as it is every season 
with the loss of millions of dollars of vessel property and western products and 
the many precious lives which are annually sacrificeil on the same route. These 
disasters are not mere guess-work, but the figures are annually collected by expert 
statisticians. Captain J. W. Hall, the veteran lake reporter at Detroit, prepared 
the marine statistics of 1876, -which place the number of lake disasters at 639 
against 1,056 in 1875. The value of property lost including. bulls and vessels is 
$1,173,260, against $3,794,300 in 1875. The destruction of timber-rafts on the lakes 
involves a loss of about $101,000. The greatest loss during any month was in Sep­
tember, when it amounted to 276,133. The number of disasters this year were 417 
less than in 1875. The total number of deaths either on board ship or on shore 
among seamen were 155, of which 36 were vessel masters. Fourteen were lost by 
foundered vessels, 97 were drowned, 28 died on shore, 13 were killed accidentally, 
2 were murdered, 2 committed suicide, and 1 was found dead. The new tonnaae 
amounts to 7,461 tons, a falling off from 1875 of 11,517 tons. The lost ronnage 
amounts to 9,990 rona, an excess over the new tonnage of 1,539 tons. Financially 
the season of 1876 was the worst on record. 

·Your committee are unable to give the marine disasters of the season of 1877, 
but suffice it to say they are enormous and will be in due season submitted to Con­
gress. The marine losses for any two years past will more than pay half the cost 
of the making of the canal 

Little or no great obstacles are to be overcome in the construction of this canal. 
The supply of water at the summit level is known to be abundant. Unlik~ the 
Erie Canal, there will be little or no work for the engineer to do. 

POSTAL SAVINGS BANKS. 

Mr. WAD DELL. Mr: Speaker, on the 28th day of May last, I re­
ported from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads bill 
H. R. No. 3989, entitled ".A. bill to establish a postal savings depos­
itory as a branch of the Post-Office Department, and to aid in refund­
ing the interest-bearing indebtedness of the United States." That 
bill, as well as two others relating to the same subject, was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole. Neither of the bills has yet been 
reached for consideration, and neither will be during this session. It 
is true that the Honse on Monday last, when called upon by the gen­
tleman from Kansas to suspend the rules and pass a so-called postal 
savings bill, voted it down ; but there has been no discussion of and 
no vote on the several bills to which I have alluded, and the vote on 
Monday cannot be taken as any indication of the sense of the House 
upon them. Expecting them to be reached last session, I prepared 
the remarks which I am now about to submit. Statistics published 
since these remarks were prepared might be used to strengthen the 
P-ositions assumed, but those which I give will be sufficient for their 
illustration, and I now proceed to lay them before the committee, 
with the hope that gentlemen will read the provisions of my bill 
before coming to a conclusion on the subject. 

Mr. Speaker, the demand throughout the country for such legis­
lation as is provided in the bill which I have had the honor to report 
from the Commit~e on the Post-Offic~ and P?st-Roads is very gen­
eral and very umrustakable. The subJect, which has been agitated 
ever since 1873, has since the introduction of the several bills now 
before Congress been revived with more zeal and energy than ever. 
There is hardly a leading newspaper in the country which has not 
discussed it frequently; it has been the theme of magazine articles, 
the text for platform lectures, and quite recently has been formally 
promulgated by a convention of. a rising political party as essential 
to the welfare of the laboring masses of the people. The terrible 
condition of the old savings-banks and the distress and ruin which 
have followed to thousands of the most deserving of our citizens have 
given a powerful impetus to the demand which comes from all quar­
t.ers for postal savings banks. One of the most significant expres­
sions of this feeling which baa been given may be found in the reso­
lutions adopted at a mass-meeting of depositors of the Sixpenny Sav­
ings Bank of the city of New fork, held on the evening of .A.pril26 
187i!, wherein after stating that in six and one-half years twenty~ 
six savings-banks had been declared insolvent in that city alone 
whereby 76,834 d~positors had suffered a loss of over$7,120,262 out of 
a total deposit of $11,919,728, and after expressing an absolute want 
of confidence in the savings-bank system as at present administered 
~be meeting resolved to app?int a commit~e to memorializ.e Congres~ 
m f~vor ~f "~ law by which postal savrngs banks, under the im­
mediate direction of the General Government, may be established 

throughout the country, thus affording to all classes of society au 
o?p_ortunity of depositing th~i.J; money with absolute security, and 
givrng to the poor the same privilege and protection as are now given 
to the rich holders of Government securities." 
. I repeat t~at the demand for this legislation can no longer be 
Ignored. It 18 recognized as a great necessity of the time in all parts 
of the country, and petition after petition and memorial after memo­
rial have been presented here asking Congress to grant this great boon 
to the people. More than once, indeeJ very frequently, our attention 
has been called· by the press to the fact that precious time was being 
wasted ~ere either in political maneuvering or in petty legislation 
when this great measure fer the benefit of the people was being 
smothered, as ethers of almost equal importance have been; and now 
for us to continue in the face of such an universal appeal on behalf 
of this measure to i~nore it will be to defy public sentiment while 
illustrating our own mcapacity to legislate for a distressed people. 

On the 31st of May, 1877, according to the report of the Comptroller 
of the C~ncy, th_ere were in the United States twenty-six savings­
banks, With a capital of 4,870,000 and deposits of $38,110,000, and 
six hundred and seventy-six savings-banks without capital, but with 
deposits aggregating $843,160,000; or a total of seven hundred and 
tw? savings-ba~ks in which the people had deposited 881,330,000. 
Th1s statement 18 not complete, as the Comptroller admits, because 
of the failure of the savings-banks to make proper returns to State 
officials ; but it is sufficient to show the enormous sums of money 
which a confiding people have intrusted to these rotten institutions. 
The result of their recent experience has been to utterly destroy all 
confidence in them, and consequently the thrifty poor man, woman, 
or child who desires to lay by a small sum in a safe place at interest, 
but who is unable to buy a Government bond, cannot find the pl~e 
he seeks and is driven to the necessity of hidlng away his little earn­
ings or expending them. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at that 
when a proposition is made that the Government itself shall receive 
these earnings, pledging its faith for their safe-keeping at a low rate 
of interest and the return of all sums deposited whenever called for, 
the people should eagerly assent to it. 

The idea is a modern one, having originated (in an imperfect form, 
however) with Mr. Whitbread, member of Parliament, in 1807, having 
been perfected principally by Mr. Chatwynd of the money-order de­
partment of the English post-office, and finally having been carried 
into execution by an act of Parliament, approved on the 17th of May, 
1861. The system has become very successful and popular, and is 
acknowledged to be the best ever established, although some of the 
European governments are steadily improving their systems by adopt­
ing the main features of the English. I shall not go into a history 
of these institutions, but will state that the bill reported by me is 
framed after the model of the English aml Canadian systems, as nearly 
as our circumstances will allow, and is therefore in the judgment of 
competent critics a more desirable measure than any other before 
Congress. There are three bills before the House, namely, the bill 
reported from the Committee on Banking and Currency, known as 
the Phillips bill, that reported from the Ways and Means Committee 
known as the Robbins bill, and the bill reported by me from the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

I shall content myself with a plain, practical discussion of what 
appear to me to be the merits and defects of these several measures. 
- The bill of the Ways and Means Committee is a Treasury scheme 
for refunding the national debt, in the execution of which it is pro­
posed to use a part of the machinery of the Post-Office Department, 
namely, the money-order system; but it does not profess to be a 
postal-savings measure. 

The bill of the Banking and Currency Committee, known a-s the 
Phillips bill, may justly be termed a bill to establish chaos in the 
Post-Office and Treasury Departments. 

The bill of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, re­
ported by me, is the only measure which provides both for refunding 
the debt and for the establishment of a postal-savings system through­
out the country, with provision for carrying the system into execu­
tion in all its details, after the model of the English and Canadian 
systems, whieh are the best in the world. If the committee will bear 
with me, I think I can establish the truth of these several assertions. 

There is no objection that I can see to the bill of the Ways and 
Means Committee as a scheme for refunding the debt, excepting the 
crude method it provides for using the money-order system of the 
Post-Office Department. In furtherance of that object I consider it 
an excellent plan. Its title is ".A. bill to promote the refunding of 
the national debt and loan of savings to the United States for that 
purpose." Before proceeding to discuss the features of this bill I will 
briefly dispose of the other bill, reported from the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, known as the Phillips bill. 

THE PHILLIPS BILL. 

This measure I have already characterized as a bill to produce 
chaos in the Post-Office and Treasury Departments. The only savings 
feature in this bill is embraced in the following oppressive require­
ments: 

First. The pass-book deposits are limited to a minimum of twenty-
five cents and a maximum of $10. . 

Second. No interest is allowed on sums less than $10. 
Third. No withdrawal, transfer, or power of attorney is permitted 

for sums less than 10. 
Fourth. Forced withdrawals are required when the deposits reac~ 
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$10; that is, they must be exchanged for a ten-dollar postal order, 
which is the same as currency. The bill practically limits each depos­
itor's savings to 10. .Above that amount all that he saves is turned 
into currency, and can be squandered or lost at any moment. 

The ignorant depositor has no protection from fraud, which may be 
practiced by dishonest postmasters and clerks, except his pass-book. 
J;Ie is entitled to no receipt or evidence from the Department. If the 
depositor changes his residence before his deposita reach $10, he can­
not fill up his deposit at any other office, but must leave his account 
and be at the trouble, expense, and risk of sending money by mail and 
receiving back his pass-book by mail. 

If a depositor dies before his account reaches $10, his widow or 
children lose the benefit of the deposit and it will inure to the Gov­
ernment. If the bill should become a law it will be of no value to 
laboring-men, soldiers, sailors, and others who have no fixed abode. 
What this class of people desire is safety and ease of withdrawal. 
Depositors should be permitted to withdraw and deposit at any office. 

This bill affords no protection to the Government against dishonest 
postmasters and post-office clerks. A deposit account is kept by the 
postmaster. If he deals fairly with each depositor who comes for 
his ten-dollar flOstal order he may use the money; of all the other 
depositors without detection. Even a daily examination by a. special 
agent would not trouble him unless the agent by accident discovered 
a depositor whose name was not on the postmaster's books. 

For instance, suppose 5,000 troops are quartered at Fort Sully to 
quell an Indian outbreak; that 2,500 of them deposit on pay-day 
with the postmaster $2 eac4, and do so on three successive pay-days, 
making a deposit of 6 each, or an aggregate deposit of 15,000 in the 
hands of the postmaster. On the day after the last deposit, they are 
ordered to the Columbia River, in Oregon, and take their pass-books 
with them. In the mean time the post~aster has char~ed himself 
with and reported to the Department only 1,000 of deposits received. 
He is suspected. A special agent is sent out to investigate the mat­
ter. He finds the depositors all gone and no record of their names 
nor any data upon which to base investigation. Thepostma.stersmiles, 
pockets the other $14,000, and goes West. 

Under this bill no fee is charged for receiving these deposits and 
no appropriation is made to defray the expenses of transacting the 
business. The one-half of 1 per cent. authorized in this bill, in ac­
cordance with the funding act of 1870, is not more than enough to 
defray the expenses incurred by the Treasury Department. So much 
for that feature of the bill touchin~ the pass-book deposits. · 

Now, in regard to the postalsavrngs money-orders. These orders 
bear no interest; they may be passed as currency by the first in­
dorser; they are not payable at ~ny specified money-order office; 
.they are drawn on and redeemable m currency at the Trewmry or any 
of its branches or at any money-order office; they are engraved on 
bank-note paper not payable to any payee. By their nature they 
must be for 10 each or multiples of $10. No more 1lhan twenty dol­
lars' worth of them can be issued in one day to any one person. No 
provision is made for paying the expenses of issuing, redeeming, or 
exchanging these orders. 

As they may go into circulation and are not drawn on a money­
order office, and not likely to be presented for redemption, there is 
nothing to prevent a postmaster, except a daily examination of his 
account by a special agent, from issuing any amount of these orders 
and p~tting them into circulation for his own benefit. Tli.ere is no 
sufficient check upon him. If a postmaster chooses to be dishonest 
the Department cannot know, as it can under the present money­
order law, how many and for what amount orders have been issued. 

It is true these orders are exchangeable for bonds bearin~ 3.65 per 
cent. interest after five days; but such exchange would be IIDpracti­
cable unless the postmasters are authorized to keep a l:lnpply on hand. 
If it is the intention of the bill that postmasters shall keep a supply 
of these United States bonds on hand and issue them, it would be 
necessary for such postmasters to give additio.nal security for safe 
keeping and issuing of the bonds. How many postmasters through­
out the country would be able to give such securityf 

It is provided also that these may be redeemed at any money-order 
office designated by the Postmaster-General. This would create inex­
tricable confusion. 

In the first place, it would require the accumulation of an indefi­
nite amount of funds in the hands of each of these money-order post­
masters. Suppose that $5,000 or $10,000 of such orders should be pre­
sented during any one day or two days, at a remote office. It must be 
remembered that no provision is made for ad vices to be sent, as is now 
the case under the money-order system; so that in the case supposed 
either the required funds must be allowed to remain in the hands of 
the pE~stmaster, or the holder of the orders must wait until funds 
could be remitted at the risk of the Government to the postma-ster 
for their payment. 

The ostensible object of this bill, namely, the sale of United States 
securities, would certainly be retarded if not absolutely defeated, 
because it would be impracticable to require the holders of these 
orders who might desire to exchange them for bonds to do so at the 
office ot issue. A person holding many of them issued from different 
offices would rather put them in circulation as currency than be sub­
ject to the trouble and expense of sending them each to the office from 
which it was issued. 

As to the bond feature of this bill from the Banking and Curreney 
Committee a few words only are necessary. It seems to me to be 

perhaps its most ebnoxious feature. Their issue is not limited ; their 
transfer from hand to hand is not prohibited, and as savings they 
have no advantage over bank-notes or any other currency. If stolen 
or destroyed there is no security to the holder, but the loss will b" 
his ; and they are infinitely inferior to a postal-savings account on the 
books of a central depository or an inscribed debt upon the books of 
the TreP.sury, upon which loss is impossible. H they are to be kept 
on hand b-y postmasters to any amount, as seems to be allowable under 
the bill, there is no protection to the Government against their ille­
gitimate use. 

As to the legal-tender notes provided for in the bill, I do not know 
that there is any special objection to them, unless it should be on the 
score of inflation. · 

And, finally, as to this bill, it contains that feature which caused 
me to characterize it ·as a bill to establish chaos in the Treasury and 
Post-Ofi.ice Departments, namely, the double-beaded management 
whereby the control is divided between these two Departments. This 
feature constitutes the main objection which I have to the other bill 
reported from the Committee of Ways and Means by my colleague, 
[Mr. ROBBINS,] which I will now proceed to discuss. 

THE ROBBINS BILL. 

The bill of the Ways and Means Committee does not profess to be 
a postal-savings scheme, as I have already stated, but is a Treasury 
scheme for funding the public debt. As such I regard it as an excel­
lent one. The objections which I have to it are as follows: 

In the first place, it provides for two kinds of money-orders, one 
with fees and one without, which is both an expensive anu a clumsy 
arrangement. It requires many and various kimls of accounts, re­
turns, &c. It does not provide for the cost of management; because 
the fees on withdrawals and the one-half of 1 per cent. provided in 
section 7 would amount to only about one-half enough to pay ex­
penses, which will be over 2 per cent., adding the cost in the Treas­
ury and the cost in the Post-Office Department together, a-s I will 
show in detail hereafter. It does not provide for any pass-book or 
certificate to be given to depositors as evidence of their deposit in a 
post-office, and therefore the death or the removal of the depositor 
would be more apt to cause loss than even under the Phillips bill 
heretofore discussed. 

Another remarkable and objectionable feature of the Ways and 
Means bill is that the withdrawal of depesits is taxed. No institu­
tion that I ever heard of taxes the privilege of withdrawing money 
fl:om it. The fees on withdrawal orders under this bill will amount 
to nine-sixteecths of 1 per cent. on the aggregate amount of deposits, 
or to five-eighths of 1 per cent. on the aggregate amount of the with­
drawals. This would certainly be most oppressive. 

Another objection is that all sums received from depositors must 
be remitted to Washington at the cost and risk of the Post-Office De­
partment. A large portion of these sums would be in silver coin. 

Another effect of this bill would be to lock up too much money 
necessary for use among the laboring classes of the country, who 
could not afford to invest their money in bonds. 

Another objection is that it would require a duplication of labor 
by the use of money-orders. The work could be performed at less 
than half the expense without using the money-order system at all, 
and the money-order machinery is not adapted to this business. 

Another objection is the provision which permits the Treasurer to 
compel the depositor having 1,000 on deposit to invest the same in 
bonds or to withdraw it and pay withdrawal fees on it. Another 
objection is that a depositor cannot deposit cash, but only money­
orders, and a final and, with me, a fatal objection is t.he same mixed 
management of which I have already complained as existing under 
the Phillips bill. 

Treating these objections somewhat in reverse order, I assert that 
a divided management, such as is proposed in both of the bills upon 
which I have been commenting, cannot be successful, because it will 
inevitably produce conflict of authority, misconstruction of the law 
and regulations, errors of all sorts, insubordination, the expense of 
double reports, double correspondence, and double accounts, and, in 
a word, chaos generally. 

Every deposit contemplated or provided for in the Ways and Means 
Committee's bill must be made by means of postal orders, f()r the issue 
of which the Post-Office Department is to receive no compensation. 
If postal money-orders are to be issued free of charge, how is the 
Post-Office Department to pay the expense of the issue and payment 
of such orders f 

According to the report of the Postmaster-General for the fiscal year 
ended June 30,1877, the Post-Office Department issued to its ordinary 
patrons domestic money-orders amounting to 72,820,509.70, and paid 
such orders amounting to $72,448,156.53; besides this, orders to a large 
amount were repaid. The Postmaster-General states that the cost of 
transacting this business was as follows : 
Commission and clerk-hire .• __________ . __ --. _____ .---_ 
Incidental expenses ____ ·----· -------------------- ---· 
Lost remittances ______ ·----------· ··---- ·----- _ ·----· Bad debts. _____ . -- _-- . ---- •. _. __ - ________ -. _____ • ___ _ 
Salaries of superintendent's office .••••• ·----·_----.;_. 
Salaries in the Auditor's Office .• _---·-_--- --- ••. ___ --· 
Books, blanks, printing, &c. _____ ·-----·--------·_··--
Books, blanks, stationery, not above included, estimated. 

$434,536 32 
2'2, 963 70 

4,52!-3 00 
62 415 45 
34:099 15 

103,240 00 
33,101 62 
4,500 00 

Being a total of .••••••• _ •••. _ •• _ •• __ •• __ •. __ ••• • • 699, 379 24 



1879. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 1341 

And t:~~~i.~t :o~~~~~~ti~;; ·;e~~i;~~i f~~- t;~~t~g 
t.his business was aa follows : 

699,379 24 

Fees rooeived on domestic orders issued.... 623,748 95 
Premiums, &o .••••• ·----· .••••• ---- .••••• 661 71 

624,409 66 

Showing an absolute net loss of .••••• ---- ••••. --·- 74,969 58 
But there should, of right, be deducted from this loss the sum of 

$53,632.87, which occurred (see page 21 of the report) prior to 1872, 
but waa settled by compromise in December, 1876, and thUB became 
chargeable to the expenses of the last tisca1 year. So that the loss 
properly chargeable to that year was $21,376.71; out of which, after 
deducting the estimated profits which accrued upon the transactions 
of the money-order business with foreign countries, $8,500, there still 
remained a loss C9f 12,876.71; and the total expenses of the system 
(as above shown, $699,419.24) after deducting the loss, $53,632.87, not 
properly chargeable to that year, were $645,786.37. 

This amount of expenses is eight hundred and ei~hty-seven thou­
sandths of 1 per cent. on the gross amount of the aomestic money­
orders issued during the year. Had the money-order system been 
subjected to the expense of rent, fuel, and lights, (mentioned below,) 
which will become necessary if this bill b~comes a law, the propor­
tionate cost thereof would have increased the expenditures to nine­
tenths of 1 per cent. 

The expenses of the system, exclusive of the $174,940.77 paid out 
of appropriations and of the $53,632.87 above alluded to as not charge­
able to last year's business, were $470,845.60, or six hundred and 
forty-seven thousandths (i) of 1 per cent. on the gross amount of the 
domestic orders issued. 

If this bill becomes a law and the loan popular, the least tha.t c~tn 
be expected will be a.n increase of $50,000,000 per annum in the 
amount of money-orders issued, or a gross amount, in round num­
bers, the ordinary issues to the public included, of $125,000,000. 

This increased bUBiness will add to the expenses of the system, as 
above enumera.ted, not less than $440,000. .AP, a part of these ex­
penses it will add to the money-order force in the Auditor's office not 
less than sixty-five clerks, and twenty-five clerks to that in the office 
of the superintendent of the money-order system, as well a-s $22,000 
annually for books, blanks, and printing. To accommodate this in­
creased force will require au additional building for the central offices 
in Washington, for which an annual outlay, for rent, lights, and fuel 
of at least $20,000 will be required. The Post-Office building is already 
too small for the proper transaction of itsincreasedandever-increas­
ing business. This expenditure is one to which the money-order sys­
tem has never, as yet, been subjected. It will probably add sixteen 
thousandths of 1 per cent. to the cost of management. 

About five-sevenths of all the money-order funds received at post­
offices are now forwarded from issuing to paying offices through the 
mails in registered letters. The risk of loss from this source is as­
sumed by the Post-Office Department, aml when losses occur which 
are not traceable to any responsible source they are paid out of the 
net proceeds of the money-order business. Nearly all new money­
orner offices which are now being established are at small towns, 
remote from business centers, from_ which the transportation of funds 
by mail is much more uncertain than from the older offices ; so that it 
may be properly a&3erted that the risk of loss from this source, but 
for extraordinary vigilance, increases year by year. In case of the 
passage of this bill the whole of the additional $50,000,000 above esti­
mated would have to be transmitted to Washington, either directly or 
through intermediate post-offices, for the payment of money-orders 
of which the Treasurer of the United States would be the only payee. 

The greater part of this money would be received at distant offices 
in silver coin. In such cases the risk of loss wou1d be greatly in­
creased, and a large expense would necessarily have to be incurred 
for the manufacture of not less than 20,000 bags in which to remit 
silver coin. It would be necessary that these bags be made of ma­
terial and be supplied with fastenings and seals of a superior quality. 
The money-order funds remitted by mail from Ju1y 1, 1871, to June 
30, 1877, inclusive, a period of six years, amounted to $295,509,369.82, 
and the amount of loss sustained by the Department in transmission 
was $19,974.20, being sixty-eight ten-thousandths of 1 per cent. on 
the whole amount remitted. Shou1d the funds to be transmitted to 
Washington amount, as estimated, to $50,000,000 per annum, and the 
same percentage of loss continue, there would accrue an annual loss 
of $3,400 from this source. Must the money-order system sustain 
this loss f 'If so, from what fund is it to be paid f From J nly 1, 1871, 
to June 20, 1877, inclusive, a period of six years, the amount of money­
orders improperly paid upon forged signatures for the loss of which 
the Department a.ssumed the responsibility wa-s 1,032.13. It is pre­
sumable that like losses will occur in the payment of withdrawal 
orders. Who is to sustain these losses f The bill does not provide. 
Who will sustain the losses by bad debts due from insolvent sureties 
of postmasters and who will decide how much of the lost money was 
savings funds 7 This money must be kept separate from the other 
money-order funds and accounted for separately. Weekly state­
ments, showing orders upon which fees were charged, and others, de­
tailing orders upon which fees were not charged, must be made to the 
superintendent of the money-order system. Separate returns must 
be made periodically and very frequently, probably daily reports, to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

To avoid disputes in regard to losse.s of remittances through the 
mails, savings funds must be transmitted in separate registered pack­
ages, and their contents sworn or certified to. Blank applications for 
withdrawals must be provided, and the expense of making them out 
and executing them must be paid. All the voluminoUB correspond­
ence with the Post-Office and Treasury with regard to all these mat­
ters, not at present required, mUBt be paid for. It is doubtful whether 
the extra. duties devolving upon postmasters and their clerks in con­
nection with savings-deposit orders can be performed without an ad­
dition, as before stated, of 50 per cent. to the cost of · suing and pay­
ing ordinary money-orders: that is, without m~king their issue and 
payment cost the Government one-third per cent. interest instead of 
.887 per cent. 

The Post-Office Department is the only agency that can success­
fully manage this system. It is provided with all the machinery 
and a corps of experienced officials. If the Post-Office agency is to be 
made use of at a.~ this small deposit bUBiness should, in the interest 
of economy, simplicity, and freedom from error and doubt, be given 
entirely into the hands of the Postmaster-General, to whom legiti­
mately belongs the control of everything appertaining to the post­
office service. If the Treasury wishes to transact this business through 
the agency of the money-order post-offices, let it do so through lmch 
agency in the same manner as does any private individual, paying 
the same fees and becoming subject to the same laws, regulations, 
and instructions. Therefore the bill reported by me, so far a-s savings, 
small depositsJ &c., are concerned, is strictly a postal saving~-bank 
scheme, and one which, while containing every valuable feature of 
the other bills, goes much further, provides for all details, is sim­
pler, less costly, and requires fewer employes in its management than 
either of them, as will appear from the tables which I give. 

THE WADDELL BILL. 

The provisions of this bill are briefly aa follows: 
Deposits of any sum from twenty-five cents to $300 may be received 

at designated money-order post-offices, which depositli shall be enti­
tled to 3 per cent. interest, and may be withdrawn at any time on 
demand of the depositor. Married women, and children abGve the 
age of tw~lve years, may become depositors in their own r ght, and 
their deposits are protected from withdrawal or disturbance by hus­
band, parent, or guardian. Deposits are exempt from taxation and 
from seizure for debt. They are receivable and payable, with inter­
est, in national-bank notes and iu United States notes and coin. The 
credit of the United States is irrevocably pledged for the repayment 
of these deposits, and no possible loss can occur to the depositor. De­
posits and withdrawals are to be entered in a pass-book, to be kept 
by the depositor; and, in addition to this, each deposit is to be ac­
knowlerlged by a certificate from the Postmaster-General. The account 
of each depositor is to be kept in a ]edger at the central office in Wash­
ington, so that in case a depositor loses his pass-book it can be of no 
VP.lne to the finder or the thief; but a new book will be issued to the 
depositor containing a duplicate of each entry in the original. No 
loss to depositors can possibly happen from the dishonesty of officials. 
Such losses, if any occur, are to be sustained by the Government. De­
positors cannot sell, loan, or give away their pass-books or certificates, 
or the deposits represented therein. If a depositor desires to make use 
of his balance, or of any part of it, he mUBt do so by means of a with­
drawal in his own name or that of some person to whom he has given 
a legally executed power of attorney. After a depositor's bal~nee on 
pass-book has accumulated to 100 or more, he may, if he so d'esires, 
have it invested by the Postmaster-General in any United States 4 
per cent. bonds authorized by law; or, if the depositor prefers it, he 
may have his money transferred to the books of the Treasury, into 
what is known as an "inscribed debt" or open book account, for 
which he receives a certificate as an acknowledgment, and such ac­
count will bear 4 per cent. interest, the same as a bond. The inscribed 
debt may be sold or transferred by application to the Treasurer, but 
it has this advantage over the bond : that it is perfectly safe from 
loss, and lost certificates of debt may be renewed to the loser; and, in 
case of sale of such debt, the old certificate is of no value, I:>nt the 
purch~tser is entitled to a new one. 

THE PEOPLE. 

The laboring classes, who to-day have 800,000,000 in savings­
banks and, without doubt, $800,000,000 more hidden away in hellgw 
trees, in the niches of walls, and in old stockings, do not want bonds, 
long or short, large or small, nor 3.65 certificates, which may be lost 
or destroyed. 

Bonds and certificates are a good investment for the middle and 
wealthy classes who can take care of them. They will purchase them, 
and by that means will aid largely in refunding the national debt; 
the Ways and Means measure ought to pass; but with it the laboring 
men who are not able to avail themselves of its advantages are en­
titled to a genuine savings depository; not a spurioUB concern, sail­
ing under false colors, but such a one as only the Post-Office Depart­
ment has the machinery for and can manage successfully-a depos­
itory through whose agency this Government can borrow 1,000,000,000 
from the poor who cannot and who do not desire to invest in bonds. 

The Treasury, under the Ways and Means bill, can gather the sav­
ings of the middle and the wealthy classes, and through the agency 
of the Post-Office Department it can also absorb the small earnings 
of the poor. 

The two measures should go hand in hand. Neither is complete 
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without the other, but no postal depository, so called, can succeed 
which does not provide both entire securit,y and facility of with­
drawal, while at the same time giving evidence of indebtedness, the 
loss of which does not involve the loss of the depositor's savings. 
That the poorer classes do not desire to have their earnings invested 
in bonds ; that they prefer lower interest with the option of with­
drawal at any time; that their constantly recurring desires and ne­
cessities cause them to shun any scheme which, in appearance even, 
ties up their money, is shown by 

• THE EXPEBIENCE OP THE CANADIAN POSTAL BANKS. 

The Canadian system was inaugurated on the 1st day of April, 
1868, and 4 per cent. interest was offered on all deposits subject to 
withdrawal on demand; but as an inducement for the people to make 
permanent investments 5 per cent. was offered on permanent invest­
ments, now known as Dominion stock. Great efforts were made to 
put this 5 per cent. stock on the market through the agency of the 
post-office department, but experience has proven that the smaller 
rate of interest is preferred by the masses, the great elements of its 
popularity being the pass·book, the certificate of deposit, the with­
drawal check; the pass-book, because being in the depositor's own 
possession it is the ever-present memorandum of the act of the receiv­
ing office; the certificate of deposit, because it is not transferable 
and is the evidence received from the department of the inviolable 
faith of the government for the protection of his earnings pledged 
to the depositor in his personal identity; the withdrawal check, be­
cause it is also not transferable and protects the depositor from all 
possibility of losses, especially from those most common among the 
poor who have no place for the safe-keeping of their personal treas­
ures, the losses by the elements, by improvidence or carelessness, by 
fraud, and by robbery, losses against which there is no protection in 
case of small bonds, bank-notes, coin, postal orders indorsed to bearer, 
and all other devices of a like nature. 

Dming the first three months after the establishment of the Can­
adian. system, from April! to June 30, 1868, 130,688.89 were depos­
ited on 4 per cent. pass-book account and 73,900 in 5 per cent. (bonds) 
stock, being 56t cents stock for every 1 in pass-books. 

June 30, 1869, the balance stood: In pass-books, $503,614.26; in 
stock, 853,200; or 70 cents in stock for each dollar in pass-books. 

J nne 30, 1870, the balance was: In pass-books, $939,948.83; in stock, 
$648,900.10; or 69 cents in stock for each pass-book dollar. 

June 30, 1871, it stood: In pa-ss-books, $1,396,309.65; in stock, 
$1,100,900; or 79 cents to $1. · · 

June 30, 1872: In pass-books, $2,144,600.01; in stock, $951,900; or 
44l cents to $1. 

June 30, 1873: In pass-books, $2,504,651.57; in stock, 702,400; or 
28 cents to 1. 

June 30, 1874: In pass-books, $2,692,865.46; in stock, 512.100; or 
19 cents in stock to each dollar in pass-books. 

J nne 30, 1875: In pass-books, 2,525,390.48; in stock, $400,700; or 
15-l cents to $1. 

June 30, 1876: In pass-books, $2,432,852.59; in stock, $308,100; or 
12i cents in stock to each dollar in pass-books. 

June 30, 1877, there remained a balance: In pass-books, $2,375,-
537.47; and in stock only $264,400; being 11.1 cents in st-ock to each 
dollar in pass-books. . 
T~ it will be seen that while in the six years ended June 30, 1877, 

the open pass-book accounts drawing 4 percent. interest. han increased 
from $1,~96,359.65 to $2,375,537.47, (nearly double,) the amount in­
vested in 5per cent. Dominion stock (bonds) had fallen from 1,100,900 
to 264,400, (t-o less than one-fourth.) In other words, of the stand­
ing amount invested for depositors by the Canadian post-office de­
partment up to June 30, 1871, five-ninths was in 4 per cent. open 
account and four-ninths in 5 per cent. government stock or bonds; 
while on June 30, 1877, six years later, the relative proportions were 
nine-tenths in 4 per cent. open account and only one-tenth in 5 per 
cent. stock. 

tion ; and in so doing this postal savings system will perform a 
greater work of benevolence and beneficence than all the charity and 
Christianizing associations of the day. It will promote thrift, it will 
elevate the poor man and give him self. respect, it will save his fam­
ily from starvation in times of business depression, it will prevent 
labor riots and communism, it will cement the ma-sses with a com­
mon interest for the integrity of the Governmen+,, it will give pro­
tection to the poor citizen,such a protection as the Constitution con­
templates, but which he has never as yet received. The Government 
owes this protection to its people, and they will shout their thanks 
to the Congress which awards it. 

If any other plan, misnamed postal savings, is adopted it will fail 
of its purpose, and will entail, as I have shown, an expense of 2 per 
cent. on the face value of the obligations issued. Let us have one 
which can be managed at an expense of less than 1 per cent. 

CANADIAN POSTAL S.A.VINGS·B.A.NK. 

TABLl~ A.-Bwtiness of fiscal year ending June 30, 18i7.* 

Number. Amount. 

Total number of banks·-- · ----·---·-------·----··· --·· 287 
Total number of accounts _-.- ............. __ ... _. . . . . . 24, 074 

Total number of transactions.-- { WfiliXr~~ : ~~; ~;~} 57, 7G9 

Totalnumberof clerks, central office.·--···--··-· · ··- · 15 
Total amount of deposits on interest.·--·-··--·.·-··-· .. --- ·-·- .. 
Average number of account.'! at each bank. ··--·-·----· t'4 

. -. $2; 375~ 537-47 
A v~rage number of transactions at e.'\Ch bn.nk . --. . . . . 201 
Average number of accounts to each clerk at central 

office .. ·--···-··-····-····· · ··-····-········-···---·· · 1,505 
Average number of tra.n.sactions to each clerk at central 

office- ----··----- ·----· ·--- -- · -----.- -· ··-· ... _ -·. _. 3, 611 
Average amount of e.'\Ch account-------·---··.·-··----· 
Average amount of each deyosit ·----·· -----· --··--·-· 
Average amount of each Withdrawal . ----- . _-. _-- _. __ . 

*Average cost of each transaction, ~.2 cents. 

DR. 

To cost of management, in­
cluding 15 clerks at cen­
tral office.-·· __ ·----·--·· 

One-fourth of 1 per cent. on 
total amount of deposits . 

And miscellaneons items _. 

Total-----·----·-----·· 

Expemes. 

$10,000 00 

3, 802 50 
1, 346 63 

151,49 13 

No data. 

Percentage of cost of man­
agement to balance due 
depositors, .57 per cent. 

TABLE B.-British postal savings-bank, (fractions omitted.) 

109 60 
42 11) 
70 49 

CR. 

Number. Amounts. 

1d76. 
Total number of banks···-·---·····--·--·-----·------· 5, 448 ·---·- ·-····---· 
Total number of oooounts .. ·---·· ---· -· ·----· ·--· ···-·· 1, 702,374 - ~ -·------·----· 
Total number of trnnsactions 5 De;Posited .. - 3, 1G6, 136 

· ~ Withdrawn. 1, 195, 603 
4, 361,739 ·-·· ·- ·--··-. -- · 

Total number of clerks in central office, (estimated)... 450 ..•.••. -··-·---· 
Total amount of deposits on interest ....... _ .. __ . -----. $130, 393, 336 00 
Average number of accounts at each bank .. ----·...... 312 ··---· ·-----·--· 
Average number of transa~tions at each bank . .. -·---· 801 ·--·-----· ····-· 
Average number of accounts, each clerk. central office. 3, ll'l ·-·---·--· ·---·· 
Average number of transactions, each clerk, central 

office ... __ -··-· __ .·-._ ... --- __ --- ___ .. -- .. ·-._-·.--_-. 9, 693 . --- __ -·-- ___ --· 
Average amount of each account·--·---··--·-----·---· 77 00 
Average amount of each deposit ------------------ ·--· 13 70 
Average amount of ea~h withdrawal.----··----··----- 31 48 

It ifi of no possible pecuniary or other interest to the Government Cost of management, (items not stated).---·----··----· ·--------· 
whether the money of the people is invested in long bonds or short 
bonds, postal savings money-orders, 3.65 certificates, or pass-book 
accounts; or whether that money is procured through the agency of 
the Treasury f!yndicate, national banks, or the Post-Office Depart­
ment, so that it is obtained at reasonable rate of interest and at the 
lowest possible expense in the way of fees, percentages to agents, 
and other similar deductions from the face value of its obligations. 
If the Government borrows from its citizens through t.he direct agency 
of the Treasury and gives them its obligations in the shape of 4 per 
cent. bonds, it derives no advantage from that plan over that of 
borrowing through the agency of the Post-Office Department and 
giving to its people its obligations in the form of pass-book accounts 
and inscribed debt upon the books of the Treasury. In either case 
the money is received, in either ca.se 4 per cent. interest is paid, in 
either case the money is used in refunding the national indebtedness; 
but there is a. most important advantage which the postal savings 
system possesses over any other plan. 

608,154 00 

It is that it reaches down to the newsboy, the washerwoman, the 
laborer, the mechanic, the soldier, the sailor, and the factory opera­
tive, and takes up, as with a sponge, the small drops which the 
Treasury with its bonds system can never reach, the hundreds of 
ptillions of the grand amount of which few can have any concep-

TABLE C.-Postal sav-ings depositories, (Waddell's bill.)-Estimated cost 
of management for one year; number of ojficers, four thmLBand; amount 
of deposits, $50,000,000; average amount standing to credit of all open 
accotmts, 100,000,000. 

Number. Amount. 

Estimated number of accounts·----··--------··· 800, 000 ------ ·-··------
Estimated number of deposits.--·-·---···--··--· 1, 300,000 ··--···----· ·--· 
Estimated amount of de_posita.- .. ·----·---·- .. --. ··---- ··-· ... --· eso, 000,000 00 
Estimated number of Withdrawals.·-···-·--··-- · 650,000 -----· ·--······· 
Estimated amount of withdrawals.·----· .. -. . . -· ·----- --------·· 40,000,000 00 
Estimated amount standing to credit of deposit-

orB, average . . -· .... ·--- --------. ·-- · ....... --· ----·----------· 100,000, 000 00 Estimated number of a~counts at each office, 
average ... --··---·.---·-·---- ... --·------·----· 200 ·----- ------ --- · 

Estimated amount of each account·----·.---·---· ·------·---- ·--· 125 00 
Estimated amount of each deposit·----- .. --·.--· ·---·- ·----· ·-- · 38 46 
Estimated amount of each withdrawaL·-·---·--· ·--·-- -----·--- · 61 54 
Percentage of cost ofmana~ement to balance due 

depositors, four-tenths of 1 per cent. 
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Dr. Expense account. Or. 

By 1 per cent. received from 
Treasurer as interest on 

To office rent·-----.------·--­
To fuel, lights, &c .•••.••.•••. 
To printing, stationery, &c.-­
To 160 clerks, central office.-. 
To 35 clerks, Auditor's Office . 
To clerk hire at post-offices, 

$20,000 
1,500 

25,000 
180,000 
46,000 

nine· tenths of balance due 
depositors, ($100,000,000).. $900, 000 

one-fourth of 1 :per cent.-- .. 
To miscellanoous1tems ..••••. 
To net re>enue ---···--·--··-· 

125, 000 
6,000 

496,500 

900,000 

Balance (one-tenth) of amount 
being in transit or reserve. 

900,000 

Total cost of management is f403,500, or eight-tenths of 1 per cent. on total amonnt 
($50,000,000) of deposits received during the year. · 

N. B. The number and amount of withdrawals is averaged from 
the experience of the British and Canadian systems : 

TABLE D. 
The deposits received in one year, est·imated at 50,000,000. These tables 

are based on, the experience of the money-order btutiness; two tables: first 
table shhwing cost of postal-savings business, (tender the Robbins bill,) 
by th.e transaction, supposing the whole business to pails through 'llW'T/..eY­
order offices; second table shows percentage of cost of rnanagtmtent to each 
$1 of deposits received; mtmber of transactions indefinite. 

Total by transactions. 

3,333,333 money-orders, averag­
ing $15each, {as deposits,) at 
13 cents . ••....•......... .. .. 

Extra labor on money-orders 
forTreasury, &c., at6cents .. 

1, 333,333 withdrawals, at 13 
cents·-------··--·---··----· 

Extra labor on withdrawals, (as 
above,) at 6 cents .. ···---·-· 

Extra cost of applications for 
withdrawal at paying offices, 
at 1 cent .. -----·----· .. -----. 

Annual cost of keeping ac­
count.~ at Treasury, with 
416,667 depositors, at45 cents 
each.----··--·--···----·----· 

Total, (2-i\r per cent) • _ •••. 

Amount. 

f433,334 

200,000 

173,333 

80,000 

13,333 

187,500 

1, 087,500 

Indefinite amount, by per cent­
ages on deposits. 

Cost per $1 of issuin~oney-
orders of ordinary · d .. --. 

Extra labor on money-orders 
for Treasury·----------·---· 

Issuing withdrawal orders .507 
of 1 per cent., and extra cost 
of applications for same, .27 
of 1 per cent·----·--··- · .... 

Annual cost of keeping ac-
counts, at Tr!'}asury, with 
depositors ·--·-- ·----- ----·· 

Total per cent.·----···-· 

l 

i 

h 

i 

2x\ 

In addition to the above, some work at the Treasury will be re­
quired which is not estimated above. The fees on withdrawals to 
be paid by depositors, (estimated at 266,667,) and the t of 1 per cent. 
provided by act of July 14, 1870, ( 250,000)==$516,667, or about half 
the expense estimated above. 

MEMORANDUM. 

In Canada: During the five years ended June 30, 1876, the cost of 
management of the postal savings business was .652 (i) of 1 per cent. 
on the total am'?unt of deposits received, and .450 (less than t) of 1 
per cent. on the average balance standing to tho credit of depositors. 

In Great Britain, : During the five years ended December 31, 1876, 
the cost of management waa 1.22 (nearly 11) per cent. on the deposits, 
and .443 (h) of 1 per cent. on balance due depositors. 

The difference between the above and the cost of management esti­
mated under the Robbins bill is due to the proposed use of an expen­
sive double system of money-orders. Let the post-office do this work 
in its own way by a cheaper plan. 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF THE MEXICAN WAR. 

Mr. BANNING. I ask the Clerk to read the title of the bill on 
which I propose to submit some remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H. R. No. 257) zranting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the 

Mexican and other wars therein named. 
Mr. BANNING. Mr. Speaker, it is with sincere regret that I feel 

compelled by a sense of ducy to the aged soldiers of the Mexican war 
to take part in a discussion to which the opponents of this mea.sure 
have sought to give a sectional coloring. 

Sir, I am one of those who believe that sectional feeling should 
have died out with the issues which were buried by the late unfor­
tunate strife. But, sir, we cannot close our eyes to the fact that it is 
the avowed purpose of some men, leaders of the opposition, at all 
times and on all occasions and in all places to endeavor to rekindle 
the flames which well-nigh destroyed our country, by appeals to the 
passions and prejudices that naturally held sway during the war, but 
which it is the part of patriotism and statesmanship to bury forever 
under the ashes of·forgiveness and charity. 

Sir, it is said by gentlemen on the other side of this Chamber that 
a few of these aged men who bore the Stars and Stripes across the 
lofty Cordilleras and planted tltem in victory in the halls of the 
Montezumas; men who added within a small fraction of a thousand 
millions of square miles of territory to our country and of billions of 
wealth, a territory that has already produced over one billion of 
dollars of the precious metals-they say a. few of these old heroes 
sympathized with the confederacy, and that therefore this bill should 

not pass. Why, Mr. Speaker, this is the argument of agitators and 
politicians, and not of patriotism. It is true, sir, there are snch em­
braced in the provisions of this bill, and I am rejoiced, air, to say, as 
I know can be said in all troth and hon·esty, that the loyal Mexican 
volunteers, many of whom were found in the ranks of the Union 
Army from 1861 to 1865, will ever denounce, as they have already 
done, any bill which proposes to pension them alone, and leave to 
poverty and hunger their comrades who fought with them at Cerro 
Gordo, Churubusco, Contreras, Molino del Rey, and Chapultepec, 
under the folds of the flag which now waves over this Hoose. 

The Mexican Veteran Association of Illinois have proclaimed these 
principles in declaring in their petition to Congress : 

We cannot ask you to grant a pension unless the bill is broad enough to embrace 
all who served in the Mexican war and through whose service the United States is 
the P'eatest and richest nation in the civilized world. We desire and hope that 
sectional feeling will be cast aside in your action on this question. 

President Washin~on said in his retirement: * * * Sincerely hoping that 
the bonds of our Uruon may be strengthened by wise and jnst enactments ours 
will indeed be a union of hearts and of hands which no foreign foe can break. 

The State Legislatures of Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, California, Oregon, and Nevada have also 
passed resolutions supporting this measure and these principles. 

Mr. Speaker, I hold in my hand an official report from the Adju­
tant-General of onr Army, which shows the States from which were 
enlisted the total force both in the volunteer and regular army for 
the Mexican war. In this list I find companies from thirty of the 
States of this Union, the then three comparatively small States in 
population of Ohio, Indiana., and Illinois contributing one hundred 
and seventy-nine out of the seven hundred and eighty-three compa­
nies of volunteers, or nearly one-fifth of the whole. 

My own State, sir, contributed sixty-five companies, while every 
one of the New England States, except Vermont, every one of the 
Middle States and of the Northwest, furnished companies either to 
the volunteer army or to the new ten regiments of regulars raised 
for the war. Such being the case, it is indeed a marvel why the bill 
shou1d be treated as a sectional one, embra-cing as it does in its 
measures of relief the whole country from Maine to California. 

But, Mr. Speaker, those who seek to defeat the measure on sec­
tional grounds advance another reason; and I must confess, for one, 
that it comes with bad grace from men belonging to a party which 
has drawn hundreds of millions from the Treasury on every pretext 
or pretense that the ingenuity af man or soulless greed of corpora­
tions could invent. They say, forsooth, that we are too poor to pay 
this debt of gratitude; that the veterans of a war which ended 
thirty-two years ago should wait a little longer, unti-l the country 
becomes more prosperous, before asking for the pittance of per 
month which this bill would give them in their declining years. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot forbear in this connection to place before 
the Honse the record of the two parties on this question of economy 
when such arguments are made by those who have always been op­
posed to retrenchment. Compare, sir, the expenditures of this Gov­
ernment for the years 1875 and 1876, appropriated by a Congress 
repo blican in both branches, and the expenditures of 1877 and 1878, 
appropriated by a Congress with a democratic House, and what do 
we find f Why, sir, the actual saving by the democratic House 
reached $55,000,000; and, sir, it mnst be borne in mind in this connec­
tion that had not the democratic House been thwarted at every step 
in the line of retrenchment and reform by republican members on 
this floor and by the action of a republican Senate the savings in 
those two years of a democratic House would have reached fifteen 
millions more, or an aggregate for two years compared with the two 
previous years under republican management of $70,000,000. And, 
sir, had the House been aided by the co-operation of the republican 
administration the reductions would undoubtedly have been much 
greater. 

Taking, by the way of further illustrating democratic attempts at 
economy, the history of the eleven great appropriation bills for the 
support of the Government for the fiscal years 1874, 1875 and 1876, 
appropriated by a. Cong.-esa republican in both branches, and com­
paring them with the billa for the same purposes for the fiscal years 
1877, 1878 and 1879, appropriated by the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth 
Congresses, in which the House was democratic, and we find one long­
continued struggle between democratic economy and republican ex­
travagance. The estimates of the republican administration for the 
three years 1877, 1878 and 1879 reach in round numbers the enormous 
snm of five hundred and sixty-one millions, while the bills as passed 
the democratic House aggregated in round numbers four hundred and 
seventeen millions, showing an attempted reduction of one hundred 
and forty-four millions for three years under the amounts asked for 
by the republican administration. 

Now, sir, what did the republican Senate do when these bills were 
sent there from the democratic HoUBe f Did it join us in our efforts 
at economy f No, sir; it boldly added more than fifty-one millions 
to these bills, as sent them from this House, and for days, ay, for 
weeks and months, contended to secure these increased extravagant 
appropriations. Now, Mr. Speaker, let us go alitt1e further and com­
pare the appropriations of former years with those made since this 
Honse became democratic. The appropriations for 1874, 1875, and 
1876 were in round numbers $532,()00,000 while those for 1877, 1878, 
and 1879, aa finally passed, amounted in round numbers to four hun­
dred and forty-three millions, a democratic reduction of $89,000,000 
in three yean:1. Or if the bills had become laws in the shape thef 
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were passed by the democratic House the reduction would have been 
one hundred and fourteen millions in three years. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, while this democratic House has set its face 
as a flint against extravagant appropriations in every possible shape, 
while it has cut off useless expenditures wherever it could, neverthe­
less it has !jlteadily adhered to its policy of liberal enactments for the 
benefit of the nation's heroes. It has cut everywhere except into the 
pension-roll. 

Let us look at that record. In 1877, during the second session of 
the Forty-fourth Congress, we passed a bill for arrearages of pensions 
to the Union soldiers of the late war, providing that the pension should 
commence from date of death or discharge from service f Did the 
republican Senate pMS that bill f No, sir. While steadily piling up 
extravagant appropriations upon the bills sent them from this House, 
adding on to them over ·seventeen millions ef dollars during that one 
session alone, it refused to pass the measure of justice to the wounded 
soldiers, and, sir, upon the ground of economy. 

Again, during the second session of the present Congress we passed 
a bill for the same purpose, an<;l that republican Senate which added 
dpring that session more than fourteen millions to the appropriation 
bills that passed this House, refused or neglected to pass it upon the 
ground of economy. At last, sir, public opinion has forced it tore­
cede from its opposition to this measure of justice, and within a few 
days past it has yielded a. reluctant assent to the patriotic senti­
ments of the country. But, Mr. Speaker, no sooner had the bill 
passed the Senate, when the more favored classes of the conntry, un­
der the championship of the Secretary of the Treasury, made the most 
earnest efforts to secure its veto by the President, not on the ground, 
sir, that the measure was wrong, but, sir, on the ground that it would 
take too much money to pay these debts, or that it might interfere 
with resumption. Luckily, sir, for the poor pensioner, the current of 
opinion had set so strong in his favor that a republican President 
dared not to follow the precedent of his predecessor, who failed to ap­
prove the eqaalization of bounty bill, and the widow, the orphan, and 
the crippled soldier will soon rejoice in the receipt of ba{)k pensions, 
which they_ never would have obtained but for the persistent efforts 
of a democratic House. 

The democratic Hoose of the Forty-fourth Congress passed at its 
first session an act to equalize the bounties of soldi~rs who served in 
the late war for the Union, a measure demanded upon every principle 
of justice and equality; what action did the republican Senate take 
upon this measure f Why, sir, that body which during that session 
added more than nineteen millions of dollars to the appropriation 
bills over the amount sent to them by this House refused to do justice 
to the Union soldiers, and that, too, sir, upon the ground of economy. 

In the Forty-fourth Congress this House passed a bill to repeal the 
limitations upon applications by soldiers who had lost their horses in 
battle during the late war, and the republican Senate, which during 
that Congress added more than thirty-six millions of dollars to the 
appropriation bills as they passed this House, refused this small 
measure of justice to the Union soldiers on the ground of economy. 

And now, sir, when we propose to pension the old Mexican soldiers, 
thirty-two years after the war which secured us a territory as large 
and a treasure greater than the whole of the country at its founda­
tion, we are told that we are too poor to pay the small and annually 
decreasing amount necessary to pay somo seven thousand survivors 
the pittance of $8 per month. And, sir, we are told this by men be­
longing to 'that very party whose administration have asked in three 
years for $144,000lo_oo more than we were willing to grant for the use­
less objects for wnich it was asked, and who have added millions to 
the expenditures of the Government and millions to the taxes which 
the consumers of the country are paying for the benefit of the privi­
leged classes. 

It comes from men, sir, who are representatives of a party which 
has squandered hundreds of millions of our wealth upon corporations 
and favored classes; which has given away hundreds of millions of 
acres of the very land that was bought by the blood and sweat of 
these MeXican volunteers. It comes, sir, from a party which seems 
to regret that our country is again united, and which would forever 
stir up sectional hate in order that it may continue to rule the country 
through passion and prejudice, and plunder the people under the pre­
tense of paternal government. I venture to assert, Mr. Speaker, 
that, had the expense of the Government been confined within the 
proper limits llistead of being swelled to tho enorriloU:s :figures that 
republican Congresses and Administrations have made them reach, 
we would be in position now to do more justice than we have done 
or attempted to do the Union soldiers, and with less burden to the tax­
payers than we can promise to-day. 

Mr. Speaker, in contradistinction to the attitude taken by the 
other side of this House with that of the democratic party on the 
question of its treatment of the Union soldiers, I desire to call the 
attention of the House to the record we have made. 

It mnst lte remembered, sir, that immediately foRowing tbe war 
an act was passed which provided that-

Persons honorably discharged from the military or naval service of the United 
States by reason of disability resulting from wounds or sickness incurred in the 
line of duty shall be preferred for appointments to civil offices. 

How, sir, was this plain enactment of the law ca'rried out by the 
Administration which of all others made the loudest professions of 
Passion!-'te love for ~he Union soldiers, and how~ it obeyed to-day f 
Why, ·srr, there are m my State thous~ds of Uruon veterans, as _cap-

able as any man that can be found anywhere in this land, who wonld 
gladly serve in the civil departments of the Government and who 
have been renumd office, while others, civilians, less competent than 
they, have been put in the places that under this law should be filled 
by them. I have in my mind at present a wounded veteran of my 
own city, accomplished, talented, brave, and competent who would 
gladly take the consulship which has been awarded to Coionel Mosby, 
There is another in my own State whose name will be remembered 
for his gallant services throughout the war so long as this country 
lasts, who could fill with credit to himself and without detriment to 
the Government the position now occupied by the distinguished 
David M. Key in Mr. Hayes's Cabinet. 

I do net say, Mr. Speaker, that he should be put in the Cabinet, 
for, sir, he is a democrat, and of too stern stuff to be purchased with 
the offer of a Cabinet or any other position. I merely mention these 
instances to show that the law has never been heeded by republican 
Administrations and that the "loyalty" of which republicans prate 
so glibly oil the stump and in these Halls means "loyalty" to the 
republican party and not "loyalty" to the Union. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, so flagrant and open was the violation of this 
·act that at the last session this House passed an act makin~ it a penal 
offense for any person to violate or set at naught any of Its provis­
ions. That act is still sleeping in the committee-room of the Senate. 

I desire also to call the attention of the House to a short Htate­
~ent of the various bills on kindred subjects passed by the demo· 
cratic Honse and the action taken upon them by a republican Senate : 

An act authorizing the President to appoint James Shields a brig­
adier-general on the retired list of the Army passed the House April 
8, 1878. 

An Mt gra.~ting a pension of 100 a month to James Shields origi­
nated in tne House, and became a law June 18, 1878. 

An act making it punishable by a fine not exceeding $5,000 and by 
imprisonment not exceeding two years for any peFSon to willfully vio­
late or set at naught any of the provisions of the law which requires 
preference for appointment to civil offices to be given to pers~ns oth­
erwise qualified who have been honorably discharged from the mili­
tary or naval service on account of wounds or otherdisabilitypassed 
the House June 10, 1878. 

An act providing that all pensions growing out of the late war shall 
commence from the date of death or discharge, and for the payment 
of such arrearages, passed the House, 1877, and failed in the Senate. 
Passed the House second session of the present Congress and is now 
the law. 

An act equalizing the bounties of soldiers who served in the late war 
for the Union passed the Hoose June 20,1876, and died in the Senate. 

A similar bill, passed by the casting vote of the soldier's friend, Vice­
President Wilson, failed to meet with the ::~.pproval of President Grant. 

A similar bill has been considered and approved by the Military 
Committee, reported to this House, and is now pending upon the pub-
lic Calendar. • 

An act increasing the pension of persons who have lost an arm or 
leg originated in and passed this House May 23, 1878. 

An act increasing the pensions of soldiers and sailors who have 
lost both hands, both feet, or both eyes, to 72 a month, originated in 
the House and became a law June 17,1876. 

An act ptoviding fourteen messengers on the soldiers' roll at the 
House, provided said messengers served in the Union Army, passed 
J nne 19, 1878. 

An act providing that the office of pension agent shall be filled by 
wounded or disabled soldiers, passed Aprilll, 1H78. 

An act protecting pensioners against exorbitant fees passed March 
8, 1878. 

An act providing for pension to children of deceased Union soldiers 
after the remarriage of the widow passed the House May 24, 1878. 

An act appropriating money to pay the soldiers of the Mexican 
war the three months' pay provided for in the act of 1848 passed Jan­
nary 17, 1b70. 

An act directing the Secretary of the Interior to place on the pen­
sion-roll surviving soldiers and widows of deceased soldiers of the 
war of 1~12. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, with such a record as this the democratic 
Hoose can safely go to the country secure of the approbation of the 
patriotic and the just. In the light of such legislation it need not 
fear the denunciation of agitators who would have us punish in their 
old age a few Mexican veterans who possibly may have strayed under 
the folds of another flag than 'lihat which they carried to victory in 
Mexico. Let us do right, whatever may be said of us, and trust to the 
calm judgment of the American people to vindicate our course. 

If, sir, at this late hour, nearly fourteen years after the close of the 
late civil war, a new persecution is to be begun and a new crusade 
to be waged against those who were then against us but are now of 
us, and as pa'triotic as any, then, sir, we may in;deed despair of the 
Republic. For one, sir, I have more cbnfidence ~the people of the 
North, and do not believe that they will be led away from right and 
justice by appeals to passion and prejudice. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I appeal to every gentleman upon 
this floor to divest himself of partisan feeling in considering this sub­
ject; and I beg them to give favorable ear to the voice of some of my 
constituents, Mexican veterans, as expressed in the following letter: 

CINCINNATI, February 1, 1878. 
GID.'TLEMEN : As there is some probability that the bill granting pensio~ to t4Q 
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.surviving soldiers of the Mexican war ~y again be brought before the Honse 
during the present session, we, the undersigned, survivors of that wa;rJ most re­
spectfully ask yonr kind and earnest effort in behalf of · the bill, and it possible 
prevent a. repetition of the treatment it received when last before the House. 
Nearly all the signers are dependent upon their dail_y labor for the support of their 
families, and with scarcely an exceJ?tiOn are suffenng from chronic diseases, con­
tracted while serving their country m Mexico. 
George Mason, Company L Kentucky Charles Williams, Fourth Ohio Volun-

Cavnlry, Colonel Marsnall. teers. 
S. II. Long, Company H, First Ohio Vol- J.D. Holcomb, Fourth Ohio Volunteers. 

nnteer Infantr;y. J. H. Rendias, Fourth Ohio Volunteers. 
W : L. Douglass, Company K, First Ohio Charles Cafvert, United States Navy, 

Volunteer Infantry. frigate Raritan. 
James Kissick, First Rifles, Ohio Volun- Samuel DeKnight, United States Navy, 

teers. ship Independence. 
RichardMasou, First Ohio Volunteer In- William Hayden, United States Navy, 

fantry. ship Columbus. 
W. C. Hefferman, Company E, First Frederick Rund, Missouri Volunteers. 

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Henrv Laske, Texas Ranaers. 
J. R. Husten, First Ohio Volunteer In- Fred: Berger, Maryland Volunteers, 

fantry. . Company E. 
George Kuhn, First Ohio Volunteer In- William Wempith, First Dragoons, 

fantry. · CompanyK. 
Captain Phil. Miller, First Ohio Volun- Robert Smith, First United States Rilles. 

teer Infantry. Frank Smith, Second United States In-
Benjamin Heur, Second Ohio Volunteer fantry. 

Infantry. . Jolm McConnel, Fifth United States In-
J. P. Jacobs, Second Ohio Volunteer In- fantry. · . 

fantry. Christ. Long, Eleventh United States 
Adam Kappel, Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
· Infantry. E. C. Snider, Elevent.h United States In-

.R.. G. McDonald, Third Kentucky. fantry. 
William A. Beard, Second Kentucb."J·· S. C. Staley, Fifteenth United States In-
Nic Riven berger, First Kentucky. fan try. 
Lafayette Atkinson, First Indiana. A. R. Russell, Fourth Ohio Volunteers, 
W. S. Phipps, Second Pennsylvania. Company F, Colonel Brough. 
.Mike Banr, Third Ohio Volunteers. 

Hons. MILTO~ SAYLER and H. B. B.u.~G. 

COl\Il\IERCIAL RELATIO~S WITH 1\IEXICO. 

:Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, t.he United States to-day stand first among 
nations in commercial opportunities. The outside world observes them 
and comments on our possibilities in terms of unqualified praise. A 
former prime minister of England, Gladstone, prophesies that we will 
jn the future probably wrest from them the commercial primacy. At 
the opening of Parliament in December the present premier, Lord 
Beaconsfield, expressed substantially tho same sentiment when he 
said: "Enteqnise in America reacts on that of England. I look for­
ward with much confidence to tbe influence of American industrv and 
enterprise shortly producing more favorable results than we ean now 
-estimate/' Lord Derby recently paid ns a similar compliment. The 
question arises, do we see ourselves as others do f Do we see and appre­
ciate our brilliant opportunities f I fear not, and that politics still 
retain the t~one while material interests play a minor part. Bnt 
-there are many present indications that the order will soon be re­
vel'Sed, placing business before politics. Our distin_guished Minister 
of State, Secretary Evarts, bas more than once pointed out to the 
people of this country as a desirable policy for the future "full" for­
-eign trade. In a recent after-dinner speech in New York he said: 

Sometimes statesmen have had no resources, after the dissentions ef civil war 
were composed, but to find some new energy, and some new excitement, that would 
llllite the discordant elements and impulses in an advance upon a forei~ enemy; 
but this great and enlightene<l people know that it is better worth the1r while to 
make an advance upon fhe commerce of the world. 

Mr. Evarts himself set .the example by makin·g such an advance 
more than a year and a half ago when be sent instructions to the con­
suls and &ther official representatives of the United States througb­
-<>ut the civilized world to examine and report l!tow we could best ex­
tend aur trade. It devolves upon us to give this new commercial 
departure every possible support. We, who are sent here to serve the 
people, have material as well as political interests to gnarq. We 

• w.ill fail in our duty if we leave obstacles in the way of commercial 
progress. We should rather be tha pathfinders of commerce in ad­
vance of the people, and see that all avenues of trade are kept open 
for their unrestrained use and profit. It is my privilege to represent 
in this House one of the districts of the commercial metropolis of 
the Mississippi Valley, a city with whose interests I have all my life 
been identified. Looking from that stand-point I see south and south­
west of the great valley the Spanish American nations which con­
·stitute a new, open, and all-important :field for the exports of our 
surplus products and manufl\(}tures. I believe that to be a favorite 
field of the State Department which would make a specialty of Ameri­
-can commerce and build up a continental policy. At least I so inter­
pret some official acts and unofficial remarks of the present Secretary. 

Those nations, comprising :Mexico, Central America; Cuba, San 
Domingo, and the other West Indies; Peru, Chili, Venezuela, and the 
-other republics of South America, together with the PortugeseEmpire 
-Qf .Brazil, have a total population of over forty million souls, or nearly 
the same as that of our thirty-eight States. They are very deficient 
in manufactures, and in that respect very dependent upon. other na­
-tions. They have in the past depended chiefly upon Great Britain, 
France, Germany, and Holland for the supply of their varied demands. 
But they are to-day seeking more intimate commercial relations with 
us, and blind indeed are we to our own interests if we repel their 

-friendly advances. Of these nations the first in order of distance, 
natural resources, and demand for the arts of Olll" civilization to help 
-develop that wealth is Mexico. She should, tqen, first receive our 
·consideration; self4 interest requires it. Unless we soon occupy more 
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foreign fields the fallacious cry of overproduction will necessarily 
gain many converts. It is claimed that overproduction has thrown 
upon our bands millions of dollars in wares which cannot be disposecl 
of, and that the products of the farm yield a retn.m so small that the 
producer is discouraged, while the manufacturer stores away his sur­
plus product fora future market, closes his mills and furnaces entirely, 
or runs them upon hnlf or one-third time. Bot I maintain that the 
proper term is underconsumption. Just so long as there is upon the 
face of the earth a human being unshod, unclothed, or unfed, a farm 
without implements, a mine in need of machinery, a State without 
railways, it is idle to talk of overproduction. We should continue 
to produce and manufacture until the whole world is supplied witli 
the necessities and conveniences of lifo. The question which first 
presents itself is, how can we reach these 1moccupied or undersnp-
plied foreign fields with our commerce T · 

With Mexico the natural facilities for transportation are twofold­
by land and water-while from the United States to the other states 
of Spanish America railways are either impossible or impracticable. 
Our southwestern railway lines have advanced from several direc­
tions nearly to the Mexiean border, and t.here abruptly end before an 
imaginary Chinese wall. But it is only imaginary, for every part of 
the long dividing line of over fifteen hundred miles is susceptible of 
an easy crossing. \Ve have a comprehensive rail\vay system spread 
out like net-work all over our great country, while Mexico has but 
one short liJle from the Golf to her capital on the table-lands. Be­
tweeR the two syst&ms there is a gap of about one thousand miles, 
the country between the City of Mexico and the railways of Texas 
being as great a stranger to the locomotive-whistle as the interior of 
Africa . 

Looking at the other side of the picture, facilities for communica­
tion by water, we find a similar negleet of opportunities. Between 
Mexico and the United States is the Gulf of Mexico, a small sea 
nearly surrounded by the two republics, the former having seven­
teen hundred and seventy-nine miles of coast line, and the latter 
nearly the same. The distances across this sea from the principal 
ports of the one country to those of the other are comparatively 
short. While the steamship line from New Orleans to Rio Janeiro, 
for the Brazilian trade, is five thousand and seventy miles, that to 
Vera Cruz is but about eleven humlred miles. From Galveston to Vera 
Cruz the distance is only seven huntlred and ninety miles. I do not 
make this comparison to disparage trade relations with Brazil, for I 
indorse and will actively support that meritorious enterprise. I do 
it to show the remarkaule advantages we have for commerce with 
Mexico. This Gulf, or American Mediterranean, should be as closely 
checkered with steamship lines as is the EuropeaR MediteiTanean, 
for the countries resting upon the former are quite as rich in natural 
resources as Italy, France, Greece, Turkey, and Egypt, which border 
the latter sea. 

:New Orleans, Galveston, Mobile, and Vera Cruz .should he as re­
nowned for commerce as Tyre and Sidon of old or Constantinople 
and other Mediterranean ports of to-day. Unfortunately few steam­
ers cross the Gulf. There is but one line from the Mississippi Valley 
t{) Vera Cruz, and that is subsidized only by :Mexico. The steamers 
of that line make the trip from New Orleans but once in three weeks. 
There is bot one line from New York to Vera Cruz, with a steamer 
every other week. We have, then, no existing rail way lines to Mexico, 
and almost no facilities for water transportation across the Gulf. 
Such an exclusive policy is a marked discredit tt> American enterprise 
unless the fJ_uality of the commercial exchanges between the two 
countries is undesirable. On the contrary, the nature of that trade 
is most desirable and profitable, for each. nation is deficient in staple 
articles which the other needs. We import ea~h year, chiefly from 
Cuba, sugar and molasses to the value of $80,000,000. Mexico bas 
sugar-producing States which can, when dtweloped, easily supply the 
whole of that demand. Our annual imports of ·coffee amount to over 
~o,ooo,ooo, and if th~y were double that sum Mexico could supply 
1t all. · 

In making this assertion I do not rely upon the statistics of Mexi­
cans, who might be considered too enthusiastic over the capabilities 
of their native land, but upon the official reports of our consuls, the 
writings of Baron Humboldt, and the observations of Englishmen and 
Americans who have seen for themselves the wonderful fertility of 
the sugar and coffee plantations of Mexico. We import each year 
tropical and other fruits to the value of $11,000,000. Here agairi 
could Mexico supply an important demand, fer her oranges grow in 
such abundance that they rot under the trees for want of a foreiga 
market. We have extensive use for fancy woods, nearly every va­
riety of which could be supplied from her forests. We have paper­
mills all over our country which require an immense supply of raw 
material. Mexico has a fiber-plant well suited for this use, and it 
grows in such profusion that it might easily supply all the mills of 
America and Europe. Her supply of dye-stuffs is simply inexhausti­
ble. Over one hundred million dollars' worth of c.ochineal was pro­
duced in the state of Oaxaca alone in a period of seventy-five years. 
That prolific republic can, in brief, supply all the products which we 
import from Cuba, Brazil, and other tropicallan~ually well as 
regards the quality of the supply, and better as regards conve•iences 
of transportation, for in the near future there will exist the competi­
tive forces of land and water carriage, which we can never have 
with the other nations south of us. 
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If, perchance, it should happen that we do not need coffee, sugar, 
dye-stuffs, fruits, &c., to the extent of Mexico's demand for our man­
ufactures, we can take in return an article which she- alwayj has in 
great abundance and for which we can always find use. I allude to 
silver, which for many years, and I think every year of her long and 
varied history, has constituted the chief item of her exports. From 
the conquest of l\Iexico by Cortez in 1521 to the beginning of 1876 
she produced $3,262,000,000 in silver, or nearly half of the world's 
:product during the same period, which was, in round numbers, 
$7,232,000,000. I venture to say no nation upon the face of the earth 
can supply a more select, desirable, and profitable class of exports 
than, these which I have just enumerated. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what can we do for Mexico Y We can supply 
from the neighboring State of California all .the quicksilver which is 
so extensively used in the working of silver. We can supply the farm­
ing implements which are almost unknown to her fertile fields, but so 
very essential to an agricultural development. Think of plantations 
which can produce three crops a year having none but wooden plows. 
It is a discredit to them to work with such primitive tools and a dis­
credit to us that we do not occupy that open field for the sale of our 
unrivaled plows, hoes, shovels, reapers, and other implements. That 
whole republic is ljke a fertile but unstocked farm. It needs a thor­
ough outfit to prepare it for future usefulness and profit. 

We can easily supply the whole of her extensive demand for cotton 
goods, which averages each year about $10,000,000 in value, and which 
is now chiefly supplied by England, France, and Germany. A high 
American authority on the subject of the cotton industry, Edward 
Atkinson, says: 
If we could open the Mexican country to our trade so as to compete fairly there 

with the English and Germans, we could run all the mills of New England on full 
tim~. 

We can furnish the . most improved mining machinery to develop 
her marvelously rich mines which, rudely worked by Spanish and 
Mexican miners, have already produced more than fifteen times as 
much silver as have all the mines of Nevada. In other words, we can 
supply the keys to unlock her unrivaled and, I may say, inexhaustible 
stores of precious metals. 

We can supply the vast quantities of railway iron and supplies 
which the coming development of Mexico will require from our foun­
.deries, rolling-mills, and machine-shops. We cannot well overesti­
mate the importance of being prepared by friendly intercourse for 
"the improvement of tb.at industrial opportunity. In proof of . that 
assertion, Mr. Speaker, I invite yeur attention to a few very signifi­
cant facts. Mexico, with an area and population nearly one-fourth ours 
-her area being 761,640 square miles and her population ten million 
souls-and without navigable- rivers such as supply our great interior 
with facilities for transportation, should at the present time have at 
least one-fourth as many miles of rail way as we. B Q t I find she has less 
than four hundred miles, while we have, in round numbers, eighty 
thousand miles. That rich land which, as we have before remarked, 
annually produces nearly half the silver of the whole world has less 
than one five-hundredth part of the railways of the world. She should 
even now have twenty thousand miles of new railway in order to 
have facilities fo.r transportation proportionate to those of our own 
country. 

Such are a few of the products, manufactures, and wants which 
the one nation can profitably supply the other. They show most 
clearly that no two nations on the face of the earth are so well situ­
ated and fitted to be useful to each other as Mexico and the United 
States. The question then arises, to what extent are they serving 
each otherf 

The official reports show that we sell Mexico no more than we did 
in 1825, just after she had thrown oft' the Spanish yoke and become 
an independent J;lation. We buy from her a little more than we did 
then, but the increase of purchases is far below what it should have · 
been. The statistics of the exchanges between the two countries is 
an interesting study and show conditions which are exceptional in 
foreign trade relations. .Different conclnsioils in regard to the balance 
of trade may be reached by including or excluding coin and bullion, 
which constitute so large a portion of Mexico's exports. If we in­
clude coin and bullion we find that from 1857 to 1877, a period of 
twenty years, we pri.rchased and used of the products of her soil 
$166,000,000 in value, while she used of our products and manufact­
ures but $125,000,000, the balance against us being $41,000,000. If we 
exclude coin and bullion, and contJ;ast the imports and exports of 
merchandise simply, we find that during the same twenty years we 
bought from her $57,000,000 in value, and she of us $120,000,000, the 
balance in our favor being ~,000,000. I think the former compari­
son the fairer, and that we should consider the balance of trade to be 
against us, for the gold and silver which Mexico exports is the pro­
duct of her own soil, as are her fruits, coffee, and sugar. Of the 
$166,000,000 representin~ our imports from Mexico $108,000,000 were 
coin and bullion, of wh1ch l~ter sum about $100',000,000 were silver 
coin, or her own native silver coined in her own mints. 

But this is a tri.fiing interchange of commodities for two ~eat and 
adjoining nations. The trouble is a lack of transportatiOn. The 
old-fashioned stage-coach and the pack-mule comprise nearly all of 
her facilities in that line, and retard her development and obstruct 
our best market. She invites us to invest capital in railways and 
other internal improvements, and when we do this we will not only 

receive large returns upon the C~Jl)ital so employed but swell our ex-
ports to enormous proportions. · 

A temporary drawback is the ill-advised tariff system between the· 
two countries, which needs to be remodeled. It is true that some 
items, such as agricultural implements, mining and other machinery,. 
steam engines and locomotives, and, indeed, very many other articles, 
are on her free list, but other commodities are virtually excluded by­
unnecessary and unwise taxation. Happily there seems to be a wide-­
spread desire on the part of the two countries for a change in this­
respect. That the people of both republics desire more intimate 
business relations is evidenced by many events of to-day. The pres-­
ence in Mexico of about one hundred of our most enterprising mer­
chants and manufacturers indicates our wish as a people. The en­
thusiastic welcome !,hey are receiving from the people, the press, and~ 
the President and cabinet of Mexico proves that they most heartily 
reciprocate. In addition to this industrial excursion, and indeed. 
prior to itJ a few merchants of · my own city had crossed the border 
into Northern Mexico with their wares; a few others had gained a . 
foothold as far south as· the City of Mexico, and are laying the foun­
dation of what must become a future great trade; still others have 
invested in silver mines in -Chihuahua, Durango, ana other border 
States; and I feel safe in asserting they are bot the forerunners of a 
vast industrial army who will. soon help the l\Iexicans develop the 
long-hidden tre~-sures of their soil. 

Our rail way builders have advanced almost to the hitherto unpene­
trated wall, and are ambitions to extend these agencies of material 
progress, peace, and good-will across her table-lands. There is now 
pending in this House a bill provicling ~or a survey as a precursor to 
a railway from the capital of Texas across the border and through 
the rich agricultural and mineral States of Chihuahua and Senaloa 
to the great harbor of Topolovampo, on the Gulf of California. I 
allude to this as it is a pioneer enterprise in the right direction and 
will be of great service to both countries in opening up that unde­
veloped country which all reliable authorities show to be one of the 
richest portions of the earth's surface. A United States consul in 
Mexico, in a recent communication, writes: 

The Topolovampo project is a good one, and if carried out its results will asto111 
ish you alL That is a road that, if built, will do more to Christianize and civilize 
Mexico than all other projects. · 

I look upon this proposed railway as the first connecting link be­
tween two sister republics, and whenever the bill ~ reached on the 
Calendar it will receive my support. I will say the same of all other­
well-considered enterprises in a like direction, for the barbaroutJ ex­
clusive policy which would estrange neighboring republics should be 
stamped as a relic of the dark ages. 

Still further evidence of the popular wish appears in the recent 
action of several of our great cities through their chambers of com­
merce, in inviting the distinguished Mexican minister to visit ancl 
address them upon the subject of commercial relations. Boston, New 
York, Newark, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Chicago, have in this man­
ner exchanged friendly compliments with M~xico. Mr. Zamacona 
has already accepted an invitation from the chamber of commerceo.f 
my own city, and I trust he will find it convenient to visit the com­
mercial centers all over our great country and see for himself what 
we can do for his land in the way of manufactures, to help develop 
its natural resources. This accomplished aud progressive statesman,.. 
who advocates so ably the cause of commerce and the arts of peace, 
is rendering invaluable service to two great nations, and deserves. 
well of each. All honor, I say, to Mr. Zamacona. Would that all 
nations were as ably represented in their diplomatic service ! I trust 
the commendable work may continue until our commercial exchanges 
with Mexico exceed tho~e with any other nation. 

To formulate the growing popular desire of two great republics, 
for larger trade with each other, and for more friendly and intimate' 
intercourse, is the object of the resolution under consideration for a 
reciprocity treaty. I know of no more important duty which ·this. 
Congress has before it, and I trust it will neither be omitted nor de­
layed. 

CO,...'iGRESSIONAL INJUSTICE TO THE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS OF THE: 
PACIFIC COAST. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, it bas been but little more thau a. 
quarter of a century since the United ·States acquired a foothold on 
the Pacific coast. We now hold all the territory lying betweenl\Iex-­
ico and the straits of Fuca, over two thousand miles of sear-coast, em­
bracing the finest agricultural lands, the most extensive forests of· 
timber, and the riches-t mines of gold, silver, and other precious metals. 
Nowhere on the globe can be found such vast and valuable forests of· 
timber as exist on the Pacific slope. California, Oregon, and Wash­
ington Territory not only produce the finest lumber in the world, but 
for ship-building it iB unsurpassed. Visit the great valleys of the, 
Pacific slope and yon will behold the most productive lands ever cul­
tivated by man. You may travel hundreds of miles along the Sac­
ramento, San .Joaquin, and Salinaa Valleys through one continuous. 
wheat-field. The Willamette Valley, in Oregon, and the Walla Walla 
Valley, in Washington Territory, are equally us productive. The 
great valley of the Walla Walla lying east of the Cascades is capable­
of producing more wheat than all the New England States. combined­
It produces two and three crops from one sowing, yielding as high as. 
sixty and seventy bushels of wheat to the acre.. California alone i~ 
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capable of sustaining a population of thirty millions of people, while 
Oregon and Washington Territory will accommodate a population 
equally .as great if not exceeding it . . In fact, well-informed writers 
estimate that the Pacific slope is capable of sustaining a population 
of one hundred millions of souls. Nature has blessed these States 
and Territories with great navigable water-courses : 

First, the Colorado, navigable for hundreds of miles; second, the 
San Joaquin, navigable for nearly three hundred miles; third, the 
Sacramento and Feather Rivers, draining the Sacramento Valley hun­
dreds of miles and passing through three hundred miles of continuous 
fields of wheat and other cereals. The bay of San Francisco, extend­
ing nearly one hundred miles inland, is surrounded by the richest and 
most productive lands in the world. The Willamette and Umpqua 
Rivers drain the valleys of Western Oregon, and are both navigable 
for steamers of several hundred tons burden. The Columbia divides 
Oregon from Washington Territory and takes its source t housands of 
miles from the sea. The Mississippi has been called the Father of 
Waters, but the Columbia surpasses it in length, depth, and grandeur. 
It drains our northwestern possessions and is navigable almost to its 
very source, while its tributaries are also navigable for li~ht-dranght 
steamers. Puget Sound, which makes up from the strai.ts of Fuca, 
kaving a shore-line of over two thousand miles, is the most beautiful 
sheet of water on the .American continent, and is surrounded by inex­
haustible forests of the most valuable timber and inexhaustible beds 
of coal, and rich and fertile lands. The sound is deep and smooth, with 
the best harbors for anchorage in the world; and dotted all around 
this beautjfnlinland sea are thriving villages, cities, and towns, filled 
with business houses, schools, colleges, and buildings of ar t , bearing 
the unmistakable evidence of thrift and enterprise. With all that 
nature has done for the Pacific slope still there is a something lacking, 
a something left for the ingenuity of man. 'Ve need, we must have 
improvements for our harbors and rivers. It remains for man to remove 
sunken rocks in our harbors; to construct locks around the rapids and 
falls that are now and then to be found within the rivers; to remove 
obstructions which impede the safe and successful navigation of those 
rivers; to construct light-houses along our coast; to construct harbors 
of refuge along the coast between San Diego and Puget Sound. Our 
commerce demands this. It is said that "trade brought to Nineveh 
prosperity, respect, and power." So it will bring to our western pos­
sessions prosperity, respect, and power; bring contentment and hap­
piness to millions of freemen; open up homes for the millions of peo­
ple who are crowding the great cities of the Eastern States. Do we 
require appropriations for our rivers .f 

First. '.fhe Colorado takes its source in the Wind River or Rocky 
Mountain Range, winds it-s way through rich and fertile valleys, fine 
grazing lands, and a country abounding in minerals in Arizona. Ter­
ritory, for hundreds of miles to the Gulf of California. By i.rrigation 
these lands are well adapt-ed to growing cotton, sugar, corn, and other 
valuable products. The San Joaquin River in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, running northwest for nearly four hundred miles through 
the rich and fertile valleys of the San Joaquin to the Bay of San 
Francisco, affording, with slight outlay for the removal of snags, bars, 
and other obstructions, every facility for removing the millions of 
tons of cereals and agricultural products of the extensive valleys that 
lay along its source. The Feather and Sacramento Rivers take their 
source in the snow-cladSierras. The latter draining the Mount Sha-sta 
near the Oregon line, it passes through the full extent of tke great 
Sacramento Valley and affords shipprng facilities for the most pro­
ductive grain and fruit growing region in the world. One may travel 
from Reading to t:be bay of . San Francisco, over three hundred miles 
in length by nearly sixty in width, through one vast wheat-field 
without a break or encountering a fence. A liberal outlay would 
make these rivers navigable all the year round and would afford un­
told advantages to the State and country. 

The Willamette and Umpqua Rivers drain the rich and fertile val­
leys bearing their respective names-valleys rich and fertile enough 
to form an empire of themselves, teeming with wealth and industrv, 
only requiring sufficient expenditures to open up these rivers to suc­
cessful navigation. The great king of North American waters, the 
Columbia, drains thousands of miles of fertile and rich mineral lands, 
so fertile for agricultural purposes that farmers inform me that they 
can grow wheat at a profit if they get thirty-seven and a half cents 
per bushel. But the great falls or cascades in the Columbia obstruct 
navigation and completely shut out the rich valleys of Easter;n. Ore­
gon and Washington Territory from the coast. We want a sufficient 
appropriation to complete the locks now being constructed at The 
Cascades, giving free and unlimited facilities for shipping the pro­
ducts to the markets of Portland and Astoria for exportation. In 
addition we want a line of railroad from the Walla Walia Valley to 
Seattle on Puget Sound. This will open up for settlement territory 
sufficient to support a population equal to the population of all the 
New England States, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. We want 
light-houses and fog-bells on the sound to enable our mariners to 
enter and navigate the inlets and harbors of the sound successfully 
in the foggy weather that sometimes prevails on the North Pa.cific 
coast. 

MJ::. Speaker, we offer to the young men of the Eastern States great 
inducements to go W ~st. We offer to them homes, the wealth and 
happiness usually attending the industrious and frugal business man 
mechanic, and farmer. But without the facilities for tra-nsporting 

the necessary supplies or products to market there is but little in­
ducement for them to go to these locked-up valleys . . It requires but 
a small outlay in comparison to the vast wealth to be added to the 
coffers of the nation, the great prosperity it will bring to those who 
have and will settle in these fertile valleys of the Pacific. Expend 
but one-tentli ·of the amount that you have expended in the impi!'ove­
ment of the rivers and harbors of some of the Atlantic States, and 
we will show you the most prosperous country and the happiest peo­
ple in the world. 

The Legislature of California bas time and again demanded of Con­
gress an appropriation for the improvement of our rivers and har­
bors. Our chambers of commerce, business men, and shippers have 
pe,titioned Congress year after year for appropriations to construct 
harbors of refuge and breakwaters along our coasts; still t.he Com­
mittee on Commerce and Congress deny to us this protection . . · Dur­
ing tho last few years we have lost four hundred and twenty-six ves­
sels, eight hundred and twenty-eight lives, and nearly $6,000,000 in 
property by marine disasters on the North Pacific coast, a good por­
tion of which would have been averted had we a harbor of refuge 
north of San Francisco. I call your attention to an official table, 
which speaks for itself: 

:lla.rine disasters north of San Francisco from-

.January 1, 1861, to December 31, 1861. .• . .•••••.••••• : •••••••••• 

.Tanuary 1, 1862, to December 31, 1862 .•..••.•••••••••••.••.••.••• 

.January 1, 186a, to December 31, 1863 .•••••••••.•.•...•.••..••••. 

.January 1, 1864, to December 31, 1864 ..•.....••••.••.••••••.•••• . 

.January I, 1865, to December 31, 1865 .•..••••••••.••..••••...•••. 

.January 1, 1866, to December 31, 1866 .•.•••.•••••••• . ••••••.••••• 

.January 1, 1867, to December 31, 1B67 .....•••••.•••.••.•••.••••• . 

.January 1, 1868, to December 31, 11:!68 ..•.•.••••.•.•.••••••••••••• 

.January 1, 1869, to December 31, 1869 ..•.••••••••.•••.••••••••••. 
. .r anuary 1, 1870, to December 31, 1870 .••••••••.... . ..••..•.••••.. 
.January 1, 1871, to December 31, 1871. ••..•.•.•.••..••••••..••••. 
.January 1, 1872, to December a1 , 1872 .•..•• . •••.•...•••••••.••.•. 
.January 1, 1873, to December 31, 1873 .... . .•..•••..•••••••.••••.. 
.January 1, 1874, to December 31, 1874 ........•....••..•.•••..••.. 
.Tanuary 1, 1875, to December 31, 1875 ......•...•..... : •• .••...•.. 
.January 1, 1876, to December 31, 1876 ...••..••••.••.•••••...•••. 
.January 1 1877, to December 31, 1877 ...........•..••..••.•...... 
.January 1,1878, to :N"ovember 1, 187tl .•••.•••••...•.••...• . .••... 

Total .......... .. . . .............. • ...........•.•..........• 

14 $474,450 
19 388,546 
17 146, 800 
18 127,710 
30 638,651 
29 365,947 
20 539,585 
27 117; 017 
24 188,859 
11 182,016 
39 501,630 
27 347,950 • 
20 222, 598 
17 341, 886 
35 476;~2 
31 188, 435 
19 98,656 
29 303,570 

-------
4::!6 5, 699, 128 

At the last session of Congress I introduced a joint resolution, which 
passed both Houses, directing the Secretary of War to cause a sur­
vey to be made and report to this House the best and most suitable 
point on the North Pacific coast for a harbor of refuge and the prob­
able cost of the same. I here append the report of the Secretary of 
War and board of engineers, pages 19 and 20, dated January 11,1879. 

The following are the estimates of cost (gold coin) of breakwaters. 
as proposed for various harbors of refuge on the Paeific coast, be­
tween San Francisco and the Columbia River : 

.Drake's Bay: 
For one mile long..................................................... $6, 168,900 
Add 10 per cent. for contingencies .......... . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • 616, 891 

Total......................................................... 6, 785,800 

Bodega Bay: 
For section a b •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For section c d ......••.• • ..•.•••••••••••.•••••••.•••••....••.•••••••.• · 
For section e f ••••••.••.•...•••• ----····· .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For section/g .....•.....•........•••........•.••••..••......••.•••••• 

580,000 
448,000 

1,130, 000 
3, 855,000 

. 6,013, 000 
Add 10 per cent. for contingencies .••.•.....••.•••••••••.•• ~·-·-···--· 601,300 

Total ..••••..•........•••••.•• . •••.•••••••.• :: .•..••...••...•. ~14, 3QO 

Mendocino Bay : 
For section a b........................................................ 1, 231, 2'50 
For section c d........................................................ 1,909, 750 

Add 10 per cent. for contingencies ..•.•••....•••.•••••..••.•..•.•••••• 

Total ••••••..•.••.••..••... - .••••• -- ...••••.. -.•••..•••••. -•.. 

Trinidad Harbor: 
For section a b •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.For section b b' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For section c d •••.• • •.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For section e f ...................................................... -· 

Add 10 per cent. for coatingenoies .••...•.•••••.. - •..••.••••••.••..••. 

Total .........••..••..•••••..•.•••.••••••.•...•••. -·· ••.• - .••. 

3, 141,000 
314, 100 

3,~55, 100 

2, 788,500 
288 000 

2, 009:000 
1, 909,500 

6, 995,000 . 
699,500 

7, 694,500 

Crescent City: · 
For section a b........................................................ 1, 771,700 
For section c d........................................................ 3t 703,700 

Add 10 per cent. for contingencies ...•...••..••••...•.•••..•••••..•... 

Total .......•......•..•.•....•..•••••••••.••••••••...•...•••. · 

5, 475,400 
547,540 

---­
6, 023,940 
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Mack's Arch: trade and industries have increased each year since this report was 
For section a b........................................................ 579

7
1\A• 400

950 
published in the Herald: · 

For section c d--··················~·-··· .......... .............. ...... ~ 
For section ef .....•........ ~.................... .................... . 557,700 Grand totals of Pacific coastpMducts: 
~~~ ::~: f ~:::~~= ~::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1, 174,200 California /rodnct ofwheatin 1876, centals, (orfortymillion bushels) 20,000,000 2, 192, 000 Whea~ an flour exports in 1876, centals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 11, 500, 000 

---- Wheat and flour exports for twenty years, centals....... ........ ... ... .... .. 84,150,000 
5, 226,250 Lumber_ imports at ~his J,>Ort in 1876, feet.......... ......... ......... 309,159,972 

Add 10 per cent. for contingencies.................................... 522,625 Domestic coals received m seventeen years, tons .....•...•.•...•.• ·.• 3, 436,388 
---- California wool clip in 1876, pounds ._ ... . ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. . .. ... . .. 56 551 000 

Total. .•..••..•....•.....•••••.•..••.•••••.••••••••....•••.•• - 5, 748,875 Product of California willa for 1876, gallons......................... 10' ooo' 000 
, == Tonnage movement of Central Pacific Railroad in 1876, pounds ..••. 2 223

1 
047' 250 

Port Orforo: ~igh~ movement of Southern ~a.cific llailroad in 1876, pounds. .... ' 477', 79~ 000 
For section a b........................................................ 4, 538,720 Qwcksilver .Product ~f C:Wforma m 1876, fiasks ...... : ..... _ .... .. . . 75,000 
For section b c.......................................... ....... ....... 4, 524,240 increase of lmmi!Ul\tiOn m 1876, souls .......•...............••..... _ 35 3'.!6 
For•section d c .••.•••.•••••••••••••.•••.. .. •.•••••••••••••••••.•••.... - 489,150 Gohl and silver yield in 1876 .......... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ••• • • • . . ••• • . 895 ooo' 000 

---- Gold product of the Pacific COi'lSt since 18-1~ · --~--- .............................. 1, 491' soo' 000 
9, 552, 130 Silver prod\].ct of the States antl Territories west of tbe Missouri ' ' 

'Add 10 per cent. for contingencies .••. ~............................... 955,213 River since 1858. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .... . •. . . . . . . •. . .... •• . .... •• •••••• 321 000 000 
---- Combined goltl and sih ·er product of the Pacific slope since 1848. • . • • 1, 812' 500' 000 

Total......................................................... 10,507,343 Go~d and silver exporys 1n t~~tyyears........ .. .... .. . ... . . . . .. ... 798
1
,780:000 

For o~~E!uG:fi~~-= .••••••.•••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••.•...•....... 
Add 10 per cent. for contingencies .••..•.•••.....••...••....•••.•••... 

==z Comage of San Francisco mmt 1n 187(i ...... .. .. .. _............................................ . 42, 704 500 
Coinage of mint from 1854 to December 31, 18iG.......... . • . • • • . . • . . 452, 1o-i 500 

3, 372, 880 M~r~handise ex~rt, values by sea ~n 1876.................. • • • . . • • . 31, 315, 000 
337, 288 Mining stock sa es, 1876, (San Francisco board)...... . . . . • . . • • . . . . . . 225 765 475 

Total .••..••..••.•••.•••..•...••••••••••.••••........•••. : .... 3, 710,168 

I now call your attention to pages 13 and 14 of the same report : 
TRINIDAD HARBOR. 

This harbor is in latitude 410 3', about two hundred and forty nautical miles 
north-northwest of San Francisco. It is about twenty miles south of the middle 
point of the coast between the entrance into San Francisco harbor and the month 
of the Columbia River. Geographically it is, therefore, well situated for a harbor 
of refuge between those two places. 

Trinidad Head, a. bold, picturesque headland, protects a limited anchorage from 
northwest winds, bnt the harbor 18 entirely exposed to southerly storms. This 
headland rises to the height of three hundred and ei~hty feet above low water. 
It is of metamorphic sandstone, covered about the height of eighty to a hundred 
feet above the water with a few feet of earth, which supports a thick growth of 
scrub bushes. · 

The rock here appears to be of better quality than is generally found along the 
coast. The fact that it is such a bold, projecting headland, with deep water around 
its southern face, shows that it has been able to resist the denudation of the sea, 
and would seem to bear out this conclusion. 

The chart shows the lines we have selected for the breakwater. H built as we 
have indicated they would protect an available anchorag-e of nearly one square 
mile with good holding-ground. H a harbor of refuge 18 made here the light­
house now on Trinidad Read should be removed to Pilot Rock. There woulcf be 
several rocks in the northern part of a harbor here, hut they rise high above water. 
There are no sunken dan~rs in approaching Trinidad, for the onl,y rocks to be found 
lie close in shore, just off the hi~h headli!Jld, and their position 1s well marked by 
two high rocks, one of which r18es to the-height of eighty feet, the other to the 
height of one hundred feet above the water. The board was favorably impressed 
with til.e advantages of Trinidad·for a harbor of refuge; and as it is called upon 
to "designate the point which should in its ~ndgment be selected for 111ach harbor 
between San Franeisco and Pnget Sound,' the board, with the information now 
b~fore it, gives the preference to Trinidad Harbor. 

While I am in favor and urg£\ appropria~ons for all our rivers and 
harbors, I earnestly urge and demand that work be commenced at 
Trinidad. It will not only be the means of protecting the commerce 
or trade of California, Oregon7 Washington Territory, and Alaska, 
but our trade with British Columbia,. Trinidad Harbor is only one 
hundred and thirty miles from the arc of a great circle between San 
Francisco and Yokohama, or Hon~-Kong. The records of the custom­
house in S.an Francisco show the 1m port and export trade as follows: 

1874. 1875. 1876. 

Ag!!regate mininf·stock sales in the regular sessions of the San ' ' 
FJ:a:t;~~co bo~;U" since its or~iza~on in 1863 .••..•••••...•••..••. 1, 595, 543, 000 

Depositsmsavm~-banksofCaliforma .... . . ...................... 72,500 000 
Value of manufactures in San Francisco in 1876....... •• . • . •• .. . • . . 45, ooo' 000 
Sale of real estate in San Francisco in 1876. • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . 24 ooo' 000 
Banking aapital of the State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 200; ooo; 000 

Taking into consideration our vast resources7 our great marine and 
commercial interests7 should the Government hesitate for a moment 
to make the necessary appropriations to commence this great national 
work f I contend that no man worthy to represent a free people in 
the American Congress can justify his action in denying or longer 
delaying the commencement of this great work that will prove a boon 
to the commercial and marine interests of 6lur western possessions. 
Yet7 Mr. Speaker, I find in the bill reported by the Committee on Com­
merce that they have recommended an appropriation for buildhlg a 
harbor of refuge at Coos Bay7 a place not mentioned in the Engineer's 
report. I am in favor of improving this little :aarbor, if it can be 
called a harbor, but I spurri the idea that it is a place suitable for a 
harbor of refn~e for the protection of the vast commercial interests 
of the Pacific ~tates and Territories and foreign trade. I have ex­
amined the bill making appropriations for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors. I find that the bill appropriates $5,836,600 for the 
thirty-eight States and seven Territories; t1tat the eleven States rep­
resented on the committee receive nearly two-thirds of the whole 
amount appropriated, while the twenty-seven States and seven Ter­
ritories unrepresented on the committee receive but about one-third 
of the amount appropriated. Is this fairY Is this justice t I con­
tend that great injustice has been done to the twenty-seven States 
and seven Territories. Examine the Treasurer's report and see the 
amount of taxes and revenue collected in those States7 and then turn 
to Michigan and other States that get the lion's share of the moRey 
appropriated under this bill7 and the answer will be that great in­
justice has been done those States by the committee in the make-up 
of this bill. 

One of-the most important works on the Pacific coast is the com­
pletion of the Wilmington Harbor. The committee appropriates but 
$12,000 for this important work. My colleague [Mr. WIGGINTON] 
informs me that the excuse of the committee is that the estimate of 
the en~ineer is too low; while trade and commerce demand that 

i:l~: ~~ ~~~:::::: :::::: ~::: :::::::: ~: ~: ~~ ~: ~: z: ~I:~~~~ ~:ft~~~ ~~!~r~:~:~r~h$6~~6~~it~;, ~~b~~:)~!~~~=t~: !~: 
59, 954, 956 ----;m, 260 863 ----- a remarkable excuse that the engineer's estimates are too high. They 

Total ··•····· · ·•·••····•·········· .., 68• 873• 800 cannot give to one becaURe the estimates are too ~h7 and cannot give 
to the other because the estimates are too low. The great trouble is 

Statement of the number and tonnage of vessels arriving a;nd clearing ft·om that the chairman had never read the engineers report. He had not 
fm·eign port.s for tlu~ yea1· 1876. informed himself as to the wants of the Pacific coast. · 

· Mr. Speaker, we of the far West have been neglected, and are being 
Number. Tonnage. neglected. We feel that the National Government has neglected us 

---------------------!---- ____ for more than twenty years; that the harbors of that coast should 
be improved in such a mauner7 by the Government, as to protect the 

~=~=::::fo~~~o~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :~ ~:~g cor~yrrc:a;ft~!r:~rn:rte:t~:o~;-the committee as ROBKRTS and 
Total ........ : ............... :.......... ..... .......... 1,290 1,484,149 FELTON and REA and KENNA (BLISs and Ross were absent) have 

stood firm in behalf of justice to the Pacific coast, while the chair-
The following were the arrivals for the years 1874, 1875

7 
and 1876 : man and other members of the committee have denied us justice. 

California to-day contributes almost as much revenue to the Na-

1874. 1875. 1876. 

Number()£ vessels ......................... . 4,204 
l, 548,841 

4,350 
1, 548,123 

tional Government as any other State in the Union. San Francisco 
stands the third city of the country in respect to the revenue which 
it gives to the General Government. We have contributed to the 

4 635 commerce of the world more than $2,000,000,000. We contribute an-
1, 793: 091 nually nearly $100,000,000 in gold. We export probably $50,000,000 Tonnage •.•••••••..• ---·-· ...... ----- .••.••• 

Assuming that the number and tonnage of vessels departing is the 
same as that for arriving, we would have a grand total for the year 
1876; of- · 
Number of vessels arrived and departed ..• ___ ----·· .• ---· 9, 270 
Tonnage of vessels arrived and departed .•. _ •••• ___ • • • • • 3, 586. 182 

-I now append a report which I find in the San Fralicisco Com­
mercial Herald for 1876. I might append later reports, but this is so 
full and complete that I adopt it. However every branch of our 

of grain. We produce ten million gallons of wine, millions upon mill­
ions of feet of lumber, and as much wool as was produced iR all the 
States of the Union in 1860. So I might go on stating product after 
product. 

Yet the Oommittee on Commerce denies us justice. In looking over 
this report I find that of the money proposed to be expended Mich­
igan receives 499,000; West Virginia, $1987000; Missouri, $304,000; 
Texas, $3447000. Why7 sir7 the canvas used in the grain-sacks in my 
district every year would cover the whole State of West Virginia. so 
that the sunlight and dews of heaven would never touch the soil. 
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I have represell'ted my State in this Congress to the very best of 

my ability. I know her wants. I have resided there from my boy­
hood. I have labored here for every measure calculated to advance 
the interests and prosperity of my State. I have done so irrespective 
of party. But I say to you to-day that my State is dearer to me than 
party organization or party dictation, and that should I b~ a. mem­
ber of the next House-whether I am or not-I A hall use mv mfiuence 
to organize the House in such a manner as to place men like GoODE 
and Cox and MORRISON and BLACKBURN and HUNTON and MILLS and 
others of that class upon committees-men who will do justice to all 
parts of our country. No man, be he demo~~at or republican,_ can ever 
receive my vote or the vote of any man ha1ling from the Pacific coast 
if I can prevent it unless he proposes to do justice to the whole United 
States. I am a democr:tt; but my democracy goes no further than 
my State interests when I see men trying to trample clown the rights 
of the people I represent. . . 

I contend that California and the Pacific slope have been denied 
that representation on committees to which they were entitled. I 
contend further that the interests of the whole Pacific slope demand 
that we shall select for Speaker of this House some one who will 
reorganize the party, who will place t,he brains o~ the party-such 
men as Cox, MORRISON, n.nd others-upon comnnttees where they 
will represent the interests of the whole people and country. 

Prior to the present Congress we have been represented on one of 
the most important committees of this House, the Committee on 
Commerce; but in the composition of the committee at the beginning 
of the present Congress we were denied represent~tion. The result 
is that we of that coast find ourselves• to-day without representa­
tion upon this most important committee. Let us for a moment ex­
amine the -make-up of some of the committees. On the Committee 
of Ways and Means the West and Northwest have but two members, 
Messrs. GARF;rELD and BURCHARD-both republicans. The free-trade 
democrats of the great Mississippi valley have no representation-the 
far West gets nothing. On the Committee on Commerce the West 
gets three, one democrat and two republicans-the far West gets 
nothing. On the Committee on Naval Affairs the West gets two, 
one republican and one democrat-the far West gets nothing. On 
the Committee on Mining the far West gets one, a republican, al­
though the thousands of laboring-men of the far West are deeply 
interested in controlling the mining lands and interests, and prevent­
ing them from falling into the bands of the few. On the Appropria­
tioR Committee Pennsylvania gets two members, the West gets two 
members, while the old and democratic statesmen like MORRIBO:N 
and MILLs must take back seats. The whole Northwest given into 
the bands of the republioons, DUN:NELL and HUBBELL controlling 
the appropriations for rivers and harbors; while such democratic 
statesmen as BoucK and BRAGG, and the late lamented General Wil­
liams, three of the most talented Representatives on this floor, are 
assigned to insignificant and unimportant committees. 

The great West demands a modification of the high protective 
tariff. The farmers and laboring-men of the West demand it. We 
can only secure it by organizing the House with a presiding officer 
who will recognize the fact that we havo a country west of the Alle­
ghany Mountains. 

Sir, we must build up the commerce and industries of our coun­
try. We must give employment t-o the people and satisfy the demands 
.for labor. We must break down'the barrier erected by the repub­
lican party between capital and labor; and we must preserve the pub­
lic lands for the people. The republican Congress has issued millions 
of money and bonds, and millions of broad a-cres to corporations, but 
not a bond, a dollar, or an acre to the poor man. The other day we 
cou1d only find twenty-six members who were willing to help the 
poor man to secure a home in the far West. .. 

Sir, the people demand justice; they demand that every dollar 
that is issued by the Government, whether it be gold, silver, or paper, 
should be taken a1; par by the Government. Let us build up our com­
merce with Mexico and the South American States. Its trade by right 
should belong to our people. In conclusion, let us reorganize the 
committees, and do as our fathem did, recognize the ever-living 
truth, that we are but the representatives-the servants of the peo­
ple ; that we shou1d do their bidding, for he that labors is .a sovereign. 

FREE COI:NAGE OF SILVER COI:N OF FULL WEIGHT. 

Mr. LATHROP. Mr. Speaker, House bill No. 5604 proposes a r~d­
ical change in the present statutes, providing for silver coinage. It 
provides no new coins, but briBgs the debased or subsidiary s ilver 
coins back to full weight and makes them, in common with the silver 
dollar, a full legal-tender money. The bill also opens the mints to 
the coinage of silver money upon substantially the ,same terms that 
the mints are open to the coinage of gold. The purpose is to make 
the lililver coina~e like the gold, one of actual value, and that it shall 
pass at what it IS worth and be worth what it passes for. Anything 
short of' this is n8t in accord with the recognized principle upon 
which a metallic currency stands. A metallic currency is meant, in 
the dealings between man and man, for payment in value just and 
ample. If forced by law as payment at more than its value, some­
body must be wronged. Gold and silver are commodi~es, articles of · 
commerce, and the real value of any commodity is what it may be 
exchanged for in t.he markets of the world, and not what by force of 
law a creditor may be compelled t o receive it at. 

Except some recent and comparatively recent statutes relating to 
silver coinage the clear policy<of this Government lias ever 1Jeen to 
keep its gold and silver coinage at substantially the bullion \alue of 
the metals therein. The real force of the bills under consideration, 
shou1d it become a law, would be to put back the silver coinage un­
der this general policy of the Government from which the gold coin­
age has never been withdrawn. 

The Secretary of the Treasury in his report for 1872 stated the f ull 
.modern doctrine of meta_Jlic money. in these words : 

The intrinsic value of a. met.aJlic currency should correspond to i ts commel'cial 
value, or metals should be nsed for the coinage of tokens, redeemable by the Go>­
ernment at their nominal value. 

The late Direc~r of the Mint, in his report for 1876, in argument 
against what Congress has since byanoverwhelmingm:ajoritythought 
it wise to do-the restoration of the dollar of 412-! grains silver, says: 

In modern. times there has neYer been, so far u.s the Director has been able to 
ascertain; an instance of a government undert aking to establish unlimited legal­
tender coins at a value above that of the commer cial rate of bullion. On the con­
trary, the actual commercial relation of the precious metals appears in all cases 
to have been taken into account in firing money standard, and the metals valued 
in the unlimited tender coinage strictly in conformity therewith, except in a few 
instances where a trifling seigniorage had been exacted to cover the cost of .coinage. 

Mr. Ernest Seyd, in n.n art,icle upon the injustice of the gold valua­
tion, thus expresses the fundamental ide:.-.. or theory of metallic money 
as distinguished from promises to pay money : 

The whole theory of money rests npon tho representation by coin of distinct 
stages and divisions of value down to the lowest fraction. In convenient arith­
metical proportions it is implied that, say, one hundred pieCt}S of one must make 
ten pieces of another, and one piece of a third description, and "'ice versa. The 
whole must be divisible into parts with absolute freedom; hence the parts ought 
to be able in their turn to accumul..'l.te with the same freedom into the whole. Can 
this take place unless both the whole and the parts have the same characteristics! 

The present statutes of the United States providing for silver coin­
age are in direct conflict with all the settled principles of a metallic 
money. The silver dollar is pushed into circulation as an unlimited 
legal tender, not at its own commercial value, but at the value of 
25.8 grains of standard gold; be that what it may, and the actual 
difference is retained as revenue in t.he Treasury of the United States. 
The silver pn.rts of a dollar are pushed into circulation to satisfy all 
the small trade and balance of a great, active, trading nation; their 
legal-tender quality is limited to sums not exceeding $5, but their 
a-ctual or commercial value is a heavy percentage below that of the 
silver dollar, and the measure of thii debasement is also retained in 
the Treasury as :.-.. part of the nation's revenue. 

The fact that it is the commercial value of the bQ]lion in a ooin 
that gives the coin its true and actual value is as instinctively in the 
mind as the idea of value itself. Argument may mystify, but the 
fact exists, and will in the end assert itself. That the law may com­
pel a creditor to accept a coin as and for a value which it has not, is 
true. So may the law by its action create such a necessity, as in the 
case of the subsidiary coina.ge, that the people, rather than be with­
out any means of exchange in the small affairs of life, will accept 
and use it at a price known to be far above its real value. But 
the original and rightful law of dealing between man and. man re­
mains-that of giving value for value-and every departure there­
from, whether by force or design, can but work wrong and injury. 

The false attitude in wbicb the present legislation places the silver 
dollar is exposed in our observation of the la-st report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury : 

It cannot be exported except a.t its commercial >a.lue as bullion. 

This is substantially a self-evident truth. The same observation 
would be just as true of the gold dollan~. When they pass beyond 
the limits of the operation of our statute, both pass as they should­
for what they are actually worth. The gold <Jollar obeys the same 
law among ourselves, but the silver dollar is made to pass at a value 
which it has not. If the silver d-oUar anywhere off from our own 
soil commands a highe1· price than its bullion value, it is solely be­
cause it may be- returned and used to the injury of some home cre<litor. 

The law of 1792 establishing a mint recognized in its fullest foree 
the doctrine tba t the money value of the coin shou1d correspond with 
the commercial value of the bullion contained in it, and the provis­
ions to secure this end were of the most ample character. 

The act provided what coins of gold and silver should be struck, 
and the weight and fineness thereof, and that such gold and silver 
coins, when struck, should be full legal tender (when of full weight) 
at their declared value, and those of less than full weight at values 
proportional to their respective weights. The whole expense of 
the erC~ction, maintenance, support, and carrying on the business of 
the :Mint was made a charge upon the Treasury of the nation, except 
an option was given the bolder of bullion to pay t per cent. ·of his 
bullion and receive his coin upon delivery rather than wait for coin­
age in turn, and in such cases the t per cent. went toward mint ex­
penses. The Mint was open upon equal terms to every holder of gold 
or silver bullion. It furnished the alloy and struck the coins; and, 
when struck, delivered to the owner of the bullion coins containing the 
same weight of pure met al as contained in the bullion deposited. 
The i per cent charged was not for coinage expenses, but as compen­
sation for tho use of the money advanced while the coinage was tak-
ing place. · 

The fourteenth and fifteenth sect ions of the act exp1·essed clearly 
• 
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the rights of individuals depositing bullion for coinage, and the duty 
of the Mint to them. The sections are as follows : 

SEC. 14 . .And be itjurtheT enacted, That it shall be lawful for any person or per· 
sons to bring to the said Mint gold and silver bullion, in order to their being coined; 
and that \he bullion so brought shall be there assayed and coined as speedily as 
may be aftRr the receipt thereof, and that free of expense t,o the person or persons 
by whom the same shall have been brought. And as soon as the said bullion shall 
have been coined, the person or persons by whom the same shall have been deliv­
ered shall upon demand receive in lieu thereof coins of the same species of bullion 
which shall have been so delivered, weight for weight, of the pure gold or pure 
silver therein oontained: Provided nevertheless, That It shall be at the mutual option 
of the party or parties bringing such bullion, and of the direction of the said Mint, 
to make an immediate exchange of coins for standard bullion, with a ~leduction of 
~per cent. from the weight of the pure ,!?Old or pure silver contained in the said 
olillion, as an indemnification to the Mint for the time which will necessarily be 
required for ooining the said bullion and for the advance which shall have been 
so made in coins. And it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treru;uryto fur­
nish the said Mint from time to time, whenever the state of the Treasury will 
admit thereof, with snob sums as may bo necessary for effecting the said exchanges, 
to be replaced as speedily as may be out of the coins which shall have been made 
of the bullion for which the moneys so furnished shall have been exch:IDged; and 
the said deduction of ! per cent. shall constitute a fund toward defraying the ex­
penses of the said Mint. 

SEC. 15 . .And be it jurt/14r enacted, That the bullion which shall be brought as 
aforesaid to the Mint to be coined, shall be coined, and the equivalent thereof in 
coins rendered, if demanded, in the order in which the said bullion shall have been 
brought or delivered, giving priority according ~ priority of delivery only,_and 
without preference to a.By person or persons; and If any preference shall be given 
oontrary to the direction aforesaid the officer by whom such undue ~eference shall 
be ¢.ven shall in each oase forfeit and pay $1,000, to be recovered With cost.s of suit, 
And to the end that it may be known if such preference shall at any time be gh-en, 
the assayer or officer to whom t~e ~d bullion shall bo delivered~ be ~ined shall 
give to the person or persons brmgmg the same a memorandum m wnting under 
his band, denoting the weight, fineness, and value thereof, together with the day 
and order of its delivery into the Mint. 

By this act the Mint was as open to the holder of any gold or silver 
bullion to have it coined into legal-tender money without charge as 
were the markets of the world open in which to purchase the bullion. 

Under the operation of this statute how could the value of coin 
and the commercial value of the bullion materially differ 'f Any 
holder could have his bullion converted into coin without expense 
and without limit as to quantity. The debtor had his option to buy 
coin or.l)uy bullion and have it converted without charge. 

The law exactly accomplished its purpose, weight and .fineness con­
sidered; it made the coins worth their weight in bullion, and bullion 
worth it.s weight in coin. The coin expressed value, nothing more, 
nothing less. Dealing was value for value. To effectuate this ob­
ject of public policy, the nation paid the whole expense. 
. By the act gf 1795, Congress required the depositor of gold or sil­

ver bullion which was below standard to pay a fixed price for melting 
and refining the same. This act left all standard gold and silver 
to be coined without expense, and was no departure from the policy 
expressed in the a-ct of 1792. Bullion was not marketable until its 
weight and fineness were established. It in effect required the owner 
of bullion to pay for putting it in marketable condition. · 

The eighteenth section of the act of January 18, 1837, specified ex­
actly what charges should be made against the depositor of gold or 
silver bullion for coinage. He was to be charged for refining when 
the bullion was below standard; for toughening wlten the bullion 
contained metals which rendered it unfit for coinage; for copper used 
for alloy when the bullion was above standard; for silver introduced 
into the alloy of gold, and for separating the gold and silver when 
.these.metals existed together in the bullion; and these charges were 
to be fixed by the Director of the Mint with the concurrence of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, so as not to exceed in their judgment the 
actual expense to the Mint of the labor and materials employed in such 
operations. In all of these acts the plain policy of the law to make 
coinage free and preserve the quality of value in coin and bullion 
was substantially observed. The only charges made were for bring­
ing bullion to a stan~ard and for the use of money paid in advance 
of coinage. 

This policy of the Government to make coinage free both as to gold 
and silver, and to make the coins of both metals an unlimited legal 
tender, remained intact until the passage of the act of February 21, 
1853. By this act the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and haJ£ dime 
thereafter to be coined were debased in weight, their legal-tender 
character reduced to sums not exceeding $5, their free coinage forbid­
den, and the treasurer of the Mint directed to purchase the bullion 
therefor, and to " charge himself with the gain arisin.g from the coin­
age of such bullion into coins of a nominal value exceeding the in­
trinsic value thereof." 

This act left the mints open for the coinage of silver dollars as well 
as for the coinage of gold, but in addition to the charges before made 
for refining or parting the metals, this act imposed upon the depos­
itor of "bullion a charge of i per cent., whether the metal was to be 
coined or cast into bars or ingots. 

This act :first made provision for the owner of gold or silver bull­
ion to deposit the same in the Mint for the purpose of having it cast 
into bars or ingots of pure metal or of standard fineness as the owner 
might desire ; but the act made the charge for coinage and for cast­
ing into such bars or ingots identical. The act itself, save as it had 
debased and degraded "the parts of a dollar, most forcibly expressed 
the fundamental idea of metallic legal-tender money; that its coin 
value aRd bullion or com.morcial value, should be substantially iden­
tical, by making the ramo cl~arge foz reducing and stamping the 

• 

weight and fineness upon the bullion bars as for striking it into coins. 
It is true that in March, 1853, an act was passed making .the charge 
for casting gold or silver into bars or ingots, orforming the same into 
disks at the Mint, equal to but not exceeding the actual cost of the 
operation, including labor, wastage, use of machinery, materin.ls, &c. 
Whether this was a relief or burden to bullion, I do not know. 

The coinage act of 1873 dropped from the coinage of the country 
the silver dollar, which from 1792 until that time had stood upon 
the statute-books as the unit of value, and made the gold dollar of 
25.8 grains standard the unit of value, and imposed a charge of ·t 
of 1 per cent. for converting stamlard gold bullion into coin. By 
this act silver coin as a full legal tender ceased to be struck, and 
by the provisions of the Revised Statutes of 1874 gold coins alone be­
came a full legal tender. By the act of January 14, 1875, the small 
percentage of t of 1 per cent. charged for converting standard gold 
bullion into coin was repealed and the. policy again asserted of . 
making the money value of the fullle~al-tender coin correspond with 
the commercial or bullion value of tne metal thorein. 

In respect to its gold coinage this· just policy of the Government 
has never been materially departed from. , 

The act of February 28, 1878, authorizing the coinage of the stand­
ard silver dollar and restoring its legal-tender character, is in flagrant 
violation of the just principle so uniformly recognized and adopted 
by this Government, and a principle in substance observed by every 
commercial and enlightened state. It is true the Government has not 
committed the deception of lessening the weight of its coin, but it 
buys the bullion at one price and forces the circulation of the coin at 
quite another value. The difference between the coin value and bull-
on value of the metal goes into the Treasury as revenue. This differ­

ence makes an annual sum of no mean magnitude upon a coinage of 
$2,000,000 per month. Is not somebody wronged, somebody cheated t 
The proposition does not admit of argument. It is an.utter violation 
of principle and of right. It is force substituted for value-fiatism 
introduced into the metallic currency of the nation. There is neither 
excuse nor justification for the restrictive provisions of said act. The 
restrictions should be removed, and the coinage of the dollar made 
free, placed upon an equal footing with the gold coinage, and to cir­
culate at its actual value or not at all. 

It is true that the present situation of the silver coinage in respect 
to the dollar is the result, in a great measure, of the controversy be­
tween the advocates of a single gold standard and the advocates of 
the gold and silver standard. The law as it stands neither is nor 
ought it to be satisfactory to either class. It neither expresses the 
views nor answers the purposes of either party. It is neither relief 
nor justice to the debtor, and is a source of uncertainty and peril to 
business and to the creditor. It simply expresses the determined 
will of the people to have both metals as unlimited legal tender, but 
the law neither realizes nor secures that will. The advocates of the 
single gold standard, not able to defeat the restoration of the double 
standard, have still been able t.o ingraft upon the legislation provis­
ions false in principle, and which practically defeat the objects sought 
by the restoration of the silver dollar. 

The legislation of 1873 and 1874, which in effect introduced the sin­
gle gold standard and demonetized silver practically, (except as to 
the debased and degraded parts of a dollar,) either from the manner 
of its accomplishment or the inattention of the people passed unob­
served and without assent or acquiescence on their part. Metallic 
money, great or small, wa.s not then in common use in the business of -
the country. As soon as the act of demonetization was discovered 
the people who were to be affected by this act, and who alone ha-.e 
the tight to dictate policy, with a surprising unanimity dflclared this 
legislation a cheat and a swindle and demanded it should be undone 
and siver restored to its .time-honored position in the metallic cur­
rency of the country. The delusive act of 1878 is as yet the only re­
sponse to that demand. If this will of the people as expressed in the 
election of 1876 is not to be annulled or revis6d. and the single gold 
standard adopted, then that will should be respected and silver re­
storecl in spirit and in fact to its position in the metallic currency of 
the country. 

There has no organized party yet arisen so bold as to n.d vocate the 
adoption of the single gold standard. Many individuals would pre­
fer it. The owners of promises to pay .are interested in scarce and 
dear dollars; the masses of the people are not. Abundance of good, 
honest money means activity, enterprise, and growth. This they 
desire, and with them there has been no sign of wavering or doubt 
as to the wisdom of the judgment in favor of the double standa,rd 
and of the settled policy of the Government from 1792 until 1873. 
When the making silver a part of the full legal-tender money of the 
country shall no longer be resisted the laws of trade will soon bring 
its coinage into harmony with the settled policy of the Government. 
But so long as the policy of crowding the silver dollar into tb.e chan­
nels of trade at a. fictitious or false value, at a value which it has 
not, so long will there be irritation, disputes, and controversies. The 
law, in honest dealing, of value for value existed before statutes and 
is irrepealable by them. It is one thing to impose a false principle 
upon the minor transactions of business and quite another to incor­
porate a like principle as an element or possible element in all the 
great and extended transactions of commerce. 

The silver dollar cannot be made to enter into the active business 
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-of buying and ·selling upon an equal footing with the gold doriar 
while in fact it is intrinsicallyworthonlyeighty-five cents or ninety 
eents of the value of the gold dollar. They are not interchangeable, 
nor has it ever been the law or policy of the Government to make its 
full legal-tender gold and its full legal-tender. silver coinage inter­
()hangea"ble. Prio.r to the act of 1878 the law simply prescribed the 
weight and fineness of the respective full legal-tender coins, whether 
of gold or silver, and left them there to be operated upon by the 
fundamental rnle of man's selfishness: that in loans the creditor 
would advance the least valuable money, and in payments the debtor 
would pay in that which he conld obtain with the least expense and 
burden to himself. 

Unl!ler this rule in payment of debts if both metals advanced it was 
to the creditor's advantage; if both or either declined in value, it was 
the debtor's gain. Some risks must be ·taken. This rule was open, 
and as fair to the one aa to the other. It stood as the rule of law and 
the declared policy of the Government from the establishment of the 
Mint in 1792 until the passage of the coinage act of 1873, when the 
silver dollar was dropped. There is nothing to warrant a belief that 
tile people will consent to abandon either metal as full legal-tender 
money. The general judgment is that both arerequiredfor the pros­
perity of society as a whole. What is demanded is that each shall 
take its place in the coinage of the country, and the coins pass at their 
commercial or intrinsic value, and that the prices of p:r:operty and of 
labor may be allowed to adjust themselves to such real values. 

Nor is it probable that the weight of the silver dollar as a full le­
gal-tender coin will be chru;aged. In the act establishing the Mint 
in 1792 the silver dollar, or" unit," was provided, and was "to con-. 
tain three hundred and se-venty-one grains and four-sixteenths of a 
grain of pure" silver. In all the changes of coinage from. that day to 
this, this silver dollar bas remained intact iu the amount of pure silver 
contained therein. T~e amount of alloy has been changed, but al­
loys have never been treated as an element of value in American 
coinage. In 1834 the weight of the gold coinage was very materially 
reduced. By law from 1792 until H:l34 the debt-paying power of a 
:pound of pure gold was equal to that of fifteen pounds of pure sil­
ver; but the act of ·1834 changed this debt-paying power so as to 
make one pound of pure gold equal, substantially, to sixteen pounds 
of pure silver. These proportions, as fixed by law, have rarely if at 
all exactly corresponded with the market values of the two metals, 
and experience has proven that during all this period when metals 
have been used as money the cheaper of the two baa been mainly re­
lied upon, or used to perform the offices of money. 

From 1792 nntil1834, while the legal relation was as 1 'of gold to 
15 of silver, fifteen pounds of pure silver in market wonld not buy one 
pound of pure gold, and during this period silver was mainly used as 
eoin; but, from 1t534 to 1873, when the dol1ar was dropped, sixteen 
pounds or 15.98 pounds of pure silver in market wonld buy more than 
one pound of pure gold, and so gold became the metal mostly used as 
money, except for parts of a dollar, into which silver alone was coined. 
But during all this time, from 1792 until1873, both metals were by the 
law treated with equal favor aa money, and stood together upon the 
statute-book with their respective powers of payment, for the benefit 
and security of trade, and for the protection of the debtor against 
any possible scarcity or undue advance in the price of either. As 
nearly as practicable, during all this period Government performed 
upon the legal-tender coins of each metal its theoretical duty; it 
:fixed by its stamp their weight and fineness, and left them to pass in 
the dealings of the people at what they were worth. While both 
gold and silver were by law made -!llOney, and the weight and fineness 
of the dollar of each defined by law, it was clearl.y the right of the 
debtor, public or private, to pay in either or in both, (in the absence 
of express stipulation to the contrary,) as the debtor might find most 
convenient. 

It is equally clear that it was the right of every debtor, public or 
private, to pa;¥ and discharge any contract entered into while such 
was the law (1f without stipulation to the contrary) in dollars of 
either gold or silver, as the debtor might find most convenient. The 
law itself defined and fixed the obligation of the contract as com­
pletely as if it had been written into the body thereof. These pro­
visions 'measured the rights of the creditor and the duties of the 
debtor. It was not the moral right of any authority to change the 
terms without the assent of each party. The rights of the debtor 
and creditor are equally sacred in morals and should be in law. It 
is the right of the one to have and the duty of the other to perform 
the contract as made. It is unjust legislation, except in cases of 
overrnling necessity, which impairs the obligations of fair contracts, 
and it is equally unjust legislation which imposes new obligations, 
or deprives the debtor of any of the substantial advantages of his 
~ontract as made. 

In the United States the great debt-contracting era culminated in 
1873. Promises to pay, public and private, had been multiplied until 
they broke down of their own weight. It is true that in the main 
dealings had for years been conducted on promises to pay, at some 
time, coined money or money which was value itself, but these prom­
ises were but debts themselves, and referred back to the coinage acts 
to fix their obligation when they should be made good. 

Had the silver dollar remained a. part of the authorized coinage as 
it had existed from 1792, and not been dropped as it was by the legis-

lation of 1873, no one conld or would have doubted the legality or 
morality of paying any and every debt, public and private, when not 
otherwise stipnlated, in silver dollars. The right did atta~h to e-very 
such contract entered iuto prior to the act of February 12, 1873, and 
the right to pay in any fulllegal-tendersilver beforethattimestruck, 
attached as a part of the law to every contract entered into prior to 
the adoption of the Revised Statutes in June 1874, when the legal­
tender character was withdrawn from such silver coins. 

From the moment it was discovered that silver had practically 
been demonetized by the coinage act of 1873 until the passage of the 
act of 1878, purporting to restore the silver dollar, the demand from 
the people that the silver dollar should be restored .to its old pf:?sition 
in the coinage of the country waa so general and so continued that 
if any creditor, public or private, contracted or claims to have con­
tracted upon the faith of a continuing sing1e gold standard he ex­
hibits a credulity of a. kind scarcely capable of protection. When 
we remember in what and for what the bulk of the debt existing in 
1873 had been contracted they certainly appear burdensome enough 
with every ad vantage left which was included in the contract. To 
lift them up to coin was no light operation, but artful legisla.tion1 
which, from that point, inde:fiiritely added t.o their burden is with-
out excuse or possible justification. . 

It is true that the relative bnllion value of silver and of gold has · 
greatly changed since 1873, and this change measmes the increased 
burden cast upon the American debtor by the legislation of that year. 
From this increded burden the debtor can have no relief so long 
as silver is by law forced into circulation at the price of gold. What 
this increased burden amounts to it may be impossj.ble to compute, 
but certainly the aggregate is e-normous. The bullion value of the 
silver dollar is now from .12 to .15 less than that of the gold dollar. 
Whether this arises from an enhanced value of gold or from the depre­
ciation of silver or partly from both, changes not the resnlt. 

The nation now owes more than two billions, every dollar of which 
wa.s contracted when both metals were full legal-tender money, and 
in every bond therefor issued since the refunding act of 1870 it is 
stipnlated to be paid in coin of the then standard value. 

As the result of the legislation of 1873 and the failure to make the 
coinage of silver free, aa it stood when the debt was contracted, with . 
the present relative value ~f gold and silver, au additional burden 
of more than 250,000,000 lS imposed upon the American tax-payer. 
In 1870 the indebtedness of the Statea, counties, towns, and cities, as 
shown by the census returns of that year, amounted to near$865,000,000. 
This debt certainly did not diminish in the three years of inconsid­
erate debt contracted preceding 1873; and whatever it was in 1873 
it is certain that the gre~t bulk of the amount is yet unpaid. Even 
upon the amount existing in 1870 the increased bmden has become 
more than $100,000,000. The funded and floating debts of the rail­
roads of the United States are stated at about $.~,500,000,000. This 
debt must have been mainly contracted while gold and silver both 
were by law full legal-tender money. From 1865 to 1873, both inclu­
sive, the miles of railroad in the United States were increased from 
33,908 miles to 70,784 miles. This was the period of extreme high 
prices and eaaiest credits. Since 1873 the rate of building has been 
slow and the cost light. 

If we estimate that two billions of this was contracted prior-to 1873, 
it would not be an overestimate, for the about seven thousand miles 

. since that time built could not have cost five hundred mil1 ions. Then, 
upon this class of indebtedness, from the same cause, the increased 
burden is more than $250,000,000 more. The railroad indebtedness, if 
paid at all, must be paid by those who use the road, the great body 
of the producers of the country; and the burden of this class of in­
debtedness bears upon the producing interests of the country scarcely 
less directly than the burden of the national debt. These three items 
leave untouched the great mass of corporate and individual debts. 
What their huge aggregate is would be at best a matter of vague 
conjecture. This is certain, that all classes of indebtedness have been 
subjected to the sl\me law of increase of burden, and from the same 
cause. It is no more probable that the debtor class will submit to 
this increased burden than it wonld be just that it shonld, whether 
attempted by an increased weight of the silver dollar or the continued 
attempt to force its circnlation at the price of gold. 

The American debtor is not responsible for the present difference 
between the bnllion value of gold and silver, nor is th.e faet of this 
difference a reason why the contract should be changed to his preju­
dice or to the benefit of the creditor. 

The late Director of the Mint, in his report for the year ending 
J nne 30, 1876, then arguing against the demand for the restoration 
of the silver dollar and to disprove the intimation that the legislation 
of 1873 was in the interest of certain creditors of the United States, 
and to insure payment ef the national debt in gold coin, in speaking 
of the change in the relative value of the two metals and. the causes 
thereof, says : 

The change in the relative value of the precious metals is not, howe>er, due 
altogether to the depreciation of silver, there evident!~ having been during the 
same period, 1871 to 1876, an appreciation of gold; but 1t is ·slight compared with 
the depreciation of silver. In making this statement in referenee to gold, I am 
aware that nearly all the prominent authorities in Europe, including the highly 
intelligent British commission which recently examined and reported on this sub­
ject, treat the change in the relative valuation of gold and silver as being solely a. 
depteci.'ltion of silver. The new gold coinage of Germany, ·vhich commenced in 
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1s;'2, now amounts to more than $337,000,000 in our money terms. While this coin­
age has been in progress, Austria and the N etherla.nds, countries of the silver 
standard, have each coined gold for the purpose of regulating and conducting for­
ei~ exchanges, and France has largely increased her stock of that metaL I can­
not but think that the demand for gola by these countries and the Scandinavian 
s".ates, in which there has been recently a change to the gold standard, exceeded 
the supply avai/.3.ble for coina~e from the mines of the world, and to a sufficient 
extent to ~roduce a slight advance in its value. 

The dlnding line between the depreciation of silver and the appreciation of gold 
cannot be accurately determined; but it is very clear that the change in the rela­
tive yalue of the two metals has been principaliy caused by depreciation of silver. 
The causes which effected this unexampled change were stated and discussed in 
my protious reports; but they maybe summarized in the order of their importance 
in· producing the decline as follows: First, the change from tho silver to the gold 
standard by the German Empire and the Scandinavian states ; second, t11e use of 
a forced _paper currency in Russia, Austria, and some other countries; third, di­
minished demand for export to the Indies and China; fonrth, the limitation placed 
on the coinage of silver by countries of the double standard; fifth and last, in­
creased production of that metal. 

The alteration in the relative value of the two metals shows conclush·ely that 
their exchange or purchasing power is due, in a greater degree, to their use as 
money, tllan has heretofore been generally conceded, and thls point must not be lost 
sight of in considering their probable future relative value. 

In these rea.aons there is not one for which the American debtor is 
responsible. It has not been at his instance that the German Em­
pire and Scandinavian states have changed from a. silver to a gold 
standard, nor that Russia and Austria have resorted to a forced paper 
circulation, nor that misfortune has overtaken India and China and 
limited their ability to buy, nor that other nations have placed a 
limit upon silver cornage, nor that the world has been blessed by an 
unusual yield of silver. In the above quotation the Director states 
that the German Empire, between 1872 and the date of the report, 
had produced of her new gold coinage more than $337,000,000, well­
nigh the credited product of all the gold mines of the world during 
the time. This one -item of the new demand for gold and its effects 
upon the markets of the world had evidently awakened the atten­
tion of the Director to the logic of modern action, and he adds: 

The altet':ltion in the relative value of the two metals shows conclusively that 
their exchange or purchasing power is due in a greater de~ee to their use as 
money than 1ia.s heretofore been generally supposed, and this point must not be 
lost sight of in considering their probable relative value. 

There has not been a force by legislation exerted against silver 
but what tended with equal power to enhance the demand for and 
consequently the price of gold. That a vast scheme hns been formed, 
and for the past ten years pushed with wonderful vi~or, to abso­
lntely''discard silver as money throughout the commerCial world, no 
longer a-dmits of dispute or debate. Its effects are everywhere visi­
ble in the enhanced power and value of promises to pay and in the 
weakened prices of property of every description, a:nd of the labor 
en~aged in its production. The national debts of the world alone are 
estimated to amount to no less than from twenty to twenty-three bill­
ions Gf dollars, and they are but a fraction of the whole amount of 
indebtedness of the commercial world, to be enhanced in power and 
value by discarding silver as money. Is it not possible that the spirit 
of human selfishness, operating upon the holders of all these promises 
to pay, has inspired the recent effort to discard silver as a part of the 
met:illic money of the world 'l 

.In this country the ruinous effects, upon business enterprises and 
labor, of violent contraction of circula.tion are understood, and the 
people liave looked with extreme distrust upon overy proposition to 
contract even promises to pay. But the scheme of contraction pro­
posed by the advocates of a single gold standard is all-pervading in 
its consequences and grand in its proportions. Mr. Seyd, in 1871, es­
timated the amount of gold and silver used for money in the world, 
including coin and bnllion, at $6,750,000,000, of which he . estimates 
$3,500,000,000 are gold, and $3,250,000,000 are silver. Mr. Fawcett, in 
his Handbook of l!~inance, estimates the metallic money in the world, 
gold, silver, and base metal, at $9,400,000,000, of which he estimates 
twenty-seven hundred millions as gold, and sixty-seven hundred 
millions as silver and base metal, and of this he estimates one-tenth, 
six hundred and seventy millions as base metals, leaving for silver 
$6,03o;ooo,ooo. These estimates greatly differ, and especially as to 
silver, and each may be very f~ from the truth; accuracy is not 
even claimed. In speaking of the quantities of silver and gold, Adam 
Smith says: 

When we compare the precious metals with one ano'..her silver is a cheap and 
<>'Old a dear commodit.y. We ou~ht naturally to expect, therefore, that there 
~ould always be in the market, not only a greater quantity but a. greater value of 
silver than of gold. 

Make the most favorable assumption, and yet the fact remains, that 
the proposition to demonetize silver is to deprive the world of well­
nigh one-half of all its actual money, and to deprive it of a half 
or more than half of its possible futuro supply of actual money. 
What the result of the full execution of the project would be it is 
not necessary to conjecture. Possibly states organized upon an aris­
tocratic basis, and where the preservation of rank in society is the 
primary object, might submit, but in a Government organized as this 
is, where equality of right and of 0pportunity is the fundamental 
rnle, such an injustice cannot long be maintained. 

The United States silver commission, in its report, page 107, a.dopts 
the estimate of £5,000,000, or $25,000,000 as the a.nnual consumption 
of gold in Great Britain alone. For the United States in 1873 the 
estimate of the annual consumption of gold for jewelry, gold-leaf, 
and in the arts was $10,000,000. :Mr. Fawcett, in his H.andbook of 

:Efnance, ado~ts the following table as the "assumed aimual consump­
tiOn of gold m the arts, by the loss and abrasion of coins and by the 
loss, wear, and accumulation of jewelry:" ' 

Year. 

18J9 ·-------- ------ .. -- .. -· 
1840 -----------·-----------
1841 ............ ...... .... . 
1842 ---------···--·-·--·---
184:J ---.-----------. ·-· .... 
1844 -- -- ..... - - - • -- - -- •• - .. 
1845 -- •••• -- • - - •••••• - .. - .. 
1846 ---.-------. -- --.- •• --. 
1847 ----·----· -·-------· ---
1848 ·-· ··- --·. ·-- •• -- ··----
1849 - - -- --- • -- -••• -- .•••••• 
1~50 •• -------- ••• -.-- .. ----
1851 ---- -- - -- .• - - ... - .. - - --
1852 ---- ·--.- -----. --·-- --· 
1853 ------ --···· --·----·-·· 1854 ...... ----- . -- -- -.. --. 
1855 -----·---·····--··---·· 
11:!56 -- • -- • -••• -. - -- -- --- - •• 

.Amount. 

$25, 000, 000 
25,500,000 
26,000,000 
26,500,000 
27,000,000 
27,500,000 
28,000,000 
28,500,000 
29,000,000 
29,500,000 
30,000,000 
32,000,000 
34,000,000 
37,000,000 
40,000,000 
43,000,000 
47,000,000 
51,000,000 

Year. 

1857 •••••• ·--- ···--·-- ----· 
1858 ·--- ----·-··-·--·-----· 
1859 • -- •• ---- ----·- -----· -· 
1860 --.-----.- --· ••• ·------
1861 -----··-·--·--·---···-· 
1862 ·--- •• - ·-- ·- -· ...... - -· 
1863 ·--- -- ·-· ••• --- ... --. -· 
18fi4. ••••• - •• ---·.-- ---··- ·-
1e65 •••• ___ .......... __ • _ •• 

1866 ·-·- •• -~-· ··-· ..... ·- ·-
1867 ...... - ------···--··-·· 
1868 ···-·-··----··-------·· 
1869 ---- ·--·-···--- •• -··· --
1870 ----- --· --- -· --··-·-- -· 
1871 -·------·-·--··------·-
1872 ·------------ -·--- ····· 
1!:!73 ---··------· --·--·-----
1874 ----··-··----·-·--····· 

Amount. 

$55, 000, 000 
59,000,008 
63, ooo. 000 
67,000,000 
71,000,000 
74,000, ()(}()o 
77,000,000 
Sl, ooo, ooo 
85, 000, 000' 
89,000, O()()o 
9-2, 000, 000· 
93, 000, ooo. 
97,000,000 

101, 000, ooo-
105, 000, 000 
109, 000, 000. 
110, 0'10, 000 
108, 000, ~(f 

The following table of the world's estimated annual production of 
gold and silver since 1852, from the Journal des :gcori.omiste, seems to. 
be as much relied upon as any: 

Years. 

1852 ·----· •••• ··-- ...... --.-.--- -·-
1853. ·-·-·- ···- ·- ••• ·-· --·- ·-. ·-- •• 
1854-·-··------------·······- ··--· 
1855 .•• -··. ·-· •• ·---.- . • ---·-- --·---
1856 .• ·--·- ·-·--· •••• ·- ·-- ·-· •••••• 
1857- ··-· -· ··-· ·- ·-·--- ···-·- ···---
1858 .• - -· ·---·. ·-·--·-- ... --- ·-----
1859--·-··-··-···-··-··-----······· 
1860- ·--······· •••••• ·-·--· ..... -·· 
1861- •••• ···- ••• ·-·--- ------· •• ----
1862----- ···--- ···-·· ------ ··--- -·· 
1863 ••• - • •• ·-·- •• -- -· •• -.------.---
1864------- ·--- •• -- ---·-. ···-·· .. .. 
1865---- -·- ..... ··-·. ·--- •• --- ... --
1866- • -.- - •• :--- • ---- ••. --. -- .• •••. 
1867 .• ---·--·- --- ·--- ·-····- --·· ·--
1868. ··---· -·--·· ... : •• ·-···· ··----
1869- --.- •• -.-- .. ---.- •• -------.- •. 
1870. ----- ~ ...... ---- ----··- --·- ... 
1871. ...... ---··- ------ ·--··· ···-·· 
1872.---- -· ··- ••• ···-·· .•• : . --- ·---
1873 ....... ---··· -·-··-··-·-· ...... 
1874----- --······- --. -····-···· •••. 
1875. ·-----·- -·· ---------···-- ...... 

Estimated product. 

Gold. 

182, 500, 000 
155, 000, 000 
127, 000, 000 
135, 000, 000 
147, 500, 000 
133, 000, 000 
124, 500, 000 
124, 500, 000 
119, 000, 000 
114,000,000 
107, 500, 000 
167, 000, 000 
113, 000, 000 
120, 000, coo 
121;000, 000 
116, 000, 000 
120, 000, 000 
121, 000, 000 
116, 000, 000 
116, 500, 000 
101, 500, 006 
103, 500, 000 
• 90, 500, 000 

97,500,000 

Silver. 

$40, 500, 000 
40,500,000 
40,500,000 
40,500,000 
40, 5(10, 000 
40,500,000 
40,500,000 
40,500,000 
40,500,000 
42,500,000 
45,000,000 
49,000,000 
51,500,000 
52,000,000 
50,500,000 
54,000,000 
50,000,000 
47,500,000 
51,500,000 
61,000,000 
65,000,000 
70,000,000 
71,500,000 
62,000,000 

Total. 

i22:l, coo, ()(j() 
195,500, ()()(). 
167, 500, 000 
175,500, ()(j() 
188,000,000 
173, 500, coo 
165, 000, 00(), 
165, 000, 000 
159, 500, 000 
156.500,000 
152,500,000 
1 56, 000, 000 
164, 500, 000 
172, 000, 000 
171,500,000 
170, 000, OO<t 
170, 000, 000 
168, 500, 000 
167, 500, 000 
177,500,000 
166,500, ()Q(). 
173, 500, 000 
162, 000, 000 
]59, 500, ()()(). 

Total - -....... - .. - •.. --..... 2, 913, 000, 000 1, 187, 500, 000 4, 100, 500, 000. 

If there is any reliance to be placed upon these estimates ~f the· 
recent annual production and consumption of ~old, then we are con­
fronted with the fact that the annual consumptiOn for purposes other 
than nse as money already equals or exceeds the total gold supply, 
so ~hat additions to the stock of gold money can only be obtained 
when the pressure for money shall overcome thtt selfish desire or 
ability for orname11.tation and use in the arts. 

These statistics also show that gold production has steadily declined 
·from more than $1SO,OOO,OOO in 1852 to less than $100,000,000 in 1875, 
and that the production of both gold and silver has diminished SO' 

that the quantity annually produced in 1875, and for a few years pre­
ceding, was many million dollars per year below the annual pro­
duction in 1852 and for several succeeding years. 

Since the discovery of the California and Australian gold mines 
and the great increase in the stock of the precious metals following 
the discovery, it has been a period of unexampled a-ctivity it;t every 
department of business. Production and consumption have assumed 
proportions not known before. Whether this increased volume of 
business and traffic between man and man and people and people is 
rightly estimated a.t double or fourfold what it was before, the one­
fact remains: that money in some form is the medium through which 
the exchanges are effected and the balances satisfied, and that for the 
economical transaction of the business the medium must bear some 
just proportion· to the volume of business to be transacted. 

Unless new and unexpected deposits should be discovered, gold is 
already out of the question to meet the requirements of even the­
present volume of business, and had not our people alre~y deter­
mined that silver should be maintained permanently as a part of 
their legal-tender metallic money, it is evident that that determina­
tion could not be long deL'\yed. What is needed and required now is 
to bring the silver coinage into harmony with the general policy of 
this Government and of all modern commercial states in respect t() 
their frill legal-tender coins. 

We have just passed through a canvass and election in which the 
question of fiat money, or money of force, as distinguished from a. 
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money of value has been submitted. The people have declared against 
the scheme. A money ~f value, true honest value, is what they ex­
pect and demand. 

Yet the whole silver coinage of the country is in direct conflict 
with this judgment of the people-in conflict with the general policy 
of the Government from its foundation, and in conflict with the gen­
eral policy of every modern commercial state. The silver dollar and 
parts of a dollar purport to be a coinage of full value. The coin by 
law is neither redeemable nor exchangeable. It purport-s to be value 
itself, and the law compels its receipt in payment of debts-the dol­
lar in unlimited amounts, and the parts of a dollar when the sum 
does not exceed $5. The circulation, so far as law can accomplish, is 
now forced at the price of gold, and not exchanged in trade at its 
value. The silver dollar is now worth a.s silver about .85 of the 
value of the gold dollar, and the subsidiary silver some .07 less .. To 
a{lcomplish this result, Government buys the bullion, restricts the 
coinage, and forces the circulation. The profit between the actual 
value of the metal and the price at which its circulation is forced is 
retained in the Treasury as revenue. In the matter of the parts of 
a dollar, the Government in effect says to the people, "take this de­
based coin and use it, or go without money in all the infinite small 
dealings of a people." The Government undertakes to gauge the issue 
by the pressure of necessity on the part of the people. The basis is, 
to create a pressure or demand for small money tQ transact and adjust 
the small affairs of business, which shall be equal to more than 20 per 
cent. of the actual value. 

We experience the result in the change we daily use. That it is a 
cheat and a swindle is confessed and proclaimed in the provision of 
law that it shall only be forced between man and man in sums not 
exceeding $5. If men can deal in sums exceeding at a time, by 
law they are saved from this imposition. It can be forced upon the 
laborer for his day's wages, but with it he can neither pay for a cow 
nor a. coat. If the use of this debased coin is just, and works no in­
jury in the transaction in which it may be used, then no one can 
deny that it would be just, and work no injury if introduced by law 
into every transaction of business, small and great. Reduced to 
words, this debased coinage is forced upon the people with the assu­
rance that you can cheat as much as you are cheated. Can cheating 
be so reduced to system by law as to work no injury, and be the 
equivalent of honest dealing f If so, then this silver coinage can be 
justified; but if not, then in behalf of public morals the abuse should 
be corrected and we return to the a,cknowledged nile of dea,ling­
value for value. 

It is a fundamental rule of :tny honest system of legal-tender coin­
age that it shall be left to the laws of trade to determine what the 
amount of that coinage shall be, that it may be just so much as 
under all the circumstances and conditions of a, people they .find it 
profitable to retain and use of actual >aluo in the form of coined 
money. To for~ this circulation at a fictitious value, Government 
constitutes itself an absolute monopoly and dictates to the last dollar 
how much of the coinage may enter into the channels of commerce, 
and attempts to dictate at what price it shall be given and taken. 
This monopoly is to repress the laws of trade, not create them. It is 
beyond legislative power to prescribe the laws of trade, but unwise 
statutes may fetter and embarrass their operation. The Secretary 
of the Treasury, in his last report, in speaking of this silver coinage, 
says: 

Experience, not only in this country but in European countries, has established 
that a certain amount of silver coin may be maintained in circulation at par with 
gold though of less intrinsic bullion >a1ue. 

And how Y Simply by suppressing the laws of trade., and as far as 
monopoly power can be stretched, substituting it therefor. Values 
are real; and upon no other theory can ;the lesser be made equal to the 
greater in the common dealings of mankind. So with equal truth 
might it be affirmed that in the experience of some European coun­
tries a debased, under-weighted coinage has been made to satisfy the 
demands for a full-weighted coinage. The acts were crimes when 
committed, and have been adjudged so from that day to this. 

The Secretary of the Treasury reports the revenue derived from this 
seigniorage and forced circulation of silver coin, for the fiscal year end­
ing June 30, 1878, at $1,690,762.33, and the estimated profit from this 
source for the year 1879 at 1,800,000, and for the year lt:iSO at 1,600,000. 
This is not a tax in any proper sense, but is the measure of the despo­
liatien inflicted in the first changing hands of this debased coinage, 
and is there started upon its endless round of falsehood and wrong, 
without remedy, except the power of the cheated to cheat. 

The resistance to the receipt of the silver dolla,r at its false value 
is but the inherent judgment of man against wrong, in whatever form 
presented. It is at war with right and with public policy, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury but recognizes the force of the inherent 
law of value when he says, "as they," the dollars, "increase in num­
ber they will fall to their value as bullion." When that point is 
reached, then they will be money true and honest. 

If there was ever any rea-son for the debased coinage of the parts of 
the dollar, that reason long since ceased to exist; and with tho reason 
should have ceased the law. The small transactions of a community 
are the field out of which all the larger transactions are gathered. 

It is the small transactions that most demand fostering care and 
encouragement. They fill the channels of commerce as springs fill 

the banks of the river. The law of value as surely asserts itself in 
the small dealings of life as in the large ones. Good policy requires 
that equal or greater care should be taken to leave free and unob­
structed the laws of fair and just dealing in the small as in the larger 
transactions of life. This is certainly not done by thela.w as it now 
stands, except the silver dollar which is als~a violation of every rule 
Qf right. Every transaction of $5 and upward is left under the rule 
of value for value, and that in a coinage free and limited only by the 
demands of business for it. The small transactions are compressed 
to the use of so many dollars as the Government finds can be sup­
ported at some highly fictitious value. Freedom, so necessary to the 
growth of trade, is forbidden in all small dealings. Who knows or 
can estimate the amount of money of actual value that forty-five mill­
ions of busy, active people would find it profitable to employ in all 
the minor transactions of life f Why should the poor in fact be con­
demned to a debased money from which their more fortunate neigh­
bors are relieved T And why should a whole people be condemned to 
hold and use 50,000,000 or more of money which is always present,_ 
and yet absolutely worthless as money in even the ordinary transac­
tions of business. 

If the dollar is good enough to pay debts with, great and small, 
then certainly the full-weighted fractions of a dollar would be goo<l 
enough for the same purpose. They purport to be value, circulate as 
value, and without redemption. The minor coins, five cents and 
nuder, are redeemable in lawful money. Th&y are promises to pay 
in fact, and while the Government pays gold for it.s notes are as good 
as gold. 
It is not now an open question whether we will have gold alone as. 

legal-tender metallic money. That question has been passed upon. 
The decision is that both silver and gold shall be used as full legal­
tender money. Upon this assumption our silver coinage legislation 
should be made to conform to principle and public policy. At present 
it is a flagra11t violation of both. Pla.ce silver, the dollar and parts 
of a dollar, back to the position it occupied in the coinage acts prior 
to 1853, (and, as respects the dollar, prior to the act of 1873,) with 
coinage as free as that of gold, and if they circulate at all, let them 
circulate at their intrinsic or commercial value. We have long enough 
had poor money for the poor and good money for the better circum­
stanced. Let us have one rule for all; 

It is objected to the free coinage of silver that the effect would be 
to drive gold from circulation and from the country; becaus~of its 
superior value as coin, and compel the use of an exclusive silver coin­
age. Possibly at the present market rate of the metals that might 
be the tendency, but would even that furnish a justification of a false· 
system' We should then deal in real values and be freed from the 
enforced imposition of false estimates. Silver is a commodity of in­
trinsic value, as well as gold. A given value of silver is ·every w:ty 
as desirable as the like -yalue of gold. The object of business is the· 
acquisition of real value in some form; in what it appears is a mat-­
ter of minor importance. No one need fear that the owner of gold 
will part with it without the receipt of its worth in something in­
return. Of late we seem to have been seized with a peculiar fancy 
for gold. 

It may be real, and it may be stimulated to some extent by som& 
purpose not usually avowed. Whether real o1· unreal, it can constitute 
no sufficient reason for attempting to introduce, or continuing in our 
commercial dealings the radically false principle of forcing money at 
a fictitious value, nor can it furnish any just reason why the Ameri­
can debtor should have forced upon him the extra burden of a bill­
ion or a billion and a half of debt, beyond the fair terms of his con­
tract. To adhere to principle js safe; to depart from it is peril. Gold! 
is a commodity; has its value and its uses ; but we can neither eat 
nor wear it. As a people we have ever sold the great bulk of what. 
gold onr mines have produced, and better by far that the process 
shOltld continue than that in our commercial dealings the rule of 
value for value should be systematically violated: 

SALE OF INTOXICANTS IN DISTRICT OF COLL~IDIA.. 

Mr. :MONROE. l\Ir. Speaker, I avail myself of the few moments 
allowed me to explain the provisions of House bill No. 5813, which is 
ent.itled "A bill to provide against the evils 1·esulting from the 8ale 
of intoxicating drinks in the District of Columbia." The whole biU 
reads as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Oongress assembled, That it shall be unlawful for any person, by arrent 
or otherwise, to buy for, or sell or furnish to, any minor in tho District of ...:ofum­
bia. any distilled or fermented liquors or other intoxicating drinks, unless upon tho 
written order of the parents, guardians, or family physician of said minor. 

SEc. 2. It shall be unla.wful for any person, by agent or otherwise, to sell an.v· 
distilled or fermented liquors, or other into:ricaclng drinks, within the District of 
Columbia,, to any person who is intoxicated, or who is in the habit of getting intox-­
icated. 

SEc. 3. Every person who shall viola.te the provisions of either of the foregoing 
sections of this act shall, upon conviction thereof, pay a. fine of not more than 8100, 
or be imprisoned in the jail of the District of Columbia for a period of not more 
than thirty days, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

SEc. 4. If any memb~r of the police force, or if any two or more householders, 
shall report in writing, under his or their signature, to the ml\jor of police, that 
there are good grounds, stating the same, for believing that any room, bouse, or 
J?remises within tho District of Columbia is kept and used for the sale of distilled. 
or fermented liquors, or other intoxicating drinks, contrary to law, it shaJl be law­
ful for the major of police, by his written order, to authorize any member or mem­
bers of the police force to enter such room, bouse, or premises, and arrest a.ll persons 
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there found· offending against law, and seize all such distilled or fermented liquors, 
cr other intoxicating drinks, nne convey the persons so arrested before the police 
court, and the distilled or fermented liquors, or other intoxicating drinks, so seized 
to the office of the maJor of police. Such persons so arrested shall be prosecuted 
:for said alle~ed violation of law, and, upon conviction thereof, sha.ll be punished 
.therefor as the mw directs; and said liquors or drinks shall be destroyed, and said 
;room bouse, or pr~mises shall be closed by said m~or of ~lice. 

Sm;. 5. Whenever the Commissioners of tho District of Colombia, or a. majority 
·of them, shall be convinced that any person to whom a license may have been or 
shall be issuecl for the sale of into.ricating drinks is improperly using the same, or 
is lreeping a disorderly house, or is an unlit person to continue the sale of such in­
toxicating drinks, they shall withdraw their approval of tho license of such person, 
.and revoke the same, and immediately cause a notice of such withurawal or revo­
-cation to be given to such person, who thereafter shall be subject to the provisions 
-of this act and to the fines all(l penalties for the illegal sale of intoxicating drinks 
now in force in said District, or which may hereafter be in force therein, as if no 
J.icense had been issued to such person. 

SEC. 6. The Commissioners of the District of Colombia are hereby authorized 
:and empowered, in any case where, in their judgment, the public peace and safety 
may demand it, as in oases of riot or other like circumstances, to issue an order 
closing all places where intoxicating drinks are sold, and prohibiting the sale of 
tho same, for such length of time as they may deem necessary; and it is hereby 
made the duty of the major of police to cause such order to be executed. .Any per­
son who shall sell intoxicating drinks in violation of tho provisions of this section 
shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined in any sum not exceeding $200, or be im­
prisoned in tho jail of the District of Columbia for a period of not more than sixty 
.(fays, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

I do not propose to enlarge, on this occasion, upon the evils of in­
temperance. . 'l'o do so, would hardly be treating with the respect 
which it deserves the intelligence of this House. The terrible char­
.acter and vast extent of these evils are universally acknowledged. 
All classes admit that a large portion of the poverty, disease, and 
-crime of our country, and of the world, is due to this cause. The 
pulpit, the bench, the bar, the medical profession, and the teachers 
of youth, unite in voices of warning upon this subject. There is no 
civilized country which has not attempted to provide by law, in some 
degree, against the evils of intem:~erance. Any extended review of 
these evils has been made unnecessary by the thorough and exhaust­
ive treatment which the subject has received in speeches addressed 
to this House during the last and the present Congress by the able 
Representative from New Hampshire, [Mr. BLA.m.] . 

It is no doubt true that we can attain only approximate accuracy 
in the statistics of crime and misery which the traffic in alcoholic 
beverages furnishes us, but we aJ.l know that the calamity is. so great 
that it would be difficult to find any statistics that could accurately 
measure it, or any ima~ination, should such statistics be reached, that 
could fully embrace tneir meaning. The quality of our statistics, 
however, ;rill be greatly improved whenever the House will consent 
to pass the Senate bill "to provide for a commission on the subject 
of the alcoholic liquor traffic "-a good work which I hope we shall 
accomplish before the close of the session. Such a commission co.uld 
not do everything, but it coul<). do much. It could extend the bounds 
of accurate knowledge in regard to our monster evil, and, so far as it 
should go, would give us a body of facts which would be authorita­
tive and which could not be attributed to party prejudice or to the 
extravagance of hi~h-wrought feeling. 

Unhappily the DIStrict of Columbia is not free from the calamity 
which afflicts other portions of the country. The evil exists here in 
such proportions as to challenge attention and demand legislative 
remedies. In saying this I do not at all express approval of state­
ments which have sometimes been published that Washington is 
among the most disorderly, intemperate, and immoral cities of the 
Union. On the contrary,~! believe that the opposite of this is true. 
I am convinced that the relative character of this city for sobriety 
and good order is very high. But, while Washington may justly 
claim this relative merit, the evils resulting from the sale of intoxi­
cating drinks in this District are absolutely very great .. As intro­
ducing us at once to sotne knowledge of tile extent of these evils, I 
present to the House a letter which I have recently received from the 
excellent superintendent of police, who bas devoted.himself to the 
cause of good orde'r and sound morals in this metropolis with un-
usual courage and earnestness : . 

DEPARTME."iT OF METROPOLI'l'A~ POLICE, 
OFFICE OF MAJOR .A!.'D SUPER~Truoo"DENT, 202 FOUR-fi'D-A-HALF STREET, 

Washington, D. 0., January 27,1879. 
SIR: Having reference to our conversation relative to the contemplated bill in 

regard to the sale of intoxicatinl! drinks in the Disti~ct of Colt;tmbia, I have the 
honor to inclose a. copy of the last report of the operations of th1s department for 
the year ending September 30, 1878, from which may be gleaned items of service in 
'Urging the necessity for a change in the existing law. 

It is safe to say tllat seven-tenths of all arrests made are due directly to the im­
moderate use of 'intoxicants. 

There are at present upward of five hundred licensed bar-rooms in the District., 
and it is estimated that there are at least three hundred additional places where 
liquor is sold contrary to law. · 

Wishing you success in your efforts to diminish crime and aid the cause of good 
-order, 

I am, very respectfully, 
THOMAS P. MORGAN, 

Majm· and Superintendent Metropolitan Police. 
Hon. JAMES MOI\'ROE, M. C., 

HOWle of ReprB8entatives. 

If any apology were needed for introducing into thisHous a. bill to 
·protect the people from the evils of ·intemperance, certainly an ample 
-one would be found in the fact that seven-tenths of all the arrests 
.made in the very city where we assemble are due to this cause. But 
what aro the number and character of these arrests 'l A satisfactory 

answer to this question may be found in the following summary of 
arrests, taken from the report of the operations of the police depart­
ment for the last year, furnished me by the superintendent: 

SUMMARY OF ARRESTS . 

6£~hf£h~=n!aJ~~~~~~ ------~ •. ~~: :: ·. ~:: :: ·.::: :: ·.:::::: :::: :·.::: :: ·_ ~:: :::: i~: ~~ 
Of which were females.................................................... 1, 907 
Of which weremarried.......... .••••• ............ ••••••. ... .............. 4, 293 
Of which were single ..................................................... 8, 040 
Of which were native born................................................ 10,339 
Of which were foreign born .................................... ·····--.... 1, 994 
Of which were between ten and twenty years of n.ge...... ...•.• ....••.••. 2, 760 
Of which were above twenty yearsofage........ ....•. ...... ...... .. ..... 9, 57a 
Of which could read and write............ .•. .••••• ...... ...... .......... 8, m 
Of which could not read and write .... ...... --~--........................ 4, 085 
Of which were offenders against tho person ........................ _...... 8, 79 
Of which were o:fl'enders against property .....•.....•.....•.....••... !.... 3, 535 

Of tho 10,339 native born persons arrested, 5,3L5 were white, and 5,024 were 
colored. 

The fact which first fixes attention, iu this summary, is the num­
ber of arrests, 12,333; seven-tenths of which, or 8,633, according to 
the safe estimate of the superintendeBt, were due to the immoderate 
use of intoxicants. Other painful facts are disclosed. Nearly one­
half of the arrests, or 5,315, were of native white persons. The of­
fenses against the person are 8,798, or nearly three-fourths of the 
whole. '.rwo thousand seven hundred and sixty persons arrested­
almost one-fourth of the whole number-were between the ages of 
ten and twenty, mere boys and girls. Keeping these deplorable facts 
in mind, and remembering in how large degree they were produced 
by intoxicating drinks, intoxicating drinks furnished by eight hun­
dred tippling houses, three hundred of which exist in defiance of law, 
we shall see how little excuse there can be for apathy upon the sub­
ject iu this House, to which, with the other branch of Congress, has 
been given by the Constitution power '•to exercise exclusive legis­
lation" over the District of Columbia. Facts like these have made 
me feel that I could not justify myself in remaining quiet in my 
place witltout attempting to secure the passage of some bill like that 
which I have introduced. · 

The regard which we feel for the virtue, intelligence, and happiness 
of ·the people, the desire to promote the general welfare which is, no 
doubt, sincerely felt and is often expressed upon this floor, the very 
pride which we take ·in this capital of our common country, should 
prompt us to adopt some form of remedial legislation. 

Some law to provide against the evils of intemperance in this Dis­
trict is demanded, not only by the sense of duty but by the best public 
opinion. Early in the present session I had conferences upon thi~ 
subject with the District commissioners, the major of police, clergy­
men, business men, and other prominent citizens, all of whom I found 
deeply interested in this question of good order and public morals. 
.A.t a later period a petition was intrusted to me, signed by the ac­
credited representatives of fifty-three temperance organizations, sec­
ular and religions, representing more than six thousand members­
a petition which I presented to this House, and had referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbi:1. In compliance with the 
earnestly expressed wish of these petitioners, and in accord witlt the 
judgment of many intelligent citizens, I offered to the House the bill 
which has been read. No bill could be more reasonable and moder­
ate and retain any considerable degree of efficiency. 

Its provisions will require little explanation. Sections 1 and 2 
make it a criminal offense to sell intoxicatin~ drinks to minors or to 
persons intoxicated or in the habit of becommg intoxicated. I will 
venture to say that no member of this House will object to these 
provisions. No sane man will contend that intoxicating liquors 
should be sold to either of these classes. Sections substantially like 
these have long formed a part.of our Ohio law, where they have pro­
duced excellent results in protecting those who are least able to pro­
tect themselves. Section 3 provides suitable penalties for the •riola­
tion of the provisions of sections 1 and 2. 

The object of section 4 is to break up those places where iu~oxicat­
ing liquors are sold contrary to law. These places defraud the reve­
nue, demoralize our youth, and promote lawlessness and disorder gen­
erally. ',l'o the evils of dram-selling they add the moral degradation 
which comes from concealment, evasion of the law, and attempts to 
P.scape the police. Heretofore the right of the police, under the law, 
to enter these places for the purposes of exposure and prosecution bas 
not been clear. This section, properly enough, ~ves the same right 
to the police to enter houses of this kind that they already have to 
enter gambling-houses or places where lottery tickets are sold. It 
treats the implements of the trade in these unlawflill drinking-house 
as affording p1-i:m.a facie evidence, as in the case of burglar's tools and 
the furniture of gambling-houses, that an u11lawful business is carried 
on. 

Under this section the major of police is authorized to send mem­
bers of his force to enter all premises· where intoxicating drinks are 
sold contrary to law, to arrest all persons engaged in the nnhtwful 
traffic and bring them before the police court, and to se~e the int~xi­
catino- liquors and convey them to the office of the maJor of police. 
The persons so arrested are to be prosecuted and, upon conviction, 
to be punished, and the liquors seized are to be destroyed and the 
premises to be closed. This is a thorough process, but it is necessary 
to accomplish the object, and I do not see that any well-foll.11ded 
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.objection can be urged against it. No reason can be giv-en for mak­
ing this mode of procedure lawful in case of gambling-houses and 
-other like places that are kept in defiance of law which does not 
equallr apply to places where liquors are sold. . 

Sectwn 5 authorizes the commissioners of the District to revok~ 
and withdraw licenses from all persons who keep disorderly houses 
or show themselves unfit persons to continue the sale of intoxicating 
-drinks. It may be said that this is too large a grant of power to be 
intrusted to the judgment of the commissioners. But if their judg­
ment is adequate to the responsibility of granting licenses, why 
.should it not be equal to the work of withdrawing them f The lat­
ter seems to me much the less difficult and delicate task of the two. 

To section 6 no objection can be urged. Every one must approve 
of giving the commissioners power to close all places, from end to 
end of the District, where intoxicating drinks are sold, whenever, as 
in cases of riot or other like circumstances, the public peace and 
safety may demand it. 

Such are the provisions of this bill. · It contains no extreme meas­
ures, but is wholly moderate and conservative in character. My 
-objection to the bill is that it does not deal thoroughly enough with 
an evil which is so injurious and burdensome to this city and to the· 

· · counti·y. But, if it should become a law, it would do great good so 
far as it goes, and it has the indispensable advantage that it would 
be sustained by the public sentiment of this District, and hence could 
be executed. In a visit which I paid to the committee-room of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia I was glad to find that most 
of the provisions of this bill are likely to be reported to the Honse, 
either in the code which has been prepared for the District or in some 
. other measure. In spite, therefore, of the shortness of the session and 
of the pressure of appropriation bills, I am not without hope that at 
least a portion of these provisions against the evils of intemperance 
may pass this House before the final adjournment. To this end I ask 
the candid consideration of members of this body for a bill which, in 
the language of the major of police, is an effort "to diminish crime 
.and aid the cause of goo(l. order." 

THE BANK MUST NOT BECOME THE GOVEID.~NT. 

Mr. FELTON. Mr. Speaker, the financial measures of the Govel'l!­
ment, all questions touching the supply and demand of money, the 
_present and future stat1ta of gold and silver coins, of greenbacks and 
national currency, continue to excite and interest the American peo­
ple. 

I have heard it said since this session of Congress commenced that 
these financial questions should not intrude themselves upon our 
<1eliberations ; that in view of approaching national elections we 
should seek to suppress rather than encourage discussion; that all 
~erences of opinion should be merged into one desire and purpose 
to succeed politically, to carry our favorite candidates to a position 
which will enable them to apportion ·eut the offices and perquisites 
~f Executive patronage. 

I also desire earnestly the success of democratic candidates; but 
this desire is prompted only by the higher consideration that with 
the elevation and success of men we may realize the elevation and 
triumph of certain merumres. "Principles and not men" should be 
the political maxim of every American citizen, or rather he should 
recognize men as the representatives and embodiment of certain 
principles which he seeks to establish and perpetuate. 

It is unfortunate for the material and political interests of· the 
-country when undue importance is attached to mere party success, 
when the shibboleths and technicalities of political organizations 
.are placed above measures which are supposed to underlie and vital­
ize the industries and wealth of the country. 

It may have been necessary in the formative periods of the Gov­
-ernment to devote much time to the discussion of abstract political 
truths; but now abstractions must resolve themselves into the prac­
tical problems of life and the theories of partisanship must be veri­
fied by useful results. 

Aspirants for office must remember that the "glittering prize" is 
only within the gift of a people who .demand material guarantees 
for the confidence and suffrage they bestow. These guarantees are 
goou government, economy in all public expenditures, absolute hon­
esty in all official positions, and such financial legislation as promises 
relief to the embarrassed industries of the country. 

What care the people for the success of any man or combination of 
men constituting a party, if that man or party must be divorced 
from the measures which the popular mind considers essential to the 
establishment of justice, the promotion of the general welfare, and the 
securement of the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity T 

What care the people for the enthronement of a party if honest 
industry must go unrewarded and the tax-gatherer must continue 
reaping the accumulations of by-gone years_¥ 

What care the strong-armed multitude for political triumphs which 
con1inue their homes and families under the old 1·egirne of contrac­
tion, of a single-metallic standard of value, of national banks, and 
of a bondbolding aristocracy f . 

These financial questions underlie and interlace all the axioms 
which coinpose that splendid political creed known as Jeffersonian 
democracy. In my opinion not one of the fundamental principles of 
this democracy can ever be established while the present financial 
system of the Government continues in force. It is at war with this 
democracy, and to me it is strange that any friend of a "perfect 

Union" of all sections of a common country, of equal and exact jus­
tice to all men, of the rule and supremacy of a majority of the citi­
zens as against milwrities, and of the rights of the States as against n. 
centralized despotism, should ever consent, by word or by vote, to the 
continuance of a system that is silently and effectually destreying 
these grand bul warksof constitutional liberty-this systern of finance 
by which the rich and the poor are made to a:Q.tagonize each other, 
when nature and personal interest all conspire to place them on a 
pleasant and profitable relationship to each other. · 

Our present financial system is propped and sustained in its posi­
tion by national banks. Our solar system does not revolve around 
its central sun more regularly and dependently than our financial pol­
icy revolves around these chartered monopolies-monopolies which, 
in my judgment, will prove themselves a commissioped corps of "sap­
pers and miners" which will to the extent of their capacity under~ 
mine and explode some of the grandest features of our form of popu­
lar government. 

Mr. Calhoun, who was probabl'y endowed with greater foresight than 
most men, amounting in some instances to almost political prophecy, 
and who was especially jealous of all encroachments upon popular 
liberty, when describing the pernicious results of an alliance between 
the Government and the banks, uses these words : 

It behooves us to inquire whether the system is favorable to the permanency of 
our republican institutions, to the industry and business of the conn try, and, above 
all, to our m.oral and intelleotnal development. 

He then proceeds to demonstrate with his usual logical accuracy' 
the injurious influence of the "union of government and banks" 
upon our political, industrial, and intellectual development . 

Let us remember that the system against which Mr. Calhoun was 
battling had far- less connection with the General Government than 
our present system of banking. He was arraigning at the bar bf pub­
lic opinion one national bank, the charter of which had expired in 
the previous March, the authorized capital of which bank had been 
$35,000,000, of which capital 7,000,000 were subscribed by the United 
States Government in 5 per cent. stocks, and $28,000,000 were sub­
scribed by individuals or corporations, one-fourth in specie and the 
remainder in United States stocks. Its notes were receivable in all 
payments to the Government and the public moneys were deposited 
in the bank, subject to other directions by the Secretary of the Treas­
ury, the bank to act as the commissioner of loans for the several 
States. In addition to this one national bank there were other banks 
included in this system of banking, which was at the time being 
criticised and condemned by this most sagacious statesman. 

These were private banks of deposit and circulation, chartered and 
authorized by the several States. The Bank of North America, which 
originated with Robert Morris in 1781, and was established by Con­
gress at his suggestion, obtained, in addition to its national authority, 
charters from the States of New York and Pennsylvania, and thus 
became the pioneer of that system of State banks which had expanded 
from one bank in 1781 to six hundred and thirty-four banks in 1837, 
when :Mr. Calhoun was reviewing the system, and from a capital of 
$400,000 to $290,000,000. . 

The State banks sought the overthrow of the national bank and 
were delighted at President Jackson's message of December, 1829, in 
which he questioned the constitutionality of the law creating the 
national bank. The bank was overthrown. The public deposits, 
amounting to some $10,000,000, were removed and pla-ced in charge 
of certain favored State banks; precisely what those banks desired, 
because it removed a dangerous rival and planed within their vaults 
ten millions of the public funds . 

From this time certain designated State banks became depositories 
of the public moneys, and also commissioners of public loans. They 
were inseparable from the Government, and the Government was 
thoroughly identified with the banks. 

It was this system of banking, this dependence of the Government 
upon the banks, and this aid the banks desired from the Government, 
this union, this aasociation, that Mr. Calhoun characterized as sub­
versive of our political, industrial, .and intellectual prosperity. 

But, sir, under different names and with increased powers for mis­
chief, t]J.e system still continues. The Government of the American 
people and the speculators of Wall street are still forced into an un­
equal alliance. The temple of our liberties is still profaned by the 
presence of money-changers. When the ark in which are deposited the 
tables of "our law is jostled with difficulties" the unclean hands 
of syndicates and clearing-houses, of brokers and stock-jobbers, :ire 
thrust forward for its protection. The revenues of the Government, 
which some one bas said is the Government itself, are still under the · 
control and keeping of the banks, and the banks are still the pets 
and proteges of the Goverument. 

Bank officers and directors must be conciliated and their co-opera­
tion secured before specie resumption authorized by law can become 
an assured success. Their interest must be consulted and t.heir anger 
appeased before the law remonetizing silv(\r can become effective. 

Like the dog Cerberus that guarded the infernal regions and ouly 
resisted those who were attempting to escape from Hades, so t!tese 
banking monopolies keep watch over the misfortunes, necessities, and 
embarrassments of the people and of the Government, and neither the 
one nor the other can escape these evils until "a sop '' has been thrown 
to the insatiate monster. 

In 1863 Congress authorized the establishment of national banks, 
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not having a gold and silver basis, lmt founding their circulation upon 
interest-bearing bonds of the United States, their bills to be redeem­
able in the lawful money of the United States, and the Secretary of 
t he Treasury is authorized to deposit the public moneys with them. 

These banks now Bumber two thousand and fifty-three, and the 
amount of their circulating notes on the 1st of last July was $324,­
~14,284. The amount of interest-bearing bonds held in trust by the 
Government for these national banks is $368,534,279, on which bonds 
t he Government is paying to these banks, annually, some $18,000,000 
as interest. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has selected one hundred and twen­
ty-four of these banks as depositories for the public moneys. Now, 
t o show their connection with the Government and the influence 
they must exert on the finances of the country, it is only necessary to 
state that in the last fifteen years these depositories have received 
$3,308,750,346 of the public funds, or over $220,000,000 a year. The 
ba,nks transfer to the Treasury an· sums of money drawn by the 
Treasurer, and the Treasurer transfers at pleasure the public moneys 
to these depositories, and he is at liberty to bestow his favors liber­
ally upon some special banks, and sparingly or even nominally upon 
others. In other words, these selected and favored banks are the 
fiscal agents of the Government-brokers, to buy and sell, to receive 
and pay out, to "bull or bear" the public funds. 

The apprehensions of our fathers at the existence of one United 
States bank, a,nd also their ~xpressed fears because of the Govern­
ment's connection with and dependence upon a system of State banks, 
seem trivial. 

What was one bank with a capital of $35,000,000 compared with 
over two thousand United States banks having a paid-up capital of 
$470,393,366 and a surplus fund of more than $18,000,000 f 

What was $7,000,000, which was the amount of stock held by the 
Government in the old United States ba,nk, compared with a mort­
gage, which these two thousand banks hold on the Government of 
the United States, to the amount of $368,534,279, the annual interest 
on which mortgage is nearly $18,000,000 ? Ah! a mortgage much 
greater than this amount, for if we add to this value of United States 
bonds held by these banks the sum of $64,400,000 legal-tender notes 
in the vaults of these banks and in the Treasury for the redemption 
of their own notes, we have the sum of $432,934,279 in the shape of 
a mortgage held by these banks upon the labor of the country. 

What was the management and control of some thirty or forty mill­
ions of public expenditures and receipts in that day compared with 
the hundreds of millions which now make up the receipts and ex­
penditures of the Government 'f 

President Jackson stirred this nation to its very depths by remov­
ing some nine or ten millions of deposits from one United States 
bank. , 

The possibility of fraud and corruption implied by such an alliance 
between the Government and a fiscal agent was sufficient to arouse 
an opposition to the bank that sustained the President in his very 
·questionable proceeding. The people saw in that alliance of govern­
ment and banking establishments an arrogance and despotism that 
threatened the continuance of their liberties. Now, I su bruit that no 
argument was eve1· used against the United States Bank, or against 
-the connection of the Government with a system of State banks, that 
does not apply with increased force to the present system of national 
ba.nks. The bills of former banking institutions p1·ofessedly repre­
sented o-old and silver. The bills of these national banks do not rep­
resent the precion& metals. They are not redeemable in golcl and sil­
ver, but are redeemable in legal-tender greenbacks. They are simply 
the representatives of "greenbacks" or Treasury notes. 

Why not let the people have the genuine greenback instead of its 
representative f Why should the Government issue a paper currency 
simply as a banking capital for the rich ? Is it too valuable for the 
great multitude 'f Must it be retired into the vaults of national banks, 
so that the sharehelders and officers of those banks may increase their 
wealth by furnishing the common people" with their corporate prom­
ises" to pay t To pay what f Is it to pay gold that these bankers 
have been so anxious to make the single standard of value in this 
country t No, sir. Is it to pay silver that they hav~ labored so ear­
nestly to keep demonetized t No, sir. It is to pay "greenbadks," the 
money they have argued i.E. season and out of season should be burned 
up because, as alleged, its legal-tender character makes it unconsti­
tutional. 

.Did I say their bills were the representatives of these green ba{)ks 'f 
No, sir. They are the substitutes of these valuable and popular legal­
tender bills. These banks have retired these greenbacks from circu­
lation by hoarding them in their vaults, and to-day we find over one­
fourth of the three hundred and forty-six millions of greenbacks said 
to be in existence in the possession of the Treasurer and the national 
banks. 

But the shareholders and officers of these banks tell us that the 
people can exchange the bank currency fo1· legal-tender notes and 
then convert those notes into gold. Let us examine this plausible 
fraud upon the people. 

These bank bills must be redeemed with legal-tender notes at the 
counter of the particular bank issuing them, and then the valuable 
greenback currency must be sent in sums of not less than $50 all the 
way to New York, and there, at the sub-treasury in that city, the 
farmer in Georgia and the mechanic in the West can have it ex-

• 
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changed for gqld or silver, at the option -of the Secretary of th'a 
Treasury. Resumption of specie payments l Why, it is a farce a-s­
far as the laborers and great producing multitude are concerned. 
Why are these banks relieved from compliance with the iaw requir­
ing specie payments . Their bills not only act as a substitute for 
legal-tender bills but they also act as a substitute for · gold and silver,. 
and practically confine these metallic standards of value to the Treas­
ury of the United States. 

Here are the banks, holding the legal-tender notes with which t<r 
redeem their own bills, and the Treasury hoarding gold and ~ilver· 
with which to redeem the legal-tender notes. In a few years this 
national-bank cmTency will be the only currency known in the 
country. · Then this moneyed monopoly will have been perfected 
and will have within its grasp the property and productive indus­
tries of the country. At their good pleasure they can expand or con­
tract the currency. We know what contraction of the currency in 
this country means. The money power resolved to increase the 
purchasing power of money. They know as the volume of the cur­
rency is diminished so the value of property and labor is decreased. 
Ah! they know that a small absolute reduction of the currency 
makes a gTeat absolute reduction of the value Of the entire property 
of the cemmunity. 

This money power commenced the work of contraction, destroying 
greenbacks, demonetizing silver,-erecting one standard of value, and 
that a. gold standard, and the result was that financial distress un­
paralleled in our history extended over the country, and still contin- • 
ues throughout the productive portions of the Union. 

I have heard men congratulating themselves and the country upon 
the brilliant success attending resumption of specie payments. It 
reminds me of an incident in the life of J ulins Cresar related by Plu-
tarch. . 

After the battle of Munda, in Spain, in which he won a decided 
victory over the sons of Pompey, and which victory removed all his 
rivals and placed him a-s dictator for life on the throne of the fallen 
republic, he issued a congratulatory address to the citizens of Rome, 
and by his own order the victory was celebrated with shows and 
feastsfor mahydays. But Plutarch says it displeased the people, for 
be had not defeated foreign generals, but destroyed the children of 
the greatest men of Rome. They said he was leading a procession in 
celebration of the calamities of his fellow-citizens; heretofore he had 
seemed rather ashamed of his actions, but now demanded honors to 
be paid to him. 

They remembered that Rome had been well-nigh depopulated by 
his ambitious wars; that ·poverty and suffering had been entailed 
upon them; that their liberties were crushed under the iron heel of 
a military despotism, and for all these things they were now called 
upon to congratulate themselves. 

It reminds me of an incident that occurred only a few yeai'S ago in 
France. We were told with a great flourish of trumpets that the 
" empire meant peace," and all Europe was called upon to congrat­
ulate itself because of the happy event. But Europe remembered 
that the "empire" was built up by a coup d'etat that crushed" law and 
liberty," and was soon to be followed by communistic riots which 
with their bloodshed and vandalism would put to blnsh the civiliza­
tion of the century. 

Now we, the Representatives of the people and the people them­
selves, are asked to congratulate ourselves upon the success of a 
forced resumption of specie payments. 

We forget that our congratulations " ce~ebrate the calamities of 
our fellow-citizens;" we forget that successful resumption is there­
sult of contraction which has crowded our penitentiaries, jails, and 
work-houses with inmates. It has made our poor-houses and asylums 
too small to accommodate the applicants for admission. State Legis- · 
latures must enlarge their public. charities, and must call to their aid 
private munificence to meet the demands of pauperism. From all of 
our densely populated States come assurances of an increase of pau­
perism, of social dilapidation, and of crime which startles a.ll who 
have made social science a study. 

From all of our Southern and Western States devoted to agTicnlt ­
ure, though blessed from year to year with abundant harvests-cot ­
ton crops unequaled in quantity, grain crops that are the wonder of 
the world-yet from these States ·Comes the evidence that men are 
unable to pay their taxes, that thousands are reduced to the greatest 
straits, and that bankruptcy threatens every laborer and pro­
ducer. 

In the midst of plenty we are in poverty; right by the side of burst­
ing g~·anaries there oomes the wail of ruined men and broken-hearted 
mothers; the rich growing richer and the poor growing poorer ; hopes 
blighted, energies crushed, houses and lands covered with mortgages; 
and no future for two-thirds of the people, who are manacled with 
debt. Yet for all these ·things we are called upon to congratulate 
6nrselves that resumption of specie payments is a success; for it was 
this coerced resumption that has produced all this financial distress; it 
was this "idiotic idea" that there must be but one standard of value, 
and that a gold standard, that has produced all this suffering and 
want. That "idiotic idea" is doing its work to-day in England and 
in Germany. The scenes transpiring in those countries are only jac 
similes of scenes which have been occurring h~re for years ever si.p.ce 
tltis idea of "gold " possessed the minds of our legislators; an idea 
which could be generated and propagated only by the brain of a. 



1879. CONGRESSIONAL REOORD-·HOUSE. . 1357 
moneyed aristocracy which seeks to mak~ tributary to its wealth the 
labor and industry of the world. 

Now, sir, le~ me ask who have been most imporhmate in demand­
ing this contraction of the currency f Who have insisted most un­
tiringly for this single gold standard of value ? Who have fought 
most uncompromisingly at every stage of its passage the silver bill, 
and are now to the extent of their capacity prepared to nullify the 
provisions of that act. I answer, the two thousand national banks 
of this country. They, as the embodiment of the money power of this 
-country, have instigated all these measures of contraction. They have 
desired to increase the power of money, to·makeit costly, and thereby 
to create a separate moneyed interest, accompanied with all the dan-

. gers which must result from such a distinctive interest-a moneyed 
class ; the destiny of the many placed in the hands of the few ; a 
mighty power capuble of controlling and corrupting all the channels 
of legislation, possibly shaping the counsels of political conventions 
and dictating the policy of administrations. 

Having control of the currenpy, it must necessarily have supremacy 
over the industries of the country and, as experience demonstrates, 
will influence the politics of the country. Consequently a few aspir­
ing and wealthy individuals must soon manipulate all this industrial 
and political power for their own profit and aggrandizement. 

Again, on the 1st of October, 1878, the Secretary of the Trem~ury 
had in the public depositories the sum of $64,207,814 in coin. Of this 
amount $45,097,061 was in one bank in the city of New York and over 
fifty millions of t.hese deposits wero in eight banks in that city. 

This system of banking concentrates the banking capital and the 
public deposits in the larger cities at the expense of the country and 
the country towns. 

It gives thes~ cities where the banDing capital of the Union is ac­
cumulated positive control of the currency of the country, and thus 
gives them absolute control of the productive industries of the coun­
try-not only of the industries, but also of the politics and legisla­
tion of the country. Mr. Calhoun said "the Government must become 
the bank o1· the bank the Government," and we are very sensible of 
the fact that the "money power" or banking capital of the country 
is now well-ni~h the Government of the country. 

Thi~:~ power IS concentrated in New York City. That city is now 
the comme1:cial and political dictator of this country. By its control 
of the currency it regulates prices and wages. All the farms and 
shops, all the factories and mines of the United States are under the 
superintendence and direction of this rapidly growing metropolitan 
power. When the leading a~icultural products of the South and 
West are ready for market this" money power" which is enthroned 
in ·wall street immediately establishes the price, and thus all our 
tributaries of wealth are made to increase the power and influence 
of this city. ' 

The bankers and stock jobbers of that city must be consulted in 
regard to all political arrangements. They must name the candidates 
for the Presidency, and Federal legislation must accord with its finan­
cial interest. Other States are provincial dependencies and must not 
rise above the political and commercial mark registered by the decrees 
of Wall street. Yes, Mr. Speaker, this system·makes the ''bank the 
Government," and locates its powers with this commercial autocracy. 

But al$ain, this entire banking system is based upon a "national 
debt "-mterest-bearing non-taxable bonds. If the system lives the 
debt must be perpetuated. The advocates of the one are the friends 
and supporters of the other. 

These banks conceived, and by act of Congress executed, the plan 
of turning the bonds of the country into bank currency without sur­
rendering the bonds. This currency is absolutely a gift from the 
Government to these banks-a gift which in value may reach nearly 
to within lQ per cent. of the whole bonded debt of the country. 
These banks can at their option surrender this currency and take up 
their bonds, which are always equal to coin, or place their bonds in 
tmst with the Government and 1·eceive this "cuuency gift from the 
Government." I repeat, the system perpetuates a national debt, with 
all its heavy burdens, upon the labor of the country. The owners of 
these bonds pay no taxes thereon to either the Federal or State gov­
-ernments-lords who reap all the benefits of government and contrib­
ute nothing to its support. 

The farmer is taxed; his land, his implements, his live stock, all 
must pay a State and county tax. The mechanic must pay a tax ad 
-valorem, upon his tool-chest; the manufacturer is taxed upon his ma-
-chinery and all his investments; the merchant is taxed; and one of 
our leading agricultural products is taxed by the Federal Government. 
"Taxation, State and Federal! There is no department of business or 
article of consumption which esca_pes the heavy hand of the tax-gath­
-erer. But national banks and individual capitalists can in vest their 
millions in these interest-bearin~ bonds, and the Government, which 
.Protects capital and oppresses laoor, exempts these investments i:rom 
.all taxation. Even au income tax is steadily resisted by this House 
for fear its operations might reach the semi-annual harvests of these 
bondholders. The labor of this country is continually drained for the 
benefit of men who do not contribute to the real wealth of t.he country 
·but, like the parasite, live and flourish upon the activities of another. 

We have a magnificent country, of immense capabilities, inexhaus­
tible in all the elements of wealth, and as 1·egards population~ material 
riches, social a.nd political influence, it promises a future absolutely 

wonderful to contemplate, dwarfing in its grandeur and desirableness 
the wildest dream of its patriotic founders . . 

But this future is in the hands of our wealth-produci.ng classes. 
They only can convey the present and coming generations to the full 
measure of our hoped for glory; and if we weigh down those classes 
by unjust taxation upon the products of their labor in order to sus­
tain our financial schemes, which pivot themselves upon these bank­
ing monopolies, then this future will prove a dancing and receding 
mirage that will elude our grasp and disappoint our expectations. 

Let these national-bank notes b9 retired. Let us destroy forever 
this connection of the Government with any species of banking and 
let us confine the Government to its constitutional prerogative of 
stamping or coining money . 

Let us supply the place of these retired bank notes with lega.l-t.en­
der "greenback notes "-a currency bearing the broad seal of the 
American Government and receivable for all dues public and private 
wherever the American flag floats. Then let us order the unlimited 
coinage of the standard silver dollar and surround that coinage with 
all the privileges now attaching to gold coinage, and verily we will 
have metallic and paper standards of value interchangeable with 
each other at the option of the Government or of the individual in. 
all localities reached by the authority and power of the Government. 

Let this legal-tender paper currency issued directly by the Govern­
ment, backed by in unlimited silver coinage, supplant our -present 
banking oligarchy and immediately you circumscribe, if not destroy, 
every monopoly which is now crushing our industries and threaten­
ing the liberties of our country. Do this and immediately you send 
joy and gladness to those" captains of industry" who are mo.st ener­
getic and successful in developing our resources and bringing to light 
the " hidden treasures " of wealth. 

Our countrymen are looking to us; our industries await the orders 
of the American Congress. Apply the stimulus which they demand 
and which we can furnish, and they will move forward with a strength 
and glory unequaled in history. 

OKLAHO:'IIA. 

Mr. CRAVENS. Mr. Speaker, the management and conduct of In­
. clian affairs is now and always has been a subject of much concern. 
A vast amount of money has been expended out of the Federal Treas­
ury from first to last, and the end is not yet; annually large appro­
priations being made for the education and support of the wilder 
tribes. For this reason if for none other, the whole people have an 
interest in the Indian management. Having been the original occu­
pants of this counliry, had they not been unchristianized savages our 
forefathers could not have claimed it by discovery or gained it other­
wise than by conquest or purchase. Although many san'guinary con­
flicts between the whit.es and Indians, from the earliest settlements 
by the whites up to the present time, have taken place, in all of 
which the whites by superior skill aud numbers have been the victors, 
still our title to the soil has never been claimed by conquest or our 
ability to drive them from it, as would have been the case had these 
conflicts been with a civilized people. 

The European governments in times past, obtaining foothold and 
claiming jurisdiction on this continent, without exception professed 
to have derived the same from discovery by their subjects. It was 
hold by them all that discovery gave title which might be perfected 
and made complete by possession. While the method of acquiring 
title and the justification for the same was uniform among the civil­
ized nations of the Old World, yet conflicts arose between them as to 
the extent of their possessions. To settle such differences their skill 
mid prowess were often tested, while the territory over which the 
contests arose remained in the actual and exclusive possession o~ the 
uncivilized Indian, no note being taken of the fact .. 

A conflict between England and France term ina ted by settling upon 
the Mississippi River a.s the dividing line between their possessions, 
the English claiming to the Atlantic and the French to the Pacific at 
a time when neither the one no.r the other occupied in fact any con­
siderable portion of the territory so claimed. Their titles, however, 
and their sovereignty were acknowled~ed by the law of civilization, 
notwithstanding the actual and exclusive occupancy by the Indians 
of vast districts within their several possessions. The justification 
offered by the Europeans for thus establishing sovereignty and juris­
diction over the lands found in the possession of wild tribes of Indians 
was that they themselves were Christians, while tke tribes were sav­
ages. It was held that the revelations of Christianity and the ulti­
mate end and aim of man's creation disclosed by it warranted the 
seizure, and that the Indians would be fully compensated for the l"ss 
of jurisdiction by benefits from the Christianizing and civilizing in­
fluences which their presence and control would certainly bring to 
them as a race . 

The claim of suparior civilization so made by the first European 
settlers, or by their governments for them, is shown to have not been 
without foundation, by the establishment and building up of a great 
and prosperous nation-the United States. While our people :have 
progressed beyond their expectations, have the Indians derived the 
benefits and made the advances in civilization which it was exoected 
would be made by way of compensation fortlileintrusion of ourfath­
ers \' As to all those who were brought into early contact with our 
race, it is said no people ever JDade more rapid advances. The press-
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ing tide of emigration westward )las at length brought the entire In­
dian race within eur borders face to face with the white man. The 
blazing light of civilization reaches now the wildest tribes within our 
vast domain. Their reservations as a general thing are within States 
or organized territorial governments. 

There is no lon~er vast wildernesses or unoccupied plains to be 
utilized solelyj'or fishing and hunting grounds. The edict that they 
with their fellow-men shall eat bread by the sweat of their brow will 
soon be fulfilled, when they shall betake themselves to husbandry 
through the example ef their neighbors. The Indians of many tribes 
have abandoned their original pursuits of war, bunting, and fishing, 
and sustain themselves by the tillage of the soil. Foremost among 
these are the Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws, and Chicka­
saws. Doubtless the Indians as a whole at this day would have been 
much better off bad the country been less extensive. 

Upon its discovery and settlement by Europeans, with the claim of 
title and jurisdiction as before stated, the rights of the Indians were 
not totally ignored. They were regarded as rightful occupants ; and 
while the governments claiming jurisdiction and the full fee con­
ferred by eminent domain did not and could not, because of their sav­
age state, incorporate them as part and parcel of the body-politic 
proper, yet their right to remain upon the lands occupied by them or 
to dispose of the same only to the governments so assuming such 
authority and power was not questioned. Their natural warlike dis­
position in many instances caused them to resist such assumptions of 
authority and power, but their simple means of warfare and inferior 
numbers prevented successful resistance. 

The whites did not care to have the savage- and ferocious Indians 
as neighbors, while the Indians, unable to check the invaders, as they 
regarded the whites1 would dispose of their lands or retire from them, 
seeking new homes farther west, better suited to their pursuits. The 
whites, to secure. their settlements from incursions by the Indians, 
bought their right of occupancy in certain districts, and granted to 
them certain other districts as bunting-grounds, to be held by like 
right. Thus the settlement of this country progressed until the period 
of the Revolution, and after that period and the establishment of the 
Government of tke United States the process bas been much the same. 
Thus the wild and wide-extended domain in times past has had much 
to do in maintaining the wild character of the tribes. 

Now, as said befere, the Indian everywhere is brought face to face 
with the white man and his destiny must soon be determined. 
Facts, undeniable facts, show more or less of selfishness upon our 

·part in the conduct of Indian affairs. The Indians, whether for 
their welfare or 11.ot is questionable, have constantly been retiring 
until now they are principally west of the Mississippi River. In the 
practice of the high Christian virtues by which we took possession 
of their country and claimed sovereignjurisdiction over it, ought we 
not to have sought and established closer relations with them, allow­
ing them to live more in our midst and receive through precept and 
example the blessings of a higher civilization. It may be answered 
that their nature forbade it. . · 

This may have been true in the first instance, but as they made 
progress it seems to me a more liberal policy might b~ve been adopted. 
It is a part of the history of the more recently settled States, within 
the knowledge of all, that the white settlers were far more anxious 
that the Indians should move west than the Indians themselves were 
to go west. No people known bad stronger attachments for their 
homestbantheyfortheirhunting-gronnds. Now,itisthesame,andour 
recent Indian wars are directly traceable t~ efforts upon the part of the 
Government to dispossess them of the land of their birth. Since the 
establishment of this Government treaty after treaty bas been made 
with the various tribes by which purchases and grants were made. 

As the white settlements advanced new purchases were made, ·less­
ening the area allotted to the Indian for hunting-grounds, until finally 
he would be induced to sell out entirely and take a new grant some­
where else. Usually the &I'ants were for large districts in the wilder­
. ness, far greater than coUld ever be needful to the Indians for agri­
cultural purposes. These grants in turn have been hewn down as the 
settlements advanced, so that in point of fact the Indians have been 

·elbowed out of the way by the Government, whenever it suited the 
interests of her superior subjects, the white. race. The policy thus 
pnrsued has pFoduced distrust in the Indian, and naturally enough. 
The white man has shown no fondness for his fellowship, and none 
too high a regard for his rights, especially the right of occupancy, 
ever and always theoretically conceded. No permanent advance can 
be hoped for until they are provided with permanent homes, homes 
not only for themselves, but for their proo-eny. 

The board of Indian commissioners, whose duty required a study 
of the Indian problem, say: 

The ultimate solution of the Indian question is the absorption of all Indians 
into the body politic, and their endowment with all the rights and duties and re­
sponsibilities of citizenship. 

Can they be thus endowed without homes' Why all the cost and 
care upon the part of the Government, even though its policy may 
have been a mistaken one at times, unless the ultimate object is to 
fit and qualify the Indian for citizenship¥ Why sbonld all Gaul have 
been Romanized 7 

• Why, sir, unless sach has been our undertaking we must stand 
conde;mned before the civilized world, and especially by the civilized 
nations originally claiming jurisdiction over our soil. Their foster-

ing care pointed to such results. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
npon the question of permanent land titles, says: ,. 

The question of greatest imparlance to the present and future welfare of the 
Indians is that of a uniform and perfect title to their lands. The constant re­
m?vals ~ncid.ent to the former Ian~ policy of the Indian service ha.ve been freighted 
With evil consequences to the Indians. Even when plaeed upon reservations they 
ha-v:e come to consider, notwithstanding the most solemn guarantees from the 
Uruted States that the same should be kept sacred and remain theirs forever that 
the title to their land is without permanency, and that they are subject to be re­
moved whenever the pressure of white settlers upon them may create a demand 
for their Lwds either before Congress or the Department. So fixed has this opinion 
'!>ooome among the more ?ivilized tribes, that in the main they decline to make any 
Improvements upon their lands, even after an allotment in severalty has been. 
made, until they have received their p'ltents for the same. . 

I fully concur with the Commissioner in all that he says in this 
p::t.ragraph, but must be permitted to express astonishment at the 
recommen4.ations of the report, his last, in which it occurs. He· 
recommends a wholesale breaking up and consolidation of reserva­
tions, which of course would produce greater distrust in the minds 
of the Indians for the .time being, and until their titles are obtained 
could t~ey be made satisfied wit_h the cbang;:es. His knowledge of 
the Indian character must certainly teach hrm that the crowdino­
~ogetber of different tribes, :who at present indnlge in hostile feef.­
mgs toward ea~h other, and, 1f not, to say the least, have not entirely 
forgotten their ancient hostilities, is calculated to breed disorder­
and discontent. The sh::t.llowest mind must be able to see that his. 
suggestion is the outgrowth of the" pressure of white settlers," al­
ready made upon their present reservations. 

Experience teaches that it will not do to change the location of· 
semi-civilized tribes, or n.ny others indeed, ancl that discontent and 
needless death is the result. Beyond this, he proposes to transfer all 
the Indians from Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico to the Indian 
Territory, and assigns as a reason therefor that it is a dru:k place. 
In exact words he says : . 

This Territory is below the parallel of the great traveled routes between tho At­
lantic and Pacific Ocoo.ns, and fortunately it IS not in the way of extending ddli­
zation westward. 

Mr. Speaker, some persons are simple-minded enough to believe it 
to be the duty of the Government, through its Indian Bureau to ex­
tend civilization to the Indian tribes, instead of keeping them out of 
the way of "extending civilization." . 

Sir, I was among the the Pima Indians near thirty years ago, n.nd 
they were found to be as peaceful and industrious as any upon the 
continent. No one sought to disturb them then, but now it is pro­
posed to drive them a thousand miles from the home of their birth, 
into a dark spot within the Indian Territory. Thia would be a grand 
outrage. These Indians and all other Indians within the Stll.tes or 
Territories are entitled to enough land to sustain their numbers iu a 
high state of civilization; and it is the duty of t~e Government to. 
gFant them of their reservations, in fee-simple, such amonuts. It iM 
the duty of the white men of the States and Territories where tlley 
reside to protect rather than trespass upon them; and it is the dut.y 
of the appropriate Jaw-making power, State or national, as the case 
may be, to give to them the common protection of the law due t;o. 
every human being, be he a saint or savage. 

In return obedience to the law should be demanded. Theoretically,. 
it seems, the white man needs the l~w to protect him against evil­
doers, and the red man to prevent his evil-doing. Practically, it 
sheuld be of universal application, to protect right and defend against 
wrong. Our civil law has no sort of application to the Indian tribes~ 
Let the Indian be treated as a man and perhaps he will be a man. It 
is nonsense to talk of their lack of intelligence to obey the law. The­
Indians have a natural reverence for power and authority, and yield 
implicit obedience to it when its rightful exercise cannot be justly 
questioned. Throw around the Indian the broad protection and defen­
sive power of this Government by which the superior race is pro­
tected, and he will at once enter upon a new life. 

How, I would ask, can we expect nny sort of devotion from him to 
governmental authority when that authority is known to be the 
changing will only of the Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, or, as is too often the case, the will of a petty, thiev­
ing Indian agest Y A change of the Indian policy is inevitable. Con­
gress took a step in the right direction when it provided against t.he 
making of further treaties with the Indian tribes. The practice of' 
making treaties with tpe Indians in their infancy in civilization may 
have been a necessity to secure peace; but now the remotest tribes. 
understand fully tho -extent and. power of the Government, and do­
not court a conflict with its ArmY, or people. 

A general .system of just dealing ought to be inaugurated and the­
wildest of the tribes be made to feel themselves a part of our people~ 
Congress has unquestioned power over the political status of tho In­
dian. Treaties heretofore made and now existing granting political 
rights to the tribes are revocable at the pleasure of Congress. The· 
decisions of our highest courts touching the question are well under­
stood by every lawyer in the land, yet men occasionally make their­
way into the balls of legislation, apparently sincere, honest, and intel­
ligent, who deny this right, and indulge in much sickly sentimen­
talit.y upon the subject of the Indian and his rights, without any knowl­
edge of his character and his true relations to the Government. 

'l.'o bear them talk one would suppc.se the nations supreme sover· 
eignties. The purpose of Representatives in Congress to territorial­
ize the Indian Territory is characterized as a land steal, railroad land-
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grabbing job, and all else calculated to prejudice the Indian mind 
against it. In their wild fury, which would "have been creditable to 
the civilized tribes occupying that Territory in tke most savage state 
of their history, they ignore" both the law and the facts. When the 
advocates of this measure suggest and truly say that the object is to 
secure to the Indians more perfect title to the lands they now hold 
under a. qualified patent from the Government, they say no. Oh, no! 
you want to despoil them of their lands. They forget that the only 
warrant for so saying is the fact that the people they themselves rep.: 
resent did so in times past. They do not know, and will not take the 
care to know, the exact character of these Indian titles. Because of 
the breach of obli~ations by the Government in times past, it is argued 
that our purpose IS to continue such ,breaches. The candid mind re­
posing faith in the professions of honorable men, understanding the 
necessity for such legislation, will not give ear to such billingsgate. 

The patents under which the Indians now hold have conditions at­
tached which were not provided for by the original treaties. I speak 
now with especial reference to the Cherokee tribe. The Supreme Court 
decides them to be conditions subsequent, and available alone to the 
Government. Now, what we propose is, to enlarge their title by 
making it a perfect fee-simple one, so that no power under any cir­
cumstances whatever can assail it. This· is abstract justice, and 
every consideration of equity and a sound public policy demands its 
consummation. 

But by the thoughtless it is suggested that the .Government can­
not do this, because it has made a. grant of a portion of these lands 
to railroads conditioned upon the extinguishment of the Indian titles. 
It is not proposed in any manner to extinguish or lessen, but, on the 
contrary to add to and make perfect their title, so that they may feel 
and really be secure in their possessions. Aside from this confirming 
their titles it is propoS'eu, although n,ot really necessary, but to quiet 
the fears of the simplest minded , to repeal the conditional grant to 
the railroads. 

There can be no earthly question of the power of Congress to so 
repeal these grants. With such legislation the Indians will become 
the absolute lords of the soil, the fee-simple owners of their entire 

' grants. How different this from the title by occupancy, by which 
they held their lands in Alabama, Georgia, N ortl:I Carolina, Missis­
sippi, and Tennessee, for the extingujshment oiwhich the Govern­
ment has always claimed the exclusive right. The treaty process 
heretofore furnished the means of extinguishment, which practically 
meant that white men wante(l the Indian lands, and for them the 
Government made the purchases. This power is now abolished, and 
if the legislation- proposed is had, the legislative power of the Gov­
ernment to despoil the Indians of their present qualified title will 
be exhausted, excep~ in the exercise of the constitutional authority 
to take private property for public uses, which applies to landed es­
tates as well as other property throughout the Union. 

to the United States, I believe we shall ultimately find another step necessary. 
We shall ~d that the ballot rather than the bullet of our friend from Nevada wla 
be the ultimate settlement of the Indian question. 

Now, while I cannot concede that the ba.llot can or does confer· 
upon t~o~e to "'!hom it is ~v:enper se the necessary qualifications for 
good Citizenship, yet I illSist that all persons Indians included 
~hose intelli~ence and integrity qualify them for its freedom and 
nghtful exerCise ought to have it and receive no check from with­
holding it in the race of life. Are not t:he Choctaws Cherokees 
Creeks, Seminoles, ancl Chickasaws far better prepared 'to have be~ 
s~o.wed u~on them the ballot and assume the responsibilities of full 
c~t~enship than were our colored people at the time they were made 
CitiZens and voters f · 

About th!s there can be no B<?rt of doubt. Right here I desire to­
call attention to the fact that ill the Choctaw and Chickasaw Na­
tions there are now near six thousand colored people natives who 
are not entitled to Indian citizenship and have no political ~tatus 
there wha«:ver. By. territorializing that country these people will 
at once begm to realize something of the benefits of the citizenship· 
conferred upon ·them by the fourteenth amendment. If that amend­
mentS? operated upon them a-s to confer th~ right of citizenship of 
tJ;te Umted States, although born and reared in the Territory, why it 
d1d not so operate upon the Indians themselves is difficult of soln­
?-on.. The lan~age of the :;unendment, " all persons born or natural­
IZed ill the Umted States," if it had the effect to make these colored 
people citizens must also have had the effect to make the Indians. 
citizens, unless· they fail to fall within the common designation of 
pers.ons, so uniforml;y: appli~d to human be~gs. I will not pursue this 
subJect further, havmg srud enough to brillg the attention of all con­
cerned directly to it. 

TJ;ter~ is a great ~eal that might be said npon the propriety of es­
tablishing the Territory of Oklahoma which cannot be said within 
the time limited to a single member upon this :floor and for that 
reason I can say but ~ittle more. When the bill now'being treated 
comes up for :final actiOn, I shall undertake to show the direct inter­
est of my.people. in thisma~ter, and tho wrongs inflicted upon them 
by the blind policy of ~eepmg as a sealed book the Indian Territory. 
I stand pledged to acqwt them of any contemplated wrong upon their 
red brethren, between whom n,nd them the most friendly relations 
have always existed. 

I can point ~ith pride to the fact that instead of their encroaching 
upon the Indians they· have twice abandoned their homes to make 
way for them, when pushed from their ancient homes east of the 
!dississippi River. In <?onclusion, Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere opin­
IOn that when the Terntory of Oklahoma shall have been organized 
and be represe~ted ~pon this floor by some one of the many talented 
men of the Indian tribes there, then the first o-rand achievement will 
have been made in Indian civilization. 

0 

In short, it is proposed that t.he Indians shall stand upon the com- ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESID.&~T. 
mon plane with all others deriving title from the Government, and Mr. MAISH submitted remarks on the necessity for chanO'ino- the 
shall hold and enjoy their lm1ds, secured by the great doctrine of present mode of electing the President and Vice-President of the 
property rights, under the guarantees of the Constitution and the • United States, which will appear in the Appendix. 
law of the land. It was an unfortunate day in the history of the 
Cherokees, when they consented by the treaty of 1835 to take less HOW AND BY WHim WAS RESUMPTION EFFECTED. 
than a fee-simple title to their lands. Had they acted wisely, and Mr. ~LLEY. Mr. Speaker, the law providing for the resumptien 
provided for a fee-simple title, as for the eight-hundred-thousand acre of spe~1e 1;1ayments went into ~ff~ct on the first day of this year. The 
purchase, no conditional railroad grants would have been made, and event mVIMs a retrospect, as It IS hoped that it terminated a contro-
they would be free from the agitatjng discussions of uemagogues, versy which has agitated the people for thirteen years. . . 
who seek to prejudice them against those·who now propose to relieve Those who from the close of the war persistently demanded the 
them from their unwise action on that occasion. · enactment of such a law, those who have insisted upon its mainte-

1 desire-now to warn the Cherokee people against the madcaps in nance, and those to whom its enforcement has been intrusted exult. 
their midst, and call upon them to dispassionately consider the im- over the fact that equivalency between greenbacks and go'ld has 
portance of the needed legislation to relieve them from the embar- bee~ established as triumphantly a-s though they had planned D,nd 
rassments which their present incomplete title must necessarily pro- achieved the result. -They have no right to reo-ard it as their tri­
duce. The Indian Commissioner pronounces the Cherokee's title ''a umph. It in truth attests their defeat. '!'hose wh~ may of right exult 
base or qualified fee," and who knows but that in the prosecution of are those who have resisted the retirement of our legal-tender paper . 
the grand consolidating prGject he n:iay not con elude to whittle down money tiu:oug~out the long war waged against such money by those 
their possessions for some of the tribes of Arizona, Colorado, or New whose pohcy, if successful, would have resulted in a government of 
Mexico 7 the people, by the national banks, and for the fund-holders of the 

The Indians of the TeiTitory with fee-simple title to their lands and world. For equivalency between oar paper nioney and gold has not. 
recognized as citizens will be so circumstanced a-s to resist the "pres- been.brought a boat by the methods the friends of an exC'lusive national 
sure of white settlers'' and red settlers as )Veil. They can then make bank-note pap.er currency proposed, but in opposition thereto. The 
better selections as to the white men they shall receive in their midst. process by which they proposed to effect resumption involved, as I 
Certainly the. territorializing of the Indian Territory and giving to shall abundantly prove, the retirement and" cremation" of everv dol­
the Legislature the power to legislate for the protection of each and lar of our legal-tender paper money and the substitution therefor of 
every resident will invite the location of a better class of white men national-bank notes whi,ch should faithlessly promise redem'ption in 
there to take the plaee of and drive out the reckless class with which coin. In this contest they have been beaten, and it is for the friends 
that country is now infested. of money issued by the Government, as against promises to pay money 

If it is thought that the Indians may be cheated or defrauded out issued by corporations, to rejoice that equivalency has been produced 
of their titles, why protect them, I say, by providing against transfers w bile there are more than $346,681,000 of legal-tender notes extant, the 
for such a period of time as may be deemed prudent l I will with- continued circulation of which is demanded by the producing classes 
hold my support from no measure for the fullest protection to the of our people and protected by the express terms of a recent statute. 
Indians that can be suggested. It is my desire that they shall pro- In the establishment of equivalency under these circumstances we 
gress~ make advances, and finally reach such commercial and political !mve a standing refutation of the cardinal doctrines of the bullion­
prominence as to be an honor to our common country and its institu- 1sts. 
tiona. The distinguished gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has General resumption of specie payments has not been efl'ected. If a 
expressed his opinion .upon the Indian problem upon this floor in the I national bank gives coin in exchange for its not.es it is as an act of 
following language : grace and not in compliance with law, as such notes are redeemable 

While it is true that every step toward a mild treatm!mt of the Indian tribes in greenba-cks; and if a grasping creditor demands coin from his 
bas not only resulted in less barbarism among them, but also in much less expense debtor, the legal-tender note -interposes a,nd checks his avarice~ 
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Nevertheless equivalency between greenbacks and gold exists, and 
.,.\"hoever has $50 or more ill Treasury notes can obtain coin for them 
by presenting them for payment at the 'sub-treasury at New York. 
How, I ask, has equivalency been established, and upon what does its 
mailltenance depend 'f It is certainly not the result of the retirement 
of the last of our paper money, for to the amount of $346,681,016 
greenbacks are still a legal tender. Nor does its maintenance depend 
on the ability of the Government and banks to redeem their notes in 
coin. No! Equivalency bas been brought about by adopting the 
method originally proposed by the anti-contractionists and accepting 
"rags and lamp-black," the "dishonored and lying greenback" in 
payment of customs duties. And its continuance depends upon this 
recognition by the Government of the" rag-baby" as money. So long 
·as it shall do this it need apprehend no serious draught upon the coin 
1t ishon.rding, for solon~ as the greenback is accepted for all the uses 
of money every one will prefer paper money to weighty and incon-
venient coin. · · 

During the last political campaign leading statesmen, distinguished 
·Senators, a.nd others, addressed the people of Pennsy 1 vania on the issues 
•Of the day, and denied, as I have heard others more recently deny, 
that it had ever been the purpose of the Government or the advocates 
-of resumption to destroy our legal-tendAr paper money. Their sole 
object, some of these gentlemen said, had been to reduce its volume 
within safe limits, which, when the resumption act had been passed, 
was believed to be '300,000,000, but which intervening experience had 
shown should be fixed at the sum now outstanding. Between these 
distinguished gentlemen and me there is on this point a question of 
fact, and to exclude the possibility of its becoming one of veracity I 
-propose to submit indisputable yroof of the truth of my statement. 

COXDIT"fiOY OF THE PEOPLE AND AMOUNT OF M:O!\'EY IN 1865. 
My witnesses shall be Secretaries of the Treasury, and the evidence 

I propose to offer will be drawn from annual reports submitted to 
·Congress with presidential messages. Bot first let 1rlr. McCollocH, 
who was then Secretary, tell us what was the condition of the people 
and what the amount of legal-tender paper in circulation in 1865 and 
1866. In his annual report of date of December 4, 1865, he reminded 

·Congress that means bad been furnished by our own people to meet 
:the expenses of the war; and that notwithstanding the fact that more 
than $2,000,000,000 of the means of the people of the United States 
had been thus loaned to the Government, no branch of useful indus­
try had suffered by the investment. These were his words: 

The fact that means have been raised, without foreign loans, to moet the ex:. 
penses of a protracted and very costly war, is evidence not only of the great 
resources of tho co1rntry, but of the wisdom of Congress in passing the necessary 
laws, and of the distinguished ability of tho immcdiato predecessors of the present 

'• Secretary in administering them. " * * The public debt of the United States 
represents a portion of the accumolatell wealth of the country. While it is a debt 
of the nation it becomes the capital of the citizen. The means of the merchant, 
the manufacturer, and farmor, and also those of the workingman and the soldier, 
have been liberally invested in it, and it is an interesting fact, a practical evidence 
~f tho great resources of tho countr.~. that so large au amount of thejr wealth could 
be loaned by the peo\)le to the Government without embarrassin~ industrial pur-, 
suits. NotWithstanding more than $2,000,000,000 of the means of tne people of the 
United Stat~s have been thus loaned, no branch .of useful industry has suffered by 
the investment. 

So much from 1\Ir . .McCulloch on the condition of the people and 
the productive industries of the country. That he was not mistaken 

'in asserting that the loan of more than $2,000,000,000 made by the peo­
_ple to the nation was out of accumulated capital and did not impair 
their productive power is shown by tho fact that the failures re­
ported by commercial agencies in 1865 were but five hundred and 
thirty, and involved an aggregate liability of but 17,625,000, as well 
as by the business of the national banks, which; in the absense of 
·-commercial paper, in discounting which they ordinarily employ their 
1·e~ources, they were compelled to invest them in Government securi­
ties, and absolutely held one-fourth of the entire public debt. Money 

. was abundant. 'Vhoever would work could get wages. Sales were 
made for cash or on short credit. Few promissory notes were given, 
and the banks found small employment for theh· resources except in 

. -Government securities. 
Now let him tell us how much the debt then amounteu to, what 

was its character, and how much of it was legal tender :.~tnd might 
-circulate as currency, or be held by banks as .reserve, by the use of 
which in that way they could keep the entire volume of greenbacks 
;proper and bank-notes in circulation. On page 17 of the report from 
which I have quot-ed, be Mays: 

On the 31st day of October, 1865, since which time no material change has taken 
place, the public debt, without deducting funds in the Treasury, l\IDOunted to 
$2,808,549,437.55, consisting of the following items: 
Bonds, ten-forties15 per cont., due in 1904. _ -····· 172,770, 100 00 
Bonds, Pacific Railroad, 6 per cent., duo in 1895_. 1, 258, 000 00 
Bonds, five-twenties, 6 per cent., due in 1882, 1884, 

and 1885 .••••••••••• ___ - ••..•.••••...•.• -... - • 659, 259, 600 00 
Bonds, 6 per cent., due in 1881. ••••• - •••. __ ... _ •• 265,347,400 00 
Bonds, 5 per cent., due in 1880 ••••••.•••••.... _.. 18, 415, 000 09 
Bonds, 5 per cent., <lue in 1874 .. __ ..••.•.. __ .. __ . 20, 000, 000 00 
Bonds, 5per ceut., duein187L.--····-··-···----- 7,022,000 00 

----- $1,144,072,100 00 
Bonds,6percent.,uuein1868 ...... _._ .. -······ 8,908,34180 
Bonds, 6 per cent., due in 1867 ____ . _- _.- .... .. _.. 9, 415, 250 00 
Compound-interest notes, due in 1867 and 1868 .. •173, 012, 141 00 
Seven-thirty Treasury netes, due in 1867 and 186~. 830,000,000 00 

----- 1, 021,335,732 80 
.Bonds, Texas indemnity. p!ll!t due . _ •• _- .. __ .• _. 760, 000 00 
Bonds, 1~easury notes, &:c., past due .••• _ •.. _ .• _ 613, 920 0!:1. 

1, 373, 920 09 

·-
TemP._Orary loan, ten days' notice .• _.--·-·---··--· 
Certi.fl.cates of indebtedness, due in 1866 .•••••.. 
Treasury notes, 5 per cent., December 1, 1865 .••• 

United States notes.~ ••.• ·-····----··_-·· .•••• :. 
Fractional currency __ . _ ....•... _ . __ .•• __ .•..••. 

$99, 107, 745 46 
55, 905, 000 00 
32, 536, 901 00 

428, 160, 569 00 
26, 057, 469 20 

$187, 549, 646 46 

454,218,038 20 

2, 808, 549, 437 55 
This statement is, I believe, correct. But on page 9 he had made 

the following one touching the paper circulation of the country which 
while apparently candid, was as disingenuous as it was well caiculated 
to deceive the ignorant : 

The paper circulation of the United St-ates on tb.e 31st of October 1865 was 
substantially as follows: ' ' 
1. United States notes and fractional currency. ___ . __ .. _ ••.•.• _ •.• $454 ms 038 20 
2. Notes of the national banks.-- ... -... -... ·----···- .. -··-----·-- 185' ooo' 000 00 
3. Notes of Sta~e banks! including outstanding issues of Stato banks ' ' 

convertoo mto national banks .. -.- ___ ..... _ ...•.•. ___ . _ .. _ •. _ 65, 000, 000 00 

Total·-·· ••. _ .... -·- ......... -- ...... _._ .. -----· ....... ---.. 704,218,038 20 
The amount of notes furnished to the national banks up to and inclmling ti,J.o 

31st of October, 1865, was a little over$~05,000,000, butit is estimated that $20 000 000 
of these had not then been put into circulation. ' ' 

In addition to the United States notes, there were a~o outstanding $32,536,900 
5 per cent. Treasury notes, and $L73,01:2,140 compound-mterest notes, of which it 
would doubtless be safe to estimate that 630,000,000 were in circulation as currency. 

From this statement it appears that, without including seven and three-tenths 
notes, many of the sm.allllenomina.tions of which were in circulation as money, and 
all of which tend in somo measure to swell the iufiation, the paper money of the 
country amounted on the 31st of October, 1865, to the sum of $734,218.03!.20, which 
has been daiJy.increased by the notes since furnished to the national banks, and is 
likely to be still further increased by those to which they are entitled, until the 
amount au.thorized by law ($300,000,000) shall b.ave been reached-subject to such 
reduction as may be mado by the withdrawal of the notes of the State banks. 

I have characterized this statement as disin~enuous. Time will 
not permit me to analyze it, but I remark in passrng that not only the 
$30,000,000 of compound-interest notes which he assumes were in cir­
culation, but the other $143,000,000 were outstanding and were legal 
tender for their face value; and that if the $830,000,000 of 7.30 
Treasury notes were not so, the people who accepted and used them 
as such were deluded by the phraseology of the law under which they 
were issued. If they were not legal tender the proviso which de­
clared that they should not "be a le(J'al tender in payment or redemp­
tion of any notes issued by any bank, banking association, or banker 
calculated or intended to circulate al:i money," was worse than useless 
verbiage inasmuch as it was calculated to deceive, as to the character 
of the security they were to receive, those to whom the Government 
was under the provisions of the act to appeal for a loan of more than 
$800,000,000. If they were not intended to he a legal tender for all 
other purposes, why was it necessary to thus. specifically prohibit 
hanks from paying their notes with them as they were required to 
do with the non-interest-ben.ring legal-tender notes, known as green­
backs'/ 

COJSTrtACTIOX REG.AlWED .AS THE ONLY RO.A.U TO ll.ESUMPTIOX. 

Having thus enn,bled Mr. McCulloch to show what wa-s the condi­
tion of the people at the close of the war1 let me now proceed to the 
main question. How did the resumptionists propose to improve their 
condition, and whether it was by retiring the legal-tenderpaper money 
and substitutin;,?, therefor tho promises of banks to pay money t The 
first witness I otfer on this point is Mr. Hugh McCulloch. In his report 
of December 4, 1865, as Secretary of the Treasury, from which I have 
submitted extracts, that gentleman said: 

The issue of united States notes as laWful money was a measure enedient, 
doubtless, and necessary in the great emer.,.ency in which it was adopted, but this 
emergency no longer eXIsts, and however ifesirable may be the saving of interest, 
and however satisfactory these note may be as a circlllating- medium, these con­
siderations will not, it is respectfully submitted, ,iustify a departure from that strict 
construction of the Constitutiop. gi>on to it previous to the war by patriotic men of 
:ill parties, and which is essential to the equal and harmonious workin~ of our 
peculiar institutious. Tho strenW,h of the Government has been provea by the 
manner in which it has carried on the greatost war of modern times; it only re­
mains, for tho vindication of its excellence and the perfection of its triumphs, that 
all powers exercised for its presorvatiou, but not expressly granted by the Consti­
tution, be relinquished with the return of peace. While, therefore, toe Secretary 
is of the opinion that the immediate repeal of the legal-tender vrovisious of the acts 
referred to wouhl be unwise, as being likely to affect injunously the legitimate 
business of the country, upon the prosperity of which depend the welfare of the 
people _:md the revenues which are necessary for the maintenance of the national 
credit, and unjll8t to the holders of the notes, he is of the opinion that not only 
these provisions but the act3 also should be regarded as only temporary, and tha t 
the work of retiring the notes which have been issued undel' the7n should be co1mnenced 
uJitlurut delay, and carefully and persistently continued until aU are retired. 

In speaking of the legal-tender acts, reference h::ts only been made to those which 
authorized the issue of United States notes. The intere11t-bearing notes which are a 
legal t~der for their face value wtre intended to be a security rather than a circulatin!l 
medium, and it would be neither injuriom to the publW, nor an act of bad faith to the 
holdcl'~,jor 0011JI'e8S to decla1·e that, a{tel' their maturity, they shaU cease to be a leqal 
tmdC'I·, while such a declaration would aid the Government in its efforts to retire 
them, and is therefore recommended. 

The rapidity with which the Government notes can be wit.b.drawn will dopend 
upon the ability of the Secretary to dis_{>Ose of securities. The influences of fund­
ing upon the money market will sufficiently prevent their too ra.pid withdrawal. 
The Secretary, boweYer, believes that a decided movement toward a contraction 
of the cm:rency is not only a public necessity, but that it will speedily dissipate 
the apprehension which very generally e:rist.s, that the effect of such a. policy must 
necessarily be to make money scarce and to diminish the prosperity of the country. 

* * * * • * * 
The Secretary, therefore, respectfully but most earnestly recommends-

. First. That Congress declare that t.he compound-interest notes shall cease to be 
a. legal tender from the day of their maturitv. 

second- That the Secretary be authorize«( in his discretion, to sell bonds of the 
Uniteil. States bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 6 per cent., and redeemable 
::md _payable at such perio£ls as may be conducive to the interests of tho Govern-
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ment, for tlle purpose of retiring not only compoun d-interest notes, bttt the United. 
States :;ote.s. 

The first thing to be done is to establlilh the PQlicy of contraction. When this is 
effected the Secretary believes that the btliliness of the country will readily accom­
modate itself to the proposed change in the action of Government, and that specie 
payments may be restored without a shook to trade and without a d.iminution of 
the pubfic revenues or of productive industry. 

In view of the~ citations no gentleman will have the temerity to 
deny that the administration that initiated the resumption movement 
intended to accomplish it by ''the policy of contraction," that its 
method of effecting contra.ction was to 1-etire all forms of legal-tender 
paper money, and that it believed that the retirement" should be com­
menced without delay, and carefully and persistently c~tinued until 
all were retired." 

A FATAL ~IISTAKE. 

Cong~·ess, influenced by the suggestions of the Secretary and the 
clamorous appeals of the banks, which wished, to increase the value 
of the Government securities, in which more than half their re­
seurces were invested, and of capitalists who wanted to increase the 
purchasing power of their dollars, authorized the Secretary to retire 
$10,000,000 in the six months to end October 12, 1866, and $4,000,000 
in each month thereafter. That was a fatal mistake and set at work 
causes which would inevitably produce a financial crash such as 
occurred in 1873. Resumption was not to be reached by converting 

· our non-interest bearing debt into 6 per cent. bonds, and thereby with­
drawing from trade its most· import.aut tool, money, the instrument 
by which commodities and services are transferred from person to 
person. 

I regret to say that my vote on that resolution was with the over­
whelming majority in its favor, there having been but six members 
of the Honse who appear to have foreseen the terrible results such 
a measure m-g.st produce, and voted against it. The resolution was 

· adopted on the 18th of December, 186!'>, and reads as follows: 
Resolved., That this House cordially concurs in the views of the Secretary of the 

Treasury in relation to the necessity of a contraction of the currency, with a Tiew 
to as tarly a reBt£mption of specie payments a.s the business in terests of the country will 
permit ; and we hereby pledge co.operative action io this end as speedily as prac­
ticable. 

My vote11.ttracted the attention of many of the mot enlightened 
business men of Philadelphia, from whom I received earnest protests 
against the initiation of a policy so uestructive as that of attempt-

. ing resumption by contracting a volnme of currency that was legiti­
mately and profitably employed, and the retirement of which, by its 
conversion into interest-bearing bonds, would inevitably impoverish 
the American people and transfer our uebt from them to the syndi­
cate and bankers of Europe. The Christmas vacation was at hand, 
and on my return to Philatlelphia my venerable friends Henry C. 
Carey and the late·Stephen Colwell, whoso work entitled "The Ways 
and Means of Payment" is in my opinion the most valuable contribu­
tion ever made by one man to the financial literature of the world, each 
honored me with protracted interviews, during which they approv~d 
the judgment of the business men who had censured my vote, and 
so instructed me in the laws of trade and finance as to enable me to 
act with an enlightened judgment on such financial questions as might 
thereafter come before Congress ; and I am fro.e to say that in my 
now unusually extended congressional service there is no vote the 
casting of which I so much deplore a.s the one now under considera­
tion. Candor and a desire to meet the responsibility a.ttaching•to every 
act of my public life seem to require this digression into the region 
of matters personal. 

DUGH M' CULLOCH AGAIX. 

I now return to my demonstration by-presenting the following ex­
tracts from the report of Secretary McCulloch of the date of Decem­
ber 3, 1866: 

The Secretary regrets, notwith.st3.IIding the large reduction of the national debt, • 
and the satisfactory condition, in other· respects, of the National Treasury, that 
little progress has been made since his last report toward specie payments. The 
views presented by him in that report, although indorsed in the Honse of Repre· 
sentati ves by a nearly unanimous vote, were not sustained by corresponding legis­
lation. Instead of being authorized to reduce the :paper circUlation of the country, 
acco:~;ding to his recommendations, the amount of · United States notes which he 
was permitted to retire was limited to $10,000,000 for the six months ending October 
12, and to $4,000,000permonth thereafter. In the mean time the reduction of these 
notes and 6f the notes of the State banks baa been nearly ,balanced by the increase 
of the circulation of the national banks ; and specie commands about the same pre­
mium it diu when the last Treasury report was -prepared. Having been thtlil 
prevented from taking the fl.rstimportantsteptoward a return to specie payments, 
the Secretary bas mainly directed his attention, looking to an increase of efficiency 
in the collection of the revenues, to the conversion of- interest-bearing notes into 
5.20 bonds· and to a reduction of the public debt. * * * The views of the Secre­
taxy apon the question of a reduction of the currency have been so frequently 
expressed that it is only necessary now to consider whether the curtailment should 
be of the United States notes or of the notes of the national banks. " " * The 
present Secretary was not the advocate of the national banking system, and claims 
only the credit of having used his best efforts, as Comptroller, to put it into suc­
cessful operation. .But he has no hesitation in pronounomg it a vast improvement 
upon the systems which it superseded, and o.ae admirably adapted to our peculiar 
form of government. There are substantial objections to all banks of isall.e, and 
if none existed in the United States it might be very questionable if any should be 
introduced; but having taken the placeo[the State banks, and furnishing as they 
do a circulation as free from objection as any that is likely to be provided, the Sec­
retary is of the opinion that the national banks shotild, be s-ustained., and that the 
paper circulation of the country should. be reduced., not by eo7l'fpelling them to retire 
'their notes, but by the 'Withdrawa' of the Vniua States notes. 

Further extracts_ from this report will show not only the haste with 
which Mr. McCulloch proposed to get rid of the greenback but of his 
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ignorance or wicked disregard of the dependence of the prod.ncti¥:6 
power and trade of a country upon the steady maintenancd of a suffi­
cient volume of legal-tender money to which prices, credits, and 
trade had adjnsted themselves. Thus he said: 

The national ban !.;ing system wa-s intended., while not invading the right3 of the 
States nor damaging private interest3, to furni.sh the people with a permanent paper 
circulatitm. The United. States notes were intended. to meet a tempora1;!! f!l1ne'Tgtncy. 
and to be retired. when the emergenC?.J had. passed.. * * * T.he reduction of legal­
tender notes could probably be increased from four millions per month, as con­
templated by the act of April 12, 1866, to six millions per month for the present 
fiscal year, and to ten millions per month thereafter, without preventing a steady 
conversion of the interest-bearing notes into bonds or injuriously affecting legiti­
mate business. 

* 
.Aftel· a careful survey of tlte whole field., Ute Secretary i-s of the opinion that specie 

payments <may be resumed an([, ought to be r esumed. as early as the first day of July, 
1868, while he indulgeB the hope that such will be the chara-cter of future legisla­
tion and such' the condition of onr productive industry that this most desirable 
event may be brought abont at a still earlier (lay. 

I submit to gentlemen whether in the ·light of iutei:vening ex­
perience these propositions do not savor more of midsummer madness 
than of statesmanship, especially of such statesmanship as should 
have presided over the finances of a nation just recoverin~-from the 
shock of a (J'reat protracted and exhausting war. 1\lr. McCulloch 
had been c~ed from the presidency of a bank to the Comptroller­
ship of the Currency, and thence transferred to tha Secretaryship. 
His mind was imbued with the formulas proclaimed by those Brit­
ish economists who, disregarding the inductive system, ltave founded 
what they call "a science based upon assumptions," which, in de­
fiance of sound reason, of the experience of France, and the condi­
tions nuder which we have established equivalency, assumes that 
paper money under all circumstances expels coin, and that, if the 
paper be withdrawn from circulation, gold will flow in and fili the 
vacuum, whether the people of the country whose paper money is 
retired ha.ve or have not anything with which to purchase coi.u. 
His counselors were the officers of national banks and the repre­
sentatives of the great foreign dealers in Government loans; and, 
discontented with the slow process of retiring .$4,000,000 of green­
backs a month, he would! increase the amount to be retired to 
'6,000,000 per mouth for the then fiscal year, and to 10,000,000 

per mouth thereafter. But meanwhile experience, harsh and im­
pressive, was teaching the people, a.ud the logic of events bringing 
the entire body of the producing classes of the country, as contradis­
tinguished from dealers in funds and credit, to quite another con-
clu~ion. · 

Restricted to the reti1·ement of $10,000,000 in six months, and' 
4,000,000 a mouth thereafter, he had, as he t.old us, directed his atten­

tion to the conversion of interest-bearing legal-tender obligations into 
G.20 bonds. How terribly successful he had been in this branch of his 
destructive scheme of contraction is shown in the following extract 
from his annual report of November 30, 1867: · 

Since the 1st day of September, 1865, the temporary loans, the certificates of 
indebtedness, and the 5 per cent. notes have all been paid, (with the exception of 
small amounts of each not presented for payment;) the compound-interest notes 
have been reduced from 217,024,160 to $71,875,040, ( 11,560,000 havin,!! been taken 
up with 3 per cent. certificates;) the seven and three-tenths notes from $1'-30,0!)0,006 
to $337,978,800; the United States notes, including fractional currency, from ~59,-
505,311.51 to 387,871,4i7.39, while the cash in the Treasury has been increased from 

88,218,055.13 to 133,998,398.02, and the funded debt has been increased $686.584,800. 
E FFECTS OF COXTRACTIOX. 

This rapid contraction of legal-tender money and increase of the 
bonded debt l.!ad produced mo··t depressing effects upon production 
and trade, and from all pa.rts of the country eame potential voices 
demanding the 1-epeal of the law authorizing it, and the abandon­
ment of the work of contraction. 

Speaking on the subject on the 18th of January, 1d6 , I aid: 
The loom :md the spindle, no longer able to Yield profit to their ;proprietor, stand 

idle; the fires are extinguished in for~e and furnace, and the rolling-mill does not 
send forth its hum of cheerful and profitable industry. On one day of last month 
ei~bteen hundred. operatives in the glass factories of Pittsburgh were deprived cf 
the poor privilege of earning wages by honest toil at the trade in which they were 
skilled. The establishments in which they worked are closed. In the absence of 
vroductive employment for men or machinery the small holders of bonds are sell­
mg them to save themselves from ban~ttcy if they .are the proprietors of estab­
lishments, or to feed themselves and · 'es in involuntary idleness if they were 
laborers whose hard-earned savings had been loaned to the Gi>vernment in its en­
gene,._. Look where we may, to any section of the country, we hear of "shrink­
age ' in the value of manufactured goods, of reduotion of wages or of the hours 
of labor, of factories l'llllDing on part tJ.me, or closed, or to be closed. 

Lest my statement should be regarded as exaggerated, I cited the 
following extract from a speech then recently made in the Senate by 
Mr. MoRRILL, of Vermont: 

Look at the indtliltries that are at the present moment unusually-depressed. Take, 
for instance, the entire woolen interest. There is not an establishment that is not 
losing money to-day. Take the wool-grower; not a pound of wool raised last year 
that will bring within ten cents per :{)OUDd of its cost. ·Take the cotton interest ; 
the whole circle of manufa-ctures are m no better circumstances. Look at the value 
of their stocks; for instance take the .Bates manufacturing stock of Maine, worth 
two years a~o 160 cents on the dollar; now there are more sellers than buyers at 
100. Taka tne J.yman Mills on the Connecti<mt, worth two years 'P;O 98 to 100, naw 
selling at 69 or less; and so I might go on almost through the who\e list. They all 
strll'er. Take the West-Ohio, Illinois, or Iowa; look at their hog ~rop. Why, if 
they had given away all their hogs, or if they had slauz:;htered them a year a~o and 
thrown them away, they would have been better off to-day. They have absolutely 
lost their hog cro;p by feeding_ out grain to them which uilfed would have brought 
more than all therr pork. 

The sad effects thus portrayed were not the results of the retirement 
of greenbacks alone; for, as the Secretary told us, he had in t.he ab-

• 
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sence of :r,ower to retire more of them directed his attention to the 
retirement of interest-bearing legal-tender not;es by converting them 
into 5.20 bonds. 

The official experience of the Secretary during the preceding year 
would have admonished most men, if not of their ignorance, at least 
of the po sible fallibility of their judgment in matters of trade and 
finance. His estimates of receipts and expenditures· for the fiscal 
year to end the 30th of June, 1866, predicted that the expenditures 
in that year would exceed the receipts $112,194,947, whereas there­
ceipts exceeded his estimates $89,905,905, and the expenditures fell 
short of his estimates $200,529,235, so that in a matter ~eluding re­
ceipts and expenditures of $746,888,647 the Secretary bad been mis­
taken to the extent of $402,630,087. The very magnitude of his 
mistake seems, however, as I have just shown, to have inspired him 
with new courage in the work of impoverishing his countrymen, and 
led him to assert officially his belief that" the entire debt can be paid 
by tho generation t hu,t created it." • 

It would be worse than superfluous to produce further proof that 
the pretended bullionists from 1865 to 1869 suggested no other means 
of bringing about resumption than by abolishing n,ll forms of legal­
tender paper-money and substituting therefor bank-notes which 
should promise payment in gold-a promise which would not and 
could.not be kept. But before quitting Mr. McCulloch's reports let 
me invite attention to· two additional extracts. · 

lffi. :U'CULLOCB'S ~COMPETE.."'ICE A.J...,D YE::WACITY. 

Tho bullionist press, here and in other lands, without a diPsenting 
voice, ascribe all the evils of the times to overproduetion consequent 
upon an inflation of the currency, and no one aniong them has pro­
claimed this theory with louder voice or more persistent iteration 
than Hugh 1\IcCulloch. Yet in 1866, when everybody that would 
work could get work, with wages paid promptly, he and his followers 
were loud and incessant in their denunciation of that alleged infla­
tion which they said had, by artificially raising prices, rendered pro­
duction impossible and ruined the working classes. This is what he 
said on the subject in his annual report of December 3, 1866 : 

The sam!'l causes that prevent ship-building tend to prevent the building of houses 
and even of manufactones. So high are prices of every description that men hesi­
tate to build dwelli:.llgs as fast as they are required, and thus rents aro so advanced 
as to be oppressive to lessees, and the hea.lt.hy gz:owth of towns aml cities is re­
tarded. So it is in regard to manufactories. Mills which were built before the 
war can be run profitably, but so expensive are labor and materials that new mills 
cannot be erected aml put into operation with any prospect of fair returns upon 
the investment, unless upon the expectation that taxe.-3 will remain as they are and 
prices be sustained if they are not advanced. The same causes are injuriously 
affecting agriculture and other interests which it is not necessary to particularize. 
It is everywhere observed that existing high prices are not only oppressing the 
masses of the people but are seriously checking the devel'lpment, growth. and 
prosperity of the country. · 

This" chunk of wisdom" was given to the public at the close of 
1866 and on the threshold of 1867, and a. practical commeni upon it is 
found in the factJ that the average number of buildings erected in 
Philadelphia in those years was 3,136, while in 1878, though our 
population bad incre:l.Bed by 225,000 and our paper money was sub­
stantially at par and resumption had been a.ssured, t.he number was 
but2,904. 

The other n,nd closing extract from Mr. McCulloch's reports is from 
that of December 1, 1868. Let me read it: 

The language of one of the greatest men of modern times, so often, but not too 
often, quoted, is none too strong in its descriptions of the injustice and the evils of 
an inconvertible currency: 

"Of aU the contrivances for cheatin.,. the laboring classes of m.ankind none has 
been J!iore effectual than that which deludes them with paper money. Ordinary 
tvranny, oppression, excessive taxation-these bear lightly on the happiness of the 
mass of tho community compared with a fraudulent eurrencv and the robberies 
committed by depreciated paper. Our own history has recorded for our instruc­
tion enough, and more than enough, of the demor:ilizing tendency, tho injustice, 
and the intolerable oppression on the virtuous and well disposed of a de~ed.. 
paper currency authorized or in any way countenanced by the Government. ' • 

That a. SecretarY. of tl1e Treasury should in an official report quote, 
in support of the issue of bn,nk-notes, the oft-repeated and always per­
verted denunciation by Mr. Webster of bank-notes is a stretch of men­
dacity and effrontery of which I had not b&lieved even Hugh McCul­
loch capable. He must have known that the denunciations of Mr. 
Webster were not hurled at paper money proper, but against bank­
notes which promised redemption in coin. During Mr. Webster's life 
the people of the United States had never used legal-tender paper 
money, for none had then been issued by the Government, but the 
phrase paper money had by usage been delusively applied to notes 
issued by corporate banks, all of which promised payment on demand 
in coin, but which promise was broken whenever the course of our 
foreign trade or other exigency created a large demand for coin. 

The history of this system of currency from 1804 to 1865 may be thus 
sumxwd up: the inflation of prices by the excessive iesne of loans and 
bank-)lotes speedily followed by forced contraction of the volume of 
both, suspension of specie payments, the collapse of ~oduction and 
trade, and t.he ruin of the laboring and debtor classes; and I repeat the 
assertion that Mr. Webster could not have alluded to paper money 
which had, as have our greenba-cks, been declared to be a legal tender 
in payment of debt. I thnnk him with my whole heftrt for his grand 
utterance against the infernal contrivan~ for cheating the laboring 
classes known as bank-notes, which in his time were commonly spoken 
of as paper money. Before our people were forced by the exigencies 
of war to recognize the beneficent power of legal-tender paper money, 

to avert the ever-recurring crises, the effect of which Mr. Webster st> 
eloquently denounced, our history had recorded for our ins1;ruction 
enough ancl more than enough of the demoralizing tendency th& 
injustice, and the intolerable oppression of virtuous and well-disposed 
pe?ple by a degraded pa;pe~ currency issued by banks to justify all he 
smd. That this denunCiation of bauk paper should be cited by a Sec­
ret ary of the Treasury in support of an argument for the retirement 
of legal-tender money in order to create a necessity for the use of 
bank-notes, which Mr. Webster declared to be worse than "ordi­
nary tyranny, oppression, and excessive taxation," illustrates either­
the ignomnce of Mr. McCulloch or his consummate wickedness in 
thus attempting to delude his countrymen. 

GRAST'S E ARLY POLICY. 

The retirement of Mr. McCulloch from the Secretaryship on the 
4th of Uarch, 1869, brought a certain measure of relief to the people. 
The ~easnry of ~he United States was no longer, they hoped, to be 
the vrrulent assailant of the value of the only money accessible to 
them, and the constant disturber of its volume, and they were con­
sequently to be l'elieve<l for the time of the constant apprehen­
sion that overshadowed them, that tho legal-tender chamcter of that 
money migh~ be ~ithdrawn. President Grant w.as inn,ugnrated March 
4, 1869, and m his first message to Congress, while n,lluding to an irre­
deemable currency as an evil, he said: 
It is a duty and one of tbe highest duties to government to secure to the cifu.eu• 

n. medium of exchange of fixed unvarying value. This implies a return to a speck' 
basis, and no substitute for it can be devised.· It should be commenced now and 
reached at the earliest practicable moment consistent with a fair regard to the in­
t«;~rests of the debtor class. Immediate resumption, if practicable, would not be de­
strablc. It would compel the debror class to pay betJO?u:l their oontracts the premium,. 
on gold at tll.e d.iz,te of their purchase, and would bring bankr uptctj and ruin to tltOtt · 
sand8. 

He did not recommend further contraction or support the reduction 
of the volume of money ln circulation by hoarding it in the Treasury. 
The greenbacks received by the Administration in excess of the de· 
mands for current expenditureswereput into circulation throuah the­
purchase of interest-bearing bonds. Gold received in e~cess of de~and.s 
for interest was sold at the current premium of the day. The green­
backs received for gold were again applied to the further purchase of 
bonds; so that during the ei~ht years of Grant's administration the 
money received by the Admmistration was returned to circulation 
and the interest-bearing debt of the nation was reduced $410,000,000. 
To this extent at least the financial policy of President Grant's ad­
ministration relieved the people. 

In :his message of December 1, 1873, after the failure of the national: 
banks of New York, he saicl: · · 

My own Judgment is, * * * that a specie basis cannot be reached and main­
tained until our exports, exclush·eof gold, pay for our imports, interest due abroa<l 
and other specie obligations, or so nearly as to leave an appreciable aooomul.atio~ 
of the preciollS metaJB in the country from the products of our mines. 

k * * * * * * 
To increase our exports, sufliciont currency is required to keep all the industries. 

of the country employed. Without this, national as well as individual bankruptcy 
must ensue. * * * Elnsticity to our circulating medium, therefore, and _just 
enou~b of it to transact the legitimate business of the country, and to keep all in­
dustries employed, is what is most to be desired. * * * The experience of the 
pre&'ntpanic has proven that the cttrrency of tlie country, based as iti8 upon the credit 
of the oountry, is the best that has ever been de!Jised. U8114Uy in times of 8UCh trials 
oorrency has become worthless, or so 1nuch depreciated in value as to inflate the value,;. 
of aU the necessaries of life a11 compared with the cttrrency. Every one holding it has 
bee-n a~ to di8pose of it on any terms. Now we witness the reverse. Ho7,iUrs of 
currenC'IJ /ward it as thetJ did gold in former experiences of a like nature. 

In view of the great actual contraction that has taken place in the currency and 
the comparative contraction continuously going on, due to the increase of popol.a­
tion, increase of manufactories, and all the industries, I do not believe tbero is too 
much of it now for the dullest period of the year. " * * Durin.,. the last three­
years the currency bas lloen contracted, directly, by the withd:ra~ of 3 per cent. 
certificates, compound·intercst notes, and 7.30 bonds outstanding on tho 4th of 
March, 1869, all of which took the place of legal-tenders in the bank reserres to the 
extent of $63,000,000. 

During tho same periocl there has been a much uugor contraction of the cur­
rency. '.rhe population of the country has largely increased. Moro than twenty­
five thousand miles ?f.railroadhave ~en J.>uilt, requiring the act~ve !!-Se of capital 
to ov.erate !hem. Millions of acres of land have been open to cultivation.~ reqmring 
cap1tal to move the products. Manufactories have multiplied beyona all- prece­
dent in the same period of time, requiring capital weekly for the payment of wages 
and for the purchase of material; and probably the largest of all comparative con­
traction arises from the organizing of free labor in the Sonth. Now every laborer­
there receives his w~es, and for the want of 8avings-banks, the greater part of 
such wages is carried m the pocket or boarded nntil required for use. 

These suggestions are thrown out for your consideration, without any recom­
mendation tliat they shall be adopted literally, but hoping tbat the best method 
may be arrived at to secure snch an elasticity of the currency as will keep em­
ployed all the industries of the country. 

Nothing could well have been more emphatic than this, and the 
passage I have italicisetl harmonizes with Mr. Webster's 'denuncia­
tion of the effect of dependence for currency upon the lying promises 
of banks to pay coin on demand. It was while he held these just 
opinions that President Grant, in compliance with the urgent request 
of the bankers and merchants of New York, resuscitated the broken 
Natio,nal Banks of that city by ordering Secretary Richardson to issue,. 
for the purchase of bonds, $26,000,000 of the $44,000,000 of green­
backs Mr. McCulloch had retired. They had suspended payment of 
their notes with greenbacks, and this action of the President enabled 
them to resume, not specie pn,yments, but greenback payments. 

GRANT'S SUBDR.'i CONVEBSIO~-sKCRBTARIES BRISTOW A."'ID MORRILL. 

But as President Grant's second term drew toward the close, hi& 
opinions on the money question appeared to undergo a. sudden change,. 
and in his message ef April2'l, 1874, vetoing "an act to fix the amonn~ 
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1)f United States notes and the circulation of na.tional banks, and for 
6ther purposes," he said : 

I a.m not a believer in any artificial method of maki.ng paper money equal to coin 
when the coin is not owned or held ready to redeem the promises to pay; forpa:per 
money is nothing more than promises to pay, and is valuable e:xMtly in proportion 
to tho amount of coin that it can be converted into. While coin is not used as n. 
circulating medium, or the currency of the country is not convertible into it at 
par, it becomes an article of commerce as much as any other product. The sur­
plus will seek a foreign mjl.rket, as will any other surplus. The balance of trade 
has nothing to do with the question. 

Thenceforth President Grant's annual messages a.nd the reports of 
his Secretaries of the Treasury transmitted therewith were as men­
acing to the productive interests of the country and as destructive of 
confidence as had been those of President Johnson and Mr. McCullock. 
The following extracts from the reports of successive Secretaries will 
show that they, too, believed that absolute retirement of the green­
back was essential to the resumption and maintenance of spec~e pay­
ments. In his report of December 6,1875, Secretary Bristow said: 

The existin~ provision of law making United States not~s a legal tender for all 
debts, both puolic and P.rivate, with certain exceptions relating to transactions with 
GQvernment, is an artificial banier to the use of gold and silver, tending not onl~ 
to prevent the flow of gold toward this country, bnt promoting the shipment abroau 
of our own production of the precious metals. For this reason Oongrus slwttld 
abolish the legal-tende1· quality of the notes as to all contracts made and liabilities 
arising after a fixed day. The 1st day of Jan nary, 1879, being already fixed by law 
as the time when the redemption of United States notes then out tanding shall 
begin, it would be proper and safe to provide that Btwh notes shall not be legal 
tender for contracts 11tade or luwilitics incurred alter the 1st day of January, 1877. 
Such an act would not too suddenly change the value of the notes, and would not 
.affect injuriously either debtors or creditors, but wGuld remm.-e a present obstruc­
tion to the retention of our gold and silver production, and create a demand for 
the return of gold now abroad, thus promotinl; final resumption by preparing the 
cotmtry for it. 

In furtherance of the purpose of the act of the last Congress to proville for the 
Tesumption of specie paY'ments, the Secretary recommends that authority be given 
!or funding of legal-tender notes into bonds bearing a low rate of interest. Such 
bonds shoUld run foQr a lon~er period of time than those now a.uthorized for refund­
ing the interest-bearing debt, and should be made av:til.a.ble to national banks for 
deposit to secure their circulation and other liabilities to the Government, and 
should bear a ra.te o()f interest so low as not to cause too :rapid absorption of the 
notes. It seems probable that a bond bearing interest at the rate of 4 per cent. 
would invite the funding of a sufficient amount of legal.tendernotes to lessen mate· 
rially the sum of gold which, in the absence of such provision, must be accumu­
lated in the Treasury by the 1st of January, 1879, to carry out the imperative re­
quirements of the act oi' January 14, 1875. If it be apprehended that authority to 
the Secretary to fund an unlimited amount of notes nught lead to too sudden con. 
traction of the currency, Congress could limit the amount to be funded in any ~i ven 
period of time. The process beinu in no sense compulsory as to the holders of 
Unite<l States notes, and the rate of interest on the bonds being made low, it is not 
probable that currency which could find profitable employment would be presentoo 
for redemption in such bonds. Only the excess of notes above the needs of busi­
ness would seek such conversion. Authority to the Secretary of the Treasury to 
redeem and cancel two miUions of legal-#.@der notes per month by this process 
would' greatly facilitate redemption at the time now fixed by law, and besides would 
bavo the adv:antage of publicity as to the exact amount to be withdrnwn in any 
~iven month. Bonds issued for this. purpose should be of the denomination of fiftY 
and one hundred dollars, and any multiple thereof, in order to meet the convenience 
of all classes of holders of United States notes. Thefaitltofthe Govemment nato 
stan-ds pledged to ,-esumption on and after the 1st of January, 1879, and to the ji1tal 
!l'edemption and 1'eJJWVal j1'<Jm the currenctJ of the country of the legal-tender notes as 
fast .aft they 11uJ.lllJe presentee!- for Tedemption, accwding to the pTovisions of the act of 
J(l;nuary 14, 1875. 

And his sucoosser, Secretary Morrill, in his report· of December 4, 
1876, decla.red himself in favor of the extinotio-Jt of the greenback in 
the following vigorous phraseology : 

Restoration of the constitutional standard of values by resumption, and the ex­
tinction of irredeemable 'IWtes current as 'TMney, and the enforcement of payment in 
coin on demand of the Wlrtional-bank notes treated as the equivalent of money, are 
obviously alike of national obligation and public necessity. The suspension was 
the act of the National GQvernment, and to the National Government the people 
properly look to take the initiative in resumption. + * * The United States notes 
commoiil.y known as legal tender, regarded as a substitute for money, are an anomaly 
in our monetary system. tolerable and possible only in the exigencies of civil war, 
-the offspring of its perils and limited to its necessities. To allow their continuance, 
as such, after the can.se which justified their existence has ceased, is to violate the 
conditions of their inception, and to sanction what was only tolerable as a necessity 
by impressing tlpon it the stamp of-legitimacy. · 

8BCRETA1UES BOUTWELL .ll.'D SHERMA-"'l. 

Secretary Boutwell was opposed to th13 policy of contraction, and 
devoted his efferts to the reduction of the public debt by the means 
to which I have already alluded; and Secretary Sherman has, ·what­
~ver may be thought of his funding measures, recognized the impol­
icy as well as the impossibility of extinguishing the greenback by 
" cremation" or otherwise. But in the contest between bank-notes 
and the money of the people he is for the banks and against the peo­
ple, and while he does not advocate the proposition he iB careful not 
to commit himself against the repeal of the legal-tender clause of 
the law which would extinguish the whole volume of greenbacks at 
one fell swoop. But in admitting the impossibility .of maintaining 
the convertibility of a paper currency which promises to pay coin on 
demand he is thoroughly frank. In his report of December 3, 1877, 
he expressed his opinion as follows : 

The Secretary ventures to express the _OXJ_inion that the best currency for the peo­
ple of the United States would be a carej'r.£Uy limited amount of United States notes, 
promptly Tedeemable on pre&entation, in co-in, and supported by ample reserves of 
coin, and supplemented ll!J a system of national bank8, organized under #!eneral 
laws, free and open to a~ with power to issue circulating netes secured by Unit~ 
States bonds deposited mth the Government, and redeemable on demand in United 
States notes or coin. Such a system will secure to the people a. safe currency of 
equal value in all parts of the country, receivable for all dnes, and easily convert­
ible into coin. Interest can thus be saved on so much of the public debt as can be 
conveniently maintained in permanent circulation, leavi11f1 to national bank& the 
proper business of such corporations, of providin!l c1trrency for the varying changes, 
the ebb q.ntJjfmo ~jtrade. · 

The legaJ..tender quality given to United States notes was intended to maintain 
t.hem in forced circulation at a time when their depreciation was inevitable. When 
they are redeemable in coin this quality may either be withdrawn or retained with­
out affecting their use as currency in oi"<lina.ry times. Bnt all e::..-perience has shown 
that there are periods when, under any system of ~per money, however carefully 
guarded, it is impracticable tomaint&in actual coin redemption. Usually, contracts 
Will be based upon current paper money, and it is just that, duri.ng 21 sudden panio 
or an unreasonable demand for coiu, the creditor should not be allowed to demand 
payment in other than the currency upon which the debt was contracted. To meet 
this contingency, it would seem to be right to maintain the legal-tender quality of 
the United States notes. If they are not at par with coin it is the fault of tho Gov­
ernment and not of the llebtor, or, rather, it is the result of unforeseen stringency 
not contemplated hy the contra.cting parties. 

In establishing a system of paper money designed to be permanent, it must be 
r emembered that heretofore no expedient "has been devised, either in this or other 
countries that, in times of panic or adverse trade, has prevented the drain aml ex­
haustion of coin rese es, however large .or carefully guarded. Every such system 
must pro1Jidefor a StL8pension of specie payment. Laws may forbicl or ignore such 
a contingoncv, bnt it JVill come; and when it comes it cannot be resisted, but should 
be acknowledged and.decl.ared, to prevent unnecessary saerifice and ruin. In our 
free Government the power to make this declaration will not be willingly intrusted 
to individuals, but sllould be determined by events and conditions known to all. 

In his report presented at the opening of this session, there is noth­
ing inconsis~nt with the foregoing statement of opinion. It contains 
a haudsomEYbit of special pleading in favor of the maintenance of 
bank-notes, but this paper is of so recent date that its suggestions 
must be fresh in the memories of gentlemen, and need ;not therefore 
be cited. I may, however, in passing, remark that it offers no sugges­
tion in favor of bank-notes that is not answered' by asking the ques­
tion, "Is net that equally true of the greenback?" 

SUSPENSION OF PAY:lffi~\'TS ~VITABLE L"JIDER .A..'lY SYSTE."\1 OF CONVERTIBILITY. 

Defore leavi'llg this branch of my subject, I must brie~ consider the 
foregoing extract from the report of the Secretary. His predecessors 
had insisted that the greenback was a temporary expedient and that 
tile people-were to look to national bank-notes for their .permanent 
paper circulation. But Secretary Sherman, having been instructed ' 
by the course of events, recognizes the fact that the greenback can­
not be retired. He thinks the best currency would b.e a carefully 
limited amount of United States 1Wte8 prfJ'rnptly redeemable on presentar­
tion in win, supplemented by a system of national-bank notes, a con­
dition of things which he frankly admits cannot be maintained. He 
also recognizes the fact that interest is saved on so much of the pub­
lic debt as can be kept in circulation; but when . speaking of green­
backs he says : 

When they are redeemable in coin this quality of legal tender may either be 
withdrawn or retained without affecting their use as eurrency in ordinary times. 

And yet, n.s you have heard, he says in this very connection : 
. In esta1Jli.shing a system of paper 1noney designed to be permanent, it must be 1 e­
'llWmbe-red that heretofore no expedient has been detnsed, either in this ur other countr.es 
that, in times of panic &r adverse trade, has prevented the d·rain and exhaustion of • 
coin 1·eserves, however large or caTcfully guarded. Every Buch system must provide 
for a suspensimt of specie payment. Latos may forbid or ignore such a contingency. 
but it 'loiZl come; and when it comes it cannot be Tesisted, b-ut should be acknowledged . 
and,declared, to prevent unnecessanJ sacrifice and ruin. 

Let us consider the effect of depriving greenbaeka of the qnality of 
legal tender during a period in which "they are redeemable in coin.''" 
From the day of that repeal they would cease to ue money; they 
would pass by sufferance only, and upon being refused by banks or 
creditors would rapidly depreciate and every bank in the country 
would therefore refuse to receive them. It would be to the interest 
of banks and bankers to discredit them in order to create a vacuum 
in the circulation into which bank-notes might flow; and when the 
inevitable suspension of specie payments should come-as come it 
must in every nation that conducts its business with paper promising 
redemption in coin-what would be the condition of the country t 
There would be no power, say those who deny the cpnstitutionality 
of legal-tender paper money, to restore that-quality to the Treasury 
note or green back. There would be no coin, for the fact of suspension 
would show that our supply had been drained from us; and the only 
circulating medium left to the conntrywould be the depreciated notes 
of broken banks, dependence on which Mr. Webster denounced with 
snchjust and terrible denunciation. We would then find ourselves in 
the condition in which our fathers found themselves in 1809-'lO, when 
the banks the New England States bad chartered in 1804-'5-'6 failed. 
The Government and the people would be borrowing and payllig inter­
est for the use of the depreciated paper of broken banks as they did 
throughout the war of 1812, and for years thereafter; as they did 
when the banks suspended on May 11,1837, and, after a brief resump­
tion, again on October 9, 1839; and, after a resumption which lasted 
for twenty-two days, again on February 6, 1841; and as the people 
did again, afWr a resumption which had continued formorethau five 
yea~, on September 26, 1857; and, after another brief resumption, 
agau~:m November 23, 1860; and again, after a. few months of partial 
resumption, when the banks finally suspended on December 30, 1861. 

Who, in view of this array of facts, will tam)ler with the legal­
tender clause of the greenback! It is essential to the defense and 
preservation of the rights and interests of the people, and if stricken 
out, who can resuscitate them when the National Banks shall a.aain 
fail, as those of New York did in 1873 ~ By what power ean it be done 
as President Grant did it by the reissue of $26,000,000 of the$44,000,000 
of greenbacks which McCulloch had been empowered to retire, but 
had happily not been permitted to bnrn and destroy 7 

Secretary Sherman 18 right in saying that periods of suspension are 
inevitable under every system of paper money or currencv which 
promises general redemption in coin. They are inllerent in a system of 
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currency which promisea com redemption of any form of curreney 
issued by corporations who lend on risk, and often at i•ordinate and 
illegal rates of interest, money deposited with them for safe-keepin~. 
To avoid the destructive alternations betw~en the expansion of banJr 
credit and contraction consequent upon the J!luspension of the payment 
of money, we. must maintain an inexportable currency, which shall 
throughout the length and breadth of our broad land be legal ten­
der in liquidation of debt. In trade, men who desire to do so can 
barter their commodities for that one called gold, and can settle for­
eign balances with it in bullion, or coin for conversion into bullion, 
and thence into foreign coin. 

BANK-NOTES OR THE RAG-DABY-lVHIOH7 

Why, then, shall we complicate our paper money with a system of 
bank promises, the k~ping of which promises is utterly inconsistent 
with inherent qualities of the institutions whislh are to issue them' 
If e~er the legal-tender quality shall be taken from the greenback, 
a crisis will coine as much grander than Mr. Webster could have 
seen as the extent of our country, the increase of population, and 
the marvelously developed activities of trade will be in relation to 
the condition of the country thirty years ago and prior thereto. The 
"Rag-Baby" carried us through the war, equipped, transported, and 
paid our armies, gave us a navy, stimulated all the industries of 
the country, connected its two coasts by railroads, and thus ce­
mented the Pacific to the Atlantic and averted a further threatened 
dismemberment of the Union; and, but for the treacherous hostility 
of bankers and the administration of which Hugh McCulloch was a 
member, would have been the pacificator of the restored Union. If 
there was any excess of money above the demands of ·the productive 
industries of the North it would have flowed into the South which had 
no circulating medium of any kind, carried with it the enterprise and 
skill of the North, reconstructed the homes, cotton-gins, sugar-houses, 
refenced the fields, supplied the people with agricultural implements 
and stock as it had supplied the Government with arms, munitions, 
and vessels of war; it would have given wages to the freedman and 
the poor white, and every treasury note, certificate of indebtedness, 
or evidence of credit of any kind, interest on which was payable by the 
Government, of which one of these possessed himself, would have been 
a new bond of Union, for where the treasure is, there will the heart 
be also; and the holdin~ of the vast national debt by our own people, in 
the form of currency orrnterest-bearingpaper, would have guaranteed 
the loyalty of American citizens, as the possession of the debt of their 
eountry does that of the French, and the fund-holding portion of the 
peoplo of Great Britain. If the legal-tender clause in the law author­
izing the issue of the greenback shall ever be repealed, I trust that it 
will be after my eyes shall have closed in death, that they may not 
behold the misery which that rash act must inevitably entail upon 
my countrymen. 

One other thought and I .shall have done with this branch of my 
subject. The friends of a system of coin payments by the Government 
coincidently with an expanded system of bank promises to pay coin, in 
each of the papers from which I have submitted extracts, say that the 
national banks were intended to afford a permaneht system of paper 
money. Do they and the people see what this assumption involves t 
A permanent, ever-enduring system of currency based upon what 1 
The national debt. Is that consuming debt to be ever-enduring t Did 
Mr. McCulloch, who asserted that it could and should be paid by 
the generation that contracted it, believe that a currency based upon 
a debt to be so promptly extinguished was to endure forever! Or 
clid he know that when the debt was paid his countrymen must, if 
th~ greenbac~ had been "cremated" or it$ legal-tender quality de­
sti·oyed, abandon the use of a paper circulation or resort to that 
species of bastard and lying paper money which Daniel Webster had 
so truthfully and ter~bly denounced f To withdraw the national 
paper money on the 'theory that it will be succeeded by a system of 
notes protected by the deposit of Government bonds as are national 
ban.lvnotes, and that that will be permanent, is to teach the peo­
ple that they are bound forever to the nation's creditors, foreign and 
domestic, and to give large inducements to those creditors to involve 

·us in aU forms of expenditures, even though it be at the cost of war 
in order to maintain their monopoly of the Government's highest 
prerogative-that of declaring what shall be money and supplying 
the people with an adequate medium of exchange. · . 

Having examined the methods by which the,friends of an exclu­
sive bank currency under the guise of bullionists proposed to bring 
about a resumption of specie payments, and presented some of the 
criminally deceptive argument~ by which they sought to, and possi­
bly have, deluded the people, let me pause to say, that if th.ere be 
those who would exclude gold, or silver, or either of them, frtlm the 
lawlul money of the country, I am not and never have been of the 
number. What I oppose is, that our paper circulation shall be based 
thereon, and promise to perform the impossible thing of maintaining 
convertibility into coin. For many years past I have been an ardent 
believer in the French system of finance, which avails itself of all 
these moneys, and under which when constrained by exigency, whether 
of war or commerce, the government authorizes a suspension of specie 
payments and an unusual issue of paper, it never forces resumption, or 
inde;ed permits it, until by a favorable balanc& of trade the country 
is possessed of.metallic francs enough to take the place of each paper 
one withdrawn. By the flexibility an.d the entire adequacy in the 
volume of its currency thus secured, and these wise means of prevent-

ing the. contraction of a volume of it actively and profitably em­
ployed, it prevents those financial crises which have been the bane 
of English merchants and manufacturers, and which have at brief 
intervals characterized the history of this country from 1810 to 1862 
when the Government first issued legal-tender paper money. ' 

But while thus desiring tlie free circulation of gold and silver as' 
co~. or in bars with weight and fineness st!lmped upon them by the 
Mint, I hn.ve protested, and do protest, agamst making the honor of 
the Treasury notes of the Government, which have been declared a 
legal tender, depend upon their conversion on domaud into metallic 
money; apd I aver that the equivalency now existing between our 
paper a:nd metallic money is not due to the fact that the Treasury of 
the Umted States holds the relativelv small amount of coin now in 
its possession, and will in compliance· with the provisions of the law 
convert '£reasury notes iu sums of not less than 50 at the counter 
of one office within the limits of the country. From the resumption 
of specie payments proposed by 1\Ir. McCulloch and his successors 
this device is a beneficent change; and the equilibrium between ouf: 
three kinds of money has been brollght-about by the adoption of the 
theory maintained by the House of RepresentatiTeS of the Thirty-se-v­
enth Congress, which was so ably expounded and defended by its great 
leader, Thaddeus Stevens, to the effect that if t}te Government would 
receive its own legal-tender paper for all dues, the paper could not 
~epreciate while the law should pro.vide that any surplus remaining 
m the hands of persons or corp01·at10ns could be converted into an 
interest-bearing bond of the Government. 

Had the notes from the first been given this quality of universal 
acceptability, there would have been no demand for gold, except as 
a commodity for the jeweler, the gold-beater, the dentist, or for ex­
port as bullion in settlement of trade balances. That the premium on 
gold was the result of the creation of au artificial demand for coin, 
which was produced by the Senate provision in the bill of the House, 
that the interest on the bonds must be paid in coin, and that to obtain 
the coin with which to pay it, duties on customs must be collected in 
coin, that created the gold-room and robbed the industry and enter­
prise of the country of the hundreds of millions of dollars sucked 
from them by the vampires that swarmed in that room daily for so 
many years, there can be no doubt. France in 1848 and again within 
the present decade, by making the Bank of France note a full and 
unlimited legal tender for all debts both public and p1·ivate, abun­
dantly illustrates the truth of this proposition. But we need not leave ' 
our own country for a demonstration as absolute as history can fur-
nish of any fact. · 

Since the 1st of January the Government has acted on the advice 
of Thaddeus Stevens and applied the theories of the believers in the 
value of a national andinexportable currency, which would, let com­
mercial revulsions and wars create what necessities they might for 
the commodities known as gold and silver, remain at home to serve 
the people for whom it was ordained. Since that day any citizen of tke 
United States who could gather together $50 of greenbacks has been 
at liberty to present them at the subtreasury in New York and re­
ceive gold for them; and the experience of the Treasury has been that 
it steadily receives more gold than it paid out, which fact proves not • 
only the confidence of the people in the credit and faith of their Gov­
ernment and country but that they prefer national paper money. to 
gold or silver coin. 

l'REDICTIONS AND THEIR FULFILLMENT. 

Contemplating the condition of the country, the prostrate condi­
tion of the South, the great volume of our debt, so much of which 
was legal tender for actual circulation, and so mnoh more legal ten­
der in a degree, qualified as in the ca.se of compound-interest notes 
by the provision that they should be legal tender for their face value 
only and not for interest, and other forms· of the debt which were legal 
tender so far that they might be held by the banks as part of their 
reserve, whereby they were able to keep the whole volume of bank­
notes and greenbacks in circulation, together with the heavy annual 
balance of trade against us, I saw the impossibility of accumulating 
a sufficient volume of coin to maintain the convertibility of this ex­
traordinary volume of paper money. It was in my judgment not only 
improbable that w~ could do it, but i.Jnpossible. The only other 
alternative was that which the bullionist and pretended bullionist, who 
sought to establish the circulation of bank-notes to the exclusion of 
all other forms of paper, proposed-to contract this volume; not only 
to contract it, but absolutely to retire and extinguish it, as I have so 
fully shown, although prices throughout our country had adjusted 
themselves to its volume, and it was actively, legitimately, and profit­
ably employed in developing the resources of the country by the sub­
jection to settlement and cultivation of our unoccupied land by the aid 
of an annual immigration of nearly half a million of foreigners, by th~ 
creation of villa.ges, towns, cities, and the binding together of all parts 
of our country by improved means of transportation, a;nd by so aevel­
oping the smelting and, fabrication of our minerals, the improvement of 
our sheep husbandry and of our manufactUTing processes as to qualify 
us for entering at an early day into competition-with the world in the 
sale of manufactured goods ; and I do but paraphrase a prediction I 
made on this floor on the 3d of January, 1867, by ch::tngmg the tense 
from the future to the past, when I say the experiment has been a 
failure, but not a harmless one. It has been fatal to the prospects 
of a majority of the business men of this generation, and stripped the 
frngallaboril)g people of the country of the hard-earned sums they 
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had deposited in savings-banks or invested in Government securities. 
It has made money scarce and employment uncertain. Its object was 
to reduce the. amount of that which in every part of our conntry 
(for the hundreds of thousands of millions of dollars oi!oannnal domestic 
tade) was money; and to increase tpe purchasing power of that which 
should not be canceled o~ burned; and by this process it has unsettled 
values, paralyzed trade, suspended production, and deprived indus­
trious laborers of employment. It has made the money of the rich 
man more valuable, and deprived the poor man of his entire capital, 
the vnlne of his labor, by depriving him of employment. Its first 
effect was to increase the rate of interest and diminish the rate of 
wages, and its ultimate effect, widespread bankruptcy, leaving before 
us the certainty of a more protracted suspension of specie payments 
if the· greenback shall be retired or itslegal-tenderqnalitywithdrawn. 

Just here I beg leave to make a brief but what I think will be an 
instructive digression. ·In the course of my prediction I said that 
the first effect of resumption by contraction would be to increase the 
rate of interest and decrease the rate of wages. In 1865-'66, as I have 
shown, business was on a cash basis. Few business men were bor­
rowing money for any purpose; the rate of interest was low; and 
there was employment at liberal wages for everybody who could and 
would work. My venerable friend, ·Henry C. Carey, and I during the 
month of August, 1873, visited the Northwest. In the course of our 
travels wo noticed the fact that savings-banks in Pittsburgh were 
publicly offering 7 per cent. 1 for deposits, and we were assured by 
reputable business men connected with some of those institutions 
that they were p1ivately paying higher rates. We had already 
learned that 8 per cent. was being offered by such institutions in 
Chicago, and had heard that higher rates were paid. We did not 
hesitate to predict a speedily coming financial crisis, and a prominent 
banker of Chicago in response to our predictions asked why we had 
come among them as prophets of evil in the midst of such abound­
ing evidences of present and prospective prosperity. To which Mr. 
Carey replied by asking "at what rates of interest savings-banks must 
be lending money when they coulcl undertake to pay 8 or 10 per cent. 
for deposits¥" '.rhat conversation occurred on the 18th of August, in 
one of the parlors of the Grand Hotel. When we returned to Philadel­
phia we found that the acceptances of merchants of excellent standing 
and of the leading transportation companies whose offices wore in the 
city, were being hawked upon the market at th(} rate of 12, 15 or 18 
per cent. per annum, and that much paper was paying at the rate of 
'>4 per cent. As the money of the country had been withdrawn men 
who were enga~ed in enterprises must borrow credit, and· in desperate 
efforts to struggLe against fate after our contraction policy had decreed 
their ruin, were, in the hope of making a fortunate turn, and seeing 
bankruptcy before them if they could not make such a turn, borrow­
ing at any rate; and precisely one month from the interview referred 
to, on the 18th of September, the great house of Jay Cooke & Co. sus­
pended, and in a few days thereafter the National Banks of New York 
City also closed their doors against their depositors whose checks they 
were unable. to pay either in greenbacks or their own notes, instead 

• of which they issued certificates of deposit which rapidly depreciated 
to 94 or 95 per cent. in greenbacks. I do not speak of some of the 
National Banks of that city, but of all of them; for to save universal 
wreck they pooled, not their issues which they were unable to redeem, 
but their liabilities and assets. At that time embarrassed employers 
were struggling everywhere to reduce the wages of those who served 
them. I do not pretend that I had foreseen just the time that such a 
crisis would come, but that it must come as a consequence of the with­
drawal of the money of the country, such as I have shown by extracts 
from Secretary McCulloch's ~port of November 30,1867, and General 
Grant's annual message of December 1, 1873 to have taken pla~e. 

But let me return from this digression and proceed to show by 
reference to the condition of my immediate fellow-citizens whom I 
have the honor in part to represent, that all other points of my pre­
diction have been verified, and that! am now justified by results in 
converting prediction into denunciation. 

THE EFFECT OF CO:!iTRAC'riO:!il IN PHILADELPHIA.. 

The taxable value of the city of Philadelphia is carefully ascer­
tained every year, the taxes for each year being always assessed in 
the preceding year by a board of carefully selected assessors, whose 
returns are submitted to a board of tax revision, to which appeals from 
assessments by property-owners are made; and as illustrative of the 
effect of the resumption act which provided for the reduction of the 
volume of greenbacks to $300,000,000, coupled with the prevailing and 
increasing doubt as to the ability of the Government and the banks 
to accumulate specie enough to make a general resumption of specie 
payments possible with continued denunciation~;~ from the Treasury of 
the legal-tender clause and appeals from bankers and doctrinaires to 
Congress to repeal it at an early day, let me state the experience of 
the people of that city. 

The assessment made of the real estate of the entire city in 1878, 
upon which the taxation of 1879 should be based, shows that though 
the foreign exports from that port had grown steadily from$29,879,911 
m 1874 to $37,823,356 in 1877, and to $48,362,116 in 1878, the value of 
the real estate had so shrunk as to be worth for taxable purposes 
$12,463,620 less than it had been in 1874 ; the total appraised value 
in 1874 having been $539,003,6C2, while in 1879 it is but '$526,G39,972. 
What has caused this shrinkage-in the value of Philadelphia? Have-
ts people been idle' Have they wasted their snbst~nce in riotous 

• 
living Y Has a great conflagration desolated it ? No; nor as I have 
shown by the increase of its foreign commerce, has grass grown in 
the streets or its wharves fallen to decay. Let me show yon what 
their industry and enterprise did for the extension of the city and tho 
promotion of the com;fort and health of its citizens during those ter­
rible five years in which we were preparing for resumption. 

The number of buildings erected during those years, including 
dwelling-houses, stores, storehouses, banks, factories, forges, fur­
naces, breweries, elevators, churches, halls, hospitals, hotels, school­
houses, &c., had been as follows: In 1874, 5,040; 1875, 5,234; 1876, 
4,115; 1877, 4,818; 1878, 2,904; making a total of 22,111, of which 
18,507 were dwelling-houses, 796 dwelling-houses including stores, 
and the remainder, 2,808, were of the miscellaneous character em­
braced in the other designations. · 

But this is not all the expenditure of capital and labor upon 
buildings tha~ is shown by the record of the building inspectors, for 
during these same five years alterations and additions, including the 
erection of back buildings, bath-houses, kitchens, and the conver­
sion of the lower stories of dwellings into stores, &c., number 7,045. 
During these same five years old streets had been extended and n~w 
streets opened and streets had been paved as follows. : 

Year. Streets Streets 
opened. paved. 

1874 .-----------·----··-···· · -··-···----·---·-··-···-······-·· 
1875. --· .. ·- --·-. --· -· ..... -- .... --- .. -. ·-·-· ... - ... - ....... -. 
1876·--··-----·-··--···-·- -----· ·-----·--·-·- · --···--··--····· 
1877 •.• . ••• -· •. - -· ·-·- -· •.• . - ..•. --- -------. -· ••• . .• -·.- -·.- -· 
1878·------------·----·----- ·-·-----·---·--·--·------····· --·· 

TotaL ••. ·------·----- ... ---·---------·-.---·--··- ... --· 

Miles. 
10.33 
13.70 
13.86 

8.43 
7. 71 

54.04 

M iles. 
30.19 
21.13 
23.49 
14.52 

9. Gl 

98.94 

But other agencies for increasing the value of the city were at 
work, and in those same five years the water and gas ·mains of the 
city were extended as follows: 

Year. Water-main. Gas-main. 

Miles. Feet. .Miles. 
1874 ............. ---·-------------·--·······-----·- · -··· 42 3,511 7 
1875 .•.... ··-- ·-. ·-·-· ·-·--· ··--- -·---- ---- . - .. ···--- -· 33 5,148 41 
1876. _____ ---- -·. ··-···--- .. ------ ·----- -----· ·--- -----· Z7 2,167 211-
1877.---- .. --· -· ------. ·---- ------ ·----- ------ ... ------- · 16 144 16 
1878 .•. - ·- .. -- .•. -----.--. ·---.- ------ ·----- ------ ·----· 10 4, 372 7 . . ----- -----

Total._ · ---_ .... _-----··----- .. __ -··----- · --------· 130 4, 782 92t 

The drainage of the city was impl"oved and extended during those 
years by the construction of main sewers, as follows: 

• • Jr'lles. 
,In 1874 .... --. --· --.- .• ··---- .•. - -·.-.-- .... -.- -----· ----.- ·----- ·-.- ... --.-- 13.119 
In 1875. _____ ---- -· ·-- --.-- .. -- ••. ---- .. -·- -- ·-·- -- ·---.- -- ... -------- -· --- -· 14.87 
In 1876 •• __________ ·----- ------ ·-·-·- ------ ·-·- •• ---------·. ·-·. -- ---·. ·----- 10.47 
In 1877. ·-··--· · -------- .... ·-·.- ..... ··--· --·· -----· -- .... -··--·- ·-··--·---- 8.89 
In 1~8. ---· --·---··--· ·--· ·-···--· ........ ·--··--·---·- -- ·-. ··-· ···--· ------ 9.43 

Total ..... -- .. --·_--.---··--·----- .. --- .•.• - .. ---- •• -----· ·-·- -- _. -···- __ . 56.76 
And again fo:r the convenience of the steadily increasing population 

of the city the Gas Trust had located and erected public lamps, as 
follows: 

t 

In 1874.----------- ·----- ·-- --- ·----- ·------ ---·----- .... . . -- .. -- .• --. ·-·--· 
In 1875 .• ____ ... - .. ____ .... -------------- -· ··----. ·-----.--. -- -·-. ----- .... --· 
In 1876. -·· -- ·--· -· --- --· ·- ----.- .. ·--·-- ------ .. --· ·----·.--. --· ---- --·-- -· 
In 1877.-- .... - -· -----------. -----· ·-·--· ·----. ------ . . -- ..... -- --·--- --. --· 
In 1878 ....... ----· ------ ----·· ------.--.--.---.--. ·-----. -- ·---· .. --·------

445 
824 
620 
388 
342 

Total ... --.-··- .• ·-----·· ..• --·--- ... ------------·--------·-----··-·--- 2, 519 
Thus it is shown, Mr. Speaker, that by the· P..rection of 22,111 new 

buildings, by the improvement :md extension of 7,045 other build­
ings·; by the opening of more than 54 miles of new streets and the 
curbing, paving, and l:~.ying side-walks of 99 miles of street; by the 
laying of 92! miles of gas-mains and the erection of2,519 public lamps; 
by the addition of nearly 131 miles ofwater-mains and the construe.: 
tion of nearly 57 miles of main sewers; and the increase by about 70 per 
cent. of the forei~ commerce of the city, the value of Philadelphia 
ha.a been reduced $13,000,000, and consequently· that they who have 
accomplished this work have not delved and wrought and builded for 
themselves. No, sir, ruin has pursued, as an avenging demon, enter­
prise wherever it has engaged in productive business.· He only has 
profited by their toil who has wrapped his talent in a napkin of un­
taxed Government bonds, and brought it forth for me only when the 
productsoflabor, energy, and enterprise were to be sacrificed at sheriff's 
or other forced sale. 

Estimating but five persons to each building, and leaving out of 
account the enlargement of others, these industrious people have-cre­
ated a watered, lighted, drained, and paved city,,;with more than one. 
hundred and ten thousand inhabitants;-with public schools.for the ac­
commodation of t he rising generation, but have added nothing to the · 
value of•their city and State. · 

Let us see what the immediate future promises them. This shrink­
acre in t he value of real esta e is consequent upon the idleness of 
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men and machinery, which has been produced and enforced by finan­
cial mlRmanagement in the withdrawal by tho Government from 
trade of ita chief tool, money, the instrument of association whereby 
alone active exchange of services and commodities are rendered possi­
·ble; while idleness, operating in a vicious circle, aggravates the evil, 
as is shown by a cursory analysis of the foregoing tables. Thus the 
number of new buildings erected in 1874 was 5,040, while in 1878 it 
was but 2,904, exhibiting a shrinkage of nearly 50 per cent. in employ­
ment for every species of service, from that of unskilled laborers in 
the brick-yard and quarry, or who dig cellars, up through all the 
grades of skilled workmen known as bouseWI-ights, to the artist who 
puts the last touches upon the halls and drawing-rooms of the more 
sumptuous of these private or public edifices. 

So, too, in 1874, the city required from themauufacturers of pig-iron 
and foundrymen, who convert it into such pipe, more than 49t miles 
of water ami gas mains, and for substantial iron posts for 445 public 
lamps, but for 1878 it required less than 18 miles of pipe for both 
water and gas, and but 241lamp-posts. 

In 1874 it required the bricks, cement, other materials and the labor 
to construct more than thirteen miles of main sewers, but in 1878 it 
needed them for less than nine and a half miles. In 1874 it required 
the labor and materials for p:wing the road-bed and curbing and 
paving the side-walks of more than thirty miles of streets, while in 
1878 it needed them for but little more than nine and a half miles. 
And so it comes to pass that ·from the thrifty laboning families who, 
through that form of savings institutions, building associations, 
which in normal times is the most beneficent man has yet devised, 
were purchasing their homes by the payment of monthly install­
ments, up to the merchant or manufacturer from whose assets the 
values have been squeezed by the process of contraction, as water is 
squeezed from a wet sponge, a frightful percentage of the real estate 
of Philadelphia is passing from the possession of those whose labor 
and well-directed energy created it, into the hands of those to whom 
it had been mort~aged for a meager percentage of its real value be­
fore our cruel, misdirected, and dishonest contraction policy had be­
gun to produce its inevitable effects. 

Let me illustrate the grandeur of the scale on which such transfers 
are being made: on the sixth day after the resumption act went into 
effect there began a sheriff's sale which I trust will ever be remem­
bered as unparalleled in the city of Philadelphia. Previous to the 
first week of specie payments, one day, with the sa.le commencing at 
four p. m., bad sufficed for a monthly sheriff's sal\3; but it was not 
so with this one. It required two days; and for the second it must, 
tO be completed on the day for which notice bad been given, com­
mence thirty minutes in advance of the usual time. I will not trust 
myself to give a statement of the facts attending this sale, but will 
submit one taken from The Record of Philadelphia of December 28, 
1878. That it may not be suspected that it is from a carping green­
back journal-an organ of the Rag-Baby and its party-! will say to 
gentlemen that The Record is the organ of the high sheriff of Phila­
delphia, and enjoys the magnificent patronl:l~e afforded by his official 
advertising. Being the organ of the sheritt and his office, it is the 
special advocate of hard money and bard times, and is known to those 
residents of Philadelphia under whose notice it comes as a sheet 
which has for years, under the pretense of combating my financial 
views, pursued me with unscrupulous and unrelenting malignity. 
The paragraph I am about to quote from this journal is an official 
announcement of the order of the sale, though it appear-s in the news 
items of the paper, as follows: 
A GREAT SALE BY Tlill SHERIFF-ABOUT 01\."E THOUS.A!\1> PROPERTIES TO BE PLACED 

L'l'ol>ER THE ILUIMER. 

Sheriff Wright, on January 6, will be~Pn the largest sale ~f real estate ever held 
by any sheriff in this city. There are SIX hundred and ninety-two writs, covering 
abont one thou.sand properties. The sale on the first day will begin at four o'clock 
in the new conrt-honse, and extend from No. 370 on the list to No. 692. 

The custom is to dispose of the properties according to the initial letters of the 
attorney's names, one month beginning at "A" and going to "Z," and the next 
month reversing the order of sale. In the present sale there are one hundred and 
ninety.seven writs covering properties to be sold for taxes due the city. The law 
provides that these mnst be sold on the first Monday of January. As t.he tax-lien 
solicitor is named Pfeiffer, the sales will begin at No. 370, the lawyer's initials 
being "P." 

On the second day, (Tuesday) at 3.30 p. m.., the sale will be continued, and will 
include properties from No.1 to No. 369. 

The largest sale that ever preceded this in Pennsylvama occurred 
I believe on November 5, 1877, when there were four hundred and 
thirty-nine writs to be executed and four hundred and eighty-two 
properties to be sold. Q noting from a leading paper of the city in my 
1-emarks of the 15th of November, 1877, I presented a paragraph which 
asserted that the writs covered fifteen hundred properties, a mistake 
the correoti9n of which by the paper in which it appeared did not come 
to my notice until my remarks had gone not only into the CmmREs­
SIONAL RECORD but into pamphlet form, and which I avail myself 
of this opportunity to correct. The writs numbered, as I stated, four 
hundred and thirty-nine, but they covered but four hundred and 
eighty-two distinct pieces of property. Admonished by the error into 
which I was then led, I have consulted the proper authorities and 
find ihat the statement of The Record that the writs for the January 
sale numbered six hundred and ninety-two and the properties they 
covered numbered about one thousand is correct. The sale of 1877, 
so far as I have been able to learn, embraced no property to be sold 
upon the suit of the city for taxes; while at the recent sale three hun-

dred and twenty-two of the writs were at the suit of the city and 
for delinquent taxes. · 

But, sir, iihis sheriff's sale wa"s not the only joyous event with which 
the stricken people of Philadelphia were made to welcome the great . 
fact of equivalency between our paper money and gold; for on the firs 
day of the" glad New Yea.r" the owners of 13,582 properties within the 
limits of the city, on opening their morning papers, were pleasantly 
greeted by name, by the receiver of taxes, with notice that their 
taxes for 187f:l were in default, and tha.t unless they were paid on or 
before the 15th of the month preliminary steps would be taken to 
secure their collection. Living in enforced idleness, as thousands of 
the most industrious and thrifty of them are, think you not that this 
was a grateful New Year's greetingf 

The rich grow rapidly richer and the poor poorer. Relief societies 
have been organized in every ward of the city; yet almost every day's 
papers bring to the attention of. their readers the condition of worthv 
families, members of which are hastening to the better land for wan·t 
of food, clothing, and fuel. And that least sensational of all our jour­
nals, The Public Ledger, of Janua.ry 21, contains as an item of local 
news the following paragraph of which I will italicize a few words: 
APPLICA~rrs FOR CH.ARITY.-During the present season, and especially the pa.st 

month, there has been a great increaae in the number of applicants for aid at the 
Seventh-street or main office of the guardians of the poor. Most of those apply­
ing are 'mechanics and persons 1.oho have been in business and have been reduced to 
poverty. The same state of things exists at the different district offices. The 
visitors are kept busy investigatin~ the cases, and relief ha.s been extended a.s 
far as practicable; but it has been found impossible to grant assistance sufficient 
to keep families from suffering, owing to the want of sufficient funds to meet all 
their wants.* · 

TilE cmmiTIOX OF PHIJ.ADELPHIA NOl: PECULI.All. 

Mr. Speaker, the question may arise, why thus expose to the world's 
gaze the poverty and suffering of iny constituents and townsmen f 
It might not, sir, beproperformetoproclaim the facts I have brought 
to the attention of the House if they were local in their character; but 
unhappily such is not the fact. The intelligent, enterprising, energetic, 
skillful, industrious, temperate, and thrifty people of Phila.delphiado 
not suffer alone. Their case represents the average condition of the 
people of the country. The results of contraction affect all parts of the 
country. Us baneful influences are not confined to cities and.manu­
facturing towns. They have reached the farmers, and would not, as 
I shall show, be mitigated if every unemployed laborer, clerk, or sales­
man, and every bankrupt merchant, mechanic, or manufacturer could 
accept Horace Greeley~s advice, ''Go west, and take to farming." The 
army would be too large. Current prices are not returning the co ·t 
of production to the farmers of many sections of the countr:v, anti 
though lower than they have been in many years are still slowly but 
steadily declining, or, in happier plrrase,gettin~toward "hard-pan." 

But before proceeding to exhibit the condition and prospects of 
American farmers, let me illustrate that of the business men of the 
country. In 1865, when creditwasalmostunknown amongthe busi­
ness men of the Northern States, because the people were out of debt 
and bought with ready money, and when Mr. Secretary McCulloch 
set about improving their condition by reducing the volume of legal­
tender paper money, there were, as I have said, five hundred and 
thirty failures, involving total liabilities to the amount of $17,625,000. 
The Secretary doubtless considered these figures discreditably small 
for so great a country. But, under the happy instrumentalities he set 
in motion-the rapid conversion ofallforms of our paper money into 
coin-bearing bonds-of which he proudly boasted in his report of 
1867, togethe~ with the further contraction spoken of by President 
Grant in his message of December 3, 1873, and especially since that 
menace to confidence, the resumption act, was approved, we have 
traveled the road to ruin in force sufficient to satisfy even his humane 
and patriotic desires. In 1874, which year terminated a fortnight be­
fore the resumption act was approved, the failures numbered fifty­
eight hundred and thirty, being just fifty-three hundred more than 
had occurred nine years before in 1865, and the total liabilities wer 
$159,239.000, which was$141,614,000 in excess of the$17,625,000of 1865. 
Butourmorerecentprogresstowarqhard-pan and universal prosperity 
1mder the benign influence of t.he resumption act must have been -
much more satisfactory to Mr. McCulloch and his rapacious co-con­
spirators against the people and the equality of condition which the 
founders of the Republic hoped would ever exist among .the people. 

Let me show the magnificent progress we have made toward hnnl-

* While these pages were going through the press, I found in the Evening1'ele­
graph, of February 18, the report of the Protestant Episcopal City Mission, from 
which I make the following extract: 

Although many scores of tons of coal have been distributed this winter among 
the poor the books show the names of not leas than sixty apflicants who are IJiu­
ing their time to be helped, as did the invalids round the poo of Bethesda. Could 
the people of Philadelphia bnt realize th6 need there i8 for J>rompt action in the e 
and many other cases, o;er and above the large number already helped from tbe 
charity supplies of the mission, the means of relief would no donbt be promptly 
famished. Among those who have recently applied, or whose acquaintances have 
applied in their ~e, _are two or t_hroo men friendless, pennil-:ss, :tnd far gone i~ 
consumption; an mvalid, whoso wife earns but Sl a week; a foreign g-ardener ot 
excellent character, both professional and personal, who was found in a wretche<l 
garret with a sick wife, no employment, and hia furniture and clothing sold or 
pawned for food ; a deserted wife with six children, her husband in jail, herself laid 
up with a foot frozen at the wMh-tub, o.nd dependent, with the five little ones, 011 
the dollar earned weekly by her eldest boy; another woman ill, like one of her 
obildren, with a spinal affection, and utterly without means, her elder child hav­
in~ lost her place by being hurt in o.n accident, and her husband having tried 
vamly t.o get work. Two yea.rs ago these people lived in Uteir own hO'!tSe. 
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pan and general prosperity in these four years. Here are the figures. 
As I have just said, the failures for 1874 had been fifty-eight hun­
dred and thirty, and the liabilities $159,239,000; but now, with the 
statutory promise of specie payments on the 1st of January, 1879, 
they were as follows : 

Year . 

1875 . . . ....•.•••.•• . .....••.•• ···· - · •.•••...••.• . ••.•••. 
1876 . .•.• •·•••··•••••···••• •• . ..•..•••••..•••••••...•. 
1877 . •.. . .•••• ···················· - ······--·------ ..•... 
1878 . ••• ·········-·········-----·-···········--- · -· · ·--· 

Total in four years ............ . .. . ...... . •....••. 

Failures. 

7, 740 
9, 092 
8,872 

10,478 

36,18'2 

Liabilities. 

$201, 060, 353 
191, 117,786 
190, 669, 930 
234, 363, 132 

$d17, 211, 201 

To properly appreciate these figures it must be borne in mind that 
they refer only to commercial failures, and do not relate to railroad 
companies, national or State banks, or chart~ed savings banks. 

Who can de-ay that these results are commensurat~ with the 
grandeur of our country Y Mr. McCulloch himself cannot dispute 
their magnificence. I think the country at large will agree that to 
have bankrupted in four years 36,182 business houses, whose liabili­
ties involv-ed 817,211,201, ought to satisfy even such eminent philan­
thropists and financiers as Mr. McCulloch and the authors of the 
resumption act. But if I misjudge not the signs of the times, the 

· future has still greater triumphs in store for these architects of-ruin. 
They sustained the doctrinai1·es of Germany and England in their effort 
iio demonetize silver, to obliterate from the metallic money of the world 
t-he metal which :furnished the coins with which the cave of Machpelah 
was purchased, the name of which, ''l' ar·gent," is in the French language 
ynonymous with "money," because silver was used as money before 

a. gold coin had been known in France; which is the exclusive metallic 
legal tender Of more than eight-tenths of the people of the world, and 
which enters into the legal tender of one-half of the other two­
tenths; which was untillt:f73 or 1874 the unit of our monetary system, 
but which we demonetized in one 'of these years, (just in which of 
them the great lawyers of our Sen at~ dispute,) and by legislation which 
.none of the then members of either House can explain or seem to have 
bad any knowledge. 

It is true that under certain restrictions-we have by a recent act 
·readmitted silver to the category of money metals, but the contrac­
·tionists disparage the "daddy dollar." Mr. McCulloch does not like 
it, the Treasury spits upon it a.nd does not think it would be honest 
to pay it as interest on our_bonds, and therefore our legislation has 
-done little to appreciate the value of the metal; and in leaving this 
-subject I say, and appeal to the future for the vindication of my words, 
that if silver be not fully remonetized before the crisis which its demon­
-etization must inevitably produce shall come, Beaconsfield's adminis­
tration, glorious as the shout of "peace with honor" promised to make 
i t, Bismarck's establishment of the Empire which Frederic List's 
-creation of the Zolverein made poBBible, and that of the present Ad­
ministration of our country, will be scored in history as the most calam­
itous administrations modernEngland,G-ermany, and the United States 
have known : f~ the commercial relations between the silver and 
the gold using nations must be destroyed, prices must continue to 
.shrink, confidence cannot be restored, and the tendency of the world, 
which in 1865 was toward the elevation and refinement of the labor­
ing claBSes, will be toward idleness, want, squalor, aDd barbarism. 

HOW CONTRACTION H AS AFFECTED FARMERS AND PLAh'TERS. 

Botto return from this digression, which was essential to my argu­
ment, let me turn to the condition of the farmers of this country. ~ 
looking over my evening paper, The Telegraph, of Philadelphia, on 
Friday, November 1:l, 1878, I found in the column containing" current 
notes" the following paragraph : 

The extensive farming operations of M. L. Sullivant, in Dlinois, have resulted 
in bankruptcy. He cultivated forty thousand acres, was ca.lled the Corn King, 
;311d was rated as enormously wealthy. His property did not bring at sheriff's sale 
-enough to pay his debts within 100,000. 

The paragraph impreBBed me, and the fact seemed inexplicable. 
Mr. Sullivant, as I had heard, had been regarded as a bold but judi­
-cious man. He had acquired his broad acres when land in Illinois 
was cheap. The debts he had contracted were for stock, implements, 
and legitimate improvements, and by industry and attention to his 
estates he should have grown rich. In a few minutes after I had read 
the sentence, I saw that Mr. Sullivant's failure was probably the result 
of a cause which he could not control-that he, too, was, like my 
poor constituents, the victim of contmctionand theconsequentshrink­
.age of prices; for in that same column came this pn.ragmph: 

The prices of some articles are 18 per cent. lower than before the war. Corn has 
met been so low since 1845, excepting in 1861 ; cotton not so low in twenty-tbree 
y ears, and mess pork not since 1844. 

Yes, here was the secret. The prices of corn and wheat, hay and 
pork have shrunk, but debts contracted for-machinery, for stock, im­
provements, fencing, buildings have not shrunk, nor has the rate of 
mterest upon them been reduced; while the number of dollars named 
in the mortgage and the number of dollars required for the semi-annual 
payments of interest remain the s..'l.me the number of bushels of corn 
or pounds of pork it takes to buy a dollar have increased several fold, 
and thus tlu:ough the policy of contraction the Government has robbed 
the enterprising farmer of lllinois of the labors of his life and trans-

.ferred them to another who poBSibly never did a day's work or plan a 
useful enterprise. 

But gentlemen may say, "Would you generalize from an individual 
instance; would you deduce a law for the world from the failure of 
one unfortunate man ' " No, sir; I am never ~uilty of such an ab­
surdity as that, and I beg leave in this connectiOn to submit an ex­
tract from the letter of a respected correspondent in Iowa, the accu­
racy of whose statements I have tested by submitting them to gen­
tlemen from that State on this floor. Speakin(J" of the pressure of 
taxation, he says : 

0 

But this is not the worst feature of the case, as it renders the farmer hopeless, 
destroys his energy, and dwarfs his manhood until he only seeks to struggle along 
from one year to another, without trying to keep up his improvements, from the 
f:wt that all the most enterprising of his class are becomlnjl; bankrupts, an!l his 
real estate iB shrinking in value, while he finds himself actually burdened with 
products tllat 'will not net him the price of production. At Des Moines the average 
price of pork (live hogs) has been about $2 per hundred; corn, from twelve t-o fif­
teen cents per bushel; wheat, ".from fifty to sixty cents; oats, from eight to ten 
cents; ha,, from two to four dollars per ton, and other products in proportion. 

Now, s1r, I assert that none of these articles can be produced for less than 50 
per cent. in advance of these prices. No farmer in this section of the West expects 
futi-ecei ve any interest on the capital he has invested in his farm under present 
ruling prices; and as many of them are in debt and their farms mortgaged it is 
easy to perceive that ultimate min must soon come. 

But I have not yet, in my judgment, latd a basis broad enough for gen­
eralization, and thereforo recur to the annual table of comparative 
prices which appeared in 1 he New York Journal of Commerce of Jan­
uary, 1. It makes its comparisons for a decade, and shows that while 
in New York flour brought from $8.75 to $9.50 in 1868, it now brings 
from $3.10 to $3.60; oats were then eighty-four cents a bushel, now 
thirty-four cents; corn was then $1.40, but now sells at forty-seven 
cents; cotton which then brought sixteen cents per pound can now 
be bought for nine and a half cents ; hay which produced . 24 a ton 
now must be sold for $9 ; mess pork, the price of which was then $21 
a barrel, is now $7.05 ; mess beef has declined from $32 a barrel to 
$14.50; butter which then commanded forty-five cents a pound now 
sells for nineteen cents; cheese which rated then at nineteen and a 
half cents now rates at eight and three-fourths cents. These are the 
prices that ruled in New York City. 

A valuable table published by the Boston Advertiser compared 
prices in that city on the 1st of January, 1879, the day when the 
American people were to be blessed with resumption of specie pay­
ments, with ante-war prices, those which prevailed in the good old 
times when banks furnished "paper money" which was sometimes 
redeemable, sometimes irredeemable, but which always promised in­
stant convertibility into coin. It shows that in Boston mess pork, 
which commanded from 17 to $18 per barrel in 1860, is now obtain­
able at from $8.50 to $9; mess beef, which in 1860 sold at from $9 to 
$11.50 per barrel, now' ranges at from $9.50 to $10; lard sells now at 
from six to seven anll one-fourth cents a pound against thirteen cents 
in 1860; hams, for seven and one-half cents against thirteen cents 
in 1860; corn, which then brought sixty-nine to seventy cents per 
bushel, now brings forty-five to forty-eight cents. And now, sir, I 
think I have· laid a basis broad enough for generalization and to 
just.ify the conclusion that the increase in the price of gold, of which 
greenbacks are now the equivalent, and the consequently reduced 
price of every other commodity ruined Michael Sullivant and is ruin­
ing all farmel'8 who have interest as well as taxes to pay. 

How unlikely this terrible condition of things is to be ohange?- in 
the immediate future will be seen when it is considered that srnce 
1873it is estimated that at least eighteen hundred and eighty thousand 
people have gone from the East and from Virginia and Kentucky to the 
West a:ad South1 and as many as five hundred thousand of them dur­
ing 1878; and tnat Dun, Barlow & Co. estimate that n~arly twenty 
million acres of unbroken new land have actually been settled during 
the past year. Thus does our vicious financial policy drive from the 
Ea-st those who make a market for agricultural produce to become 
competitors in our already ruined agricultural market. Producers of 
both butter and cheese in the East and wheat for the State of New 
York are now beginning to feel the terrible effects of this competition, 
and many have already been ruined. 

In this connection, I beg leave to remark that there is suggested 
by the facts I have presented another and perhaps more dangerous 
side to this question. 

Onrfathers sought to found a republic which should, by reason of the 
equality of_ the condition of its citizens, be perpetual. They hoped 
with an unoccupied continent beneath theirfeet, to establish a republic 
which should rest safely on the popular intelligence and will, because 
there should be more largely than the world had ever seen an approxi­
mation to equality of estate between the citizens, and time fo1· all to 
receive such measure of education as would enable them to compre­
hend the questions of the day and wisely select those who should 
represent them in the councils of State and nation and in the. admin­
istrative offices of the Government. As a guarantee of equality of 
condition, and as a sure means, as they believed, of preventing thQ 
acquisition of great estates for continued accumulation by transmis­
sion in bulk, they abolished the laws of primogeniture and entail, and 
made the distribution of estates of decedents easy and equal when they 
occurred under statutory provisions. But our financial policy, rein­
forced by the demonetization by G-ermany of silver, sets at nau(J"ht all 
these wholesome-republican theories and the supposed safeguar& that 
bad been thrown around them. I do not propose to enter into an argu-
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ment as to the importance of simplicity and approximate equality in a 
repn blic. If money corrupts our popular elections and the choice of 
Senators for the national Senate as often as is alleged, it illustrates not 
only the lack of patriotism and intelligence among the people, but 
the power acquired by wealth, and the fact that wealth is so concan­
trated that overpowering pecuniary inducements may be presented 
to constituencies and their representatives. · 

WHO GOT THE HAY ?-FOR WHOli DO WR WORK W 

In illustration of this point and as a further demonstration of the 
effect of contraction upon the condition of the farmers of the country, 
let me recall an interview I had with Mr. Solon Chase, of Maine, 
during a day that he did me the honor to pass under my roof when 
returning to his home from a western stumping tour. I had seen in 
New England papers many allusions to· "Solon's heifer," and in his 
own paper the assertion that the same stroke that had struck "Solon's 
heifer" had struck a savings-bank or other corporation which had 
failed ; at a later day I had found occasional allusions to " Solon's 
steers," and I took the liberty of inquiring of Mr. Chase whether they 
were his heifer and his steers that had become so famous; and if so, 
what made them remarkable 7 He said there was nothing remarkab~ 
about the heifer, except that he had given it some prominence by 

· making it an example to his brother farmers of the double wicked­
ness of the contraction policy. 

He also said in substance that, having been a hard-money man and 
spent some months in endeavoring to answer a congressional speech 
against contraction, he had seen that the arguments of that speech 
were unanswerable and had set about starting a greenback movement 
in Maine. His efforts for the :first year were confined chiefi.y to his own 
county, and, indeed, largely to the towns of Turner and Buckfield, 
the people of which were farmers. Their land was poor, their season 
short, their products few and simple; but, as a means of increasing 
their gain, it was customary among them to keep breeding stock for the 
dairy and farm use, and instead of selling their hay to advance it into 
meat. They never sold a calf for young veal if they could advance it 
to a. yearling, or the yearling if the demand for money for taxes or 
other imperative purposes would permit them to feed it until it should, 
as a two-year-old, be worth more than twice the price of a yearling. 
When, however, he attempted to sell his then last two-year-old, he had 
found that he could get no more for her than he could have got a year 
before·; he also found that this was true of all the other two-year­
olds in the neighborhood, and going before his neighbors told the story 
of his heifer, and ·asked them whether it was not the story of their 
two-year-olds; and when answe1·ed in the affirmative, he asked them: 
''Who gets the hay' Forwhomhaveweworked T We have fed these 
heifers and tended them for a year and have done it for the benefit 
of somebody. We have not enriched the town, or county, or State. 
I have not worked for my poor blind boY. whose eyes, as you know, 
were shot out while fi~hting for the maintenance of the nation, or for 
other members of my family; yet youandihaveworked, and worked 
faithfully. Our land has yielded, and yielded well; but who takes 
the yield of our labor and our land Y Let us see if we can find out. 
As we must sell our two· year-olds for what was freely offered a year ago 
for yearlings, somebody is benefited.. As we can get but one-half the 
value of our products, the man who buys them takes two dollars' worth 
for 1,anditisforhini,whetherhiscapitalbeinvestedinnationalbanks 
or in the untaxed bonds of the Government, for whom we wo.tk. Our 
t.oil and enterprise do but impoverish us, while the idle rich man 
who buries his money, or puts it in a. vault, grows rich at the rate of 
100 per cent. per annum. . Labor, enterprise, and production have thus 
become the road to poverty, and all capitalists are warned that the 
true way, the rapid road to wealth ie to withdraw capital from pro­
ductive business and put it into bank-stock or untaxed bonds." 

The story of Solon's steers was an equally apt illustration of his 
whole argument. It was this: In 1875 he was attracted by the beauty 
and symmetry of a yoke of three-year-old steers, and bought them, 
as he and his neighbors thought a great bargain, for $100. I was 
delighted with the enthusiasm this simple farmer exhibited when he 
spoke of the beauty, docility, ~nd strength of those steers. They 
had for two years been objects of his care and solicitude. They 
were to win him the approval of his fellow-ci~ens, if not a. pre­
mium at a State ·fair; and, when five years old, were accordingly 
exhibited at such fair and commanded universal admiration. The 
time had now come to sell them,. a.nd he attempted to do so and found 
that $90 was the highest sum offered for them. He had fed and cared 
for and disciplined them through two of the long winters· of Maine 
and two of her short and fruitless summers, and the net result of 
all his labors, tested by the market values of 1875 and 1877, \vas the 
loss of 10 of the little stock of ready money he had been able to com­
mand in the former year. Another political campaign had opened, and 
he went again to his fellow-citizens asking them who bad got the hay 
or was to. get it f For whom were they at work¥ Who gathered in 
the fruits of their land and labor as effectually as though they owned 
the land and employed the farmers to work it, or rented it to them as 
tenant farmers under the British system of agriculture 'l And again, 
as he said, he pointed out to them how contraction impoverished 
labor and swelled the profits of capital, and was building up a plutoc­
racy in the United States which must be not only dangerous to popu­
lar liberty, but promised to rival in splendor the plutocracy of Eng­
la.nd. With theinevitableresultsof Mr.McCulloch's:financial policy, 
in obedience to which the resumption act was passed and maintained, 

so pertinently illustrated' by this farmer, is it wonderful that mor~ 
than ~,000 citizens of Maine sundered_all old party ties and sought to· 
emanmpate themselves and the country from a system which is ruin­
ing them and threatening their liberties and their posterity1 

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DOXE. 

Mr. Speaker, in the course of my remarks of Jan nary 18, 1868, when 
the contraction of greenbacks permitted by Congress, and that of other 
forms of paper money consummated by Mr. McCulloch, had suspendecl ­
pr?ductive industry, and was threatening widespread bankruptcy, I 
~d: . 

Had Congress at the close of Lhe war hastened to relieve the country of the taxes 
against which I am protestin~, and while avoiding any expansion of the currency 
protected its volume from duninution, and assured the people that no essential 
change in its volume should be made until the business of the country had adjusted. 
itself to the conditions of peace, production would have advanced and our bonds 
would have been returning. to us m the pockets of emigrants or in settlement of a 
favorable balance of trade, and millions of people Nortl:i and South, who are to-day 
eating bread they have not earned, would have been busily employed and addin~ 
to the nation's wealth by earning each day more than they consume. .A. gradual 
decline in prices was inevitaible, but it would not have destroyed confidence and 
snspended production, and with immensely increased productio~t both agricultural 
and manufacturing, there would have been no cry of a "glut in we market.'' The 
people of the Soutb, whose agricultural stock ancl implements, furniture and ap­
parel, were e:xhaust~d during. tl!e war, would have b~ supplying their wants by 
the sale of the results of their mdnstry. Under the influence of northern capital 
and enterprise water-power that now runs to waste through cotton fields would 
have been moving spindles and looms. Forges, furnaces, and rollin~-mi1ls such as. 
those the war developed at Chattanooga, Atlanta, Lynchburgh, ana. other points, 
would be in profitable operation, and by supplying merchantable iron, diminishing­
our dependence upon England and keeping down that balance of trade which with 
the interest on our bonds held abroad must prevent the resumption of specie pay­
ments as long as we continue the "heroic " treatment of sacrifieing all other inter­
ests in order to gi:ve increased value to the hoarded wealth of the possessors of 
''realized. riches.'' An increasing demand for skilled labor in the South would aJso­
be a powerful agent in the work of reconstruction and the redemption of the coun. 
try from financial embarrassment. 

Since then more than a decade has passed, and the terrible experi­
ences it has brought upon our people have confirmed my belief in the 
correctness of the views I then presented. My counsels prevailed 
with Congress, and the law authcxizing theretirementofgreenbacks. 
was repealed. They did not, however, penetrate bank parlors, or the 
offices of the great dealers in national securities, or if they did, were 
received as tokens of danger to the interests and influences that pre­
sided in those quarters and were responded to, not with argument,. 
but with denunciation or ridicule of their author. The heroic treat­
ment has consequently b~n persisted in, and phlebotomy and fly­
blisters have been freely applied. The act of March-3, 1875, entitled 
" a.n act to further protect the sinking-fund and to provide for the 
exigencies of the Government,'1 applied both these admirable heroic 
agents in the form of a further reduction of the volume of legal-tender 
money, and the reimposition of war taxes which had been repealed, 
and at length we find the patient (our country) in a typhoid condition 
and, everywhere outside of rooms in which brokers meet daily ro 
register bets on the future price of bonds and stocks, reported as 
still sinking. 

Nations to whom we sell our breadstuffs are agitated by strifes of 
colossal proportions between laborers and their employers, the latter . · 
insisting upon further reductions of wages, the former protesting that. 
they cannot live, as human bein~s should live, upon the wages they 
now receive, and thus the low prices at which our agricultural prod-
ucts are sold are threatened with further depreciation. . · 

The condition of our skilled laborers is also further menaced by 
these rednctioM of wages, and the time has come when statesmen 
should pause and ask whether further depression can be permitted 
without reaching a point at which it will be too late to apply the 
stimulants which at an earlier day might have reinvigorated the coun­
try; and I beg leave to suggest some remedies which should, in my 
judgment, be immediately applied to so prostrate a patient. 

WHAT SHOULD NOW BE DOYE. 

The first thing to be done is to restore confidence. With the com­
ing of equivalency between the greenback and gold, the resump­
tionists announced that the day of speculation was over, and that 
business was thenceforth to be done on a solid .basis. Is this, if it 
be true, a cause for exultation What is speculation but an expres­
sion of confidence' in the future, enforced by the investment of capi­
tal in enterprises which promise profit f What is all legitimate trade 
but speculation-the purchasing at one price with the assnrecl confi­
dence that the articles bought may be sold at 'sRch an advance as 
will leave a profit to tbe speculator or trader J Speculation is an ex­
pression of confidence, hope, aspiration; and when speculation dis­
appears, it is because confidence in the future has been supplanted 
bydoubt and despair. This is our present condition. No man has confi­
dence in the future. Capital not already embarked therein avoids every 
form and character of productive industry. Manufacturers produce 
only that for which tllere is an immediate demand. Commercial 
houses, from the great ones of the seaboard to the village merchant, 
doubtful as to the future, p'rtrchaseonly sufticient to meet their present 
wants, and money seeks but one form of investmentr-tl;lat in which 
it will be protected not only from the danger of future shrinkage of 
values, but from taxation, and goes into Government bonds, the inter­
est on which will be paid punctually on quarter day, w!:ile houses, 
workshops, factories, mines, which are heavily taxed may stand, 
tenantless, or, if occupied, are not likely to produce ren~ from bank-
rupt or impoverished tenants. . · · 
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The first thing to do is, therefore, to restore confidence, which may 
in great part be done by assuring the country that there shall be no 
further tampering ·with :the volume of legal-tender money, that the 
act which now protects it shall not be repealed, and, if need be, to 
guarantee the legality of such money by a constitntiona,l amendment 
the validity of which cannot beassailedforspecula.tive pur1)oses bytlie 
introduction in either Honse of Congress of bills p.roposing to repeal 
its legal-tender quality or to reduce the volume of notes, or by threats 
of avaricious capitalists to bring the question of its constitutionality 
before the courts for readjndication. I regard this measure as not 
only a vital preliminary to the restoration of confidence, but as the 
only means known to man of protecting the country against a com­
mercial and .financial crisis which will shake society to its founda­
tions, and may endanger our republican institutions. 

THE BRILLIANT EXAMPLE OF FRA...,.,-CE. 

In our attempt to reach specie payments we have not followed the 
processes of France, which have resulted so brilliantly and benefi­
aently for the people and her institutions. In Juue, 1870, before the 
war with Germany, the circulation of the Bank of France was 275,-
000,000, and by October, 1873, it had been ex.JJanded to 614,000,000. 
On January_2, 1879, it was 469,750,000, showmg a. decline of 144,-
250,000; but between January 1, 1874, and December 31, 1878, France 
made a net gain by import of 599,747,357 in gold and silver, and the 
bank holds 404,000,000 of golcl and silver against its circulation of 
$469,750,000. Thns, while France ha-s imported nearly 600,000,000 
of specie and bullion since January 1, 187 4, the bank has permanently 
added nearly $200,000,000 to its paper circulation since June, 1870; 
for that circulation was almost precisely the same in Septembet, 1875, 
as it is now. Outside of the bank there is, according to the highest 
authorities, $1,400,000,000 of gold and silver, which, added to the 
paper, gives an actual circulation of 1,869,750,000. 

How marked a contrast to this our policy and condition present, 
with a population of 49,000,000 against the 36,000,000 of France. 

Resumption of specie payments in the sense in which the people 
acce_pt the phrase-in the sense in which France has resumed-is 
therefore impossible, while the maintenance of equivalency is, by the 
acceptance of green backs as money by the Government, as well as­
sured as any fact depending in the slightest degree upon future con­
tingencies can be. _The resumption of specie payments would require 
the distribution of the relatively small amount of coin now held by the 
Treasdry among the subtreasuries, banks, bankers, and merchants 
of the country; and, with the then imminent liability to suspen­
sion of specie payments, I must add the hoarders of coin. Then ea-ch 
holder of a l>ond would demand his interest in coin, because it would 
certainly become more valuable than paper when the suspension, 
which Secretary Sherman admits would be inevitable, should come. 

den withdrawal of $15,500,000 was averted by the gradual transfer of.· 
securities and exchange. 

These events are of common notoriety, and the fa{lt that each green­
back dollar is now equivalent to a gold dollar will not be disputed 
by any one; and yet there are doctrinaires, demagogues, and dealers 
in Government securities who demand the repeal of the legal-tender 
clause, which would, as I hav.e said, be equivalent to the instant ex- ­
portation of more than $346,000,000 of coin. I envy not the head or 
the heart of the man who, in view· of these facts and the common 
teachings of commercial and financial history,can raise his voice in 
favor of the repeal of that clause or the retirement of any portion 
of the legal-tender money of the country. 

One other suggestion I would elaborat-e did time permit; that is, the 
free coinage of silver. The venerable relation of gold to silver"'f 1if­
teen and a half to one was destroyed by the criminal act of Germany in 
demonetizing her then sole metallic legal-tender money and throwing· 
upon the markets of the world as merchandise the silver of which it 
consisted. The total amount was from three to four hundred millions 
of dollars; and if the United States with France and the other states. 
of the Latin Union should absorb, by coining it, whatever amount or 
the silver thus thrown on the market by Germapyis still for sale, the· 
old equivalency of fifteen and a half to one, which made the Ameri-­
can standard dollar worth three cents mQre than the American gol(r 
dollar, would be re-established and perpetuated. 

In conclusion let me remark that the first step to the restoratitm of" 
confidence in this country would be the giving of a sure guarantee that 
the volume of legal-tender money shall not be co.ntracted; the second, 
to give the world assurance that when other nations will co-operate 
with us in the unlimited remonetization of silver we will open our 
mints to the free coinage of that metal; and the third step, the aban­
donment by the Government of its terrible competition with all pro­
ductive aud taxable interests by its absorption of th~ money of tlle 
country into coin-bearing bonds, whether they be issued for the pur­
chase of gold to hoard, or for adding to the already excessive and de­
preciated stock of irredeemable silver tokens, or, as is nowproposed 
by Secretary Sherman, for the borrowing of money with whteh to pa.y 
·the ·amounts justly due as pe~sions to our soldiers and sailors, who, . 
until want drov~ them to the unwilling act, abstained from making 
application for pensions to which they were entitled. Any one of 
these measures if adopted would produce beneficent results, and the 
concurrent effect of all three would be to "reanimate the depressed 
and sinking industries, not merely of this country but of the world,. 
so ~eat, in this age, of railroads, steamships, and telegraphs is the 
sohdarity of the genuine interests of-all mankin4. . . 

Mr. BLAIR addressed the Honse on the electoral bill. [His remarks­
will appear in the Appendix.] 

But it is not so with equivalency·. While it is known to the people 
that the Government will receive the greenback in payment of any CORRUPTING INFLUENCES OF GOVEIL~NT SUBSIDIES. 
claim that can be paid with coin, and that if for use in the arts· . Mr. MARTIN. Mr. Speaker, the matter of Government aid to rail­
gold be needed it can be had at par on the presentation of green- roads is not a new question with me. I have given .it some attentioa. 
backs at the Treasury and subtreasuries of the country, the banks for years past. Knowing that it was· one of the· vexed q nestions which, 
need no specie reserve, and -the argument of_ convenience alone will Congress would have to settle at some future day, I distinctly made 
commend the paper dollar to all our people. Under equivalency we it 1..rnown to my constituents in the last tw.o campaigns that I was. 
have in the form of greenback legal-tender money the equivalent of opposed to the principle and practice of taxing the public for the­
more than three hundred and forty-six million coin dollars; and this purpose of building railroads. I siate(l then, as I say now, that I 
is why I predict so great a crisis as the resnltrof the repeal by legisla- cannot assent to that paternal theory of Government which enconr-­
tive act or judicial decision of the legal-tender quality of the green- ages the people .to look to the General Government to do for them 
back which would be equivalent to the instantaneous expulsion from what they ougl).t to do for themselves. Either Congress ought to ta.ke 
the country of nearly $350,000,000 of coin. · charge of all the railroads and transportation lines in the country, or· 

Let me illustrate by historic examples the con.eequence of such an it should abandon such business altogether, and leave our int~rnal 
export of coin, or the desvroction of the equivalent o~ snob an amount railroad communication to grow and thrive in days to come as in the· 
thereof. In the summer of 1857 our foreign exchanges drew from past by the fruitful power of individual or a-ssociated effort. I would 
this country about $7,000,000 .of coin. WlJat was the effect of this have the Government wholly abandon the policy of indorsing or · 
sudden draft for that relatively insig.nificant amount 7 The notes of guaranteeing the bonds of private corporations. The subsidy and. 
all our banks promised redemption in coin, and deposits could conse- fosterin~ theory of Government looks in the wrong direction. It is.. 
quently be checked for directly in coin without the necessity of first demoralizing. It is not democratic, but contrary to democratic teach­
drawing notes and·presenting them as coin demands. Of course the ing and practice. It is one of the eviclences of the tendency in these­
banks could not meet their obligations, specie payments were sus- last days to centralize all power in the Federal Government. 
pended, the Ohio Trust Company failed first, the_Pennsyl'Vania. Bank I know that gentlemen .who take the opposite view will cite the 
followed, and a universal suspension of specie payments occurred, opinions of various statesmen who during the past thirty or forty 
bringing with it all its attendant evils, including the .:r;obbery of the years have advocated the expediency and constitutionality of ex­
laboring classes, the frequent repetition of which had so outraged tending Federal aid to interstate or national works of improvement. 
l\fr. Webster's sense of justice. Unfortunately for them, their ·appeal to the past teaches a doctrine 

l3nt again, during General Grant's administra ion, there had accu- the very contrary of that urged in support of this Texas Pacifi.c­
mulated in London under the auspices of Secretary Boutwell the pro- Railroad bill. In every case cited it has been: urged on the ground 
ceed's of $21,000:000 of our bonds, and, as Mr. Boutwell when Senator that the proposed work was too vast for private effort or for Stato 
from .Massachusetts informed the Senate~ the possibility of the with- means. Not a single instance can be shown anywhere in all the an­
rlra.wal of such an amount of bullion as $21,000,000 alarmed the bank nals of our history of a leading democrat appealing to the General 
aml government ~f England, and induced the government to nego- Government to undertake a work of domestic railroa.d enterprise 
t iate an arrangement with the United States to secure the acceptance which it was competent for private corporations to do. The Texas. 
of United States bonds in lieu of coin as the only means of avoiding Pacific is one of this kind. It is not beyond the range a.nd scope of 
a great British and continental crisis. private effort. 

And still again, when the Geneva award came to be paid: it was, The evidence of this is seen in the fact that this same company-
it is true, more than the 7,000,000 which hn.d served to produce a some seven or eight years ago undertook to build this road, seventeen 
uspension of specie payments by the banks throughout the United hundred and seventy-five miles in length, from its own resources, 

States, but it was less than the sum just referred to; it wasl$15,500,000, aided by one of the most liberal- and productive land grants ever · 
and the possibility of the sudden withdrawal of that sum in bullion conferred on any corporation. If its undertaking was begun iu good 
from the financial centers of EnglandandtheContinent again invoked faith, then why can it not carry out what remains to be done when 
the action of the British government and secured an arrangement by fully one-half of the necessary road has been built during tb t time;. 
which the threatened commercial ~alamity consequent upon the and- more especially when labor and materials are so much cheaper now· 
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than then T It is said the panic of 1873 has interrupted and prevented 
it.. This may be the sole cause or it may not. During all these years 

-<>f business depression the country has been gradually extending its 
lines of railroad, averaging an increase of between two thousand and 

• three thousand miles every year. If other roads without land grants 
.and money subsidies have been buiJt by private means, why could 
not this one T Why, even this Texas Pacific Company has built a 
considerable amount of road in the interval; a very little on the main 
~ine, upon which this subsidy is asked, and a good deal more on the 
lateral branch.lines, where there were good lands to he acquired. 

The Northern Pacific Company is, according to the statement of its 
officers, now building its road over the less-favored country west of 
the Missouri without the aid of this .subsidy. The Southern Pacifi.o 
has in llke manner built some hundreds of miles over a rugged topog­
raphy at the California end of this same line of road. And why, then, 
could not the Texaa Pacific Company, favored by its more fertile ter­
.ritory and genial climate, do the same thing T I am at a. loss to ac­
count for this extraordinary, unblushing, and impudent appeal to 
·Congress to lend it the credit of the United States to do that which 
is everywhere being done without such aid. What claim has this 
.(}ompany on the Government which the others have not f Why tax 
the people of this country to build this road more than many others T 
Why should the Government tax the labor and industries of the 
.oonntry to build this road, alld when completed give it to a private 
--corporation T I repeat, what claim has it upon the Government which 
the others have not T I fail to see the superior merit it possesses over 
others. It is said the Union Pacific received a large money subsidy, 
and therefore this one shCi>uld, for the purpose, I suppose, of making 
a.n equal distribution of the spoils; and when the account is thus 
·squared we will abandon all such subsidy schemes, and start afresh 
in. the race of pure progress and honest government. 

The Union Pacific subsidy was, in my judgment, wrong, although 
attempted to be excused as a war measure. But the Texa.s Pacific has 
not even this pretext. It stands alone, without excuse, in all its naked, 

..hideous deformity; and State granges, State Legislatures, New Or­
leans conventions, and theCongres.~ of the United States are besieged 
with lobbyists, the paid hirelings of this-company, toec1ucate a public 
sentiment and procure votes in favor of this enormous proposition. 
The only explanation I can think o:{ for this unseemly proceeding is 
the fact that the misfortunes of this company grow largely out of its 
own misconduct. There have been some other causes at work to un­
dermine its own credit besides the panic of 1873. It seems to be diffi­
cult to get at the :financial status of this road, but in the literature 
on this subject t.here crops out a reference to the California and Texas 
·Construction Company, which seems to be a sort of paraaite upon the 
parent company and which played the same part to it as the Credit 
Mobilier did to the Union Pacific. If any person wishes to convince 
me that this corporation is deserving of national a-ssistance, I ask him 
to submit a copy of the contract between these parties and a tran­

.script of the accounts between them. We are continually pointed to 
the Pacific Railroad chartered in 1862 for a precedent for this. 

Sir, it is not a good precedent to follow. In the first place there 
never could be but one first Pacific Railroad, and the like argument 
could never be used again anymore than powder can be twice burned. 
But it seems to be forgotten that the first road to the Pacific was 

·Chartered during the time of war by a republican Congress-repub­
lican in both branches. It wa.s done under a pretext and shelter of 
the war power of the Constitution, and grave reasons. of state were 
alleged for its exercise. But no such pretense can be made, no such 
shelter taken, no such re¥dn assigned now. What war power can 
be invoked for this Texas Pacific road Y So :(ar as the caae cited is a 
precedent, however, it is one to be taken as .a warning rather than a 
beacon-light; an example to be shunned rather than one to be fol­
lowed. It will be remembered that not long after the Union Pacific 
road was finished an investigating committee of Congress brought to 
light the fact that very considerable portions of this government 
bounty traveled by a little roundabout channel into the pockets of 
several members, the eminently virtuous portion of the republican 
party. Alas that it should be so! Some also stuck to the fingers of 

.a few democrats. There is no excuse for those few, and should be 
but little sympathy. They had been taught better and ought to have 
known better. . • 

How long, Mr. Speaker, if this bill shall become a law, before we 
may have the degrading spectacle of a similar committee delving 

-into corruption and dragging into the light the same sort of petty 
thieving and malfeasance on the part of some who are very free in 
their censure of their fellows and who are doing their utmost to repeat 
the blunders and mistakes of the republicans during the war, as if 
they were more anxious for the spoils than the success of theirparty. 

There remains to be examined that other plea of doing justice to 
the South. Nothing could well be more specious and delnsive than 
this; nothing more insincere. To ask the Government to guarantee 
fifty years of interest on $38,750,000 bonds of this railroad company 
at 5 per cent. in coin, amounting to nearly $97,000,000, all of which it 
says it will promptly repay, as a mea-sure of justice to tho South, 
sounds like trifling with a serions subject. 

In the first place, this Texas Pacific Company is not. the South, and 
the two ought not to be confounded. This company, so far as it has 
..any local habitation, has its head, its seat of power and author\ty, in 
<the offices of a P9nnsylvania Railroad Company in the city of Phila-

.. 

delphia. Two-thirds of its stockholders and nine-tenths of its capi­
tal and debt are held in and around that concern. . Is this a boon to 
the South T Will not the owners of a road terminuting at Philadel­
phia on the one seaboard and the same owners of another road termi­
nating at the other seaboard make the ons road contxibute to the 
other l The South wants and needs and ought to have a real and 
substantial justice, not a mere sop. I trust no southern man will be 
content to rest the claims and needs of his section ~any such doubt­
fu}, shifting, and precarious ba-sis as this Texas anu Pacific subsidy. 
I may add that had it been intended to so frame a bill from the 
operation of which all the great arteries of transportation . across the 
Southern States as well as my State were to be shut out, it c.onld 
hardly have been more successful than this one. 

But even if the money were to be handled by southern men and 
the proceeds to be spent on southern territory, this road in its pres­
ent bauds will not be a southern road. Quite the reverse. It is 
liable to be turned into the deadliest foe a proper southern road 
could have. As has been suggested, how can the South expect to 
reap due advantage from the construction of this road if it is to be, 
as it will be, controlled. from end to end by these Pennsylvania mil­
road kings T With the Atlantic end and the Pacific end 9f the line 
in the same hands, one part will be made to work for the advantage 
of the other part. All the through business gotten hold. of at either 
end will be kept, controlled, and managed in the interest of Colonel 
Scott's roads, in spite of all your statutory prohibitions. How are 
the southern cities, New Orleans or Memphis, for example, to get any 
considerable portion of the through travel or through freight when 
it can be run over the Saint Louis bridge and from these lines north 
of the Ohio River, which are worked in the same interesU I1?would 
be an extension of the Central Pennsylvania road. 

My idea is that if it m proposed, in good faith, to do something for 
the South of a useful, substantial, and enduring character, a proper 
plan should be formed, and roads terminating at Memphis, Vicks­
burgh, and New Orleans should con verge in Texas and continue on till 
met by the road from the Pacific. If it is to be built with money from 
the Treasury, and as a matter of justice to the South, why not create 

· a corporation specially for the purpose, composed of southern men; 
and definitely locate the lines to ana thron~h southern cities, and 
then, if aid must be given, give enough to build a complete and har­
monious system of railroad lines, a.s has been proposed by Senator 
JOHNSTON, of Virginia. You will bear in mind I am not a befxever 
in the policy or the power of Congress to do either; but I mention 
this to show the utter insufficiency of this bill to either provide a 
road for the benefit of the South or to equalize the distribution of 
public moneys as between the sections of this Union. 
. It is only a question of time when this road will be built without 

Government aid. Before long private capital at home and abroad 
will seek investment in railroads, mines, and furnaces throughout 
the country. Since this Texns Pacific road was commenced, the Cali­
fornians, with the advantage of their gold and silver mines, their 
vast expanse of wheat fields, and characteristic energy, have pushed 
their end of the through line forward faster than this mismanaged 
Texas Pacific company has done. Of the two thousand miles int.er­
val between San Francisco and the net-work of roads in East Texa-s, 
one-third, the harder portion of the whole, has been completed dur­
ing the past five years; •and now the same interest has begun the 
miudle third of the line, and promises to have its track to the Rio 
Grande within three years, a distance of thirteen hundred and twenty 
miles. The work accomplished at that end jusiifies the belief that 
this prediction may be correct; and there can be little doubt that t.his 
much done, the whole problem of a lower route to the Pacific is vir­
tually solved, and the entire work will be successfully accomplished 
without the aid invoked by this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had too much extravagant legislation within 
the past twelve or fifteen years· too much that favors classes, cor­
porations, and monopolies; too llttle for the people. The result is 
that the few have been made rich, while the many have become 
poorer. It is time to call a halt in this ruthless work of legislative 
infamy. Tl1e consequences are seen and felt everywhere. They are 
widespread and far-reaching, and felt in peasant huts and crowded 
cities, on the filrm, in the mines and shops, in all industrial pursnits 
throughout our wide domain. Sir, do gentlemen want to do justice 
to the South f Is the plea made in good faith 'I Then, let lofty 
patriotism and high-toned statesmanship be manifested by gentle­
men on this ioor, by the prompt repeal of the jurol's' test-oath, so 
that virtue, intelligence, honesty, and capacity can be brought into 
the jury-box in the Southern States; so that justice and right shall 
take the place of corruption and wrong. 

Do yon desire to do justice to the South f Then r~peal without. tie­
lay the laws authorizing marshals, deputy marshals, and assis~antR 
to be appointed, and who, 11.nder the law, are numerously appomted 
to control elections in the interest of the republican party. Do you 
mean to do justice to tlle South f Then issue no more interest-bear­
ing bonds. Let the public debt be decreased as rapidly as possible, 
without any increase of taxation. Remove as far as yon are able, 
and as fast as can be done, all the obstructions to the liberty and 
prosperity of the South. Give inspiration by kindly legislation, and 
the whole South will soon join in the march of progress and con­
tribute largely, more largely than she can now, to the wealth and 
honor of our common country. Do the e things and the South and 

• 
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North, East and West, will forget all sectional jealousies and hates, 
and .animated by a common inspiration, under one flag, one bond of 
union, one aim, having one destiny, will feel that they have found 
the shiboleth to peace, happiness, and unity-theloveof our country. 

We are reminded that the Legislatures of two or three Southern 
Stat.es have passed resolutions favoring the construction of this road in 
t he manner proposed by this bill. I believe this is true. But in doing so 
they doubtless proceeded upon the theory that this was the only chance 
for the South to gain an enlargement and extension of her transporta­
tion routes to the Pacific coast; that it would be, if not a strictly south­
ern road, better than no road at all. But since the most of them were 
adopted, events have marched with such rapidit.y and have so pre­
cipitated the solution of this question that, I doubt not, if it were to 
be passed upon again, with the lights which this House has upon the 
whole subject, a very different result would be reached. I make the 
prediction t'bat, whether this bill shall become a law or not, within a 
very few years at farthest, the people of those States will see occa­
sion to change their views materially. 

I beEeve two years ago Alabama passed such resolutions. I am 
informed that its Legisl12>tnre, now in session, only a few days ago laid 
upon the table similar resolutions by a large majority, thereby put­
t ing the stamp of disapprobation upon this subsidy scheme. I have 
been reminded that the Legislature of my State, a short time since, 
.adopted resolutions instructing Senators and requesting Representa­
tives to vote for this bilL I have no doubt that lobbyists were there 
who presented a one-sided view of this question by referring to the 
fact that this had been done for a northern road and justice required 
that it should be done for a southern one, and that the legislative 
body· moved by the plausibility of the arguments offered and actu­
ated by kindly sympathy and friendship for the South and its people, 
.and without the means· at command to investigate the matter, was 
induced to adopt such resolution. But I am happy to be able to state, 
that a few days since, after investigating the matter for themselves, 
with a heroism and intelligence worthy the freemen of our mountain 
.State, and actuatEct by what upon careful investigation they found 
to be right, reversed their former action and remitted the question 
to the discretion and judgment of their Senators and Representatives. 

This leaves us free and untrammeled to vote for or against any one 
()r all the propositions that may come before this House touching this 
road. Indeed, I have almost reached the conclusion that it will be 
in ·the interest of economy, purity, and honest government to v,.ote 
~gainst any proposition which is supported and backed up by an ever 
present, persistent, thronging lobby. If a proposition shall possess 
merit it will be manifest without such influence. If such aids are 
called in to secure legislation, it suggests to my mind, at once, the 
.absence of merit. This might not always be a safe mle by which to 
be governed. but generally it seems to me it would be correct. 

Mr. Speaker, this policy of affording Government aid to private cor­
porations is not to be measured alone by what appears on the face of 
this bill. It is far-reaching. This is but the opening of a long chapter, 
and its support by democrats would be a sad commentary on their 
proposed economy, retrenchment, and reform. It would destroy con­
fidence in their pledges -to decrease the burden!'! of the people by les­
sening taxation as far as they are able to do so. If we grant this 
company money or credit to build a railroad, why not hundreds of 
others f Why not all others "' Where are we to stop f 

It is, I believe, the deliberate judgment of the more thoughtful 
portion of this Honse, and of this side of it, that such schemes are 
demoralizing and debauching our political system. It is teaching a 
new and dangerous doctrine to our young men. The harm which it 
has done already is but a specimen of what would follow the contin­
uance of such policy. Our party platforms, State and national, very 
generally condemn the subsidy policy to all private corporations 
-especially railroad.s. It leads to corruption, extravagance, fuvoritism, 
and misgovernment. In voting agai,nst this bill I am satisfied that I 
will be in good company, with those who wish to preserve the purity 
and glory of our form of government; "'fith those who mean to trans­
mit the blessings of free government to coming generations. 
· Finally, the public Treasury belongs to the whole people; the 

public domain was acquired by common blood and treasure; and 
neither should be used or prostituted to the unconstitutional pur­
pose of fostering private enter,rises. The doctrine is dangerous 
and corrupting and ruinous. The practice is destructive of the best 
interests of the people, by increasitlg their burdens, .which are already 
too heavy. I cannot and will not assent to it or vote for it . My 

· judg ment condemns it ; and in the interest of f-ree government and 
an overburdened and tax-ridden people, in the name and by ·the 
authority of an industrious, honest, and intelligent constitnetfcy, I 
enter a solemn and earnest protest against the use of the public 
treasm:e, whether lands or money, to build up private corporations. 
I want railroads built, and in a proper way will go. as far as any 

• ()De to build and protect them in all proper rights and franchises; 
but let them be built in the future, as they have chiefly been. in the 
past., by private or associated capital. If worth building, if when 
()Ompleted they will pay, capital will· build them for the profits to be 
derived. If not worth building, if they will not yield a revenue 
when done, then the Government should have nothing to do with 
them . But whether profitable or unprofitable, the General Govern­
ment ought not to build railroads for any private corporation. The 

people ought not be taxed for such purposes, and nev-er shall be with 
my consent. 

REVISION OF PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. DEERING. Mr. Speaker, it is the duty of this Congress to di­
vest our patent laws of a certain taint of tyranny and oppression that 
is not creditable to our form of government. In their present form, 
and as these laws are now interpreted and enforced by the courts, 
public rights are at a discount and are a!lmost entirely ignored. We 
are living at an age when the rights of the people are supposed to 
be considered and respected, and any law that fails to recognize and 
protect those rights will not be long tolerated. 

Wise provision was made in the Constitution for authors and in­
ventors, with a view to the spread of useful arts and the progress of 
science, but that provision has certainly been diverted from its orig- • 
inal design by class legislation. Those who framed that instrument 
never contemplated a system that would anthqrize or permit an army 
of swindlers to prey upon communities and plunder the unwary and 
unsuspecting. 

No intelligent person could or should be insensible to the debt of 
gratitude we owe to inventors, for the discovery and perfection of new 
and useful arts in this country. To their genius and labor are we in 
the West indebted for such facilibies and improvements as have en­
abled the agriculturist to compete successfully with those in the East­
ern States, and to find a market for his products on the seaboard or 
across the ocean. But, sir, in protecting these inventors it certainly 
is not necessary that we should either entrage the rights of the people, 
or perp~tnate a system of patent-right swindling. Out of the system, 
as now constituted, abuses have grown up that have so harassed 
and annoyed the people in Iowa as to become utterly unbearable, 
and from all parts of the State they are sending up their appeals and 
indignant protests. It is possible that we cannot redress past or ex­
isting grievance::t, but we certainly have the power to provide a rem­
edy for these evils in the future . 

Within the last sixty days, sir, in many of the counties in the dis­
trict which I have the honor to represent, societies have been or­
ganized for protection from this oppression, and against the unjust 
exactions of these patent-right sharpers. Hundreds of the law-abid­
ing and intelligent citizens have joined these protective associations. 
And it is not strange. It wonld be strange if it were otherwise. A 
dispatch to one of the Chicago papers from Des Moines states that 
upward of two hundred drive-well cases were filed in the Federal 
courts in one day; that in one city, near by, a single attorney is pre­
paring papers for more than one thousand cases ; and that the attor­
neys for the pateutee of the iron barbs for wire-fences are preparing 
papers for upward of four thousand cases in the Federal courts in 
our State. Hundreds, if not thousands, of the unwary and unsuspect­
ing farmers in my district will no doubt be compelled, by threats and 
intimidation, either to yield to the extortionate demands of these 
plunderers, and pay $10 or $20 each to claimants, or be dragged ~me 
hundred and fifty miles away from their homes, at great inconvenience 
and expense, to make . defense in the Federal courts-ten or twenty 
dollars for purchasing innocently, in open market, an article the en­
tire cost of which would not, as I am informed, exceed $3. 

Sir, I believe that this system of legaliZed oppression and extor­
tion has been already tGo long endured, and that the patent laws 
should be modified with as little delay as possible. I am aware that 
objection will be raised that by any such interference as is contem­
plated the honest inventor would be despoHed of his constitutional 
rights, and that the spirit of invention and discovery would be re­
pressed, if not destl'oyed. But, sir, the history of inventors does not 
bear out the latter assumption. On the contrary, it does show that 
pecuniary advantage has not usually been the stimulating induce­
ment with this class of iiscoverers. 

The inventive genius in America, like that of the poet or philoso­
pher, cannot be materially increased or diminished by pecuniary con­
siderations. It is not often-the meritorious inventor that reaps the 
reward or realizes the profit of his industry and skill, but the greedy 
speculator, who lurks at the door of his workshop and makes neces­
sity his opportunity. From him it passes again into the hands of a 
class of adventurers who roam over the conn try as agents or assignees 
for counties and States, and who often seek to live off the earnings 
of the people by irregular means and methods. They are generally 
of that class who prefer the game 'of chance to any regular business; 
who are anxious to realize large profits from slender means and 
efforts; men who always contrive to get on in the world without hard 
work. They do not scruple to palm off any of the ten or fifty thou­
sand of utterly worthless patents, or to extort sums of money on 
unjust allegations of infringement. 

Sir, this evil can be easily corrected, and without impairing the 
rights of the inventor or disturbing materially our present system of 
patents. The patent law should be so changed as to hold the man­
nfactw:er or vendor, or both, alone responsible to the patentee for 
infringement of his rights. The bill which I introduced on the 7th 
day of January last does not propose to divest the patentee of any 
just right or, as I believe, of any constitutional right. It simply pro­
poses a change in the method of securing redress. When an1 person 
shall nnlawfiill.y take and apply any principle on which the mventor 
has procured a patent, and shall manufacture articles which involve 

• 
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that patented principle, it simply regulates the remedy. The Con­
stitution says: 

Con11:ress shall have power to secure, for limited times, to authors and in>entors 
the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries. 

We observe that Congress has absolute control of the matter, and 
need not necessarily grant them any privileges at all, and may limit 
their privileges to a Single day; but if any right is granted it must 
ue "tho exclusive right." Right to what 4J Clearly enough to any 
advantage or profit there may be in manufacturing and selling any 
article or implementwhich involves the new principle. And when that 
profit or royalty has been once realized or collected, from either maker 
or vendor, then the spirit and intent of the Constitution has been 
complied with. Punishment of the manufacturer, who willfully vio­
lates tho rights of the patentee, or the dealer who sells such article 
~nlawfully, for gain or profit, should be the inventor's remedy, and 
should be by a consideraHon in money or by imprisonment, c;>r both, 
in the discretion of the court. This should deter irresponsible or in­
solvent parties from infringement, and should terminate the praotice 
of pursuing and harassing the innocent purchaser. 

I£, sir, as we have supposed, laws are enacted for the protection of 
all citizens alike, from injustice and oppression, then is this patent 
law, in its present form, a conspicuous failure. · I will show by a few 
plain illustrations that its requirements are utterly indefensible. The 
man who goes to the manufacturer, or on the open market, and pur­
chases a patented article for personal use, and not for sale or profit, is 
now required to know. the entire history of that patent, and whose 
particular device he is purchasing; to know that the dealer is au­
thorized to sell that identical article, and that he is acting squarely 
with the patentee. 

Now, sir, allow me t-o show that thiB is not only unreasonable but 
is absolutely preposterous. Let us take for illustration the articles 
of barbs on wire for fence. I find in response to inquiries a.t the 
Patent Office that 114 different patents have already been issued on 
this one kind of fence. On another implement, the corn-planter, I 
:find there are 647 patents. On the machine for shelling corn 378 
patents have been issued. Now, sir, when gentlemen will consider 
that we are now issuing yearly in this country about 15,000 patents 
they will realize the injustice of the present law. Are our farmers 
to wade thron~h this vast labyrinth of inventions, and the records 
and papers inmdent thereto, before they shall venture to purchase a 
corn-planter or a. roll of wire for actual use Y If so, then may Heaven 
protect them. But, sir, this is all wrong. Persons should be allowed 
to purchase with impunity on the open market, and without this lia­
bility to be pounced upon and plundered by sharpers and swindlers.! 
From this annoyance and abuse there is now neither safeguard or 
protection. 

I do not con tern plate extending my remarks to a general discussion 
of our patent laws. 'l'ha.t duty belongs more properly to members of 
the Committee on Patents. I do, however, desire to say in conclu­
sion: th&t while the Senate bill does not correct all the defects in 
existin~ laws, nor all the evils complained of, yet it does provide par­
tial rehef, and is probably the best we can hope for at this advanced 
stage of a short session. If we should now substitute another bill, or 
add to this important amendments, it would require action on the 
part of the Senate, and would put in jeopardy all tba.t has been thus 
far accomplished. . 

Under existing patents, and pending claims for infringement, there 
are vested rights which we cannot disregard, and which Congress 
could not extinguish by legislation, but the power does rest with Con­
~ess to regulate proceedings, and the manner of securing those rights. 
T.nis the 'Vindom amendment, in section 3 of the bill; is designed to 
accomplish, and wiU, if it shall become a law, provide reasonable 
protection for those who are now exposed to unjust prosecution. This 
amendment would have been improved had it required the claimant 
for alleged infringement to :first notify the party from whom dam­
ages are claimed, and to fix a sum which he would accept in settle­
ment of the claim before snit should be brought. 

Under all pa.tents that may be hereafter issued, Congress also has 
the power, as I believe, to indicate the parties against whom snits 
may be brought, and from whom damages for alleged infringement 
may be recovered. The bill introduced by me would, if passed, hold 
harmless the purchaser for actual use of anypatent.that maybe here­
after issued, and place the remedy against the manufacturer or vendor 
thereof. It would also change the manner of proceeding in cases of 
alleged infringement of existing patents, so as to protect the rights 
of all parties alike. 

I feel, sir, that the power exists in Congress to ena.Ct such law, and 
that the people have a right to expect such relief at our hands. If it 
shall appear, however, that I am wrong in these conclusions, and that, 
as some believe and declare, we have not that power, then will it 
also appea.r that the Windom amendment, in section 3 of this bill, is 
also in conflict with the Constitution, and Congress powerless to re­
dress these wrongs or to protect the people in their just ri(J'hts. 

r shall vote for the bill, sir, in full confidence that it win be sus­
tained by the courts, and in the hope that another Congress will take 
up and advance the work to completion. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES .A.MO:!'\G FAR.."\£ STOCK. 

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the bill to which I wish to call 
attention, ~nd the l!assage of which cannot be too strongly urged 

upon this House, is one I introduced on the 6th of May last, to pre 
vent the importation and spread of contagions diseases among farm. 
stock. The object and purport of the bill is to establish a commis­
sion to consist of three persons, one a competent and skilled veteri­
nary surgeon and the other two practical farm-stock breeders, to be 
appointed by the President of the United States by and with the 
~dvice and consent of the Senate, whose business it shall be to have 
charge of the investigatien ef all kinds of coBtagious diseases among 
farm stock, their causes, means of prevention and cure, and the best 
means of preventing their importation from abroad and their spread 
in the Unite<.l States. The bill makes it the further dntv of the com­
mission to report to Congress from time to time such measures as in 
their judgment it is desirable for Congress to Mopt to aid in accom­
plishing the object sought, and transfers from the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the commission the power to determine when the law 
(section 2493 of the Revised Statutes of the United States) prohibit­
ing ~he importation of neat cattle from any foreign country into the 
United States shall be suspended. 

This measure is of the highest importance to that portion of the 
country in which the agricultural interests are predominant. It is 
a. practical proposition in the interest of the farmer and stock-grower. 
The profits of the agriculturists are not all derived from the growth 
of agricultural,prodncts, but largely from the raising of cattle, horses, 
sheep, hogs, and other animals. The charms of country life consist 
not a.lone in fruits ancl flowers and :fields of growmg grain, but like­
wise in flocks and herds and lowing kine. No measure, therefore, 
can be more beneficial to the farmer than the one under considera­
tion,• whether we consult his interests or his plea.sn,re. 'Vhen we­
reflect upon their great value and commercial importance aud•the 
general interests aftected, we wonder that greater attention has not 
heretofore been given to the prevention, extermination, and cure of 
contagious diseases among domestic animals. 

The extent of the ·agricultural interests appears from the numbers 
engaged in the busihess. The statistics are a.s follows : 

1870, (census.) 1878. 

Occupations of male population over 
ten years of age. 

~umber. 

Agriculture . . • . • • .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. 5, 922, 471 
Manufacturing and mining ...•.•.... __ . 2, 707, 421 
Professional and persona.! • • • . • • . . . • . • . . 2, 684, 793 
Trade, commerce, and transportation .. _ 1, 191, 238 

Per 
cent. 

47.35 
21.65 
21.47 
9.52 

Number. 

7, 600,000 
2, 900, 000 
3, 000,000 
1,500, 000 

Per 
cent. 

50.66 
19.33 
20.00 
10.00 

Total males over ten years in all ------:----1-----1----­
occupations........... ... • • • . • .. 12, 505, 923 15,000,000 

lf•we consider entire population of all ages and sexes, about one­
h~ or twenty-three million are engaged in farming and stock 
ratsmg. 

The estimated value of farm or domestic animals is the following : 

Classes of stock. 

Horses .......................................... .. 
Cattle ............................................ . 
Sheep . . ........ -· . ........... ---·--·-·· .... ___ ... .. 
Hogs ............................................. . 

1876. 

~.w. 000, 000 
615, 000, 000 

€11,000, 000 
171, 000, 000 

1e77. 

$600, 000, OBO 
628, 000, 000 
80,600,000 

160, 839, 000 

Total ............ --- .....• -.................. 1, 477, 000, 000 1, 469, 439, 000 

The estimated value of farm animals for 1878 is $1,845,584,863. The 
annual losses from contagious diseases cannot be de:finit.ely n.scer­
tained, but from reports received from 1,125 counties the losses foot 
up as follows: Hogs, 10,091,483; all other animals, "6,561,945, mak­
ing a total of 16,653,428. These reports .are from less than half the 
counties in the several StateS and Territories ; and it is the opiniQn 
of the Commissioner of Agriculture that the loss in the United States 
from contagious and infectious diseases among domestic animals ag­
gregates the enormous sum of $30,000,000 annually. 'l'he great Yalne 
of farm stock and the large annual loss occurring from contagions 
diseases render it highly necessary that some measures be taken to 
investigate the causes of these diseases and if possible to exterminate 
them and prevent their spread. Much may be done and much has 
been done by the States in some instances jn checking their spread, 
but they are carried from one State to another by means of inter­
state commerce to such an extent that many of them are beyond the 
control of the State governments. 

Measures to be effective must be universal. The regulations of one 
State may be ever so stringent, and neglect on tke part of a neigh­
boring State will render its precaution utterly futile. But the States • 
have not the power to enact the necessary legislation on the subject. 
Many of the Western States attempted to prevent the spread of Texas 
fever by prohibiting tlie driving or conveying any Texas, :Mexican, 
or Indian cattle into or through them during the summer months. 
These statutes, however, have r~cently been declared unconstitu­
tional by the Supreme Court of the United States for the reason, as 
the Supreme Court say, "they are a plain intrusion upon the exclu­
sive domain of Congress." In the case of Railroad Company ag:~.inBt. 
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Husen (5 Otto, 465) the court announce t.he following opinion. I The quantity and value of fresh beef exported to foreign countries 
read from the syllabus. during the last three years were as follows: 

The statute of Missouri whlc4 prohibits driving or conveying any Texas, Mexi­
c:an, or Indian cattle into the State between the 1st day of March and·the.lst day 
of November, in each year, is in conflict with the clause of the Constitut:ton:tha.t 
ordains "Congress shall have power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, 
and among the several States, and with the Indian tribes." 

The court further say : 
Whatever may be the nature of the police power of a State it cannot be exer­

cised o>er a subject confided exclusively t~ Congress by the Federal Constitution. 
It cannot invade the domain of the National Government. 

Unless Congress takes some action in the premises the North and 
West are without any adequate protection against the fearful ravages 
of Texas fever, liable at any time to be carried to all parts of the 
North and West by the shipment of Texas, Mexican, or Indian cattle 
into or through them. 

It affects commerce between the States, the regulation of which 
belongs exclusively to Congress. Article 1, section 8, Constitution 
of the United States, provides: 

The Congress shall have power to reg__ulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several States, and with tpo mdian tribes. 

The subject of contagious diseases among stock has received the 
most careful consideration by the British government, and recently 
(in August, 1878} an elaborate act was passed by Parliament, entitled 
"An act for making better provision respecting contagious and in.,. 
fections diseases of cattle and other animals," that contains provis­
ions commensurate with the important interests affected. The act 
authorizes the privy council or any two of them to make orders for 
the . regulation and government of local authorities, persons, ports, 
towns, districts, places, areas, vessels, or things, to issue and revoke 
licenses, the appointment and removal of inspectors and other offi­
-cers, and when any locality is infected it is the duty of the local 
inspector to give notice, and thereupon the place, with all lands, 
buildings, &c., becomes subject to the determination, declru:ation, 
and order of the privy council or any two of them. Inspectors are 
required to give notice to all owners of lands or buildings within one 
mile in any direction of the premises affected, and it is thereupon 
-considered and treated as part of the infected district. Local in­
spectors are provided for all parts of the kingdom, whose duty it is 
to notify the privy council as soon as any infection or contagion is 
discovered, and it is made their duty on such notice to asce1·tain 
whether the informa.tion is correct, and-if so to order and determine 
accordingly, ancl they may if they see fit in any case cause to be 
slaughtered any animal in any infected district and compensate the 
owners out of money provided by Parliament. 

This aet contau1s th~ following important provision, interesting to 
Americans in view of the important and increasing trade in live stock, 
{particularly the cattle trade,) between this country and England: 

The privy council may from time to time make such general or special orders 
.as they think fit for prolllbiting the landing of animals or any specified kind thereof 
or of carcasses, &c., brought from any specified foreign country ~r any specified 
part thereof. 

Under the anthori ty conferred by this act the privy council, in De­
-cember last, issued an order absolutely prohibiting the landing of any 
kind of animals in Great Britain from the following foreign countries: 
The Austrian-Hungarian Empire, the dominions of the King of the 
Hellenes, the dominions of the King of Italy, the Principality of Mon­
tenegro, tho Principality of Ronmania-, the dominions of the Emperor 
of Russi..c'l>, and th~ dominions of the Sultan, including the province 
-of Bosnia and HerzegoVina. Stringent orders were issued and are 
still in force fqr quarantine regulations and for landing at certain 
.specified wharves and for slaughtering under certain specified regu­
lations all animals from all foreign countries, except, until further 
·OI·dered, the United States and Her :Majesty's possessions in North 
A.me1·ica; and one or two other countries were allowed to land without 
being subject to the orders of prohibition under the act of 187.8, or 
the orders to slaughter or to quarantine ; .but .pri vate dispatches have 
been received during the p1·esent week by some of our leading cattle­
shippers to Europe from their private agents in London, stating that 
on the 8th of February the privy council of the British government 
issued an order restricting the landing. of live cattle from the United 
States to certain ports of that kingdom after the 28th instant, where 
they will be snbj3ct to quarantine and slaughter restrictions. 

If we do not take some action th..:'lt will indicate to Great Britain 
that we are alive to the importance of this question and are willing 
to aclopt such precautionary measures as will render it entirely safe 
for them to free us fTom these restrictions the American cattle trade 
with England is ended. This trade has already assumed large pro­
-portions and bids fair to become of vast importance to thls country. 
Within the last few y~ars the exportation of fresh beef and live ani­
mals, particularly cattle, has attracted general attention. It is be­
coming an illiportant enterprise. It has been demonstrated that 
American cattle can compete successfully in the English markets. 
Beef shipped tloes not compete qnite so well -because of the difficulty 
of preserving it in good condition; but this trade is increasing, owing 
to improved methods of preservation. In the live-stock market it is 
different., and our stock-raisers if not hampered by unfriendly trade 
.regulations can compete success:(ully. The production of beef-cattle 
is largely on the increase in the United States and is likely to become 
one of the most impottant branches of our foreign trade.' }-,rom the 
Bureau of Statistics I learn: 

Year ending .June 30. Pounds. 

1A76...... •.•••.• .•••• .•.••• .••••• •••••• .••.•••• •• . . . . . . .. 4, 370,000 
1877 ••••••••••••.•.••.••..••.••.••••••.••••.•• -. • • . • • • . • • . 49, 210, !)90 
1878 ••••••.•••••• -- ••••• ·• • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . . • • . . • • . 54, 046, 771 

Value. 

$349,100 
4,552, 523 
5, 009,856 

O.f the total value of fresh beef exported 99.13 per cent. was shipped 
to Great Britain and Ireland. The value of the exports of live ani­
mals dm;ing the. last three years was as follows : 

Year ending .June 30. .Value. 

1876 . • • • • • . • • • . • . • . • • • . • . • . • . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • • • . . • • • . • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • . $2, 436, 287 
1877 ...•.•.......... •·•··• ...•.•..•.••.•••••. : ..•• ········-·. .•.•••.... 3, 3"...5, 203 
1878 . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • . . . . . • • • • • • . . • • • • . • • . . • • . 5, 844, 653 

The value of the exports of live animals during the last fiscal year 
is eight times the value of such exports ten years ago. Fifty-five per 
cent. of the entire exports of live animals was to Great Britain and 
Ireland, and of the whole amount 67 per cent. was cattle. 

The growth of the exportation of cattle to Great Britain duriag 
the last five years was as follows : 

Year ending .June 30. 

1874 .••... •• : • ••.•..••...•.•..••.•.••••••.••...•••..•••••• 
1875 .•..•..••.••••••.......••••• ·····---~---··· .•••••..••. 
1876 .•••••. ·•·•·· .•.•...••••..••••..•••••••....••••••.••. 
1877 .••.••.................•..••.••••••••..••.. ··•••··••·· 
1878 .•••••••••.••.••.••• · .•..•••••.....••.. ············-· • . 

Number. 

123 
110 
244 

5, 091 
24,982 

Value. 

113,800 
73,000 
31,!!20 

546,820 
2,408,843 

The exports of live cattle during the first ftve months of the cor 
rent fiscal year, namely, July to November,tinclusive, in comparison 
with the exports of the same during the corresponding months of 
the preceding year, are shown as follows : 

Five months ending-

November, 1877 .•.•.•..................•....•...•.....••. 
November, 1878 .••.••••.•.•....•........•••.....•..•..••. 

Number. 

32,579 
65,715 

Value. 

1, 217,289 
4, 414,•000 

t-: 

The value of the exports of cattle during the year ended •June 30, 
1878, amounted to $3,896,818, whereaa the value of such exports 
during th13 first five months of this year a.mounted to 4,414,000, or 
$517,182 in excess of the exports of the entire preceding fiscal year. 
The necessities of our people require that we should be constantly on 
the lookout for new avenues of foreign trade, and will we not be in­
excusable if we permit that to slip through our fingers that is already 
withln our grasp. If we take no steps to stamp ont contagious and 
communicable diseases, we cannot complain of England if she adopts 
such orders and restrictions upon the shipment of live-stock from this 
as from other countries as will protect her own live-stock from dan­
ger. If we are negligent and careless as to the existence or spread 
of these diseaees, we cannot expect to maintain free and unrestricted 
commerce with England in the cattle trade. We should have a re­
sponsible tribunal whose business it is to investigate th~ subject and 
devise means for our own safety and the security of. our neighbors. 
It has been said, and I think with truth, that England is unnecessn.­
rily apprehensive, and that there is but little danger gf contagion 
being carried from this to that country. I presume this is true, and 
doubtless· it was for this reason that the United States were in the 
first ] place excepted from the orders establishing trade regulations 
under the contagious disease act. Our Commissioner of Agriculture, 
however, in his last annual report states that "pleuro-pneumonia 
has recently shown itself at two points in Virginia, Alexandria and 
Lynchburgh, where it was recently prevailing in a vlruleRt form." 

In view of this fact it is not strange that the privy council of 
England should withdraw the exception heretofore made i,n our 
favor until we take such a-ction as will satisfy them that no precau­
tion .. or discrimin~tion against the skipment of American cattle is 
necessary for their own protection. The pleuro-pneumonia was in­
troduced into England by the importation of a cow from Holland, 
iu 1842, and up to 1878 it has been estimated that she lost from the 
spread of this disease in deaths alone over six million head of cattle 
worth at least $500,000,000. It is not strange, therefore, that she 
should be decidedly sensitive on the subject of permitting live-stock 
to be shipped to her shores from a country where this disease e:rists 
or is reported to exist, and especially when that country takes no 
steps to ascertain the truth or falsity of the reports and adopts no 
measures for the extermination of the disease if it exists, or to pre­
vent its spread. The losses from contagions diseases among farm 
stock have been greater in America th:m in England, and we have 
greater interests to protect for the reason that the value of our farm 
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stock is much greater. The United States exceeds in the numbers of 
its farm stock any nation in· Europe except Russia. 

The following table shows the comparative numbers in the-United 
States, '"Prussia, and Great Britain: 

C~untries. Horses Cattle. Sheep. Swine. and mules. 

United States.------ . --- .. ·----- 11,149, 800 27, 870,700 35, 935,300 25, 7'26, 800 
Prussia .. _______ ..... -.- ... __ ... 3, 352, 237 7, 996, 818 22,262,087 4, 875,114 
Grea.t Britain and Ireland. ___ ._. 2, 790, 857 6,115, 491 30, 313,941 2, 42'2, 832 

While our domestic animals more than double in numbers t hose of 
England, we have no laws to prevent the spread of contagion, while 
England has an act so comprehensive in its provisions as to extend 
to .every owner of laud, building or cattle-shed in the kingdom, and 
to the extermination of any contagion that makes its appearance, 
and if necessary to the slaughtering of every infected animal and 
paying for it out of the pu"),lic treasury. We cannot afford to be in­
diiferent to this question. We are in imminent danger from the 
spread of pleuro-p11.eumonia, little less to be dreaded than the rinder­
pest. 

The disease was brought to America in 1!)43, and those ~ho have 
investigate~ the subject trace it from the Brooklyn c~ttle-yards, where 
it was first Imported from Holland, through a portwn of New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, and Massachusetts; likewise from New Jer­
sey ip.to Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. There are manifest indi­
cations that it now exists at Alexandxia and Lynchbnrgh, Virginia, 
and probably in the J?is.trict of Col?mbia an~ i~ some parts of Con­
necticut. The CommiSSIOner of AgrtCnlture, ill his last annual report, 
in reference to pleuro-pneumonia, says: 

At present the disease seems to be circumscribed by narrow limits, and-could bo 
extirpated with but little cost in comparison with the sum that would be required 
should the pla~e be communicated to the countless herds west of the .Alleghany 
:Mountains. This disea-se i.s of such a destructive nature as to have called f<rth for 
its immediate extirpation the assistance of every European government in which 
it has appeared, many of them having found it necessary to expend millions of dol­
lars in its suppression. The interests involved in this case are of so vast a character 
and of such overshadowing jplportance, both to the farming and commercial inter­
ests of the country, as to rt'!t)uire the active intervention of the Federal Govern­
ment for their protection, and for this reason the considerate attention of Congress 
is respectfully asked to this important matter. 

It may not be necessary to adopt measures as rigorous as those 
adopted by Great Britain, but we ought to have, as t:J;tey have in other 
countries, a system of well-regulat-ed laws on the subJect. As t-o what 
these laws shall be, should be carefully considered by this commis­
sion. When they have thoroughly investigated the whole matter 
and report their conclusions from time to time, Congress can act in­
telligently and provide whatever may be necessary in the way of 
legislation. The subject is one of great magnitude. Our farmers and 
stock-raisers have suffered and, unless some measures are adopted, 
must continue to suffer immense losses from the spread of foot-rot 
among sheep, cholera among swine, epizootiCs among horses, and 
rinderpest, Texas fever, and pleuro-pneumonia among cattle. The 
ravages of these diseases are almost incalculable. We should take 
action on this subj~ct if no other interests were involved than those ef 
the cattle trade alone. It is only in this way that we may hope to 
secure a modification of the proposed English trade regulations. 

If we do not take some steps looking to the extermination of con­
tagion and preventing its spread our live-stock will be practically 
excluded from foreign markets. I believe the · method propqsed by 
this bill the best that has been suggested. It is a matter of too much 
importance to be left to the Commissioner of Agriculture in view of 
the multiplied duties of hi& Department. The principal features of 
the measure were indorsed by the American Short-Horn Breeders' 
Association at a meeting held by them at Lexington, Kentucky, last 
fall; and the Ohio State Grange at its sixth annual session at Colum­
bus, Ohio, J?ecember 13, 1878, passed the following resolution: 

.Resolved That the Patrons of Husbandry of_the State of Ohio respectfully urge 
our N a.tio~l Con~ss to speedily pass !he bill (H. R. No. 4725) introduced by Hon. 
JoHNs. Jmms, of Ohio, to prevent the importation and spread of contagious dis­
eases among farm stock, ~. 

Let us pass this important measure and thereby evince a friendly 
interest in t.he great question of farming and stock~raising. 'Ve are 
too apt to dismiss without sufficient consideratioa all measures that 
are for the benefit of our agriculturists. I believe there were fifty­
six speeches made under t~e five-min'!lte rule last sessi?t;t comJ!li­
menting farmers and farmmg, but chiefly on th"b proposttion to m­
crease the pay of the laborers who scrub the floors of the Agricultural 
Department. I do not urge the passage of this bill because anxious 
to appear as the special champion of the farmer, although I agree 
with Cicero in the sentiment uttered by him nearly two thousand 
years ago, that " Of all gainful professions nothing is better, nothing 
more pleasing, nothing more delightful, nothing better becomes a 
man or a gentleman, than agriculture ; " but because I recognize in it 
a measure of vast practical ut:iolity, not only to the farmers a.nd stock­
gt·owers of a particular section, bnt to the entire agricultural and 
commercial interests of the whole country. 
. Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Mr. Sp"eaker, I have listened with close 

attention to the remarks just submitted by the gentleman from Ohio 

and cordially indorse what he has said touching the subject of con­
tagious diseases among cattle. I have examined carefully the bill 
which he introduced, and which I believe is now pending before the 
Committee on Agriculture. The shipping of live stock is an interest 
which in my district and in my State, and generally throughout the 
country, but especially in the West, has become an important and 
valuable one. From all I can le:un I doubt whether the cattle of this 
country are affected to any extent by contagious disease, although it 
may be true that some of these diseases do prevail in certain locali­
ties: They db not in the West, I know; but it has been said they exist 
about Washington and at one or two points in New England. The 
interest is so large and so important that the spread of any serious· 
contagions disease must be attended with great loss, and looking at 
it from every stand-point, I think i t is our duty to enact into law be­
fore adjournment the bill proposed by the gentleman from Ohio or 
one containing similar provisions. In the absence of any point of 
order being pressed, and I hope t he point of order will not be insisted 
upon, it might go upon the sundry civil bill. If, however, the point 
of order should be made and pressed, I hope the Committee on Agri­
cultme, having the subject in charge, will through its chairman 
move at an eady day to suspend the rules and pass tho bill. I doubt 
whether members who have not bad their attention called to it fully 
appreciate the steady {..'TOwth and present importance of the cattle­
raising industry in the United St:l.tes or the great interest manifested 
in it from the v aluable support it affords to our carrying trade. Some­
thing should be speedily done in its behalf, and the gentleman's prop­
osition is worthy of mature consideration and early action. 

A!IENDMENT OF PATENT LAWS. 

Ml'. DEAN submitted some remarks on the bill (S. No. 300) to amend 
the statutes relating to patents, and for other purposes, now before 
the Committee on Patents; which will appear in the Appendix. 

And then, on motion of Mr. DEERING, (at ten o'clock and thirty 
minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, ·&c., were present-ed at the Clerk's desk, 
under t.he rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Mrs. B. B. Shepard and 20 other 
women, of Manchester, New Hampshire, belonging to the First Con­
gregational church, for su<fu legislation ~s will make e~e~tive tho 
anti-polygamy law of 1862-to the Committee on the Judtciary. 

By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: A paper relating to the pension claim of 
Albert Thomas-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of cigar-makers of Saint Louis, Mis- · 
souri, against requiring coupon stamps on cigars-to the Committee 
of W a.ys anil Means. 

Also, the petition of the Saint Louis Holt and Nnt Manufacturing 
Company, relating to the duties on tin plate-to the same committee. 

By Mr. FREEMAN: Memorial of Louis Braner, concerning con­
tagious diseases, in particular yellow fever; its origin, progress, 
nature1and action, together with suggestions, remedifts, and improve­
ments ill sanitaries,hospital buildings, and appliances-to the commit­
tee on the origin, introduction, and prevention of epidemic disenses 
in the United States. 

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of th'a president and fa-culty of 
Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio, for a commission to inquire 
into the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Jndiciazy. 

By ..Mr. HATCHER: The petition of ladies of Caledonia, :Missouri, 
for such legislation as will make effective the anti-polygamy law of 
1862-to the same committee. 

By 1\lr. HUNTER: The petition of citizens of Lawrence County, 
Indiana, that the pension of John Voy lea be increased to an amount 
that will be a just and adequate compenS:l.tion for his injuries- to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORRISON: Memorial of the Illinois General Assembly, for 
pensions to soldiers of the Black Hawk and Mexican wars-to tho­
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions . 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of the Women's Christian Union and 
citizens of Carroll, Iowa, for a commission of inquiry concerning tho­
alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. REA: The petition of James W. Roberts, for the removal 
of the charge of desertion-to the Committee on Military Affairs-. 

Also, the petition of 'Villiam H. Fanning, of similar import-to the. 
same committee. 

By Mr. REILLY: The petition of manufacturers of and dealers in 
tobacco, ao-ainst the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 54:30) providing for 
coupon st~mps on cigars-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By 1\Ir. RICE. of Ohio: The petition of Joseph Overholt, to be re­
stored to the pension-roll-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of George Prince, for an increase" of pension-tO" 
the same committee. 

By Mr. SINNICKSON: The petition of20 citizens of Camden, New 
Jersey, against the bill (H. R. No. 1612) concerning patents-to th& 
Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Tho petition of citizens of White Oak, Mont­
gomery County, Illinois, for the establi~hment of .a post-rout_e ~om 
White Oak via Pawnee and Cotton H1ll, to Sprmgfi.eld, lllinms­
to tile Com~nittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

• I 
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