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the pending bill and all amendments shall be taken at two o’clock to-
morrow, and also that the notice previously given with regard to call-
ing up the revenue measure sl remain in_as full force to-morrow
as if the attempt were made to get it up to-night.

Mr. CONKLING. In other words the Senator proposes to substi-
tute for my motion a unanimons consent which has been refused, and
therefore hie drives me to test the sense of the Senate, which I now
insist upon testing on the question whether we shall adjourn until
eleven o'clock to-morrow, enabling the Senate then to govern itself
as it shall deem best.

Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator withdraw his motion one mo-
ment? I will renew it. I just want to make one statement which
will settle this matter, I think.

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator state his object 1 .

Mr. GORDON. My object is simply this: I nnderstand my friend
from Virginia to want the vote upon this question fixed for an earllﬁ
hour in order that he may bring up immediately thereafter a bi
which he has in charge.

Mr. WITHERS. No, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]
has it in charge —

Mr. GORDON. Which the Senator from Delaware has in charge,
but in which my friend from Virginia is very much interested. Now,
what I wish to say is this: if we set an hour, say two o'clock to-
morrow, we designate so many minutes to be occupied by the Sena-
tor from Maine in speaking upon this question. Isim}:ly want to
say to the Senate that as he is the senior Benator probably upon this
floor, having served longer than any one else, it certainly is due to
him that the friends of this bill should give him as much time as he
shall require to express his views. Itis due to any Senator, and it
certainly shonld be due to the man who is the senior of any gentle-
man who is here present; and though I am a friend of this bill and
expect to vote for it, I appeal to the Senate, and especially this side
of it, to give to that Senator the opportunity to express his views.

Mr. CONKLING. Now, Mr. President, I renew the motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New York moves
that the Senate adjourn until eleven o’clock to-morrow morning.

Mr. GORDON. No, Mr. President, I did not mean to displace the
request for a given time.

Mr. CONKLING. It displaces nothing; it leaves it exactly where
it was except that it moves us forward to eleven o'clock in the morn-
ing. Now Finsist on my motion.

geveml Senators addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is not debatable.

Mr. SARGENT. Let us have the yeas and nays.

Mr. CONKLING. By all means let us have the yeas and nays.

Several Senators addressed the Chair.

Mr. SARGENT. I object to everything except the regular order.

Mr. CONKLING. That is right.

Mr. BRUCE. I want to give a notice as to calling up a bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itisnotinorder. The SBenator from
New York moves that the Senate adjourn uuntil to-morrow morning
at eleven o’clock.

Mr. BAILEY. Iask the Senator from New York to withdraw the
motion for one moment, and I will renew it. I wish simply to un-
derstand the established business for to-morrow, for I wish to vote te
give the Senator from Maine an opportunity to speak ; but there is
a question of great importance to a large portion of this country to
be determined by a bill now pending and notice was given that to-day
a motion would be made to take it up. I wish to know whether that
notice will be considered as in force forto-morrow. If not, many of
us will be compelled to vote against the adjournment.

Mr. CONKLING. It leaves that question just where it wonld have
been otherwise.

Mr. DAWES. Just where it was.

Mr. BAILEY. But the notice was given for to-day. Will that
notice be considered as operative for to-morrow ¥

Mr. DAWES. As I understand it, the Senator from Delaware will
be in exactly the same position to-morrow as he is to-day.

Mr. BAYARD. I so understand, and I shall vote chiefly in view of
the convenience of the honorable Senator from Maine,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion to

journ until eleven o'clock to-morrow.

fr. BRUCE. I ask the Senator from California to yield.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Mississippi wishes
to be beard. Is there objection ! The Senator from Mississippi will
proceed. The Chair hears no objection.

Mr. BRUCE. I wish to give notice that on Monday, after the ex-
E-i.mtion of the morning hour, I shall endeaver to call up the bill (H.

No. 4318) to provide for the organization of the Mississippi River
improvement commission, and for the correction, permanent loca-
tion, and deepening of the channel and the improvement of the nav-
igation of sald Mississippi River, and the protection of its alluvial

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The guestion is on the motion of the
Senator from New York that the Senate do now adjourn until eleven
o’clock to-morrow.

The motion was agreed to; and (at eight o’clock and thirty-seven
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow at eleven o’clock
a, m.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FRrIDAY, February 14, 1879.

The House met at eleven o’clock a. m. Prayer by the Chaplain,
Rev. W. P. Harrisox, D. D

The Journal of yaat:er(iay'wa.s read and approved.
- MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMpsox, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed joint resolutions and bills of the
fol;g;:ldng titles, in which the concurrence of the House was re-
qu :

Joint resolution (8. No. 59) to provide for the publication and dis-
tribution of a supplement to the Revised Statutes ;

Joint resolution (8. No. 62) aunthorizing the printing of a portrait
of the late Joseph Henry to accompany the memorial volume hereto-
fore ordered i\

An act (8, No. 979) in relation to the payment of arrearages of
taxes and assessments in the District of Columbia; and

An act (8. No. 1691) giving the consent of Congress to an agree-
ment or compact entered into between the States of Virginia and
Maryland respecting the boundary of said States.

CHANGE OF NAME OF A VESSEL.

Mr. COBB, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6433)
anthorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue an American reg-
ister to the German-built brig Dos Hermanos, and authorizing the
owners of said brig to change the name of the same from Dos Her-
manos to H. Milne ; which was read a first and second time, referred
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

By unanimons consent, lgave of absence was granted to Mr. CHiT-
TENDEN, for five days.

SOLDIERS, ETC., OF THE MEXICAN WAR.

Mr. BANNING. I ask unanimous consent that the bill (H. R. No.
376) be taken from the Speaker's table and that the amendment of
the Senate thereto be concurred in.

There was no objection, and the bill (H. R. No. 376) for the pay-
ment of the officers and soldiers of the Mexican war of the tgree
months’ extra pay provided for by the act of July 19, 1848, was taken
from the 8 er’s table.

The amendment of the Senate was read, as follows:

At the end of the bill add the following :

Provided, That the provisions of this act shall inclu,

officers, seamen, and marines of the United States Navy, revenue-marine serv-
ice, and the officers and soldiers of the United States

ecution of said war. e T

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in.

Myr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend-
ment of the Senate was coneurred in ; and also moved that the motion
to reconsider be laid on the table. .

The latter motion was agreed to.

JAMES F. HARRISON.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask unanimousconsent for the passage
of & bill o yeinsvo the pulitioal diaaklties b Tames ¥, Hardsn

There was no objection, and the bill (H. B. No. 6434) to remove
the political disabilities of James F. Harrison, a citizen of Virginia,
received its several readings, and (two-thirds of the members voting
in favor thereof) was passed.

NATIONAL BENEFICIARY COLLEGE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. BUCKNER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R.
No. 6435) to establish a national beneficiary college in the District

of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed.

CAPTAINX JOSEPH IRISH.

Mr. ACKLEN. 1 call up the motion to reconsider the vote by which
the bill for the relief of Captain Joseph Irish was laid upon the table.
I ask that it be recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it bas been recommitted.

Mr. ACKLEN. No, it was not recommitted; it was laid upon the
table, and in the absence of objection I suppose that it can now be
recommitted.

The SPEAKER. To-day is private bill day, and the Chair is bound,
under the rules and by the general wish of the members of the House,
to consider private cuses only.

Mr. ACKLEN. Iunderstand it can be done by unanimous consent.

The SPEAKER. The Chairis informed that there is 8 motion pend-
ing to reconsider.

. ACKLEN. I wanted the motion by which the Dbill was laid
upon the table reconsidered, and the bill recommitted to the com-
mittee.

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and the bill is re-
committed to the committee.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT.

Mr. SOUTHARD. At the last session the Committee on Revision of
the Laws in relation to the election of President and Vice-President

also, the officers, petty
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reported a constitutional amendment. It is impossible to have it
considered at this session, and I ask that members be allowed to print
remarks thereon.

Mr. CONGER. What constitutional amendment is it ?

Mr. SOUTHARD. An amendment relating to the method of elect-
ing the President and Vice-President.

‘here was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly.
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I call for the regular order. -

NANCY DOUGLAS,

Mr. ROBERTS. I hope the gentleman will yield to me for a mo-
ment to allow me to offer from the Committee of Accounts a resolun-
tion which I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

Regolved, That there be paid out of th tingent fund of the Hi to N
Douglas, widowaof ]gmmnmlés, l;:t»e an e::lgfnoyé cff‘m this House, aasn?::uﬂ wmhﬂ'ys
pay for three months, and 1§1e proper funeral expenses.

The resolution was entertained and agreed to.

Mr. ROBERTS moved to reconsider the vote by wkich the reso-
lation was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. CONGER. I call for the regular order.

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the morning
hour will begin at fifteen minutes past eleven o’clock. This being
Friday the business during the morning hour is the call of commit-
tees for reports of a Erivata nature, beginning with the Committee
on Military Affairs, where the call at the close of the morning
hour on the last private bill day. :

CONDEMNED CANNON FOR MONUMENTAL PURPOBES, ETC.

The first business in order was the bill (H. R.No. 1811) donating
condemned cannon to Bayard Post, No. 8, Grand Army of the Repub-
lie, of Trenton, New Jersey, to be p\iaoed in a lot in Greenwood Ceme-
tery, Trenton, held as a free burial-place for ex soldiers, sailors, and
marines; reported from the Committee on Military Affairs with an
amendment.

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to Bayard Post,
No. 8, Grand Army of the Republie, of Trenton, New Jersey, ten con-
demned ecannon, to be placed in a lot in Greenwood Cemetery, Tren-
ton, held by said post as a free burial-ground for ex soldiers, sailors,
and marines who have been honorably discharged from the United
States service.

The amendment was to strike out *ten” and insert *four” as the
number of condemned cannon to be donated.

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, as amended, was ordered
to be engrossed and read a third time; and it was aceordingly read the
third time, and . ; -

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was to.

Mr. BANNING, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported
back, with a favorable recommendation, the joint resolution (H. R.
No. 207) authorizing the Secretary of War to send artillery and camp

uipage to the soldiers’ rennion at Cambridge, Ohio.
hoha joint resolution anthorizes the Secretary of War to send, from
some convenient Government arsenal, to be used at the national sol-
diers and sailors’ rennion at Cambridge, Ohio, to be held in August,
1879, four pieces of artillery, and such tents, muskets, and blank
cartridges as can be conveniently spared ; said cannon, tents, mus-
kets, &e., to be returned, after the holding of the rennion, in as like
good condition as when received.

The joint resolution was ordered to be en and read a third
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint
resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING. I am instructed by the Committee on Milita.léy
Affairs to report sundry bills, some with and some without amend-
ments, donating condemned cannon for monumental purposes in dif-
ferent parts of the country. In order to proceed more rapidly I ask
consent that they be read by their titles only and passed. There are
quite a number of them and the committee have agreed unanimously
to report them.

Mr, REED. I do not think we can pass more than one bill at a
time.

Mr. CONGER. The only objection is that applications for this
same kind of cannon——

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. EpEN.) The bills will be read.

Mr. CONGER. I do not object to the proposition of the gentleman
from Mr. Ohio, [Mr, BANNING.] But I desire to say that applications
from other places for these cannons have been refused heretofore,
and the bills have been reported adversely from the Committee on
Military Affairs.

Mr. BANNING. The committee have reported all the bills this

time.
Mr. CONGER. They did not last session.

Mr. BANNING. That may be.

Mr. CONGER. I know I made the request for this same thing for
the cemetery in the place where I live, and it was refused.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is of opinion that it will be
necessary to read each bill separately ; some of them are reported
with amendments.

Mr. BANNING, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported
back, withont amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5531 ting con-
demned cannon to Saint Clair Post, Grand Army of the Republic.

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to Saint Clair
Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at Saint Clair, Pennsylvania, six
condemned cannon, mounted, for monnmental i

The bill was ordered to be en and 1 a third time ; and it
was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pagfed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with
an amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 3871) donating condemned cannon
to the city of Boston for monumental purposes.

The bill anthorizes the Secretary of War, if the same can be done
withont detriment to the Government, to donate twenty twelve-
pounder bronze guns to the city of Boston for the p of orna-
menting the grounds on which is the ecity’s monument in honor of her
deceased soldiers and sailors.

The amendment was to strike out “twenty” and insert “ ten” as
the number of cannon to be donated.

The amendment was to; and the bill, as amended, was or-
dered to be en d and read a third time; and it was accordingly
read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pag?ed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table. X

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, without
amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4013) donating condemned cannon to
Lyon Post, No. 10, Grand Army of the Republie, to be placed in a lot
in Siloam Cemetery, Vineland, New Jersey, to be held as a free
burial-place for ex soldiers, sailors, and ines.

The bill anthorizes the Secretarf of War to deliver to Lyon Post,
No. 10, Grand Army of the Republic, of Vineland, New Jersey, one
condemned cannon, mounted, to be placed in a lot in Siloam Ceme-
tery, Vineland, New Jersey, held by said post as a free burial-ground
for ex soldiers, sailors, and marines who have been honorably dis-
charged from the United States service.

The bill was ordered 1o be engrossed and read a third time; and it
was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
psla);ised; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The Jatter motion was to. .

Mr. BANNING also, from the same commititee, reported, with amend-
ments, the bill (H. R. No. 4772) granting condemned cannon to Grand
Army Post No. 3, Taunton, Massachusetts, for monumental purposes.

The bill directs the Secretary of War to deliver, if the same can be
done without detriment to the public service, six condemned cannon
and twenty-four cannon-balls to the William H. Bartlett Post, No. 3,
Grand Army of the Republie, of Taunton, Massachusetts, for the
Rlprposa of ornamenting the bLorial-grounds of deceased Union sol-

ers.

The amendments were to strike out “six” and insert “four” as
the number of condemned cannon to be delivered, and to strike out
the words “ and twenty-four cannon balls.”

The amendments were to; and the bill, as amended, was
ordered to be en and read a third time; and if was accord-
ingly read the third time, and passed.

glr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
paﬁed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table,

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, without
amendment, the bill (H, R. No. 6179) donating four condemned cannon
to the town of Button, in the State of Massachusetts.

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to the town of
Sutton, in the State of Massachusetts, fonr condemned cannon, to be
used in the erection of a soldiers’ monument in said town, and to ac-
cept the receipt of the selectmen of said town for said cannon.

he bill was trdered to be engrossed and read a third time; and
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pag?ed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was a

Mr. BANNING also, from the same commitiee, reported, without
amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5011) aunthorizing the donation of ten
condemned bronze cannon to aid in the erection of a monument to
the memory of General George A. Custer at the Military Academy at
‘West Point.

The bill directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the commandant

to.
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L)
of the United States Military Academy ten condemned bronze cannon,
if tge ;::,3 c&;nbbe 1; ;riﬂmut detriment go t};ll': publie serv;e:,i 30
be dis o m as he may see pro or the purpose o -
ing in the erectign of a monument to fhapt‘;;mnry of {‘}mml George
A. Custer on the nds of the Military Academy at West Point.

The bill was ordered to be en and read a third time; and it
was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
paaaebl d; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table,

The latter motion was to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported, without
amendment, the bill (ﬁ. R. No. 4836) granting condemned cannon to
the vill of Quiney, Michigan, for a soldiers’ monument.

The bill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to the trustees
of the village of Quiney, in the State of Michigan, four pieces of con-
demned iron cannon, to Lie used for a soldiers’ monument in the vil-
lage cemetery of said village.

@ bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and it
was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
paﬁaeﬂ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with-
out amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5021) donating condemned cannon
to the Danville Light Battery A, Illinois National Guard.

The Dbill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to the Danville
Light Battery A, lllinois National Guard, at Danville, Illinois, four
condemned cannon, mounted, for monumental purposes.

The bill was ordered to be en for a third reading ; and was
accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr, BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pasul ed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with-
out amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4752) donating condemned cannon
to Weiser Post, Grand Army of the Republic.

The Dbill authorizes the Secretary of War to deliver to Weiser Post,
Grand Army of the Republie, at Shakopee, Minnesota, four con-
demned cannon, mounted, for monumental purposes.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading ; and was
accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with-
out amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4002) donating a condemned can-
non and cannon-balls to Post No. 145, Grand Army of the Republie,
distriet of Massachusetts.

The bill anthorizes the Secretary of War to deliver, if the same can
be done without detriment to the Government, one condemned can-
non and four eanmon-balls, for monumental purposes, to Post No. 145,
of the Grand Army of the Republic, district of Massachusetts, the
same to be placed in Woodlawn Cemetery, in the town of Attle-
borough, in said State.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and was
accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
psﬁaed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with- |

out amendment, the bill (H. R. No.5176) to donate condemned ordnance
to the Union Township Monumental Association at Milford Centre,
Ohio.

The bill directs the Secretary of War, if the same can be done with-
out prejudice to the public service, to deliver to the Union Township
Monumental Association of Union Township, Union County, Ohio,
four abandoned or condemned cannon, with their carriages, and six-
teen cannon-balls to accompany each, to be placed at the corners of
the soldiers’ monument in the cemetery at Milford Centre, Ohio.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and was
accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
faagllwd ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the

e. .

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr, BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with-
+ out amendment, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 129) authorizing the
Secretary of War to deliver to the town of Avon, Livingston County,
New York, four cannon for the soldiers’ monument in said town.

The joint resolution directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the
anthorities of the town of Avon, county of Livingston, and State of
New York, four of the abandoned cannon belonging to the Govern-
ment, either six or twelve pounder cannon, as such anthorities may
select, to be placed at the corners of the soldiers’ monument erected
by said town. g

Mr. I{QKI.NLEY. I move to amend by adding the following as a
new section :

That the Secretary of War be au 1
Canton, Ohio, four coademned ekRion for the saldlers’ moraraent bx ssid eity 1

Mr. BANNING. There is no objection to that amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

The joint resolution, as-amended, was ordered to be engrossed for
a third reading ; and was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint
resolution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. MCKINLEY. I move that the title of the bill be amended in
gxi:ﬁordnnca with the amendment already inserted in the body of the

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same eommittee, reported back, with
an amendment, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 134) authorizing the
Secretary of War to deliver to the city of Winterset, Madison Count
Towa, four cannon and carriages for the soldiers’ monument in anﬁi

city.

’fha joint resolution directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the
authorities of the city of Winterset, county of Madison, and State of
Towa, four of the abandoned cannon belonging to the Government,
either six or twelve pounder cannon, with their carri as such
authorities may , to placed at the corners of the soldiers’ -
monument erected in the Monumental Park in said city.

The amendment reported by the committee was to insert after the
word * directed ” the words * if the same can be done without preju-
dice to the public service.”

The amendment was agreed to.

. The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third read-
m%i.r d was accordingly read the third time, and passed.
. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
Eaag?ed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
a.

The Iatter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back, with
an amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 4803) donating four condemned
cannon and sixteen cannon-balls to Monungnheﬁl Cemetery, to be
placed in a lot held asa free burial-ground for ex soldiers, sailors, and
marines.

The bill directs the Secretary of War to deliver to the Mononga-
hela Cemetery, Monongahela City, Washington County, Pennsyl-
vania, four condemned cannon and sixteen cannon-balls, to be placed
in a lot in said cemetery held by a post of the Grand Army of the Re-
public as a free burial-ground for ex soldiers, sailors, and marines
who have been honorably discharged from the United States service.
The bill also requires that the said Monongahela Cemetery, a body-
corporate in law, shall receipt for such condemned cannon and can-
non-balls,

The amendment reported by the committee was to strike out in line
9 the words * and sixteen cannon-balls.”

The amendment was a d to,

Mr. BREWER. I move to amend by adding as a new section the
following : ;

That the Secretary of the Interior be anthorized and directed to deliver to the
city of Pontine, Michizan, six eond d for a t to Maj -
erdl L Richardson and other Union soldiers buried in the cemetery of the city of
Pontine, Michigan.

Mr. BANNING. I understand that cannon have been already ap-
pnﬁ}riated for this monument. If so,Imustobject to the amendment.

. BREWER. That is a mistake.

Mr. CONGER. No such appropriation has been made.

Mr. BANNING. I was informed that such an appropriation was
l made last vear.

|  Mr. BREWER. This cemetery is in my town, and I eannof be
| mistaken about the matter.

Mr. BANNING. I withdraw the objection.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. FORT. I move to amend by adding the following:

Amnd a like number to the city of Lacon, Illinois, for a like purpose.

Mr. BANNING. Imustaskthe gentleman whether there isa monu-
ment at this place, and whether there has not been an appropriation
of cannon for it. ¢

Mr. FORT. No appropriation has been made for this purpose. We
have an association, and they are getting ready to put up a monu-
ment.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. CUMMINGS. I move to amend by adding the following as a
new section :

That the Sec rmtar;} of War be anthorized and directed to deliver to the eity of
Des Moines, Towa, four condemned and cannon to be placed in the ceme-
tery around ihe monument to General Nathaniel B. Baker.

Mr. BANNING. Have we not already appropriated for this monu-
ment ?

Mr. CUMMINGS. No, sir.

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to inquire whether these amendments
relate to any places where monuments have not already been erected.
If they do, it seems to me it would be as reasonable to make a dona-
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tion to every town in the United States, which would be, of course,
im mctlcalx;fa. I will inquire whether the amendment now pending
is for a place where there is a monument.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Yes, sir.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. TIPTON. I move as an amendment to the bill a provision for
a like number to the board of supervisors of McLean County, Ilinois,
for a likm.

Mr. B G. I would like to ask the gentleman from Illinois
the question whether any heretofore have been appropriated for this

)ik 1
& Ll: TIPTON. Not one.

The amendment was adopted.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third
til;‘lie; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,

an i

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as
amended, was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table. \

The latter motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 1f there be no objection the title of
the bill will be amended to read “ and for other pu.r|imees.”

There was no ohjection, and it was ordered accordingly.

Mr..BANNING , from the same committee, reported back a bill
(H. R. No. 4537) authorizing the Secretary of War to deliver to the

_city of Port Huron, Michigan, certain condemned cannon and balls
for a soldiers’ monument in Lakeside Cemetery, with an amendment.

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary of War to deliver to
the city of Port Huron, Michigan, eight condemned cannon and eight
balls, to be used for a soldiers’ monument in Lakeside Cemetery, Port
Huron, Michigan.

The amendment of the committee was to strike out *eight con-
demned cannon and eight balls,” where they occur in the fourth and
fifth lines, and in lieu thereof to insert “ four condemned cannon.”

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en and read a third
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,
and passed.

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as
amended, was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back a bill
(H. R. No. 1277) donating condemned cannon and cannon-balls to
the Colchester Monument Association, of Colchester, Connecticut, for
monumental "’E"“" with an amendment.

The bill, wgic was read, authorizes the Secretary of War to de-
liver, if the same can be done withont detriment to the Government,
to the Colchester Monument Association, of Colchester, State of Con-
necticut, four condemned cannon and twenty cannon-balls, to be placed
og a monument erected in honor of the deceased soldiers of said Col-
chester.

The amendment of the committee was to strike out the words * and
twenty cannon-balls,” where they occur in line 7,

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third
tinae; :1;}1 being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,
and passed.

Mr, BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as
amended, was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. BANNING also, from the same committee, reported back the
bill (H. R. No. 1278) donating condemned cannon and cannon-balls
to Ledyard Monument Association, of Ledyard, Connecticut, for mon-
umental , with an amendment.

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Secreta
liver, if the same can be done without detriment to the Government,
to the Ledyard Monument Association, of Ledyard, State of Connec-
ticut, four condemned cannon and twenty oannon-’ba]ls, to be placed
on rad monument erected in honor of the deceased soldiers of said Led-
yard.

The amendment of the committee was to strike out the words * and
twenty cannon-balls,” where they occur in the bill.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill, as-amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third
t'u:ala; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,
and passed,

Mr. BANNING moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill, as
amended, was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

A. F. ROCKWELL.

of War to de-

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back
favorably a bill (H. R. No. 2457) for the relief of A. F. Rockwell,

aid-de-camp on the staff of General Buell.

The bill, which was read, authorizes the Secretary of War to recog-
nize A. F. Rockwell as first lientenant and aid-de-camp from the
26th day of October, 1561, to the 17th day of September, 1363 ; this to

complete his record for service rendered, and anthorize the account-
ing officers of the Treasury to admit the accounts on which he has
been paid for the period embraced between said dates.

The Clerk proceeded to read the accompanying report.

Mr. GARFIELD. Nobody has asked for the reading of the report.
This case is a perfectly plain one, and there can be no objection to
the pwmgl'ae of the bill. I happen to know all about it.

T'he SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection, the report
will be printed.

There was no objection, and it was orderad accordingly.

The bill was ordered to be en and read a third time; and
being enyrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pnﬁmd; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

FRANCIS 0. WYSE.

Mr. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported back favor-
ably the ease of Francis O. Wyse, late lieutenant-colonel Fourth Reg-
iment United States Artillery.

Mr. BRAGG. I ask by unanimous consent that the petition be laid
upen the table and the Senafe bill, which is in the same terms, be
taken from the Speaker’s table and passed.

There was no objection.

The bill (8. No. 530) for the relief of Francis O. Wyse was taken
from the Speaker’s table and read a first and second time.

The bill, which was read, anthorizes and directs the Secretary of
War to place on the list of retired officers of the United States Army
the name of Francis O. Wyse, as retired lientenant-colonel of the
Fourth Regiment of United States Artillery; provided, however, he
shall receive mo other pay, compensation, or slown.nea of any kind
under the provisions of this act for the time intervening between the
25th of July, 1863, to the date of the approval of this act.

The bill was ordered to be engroneg and read a third time; and
being engrossed, it was mniiugly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
png?ed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

JOHN A. SHAW,

Mr. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported back, wifh a
f:vginbla recommendation, the bill (8. No. 217) for the relief of John

. Bhaw. an ks

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of War
to place the name of John A.Shaw on the rolls as first lieutenant of
Company G, One hundred and twenfy-second Regiment I1linois Volun-
teer Infantry, as of the date of November 18, 1864, and with the same
force and effect as if said John A. Shaw had been duly mustered into
service as such first lientenant on said. 18th day of November, 1864,

The bill in its second section authorizes and directs the proper ac-
counting officer of the Treasury Department to pay to said John A.
Shaw the pay and allowances of first lientenant of infantry from said
18th day of November, 1864, to the 22d day of April, 1865, less any
pay and allowances, or either, already received by him for such period.

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly
read the third time, and passed.

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pahs'al;;d; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
ta

The latter motion was agreed to. y

JAMES SHIELDS.

Mr. BRAGG also, from the same committee, reported back, with an
amendment, the bill (H. R. No. 5580) to authorize the President to
appoint James Shields, of Missouri, a brigadier-general in the United
States Army on the retired list.

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the President to ap-
'go'mt James Shields, of Missouri, formerly a brigadier-general and

revet major-general during the Mexican war, and a brigadier-general
of volunteers during the late civil war, a brigadier-general in the
United States Armgeon the retired list, with rank and pay from and
after the date of the passage of this act; and suspends all acts and
parts of acts inconsistent herewith so far as to enable the President
to make said appointment.

The following was the amendment reported by the committee :

Add to the bill these words :
“Which appointment when made shall be in lien of the pension he now receives.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I was not present in the commit-
tee when it was agreed to reEort this bill. I opposed it last year, and
in order to be consistent I object to its passage at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Wisconsin
yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania?

Mr. BRAGG. Ido not, but call for the previous question.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I make the point of order that the
bill increases expenses and by Rule 112 should have its first considera-
tion in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. FRANKLIN. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will
withdraw the point of erder and qet the bill be put upon its passage.
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Mr. RICE, of Ohio. General Shields was a trne Union soldier., The
resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. BUTLER] so said
when General Shields was nominated for Doorkeeper of this House.

Mr, WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Ihavenodoubthe wasa true Union
soldier; but I voted against the proposition last year and I am op-

d to it now.

The SPEAKER pro fem; The question is not subject to debate
while the point of order is pending.

Mr. BRAGG. I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to give me
his attention for a moment. This bill is to anthorize the President
to place on the retired list an officer whom I understood the part;
represented by the gentleman from Pennsylvania to be very mue
in favor of at the last session. If the point of order be insisted upon
now from the republican side of the House, it will kill this bill; and
I would not like to see my friend from Pennsyivania placing himself
in the attitude of throwing out in this way a bill of this kind, re-
ported favorably, for the benefit of so distingunished a soldier as the
present Senator from Missouri.

Mr. BANNING. It is well known that this is not a party bill. It
is to do justice to an old soldier, and I hope the objection will be
withdrawn.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. In answer to the kind observation
of my good friend and colleagne on the Military Committee, General
BRAGG, I wish to say this—

The SPEAKER pro tem No debate is in order, except on the
point of order. The gentleman must confine himself to the point of

order.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania, I am talking to the point of order.
My friend from Wisconsin said he regretted his friend from Pennsyl-
vania should object to placing a good Union soldier on the retired
list. I sym ath'.]lza with the gentleman in his friendship for Union
soldiers, and I know he is perfectly sincere in that regard; at the
same time I am desirous to be consistent with myself. My friend
will remember that when the proposition was snbmitted last session
to elect General 8hields Doorkeeper instead of the present incumbent,
I did not vote for him, but voted for a badly wounded soldier from
East Tennessee. I preferred this person to General Shields. It was
a matter of preference between Union soldiers. When the bill was
presented to place General Bhields, last session, on the retired list, I
was one of the seven members of this body who voted against it. I
voted against it becaunse I thought it a dangerous precedent. I
thofght if it was established it wounld be followed by the applica-
tions of hundreds of brave wounded officers and soldiers for similar
benefits, I have some such in my district. I do nof object to Gen-
eral Shields in any way as a soldier or & man. In taking this action
I merely follow my convictions as a member of the American Con-
gress. I am qnite consistent with my record and my own convie-
tions of duty. I find nothing in General Shields's record to make
him an axoegtion from many other gallant soldiers now in the coun-
try. I voted to increase his pension to $100 per month, which he
now gets, and voted cheerfully. In doing this I think we were kind
and generous. I insist on the objection I have made.

Mr. FRANKLIN. Ido not believe the gentleman from Pennsylva-
nia is sincere in making the point of order; for the effect of it is to
kill this bill. This is a meritorions bill, and should pass.

Mr. MAISH. I demand the regular order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will enforce the regular
order. The Clerk will read Rule 112,

The Clerk read as follows:

Tprin i , and all bills making &
mi‘:tlilamg e::l:nge;tg? ?m r rer:uoi?fn‘;f :::hnezp;r‘;’pﬂ]iﬁon: ggbe 1%: @, or
authorizing payments out of aﬁpmpﬁaﬁons already made, shall be first discussed
in & Committee of the Whole House.

Mr. BRAGG. The bill simply authorizes the President to make
this appointment ; it does not require him to do so.

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I would su t that this question
as to the point of order might properly be referred to the House, in
order that the House might take the responsibility of ’Faasing upon
it so as to relieve the Chair from that responsibility. This is a mat-
ter affecting a Senator at the other end of the Capitol, and I think
the ecomity which always has prevailed between the two Houses
should require that we should not subject one of our colleagues at
the other end of the Capitol to the severity of this rule. Therefore,
I hepe the gentleman from Pennsylvania will withdraw his point of
order, and if he will not do so that the Chair will snbmit the ques-
tion to the House whether we will congider the bill in the House.

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair feels bound to decide the
point of order.

Mr. COX, of New York. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania
will withdraw it.

Mr. BUTLER. Irise to make a parliamentary inquiry. I desire
to know whether as soon as the morning hour is over a motion wounld
not be in order to go inte Committee of the Whole and put all other
business aside to take up this bill. I think the House should adopt
that course when one man puts himself against the whole House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 'The Chair does not know of any rule
under which the }ﬂmse could do what the gentleman from Massachu-
setts snggests. The point of order being insisted on the Chair has
no alternative but to rule upon it. This bill does reqnire an appro-
priation of money, and conseqiently the Chair feels bound to decide

under Rule 112 that it must have its first consideration in Committee
of the Whole.

Mr. COX, of New York. I have no doubt the Chair has decided
rightly, but I renew the appeal to the distinguished and conrteous
g:nﬂiaman {from Pennsylvania [Mr. WHITE] to withdraw his point
0L oraer.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I recognize the courtsey of my
friend from New York, but under the circumstances I cannot with-
draw the objection.

Mr. FRANKLIN. The action of gentlemen on the other side of the
House shows that they were not in earnest when they voted to make
General Shields Doorkeeper. It was mere clap-trap, and on the part
of r_ntgny arose from a desire to place this side of the House in a Il:ﬁse
position.

Sir, that brave and distingnished soldier did not desire any such
position. It was an honor not commensurate with his distinguished
services, and I feel anthorized in saying that he would not have ac-
cepted. He wanted no such honors, ﬁa had been a member of the
grandest deliberative body in the world; had rendered highly henor-
able services both in the field and in the councils of his country,
and deserved a higher recognition. Now is the time to prove your
sincerity ; now is the time to bestow this honor to which he is so
justly entitled. We will give it to him if you willallow. One objec-
tion is fatal to it now; but I trust before the session cluses that an
opportunity will oceur to place this bill upon its passage when one
oggectian will be powerless to defeat it.

[r. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman isentitled to all the
cag{ital he can make ont of my action in that matter.
5 ll-;IFTRANKLIN. Did not your side of the House vote for General
ields
Mr, WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I did not.

Mr. BRIDGES. Irise toa question of order. I would ask the ques--

tion whether this is a common country town meeting, or whether it
is the House of Representatives of the United States! [Laughter.]
From the Ereat confusion here I should judge it to be the former.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not a parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. COX, of New York. It is a very pertinent question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 1f the Honse will be in order the Chair
will proceed with business, and gentlemen,if they insist upon con-
versing, must retire to the cloak-room, for it is utterly impossible to
pmw% with business in the prevailing confusion.

Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. What
has become of the bill in relation to General Shields ?

The SPEAKER pro fempore. It went ouf on the point of order,

Mr, FRANKLIN Then the other side have defeated it.

. Tl;s SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Missouri is nof
in order.
DANIEL M, FROST ET AL.

Mr. MAISH, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back
the bill (H. R. No. 1704) for the relief of Daniel M. Frost and the
heirs and executors of William M. MePherson, of the State of Mis-
souri, with a recommendation that it do pass.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enaeted, dbe., That Daniel M. Frost and the heirs and executors of William
M. McPherson are hereby released and discharged from all elaim and demand on
the part of the United States upon them, or either of them, by reason of said Frost
and McPherson having been sureties u%nn theotficial bond of Augustus W. Gaines,
paymaster in the Army of the United States, who died in February, 1860.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and
Dbeing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. MAISH moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pa{:almd; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

MICHAEL O'BRIEN.

Mr, STRAIT, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back,
with an amendment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, the
bill (8. No. 658) to authorize the restoration of Michael O’Brien to the
rank of first lieutenant in the Army.

Mr. MILLS. I make the point of order that that bill must go to
the Committee of the Whole.

Mr. STRAIT. I think the bill is not snbject to the point of erder.

Mr. MILLS., Well, I will withdraw the point of order.

The amendment reported by the committee is as follows:

That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to nominate and, by and
with the advice and t of the Senate, appoint Michael O'Brien, late first lieu-
tenant First Regiment of Artillery, a first lientenant of artillery in the Army of the
United States, with his original rank and date of commission ; and that he shall be
assigned to the first vacaney occurring in his grade in the m‘ti]leﬁ arm of the serv-
ice : Provided, however, That he shall receive no pay for the period he was out of
the service.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third reading ; and was ac-
cordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. STRAIT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pate'i;ed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

GRANT OF LAND.

Mr, MAISH, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back, ,
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with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. R. No. 641&2_ granting
the right of way to the county of Warren, in the State of maismpt;l)ll,
and to the Memphis and Vicksburgh Railroad Company, through the
United States Cemetery tract of land near Vicksburg, Mississippi.
The bill was read, as follows:

it enacted, dbe., That the right of way is hereb; ted to the connty of War-
yon, tn the Stais of Mississippl, and to the Memphis and Vicksburgh Bailroad Com.
pany, chartered by the State of Mississippi, for a pablic on-road and a railroad
through the United States Cemetery tract of land near Vicksburgh, Mississippi
from the south line to the nc:lrth lttga of sa;ln hb-:ck 3”“?3 ::,tfl lzutsltﬂefnmo ik

and on 8 Wes! Lhil Tact 0. 3 A

gﬁ?mmg:fu;?&nd be in force from and n.fta;ryita passage.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read the third time; and
being ;:Foased, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr, MAISH moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be Iaid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ISHAM C. TAYLOR. .

Mr, MAISH also, from the same committee, reported back, with
amendments, and with a recommendation that it do pass,the bill (H.
R. No. 3779) for the relief of Isham C. Taylor.

The bill was read, as follows:

enacted, dc., That the Secre f the Treas d he is hereby, an-
thcf-i;gd and directed w::n go Isham C. "}.'ayl:r. of nﬂ?oa:e‘ t.h':pa; a:d gfo‘{“s:e
of a second lientenant of infantry from December 25, 1862, to April 1, 1863, and
from April 1, 1863, to the Sth day of l;l:iﬁ. 1863, less the pay of a sergeant of in-
fantry, which was received by him for time, out of any money in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated.

The amendments of the committee were read and agreed to, as fol-
lows: )

In line 7, after the word “ and " and before the word ‘‘ from,” insert * first lieu-
tenant of infantry; "' so that it will read :

e Lho puy of  metptait f Viianiry; Whloh was ressived by him for Siix ts
t » Which was rece T
ont of mm:y in the Treasury ﬁ otherwise approprial *

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en and read a third
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,
and :
Mr. MAISH moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

CEMETERY AT COLUMBUS, OHIO.

Mr. McCOOK. I desire to report from the Committes on Military
Affairs the bill (8. No. 1307) directing the Secretary of War to pur-
chase a lot of ground, situated near the city of Columbus, Ohio, now
used by the United States as a cemetery.

The bill was read, as follows: .

Be it enacted, dc., That the Seeretary of War be, and he is hereby, anthorized

Mr, YOUNG, of Tennessee. Is it in order now, the morning hour
hsv;'eng exp to move to proceed to the business on the Speaker’s
table ?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For private business only.

Thedqueat.ion was taken upon the motion of Mr. BRIGHT; and it was
agreed to.

he House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,
Mr, MirLs in the chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole
for the purpose of considering business on the Private Calendar.

Mr. FRANKLIN. Imove that all bills on the Private Calendar be
laid aside for the purpose of proceeding now to the consideration of
the bill reported this morning for the relief of General Shields, to
place him on the retired list.

The CHAIRMAN. Thatcan be done by unanimeus consent only.

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I object.

Mr. BRIGHT. I object to that. Let us proceed with the business
on the Calendar in regular order.

ALBERT GRANT.

The first business on the Private Calendar was the Dbill (H. R. No.
504) for the relief of Albert Grant; reported with an amendment
from the Committee of Claims by Mr. ELLSWORTH.

The bill directs the Court of Claims to reopen and readjudicate the
case of Albert Grant and Darius C. Jackson, (doing business as A.
Grant & Co.,) upon the proofs heretofore submitted to the said
court in said cause; and provides that if said court, in such readju-,
dication, shall find from such evidence that the court gave judgment
for a different snm than the evidence sustains or the court intended
to enter, it shall correct such error and mﬁludge to the said Albert
Grant such additional sum in said cause as the proofs shall fustify.

The amendment was to add to the bill the following:

Provided, That judgment shall not be rendered in said case for over the sum of
§14,000, and for no sum whatever except for extra work and materials furnished.

Mr. HENDEE. Let the report be read.

The report was read, as follows :

The majority of the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
No. 5(4) for the relief of Albert Grant, submit the following report:

In 1867 Albert Grant and another party, whoso name it 1a to men-
tion in this connection, as said Grant is now the only person inte entered
into & contract for the erection of a fire-proof storehouse at Philadelphia, and to

furnish all the materials, at a total cost of §138,000.
. ’.E:' g%itla for the erection of this bullding Congress had made an appropriation

By the contract with Grant no extra charge for modifications was to be made
unless agreed upon in writing. Extra work was done and extra materiala fur-
nished, which increased the cost beyond the contract price and also the appropri-
ation; this, too, without any written agreement.

He was paid the full amount of his contract, and also the further sum of £2,286.30
for extra work and materials, making the whole amount paid before the commence-
ment of the suit hereinafter named £140,286.30.

and directed to purchase from the present owners a certain lot of ground, contain-
ing two and one-half acres, more or less, sitnated near the city of Columbus, Ohio,
on the site of what was formerly known as Camp Chase, and used by the United
R e e
Ofal:l?y money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for l{‘d&p}]}{“’lﬂimﬁo. T

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly
read the third time, and passed.

Mr. McCOOK moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr, BRIGHT. Has the morning hour expired ?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It has,

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire, then, to move that the House resolve itself
into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.

Mr. McCOOK. I would suggest to the gentleman that one-third
of the hour allotted to the Committee on Military Affairs has been
consumed by other matters.

Mr. BANNING. The bills the committee have toreport are impor-
tant measures that ought to be passed and will not be passed unless
we are allowed to report them now. . I trast tha# the gentleman from
Tennessee will withdraw his motion.

Mr. BRIGHT. Debate is not in order, but in reply to the gentle-
man I would say that there are parties here who are entitled to pay
out of the Treasury; the payment has long been delayed and justice
requires that it should be paid.

Mr. McCOOK. I ask unanimous consent to report some bills that
are of great importance. I am sure I shall not have another oppor-
tunity to do so.

Mr. BRIGHT. How long will it take?

Mr. McCOOK. Five minutes, perhaps.

Mr. BRIGHT. I will yield for that length of time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 1Is there objection?

Mr. MACKEY. I object. :

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 'The morning hour has expired.

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 move thatthe House now resolve itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the business on the
Private Calendar.

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I desire to make a parliamentary in-

quiry.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it.

He d his suit in the Court of Claims very soon after the completion of
his original contract, elaiming in his original petition $37,511.30 (over and above
the §2,286.30 paldg for extra work and materials, and $27,000 for damages sustained
in consequence of unr ble hind and delays 1 by the agents of the
Government in ¢! of the work.

He afterward filed an amended petition, in which he claimed for extra work and
material §47,038.86, and for damages £46,493.73; making, in all, $93,532.50,

The court allowed §34,225,14 for extra work and materials, and rejected the whole
claim for damages, upon the ground that the delays and uent loss and dam-
ages resulted from the fact that Grant had obeyed the orders of a subordinate who
had no anthority to control him in his work, and therefore Grant should not have
listened to him or been influenced by him.

From this judgment the United States ap to the Supreme Court.

Very soon after the entering up of the judgment in the Court of Claims, Grant’s
attorneys discovered an ervor in the amount of the judgment as rendered; but, in
the mean time, and before they had any opportunity of effecting a correction of the
record, the canse was taken to the Supreme Court, as above stated. And, not
deeming it necessary to save the interesta of the claimant, his attorneys did not
Join in the said appeal, as they supposed, and not without good reasons, that the
whole case would be fully heard before the Supreme Court, and a Em er and just
Jjudgment rendered ; and therefore the attorneys for Grant rested quietly, and made
no effort to correct the record.

The error made in rendering, or, more properly, your committee think, entering
up, the judgment was a serious one to Grant, be in fact many thousands of
dollars. That is to say, the judgment should have n rendered for the sum of
$48241.48 for extra work and materials; the court, by mistake in calculation,
or some ht, allewed the claimant fut £34,225.41, and for the difference, or
$14,016.07, he claims he is entitled to relief.

After the taking of this case to the Supreme Court by aj as before stated,
and after waiting such a length of time, the claimant lost right of appeal, the
United States waived the appeal it had taken, and the case went back to tg? Court
of Claims, and then it was too late for the claimant to obtain relief in either court;
he could neither obtain a correction of the in the Court of Claims nor an ap-
peal, as both were lost to bim by the lapse of time.

The all-important question mow arises, what reasons have we to believe that &
gl]iaaltnkg; or error was made in the entering up of the judgment in the Court of

ms

The fact is before us that the judgment was for extra work and materials fur-
nished, and the lowest estimate put upon the same by any witness on the trial in
the Court of Claims {and there was a very full and searching trial of the case and
many witnesses upon this point) would have authorized a jud t for no less
asnm than £48241.48; that the witness for the Government who put the same
lowest of any witness on the trial in favor of the clai t stated it at that a t.

There appears to have been on file amiong the papers of the case in court an esti-
mate made by the Government architect, an estimate which agrees exactly with
th_edludgm&nt rendered ; but this same individual was, subsequently to making
eaid statement, a witness on the trial of said canse; and his estimate under oath,
taken as a basis for the judgment, would have given the claimant §14,016.07, the
v amount he claims the judgment should have been rendered for, and in this
position he is confirmed by the attorney who tried the case for the dﬂvmmwt.
who malkes the following statement in the case:

DEPARTMENT OF JUBTICE,
Washington, January 11, 1865,
Sir: Your note to the Assistant Attorney-General in regard to the claim of A.
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Grant bas been handed to me, as T had charge of the defense of his suit against
the Government in the Court of Claims.

Whether the court made a mistake in rendering the judgment in Grant's case
is rather a matter of inference than of positive knowl ‘When the judgment
was rendered I supposed the court had made a mistake, and wondered why Grant's

did not move for a correction of the judgment.
The fi s given by the court in the judgment are not found in the t.es‘timonmfv
of any ‘5;‘;‘:“- but are taken from a report made by Mr, Fraser before the suit
was brought. -

Mr, Fraser was a witneas in the case, and in his testimony he estimates the
value of the extra work done by Grantat £46,738.86. This was the lowest esti-
mate made by any witness,

Very respectfully,

ALEXANDER JOHNSTON,
Special Aswistant Attorney-General
Hon. J. C. BURROWS,
House of Representatives,

This letter was addressed to a former Congress, as will be seen, when this same
matter was under consideration by the Committee of Claima.

Your committee also snbmit following from Jelllgﬁn Casey, who was chief-
justice of the court at the time the judgment was rend , being a reply to letter

of inquiry by said Grant:
. Wasumarox, D. C., January 13, 1875,
DeAR Sin: I have yours of yesterday. I have carefully examined your case in
the Court of Claims, for com for building a fire-proof so at the
Philadelphia arsenal for the United States, and in ion with my anda
kept at the time, two items of claims were made: 1, about §50,000 for extra work;
2 pear same amount for damages for delays, losses, and interest, on account of
ges, &c. The original estimate by the Government architect for the damages
anil extra work to something over 000.
survey and actual calculation of the cost and value of this work, at the con.
tract prices, after it was done, as made by four different architects, was an average
of over $48,000, that of the Government architect being $47,000. The court, after
trial, rejected the elaim for damages, and allowed that for extra work. The mis.
take in the amount of the judgment, which should have been for 47,000, arose, I
am sure, from adoptin @ architeet’s prior estimate, instead of his su uent
actunl calenlation of the cost of the work. My attention was not called to this
error until after the judgment had been certified and paid.
I am quite sure that you should have had §14,000 in addition to the judgment ren-
dered in case, for com : , without any interest or damage.
¥, yours,

I am; very
JOSEPH CASEY.

Captain A. GRANT.

These are the facts of this case, and we can come to no other conclugion than
that the claimant is entitled to relief at our bands; that this Government cannot
honorably refuse to allow the elaimant to have a standing in the court where the
error against him occurred, so shat the court which rem the erroneons judz-
ment should have an opportunity to do now that which it should have done before.

Therefore, the majority of the committee report the bill so referred to us with
an Iment, and recom ded that it do pass as amended.

Mr. HENDERSON. Not having been able to concur with the ma-
jority of thé Committee of Claims in this report, I desire to make a
very brief statement of my objections to the Yaasoa(%e of this bill.

In'1866 Con appropriated the sum of $146,000 for the p
of erecting a fire-proof building at or near the Schuylkill ,in
Philadelphia. Albert Grant & Co. entered into a contract to erect
this building for $138,000, being £3,000 less than the amount appro-
priated for the purgoae.

There was some difficulty between the contracting parties and the
Government authorities in re to the materials to be used as well
as in regard to the manner of erecting this building. Finally some
changes were made, different material procured, and the contractors
went on and erected the building. They then b ht snit in the
Conrt of Claims for the sum of $47,038.86 less $2,286.30, which had
already been paid them for extra work and material furnished. The
suit was tried and the court allowed a sum of $34,225,14. From this
decision of the court an appeal was taken by the United States, which
appeal was afterward dismissed.

After the a was dismissed, Albert Grant came to Congress and
asked for an allowance of an additional sum of $14,000 for extra work,
alleging that an error had been committed by the Court of Claims;
and also asked for some $46,000 for damages. In 1872 a committee
of this House reported atgainst making any allowance for the alleged
mistake by the Court of Claims, but did provide for adjusting the
dam:; which the Court of Claims had refused to allow. I findalso
that a committee of the Senate made a similar report.

The objection I have to the pasaa%e of this bill is, in the first place, I
am not satisfied in my own mind that any mistake was made ng the
Court of Claims; and, in the second place, if a mistake was made by
the court, it seems to me to be too late now to attempt to correet it
especially when nearly the entire body of that court has been ch
sinee that time, and there is now scarcely a member of the Court of
Claims who was then a member of that court.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Are the witnesses dead?

Mr, HENDERSON. I do not know as to that. The say it is pro-
posed that the court shall, from the evidence now on file, determine
whether a mistake was made or not ; and if they find that a mistake
was made then the{ shall correct that mistake. :

Now, I say that it is very clear to my mindﬁtmm the opinion of the
counrt itself, which I have before me, that the court intended to do
exactly what it did do. It is said that thereis no evidence in the case
on which to found the judgment of the court. I say that it appears
from the opinion of the court itself that the court did not find the
{udﬁent upon the evidence, but upon the estimate which was made

¥y Mr. Fraser, the Government architeet. The court say :

On the whole case we reject the claim for damages, and award judgment for the
m work actually done and materials furnished, which, according to the esti-

Not aceording to the evidence—

Whieh, according to the estimate of Mr. Fraser, the defendant's own architect,

we all i
v find, a:t;rﬂm m@%slgnt may belegitimately referred to the contract,

The estimate here referred to was made by Mr. Fraser, the archi-
tect of the Government, and he testifies that he made the estimate
low in order that it might be allowed. It is true, Mr. Fraser after-
ward increased that estimate, but he was induced to make the first
low s:&)poeing that by making it so it'wonld be more likely to be
allowed by the ment; and probably the judges thought his
first judgment was the best.- But it is clear, Mr. Chairman, that the
court took the estimate of Fraser rather than the evidence in the
case.

Now the difference between the majority of the committee and my-
self is simply this: I think the court intended to allow just the
amount they did allow, and no more, and that at any rate it is too
late, after so ta lnPue'of time and when many of the fornmer
members of the Court of Claims are no longer members of it, to at-
tempt to correct an error of this sort.

Furthermore, I find by a very able report made upon this same
ease in the Senate in 1876 that the claimant on a contraet to erect a
Government buildipg for 138,000 has already received $215,418.07.
In the first &)Iace, he received $138,000, the o al amount of his
contract, an ,286.30 for extra work on this building. He then
received, under the judgment of the Court of Claims, which was paid,
$34,225.14, and he was allowed and paid as 340,906.63; 80
that he has been actuall id $215,418.07 on a contract to erect a
Government building for 138,000,

I do not wish to make any factions opposition to this bill. I am
perfectly willing it shonld be considered, but I have felt it my duty
to make this statement, because I believe it will be a very dangerous
precedent to open up a judgment of a court long after the judges who
rendered that jndgment have passed away, and when the evidence
:ﬁm‘n which it was founded may no longer be accessible. I do not

ink this claimant could find anywhere in the country a court of
equity which upon a bill for relief would allow him the hearing he
now asks at the hands of this body, for the reason he had a complete
and adeqnate remedy at law and did not avail himself of it. And
now, Mr. Chairman, he has y appealed to Congress and has
been concluded by theyjudgment of both the Senate and House of
Representatives.

ake the statement of Judge Casey, who was a judge of the Court

of Claims when this judgment was rendered, and who died onlysthe

other day. He says that clearly a mistake was made of $14,000.

Now, I say that most clearly there was nosuch mistake, because here

is the opinion of the court as delivered by Judge Milligan; and he
says:

the facts of this which are briefly stated in the opini e clai ts

o3 first, $47,038.86, let;m $2,286,30 for extra fwrk and materials furninhﬂ ed on the

Now, that would only leave $44,752.56 as the amount which the
claimant sought to recover in that court. He was allowed by the
court £34,225.14; so that, according to his own claim as finally
amended by him, there conld only have bgen a mistake of $10,527.42.
Now, Isay if this bill be it certainly onght to be amended in
this particular, for there could have been no mistake of $14,000; the
amount of the error could not possibly exceed $10,5627.42.

But the objection I make is that the error, if there was one, was
not corrected in time; that no effort was made to correct it in time ;
and that now, after the lapse of so many years, we would establish a
dangerous precedent if we should allow this matter to be re-examined
by a new court, so far as the members of it are concerned. I think
the bill ought not to pass.

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that in a case of
this character we should proceed carefully. In the first place, accord-
ing to the practice of all courts, after a judgment is entered up, a
party within a limited time if he believes a mistake has been made
can ask to have that jndgment opened, and it can be modified with-
out changing substantially the decision of the court. It is m"ﬁa
that in this case the plaintiff or his attorneys did not discover the
mistake, if any, in this judgment and did not move within the time
limited that the judgment be opened. It was the duty of the attor-
neys to see that the ﬁﬁm&nt was properly docketed ; and it is very
remarkable that for so long a time after the entering of the judg-
ment no discovery of an error was made by the plnint&’ or his attor-
neys. But if there was actually a mistake made and it was not
discovered within the time allowed for opening and amending the
,{‘Jl-llggment, there was still a remedy. I understand that there is no

imitation upon the power of a counrt of equity to open a judgment

which has been obtained either by fraud or mistake ; thatif a party
comes into a court of equity with clean hands there is no limitation
to the time within which such a court may give relief, unless some
statute or act of Congress fixes a limit, and I know of none,

Mr. HENDERSON. I do not think a court of e(tlity would relieve
where a ]ljﬁrl:y had an adequate reme(ﬂ; atlaw and had not pursued it.

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Let me ask the gentleman from Wisconsin
[Mr. HumpHREY ] where is there a court of equity that could reach
this matter ?

Mr. HUMPHREY. Is there no court of equity under the General
Government ?

Mr. ELLSWORTH. No, sir; there is no court of equity that can
give relief,

Mr. HUMPHREY. Then, for Heaven’s sake, let us go to work and
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make one. But I say it would be a must dangerous precedent for Con-

ss after this length of time to act upon this case and open this
Jjudgment, when the presumption is that the judgment was founded
upon evidence and was in accordance with the evidence. Although
one of the justices who heard this case, and who has lately died, has
_stated that there was a mistake in the judgment, yet it seems to me
that even if there is no court of equity competent to reach the case,
that is no reason why we should open the judgment at this late day.

There are hun of cases before the present Congress which
have as much merif as this one. There are numerous cases before
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds where the legal

claim is much stronger. Every one of them has been reported unfa-
vorably by that committee. Notone has been acted on by this House
favorably and probably none ever will be. I know of cases which
presént stronger claim for the action of Con . This man has re-
.ceived a larger amount than the contract called for, and on prineiple
g Ii?ems to me dangerons to reopen this judgment of the Counrt of
IS,

Mr. BRAGG. I desire toask the gentleman from Wisconsin a ques-
tion.

Mr. HUMPHREY. What is it?

Mr. BRAGG. If the case be opened, at all.so the conrt once in
takes jurisdietion of it, will it not allow the parties who are seeking
relief against the Government opportunity to bring in evidence anew
when the evidence of the Government may possibly be dead or dis-
posed of or lost ?

Mr. HUMPHREY. I did not exactly hear the latter part of the
gentleman’s question.

Mr. BRAGG. Would it not give the court an opportunity, if Con-
gress gave it jurisdiction of the case, to make an order by which new
evidence could be taken?

Mr. HUMPHREY. Certainly it wounld. It would let new evidence
in, and perhaps the very testimony of the Government to meet that
new condition of affairs might not be within reach,

I wish tosay in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, that one of the great
bulwarks provided by the law is the limitations by which stale de-
mands are ruled out, and there is no other safety on the part of the

ple and the Government than to adhere rigigdy to thoselimitations.
here is sufficient protection in the courts ol equity in the States
where there are no limitations, and where, if there is ground of real
equity and partiescan be shown to have been injured, the courts will
exercise jurisdiction and reopen judgments.

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I h:v.{ this matter in charge, Mr. Chairman, as
a subcommittee of the Commitiee of Claims, and gave it thorongh

. examination, and I am satisfied if there is a claim before this Con-
gress which ought to be allowed it is this one. This man Grant only
comes here for the pu of being permitted to go back with his
case to the Court of Claims for the p of having a jndgment
corrected if that court shall find a mistake was made.

My friend, the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. HENDERSON, ] tells us
it is too late. Isit ever too late for this Government to do right?
Is it ever too late to do justice between parties? Can there ever come
a time when this Government will cease to do right? Now look at
it. Chief-Justice Casey, of that court, says he knows a mistake was
made. He was on the bench. He heard the testimony. He knows
all about the case. He says a mistake was made of $14,000. Why
shquld not that error be corrected by the Co: of the United
States? Why shounld we not permit this case to go back to the Court
of Claims so that justice may be done ! I want this House to listen
to the certificate of Justice Casey. ;

Mr, BUTLER. Chief-Justice Casey. §

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Yes, Chief-Justice Casey, only dead a few days
since. Let me read his certificate :

WasamweToy, D. C., January 13, 1375,

Deanr Sie:—

This letter is addressed to Captain A. Grant—

I have yours of resterd%; I have carefully examined your case In the Court of
Claims for com ion building a ﬁm&:crf storehouse at the Philadelphia
arsenal, for the United States, and in connec with my memoranda kept at the
time two items of claims were made : First, about §30,000 for extra work ; second,
near same amount for dmgas for delay, losses, and intereston account of changes,
&o. The original estimate
work to something over $10,000.

The survey and actnal calenlation of the eost and value of this work at the con.
tract prices, after it was done, as made by four different architeots, was an average
of over §48,000, that of the Government architect being $47,000.

I may say here the claim for damages was over $50,000. It was an
honest elaim which the conrt did not allow and which they are not
now asked to allow. The court decided they would not allow claims
for damages; in my judgment a wrong judgment.

The court, after trial, rejected the claim for damages and allowed that for extra
;;ork. The mistake in the amount of the judgment. which should have been for

7,000— n

The chief-justice of the Court of Claims says, “ I am sure there is
no mistake about it.” There is no doubt of it—
arose, I am sure, from adopting the architect's prior estimate instead of his sub-
sequent actual ealeulation of the cost of the work. My attention was not called
to this error until after the judgment had been certified and paid.

The chief-justice again says:
I am quite sure that you should have had §14,000 in addition to the judgment
rendered in the case, for compensation alone, without any interest or damage.

Chief-Justice Casey, now in the silent land, tells you in this certifi-

y the Government architeet for the damages and extra”

cate that he is quite sure Captain Grant should have had $14,000 in
addition to the judgment rendered in the case, for compensation alone,
withont any interest or damage. Is not that clear?

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question ?

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Certainly.

Mr. BRAGG. Why was it these parties have slept so long on their
rights instead of applying to the court to reopen the judgment or for
a rehearing ?

Mr. ELLSWORTH. T will tell the honorable gentleman they had
an attorney of little experience, William M. Evarts, and he did not
sufficiently attend to this case. [Laughter.] I will tell yon why.
Of course William M. Evarts knows all about the law and the prac-
tice, but another man who was associated with him to look after
the matter did not attend to it. If the gentleman had listened tc’
the reading of the report he would know all the points in the case,
The Government appealed from that decision after rendition of the
judgment. The attorney on the ground supposed the case being ir
the Supreme Court wounld remain there awaiting final determinatior
and adjudication and rehearing ; but, on the other hand, the Govern-
ment after waiting so long a time——

Mr. BRAGG. How long? :

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Just waif a moment. After waiting so long
a time with their case in the Supreme Court, Grant could not take an
appeal himself.

hen it is beyond the reach of Grant in the Supreme Court or in
the Court of Claims either.

Mr. BRAGG. How long ago did that happen ?

Mr. ELLSWORTH. It was only a short time ago.

Mr. BRAGG. How many years ! :

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I cannot tell yon now precisely. This eertifi-
cate of J udée Casey is dated in 1875,

Mr. BRAGG. That was after the judge left the bench.

Mr. ELLSWORTH. All that Grant asks is that this case shall go
back to the same court to be corrected. Bat gentlemen say the case
has been adjudieated upon and it is too late now to do right. That
is a question for Grant. The trouble will devolve uggn him, some of
the court having died, to prove the facts; it will more difficult
for him to make out his case; all that depends upon Grant himself
to make it out. The court have no right to do anything except to
make the correction if Grant proves there was a mistake. If thai
fact is proved, then they hawe a right to make the correction; not
otherwise.

There is nothing but right in what this gentleman asks Congress
to do. It is a fact, Mr. Chairman, if this had been a case between
two individnals that Mr. Grant had an honest and just claim for dam-
ages of over £50,000; but the court only allowed him for extra work
and materials, and he has nof gbtained them. There is a mistake of
over $14,000, or nearly that amount, for work and materials, without
any claim whatever for damages.

Mr. HENDERSON. If my friend will allow me for a moment, 1
wish to say this: my friend speaks about an amount of $50,000. I
wish him to understand that Congress did pass an act subsequently
allowing this question of damages to be adjudicated, and if was ad-
judi;;t)e{;l.oo and, as T understand, $10,000 were paid for damages, and
not $50,000.

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I said there was $50,000, over and above what
he obtained, and there was nothing ever paid him for damages.

Mr. HENDERSON. He only claimed $46,000.

Mr. ELLSWORTH. . The gentleman is mistaken.

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not think there is any difficulty in coming to
a just conclusion in relation to this matter. At a former session, as
a member of the Committee of Claims, I made a report upon this
report, which is substantially the report now before the committee.
After thorongh investigation, I became satisfied that the prayer of
the claimant should be granted, to wit, that we should give him a
new day in court. A bare statement of the case, Mr. Chairman, I
think will be conclusive.

This claimant entered into a written contract with the Govern-
ment for the erection of a buildinaat Philadelphia. By the terms of
that eontract no allowance was to be made for extra work unless

upon in writing. Under the superintendence of the engineer
extra work was directed and performed, and expenses were incurred
by the contracting party. The accounting officer of the Governmeni
settled with him and paid him only according to the terms of the
written contract. That forced him into the Court of Claims. In ad-
dition to the amonnt claimed for labor and materials there was also
a claim for damages, In the adjudication of the case the Court of
Claims decided the question of damages against the claimant. So
far as the claim for extra work and materials was concerned, the
court decided in favor of the claimant, giving him a judgment for
$34,225.14.

After the rendition of that judgment it was discovered by the judge
and by the special Assistant Attorney-General for the Government at
the time that there was a probable error committed in the rendition
of the judgment, in the amount of it. Ifis only necessary to ascertain
how this error crept into the judgment, and that is easily explained
in this way: As a matter of course the engineer who had to measure
and superintend the work had to be a witness before the conrt and
his testimony would be controlling and wounld substantially form the
basis of the judgment of the court. Before the bringing of the suit
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this engineer had made an estimate, not under oath, 6f the work and
the labor and the materials that had been furnished. When he was
introduced as a witness he made a revised measurement and estimate
of the work and he made his report upon them. Hence there were
two estimates pending before the court; one was for §34,225.14, the
other was for &8,241.48. ’

The court intended to render a judgment for the amount testified
to by this officer under oath before the court; but instead of render-
ing the judgment for that amount, §48,241, it was entered for the
smaller amount, $34,225. Before that error counld be corrected in the
court the Government had taken an appeal from the decision of the
Court of Claims to the Supreme Court of the United States, It was
not an appeal in the nature of a writ of error simply to bring the
legal questions under review for correction, but it was an appeal
wﬁich took the whole case by transfer from the jurisdiction of the
Court of Claims to that of the Supreme Court of the United States.
It then became impossible for the correction to be made in that court.
There was no case pending there after the appeal had been taken.
So the party was without remedy, and he coul onlg come here and
make a statement of his case; and he presents such facts as would
influence the action of any court fo give him a new trial. Upon a
bill of review the error would be corrected ; but the claimant was cut
off from these ordinary remedies of the courts, and there was no reme-
dial power except that of the Congress of the United States; and when
he comes here he does not ask Congress to supplement the judgment
and give him the money, but simply to reinstate him in court, so
that if there has been an error committed this error may be corrected,
and if there has been no error, why, as a matter of course, the Gov-
ernment of the United States loses nothing by granting the request
of one of its citizens.

That is the whole case.

Now, as to the lapse of time; I have some knowledge of this case.
I know the persistent and indefatigable efforts of this ecitizen in
wrestling with the Government for the satisfaction of his claim.

He has been here in season and ont of season, and it does not lie
in the mouth of the Government to shelter itself, when the delay has
been oceasioned by the action of the Government, behind the pitiful
subterfuge of a legal technicality. It is unworthy of a great gov-
ernment so to protect itself against a citizen who has a just claim,
and who only asks to be heard before one of ifs own tribunals.

There is nothing wrong in the case and I hope the bill will be passed.

Mr. HENDERSON. I have said before that if I was satisfied inmy
own mind that a mere clerical error had been made in entering this
judgment I would not be opposed to the passage of the bill, but I am
not so satisfied.

Now, I say that the Court of Claims, in the opinion which is found
in the reports of that court, expresslysay that they find that the de-
fendant’s own architect estimated this claim at $34,225.14. Why did
they not find the judgment of the court according to the evidence ?
It a;g:am they should have done so, but it seems the court was satis-
fied from the statement of the defendant’s own architect.

Now the difficulty is this, and I want to call the attention of the
committee to it: it is said that there are two reports made by the
Government’s architect, one of $34,225.14 and the other of $46,738.86,
and how are.you going to arrive at the facts ngon which the judges
founded the judgment of the court, especially when some of the ,lndges
are dead and others have been su nnuated and are no longer
capable of attending to their doties 2

r. ELLSWORTH. I would snggest that thereport of Judge Mil-
ligan shows that the judgment was made up, as Judge Casey says,
- from the certificate of the architect.

Mr. HENDERSON, I say that the judge in ivi:(:ig the opinion of
the court expresslg:bat-ea why this amount was fonnd. He says from
the estimate, not from the evidence in the case but from the estimate
of the defendant’s own architeet, in which he found so many thou-
sand dollars due, and they allowed that sumn,

Now, something bas been said about a lack of diligence on the part
of the claimant. The claim has been before Coag'ress for years and
years, and Hon, Mr. FRYE, then a member of this House, made a report
in 1872 against the allowance of this claim, to which I call the atten-
tion of LEe committee. Iread the concluding part of it. He says:

That his claim for compensation for extras having been adjudicated by a court
of etent jurisdiction, and no appeal haviog been entered within the time
alluwthorefor by law— -

This decision on that branch of his case is final. There was the
judgment of the House of Representatives against it, and the com-
mittee of the Senate came to the same conclusion exactly and made
a similar report.

That was in 1872, and if this error was to be corrected it ought to
have been corrected in 1572, when the members of the court who
decided the case were still on the bench and knew whether they had
made a mistake or not in their finding.

I hope the committee will arrive at tﬁo conclnsion that it is a danger-
ous precedent to reopen jndgments of courts in the manner proposed
by this bill, and that it will not be favorably reported by the com-
mittee to the House.

Mr. EDEN. I think that this claim having once been adjndicated
bg the tribunal established by law, for the adjundication of this sort
of claims ought not to be reopened, especially after a lapse of ten or
twelve years,

The complaint of the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. BriguT] does
not apply to this case.

This aﬁﬂmant has had his day in court. His claim was fully ad-
judicated. The claim was for extra work and it was passed npon by
the court, and he was allowed the sum of §34,225.14 for extra work,
and T would rather take the judgment of the chief—{nﬂtice of the .
Court of Claims when he was sittingl as 3 judge in his judicial ca-
pacit{. I would rather take that judgment than the judgment he
gave long after he went off the bench, and I believe the statement
;;'a.s made by a former chief-justice in 1875, on which this report is

I agree with my colleague from Illinois, [ Mr. HENDERSON.] I think
there is not sufficient testimony to show that this claim has not been
fully and fairly adjudicated, and if we are going to reopen cases
which have been decided before the Counrt of Claims becanse a suitor
concludes that he did not recover as much as he would like to have,
we can reopen most of the cases that have been before that court,
especially after the lapse of twelve or fifteen years.

think that this party has had a fair opportunity of being heard
before the Court of Claims upon the adjudication of his claim.
Unless we intend to set the precedent of reopening cases every time
asuitorconcludes he would like to get more money outof the Treasary,
there would be no end to the work. I hope the bill will be defeated.

Mr. BUTLER. I have mught some time to say a word or two about
this matter, because, if I understand it, it is a clear case of justice.
If I do not understand it, why the bill onght not to pass, so far as I
can see, and with the leave of the gentlemen of the committee I will
state the exaet position of the matter as I understand it.

Albert Grant went before the Court of Claims with a claim for extra
work on a public bailding over and above the contract prices. The
Court of Cl]aims heard his case and gave him a sum of money. That
sum in his judgment was not sufficient to cover the case.

The judgment was appealed from to the Supreme Court by the
Government, and that appeal was pending for more than three months,
the time limited by law for Grant to take an appeal. The Govern-
ment then, being satisfied that it was wrong, withdrew the appeal.
That made it impossible for the judgment to be corrected in tl?e Sn-
preme Court, where ishwould have been corrected if the case had gone
to a hearing, or in the Court of Claims from which it had been re-
moved by appeal.

Now, in regard to all this talk about a court in equity settling this
matter; allow me to say that there is no jurisdietion in equity of any
court in this land that I know of to give the relief asked. Therenpon
the claimant, alleging that there was a mistake in computation, came
to Congress and asked for the appropriation of a sum of money to
correct that mistake, and Congress in this Honse throngh my learned
colleague on the Committee on the Judiciary, the gentleman from
Maine, [Mr. FrRYE,] said to the claimant, “ This is not your remedy ;
this stands as the g‘udgment of the court; and as long as it stands
as the judgment of a court, Congress will not override it.” There-
npon the committee reported against the elaim.

Then the claimant eomes here and says, “ Well, will Congress send
this case back to the Court of Claims to ascertain if there is any mis-
take?” That is the case now before the House. Upon what evidence
does the claimant come here and undertake to show probable cause
that there has been a mistake? First, he brings the certificate of
the chief-justice who tried the cause, who says that upon examining
his memoranda made at the time the cause was being heard, he finds
that there was a mistake in computation, that he took the wrong
paper—a paper not in evidence. The attorney for the United States
says that, as he understands it, upon the prineiple of the decision of
the case there was a mistake.

We are now asked to give this complainant the remedy of bein
allowed to go back to the court and having that mistake correc
if there was one. Various objections are made to that, and I will
examine them in reverse order. The last one, made by the gentleman
from Illinois, [Mr. EpEN,] is that the Government will lose its evi-
dence from lapse of time. Pardon me, the evidence in the Court
of Claims is all taken in writing and is in print. This bill does not
give any rgﬁht to bring in new evidence.

Mr. EDEN. Cannot the claimant take new evidence 1

Mr. BUTLER. Noj; he cannot take any new evidence; there is
no new evidence wanted. The evidence is there or it is not there.
It is on the recerd or not on the record. Therefore there is no dan-
ger in that regard.

Another objection is that gentlemen do not believe there was a
mistake. Now I appeal to every lawyer in this House that a court
will issne a rule for a rehearing whenever there is probable cause
shown that there may have Dbeen a mistake in amounts of its own
judgment. Here is probable cause shown by the certificate of the

judge.

? LP: HE;NDERSON. Will the gentleman allow me fo ask him one
uestion

i Mr. BUTLER. Yes, three; I have time enough.

Mr. HENDERSON. You say, allow the correction of the judg-
ment of the judges of the courf in giving the judgment.

Mr, BUTLER. Pardon me; not o mistake of judgment in the
judges giving the judgment ; that is not what is asked for. They
gave judgment for the extra work, but they wrote *$34,000” instead
of “$£41,000,” looking at the wrong paper. That is all there is of it.
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Now, I ask anybody if you should go to a court and say to the court
you have made a mistake of computation on the principles upon
which you gave the judgment, would not the conrf issue a rule to
show canse why there should not be a rehearing ?

But it is said this is a late day. Wellthas the complainant slept on
his right? He came before Congress immediately. The remedy he
asked for was a wrong one, and Congress put him aside. He came
again and again, and has heen before ns asking, what is now right, to
be allowed to go before the court. He says, “I want to go to the
court and ask if there was not a mistake.” Now, my friend from Illi-
nois who seems—I speak with'great respect—tohave been the obstinate
juryman on this committee, for all the rest seem to have agreed to the

reggrt.—-——
r. EDEN. The gentleman is mistaken; I am not on the com-
mittee.

Mr. HENDERSON. He refers fo me.

Mr. BUTLER. I heg my friend's pardon. He is always the obsti-
nate juryman. [Laughter.] The objection on the part of my friend
from Illinois [Mr. HENDERSON] is that the judges are dead and gone,
and therefore Grant will have a great deal of difficulty in getting
this Court of Claims to find out whether there was a mistake. That
is one of his troubles, I will agree; but that is his tronble. Because
his task in obtaining justice is to be more difficult that is no reason
why we shonld not give him a chance, and give him all the chances
he has. '

Some of us have within five days attended the funeral of that good
man and great judge of the Court of Claims, Chief-Justice Casey,
who gave the certificate that there was a mistake. That is one of
the great wrongs which delay has worked on this claimant. But
that is no reason why we should not send the claim to a court of our
own making, asking them to examine the record and see whether
they have made a mistake. If they cannot find upon re-examination
of the evidence that they have made a mistake, that will be the end
of it.

Mr, EDEN. I wish to call the attention of the gentleman from
Massachusetts to the fact that this claimant when he first put in his
petition elaimed only $37,500.

Mr. BUTLER. Precisely so; but I call the gentleman’s attention
to the fact that he claimed $37,500 for one thing, and $50,000 and
more for another thing.

Mr. EDEN. The other was for ; this ig for work.

Mr. BUTLER. I understand that. Buot a part of these damages
was for injury on delayed payment and for the cost of the work over
and above what it ought to have cost. A portion of that was ruled
out, and a portion came in in the testimony of the architect. But if
the mistake is not so large as the claimant thinks, then of eourse the
court will award him so much the less.

Mr. EDEN. The point I desire to make is that the court allowed
the claimant §34,000 in round numbers for extra work ; and this re-
port shows that his first claim for extra work was only $37,000 in
round numbers. This, I take it, is a pretty strong argnment to show
that the court did not make any mistake at all.

Mr. BUTLER. I can answer that suggestion very easily. Mr.
Grant put in his claim in two ferms; it was partly for extra work
and partly for what he called damages. A portion of what he called
dam was in fact extra work.

Mr. EDEN. And he claims now that he did not get enough for
extra work.

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir.

Mr. EDEN. But he was allowed §34,000 for extra work.

Mr. BUTLER. I find I do not make myself clear to my friend
from Illinois, and I am afraid I do not to others. This man has done
certain work extra to his contract. The claim for that he puts be-
fore the court, partly as extra work and partly in the nature of dam-

. The court tell him that under the law they eannot admit any
:Ei?nfordamagea, but they will admit all proper claimsforextra work.
Thereupon they find on examination that a part of the claim which
he had put in as damages ought to have been classed as extra work.
Therefore, the contract m(gnring that he should have written evi-
dence for his extra work, the change is made—

Mr. EDEN. Where does the gentleman find any statement that
the court corrected the account in that way,by deciding that a por-
tion of the amount claimed as damages ought to have been claimed
for extra work? I do not find that in the report.

Mr. BUTLER. I do not suptggse that all the learning in the world
is embraced in that report, although it is a very good report. But I
can easily see where the deduetion made by my friend misleads him.

Mr, EDEN. I understand the gentleman from Massachusetts to
state as a matter of fact that the court did what he states, and I am
simply inquiring for the evidence upon which he founds his state-
ment.

Mr. BUTLER, If the tleman will read the record and exam-
ine the claims as put in, he will see that a ion of the claim for
damages ought to have been puf in as a claim for extra work. DBut
that is not the point. If there was. any mistake in this judgment
upon the principles adoPtad by the court in its decision, (for mobody
asks that those %ﬁnci es shall be overturned,) we propose that the
error be corrected. there was no mistake, then of course the court
will find nothing to correct. The Government having misled a man
by its own acts into not appealing where he could have had the thing

corrected, we propose simply to give the man an opportunity to go
back to the cml:rt under all thesgldlmcnlties and have a rehcaringg,
not npen the principles of the decision, buf on a matter of computa-
tion appearing upon the record.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment reported
by theé committee, which will be read.

The Clerk read as follows:

-
Pmmda% That judgment shall not be rendered in said case for over the sum of
$14,000, and for no sum whatever except for extra work and materials furnished.

Mr. BUTLER. There ig no objection to that amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. WHITTHORNE. In order to meet the argument made by the
gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. BUTLER,] I desire to submit an
amendment to the bill. I move to amend by striking ount, in lines 3
and 4, the words * reopen and readjundicate” and inserting the word
“review;” by striking out, in thesixthline, the words * proofs here-
tofore ” and inserting the word “record;” by striking out, in the sev-
enth ,}ine, the word “readjudication” and inserting the word * re-
view’——

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will submit his amendment in
writing.

Mr. BUTLER. I think there will be no objection to that amend-
ment if the gentleman makes it read *record and proof.”

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to make an inquiry as to the meaning of the
gentleman from Tennessee in offering his amendment. I nnderstand
there are proceedings in review and there are proceedings for readjuo-
dication. Perbaps they are convertible terms. If he means they are
and the court shall have power to render additional judgment if it
shall find the jondgment should be so rendered, I have no objection to
it. If he means simply to review the fact and leave it to the act of
review only without objection, I shall object.

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I provide the court shall give judgment for
such amount as it intended to enter.

Mr. HENDERSON. Iwant to say that it seems to me this bill does
not intend merely to correct a clerical error in the entering of the
judgmeunt or mistake of compntation, but goes further, as suggested by
the gentleman from Tennessee, and really provides for a new trial.

Mr.BUTLER. The gentleman istrying to correct that in his amend-

ment.

BII‘.’ROBINSON. of Massachusetts, What is the pending amend-
ment

The CHAIRMAN. The one offered by the gentleman from Tennes-
see, which he is preparing, and when prepared it will be reported.

Mr. EDEN. I submit an amendment that all claimants be allowed
to have their cases reopened if they shall so desire it.

Mr. BRIGHT. That is not germane, and I objeet to it.

Mr. EDEN. I do not insist on the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN.: The bill will now be read as itis proposed to be
amended by the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. WHITTHORNE. ]

The Clerk read as follows :

That the Court of Claims be, and it is hereby, directed to review the case of
Albert Grant and Darins C. Jackson, doing business as A. Grant & Co., on the
records submitted to the said court in said cause; and if said court in such review
shall find from such records the court gave judgment for a diffefent sum than that
intended, &o. ;

Mr. BUTLER. I ask my friend from Tennessee to insert after the
word * records ”’ the words * and proofs therein.”

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Proofs a{:'eady therein ¥

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir.

Mr. WHITTHORNE, I accept that amendment.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I move to strike ount the word
% the ” in the eleventh line of the bill and insert the word “such.”

The CHAIRMAN. That has been remedied in one of the other
amendments,

The bill, as amended, was again read.

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Itisquiteimpossible for me to
E{ot the exact language of the bill as read, but it seems to me this

ouse does not wish to pass a bill leaving open the whole question
of the intention of the court. As I understand my colleague from
Massachusetts his purpose is to confine the review to the evidence
now on file. This bill, as read, says the court shall correct the error
and make the sum correspond with the intention of the court.

Mr. BUTLER. Upon proofs.

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It isnot confined to proofs on
file. My purpose in the amendment changing the word *the” to
#such ” is to hold down the correction to the proofs now in the ‘case.
If we leave it so the whole ground may be gone over and you may
go into the intention of the court this 1[]mrty rant may come in and
produce this letter of Judge Casey to show what was the intention of
the court, a letter written long after the judge had retired from the
beneh. I think the bill should be more carefnlly guarded in that re-

spect.

Mr. BUTLER. There is no objection to the gentleman’s amend-
ment.,

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It is to strike ont all the words
which go to the intention of the court. I cannot tell what they are
now, the bill has been so much chang:d.

Mr. EDEN. I move that the bill be laid aside to be reported to
the House with the recommendation that it be laid upon the table.
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The committee divided ; and there wam—.ayea 51, noes, 28,

Mr. BRIGHT demanded tellers,

Tag(eirs were ordered; and Mr. BuTLER and Mr. EDEN were ap-
pointed.

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to have the bill re-read, so that if it is open
to objection on the ground stated by my colleague it may be corrected.

The Clerk read as follows:

.

That the Court of Claims be, and is hereby, directed to reopen and review the
case of Albert Grant and Darins C. Jacl , doing busi as Grant & Co., on the
record and proofs already submitted to the said court in said canse; and if said

court in snch readjudication shall find from such record and proofs that the coort |

gave judgment for a different sum than the court intended to enter, it then shall
correct such error and adjudge to the said Albert Grant such sum as the proofs
shall justify.

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 02,
noes 40,

Mr. BUTLER. How was that for a qnorum f

The CHAIRMAN. Itisnotaquorum. Isfurther countdemanded {

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. ;

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the rule.

The Clerk read as follows: :

RuLE 106, Whenever the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or
the Committee of the Whole House, finds itself without a quornm, the chairman
shall cause the roll of the Honse to be ealled, and thereupon the committee shall
rise and the Chairman shall n:fortr the names of the absentees to the House, which
shall be entered on the Journal.

Mr. BRIGHT. The count has not yet been completed.

The tellers reported—ayes 89, nves 3.

So the motion was d to; and the bill was laid aside to be re-
pohrlbetl to the House with the recommendation that it be laid on the
table. ’

JAMES P. THOMPSON.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
407) granting a pension to James P. Thompson, of MeMinnville, Ten-
nessee ; repo adversely from the Committee on Revolutionary
Pensions by Mr, GARDNER.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a recom-
mendation that it be laid on the table.

HENRY . WEATHERBY.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
706) granting a pension to Henry C. Weatherby, a soldier in the war of
1812; reported adversely from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen-
sions by . (ARDNER. :

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a recom-
mendation that if he laid on the table.

AGNES FAIRLY.

uTlm next business on thimsrtg C{llendzr was tl!)m b$ Hi}IR° No.

ing a pension to airly, widow avid Fairly ; re-

:jmnﬁugl the Committee ou Invilid Pensions by, Mr. RICE, of
0.

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs the Secretary of the
Interior to place upon the ion-roll, subjeet to the provisions and
limitations of the pension-laws, the name of Agnes Fairly, widow of
David Fairly, late first lientenant Seventh United States éaval.ry.

* The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House.

JOHN B. TUCKER.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
506) granting a pension to John B. Tucker; reported adversely from
the Committee on Invalid Pensions by Mr. RiDDLE,

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Let the bill be read.

The bill, which was read, anthorizes and directs the Secretary of
the Interior fo place upon the pension-roll, subject to the igions
and limitations of the pension-laws, the name of John B. Tucker, a
private in Company B, Green River Battalion, Kentucky State Vol-
unteers, to take effect from and after the pm%aof the act.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to have the ear of the
House for a short time for the purpose of presenting the facts in a
claim for pension which in my é:l ent is just and meritorions. I
regret that the Committee on Invalid Pensions have thought pro
to report adv to this bill. Baf before making the remarks that
I propose I will the Clerk to read the report in this case.

he Clerk read the report, as follows :
Itnpﬁearn that John B. Tucker was aEﬁinnte in Company B, Green River Bat-

talion, Kentucky Volunteers, and that w! firing the al salute at Clover-
port, Kentueky, July 4, 1265, under the orders of the commandant of the post at
that .hemh{ﬂm lsldhehnm:l:f thg&n.wuudedhym swab

g through both of his hands, tearing 80 ¥ that the surgeon had to
mw them, and he was thereby incapacitated to earn his subsistence by man-

If John B, Tucker had been mustered into the service of the United States he
would clearly have been entitled to a pension. His application was rejected by the
Commissioner of Pensions because he was not in the service of the United States,
The battation to which John B. Tockeér belon was a State organization, and
never was in the service as a part of the United States Army, and for this reason
your ittee foel trained to r d the rejection of the bill. But for
this fact a favorable report would have been made.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I hold in my hand an affidavit of
a commissioned officer of the company to which this soldier belon
He was enlisted in the Green River Battalion of Kentueky Volun-
teers, in February, 1865. . While at Clov rt with his command on
the 4th day of Jul , 1865, acting under orders issued by the United

i the design of thmsmmawubothh

States commissioned officer commanding that post, he assisted in fir-
i];f a salute in commemoration of that glorious day. In firing the

ute, by the premature discharge of the gun, both his hands were
shot off; and in consequence of this sad occurrence both his fore-
arms were amputated. I have seen this maimed soldier since. He
is a resident of my district, and I know he has no means on earth for
support. He is actually to-day a public charge in the county of
Hardin, with six or eight children, destitute of other than public
charity as means of support. The ground npon which the Commis-
sioner of Pensions rejected the claim was simply that he had not been
actually mustered into the United States service. It was on that
gronnd also that the Committee on Invalid Pensions, as I under-
stand, rejected his claim. I believe that the Commissioner of Pen-
sions and the committee have both discriminated unjustly against
this soldier. I find no general law authorizing the grant of pensions.
that limits them to those that were technically mustered into the
service of the United States. In fact, the general law governin,
the granting of pensions provides that “any person not an au]iabag
soldier in the Army, serving for the time being as a member of the
militia of any State under the orders of an officer of the United
States,” &o., are entitled to pensions if disabled in an engagement
with rebels or Indians, Thus it will be seen that the general law, as.
we find it in section 4693, contemplates the pensioning of militiamen,
or men who were not mustered into the service of the United States.
I find further, sir, that the Committee on Invalid Pensions at this.
session of Congress, nay even within the last month of this session of
Congress, have reported a bill recognizing the right to pensions of
militiamen or men belonging to the militia of a State.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, I beg to correct the gentleman. No such bill
has been reported.

Mr. RYAN, I would like the gentleman from Illinois to explain,
the circumstance under which the injury was sustained by this claim-

ant.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I did so a moment ago and I will
restate them. This man was enlisted in the Green River Battalion of
Kentucky Volunteers in Febrnary, 1865. While at Cloverport in
the State of Kentucky, under the command and acting in obedience
to the orders of a United States officer, he was assisting in firing a
salute on the 4th day of July, 1865, in honor of the day. In firing:
the salute by the premature discharge of the gun both Lis hands were-
shot off and his arms were both amputated, I believe, at or near the
elbow. I have here the affidavit of an officer of his company more:
fully detailing the cirenmstances under which this oceurred.

. RYAN. How was he subject to the command of the United
States officer 7

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. He was enlisted a member of the
Kentucky State Volunteers, and he was placed at Claverport under
a command which was aiding and assisting the United States troops
in maintaining the Union; and while at that post, in obedience to
the order of a United States officer who was commanding there, he
sustained this injury.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. He wasnot in the service of the United States
at all. He was not nnder the rules and regunlations of war.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I do not consent fo this interrup-
tion. Iassert that he was as much in the service of the United States
as those who are contemplated in the instances I have specified in
the general law. I have further made the assertion, and I will soon
make it good by the proof, that the Committee on Invalid Pensions
have reported a bill recognizing the claims of militi , of men
who have never been mustered into the United States Army or serv-
ice. Before I present that evidence I will read the facts moem'::&
the injury of this soldier, as sworn to by a commissioned officer
the co%fsn‘y to which this man belonged.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Was the captain in the service of the United
tates

8 1
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Let me read the affidavit and then
you can judge for yourself. The affidavit is as follows:

STATE OF KENTUCKY,
Crittenden County, &s :

On this 13ith day of February, 15878, p ally apy me, & ty-
court clerk in and for said county, James B. Pll{lh. who is personally known to
me to be the idmﬁeﬂeﬁnmon he represents himself to be, and whom I certify to be
res ble and enti to full faith and credit, and who, being duly sworn, says.

he is the identical James B. Parish who was a first lieatenant in Company
B, Green River Battalion, Kentucky State Volunteers ; and he further states that
the United States Army
and to protect the State o nt_u%y against the raiding bands of guerrillas who
plundered and ravished throngh Kentucky, and that were under the com-
mand of division and brigade commanders who were T States commissioned
officers ; that they were in the Third Brigade, in the Second Di ent
of Kentocky ; n-lidiviaiun was commanded by Brevet Brigadier-General 0. H. Mur-
ray, whose headquarters was at Bowling Green, Kentucky ; that their battalion and
my officers were eommissioned by Governor Bramlett, of Kentucky. And he

er states that John B, Tucker was a privateinhis said company ; thatsaid John
B. Tucker was mustered into said service on the 25th day of February, 1865, at Cal-
boxmi:K.nnt.ncky, {for twelve months. And he further states that Major John W.
=) er, who commanded

R

wel said bumhn,&mmd b! orders a cannon for the pur-
pose of the national salute on the day of Jaly, 1865, at Cloverport, -
tucky, and John B. Tucker was detailed Major Sweiker to help man the
and while firing the gun or from some cause it became so hot or some

cartridge home or to its

gh both of his hands,

powder burning him
bones

cannon,
in the she fired ol!jnstu’.l‘ucksrrunn:'daﬂ‘m

gun,
seat in said gun, blowing the all to pi
and thmwin‘uhhn ma%immo from his tion at the
severely on breast, face, and arms, in the fall his
through the skin and into the ground, which was very hard at that time; that

were driven |
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gaid Tucker was given np to his regimental surgeon, who soon summoned a board
of surgeons and myself as his commander, who all agreed that the only chance to
save him was to amputate both hands, so tj;ley did, and trying to save his arms too
near to his hands they soon found it necessary to amputate them again, which
they did, taking them ‘off further nup the arms. Affiant further states that said
Tucker was under my command and a member of the comLEnny commanded by me
as firet lientenant, and that I was dul issioned by the g of the State
of Kentucky, sai ission dated 28th day of February, 1865, and that T and
my companions in arms were under the command of United States commissioned
officers. That said national salute was ordered to be fired by Colonel Sam. John-
son, brigade commander, United States Army, to the best of my recollection, and
it was in obedience to said order that said salute was fired whereby the said Tucker
was wounded as aforesaid.
JAMES B. PARISH.

Subscribed and sworn to before me by James B. Parish, February 13, 1878,
[8BAL.) JAMES W. BIGHAM
Olerk Orittenden County Court.

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Was it the duty of the commanding
officer of the United States Army to order this soldier to discharge
this duty at that time ?

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That is a question which my friend
can question if he desires to do so, but I am ready to say there are
few if any more patriotic duties which a soldier can be requested or
required to dissharge on the Fourth of July than to aid in eommemo-
rating the birth of our national independence, unless it may be those
performed while engaged in battle defending his country. It seems
to me it is in the truest sense a lawful and a patriotic duty, for a dis-
obedience of which a soldier deserves punishment when he is ordered,
as in this case, to perform. 1 sibmit that this soldier at the time
when he received his disabilities was acting in the line of his duty
as o soldier.

I want now to meet more fully the point mnde by the committee
in this report. They seem to think that no man is entitled to a pen-
sion unless he has n actually mustered into the service of the
United States. I have asserted, and I now repeat, that they have
brought in a bill recognizing the claims of men who were not mus-
tered into the service of the United States. Let me call the atten-
tionof the House to bill No. 272, which is known asthe Mexican sol-
diers’ pension bill. I will read the firstsection of it. Itisas follows:

Be it enacted, de., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author-
ized and direeted to place on the pension-roll the of the surviving officers and
enlisted men, inclmﬁng militia and volunteers of the military and naval services
of the United States, who served sixty days in the war of 1846 and 1847 with Mexico,
who served thirty days in the Creek war or disturbances of 1535 and 1836, or in the
Florida war with the Seminoles from 1835 to 1242, or the Black Hawk war of 1832,
and were honorably , and to such other ofticer and soldiors and sailors
as may have been personally named in any resolution of Congress for any specific
service in said wars, althongh their term of service may huive been less than sixty
days, and the surviving widows of such officers and enlisted men as were married to
such officers or soldiers or sailors prior to the discharge of such officers and enlisted
men : Provided, That such widows have not remarried.

Now let me put this question to the commifttee : If it be the purpose
to pension the militiamen who were in the wars enumerated
in this bill, where is the justice of making a disecrimination against
soldiers en, in the late war? You have recognized the fact that
when a militiaman is engaged in the service fighting Indians and
Mexicans, althongh he may never have been mustered into the United
States Army, he is entitled to a pension. Why may not the same
rule be applied to this man? It seem to me that he has a just
claim upon the Government. There can be no question about the
disability. Every man looking at him can see that he is totally and
permanently disabled from manual labor, and, as I have gaid, he is a
charge upon Hardin County, Illinois, in which he lives.

I will say nothing further now, but will wait until I hear what
may be said by members of the committee in answer to my remarks.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. It is not very often that the members of the
Committee on Pensions report a bill adversely that is discussed by
the House. My colleague on the committee from Tennessee, [ Mr. Rin-
DLE,] who is now absent on account of sickness, reported adversely
on this case. That report is the unanimons report of the committee.
This poor, unfortunate man, Mr. John B. Tucker, was never in the
service of the United States. After the war had closed, in the year
1865, he was a member of a Kentucky militia company, and on the
Fourth of July of that year he, with others, was eelnabmtil:l%1 that
day, and he was one of the cannoneers, and by accident his hands
were shot off, which necessitated the amputation of his arms above
the elbows. y

Now the point to be borne in mind is that this poor, unfortunate
man was never in the service of the United States. What do you
pension men for? Because they have received disabilities and wounds
in the service of the United States and in the line of duty. That is
the reason. We do not wish to defeat the practice, the purpose, and
the policy of the Government of the United States because our sym-

thies are enlisted in this case. For one, if I could I would help

im. If this were a bill introduced to give him a bonus, a gratuity,
I would vote for it willingly, cheerfully ; but to put this man on the
pension-roll who was never in the service for disabilities that he in-
curred after the war, belonging as he did to a Kentucky militia com-
pany, would not be in aecor(fnnce with the pension laws, and the
commitfee unanimously thought so. Hence the bill was reported
adversely. That is all there is in the case.

I wish to say, in re, to the ruling of the committee, that they
have applications before them for men who have never in the
military or naval service of the Government, but in the civil service.
The committee never reports a bill in their favor. That is the char-

»

acter of many of the most frequent applications made to the commit-
tee. We confine the relief of pension cases to persons who have been
in the military or naval service of the United States.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, I desire to ask the gentleman a
question. I understand him to assert that this soldier was not in the
service.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Not in the serviee of the United States.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I stated that he was a member of
a Kentucky State volunteer company.

Mr. RIC]:‘., of Ohio. Very true, but he never did any duty. The
point is sg;:ly this, and I wish to make it clear——

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will not the gentleman allow me
the courtesy to ask him a question ?

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Iwill in a moment, but let me make this
remark. He was not in the service of the United States or amenable
to the rnles and regulations of war. Very true he need not have
obeyed the order of the officer if he did not wish to do so.

r. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Allow me a question now. I have
asserted that this man was in the militia service, and a bill which
your committee has reported recognizes the right of all militiamen
to pensions.

Mr, RICE, of Ohio. Who served sixty days in the service of the
United States? .

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. This man had six months,

Mr. FRANKLIN. Mr. Chairman, I am not o to pensioning
the disabled soldiers of our country. I have nniformly since my en-
trance upon service in this House voted for snch bills when the com-
mittee properly in charge thereof have made favorable report. A
nation should take care of its defenders. When a meritorious case is
presented, when a just appeal is made, we, the representatives of the
people, shonld not hesitate to heed it. Sir, while I have the henor
to occupy a seat npon this floor I shall always be willing that the
treasure of the Government shall be generously given to aid those who
became disabled in the service of their country. In all ages and in
all elimes where civilization has had its abode the patriot who per-
iled his life in defense of the institutions of his country has been
justly rewarded. Not only shonld the Union soldier in the late war
be thus rewarded, but I go further and say that all the brave men
who served in our Army during the war with Mexico should be pen-
sioned by the Government. We should not forget them in their de-
clining years. Their claims in this behalf should be recognized. They
have petitioned us for years and received no favorable response.

Bnt, Mr. Chairman, their patriotic services will not be rewarded
until the time comes when the party now in the minority in this
House shall regard all sections of this country with that degree of
justice that shonld be extended toward them., en that time arrives
the Mexican war pension bill will become a law. If is an act of jus-
tice long delayed. The men who by their valor acquired the almost
illimitagle region extending from our then western border to the
Pacific coast should have been mco%:ized long ago.

I do not believe, however, that the case under consideration pre-
sents the proper state of facts to entitle it to our favorable action.
I regret that 1t does not. When the distinguished soldier who is the
chairman of the Committee on Pensions reports against allowing an
application for a pension, it is time for this House to comsider the
case very maturely before it acts contrary to his recommendation in
the matter. He has been remarkably liberal in such cases. He has
shown uniformly that he is a friend of the soldier not only in theory,
but in fact ; not merely in words, but in action.

This claimant was not in the service of his country when this
casualty occurred. The chairman of the committee says he was not.
The accident occurred on the 4th day of July, 1865. The war closed
in April of that year. Now, if a sion can be allowed this man for
an accident which occurred in firing a salute on the 4th of July, 1865,
why should it be denied in the case of an accident which mr& have
occurred on the 4th of July, 18757 What state of facts in the one
case that could not exist in the other to juati!zushe application 7

Something has been said to the effect that this militia organization
was aiding the Army of the United States in suppressing guerrilla
bands. Guerrilla bands on the 4th day of July, 1865! Sir, I under-
take to say that there was not a guerrilla under arms in Kentucky in
1865, and there was no necessity for any such organization as this to
suppress guerrilla bands. ;

Ee fact that the Committee on Pensions have reported t this
bill and that there are no facts showing the case to be within any rule
by which we shounld be guided, seems to me to determine what conrse
should be pursued.

Mr. WRIGHT. I understand that this man was a soldier in the
militia. He was mustered into some kind of service. He was per-
forming service.

Mr, TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That is a fact.

Mr. WRIGHT. Being at a certain place, he is directed by his com-
manding officer to perform a certain duty. The gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. RicE] says it was a matter of his own volition whether he
should obey that order or not.

Now, here js an ignorant man, it may be supposed; perhaps with
his musket in his hand. He is ord by an officer to discharge a
certain duty, and in the disel of that duty he loses both of his
hands. Now, if this is not a meritorious case for a pension, I cannet
see what would be one.
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Mr. FRANKLIN. It may be a meritorious case for a gratuity, but

not fowenaion.

Mr. IGHT. I donot care what name you give it; the man was
in service.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. The State of Kentucky might pension this
man if it wished to.

Mr. WRIGHT. He was in the line of his duty; it was his duty to
Obfﬂthe order of his snperior officer.

. FRANKLIN. I will vote to give him a certain sum of money
as a gratuity or as a bonus, but not to pension him.

Mr. TOW%ESHEND, of Illinois. I desire to answer the two points
made by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Rice.] The first point is
one I have already discussed and which was made in the report; it
was that because this man was not mustered into the service of the
TUnited States he is not entitled to a pension. But he now seems to
some extent to abandon that point, and rests his objection mainly
upon the ground that the soldier was not wounded while the war
was in progress.

Mr, RICE, of Ohio. Oh, no; not that.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Did I not understand the gentle-
man to say that he was not entitled to a pension because when this
accident occurred the war was over ?

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. No; but because he was never in the service
of the United States.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I hold in my hand and have read
1o the House testimony showing his enlistment in the Kentncky vol-
unteer regiment and his service in aid of the ¥ederal Army under
command of a Federal officer, and now I will Emaent. additional testi-
mony under the seal of the State of Kentue ¥, which demonstrates
the fact that this man comes within the provisions of the bill which
the gentleman from Ohio has brought in here to pension soldiers of
the Mexican and Indian wars. This man was a militiaman of the
State of Kentueky. I have introduced evidence from his officers to
show the further fact that this soldier performed service under the
direction of Federal commanders from Yebruary, 1865, until the day
when he was disabled from all further service.

There is one forther point which I wish to make. I must express
my surprise that the gentieman from Ohio, [Mr. RicE,] who was a
distinguoished soldier in the late war, should make an unjust discrimi-
nation against militiamen who enlisted in behalf of the Union dur-
ing the late war. I am in favor of pensioning the soldiers of the
Mexican war and thesoldiers of the various Indian wars. ButI want
to place the soldiers who enlisted in the late war, especially so far as
this question is concerned, on the same footing with soldiers of the
other wars of this country.

As I have already indicated, I hold in my hand here a certificate
from the adjutant-general of the State of Kentucky, showing the fact
that this man enlisted in Febrnary and was discharged in August.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. The gentleman cannot place me at a disadvan-
tage in regard to my action here in reference to pensioning soldiers,
I know that what has drog;p:ad from his lips in that regard cannot be
so construed by any member of this House or by any one else who
Iknows me, The idea that I am in favor of making a discrimination

“in re, to soldiers who have served the United States is utterly un-

founded.

1 would be willing to give this man a bounty or a gratuity, but he
never was in the service of the United States; he was never muktered
into the service. That is the only point.

Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Chairman, the remarks of the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. TowNsHEND] in regard to this bill are not based upon
any existing law. His argument proceeds simply upon the basis of
the bill now pending in this Honse providing for pensions to soldiers
of the war with Mexico. The existing law on the subject of pensions
provides that a militinman who has been mustered and enlisted into
the service of the United States under an ofticer of the United States
may be pensioned for injuries of any kind received in the line of duty,
fighting against the rebels or against Indians. But it does not appear
that this applicant was engaged in any such duty. The duoty he was
performing was voluntary on his own {mrt—patriotic, no doubt; but
1§w law does not provide that we shall pension men for patriotism
alone.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman will allow me to
interrupt him, for I do not think he desires to do this man injustice.
I have read an affidavit from the officer of this man’s company, show-
ing that he was in the military service of Kentucky, and that when
lie fired thoe salute he was acting in obedience of the command of the
United States officer commanding that post. 1t was not a voluntary
act on his part.

Mr. RAINEY. DBut, Mr. Chairman, it does not appear that he was
either enlisted or mustered into the service of the United States;
and while he may have done what the gentleman states, he did not
do it within the purview of the law. ;

Mr. 'I‘O\WSH};‘ND, of Illinois. IIe was mustered into the State
service.

Mr. RAINEY. He may have been mustered into the State service,
but hie was not mustered into the service of the United States so as
to bring him nnder the control of a United States officer.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Why, then&ldoes the gentleman
Tecognize such claims in regard to soldiers of the Mexican war ?

Mr. RAINEY. 1n those cases the services were rendered on behalf

of the United States. But this man was nof, as I have said, doing
any duty within the purview of the existing law.

I do not know whether the affidavit to which the gentleman has
referred was in the hands of the member of the committee who had
this bill in charge, but I am safisfied that this report, adverse to the
grant.mg of a ]E:ension, is based upon the existing law; and if thecom-
mittee have been unable to grant this pension, it is attributable to
the fact that they conld not go beyond the provisions of the law as
it now stands.

This applicant was not in the service of the United States at the
time in question. The war had ended. It cannot be shown that he
was in the service of the United States, and hence it cannot be
proven that he is entitled to any pension, The committee have been
very liberal; we have certainly stretched the law to its ntmost ten-
sion in granting pensions. In rejecting this elaim we acted upon
what we deemed good and sufficient reasons. As the gentleman who
made the report is not in the House at present, I feel it my duty to
say that this case appears to be ruled out by a provision of section
4093 of the Revised Statutes, defining the persous entitled as bene-
ticiaries under the pension law, whicﬁ I ask the Clerk to read.

The Clerk read as follows:

Third. Any person not an enlisted soldier in the Army, serving for the time
being as a member of the militia of any State, under orders of an officer of the
United States, or who volunteered for the Hime being to servo with any regularly
organized military or naval force of the United States, or who etherwise volun-
teered and rendered service in any ang&g:xleut with robels or Indians, disabled in
consequence of wounds or injary received in the line of duty in sanch tempora
service. Bnt no claim of aState militiaman or non-enlisted g:rsnn, on account 3
disability from wounds or injury received in battle with rebels or Indians, while
temporarily rendering xmrv-im,l shall be validl unless prosecuted to a successful
issge prior to the 4th day of July, 1874,

Mr. RAINEY. I think that the Committee of the Whole will not
hesitate to sustain the report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions.
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. In reply to the gentleman from
South Carolina [ Mr, RAINEY] permit me to put this inquiry for the
consideration of the House: Suppose that a regiment of Ohio militia-
men had been to the front during the late war, and upon the eve of
battle—before a United States mustering officer could be conven-
iently found to muster them into the United States service—had
gone into battle in obedience to the command of a United Stutes offi-
cer; and suppose that one of these militiamen had been wounded
and disabled in that engagement ; is there a man upon this floor who
would vote against granting to such a soldier a pension? Thisman’s
case stands upon identically the same principle. He had enlisted in
the militia of Kentucky. He had not been actually mustered into
the United States service; but in obedience to the command of a
United States military officer (and doubtless this soldier thonght that
if he disobeyed he would be court-martialed) he was engaged in the
rformance of a legitimate duty as a soldier when he incarred this
isability. 8ir, I submit that this claim is a meritorions one and
should receive the sanction of Congress.

Mr. RAINEY. In reply to the gentleman from Illinois, I will say
that if this case had beeu such a one as he puts by way of illnstra-
tion, the man would come within the scope and purview of the law,
and wounld be entitled to a pension. But the law does not provide for
any such case as is here presented.

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There are, it seems to me, fwo questions pre-
sented in this case: first, was this man in the service of the United
States; secondly, after having been mustered into the service of the
United States (presuming that he was there) had he been mustered
out? It is immaterial in the discussion of this case whether the war
had elosed or not—

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman will allow me to
mention that by the proclamation of President Johnson the war did
not close until August, 1866, more than a year after the date of this
occurrence.

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Itis immaterial whether the war had closed
or not; for, as gentlemen are aware, a great many soldiers were not
mustered out for months after the war closed.

The next question is, (presuming, as has been said, that the war
closed in April, 1865,) was this man wounded in the line of duty ?

But we deny there ever had been a declaration made by the Presi-
dent that the war was closed in 1885. It was decided by the Presi-
dent of the United States in one case that the war was closed in 1865.
There were declarations by the President of the United States that .
war hadnot closed at that time in some of the insurrectionary States.
This man may have been engaged in a Fourth of July celebration,
and I ask those of us who were engaged on the side of the Union
whether we did not have ample reason for a grand celebration. The
gentleman states that the war had elosed, but I do not admit it. If
it had been closed then at that time we were a nnited people, a Union
indivisible and inseparable. The President declared a state of war
still existed in some of the insurrectionary States. If any man was
wounded c:;l.re_s-itu;i'J the orders of his officer while performing duty I
say there is a high obligation resting upon us to give him a pension.
We ought to doit; we owe it to him. It was not for him to deter-
mine whether the order was properly given or not; it was his duty
to obey the efficer, and while so doing ie received this wound. I hope
this patriotic man will not be denied the pension we owe him.

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I will detain the committee but a mo-
ment. The gentleman from Illinois has said that the Committee on
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Invalid Pensions have reported a bill in which they p to pen-
sion the militia of a State. The gentleman is altegether mistaken.
The committee has never reported such a bill. If he had examined
he would have discovered it referred to enlisted men and militia vol-
unteers in the naval and military service, not of a State, but of the
United States, altogether a different thing. One was in the military
service of the country ; one was under the command of the officers of
the United States, enlisted and regularly mustered into the service of
the United States, and the other was only in the service of Kentucky,
in the volunteer service, in the militia of that State. Do you propose
to lpenai.on every man who hggg:ned to be wounded in one of these
volunteer companies in the rent States? If you do, then it is
right to pension this man.
e House divided; and there were—ayes 85, noes 16.

8o the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the

recommendation that it be laid on the table,
JOSEPHINE C. OWEN,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H, R. No.
1243) for the relief of Josephine C. Owen, postmaster at Randolph,
New York.

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of
the Treasury to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to Josephine C. Owen, postmaster at Randolph, in the
State of New York, tga sum of $515, to reimburse her for the loss of
poata.go—s‘bnmﬁu and mone helongin%?nuid post-office, which were
stolen from the vault of the bank in dolph, where they had been
deposited for safe-keeping, without negligence on the part of the said

tmaster.
Po‘i‘ha report was read, as follows:

Mr. DickEY, from the Committee of Claims, submitted the following x

On the Tth E‘ln{ of May, 1875, and su uent thereto, Mrs. Josephine C. Owen
“Enhro k:: t:ha oo t§;1 i.n:gg g?nt: Doanf:ndY.ab?!'ongin to the office, in the
vault of eM&.D‘rﬂa. at Rlnl:io]ph,u memoss%wumpmoeim :
ble to her for their safe-keeping. On the evening of May 7, 1875, she placed in the
vault of said bank a tin box containing all the money and stamps on hand be-
longing to said post-office.

The money 8o placed in said vault amoonted to. ..ccveeeeermeneiinnnnnnns 8162 00
B L 653 00
Makingatotalof. ....cceccecerisanramminmsnmasnsermannnssnsasssm=. BI5 00

On the night of May 7, 1875, the said bank was entered by burglars and robbed,
and the money and stamps were stolen and carried away, and no portion of
either has been recovered.

Subsequently one of the burglars was captared, tried, and convicted, and sent
to the peniten

Mrs. Owen was required to settle with the Post-@ffice Department for the loss
8o sustained, and did so out of her own funds,

The testimony shows Mrs. Owen to be a lady of h}gb] respectable character,

& support of herself and

::!‘:‘}d. widow, dependent upon the salary of her office for
udren.

It further shows that this loss sustained by her was without carelessness or neg-
ligence on her part, and that she exercised pruodence and diligence in the proper
care of the money and stamps in her custody as I;oetmaswr he committee are
therefore of the opinion that she is entitled to relief, and that she ought to be re-
imbnrsed ; and for that report back to the House the bill No. 1243 with
the recommendation that it do pass.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom-
mendation that it do pass.

JAMES D. HOLMAN.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. No. 290)

for the relief of James D. Holman.
The bill, which was read, directs that out of ang moneys in the
not otherwise apg)m%ri&ted there be paid, by the retd.uorg
ef the , to James D. Holman, of Oregon, the sum of $25,000,
in full for the value of his improvements taken by the United States
and included within the military reservation at Cape Disappointment,
in Washington Territory; this to be in full of all claims for compen-
sation and d arising out of the appropriation of petitioner’s
Pro| by the United States.

r. , of Oregon. Mr. Chairman, in this case the report
is voluminous and will require a long time in its reading, and I sug-
gest to the gentleman having of the bill that he state briefly
the faots involved in the case for the judgment of the committee.

Mr. CUMMINGS. The report is quite lengthy, and if it be the
wish of the House I will give in substance the facts involved. ;

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I think after a brief explanation from
the gentleman from Iowa the committee will allow the bill to be re-
ported with the recommendation that it be passed.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, as a member of the Committee of

Claims mport.ing this bill, I will, in accordance with the suggestion of | in

the gentleman Oregon, in a few words, state the facts of this
case. The bill came to us from the Senate, and the House committee
have adopted the report of the Benate committee with an addition
which I will read : .

For the of
ints in this case:

of the
% , 1862, James D. Holman was the owner and occupant of the

improvements herein mentioned, having possession of the land on which they were
sitnate, under what is known as the donation act.
On Feb 26, 1862, the President declared amilitary reservation at Fort Can-
by, which included the land upon which were Mr. Holman's improvements.
Thntt.haSmem—{hd War, alth often ng\;emmnanrmk steps to as-
certain thevalue of these improvements until 1876,
The claimant d ity to ab ts, and they

bers of the House the committee submits the follow-

was fi
have since been destroyed by fire.
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these impr
.

The evidence is conclusive that'the
the $25,000 named in the bill
On the 30th of January, 1877, General Howard, commanding the
Department of the Columbia, made a full report to the War Depart-
ment, and this report was a;iain by the Secretary of War referred to
the Judge-Advocate-General, who transmitted to the Secretary his
favorable judgment. Letme read the report of Hon. G. W, MeCrary,
Secretary of War, made on April 3, 1877, indorsed on the reports of
General Howard and from the Judge-Advocate-General’s Office :
WaAR DEPARTMEXT, April 3, 1877,
In :;115' opinion the Oregon donation act of 1850 contemplated an appraisement of
the value of improvements while the same were in existence ; mﬁ?plm therefore
unwilling at this late day and se long after the destruetion of the proj to un-
dertake to ascertain its value and order payment thereof. The cla or some
amount is nndmbt.edgdjuul», and it does not appear that the long delay in its pros-
ecution has been can by the faunlt of the ¢ t, and it w?.u therefore be re-
to Congress with a recommendation that action be had looking to its early
settlement either by a direct appropriation for its payment or a reference to the
Court of Claims for adjudication upon its merits and without regard to the defense

of the statate of limitations.
GEO. W. McCRARY,
Secretary of War.

In my gudgmant there can be no dispute in reference to these facts.
This land belonged to Mr. Holman under the on donation act.
It was taken ?osmaaion of by the Government, and it was not earlier
settled by no fault of his but because of the delay in the Department.
Through its proper officers the War Department has submitted proofs
showing the value of the property taken was beyond that named in
the bill. The bill met the approval of the S8enate Committee and of
the Senate itself, and it was nnanimously reported by the Committee
of Claims to this Honse. I move it be laid aside to be reported to
the House with the recommendation that the bill be passed.

The motion was agreed to; and thebill was laid aside to be reported
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

Here the committee informally rose; and Mr. EDEN having taken
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a m from the Senate, by Mr.
SYMPSON, one of its clerks, informed the House that the Senate had
passed a resolution, in which the concurrence of the House was re-
quested, for printing 1,500 extra copies of the report of Carlile P.
Patterson, Superintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, show-
ing the progress made in said survey during the year ending June 30,
1878, for distribution by said Superintendent.

The me further requested the House of Representatives to re-
turn to the Senate the bill (H. R. No. 5477) to authorize the issne of
certificates of deposit in aid of the refunding of the public debt.

The message further announced that the Senate had passed a bill
(8. No. 1763) for the relief of Albert U. Wyman, late Treasurer of the
United States ; in which the concurrence of the House was requested.

The message also announced that the Senate had passed, with an
amendment in which the concurrence of the Hounse was uested,
the bill (H. R. No. 1008) relating to the Cumberland Road, il:.elflilﬁ State
of Ohio, and to anthorize the same to become a free road.

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session.

ABA WEEKS.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3122) to compensate Asa Weeks for his labor and expenses in perfect-
ing torpedoes, to o machinery, and the art of torpedo warfare for
the sole and exclusive benefit of the United States, and for other
purposes ; reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs by Mr. Hag-
Ri1s, of Massachusetts.

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Since this bill was reported the
Committee on Naval Affairs have instrocted me to report as a substi-
tute therefor the bill which I now send to the desk.

The CHAIRMAN. The substitute will be read.

The substitute was read, as follows:

ty thus abandoned was fully worth

A bill to compensate Asa Weeks for his labor and expenses in ng torpe-
does, edo machinery, and the art of torpedo warfare for the sole use and
benefit of the United States.

Beit enacted, dc., That the Secretary of the
thorized and directed to pay, out of any money in the
ropriated, to Asa Weeks, as full com tion for his servi

be, and he hereby is, an-
o Aosperhdrain.
and expenses

perfecting to oes, to 0 machinery, and the system of t o warfare for
the mil;zune and benefit of the United States, the sum of £40,000, 000 of which

paid to him when he shall in writing make assignment to the United States
of -all his inventions in torped and in hinery for operating, eontrolling, and
exploding torpedoes, or in any way relating to the suhlject of o warfare, and
ghall also in wri release the United States from all claim for his services and
expenditures and for the past or future use of hissaid inventions; and the remain-
£20,000 whenever the ry of the Navy shall certify in writing that he is
satisfied that the locomotive or rocket to , invented and devised by said Asa
Weeks, is successful and of value to the United States. And the Secretary of the
Navy is hereby directed to cause said locomotive or rocket torpedo to be tested
and perfected, in such manner and at such place as he may deem prudent, having
regard to the due protection of said invention, and he is hereby authorized to ex-
pend therefor not exceeding §5,000 out of any appropriation for torpedoes: Pro-
vided, That said Asa Weeks shall, at the request of the Secretary of the Navy,
devote his time and labor, for a period not exceeding one year, at such place as ufd
Secretary may in superintending and assisting in the construction of tor-
pedoes and in experiments with and tests of the same, without any further com-
pensation than is herein provided for,
Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, there is in this case
a printed report of twelve g:ﬁ& It contains much matter which has
no especial relation to the under consideration. It discusses the
question, the important question, whether the Government of the
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United States ought at this time to take measures to perfect the sys-
tem of torpedo warfare. I do not, Mr. Chairman, propose to refer at
length to that question now. I only ask to be permitted, instead of
having this somewhat lengthy report read, to briefly call attention to
those facts centained in the report which in the opinion of the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs entitle Mr. Asa Weeks to the proposed com-
pensation and reward from the Government.

During the late war the torpedo both as a weapon of defense and
offense accomplished great things, and demonstrated its power and
prospective usefulness. It is an American production, and has been
mainly developed by American ingenuity. In our t struggle it
did service on both sides, and from both sides received much ingenious
improvement. But at the close of the war torpedo warfare was known
ratgmr as a series of make-shifts and dangerous experiments than a
well-understood system of warfare.

Mr. Asa Weeks became interested in this important subject and
devoted much time and study in preparing himself to reduce it to a
system. Before he invented and adapted the torpedo machinery now
made use of on the Alarm, he had devoted himself to the single
subject of inventing the means by which vessels constructed for the
purpose, with machinery placed under their decks and below the
water-line, could safely and rapidly extend out from their bows and
gides iron bars bearing upon their ends torpedoes which could be
exploded by electricity while still attached to the bar. All inventors
be?ore him who had made use of the bar had thought it necessary to
throw the torpedoes from the bar before exploding them. His idea
was to hold them firmly in a fixed position until the explosion, and
thus at all times have the weapon in the control of the operation.

In the month of April, 1867, he had so far perfected his plans and
models that he ventured to address a communication to the then Sec-
retary of the Navy, calling attention to his invention and soliciting
the favorable consideration of the De ment,

Mr. HARTZELL. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts allow
me to ask him a question ?

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. With pleasure.

Mr. HARTZELL. Was this gentleman, Mr. Asa Weeks, in the em-
ploymgnt of the Government while he was making these experi-
ments

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. He was never in the employment
of the Government. I was intending to say, and I may as well say
it now in answer to the gentleman from Illinois, that all the services
he has ever rendered from 1867 to this time have been voluntarily
rendered ; and that all the inventions and improvements which he
has made have been given over to officers of the United States Navy
as fast as made, and are now within the knowledge of officers of the
United States Navy. )

On the 9th day of May, 1867, he received from the Secretary of the
Navy the following communication in reply to his letter:

NAvY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, May 4, 1867.
Sir: Yourleu:r of the 22d ultimo, to the President, has been referred by him to
L)
Bsy dh-eclionnof the Secretary of the Navy you are informed in reply that if a

description or model of your invention is forwarded to this Department, it will be
ined with refi to its adaptation to the naval service.
Very respectfully,

WM. FAXON,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

e M 4,
&, A

Mr. Weeks immediately on receiving this reply left his home in Min-
nesota and came to Washington with his plans and models of torpedoes
and torpedo boats and machinery. Having submitted his invention
to examination by the Navy Department, a board of naval officers
was organized to examine and report upon them. That board made
the following report:

ORDXANCE OFFICE, NAVY-YARD,
Washington, D. O, July 1, 1867.

Sik: Incompliance with your order of the 26th of June last, we bave carefully
examined the working. m and drawings prepared by Mr. Asa Weeks, and re-
spectfully report as follows :

His designs for controlling and operating a torpedo under water are deserving of

ideration, and should the De ent consider it expedient to make any exper-
igenu with torpedoes, we would recommend that the inventions of Mr., Weeks

We respectfully, your obedient servan
AN "3 ® GEORGE BROWN,
Commander, U. 8. .

Rear-Admiral WiLLIAM RADFORD,
Commandant.

In January 1869, having in the mean time made important changes
and improvements, he prepared new models and plans’ which he sub-
mitted to the Department. A new board was organized for their
examination. That board also made a report which is as follows:

ORDNANCE OFFICE, NAVY-YARD,
Washington, D. C.

Sm: In obedience {o an order from Admiral Radford we have examined the in-

vention presented by Mr. Asa Weeks for operating, controlling, and exploding

torpedoes under water, and are of opinion that the pr{aciplu involved therein em-
lnanlth.ly Justifies its being kept secret, under the execlusive control of the Govern-

men:
The mechanieal prrangement as represented in the model exhibited by Mr. Weeks

may be much improved, and therefore, if taken by the Government, we would rec-
ommend that its mechanical adjustment be perfected and sufficient experiment
made, that in the event of a sudden war it might be applied without delay to any
atmm—‘\;aual. -
st 4 K. R. BREESE
" Commander, U. 8. N.
J. D. MARVIN,
Licutenant-Commander, U. 8. N.
G. R. WILSON,
Master-Machinist, U. 8. N.
Captain H. A. Wisg,
Cligf of Bureau of Ordnance.

The Department was not at that time provided with money with
which to make the necessary experiments. And Mr. Weeks, in the
session of 1863, presented a memorial to Congress upon the subject of
his inventions and askingana propriation to test them. Heexhibited
his models and plans before the Naval Committee of the House. On
the 10th day of March that committee communicated to Mr. Weeks
their opinion of the invention, and their conclusions as to his best
course of action. Their letter is as follows:

HoUsE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
ForTiETH CONGRESS, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Washington, March 10, 1868.

Sik: The memorial in relation to your * invention for operating and controlling
ton nnder water,” referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, has been care-
fully considered, the models and drawings have been examined, and the percussion
fuse tested by hanical and scientific experts of unquestionable practical abil-
ity. The committee believe your methods for operating and controlling torpedoes
are decided improvements upon anything that has come to their knowledge in the
lineof torpedo-warfare. The improv tin p ion fuse is ingenious, simple,
and effective.

_They are of opinion your inventions are valuable to the Government. But con-
gidering the present condition of the wunt?'. they do not deem it prudent to press
the matter upon Con at this time. They would, however, recommend that
the invention be kept a secret for the present, and in the mean time the details of
the operating and controlling portion of the invention be perfected as much as pos-

sible,
F. A. PIEKE.
WM. D. KELLEY.
G. TWICHELL.

T Oy STEWART.
CHARLES HAIGHT.
STEVENSON ARCHER.
A. G. STEVENS.
This seems to have been the unanimons recommendation of the
Committee on Naval Affairs of this Honse at that period.
Mr. Weeks obeyed the suggestions of the committee and kept at
work constantly modifying and improving his invention and in mak-
ing such experiments with the torpedo itself as his limited means

would allow. Nothing was done by the Government for a consider-
able period of time, but in the fall of 1869 the Newvy Department
determined to make trial and test of the invention. The Secretary

of the Navy agﬁlied to Mr. Weeks for permission to apply his inven-
tions to a small tug-boat, called the Nina. Mr. Weeks granted the
request and asked nothing whatever by way of compensation. He
was also asked to give his time and attention to the work as it pro-
He did so, and assisted during the whole period of prepara-
tion, and made and furnished many plans and drawings without any
remuneration whatever, paying all his own personal expenses.

The Nina was completed, and in Janunary, 1870, successful and sat-
isfactory experiment was made with her at Newport, Rhode Island.
The Secretary of the Navy, the Committee on Naval Affairs, and
other persons interested and officially connected with the Govern-
ment, witnessed the trial. So well was Congress satisfied with the
success so far attained that an appropriation of §3,000 was made to
compensate Mr. Weeks for the expense incurred by him and to en-
courage him to go on and make further expenditures of time and
money in perfecting his system. Up to that tiine he had received no
compensation whatever for his years of labor and study and for money
expended, the results of which were all in the hands of the Govern-
ment, and since that time he has received no pay, although what he
had then aceomplished is but a small part of all he has done.

5o satisfactory was this experiment, and so important in the esti-
mation of Congress had it become to test and develop the system of
torpedo warfare and carry it to the highest nttainab‘e state of per-
fection, that in the session of 1871 §600,000 was appropriated to build
and equip two tor o vessels. One of these vessels was constructed
under the especial supervision and direction of Admiral D. D. Porter,
and is the vessel known as the Alarm, and is now lying at the navy-
yard here in Washin She is said to be the most formidable tor-
pedo-vessel ever owned by this Government.

After that appropriation was made it was determined to apply Mr.
Weeks’s plan to one of these vessels. Mr, Weeks was again called
upon to devote himself to preparing new and more complete and per-
fect plans and to advise and assist the men employed in constructing
the torpedo machinery. He again placed himself voluntarily at the
service of the Government and devoted his entire time to t.ge work
until the ship was finished and tested. He was here at the beck and
call of the officers in ch of the work during all the time.

The vessel was designed with special reference to the forpede ma
chinery now on board. She was built at the New York navy-yard
The torpedo machinery was constructed at the navy-yard in :zis eit;
and in accordance with the plans furnished by Mr. Weeks, modi
and improved, however, as the work went on at the suggestion of
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Mr. Weeks and of the officers and mechanics charged with the im-
portant duty of carrying out the design.

The vessel is of new and novel design, and is a very interesting
object and worthy the examination of every member of this House.

ike most new creations she is not without imperfections, but most
if not all of them can be remedied even in this vessel, and may be
wholgv overcome in any hereafter built. She lacks speed, and it
would be wisdom in Congress to make the small appropriation of
$45,000 to provide her with more powerful engines, whicg have been so
often asked for. If she is to be considered as an experimental vessel
only, she shonld be put in condition to fully develop all her powers
and to expose all her infirmities either of principle or construction.
The report contains the following description of the Alarm:

She hmﬂwﬂ sea-worthy and safe in any weather ; has many water-tight com-

ents, and is so constructed that when put in ﬁzhtlng trim she sinks very

w and presents but small surface above the water. She runs backward as fast
as forward, and can turn completely round on her center in three and a half min-
utes. She carries one heavy fifteen-inch gun, protected by thick iron plating in
front at her bows, and three torpedo-bars with their ting machinery under
her deck and below the water-line. She can thrust from her long ram or prow, ex-
tending far out in front of her, under water, one torpedo-bar, and another on each
side, all of which are rapidly operated himmll steam-engines adapted to the pur-
pose, or by hand. She can run out and draw in her torpedo-bars, one or all, when
under full headway, and can discharge all her torpedoes, or either one, and her
great gun, by electricity, at the will and touch of her commander. She can fire a
t o from each bar once in ten minutes, or even less. While it thus appears
that the vessel itself is of iar and novel construction. and reflecta great credit
:Pon her designer, yet substantially her whole value is in her torpedo-machinery,

though her gun might under some circumstances render aid in positions where
she could not bring her torpedoes into use. She does not, however, possess the
epeed required in a torpedo-vessel. Such vessel ought to be able to outrun, over-
take, and destroy a flying enemy of whatever speed. She would, however, possess
some advantages over an ordinary vessel of war when pursued or attacked by an
enemy of mmch greater speed, for by running backwards she could keep her for-
midable Fm always upon the enemy, and when he approached so near as to come
over her forward torpedo or within striking distance of either of them she could
instantly destroy him.

So far as the inventions of Mr. Weeks are concerned they are an admitted
nueeeaai. and this was the main object sought. For any imperfection in the
‘veasel, her want of armor, or daﬂnie‘nc{’in propulsory power, Mr. Weeksis not re-

nsible, and they are all defects capable of being remedied in fu
%hmtﬂ:elﬂmoﬂhﬁp&ﬂu{ LE'..Woekn‘n work, and beg to call attention to
his later and perhaps even more valuable inventions, which he has produced since
he finished his mac.E:halj' for torpedo vessels,

I ought to say, in justice to those who designed the vessel, that
she wasintended to be covered with iron armor, but it was not deemed
best to go to that expense until her other qualities should be fully
tested. She carries now a large quantity of shot ballast as an equiv-
alent in weight for the armor left off in her construction.

The bill proposes to pay him $20,000 now and $20,000 upon certain
contingencies at a future time, and I wish to explain why that pro-
vision was made in the bill. ]

When the Alarm had been completed and tested, and had been
found to equal if not to exceed the expectations of her designers, and
Mr. Weeks had proved himself competent to deal with this difficult
subject, he was told by Admiral Porter and other persons interested
in the development of the torpedo system that he ought to go on in
his work and, if possible, supply other requirements of the service in
his line, in the shape of torpedoes to be cast loose upon the water and
carried by current or tide against an enemy or to be towed behind a
retreating vessel for its defense. It was suggested that he wonld
confer a t benefit if he could produce a torpedo to be used offens-
ively and which could be fired from ship orshore, having great specd,
aceuracy of aim, and great range. He immediately entered upon the
work thus laid out for him, and has spent all his time until this day in
nccom})liahin the task. I presume if I should call him into the pres-
ence of this House and interrogate him, I could prove by him that
even this morning he has been whittling on some device relating to
the torpedo. The first important idea incorporated into his inven-
tions desiged to accomplish these purposes is this: that a torpedo
need not be carried under water or sent under water in order that it
may at the moment of attack explode under water. In other words
that it may move on the surface, meeting the smallest resistance, and
yet af the moment of djsch&mdrop to any desired depth and then
explode. He has, gnided by this principle, devised various machines,
which are now in the possession of the Admiral, by which any ves-
sels, either merchant ships or ships of war conld defend themselves
when chased and threatened with capture i)y simply lannching them
upon the water. They are cheap, portable, safe in handling and
transportation, oceupy small space, are of ]tht. weight and of trifling
cost. The moment they should be struck by an enemy the torpedo
would drop to the predetermined depth under water and there in-
stantly and with absolute certainty explode. He has also made
models for improvements in what is commonly known as the spar
torpedo, which is used from the decks of vessels, and in boats for their
use. e boat designed by him might be riddled with shot and would
still float. It would have to be utterly torn into ents before it
wonld wholly sink. To this class of torpedo-boats he has applied
the same principle of carrying his torpedo above water and only Erop-
ping it at the moment of exploding it.

During the last two years he has been seeking to accomplish b
simple and inexpensive methods that which Europe is spending mill-
ions to accomplish, and to provide the machinery by which this most
dreaded engine ef destruction may be used offensively and sent with
accuracy and d long distances and exploded on contact beneath
the vessel struck by it.

ture experience.

Gentlemen all know that the Whitehead torpedo, upon which vast
sums of money have been expended from the treasuries of European
nations, is ejected or fired from vessels fitted for the purpose under
water, and is so balanced that in its flight it maintains a given depth
below the surface, and is so constrncted that when it shall strike any
object in the line of its movement it will explode. No one need be
told that it will require immense power to force such a projectile at
great speed a long distance under water, compared with that which
will be required to force the same projectile the same distance and
with the same speed on the surface.

The result of his efforts is a cheap, simple, and effective instrunment
which is called a locomotive torpedo. f do not propose here to give
a particular description of it; for, thus far, it has been kept secret,
except from the Admiral and cerfain friendly officers, the Secretary of
the Navy and the committees of Congress. The honorable Secre
of the Navy has witnessed some experiments made with it on a small
scale, and referred to it as worthy of trial and perfection in his last
annual report. This machine is thonght to be capable of carrying
a torpedo upon the surface of the water at a speed of twenty-five
miles an hour, and even more; and it can be directed with aceun-
racy, and when once started on its course it will kecp in it, and will
reach a long distance, and upon siriking the object aimed at it will
drop its torpedo to the depth predetermined, and there inevitahly
explode it. Whatever its value may upon fair trial prove tn be, I
think all will agree that it is worthy the expense of such trial.

Mr. Weeks has never asked a patent of the United States for any
of these inventions. As fast as g]is work has been accomplished he
has placed it within the knowledge of officers of the Navy. He has
done nothing more to protect his rights than to file caveats in the
Patent Office. In t-his‘I) think he has been wise, for to patent them
would have been to expose them to all the world—to be plundered
and copied. He has preferred to render this service to his country
and to look to it for such recognition and reward as he might be
found to merit in the opinion of Congress after full trial and experi-
ment had with his inventions.

This man has now been at work ten or twelve years since he first
brought his designs to the attention of our naval authorities, with no
other object or occupation in life than to perfect his system and in-
ventions for the nse of this Government alone. I think we shall be
doing only simple justice, perhaps hardly that, if we say that for the
very valuable service thus far rendered he shall receive.the small
compensation of §2,000 per year for the past ten years, which is a mod-
est salary for his time spent, not considering the nature of his labor,
and if we promise him that if he shall to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary of the Navy perfect his locomotive torpedo and satisfy him of
its practical utility, he shall be paid £20,000 more. If the invention
ahaﬁ prove in practice equal to its promise, it would be worth fo the
conntry and mankind many times the amount to be paid under this
bill. 1ts value cannotf be estimated.

The committee have, however, believed it but just to the Govern-
ment that he should be required to give his services for another year
at such place as the Secretary should deem proper, in assisting the
officers and employés of the Government with his advice and expe-
rience in thomngh]g testing and proving his invention. If, therefore,
Congress shall see fit to grant the reward for part services which this
bill contemplates, it will also secure his services for one year more,
for which he will be entitled to receive no compensation, unless in
the opinion of the S8ecretary he shall demonstrate the practical ntility
and valoe of the locomotive torpedo, which, if valuable at all, must
be worth vastly more than the sum to be paid. No safer terms for
the Government can well be devised.

Mr. Chairman, I have said more npon this sabject th rhaps I
ought to have said. In closing I cannot fail to remind this House
that the Navy of the United States is not now in condition for offen-
sive warfare, and that it cannot be made so without much time and
the axﬂ})endit-ure of untold millions of dollars. Ay more, it is not in
a satisfactory condition for defensive warfare if it is to rely upon its
ships and guns alone.

Sir, we ought to put ourselves in a condition to defend our ports
and harbors from invasion by any foreign navy. We can contribute
greatly to that object if we will make the comparatively small ex-
penditure which may be reqnired to develop the torpedo to its fullest
capacity, and to fully perfect the system of torpedo warfare. Ileave
the subject for the action of the Committee of the Whole.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported
favorably to glm House.

JOHN T. ARMSTRONG.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3285) for the relief of John T. Armstrong, of Virginia; reported from
the Committee on War Claims by Mr. SHELLEY.

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to John T. -
Armstrong, of Fairfax County, Virginia, out of any moneys in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of §1,540, in full satis-
faction of his claim for rent of wharf in the city of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, during the late war.

Mr. BUTLER. Let the report be read.

The report was read, as follows:

The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 3285)
for the relief of John T. Armstrong, of Alexandria, report:
That John T. Armstrong has been a resident of Alexandria, Virginia, for many
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ears, and adhered to the Government of the United States as a true and loyal citi-
:cn during the entire of the late war, as well as before and since ; that at the
commencement of the late war said Armstrong was the " leasehold owner” of a cer-
tain wharf and appurtenances in the city of Alexandria; thatsaid wharf wastaken
possession of by officers of the United States Government on or about the 1st day
of June, 1863, and was held and used at intervals by the military authorities of the
Gover t for Gover purposes for the of twenty-three months; that
it was perhaps entirely necessary at the time that said p tty shonld be taken
possession of by the Government, Lut it was well unde by the ofticers acting
on behalf of the Government, as well as said Armstrong, that the latter should be

aid a reasomable compensation for the use of the property; that at the time the
Eovemmrnt was using said wharf the said Armstrong was paying rent for the
same to the owners thereof in fee, and that no compensation whatever has been
made to said Armstrong for or on account of said p. ; that jnst prior to the
ocenpancy of said wharf by Quartermaster Ferguson, in behalf of the ernment
of the United States, said Armstrong had expended a considerable sum of money to
But!ha roperty in repair, and that it was in good ir when taken possession of

v the United States officers, and proved of t value to the Quartermaster’s De-
partment of ithe United States Army: thatita by testimony that said Arm-
strong notified more than one Government official that he desired possession of his

property during its occupancy as aforesaid, and that in lieu thereof he would de-
mand sfw per month for the use and occupation thereof ; that it appears that said
prn‘pmy was worth, during the ocenpaney aforesaid by the Government, from $30
10 £100 permonth ; that on account of irregularities of the quartermaster and others
who occupied said property, payment was not made to said Armstrong for the
same ; that the Government anthorities occupied said wharf from June 1, 1863, to
March 4, 1864, and from June 1, 1864, to March 4, 1865, and from June 1, 1865, to
November 1, 1 making in all a period of twenty-three months, for which said
space of twenty-three months your committee think that Mr. Armstrong should
be paid at the rate of $30 per month, ma’ the snm of §1,840, and report a bill for
that amount with the recommendation it do pass.

Mr, WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chairman, it does not appear

m the report that this property was taken possession of and used
by the Government in pursnance of any contract, although I was
informed from some source that there was a contract. is case
does not seem to be distinguished in any respect from the claim that
was presented here in be of the theological seminary at the
same place. I do not know anything about loyalty of Mr. Arm-
strong. Ihave no information as to that. No evidence on that point,
as I understand, is referred to in the report. I would like very much
to know why this claim was not presented before the southern
claims commission.

Mr. BUTLER. It could not be.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Why not?

Mr. BUTLER. Because that commission cannot pay claims for
rent. r

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Well, there is a claim here for
damage done to the property ; a part of the elaim is predicated upon
such damage.

Mr. SHELLEY. There is no claim for damages to the property.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. It is so recited in the report.

Mr. SHELLEY. It is recited that the property was used and dam-
aged ; but the claim is only for the rental. e property was taken
possession of by United States officers who were authorized to take
property and make contracts.

. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 'Why, then, was there not a contract
made between the quartermaster and the owner of the property ?

Mr. SHELLEY, There is no evidence that the quartermaster
waited for a contract to be made. He took possession of the prop-
erty without stoplii’ng to contract for it.

Mr. WHITE, of enmgll:ania. Well, Mr. Chairman, I am opposed
to the claim. This is year 1870; this property seems to have
been used by the United States Government in 1862 and 1863. The
Departments have ever since been o&)len and Congress has been in
session from time to time so that these parties might have made
aPplicat,ion for compensation. On the ground that this is a stale
claim and that there is no evidence showing the circumstances did
not permit the making of a contract before the Empertﬁnwas taken,
I am opposed to the allowance of the claim at this late :

Mr. SHELLEY. Mr. Chairman, this claim soon after the war was
presented to the Quartermaster-General's Department, and was not
paid becanse that Department had no authority to pay this class of

claims. It was not a claim coming within the jurisdiction of the
sonthern claims commission. The property was taken possession of
by the Federal officers, and used as stated in the report for the benefit
of the Government. Frequently during its occupancy by the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Armstrong, the owner, anded the return of his
pm[lr-‘erty, which was refused.

There is sufficient evidence among the papers to convinee even the
most skeptical of Mr. Armstrong’s loyalty. He is a man advaneced in
)‘em——?erhapa aixty-eéﬁht or seventy years of age. He has been all
the while an active adherent of the Union. He did everything he
could during the war to aid the Federal forces. He sympat
withevery movement of the Union armies. He furnished tlsl’is property
for the use of the Government, and while the Government was occu-

ying it he regularly paid his rent to the owner from whom he leased
it. He had just repaired it a few days before it was taken possession
of by the Federal Government. It was understood, and the evidence
indicates, that the Quartermaster’s Department intended to pay for
the use of the property, but on account of some irregularities of the
quartermaster who had immediate supervision of the matter it was
not paid for during the war.

Mr. WHITE, of Pepnsylvania. What was the evidence of that?
Will my friend explain ¥

Mr, SHELLEY. I refer to the evidence of varions officers; I do

not remember their names ; I have not the papers with me; but the

evidence is sufficient to show that this man has been entirely loyal,
and that on account of some irregularities Quartermaster Fer n
failed to pay the amount which he rﬂecteﬂ to pay at the time. %ms
the claim went over until it was ba ; and as it did not come within
the jurisdiction of the southern claims commission it has been brought
here, supported by evidence proving that the claim is a just one and
that the claimant is loyal.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I will remark here, if the gentle-
man wil allow me, that T was called upon, as many of us are called
upon, b{ a person who spoke of this claim. I listened to the state-
ment. I was informed by that person that there was a contract ante-
cedent to the taking possession of the property by the United States
Government, and furthermore that the Government had actually paid
five months’ rental for this property. Now I find nothing of that kind
stated in the report, a circumstance which raises my suspicion against
the validity of the claim.

Mr. SBHELLEY. The contract on which rent was paid was prior
to the time now in question ; settlement upon that contract was made
in full. Afterward the property was again taken possession of, There
is no evidence among the papers showing that original contract.

Mr. Chairman, this is ¢ among war claims; but it is as just
a claim as any that can be made against the Government. The evi-
dence shows conclusively that the Government had the use of this

roperty. It also shows beyond question that Mr. Armstrong was a

oyal man. He lives within the shadow of this Capitol. He was
true to the Union cause all the while. He contributed as much in a
private way for the relief of Federal soldiers who were gick and
wounded as many men in more northern States. I think this is a just
claim and shounld be paid. I do not believe the prejudice surround-
ing war claims ought to attach to this one. I hope gentlemen will
not allow their prejudice to influence them in their action, but look-
ing at the facts of the case will let it stand npon its merits.

r. BUTLER. Mr. Chairman, I have sought this oppertunity to
address a few words to the commiftee on the subject of war claims.
I have taken this opportunity because I believe this claim before us
to be as a claim of its class as could be presented. I am not
opposing it on the ground of m laches of the petitioner, or that he
was not loyal, or that the United States had not the use of the prap-
erty, having taken possession of it, but because of its war-power
character. It is a claim for rent of property used by the United
States Army daring the war for warlike purposes in what was enemy
territory by proclamation of the President. And I am not going to
speak on this matter with any prejudice, for I have none, but almplﬂ
to put before the House and the country my views upon all suc
classes of war claims.

And I desire to to my friends en the other side of the Hall
rather than to my friends on this side.

8o long as war claims are presented for damages done by the war,
8o long the wounds of the war will be kept open, and so long there
will be misunderstanding between the several sections of the Union.
My friends on the otherside desire “ by-gones to be by-gones,” and we
shall forget all abont the war as soon aswe can. That is desirable on
the part of the North, except there is one thing which we never can
or will forget and which they will never ask us to forget, the valor and
patriotism of the soldiers who fought for the Union in the hour of
direst trial. And on the other hand we will never forget the bravery
and earnestness and I may say loyalty to their cause of those who
fought aﬁainat- us in the cause they espoused. Ouar land is dotted all
over with the ves of our honored soldier dead, for which we claim
no rent of the United States although they are so occupied by the
misfortunes of war. Chambersburgh, many parts of Pennsylvania,
suffered damage by the occupation, and rightful oceupation asa war
measure, by the confederate troops. Weoccupied rightfully, also, many
portions of the belligerent territory, and while occupying them the
owners suffered losses. I think those losses shounld lie where they

If there is any claim for rent for the occupation by the United
States troops of this piece of ground, (and I agree with my friend,
the chairman of the committee who reported i, it is one of the fairest
and best of these claims,) why, then, we ought to pay rent wherever
we occupied any portions of territory for military purposes. The
next case, or the next but one on our Private Calendar, is for the oc-
cupation and encampment of the United States Army on the planta-
tion of alady who seems to have been meritorious so far as merit
can come in. We must on like principle pay for that.

There are but three classes of claims arising out of the war for
destroyed, eaptured, or occupied property which onght in my judg-
ment ever to be brought before this House on either side. I voted
for William and Mary College relief bill. I shonld have voted if I
had been present, I think, for the Theolo%;mnl Seminary relief bill,
because it was my rule as a commander of the United States forces in
the war not to make war upon eleemosynary, educational, or religious
institutions. And where it became necessary to occupy their property
I always took care, so far as I could, the least possible damage should
be done, and generally to remunerate npon the spot. And to the hos-
pitals of the South, to the Hotel Dieu of New Orleans, I gave active
support by contributions from my civil fund during the time I was
in command. Civilized war never ought to be nwade on religious,
eduecational, or eharitable institutions. I shall always when I have
a vote continue to vote for the fair remuneration of what such
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insiihtu‘fi'l;onn in onr late war have lost. War shounld pass them un-
seathe 2

There is another class, and that is the claims on the “cotton fund,”
which stand on a different ground. That fund was by law expressly
set apart for those who had a right fo the property which was cap-
tured or taken and sold, the proceeds of which compose it. That was
done by the luw initiating it. The property was declared to be held
in trust, and I hold that Congress has no duty toward that fund ex-
cept to see to it that the owners of such property claimed have a fair
hearing before some tribunal to ascertain up to the extent of the fund
who are properly and justly entitled to portions of it. And, there-
fore, I should vote, as I think I have ever voted, to send all that class
of claims to the Court of Claims to be adjudicated under a general
law, and not to put astatute of limitations upon those claims, becanse
there should be no statute of limitations on trusts except in cases of
such gross nei%ligenue in prosecution which amounts to fraund.

There is still a third class of claims, the claims of States for war
expenditures, which wonld affect the North mouch more than the Sonth;
I mean the claim of the States to be reimbursed by the General Gov-
gﬁment- for raising and equipping troops and acting in the common

ense.

Our revolutionarﬁ fathers set us the example, and in the infancy
of the Republic took upon themselves all the claims of the States for
raising and equipping troops; and so we ought to take upon ourselves,
if this war was prosecuted for the safety of the mnation, all those
claims. All claims for what was done by States against the United
States are ent out by constitutional amendments.

With the exception of those three classes of claims, I would sug-
gest to everybody that all others be dropped. Loyal men, I 4
were injured by the war and its operations in the South; so they
were in the North. Loyal men made losses in the South ; so we did
in the North to the amount of nntold millions. Loyal men and women
in the South suffered hardships and sorrows, and so in the North did
the men, ay, and the women, who mourned their first-born dead. It
was grievous for both sections; and we ought to be content, now we
have come together, with the fact that because of all this we have a
country and a Government so great, so beneficent, so powerfal, hold-
ing the mutual respect of all its citizens one for the other, worth all
it cost, even if at so terrible and dread a price.

But that we should have the bad blood stirred, and old memories
revived, and old sores opened, and old contentions renewed in this
House over this class of claims, for matters which shounld be so far
by-gone on the one side as much as the grave of a soldier on both
sides is 'by-gona forever, I deprecate with every thought of patriot-
ism, every inspiration of judgment, and every hope of my conntry
that throbs within my heart.

‘Why should these claims be pressed npon the country? Why should
gentlemen on the other side press them? It is certainly magnani-
mous in most cases that they do so, becanse they have to come in and
say, as my friend who reported this bill from the Committee on War
Claims says, this petitioner was against ns; this man was not on our
side; this man was opposed to the prevailing, ay, what seemed at
that time to us the almost unanimouns sentiment of the people of his
vicinity and his State and his section; and you now come here and
ask Pay for his loss, althongh he was against you. This claim of
loyalty to the Union makes some appeal to our feeling toward men
wEo stood up in the South against their neighbors for ns. Buf for
every one—l put it to your jud;ilment and consciences—for every one
there who was actually with the North in the war and comes now
with his claim before Congress, there aredozensiif not hundreds, that
were actually not with us, but who are now able to prove what they
ecall loyalty by proof of conduct ln.r%ely arising from inaetion or cow-
ardice, That is, they did nothing for the South, and therefore they
claim now they were loyal to the North. Why, sir, if I believed the
evidence b w{]ch loylﬂt-y is now proved at the South for all these
claimants, I would be obliged to ask, where did the armies come
from that we met in the field? How were they recruited 7 How was
it that with the conscription necessarily enforced as strong as ever
was made by any government on earth, bringing into these armies
every able-bodied man, and men that were not able-bodied coming
out and volunteering—for I met around Richmond old men tottering
with a load of years, with guns on their shonlders, defending what
they believed to be right; and I found in Petersburgh battalions of
boys from fourteen to sixteen standing in the trenches—how, that
being the condition of affairs in the war, with everybody against us,
how does it turn out now that everyhot‘iy who lost a dollar was for
us? What do you of the Sonth care about these men

Mr. GOODE. We care nothing abont them at all.

Mr. BUTLER. What is there to ecommend their claims for losses
over the losses of other loyal men in the North? Were they ever so
loyal, they were no more loyal than the mother of seven sons who
sent them all to the battle-field, and but two of whom returned,
maimed, to her home in the North. And is there anything more
precious than the blood of that mother’s sons? Does she ask Con-
gress for pay for it? But if she bears her loss uncomplainingly and
under no law can make a claim against the United States, is every
man whose land was fought npon or who lost a mule, or a pig, or a
chicken in the South to come here and put forward his claim for pay-
ment T The true men of the South do not do it.

Mr, CRITTENDEN. And will not do it.

Mr.BUTLER. Iaccept the addition. They neither conld nor ought.
And I ask if loyal men of the South cannot afford to lose their chick-
ens without being paid for them, when the loyal men and women of
the North qa.ve their sons for the country.

Now, under the state of mutnal losses to save the nation—and I
speak in sober serionsness, not upon the question of paying this sum
of $1,800, but upon the great principle involved, where there is no
question to stir our blood or embitter our feeling, but where it can be
considered with cool judgment and enlightened conscience—I ask is
it not best here to pause and make a precedent and say, this the last
distnrbing element which brings np bad blood between the sections
had better be obliterated and wiped away for ever?

Is it not best for us all, best for the country, best for the North
best for the South, the East, and the West? We of the North will
let the sod grow over the graves of our brothers and sons
to cover them with its vernal beauty, if you will let the same n
sod grow over the mounds and fortifications and broken soil o% the
Sonth without asking pay for the occupation of that soil while
we were digging trenches and rifle-pits with which to on the
war. Let the same Eman grass cover it all, both North and South,
and commit all such reminders to the amnesty, the forgetfulness
which is the meaning of the Greek word amnestia, that forgetfulness
which we all desire to reach to be a united country without an un-
kindly thonght of the dead past. When we do that we shall have
taken away the last thing that I know of that need remind us of
the war ; the last question whereon the gentleman who reported this
bill ean find it necessary to deprecate a feeling of hostility and ask
us to lay aside our prejudices.

I am content that the cotton fund, which was gathered for its own-
ers in trust, shall be paid out. I am content thiat the eleemosynary,
educational, and religious institutions shall be put back on their feet
by remuneration of theirlosses by the General Government ; for war
never ought to have reached them, although it was a necessity in
many instances, and we onught to make good that necessity.

The charitable institutions are to take care hereafter of the sick,

d, and decrepit according to the beneficence of their founders; the
ucational are hereafter to teach the youth of our country, of which
they are a part, their duties as patriots; and the religious are *o lead
the young and the old, each and all, from earth to Heaven. War shounld
not interfere with such duties and objects. I am willing also that
the States shall be put lg:’on the same ground that our fathers put
them in the war of the Revolution by assnming all their debts for
raising and recruiting troops and aiding in the common defense. Be-
sides these let us hear of no claims arising ont of the war, except the
claims of maimed and disabled soldiers who fonght it. Let me also
say to you, my friends, that with such action on the part of the people
of the South all the wonnds of the war may be healed ; we can come
together as brothers, all sectional differences and bitterness arising
ont of our late strife will pass away as our children take our places
with reverence for onr institutions, with love of country, with ven-
eration fer its flag as the symbol of its power and glory. And ina
time not far distant the magnanimity of the people of the North,
conpled with the admiration of the whole conntry for the steadfast-
ness and valor with which they fought, will cause the Government
to take charge of the maimed and disabled soldiers of the southern
army, moved because of those great qualities alone which have bronght
s0 high renown in all countries to the name of the American soldier,
the influence of which shall secnre to our conntry forever.

Remembering only all these we may well forget the mistaken teach-
itllll g8 :;nd '%dgment. which led them to espouse the cause for which

ey fought.

But thisso desirableabond between us can never be had until we can
wholly obliterate these little matters of irritation from claims for petty
losses which never ecome before us save they bring with them dissen-
sions and bitterness, perpetnating feelings of differences and sever-
ance, while they are so insignificant in themselves that properly con-
templated they can only be deseribed as a claim after the Revolution
was characterized by the t orator of the South, Patrick Henry,
whenhepainted the claimof alitigant,as the cry of “ Beef! beef! beef!”
heard over the din of battle in which the liberties of the country
hung upon the determination of the sword. If we can puf aside
these claims by unanimity of action we shall not be ealled upon to
waste our time, which onght to be most sedulously devoted to the
consideration of the great financial and industrial questions so neces-

be acted upon in the interests of all parts of the country, and
the great questions of internal improvements so much needed to be
fostered by the Government for the benefit of the South, in which
each and every citizen is so much interested. Then, too, our elections,
State and national, will not turn upon questions of the dead past,
but upon those that concern the present and the immediate future.
Can we not all unite in this action so that the qnestions of the pay-
ment of sonthern or northern claims arising out of the war may pass
away forever?

The claim before us has not been paid because there is on the stat-
ute-book an inhibifion against the payment of rent for the oceupation
of any belligerent territory by our Armies. May it not be well to let
that statute always remain unrepealed in whole or in part? Or, to
legislate by general laws that either none or all of such class of claims
may be paid? I do not now speak of claims arising out of contract,
but only claims arising from acts of war. Where contracts were made
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for supplies furnished, the Government is bound by them. Where war
causeg loss, no government on earth has ever remunerated its citizens.

Mr. CONGER obtained the floor.

Mr. SHELLEY. I believe I am entitled to the floor.

hTifllt:';JHAIRMAN‘ . Had not the gentleman from Alabama yielded
the T

Mr. SHELLEY. I yielded it temporarily to the gentleman from
Massachusetts. I have not yielded it to anybody else.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from
Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.]

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Chairman, I seek to ascertain before I go on
whether the gentleman in charge of this bill or any other gentleman
upon the other side of the House or all the gentlemen upon the other
side of the House will respond affirmatively to the touching appeal
of my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. BUTLER] to withdraw this
bill and all bills of this class now and for the future from the consid-
eration of the House and the committee.

No gentleman rises to respond ; no gentleman accepts the proposi-
tion. We are not informed, we are not assured that this bill will be
withdrawn. We are not assured that other bills will not be pressed.
I had hoped to hear that assurance from the other side of the House.

Mr. CLYMER. You did not give them the chance,

Mr. CONGER. Now,I am not dis todissent from many of the
Eropositimls presented by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr.

UTLER,] but I cannot agree with him that the cotton fund, covered
by the laws of the United States into the Tream;g and made a parf
o?tha money belonging to the people of the United States, is held as
a fund to repay cotton claims. Ido not believe that many men npon
this side of the House will allow that the gentleman from u-
sefits has spoken their sentiments upon that subject.

We have lately made a decision in this House by an overwhelm-
ing majority of men of both ies that we will not repay the edn-
cational, charitable, and religious institutions for the damages which
they have sustained during the war. That record has been maden
by the votes of men here present in this House of both politica
parties, and, in my judgment, no decision of this House was ever
more fully sanctioned by the American people in all parts of the
country tian the decision in regard to Willlam and Mary College
and to the claim of the Fairfax Seminary.

1 dislike, as I have said before, to oppose cases which have apparent
fairness upon them. I admit that this case comes very near to a case
which we might act upon favorably withoul violating the previous
decision of the House, the law of the land, and the rules of war; but
I cannot forget, sir, and none of us can forget, that Alexandria was
a hostile city; that it was the headquarters of hostile operations
against this metropolis and against the Government. I cannot for-
get, sir, that in the silent hours of the niﬁht the troops of the United
States, with muflled drums, silently marched across Long Bridge from
this capital in silence and took possession of all Alexandria, with all
its streets, with all its buildings, with all its wards and its river-fronts
as an act of war by conquest.

Oh, sir, if the principle upon which this bill is based, the principle
upon which this money is asked to be paid, is a correct one, then it
was the duty of our soldiers, when they marched in the dead of night
across Long Bridge, to have been followed, ay, to have been preceded,
by wagons loaded with specie, so that when they met the enemy
they might ask them what buildings they wanted pay for before
they should dare to set the feet of our soldiers within them ; to ask
the enemy, ready to destroy our troops, how muech we must pa{ them
before we dared march across theirlands or on theirsoil ; to ask these
owners of wharves how much we must an them before we brought
our vessels up to them, carrying troops there to support the few who
had gone forward to occugy that very hostile city, Alexandria.

More than that, if this bill be correct in principle, it was the duty
of the officers commanding that force to pay rent for every particle
of ground we occupied and for every building as fast as it was oc-
cupied.

ow, what does this report say of this claim? The best thatit can
mf of it is that there was no contract for rent. The best that can be
said of it is that the Government continuously through four years,
while it had occupation, refnsed to pay any rent. The best that can
be said of it is that through irregularities of onr quartermaster—
that is what the report says—through irregularities of our quarter-
master the owner of these wharves failed to receive payment for their
occupation by our forces.

8ir, there were irregnlarities of quartermasters; there were irregu-
larities of committees of this House; there were irre ities of Con-

and of statutes running all through these transactions that have
eretofore prevented millions of dollars of this class of claims from
being E:_ild. And the people of the United States demand that these
irregunlarities shall be continued and that Congress itself shall not lay
these rules aside.

There was no contract for payment. The Government, when it
took possession of Alexandria, Ssgﬁm right. to say that no man should
come into that city ; that no man should go out of that city ; that no
wharf should receive :Jpon it any goods or merchandise, or anything
from which profits could be made ; that no vessel should touch at the
wharves or the docks during all those four years. It had the right to
render all that property utterly and absolutely worthless to its own-
ers; it had the right to destroy that property. Those were rights

under the rules and laws of war.. But the Government kept the prop-
erty, preserved it, used it. And now, years and years after, there
comes a demand for the payment of rent for it, with no possible claim
that there was any contract for such purpose.

I have advocated, and the laws of the United States enacted by
Con after Congress have established, the right of loyal citizens of
the Sonth to be paid for supplies furnished by them for the Army, for
bread furnished to our soldiers, for corn and provender furnished for
our cavalry and team horses and mules. The Government of the
United States through this Congress has continually and repeatedl,
declared that it will pay for supplies for the soldiers of our Army a.ni
for the Army actunally furnished by those who were loyal in fact.
That is as far as this Government has ever %:ne. I trust in God that
it is as far as any Congress of the United States ever will go.

This claim does not come within that rnle in any particular what-
ever. It has not a contract behind it which places this Government
under any obliﬁntion whatever to pay. And if gentlemen refuse the
touching appeal of my friend from Massachusetts, [ Mr. BUTLER,] then
let this claim go down with the thousands and tens of thousands of
cases of injury, of loss, of damage that occurred during the war, and
be forgotten.

I do not wonder that one who may look forward to the sup of
his brethren in the South in the future, who may look forward to the
day when he shall rally around him you gentlemen of the South for
support politically, is willing to forget and forgive. For me it is
enough that performing what I believe to be a duty here, adhering
to the decisions of all the former Congresses since the war, to try as
far as I can to hold our legislation within those safe and secure rules
which have heretofore been adopted and which the people of the
United States have approved heretofore and do still approve.

It is for that reason that I oppose the passage of all these bills for

aying southern war claims which are not for supplies to the Army. It
is for this reason that I t;gpoae the opening of the door to this or any
other class of claims which would be nsed as precedents for every suc-
ceeding claim that might be brought forward.

Mr. SHELLEY. In advocating the patyment of this claim I do not
wish to be understood as being in favor of the payment of war claims.
I wish most heartily that there could be some disposition made of all
these claims that wonld relieve Congress from their consideration. I
have no sympathy with them.

There are no confederates here presenting claims against the Gov-
ernment. In the State of Alabama I do not think there are twenty
claims, and I certainly would not vote for the gaymant of a claim
originating in Alabama when the claimant could prove his loyalty.

But this elaim originated here in sight of the Capitol, in territory
that was constantly oceupied by the Federal forces from the begin-
ning to the close of the war. It is a claim for property that was held
and controlled b{!a man advanced in years, a conscientions and loyal
adherent of the Union cause, a man who has proved his loyalty to
the satisfaction of the entire committee. His claim was reported
favorably in the Forty-fourth Congress, and was again referred to
the committee of the Forty-fifth Congress and has received the nnani-
mous report of that committee in its favor. There is nothing about
it that is calenlated in any way to engender bad feeling, to revive
old wounds, or reopen old sores. I wish that cases of this kind could
allbbe taken out of Congress and referred to some more appropriate
tribunal.

But, sir, this claim was referred to the Committee on War Clai
and as a conscientious Representative of the people I was compe!
to report in favor of its payment, becaunse I believed from the evi-
dence that the claim was just—not because I have any sympathy
with this class of claims. the contrary, I am rather prejudiced

ainst them. But this claim has all the elements of merit, all the
elements of equity. It is just as valid a claim against the Govern-
ment as any bond now held by any bondholder of the United States.
The evidence in support of the claim is ample, and therefore I hope
that the bill will be .

If any member Wﬂf suggest some means of relieving Congress from
the consideration of this class of claims I will vote for it most
heartily. I will vote for any measure that will relieve Congress and
the country from the consideration of these claims in this way.

Mr. TIPTON. I would like to ask the gentleman one question.
If there is no liability on the part of the General Government after
the ordinances of secession for damages because of the ravages of war,
then ought this bill to pass?

Mr. SHELLEY. I think it onght.

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Chairman, before the vote is taken on this bill I
wounld like to say a word in replg' to what fell from the lips of the

tleman from Michigan, [Mr. CoNGER.] I wish to say tolﬁm that

he waited one moment he would have had a reply expressing, I
think, the sentiments of at least the southern members on this side of
the Hall. The gentleman is always too fast.

Mr. Chairman, speaking now for myself only, I will say that the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. BUTLER] uttered my sentiments ex-
actly. Iam opposed to all these so-called “sonthern war claims.” For
an examination of them I refer the gentleman from Michigan to the
RECORD containing a h made on this floor during last session by
the gentleman from Indianapolis, [Mr. HANNA.] An examination of
that speech will show that one-tenth of all these claims presented
here have come from republicans, and that forty-nine out of four
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hundred of the claimants are men living north of Washington City.
Yet they are all scheduled under the title of “ southern war claims.”

Mr. Chairman, no man who was true to the confederacy, whether
he bore arms or not, will ever be found presenting a claim upon this
floor against the Government for damages sustained during the war.
There 1s something left within the breast of a confederate that tells
him he would at least compromise his honor if he were to come and
ask payment for damages done during that conflict, after he had
risked not only his property but his life in defense of what he be-
lieved to be right and just.

Mr. HANNA. If so, why was it, at the last session, when we pro-
posed to amend the Constitution so as to bar these claims forever,
that sixty-one southern Representatives voted against the adoption
of that amendment 7

Mr. AIKEN. In reply to that I will say the gentleman must re-
member that every claim presented here as a southern war claim
comes upon the ﬁln’ma facie evidence that the claimant is a loyal eit-
izen ; and, sir, this is no court before which questions of that kind
can be tried. If it were, I venture the assertion that evidence could
be brought to convince the jury that the claimant was loyal at some
time or other to the Confederate States. Hence I am opposed to
bringing any southern claim to Congress from the simple fact that
we cannot have both sides of the question tested.

I am glad to know that there is liberality enough on the otherside
of the House to vote for reimbursement to eleemosynary, religious,
or educational institutions that were damaged in the South during
the war. For one, my independence will not allow me to vote even
for them. I think that we should go back to first principles; that
we should go to work and rebuild such institutions ourselves. We
risked everything of that kind during the war. We have no favors
to ask of those who whipped us. Tvge have acknowledged that we
were overpowered, and we are willing to come back and do our best
for the Union. S8ir, I do honestly believe that to-day the Treasury
of the Government of the United States would be safer in the hands
of the men who defended the confederacy than it is in the hands of
the men who now control it. [Laughter on the republican side.i[ 1
believe that if the Southern Smtaaiad Deen represented here in 1871
and 1872 and 1873 as they are represented to-day, there would be no
such ery as that $100,000,000 had been taken out of the Treasury to
pnﬁ: “gouthern war claims.”

'or, sir, judging these claimants by the few whom I have met in my
State, a grander set of villains never drew a dollar out of the Treas-
ury than the loyal men to whom money was paid when we were not
liere to say they should not be paid. S8ir, my little State was then
represented by men—I do not know where they are now ; God knows.
They went, I suppose, where they came from, [ laughterand applause]—
who were never South Carolinians, and yet they sat here and voted
for the claims of men who never had a just title to a dollar then in the
Treasury. If our States all over the South had been properly repre-
sented, not a dollar of that money would have been paid.

As I said in the ontset, I have spoken my own sentiments. Whether
I am speaking those of any other sounthern man here I do not know,
but I believe they are the sentiments of my entire State. I care not
what the prejudices of the people abroad may be for that State be-
cause of its rebellious proclivities heretofore, we are to-day strong and
united in the defense of this Government. I claim as their represent-
ative to be as firm in the defense of this Union and its flag as any
man coming from themost loyal State in the Union, I care not whether
it be in New England or in the Northwest. We are here to-day, those
of us who truly represent that little State, to protect the Treasury, and
1 say the best way to Protect it, so far as these claims are concerned,
is to drive every one of them from the Halls of Congress. [Applause.]

Mr. KEIFER. I do not rise at this late hour of the day for the
Eurpoea of going generally into the question of war claims. We ean

ang as many speeches as we choose on thai question; and it seems
to me each succeeding day this question is up we get some new views.
In this we are either taking better or worse ground than we have
held to in the past. But let me say, if I understood the gentleman
from Massachusetts rightly (and I tried to listen to him carefully)
we are to understand his position to be this: that notwithstanding
the fact a loyal claimant may come here from the South with a mer-
itorious elaim he is not to be paid, and a disloyal claimant is also not
to be paid; and that if we will enter into some sort of arrangement
of that kind, drawing no distinctions between loyalty and disloyalt;
on this floor, there may be such a change of sentiment in the Nort
that before a great while the conntry Wﬁ be prepared to pension the
confederate soldier. If that is the position of the gentleman, and if
it is not the gentleman is certainly entitled to correct it now——

Mr. BUTLER. I never require, if my friend will allow me, neces-
sity for the correction of what I have said. I repeat that, whenever
the question of the depletion of the Treasury by claims of anybody
is put, I think the pity or the humanity of the North will take care
of the maimed men of the war; and if you want to know, I say that
I see no more reason why a confederate soldier, maimed and erippled
in the honest discharge of what he considered to be his duty, shonld
not be pensioned than why a confederate soldier who honestly be-
lieved he was doing his duty should be put into a republican Cabinet.
[Laughter and applause.]

Mr. KEIFER. invited the gentleman from Massachusetts, in
order that there should be no mistake about his position, to restate

his position; and I was successful in getting him to restate it. We
all understand him now. I invited the distingunished gentleman to
restate his case, althongh in the first place it was very well stated.
Now, as the gentleman from Massachusetts is in favor of pensioning
the confederate soldier, he is therefore, according to his reasoning,
taking the anthesis of all he had to say, in favor o putting a confed-
erate into a republican Cabinet.

Mr. BUTLER. I have never said that.

Mr. KEIFER. But that must follow. He is in favor of® both, as
he puts them exactly on a par; when he is in favor of one, he must
be in favor of the other,

Mr. BUTLER. No, sir.

Mr. KEIFER. I should be at least if I were in favor of pensioning
the rebel soldier.

M'r. BUTLER. But I have not said so. Will the gentleman allow
me

Mr. KEIFER. Oh, yes; I always try to be polite to the gentle-

man.

Mr. BUTLER. I have not said I am now in favor of it, nor do I
think the country has yet come up to it; but when we have with-
drawn all causes of difficulty, so that nobody from the North will
object to a confederate soldier being in the Cabinet, then I say hu-
manity will brin,

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman has already stated his proposition.
The gentleman undertakes by fair inference to say the present Ad-
ministration is only a short step in advance of him; he has not yet
come to the time when he is in favor of putting confederates into
the Cabinet and pensioning confederate soldiers, but he thinks he
will soon reach a point where he will favor both.

Mr. BUTLER. Neither one nor the other now.

Mr. KEIFER. Not yet; but he thinks he is very nearly there;
“almost persuaded.”

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not want to misrepresent anybody; I have
been one of those upon this floor from the ﬂe inning who have in-
sisted steadily, persistently, and, as nearly as I could, consistently,
upon making a distinction between loyal and dialoysi claimants so
far, and so only, as loyal claimants have come here and presented
claims well proved for supplies furnished to the Army and which
were used by the Army. All other classes of claims g}r dam
Erowing out of the general rav of war, and all other claims of a

indred character we alike strike down, whether presented by the
loyal or the disloyal men. But I want to enter my protest again here
against the idea of voting money to rebuild, to reconstruct, and to
carrgg on educational institutions where treason has been steadily fos-
tered and where it may yet be fostered in the future. The gentle-
man from Massachusetts favors the payment of such claims, I believe.

Mr. ATIKEN. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him ?

Mr. KEIFER. I will in a moment. I am opposed to an institution
of learning, destroyed by the accidents of war, being rebuilt out of
the public Treasury in which the doctrine, the fundamental doctrine,
taught in it was against that principle of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence which held that “all men were created eqnal,” and where
also the doctrine was inculcated to all the students of the institution
that slavery was a divine institution, and wherein was indorsed and
taught the principle which I once before quoted on this floor and
found in the constitution of the Confederate States. I refer to the
clause prohibiting any law ever being made that would in any way
impair the right to hold human beings as slaves. Now I will yield
to the gentleman from Sounth Carolina, [ Mr. AIKEN.]

Mr. ATKEN. I would ask the gentleman this question: On his
reasoning, if he is opposed to giving appropriations or help to insti-
tutions which have sent ab men who favored the rebellion in this
Government, how can he conscientionsly vote for appropriations to
West Point? How can he defend Northern institutions at whieh
Southern men have nated? Why vote for West Point appropria-
ti];ma ;vhen the leading men of the confederate army all graduated

ere

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman has put a very fine question, a very
refined one. If it happened in the past that students who came to
the North from the South where they had drank in at the fountain-
head and been taught in the cradle the doctrine of State rights, and
that slavery was a divine institution, attended a northern institu-
tion, then went back to their own people and still in some cases con--
curred in their early views, the gentleman says my reasoning would
have us destroy that institution or never rebuild it if destreyed.
My reasoning does not go to any such extent as that. But I do not
object to the gentleman asking the question. He refers also to West
Point. We hope and expect now that only loyal sentiments, true
patriotism, and that this Republic is a nation not a mere leagne,
will be tanght at West Point to military eadets, and hence I am will-
ing to vote appropriations to carry it on. Sounthern men have learned
much by the lesson of the war.

I have some other suggestions I desire to make. It has been very
common on this floor for those who take great pains always to oppose
the E)ayment of the claim of a loyal man to say that there were no
loyal men down Sounth during the war. I want to call attention to
the fact that the records of the War Department, and I say it to the
credit of the Sonthern States, will show that above seventy thousand
white men from the seceded States entered the Union Army. I here
give them to you by States. The number of men sent from those
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States is as follows: Virginia, 85; North Carolina, 3,675; Georgia,
152; Alabama, 2,471; Florida, 1,286 ; Mississippi, 681 ; Louisiana, 5,357 ;
Texas, 2,444 ; Arkansas, 8,627 ; and Tennessee, 27,637, making a
of 52,715, In addition to this number about twenty thousand white
troops from these States (mostly from Tennessee and Alabama) were
enlisted as refugees in organizations not embraced in the foregoing,
making a grand totalof overseventy thousand whiteloyalists whostood
by the Government in its hour of danger. And even this does not
include several thousand whose actnal presence swelled the ranks of
the Army of the Republie, but whose real numbers cannot be known.
1t is to be presumed that some of the loyal men South did not go
into the Union Army. I know instances of men from Mississippi,
Georgia, and other SBouthern States, for I have had occasion to exam-
ine into their history, who stood out against their States when they
seceded, against their friends, their brothers, and fouﬁht the doctrine
of secession and upheld the flag of the Union to the end, and who
were trampled into the dust in every conceivable way during the
war. We prohibited them, and rightfully perhaps, from coming here
or goiuﬁ to the courts and having their claims adjusted and paid be-
cause they do not consist solely of claims for surplias.

But I am not here to go into that question. I have another pur-
pose in view. When gentlemen have suddenly become converted to
some new doctrine we are naturally suspicious and cast about for the
reason why. I witnessed some of the same gentlemen seated here
now, within the last ten days allowing a bill to go through this House
by nnanimous consent, reported by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr,
EDEN, ] the chairman of the Committee on War Claims, appropriating
half a million of dollars for just that class of claims that gentlemen
are constantly, when a special claim comes up, declaiming against.

Mr. FINLEY. did not the gentleman object?

Mr. KEIFER. I did not object because I believed it was right.
But gentlemen who want to make cheap capital when they have a
special case to deal with, and a loyal man’s case is up and not the
case of a disloyal man, did not rise to oppose that bill. Their object
is to make capital before the country. I did not rise because it has
Dbeen the policy of the Government to pay these claims, and it was
right to pay them. I will state further that within fhe next two
weeks there will be another bill of the same character passed by this
House nppropriatiil(g over §200,000 for claims mostly from the States
of Tennessee and Kentucky of loyal men for supplies furnished the
Army during the war, based on claims examined by the Quartermas-
ter'’s Department and the department of the Commiasar{ of Subsist-
ence, and allowed by the proper accounting officers. It is said we
have voted away to this class of claimants $100,000,000. Well, now,
was that right? If it was not, then gentlemen took a long time in
learning whether it was right or not. It has been the policy of this
Government for many years, if not from the beginning, it is too
late to turn round upon it now.

If we will go back a litile further to the fime when the war s
even to the period when the first army crossed into Virginia, from
Ohio, led by McClellan, and when we had some gold in the Army
chests, we paid loyal and disloyal men alike for the supplies that we
took. When the {Initad States was fortunate enongh to have money
in many of the campaigns, for good reasons and wise purposes, per-
haps, loyal and disloyal alike were paid for supplies for the Army.

But when we got through the war, and when we had come to the
end of it, we established a principle that cut off all disloyal persons’
elaims, even for supplies ; but we said that we would pay loyal men
for supplies, and we have continued to act upon that principle up to
the present time. And now let me say, as I conclude, that any loyal
man who has not been guilty of some sort of laches in presenting his
claim when the Court of Claims bad jurisdietion I would still be in
favor of paying; all others I would reject. I am not prepared to say
that the claim now under consideration should be paid.

It is proposed by the Committee on War Claims to re a bill
fixing a limit within which parties must present their claims to the
Qu;réarmaster and Commissary departments, or have them forever
barred.

I want to say further, in conclusion, that I wonld not surrender at
any time the just claims of loyal men, North or South, in order that
by so doing it might have some effect in softening the hearts of the
people, as the gentleman from Massachusetts hopes, to the point of
pensioning confederate soldiers.

Mr. BRfGHT. I desire to move that the committee rise, but the

ntleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] asks me to yield to

im, and I will do so en condition that at the close of his remarks
he moves that the committee rise.

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iwilldoso. Ihave no concern in this bill,
but I desire to enter a disclaimer. If it be true that the E!mst of the
recent strnggle will not down, and that there is no pabulum upon
which certain stalwart patriots can feed except we resnscitate it, I
want the gentleman from Ohio to tell me whaf it is in the shape of
a sonthern claim with which he is accustomed to affright the coun-
try has there ever been offered here except it was predicated upon
precedent established by his own party? o is there that has ever
asked an American Congress to pay one dollar upon any sounthern
claim that was not to into the pocket of ene who as condition-

recedent had proven his own loyalty to you and his disloyalty to us?

0 is there here or elsewhere that has ever asked to iave & con-
federate soldier pensioned 7

Mr. KEIFER. The gentleman from Massachusetts did so.

Mr. BUTLER. I was there and not here,

l:l: KEIFER. The gentleman from Kentucky will agree with me
in that.

Mr. BLACKBURN. We will see how closely we will run togdalther.

Who is it that has asked Con, to pension confederate soldiers !
Who is it that has ever undertaken to elevate the confederate soldier
into the conncils of the country as an officer of the Cabinet? It was
not the SBouth. It was not the democracy. It was the hybrid admin-
istration that has developed this caﬁeacity.

Mr. FOSTER. Who is trying to help one of them into the Speak-
ership of this House ?

Mr. BLACKBURN. I trust the gentleman from Ohio will exhibit
the good taste to do that. [Laughter.]

No, Mr. Chairman, that is not our purpose. These gentlemen may
contain their souls in peace. Go on and build up our educational in-
stitutions. .

The gentleman from Ohio need not be frightened because of the
dogmas taught in the South in the days of its prosperity.

n answer to the question of the gentleman from Sonth Carolins.
I will reply that in the Military Acaﬁ:my at West Point prior to the
war the very same objection was made that is brought against this
institution.

Point me to » man that has ever shed luster on the American arms,
who was not a graduate of that institution before the war broke out,
and who was not taught all he knew of the Constitution from Rawle’s
Commentaries—assuredly the most advanced advocate of the rights
of secession ever published in this land. That was the horn-book of
our national Mili Academy,

But it was not to discuss these matters that I asked the attentien
of the committee ; it was simply in my own right as an humble mem-
ber and that element in this ﬁouse that has to-day been into
the discussion against its will, and which never thrusts itself u
the attention of the House to call attention to the injustice of t
attacks made nupon the South.

The South does not ask the paying ef pensions to her crippled sol-
diers. She staked her all upon her convictions, and she lost it when
the question was referred to that stern arbitrament of battle, and from
then until now, as she never will in the future, has she complained
or will she complain. She bears her losses, and she simply protests
that it is neither kind, nor generons, nor manly, nor merciful to
her in here when she is nmim g every effort to restore her shatte
fortunes, in order to make her the foot-ball of men who seem to have
more at heart the seeking of partisan purposes than the advancement
of the common A

I now renew the motion that the committee rise, in accordance with
my promise to the gentleman from Taunesseljej[ . BRIGHT.

r. REAGAN. I hope the gentleman will yield to me for a few
moments.

Mr, BRIGHT. I am willing to yield for a short time fo the gentle-
man from Texas.

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I have never uttered a word upon
this floor about this matter, and I simply want to express the surprise
I have felt at the line which the discussion has taken every time this
question comes up.

Questions come up here in regard to the payment of loyal claim-
ants in the South. They eame up before the South was represen
by those who represent her here now. They were voted for %y repub-
licans and passed by a republican Con . Yet whenever a claim
comes up in the interest of what is mﬁlz:aa southern man a debate
springs up upon it which it seems to me is prompted by no higher,
better, or worthier p than a mere partisan advantage which
may be gained by arraigning menibers here from the South before
the country as urging southern claims.

Now, I protest against the injustice of such a course, against the
want of fairness, the want of candor, the want of justice which it ex-
hibits. The very men who are here charged with advocating sonth-
ern claims have not, during the whole period since the close of the
war until now, presented a claim for such purpose. None of the eon-
federates are Eresentin claims here. And are we, who happen to
have been on that side during the con to witness here the
of bills for the relief of persons who predicate their elaims npon loy-
alty to the Federal Government during the war, to be denounced as
u.rfing such measures for a sectional or for a partisan purpose ?

nﬁmith what was said by the gentleman from South Carolina
[Mr. a few moments ago. Those in the Sonth at that time em-
braced but few loyal men, as they are termed. I venture to say that
most of those who come here with elaims and prove now by ex parte
statements their loyalty at some time and of \‘.geir own motion were
moognized as ardent confederates. I confess I donot have any faith
in the loyalty of that class of men who now seek money from the
Federal Treasury because of the loyalty for which I am not able,
from my experience and observation, to give them eredit.

Hence it is that I would that some means could be adopted either
wholly to exclude all such claims from censideration here, or else
that some general law should be passed referring them to some tri-
bunal where their merits wonld be considered and determined upon
something besides mere ex parte statements.

I desire to say a word to my friends over on this side of the House.
It seems to me that if they counld have blundered on this subject they
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have done so by seeming to allow themselves to be placed in the at-
titude of advocating claims with which they have no sympathy, and
allowing our friends on the other gide to denonnce them for taking
mone, m the Treasury and giving it to southern men. That is
all I desire to say.
Mr. CONGER. I desire to ask the gentleman a guestion before he
takes his seat.
_Mr. BRIGHT. I now insist upon the motion that the committee

rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose ; and Mr. EDEN having taken the
chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. MILLS re that the Committee
of the Whole had had under consideration the Private Calendar, and
had directed him to report sundry bills to the House with varions
recommendations.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that
they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the House of
the following title ; when the Speaker signed the same:

An act (H. R. No. 376) for the payment to the officers and soldiers
of the Mexican war of the three months’ extra pay provided for by
the act of July 19, 1848,

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House now take a recess until half
past seven o’clock.

Mr. PHELPS. I ask the gentleman fo yield to me for a moment
to submit a resolution of inquiry.

Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I think we should first finish the
business reported from the Committee of the Whole.

Mr. PHELPS. This resolution will take but a minute. I think
there will be no objection to it. i

Mr. KELLEY. I will yield to the gentleman for that purpose.

BEACON-LIGHT, SAYBROOK BAR, CONNECTICUT.

Mr. PHELPS. I ask consent to present for consideration and
adezgtion at this time the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s

Th.a Clerk read as follows:

Resolped, That the Secretary of the
canse the examination and inquiry te be made with respect to the necessity
and ency of the erection of a suitable structure for a beacon-light on one of
the jetty-walls at Saybrook Bar, in the State of Connecticat, with the probable
cost of the same, and to report the information so obtained to this House, with a
rg_sgmm of the Treasury Department with respect to the erection of such
-} jcture.

There being no objection, the resolution was adopted.

ARREARAGES OF TAXES, ETC., IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent that Sen-
ate bill No. 979, in relation to the payment of arrea of taxesand
assessments in the District of Columbia, be taken from the Speaker’s
table and referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia,
not to be bronght back on a motion to reconsider.

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker’s
table, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee for
the District of Columbia.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. KELLEY. I move thatthe Housenow take arecess, in accord-
ance with vaious order, until half past seven o’clock this evening.

Mr. A
for?

be, and he is hereby, requested to

I wonld inquire what the session of this evening is

The SPEAKER pro tempore. For debate only, no business what-
ever to be transacted.
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. What will become of the bills re-
ported from the Committee of the Whole 1
Mr. KELLEY. They will come up to-morrow as unfinished busi-
ness.
IN MEMORY OF MR. SCHLEICHER.

The SPEAKER pro tem, The Chair desires to state that the
addresses in memory of Mr. Schleicher, late a Representative from
the State of Texas, which were fixed for to-morrow at two o’elock,
will take place on iionda.y evening at half past seven o’clock.

The motion of Mr. KELLEY was then to; and accordingly
(at four o'clock and forty minutes p.m.) the House took a recess
until half past seven o’clock p. m.

EVENING SESSION.

The House reassembled at seven o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.,

and was called to order by Mr. PRIDEMORE as Speaker pro tempore.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House meets this evening as in
Committee of the Whole, for debate only, no business whatever to be
transacted.

Mr. FULLER addressed the House. [His remarks will appear in
the Appendix.] -~

MICHIGAN SHIP-CANAL.

Mr. STONE, of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I wish to submit a few
remarks upon the snbject of the practicability of a ship-canal across
the lower peninsula of Michigan. On the 4th day of March last I

introduced a bill “to provide for a water-route te facilitate trans-
portation between Lake Michigan and Lake Erie.”

The bill was referred to and has been duly considered by the Com-
mittee on Railways and Canals, and a favorable report has been
made thereon to this House, and the bill now stands on the public
Calendar awaiting action when reached. The bill provides for an
appropriation of the small sum of §15,000 for a survey of the pro-

route. Six thousand five hundred citizens of Michigan have
petitioned Cogfrese to authorize this survey. This fact shows that
the people of Michigan have a deep interest in this enterprise. And
this interest is not confined to the State of Michigan, but the people
of the whole Northwest are urging on the projeet. Finttering etters
have been written in behalf of the proposed canal b{lthe governors
of the States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kan-
sas, and Missouri, and scores of letters by the most prominent ship-
pers and produce dealers in the grain marts of the West, all urging
in the strongest terms the national necessity for this improvement.

Some of the advantages of such a thoroughfare will be appreciated
when I state that the distance saved between Chicago and it by
this water-ronte will be five hundred and thirty-five miles, the time
in passing forty-five to sixty hours. The length of the proposed canal
from Lake Michigan to the Detroit River wiid be about one hundred
and seventy-eight miles. Itisclaimed by competent persons who have
examined the subject and are thoroughly acquainted with the pro-
posed route that there are not one hundred rods of rock exeavation
on the whole route. The excavations will consist of loam, gravel, and
loose sand almost entirely ; that the work can be aecomp with
steam-dredges, and by this means a cubic yard of earth can be moved
as cheaply as three cubic feet were taken ont when the Erie and Penn-
sylvania Canals were made. The entire proposed route is one beauti-
ful plain, with three hundred and thirty-five never-failing lakes, cov-
ering over sixty thousand acres of land. There are es scores of
living streams which can be utilized as feeders.

It is proposed to deepen and improve for a considerable distanee
one of our la rivers, thus greatly reducing the cost of the con-
straction of this canal. The annual increase of the produets of the
States tributary to the lakes is millions of dollars; and the annual
commerce of the lakes is over $§500,000,000. The annual ag te of
losses on the lakes between Chicago and Detroit is shown by the
marine reports to be not less than $1,500,000, involving an annual loss
to the Government, in revenue, of from forty to thousand dollars.
Besides all this, hundreds of lives are lost annually. Much of this
loss would by the completion and use of this water-route be avoided,
as little or no loss to property or life need occur on the canal. Itis
estimated from the official reports of fhe boards of trade of the Statas
already named that a saving of one cent per bushel on the grain alone
exported from these seven States would pay a very large interest on
the cost of the proposed canal. But countless millions in value of
other products would flow through this canal. Fully eight to ten
weeks of navigation wonld be gained, in spring and fall, by this route,
over the present lake route. The large amount of extra insurance on
vessels and cargoes around the lakes over that of the proposed water
rout% should not be lost sight of in estimating the advantages of this
canal.

1t is believed that a freight rate of $1.50 per ton from Chicago to
Detroit via canal would be a profitable business, as of twelve
hundred tons can be nsed. No railroad can compete in cheapness;
and a toll of five cents per ton would in all probability pay the entire
cost of the canal and the expenses of operating it in twenty years.

In case of war with Great Britain this canal would, as a national
channel of eommunication, be of vast importance,

‘We farther believe that a part of the products of all nations would
flow through this channel. The canal tanough Illinois to the Missis-
sippi River will ere long be completed, and the cotton, sngar, rice,
and other products of the South would find a market in the North
and East and thence to Europe by the short route throngh Canada
to the ocean.

The Canadian government is spending $20,000,000 for a grand ship
ronte to the ocean. :

Detroit is seven hundred and six miles nearer to Liverpool by way
of the Welland Canal and Quebec than via New York, and there is
no reason why the great West should not have the benefit of this
great ountlet for a portion of her products to the seaboard. The com-
pletion of this great water-route will greatly cheapen transportation,
facilitate commerce, and do more to build up and encourage the great
agricultural interests of the West than any ofher enterprise that has
been proposed in years, and it will ﬂfive an impetus to business in
these t producing States. It wi encou.rng::wry department of
industry, and do much to unite the interests of the East and the West;
and the making and completion of this intercommunication will 3170
employment to thonsands of destitute men now unemployed, and by
it one of the most dangerous points in navigation on this continent
will be avoided. In the past twenty-four years it is believed that
enough in money and property has been lost on Lakes Michigan and
Huron and the Straits of inaw to make five such ship-canals as
the one here proposed; and the extra insurance paid in that time
would reach the sum of §400,000, This is not an enterprise of merely
local interest ; it is of a nafional character and general in its scope
and results. Of the wisdom of this class of internal improvement
there can be no doubt. That the General Government possesses, un-
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der the Constitution, the power, cannot at this day be well ques-
tioned.

It would seem that if, in the whole mn%e of powers, express or im-
plied, embraced within the purview of the Constitution, there was
one which, by a uniform line of example stretching through a lon
series of y had received the deliberate and solemn sanction o
all branches of the Government, that one is the power to make ap-
propriations for objects of this description. The public records show
that the poliey, in some form or other, has been coeval with the ex-
i OF the Government; and the whole nation gives token of the
growth and p; ity which have illustrated its exercise. The pro-
visions of the Constisution which have been chiefly relied npon, and
to which our public men have often referred, are those which give
power fo regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the
several States, and to provide for the common defense and general
welfare.

Such works as the construction of harbors upon our lakes as well
asu the oceans and the improvement of our great rivers and the
establishment of water communication where commerce is of a na-
tional character, necessarily involves no questions of party difference.
They are matters that must interest all ies as they do all classes
alike. The moment the principle is tted that Congress ma
rightfally appropriate money to promote any of the objects named,
their power necessarily extends over the whole subject and has no
limit but the sound diseretion of the representatives of the people
and of the States, and other constitutional provisions as to the mode
of its exercise. The former action of the Government is an une-
quivocal sanction of the power of Congress to regulate commerce by
furnishing facilities for its enjoyment. We refer to works of national
importance which will essentially facilitate * commerce among the
States” and net to improvements purely local.

President Grant, in his aunnal message of December, 1872, called
the attention of Congress to the subject of the necessity for more cer-
tain and cheaper transportation of the constantly increasing surplus
of western ange southern products to the Atlantic sea-board. He said:

The subject is one that will foree itself upon the Iegil!:l&tlw branch of the Gov-
ernment sooner or later, and I snfngmt, therefore, that steps be taken to
gain all available information to insure equable and just legislation.

After mentioning a number of the proposed water-rontes, he con-
tinues:

That production increases more rapidly than the means of transportation in our
own country has been demonstrated by past experience. That the unprecedented

wth in population and products of the whole country will reguire additional

ilities and cheaper ones tor the more bulky articles of commerce to reach tide-
water and a market will be demanded in the near future is equally d t

have

the States. But during the last twenty-five years the railroads and cauals
ternal and ch 1 the di ion of its

revolutionized all the modes of in ] a
movements. It is these internal arteries that enrich and civilize a people.

It would be impossible to give the amount and value of our internal traffic, as a
detail of exchange of the commodities would be complex. The relative importance
of internal and g;eigu commerce may be inferred from the following comparative

statement
Estimated value of shipping employed in our foreign trade (Ameri-
oanand Toreln) . ..o cos ciiisraress v i a e T , 000, 000
Xslue Mtawval }r; the I}nit«a(;ll States . ('f;:r;ai ............... 600, gm 000
ue of imports and ex cominerce) . < 1,121,624, 2977
Vﬁue of transportation on mﬂmdl:ofm ...... gn ................... 18, 000, 000, 000
1t is estimated, therefore, that the tonnage transported on the various avenses of
our internal commerce is more than one hundred times greater than the tonnage of
our foreign commerce.

These statements have a bearing on the present subject as they show the won-
derful business transactions and reqnired trans on capacity of our eountry.
A few years ago horses and wagons carried all the freight from Buaffalo to Albany,
at $100 ton. To-day the New York Central Railroad alone sends daily sixteen
miles of loaded freight cars to New York City for §2.33 per ton. It is nniversally
conceded by all investigators on the subject our water linea are the great lev-
elers and regulators of our transportation,

Qur inland ) to 25,000,000 tons anmally, and while the aver-
age cost of carryiog freight by rail is 3 cents mile and 1 cent by canal, it is
only 3 mills by river, 9} mills by lake, 1} by sea. The average cost is as
much for 100 milea by rail as 1,000 miles by river; and the transportation of the
25,000,000 tons of inland commerce for a mile would cost by rail $750,000; by river,
§85,000 ; by canal, §250,000. The lake trade is mow annually §500,000,000 per an-
num,

Chiecago, from a dozen families in 1831, has risen to the vast city of 436,000 inhab-
itants, exporting and importing (f and domestic) through a vessel tonnage of

621,348 tons, handling in one year ,000,000 in grain and about §400,000,000
cattle, hogs, meats, lard, lumber, and such heavy articles, and §520,000,000 liry-
goods, groceries, iron, boots and shoes, drugs, books, and the like, furnishing em-

loyment to 30,000 people, manufacturing and ducin to the amount of

000,000 mnunis!%. Chieago is the wonderful ? that increased from 4,000
inhabitants in 1837, to 505,000 in 1877; that had 3,000 miles of coast line, where
10,000 miles of railroad conv ; that slanghtered 3,000,000 hogs a year, and
whose el -house accounts showed that £1, 000,000 passed through ita doors
within the space of twelve months.

Milwankee claims to be the largest n in the world. Tts clevators have
o capacity of upwards of 5,000,000 bushels of grain. Her foreiﬂ:_mmmem is lim-
ited, but her ooastin'f traffic is immense, Trade re vessels in and out, 2,872,-
403 tonnage, with a daily average transaction in grain of 757,000 bushels.

In looking up these statements I have not dared to go back into Colorado, Mon-
tana, and their surrounding Territories, whose mountains, plains, and valleys will
a:mallﬁield up pondercns millions of dollars to the laborof man. These almost
unexplo ons contain mountains of iron and fields of coal estimated equal to
the wants of 200,000,000 ?eopln for 50,000 years.

I have confined myself mustl?' to a part of the Central Mississippi Valley, a
country of itself larger than all Europe, aside from Russia, and capable of sup-
porting as many millions of inhabitants.

It would be & work of supererogation npon the part of our committee to pre-
sent any labored argument in favor of water navigation for heavy freights and of
its cheapness over railroad tariffs. Such facts are quite familiar to all western

q able.
* + = A project to facilitate commerce by the building of a .canal around
Niagara Falls on the United States side, which has been agitated for many years,
will no doubt be called to your attention at this session.
Looking to the great future growth of the country and the increasing demands
commerce, it might be well while on this subject, not only to have examined
and rted upon the various ‘:,rwﬁnabla for ting the Mississippi
with tide-water on the Atlantic, but the feasibility of an almost continnous land-
locked navigation from Maine to the Gulf of Mexico. Such a route aleng our coast
would be of great value at all times, and of inestimable valne in case of a foreign
war. Nature has provided the greater part of this route, and the obstacles to over-
come are easily within the skill of the engineer.

Probably no subject connected with the development of the West
has attracted so much attention in the past few years as that of
“ cheap t: rtation.” Both producers and consumers are deeplyin-
terested in this matter. The enterprise here advocated would be a na-
tional work ; one of much value to the producers of the West and
South in giving them cheaper and more rapid transportation for their
produce to the seaboard and a market. It will greatly benefit the
eastern consumers in giving them cheaper food, and particularly
those articles of food which do not find a foreign market and the
prices of which, therefore, are not lated by foreign demand. The
advantages of such a work are too obvious for argument.

Such an enterprise in the interest of economical commerce shonld
receive the attention and encoum%:)ment of Congress. With such
an improvement, costing a reasonable amount of money, the benefits
that would accrue to the West, and in fact to the whole country,
would be incalculable. Improved commercial facilities, the encour-
agement and development of agriculture, and the permanent main-
tenance of a sonnd currency :%ﬂunifom stan with the fixed
money of commerce will enable us to extend our markets in Europe
and otber countries and accelerate material prosperity. I append as
a part of my remarks the following extracts from a report of a com-
mittee on statistics published one year ago by aathority of the ex-
ecutive committee Michigan Ship-Canal :

In thirty-nine , the first mails were carried team.
To u‘ﬁgﬁm e mm ﬁz wonderful power since that ﬁt;l:agi:thoapeo:g ﬁumn
call . The great want of capaci inmnspomtlonhaslmfe;t.mdacted
upon east of the t lakes. New tracks bave been added to the New York Cen-
T SR

se
mpadgpot boats from saventa—six totg.n to two hnudmdvua:d fortyat?:%s,swhieh s%
the same ti on t of i bund of capacity, has rednced the cost

tran: on over that route 50 per cent.

The United States Government has expended amounts and is being called
upon continnally to hng::nw our rivers, harbors, and navigable waters inland, and
valuable results have realized from these expenditures. It is believed that
much more valuable results may be realized from the judicious expenditure of

money in the same direction.
during the first century of its existence our inter.
our external coi

mmerce. Fifty years the
Jakes and navigable riyers constituted the principal avenues of oom{msxw h?t:rm

8. Lake and canal navigation is ter this year thanlast. Water nav-
rgniinn is increasing in popularity year year for heavy freights. The total
arrivals and clearances at Buffalo were 6,842 veasels this year to 4,624 in 1876. The
te capacity was 3,543,363 tons to 2,757,986 last year, and 3,259,839 in 1875,
ﬁul t:a mf?ﬁy in lnmber, ore, &o., been as great as that in grain the figures
would have been much larger and the effect wonld also have been seen in higher
ights. But, as a whole, the showing is a moderately good one.
e fullowingh:howu the average season lake rate on wheat from Chicago to
Baffalo, and the highest freight secured each season in the years named :

Average Average
Year. BEASOT mrﬂ:'t Year. BEASOD H}gti‘b:nt
rate. rate. %

1.0 26,0 6.2 10.0

10.5 17.0 7.8 18.0
7.5 125 1 158 | 19.0
9.3 18.0 7.8 14.0
8.7 19.0 3.9 6.0

13.4 2.0 3.5 6.5
.8 15.0 9 50
1 13.5 3.7 6.0
0.6 120

The average this year, it will be seen, is nearly a cent higher than in 1871, and a
trifle better than in 1875; but it is a fraction below that for 1874, and more than
two cents below that for 1873,

The time will never again return when rich harvests may be gathered from a
twenty-six-cent freight, asin 1861, or even a nineteen-cent rate, as in 1865. Increased
capacity of vessels, the more general use of steam, the introduction of the barge

ystem, and the proposed canal, will keep rates more uniform in future. There

ia every prospect of increased water freights next season, as the prodocts of the

es mnltiply in an astonishing degree year by year, as the statistics

gath by your commitiee abundantly prove; all of which shows the necessity
for the canal and every other ontlet for western commerce.

The following table gives railway freights from Chicago, December 17:

= 2 a 'ig
Chicago to— ti ﬁ £3
E et I ;'3 g

40| 40| #0 45

37| 81| 714 42

98 38 76 43

45| 45| 90 50

aas 35 70 40

as 35 70 40

*Loose meats five cents per one hundred pounds above boxed.

The & rates on the Erie Canal this season were ten cents and six mills per
one bund nds of wheat, and nine cents and two mills for corn.

This subject of the cost of mn;romﬁmisnmmtlm t one to western
producers, and was most thoroughly investigated by Hon. William F. MeAlpine,
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while State engineer of New York, who gives us the following figures and com-

ments:
Mills per

ton per mile.
Ocean, long voyages.. 13
Ocean, short voyages. 2t 6
Lakes, long voyages.. -]
Lakes, short voyages . 3to4
Hodson RIVEE ....cecnceninecsansrssasmsssnrarnssssnnssansasnssnnsnnnns 2%

Mississippi and Saint Lawrence..
Erie C enlarged ...

canals .o ....... 5
ordinary grades 2§ to 13}
greater cost.
By rail over ocean transportation ........cccccecesecccnncnssasnncencanssaccns T33.3
Byrﬂlwwﬁlakm ..................................................... 525.0
By rail over issippi and Baint Lawrence.....c.cueeea. .. 316.6
By rail over Hudson ....ccceeecrcncccennnes 400. 0

By rail over Illinois improvement.
By rail over Erie Canal,
By rail over ordinary canal
These are the elements irom which any one interested in this subject can com-
ute the practical effects upon the productive industry of the country, and the en-
area it will give to cultivation, the result of increased avenues of communi-
n b the Mississippi and the seaboard. The prod will have new
motives to multiply his crops while to the consumer will be held out the prospect

of cheap b

Pel‘h;}’m the greatest ment which can be addnced in favor of the building
of the Michigan nhip-canﬂ is its saving of five hundred miles in distance for ship-
pers over the present roundabont Mackinaw route, attended as it is every season
with the loss of millions of dollars of vessel pro and western prodocts and
the many precious lives which are annually sacrificed on the same route. These
disasters are not mere guess-work, but the figures areannually collected by expert
statisticians. Captain J, W. Hall, the veteran lake reporter at Detroit, prepared
the marine statistics of 1876, which place the number of lake disasters at 630
against 1,056 in 1875. The value of &‘mperty lost_including hulls and vessels is
$1,173,260, against §3,794.300 in 1875. The destruction of timber-rafts on the lakes

volves a loss of about §101,000. The %mtast loss during any month was in Sep-
tember, when it 1 to $276,133, The number of disasters this year were 417
less than in 1875. The total number of deaths either on board ship or on shore
among seamen were 155, of which 36 were vessel masters. Fourteen were lost by
foundered vessels, 97 were drowned, 28 died on shore, 13 were killed accidentally,
2 were murdered, 2 committed snicide, and 1 was found dead. The new tonnage
amounts to 7,461 tons, a falling off from 1875 of 11,517 tons. The lost tonnage
amounts to 9,990 tons, an excess over the new tonnage of 1,539 tons. Financially
the season of 1876 was the worst on record.

Your committee are unable to give the marine disasters of the season of 1877,
but suffice it to say they are enormous and will be in due season submitted to Con-
greas, The marine losses for any two years past will more than pay half the cost
of the making of the canal. .

Little or no t obstacles are to be overcome in the construction of this canal.
The supply of water at the summit level is known to be abundant. Unlike the
Erie C there will be little or no work for the engineer to do.

POSTAL SAVINGS BANKS.

Mr. WADDELL. Mr. Speaker, on the 23th day of May last, I re-

rted from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads bill

. R. No. 3959, entitled “A bill to establish a postal savings depos-
itory as a branch of the Post-Office Department, and to aid in refund-
ing the interest-bearing indebtedness of the United States.” That
bill, as well as two others relating to the same subject, was referred
to tjm Committee of the Whole. Neither of the bills has yet been
reached for consideration, and neither will be during this session. It
is troe that the House on Monday last, when called upon by the gen-
tleman from Kansas to suspend the rules and pass a so-called postal

savings bill, voted it down ; but there has been no discussion of and | *F,

no vote on the several bills to which I have alluded, and the vote on
Monday cannot be taken as any indication of the sense of the House
upon them. Expecting them to be reached last session, I prepared
the remarks which I am now abont to submit. Statistics published
since these remarks were prepared might be used to strengthen the

itions assumed, but those which I give will be sufficient for their
llustration, and 1 now proceed to lay them before the committee,
with the hope that gentlemen will read the provisions of my bill
before coming to a conclusion on the subject.

Mr. Speaker, the demand thronghout the country for such legis-
lation as is provided in the bill which I have had the honor te report
from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads is very gen-
eral and very unmistakable. The subject, which has been agitated
ever since 15873, has since the introduction of the several bills now
before Congress been revived with more zeal and energy than ever.
There is hardly a leading newspaper in the country which has not
discussed it frequently; it has been the theme of magazine articles,
the text for platform lectures, and quite recently has been formally
promulgated by a convention of a rising Folitissl party as essential
to the welfare of the laboring masses of the people. The terrible
condition of the old savings-banks and the distress and ruin which
have followed to thousands of the most deserving of our citizens have
given a powerful impetus to the demand which comes from all quar-
ters for postal savings banks. One of the most significant expres-
sions of feeling which has been given may be found in the reso-
Intions adopted at a mass-meeting of depositors of the Sixpenny Sav-
iggs Bank of the city of New York, held on the evening of April 26,
1878, wherein after stating that in six and one-half years twenty-
six savings-banks had been declared insolvent in that city alone,
whembg 6,834 dépositors had suffered a loss of over §7,120,262 out of
a total deposit of $11,919,728, and after expressing an nbsoﬁuta want
of confidence in the savings-bank system as at present administered,
the meeting resolved to appoint a committee to memorialize Con
in favor of “a law by which postal savings banks, nnder the im-
mediate direction of the General Government, may be established

throughont the country, thus affording to all classes of society an
opportunity of depositing their money with absolute security, and
giving to the poor the same privilege and protection as are now given
to the rich holders of Government securities.”

I repeat fthat the demand for this legislation can no Io:]fer be
ignored. It is recognized as a great necessity of the time in all parts
of the country, and petition after petition and memorial after memo-
rial have been presented here asking Congress to grant this great boon
to the people. More than once, indeed very frequently, our attention
has been called by the press to the fact that precious time was being
wasted here either in political maneuvering or in petty legislation
when this t measure fer the benefit o? the people was being
smothered, as ethers of almost equal importance have been ; and now
for us to continue in the face of such an universal appeal on behalf
of this measure to ignore it will be to defy public sentiment while
illastrating our own incapacity to legislate for a distr: people.

On the 31st of May, 1877, according to the report of the Comptroller
of the Currency, there were in the United States twenty-six savings-
banks, with a capital of $4,5870,000 and deposits of $33,170,000, and
six hundred and seventy-six savings-banks without capital, but with
deposits aggregating $343,160,000; or a total of seven hundred and
two savings-banks in which the people had deposited $881,330,000.
This statement is not complete, as the Comptroller admits, because
of the failure of the savings-banks to make proper returns to State
officials ; but it is sufficient to show the enormons sums of money
which a confiding people have intrusted to these rotten institutions.
The result of their recent experience has been to utterly destroy all
confidence in them, and consequently the thrifty poor man, woman,
or child who desires to lay by a small sum in a safe place at interest,
but who is unable to buy a Government bond, cannot find the plage
he seeks and is driven to the neceﬂsit.g of hiding away his little earn-
ingﬂ or expending them. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at that
when a proposition is made that the Government itself shall receive
these earnings, pledging its faith for their safe-keeping at a low rate
of interest and the return of all sums deposited whenever called for,
t.h%ll)eo le should eagerly assent to it.

@ idea is a modern one, having originated (in an imperfect form,
however) with Mr. Whitbread, member of Parliament, in 1807, having
been perfected principally by Mr. Chatwynd of the money-order de-
partment of the English post-office, and finally having been carried
into execntion by an act of Parliament, approved on the 17th of May,
1861. The system has become very successful and popular, and is
acknowledged to be the best ever established, although some of the
Euro governments are steadily improving their systems by adopt-
ing the main features of the English. I shall not go into a history
of these institutions, but will state that the bill reported by me is
framed after the model of the English and Canadian systems, as nearly
as our circumstances will allow, and is therefore in the jmigment of
competent critich a more desirable measure than any other before
Congress. There are three bills before the House, namely, the bill
reported from the Committee on Banking and Currency, known as
the Phillips bill, that reported from the Ways and Means Committee
known as the Robbins bill, and the bill reported by me from the
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

I shall content myself with a ({Jlain, practical discussion of what
a to me to be the merits and defects of these several measures.
'he bill of the Ways and Means Committee is a Treasury scheme
for refunding the national debt, in the execution of which it is pro-
posed to use a part of the machinery of the Post-Office Department,
namely, the money-order system; but it does not profess to be a
postal-savings measure.

The bill of the Banking and Currency Committee, known as the
Phillips bill, may justly ge termed a bill to establish chaos in the
Post-Office and Treasury Departments.

The bill of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, re-
ported by me, is the only measure which provides both for mfun&iug
the debt and for the establishment of a postal-savings system through-
out the country, with provision for ¢ ing the system info execu-
tion in all its details, after the model of the English and Canadian
systems, which are the best in the world. If the committee will bear
with me, I think I can establish the truth of these several assertions.

There is no objection that I can see to the bill of the Ways and
Means Committee as a scheme for refunding the debt, excepting the
crude method it provides for using the money-order system of the
Post-Office Department. In furtherance of that objeet I consider it
an excellent plan. Its titleis “A bill to promote the refunding of
the national debt and loan of savings to the United States for that

urpose.” Before proceeding to discuss the features of this bill I will
Erieﬂy dispose of the other bill, reported from the Committee on
Banking and Currency, known as the Phillips bill.
THE PHILLIFS BILL. =

This measure I have already characterized as a bill to produce
chaos in the Post-Office and Treasury Deg:rtments. The only savings
feature in this bill is embraced in the following oppressive require-
ments :

First. The Juass-book deposits are limited to a minimum of twenty-
five cents and a maximum of §10. -

Second. No interest is allowed on sums less than $10. [

Third. No withdrawal, transfer, or power of attorney is permitted
for sums less than $10. .

Fourth. Forced withdrawals are required when the deposits reach
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$10; that is, they must be exchanged for a ten-dollar postal order,
which is the same as currency. The bill practically limits each depos-
itor's savings to §10. -Above that amount all that he saves is turned
into eurrency, and can be squandered or lost at any moment.

The ignorant depositor has no protection from fraud, which may be

racticed by dishonest postmasters and clerks, except his pass-book.

e is entitled to no racaiyt or evidence from the Department. If the
depositor changes his residence before his deposits reach $10, he can-
not fill up his deposit at any other office, but must leave his account
and be at the trouble, expense, and risk of sending money by mail and
receiving back his ook by mail.

If a depositor dies before his account reaches $10, his widow or
children lose the benefit of the deposit and it will inure to the Gov-
ernment. If the bill shounld become a law it will be of no value to
laboring-men, soldiers, sailors, and others who have no fixed abode.
What this class of people desire is safety and ease of withdrawal.
Depositors should be permitted to withdraw and deposit at any office.

his bill affords no protection to the Government against dishonest

postmasters and post-office clerks. A deposit account is kept by the

tmaster, If he deals fairly with each depositor who comes for

is ten-dollar postal order he may use the money of all the other

depositors without detection. Even a daily examination by a special

agent wonld not trouble him unless the agent by accident tfwoo vered
a depositor whose name was not on the postmaster’s books.

For instance, suppose 5,000 troops are quartered at Fort Sully fo
quell an Indian outbreak; that 2,500 of them deposit on pay-day
with the postmaster 2 each, and do so on three successive pay-days,
making a deposit of §6 each, or an aggregate dei)osixof $15,000 in the
hands of the postmaster. On the day after the last deposit, they are
ordered to the Columbia River, in Oregon, and take their pass-books
with them. In the mean time the postmaster has himself
with and reported to the Department only $1,000 of deposits received.
Heiss A special agent is sent out to invasti%'n,te the mat-
ter. He finds the depositors all gone and no record of their names
nor any dataupon which to baseinvestigation. The postmastersmiles,
pockets the other §14,000, and goes West.

Under this bill no fee is cha for receiving these deposits and
no appropriation is made to defray the expenses of transacting the
business. The one-half of 1 per cent. anthorized in this bill, in ae-
cordance with the funding act of 15870, is not more than enough to
defray the expenses incurred by the Treasury Department. So much
for that feature of the bill touching the pass-book deposits.

Now, in regard to the postal savfngs money-orders. These orders
bear no interest; they ma{ be passed as currency by the first in-
dorser ; they are not payable at any specified money-order office ;
they are drawn on and redeemable in currency at the ury or any
of its branches or at any money-order office ; they are engraved on
bank-note paper not payable to any payee. By their nature the
must be for §10 each or multiples of $§10. No more than twenty dol-
lars’ worth of them can be issued in one day to any one person. No
provision is made for paying the expenses of issuing, redeeming, or
exchanging these orders.

As they may go into circnlation and are not drawn on a money-
order office, and not likely to be presented for redemption, there is
nothing to prevent a postmaster, except a daily examination of his
account by a special agent, from issning any amount of these orders
and putting them into circulation for his own benefit. There is no
sufficient check upon him. If a postmaster chooses to be dishonest
the Department cannot know, as it can under the present money-
order law, how many and for what amount orders have been issned.

It is true these orders are exchangeable for bonds bearing 3.65 per
cent. interest after five days; but such exchange would be impraeti-
cable unless the postmasters are authorized to keeq]a supply on hand.
If it is the intention of the bill that postmasters shall keep a supply
of these United States bonds on hand and issue them, it wouls. be
necessary for such postmasters to give additional security for safe
keeping and issuing of the bonds. How many postmasters throngh-
out the country would be able to give such security 1

It is provided also that these may be redeemed at any money-order
office designated by the Postmaster-General. This would create inex-
tricable confusion.

In the first place, it would require the accumulation of an indefi-
nite amount of funds in the hands of each of these money-order post-
masters, Suppose that §5,000 or $10,000 of such orders agould be pre-
sented during any one day or two days, at aremote office. It mustbe
remembered that no provision is madasi'or advices to be sent, as isnow
the case under the money-order system; sothat in the case supposed
either the required funds must be allowed to remain in the hands of
the geatmaster, or the holder of the orders must wait until funds
counld be remitted at the risk of the Government to the postmaster
for their payment.

The ostensible object of this bill, namely, the sale of United States
securities, would certainly be retarded if not absolutely defeated,
becanse it would be impracticable to require the holders of these
orders who might desire to exchange them for bonds to do so at the
office of issue. A n holding many of them issued from different
offices would rather put them in circulition as currency than be sub-
Jject to the trouble and expense of sending them each to the office from
which it was issned.

As to the bond feature of this bill from the Banking and Curreney
Committee a few words only are necessary. It seems to me to be

parlmggs its most ebnoxiouns feature. Their issne is not limited ; their
transfer from hand to hand is not prohibited, and as savings they
have no advantage over bank-notes or any other currency. If:t.o'len
or destroyed there is no security to the holder, but the loss will be
his ; and they are infinitely inferior to a postal-savings account on the
books of a central de itory or an inscribed debt upon the books of
the Tressury, upon which loss is impossible. If they are to be kept
on hand by postmasters to any amonnt, as seems to be allowable nnder
the bill, there is no protection to the Government against their ille-
gitimate use.

As to the legal-tender notes provided for in the bill, I do not know
that there is any special objection to them, unless it should be on the
score of inflation.

And, finally, as to this bill, it contains that feature which eaunsed
me to characterize it as a bill to establish chaos in the Treasury and
Post-Office Departments, namely, the double-headed management
whereby the control is divided between these two Departments. This
feature constitutes the main objection which I have to the other bill
reported from the Committee of Ways and Means by my colleague,
[Mr. RoBBixs,] which I will now proceed to discuss.

THE ROBBINS BILL.

The bill of the Ways and Means Committee does not profess to be
a l-savings scheme, as I have already stated, but is a Treasu
scheme for funding the public debt. As such I regard it as an excel-
lent one. The objections which I have to it are as follows :

In the first place, it provides for two kinds of money-orders, one
with fees and one without, which is both an expensive and a clumsy
arrangement. It requires many and various kimds of accounts, re-
turns, &e. It does not provide for the cost of management ; becanse
the fees on withdrawals and the one-half of 1 per cent. provided in
section 7 would amount to only about one-hnﬁeanough to pay ex-
penses, which will be over 2 per cent., adding the cost in the Treas-
ury and the cost in the Post-Office Department together, as I will
show in detail hereafter. It does not provide for any pass-book or
certificate to be given to depositors as evidence of their deposit in a
post-office, and therefore the death or the removal of the depositor
would be more apt to cause loss than even under the Phillips bill
heretofore discussed.

Another remarkable and objectionable feature of the Ways and
Means bill is that the withdrawal of depesits is taxed. No institu-
tion that I ever heard of taxes the privilege of withdrawing money
from it. The fees on withdrawal orders nnder this bill will amount
to nine-sixteerths of 1 per cent. on the aggregate amount of deposits,
or to five-eighths of 1 per cent. on the aggregate amount of the with-
drawals. This would certainly be most oppressive.

Another objection is that all sums received from depositors must
be remitted to Washington at the cost and risk of the Post-Office De-
partment. A large portion of these sums would be in silver coin.

Another effect of this bill would be to lock up too much money
ne for use among the laboring classes of the country, who
could not afford to invest their money in bonds.

Another objection is that it woulg require a duplication of labor
by the use of money-orders. The work could be performed at less
than half the expense without using the money-order system at all,
and the money-order machinery is not adapted to this business.

Another objection is the provision which permits the Treasurer to
oomx:l the depositor having $1,000 on deposit to invest the same in
bonds or to withdraw it and pay withdrawal fees on it. Another
objection is that a depositor cannot deposit cash, but only money-
orders, and a final and, with me, a fatal objection is the same mixed
m ent of which I have already complained as existing under
the Phillips bill.

Treating these objections somewhat in reverse order, I assert that
a divided management, such as is proposed in both of the bills upon
which I have been commenting, cannot be successful, because it will
inevit‘nbl{apmdnue conflict of anthority, misconstruction of the law
and regulations, errors of all sorts, insubordination, the expense of
double reports, double correspondence, and double accounts, and, in
a word, ¢ nerally.

Every de’pom: contemplated or provided for in the Ways and Means
Committee’s bill must be made by means of postal orders, for the issue
of which the Post-Office Department is to receive no compensation.
If postal money-orders are to be issned free of charge, how is the
Post-Office Department to pay the expense of the issue and payment
of such orders?

According to the report of the Postmaster-General for the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1877, the Post-Office Department issued to its ordinary
patrons domestic money-orders amounting to $§72,820,509.70, and paid
such orders amounting to §72,448,156.53 ; besides this, orders to a large
amonnt were repaid. The Postmaster-General states that the cost of
transacting this business was as follows:

Commission and clerk-hire.. ... .ooeooeocee ieonen.-- 434,536 32
INniAental SXPONBOE . - o s e o f e e e e S 22 963 70
Loat remittances. .- - cuccccnccccens sccmcssncncsnsnnnns 4,523 00
2T i e T e e L W Rl S e S 62,415 45
Salaries of superintendent’s office...cceeeeaan.... amien 44,09915
Salaries in the Auditor’s Office..... = ek e s . 103,240 00
Books, blanks, printing, &C...cccicnnmecacenn cosncanaa 33,101 62
Books, blanks, stationery, not above included, estimated . 4,500 00

Being a total of .cvcurvanan e e AN Ay ATaRa s 699,379 24
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By T g e ] I e N e s Mpot L 699,379 24
And that the compensation received for transacting
this business was as follows :
Fees reeeived on domestic orders issued.... $623,748 95
Promiumay, &o..ucvescncivosnonisussisanss 661 71
_— 624, 409 66
Showing an absolute net loss of . . e e ce ceenceennnn.. 74,969 58

But there should, of rlgh’r., be deducted from this loss the sum of
£53,632.87, which occurred (see page 21 of the re ) prior to 1572,
but was settled by compromise in mber, 1876, and thus became
chargeable to the expeuses of the last fiscal year. So that the loss
gmperly chargeable to that year was §21,376.71 ; out of which, after

educting the estimated profits which acerued upon the transactions
of the money-order business with foreign countries, $3,500, there still
remained a loss of $12,876.71; and the total expenses of the system
(as above shown, $699,419.24) after deducting the loss, $53,632.57, not
properly chargeable to that year, were $645,786.37.

This amount of expenses is eight hundred and eighty-seven thoun-
sandths of 1 per cent, on the gross amounnt of the domestic money-
orders issued during the year. Had the money-order system been
subjected to the expense of rent, fuelLancl lights, (mentioned below,)
which will become necessary if this bill becomes a law, the propor-
tionate cost thereof would have increased the expenditures to nine-
tenths of 1 per cent.

The expenses of the system, exclusive of the §174,940.77 paid out
of appropriations and of the $53,632.87 above alluded to asnot ¢
able to last year’s business, were $470,845.60, or six hundred and
forty-seven thousandths (§)of 1 per cent.on the gross amount of the
domestic orders issued.

If this bill becomes a law and the loan
be expected will be an increase of $50,000,000 per annum in the
amount of money-orders issued, or a gross amount, in round num-
bers, the ordinary issues to the public included, of $125,000,000.

This increased business will add to the expenses of the system, as
above enumerated, not less than $440,000. As a part of these ex-
penses it will add to the money-order force in the Anditor's office not
less than sixty-five clerks, and twenty-five clerks to thatin the office
of the superintendent of the money-order system, as well as $22,000
annnally for books, blanks, and printing. To accommodate this in-
creased force will require an additional building for the central offices
in Washington, for which an annual outlay, for rent, lights, and fuel
of at least $20,000 will be required. The Post-Office building is already
too small for the proper transaction of its increased and ever-increas-
ing business. This expenditure is one to which the money-order sys-
tem has never, as yet, been subjected. If will probably add sixteen
thousandths of 1 per cent. to the cost of management.

Abont five-sevenths of all the money-order funds received at post-
offices are now forwarded from issning to paying offices throngh the
mails in registered letters. The risk of loss from this source is as-
samed by the Post-Office Department, and when losses occur which
are not traceable to any responsible source they are paid out of the
net proceeds of the money-order business. Nearly new money-
order offices which are now being established are at small towns,
remote from business centers, from which the transportation of funds
by mail is snuch more uncertain than from the older offices ; so that it
may be properly asserted that the risk of loss from this so but
for extraordinary vigi increases year by year. In case of the
P of this bill the whole of the additional £50,000,000 above esti-
maﬁ would have to be transmitted to Washington, either directly or
through intermediate post-offices, for the payment of money-orders
of which the Treasurer of the United States would be the only payee.

The greater part of this money would be received at distant oflices
in silver coin. In such cases the risk of loss would be greatly in-
creased, and a large expense would necessarily have to be incurred
for the manufacture of not less than 20,000 bags in which to remit
silver coin. It would be necessary that these bags be made of ma-
terial and be supplied with fastenings and seals of a superior quality.
The money-order funds remitted by mail from July 1, 1871, to June
30, 1877, inclusiv? a period of six years, amounted to &295,569,3(9.82,
and the amount of loss sustained by the Department in transmission
was $19,974.20, being sixty-eight ten-thousandths of 1 per cent. on
the whole amount remitted. Should the funds to be transmitted to
Washington amount, as estimated, to $50,000,000 per annum, and the
same percentage of Toss continne, there would acerue an annunal loss
of $3,400 from this source. Must the money-order system sustain
this loss? 1If so, from what fund is it to be paid? From July1,1871,
to June 20, 1577, inclusive, a period of six years, the amount of money-
orders improperly paid npon forged signatures for the loss of which
the Department assumed the responsibility was $§1,032.13. It is pre-
sumable that like losses will occur in the payment of withdrawal
orders. Who is to sustain these losses? The bill does not provide.
Who will sustain the losses by bad debts due from insolvent sureties
of postmasters and who will decide how much of the lost money was
savings funds{ This money must be kept separate from the other
money-order funds and accounted for separately. Weekly state-
ments, showing orders upon which fees were charged, and others, de-
tailing orders upon which fees were not charged, must be made to the
superintendent of the money-order system. Separate returns must
be made periodically and very frequently, probably daily reports, to
the Secretary of the Treasury. =8

pular, the least that can

To avoid disputes in regard to losses of remiftances throngh the
mails, savings funds must be transmitted in separate registered pack-
and their contents sworn or certified to. Blank applications for
withdrawals must be provided, and the expense of making them out
and executing them must be paid. All the voluminous correspond-
ence with the Post-Office and ?l‘maaury with regard to all these mat-
ters, not at present required, must be paid for. It is doubtful whether
the extra duties devolving npon postmasters and their elerks in con-
nection with savings-deposit orders can be performed withont an ad-
dition, as before stated, of 50 per cent. to the cost of igsning and pay-
ing ordinary money-orders: that is, withont making their issue and
Ig_:i;mant oostf the Government one-third per cent. interest instead of
per cen
The Post-Office Department is the only agency that can success-
fully manage this system. It is provided with all the machinery
and a corps of experienced officials. If the Post-Olfice agency is to be
made use of at this small deposit business should, in the interest
of economy, simplicity, and freedom from error and doubt, be given
entirely into the hands of the Postmaster-General, fo whom legiti-
mately belongs the control of everything appertaining to the post-
office service, Ifthe Treasury wishes to transact this business through
the agency of the money-order post-offices, let it do so through such
afency in the same manner as does any private individual, paying
the same fees and becoming subject fo the same laws, regulations,
and instructions. Therefore the bill reported by me, so far as savings,
small deposits, &c., are concerned, is strictly a postal savings-bank
scheme, and one which, while containing every valuable feature of
the other bills, goes much further, provides for all details, is sim-
pler, less costly, and requires fewer employés in its management than
either of them, as will appear from the tables which I give.
THE WADDELL BILL.

The provisions of this bill are briefly as follows:

Deposits of any sum from twenty-five cents to $300 may be received
at designated money-order post-offices, which deposits shall be enti-
tled to 3 per cent. inferest, and may be withdrawn at any time on
demand of the depositor. Married women, and children abeve the
age of twelve years, may become depositors in their own r ght, and
their deposits are pretected from withdrawal or disturbance by hus-
band, parent, or guardian. Deposits are exempt from taxation and
from seizure for debt, They are receivable and payable, with inter-
est, in national-bank notes and in United States notes and coin. The
credit of the United States is irrevocably pledged for the repayment
of these deposits, and no possible loss can occur to the depositor. De-

its and withdrawals are to be entered in a book, to be kept
y the depositor; and, in addition to this, each deposit is to be ae-
knowledged by a certificate from the Postmaster-General. The aceount
of each depositoris to be kept in aledger at the central office in Wash-
iu%ton, s0 that in case a depositor loses his E(;ngs-book it can be of no
valne to the finder or the thief; but a new book will be issned to the
depositor containing a duplicate ef each entry in the original. No
loss to depositors can possibly happen from the dishonesty of officials.
Such losses,if any occur, are to be sustained by the Government. De-
positors cannot sell,loan, or give away their pass-books or certificates,
or the deposits represented therein. If a depositor desires to make use
of his balance, or of any part of it, he must do so by means of a with-
drawal in his own name or that of some person to whom he has given
a legally executed power of attorney. After a depositor’s balanee on
E&s&book has accumulated to $100 or more, he may, if he so desires,
ave if invested by the Postmaster-General in any United States 4
per cent. bonds anthorized by law ; or, if the depositor prefers it, he
may have his money transferred to the books of the ury, into
what is known as an “inseribed debt” or open book account, for
which he receives a certificate as an acknowledgment, and such ac-
count will bear 4 per cent. interest, thesame asabond. Theinscribed
debt may be sold or transferred by application to the Treasurer, but
it has this advantage over the bond: that it is perfectly safe from
loss, and lost certificates of debt may be renewed to the loser; and, in
case of sale of such debt, the old certificate is of no value, but the
purchaser is entitled to a new one.
THE PEOPLE.

The laboring classes, who to-day have $300,000,000 in savings-
banks and, withont doubt, $800,000,000 more hidden away in hellow
trees, in the niches of walls, and in old stockings, do not want bonds,
long or short, large or small, nor 3.65 certificates, which may be lost
or destroyed.

Bonds and certificates are a good investment for the middle and
wealthy classes who can take care of them. They will purchase them,
and by that means will aid largely in refunding the national debt;
the Ways and Means measure ought to pass; but with it the laboring
men who are not able to avail themselves of its advantages are en-
titled to a genuine savings depository; not a spurious concern, sail-
ing under false colors, but such a one asonly the Post-Office Depart-
ment has the machinery for and can manage successfully—a depos-
itory throngh whose agency this Government can borrow $1,000,000,000
from the poor who cannot and who do not desire to invest in bonds.

The Treasury, under the Ways and Means bill, can gather the sav-
ings of the middle aud the wealthy classes, and through the agency
of the Post-Office Department it can also absorb the small earnings
of the poor.

The t?wo measures should go hand in hand. Neither is complete
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without the other, but no postal depository, so called, can succeed
which does not provide both enfire security and facility of with-
drawal, while at the same time giving evidence of indebtedness, the
loss of which does not involve the of the depositor's savings.
That the poorer classes do not desire to have their earnings invested
in bonds ; that they prefer lower interest with the option of with-
drawal at any time ; that their constantly recurring desires and ne-
cessities cause them to shun any scheme which, in appearance even,
ties up their money, is shown by
THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CANADIAN POSTAL BAXKS.

The Canadian system was inaugurated on the 1st day of April,
1868, and 4 per cent. interest was offered on all deposits subject to
withdrawal on demand; but as an inducement for the people to make
permanent investments 5 per cent. was offered on permanent invest-
now known as Dominion stock. Great efforts were made to

men
put this 5 ge.r eent. stock on the market throngh the agency of the
post-office department, but experience has proven that the smaller

rate of interest is preferred bithe masses, the great elements of its
pularity being the pass-book, the certificate of deposit, the with-
g:nwal check ; the pass-book, because being in the depositor’s own
ion it is the ever-present memorandum of the act of the receiv-
ing office; the certificate of deposit, because it is not transferable
and is the evidence received from the department of the inviolable
faith of the government for the protection of his earnings pledged
to the depositor in his personal identity; the withdrawal check,i—
canse it is also not transferable and protects the depositor from all
possibility of ]osses} especially from those most common among the
poor who have no place for the safe-keeping of their personal treas-
ures, the losses by the elements, by improvidence or carelessness, by
fraud, and by robbery, losses against which there is no protection in
case of small bonds, bank-notes, coin, postal orders indorsed to bearer,
and all other devices of a like nature.

During the first three months after the establishment of the Can-
adian system, from April 1 to June 30, 1868, §130,6588.89 were depos-
ited on 4 per cent. pass-book account and §73,900in 5 E:r cent. (bonds)
stock, being 564 cents stock for every $1 in pass-books.

June 30, 1869, the balance stood: In pass-books, $503,614.26; in
stock, §353,200; or 70 cents in stock for each dollar in pass-books.

June 30, 1870, the balance was: In pass-books, $939,948.83; in stock,
8648,900.10; or 69 cents in stock for each pass-book dollar.

June 30, 1871, it stood: In pass-books, $1,396,350.65; in stock,
$1,100,900 ; or 79 cents to §1. '

June 30, 1872: In pass-books, $2,144,600.01; in stock, $951,900; or
44} cents to $1.

June 30, 1873 : In pass-books, §2,504,651.57 ; in stock, §702,400; or
28 cents to §1.

June 30, 1574 : In pass-books, §2,692,865.46; in stock, §512.100; or
19 cents in stock to each dollar in pass-books.

June 30, 1875: In pass-books, §2,525,300.48; in stock, $400,700; or
15% cents to §1.

June 30, 1576: In pass-books, §2,432,852.50; in stock, §308,100; or
123 cents in stock to each dollar in pass-books,

June 30, 1877, there remained a balance: In pass-books, $2,375,-
537.47; and in stock only §264,400; being 11.1 cents in stock to each
dollar in pass-books. .

Thps it will be seen that while in the six years ended June 30, 1877,
the open pass-book accounts drawing 4 per cent. interest had increased
from §1,396,359.65 to $2,375,537.47, (nearly double,) the amount in-
vested in 5 per cent. Dominion stock (bonds) had fallen from §1,100,900
to §264,400, (to less than one-fourth.) In other words, of the stand-
ing amount invested for depositors by the Canadian post-office de-
partment nup to June 30, 1871, five-ninths was in 4 per cent. open
account and four-ninths in 5 per cent. government stock or bonds ;
while on June 30, 1877, six years later, the relative proportions were
nine-tenths in 4 per cent. open account and only one-tenth in 5 per
cent. stock.

It is of no possible pecuniary or other interest to the Government
whether the money of the people is invested in long bonds or short
bonds, postal savings money-orders, 3.65 certificates, or pass-book
accounts; or whether that money is procured through the agency of
the Treasury syndicate, national banks, or the Post-Office Depart-
ment, so that it is obtained at reasonable rate of interest and at the
lowest possible exgensa in the way of fees, percentages to agents,
and other similar deductions from the face value of its obligations.
If the Government borrows from its citizens through the direct agency
of the Treasury and gives them its obligations in the shape of 4 per
cent. bonds, it derives no advantage from that plan over that of
borrowing through the agency of the Post-Office Department and
giving to its people its obligations in the form of pass-book accounts
and inscribed debt upon the books of the Treasury. In either case
the money is received, in either case 4 per cent. interest is paid, in
either case the money is used in refunding the national indebtedness ;
but there is a most important advantage which the postal savings

system over any other plan.
It is Et it reaches down tn the newsboy, the washerwoman, the
laborer, the mechanie, the soldier, the sailor, and the factory opera-

tive, and takes up, as with a sponge, the small drops which the
Treasury with its bonds system can never reach, the hundreds of

tion ; and in so doing this postal savings system will perform a
gres{er work of benevolence and beneficence than all the ity and

hristianizing associations of the day. It will promote thrift, it will
elevate the poor man and give him self-respect, it will save his fam-
11{‘ofmm starvation in times of business depression, it will prevent
labor riots and communism, it will cement the masses with a com-
mon interest for the integrity of the Government, it will give pro-
tection to the poor citizen,such a protection as the Constitution con-
templates, but which he has never as yet received. The Government
owes this protection to its people, and they will shout their thanks
to the Congress which awards it.

If any other plan, misnamed postal savings, is adopted it will fail
of its pu?oee, and will entail, as I have shown, an expense of 2 per
cent. on the face value of the obligations issued. Let us have one
which can be managed at an expense of less than 1 per cent.

CANADIAN POSTAL BAVINGS-BANK.
TaBLE A.—Business of fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.*

Numrber. Amount.
Total nnmber of banks ....ccncicamcecncraconaciacane-s Ly ) e e S R
Total nnmber of S6C0UNLE . .ocovcrcencccrsosasnosnsracs], DO ] cocsonnaernrnmen
Total numberof transactions. .. § RO J 0| 57,700 [ ooenceee o
Total number of clerks, central office................. s | PN et S
Total amount of deposits on interest. ....cocveveeennn... ey $2, 375,537 47
Average mumber of accounts at each bank. ............ F4 |-vennveasconaande
Average number of transactions at each bank ........ 201 e
Average number of accounts to each clerk at cen
O S e s A s e e e S R Sl s 171 i NSRRI S
Averagenumber of transactions to each clerk at central
L N S A R S s P B b ER B AR
im ;g:aachh de‘paail; ----------------- A = s
Verage amoun each depodib ....cu.eeececs meceesens s 42 10
Average amount of each withdrawal 0 49
* Average cost of each transaction, 26.2 cents.
Ezxpenses.
Dr. Cr.
To cost of management, in- No data.
cluding 15 clerks at cen-
tral office ................| §10,000 00
One-fourth of 1 per cent. on
total amount of deposits. 3, B02 50
And miscellaneons items .. 1,346 63 | Percentage of cost of man-
t to balance dne
TOBE < wcenmmennm sy 151,49 13 depositors, .57 per cent.

TABLE B.— British postal savings-bank, ( fractions omitted.)

Number. Amounta.
1376.

Total number of banks .......cceceicccansacacancasanas 7 T e e e e
Total number of acconnts.. .... f)é“"&;l: ............. By B ) AR

.- 3,106, 136
Total number of transactions. { Wi':ﬂ:Itmwn. 1 195, 603
Total number of clerks in central office, (estimated). .. 1N B R S R
Total amount of d its on intereat.......ccocniemnna- m—
Average number of acconnts at each bank.... -

Average number of transactions at each bank.........| -
Average number of accounts, each clerk, central office.
A&nga ber of tr tions, each clerk, central
B0 cccccsacasanstssssssnssssssansssssanrs sssansnnanss
Average amount of each account....
Average t of each d I8 e
Average amount of each withdrawal ..

Cost of management, (items not stated).........euennn.

TaBLE C.—Postal savings depositories, ( Waddell's bill. )— Estimated cost
of management for one year ; number of officers, four thousand ; amount
of deposits, $50,000,000 ; average amount standing to credit of all open
accounts, $100,000,000.

Number. Amount.
800,000 )ovincisisnsissess
Es 1,300,000 |....ceccamaesens
Estimated amount of deposits. .. cesneeeenseaaa]| §50, 000,000 00
Estimated number of withdrawals. B0 000 Lci i macanicsans
Estimated amount of withdrawals ..ceenivneren]ieacrancnennanas 000, 00

Estimated amount standing to eredit of da‘;;(;s;‘i‘t:

OEN; IWEERER - oo onrasoinme s immne a e 100, 000, 000 00
Estimated ber of at each office,

o A T L,
Estimated amount of each account.
Estimated amount of each deposit ......

Estimated amount of each withdrawal. ...._.._..
Percentage of cost of management to balance due
depositors, four-tenths of 1 per cent.

millions of the grand amount of which few can have any ¢ P
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Dr. Ezxpense account. Cr.
Tooffloerent .c...iccerenannss §20, 000 1 per cent. received from
To fuoel, lights, &6......c..... 1, 500 Bxl.‘raa.n'n.rer as interest on
To prin stationery, &o...| 25, 000 nine-tenths of balance due
To FBO clerks, central office...| 180, 000 depositors, (§100,000,000)..] §900, 000
To 35 clerks, Aunditor’s Office.| 46, 000
To clerk hire at post-offices,

one-foarth of 1 per cent..... 125, 000
To miscellaneous items . ...... 6,000 | Balance (one-tenth) of amount|
TOo NSt TEVEDNS «cvvouaneassnns 496, 500 being in transit or reserve.

900, 000 900, D00

Total cost of management is §403,500, or eight-tenths of 1 per cent. on total amount

($50,000,000) of deposits received during the year.

N. B. The number and amount of withdrawals is averaged from
the experience of the British and Canadian systems :
TasLE D.

The sils received in one year, estimated at $50,000,000. These tables
are on the experience of the money-order business; two tables : first
table showing cost of postal-savings business, (under the Robbins bill,)
by the transaction, supposing the whole business to pass through money-
order offices; second table shows percentage of cost of management to each
$1 of deposils received; number of transactions indefinite.

k)
=
75 ¢ | Indefinite amount, by per cent- Eg
Total by tr i A ages on deposits. 2
-
3,333,333 money-orders, averag- Cost per §1 of i money-
ing $15each, (as deposits,) at 8433, 334 orders of T HES ¥
13 CODMM. .occeeesaroanncninns
Extra labor on money-orders Extra labor on money-orders
for Treasury, &c., at 6 cents.. 200, 000 for Treasury ... cccc.oca-uae F
1,333, 333 withdrawals, at 13
L T G B e 173, 333 || Issuing withdrawal orders .507
Extra labor on withdrawals, (as of 1 per cent., and extra cost
above,) at G cents. . ......... 80, 000 of applications for same, .27
Extra cost of applications for of lpercent .cocasccann-ac|
withdrawal at paying offices,
abl oent. . .aaiscmeinananans 13,333
Annual cost of keeping ac- Annual cost of keeping ac-
counts at Treasury, with counts, at Treasury, with
416,667 depositors, at 45 cents Aepositors .o aac . cacce e i
B e e e 187, 500
Total, (27 per cent)...... 1, 087, 500 Total per cent ............ op

In addition to the above, some work at the Treasury will be re-
quired which is not estimated above. The fees on withdrawals to
be paid by depositors, (estimated at $266,667,) and the 4 of 1 per cent.
provided by act of July 14, 1870, ($250,000)=%$516,667, or about half
the expense estimated above.

MEMORANDUM.

In Canada : During the five years ended June 30, 1876, the cost of
management of the postal saviogs business was .652 (§) of 1 per cent.
on the total amount of deposits received, and .450 (less than §) of 1
per cent. on the average balance standing to the credit of depositors.

In Great Britain: During the five years ended December 31, 1576,
the cost of management was 1.22 (uearl({ 1}) per cent. on the deposits,
and .443 (&) of 1 per cent. on balance due depositors.

The difference between the above and the cost of management esti-
mated under the Robbins bill is due to the Empmed use of an expen-
sive double system of money-orders. Let the post-office do this work
in its own way by a cheaper plan.

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF THE MEXICAN WAR.

Mr. BANNING. Iask the Clerk to read the title of the bill on
which I propose to submit some remarks,

The Clerk read as follows:

A bill (H. R. No. 257) granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the
Mexican and other wars therein named.

Mr. BANNING. Mr. Speaker, it is with sincere regret that I feel
compelled by a sense of duty to the aged soldiers of the Mexican war
to take part in a discussion to which the opponents of this measure
have sought to give a sectional coloring.

Sir, I am one of those who believe that sectional feeling should
have died out with the issnes which were buried by the late unfor-
tunate strife. Buft, sir, we cannot close our eyes to the fact that it is
the avowed p of some men, leaders of the opposition, at all
times and on all occasions and in all places to endeavor to rekindle
the flames which well-nigh destroyed our country, by appeals to the
passions and prejudices that naturally held sway during the war, but
which it is the part of patriotism and statesmanship to bury forever
under the ashes of forgiveness and charity.

8ir, it is said by gentlemen on the other side of this Chamber that
a few of these aged men who bore the Stars and Stripes across the
lofty Cordilleras and planted them in victory in the halls of the
Monteznmas ; men who added within a small tion of a thonsand
millions of square miles of territory to our country and of billions of
wealth, a territory that has already produced over one billion of
dollars of the precious metals—they say a few of these old heroes
sympathized with the confederacy, and that therefore this bill should

not pass. Why, Mr. Speaker, this is the argument of agitators and
Bo]it.icians, and not of patriotism. It is true, sir, there are such em-
raced in the provisions of this bill, and I am rejoiced, sir, to say, as
I know can be said in all truth and honesty, that the loyal Mexican
volunteers, many of whom were found in the ranks of the Union
Army from 1861 to 1865, will ever denounce, as they have
done, any bill which proposes to pension them alone, and leave to
Ezverty and hunger their comrades who fongxet. with them at Cerro
rdo, Churubusco, Contreras, Molino del , and Chapultepec,
under the folds of the flag which now waves over this House.

The Mexican Veteran Association of Illinois have proclaimed these
principles in declaring in their petition to Congress :

We cannot ask you to grant a pension unless the bill is broad enough to embrace

who served in the Mexican war and throngh whose service the United States is
the test and richest nation in the civilized world. We desire and hope that
sectional fael%gwﬂl be cast aside in your action on this st

President Washington said in his retirement: . * * Sincerely hoping that
the bonds of our Union may be strengthened by wise and just enactments ours
will indeed be a union of hearts and ds which no foreign foe can break.

The State Legislatures of Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, California, Oregon, and Nevada have also
passed resolutions supporting this measure and these principles.

Mr. Speaker, I hold in my d an official report from the Adju-
tant-General of our Army, which shows the States from which were
enlisted the total force both in the volunteer and regular army for
the Mexican war. In this list I find companies from thirty of the
States of this Union, the then three comparatively small States in
pogulntion of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois contributing one hundred
and seventy-nine out of the seven hundred and eighty-three compa-
nies of volunteers, or nearly one-fifth of the whole.

My own State, sir, contributed sixty-five companies, while every
one of the New f[ingland States, except Vermont, every one of the
Middle States and of the Northwest, furnished companies either to
the volunteer army or to the new ten regiments of lars raised
for the war. Such being the case, it is indeed a marvel why the bill
should be treated as a sectional one, embracing as it does in its
measures of relief the whole country from Maine to California.

But, Mr. Speaker, those who seek to defeat the measure on sec-
tional grounds advance another reason ; and I must confess, for one,
that it comes with bad grace from men belonging to a party which
has drawn hundreds of millions from the Treasury on every pretext
or pretense that the ingenuity ef man or soulless greed of corpora-
tions could invent. They say, forsooth, that we are too poor fo pa
this debt of gratitude; that the veterans of a war which endeg
thirty-two years ago shounld wait a little longer, until the country
becomes more ugmsgamus, before asking for the pittance of §8 per
month which this bill wounld give them in their declining years.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot forbear in this connection to place before
the Honse the record of the two parties on this question of economy
when such argnments are made by those who have always been op-

to retrenchment. Compare, sir, the expenditures of this Gov-
ernment for the years 1875 and 1876, appropriated by a Con
republican in both branches, and the expenditures of 1877 and %878,
appropriated by a Con with a democratic House, and what do
we find? Why, sir, tﬁa actual saving by the democratic House
reached £55,000,000; and, sir, it must be borne in mind in this connee-
tion that had not the democratic House been thwarted at every step
in the line of retrenchment and reform by republican members on
this floor and by the action of a republican Senate the savings in
those two years of a democratic House wounld have reached fifteen
millions more, or an aggregate for two years compared with the two
previous years under republican management of $70,000,000. And,
sir, had the House been aided by the co-operation of the republican
administration the reductions would undoubtedly have been much

ter.

Taking, by the way of further illustrating democratic attempts at
economy, the history of the eleven great appropriation bills for the
snpport of the Government for the fiscal years 1874, 1875 and 1876,
appropriated by a Congress republican in both branches, and com-
parinf them with the bills for the same ;nrpoaes for the fiscal years
1877, 1878 and 1879, appropriated by the Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth
Con in which the gousa was democratic, and we find one long-
continued struggle between democratic economy and republican ex-
travagance. e estimates of the republican administration for the
three years 1877, 1878 and 1579 reach in round numbers the enormous
sum of five hundred and sixty-one millions, while the bills as passed
the democratic House a gated in round numbers four hundred and
seventeen millions, showing an attempted reduction of one hundred
and forty-four millions for three years under the amounts asked for
by the republican administration.

Now, sir, what did the republican S8enate do when these bills were
sent there from the democratic House? Did it join us in our efforts
at economy ? No, sir; it boldly added more than fifty-one millions
to these bills, as sent them from this House, and for days, ay, for
weeks and months, contended to secure these increased extravagant
approiriat.iona. Now, Mr. Speaker, let us go a little further and eom-

are the appropriations of former years with those made since this
ouse became democratic. The s&%rgg&'intions for 1874, 1875, and
1876 were in round numbers $532,000, while those for 1877, 1878,
and 1879, as finally passed,amounted in round numbers to four hun-
dred and forty-three millions, a democratic reduction of $39,000,000
in three years. Or if the bills had become laws in the shape they
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were passed by the democratic House the reduction would have been
one hundred and fourteen millions in three years.

Now, Mr. Speaker, while this democratic House has set its face
as a flint inst extravagant appropriations in every possible shape,
while it has cut off nseless expenditures wherever it could, neverthe-
less it has steadily adhered to its policy of liberal enactments for the
Dbenefit of the nation’s heroes. It has cuf everywhere except into the

pension-roll.

Let us look at that record. In 1877, during the second session of
the Forty-fourth Congress, we a bill for arre of pensions
to the Unionsoldiers of the late war, providing that the pension should
commence from date of death or discharge from service? Did the
republican Senate pass that bill? No, sir. While steadily piling up
extravagant appropriations upon the bills sent them from this House,
adding on to them over seventeen millions ef dollars during that one
session alone, it refused to pass the measure of justice to the wonnded
soldiers, and, sir, upon the ground of economy.

Apgain, during the second session of the present Congress we passed
a bill for the same purpose, and that republican Senate which added
during that session more than fourteen millions to the appropriation
bills that passed this House, refused or neglected to pass it npon the
ground of economy. At last, sir, public opinion has forced it to re-
cede from its opposition to this measure of justice, and within a few
days past it has yielded 2 reluctant assent to the patriotic senti-
ments of the country. But, Mr. Speaker, no sooner had the bill
Reauad the Senate, when the more favored classes of the conntry, un-

r the championship of the Secretary of the Treasury, made the most
earnest efforts to secure its veto by the President, not on the ground
sir, that the measure was wrong, but, sir, on the ground that it would
take too much money to pay these debts, or that it might interfere
with resumption. Luckily, sir, for the poor pensioner, the current of
opinion lmf set so strong In his favor that a republican President
dared not to follow the precedent of his predecessor, who failed to ap-
prove the :&unlizstion of bounty bill, and the widow, the orphan, and
the cripﬁl soldier will soon rejoice in the receipt of back pensions,
which they never would have obtained but for the persistent efforts
of a democratic House.

The democratic House of the Forty-fourth Congress passed at its
first session an act to equalize the bounties of soldiers who served in
the late war for the Union, a measare demanded upon every principle
of justice and equality ; what action did the republican SBenate take
upon this measure? Why, sir, that body which during that session

ded more than nineteen millions of dollars to the appropriation
bills over the amount sent to them by this House refused to do justice
to the Union soldiers, and that, too, sir, upon the ground of economy.

In the Forty-fourth Congress this House passed a bill to repeal the
limitations upon applications by soldiers who had lost their horses in
battle during the late war, and the republican Senate, which during
that Congress added more than thirty-six millions of dollars to the
appropriation bills as they passed this House, refused this small
measure of justice to the Union soldiers on the ground of economy.

And now, sir, when we propose to pension the old Mexican soldiers,
fhirty-two years after the war which secured us a territory as large
and a treasure greater than the whole of the country at iga founda-
tion, we are told that we are too poor to pay the small and annually
deereasing amount uacmarlylf to p? somo seven thousand survivors
the pittance of $3 per month. And, sir, we are told this by men be-
longmig to that very party whose administration have asked in three
feam or $144,000,000 more than we were willing to grant for the use-

ess objects for which it was asked, and who have added millions to
the expenditures of the Government and millions to the taxes which
the consumers of the country are paying for the benefit of the privi-

t comes from men, ir, who are representatives of a party which
has squandered hundreds of millions of our wealth upon rations
and favored classes; which has given away hundreds of millions of
acres of the very land that was bought by the blood and sweat of
these Mexican volunteers. It comes, sir, from a Earty which seems
to regret that our country is again united, and which would forever
stir up sectional hate in order that it may continue to rule the country
through passion and prejudice, and plunder the people nnder the pre-
tense of paternal government. I venture to assert, Mr. 8 ier,
that, had the expense of the Government been confined within the
proper limits iustead of being swelled to the enormous figures that
republican Congresses and Administrations have made them reach,
we would be in position now to do more justice than we have done
or attempted to do the Union soldiers, and with less burden to the tax-
puﬂ;ra than we can promise to-day.

i Sﬁskar, in contradistinction to the attitude taken by the
other side of this House with that of the democratic party on the
question of its treatment of the Union soldiers, I desire to call the
attention of the House to the record we have made.

It mnst be remembered, sir, that immediately folowing the war
an act was passed which provided that—

Persons honorably discharged from the military or naval service of the United
States by reason of disability resulting from wounds or sickness incurred in the
line of duty shall be for appointments to civil offices.

How, sir, was this plain enactment of the law carried out by the
Administration which of all others made the loudest professions of
ionate love for the Union soldiers, and how is it obeyed to-day ¥

Y, sir, there are in my State thousands of Union veterans, as ecap-

able as any man that can be found anywhere in this land, who would
ladly serve in the civil departments of the Government and who
ave refused office, while others, civilians, less competent than
they, have been put in the places that under this law should be filled
by them. I have in my mind at present a wounded veteran of m
own city, accomplished, talented, brave, and competent, who wonl
ladly take the consulship which has been aw to Colonel Mosby,
here is another in my own State whose name will be remembered
for his ant services thronghout the war so long as this country
lasts, who could fill with credit to himself and without detriment to
the Government the position now oceupied by the distingunished
David M. Key in Mr. Hayes’s Cabinet.

I do net say, Mr. Speaker, that he should be put in the Cabinet,
for, sir, he is a democrat, and of too stern stuff to be purchased with
the offer of a Cabinet or a.n{aother position. I merely mention these
instances to show that the law has never been heeded b{ republican
Administrations and that the “loyalty ” of which repnblicans prate
so glibly on the stump and in these Halls means *leyalty” to the
republican party and not “loyalty” to the Union.

ow, Mr. Speaker, so flagrant and open was the violation of this
act that at the last session this House passed an act making it a penal
offense for any person to violate or set at naught any of its provis-
ions. That act is still sleeping in the committee-room of the Senate.

I desire also to call the attention of the House to a short state-
ment of the varions bills on kindred snbjects by the demo-
cratic House and the action taken upon them by arepublican Senate :

An act authorizing the President to appoint James Shields a brig-
aﬁig-é;aneral on the retired list of the Army passed the House April

An act granting a pension of §100 a month to James Shields origi-
nated in the House, and became a law June 18, 1878.

An act making it punishable by a fine not exeeeding £5,000 and by
imprisonment not exoeedintg two years for s.nty rson to willfully vio-
late or set at naught any of the provisions of the law which requires
preference for appointment te civil offices to be given to persons oth-
erwise qualified who have been honorably discharged from the mili-
tary or naval service on account of wounds or other disability passed
the House June 10, 1573,

An act providing that all pensions growing out of the late war shall
commence from the date of death or discharge, and for the payment
of such arrearages, passed the House, 1577, and failed in the Senate.
Phnasedl the House second session of the present Congress and is now
the law.

An act equalizing the bounties of soldiers who served in the late war
for the Union passed the House June 20, 1876, and died in the Senate.

A similar bill, passed by the casting vote of the soldier’s friend, Vice-
President Wilson, failed to meet with the approval of President Grant.

A similar bill has been considered and approved by the Military
Committee, reported to this House, and is now pending upon the pub-
lic Calendar. .

An act increasing the pension of persons who have lost an arm or
leg originated in and passed this House May 23, 15878.

An act increasing the pensions of soldiers and sailors who have
lost both hands, hofh feet, or both eyes, to §72 a month, originated in
the House and became a law June 17, 1876.

An act providing fourteen messengers on the soldiers’ roll at the
House, provided said messengers served in the Union Army, passed
June 19, 1878.

An act providing that the office of pension t shall be filled by
wounded or disabled soldiers, passed April 11, 1878,

An gct protecting pensioners against exorbitant fees passed March

1878,
8’An act providing for pension to ehildren of deceased Union soldiers
after the remarriage of the widow passed the House May 24, 1878.

An act appropriating money to pay the soldiers of the Mexican
war the thr%e months’ pay provided for in the act of 1848 passed Jan-
uary 17, 1570,

An act directing the Secretary of the Interior to place on the pen-
sion-roll surviving soldiers and widows of deceased soldiers of the
war of 1512,

Now, Mr. Speaker, with snch a record as this the demoocratic
House can safely go to the country secure of the approbation of the

atriotic and the just. In the light of such legislation it need not

‘ear the denunciation of agitators who would have us punish in their
old age a few Mexican veterans who possibly may have strayed under
the folds of another flag than that which they carried to vietory in
Mexico. Let us do right, whatever may be said of us, and trust to the
calm judgment of the American people to vindicate our conrse.

If, sir, at this late hour, nearly fourteen years after the close of the
late civil war, a new persecution is to be begun and a new erusade
to be waged against those who were then against us but are now of
us, and as patriotic as any, then, sir, we may indeed despair of the
Republie. For one, sir, I have more confidence in the people of the
North, and do not believe that they will be led away from right and
justice by appeals to passion and prejudice.

In conelusion, Mr. Speaker, 1 appeal to every gentleman upon
this floor to divest himself of partisan feeling in considering this sub-
jeet; and I them to give favorable ear to the voice of some of my
constituents, Mexican veterans, as in the following letter:

CINCINNATI, February 7, 1578,

GENTLEMEX : As there is some probability that the bill granting pensions to the
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survi soldiers of the Mexican mdxy again be brought before the House
s prescnt session, we, the un igned, survivors of that war, most re-
ly ask your kind abd carnest effort in béhalf of the bill, and if possible

wt o repetition of the treatment it received when last
ear
fami

ore the House.

all the signers aro dependent upon their d:ﬂﬂilahor for the snmi’thm

and with scarcely an exception are snffy

tracted while serving their country

George Mason, Com ¥ I, Kentucky
Cavalry, Colonel Kliﬂmli

8. H. Long, Company H, First Obio Vol
unteer Infantry. (

W: L. Donglass, Company K, First Ohio
Volunteer Infantr{.

James Kissick, First Rifles, Ohio Volun-

teers.

Richard Mason, First Ohio Volunteer In-
fantry.

W. C. Hefferman, Company E, First
Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

J. R. Husten, First Ohio 'Volunteer In- Fred

fantry.
Gg;ga Kubn, First Ohio Volunteer In-
ry. *
Captain Phil. Miller, First Ohio Volun-

g from chronie con-

Mexico.

Charles Williams, Fourth Ohio Volun-

teers.
J. D. Holeomb, Fourth Ohio Volunteers.
J. H. Ren-;.ilgn. Fonrth Ohio Volunteers.
Charles Calvert, United States Navy,

frigate Raritan.
Samuel DeKnight, United States Navy,
ship Independence.
William yden, United States Navy,
ship Columbus.
Frederick Rund, Missouri Volunteers.
Henry Laske, Texas Rangers.
e Berger, Maryland Volunteers,

mpany E.
William {Veumiﬂ:. TFirst Dragoons,
Company K.
Robert Smith, First United States Rifies.

Frank Smith, S8econd United States In-
fantll"y‘
Jofhn tr;_:ConneL Fifth United States In-
‘antry.
Christ. Long, Eleventh United States
O e
E. C. Snider, Eleventh United States In-

teer Infantry.
Benjamin Heur, Second Ohio Volunteer

Infantry. .

J. P. Jacobs, Second Ohio Volunteer In.
Mhﬁn

Adam Kappel, Second Ohio Volunteer

Infantry.
R.G. Hgnmld, Third Kentucky, fantry.
William A. Beard, Second Kentucky. 8. C. Btaley, Fifteenth United States In-
Nic Riven , Firat Kentucky.

antry.
A. R. Russell, Fourth Ohio Volunteers,

Lafayette Atkinson, First Indiana.
Company F, Colonel Brough.

W. S, Phipps, Second Pennsylvania.
Mike Baur, Third Ohio Volunteers.
Hons. Mitox Savier and H. B. Basxixe.

COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH MEXICO.

Mr. COLE. Mr, Slienker, the United States to-day stand first among
nationsin commerecial opportunities. The outside world observes them
and comments on our possibilities in terms of unqualified praise. A
former prime minister of England, Gladstone, prophesies that we will
in the future probably wrest from them the commereial primacy. At
the openinF of Parliament in December the present premier, Lord
Beaconsfield, expressed substantially the same sentiment when he
said: “Enterprise in America reacts on that of England. I look for-
ward with much confidence to the influence of American industry and
enterprise shortly producing more favorable results than we can now
estimate.” Lord Derby recently paid us a similar compliment. The
question arises, do we see ourselves as othersdo ? Do we see and appre-
ciate our brilliant opportunities? I fear not, and that polities still
retain the throne while material interests play a minor part. But
there are many present indications that the order will soon be re-
versed, placing busimess before polities. Our distingnished Minister
of State, Secretary Evarts, has more than once pointed out to the
people of this country as a desirable poliey for the future *“ full” for-
eign trade. In a recent after-dinner speech in New York he said:
Sometimes statesmen have had no reson after the dissentions ef civil war
were composed, but to find some new energy, and some new excitement, that wonld
unite the discordant elements and impulses in an advance u a forei ml:?lm{.&
while

pon
but this great and enlightened people know that it is better worth their
make an advance npon the commerce of the world.

My, Evarts himself set.the example by making such an advance
more than a year and a half ago when he sent instructions to the con-
suls and ether official representatives of the United States through-
out the civilized world to examine and report how we could best ex-
tend eur trade. It devolves upon us to give this new commercial
departure every possible support. We, who are sent here to serve the
pe‘R)le, have material as well as political interests to gnard. We
* will fail in our duty if we leave obstacles in the way of commerecial

pro ‘We should rather be the pathfinders of commerce in ad-
vance of the people, and see that all ayenues of trade are kept open
for their unrestrained use and profit. It is my privilﬁe to represent
in this House one of the districts of the commercial mefropolis of
the Mississippi Vallam city with whose interests I have all my life
been identified. Looking from that stand-point I see south and sonth-
west of the great valley the Spanish American nations which con-
stitute a new, open, and all-important field for the exports of our
surplus produncts and manufactures. I believe that to be a favorite
field of the State Department which would make a specialty of Ameri-
-can commerce and build up a continental policy. At least I so inter-
pret some official acts and unofficial rem of the present Secretary.
Those nations, comprising Mexico, Central America; Cuba, S8an
Domingo, and the other West Indies ; Pern, Chili, Veneznela, and the
-other republics of Bouth America, together with the Portn Empire
-of Brazil, have a total po]ilula.tion of over forty million muﬁ: or nearly
the same as that of our thirty-eight States. They are very deficient
in manufactures, and in that respect very dependent upon other na-
tions, They have in the past depended chiefly upon Great Britain,
France, Germany, and Holland for the supply of their varied demands.
But they are to-day seeking more intimate commercial relations with
us, and blind indeed are we to our own interests if we repel their
friendly advances. Of these nations the first in order of distance,
nat Teso and demand for the arts of our civilization to help
<evelop that wealth is Mexico. She should, then, first receive our
-consideration ; self-interest requiresit. Unless we soon occupy more
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foreign fields the fallacious cry of overproduction will necessarily
gain many converts. It is claimed that overproduction has thrown
upon our hands millions of dollars in wares which cannot be disposed
of, and that the products of the farm yield a return so small that the
producer is disconraged, while the manufacturer stores away his sur-
plus product fora fnture market, closes hismills and furnaces entirely,
or runs them upon Imlf or one-third time. But I maintain that the
gcoaper term is underconsamption. Just so hnfh“ there is npon the

of the earth a human being unshod, unclothed, or unfed, a farm
without implements, a mine in need of machinery, a State without
railways, it 1s idle to talk of overproduction. We should continue
to produce and manufacture until the whole world is snpplied with
the necessities and conveniences of life. The question which first
presents itself is, how can we reach these nnoccupied or undersup-
plied foreign fields with our commerce

With Mexico the natural facilities for transportation are twofold—
by land and water—while from the United States to the other states
of Spanish America railways are either impossible or impracticable.
Our southwestern railway lines have advanced from several direc-
tions nearly to the Mexiean border, and there abruptly end before an
imaginary Chinese wall. But it is only imaginary, for every part of
the long dividing line of over fifteen hundred miles is susceptible of
an easy crossing. We have a comprehensive railway system spread
out like net-work all over our t country, while Mexico has but
one short line from the Gulf to her capital on the table-lands. Be-
tween the two systems there is a gap of about one thousand miles,
the country between the City of Mexico and the railways of Texas
K;il_ig as great a stranger to the locomotive-whistle as the interior of

TiCa.

Looking at the other side of the picture, facilities for communica-
tion by water, we find a similar negleet of opportunities. Between
Mexico and the United States is the Gulf of Mexico, a small sea
nearly surrounded by the two republics, the former having seven-
teen hundred and seventy-nine miles of coast line, and tﬁe latter
nearly the same. The distances across this sea from the principal
ports of the one country to those of the other are comparatively
short. While the steamship line from New Orleans to Rio Janeiro,
for the Brazilian trade, is five thousand and seventy miles, that to
Vera Cruz s but about eleven hundred miles. From Galveston to Vera
Cruz the distance is only seven hundred and ninety miles. I do not
make this comparison to disparage trade relations with Brazil, for I
indorse and will actively support that meritorious enterprise. I do
it to show the remarkable advantages we have for commerce with
Mexico. This Gulf, or American Mediterranean, should be as closely
checkered with steamship lines as is the Enropean Mediterranean
for the countries resting upon the former are quite as rich in natural
resources as Italy, France, Greece, Turkey, and Egypt, which border
the latter sea.

New Orleans, Galveston, Mobile, and Vera Cruz shonld be as re-
nowned for commerce as Tyre and Sidon of old or Constantineple
and other Mediterranean poris of to-day. Unfortunately few steam-
ers cross the Gulf. There is but one line from the Mississippi Valley
to Vera Cruz, and that is subsidized only by Mexico. The steamers
of that line make the trip from New Orleans but once in three weeks.
There is but one line from New York to Vera Cruz, with a steamer
every other week. We have, then, no existing railway lines to Mexico,
and almost no facilities for water transportation across the Gulf.
Such an exclusive policy isa marked discredit te American enterprise
unless the quality of the commercial exchanges between the two
countries is undesirable. On the contrary, the nature of that trade
is most desirable and profitable, for each nation is deficient in staple
articles which the other needs. We import each year, chiefly from
Cuba, sugar and molasses to the value of $80,000,000. Mexico has
sugar-producing States which can, when developed, easily supply the
whole of that demand. Our annual imports of coffee amount to over
$5[;h000,000, and if they were double that sum Mexico could supply
it all. ;

In making this assertion I do not rely upon the statistics of Mexi-
cans, who might be considered too enthusiastic over the capabilities
of their native land, but upon the official reports of our consuls, the
writings of Baron Humboldt, and the observations of Englishmen and

Americans who have seen for themselves the wonde fertility of
the sugar and coffee plantations of Mexico. We import each year
tropical and other fruits to the value of $11,000,000. Here again

could Mexico supply an important demand, fer her oranges grow in
such abundance tﬂat. they rot under the trees for want of a foreign
market. We have extensive use for fancy woods, nearly every va-
ri?ltivs of which could be supplied from her forests. We have paper-
mills all over our country which require an immense supply of raw
material. Mexico has a fiber-plant well suited for this use, and it
irows in such Ig)rofuaion that it might easily supply all the mills of
merica and Europe. Her supply of dye-stuffs is simply inexhausti-
ble. Over one hundred million dollars’ worth of cochineal was pro-
duced in the state of Oaxaca alone in a 11)eriod of seventy-five years.
That prolific republic can, in brief, supply all the products which we
import from Cunba, Brazil, and other tropical lan
regards the quality of the supply, and better as convemiences
of transportation, for in the near future there will exist the competi-
tive forces of land and water carriage, which we can never have
with the other nations sonth of ns. .

nally well as
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If, perchance, it should happen that we do not need coffee, sugar,
dye-stuffs, froits, &c., to the gx?;ant of Mexico’s demand for our man-
ufactures, we can take in return an article which she alwayg has in
great abundance and for which we can always find use. Iallude to
silver, which for many years, and I think every year of her long and
varied history, has constituted the chief item of her exports. From
the conquest of Mexico by Cortez in 1521 to the beginning of 1576
she produced §3,262,000,000 in silver, or nearly half of the world’s

oduet during the same period, which was, in round numbers,
g'}-,m,ooo 000. I venture to say no nation upon the face of the earth
ean snppfy a more select, desirable, and profitable class of exports
than these which I have just enumerated.

Now, Mr. 8 er, what can we do for Mexico? We can supply
from the neighboring State of California all the quicksilver which is
80 extensively used in the working of silver. We can supply the farm-
ing implements which are almost unknown to her fertile fields, but so
very essential to an agricultural development. Think of plantations
which can produce three crops a year having none buf wooden plows.
1t is a discredit to them to work with snch primitive tools and a dis-
credit to ns that we do not occupy that open field for the sale of our
unrivaled plows, hoes, shovels, reapers, and other implements. That
whole republic is like a fertile but unstocked farm. It needs a thor-
ough outfit to prepare it for future nsefulness and profit.

e can easily supply the whole of her extensive demand for cotton

, which averaﬁea each year about $10,000,000 in value, and which

now chiefly supplied by land, an’hc, and Germany. A high

American authority on the subject of the cotton industry, Edward
Atkinson, says:

If we could the Mexican coun

with the English and Germans, we could run all the mills of New land on full
time.

toourmemaatomgnt:miﬁyﬁam

We can furnish the most improved mining machinery to develo
her marvelously rich mines which, rudely worked by Spanish an
Mexican miners, have already prodoced more than fifteen times as
much silver as have all the mines of Nevada. Inother words, wecan
supply the keys to unloek her unrivaled and, I may say, inexhaustible
stores of precious metals.

‘We can supply the vast quantities of railway iron and supplies
which the msmningl development of Mexico will require from our foun-
deries, rolling-mills, and machine-shops. We cannot well overesti-
mate the importance of beiudg prepared by friendly intercourse for
the improvement of that industrial opportunity. In proof of that
assertion, Mr. Speaker, I invite yeur attention to a few very signifi-
cant facts. Mexico,withan areaand populationnearly one-fourth ours

—her area being 761,640 m:Luare miles and her population ten million
souls—and without navigable rivers such as supply our great interior

with facilities for transportation, shounld at the present time have at
least one-fourthas many milesof railwayas we. But I find she hasless
than four hundred miles, while we have, in round numbers, eighty
thousand miles.. That rich land which, as we have before remarked,
annually produces nearly half the silver of the whole world has less
than one five-hundredth part of the railways of theworld. Sheshould
even now have twenty thonsand miles of new railway in order to
have facilities for transportation proportionate to those of our own
country.

Bugaym a few of the products, manufactures, and wants which
the one nation can profitably supply the other. They show most
clearly that no two nations on the il;ce of the earth are so well sitn-
ated and fitted to be useful to each other as Mexico and the United
States. The question then arises, to what extent are they serving
each other ? .

The official reports show that we sell Mexico no more than we did
in 1825, just after she had thrown off the Spanish yoke and become
an independent nation. We buy from her a little more than we did
then, but the increase of purchases is far below what it should have
been. The statistics of the exchanges between the two countries is
an interesting study and show conditions which are exceptional in
foreign trade relations. Different conclusicns in regard to the balance
of trade may be reached by including or excluding coin and bullion,
which constitute so large a portion of Mexico’s e s. If we in-
clude coin and bullion we find that from 1857 to 1877, a period of
twenty years, we purchased and used of the products of her soil
$166,000,000 in value, while she used of our products and manufact-
ures but §125,000,000, the balance against us being $41,000,000. If we
exclude coin and b ion, and contrast the imports and exports of
merchandise simply, we find that during the same twenty years we
bought from her $57,000,000 in value, and she of us £120,000,000, the
balance in our favor being $64,000,000. I think the former compari-
son the fairer, and that we should consider the balance of trade to be
against vs, for the gold and silver which Mexico exports is the pro-
duct of her own soil, as are her fruits, coffee, and r. Of the
$166,000,000 representing our imports from Mexico §108,000,000 were
coin and bullion, of which latter sum about §100,000,000 were silver
coim, or her own native silver coined in her own mints.

But this is a trifling interchange of commodities for two t and

oining nations. trouble is a lack of transportation. The
old-fashioned and the pack-mule comprise nearly all of
her facilities in that line, and retard her development and o ot
our best market. She invites us to invest capital in railways and
other internal improvements, and when we do this we will not only

receive large returns npon the capital so employed but swell our ex-
ports to enormous proportions.

A temporary drawback is the ill-advised tariff system between the
two countries, which needs to be remodeled. It is true that some
items, such as agricultural implements, mining and other machinery,.
steam engines and locomotives, and, indeed, very many other articles,
are on her free list, but other commodities are virtually exeluded by
unnecessary and unwise taxation. Happily there seems to be a wide-
spread desire on the part of the two conntries for a ehange in this
respect. That the people of both republics desire more intimate
business relations is evidenced by many events of to-day. The pres-
ence in Mexico of about one hundred of our most enterprising mer-
chants and manufacturers indicates our wish as a {neo e. The en-
thusiastic welcome they are receiving from the people, Eha press, and
the President and cabinet of Mexico proves that they most heartily
reciprocate. In addition to this industrial excursion, and indeed
prior to it, a few merchants of my own city had crossed the border
into Northern Mexico with their wares; a few others had gained a.
foothold as far south as the City of Mexico, and are laying the foun-
dation of what must become a future great trade; still others have
invested in silver mines in-Chihuahua, Durango, and other horder
States; and I feel safe in asserting they are but the forernnners of a
vast industrial army who will soon help the Mexicans develop the
long-hidden treasures of their soil.

Our railway builders have advanced almost to the hitherto unpene-
trated wall, and are ambitious to extend these agencies of material
progress, peace, and good-will across her table-lands. There is now
pending in this House a bill providing for a survey as a precursor to
a railway from the capital of Texas across the border and through
the rich agricultural and mineral States of Chihuahua and Senaloa
to the great harbor of Topolovampo, on the Gulf of California. I
allude to this as it is a pioneer enterprise in the right direction and
will be of great service fo both countries in opening up that unde-
veloped country which all reliable anthorities show to be one of the
richest portions of the earth's surface. A United States consul in
Mexico, in a recent communication, writes:

The Tﬁf"m project is a good one, and if carried out its results will aston.

ish you Thatgga road that, if built, will do more to Christianize and civilize
Mexico than all other projects. '

I look npon this proposed railway as the first connecting link be-
tween two sister republics, and whenever the bill & reached on the
Calendar it will receive my support. I will say the same of all other
well-considered enterprises in a like direction, for the barbarons ex-
elusive policy which would estrange neighboring republies should be
stamped as a relic of the dark

Still further evidence of the popular wish appears in the recent
action of several of our t cities through their chambers of com-
merce, in inviting the distinguished Mexican minister to visit and
address them upon the subject of commerecial relations. Boston, New
York, Newark, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Chicago, have in this man-
ner exchanged friendly compliments with Mexico. Mr. Zamacona
has already accepted an invitation from the chamber of commerce of
my own city, and I trust he will find it convenient to visit the com-
mercial centers all over our great country and see for himself what
we can do for his land in the way of manufactures, to help develop
its natural resources. This accomplished and p ive statesman,
who advocates so ably the cause of ecommerce and the arts of peace,
is rendering invaluable service to two maﬁions, and deserves.
well of each. All honor, I say, to Mr. na, Would that all
nations were as ably mpmm& in their diplomatie service! I trust
the commendable work may continue until our commercial exchanges
with Mexico exceed those with any other nation.

To formulate the growing popular desire of two at republies,
for larger trade with each other, and for more friendly and intimate
intercourse, is the object of the resolution under consideration for a

réciprocity treaty. 1 know of no more important duty which this.
Con before it, and I trust it will neither be omitted nor de-
layed.

CONGRESSIONAL INJUSTICE TO THE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS OF THE
|. PACIFIC COAST.
Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, it has been but little more than a
quarter of a century since the United States acquired a foothold on
the Pacific coast. e now hold all the territory lying between Mex-
ico and the straits of Fuea, over two thousand miles of sea-coast, em-
bracing the finest agricultural lands, the most extensive forosts of
timber, and the richest mines of gold, silver, and other precious metals.
Nowhere on the globe can be found such vast and valuable forests of
timber as exist on the Pacific slope. California, Oregon, and Wash-
ington Territory not only produce the finest lumber in the world, but
for ship—huildin‘f it is unsu.?amed. Visit the great valleys of the
Pacific slope and you will behold the most productive lands ever cul-
tivated by man. You may travel hundreds of miles along the Sac-
ramento, San Joaquin, and Salinas Valleys through one continuous
wheat-field. Th:({Vi.llamett.e Valley, in O: n, and the Walla Walla

Valley, in Washington Territory, are eq & as productive. The
great valley of the Walla Wal.la.ﬂllyi.ng east of the Cascades is capable
of producing more wheat than all the New England States combined..

It produces two and three crops from one so
gixty and seventy bushels of wheat to the acre..

ing as high as.
3 litrs i Klonn In
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capable of sustaining a population of thirty millions of people, while
Orlc;gan and Washington g‘erritory will accommodate a population
equally as great if not exceeding it. In fact, well-informed writers
estimate that the Pacific slope is cag?blo of sustaining a population
of one hundred millions of souls. Nature has blessed these States
and Territories with great navigable water-courses:

First, the Colorado, navigable for hundreds of miles; second, the
San Joaquin, navigable for nearly three hundred miles; third, the
Sacramento and Feather Rivers, draining the Sacramento {?'alley hun-
dreds of miles and C{nm;ing through three hundred miles of continuous
fields of wheat and other cereals. The bay of San Francisco, extend-
ing nearly one hundred miles inland, is surrounded by the richest and
most productive lands in the world. The Willamette and Umpqua
Rivers drain the valleys of Western Oregon, and are both navigable
for steamers of several hundred tons burden. The Columbia divides
Oregon from Washi n Territory and takes its source thousands of
miles from the sea. e Mississippi has been ealled the Father of
Waters, but the Columbia surpasses it in length, depth, and grandeur.
It drains our northwestern possessions and is navigable almost to its
very source, while its tributaries are also navigable for light-dranght
steamers. Puget Sound, which makes up from the straits of Fuca,
Bhaving a shore-line of over two thousand miles, is the most beauntiful
sheet of water on the American continent, and is surronnded by inex-
haustible forests of the most valuable timber and inexhaustible beds
of coal,and rich and fertile lands. The sound is deep and smooth, with
the best harbors for anchorage in the world; and dotted all aronnd
this beautiful inland sea are thriving villages, cities, and towns, filled
with business houses, schools, colle and buildings of art, bearing
the unmistakable evidence of thrift and enterprise. With all that
nature has done for the Pacific slope still there is a something lacking,
a something left for the ingenuity of man. We need, we must have
improvements forour harbors and rivers. It remains forman to remove
sunken rocks in our harbors; to construct locks around the rapids and
falls that are now and then to be found within the rivers; to remove
obstructions which impede the safe and successful navigation of those
rivers ; to construct light-houses along our coast ; to constrnet harbors
of refuge along the coast between San Diego and Puget Sound. Our
commerce demands this. It is said that “trade brought to Nineveh
prosperity, respect, and power.” So it will bring to our western pos-
sessions p rity, respect, and power: bring contentment and hap-
piness to ons of freemen ; open up homes for the millions of peo-
ple who are crowding the great cities of the Eastern States. Do we
require a'BEmgf)iaﬁona for onr rivers ?

First. The Colorado takes its source in the Wind River or Rocky
Mountain Range, winds its wsg:hmugh rich and fertile valleys, fine
grazing lands, and a country abounding in minerals in Arizona Ter-
ritory, for hundreds of miles to the Gulf of California. By irrigation
these lands are well adapted to }mwing cotton, sugar, corn, and other
valuable products. The San Joaquin River in the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, runninﬁnonhwest for nearly four hundred miles through
the rich and fertile valleys of the SBan Joaquin fo the Bay of San
Francisco, affording, with slight outlay for the removal of snags, bars
and other obstructions, every facility for removing the millions o
tons of cereals and agricultum.ltgroducts of the extensive valleys that
lay along its source. The Feather and Sacramento Rivers take their
source in the snow-clad Sierras. The latter draining the Mount Shasta
near the Om%on line, it passes through the full extent of the great
Sacramento nlle%_:rllnd affords shipping facilities for the most pro-
ductive grain and fruit growing region in the world. One may travel
from Reading to the bay of.  San Francisco, over three hundred miles
in length by mearly sixty in width, through one vast wheat-field
without a break or encountering a fence. A liberal outlay wonld
make these rivers navigable all the year round and would afford un-
told advantages to the Btate and country.

The Willamette and Umpqna Rivers drain the rich and fertile val-
leys bearing their mﬁfm“ names—valleys rich and fertile enongh
to form an empire of themselves, teeming with wealth and industry,
only requiring sufficient expenditures to open up these rivers tosuc-
cessful navigation. The E:eat king of North American waters, the
Columbia, drains thousands of miles of fertile and rich mineral lands,
so fertile for agricultural ﬂpu&poses that farmers inform me that they
cangmw wheat at a profit if they get thirty-seven and a half cents
per bushel. But the great falls or cascadesin the Columbia obstruct
navigation and completely shut out the rich valleys of Eastern Ore-
gon and Washington Territory from the coast. e want a sufficient
appropriation to complete the locks now being constructed at The
Cascades, giving free and unlimited facilities ?or shipping the pro-
ducts to markets of Portland and Astoria for rtation. In
addition we want a line of railroad from the Wslla%]a Valley to
Seattle on Puget Sound. This will open up for settlement territory
sufficient to su a population equal to S.m population of all the
New England States, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. We want
light-houses and fog-bells on the sound to enable our mariners to
enter and navigate the inlets and harbors of the sound successfully
in tltl.a foggy weather that sometimes prevailson the North Pacific
coas
. Mr. Speaker, we offer to the young men of the Eastern States great
inducements to go West. We offer to them homes, the wealth and
ha , attending the industrious and frugal business man,
mechanic, and farmer. But without the facilities for transporting

the necessary supplies or products to market there is but little in-
ducement for them to go to these locked-up valleys. It requires but
& small outlay in comparison to the vast wealth to be added to the
coffers of the nation, the great prosperity it will bring to those who
have and will settle in these fertile valleys of the Pacific. Expend
but one-tenth of the amount that yon have nded in the improve-
ment of the rivers and harbors of some of the Atlantic States, and
we will show you the most prosperous country and the happiest peo-
ple in the world.
The Legislature of California has time and again demanded of Con-
ss an appropriation for the improvement of our rivers and har-
ors. Our chambers of commerce, business men, and shippers have
Ee.titioned Congress year after year for appropriations to construct
arbors of refuge and breakwaters along our coasts; still the Com-
mittee on Commerce and Congress deny to us this protection. . Dur-
ing the last few years we have lost four hundred and twenty-six ves-
sels, eight hundred and twenty-eight lives, and nearly $6,000,000 in
property by marine disasters on the North Pacific coast, a good por-
tion of which would have been averted had we a harbor of re I;e
north of San Francisco. I call your attention to an official table,
which speaks for itself:

Marine disasters north of San Francisco from—

No. of
vessels,
Valuo

January 1, 1861, to December 31, 1861
January 1, 1862, to December 31, 1
January 1, 1863, to December 31, 1863...
January 1, 1864, to December 31, 1864. ... cconaeeen

]
P

g
22

B
g
§R228%8

January 1, 1865, to December 31, 1865.......ccccuioaisnansanennes] 30 638,
January 1, 1866, to December 31, 1866. . 20 365,
January 1, 1867, to December 31, 1867. . 20 539,
January 1, 1868, to December 31, 1868. . €Nn 11% 017
January 1, 1869, to December 31, 1869. . 24 188, 859
January 1, 1870, to December 31, 1870. . Pl 182, 016
January 1, 1871, to December 31, 1871 ... cvoceeucimamicnacraanans 39 501, 630
January 1, 1572, to December 31, 1872,. = b1 § 47,950 -
January 1, 1873, to December 31, 1873 20 209, 508
January 1, 1874, to December 31, 1874.. 17 349, 286
January 1, 18735, to December 31, 1875.. 35 476, 22
January 1, 1876, to Deeember 31, 1876.. 4 R 188, 435
Jahuary 1, 1877, to December 31, 1877, cceiciaciincmecniacannanans 19 98, 656
January 1, 1678, to November 1, 1878 oo ccacanmcnicccicviannsan 29 303, 570
G TR e e e e i e S R R R e S e 426 | 5, 699, 128

At the last session of Con I introduced a joint resolution, which
passed both Houses, directing the SBecretary of War to cause a sur-~
vey to be made and report to this Hounse the best and most snitable
point on the North Pacific coast for a harbor of refuge and the prob-
able cost of the same. I here append the report of the Secretary of
War and board of engineers, pages 19 and 20, dated January 11, 1879,

The following are the estimates of cost (gold coin) of breakwaters
as proposed for various harbors of refuge on the Pacific coast, be-
tween San Francisco and the Columbia River:

Drake’s Bay:
For one mile lon,

689,
Y B R el S PSR T [T 7Y P AR Rt 7, 694, 500
C City:

0 e e iy 1, 771, 700
g ey P o P L R T 3, 703, 700
T 5,47, 400

Aidd 10 per cont. for CONtINGENEINS.ccvuscceracnenncacinnnnsnases snan 5’%5‘0
b e e A T (SR oy LA e S 6, 022, 40
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trade and industries have increased each
published in the Herald:

Grand totals of Pacific coast prducts

year since this report was

California product of wheat in 1876, centals, (or forty million bushels) 20, 000, 000
Wheat and flour exports in 1876, centals. .. ... ...ovocienesnnanian.. 11, 500, 000
Wheat and flour exports for twenty years, centals....co.eeueunn.... 84, 150, 000
Lumber imports at this port in 1876, feet........... . 309,159,072
Domestic coals received in seventeen years, to: 3, 436, 388
California wool clip in 1876, pounds........... 56, 551, 060
Product of California wise for 1276, gallons. - 10,000, 000
Tonnage movement of Central Pacific Railroad in 1876, pounds. .... 2,233,047, 250
Freight movement of Southern Pacific Railroad in 1876, pounds..... 477, 794, 000
i ver product of California in 1876, flasks...... 2. . ...l 75, 000
ncrease of im tion in 1576, sonls.... 35, 326
Gold and silver yield in 1876 ...... ....... £95, 000, 000
Gold product of the Pacific coast sinee 134 --= 1,401, 500, 000

Silver product of the States and Territories west of the Missouri
River £lnos 1099, 21 DS el e e T e e oL 800, 000
Combined ﬁn!ﬂ and silver product of the Pacific slope since 1843. ... ., 1, 812, 500, 000
Gold and silver exports in twenty Years.-.....evemeeenean.. .. TO8, T80, 000
Coinage of San Francisco mint in 1876. ... 42, 704, 500
Coinage of mint from 1254 to December 31, 452, 102, 500
Merchandise export, values by sea in 1576.... 31, 315, 000
288 | Mining stock sales, 1876, (San Francisco DOard) ..o s eon e sorrmn s, 295, 765, 475

—_— Agg:ehgma mining-stock sales in the regular sessions of the San
e R e R R e S 3,710, 168 ciseo Msil;cekim OTEADIZAHON D 1860, o onnerens oo 1, 505, 543, 000
. = n savings-banks of California .... .. T 000
I now call your attention to pages 13 and 14 of the same report : Valtis of raarrafactires fn Bai Pranciass b 1o &ﬁm
TRINIDAD HARBOR. of estate in San Francisco in 1876. ... 24, 000, 000
This harbor is in latitude 41° 3, abont two hundred and :;}utticat mﬁ%lm Banking eapital of the State ........e.eeen nee 200, 000, 000

e 8

north-northwest of San Francisco. It is about twenty miles sou

point of the coast between the entrance into San Francisco harbor and the mouth

of the Columbia River. Geographically it is, therefore, well situated for a harbor
between those two places.

£
: 'I?e Head, a bold, pio&rm:i:.a headland, protects a limited anchorage from
en

northwest winds, but the harbor to sout.herz storms. This
hmdl:fnd ﬁmwmmtﬁmm%m ghtgj?eﬁt;% ml:v{nv;m.
Iti etamorphic tone, covered al dred
feell? aboI:a the water with a few feet of earth, which mpporwgl; k growth of

scrub bushes.

The rock here appears to be of better mﬂtythmhmmﬂlijoundalmgthe
coast. Thamthstitisauuhabold,pn;mﬁn headland, with water aronnd
its southern face, shows that it has been lblatgmm the denndagmot the sea,

and would seem to bear out this conclusion.
The chart shows the lines we have selected for the breakwater. If built as we

h indicated they would an available ancho of nearly one square
::ifé’ with good ho{ y _p:otoct.m If a harbor of mf: made here t.heufi t-
house now on Trinidad should be removed to Rock. There would be

several rocks in the northern part of a hatborhelg..‘g'nt they rise high above water.

Thmmmmkmdmgmmn?mhww for the only rocks to be found
lie close in shore, just o thehﬁm:ludlqu, and their tion is well marked by
two high rocks, one of which to the height of eighty feet, the other to the

height of one hundred feet above the water. waa favorably impressed
with the advantages of Trinidad-for a harbor of ; and as it is called u

to “deaiw the point which should in its ’in&gment- selected for sach
between Franeisco and Puget Sound,” the board, with the information now
befors it, gives the preference to Trinidad Harbor.

While I am in favor and urge appropriations for all our rivers and
harbors, I earnestly urge and demand that work be commenced at
Trinidad. It will not only be the means of protecting the commerce
or trade of California, O n, Washington Territory, and Alaska,
but our trade with British Columbia. ini Harbor is only one
hundred and thirty miles from the arc of a great circle between San
Francisco and Yokohama, or Hong-Kong. The records of the custom-
house in San Franciscoshow the import and export trade as follows:

1874, 1875, 1876,
POt = st S e e Yadse $31, 529, 708 782 | §37, 550, 018
g:’ﬂ:ooti eXports. ... S s&ﬁm %ﬁm 31,314, 782
Total -.cooonicuennaneeeeennceens| 50,954,056 § 66,262,863 | 68,873,500

Statement of the number and tonnage of vessels arriving and clearing from
JSoreign ports for the year 1876,

Number. | Tonnage.

Vessels arrived from foreign ports. ..cooo e 631 723, 379
Vessels cleared for foreign ports. ....voecnnciicmniannnaaa. 659 760, TT0
e IR S e 1,200 | 1,484,149

The following were the arrivals for the years 1874, 1875, and 1576:

1874. 1875, 1876,
Number of vessels .oceeevoerncricccaniaans 4,204 4, 350 4, 635
v T R S SO S AR 1,048,841 | 1,548,123 1,703,001

Assuming that the number and tonnage of vessels departing is the

same as that for arriving, we would have a grand total for the year
1876, of — )

Number of vessels arrived and de‘farted .................. 9,270
Tonnage of vessels arrived and departed................ 3, 586, 182

I now append & report which I find in the San Francisco Com-
mercial Herald for 1876. I might append later reports, but this is so
full and complete that I adopt it. However, every branch of our

Taking into consideration our vast resources, our great marine and
commercial interests, should the Government hesitate for a moment
to make the necessary appropriations to commence this great national
work ? I contend that no man worthy to represent a people in
the American Congress can justify his action in denying or longer
delaying the commencement of this great work that will prove a boon
to the commercial and marine interests of eur western ions,
Yet, Mr. Speaker, I find in the bill reported by the Committee on Com-
merce that they have recommended an appropriation for building a
harbor of refuge at Coos Bay, a place not mentioned in the Engineer's
report. Iam in faver of ir}:l?roving this little harbor, if it can be

ed a harbor, but I spurn the idea that it is a place suitable for a
harbor of mfu%e for the protection of the vast commercial interests
of the Pacific States and Territories and foreign trade. I have ex-
amined the bill making appropriations for the improvement of rivers
and harbors. I find that the bill appropriates $5,836,600 for the
thirty-eight States and seven Territories; that the eleven States re
resented on the committee receive nearly two-thirds of the whole
amount appropriated, while the twenty-seven States and seven Ter-
ritories unrepresented on the committee receive but about one-third
of the amount appropriated. Is this fair? Is this justice? I con-
tend that great injustice has been done to the twenty-seven States
and seven Territories. Examine the Treasurer’s report and see the
amount of taxes and revenue collected in those States, and then turn
to Michigan and other States that get the lion’s share of the momey
appropriated under this bill, and the answer will be that t in-
Jjustice has been done those States by the committee in the make-up
of this bill.

One of the most important works on the Pacific coast is the com-

letion of the Wilmington Harbor. The committee appropriates but
512,000 for this important work. My colleague [Mr. Wi1GGINTON
informs me that the excuse of the committee is that the estimate o
the engineer is too low: while trade and commerce demand that
San Luis Obispo Harbor should receive an sipmpristion as the duties
collected there amount to $6,336,314.07, and here the committee makes
a remarkable excuse that the engineer’s estimates are too high. They
cannot give to one because the estimates are too high, and cannot give
to the other becanse the estimates are too low. The great trouble is
that the chairman had never read the engineer’s report. He had not
informed himself as to the wants of the Pacific coast.

Mr. Speaker, we of the far West have been neglected, and are being
neglected. Woe feel that the National Government has neglected us
for more than twenty years; that the harbors of that coast should
be improved in such a manner, by the Government, as to protect the
commerce of its western ions.

I will say that such members of the committee as RoBrRrTs and
Ferrox and REA and KENNA (Briss and Ross were absent) have
stood firm in behalf of justice to the Pacific coast, while the chair-
man and other members of the committee have denied us justice.

California to-day contributes almost as much revenue to the Na-
tional Government as any other State in the Union. San Fraunecisco
stands the third city of the country in respect to the revenue which
it gives to the General Government. We have contributed to the
commerce of the world more than §2,000,000,000. We contribute an-
nually nearly $100,000,000 in gold. We extport probably $50,000,000
of grain. W’l; produce ten million gallons of wine, upon mill-
ions of feet of lnmber, and as much wool as was produced in all the
States of the Union in 1860. So I might go on stating product after

roduct.
R Yet the Committee on Commerce denies us justice. In looking over
this report I find that of the money pro to be expended Mich-

iFan receives §499,000; West Virginia, $198,000; Missouri, §304,000;
exas, £8344,000. Why, sir, the canvas used in t.l’m -sacks in my
district every year would cover the whole State of West Virginia so

that the sunlight and dews of heaven wonld never touch the soil.
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I have represented my State in this Con to the very best of
my ability. I know her wants. I have resided there from my boy-
hood. I have labored here for every measure calculated to advance
the interests and prosperity of my State. I have doneso irrespective
of party. But I sayto yon to-day that my State is dearer to me than

rty organization or party dictation, and that should I be a mem-
B:r of the next Honse—whether I am or not—I shall use my influence
to organize the House in such a manner as to place men like GOODE
and Cox and MORRISON and BLACKBURN and HUNTOXN and MILLS and
others of that class npon committees—men who will do justice to all
parts of our counfry. No man, be he democrat or republican, can ever
receive my vote or the vote of any man hailing from the Pacific coast
if I can prevent it unless he proposes to do justice to the whole United
States. Iam a democrat; but my democracy goes no further than
my State interests when I see men trying to trample down the rights
of the people I represent. .

I contend that California and the Pacific slope have been denied
that representation on committees to which they were entitled. I
contend further that the interests of the whole Pacific slope demand
that we shall select for Speaker of this House some one who will
reorganize the party, who will place the brains of the party—such
men as Cox, M](})Rmsox, and others—upon committees where they
will represent the interests of the whole people and country.

Prior to the present Con we have been represented on one of
the most important committees of this House, the Committee on
. Commerce; but in the composition of the committee at the beginning
of the present Con we were denied representation. The result
is that we of that coast find ourselves’to-day without representa-
tion nupon this most important committee. Let us for amoment ex-
amine the make-up of some of the committees. On the Committee
of Ways and Means the West and Northwest have but two members,
Messrs. GARFIELD and BurcHARD—Dboth republicans. The free-trade
democrats of the great Miasiasi%;i valley have no representation—the
far West gets nothing. On the Committee on Commerce the West
gets three, one democrat and two republicans—the far West gets
nothing, On the Committee on Naval Affairs the West gets two,
one republican and one democrat—the far West gets nothing. On
the Committee on Mining the far West gets one, a republican, al-
though the thousands of laboring-men of the far West are deeply
interested in controlling the mining lands and interests, and prevent-
ing them from falling into the hands of the few. On the Appropria-
tion Committee Pennsylvania gets two members, the West gets two
members, while the old and democrafic statesmen like MoORRISON
and MirLs must take back seats. The whole Northwest given into
the handsof the republicans, DUNNELL and HUBBELL controlling
the appropriations for rivers and harbors; while such democratic
statesmen as Bouck and BRAGG, and the late lamented General Wil-
liams, three of the most talented Representatives on this floor, are

igned to insignificant and unimportant committees.

The great West demands a modification of the high protective
tariff. The farmers and laboring-men of the West demand it. We
can only secure it b{ organizing the House with a presiding officer
who will recognize the fact that we have a conntry west of the Alle-
ghany Mountains.

8ir, v}m must build ap the comn;ﬁrce anii inddu.st;li:gy (1):;1 ogr Ban‘ljl-

. We must give employment to the people and sati e demands
E;gln.bor. Wegtlnust o down'the barrier erected by the repub-
" lican party between capital and labor ; and we must preserve t.hslgub-

lic lands f!::r the people. The republican Congress has issued millions
of money and bends, and millions of broad acres to corporations, but
not a bond, a dollar, or an acre to the poor man. The other day we
could only find twenty-six members who were willing to help the
poor man to secure a home in the far West. “

Sir, the people demand justice; they demand that every dollar
that is issued by the Government, whether it be gold, silver, or paper,
shounld be taken at par by the Government. Let usbuild up our com-
merce with Mexico and the South American States. Itstrade byright
should belong to our people. In conclusion, let us reorganize the
committees, and do as our fathers did, recognize the ever-living
truth, that we are but the representatives—the servants of the peo-
ple ; that we should do their bidding, for he that labors is a sovereign.

FREE COINAGE OF BILVER COIN OF FULL WEIGHT.

Mr. LATHROP. Mr. Speaker, House bill No. 5604 proposes a rad-
ical change in the present statutes, providing for silver coinage. It
provides no new coins, but brings the debased or subsidiary silver
coins back to full weight and makes them, in common with the silver
dollar, a full legal-tender money. The bill also opens the mints to
the coinage of silver money upon substantially the same terms that
the mints are open to the coinage of gold. The purpose is to make
the silver coinage like the gold, one of actual value, and that it shall
pass at what it is worth and be worth what it passes for. Anything
short of this is net in accord with the recognized principle upon
which a metallic currency stands. A metallic currency is meant, in
the dealings between man and man, for payment in value just and
ample. If forced by law as payment at more than its value, some-
body must be wronged. GOIH 1
comm and the real value of any commedity is what it may be
exchanged for in the markets of the world, and not what by force of
law a creditor may be compelled to receive it at.

.
o

and silver are commodities, articles of

Except some recent and comparatively recent statutes relating to

silver coinage the clear policy of this Government has ever heen to
keep its gold and silver coi at substantially the bullion value of
the metals therein. The real force of the bills under consideration,

should it become a law, would be to put back the silver coinage un-
der this general policy of the Government from which the gold coin-
age has never been withdrawn.

The Secretary of the Treasury in his report for 1872 stated the full
modern doetrine of metallic money in these words :

The intrinsic value of a metallic currency should correspond to its com ial
value, or metals should be used for the coinage of tokens, redeemable by the Gov-
er t at their inal value.

The late Director of the Mint, in his report for 1876, in argument
against what Congress has since by an overwhelming majority thought
it wise to do—the restoration of the dollar of 412} grains silver, says:

In modern times there has never been, so far as the Director has been able to

“an inst of a gover t undertaking to establish unlimitod legal-
tender coins at a value above that of the commercial rate of bullion. On the con-
trary, the actual commercial relation of the precious metals a;:tgears in all cases
to have been taken into account in fixing money standard, and the metals valued
in the unlimited tender coinage strictly in conformity therewith, except in a few
instances where a trifling seigniorage had been exacted to cover the cost of coinage.

Mr. Ernest Seyd, in an article upon the injustice of the gold valua-
tion, thus axErcsses the fundamental idea or theory of metallic money
as distingnished from promises to pay money :

The whole theory of money resta u thoe representation by coin of distinct
stages and divisions of value down to the lowest fraction. In convenient arith-
metical proportions it is implied that, say, one hundred pieces of one must make
ten pieces of another, and one piece of a third d tion, and vice versa. The
whole must be divisible into parts with absolute freedom ; hance the parts ought
to be able in their tarn to accumnlate with the same freedom into the whole. Can
this take place unless both the whole and the parts have the same characteristics !

The present statutes of the United States providing for silver coin-
age are in direct conflict with all the settled principles of a metallic
money. The silver dollar is pushed into circulation as an unlimited
legal tender, not at its own commercial value, but at the value of
25.8 grains of standard gold, be that what it may, and the actual
difference is retained as revenue in the Treasury of the United States.
The silver parts of a dollar are pushed info cirenlation to satisfy all
the small trade and balance of a great, active, trading nation; their
legal-tender quality is limited to sums not exceeding $5, but their
actual or commercial value is a heavy percentage below that of the
silver dollar, and the measure of this debasement is also retained in
the Treasury as a part of the nation’s revenue.

The fact that it is the commercial value of the bullion in a coin
that gives the coin its true and actual value is as instinctively in the
mind as the idea of value itself. ment may mystify, but the
fact exists, and will in the end assert itself. That the law may com-
pel a ereditor to accept a coin as and for a value which it has not, is
true. So may the law by its action create such a necessity, as in the
case of the subsidiary coinage, that the pﬁ:&ﬂe, rather than be with-
out any means of exchange in the small affairs of life, will accept
and use it at a price known to be far above its real value. Bnt
the original and rightful law of dealing between man and man re-
mains—that of giving value for value—and every departure there-
from, whether by force or design, can but work wrong and injury.

The false attitnde in which the present legislation p%mes the silver
dollar is exposed in our observation of the last report of the Secretary
of the Treasury:

It cannot be exported except at its commercial value as bullion.

This is substantially a self-evident truth. The same observation
would be just as trune of the gold dollars. When they pass beyond
the limits of the operation of our statute, both pass as they should—
for what they are actunally worth. The gold dollar obeys the same
law among ourselves, but the silver dollar is made to pass at a value
which it has not. If the silver dollar anywhere off from our own
so0il commands a higher price than its bullion value, it is solely be-
cause it may be returned and used to the injury of some home creditor.

The law of 1792 establishing a mint recognized in its fullest foree
the doctrine that the money value of the coin shonld correspond with

the commercial value of the bullion contained in it, and provis-
ions to secure this end were of the most ample character.
The act provided what eoins of gold and silver should be struck,

and the weight and fineness thereof, and that such gold and silver
coins, when struck, should be full legal tender (when of full weight)
at their declared valne, and those of less than full weight at values
proportional to their respective weights. The whole expense of
the erection, maintenance, support, and carrying on the business of
the Mint was made a charge upon the Treasury of the nation, except
an option was given the holder of bullion to pay } per cent.of his
bullion and receive his coin upon delivery rather than wait for coin-
age in turn, and in such cases the § per cent. went toward mint ex-
penses. The Mint was open upon equal terms to every hoider of gold
or silver bullion. It furnished the alloy and struck the coins, and,
when struck, delivered to the owner of the bullion coins containing the
same weight of pure metal as contained in the bullion deposited.
The 1 per cent charged was not for coinage expenses, but as compen-
sation for the use of the money advanced while the coinage was tak-
ing place.

g‘he fourteenth :n.ad fifteenth sections of the act expressed clearly
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the rights of individuals depositing bullion for coinage, and the duty
of the Mint to them. The sections are as follows:

SEC. 14 i enacted, t it shall be lawful for any person or per-
mgﬁolgri:;fob&;t{:lmm 1d m%h?um bullion, inorder to thglr being enf]npgﬂ;
and 1he bullion so brought shall be there assayed and coined as speedily as
may be after the receipt thereof, and that free of expense to the person or persons
by whom the same shall have been brought. And as soon as the said bullion shall
have been coined, the person or by whom the same shall have been deliv-
ered, shallupon demand receive in lieu thereof coins of the same species of bullion
which shall have been so delivered, wv.-iﬁ:;t for weight, of the pure gold or pure
silver therein contained : Provided nevertheless, Thatit shall be at the mutual option
of the party or parties bringing such bullion, and of the direction of the said Mint,
to make an immediate exchange of coins for standard bullion, with a deduction of
guper cent. from the weight of the mﬁld or pure silver contained in the said

Ilion, a8 an indemnification to the t for the time which will necessarily be
required for oointnitha_sald bullion and for the advance which shall have
so made in coins. And itshall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to fur-
nish the sald Mint from time to time, whenever the atate of the Treasury will
admit thereof, with snch sums as may bo necessary for eﬁ‘pcttng;.uha said exchanges,
to be rep! as speedily as may be out of the coins which s have been made
of the bullion for which {he moneys so furnished shall have been exchadged ; and
the said deduction of § per cent. shall constitute a fund toward defraying the ex-
penses of the said Mint. ;

BEC. 15, And be it further enacted, That the bullion which shall be brought as
aforesaid to the Mint to be coined, shall be coined, and the equivalent thereof in
coins rendered, if demanded, in the order in which the said bullion shall have been
brought or delivered, giving priority according to priority of deliveglnnly, and
without preference to any person or persons; and if any preference shall be given
contrary to the direction aforesaid the officer by whom such undune erence shall
be given shall in each case forfeit and E?yﬁl.uoﬂ, to be recovered with costs of suit.
And to the end that it may be known if such preference shall at any time be given,
the assayer or officer to wi the said bullion shall be delivered to be coined shall
Elvota g:eerpm or persons bringing the same a memorandum in writing under

is hand, denoting the weight, fineness, and value thereof, together with the day
and order of its delivery into the Mint,

By this act the Mint was as open to the holder of :\n{l gold or silver
bullion to have it coined into legal-tender money without charge as
were the markets of the world open in which to purchase the bullion.

Under the operation of this statute how could the value of coin
and the commercial value of the bullion materially differ? Any
holder could have his bullion converted into coin without expense
and without limit as to quantity. The debtor had his option to buy
coin or buy bullion and have it converted without charge.

The law exactly accomplished its purpose, weight and fineness con-
sidered ; it made the coins worth their weight in bullion, and bullion
worth its weight in coin. The coin expressed value, nothing more,
nothing less. ing was value for value. To effectnate this ob-
jectof Fublic policy, the nation paid the whole ex :

By the act of 1795, Congress required the depositor of gold or sil-
ver bullion which was belowstandard to ﬁry afixed price for melting
and refining the same. This act left all standard gold and silver
to be coinef withont expense, and was no departure from the polic
@ d in the act of 1792. Bullion was not marketable until its
weight and fineness were established. It in effect required the owner
of bullion to pay for putting it in marketable condition.

The eightesnth section of the act of January 18, 1837, specified ex-
actly what charges should be made against the dafoaitor of gold or
silver bullion for coinage. He was to be ¢ or refining when
the bullion was below standard; for tonghening when the bullion
contained metals which rendered it unfit for coinage ; for copper used
for alloy when the bullion was above standard ; for silver introdnced
into the alloy of gold, and for aagaratiug the gold and silver when
these metals existed together in the bullion; and these charges were
to be fixed by the Director of the Mint with the concurrence of the
Secretary of the Treasury, so as not to exceed in their judgment the
actual expense to the Mint of thelabor and materials employedin such
operations. In all of these acts the plain policy of the law to make
coinage free and preserve the quality of value in coin and bullion
was substantially observed. The only c}mrigea made were for bring-
ing bullion to a standard and for the use of money paid in advance
of coinage.

This policy of the Government to make coinage free both as to gold
and silver, and to make the coins of both metals an unlimited le,
tender, remained intact until the passage of the act of February 21,
1853. By this act the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime
thereafter to be coined were debased in weight, their legal-tender
character reduced to sums not exceeding §5, their free coinage forbid-
den, and the treasurer of the Mint directed to purchase the bullion
therefor, and to “ charge himself with the gain arising from the coin-
age of such bullion into coins of a nominal value exceeding the in-
trinsic value thereof.”

This act left the mints open for the coinage of silver dollars as well
as for the coinage of gold, but in addition to the charges before made
for refining or parting the metals, this act imposed upon the depos-
itor of *bullion a charge of 4 per cent., whether the metal was to be
coined or cast into bars or ingots.

This act first made provision for the owner of gold or silver bull-
ion to deposit the same in the Mint for the purpose of having it cast
into bars or ingots of pure metal or of standard fineness as the owner
might desire; but the act made the charge for coi.uaife and for cast-
ing into such bars or in, identical. e act itself, save as it had
de and ed the parts of a dollar, most forcibly expressed
the fundamental idea of metallic legal-tender money ; 1ts eoin
value and bullion or commoreial value,should be substantially iden-
tical, by making the vamo charge for reducing and stamping the

weight and fineness npon the bullion bars as for striking it into coins.
It is trune that in March, 1853, an act was passed making the charge
for casting gold or silver into bars or ingots, or forming the same into
disks at the Mint, equal to but not exceeding the actual cost of the
ogerstion, including labor, was , use of machinery, materials, &c.
‘Whether this was a relief or burden to bullion, I do not know.

The coinage act of 1873 dropped from the coinage of the country
the silver dollar, which from 1792 until that time had stood upon
the statute-books as the unit of value, and made the gold dollar of
25.8 grains standard the unit of value, and imposed a charge of %
of 1 per cent. for converting standard gold bullion into coin. By
this act silver coin as a full L tender ceased to be struck, and
by the provisions of the Revised Statntes of 1874 gold coins alone be-
came a full legal tender. By the act of January 14, 1875, the small
percentage of 4 of 1percent. charged for converting standard gold
bullion into coin was repealed and the policy again asse of
making the money value of the full legal-tender coin correspond with
the commercial or bullion value of the metal therein.

In respect to its gold coinage this just policy of the Government
has never been materially departed from. :

The act of Febrnary 25, 1878, authorizing the eoinage of the stand-
ard silver dollar and restoring its legal-tender character,is in flagrant
violation of the just principle so uniformly reeognized and adopted
by this Government, and a principle in substance observed by every
commercial and enlightened state. It istrue the Government has not
committed the deception of lessening the weight of its coin, but it
buys the bullion at one price and forces the circnlation of the coin at
quite another value. The difference between the coin value and bull-

on valueof the metal goes into the Treasury as revenue. This differ-
ence makes an annual sum of no mean magnitude upon a coinage of
$2,000,000 per month. Is not somebody wronged, somebody cheated?
The proposition does not admit of argnment. It is an utter violation
of principle and of right. It is force substituted for value—sfiatism
introduced into the metallic currency of the nation. There is neither
excuse nor justification for the restrictive provisions of said act. The
restrictions should be removed, and the coinage of the dollar made
free, placed upon an equal footing with the gold coinage, and to cir-
culate af its actnal value or not at all.

It is true that the present situation of the silver coinage in respect
to the dollar is the result, in a great measure, of the controversy be-
tween the advocates of a single gold standard and the advocates of
the gold and silver standard. The law as it stands neither is nor
ought it to be satisfactory to either class, It neither expresses the
views nor answers the purposes of either . Itis neither relief
nor justice to the debtor, and is a source of uncertainty and peril to
business and to the creditor. It simply expresses the determined
will of the people to have both metals as unlimited legal tender, buf
the law neither realizes nor secures that will. The advocates of the
single gold standard, not able to defeat the restoration of the double .
standard, have still been able to ingraft upon the legislation provis-
ions false in prineiple, and which practically defeat the objects sought
by the restoration of the silver dollar.

The legislation of 1873 and 1874, which in effect introduced the sin-

le gold standard and demonetized silver practically, (except as to
gha %bbssed and de, parts of a dollar,) either from the manner
of its accomplishment or the inattention of the people passed unob-
served and without assent or acquiescence on their part. Metallic
money, great or small, was not then in common use in the business of -
the country. Assoon as the act of demonetization was discovered
the people who were to be affected by this act, and who alone have
the right to dictate policy, with a surprising unanimity declared this
legislation a cheat and a swindle and demanded it should be undone
and siver restored to its time-honored position in the metallic cur-
rency of the country. The delusive act of 1878 is as yet the only re-
s{;:nsa to that demand. If this will of the people as expressed in the
election of 157G is not to be annulled or revised and the single gold
standard adopted, then that will should be respected and silver re-
stored in spirit and in fact to its position in the metallic currency of
the country.

There has no organized party yet arisen so bold as to advocate the
adoption of the single gold standard. Many individnals would pre-
fer it. The owners of promises to pay are interested in scarce and
dear dollars; the massesof the people are not. Abundance of good,
honest money means activity, enterprise, and growth. This they
desire, and with them there has been no sign of wavering or doubt
as to the wisdom of the judgment in favor of the donble standard
and of the seftled policy of the Government from 1792 until 1573.
When the mnkinF silver a part of the full legal-tender money of the
country shall no longer be resisted the laws of trade will soon bring
its coinage into harmony with the settled poliey of the Government.
But so long as the poliey of crowding the silver dollar into the chan-
nels of trade at a fictitious or false value, at a value which it has
not, so long will there be irritation, disputes, and controversies. The
law, in honest dealing, of value for value existed before statutes and
is irrepealable by them. It is one thing to impose a false principle
upon the minor transactions of business and quite another to incor-
porate a like principle as an element or possible element in all the
great and extended transactions of commerce.

The silver dollar cannot be made to enter into the active business
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«of buying and ‘selling upc_bﬁ an eglilﬂ footing with the gold dollar
while in fact it is intrinsically worth only eighty-five cents or ninety
cents of the value of the gold dollar. They are not interchangeable,
nor has it ever been the law or policy of the Government to make its
full legal-tender gold and its full legal-tender. silver coinage inter-
changeable. Prior to the act of 1878 the law aimsly prescribed the
waigﬁ: and fineness of the respective full legal-tender coins, whether
of gold or silver, and left them there to operated nBou by the
fundamental rule of man’s selfishness: that in loans the creditor
would advance the least valuable money, and in anmants the debtor
wonld pay in that which he could obtain with the least expense and
burden fo himself.

Under this rule in payment of debts if both mefals advanced it was
to the creditor’s advantage; if both or either declined in value, it was
the debtor’s gain. Some risks must be taken. This rule was open
and as fair to the one as to theother. It stood as therule of law and
the declared policy of the Government from the establishment of the
Mint in 1792 until the p of the coinage act of 1873, when the
silver dollar was dropped. There is nothing to warrant a belief that
the people will consent to abandon either metal as full legal-tender
money. The general judgment is that both are required for the pros-
perity of society as a whole. What is demanded is that each shall
talke its place in the ecoinage of the country, and the coins pass at their
commercial or intrinsie value, and that the prices of property and of
labor may be allowed to adjust themselves to such real values.

Nor is 1t probable that the weight of the silver dollar as a full le-
gal-tender coin will be cha?ged. In the act establishing the Mint
in 1792 the silver dollar, or **
tain three hundred and seventy-one grains and four-sixteenths of a
grain of pure” silver. Inall the changes of coinage from. that dnlf to
this, this silver dollar has remained intact in the amount of pure silver
contained therein. The amount of alloy has been changed, but al-
loys have never been treated as an element of value in American
coinage. In 1834 the weight of the gold coinage was very materially
reduced. By law from 1792 until 1834 the debt-paying power of a
pound of pure gold was equal to that of fifteen pounds of pure sil-
ver ; but the act of 1834 changed this debi-paying power so as to
make one pound of pure gold equal, substantially, to sixteen pounds
of pure silver. These proportions, as fixed by law, have rarely if at
all exactly corresponded with the market values of the two metals,
and experience has proven that during all this period when metals
have been nsed as money the cheaper of the two has been mainly re-
lied upon, or used to perform the offices of money.

From 1792 until 1834, while the legal relation was as 1of gold to
15 of silver, fifteen pounds of pure silver in market would not buy one
pound of pure gold, and during this period silver was mainly used as
coin; but, from 1534 to 1873, when the dollar was dropped, sixteen
pounds or 15.98 pounds of pure silver in market would buy more than
one pound of pure gold,and so 1&3!{1 became the metal mostly used as
money, except for parts of a dollar, into which silver alone was coined.
But during all this time, from 1792 until 1573, both metals were by the
law treated with equal favor as money, and stood together upon the
statute-book witheﬂjeir respective powers of payment, for the benefit
and security of trade, and for the protection of the debtor against

any ible scarcity or undue advance in the price of either. As
nearly as practicable, during all this period Government performed
upon the legal-tender coins of each metal its theoretical duty; it

fixed by its stamp their weight and fineness, and left them to pass in
the dealings of the f.eogle at what they were worth. While both
gold and silver were w made money, and the weight and fineness
of the dollar of each defined by law, it was clearly the right of the
debtor, publie or private, to pay in either or in both, (in the absence
of express stipulation to the contrary,) as the debtor might find most
convenient.

It is equally clear that it was the right of every debtor, public or
private, to pay and discharge any contract entered into while such
was the law (if without stipulation to the contrary)in dollars of
either gold or silver, as the debtor might find most convenient. The
law itself defined and fixed the obligation of the contract as com-
pletely as if it had been written into the body thereof. These pro-
visions measured the rights of the creditor and the duties of the
debtor. It was not the moral riEht of any authority to change the
terms without the assent of each party. The rights of the debtor
and creditor are equally saered in morals and should be in law. It
is the right of the one to have and the duty of the other to perform
the contract as made. It is unjust legislation, except in cases of
overruling necessity, which impairs the obligations of fair contracts,
and it is equally unjust legislation which imposes new obligations,
or deprives the debtor of any of the substantial advantages of his
contract as made.

In the United States the great debt-contracting era culminated in
1873. Promises to pay, public and private, had been multiplied until
they broke down of their own weight. It is true that in the main
dealings had for years been conducted on promises to pay, at some
time, coined money or money which was value itself, but these prom-
ises were but debts themselves, and referred back to the coinage acts
to fix their obligation when they should be made good.

it,” was provided, and was * to con-.

lation of 1873, no one could or would have doubted the legality or
morality of paying any and emrﬁ;i:ht, ‘Flblic and private, whennot
otherwise stipulated, in silver dollars. The right did attach to every
such contract entered into prior to the act ongebmm-y 12, 15873, and
the right to pay in any full legal-tendersilver before that time struck,
attached as a part of the law to every contract entered into prior to
the adoption of the Revised Statutes in June 1574, when the legal-
tender character was withdrawn from such silver coins.

From the moment it was discovered that silver had practically
been demonetized by the coinage act of 1873 until the passage of the
act of 1878, purporting to restore the silver dollar, the demand from
the people that the silver dollar should be restored to its old position
in the coinage of the country was so general and so continned that
if any creditor, public or private, contracted or claims to have con-
tracted upon the faith of a continuing single gold standard he ex-
hibits a eredulity of a kind scarcely capable of protection. When
we remember in what and for what the bulk of the debt existing in
1873 had been contracted they certainly appear burdensome h
with every advantage left wgich was included in the contract. To
lift them up to coin was no light operation, but artful legislation,
which, from that point, indefinitely added to their burden is with-
out excuse or possible justification. 2 ]

It is trne that the relative bullion value of silver and of gold has
greatly changed since 1873, and this ch. measures the increased
Durden cast upon the American debtor by the legislation of that year.
From this inc burden the debtor can have no relief so long
as silver is by law forced into circulation af the price of gold. What
this increased burden amounts fo it may be impossible to compute,
but certainly the ag%regat.e is enormouns. The bullion value og the
silver dollar is now from .12 to .15 less than that of the gold dollar.
‘Whether this arises from an enhanced value of gold or from the depre-
ciation of silver or partly from both, changes not the resunlt.

The nation now owes more than two billions, every dollar of which
was contracted when both metals were full legal-tender money, and
in every bond therefor issned since the refunding act of 1870 it is
stipulated to be paid in coin of the then standard value.

As the result of the legislation of 12873 and the failure to make the
coinage of silver free, as it stood when the debt was contracted, with
the present relative value pf gold and silver, an additional burden
of more than $250,000,000 is imposed upon the American tax-payer.
In 1870 the indebtedness of the States, counties, towns, and cities, as
shown by the census returns of that year, amounted to near $565,000,000.
This debt certainly did not diminish in the three years of inconsid-
erate debt contracted preceding 1573; and whatever it was in 1873
it is certain that the great bulk of the amount is yet nnpaid. Even
upon the amount existing in 1870 the inereased burden has become
more than $100,000,000. The funded and floating debts of the rail-
roads of the United States are stated at about $2,500,000,000. This
debt must have been mainly contracted while q‘ofd and silver both
were by law full legal-tender money. From 1865 to 1873, both inclu-
sive, the miles of railroad in the United States were increased from
33,908 miles to 70,784 miles. This was the period of extreme high
prices and easiest credits. Since 1573 the rate of building has been
slow and the cost light.

If we estimate that two billions of this was contracted prior-to 1573,
it would not be an overestimate, for the about seven thousand miles
since that time built could not have cost five hundred millions. Then,
upon this class of indebtedness, from the same canse, the increased
burden is more than §250,000,000 more. The railroad indebtedness, if
paid at all, must be paid by those who use the road, the great body
of the pm&nwm of the country; and the burden of this class of in-
debtedness bears uion the producing interests of the country scarcely
less directly than the burden of the national debt. These three items
leave untouched the great mass of corporate and individual debts.
What their huge aggregate is would be at best a matter of vague
conjecture, This is certain, that all classes of indebtedness have been
subjected to the same law of increase of burden, and from the same
cause. It is no more probable that the debtor class will sabmit to
this increased burden than it wounld be just that it should, whether
attempted by an increased weight of the silver dollar or the continued
attempt to force its circulation at the price of

The American debtor is not nsible for the present difference
between the bullion value of gold and silver, nor is the fact of this
difference a reason why the contract should be changed to his preju-
diee or to the benefit of the creditor.

The late Director of the Mint, in his report for the year ending
June 30, 1876, then arguing againsi the demand for the restoration
of the silver dollar and to disprove the intimation that the legislation
of 1873 was in the interest of certain ereditors of the United States,
and to insure payment ef the national debt in gold coin, in speaking
of the change in the relative value of the two metals and the causes
thereof, says:

The change in the relative value of the precious metals is not, however, due
altogether to the depreciation of silver, there miﬂanﬂ* lmwin%bean during the
same period, 1871 to 1876, an appreciation of gold ; but it is slight com with
the depreciation of silver., In making this statement in referen
aware that ne:ll!;lg' all the prominent authoritics in Europe, includin 8 high]g

- o B ;

Had the silver dollar remained a part of the authorized coinage as | Jii¢ligent British commission which recently examined and reported on this sub-
it had existed from 1792, and not been dropped as it was by ﬂ.l:]g&;'ls- 'wa-aci.nrion :f s'i‘wﬁ: "Ihe new gold coirage of E';rmmy, -vhich cmmgen in
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1872, now amounts to more than £337,000,000 in our

has been in progress, Anstria and the N

dard, have each coined gold for the of regulating and conducting for-
eign exchanges, and France has largely increased her stock of that metal. I can-
not but think that the demand for gn!g by these countries and the Scandinavian
s*ates, in whick there has been recently a change to the gold standard, exceeded
the supply avaifable for coinage from the mines of the world, and to a sufficient
extent to produce a slight advance in its value.

The dividing line between the tleR“rel:isﬁon of silver and the a; iation of gold

cannot be accurately determined; but it is very clear that the change in the rela-
tive value of the two metals has been pﬁncipnliy caused by depreciation of silver.
‘The causes which effected this unexampled change were stated and discussed in
my previous reports; but they may be summarized in the order of their importance
in producing the decline as follows: First, the change from the silver to the gold
standard by the Empire and the Scandinavian states ; second, the use of
a forced paper currency in Russia, Austria, and some other countries; third, di-
minisl:eﬁemanﬂ for export to the Indies and China; fourth, the limitation placed
on the coinage of silver by countries of the double standard; fifth and last, in-
creased production of that metal.
Tho af)tmﬂm in the relative value of the two metals shows conclusively that
their exchange or purchasing power is due, in a ter degree, to their nse as
money, than haa heretofore been gi 1y coneeded, and this point must not be lost
sight of in considering their probable fnture relative value.

In these reasons there is not one for which the American debtor is
responsible. It has not been at his instance that the German Em-
pire and Scandinavian states have changed from a silver to a gold
standard, nor that Russia and Austria have resorted to a forced paper
cireunlation, nor that misfortune has overtaken India and China and
limited their ability to boy, nor that other nations have placed a
limit upon silver coinage, nor that the world has been blessed by an
unusual yield of silver. In the above quotation the Director states
that the German Empire, between 1872 and the date of the report,
had produced of her new gold coinage more than $337,000,000, well-
nigh the credited product of all the gold mines of the world during
the time. This oneitem of the new demand for gold and its effects
upon the markets of the world had evidently awakened the atten-
tion of the Director to the logic of modern action, and he adds:

The alteration in the relative valne of the two metals shows conclusively that

their exchange or purchasing power is dueina ter d to their nse as
g:a heretof; H I’;‘r‘:emmul tm!nt must not be

money than e been g ¥ T
lost slvghtot in considering their probable relative value.

There has not been a force by legislation exerted against silver
but what tended with e(}nal 1Sower to enhance the demand for and
consequently the price of gold. That a vast scheme has been formed,
and for t.ht;rgast ten years pushed with wonderful vigor, to abso-
Tutely discard silver as mone:ly throughout the commercial world, no
longer admits of dispute or debate. Iis effects are everywhere visi-
ble in the enhanced power and value of promises to pay and in the
weakened prices of property of every description, and of the labor
en in its production. national debts of the world alone are
estimated to amount tono less than from twenty to twenty-three bill-
ions ef dollars, and they are but a fraction of the whole amount of
indebtedness of the commercial world, to be enhanced in power and
value by discarding silver as money. Is it not possible that the spirit
of human selfishness, operating upon the holders of all these promises
to pay, has inspired the recent effort to discard silver as a part of the
metaﬁm money of the world?

In this country the rninous effects, upon business enterprises and
labor, of violent contraction of circulation are unde , and the
people liave looked with extreme distrust upon every proposition to
contract even promises to pay. But the eme of contraction pro-
posed by the advocates of a single gold standard is all-pervading in
its co uences and d in its proportions. Mr. Seyd, in 1871, es-
timated the amount of gold and silver used for money in the world,
including coin and bullion, at $6,750,000,000, of which he. estimates
§3,500,000,000 are gold, and $3,250,000,000 aresilver. Mr. Fawcett, in
his Handbook of ¥inance, estimates the metallic moneiin the world,
gold, silver, and base metal, at $9,400,000,000, of which he estimates
twenty-seven hundred millions as [Fold, and sixty-seven hundred
millions as silver and base metal, and of this he estimates one-lenth,
gix hundred and seventy millions as base metals, leaving for silver
£6,030,000,000. These cstimates greatly differ, and especially as to
silver, and each may be verfy far from the truth; aecuracy is not
even claimed. In speaking of the quantities of silver and golg, Adam
Smith says:

When we compare the precious metals with one ano‘her silver is a cheap and
ggloia dear commodity. e ought naturally to expect, therefore, that there
should always be in the market, not only a greater quantity but a greater valne of
silver than of gold.

Make the most favorable assumption, and yet the fact remains, that
the proposition to demonetize silver is to deprive the world of well-
nigh one-half of all its actual money, and to deprive it of a half
or more than half of its possible future supply of actual money.
‘What the resnlt of the full execution of the project wonld be it is
not necessary to conjecture. Possibly states organized npon an aris-
tocratic basis, and where the preservation of rank in society is the
primary object, might submit, but in aGovernment organized as this
is, where equality of right and of epportunity is the fundamental
rule, such an injustice cannot long be maintained.

The United States silver eommission, in its report, page 107, adopts
the estimate of £5,000,000, or $25,000,000 as the annual consumption
of gold in Great Britain alone. For the United States in 1873 the
estimate of the annual consumption of gold for jewelry, gold-leaf,
and in the arts was $10,000,000. Mr. Fawcett, in his Handbook of

Finance,adopts the following table as the “assumed ahnual consump-
tion of gold in the arts, by the loss and abrasion of coins, and by the
loss, wear, and accumulation of jewelry:”

Year. Amount. | Year. | Amount.
]

T e s p e e A mom.ouu;|1351 ....................... £55, 000, 000

23, 500, 000 || 1 50, 000, 008

26, 000, 000 || 1 63, 000, 000

26, 500, 000 | 67, 000, V0O

«| 27,000, 000 71, 000, 000

.| 27, 500, 000 74, 000, 000-

«| 28, 000, 000 T3, 000, 000

23, 500, 000 || £1, 000, 000

20. 500,000 50, 000. 000

; 000

30, 000, 000 92, 000, 000-

32, 000, 000 93, 080, 000:

34, 000, 000 07, 000, 000

37, 000, 000 101, 000, 000-

40, 000, 000 || 105, 000, 000

43, 000, 000 109, 000, 000

47, 000, 000 110, 090, 000

51, 000, 000 llﬂ"N srersmssmsasrasnseessss| 108, 000, 000

The following table of the world’s estimated annual produection of
gold and silver since 1852, from the Journal des Economiste, seems to
be as much relied npon as any :

Estimated product.
Years. T e

Gold. Silver. Total.
$182, 500, 000 §40, 500, 000 | $223, COO, 0G0
155, 000, 000 40,500,000 | 195, 500, 000
127, 000, 000 40, 500, 000 167, 500, 000
135, 000, 000 40,500,000 | 175, 500, 000
147, 500, 000 40, 500, 000 188, 000, 000
133, 000, 000 40, 500, 000 173, 500, 000
124, 500, 000 40, 500, 000 165, 000, 000
124, 500, 000 40, 500, 000 165, 060, 000
119, 000, 000 40,500,000 | 159, 500, 000
114, 000, 000 42, 500, 000 156, 500, 000
107, 500, 000 45, 000, 000 152, 500, 600
167, 000, 000 49,000,000 | 156, 000, 000
113, 000, 000 51, 500, 000 164, 300, 000
120, 000, 000 52, 000, 000 172, 000, 000

121,000, 000 50, 500, 000 171, 500,
116, 000, 000 54,000,000 | 170, 000, 000
120, 000, 000 50, 000, 000 170, 000, 000
000, 000 47, 500, 000 168, 500, 000
000, 000 51, 500, 000 167, 500, 000
500, 000 61,000,000 | 177, 500, 000
500, 008 63, 000, 000 166, 500, 080
70, 800, 000 173, 500, 000
71,500,000 | 162, 000, 000

62, 000, 000 159, 500,
1, 187, 500, 000 | 4, 100, 500, 000

If there is any reliance to be placed upon these estimates of the
recent annual production and consumption of gold, then we are con-
fronted with the fact that the annunal consumption for pu other
than use as money already equals or exceeds the total gold supply,
so that additions to the stock of gold money can onl %e obtained
when the pressure for money shall overcome tha selfish desire or
ability for ornamentation and use in the arts.

These statistics also show that gld production has steadily declined
from more than $180,000,000 in 1852 to less than $100,000,000 in 1875,
and that the production of both gold and silver has diminished so
that the quantity annually produced in 1875, and for a few years pre-
ceding, was many million dollars per year below the annunal pro-
duction in 1852 and for several succeeding years,

Since the discovery of the California and Australian gold mines
and the great increase in the stock of the precious mefals following
the discovery, it has been a period of unexampled activity in every
department of business. Production and consumption have assumed

roportions not known before. Whether this increased volume of

usiness and traffic between man and man and people and people is
rightly estimated at double or fourfold what it was befere, the one
fact remains: that money in some form is the medinm through which
the exchanges are effected and the balances satisfied, and that for the
economical transaction of the business the medinm must bear some
just proportion to the volume of business to be transacted.

Unless new and unexpected deposits should be discovered, gold is
already out of the question to meef the requirements of even the
present volume of business, and had not our people already deter-
mined that silver should be maintained permanently as a part of
their legal-tender metallic money, it is evident that that determina-
tion could not be long delayed. What is needed and required now is
to bring the silver coinage into harmony with the general policy of
this Government and of all modern commercial states in respect to
their full legal-tender coins.

We have jnst passed through a canvass and election in which the
question of fiat money, or money of force, as distingnished from a
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money of value has been submitted. The people have declared against
the scheme. A money pf value, true honest value, is what they ex-
pect and demand. i

Yet the whole silver coinage of the country is in direct conflict
with this judgment of the people—in conflict with the general policy
of the Government from its foundation, and in conflict with the gen-
eral policy of every modern commercial state. The silver dollar and
parts of a dollar purport to be & coinage of full value. The coin by
law is neither redeemable nor exchangeable. Itp rts to be value
itself, and the law compels its receipt in payment of debts—the dol-
lar in unlimited amounts, and the parts of a dollar when the sum
does not exceed $5. The cireulation, so far as law can accomplish, is
now forced at the price of gold, and not exchanged in trade at its
valne, The silver dollar is now worth as silver about .85 of the
value of the gold dollar, and the subsidiary silver some .07 less. To
accomplish this result, Government buys fhe bullion, restricts the
coinage, and forces the circulation. The profif between the actual
value of the metal and the price at which 1ts circulation is forced is
retained in the Treasury as revenue. In the matter of the parts of
a dollar, the Government in effect says to the people, “ take this de-
based coin and use it, or go without money in all the infinite small
dealings of a people.” The Government undertakes to gauge the issue
by the pressure ef necessity on the part of the people. The basis is,
to create a pressure or demand for small money to transact and adjust
the small of business, which shall be equal to more than 20 per
cent. of the actual value.

We experience the result in the change we daily use. That it is a
cheat and a swindle is confessed and proclaimed in the provision of
law that it shall only be forced between man and man in sums not
exceeding §5. If men can deal in sums exceeding $5 at a time, by
law they are saved from this imposition. It can be forced npon the
laborer for his day’s wages, but with it he can neither pay for a cow
nor a coat. If the use of this debased coin is just, and works no in-
jury in the transaction in which it may be used, then no one can
deny that it wonld be just, and work no injury if introduced by law
into every transaction of business, and great. Reduced to
words, this debased coinage is forced upon the people with the assu-
rance that you can cheat as much as you are cheated. Can cheating
be so reduced to system by law as to work no injury, and le the
equivalent of honest dealing? If so, then this silver coinage can be
justified ; but if not, then in behalf of public morals the abuse should
be corrected and we return to the acknowledged rule of dealing—
value for value.

It is a fundamental rule of any honest system of legal-tender coin-
age that it shall be left to the laws of trade to determine what the
amount of that coinage shall be, that it may be just so much as
under all the cirenmstances and conditions of a people they find it
profitable to retain and use of actual value in the form of coined

" money. To foree this circulation at a fictitious value, Government

constitutes itself an absolute monopoly and dictates to the last dollar
how much of the coinage may enter into the channels of commerce,
and attempts to dictate at what price it shall be given and taken.
This monopoly is to repress the lawsof trade, not create them. I is
beyond legislative power to prescribe the laws of trade, but unwise
statutes may fetter and embarrass their operation. The Secretary
of the Treasury, in his last report, inspeaking of this silver coinage,
SAys:

‘Experience, not only in this country but in European countries, has established

that a amount of silver coin may be maintained in circulation at par with
gold thongh of less intrinsic bullion value.

And how? Simply by suppressing the laws of trade, and as far as
monopoly power can be stretched, substituting it therefor. Values
are real ; and upon no other theory can the lesser be made equal to the
greater in the common dealings of mankind. So with equal truth
might it be affirmed that in the experience of some European coun-
tries a debased, under-weighted coinage has been made to satisfy the
demands for a full-weighted coinage. The acts were erimes when
committed, and have been adjnd so from that day to this.

The Secre of the Treasury reports the revenne derived from this
seigniorage and forced circulation of silver coin, for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1878, at $1,600,762.33, and the estimated profit from this
source for the year 1579 at sl,SO0,0éo, and for the year1530 at $1,600,000.
This is not a tax in any proper sense, but is the measure of the despo-
liatien inflicted in the first changing hands of this debased coinage,
and is there started upon its engi-:ss round of falsehood and wrong,
withont remedy, except the power of the cheated to cheat.

The resistance to the receipt of the silver dollar at its false value
is but the inherent judgment of man against wrong, in whatever form
presented. It is at war with right and with pulﬁiu policy, and the
Secretary of the Treasury but recognizes the force of the inherent
law of value when he says, “as they,” the dollars, *increase in num-
ber they will fall to their value as bullion.” When that point is
reached, then they will be money true and honest.

If there was ever any reason for the debased coinage of the parts of
the dollar, that reason long since ceased to exist ; and with the reason
should have ceased the law. The small transactions of a community
are the field out of which all the larger transactions are gathered.

It is the small transactions that most demand fostering care and
encouragement. They fill the channels of commerce as springs fill

the banks of the river. The law of value as surely asserts itself in
the small dealings of life asin the large ones. Good policy requires
that equal or greater care should be taken to leave free and unob-
structed the laws of fair and just dealing in the small as in the larger
transactions of life. This is certainly not done by thelaw as it now
stands, except the silver dollar which is also a violation of every rmle
of right. Every transaction of $5 and npward is left under the rule
of value for value, and that in a coinage and limited only by the
demands of business for it. The small transactions are compressed
to the use of so many dollars as the Government finds can be sup-
ported at some highly fictitious value. Freedom,so necessary to the
growth of trade, is forbidden in all small dealings. Who knows or
can estimate the amount of money of actual valne that forty-five mill-
ions of busy, active people would find it profitable to employ in all
the minor transactions of life? Why should the poor in fact be con-
demned to a debased money from which their more fortunate neigh-
Dors are relieved? And why should a whole le be condemned to
hold and use £50,000,000 or more of money which is always present,
and yet absolutely worthless as money in even the ordinary transac-
tions of business.

If the dollar is good enough to pay debts with, great and small,
then certainly the full-weighted fractions of a dollar would be good
enongh for the same purpose. The,‘vrgnrport to be value, circulate as
value, and without redemption. @ minor coins, five cents and
nnder, are redeemable in lawful money. They are promises to pay
in fact, and while the Government pays gold for its notes are as good

as gold.

Igt. is not now an open question whether we will have gold alone as
legal-tender metallic money. That question has been passed upon.
The decision is that both silver and gold shall be nsed as full legal-
tender money, Upon this assumption our silver coinage legislation
should be made to conform to principle and public policy. At present

it is a flagrant violation of both. Place silver, the dollar and parts
of a dollar, back to the position it occupied in the coinage acts prior
to 1853, (and, as mspectl;n the dollar, prior to the act of 1873,) with

coinage as free as that of gold, and if they cireulate at all, let them
circulate at their intrinsic orcommercial value. We have long enough
had poor money for the poor and good money for the better circum-
stanced. Let us have one rule for all:

It is objected to the free coinage of silver that the effect would be
to drive gold from circulation and from the country, because of its
superior value as coin, and compel the use of an exclusive silver coin-
age. Possibly at the present market rate of the metals that might
be the tendency, but would even that furnish a justification of a false
system? Woe shonld then deal in real values and be freed from the
enforced imposition of false estimates. Silver is a commodity of in-
trinsic value, as well as gold. A given value of silver is every way
as desirable as the like value of gold. The object of business is the
acquisition of real value in some form; in what it ap is a mat-
ter of minor importance. No one need fear that the owner of gold
will part with it without the receipt of its worth in something in
;eturnl.d Of late we seem to have been seized with a peculiar fancy

or .

It‘.g:uuy be real, and it may be stimulated to some extent by some
purpose not usnallyavowed. Whether real or nnreal, it can constitute
no sufficient reason for attempting to introduce, or continuing in our
commercial dealings the radically false principle of forcing money at
o fictitious value, nor can it furnish any just reason why the Ameri-
can debtor shonld have foreed u%on him the extra burden of a bill-
ion or a billion and a half of debt, beyond the fair terms of his con-
tract. 'To adhere to principle issafe; to depart from it is peril. Gold
is a commodity ; has its value and its uses; but we can neither eat
nor wear if. As a people we have ever sold the great bulk of what
gold our mines have produced, and better by far that the process
should continue than that in our commercial dealings the rule of
value for value should be systematically violated.

SALE OF INTOXICANTS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. MONROE. Mr. Speaker, I avail mysell of the few moments
allowed me to explain the provisions of House bill No. 5813, which is
entitled “A bill to provide inst the evils resulting from the eale
of intoxicating drinks in the District of Colnmbia.” The whole bill
reads as follows:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Statez of
America in Congress assembled, That it shall be unlawful for any person, by agent
or otherwise, to buy for, or sell or furnish to, any minor in the Distriet of Colum-
bia any distilled or fermented liguors or other intoxicating drinks, unless upon the
written order of the parents, i or family physician of said minor.

SEC. 2. It shall be unlawful for any person, h{umnt or otherwise, to sell any
distilled or fermented liquors, or other intoxicating drinks, within the District of
g.‘«olumbin. to any person who is intoxicated, or who is in the habit of getting intox-

Sec, 3. Every person who shall violate the provisions of either of the foregoing
sections of this act shall, npon conviction thereof, a fine of not more than $100,
or be imprisoned in the jail of the District of Columbia for a period of not more
than thirty days, or both, at the discretion of the court.

Sec. 4. If any member of the police foree, or if any two or more householders,
shall report in writing, under his or their signature, to the major of police, that
there are good grounds, stating the same, for believing that any room, house, or
premises within the Distriet of Columbia is kept and nsed for the sale of distilled
or fermented liquors, or other intoxicating drin eontx::‘_’ly to law, it shall be law-
ful for the mlﬁor of police, by his written order, to authorize any member or mem-
bers of the police force to enter such room, honse, or premises, and arrest all persons
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there found offending against law, and seize all such distilled or fermented liquors,
or other into: drinks, and convey the persons so arrested before the police
court, and the dist or fermented liquors, or other into:dcaﬁniidrinku. 80 seized,
to the office of the shall be ted

for said alleged viol wﬁ }fg‘m ' s‘:tc]])-‘ont ornvition. theraot, ahall b punished
therefor as the law direets; and said liqnors or drinks shall be destroyed, and said
room, house, or premises shall be closed by said major of police,

Sec. 5. Whenever the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, or a majority
of them, shall be eonvinced that any person to whom a license may have been or
shall be issued for the sale of inqﬁuﬁiﬁdﬂnks is impn:tn]mrly nsing the same, or
is keeping a disorderly house, or is an it person to continne the sale of such in-
toxicating drinks, they shall withdraw their approval of the license of snch person,
and revoke the same, and immediately canse & notice of such withdrawal or revo-
.cation to be given to such person, who thereafter shall be subject to the ﬁoﬂdm
of ihis act and to the fines and penalties for the illegal sale of intoxicating drinks
now in force in said Distriet, or which may hereafter be in force therein, as if no
Yicense had been jssued to suchoﬁoemn. i

Sgc. 6. The Commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby authorized
and empowered, in any case where, in their judgment, the public peace and safety
may demand it, as in’ cases of riot or other like circumstances, to issne an order
closing all fglam where intoxicating drinks are sold, and prohibiting the sale of
the same, for such length of time as they may deem necessary; and it is hereby
made the duty of the major of police to canse snch order tobe executed. Any per-
son who shall sell intoxicating drinks in violation of the provisions of this section
shall, u convietion thereof, be fined in any sum not exceeding $200, or be im-

ﬁ.meg‘g the jail of the District of Columbia for a period of not more than sixty
¥s, or both, at the discretion of the court.

I do not propose to enlarge, on this occasion, npon the evils of in-
tempermeert To do so, wonld hardly be treating with the respect
which it deserves the intelligence of this House, The terrible o
acter and vast extent of these evils are universally acknowledged.
All classes admit that a ln.;%o portion of the poverty, disease, and
crime of our country, and of the world, is due to this canse. The
pulpit, the bench, the bar, the medical profession, and the teachers
of youth, unite in voices of warning upon this subject. There is no
civilized eountry which has not attempted to provide by law, in some
degree, against the evils of intemperance. Any extended review of
these e has been made unnecessary by the thorough and exhaust-
ive treatment which the subjeet has received in speeches addressed
to this House during the last and the present Congress by the able
Representative from New Hampshire, [gd.r Bram.]

1t is no doubt true that we can attain only approximate accuracy
in the statistics of erime and misery which the traffie in alcoholic
beverages furnishes us, but we all know that the ealamity is so great
that it would be difficult to find any statistics that could accurately
measure it, or any i ination, should such statistics be reached, that
could fully embrace their meaning. The quality of our statistics,
however, will be greatly improved whenever the House will consent
to pass the Senate bill “to provide for a commission on the subject
of the aleoholie liquor e ”—a good work which I hope we shall
accomplish before the close of the session. Such a commission could
not do everything, but it could do much. It conld extend the bounds
of accurate knowledge in regard to our monster evil, and, so far as it
should go, would give us a body of facts which would be authorita-
tive anﬁowhioh could not be attributed to party prejudice or to the
extravagance of high-wrought feeling.

Unhappily the District of Columbia is not free from the calamity
which aftlicts other portions of the country. The evil exists here in
such proportions as to challenge attention and demand legislative
remedies. In saying this I do not at all express approval of state-
ments which have sometimes been published that Washington is
among the most disorderly, intemperate, and immoral cities of the
Union. On the contrary, I believe that the opposite of this is true.
T am convinced that the relative character of this eity for sobriety
and good order is very high. But, while Washington may justly
claim this relative merit, the evils resulting from the sale of intoxi-
cating drinks in this District are absolutely very great.. As intro-
ducing us at once to some knO\vle(]%e of the extent of these evils, I
present to the House a letter which I have recently received from the
excellent superintendent of poliee, who has devoted. himself to the
cause of good order and sound morals in this metropolis with un-
usual courage and earnestness:

DEPARTMENT OF METHOPOLITAY POLICE,
OFFICE OF MAJOR AXD SUPERINTESDENT, 202 FOUR-AXD-A-HALF STREET,
Washington, D. 0., January 27, 1879,
8ir: Having reference to our conversation relative to the contemplated bill in
regard to the sale of intoxicating drinks in the Distriet of Columbia, I have the
honor to inclose a copy of the last report of the operations of this department

the ending September 30, 1878, from which may be gleaned items of servicein
urging the necessitlw)r for a change in the e:dstlnilnw.
t is safe to :fay that seven-tenths of all arrests made are due directly to the im-
derate use of intoxicant

There are at present u&mml of five hundred licensed bar-rooms in the District,
and it is estimated that there ave at least three hundred additional places where
i is sold contrary to law. ‘ v

Vishing you success in your efforts to diminish erime and aid the cause of good

; very respectfully,

k88, et g THOMAS P. MORGAN,
Aajor and Superintendent Metropolitan Police,

Hon. JAMES MONROE, M. C., |

House of Representatives.

If any apology were needed for introdueing into this Hous a bill to
protect the people from the evils of intemperance, eertainly an ample
one would bé found in the fact that seven-tenths of all the arrests
made in the very city where we assemble are due to this cause. But
what aro the number and character of these arrests? A satisfactory

answer to this question may be found in the following summary of
taken from the report of the operations of the police depart-

ment for the last year, furnished me by the superintendent :
SUMMARY OF ARRESTS.
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The fact which first fixes attention, in this summary, is the num-
ber of arrests, 12,333 ; seven-tenths of which, or 8,633, according to
the safe estimate of the superintendent, were due to the immoderate
use of intoxicants. Other painful facts are disclosed. Nearly one-
half of the arrests, or 5,315, were of native white persons, The of-
fenses n?inat the person are 8,798, or nearly three-fourths of the
whole. Two thousand seven hundred and sixty persons arrested—
almost one-fourth of the whole number—were {etwsen the ages of
ten and twenty, mere boys and girls. Keeping these deplorable facts
in mind, and remembering in how large degree they were produced
by intoxieating drinks, intoxicating drinks furnished by eight hun-
dred htiﬁplin%houma, three hundred of which exist in defiance of law,
we s see how little excuse there can be for apathy nupon the sub-
ject in this House, to which, with the other branch of Congress, has .

iven by the Constitution power “to exercise exclusive legis-
lation” over the District of Columbia. Facts like these have made
me feel that I could not justify myself in remaining quiet in my
place without attempting to secure the passage of some bill like that
which I have introduoced.

The regard which we feel for the virtue, intelligence, and happiness
of the people, the desire to promote the general welfare which is, no
doubt, sincerely felt and is often expressed upon this floor, the v
pride which we takein this capital of our common country, shoul
prompt us to adopt some form of remedial legislation.

Some law to provide against the evils of intemperance in this Dis-
trict is demanded, not only by the sense of duty but by the best public
opinion. Early in the present session I had conferences upon this
subject with the District commissioners, the major of police, clergy-
men, business men, and other prominent citizens, all of whom I found
deepl{:nterested in this question of good order and public morals.
At & later period a petition was intrusted to me, signed by the ac-
credited representatives of fifty-three temperance organizations, sec-
ular and religious, representing more than six thousand members—
a petition which I %msented to this House, and had referred to the
Committee for the District of Columbia. In compliance with the
earnestly expressed wish of these petitioners, and in accord with the
judgment of many intelligent citizens, I offered to the House the bill
which has been read. No bill could be more reasonable and moder-
ate and retain any considerable degree of efficiency.

Its provisions will require little explanation. Sections 1 and 2
make 1t a criminal offense to sell intoxicating drinks to minors or to
persons intoxicated or in the habit of becoming intoxicated. I will
venture to say that no member of this House will object to these
provisions. No sane man will contend that intoxicating liquors
should be sold to either of these classes. Sections substantially like
these have long formed a part of our Ohio law, where they have pro-
dunced excellent results in protecting those who are least able to pro-
tect themselves. Section :?pmvidea suitable penalties for the viola-
tion of the provisions of sections 1 and 2.

The object of section 4 is to break up those places where intoxicat-
ing liguors are sold contrary to law. These places defraud the reve-
nue, demoralize onr youth, and promote lawlessness and disorder gen-
erally. To the evils of dram-selling they add the moral degradation
which comes from concealment, evasion of the law, and attempts to
ascape the police. Heretofore the right of the police, under the law,
to enter these places for the purposes of exposure and prosecution has
not been clear. This section, properly enough, {Wea the same right
to the police to enter houses of this kind that they already have to
enter gambling-houses or places where lottery tickets are sold. It
treats the implements of the trade in these unlawfal drinking-houses
as affording prima facie evidence, as in the case of burglar’s tools and
the furniture of gambling-houses, that an urlawful business is carried
on.

Under this section the major of police is authorized to send mem-
bers of his force to enter all premises where intexicating drinks are
sold contrary to law, to arrest all persons en, in the unlawful
traffic and bring them before the police court, and to seize the intoxi-
cating liqnors and convey them to the office of the major of police.
The persons so arrested are to be prosecuted and, upon conviction,
to be punished, and the liquors seized are to be destroyed and the
premises to be closed. This is a thorongh process, but it is necesuri
to accomplish the object, and I do not see that any well-fonnde
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objection can be inst it. No reason can be given for mak-
ing this mode of w lawful in case of gambling-houses and
otﬁer like places that are kept in defiance of law which does not
‘equally apply to places where liquors are sold.

Section b authorizes the commissioners of the District to revoke
and withdraw licenses from all persons who keep disorderly houses
or show themselves unfit Eﬁersons to continue the sale of intoxicating
drinks. It may be said that this is too large a grant of power to be
intrusted to the judgment of the commissioners. But if their judg-
ment is adequate to the responsibility of ing licenses, why
should it not be equal to the work of withdrawing them ? The lat-
ter seems to me much the less difficult and delicate task of the two.

To section 6 no objection can be urged. Everyone must approve
of giving the commissioners power to close all places, from end to
en(f of the Distriet, where intoxicating drinks are sold, whenever, as
in cases of riot or other like circumstances, the public peace and
safety may demand it.

Such are the provisions of this bill. It contains no extreme meas-
ures, but is wholly moderate and conservative in character.
objection to the bill is that it does not deal thoronghly anough wit
an evil which is so injurious and burdensome to this city and to the

- country. But, if it should become a law, it would do t 80
far as it goes, and if has the indispensable advantage that it would
be sustained by the publie sentiment of this District, and hence could
be executed. In a visit which I paid to the committee-room of the
Committee for the District of Columbia I was glad to find that most
of the provisions of this bill are likely to be reported to the House,
either in the code which has been prepared for the Distriet or insome
other measure. In spite, therefore, of the shortness of the session and
of the pressure of appropriation bills, I am not without hope that at
least a portion of these provisions against the evils of intemperance
may pass this House before the final adjonrnment. To this end I ask
the candid consideration of members of this body for a bill which, in
the lan of the or of police, is an effort *“to diminish crime
and aid the caunse of order.”’

THE BANK MUST NOT BECOME THE GOVERNMENT.

Mr. FELTON. Mr. Speaker, the financial measnres of the Govern-
ment, all questions tonching the augplf and demand of money, the
present and future status of gold and silver coins, of greenbacks and
n?f.ional currency, continue to excite and interest the American peo-

e.

3 I have heard it said since this session of Congress commenced that
these financial questions should not intrude themselves npon our
deliberations; t in view of approaching national elections we
should seek to suppress rather than enco discussion ; that all
differences of opinion shounld be merged into one desire and p

to succeed politically, to carry our favorite candidates to a position
which will enable them to apportion eut the offices and perquisites
of Executive patronage.

I also desire earnestly the sunccess of democratic candidates; but
this desire is prompted only by the higher consideration that with
the elevation and success of men we may realize the elevation and
triumph of certain measures. “Principles and not men” should be
the political maxim of every American citizen, or rather he shonld
recognize men as the representatives and embodiment of certain
principles which he seeks to establish and perpetuate.

It is unfortunate for the material and political interests of the
country when undue importance is attached to mere party success,
when the shibboleths and technicalities of political organizations
are placed above measures which aresup to underlie and vital-
ize the industries and wealth of the country.

It may have been necessary in the formative periods of the Gov-
ernment to devote much time to the discussion of abstract political
traths ; but now abstractions must resolve themselves into the prac-
tical problems of life and the theories of partisanship must be veri-
fied by useful results.

Aspirants for office must remember that the “ glittering prize” is
only within the gift of a people who demand material guarantees
for the confidence and su they bestow. These guarantees are
good government, economy in all public expenditures, absolute hon-
esty in all official positions, and such financial legislation as promises
relief to the embarrassed industries of the country.

‘What care the people for the success of any man or combination of
men constituting a party, if that man or party must be divorced
from the measures which the popular mind considers essential tothe
establishment of justice, the promotion of the general welfare, and the
securement of the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity ?
_ What care the people for the enthronement of a party if honest
industry must go nnrewarded and the tax-gatherer must continue
reaping the accumulations of by-gone years

‘What care the strong-armed multitude for political trinmphs which
continue their homes and families under the old régime of contrac-
tion, of a sin(ﬁle-metaﬂio standard of value, of national banks, and
of a bondholding aristocracy ?

These financial questions underlie and interlace all the axioms
which compose that splendid political creed known as Jeffersonian
democracy. In my opinion not one of the fundamental principles of
this democracy can ever be established while the present financial
system of the Government continues in force. It is at war with this
democracy, and to me it is strange that any friend of a “perfect

Union” of all sections of a common country, of equal and exact jus-
tice to all men, of the rule and supremaey of a majority of the oiti-
zensas against mimorities, and of the rights of the States as against a
centralized despotism, should ever consent, by word or by vote, to the
continuance of a sggwln that is silenfly and effectunally destreying
these grand bulwarks of constitutional liberty—this system of finance
by which the rich and the poor are made to antagonize each other,
when nature and personal interest all conspire to place them on a
pleasant and profitable relationship to each other. ;

Our present financial system is propped and sustained in its posi-
tion by national banks. Our solar system does not revolve around
its central sun more regularly and dependently than our financial pol-
icy revolves around these chartered monopolies—monopolies which,
in my jndgment, will prove themselves a commissioped corps of * sap-
pers and miners” which will to the extent of their capacity under-
mine and explode some of the grandest features of our form of popu-
lar M{;'rcwemumnt.

. Calhoun, who was probably endowed with greater foresight than
most men, amounting in some instances to almost political prophecy,
and who was especially jealous of all encroachments upon popular
liberty, when describing the pernicious results of an alliance between
the Government and the banks, nses these words:

It behooves us to inquire whether the system is favorable to the permanency of
our republican instit , to the industry and busi of the country, and, above
all, to onr moral and intellectnal develop t.

He then proceeds to demonstrate with his usual logical accuracy
the injuriouns influence of the “union of government and banks”
upon our political, industrial, and intellectual development.

Let us remember that the system against which Mr, Calhoun was
battling had far less connection with the General Government than
our present system of banking. He was arraigning at the bar of pub-
lic opinion one national bank, the charter of which had expired in
the Sﬂrgﬁous March, the anthorized capital of which bank had been
£35,000,000, of which eapital $7,000,000 were subscribed by the United
States Government in 5 per cent. stocks, and £28,000,000 were sub-
seribed by individuals or corporations, one-fourth in speecie and the
remainder in Unifed States stocks. Its notes were receivable in all
payments to the Government and the public moneys were deposited
in the bank, subject to other directions by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, the bank to act as the commissioner of loans for the several
States. In addition to this one national bank there were other banks
included in this system of banking, which was at the time being
criticised and condemned by this most s ious statesman.

These were private banks of deposit and cireulation, chartered and
authorized by the several States. The Bank of North America, which
originated with Robert Morris in 1781, and was established by Con-
gress at hissug%loetion, obtained, in addition to its national authority,
charters from the States of New York and Pennsylvania, and thus
became the pioneer of that system of State banks which had ded
from one bank in 1781 to six hundred and thirty-four banks in 1837,
when Mr. Calhoun was reviewing the system, and from a capital of
$400,000 to $290,000,000.

The State banks sought the overthrow of the national bank and
were delighted at President Jackson’s message of December, 1829, in
which he questioned the consiitutionality of the law creating the
national bank, The bank was overthrown. The public deposits,
amounting to some $10,000,000, were removed and placed in
of certain favored State banks; precisely what those banks desired,
because it removed a dangerous rival and placed within their vanlts
ten millions of the public funds.

From this time certain designated State banks became depositories
of the public moneys, and also commissioners of public loans. They
were inseparable from the Government, and the Government was
thoroughly identified with the banks.

It was this system of banking, this dependence of the Government
upon the banks, and this aid the banks desired from the Government,
this union, this association, that Mr. Calhoun characterized as sub-
versive of our political, induastrial, and intellectual prosperity.

But, sir, under different names and with increased powers for mis-
chief, the system still continues. The Government of the American
people and the speculators of Wall street are still forced into an un-
equal alliance. e temple of our liberties is still prefaned by the
presence of money-changers. When the ark in which are deposited the
tables of “our law is jostled with difficulties” the unclean hands
of syndicates and clearing-houses, of brokers and stock-jobbers, are
thrust forward for its protection. The revenues of the Government,
which some one has said is the Government itself, are still under the -
control and keeping of the banks, and the banlks are still the pets
and protégés of the éovamment.

Bank officers and directors must be conciliated and their co-opera-
tion secured before specie resumption anthorized by law can become
an assured success. Theirinterest must be consalted and their anger
ap before the law remonetizing silver can become effective.

ike the dog Cerberus that gnarded the infernal regions and ozly
resisted those who were attempting to escape from es, so these
banking monopolies keep watch over the misfortunes, necessities, and
embarrassments of the people and of the Government, and neither the
one nor the other can escape these evils until “ a sop ” has been thrown
to the insatiate monster. 3
In 1863 Congress authorized the establishment of national banks,
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not having a gold and silver basis, but founding their cireulation upon
interest-bearing bonds of the United States, their bills to be redeem-
able in the lawiul money of the United States, and the Secretary of
the Treasury is authorized to deposit the public moneys with them.

These banks now sumber two thousand and fifty-three, and the
amount of their circulating notes on the st of last July was $324,-
514,284, The amount of interest-bearing bonds held in trust by the
Government for these national banks is%lﬁa,m,m‘& on which bonds
the Government is paying to these banks, annnally, some $18,000,000
as interest,

The Secretary of the Treasury has selected one hundred and twen-
ty-four of these banks as depositories for the public moneys. Now,
to show their connection with the Government and the influence
they must exert on the finances of the country, it is only n to
state that in the last fifteen years these depositories have received
£3,308,750,346 of the public funds, or over §220,000,000 a year. The
banks transfer to the Treasury all' sums of money drawn by the
Treasurer, and the Treasurer transfers at pleasure the public moneys
to these depositories, and he is at liberty to bestow his favors liber-
ally upon some special banks, and sparingly or even nominally npon
others. In other words, these selected and favored banks are the
fiscal agents of the Government— brokers, to buy and sell, to receive
and pay out, to *bull or bear” the public funds.

The apprehensions of our fathers at the existence of one United
States bank, and also their expressed fears because of the Govern-
ment’s connection with and dependence upon a system of State banks,
seem trivial.

' What was one bank with a capital of $35,000,000 compared with
over two thousand United Stat,eal;mnks having a paid-up capital of
$470,393,366 and a surplus fund of more than $15,000,000 ?

What was £7,000,000, which was the amount of stock held by the
Government in the old United States bank, compared with a mort-

e, which these two thousand banks hold on the Government of

e United States, to the amount of $368,534,279, the annual interest

on which mortgage is nearly $18,000,0007 Ah! a mortgage much

ter than this amount, for if we add to this value of United States

nds held by these banks the sum of $64,400,000 legal-tender notes

in the vaunlts of these banks and in the Treasury for the redemption

of their own notes, we have the sum of §432,934,279 in the shape of
a mortgage held by these banks upon the labor of the country.

‘What was the management and control of some thirty or forty mill-
ions of public expenditures and receipts in that day comp: with
the hundreds of millions which now make up the receipts and ex-
penditures of the Government ?

President Jackson stirred this nation to its very depths by remov-
ing ks.ome nine or ten millions of deposits from one United States
ban :

The possibility of fraud and corruption implied by such an alliance
between the Government and a fiscal agent was sufficient to arouse
an opposition to the bank that sustained the President in his very
questionable proceeding. The people saw in that alliance of govern-
ment and banking establishments an arrogance and despotism that
threatened the continuance of their liberties. Now, I submit that no
argument was ever used against the United States Bank, or against
the connection of the Government with a system of State imnks,tlmt
does not apply with increased force to the present system of national
banks. The bills of former banking institutions professedly repre-
sented gold and silver. The bills of these national banks do not re
resent the precious metals. They are not redeemable in gold and sil-
ver, but are redeemable in legal-tender greenbacks. They aresimply
the representatives of ““greenbacks” or Treasury notes.

Why not let the people have the genuine greenback instead of its
Tepresentative ¥ y should the Government issue a paper currency
simply as a banking capital for the rich? Is it too valuable for the
great multitude ! Must it be retired into the vaults of national banks,
so that the sharehelders and officers of those banks may increase their
wealth by furnishing the common people “ with their corporate prom-
ises ” to pay? To pay what? Isit to pay gold that these bankers
have been so anxious to make the single standard of value in this
country ? No, sir. Is it to pﬂ silver that they have labored so ear-
nestly to keep demonetized ¥ No, sir. It is to pay “ greenbacks,” the
money they have argued in season and out of season should be burned
up beca;nsa, as alleged, its legal-tender character makes it unconsti-
tutional.

Did I say their bills were the representatives of these greenbacks?
No, sir. They are the substitutes of these valuable and popular legal-
tender bills. These banks have retired these backs from circu-
lation by hoarding them in their vaults, and to-day we find over one-
fourth of the three hundred and forty-six millions of greenbacks said
{:; x?lgsin existence in the possession of the Treasurer and the national

But the shareholders and officers of these banks tell us that the
people can exchange the bank currency for legal-tender notes and
then convert those notes into gold. t us examine this plausible
fraud upon the people.

These bank bills must be redeemed with legal-tender notes at the
counter of the particular bank issuing them, and then the valuable
greenback currency must be sent in sums of not less than $50 all the
way to New York, and there, at the sub-treasury in that city, the
farmer in Georgia and the mechanic in the West can have it ex-

changed for gold or silver, at the option of the Secretary of the
Tteasug. Resumption of specie payments! Why, it is a farce as
far as laborers and great producing multitude are concerned.
‘Why are these banks relieved from compliance with the law requir-
ing specie payments? Their bills not only act as a substitute for
legal-tender bills but they also act as a substitute for gold and silver,.
and practically confine these metallic standards of value to the Treas-
ury of the United States.

Here are the banks, holding the legal-tender notes with which to:
redeem their own bills, and the Treasury hoarding gold and silver
with which to redeem the legal-tender notes. In a few years this
national-bank currency will be the only carrency known in the
country. Then this moneyed monopoly will have been perfected
and will have within its p the property and productive indus-
tries of the conntry. At their good pleasure they can expand or eon-
tract the currency. We know what contraction of the currency in
this country means. The money power resolved to increase the
purchasing power of money. They know as the volume of the cur-
rency is diminished so the value of property and labor is decreased.
Ah! they know that a small absolute reduction of the currency
makes a great absolute reduction of the value of the entire property
of the cemmunity.

This money power commenced the work of contraction, destroyi:
greenbacks, demonetizing silver, erecting one standard of value, an
that a gold standard, a.ng the result was that financial un- |
paralleled in our history extended over the country, and still contin-
ues throughount the productive portions of the Union.

I have heard men congraiulating themselves and the country upon
the brilliant success attending resnmption of specie payments. It
reminds me of an incident in the life of Julins Ciwmsar related by Plu-

After the battle of Munda,in Spain,in which he won a decided
victory over the sons of Pompey, and which victory removed all his
rivals and placed him as dictator for life on the throme of the fallen
republie, Le issued a conﬁmtulatory address to the citizens of Rome,

and by his own order the victory was celebrated with shows and
feasts for mahy days. But Plutarch says it displeased the le, for
of

he had not defeated foreign generals, but destroyed the chi
the greatest men of Rome. They said he was lsaging a procession in
celebration of the calamities of his fellow-citizens; heretofore he had
seemed rather ashamed of his actions, but now demanded honors to
be paid to him.

They remembered that Rome had been well-nigh depopulated by
his ambitious wars; that poverfy and suffering en entailed
upon them ; that their liberties were crushed under the iron heel of
a military despotism, and for all these things they were now called
upon to congratulate themselves.

It reminds me of an incident that occurred only a few years ago in
France. We were told with a t flourish ofy trumpets that the
“ empire meant peace,” and all Europe was called upon to congrat-
ulate itself because of the happy event. But Europe remembered
that the “empire” wasbuilt up by a coup d'état that erushed “law and
liberty,” and was soon to be followed by communistic riots which
with their bloodshed and vandalism would put to blush the civiliza-
tion of the century.

Now we, the Representatives of the people and the people them-
selves, are asked to congratulate ourselves upon the success of a
forced resumption of specie payments.

We forget that our congratulations “ celebrate the calamities of
our fellow-citizens ;” we forget that successful resumption is the re-
sult of contraction which has crowded our penitentiaries, jails, and
work-houses with inmates. It has made our poor-houses and asylnms
too small to accommodate the applicants for admission. State Legis-
latures must enlarge their public charities, and must call to their aid
private munificence to meet the demands of paunperism. From all of
our densely populated States come assurances of an increase of pau-

ism, of social dilapidation, and of crime which startles all who
E:ﬁre made social science a study.

From all of onr Southern and Western States devoted to agricult-
ure, though blessed from year to year with abundant harvests—cot-
ton crops unequaled in quantity, grain crops that are the wonder of
the world—yet from these States comes the evidence that men are
unable to pay their taxes, that thousands are rednced to the greatest
straits, and that bankruptcy threatens every laborer and pro-
ducer,

In the midst of plenty we are in poverty ; right by the side of burst-
ing granaries there comes the wail of ruined men and broken-hearted
mothers; the rich growing richer and the poor growing poorer ; hopes
blighted, energies crushed, houses and lands covered with mortgages;
and no future for two-thirds of the people, who are manacled with
debt. Yet for all these things we are called upon to congratulate
ourselves that resumption of spec:g&mymants is & success ; for it was
this coerced resumption that has produced all this financial distress; it
was this “idiotic idea” that there must be but one standard of value,
and that a gold stan that has produced all this suffering and
want. That “idiotic idea” is doing its work to-day in England and
in Germany. The scenes transpiring in those countries are only fac
similes of scenes which have been ocourring here for m{ﬂeam ever since
this idea of “gold ” posaessedtbemjndaog our lag‘ tors; an idea
which could be generated and propagated only by the brain of a

2eg)
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moneyed aristocracy which seeks to make tributary to its wealth the
labor and ind of the world.

Now, sir, let me ask who have been most importunate in demand-
ing this contraction of the enrrency? Who have insisted most un-
tiringly for this single gold standard of value? Who have fought
most uncompromisingly at every stage of its passage the silver bill,
and are now to the extent of their capacity prepared to nullify the
provisions of that act. I answer, the two thousand national banks
of this country. They, as the embodiment of the money power of this
country, have instigated all these measures of contraction. They have
desired to increase the power of money, to make it costly, and thereby
to create a separate moneyed interest, accompanied with all the dan-

rs which must resnlt from such a distinctive interest—na moneyed
class ; the destiny of the many placed in the hands of the few; a
mighty power capable of controlling and corrupting all the ehannels
of legislation, ibly shaping the counsels of political conventions
and dictating the policy of administrations.

Having control of the enrrengy, it must necessarily have supremacy
over the industries of the conntry and, as experience demonstrates,
will influence the polities of the country. Consequently a few aspir-
ing and wealthy individuals must soon manipulate all this industrial
and political power for their own profit and aggrandizement.

Again, on the 1st of October, 1578, the Secretary of the Treasury
had in the public depositories the sum of $64,207,814 in coin. Of this
amount $45,097,061 was in one bank in the city of New York and over
fifty millions of these deposits were in eight banks in that city.

This system of banking concentrates the banking capifal and the
public deposits in the larger cities at the expense of the country and
the country towns.

It gives these cities where the banlking capital of the Union is ac-
cumulated positive control of the currency of the country, and thus
gives them absolute control of the productive industries of the coun-
try—not only of the industries, but also of the politics and legisla-
tion of the country. Mr. Callhionn said “the Government must hecome
the bank or the bank the Government,” and we are very sensible of
the fact that the * money power ” or banking capital of the country
is now well-nigh the Government of the country.

This power is concentrated in New York City. That city is now
the commercial and political dictator of this eot:l.mﬂi By its control
of the eurrency it regunlates prices and wages. the farms and
shops, all the factories and mines of the United States are under the
superintendence and direction of this rapidly growing metropolitan

wer., When the leading agricultural products of the South and

West are ready for market this  money power” which is enthroned
in Wall street immediately establishes the price, and thus all our
tributaries of wealth are made to increase the power and influence
of this city.

The bankers and stock jobbers of that city must be consulted in
regard to all political arrangements. They must name the candidates
for the Presidency, and Federal legislation must accord with its finan-
cial interest. Other States are provincial dependencies and must not
rise above the political and commercial mark registered by the decrees
of Wall street. Yes, Mr. Speaker, this system makes the * bank the
Government,” and locates its powers with this commercial antocracy.

But again, this entire banking a{sﬁem is based upon a “national
debt "—interest-bearing non-taxable bonds. If the system lives the
debt must be perpetuated. The advocates of the one are the friends
and supporters of the other.

These banks conceived, and by act of Con executed, the plan
of turning the bonds of the country into bank currency without sur-
rendering the bonds. This currency is absolutely a gift from the
Government to these banks—a gift which in value may reach nearly
to within 10 per cent. of the whole bonded debt of the country.
These banks can at their option surrender this currency and take up
their bonds, which are always equnal to coin, or place their bonds in
trust with the Government and receive this “currency gift from the
Government,” Irepeat, the system perpetuates a national debt, with
all its heavy burdens, npon the labor of the country. The owners of
these bonds pay no taxes thereon to either the Federal or State gov-
ernments—lords who reap all the benefits of government and contrib-
ute nothing to its support.

The farmer is taxed ; his land, his implements, his live stock, all
must pay a State and county tax. The mechanic must pay a tax ad
valorem upon his tool-chest ; the manufacturer is taxed upon his ma-
chinery and all his investments; the merchant is taxed; and one of
our leading agrienltural produets is taxed by the Federal Government.
Taxation, State and Federal! There is no department of business or
article of consumption which eseapes the heavy hand of the tax-gath-
erer. DBut national banks and individual capitalists can invest their
millions in these interest-bearing bonds, and the Government, which
protects capital and oppresses labor, exempts these investments From
all taxation. Even an income tax is steadily resisted by this Hounse
for fear its operations might reach the semi-annual harvests of these
bondholders. The labor of this country is continnally drained for the
‘benefit of men who do not contribute to the real wealth of the country
but, like the parasite, live and flonrish upon the activities of another.

We have a magnificent country, of immense capabilifies, inexhaus-
tible in all the elementsof wealth,and as regards population, material
riches, social and political influence, it promises a future absolntely

wonderful to contemplate, dwarfing in its grandeur and desirableness
the wildest dream of its patriotie founders.

But this foture is in the hands of our wealth-producing classes.
They only can convey the present and coming generations to the full
measure of our hopeg for glory; and if we weigh down those classes
by unjust taxation upon the products of their labor in order to sus-
tain our financial schemes, which pivot themselves upon these bank-
ing monopolies, then this future will prove a daneing and receding
mirage that will elude our grasp and pf:int our expectations.

Let these national-bank notes be retired. Let us daatr:i forever
this connection of the Government with any species of banking and
let us confine the Government to its constitutional prerogative of
stamping or coining money.

Let us sum the place of these retired bank notes with legal-fen-
der “green notes "—a currency bearing the broad seal of the
American Government and receivable for all dues public and private
wherever the American flag floats. Then let us order the unlimited
coinage of the standard silver dollar and surround that coinage with
all the privileges now attmhinﬁ to gold coinage, and verily we will
have metallic and paper standards of value interchangeable with
each other at the option of the Government or of the individual in
all localities reached by the authority and power of the Government.

Let this le al-tendg;gaper currency issued directly by the Govern-
ment, backe b{an imited silver coinage, supplant our present
banking oligarchy and immediately you circumseribe, if not destroy,
every monopoly which is now crushing our industries and threaten-
ing the liberties of onr country. Do this and immediately you send
joy and gladness to those ‘‘ captains of industry ” who are most ener-

tic and successful in developing our resources and bringing to light
the “hidden treasures” of wealth.

Our countrymen are looking to us; our industries await the orders
of the American Congress, Apply the stimulus which they demand
and which we can furnish, and they will move forward with a strength
and glory unequaled in history.

OKLAHOMA.

Mr. CRAVENS. Mr. Speaker, the management and condnct of In-
dian affairs is now and always has been a subject of much concern.
A vast amount of money has been expended out of the Federal Treas-
ury from first to last, and the end is not yet; annually large appro-
priations being made for the education and support of the wilder
tribes. For this reason if for none other, the whole people have an
interest in the Indian management. Having been the original occu-
pants of this conntry, had they not been nnchristianized savages our
forefathers conld not have claimed it by discovery or gained it other-
wise than by conquest or purchase. Although many sangninary con-
flicts between the whites and Indians, from the earliest settlements
by the whites nup to the present time, have taken place, in all of
which the whites by superior skill and numbers have been the victors,
still onr title to the soil has never been elaimed bg' conquest or our
ability to drive them from it, as wounld have been the ease had these
conflicts been with a civilized people. ‘

The European governments in fimes past, obtaining foothold an
claiming jurisdiction on this continent, withont exception professed
to have derived the same from discovery by their snbjects. If was
held by them all that discovery gave title which might be perfected
and made complete by possession. While the method of acquirin
title and the justification for the same was uniform among the civil-
ized nations of the Old World, yet conflicts arose between them as to
the extent of their possessions. To settle such differences their skill
and prowess were often tested, while the territory over which the
contests arose remained in the actnal and exclusive possession of the
uneivilized Indian, no note being taken of the fact.

A conflict between England and France terminated by settling upon
the Mississippi River as the dividing line between their possessions,
the English claiming to the Atlantic and the French to the Pacific at
a time when neither the one nor the other occupied in fact any con-
siderable portion of the territory so claimed. eir titles, however,
and their sovereignty were acknowledged by the law of civilization,
notwithstanding the actnal and exclusive ocenpancy by the Indians
of vast districts within their several ions. The justification
offered by the Europeans for thus establishing sovereignty and juris-
diction over the lands found in the possession of wild tribes of Indians
was that they themselves were Christians, while the tribes were sav-
ages. It was held that the revelations of Christianity and the ulti-
mate end and aim of man’s creafion disclosed by it warranted the
seizure, and that the Indians would be fully compensated for the less
of jurisdiction by benefits from the Ch:isﬁsnizi::f and civilizing in-
fluences which their presence and control would certainly bring to
them as a race.

The elaim of superior civilization so made by the first European
settlers, or by their governments for them, is shown to have not
withont foundation, by the establishment and building up of a t
and prosperous nation—the United States. While our people Eave

rogressed beyond their expectations, have the Indians derived the
nefits and made the advances in civilization which it wasexpected
would be made by way of compensation for the intrusion of our fath-
ers? As to all those who were bronght into early contaet with our
race, it is said no people ever made more rapid advances. The press-
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ing tide of emigration westward has at length brought the entire In-
dian race within eur borders face to face with the white man. The
blazing light of civilization reaches now the wildest tribes within our
vast domain. Their reservations as a general thing are within States
or organized territorial governments.

There is no longer vast wildernesses or unoccupied plains to be
utilized solely for fishing and hunting grounds. Tge edict that they
with their fellow-men s eat bread by the sweat of their brow will
soon be fulfilled, when they shall betake themselves to husbandry
through the example of their neighbors. The Indians of many tribes
have abandoned their original pursuits of war, hunting, and fishing,
and sustain themselves by the tillage of the soil. Foremost among
these are the Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws, and Chicka-
saws. Doubtless the Indians asa whole at this day would have been
much better off had the conntry been less extensive.

Upon its discovery and settlement by Europeans, with the claim of
title and jurisdiction as before stated, the rights of the Indians were
not totally ignored. They were regarded asrightful occupants; and
while the governments claiming jurisdiction and the full fee con-
ferred by eminent domain did not and could not, because of their sav-
age state, incorporate them as part and parcel of the body-politic
proper, yet their right to remain upon the lands occupied by them or
to of the same only to the governments so assuming such

anthority and power was not questioned. Their natural warlike dis-
position in many instances caused them to resist such assumptions of
authority and power, but their simple means of warfare and inferior
numbers prevented successful resistance,

The whites did not care to have the savage and ferocious Indians
as neighbors, while the Indians, unable to check the invaders, as they
reg;rm ed the whites, wounld dispose of their lands or retire from them,
seeking new homes farther west, better sunited to their pursuits. The
whites, to secure. their settlements from incursions by the Indians,
bought their :igl:lt of occupancy in certain districts, and ted to
them certain other districts as hunting-grounds, to be held by like
n'fght. Thus the settlement of this conntry progressed until the period
of the Revolution, and after that period and the establishment of the
Government of the United States the process has been much the same.
Thus the wild and wide-extended domain in times past has had much
to do in maintaining the wild character of the tribes.

Now, as said befere, the Indian everywhere is brought face to face
with the white man and his destiny must soon determined.
Facts, undeniable facts, show more or less of selfishmess npon ounr

" part in the conduct of Indian affairs. The Indians, whether for
their welfare or mot is questionable, have constantly been retiring
until now they are Ennmpnlly west of the Mississippi River., In the
practice of the high Christian virtues by which we took possession
of their country and claimed sovereign jurisdiction over it, onght we
not to have songht and established closer relations with them, allow-
ing them to live more in our midst and receive through precept and
example the blessings of a higher civilization. It may be answered
that their nature forbade it. .

This may have been true in the first instance, but 2s they made
})rogm it seems to me a more liberal policy might have been adopted.

t is a part of the history of the more recently settled States, within

the knowledge of all, that the white settlers were far more anxious
that the Indians should move west than the Indians themselves were
to go west. No people known had stronger attachments for their
homesthan they for theirhunting-gronnds. Now,itisthesame,andour
recent Indian wars are directly traceable to efforts upon the part of the
Government to dis them of the land of their birth. Since the
establishment of this Government treaty after treaty has been made
with the various tribes by which purchases and grants were made.

As the white settlements advanced new purchases were made, less-
ening the area allotted to the Indian for hunting-grounds, until finally
he would be induced to sell out entirely and take a new grant some-
where else. Usnally the ts were for large distriets in the wilder-
ness, far greater than could ever be needfunl to the Indians for agri-
cultural purposes. These ts in turn have been hewn down as the
settlements advanced, so that in point of fact the Indians have been
elbowed out of the way by the Government, whenever it suited the
interests of her superior subjects, the white race. The policy thus

nrened has produced distrust in the Indian, and naturally enough.
me h:yhlilte nr::;na:am; shglgm pohftg,ndneas_iolr htil: fel_laﬁah;p, and none

gh a or his i es’ e right of occupancy.
ever and always thaoretica]lg tmn-‘:.em.}ml b?o permanent advance can
be hoped for until they are provided with permanent homes, homes
not only for themselves, but for their pmﬁe ¥,

The board of Indian commissioners, whose duty required a study
of the Indian problem, say :

The ultimate solution of the Indian question is the absorption of all Indians

into the bedy politic, and their endowment with all the rights and duties and re-

sponsibilities of citizenship.

Can they be thus endowed without homes? Why all the cost and
care upon the part of the Government, even though its policy may
have been a mistaken one at times, unléss the ultimate object is to
fit and qualify the Indian for citizenship? Why shonld all Gaul have
been Romanized?

+  Why, sir, unless sach has been our undertaking we must stand
condemned before the civilized world, and especially by the civilized
nations originally claiming jurisdiction over our soil. Their foster-

ing care pointed to such results. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs .
upon the question of permanent land titles, says:

The question of im ce to the ¢
Indiansq is that of & umfurmp:]:dm e to t.aa?.tn fntfls,:?m'r:oo’umnhnhm Ofttrl;e-
movals incident to the former land policy of the Indian service have been freighted
with evil consequences to the Indians. "Even when placed upon reservations they
have come to consider, notwithstanding the most solemn tees from the
United States that the same should be kept sacred and mmm forever, that
the title to their land is withont permanency, and that they are subject to be re-
moved whenever the pressure of white settlers upon them may create a demand
for their lands either before Congress or the Department. So fixed has this opinion
mproraman o T o e e, dln s ek ey
made, until they have received their patents for the san?z. 1 DATIRIAY K08 o

I fully concur with the Commissioner in all that he says in this
paragraph, but must be permitted to express astonishment at the
recommendations of the report, his last, in which it occnrs. He
recommends a wholesale breaking up and consolidation of reserva-
tions, which of course wounld produce greater distrust in the minds
of the Indians for the time being, and until their titles are obtained,
could they be made satisfied with thé changes. His knowledge of
the Indian character must certainly teach him that the crowding
together of different tribes, who at present indalge in hostile feel-
ings toward each other, and, if not, to say the least, have not entirely
fl:u}ot.ten their ancient hostilities, is calenlated to breed disorder
and discontent. The shallowest mind must be able to see that his
sugfeation is the outgrowth of the ‘‘pressure of white settlers,” al-
ready made upontheir present reservations.

Experience teaches that it will not do to change the lvcation of
semi-civilized tribes, or any others indeed, and that discontent and
needless death is the resnlt. Beyond this, he proposes to transfer all
the Indians from Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico to the Indian
Territory, and assigns as & reason therefor that it is a dark place.
In exaet words he says: ;

This Territory is below the parallel of the t traveled 2
lantic and Pacific Oceans, and fortunately it?ge:ot.tg the w;o; ﬁm&aﬁﬂ?ﬁ?
zation westward,

Mr, Speaker, some persons are simple-minded enongh to believe it
to be the duty of the Government, through its Indian Burean to ex-
tend civilization to the Indian tribes, instead of keeping them ount of
the way of “extending civilization.” .

Sir, 1 was among the the Pima Indians near thirty years ago, and
they were found to be as peaceful and industrious as any upon the
continent. No one sought to disturb them then, but now it is pro-

to drive them a thousand miles from the home of their birth,
into a dark spot within the Indian Territ.o?. This would be a grand
outrage. These Indians and all other Indians within the States or
Territories are entitled to enough land to sustain their numbers in o
high state of civilization; and it is the duty of the Government to
grant them of their reservations, in fee-simple, such amounuts. It is
the duty of the white men of the States and Territories where they
reside to protect rather than trespass nupon them; and it is the duty
of the appropriate law-making power, State or national, as the case
may be, to give to them the common protection of the law due to
every human being, be he a saint or savage.

In return obedience to the law should be demanded. Theoretically,.
it seems, the white man needs the law to protect him against evil-
doers, and the red man to prevent his evil-doing. Practically, it
sheuld be of universal application, to protect right and defend against
wrong. Our civil law has no sort of application to the Indian tribes.
Let the Indian be treated as a man and perhaps he will be a man. It
is nonsense to talk of their lack of intelligence to obey the law. The
Indians have a natural reverence for power and authority, and yield
implicit obedience to it when its rightful exercise cannot be justly
questioned. Throw around the Indian the broad protection and defen-
sive power of this Government by which the snperior race is pro-
tecteg, and he will at once enter upon a new life.

How, I would ask, can we expect any sort of devotion from him to
governmental anthority when that authority is known to be the
changing will only of the Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner
of Iuﬁzam Affairs, or, as is too often the case, the will of a petty, thiev-
ing Indian agert? A change of the Indian poliey is inevitable. Con-
gress took a step in the right direction when it provided against the
making of further treaties with the Indian tribes. The practice of
making treaties with the Indians in their infaney in civilization may
have been a necessity to secure peace; but now the remotest tribes.
understand fully the -extent and power of the Government, and do-
not court a conflict with its Army or people.

A general system of just dealing ought to be inangurated and the
wildest of the tribes be made to feel themselves a part of our people.
Congress has unquestioned power over the politieal status of the In-
dian. Treaties heretofore made and now existing granting political
riglvts to the tribes are revocable at the pleasure of Congress. The
decisions of our highest courts touching the question are well nnder-
stood by every lawyer in the land, yet men occasionally make their
way into the halls of legislation, apparently sincere, honest, and intel-
ligent, who deny this right, and mdulﬁe in much sickly sentimen-
tality upon the subject of the Indian and hisrights, without any knowl-
ed%a of his eharacter and his true relations to the Government.

0 hear them talk one would su the nations supreme sover-
eignties. The purpose of Representatives in Congress to territorial-
ize the Indian Territory is characterized as a land steal, railroad land-
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grabbing job, and all else calculated fo prejudice the Indian mind
against 1t. In their wild fury, which would have been creditable to
the eivilized tribes occnpyingg;lat Territory in the most savage state
of their history, they ignore both the law and the facts. en the
advocates of this measure suggest and truly say that the object is to
secure to the Indians more perfect title to the lands they now hold
under a qualified patent from the Government, they say no. Oh, no!
yon want to despoil them of their lands. They forget that the only
warrant for so saying is the factthatthe Eeoplo they themselves rep-
resent did so in times past. They do not know, and will not take the
care to know, the exact character of these Indian titles. Because of
the breach of obligations by the Government in times past, it is argued
that our purpose is to continue such breaches. The candid mind re-
posing faith in the professions of honorable men, understanding the
necessity for such legislation, will not give ear to such billingsgate.

The patents under which the Indians now hold have conditions at-
tached which were not provided for by the original treaties. I speak
now with especial reference to the Cherokeetribe. The Supreme Court
decides them to be conditions subsequent, and available alone to the
Government. Now, what we propose is, to enlarge their title by
making it a perfect fee-simple one, so that no power under any cir-
cumstances whatever can assail it. This is abstract justice, and
every consideration of equity and a sound public policy demands its
consummation.

But by the thoughtless it is suggested that the Government can-
not do this, becanse it has made a grant of a portion of these lands
to railroads conditioned upon the extingnishment of the Indian titles.
It is not proposed in any manner to extinguish or lessen, but, on the
contrary to add to and make perfect their title, so that they may feel
and really be secure in their anmsions. Aside from this confirming
their titles it is proposed, although not really necessary, but to quiet
the fears of the simplest minded, to repeal the conditional grant to
the railroads.

There can be no earthly question of the power of Congress to so
repeal these grants. With such legislation the Indians will become
the absolute lords of the soil, the fee-simple owners of their entire

ts. How different this from the title by occupancy, by which
ey held their lands in Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Missis-
sippi, and Tennessee, for the extingnishment of which the Govern-
ment has always claimed the exclusive riﬁht. The treaty process
heretofore furnished the means of axt.i.nguis ment, which practically
meant that white men wanted the Indian lands, and for them the
Government made the purchases. This power is now abolished, and
if the legislation proposed is had, the legislative power of the Gov-
ernment to despoil the Indians of their l})msent qualified title will
be exhausted, except in the exercise of the constitutional anthority
to take private property for public uses, which applies to landed es-
tates as well as other property throughout the Union.

In short, it is proposed that the Indians shall stand npon the com-
mon plane with all others deriving title from the Government, and
shall hold and enjoy their lamds, secured by the great doctrine of

ﬁ:‘opert.y 1'ig1htsél under the gunarantees of the Constitution and the’
an

w of the It was an unfortunate day in the history of the
Cherokees, when they consented by the treaty of 1835 to take less
than a fee-simple title to their lands. Had they acted wisely, and
provided for a fee-simple title, as for the eight-hundred-thousand acre
purchase, no conditional railroad grants wounld have been made, and
they would be free from the agitating discussions of demagogues,
who seek to prejudice them against those'who now propose to relieve
them from their unwise action on that occasion.

I desire now to warn the Cherokee people against the madeaps in
their midst, and call u‘fon them to dispassionately consider the im-
portance of the needed legislation to relieve them from the embar-
rassments which their present incomplete title must necessarily pro-
duce. The Indian Commissioner pronounces the Cherokee’s title “a
base or qualified fee,” and who knows but that in the prosecution of
the grand consolidating project he may not conelnde o whittle down
their po;messions for some of the tribes of Arizona, Colorado, or New
Mexico

The Indians of the Territory with fee-simple title to their lands and
recognized as citizens will be so circumstanced as to resist the “pres-
sure of white settlers” and red settlers as well. They can then make
better selections as to the white men they shall receive in their midst.
Certainly the. territorializing of the Indian Territory and giving to
the Legislature the power to legislate for the protection of each and
every resident will invite the loeation of a better class of white men
there to take the place of and drive eut the reckless class with which
that country is now infested.

If it is thought that the Indians may be cheated or defranded out
of their titles, why protect them, I say, by providing against transfers
for such a period of time as may be deemed prudent T I will with-
hold my support from no measure for the fullest protection to the
Indians that can be su, . It is my desire that they shall pro-
gress, make advances, and finally reach such commercial and political

ence as to be an honor to our common country and its institu-

ons. The distin gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] has

axﬁmmad his opinion upon the Indian problem upon this floor in the
following language :

While it is true that every step toward a mild treatment of the Indian tribes
haa not only resulted in less barbarism among them, but also in much less expense

to the United States, I believe we shall ultimately find another step ;
We shall find that the ballot rather than the bullet of our friend from Nevada will
be the ultimate settlement of the Indian question.

Now, while I cannot concede that the ballot can or does confer
upon those to whom it is given per se the necessary qualifications for
good citizenship, yet I insist that all persons, Indians ineluded
whose intelligence and integrity qualify them for its freedom and
n%ht_ful exercise ought to have it and receive no check from with-
holding it in the race of life. Are not the Choctaws, Cherokees,
Creeks, Seminoles, and Chickasaws far better prepared to have be-
stowed upon them the ballot and assume the responsibilities of full
citizenship than were our colored people at the time they were made
citizens and voters ?

About this there can be no sort of doubt. Right here I desire to
call attention to the fact that in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Na-
tions there are mow near six thousand colored people, natives, who
are not entitled to Indian citizenship and have no political status
there whatever. B{wt:rritorializing that country these people will
at once begin to realize something of the benefits of the citizenshi
conferred upon them by the fourteenth amendment. If that amend-
ment so operated upon them as to confer the right of citizenship of
the Unitfed States, although born and reared in the Territory, why it
did not so operate upon the Indians themselves is difficult of soln-
tion. The lan of the amendment, “all persons born or natural-
ized in the United States,” if it had the effect to make these colored
people citizens must also have had the effect to make the Indians
citizens, unless they fail to fall within the common designation of
persons, so uniformly applied to human beings. I will not pursue this
subject furfher, having said enough to bring the attention of all con-
cerned directly to it.

There is a great deal that might be said npon the propriety of es-
tablishing the Territory of O a which cannot be said within
the time limited to a single member upon this floor, and for that
reason I can say but little more. When the bill now being treated
comes up for final action, I shall undertake to show the direct inter-
est of my people in this matter, and the wrongs inflicted upon them
by the blind policy of keeping as a sealed book the Indian Territory.
Istand pledged to aequit them of any contemplated wrong npon their
red brethren, between whom and them the most friand%y relations
have always existed.

I can point with pride to the fact that instcad of their encroaching
upon the Indians they have twice abandoned their homes te make
way for them, when pushed from their ancient homes east of the
Mississippi River. In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere opin-
ion that when the Territory of Oklahoma shall have been organized
and be represented nupon this floor by some one of the many talented
men of the Indian tribes there, then the first grand achievement will
have been made in Indian eivilization.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT.

Mr. MATSH submitted remarks on the necessity for changing the
present mode of electing the President and Vice-President of the
United States, which will appear in the Appendix.

HOW AND BY WHOM WAS RESUMPTION EFFECTED.

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, the law providing for the resumption
of specie payments went into effect on the first day of this year. The
event invités a refrospect, as it is hoped that it terminated a contro-
versy which has agitated the peo%le for thirteen years.

Those who from the close of the war persistently demanded the

enactment of such a law, those who have insisted upon its mainte- *

nance, and those to whom its enforcement has been intrusted, exult
over the fact that equivalency between greenbacks and gold has
been established as triumphantly as though they had planned and
achieved the result. They have no right to regard it as their tri-
nmph. Itin truth attests theirdefeat. Those who may of right exult
are those who have resisted the retirement of our legal-tender paper
money throughout the long war waged against such money by those
whose policy, if successful, would have resulted in a government of
the people, by the national banks,and for the fund-holders of the
world. For equivalency between our E:‘m money and gold has not
been brought about by the methods the friends of an excelusive national
bank-note paper currency proposed, but in opposition thereto. The
process by which they proposed to effect resumption involved, as I
shall abundantly prove, the retirement and “cremation” of every dol-
lar of our legal-tender paper money and the substitution therefor of
national-bank notes which shonld ¥aith1essly promise redemption in
coin. In this contest they have been beaten, and it is for the friends
of money issued by the Government, as against promises to pay money
issued by corporations, to rejoice that equivalency has been produced
while there are more than 346,681,000 of legal-tender notes extant, the
continued circulation of which is demanded by the producing classes
of our people and protected by the express terms of a recent statute.
In the establishment of equivalency under these circumstances we
have a standing refutation of the cardinal doctrines of the bullion-
ists.

General resumption of specie payments has not been effected. Ifa
national bank gives coin in exchange for its notes it is as an act of
grace and not in compliance with law, as such notes are redeemable
in greenbacks; and if a ping creditor demands coin from his
debtor, the legal-tender note interposes and checks his avarice.
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Nevertheless equivalency between greenbacks and gold exists, and
whoever has or more in notes can obfain coin for them
by presenting them for payment at the ‘sub-treasury at New York.

ow, I ask, has equivalency been established, and upon what does its
maintenance depend? It is certainly not the result of the retirement
of the last of our paper money, for to the amount of $346,681,016
greenbacks are still a legal tender. Nor does its maintenance depend
on the ability of the Government and banks to redeem their notes in
eoin. No! Egquivalency has been brought about by adopting the
method originally m}:osed by the anti-contractionists and accepting
“rags and lamp-b}iac ,” the “dishonored and lying gmenbaog” in
payment of customs duties. And its continuance depends upon this
recognition by the Government of the “rag-baby” as money. So long
-as it shall dothis it need apprehend no serious draught upon the eoin
it is hoarding, forso long as the greenback is accepted for all the uses
of money every one will prefer paper money to weighty and incon-
venient coin.

During the last political campaign leadin %ststesmen, distinguished
‘Senators,and others, addressed the people of Pennsylvaniaon the issues
of the day, and denied, as I have heard others more recently deny,
thatit had ever been the purpose of the Government or the advocates
-of resumption to destroy our legal-tender paper money. Their sole
object, some of these gentlemen said, had g:en to reduce its volume
within safe limits, which, when the resumption act had been passed,
was believed to be $300,000,000, but which intervening experience had
shown should be fixed at the sum now ountstanding. Between these
distinguished gentlemen and me there is on this point a question of
fact, and to exclude the possibility of its becoming one of veracity I
ropese to submit indisputable proof of the truth of my statement.

COXDITTION OF THE FPEOPLE AND AMOUNT OF MONEY IN 1B65.

My witnesses shall be Secretaries of the Treasury, and the evidence
éproposa to offer will be drawn from annunal reports submitted to

ongress with presidential messages. Buat first let Mr. McCallochi,
who was then Secretary, tell us what was the condition of the people
and what the amount of legal-tender and

}gper in circulation in 1

1866. In his annual report of date of December 4, 1865, he reminded
Congress that means had been furnished by our own people to meet
‘the expenses of the war ; and that notwithstanding the fact that more
than $£2,000,000,000 of the means 6f the people of the United States
had been thus loaned to the Government, no branch of useful indus-
‘try had suffered by the investment. These were his words:

The fact that means have been raised, withont foreign loans, to meet the ex.
penses of a 1 and very costly war, is evidence not only of the great
resources of the eountry, but of the wisdom of Congress in passing the necessary
laws, and of the distinguished ability of the immediate predecessors of the
{Secretary in administering them. = * * The guhlie debt of the Uni States
representa a portion of the acenmulated wealth of the country. While it is a debt
of the nation it becomes the capital of the citi The of the hant,
the manufacturer, and farmer, and also those of the workingman and the soldier,
have been liberally invested in it, and it is an interesting fact, a practical evidence
-of the great resources of the conntrf, that so lm-%e an amount of thejr wealth could
be loaned by the e to the Government withont embarrassing industrial pur-
suits. Notwithstanding more than £2,000,000,000 of the means of the people of the
Enited States have been thus loaned, no branch of useful industry has suffered by
the investment.

So much from Mr. MeCulloch on the condition of the people and
the productive industries of the country. That he was not mistaken
‘in asserting that the loan of more than &000,000,000 made by the peo-
ple to the nation was out of accumulated capital and did not impair
their productive power is shown by the fact that the failures re-
by commercial agencies in 1865 were but five hundred and
thirty, and involved an te liability of but $17,625,000, as well
as by the business of the national banks, which, in the absenee of
«commercial paper, in discounting which they ordinarily employ their
T80 they were compelled to invest them in Government securi-
ties, and absolutely held one-fourth of the entire public debt. Money
- was abundant. Whoever would work could get wages. Sales were
made for cash or on short credit. Few promissory notes were given,
and the banks found small employment for their resources except in
{Government securities. |
Now let him tell us how much the debt then amounted to, what
was its character, and how much of it was legal tender and might
circulate as currency, or be held by banks as reserve, by the use of
which in that way they could keep the entire volume of backs
proper and bank-notes in circulation. On page 17 of the report from
which I have quoted, he says:

On the 31st day of October, 1865, since which time no material change has taken
lace, the public debt, without deducting funds in the Treasury, smounted to
&,mm,m.ss, consisting of the following items:

Bonds, ten-forties, 5 per cent.,duein 1004........ $172, 770, 100 00

R Rl
Ve per v v

R JU SR e e I SRS b S 639, 259, 600 00

Temporary loan, ten days’ notice.....ceceeuunen. $99,107, 745 40
Cort:g;mmofindeb , doe in 1866 ........ 55,005 000 00
Treasury notes, 5 per cent., December 1, 1865.... 32, 536,901 00
T RN TV it it
Fractional ourreney -....ccacocicoieanacaannns 26, 057, 460 20
454, 218, 038 20
2, 808, 549, 437 55
9 he had made

This statement is, I believe, correct. But on pa;
the following one touching the paper circulation of tﬁg country, which,
while apparently candid, was as disingenunous as it was well calculated
to deceive the ignorant :
mﬁ&n pgnpnﬁ;' cimu“ follhmn: of the United States on the 3lst of October, 1863, was

1. United States notes and fractional curreney. ... ..ococonceanns
2. Notes of the national banks.........ccovauoiiaaminieciiianinaas
3. Notes of Statebanks, includ

converted into national banks.......c..ciceciieciiiiccncnaaaa. 63,000,000 09
T e e L s 704, 218, 038 20

The amount of notes furnished to the national banks up to and including the
31st of October, 1863, was a little over §203,000,000, but it is estimated that §20,000,000
of these had not then been put inte circulation.

In addition to the Uni States notes, there were also outstan §32 536,900
5 per cent. Treasury notes, and §173,012,140 com; d-interest notes, of which it
would donbtless be safe to estimate that §30,000,000 were in eirculation as enrrency.
From this statemeént it appears that, without including seven and three-ten
notes, many of the small denominations of which were in circulation as money, and
all of which tend in some measure to swell the inflation, the paper money of the
country amounted on the 31st of October, 1863, to the sum of Gﬂ‘?g&m.ﬂi which
has been daﬂ{-incmd by the notes since furnished to the national banks, and is
likely to be still further increased by those to which they are entitled, until the
amount authorized by law (8300,000,000) shall have been reached—subject to such
rednction as may be made by the withdrawal of the notes of the State banks.

I have characterized this statement as disingenuons. Time will
not %’mit me to analyze it, but Iremark in passing that not only the
$30,000,000 of compound-interest notes which he assumes were in cir-
culation, but the other §143,000,000 were ontstanding and were legal
tender for their face value; and that if the $530,000,000 of 7.30
Treasury notes were not so, the pao;;le who accepted and used them
as such were deluded by the phraseology of the law nnder which they
were issned. If they were not legal tender the proviso which de-
clared that they should not “be a leialt-ender in payment or redemp-
tion of any notes issued by any bank, bauking association, or banker
calenlated or intended to circnlate as money,” was worse tflan useless
verbiage inasmuch as it was calculated to deceive, as to the character
of the security they were to receive, those to whom the Government
was under the provisions of the act to appeal for a loan of more than
$800,000,000. If they were not intended to be a legal tender for all
other purposes, why was it necessary to thus specifically prohibit
banks from paying their notes with them as they were reqnired to
do with the non-interest-bearing legal-tender notes, known as green-
backs?

CONTRACTION REGARDED AS THE OXLY ROAD TO RESUMPTION,

Having thus enabled Mr. McCulloch to show what was the condi-
tion of the people at the close of the war, let me now proceed to the
main'quastion. How did the resumptionists pro to improve their
condition, and whether it was by retiring the legal-tender paper money
and substituting therefor the promises of banks to pay money? The
first witness I offer on this point is Mr. Hugh MeCulloch. In hisreport
of December 4, 1365, as Secretary of the sury, fromn which I have
submitted extracts, that gentleman said:

The issue of United States notes as lawful money was a measure expedient,
doubtless, and necessary in the great em cy in which it was adopted, but this
emergency no longer e;ﬂts, and however desirable may be the saving of interest,
and however satisfactory these notes may be as a circulating um, these con-
siderations will not, it is respectfully submitted, a departure from that strict
construction of the Constitution given to it previons to the war by patriotic men of
o1l parties, and which is essential to the equal and harmonions working of our
peculiar institutions. Theo strength of the Government has been pro by the
manner in which it has carried on the greatest war of modern times; it only re-
mains, for the vindication of its excellence and the perfection of its trinmphs, that
all &wers exercised for its prescrvation, but not expressly Era.nted 'I.'a; the Consti-

hile, therefore, the Seeretary

tu be relinquished with the returm of peace. "
isof og;lnlon that the {mmediate repeal of the legal-tender provisions of the acts
refi would be unwise, as being likely to affect injurionsly the legitimate

business of the country, u the prosperity of which depend the welfare of the
people and the revenues which are v for the maint of the national
t, and unjnst to the holders of the notes, he is of the opinion that not only
these provisions but the acts also should be regarded as temporary, and that
the work of reti mmwkmhhwwmmmdumumnahnﬁumwm

i delay, [ and persistently continued until all are retired.

In speaking of the legnl-tender acts, reference has only been made to those which
authorized the issue of United States notes. The interest-bearing notes which are a
legal tender for their face value were intended to be a security rather than a ciraulating
medium, and it would be neither injurious to the public, nwanmqfwt{mwm
holdery, for Congress to declare mm their maturity, they shall cease to be o /4
tender, while such a declaration aid the Government in its efforts to retire
them, and is therefore recommended. :

The rapidity with which the Government notes can be withdrawn will depend

Bonds, 6 per cent., duoin 1881, ..ooeiiaaaaaiiau 265, 347, 400 00 upon the ability of the Secra‘rx.m tod of securities. The inflnences of fund.
Bonds, 5 per cent., duein 1880... . 18,415, 000 08 ing upon the money market will sufficiently prevent their too rapid withdrawal.
Bonds, 5 per cent., duein 1874... 20, 000, 000 00 8 , however, believes that a decided movement toward a contraction
Bonds, 5 per cent., dne in 1871.... 7, 022, 000 00 of the carrency is not only a public necessity, but that it will speedily dissipate
$1, 144, 072, 100 00 | the apprehension which very generally exiata that the effect of such a policy must
Bonds, 6 per cent., dnein 1863 . .....caue ooiaan 8,908, 341 80 necessarily be to make 'y and to inish the prosperity of the country.
Bonde, 6 cent., duein1867. .......ocuueneenns 9, 415, 2350 00 " * bd * X * *
Compound-interest notes, due in 1867 and 1868.. +173, 012, 141 00 The Secretary, therefore, respectfully but most earnestly recommends—
BSeven-thirty Treasury netes, due in 1867 and 1868. 830, 000, 000 00 First. That Congress declare that the compound-inte notes shall cease to be
1, 021, 335, 732 80 | a legal tender from the day of their maturity. ;
Bonds, Texas indemnity. past due .cccoeeeeean.. 760, 000 00 Second. That the Secretary be authorized, in his discretion, to sell bonds of the
Bonda, Treasury notes, &c., pastdoe............ 613, 920 09, United States bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 6 per cent., and redeemable
1,373,920 09 | and payable at such periods as may be conducive to the interests of the Govern-
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ment, for the purpose of retiring not only compound-interest notes, but the United |
States notes.

The first thing to be done iz o establish the iey of contraction. When this is
effected the Secretary believes that the business of the country will readily accom-
modate itself to the proposed change in the action of Government, and that specie
payments may be restored without a shock to trade and withont a diminution of
the pablic revenues or of produetive industry.

In view of these citations no gentleman will have the temerity to
deny that the administration that initiated the resumption movement
intended to accomplish it by *‘the policy of contraction,” that its
method of effecting contraction was fo retire all forms of legal-tender
paper money, and that if belicved that the retirement “shounld be com-
menced without delay, and carefully and persistently continued until
all were retired.”

A FATAL MIBTAKE.

Congress, influenced by the suggestions of the Secretary and the
clamorons appeals of the banks, which wished to increase the valne
of the Government securities, in which more than half their re-
seurces were invested, and of capitalists who wanted to increase the

urchasing power of their dollars, authorized the Seeretary to retire
310,000, in the six months to end October 12, 1866, and $4,000,000
in each month thereafter. That was a fatal mistake and set at work
causes which would inevitably produce a financial crash such as
occurred in 1873. Resumption was not to be reached by converting
* our non-interest bearing debt into 6 per cent. bonds, and thereby with-
drawing from trade its most important tool, money, the instrument
by which commeodities and services are transferved from person to

1.

I regret to say that my vote on that resolution was with the over-
whelming majority in its favor, there having been but six members
of the House who appear to have foreseen the terrible results such
a measure must produnce, and voted against it. The resolution was
adopted on the 18th of December, 1865, and reads as follows :

Resolved, That this House cordially concurs in the views of the Secretary of the
o el & reruimption o rpocis palyisnts 4y the bimees intereote of B cownisy i

m ; and we hereby pledge co-operative action to this end as speedily as prac-

My vote attracted the attention of many of the most enlightenod
business men of Philadelphia, from whom [ received earnest protests
against the initiation of a policy so destructive as that of attempt-
ing resumption by contracting & volnme of cnrrency that was legiti-
mately and profitably employed, and the retirement of whieh, by its
conversion into interest-bearing bonds, wounld inevitably impoverish
the American people and transfer our debt from them to the syndi-
cates and bankers of Europe. The Christmas vacation was at hand,
and on my return to Philadelphia my venerable friends Henry C.
Carey and the late Stephen Colwell, whose work entitled “ The Ways
and Means of Payment” is in my opinion the most valuable contribu-
tion éver made by one man to the financial literature of the world,each
honored me with protracted interviews, during which they approved
the judgment of the business men who had censured my vote, and
so instructed me in the laws of trade and finance as to enable me to
act with an enlightened judgment on such finaneial questions as might
thereafter come before Congress; and I am free to say that in my
now unusnally extended congressional service there is no vote the
casting of which I so much deplore as the one now nnder considera-
tion. Candor anda desire fo meet the responsibility attaching'to every
act of my publie life seem to require this digression into the region
of matters personal.

¥ HUGH M'CULLOCH AGAIY.

I now return to my demonstration by presenting the following ex-

tracts from the report of Secretary McCulloch of the date of Decem-

ber 3, 1866 4 The loom and the spindle, no lon

The Secretary regrets, notwithstanding the large reduction of the national debt,
and the satisfactory condition, in other respects, of the National Treasury, that
little progress has been made since his last mpmmnﬂupedegoments. The
views presented by him in that report, although indorsed in the House of Repre-
sentﬂlvea by a nearly unanimons vote, were not sustained by wzra:;innding I

Instead of being anthorized to reduce the Eeraimhﬁ the conn
ing to his recommendations, the amount of United States notes which

was permitted to retire was limited to §10,000,000 for the six months ending October
12, and to £4,000,000 per month thereafter. In the mean time the reduction of these
notes and of the notes of the State banks has been nearly by the
of the circnlation of the national ; and specie commands about the same
mium it did when the last Treasury report was prepared. Ha: hmm
prevented from taking the first lmEruntntaptawnd areturn to ents,
the Secmtn:ﬁ:mna mainly directed attention, 1 to an increase opgé?iency
in the collec of the revenues, to the conversiom of intercst- notes into
5.20 bonds and to a reduction of tha)uh!:lcdeht. * * * The views of the Secre-
tary wpon the questi d of the currency have been so frequentl
expressed that it is only necessary now to consider whe the curtailment shonl
be of the United States notes or of the notes of the national banks. = * * The
present Eoumtm'i was not the advocate of the national system, and claims
only the credit of ha used best efforts, as Comptroller, to put it into suc-
Mth L Bﬁth ltmm heml;:’l;ﬁol‘ll in prunani;b . g :{t‘: vt:stmimpmvnment
upon the systems which it superseded, and one adm our peculiar
form of t. Thmmnbstmﬁalohjacﬁmt%augmkxoﬁsg:;md
if none existed in the United States it might be very questionable if any should be
introduced ; but having taken the place of the State andfumhh&gu they
do a cirenlation as free from objection as an; thntis].ikal{‘mhepmvi , the Sec-
mmhdwe?di::mmﬂm,mﬁﬁd W sustained, and that the
paper circulation cowntry should be reduced, conspelling them to retire
MW,MM&«MMWUMMRJ&. e

Further extracts from this re will show not only the haste with
which Mr. MeCulloch pro to get rid of the greenback but of his
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ignorance or wicked disregard of the dependence of the productive
power and trade of a country upon the steady main of a suffi-
cient volume of legal-tender money to which prices, credits, and
trade had adjusted themselves. Thus he said:

The national banking system was intended, while not invading the rights of the
States nor damaging private interests, to furnish the people with a permanent paper
circulation. The United States notes were intended to meet a temporary emergency,
and to be retired when the emergency had passed. * = * The rodnctgon of legal-
tender notes conld probably be increased from four millions per month, as con-
templated by the act of April 12, 1866, to six millions per month for the present
fiscal year, and to ten millions per mouth thereafter, without preventing a steady
conversion of the interest-bearing notes into bonds or injurionsly affecting legiti-
mate busi.nm.

After a careful survey af the whole jield, the Seeretary is of the opinion that

1 ts may be v ! aind ought to be resumed as early as the first day wly,
1868, while he indulges the ho?» that such will be the character of futurs la-
tion and such' the condition of onr productive indunstry that this most desirable
| event may be brought aboat at a still earlier day.

I submit to gentlemen whether in the light of intervening ex-
perience these propositions do not savor more of midsummer m
than of statesmanship, especially of such statesmanship as should
have presided over the finances of a nation just recovering from the
shock of a t protracted and exhansting war. Mr. McCulloch
bad been called from the presidency of a bank to the Comptroller-
ship of the Currency, and thence transferred to the Secretaryship.
His mind was imbued with the formulas proclaimed by those Brit-

what they call “a science based upon assnmptions,” which, in de-
fiance of sound reason, of the experience of ce, and the condi-
tions under which we have established equivaleney, assumes that
paper money under all circumstances expels coin, and that, if the
paper be withdrawn from cireulation, gold will flow in and fil the
vacuum, whether the people of the country whose paper money is
retired have or have not anything with which to purchase coin.
His counselors were the officers of national banks and the repre-
sentatives of the great foreign dealers in Government loans; and,
discontented with the slow process of refiring $4,000,000 of green-
backs a month, he would]increase the amount to be retired to
$6,000,000 per month for the then fiscal year, and to $10,000,000
per month thereafter. But meanwhile experience, harsh and im-
pressive, was teaching the people, and the logic of events bringing
the entire body of the producing classes of the eountry, as contradis-
tilng_uished from dealers in funds and credit, to quite another con-
clusion. :

$4,000,000 & month thereafter, he had, as he told us, directed his atten-
tion to the conversion of interest-bearing legal-tender obligations into
5.20 bonds. How terribly successful ha%:dgl‘meu in this branch of his
destructive scheme of contraction is shown in the following extract
from his annual report of November 30, 1867 : :

Since the 1st day of Septemmber, 1865, the temporary loans, the certificates of
indebtedness, and 5 per cent. notes have all been gd. {with the exception of
small amounts of each not presented for payment; compound-interest notes
have been reduced from $217,024,160 to §71,875,040, ($11,560,000 having been taken
up with 3 per cent. certificates ;) the seven and three-tenths notes from $330,000,000
to §317,978,800 ; the United States notes, including fractional currency, from $439,-
505,311.51 to §387,871,477.39, while tho cash in the Treasury has been increased from
§R8,218,055.13 to $133,998 308,02, and the funded debt has been increased 8686.534,800.

EFFECTS OF CONTRACTION.

This rapid contraction of legal-tender money and increase of the
bonded debt had produced most depressing effects npon production
and trade, and from all parts of the eountry eame potential voices
demanding the repeal ofp the law anthorizing it, and the abandon-
ment of the work of contraction. ;

Speaking on the subject on the 18th of Jannary, 1865, I said :

r able to yield profit to their proprietor, stand
idle; the fires are e ished in and furnace, and the z-mill does not
send forth its hum of cheerful and profitable industry. On one day of last month
eighteen bundred operatives in the factories of Pittsburgh were deprived of
the poor %ﬂlﬁgﬁ of earning wages by honest toil at the trade in which they were
aklﬂod. & establishments in which they worked are closed. In the absence of
pmdnctiva’ employment for wnen or machinery ittht?h small h:‘}dm of bonds s;m al:g.
mgthem save themselves from bankru A ey are L] etors of es -
lishments, or to feed themselves and hmim in invqiuntm-y lm; if were
laborers whose hard-earned savings had been loaned to the Government in its exi-
gency. Look where we may, to any section of the country, we hear of *“shrink-
age’ in the valne of man tured , of redustion of wages or of the hours
labor, of fattories running on time, or closed, or to be closed.

Lest my statement should be re as exaggerated, I cited the
following extract from a speech then recently made in the Senate by
Mr. MorRILL, of Vermont:

Look at the industries that are at the {rmnt moment unusually depressed. Take,
for instance, the entire woolen interest. There is not an estab t thatis not
losing money Mtxin Take the wool-grower ; not a pound of wool raised last year
that will bring wi ten cents per d of its cost. ‘Take the cotton interest:
the whole e of manufactures are in no better circumstances. Look at the valus
of their stocks ; forinsl:nu?i.mkn the Bates manufacturing stock of Maine, worth
two :ﬁo!ﬁo cents on the dollar; now thers are more sellers than buyers at
100. Taka the T,yman Mills on the Connectiont, worth two years “go 08 to 100, naw
solling at 69 or less; and so I might go on almost through the who'le list. They all
suffer. Take the West—Ohio, 5;. or Town ; look at their hog crop. Why, if
they had given away all their hogs, or if they had slaughtered them a yumnnd
thrown them away, would have been be{m off . They have a taly
lost their hog WE by ing ont grain to them which unfed wounld have brought
more than all their pork.

The sad effeets thus portrayed werenot the results of the retirement

of greenbacks alone; for, as the Secretary told us, he had in the ab-

ish economists who, disregarding the indunctive system, have founded

Restricted to the retirement of $10,000,000 in six months, and
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sence of power to retire more of them directed his attention to the
mtiremeng of interest-bearing legal-tender notes by converting them
into 5.20 bonds. i ;

The official experience of the Secretary during the preceding year
would have admonished most men, if not of their ignorance, at least:
of the possible fallibility of their judgment in matters of trade and
finance. His estimates of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal
year to end the 30th of June, 1866, predicted that the expenditures
in that year would exceed the receipts $112,194,947, whereas the re-
ceipts exceeded his estimates $89,905,905, and the expenditures fell
short of his estimates $200,529,235, go that in a matter including re-
ceipts and expenditures of sns,eéa,tm the Secretary bad been mis-
taken to the extent of $402,630,087. The very magnitude of his
mistake seems, however, as I have just shown, to have inspired him
with new co ¢ in the work of impoverishing his conntrymen, and
led him to assert officially his belief that “ the entire debt can be paid
by the generation that created it.” L

It would be worse than superfluous to produce further proof that
the pretended bullionists from 1865 to 1869 suggested no other means
of bringing about resumption than by abolishing all forms of legal-
tender paper-money and substituting therefor bank-notes which
should promise payment in gold—a promise which would not and
could not be kept. But before quitting Mr. McCulloch’s reports let
me invite attention to'two additional extracts. f

MR, M'CULLOCH'S INCOMPETENCE AND MENDACITY.

The bullionist press, here and in other lands, without a dissenting
voice, ascribe all the evils of the times to overproduetion consequent
npon an inflafion of the curreney, and no one among them has pro-
elaimed this theory with louder voice or more persistent iteration
than Hugh MeCulloch. Yet in 1866, when everybody that would
work could get work, with wages paid promptly, he and his followers
were lond and incessant in their denunciation of that alleged infla-
tion which they said had, by artificially raising priees, rendered pro-
duetion impossible and ruined the working classes. This is what he
said on the subject in his annual report of ber 3, 1866 :

The that prevent ship-building tend to prevent the building of houses
and even of manufactories. So high are prices of every description that men hesi-
tate to build dwellings as fast as e:im regir«:l. and thus rents arc so advanced
as to be oppressive to lessees, and the healthy growth of towns and cities is re-
tarded. it is in re to manufactories. ~ Mills which were built before the
war ean be run profitably, but o expensive are labor and materials that new mills
cannot be erected and put into operation with any prospect of fair returns upon
thoinvest:mn:’ unless uipon the expectation that taxes remain as they aroand
pricea be s ed if they are not advanced. The same canses are injurio
affecting agriculture and other interests which it is not necessary to cularize.
Ttis here observed that existing high p are not only oppressing the
masses of the people but are seriously checking the develrpment, growth, and
prosperity of the country.

This “ chunk of wisdom” was given to the public at the close of
1866 and on the threshold of 1867, and o practical comment upon it is
found in the fact that the average number of buildings erected in
Philadelphia in those years was 3,136, while in 1878, though our
ponulation had increased by 225,000 and our paper money was sub-
stantially at par and resumption had been assured, the number was
but 2,904.

The other and closing extract from Mr. MeCulloch’s reports is from
that of December 1, 1 Let me read it:

The lan £ one of the greatest men of modern times, so often, but not too
often, umc;mnntooMnginitadeacﬁpﬁmdtheinjmﬂmmdtheeﬁhot

an inu?nvarﬁble
classes of mankind none has

currency :
“Of all the contrivances for chea: the laboring

‘been tore effectual than that which delndes them with paper money. Ordinary
tyranny, atﬁgmadnn, excessive taxation—these bear lightly on the ha;&i:m of the
mass of community compared with a frandulent eurrency and robberies
committed by depreciated paper. Our own history bas recorded for our instrue-
tion enough, and more than enough, of the demoralizing tendency, the injustice,
and the intolerable ression on the virtnous and well dlspns«{ of a d

PAPET CUTTeNCY mtbgiged or in any way countenanced by the Government.”

That a Secretary of the Treasury should in an official report quote,
in support of the issue of bank-notes, the oft-repeated and always per-

verted denunciation by Mr. Webster of bank-notes is a stretch of men-
dacity and effrontery of which I had not believed even Hugh McCul-

loch capable. He must have known that the denunciations of Mr.
Webster were not hurled at paper money proper, but inst bank-
Dauring Mr. Webster’s life

notes which %:bmmised redemption in coin.
the people of the United States had never used legal-tender paper
money, for none had then been issned by the Government, but the
phrase paper money had by usage been delusively applied to notes
issued by corporate banks, all of which promised payment on demand
in coin, but which promise was broken whenever the course of our
foreign trade or other exigency created a large demand for coin.

The history of this system of currency from 1804 to 1865 may be thus
summed up: the inflation of prices by the excessive issue of loans and
bank-notes speedxnlg' followed by forced contraction of the volume of
both, suspension of specie payments, the collapse of produetion and

and the ruin of the laboring and debtor classes ; and I repeat the
assertion that Mr. Webster could not have allnded to paper money
which had, as have our backs, been declared to bea tender
in payment of debt. I thank him with my whole heart for his grand
utterance against the infernal contrivance for cheating the laboring
classes known as bank-notes, which in his time were commonly spoken
of as paper money. Before our people were forced by the exigencies
of war to recognize the beneficent power of legal-tender paper money,

to avert the ever-recurring crises, the effect of which Mr. Webster so
eloquently denounced, our history had recorded for our insfruction
enough and more than enough of the demoralizing tendency, the
injustice,and the intolerable oppression of virtuous and well-disposed
pqodple by a degraded paper eurrency issued by banks to justify all he
said. That this denunciation of bank paper should be cited by a Sec-
retary of the Treasury in sugpori: of an argnment for the retirement
of legal-tender money in order to create a necessity for the use of
bank-notes, which Mr. Webster declared to be worse than “ ordi-
nary tyranny, oppression, and excessive taxation,” illustrates either
the ignorance of Mr. McCunlloch or his consummate wickedness in
thus attempting to delude his conntrymen.

’ GERANT'S EARLY POLICY.

The retirement of Mr. McCulloch from the Secretaryship on the -
4th of March, 1869, brought a certain measure of relief to the people,
The Treasury of the United States was no longer, they hoped, to be
the virulent assailant of the value of the only money accessible to
them, and the constant disturber of its volume, and they were con-
sequently to be relieved for the time of the comstant apprehen-
sion that overshadowed them, that the legal-tender character of that
money might be withdrawn. President Grant was inangurated March
4, 1869, and in his first message to Congress, while alluding te an irre-
deemuble currency as an evil, he said :

It aiﬁ.ai a dm.? and one ol‘ftm.ghest duties v:lo govtag:g&imt to secure to the citizens
o medium of exchange o unv; ue. it
basis, and no substitute for it can gzydlgmdg I .nouﬁmﬁzm?o?ﬁ%
reached at the earliest ticable moment consistent with a fair regard to the in-
terests of the debt Ii diate 1 ption, if practicable, would not be de-
sirable. It would m;f:: the debtor class to pay beyond their contracts the premium
on&o‘id at the date of r purchase, and would bring bankruptoy and ruin to thow.-
sands.

He did not recommend further contraction or support the reduction
of the volume of money in circulation by hoarding it in the Treasury.
The nbacks received by the Administration in excess of the de-
mands for cnrrent expenditures wereput into circulation through the
F“mhm of interest-bearingbonds. Goldreceivedinexcessof demands

or interest was sold at the current premium of the Eny. The green-
backs received for gold were again applied to the further purchase of
bonds; se that dnnnE the eight years of Grant’s administration the
moneﬂ received by the Administration was returned to circulation
and the interest-bearing debt of the nation was reduced $410,000,000.
To this extent at least the financial policy of President Grant's ad-
ministration relieved the people.

In his m of December 1, 1873, after the failare of the national
banks of New York, he said : f

My own judgmentis, * * * thata specie basis t be hed and main-
tained until our exports, exclusive of gold, pay for our imports, interest due abroad,

and other specie obligations, or so nearly as to leave an reciable accumulation
of thn_pmious mamlf in the :wuntry h'gl:a the prodnetamnr mines.

To increase our experts, sufficient currency is required to all the industries.
of the country amplogad. Without this, nst!ymalm well as vidual bankruptey
must ensue. * Elasticity to our circulating medinm, therefore, and just

enough of it to transact the legitimate business of thﬂcount%mﬂ to keep all in-
di cmployed, is what is most to be desired, * * = experience of the
mmmpmmm«mqmw.wuuammm
Um%mmwhﬂcwbmdsm sually in times of such trials,
currency has me worthless, or §0 much depreciated in valus as to inflate the values
of all the necessaries of life as compared with the currency. Every one ing it
angious to of it on any terme. Now we witness the reverse. Hi aof
e hoard it as they did infnmermwimouqfaﬁhﬂa&cm
In view of the great contraction hntakangm in the currency, and
the comparative contraction continuously going on, due to the increase of popula-
tion, i of fact Immdnﬂthoindnatdes,ldombenweﬂlmlgm
much of it now for the dullest peried of the year. = * * During the last three
years the currency contracted, directly, by the withdrawal of 3 per cent.
certificates, compound-interest notes, and 7.30 bonds outstanding on the 4th of
March, 1869, all of which took the place of legal-tenders in the bank reserves to the
extent of $63,000,000.

Daring the same })eriotl there has been a much larger contraction of the cur-
rency. Tho anum on of the conntry has largely increased. More than twenty-
five miles of ra have been built, requiring the active nse of capital

to te them. Millions of acres of land have been open to cultivation niring
tal to move the prodocts. Manufactories have multiplied beyomn

prece-
dent in the jod of ti uiring ital kly for th of wages
@0 for the prchase f material; and probably the largest of all comparative Son-
traction arises from the organizing of labor in the . Now every laborer
there receives his w and for the want of savings-banks, the greater part of
soch wages is carried gﬂm pocket or hoarded until required for use.

Theso are thrown out for your consideration, without
mendation they shall be adopted literally, but hoping that the
may be arrived at to secure such an elasticity of
ployed all the industries of the country.

Nothinf counld well have been more emphatic than this, and the
P have italicised harmonizes with Mr. Webster'’s denunecia~
tion of the effect of dependence for currency upon the lying
of banks to pay coin on demand. It was while he held
opinions that President Grant, in compliance with the urgent request
of the bankers and merchants of New York, resuscitated the broken
National Banks of that city by ordering Secretary Richardson to issue,
for the purchase of bon 000, of the §44,000,000 of green-
backs Mr. MeCulloch had retired. 'I‘hoy had suspended payment of
their notes with greenbacks,and this action of the President enabled
them to resume, not specie payments, but greenback payments,

GRANT'S BUPDEN COXVERSION—SECEETARIES BRIBSTOW AND MORRILL.

But as President Grant’s second term drew toward the close, his
opinions on the money question appeared to un asndden change,
and in his message of April 22, 1574, vetoing “an act to fix the amount.

recom-
method
the currency as will keep em-

romises
Jjust
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of United States notes and the circulation of national banks, and for
other purposes,” he said :

1 am not a believer in any artificial method of making paper money equal to coin
whmt!{::eoinlamtow-n whdﬂm&;mmdeg%:hn?wmpg:twpa
on thing more than ! pay, an e exactly in propo
i thaoynmount of coin that it can be converted into. While coin is not nsed as a
cirenlating medium, or the currency of the country is not convertible into itat
par, it becomes an article of commerce as much as any other net. The sur-
lus will seek a foreign market, as will any other surplns. e balance of trade

nothing to do with the question.

Theneeforth President Grant’s annual messages and the reports of
his Secretaries of the Treasury transmitted therewith were as men-
acing to the productive interests of the country and as destructive of
confidence as had been those of President Johnson and Mr. MeCulloch.
The following extracts from the reports of successive Secretaries will
show that they, too, believed that absolute retirement of the green-
back was essential to the resumption and maintenance of specie pay-
ments. In his report of December 6, 1875, Secretary Bristow said:

The existin ision of law making United States notes a legal tender for all
debts, both public and private, with exceptions relating to transactions with
Govemmmg, is an ficial barrier to the use 1d and silver, tending not only
to prevent the flow of goldtowwﬂthismutq.bn pr ing the ship t abroac
of oar own production of the i t For this reason Congress should
abolish the legal-tender of the notes as to all contracts made and liabilities
arising after a fixed day. The 1st day of January, 1879, being already fixed by law
a4 the time when the redemption of United States notes then outstanding shall
begin, it be proper and safe to provide that such notes shall not be legal
tender for contracts w or labilitics {ncurred after the 1st day of January, 1577,
Such an act wonld not too saddenly change the value of the notes, and would pot
affect h:.jhurionaly either debtors or creditors, but wenld remove a present obstrue-
tion to the retention of our gold and silver production, and create a demand for
the return of gold now abuﬁ,
cotintry for it.

In furtherance of the purpose of the act of the last Con,
resumption of slpmie payments, the Secretary recommends that anthority be given
[or funding of legal- notes into bonds bearing a low rate of interest. Such
bonds should run for a longer period of time than those now anthorized for refund.
ing the interest-bearing debt, and should be made available to national banks for
deposit to secure their circulation and other liabilities to the Government, and
shounld bear a rate of interest so low as not to canse too rapid absorption of the
notes, Itseems probable that a bond bearing interest at rate of 4 per cent.
would invite the of a sufficient amount of 1 tender notes to lessen mate-

the sum of gold which, in the absence of such provision, must be accumu-

in the Treasury by the 1st of Janunary, 1879, to mn'{ont the imperative re-

uirements of the act of Jannary 14, 1875. If it be apprehended that anthority to

to fund an unlimited amount of notes t lead to too sudden con-

carrency, could limit the amount to be funded in any given

fod of time. The process in no sense com as to the holders of

nited States notes, and the rate of interest on the bonds g made low, it is not

robable that which could find profitable employment would be presented

For redemption in snch bonds. Only the excess of notes above the n of busi.

ness wounld seek such conversion. A.utlmﬂz to the Secretary of the Treasury to
i notes th by this

redeem and cancel two millions of legal-

on

thus promoting final resumption by preparing the

to provide for the

The lefal-tender (Lil::]it_‘f given to United States notes was intended to maintain
them in forced circulation at a time when their depreciation was inavitable. When
they are redeemable in coin this quality may either be withdrawn or retained with-
out affecting their use as eurrency in ordi times. Butall experience has shown
that there are periods when, under any system of paper money, however carefally
guarded, it is impracticable to maintzin actnal coin redemption.  Usunally, contracts
will be based upon current paper money, and it is just that, during 2 sudden panic
or an unreasonable demand for eoin, the creditor aﬁould not be allowed to demand
payment inother than the enrrency upon which the debt was contracted. To meet
this contingency, it would seem to be ri:éht to maintain the legal-tender quality of
the United States notes. If they are not at par with coin it isthe fault of the Gov-
ernment and not of the debtor, or, rather, it is the resalt of unforeseen stringency
not contemplated by the contracting parties.

In establishing & system of paper money desigoned to be permanent, it must be
remembered that heretoforo no expedient has been devised, either in this or other
countries that, in times of panic or adverse trade, has prevented the drain and ex-
haustion of coin reserves, however large or carefully guarded. Hrery such system

must provide for o suspension of specic payment. Laws may forbid or lﬁnom such
a contingency, but it ywill come ; :mdwﬁgn it i t be resisted, but should

it T 1,
be acknowledged and declared, to prevent unnecessary sacrifice and rnin. In our

free Government the power to make this declaration will not be willingly intrunsted
to individuals, but should be determined by events and conditions known to all.

In his report presented at the opening of this session, there ie noth-
ing inconsiskent with the foregoing statement of opinion. It eontains
a handsomey bit of special pleading in favor of the maintenance of
bank-notes, but this paper is of so recent date that its su tions
must be fresh in the memories of tlemen, and need not refore
be cited. I may, however, in passing, remark that it offers no sugges-
tion in favor of bank-notes that is not answered by asking the ques-
tion, “ Is net that equally true of the greenback?”

SUSPENEION OF PAYMENTS INEVITABLE USDER ANY SYSTEM OF CONVERTIBILITY.

Before leavimg this branch of my subject, I must briefly consider the
foregoing extract from the report of the Secretary. His predecessors
had insisted that the greenback was a temporary expedient and that
the people were to look to national bank-notes for their permanent
Eaper circulation. But Secretary Sherman, having been instructed’

y the course of events, recognizes the fact that the nback can-
not be retired. He thinks the best currency wounld be a carefully
limited amount of United States notes premptly redecmable on presenta-
tion in coin, supplemented by a system of national-bank notes, a con-
dition of things which he frankly admits cannot be maintained. He
also recognizes the fact that interest is saved on so much of the pub-
lie debt as can be kept in cireulation ; but when speaking of green-
backs he says:

‘When they are redeemable i
withdrawn uo’; retained withou:n nm.nt:i?h nalll.istg' ;fmﬁgmm%x

And yet, as you have heard, he says in this very connection:

In establishing a system o r designed T
2 “’.thax:gm}"mmmpag:ntjm' has e

would-greatly facilitate redemption at the time now ﬂ:e%t;y law, and besides would
have the advantage of publicity as to the exact amount to be withdrawn in any
Bonds issued for this should be of

given month. the denomination of fifty
and one hundred dollars, and any m thereof, in order to meet the convenience
of all classes of hoLdmorE’Un.t{ml S notes, The faith of the Government now

mmwﬁmmmmamm January, 1879, and to the 1
v ‘?’ T JSrom the currency of the guntry the m&‘ftn::
Jast az shall be p ted jor redemption, according to the provisions of the act of
Joenuwary 14, 1875, .

And his successer, Secretary Morrill, in his report of December 4,
1876, declared himself in favor of the extinction of the gréenback in
the following vigorous phraseology :

Restoration of the constitutional standard of values by resumption, and the ex-
tinction of irredeemable notes eurrent as money, and the enforcement of payment in
©oin on :{fthamﬁunnl—hnknnbeattuhﬁu the tof money, are
o alike

(ool o il Corombent 2 1t Wizl vt e eyl
e . - ® ®

mmmlymwnummdsr.mgnﬁedunmbnﬁtuﬁafmm?mey.mm anomaly

inmrmeh‘?mwhrdﬂemd only in the exigencies of civil war,

‘the offspring of its perils and limited to neoeauitl:n. To allow their continuance,

as such, after the canse which justified their existence has ceased, is to violate the

conditions of their ince and to sanction what was only tolerable as a necessisy

stamp of legitimacy. ;

BECRETARIES BOUTWELL AND SHERMAN.

Secretary Boutwell was opposed to the policy of contraction, and
devoted his efferts to the reduction of the pubul{o debt by the means
to which I have a.lmad{ alluded ; and Secretary Sherman has, what-
ever may be thought of his funding méasures, recoimzed the impol-
icy as well as the impossibility of extinguishing the greenback by
“ cremation ” or otherwise. But in the contest between bank-nofes
and the money of the people he is for the banks and against the
ple, and while he does not advocate the proposition he is not
to commit himself against the r:geal of tggaiagal-mder clause of
the law which would extinguish the whole volume of nbacks at
one fell smroaﬁ.i But in admitting the im%;:ssihﬂihy of maintaining
the convertibility of a paper currency which promises to pay coin on
demand he is thoroughly frank. In his report of Decemg)er 3, 1877,
he expressed his opinion as follows:

The Secretary ventures to express the opinion that the best currency for the peo-
ple of the United States would be a ea y limited amount of United States notes,
redeemable on presentation, in coin, and su ample reserves of

coin, and pl by a sy of H Orga under eral
laws, free and open to :21 with power o issue circulating netes secured b‘y‘[?nnjted
States bonds deposited with the Government, and redeemable on demand in United
States notes or coin. Such a system will secure to the peop

equal value in all parts of the country, receivable for all dues, and easily convert-
ible into coin. Inmmmﬂlhu beu\;mamf _tbepnhliod;&smmbe
con’ permanen to_national banks the
proper business of such corporations, roviding currency ?m- the varying ck

the ebb mm‘é’}m.. £ ? i

t in times nic or adverse trade,
}:?nt' reserves, gm'g:w large or mrqfuﬁmrded. Every such system mm
butn:tm aom,-o{m&:nitooma 9 Wi ki i
and deelared, to prevent unnecessary sacrifice and rwin. - "
Let us consider the effect of depriving greenbaeks of the quality of
legal tender during a period in which “they are redeemable in eofn.”’
From the day of that repeal they would cease to be money; they
would pass by sufferance only, and upon being refused by banks or
creditors would rapidly depreciate and avm'ygbank in the country
would therefore refuse to receive them. It would be to the interest
of banks and bankers to discredit them in order to create a vacuum
in the circulation into which bank-notes might flow ; and when the
inevitable suspension of specie payments should come—as come it
must in every nation that conducts its business with paper promisin
redemption in coin—what wounld be the condition of the country
There would be no power, say thoss who deny the constitutionality
of legal-tender paper money, to restore that quality to the
note or %peenbnc . There would be no coin, for the fact of nsion
would show that our supply had been drained from us; and only
circnlnﬁn%::nedium left to the country would be the depreciated notes
of broken banks, dependence on which Mr, Webster denounced with
such just and terrible denunciation. We would then find ourselves in
the condition in which our fathers found themselves in 180910, when
the banks the New England States had chartered in 180456 failed.
The Government and the people would be borrowing and paying inter-
est for the use of the depreciated paper of broken banks as they did
throughout the war of 1812,and for years thereafter; as they did
when the banks suspended on May 11,1837, and, after a brief resump-
tion, again on October 9, 1839 ; and, after a resumption which lasted
for twenty-two days, again on February 6, 1841; and as the people
did again, after a resumption which had continued for more than ﬁpva
years, on September 26, 1857; and, after another brief resumption
againgon November 2315}:0 ; and again, after a few months of parti
resumption, when the banks finally suspended on December 30, 1861.
Who, in view of this array of facts, will taniper with the legal-
tender clause of the back? It is essential to the defense and
preservation of the rights and interests of the people, and if stricken
out, who can resuscitate them when the National Banks shall

ain
fail, as those of New York did in 18737 By what power ean it be done
as President Grant did it by the reissue of $26, of the$44,000,000

owb“h which McCulloch had been empowered to retire, but
had happily not been permitted to burn and destroy ! ;
Secretary Sherman is right in saying that periods of suspension are

inevitable under every system of palper money or currency which
promises general redemption in coin. They are inherent in a system of
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currency which promises coin redemption of any form of currene;
issued by corporations who lend on risk, and often at imordinate
illegal rates of interest, money deposited with them for safe- 3
To avoid the destructive alternations between the expansion of
credit and contraction consequent upon the suspension of the payment
of money, we must maintain an inexportable currency, which shall
throughout the length and breadth of our broad land be legal ten-
der in liquidation of debt. Ip trade, men who desire to do so can
barter their commodities for that one called gold, and can settle for-
eign balances with it in bullion, or coin for conversion into bullion,
and thence into foreign coin.

BANK-NOTES OR THE RAG-BABY—WHICH |

‘Why, then, shall we complicate our paper money with a system of
bauk promises, the keeping of which promises is utterly inconsistent
with inherent qualities of the institutions whigh are to issue them?
If ever the legal-tender quality shall be taken from the greenback,
a crisis will come as much grander than Mr. Webster could have
seen as the extent of our country, the increase of population, and
the marvelously developed activities of trade will be in relation to
the condition of the country thirty years ago and prior thereto. The
“Rag-Baby” carried us through the war eqtﬂppogflgm d, and
paid our armies, gave us a navy, stimulated all the industries of
the country, connected its two coasts by railroads, and thus ce-
mented the Pacific to the Atlantic and averted a further threatened
dismemberment of the Union; and, but for the treacherous hostility
of bankers and the administration of which Hugh McCulloch was &
member, would have been the pacificator of the restored Union. If
there was any excess of money above the demands of the produnctive
industries of the North it would have flowed into the South which had
no cirenlating medinm of any kind, carried with it the enterprise and
skill of the North, reconstructed the homes, cotton-gins, sugar-houses,
refenced the fields, supplied the people with agricultural implements
and stock as it had supplied the Government with arms, munitions
and vessels 6f war; it wounld have given wages to the freedman and
the poor white, and every treasury note, certificate of indebtedness,
orevidence of credit of any kind, interest on which was payable by the
Government, of which one of these possessed himself, would have been
a new bond of Union, for where the treasure is, there will the heart
bealso; and the holding of the vastnational debt by our own people,in
the form of currency or interest-bearing paper, wonld have teed
the loyalty of American citizens, as the possession of the debt of their
country does that of the French, and the fund-holding portion of the

ple of Great Britain. If the legal-tender clause in the law author-
izing the issue of the greenback shall ever be ed, I trust that it
will be after my eyes shall have closed in death, that they may not
behold the misery which that rash aet must inevitably entail upon
my countrymen.

One other thought and I shall have done with this branch of my
subject. The friends of a system of coin ents by the Government
coincidently with an expanded system o; bnntlzsmmmea to pay coin, in
each of the papers from which I have submitted extracts, say that the
national banks were intended to afford a permanent system of paper
money. Do they and the people see what this assumption involves?
A permanent, ever-enduring system of currency based upon what?
The national debt. Isthat consuming debt to be ever-enduring? Did
Mr. McCulloeh, who asserted that it could and should be paid by
the generation that contracted it, believe that a eurrency based upon
a debt to be so promptly extinguished was to endure forever? Or
did he know that when the debt was paid his coun en must, if
the greenback had been “cremated” or its legal-tender quality de-
stroyed, abandon the use of a paper circulation or resort to that
species of bastard and lying paper money which Daniel Webster had
so truthfully and terribly denounced? To withdraw the national
paper money on the ‘theory that it will be succeeded by a system of
nog protected by the deposit of Government bonds as are national
bank-notes, and that that will be permanent, is to teach the peo-

le that they are bound forever to the nation’s creditors, foreign and
Sumaat.io, and to give inducements to those creditors to involve
‘us in all forms of expendifures, even though it be at the cost of war
in order to maintain their monopoly of the Government’s highest
prerogative—that of declaring what shall be money and supplying

the people with an adequate medium of exchange.

examined the methods by which the friends of an excln-
sive currency under the guise of bullionists pro to bring
about a resnmption of specie payments, and presen some of the
criminally deceptive arguments by which they sought to, and possi-
bly have, deluded fhe %iople, let me pause to say, that if there be
those who would exclu m the

gold, or silver, or either of them,

lawinl money of the country, I am not and never have been of the
number. What I oppose is, that our paper circulation shall be based
thereon, and promise to perform the impossible thing of maintaining
convertibility into coin. For many years past I have been an ardent
believer in the French system of finance, which avails itself of all
these moneys, and under which when constrained by exigency, whether
of war or commerce, the t authorizes a suspension of specie
payments and an un issue of paper, it never forces resumption, or
indeed permits it, until by a favorable balance of trade the

is of metallic francs enough to take the place of each paper
one withdrawn. By the flexibility and the entire adequacy &a the
volume of ifs currency thus secured, and these wise means of prevent-

ing the contraction of a volume of it actively and profitably em-
ployed, it prevents those financial crises which hnve%een the bane
;)E merchants st:l:g mmm, and which hfa‘i?) at bélﬁegt
tervals characterized history of this country from to1l
when the Government first issned legal-tender paper money. ;

But while thus desiring the free circulation of gold and silver as’
coin, or in bars with weight and fineness stamped upon them by the
Mint, I have protested, and do protest, against making the honor of
the Treasury notes of the Government, which have been declared a
legal tender, depend upon their conversion on demand into metallic
money ; and I aver that the equivalency now existing between onr
paper and metallic money is not due to the fact that the Treasury of
the United States holds the relatively small amount of coin now in
its possession, and will in compliance with the provisions of the law
convert Treasury notes in sums of not less than 850 at the counter
of one office within the limits of the country. From the resumption
of specie payments proposed by Mr. MecCulloch and his successors,
this device is a beneficent change; and the eqnilibrium between our
three kinds of money has been bronght.about by the adoption of the
theory maintained by the House of Representatives of the Thirty-sev-
enth Congress, which was so ably expounded and defended by its great
leader, Thaddeus Stevens, to the effect that if the Government would
receive its own legal-tender paper for all dues, the paper could not
depreciate while tﬁe law should provide that any surpﬁ:a remaining
in the hands of persons or corporations could be converted into an
interest-bearing bond of the Government.

Had the notes from the first been given this quality of universal
acceptability, there would have been no demand for gold, except as
a commodity for the jeweler, tg:folﬂmaater, the dentist, or for ex-
port as bullion in settlement of e balances. That the premium on
gold was the result of the creation of an artificial demand for coin,
which was produced by the Senate provision in the bill of the House,
that the interest on the bonds must be paid in coin, and that to obtain
the coin with which to pay it, duties on customs must be collected in
coin, that ereated the gold-room and robbed the industry and enter-

rise of the country of the hundreds of millions of dollars sucked
m them by the vampires that swarmed in that room daily for so
many years, there can be no doubt. France in 1848 and again within
the present decade, by msku]:]g’ the Bank of France note a full and
unlimited legal tender for all debts both publie and private, abun-
dantly illustrates the trnth of this propesition. But we need not leave
our own country for a demonstration as absolute as history can fur-
nish of any fact.

Since the 1st of January the Government has acted on the advice
of Thaddeuns Stevens and applied the theories of the believers in the
value of a national and inexportable eurrency, which wonld, let com-
mercial revulsions and wars ereate what necessities they might for
the commodities known as gold and silver, remain at home to serve
the people for whom it was ordained. Since that day any citizen of the
United States who conld gather together $50 of green has been
at li to present them at the subtreasury in New York and re-

F

ceive gold for them ; and the experience of the'I'roasu.rgal;:a been that _

it steadily reeeives more gold n it paid out, which proves not
only the confidence of the people in the credit and faith of their Gov-
ernment and country but that they prefer national paper money-to
gold or silver coin.

PREDICTIONS AXD THEIR FULFILLMEXT.

Contemplating the cendition of the country, the prostrate condi-
tion of the South, the great volume of our dei:t-, so much of which
was legal tender for actual circulation, and so much more legal ten-
der in o degree, qualified as in the case of compound-interest notes
by the provision that they should be legal tender for their face value
only and not for interest, and other forms of the debt which were legal
tender so far that they might be held by the banks as part of their
reserve, whereby they were able to keep the whole volume of bank-
notes and {aalm in circulation, together with the heavy annual
balance of trade against us, I saw the impossibility of accumunlating
a sufficient volnme of coin to maintain the convertibility of this ex-
traordi volume of paper money. It wasin mf judgment not only
improbable that we could do it, but impossible. The only other
alternative was that which the bnllionist an pretended bullionist, who
sought to establish the circulation of bank-notes to the exclusion of
all other forms of paper, proposed—to contract this volume ; not only
to contract it, but absolutely to retire and extinguish it, as I have so
fully shown, although prices throughout our country had adjusted
themselves to its volume, and it was actively, legitimately, and profit-
ably employed in developing the resources of the country by the sub-
Jjection to settlement and enltivation of our nnoceupied land by the aid
of an annunal immigration of nearly half a million of foreigners, by the
creation of villages, towns, cities, and the binding together of all parts
of our counfry by improved means of transportation, and by so devel-
opi.lﬁthe ameltmsand fabrication of onrminerals, the improvement of
our sheep Iy ry and of our manufacturing processes as to qualify
us for entering at an early day into competition with the world in the

sale of man s;andldobutgm hrase a iction I
made on this floor on the 3d of January, 1867, by ehan the tense
from the future to the , when I say the t been a

failure, but not a ess one. It has been fatal to the r})r;:gects
of a muljnotity of the business men of this generation, and strip the
frugal laboring people of the country of the hard-earned sums they
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had deposited in savings-banks or invested in Government securities.
It has made money scarce and employment uncertain. Ifs object was
to reduce the.amount of that which fn evamart of our country
(for the hundreds of thousands of millionsof do obannual domestic
#rade) was money, and to increase the purchasing power of that which
should not be canceled or burned ; and by this process it has unsettled
values, paralyzed trade, Bunpﬁmfed roduetion, and deprived indus-
trious laborers of employment. It has made the money of the rich
man more valuable, and degrived the poor man of his entire capital,
the value of his labor, by depriving him of employment. Its first
effect was to inerease the rate of interest and diminish the rate of
wages, and its ultimate effect, widespread bankruptey, leaving before
us the certainty of a more protracted suspension of specie payments
if the greenback shall be retired or its legal-tenderquality withdrawn.

Just here I beg leave to make a brief but what I think will be an
instructive digression. In the course of my prediction I said that
the first effect of resumption by contraction wonld be to increase the
rate of interest and decrease the rate of wages. In 186566, as I have
shown, business was on o cash basis. Few business men were bor-
rowing money for any purpose; the rate of interest was low; and
there was employment at 1i w for everybody who could and
would work. My venerable friend, Henry C. Carey, and I during the
month of Angust, 1873, visited the Northwest. In the course of our
travels we noticed the fact that savings-banks in Pittsburgh were
publicly oftering 7 per cent. for deposits, and we were assured by
reputable business men connected with some of those institutions
that they were privately paying higher rates. We had already
learned that 8 per cent., was being offered by such institutions in
Chicago, and had heard that higher rates were paid. We did not
hesitate to predict a speedily coming financial crisis, and a prominent
banker of Chicago in response to our predictions asked why we had
come among them as prophets of evil in the midst of such abound-
ing evidences of present and prospective prosperity. To which Mr.
Carey replied by asking ““at what rates of interest savings-banks must
be lending money when they could undertake to pay 8 or 10 per cent.
for deposits?” That conversation occurred on the 18th of Angust, in
one of the parlors of the Grand Hotel. When we returned to Philadel-
phiawefound that the acceptances of merchants of excellent standing
and of the leadingg:rans rtation companies whose offices were in the
city, were being hawked upon the market at the rate of 12, 15 or 18
per cent. per annum, and that much paper was paying at the rate of
24 per cent. As the money of the country had ll)een withdrawn men
who were engs.%ed in enterprises must borrow credit, and in desperate
efforts to struggle against fate after our contraction poliey had decreed
their ruin, were, in the hope of making a fortunate turn, and seeing
bankruptey before them if they could not make such a turn, borrow-
ing at any rate ; and precisely one month from the interview referred
to, on the 18th of September, the great house of Jay Cooke & Co. sus-
Eended. and in a few days thereafter the National Banks of New York

ity also closed their doors against their depositors whose checks they
were unable to pay either in greenbacks or their own notes, instead
of which they issued certificates of deposit which rapidly depreciated
to 94 or 95 per cent. in greenbacks. I do not of some of the
National Banks of that city, but of all of them; Er to save universal
wreck they pooled, not their issues which they were unable to redeem,
but their liabilities and assets. At that time embarrassed employers
were struggling everywhere to reduce the wages of those who served
them. I do not pretend that I had foreseen just the time that sucha
crigis would come, but that it must come as a consequence of the with-
drawal of the mom[a'y of the country, such as I have shown by extracts
from Becretary MeCulloch’s report of November 30, 1867, and General
Grant’s annual m of December 1, 1873 to have taken place.

But let me return from this digression and proceed to show b,

* reference to the condition of my immediate fellow-citizens whom
have the honor in part to represent, that all other points of my pre-
diction have been verified, and that I am now justified by resulis in
converting prediction into denunciation.

THE EFFECT OF CONTRACTION IN PHILADELPHIA.

The taxable value of the city of Philadelphia is carefully ascer-
tained every year, the taxes for each year being always assessed in
the preceding year by a board of carefully selected assessors, whose
returns are submitted to a board of tax revision, to which appeals from
assessments by property-owners are made; and as illustrative of the
effect of the resumption act which provided for the reduction of the
volume of greenbaeks to £300,000,000, conpled with the prevailing and
increasing doubt as to the ability of the Government and the banks
to accumulate specie enough to make a general resnmption of specie
payments possible with continued denunciations from the Treasury of
the legal-tender clause and appeals from bankers and doetrinaires to
Congress to re| it at an early day, let me state the experience of
the people of that city.

The assessment made of the real estate of the entire city in 1878,
upon which the taxation of 1879 should be based, shows that though
the foreign exports from that port had grown steadily from§29,879,911
in 1874 to $37,823,356 in 1877, and to §48,362,116 in 1878, the value of
the real estate had so shrunk as to be worth for taxable purposes
$12,463,620 less than it had been in 1574 ; the total appraised value
in 1874 having been §539,003,602, while in 1879 it is but $526,539,972.
‘What has caused this shrinkage in the value of Philadelphia? Have
its people been idle? Have they wasted their snbstance in riotons

living? Has a great conflagration desolated it? No; nor as I have
shown by the increase of its foreign commerce, has grass grown in
the streets or its wharves fallen to deecay. Let me show you what
their industry and enterprise did for the extension of the city and the
promotion of the comfort and health of its citizens during those ter-
rible five years in which we were preparing for resumption.

The number of buildings erected during those years, meluding
dwelling-houses, stores, storehouses, banks, factories, forges, fur-
naces, breweries, elevators, churches, halls, hospitals, hotels, school-
houses, &e., had been as follows: In 1874, 5,040; 1875, 5,234; 1876,
4,115; 1877, 4,818; 1878, 2,904 ; making a total of 22,111, of which
18,507 were dwelling-houses, 796 dwelling-houses including stores,
and the remainder, 2,508, were of the miscellaneous character em-
braced in the other designations.

But this is not all &e expenditure of capital and labor upon
buildings that is shown by the record of the building inspectors, for
during these same five years alterations and additions, ineluding the
erection of back buildings, bath-houses, kitchens, and the conver-
sion of the lower stories of dwellings into stores, &c., number 7,045.
Dauring these same five years old streets had been extended and new
streets opened and streets had been paved as follows :

|’Stmata Streets
opened. | paved.

Miles. Miles.
10.33 30,19
13.70 21.18
13.86 23. 40

843 14.52
.7 2. 61
54. 04 98. 94

But other aﬁencias for increasing the value of the city were at
work, and in those same five years the water and gas mains of the
city were extended as follows:

Gas-main.

The drainage of the city was improved and extended during those
years by the construction of main sewers, as follows:

Andagain fort.ho éonvenian-oe of the steadl.ly increasing population
(f)futhe city the Gas Trust had located and erected public lamps, as
ollows : )

In i?; ..................................................................... 445
Hdsanmsnccsossnnn B smnssmcncarisnrssanansesnsar T rantasanreasanandsnnas 824
1876. . s 620
In 1877..... aas 388
In1878..... 342
L B e R LS L et g T T

Thus it is shown, Mr. Speaker, that by the erection of 22,111 new
buildings, by the improvement and extension of 7,045 other build-
ings; by the opening of more than 54 miles of new streets and the
curbing, paving, and laying side-walks of 99 miles of street; by the
laying of 92} miles of gas-mains and the erection of 2,519 public lamps ;
by the addition of nearly 131 miles of water-mains and the construec-
tion of nearly 57 miles of main sewers, and the increase by about 70 per
cent. of the foreign commerece of the city, the value of Philndelpﬁra
has been reduced $13,000,000, and consequently that they who have
accomplished this work have not delved and wrought and builded for
themselves. No, sir, ruin has pursued, as an avenging demon, enter-
prise wherever it has engaged in productive business. He only has
profited by their toil who has wrap his talent in a napkin of un-
taxed Government bonds, and brought it forth for use only when the
productsof Iabor, energy, and enterprise were to besaerificed at sheriff’s
or other forced sale.

Estimating but five persons to each building, and leaving out of
account the enlargement of others, these industrious people havecre-
ated a watered, lighted, drained, and paved city, with more than one
hundred and ten thonsand inhabitants, with pubfic scheols for the ac-
commodation of the rising generation, but have added nothing to the
value of'their city and State.

Let us see what the immediate future promises them. This shrink-

age in the valne of real estate is consequent upon the idleness of
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men and machinery, which has been produced and enforced by finan-
cial mismanagement in the withdrawal by the Government from
trade of its chief tool, money, the instrument of association whereby
alone active exchange of services and commodities are rendered possi-
ble; while idleness, operating in a vicious circle, aggravates the evil,
as is shown by a cursory analysis of the Iorcgo‘mﬂg tables. Thus the
number of new buildings erected in 1574 was 5,040, while in 1578 it
was but 2,904, exhibiting a shrinkage of nearly 50 per cent. in employ-
ment for every species of service, from that of unskilled laborers in
the brick-yard and quarry, or who dig cellars, np throngh all the
grades of skilled workmen known as housewrights, to the artist who
puts the last touches upon the halls and drawing-rooms of the more
sumptuous of these private or public edifices.

8o, too, in 1874, the city required from the manufacturers of pig-iron
and foundrymen, who convert it into such pipe, more than 493 miles
of water and gas mains, and for substantial iron posts for 445 public
lamps, but for 1875 it required less than 15 miles of pipe for both
water and gas, and but 241 lamp-posts.

In 1874 it required the bricks, cement, other materials and the labor
to construct more than thirteen miles of main sewers, but in 1878 it
needed them for less than nine and a half miles. In 1874 it required
the labor and materials for paving the road-bed and curbing and
gaﬁng the side-walks of more than thirty miles of streets, while in

878 it needed them for but little more than nine and a half miles.
And so it comes to pass that from the thrifty laboring families who,
through that form of savings institutions, building associations,
which in normal times is the most beneficent man has yet devised,
were purchasing their homes by the payment of monthly install-
ments, up to the merchant or manufacturer from whose assets the
values have been squeezed by the Emm of contraction, as water is
gjumed from a wet sponge, a frightful percentage of the real estate

Phidadelphia is passing from the possession of those whose labor
and well-directed energ{ created it, into the hands of those to whom
it had been mortgaged for a meager percentage of its real value be-
fore our cruel, misdirected, and dishonest contraction policy had be-
gun to produce its inevitable effects.

Let me illustrate the grandenr of the scale on which such transfers
are being made: on the sixth day after the resumption act went into
effect there began a sherifi’s sale which I trust will ever be remem-
bered as unparalleled in the city of Philadelphia. Previeus to the
first week of specie payments, one day, with tge ssle commencing at
four p. m., had sufficed for a monthly sheriff’s sala; but it was not
s0 with this one. It required two days; and for the second it must,
to be completed on the day for which notice had been given, com-
mence thirty minutes in advance of the usual time. I not trust
m{‘mlf to give a statement of the facts aftending this sale, but will
submit one taken from The Record of Philadelphia of December 28,
1878, That it may not be suspected that it is from a calipin green-
back journal—an organ of the Rag-Baby and its l|J.m'1:y— will say te
ﬁgut.lemen that The Record is the organ of the high sheriff of Phila-

Iphia, and enjoys the magnificent patron afforded by his official
advertising. Being the organ of the sherifi and his office, it is the
special advocate of hard money and hard times, and is known to those
residents of Philadelphia under whose notice it comes as a sheet
which has for years, under the pretense of combating my financial
views, pursued me with unscrupnlous and unrelenting malignity.
The paragraph I am about to quote from this journal is an official
announcement of the order of the sale, thongh it appears in the news
items of the paper, as follows:

A GREAT SALE BY THE SHERIFF—ABOUT ONE THOUSAND PEOPERTIES TO BE PLACED
UNDER THE HAMMER.

Sheriff Wright, on Jammri‘ﬂ. will be; the t sale &f real estate ever held
hg:nnyah in this city. There are six hundred and ninety-two writs, coverin
about one thousand properties. The sale on the first da{hwilf begin at four o'cloc
in the new court-house, and extend from No. 370 on the list to No. 692,

The enstom is to dispose of the properties according to the initial letters of the
attorney’s names, one month at “A” and going to “Z," and the next
menth tgbotdot of sale. Int mqal:iﬁ:f mlm are tho:e{::ynndﬁd .1:d

-seven writs covering to be sold for taxes due city. The law
]l:m that thess must be gomn first Hmda&u! January. As the tax-lien
named Pfeiffer, the sales will begin at No. 370, the lawyer's initials

, (Tnesday) at 3.30 p. m., the sale will be continued, and will
inclnde properties No. 1 to No. 369.

The largest sale that ever preceded this in Pennsylvania occurred
I believe on November 5, 1877, when there were four hundred and
thirty-nine writs to be executed and four hundred and eighty-two
properties to be sold. Quoting from a leading pager of the city in my
remarks of the 15th of November, 1877, I presented a paragraph which
asserted that the writs covered fifteen hundred properties, a mistake
the correctien of which by the paper in which it 1flppeal.'ed did not come
to my notice until my remarks had gone not only into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD but into pamphlet form, and which I avail myself
of this opportunity to correct. The writs numbered, as I stated, four
hundred and thirty-nine, but they covered but four hundred and
eiﬁhlg’«two distinet pieces of prope Admonished by the error into
which I was then led, I have consulted the proper aunthorities and
find that the statement of The Record that the writs for the January
sale numbered six hundred and ninetg—two and the properties they
covered numbered about one thousand is correct. The sale of 1877
so far as I have been able to learn, embraced no property to be sold
upon the suit of the city for taxes; while at the recent sale three hun-

dred and twenty-two of the writs were at the snit of the city and
for delinquent taxes.

But, sir, this sheriff’s sale wal not the only joyous event with which
the stricken people of Philadelphia were made to welcome the great-
fact of equivalency between our paper money and gold; for on the firsté
day of the “glad New Year” the owners of 13,552 properties within the
limits of the city, on opening their morning papers, were pleasantly
greeted by name, by the receiver of taxes, with notice that their
taxes for 1878 were in defaulf, and that unless they were paid on or
before the 15th of the month preliminary steps would be taken to
secure their collection. Living in enforced idleness, as thousands of
the most industrious and thrifty of them are, think youn not that this
was a grateful New Year's ting 7

The rich grow m{xidly richer and the poor poorer. Relief societies
have been organized in every ward of thecity; yet almost every day’s

apers bring to the attention of their readers the condition of worthy
amilies, members of which are hastening to the better land for want
of food, clothing, and funel. And that least sensational of all our jour-
nals, The Public Ledger, of Janunary 21, contains as an item of loeal
news the following paragraph of which I will italicize a few words:

APPLICANTS FOR CHARITY.—During the present seasoi especia 1
g?nthihth& ltn.a ma fg“ hrmtrl;m%a in tge nunzbér ufu;pa’:l?%?nta fo‘ll'; &:\h:tpm

venin-s or 08 O ] gﬂlﬂ.u.ln r .
ing are mechanics and persons who have been 1‘suobus$:a£°:;d M::t &%ﬁ?a
poverty. The same state of things exists at the different district offices. The
visitors are kept busy investigating the eases, and relief has been extended as
far as practicable; bat it has been found impessible to grant assistance sufficient
to keep families from suffering, owing to the want of sufficient funda to meet all
their wants.* '

TIE COXDITIOX OF PHILADELPHIA NOT PECULIAL.

Mr. Speaker, the question may arise, why thus expose to the world’s

Fnza the poverty and suffering of my constituents and townsmen ?

t might not, sir, be Emﬁer for me to proclaim the facts I have brought
to the attention of the House ifthey were local in their character ; but
nnhntgfilysuchis not the fact. The inte].!iéant.ent-arprisin ,energetie,
skillful, industrions, temperate, and thrifty people of Phi ndelpl?la do
not suffer alone. Their case represents the average condition of the
people of the country. The resnlts of contraction affect all parts of the
country. Its baneful influences are not confined to cities and manu-
facturing towns. They have reached the farmers, and would not, as
I shall show, be mitigated if every unemployed laborer, clerk, or sales-
man, and every bankrupt merchant, mechanie, or manufacturer conld
accept Horace Greeley’s advice, * Go west, and take to farming.” The
army wounld be too large. Current prices are not returning the cost
of production to the farmers of many sections of the country, and
though lower than they have been in many years are still slowly but
steadily declining, or, in happier I}:hmse, getting toward “hard-pan.”

But before proceeding fo exhibit the condition and prospects of
American farmers, let me illustrate that of the business men of the
country. In 1861.3, when credit was almost unknown among the busi-
ness men of the Northern States, because the people were out of debt
and bought with ready money, and when Mr. Secretary McCulloch
set about improving their condition by reducing the volume of legal-
tender paper money, there were, as 1 have said, five hundred and
thirtg failures, involving total liabilities to the amount of $17,625,000.
The tary dounbtless considered these figures discreditably small
for so great a country. But, under the happy instrumentalities he set
in motion—the rapid conversion of all forms of our paper money into
coin-bearing bon f which he proudly boasted in his report of
1867, together with the further contraction spoken of by President
Grant in his message of December 3, 1873, and especially since that
menace to confidence, the resumption act, was appro we have
traveled the road to ruin in foree sufficient to satisfy even his hamane
and patriotic desires. In 1874, which year terminated a fortnight be-
fore the resumption act was approved, the failures numbered fifty-
eight hundred and thirty, being just fifty-three hundred more than
had occurred nine years before in 1865, and the total liabilities were
$159,239,000, which was $141,614,000 in excess of the $17,625,000 of 1865.
Butourmorerecent progress toward hard-pan and universal prosperity
nnder the benign influence of the resumption act must have been
mnch more satisfactory to Mr. MeCulloch and his rapacions co-con-
spirators against the people and the equality of condition which the
founders of the Republic hoped would ever exist among the people.
Let me show the magnificent progress we have made toward hord-

*While these pages were goiug through the preas, I found in the Evening Tele-
graph, of Febroary 18, the report of the stant Episcopal City Mission, from
which I make the following extract:

Althongh many scores of tons of coal have been distributed this winter among
the tEe books show the numes of not less than sixty apfnlimm who are bid-
ing their time to be hel, a8 did the invalids roand the pool of Bethesda. Could
the people of Philadelphia but realize the need there is for Iprompb action in these
and many other cases, over and above the large number already helped from the
charity supplies of the mission, the means of relief would no doubt be promptiy
fornished. Among those who have recently applied, or whose acquaintances have
applied in their na.m‘_i.unra two or three men friendless, niless, and far gone in
consumption; an in d, whose wife earns but §1 a week; a foreizn gardener of

11 1 ter, both professional P 1, who was found in a wretchod
garret with a sick wife, no employment, and his furnitare and clothing sold or
pawned for food ; a deserted wite with six children, her husband in jail, herself laid
up with a foot frozen at the wash-tub, and with the five little ones, on
'lfednllar earned weekly by her eldest bof; another woman ill, like one of her
children, with a spinal )l;lon., and utterly without means, her elder child hav-
ing lost her place by being hurt in an dent, and her husband having tried

oly to get work. Two years ago these people lived in their own honse.
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an and general prosperity in these four years. Here are the res,
Bus I hav%ae just giid, the failures for 1874 had been ﬂfty-aigt?tgﬁun-
dred and thirty, and the liabilities $159,239,000; but now, with the
statutory promise of specie payments on the 1st of January, 1879,
they were as follows:

Year. Failures. | Liabilities.
e e e e 7,740 | §201, 060, 353
P N I T e T e T e L DT LI P e T T 9,092 191, 117, 786
L e T P P DY L A e O Tt L e i o 8, 872 190, 669, 930
PR RS S e S S Il pey i Y e S 10, 478 234, 363, 132
e G ke i B e L 36,182 | $817, 211, 201

To properly appreciate these figares it must be borne in mind that
they refer only to commerecial failures, and do not relate to railroad
cum]lm]aniea, national or State banks,l or chartered savings banks.

Who can demy that these results are commensurate with the
grandeur of our country? Mr. McCulloch himself cannot dispute
their mnifrliéicence. I think the country at 1 will that to
have ban ted in four years 36,152 business houses, whose liabili-
ties in\'olv-ed $817,211,201, onﬁ!;t to satisfy even such eminent philan-
thropists and financiers as Mr. McCulloch and the authors of the
resumption act. But if I miqfludga not the signs of the times, the

- future has still %eatar trinmphs in store for these architeets of Tuin.
They sustained the doctrinaires of Germany and England in their effort
todemonetize silver, to obliterate from the metallicmoney of the world
themetal which furnished the coins with which the caveof Machpelah
was purchased, the name of which, ‘“‘Pargent,”isin the French language
synonymous with “money,” becanse silver was nsed as money before
a gold coin had been known in France; which is the exclusive metallie
legal tender of more than eight-tenths of the le of the world, and
which enters into the legal tender of one- of the other two-
tenths; which was until 1573 or 15874 the unit of our monetary system,
but which we demonetized in one'of these years, (just in which of
them the great lawyers of our S8enate dispute,) and by legislation which
none of the then members of either Honse can explain or seem to have
had any knowledge.

It is true that under certain restrictions we have by a recent act
readmitted silver to the category of money metals, but the contrac-
tionists disparage the “daddy dollar.” Mr. McCulloch does not like
it, the Treasury spits upon it and does not think it wounld be honest
1o pay it as interest on our bonds, and therefore our legislation has
«one little to appreciate the value of the metal ; and in leaving this
subject I say, and appeal to the future for the vindication of my words,
that if silver be not fully remonetized before the crisis which its demon-
etization must inevitably produce shall come, Beaconsfield’s adminis-
tration, glorions as the shout of “peace with honor” promised to make
it, Bismarck’s establishment of the Empire which Frederic List’s
creation of the Zolverein made possible, and that of the present Ad-
ministration of our conntry, will be scoredin history asthe most calam-
itonsadministrations modern En fgland,Germany, and the United States
have known: for the commercial relations between the silver and
the gold using nations must be destroyed, prices must continue to
shrink, confidence cannot be restored, and the tendency of the world,
which in 1365 was toward the elevation and refinement of the labor-
ing classes, will be toward idleness, want, squalor, and barbarism.

HOW CONTRACTION HAS AFFECTED FARMERS AND PLANTERS,

But to return from this di on, which was essential to my -
ment, let me turn to the condition of the farmers of this country.
looking over my evening paper, The 'I‘aleﬁmph, of Philadelphia, on
Friday, November 15, 1878, I found in the column containing “eurrent
notes” the following paragraph:

The extensive farming operations of M. L. Sullivant, in Illinois, have resnlted
in bankruptey. He culiivated forty thousand acres, was called the Corn King,
and was rated as enormo wealthy. His property did not bring at sheriff’s
enough to pay his debts wi §100,000.

The ﬁamgmph impressed me, and the fact seemed inexplicable.
Mr. Sullivant, as I had heard, had been regarded as a bold but judi-
<cious man. He had acquireci his broad acres when land in Illinois
was cheap. The debts he had contracted were for stock, implements,
and legitimate improvements, and bﬁ)industry and attention to his
estates he should have grown rich. a few minutes after I had read
the sentence, I saw that Mr. Sullivant’s failure was probably the result
of a cause which he could not control—that he, too, was, like my
poor constituents, the vietim of contraction and the consequent shrink-
age of prices; for in that same column came this paragraph :

The prices of some articles are 18 per cent. lower than before the war. Corn has
net been so low since excepting in 1861; cotton not so low in twenty-three
years, and mess pork not since 15844,

Yes, here was the secret. The prices of corn and wheat, hay and
pork have shrunk, but debts contracted for machinery, for stock, im-
provements, fencing, buildings have not shrunk, nor has the rate of
interest upon them reduced ; while the number of dollars named
inthemortgage and the number of dollars required for the semi-annual
payments of interest remain the same the number of bushels of corn
or pounds of pork it takes to buy a dollar have increased several ﬁﬂfi
and thus through the poliey of contraction the Government has rob/
the enterprising farmer of Illinois of the labors of his life and trans-

Aferred them to another who possibly never did a day’s work or plan a
useful enterprise.

. Bat gentlemen may say, “ Would yon generalize from an individual
instance ; would you deduce a law for the world from the failure of
one unfortunate man?” No, sir; I am never guilty of such an ab-
surditg:s that, and I beg leave in this connection to submit an ex-
tract from the letter of a respected correspondent in Iowa, the acen-
racy of whose statements I have tested by submitting them to gen-
tlemen from that State on this floor. Speaking of the pressure of
taxation, he says:

But this is not the worst feature of the case, as it renders the farmer hopeless,
destroys his energy, and dwarfs his manhood until he only seeks to strugﬂ::]long
from one year to another, without i(.’?ing to keep his improvements,
fact that all the most enterprising of his class are becoming bankrupts, and his
real estate is shrinking in value, while he finds himself actually burdened with
products that 'will not net him the price of production. At Des Moines the &
price of E;ork (live hoFs} has been about 8{ per hundred ; corn, from twolvavm
teen cents per bushel ; wheat,from fifty to sixty cents; oats, from eight to ten
cents; hay, from two to fonr dollars per ton, and other products in mm;lm:.

Now, sir, I assert that none of these articles can be produced g-r than 50
per cent. in advance of these prices. No farmer in this section of the Weat expecta
tofreceive any interest on the capital he has invested in his farm under present
ruling prices; and as many of them are in debt and their farms mortgaged it is
easy to perceive that ultimate ruin must soon come.

ButIhavenotyet,inmy judgment, laid a basis broad enough for gen-
eralization, and therefore recur to the annual table of comparative
prices which appeared in the New York Journal of Commerce of Jan-
uary, 1. It makesits comparisons for a decade, and shows that while
in New York flour brought from $8.75 to $9.50 in 1868, it now brings
from £3.10 to $3.60 ; oats were then eighty-four cents a bushel, now
thirty-four cents; corn was then $1.40, but now sells at forty-seven
cents ; cotton which then brought sixteen cents per pound can now
be bought for nine and a half cents; hay which produced $24 a ton
now must be sold for 9 ; mess pork, the price of which was then §21
a barrel, is now $7.05; mess beef has declined from §32 a barrel to
$14.50 ; butter which then commanded forty-five cents a pound now
sells for nineteen cents; cheese which rated then at nineteen and a
half cents now rates at eight and three-fourths cents. These are the
prices that ruled in New York City.

A valnable table published by the Boston Advertiser compared
prices in that city on the 1st of January, 1579, the day when the
American people were to be blessed with resumption of specie pay-
ments, with ante-war prices, those which prevailed in the good old
times when banks furnished *paj money” which was sometimes
redeemable, sometimes irredeemable, but which always promised in-
stant convertibility into coin. It shows that in Boston mess pork,
which commanded from $17 to $18 per barrel in 1860, is now obtain-
able at from §8.50 to §9 ;. mess beef, which in 1860 sold at from $9 to
$11.50 per barrel, now ranges at from $9.50 to $10; lard sells now at
from six to seven and one-fourth cents a pound against thirteen cents
in 1860 ; hams, for seven and ove-half cents against thirteen cents
in 1860; corn, which then brought sixty-nine to seventy cents per
bushel, now brings forty-five to forty-eight cents. And now,sir, I
think I have laid a basis broad enough for generalization and to
Jjustify the conclusion that the increase in the price of gold, of which
greenbacks are now the equivalent, and the consequently reduced
Price of every other commodity ruined Michael Sullivant and is roin-

nﬁall farmers who have interest as well as taxes to pay.
ow unlikely this terrible condition of things is to be changed in
the immediate future will be seen when it is considered that since
1873it is estimated that at least eighteen hundred and eighty thonsand
ple have gone from the East and from Virginia and Kentucky to the
est and Bouth, and as many as five hundred thousand of them dur-
ing 1878; and that Dan, Barlow & Co. estimate that nearly twenty
m.lgllion acres of unbroken new land have actually been settled during
the past year. Thus does our vicious finanecial policy drive from the
East those who make a market for agricultural produce to become
competitors in our already ruined agricultural market. Producersof
both butter and cheese in the East and wheat for the Sfate of New
York are now beginning to feel the terrible effects of this competition,
and many have already been ruined.

In this connection, I beg leave to remark that there is suggested
by the facts I have presented another and perhaps more dangerous
side to this question.

Onr fathers songht to found a republic which should, by reason of the
equality of the condition of its citizens, be perpetual. They hoped
with an unoccupied continent beneath theirfeet, to establish a republic
which should rest safely on the popularintelligence and will, becanse
there should be more ly than the world had ever seen an approxi-
mation to equality of estate between the citizens, and time for all to
receive such measure of education as would enable them to compre-
hend the questions of the day and wisely select those who should
represent alem in the conncils of State and nation and in the admin-
istrative offices of the Government. As a guarsntee of equality of
condition, and as a sure means, as they believed, of preventing the
acquisition of estates for continued accumulation by transmis-
sion in bulk, they abolished the laws of primogeniture and entail, and
made the distribution of estates of decedents easy and equal when they
occurred under statutory provisions. But our financial poliecy, rein-
forced by the demonetization by Germany of silver, sets at naught all
these wholesome republican theories and the supposed safegu. that
had been thrown around them, I do not propose to enter into an argn-
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ment as to the importance of simplicity and approximate equality in a
republic. If money corrupts our popular elections and the choice of
Senators for the national Senate asoften as is alleged, it illnstrates not
only the lack of patriotism and int,elligunoe among the people, but
the power acquired by wealth, and the fact that wealth is so concen-
trated that overpowering pecuniary inducements may be presented
to constituencies and their representatives.
WHO GOT THE HAY !—FOR WHOM DO WE WORK!

In illustration of this point and as a further demonstration of the
effect of confraction upon the condition of the farmers of the country,
let me recall an interview I had with Mr. Solon Chase, of Maine,
during a day that he did me the honor to pass under me roof when
returning to his home from a western stumping tour. I had seen in

New England papers many allusions to “Solon’s heifer,” and in his | ¢

own paper the assertion that the same stroke that had struck “Solon’s
heifer” had struck a savings-bank or other corporation which had
failed ; at a later day I had found ocecasional allusions to ‘Solon’s
steers,” and I took the liberty of inquiring of Mr. Chase whether they
were his heifer and his steers that had beécome so famous; and if so,
what made them remarkable? He said there wasnothing remarkabke
about the heifer, except that he had given it some prominence el:{v

" making it an example to his brother farmers of the double wicked-
ness of the contraction policy.

He also said in substance that, having been a hard-money man and
spent some months in endaavoﬁnﬁlio answer a congressional speech
against contraction, he had seen that the arguments of that speech
were unanswerable and had set about starting a greenback movement
in Maine. His efforts for the first year were confined chiefiy tohisown
county, and, indeed, largely to the towns of Turner and Buckfield,
the people of which were farmers. Their land was poor, their season
short, their products few and simple; but, as a means of increasing
their gain, it was customary among them to iceep breeding stock for the
dairy and farm use, and instead of selling their hay to advance if into
meat. They never sold a calf for young veal if they conld advance it
to a yearling, or the yearling if the demand for money for taxes or
other imperative purposes would permit them to feed it until it should,
as a two-year-old, be worth more than twice the price of a yearling.
‘When, however, he attempted to sell his then last two-dyem:-ol , he had
found that be could get no more for her than he conld have got a year
before’; he also found that this was trune of all the other two-year-
olds in the neighborhood, and going before his neighbors told the story
of his heifer, and -asked them whether it was not the story of their
two-year-olds; and when answered in the affirmative, he them:
“Who getsthehay? For whom have we worked ! Wehave fed these
heifers and tended them for a year and have done it for the benefit
of somebody. We have not enriched the town, or county, or State.
I have not worked for my poor blind boy whose eyes, as you know,
were shot out while fighting for the maintenance of the nation, or for
other members of my family; yet youn and I have worked, and worked
faithfully. Our land has yielded, and yielded well; but who takes
the yield of our labor and our land? Let us see if we can find out.
Aswemustsell ourtwo-year-olds for what wasfreely offered a gear a,
for yearlings, somebody is benefited. Aswe ean get buf one- t
value of our products, the man who buys them takes two dollars’ worth
for 81,and it isfor him, whetherhis capital beinvested in national banks
or in the untaxed bonds of the Government, for whom we work. Our
toil and enterprise do but impoverish us, while the idle rieh man
who buries his money, or E:ts it in & vault, grows rich at the rate of
100 per cent. per annum.. Labor, enterprise, and production have thus
become the road to poverty, and all ecapitalists are warned that the
true way, the rapid road to wealth is to withdraw capital from pro-
duetive business and pnt it into bank-stoek or untaxed bonds.”

The story of Solon’s steers was an equally apt illustratien of his
whole argnment. It was this: In 15875 he was attracted by the beauty
and symmetry of a yoke of three-year-old steers, and bought them,
as he and his neighbors thought a great bargain, for $100. I was
delighted with the enthusiasm this simple farmer exhibited when he
spoke of the beauty, doeility, and strength of those steers. They
had for two years n objects of his care and solicitude. They
were to win him the approval of his fellow-citizens, if not a pre-
mionm at a State fair; and, when five years old, were accordingly
exhibited at such fair and commanded universal admiration. n'ﬁhe
time had now come to sell them, and he attempted to do so and found
that §90 was the highest sum offered for them. He had fed and cared
for and disciplined them through two of the long winters of Maine
and two of her short and fruitless summers, and the net result of
all his labors, tested by the market values of 1875 and 1877, was the
loss of $10 of the little stock of ready money he had been able to com-
mand in the former year. Another political campaign had opened, and
he went again to his fellow-citizens asking them who had got the hay
or was to get it? For whom were they at work? Who gathered in
the fruits of their land and labor as effectually as thongh they owned
the land and employed the farmers to work it, or mntetgl it to them as
tenant farmers under the British system of agriculture? And again,
as he said, he pointed out to them how contraction impoverished
labor and swelled the profits of capital, and was building up a plutoe-
rsc{lin the United States which must be not only dangerous to popu-
lar liberty, but promised to rival in splendor the Elnt.ocrw:y of Eng-
land. With theinevitable results of Mr. MeCulloch’s finaneial poliey,
in obedience to which the resumption act was passed and maintained,

so pertinently illustrated’ by this farmer, is it wonderful that more
than 43,000 citizens of Maine sundered all old party ties and sought to
emancipate themselves and the country from a system which is ruin-
ing them and threatening their liberties and their posterity?

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEX DOXE.

Mr. Speaker, in the course of my remarks of January 18, 1868, when
the contraction of greenbacks permitted by Con, yand that of other
forms of paper money consummated by Mr. MeCulloch, had suspended
prp(dl:luctwa industry, and was threatening widespread bankruptey, I
Baud: *

Had G;%Fﬁ”lt the close of the war hastened to relieve the country of the tuxes
ch I am pro , and while avoiding any expansion of the currenc,
protected its volume from ution, and assured the people that no essential
in its volume should be made until the business of the country had adjusted
i to the conditions of peace, netion would have advanced and our bonds
would have been returning to us in the pockets of emi, ts or in settlement of a
favorable balance of trade, and millions of le North and South, who are to-day
eating bread they have not earned, wonld have been busily employed and addin
to the nation's wealth by earning each day more than they consume. A gradn
decline in prices was inevitable, but it would not have destroyed confidence and
snsdpended production, and with immensely increased production, both caltural
an mnuuﬁactm‘iu&t.hm would have been no ory of a * glut in the market.” The
people of the South, whose agricultural stock and implements, furniture and ap-
parel, were d the war, would have been supplying their wants by
the sale of the results of their industry. Under the inflnence of northern capital-
and enterprise water-power that now runs to waste through cotton fields would
have been moving spindles and looms. Fo furnaces, and rolling-mills such as
those the war developed at Chattanooga, Atlanta, Lynchburgh, and other points,
would be in profituble operation, and by supplying h le iron, diminishi
our dependence upon England and ki wn that balance of trade which with
the in t on our bonds held abroad must prevent the resumption of specie pay-
menta as long as we continue the ** heroic " tment of nﬂlﬂci!:g all other inter-
ests in order to give value to the wealth of the possessors of
** realized riches.” An increasin labor in the South would also:
%&f‘plg:erfnl and the redemption of the coun-

Since then more than a decade has passed, and the terrible experi-
ences it has brought npon our people have confirmed my belief in the
correctness of the views I then presented. My counsels prevailed
with Con and the law authorizing the retirement of backs.
was repealed. They did not, however, penetrate bank parlors, or the
offices of the t dealers in national securities, or if they did, were
received as tekens of danger tothe interests and influences that pre-
sided in those quarters and were responded to, not with argument,
but with denuneiation or ridicule of their author. The heroic treat-
ment has consequently been persisted in, and phlebotomy and fly-
blisters have been freely applied. The act of March 3, 1875, entitled
“ an act to farther protect the sinking-fund, and to provide for the
exigencies of the Government,” applied both these irable heroic °
agents in the form of a further reduction of the volume of legal-tender
money, and the reimposition of war taxes which had been repealed,
and at length we find the patient (our country) in a typhoid condition
and, everywhere outside of rooms in which brokers meet daily to
mﬁaﬁer bets on the future price of bonds and stocks, repo as
still sinking.

Nations to whom we sell our breadstuffs are agitated by strifes of
colossal proportions between laborers and their employers, the latter
insisting npon further reductions of the former protesting that
they cannof live, as human beings should live, upon the wages t-rl‘l:ay
now receive, and thus the low prices at which our agricultural prod-
ucts are sold are threatened with further desl;oiatinn. ;

The condition of our skilled laborers is further menaced by
these reductions of wages, and the time has come when statesmen
should pause and ask whether further dsfrmaion can be permitted
without reaching a point at which it will be too late to atﬁply the
stimulants which at an earlier day might have reinvigorated the coun-
try; and I leave to suggest some remedies which shonld, in my
judgment, be immediately applied to so prostrate a patient.

WHAT EHOULD XOW BE DOXE.

The first thing to be done is to restore confidence. With the com-
ing of equivalency between the greenback und gold, the resump-
tionists announced that the day of speculation was over, and that
business was thenceforth to be done on a solid basis. Is this, if it
be true, & cause for exultation ¥ What is speculation but an expres-
sion of confidenee in the future, enforeed by the imvestment of capi-
tal in enterprises which promise profit? What is all legitimate trade
but speculation—the purchasing at one price with the assured confi-
dence that the articles bought may be sold at such an advance as
will leave a profit to the speculatoror trader? Speculation is an ex-
pression of confidence, hope, aspiration; and when specualation dis-
appears, it is becanse confidence in the future has been supplanted
bydoubt and despair. This is our present condition. No man has confi-
dence inthefuture. Capital not alreadyembarked therein avoidsevery
form and character of productive industry. Manufacturers produce
only that for which there is an immediate demand. Commercial
honses, from the great ones of the seaboard to the village merchant,
doubtful as to the future, purchase only sufficientto meet their present
wants, and money seeks but one form of investment—that in which
it will be protected not only from the danger of future shrinkage of
valoes, but from taxation, and into Government bonds, the inter-
est on which will be paid punctually on %ﬂ.&rter day, wkile houses,
workshops, faectories, mines, which are heavily taxed may stand,
tenantless, or, if oecupied, are not likely to produee rert from bank-
rupt or impoverished tenants..
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The first thing to do is, therefore, to restore confidence, which may
in great part be done by assuring country that there shall be no
further tampering with the volume of legal-tender money, that the
act which now protects it shall not he repealed, and, if need be, to
guarantee the legality of such money by a constitutional amendment
the validity of which cannot be assailed for ulative purposesby the
introdunetion in either House of Congress of bills proposing to repeal
its legal-tender quality or to reduce the volume of notes, or by threats
of avaricious capitalists to bring the question of its constitutionality
before the courts for readjudication. I regard this measure as not
only a vital preliminary to the restoration of confidence, but as the
only means known to man of Elrotecting the country against a com-
mercial and financial erisis which will shake society to its founda-
tions, and may endanger our republican institutions,

‘THE BRILLIANT EXAMPLE OF FRANCE.

In our attempt to reach specie payments we have not followed the
processes of France, which have resulted so brilliantly and benefi-
eently for the people and her institutions. In June, 1870, before the
war with Germany, the circulation of the Bank of France was $275,-
000,000, and by Oetober, 1873, it had been expanded to $614,000,000.
On January 2, 1879, it was $469,750,000, showing a decline of $144,-
250,000; but between January 1, 1874, and December 31, 1878, France
made & net gain by import of £589,747,357 in gold and silver, and the
bank holds $404 000,0&0 of gold and silver against its circulation of
$469,750,000. Thus, while ce has imported nearly §600,000,000
of specie and bullion since January1, 1874, the bank has permanently

nearly §200,000,000 to its paper circulation since June, 1870;
for that eircnlation was almost precisely the samein Septembef, 1875,
as it is now. Outside of the bank there is, according to the highest
authorities, §1,400,000,000 of gold and silver, which, added to the
paper, gives an actual circulation of $1,869,750,000.
w marked a contrast to this our policy and condition present,
with a population of 49,000,000 against the 36,000,000 of France.

Resumption of specie payments in the sense in which the people
accept the phrase—in the sense in which France has resumed—is
therefore impossible, while the maintenance of equivalency is, by the

tance of backs as money by the Government, as well as-

as any fact depending in the slightest degree upon future con-

tingencies can be. The resumption of specie payments would require

the distribution of the relatively small amount of coin now held by the

among the subtreasuries, banks, bankers, and merchants

of the country; and, with the then imminent liability to suspen-

gion of ie payments, I must add the hoarders of coin. Then each

holder of a bond would demand his interest in coin, becaunse it wounld

certainly become more valuable than paper when the autiu;lpansion,
which Secretary Sherman admits would be inevitable, shonld come.

But it is not so with equivalency. While it is known to the people
that the Government will receive the k in payment of any

greenbac!
claim that can be paid with coin, and that if for use in the arts-

E:}ad be needed it can be had at par on the presentation of %r;ean-
ks at the Treasury and subtreasuries of the country, the banks
need no specie reserve, and the argnment of eonvenience alone will
commend the paper dollar to all our people. Under equivalency we
have in the form of greenback legal-tender money the equivalent of
more than three hundred and forty-six million coin dollars; and this
is why I predict so a crisis as the result-of the repeal by legisla-
tive act or judicial decision of the legal-tender quality of the green-
back which wonld be equivalent to the instantaneons expulsion from
the country of nmly%:w,ooo,om of coin.

Let me illustrate by historic exanfnzgles the consequence of such an
export of coin, or the iestmct.ion of the equivalent of such an amount
thereof. In the summer of 1857 our foreign exchanges drew from
this country about $7,000,000 of coin. What was the effect of this
sudden for that relatively insignificant amount? The notes of
all our banks promised redemption in coin, and deposits could conse-
g;l‘fmt.ly be checked for directly in coin without the necessity of first

wing notes and ting them as coin demands. Of course the
banks could not meet their obligations, specie payments were sus-
pended, the Ohio Trust Company failed first, the E’enmylvania Bank
followed, and a universal suspension of specie payments occurred,
bringing with it all its attendant evils, including the yobbery of the
laboring classes, the frequent repetition of which hn:.io so outraged
Mr. Webster’s sense of justice.

But again, during General Grant’s administrahon. there had acen-
mulated in London under the auspices of Secretary Boutwell the pro-
ceeds of §21,000,000 of our bonds, and, as Mr. Boutwell when Senator
from Massachusetts informed the Senate, the ibility of the with-
drawal of such an amount of bullion as §21,000,000 alarmed the bank
and government of England, and induced the government to nego-
tiate an arrangement with the United States to secure the acceptance
of United States bonds in lien of coin as the only means of avoiding
a great British and continental crisis.

. And still again, when the Geneva award came to be paid: it was,
it is true, more than the $7,000,000 which had served to produce a
suspension of specie payments by the banks throughout the United
States, but it was less than the sum just referred to; it wasj$15,500,000,
and the possibility of the sudden withdrawal of that sum in bullion
from the financial centers of England and the Continent againinvoked
the action of the British government and secured an arrangement b

which the threatened commercial calamity consequent upon the sud-

den withdrawal of $15,500,000 was averted by the gradual transfer of’
securities and exchange.

These events are of common notorietf and the fact that each green-
back dollar is now equivalent to a gold dollar will not be disputed
by any one; and yet there are doctrinaires, demagogues, and dealers
in Government securities who demand the repeal ois?he legal-tender
clause, which wonld, as I have said, be equivalent to the instant ex-
portation of more than £346,000,000 of coin. I envy not the head or
the heart of the man who, in view of these facts and the common
teachings of commercial and financial history,can raise his voice in
favor of the repeal of that clause or the retirement of any portion
of the legal-tender money of the country.

One other suggestion I would elaborate did time permit; that is, the
free coinage of silver. The venerable relation of gold to silver-of fif-
teen and a half to one was destroyed by the criminal act of Germany in
demonetizing her then sole metallic legal-tender money and throwing
upon the markets of the world as merchandise the silver of which it
consisted. The total amount was from three to four hundred millions
of dollars; and if the United States with France and the other states.
of the Latin Union should absorb, by coining it, whatever amount of
the silver thus thrown on the market by Germany is still for sale, the
old equivalency of fifteen and a half to one, which made the Ameri-
can standard dollar worth three cents more than the American gold
dollar, would be re-established and perpetuated.

In coneclusion let me remark that the first step to the restoration of
confidence in this country would be the giving of a sure tee that
the volume of le%nl-tender money shall not be contracted; the second,
to give the world assurance that when other nations will co-operate
with us in the unlimited remonetization of silver we will open our
mints to the free coinage of that metal; and the third step, the aban-
donment by the Government of its terrible competition with all pro-
ductive and taxable interests by its absorption of the money of the
country into coin-bearing 'bonds&what.her ey be issned for the pur--
chase of gold to hoard, or for adding to the already excessive and de-

reciated stock of irredeemable silver tokens, or, as is nowproposed
y Secretary Sherman, for the borrowing of money with which to pay
the amounts jostly due as S‘aqsions to our soldiers and sailors, who,
until want drove them to the unwilling act, abstained from making
application for pensions to which they were entitled. Any one of
ese measnres if adopted would produce beneficent results, and the
concurrent effect of all three would be to reanimate the depressed
and mng:mg titxlnidustries,gnot_memly of this qountr{l btt:atle of t;:;awogf,,
so greaf, in this age, of railroads, steamships, an is the
solidarity of the gennine interests of all mankind. il

Mr. BLAIR addressed the House on the electoral bill. [His remarks
will appear in the Appendix.]
CORRUPTING INFLUENCES OF GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES.

Mr. MARTIN. Mr. Speaker, the matter of Government aid to rail-
roads is not a new question with me. I have given it some attention
for years past. Knowing thatit was one of the vexed questions which.
Congress would have to settle at some future day, I distinetly made
it known to my constituents in the last two cam‘[;laigua that I was
opposed to the principle and practice of taxing the public for the
purpose of building railroads. I stated then, as I say now, that I
cannot assent to that paternal theory of Government which enconr-
lﬁ the people to look to the General Government to do for them
what they ought to do for themselves. Either Congressought totake
ch ufv all the railroads and transportation lines in the conntry, or-
it shonld abandon such business altogether, and leave our internal
railroad communication to grow and thrive in days to come as in the-
E:schy the fruitful power of individual or associated effort. I would

ve the Government wholly abandon the poliey of indorsing or
%‘umnt«eeing the bonds of private corporations. The subsidy and

ostering theory of Government looks in the wrong direction. It is:
demoralizing. It is not democratic, but contrary to democratic teach-
ing and practice. It is one of the evidences of the tendency in these-
last days to centralize all power in the Federal Government.

I know that gentlemen who take the opposite view will cite the
opinions of various statesmen who du.ri.n.g the past thirty or forty
years have advoeated the expediency and constitutionality of ex—
tending Federal aid to interstate or national works of improvement.
Unfortunately for them, their appeal to the past teaches a doctrine
the very contrary of that ur, in support of this Texas Pacific

i bill. In every case cited it has been urged on the ground
that the %mposad work was too vast for private effort or for State
means. Not a single instance can be shown anywhere in all the an--
nals of our history of a leading democrat appealing to the General
Government to undertake a work of domestie railroad enterprise
which it was competent for private corporations to do. The Texas-
Pacific is one of this kind. It is not beyond the range and scope of
private effort.

The evidence of this is seen in the fact that this same company
some seven or eight years ago undertook to build this road, seventeen
hundred and seventy-five miles in length, from its own resources,
aided by one of the most liberal and Rro&uctive land grants ever
conférred on any corporation. If its un king was begun in good
faith, then why can it not carry out what remains to be done when
fully one-half of the necessary road has been built d that time;.
more especially when labor and materials are so much cheaper now
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than then? Itissaid the panic of 1873 has interrupted and prevented
it. This may be the sole cause or it may not. During all these years
-of business depression the country has been gradually extending its
lines of railroad, averaging an increase of between two thousand and
, three thonsand miles every year. If other roads withount land grants
and money subsidies have been built by private means, why could
not this one? Why, even this Texas Pacific Company has built a
considerable amount of road in the interval; a very little on the main
line, npon which this subsidy is asked, and a good deal more on the
lateral branch lines, where there were good lands to be acquired.

The Northern Pacific Company is, according to the statement of its
officers, now building its road over the less-favored country west of
the Missouri without the aid of this subsidy. The Southern Pacific
has in like manner built some hundreds of miles over a rugged togcrg-
raphy at the California end of this same line of road. Andg why, then,
could not the Texas Pacific Company, favored by its more fertile ter-
ritory and genial climate, do the same thing? I am at a loss to ac-
count for this extraordinary, unblushing, and impudent appeal to
‘Congress to lend it the credit of the United States to do that which
is everywhere being done without such aid. What claim has this
company on the Government which the others have not? Why tax
the people of this country to build this road more than many others?
Why should the Government tax the labor and industries of the
-country to build this road, and when completed give it to a private
<corporation? Irepeat, what claim has it upon the Government which
the others have not? I fail to see the superior merit it possesses over
others. It is said the Union Pacific received a large money subsidy,
and therefore this one should, for the purpose, I suppose, of making
an equal distribution of the spoils; and when the account is thus
squared we will abandon all such subsidy schemes, and start afresh
in the race of pure p and honest government.

The Union Pacific subsidy was, in my judgment, wrong, although
attempted to be excused as a war measure. But the Texas Pacific has
not even this . It stands alone, without excuse, in all its naked,
‘hideous deformity; and State granges, State Legislatures, New Or-
leans conventions, and the Congress of the United Btates are besieged
with lobbyists, the paid hirelings of this.company, to educate a public
sentiment and procure votes in favor of this enormous proposition.
The only explanation I can think of for this unseemly pmceeding is
the fact that the misfortunes of this company grow largely ont of its
.own misconduct. There have been some other canses at work to un-
dermine its own credit besides the panic of 1873. It seems to be diffi-
cult to get at the financial status of this road, but in the literature
on thissubject there crops out areference to the California and Texas
Constroction Company, which seems to be a sort of parasite upon the

arent company and which plfgced the same part to it as the Credit

Eiobil’ler did to the Union Pacific. If any person wishes to convince
me that this corporation is deserving of national assistance, I ask him
to submit a copy of the contract between these parties and a tran-
scri]i_:. of the accounts between them. We are continually pointed to
the Pacific Railroad chartered in 1862 for a precedent for this.

Sir, it is not a precedent to follow. In the first place there
never could be but one first Pacific Railroad, and the like argument
could never be used again any more than pow&er can be twice burned.
But it seems to be tten that the first road to the Pacific was

. red during the time of war by a republican Con repub-
lean in both branches. It was done under a pretext and shelter of
the war gwar of the Constitution, and grave reasons of state were
allege its exercise. But no auct;‘fmtense can be made, no such
shelter taken, no such reagdn assigned now. What war power can
be invoked for this Texas Pacific road ! So far as the case cited is a
] nt, however, it is one to be taken as a warning rather than a

n-light ; an example to be shunned rather than one to be fol-
lowed. It will be remembered that not long after the Union Pacific
road was finished an investigating committee of Con brought to
light the fact that very considerable portions of this government
bounty traveled by a little roundabout channel into the pockets of
several members, the eminently virtuons portion of the republican
party. Alas that it shonld be so! Some also stuck to the fingers of
a few democrats. There is no excuse for those few, and should be
but little sympathy. They had been tanght better and onght to have
Eknown better. 1

How long, Mr. Speaker, if this bill shall become a law, before we
may have the degrading tacle of a similar committee delving
into corruption and dragging into the light the same sort of petty
thieving and malfeasance on the part of some who are very free in
their censure of their fellows and who are doing their ntmost to repeat
the blunders and mistakes of the republicans during the war, as if
they were more anxions for the spoils than the snccess of their party.

There remains to be examined that other plea of doing justice fo
the South. Nothing could well be more specious and delusive than

this; nothin’g more insincere. To ask the Government to guarantee
fifty years of interest on $38,750,000 bonds of this railroad company
at b per cent. in coin, amounting to nearly $97,000,000, all of which it
says it will promptly repay, as a measure of justice to the South,
sounds like trifling with a seriouns subject.

In the first place, this Texas Pacific Company is not the South,and
the two ought not to be confounded. This company,so far as it has
any local habitation, has its head, its seat of power and anthority, in
the offices of o Pennsylvania Railroad Company in the city of Phila-

delphia. Two-thirds of its stockholders and nine-tenths of its capi-
tal and debt are held in and around that concern. .Is this a boon to
the South? Will not the owners of a road terminating at Philadel-
phia on the one seaboard and the same owners of another road termi-
nating at the other seaboard make the ons rvad contribute to the
other? The Sonth wants and needs and ought to have a real and
substantial justice, not a mere sop. I trust no southern man will be
content to rest the claimsand needs of his section o any such doubt-
ful, shifting, and precarious basis as this Texas and Pacific subsidy.
I may add that had it been intended to so frame a bill from the
operation of which all the great arteries of transportation across the
Southern States as well as my State were to be shut out, it conld
hardly have been more successful than this one.

But even if the money were to be handled by southern men and
the proceeds to be spent on southern territory, this road in its pres-
ent hands will not a southern road. Quite the reverse. i)t is
liable to be turned into the deadliest foe a proper sonthern road
conld have. As has been suggested, how can the South expect to
reap due advantage from the construction of this road if it is to be,
as it will be, controlled from end to end by these Pennsylvania rail-
road kings? With the Atlantic end and the Pacific end of the line
in the same hands, one part will be made to work for the advantage
of the other part. All the through business gotten hold of at either
end will be kept, controlled, and managed in the interest of Colonel
Scott’s roads, in spite of all your statutory prohibitions. How are
the southern cities, New Orleans or Memphis, for example, to get any
considerable portion of the through travel or throngh freight when
it can be run over the Saint Louis bridge and from these lines north
of the Ohio River, which are worked in the same interest? Itwould
De an extension of the Central Pennsylvania road.

My idea is that if it is proposed, in faith, to do something for
the South of a useful, substantial, and enduring character, a proper

lan should be formed, and roads terminating at Memphis, ':’ic -

nrgh, and New Orleans should converge in Texas and continue on till
met by the road from the Pacific. If it is to be built with money from
the Treasury, and as a matter of justice to the South, why not create
a corporation specially for the purpose, composed of sonthern men;
and definitely locate the lines to and through southern cities, and
then, if aid must be given, give enough to build a complete and har-
monious system of milroac‘ lines, as has been proposed by Senator
JoHNSTON, of Virginia. You will bear in mind I am not a believer
in the policy or the power of Congress to do either; but I mention
this to show the utter insufficiency of this bill to either provide a
road for the benefit of the South or to equalize the distribution of
public moneys as between the sections of this Union.

_ It is only a question of time when this road will be built without
Government aid. Before long private eapital at home and abroad
will seek investment in railroads, mines, and furnaces throughout
the country. Since this Texas Pacific road was commenced, the Cali-
fornians, with the advantage of their gold and silver mines, their
vast expanse of wheat fields, and characteristic energy, have pushed
their end of the through line forward faster than this mismanaged
Texas Pacific company has done. Of the two thousand miles inter-
val between San Francisco and the net-work of roadsin East Texas,
one-third, the harder portion of the whole, has been completed dur-
ingdthe ast five years ; 'and now the same interest has begun the
middle third of the line, and promises to have its track to the Rio
Grande within three years, a distance of thirteen hundred and twenty
miles. The work mmpiiahed at that end jusiifies the belief that
this Emdiction may be correct; and there can be little doubt that this
much done, the whole problem of a lower route to the Pacific is vir-
tually solved, and the entire work will be successfully accomplished
without the aid invoked by this bill.

Mr. Speaker, we have had too much extrava
the past twelve or fifteen years; too much that favors classes, cor-
porations, and monopolies; too little for the people. The result is
that the few have n made rich, while the many have become
poorer. It is time to call a halt in this ruthless work of legislative
infamy. Tlie consequences are seen and felt everywhere. They are
widespread and far-reaching, and felt in peasant huts and crowded
cities, on the farm, in the mines and shops, in all industrial pursnits
throughout our wide domain. Sir, do gentlemen want to do justice
to the South? Is the plea made in good faith? Then, let lofty
patriotism and high-toned statesmanship be manifested by gentle-
men on this floor, by the prompt repeal of the jurors’ test-oath, so
that virtue, intelligence, honesty, and capacity ean be brought into
the jury-box in the Southern States; so that justice and right shall
take the place of corruption and wrong.

Do you desire to do justice to the South? Then repeal without de-
lay the laws anthorizing marshals, depnty marshals, and assistants
to be appointed, and who, ander the law, are numerously appointed
to control elections in the interest of the republican party. you
mean to do justice to the Sonth ? Then issue no more interest-bear-
ing bonds. Let the public debt be decreased as rapidly as possible,
without any increase of taxation. Remove as far as you are able,
and as fast as can be done, all the obstructions to the liberty and
prosperity of the South. Give inspiration by kindly legislation, and
the whole South will soon join in the march of progress and con-
tribute largely, more largely than she can now, to the wealth and
honor of our common country. Do these things and the South and

t legislation within
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North, East and West, will forget all sectional jealousies and Zlmteaf
and animated by a common inspiration, under one flag, one bond o
union, one aim, havini:ne destiny, will feel that they have found
the shiboleth togeace iness, and unity—the love of our country.

We are reminded that the Legislatures of two or three Southern
States have passed resolutions favoring the construction of thisroad in
the mannerproposed by thisbill. Ibelieve thisistrue. Butindoingso
they doubtless proceeded upon the theory that thiswas the only chance
for the South to gain an enlargement and extension of her transporta-
tion routes to the Pacific coast ; that it would be, if not astrictly sonth-
ern road, better than no road at all. But since the most of them were
adopted, events have marched with such rapidity and have so pre-
cipitated the solution of this question that, I doubt nof, if it were to
be passed upon again, with the lights which this House has upon the
whole subject, a very different resnlt would be reached. I make the
prediction that, whether this bill shall become a law or not, withina
very few years at farthest, the people of those States will see occa-
sion to change their views materially.

I believe two years ago Alabama passed such resolutions. I am
informed that its Legislature, now in session, only a few days ago laid
upon the table similar resolutions by a large majority, thereby put-
ting the stamp of disapprobation upon this subsidy scheme. I have
been reminded that the Legislature of my State, a short time since,
adopted resolutions instructing Senators and req]uaating Representa-
tives to vote for this bill. I have no doubt thatlobbyists were there
who presented a one-sided view of this question by referring to the
fact Emt this had been done for a northern road and justice required
that it should be done for a southern one, and that the legislative
body moved by the plaunibilitglof the arguments offered and actu-
ated by kindly sympathy and friendship for the South and its people,
and without the means. at command to investigate the matter, was
induced to adopt such resolution. But Iam happy to be able to state,
that a few days since, after investigating the matter for themselves,
with a heroism and intelligence worthy the freemen of our mountain
State, and actnateld by what npon careful investigation they found
to be right, reversed their former action and remitted the question
to the discretion and judgment of their Senators and Representatives.

This leaves us free and untrammeled to vote for or against any one
or all the ezgfositions that may come before this House touching this
road. Im? , I have almost reached the conclusion that it will be
in the interest of economy, purity, and honest government to vote
against any proposition which is supported and backed up by an ever
present, persistent, thronging lobby. If a proposition shall possess
merit it will be manifest withont such influence. If such aids are
called in to secure legislation, it saggests to my mind, at once, the
absence of merit. This might not always be a safe rule by which to
be governed, but generally it seems fo me it would be correct.

r. Speaker, this policy of affording Government aid to private cor-
porations is not to be measured alone by what appears on the face of
this bill. Itisfar-reaching. This isbut the opening of along chapter,
and its support by democrats wounld be a sad commentary on their

posed economy, retrenchment, and reform. It would destroy con-
El‘:moe in their pledges to decrease the burdens of the people by les-
sening taxation as far as they are able to do so. If we grant this
company money or eredit to build a railroad, why not hundreds of
others? Why not all others? Where are we to stop ?

It is, I believe, the deliberate judgment of the more thoughtful

rtion of this House, and of this side of it, that such schemes are

oralizing and debauching our political system. It is teaching a
new and dangerous doctrine to our young men. The harm which it
has done already is but a specimen of what would follow the contin-
unance of such policy. Our party platforms, State and national, very
gencrally condemn the subsidy policy to all private corporations
especially railroads. 1tleads to corruption, extravagance, favoritism,
and miagwarnment. In voting against this bill I am satisfied that I
will be in good company, with those who wish to preserve the purity
and lo? of our form of government; with those who mean to trans-
mit the blessings of free government to coming generations.

Finally, the public Treasury belongs to the whole people; the
public domain was acquired by common blood and treasure; and
neither should be used or prostituted to the unconstitutional pur-
pose of fostering private enterprises. The doctrine is daggerous
and corrupting and ruinous. The practice is destructive of the best
interests of the people, by increasing their burdens, which are already
too lieavy. I cannot and will not assent to it or vote for it. My
Jjudgment condemns it ; and in the interest of free government and
an overburdened and tax-ridden people, in the name and by the
authority of an industrious, honest, and intelligent constituentcy, I
enter a solemn and earnest protest against the use of the pubiic
treasure, whether lands or money, to build up private corporations.
I want railroads built, and in a prori)er way will go as far as any
one to build and protect them in all proper rights and franchises;
Dut let them be built in the future, as they have chiefly been in the
past, by private or associated capital. If worth building, if when
completed they will pay, capital will build them for the profits to be
derived. If not worth building, if they will not yield a revenue
when doue, then the Government should have nothing to do with
them. But whether profitable or unprofitable, the General Govern-
ment ought not to build railroads for any private corporation. The

people ought not be taxed for such purposes, and never shall be with
my consent.

REVISION OF PATENT LAWS.

Mr. DEERING. DMr. Speaker, it is the duty of this Congress to di-
vest our patent laws of a certain taint of fyranny and oppression that
is not creditable to our form of government. In their present form,
and as these laws are now interpreted and enforced by the courts,
public rights are at a discount and are #imost entirely ignored. We
are living at an age when the rights of the people are supposed to
be considered and respected, and any law that fails fo recognize and
protect those rights will not be long tolerated.

‘Wise provision was made in the Constitution for authors and in-
ventors, with a view to the spread of useful arts and the pro of

science, but that provision has certainly been diverted from its orig- *

inal design by class legislation. Those who framed that instrument
never contemplated a system that would authorize or permit an army
of swindlers to prey upon communities and plunder the nnwary and
unsuspecting.

No intelligent person could or should be insensible to the debt of
gratitude we owe to inventors, for the discovery and ection of new
and usefnl arts in this country. To their genius and labor are we in
the West indebted for such facilities and improvements as have en-
abled the agriculturist to compete successfully with those in the East-
ern States, and to find a market for his products on the seaboard or
across the ocean. Baut, sir, in protecting these inventors it certainly
is not necessary that we should either eutrage the rights of the people,
or perpetuate a system of patent-right swindling. Out of the system,
as now constituted, abuses have grown up that have so harassed
and annoyed the people in Iowa as to become utterly unbearable,
and from all parts of the State they are sending up their appeals and
indignant protests. It is possible that we cannot redress past or ex-
isting grievances, but we certainly have the power to provide a rem-

for these evils in the future.

ithin the last sixty days, sir,in many of the counties in the dis-
trict which I have the honor to represent, societies have been or-
ganized for protection from this oppression, and against the unjost
exactions of these patent—riit;t. sharpers. Hundreds of the law-abid-
ing and intelligent citizens have 1j;;ined these protective associations.
And it is not strange. It would be strange if it were otherwise. A
dispatch to one of the Chicago pnﬁem from Des Moines states that
npward of two hundred drive-well cases were filed in the Federal
courts in one day ; that in one cib%nnm by, a single attorney is pre-
panng papers for more than one thousand cases; and that the attor-
neys for the patentee of the iron barbs for wire-fences are preparing
papers for upward of four thousand cases in the Federal courts in
our State. Hundreds, if not thousands, of the unwary and unsuspect-
ing farmers in my district will no doubt be compelled, by threats and
intimidation, either to yield to the extortionate demands of these
plunderers, and pay $10 or $§20 each to claimants, or be dragged one
hundred and fifty miles away from their homes, at great inconvenience
and expense, to make defense in the Federal courts—ten or twenty
dollars for purchasing innocently, in open market, an article the en-
tire cost of which would not, as I am informed, exceed $3.

8ir, I believe that this system of legalized oppression and extor-
tion has been already teo long endured, and that the patent laws
should be modified with as little delay as possible. I am aware that
objection will be raised that by any such interference as is contem-
plated the honest inventor would be despoiled of his constitutional
rights, and that the spirit of invention and discovery would be re-

ressed, if not destfoyed. But, sir, the history of inventors does not

r out the latter assumption. On the contrary, it does show that

pecuniary advantage has not usually been the stimulating indunce-
ment with this class of discoverers.

The inventive genius in America, like that of the poet or philoso-
pher, cannot be materially increased or diminished by pecuniary con-
siderations. It is not often-the meritorious inventor that reaps the
reward or realizes the profit of his industry and skill, but the greedy
speculator, who lurks at the door of his workshop and makes neces-
sity his og.portunity. From him it passes again into the hands of a
class of adventurers who roam over the country as agents or assignees
for counties and Btates, and who often seek to live off the earnin
of the people by imguiar means and methods. They are generally
of that class who preferthe game of chanee to any re, usiness ;
who are anxious to realize large profits from slender means and
efforts ; men who always contrive to get on in the world without hard
work. They do not seruple to palm off any of the ten or fifty thoun-
sand of utterly worthless patents, or to extort sums of money on
unjust allegations of infringement.

ir, this evil can be easily corrected, and without impairing the
rights of the inventor or disturbing materially onr present system of
patents. The patent law should be so ¢ d as to hold the man-
ufacturer or vendor, or both, alone responsible to the patentee for
infrin?ament of his rights. The bill which I introduced on the 7th
day of January last does not propose to divest the patentee of any
just right or, as I believe, of any constitutional right. It simply pro-
poses a change in the method of securing redress. 'When any person
shall unlawfully take and a;il;;lly‘ any principle on which the inventor
has proeured a patent, and s manufacture articles which involve
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that patented principle, it simply regulates the remedy. The Con-
stitution says:

Congress shall have &owaz- to secure, for limited times, to authors and inventors
the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries.

We observe that Congress has absolute control of the matter, and
need not necessarily grant them any privileges at all, and may limit
their privileges to a single day; but if any right is granted it must
be * Le exelunsive right.” Right to what ? 5lear1y enough to any
advantage or profit there may be in manufacturing and selling any
article or implement which involves the new principle. Andwhen that
profit or royalty has been once realized or collected, from either maker
or vendor, then the spirit and intent of the Constitution has been
complied with. Puanishment of the manufacturer, who willfally vio-
lates the rights of the patentee, or the dealer who sells such article
funlawfully, for gain or profit, should be fhe inventor's remedy, and
should be by a consideration in moneﬁﬂor by imprisonment, or both,
in the diseretion of the court. This should deter irresponsible or in-
solvent parties from infringement, and should terminate the practice
of pursuing and harassing the innocent purchaser.

1f, sir, as we have supposed, laws are enacted for the protection of
all citizens alike, from injustice and oppression, then is this patent
law, in its present form, a conspicuous failure. - I will show by a few
plain illustrations that its requirements are utterly indefensible. The
man who goes to the manufacturer, or on the open market, and pur-
chases a patented article for personal use, and not for sale or proﬂpt, is
now required to know the entire history of that patent, and whose
particular device he is purchasing; to know that the is an-
thorized to sell that identical article, and that he is acting squarely
with the patentee.

Now, sir, allow me to show that this is not only unreasonable but
is absolutely preposterons. Let us take for illustration the articles
of barbs on wire for fence. I find in nse to inquiries at the
Patent Office that 114 different patents have already been issned on
this one kind of fence. On another implement, the corn-planter, I
find there are 647 patents. On the machine for shelling corn 378
patents have been issued. Now, sir, when gentlemen will consider
that we are now issning yearly in this country about 15,000 patents
they will realize the injustice of the present law. Are our farmers
to wade t.]nm:Fh this vast labyrinth of inventions, and the records
and papers incident thereto, before they shall venture to purchase a
corn-planter or a roll of wire for actual use?! If so, then may Heaven
protect them. Bud, sir, this is all wrong. Personsshonld be allowed
to purchase with imPunity on the og:n market, and without this lia-
bility to be pouneced upon and plun
Frem this annoyance and abuse thereis now neither safeguard or
protection.

I do not contemplate extending my remarks to a general diseussion
of our patent laws. That duty belongs more properly to members of
the Committee on Patents. I do, however, desire to say in coneclu-
sion, that while the Senate bill does not correct all the defects in
existing lam'ﬁi nor all the evils complained of, yet it does provide par-
tial relief, and is probably the best we can homor at this advanced

of a short session. If we should now substitute another bill, or
add to this important amendments, it would require action on the
part of the Senate, and would put in jeopardy all that has been thus
far accomplished. s

Under existing patents, and pending claims for infringement, there
are vested ;ié]l;ta which we cannot disregard, and which Con
could not extinguish by legislation, but the power does rest with Con-
ﬁ?tcm ate gs, and the mannerof securing those rights.

is the Windom amendment, in section 3 of the bill, is designed to
accomplish, and will, if it shall become a law, provide reasonable
protection for those who are now exposed to unjust prosecution. This
amendment would have been improved had it required the claimant
for alleged infringement to first notify the p from whom dam-
ages are claimed, and to fix a sum which he would accept in settle-
ment, of the claim before suit should be b

Under all patents that may be hereafter issued, Congress also has
the power, as I believe, to indicate the parties whom suits
may be brounght, and from whom for all infrin ent
may be recovered. The bill introduced by me would, if paﬂseg‘ﬂold
harmless the purchaser for actual use of patent.that may be here-
after issued, and place the mmedtiagmnst manufacturer or vendor
thereof. It wi also change the manner of proceeding in cases of
cﬂl:ﬁed in;ﬂnﬁge‘nt of existing patents, so as to protect the rights

f all parties alike,

I feel, sir, that the power exists in Con, to enact such law, and
that the people have a right to expect such relief at our hands. If it
shall appear, however, that I am wrong in these conclusions, and that,
as some believe and declare, we have not that power, then will it
also appear that the Windom amendment, in section 3 of this bill, is
also in conflict with the Constitution, and Co powerless to re-
dress these wrongs or to protect tf]{:upeople in their just rights.

I shall vote for the bill, sir, in wnﬁdenmthntitvgubem
tained by the courts, and in the hope that another Congress will take
up and advance the work to completion.

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES AMONG FARM STOCK.

Mr. JONES, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the bill to which I wish to call
attention, and the passage of which cannot be too strongly urged

red by sharpers and swindlers. | Trad

upon this House, is one I infrodaced on the 6th of May last, to pre-
vent the importation and spread of contagious among farm-
stock. The object and purport of the bill is to establish a commis-
sion to consist of three phersong one a competent and skilled veteri-
nary s n and the other two fgmctiml farm-stock breeders, to be
appointed by the President of the United States by and with the
wdvice and consent of the Senate, whose business it shall be to have
charge of the investigation of all kinds of contagious diseases among
farm stock, their causes, means of prevention and ¢ and the best
means of preventing their importation from ubmwll::& their spread
in the United States. The bill makes it the further duty of the com-
mission to report to Congress from time to time such measures as in
their judgment it is desirable for Congress to adopt to aid in accom-
}i,‘lrl:hlng the object songht, and transfers from the Secretary of the
asury to the commission the power to determine when the law
(section 2493 of the Revised Statutes of the United States) prohibit-
ing the importation of neat cattle from any foreign country into the
United States shall be suspended.

This measure is of the highest importance to that portion of the
country in which the agricultural interests are predominant. It is
o practical proposition in the interest of the farmer and stock-grower.
The profits of the agriculfurists are not all derived from the growth
of agricultural products, but !srge]if.rom the raising of cattle, horses,
sheep, hogs, and other animals. = The charms of country life consist
not alone in froits and flowers and fields of growing grain, but like-
wise in flocks and herds and lowing kine. No measure, fore,
can be more beneficial to the farmer than the one under considera-
tion, whether we consult his interests or his pleasare. When we
reflect upon their value and commercial im; ce and*the

eral interests afiected, we wonder that greater attention has not
eretofore been given to the prevention, extermination, and cure of
contagious diseases among domestic animals.

The extent of the agricultural interests appears from the numbers
engaged in the business. The statistics are as follows:

1670, (census.) 1878,
Occupations of male I)opn}stion over

<o ol Number, | P | Number. | Per

2 " | cent. | NUMDET. | cant,
A MG ot oo o S 5,922 471 | 47.35 | 7,600,000| 5066
Man and mining ......cc..... ﬂ.m'r.ﬁln Eiﬁs 2, 900, 000 19.33
Professional and personal .........cc... 2L.47 | 3,000, 000 20, 00
@, e, and t portation 1,191,238 9.52 | 1,500,000 10. 00

Total males over ten years in all
occupations. ... .. --..| 12,505,923 15, 000, 000

1f»we consider entire ation of all and sexes, about one-
half or twenty-three million are e in farming and stock

raising.
The estimated value of farm or domestic animals is the following :

Classes of stock. 1876. 877,
£ O O R S R 000 | £600, 080
g;u.ln ............................................. Big:&'% %ﬁ%
e e e M s e R g 17%'9.063:000 160, £39, 000

DR g O s s s Sk e i e e 1, 477,000, 000 | 1, 460, 439, 000

The estimated value of farm animals for 1878 is §1,845,684,863. The
annual losses from contagious diseases cannot be definitely ascer-
tained, but from reports received from 1,125 counties the losses foot
np as follows: Hogs, §10,001,483; all other animals, $6,561,945, mak-
ing a total of §16,653,428. These re .are from less than half the
counties in the several States and Territories; and it is the opinion
of the Commissioner of Agriculture that theloss in the United States
from contagious and infectious diseases among domestic animals ag-

tes the enormons sum of §30,000,000 annually. The great valne
of stock and the large annnal loss ocourring from contagious
diseases render it highly necessary that some measures be taken to
investigate the causes of these diseases and if possible to exterminate
them and prevent their spread. Much may be done and mnch has
been done by the States in some instances in checking their spread,
but they are carried from one State to another by means of inter-
state commerce to such an extent that many of them are beyond the
control of the State governments.

Measures to be effective must be universal. The regunlations of one
State may be ever so stringent, and negleet on the part of a neigh-
boring State will render its precaution utterly futile. But the States
have not the to enact the necessary legislation on the suhject.
Many of the &estern States attempted to prevent the spread of Texas
fever by prohibiting the driving or conveying any Texas, Mexican,
or Indian eattle into or through them during the summer months.
These statu however, have recently been declared unconstitu-
i e Court of the United States for the reason, as
the Supreme Court say, ‘“they are a plain intrnsion upon the exclu-
sive domain of Congress,” In the case of Railroad Company against
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Husen (5 Otto, 465; the court announce the following opinion. I
yead from the syllabus.

The statute of Missouri which prohibits driving or m%my Texas, Mexi-
can, or Indian cattle into the State between the 1st day of hmd-thalntda{
of November, in each year, is in conflict with the clause of the Constitntion tha
ordains “Congress shall have power to te commeree with foreign nations,

The quantity and value of fresh beef exported to foreign countries
during the last three years were as follows:

Year ending June 30. Pounds. Valoe.

and among the several States, and with the Indian tribes,”

The court further say :

Whatever may be the nature of the police power of a State it cannot be exer-
cised over a subject confided exclusively to Congress by the Federal Constitution.,
Tt cannot invade the domain of the National Government.

Unless Congress takes some action in the premises the North and
West are without a.nf adequate protection against the fearful rav
of Texas fever, liable at any time to be carried to all parts of the
North and West by the shipment of Texas, Mexican, or Indian cattle
into or throngh them.

It affects commerce between the States, the regulation of which
belongs exclusively to Confmss. Article 1, section 8, Constitntion
of the United States, provides: -

The Congress shall have ver to regolate commerce with forelgn nations, and
among(t:.he several States, nnpgtriu.t ﬂaﬁmﬂm tribes. *

The subject of contagious diseases among stock has received the
most careful consideration by the British government, and recently
(in August, 1878! an elaborate act was passed by Parliament, entitled
“An act for ing better provision mspectin&:ontagions and in-
fections diseases of cattle and other animals,” that contains provis-
ions commensurate with the important interests affected. e act
anthorizes the privy council or any two of them to make orders for
the regulation and government of local authorities, persons, ports,
towns, districts, places, areas, vessels, or things, to issue and revoke
* licenses, the appointment and removal of inspectors and other offi-
cers, and when any loecality is infected it is the duty of the local
inspector to give notice, and therenpon the place, with all lands,
buildings, &c., becomes subject to the determination, declaration,
and order of the privy council or any two of them. Inspectors are
m(lnired to give notice to all owners of lands or buildings within one
mile in any direction of the premises affected, and it is therenpon
considered and treated as part of the infected district. Local in-
spectors are provided for all parts of the kingdom, whose duty it is
to notify the privy council as soon as any infection or contagion is
discovered, and it is made their duty on such notice to ascertain
whether the information is correet, and=f so to order and determine
accordingly, and they may if they see fit in any case cause to be
slaughtered any animal in a:g infected district and compensate the
owners out of money provided by Parliament.

This act contains the following important provision, interesting to
Americans in view of the important and increasing trade in live stock,
(particularly the eattle trade,) between this country and England:

The pﬁvi conneil m‘al{ from time to time make snch general or ial orders
as they think fit for prohibiting the landing of animals or any specified thereof
or of carcasses, &¢., brought from any specified foreign y or any specified

part thereof.

Under the authority conferred by this act the privy council, in De-
cember last, issued an order absolutely prohibiting the landing of any
kind of animals in Great Britain from the following foreign countries :
The Austrian-Hungarian Empire, the dominions of the King of the
Hellenes, the dominiens of the King of Italy, the Principality of Mon-
tenfigro, the Principality of Roumania, the dominions of fhe Emperor
of Russia,and the dominions of the éultan,iuc]mling the provinces
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Stringent orders were issued and are
still in force for quarantine miulatums and for landing at certain

ified wharves and for slaughtering under certain specified regu-
lations all animals from all fore'gn countries, except, until further
ordered, the United States and Her Majesty’'s possessions in North
America; and one or two other countries wereallowed to land without
being sui:jact to the orders of prohibition under the act of 1878, or
the orders to slanghter or to quarantine ; but private dispatches have
been received during the present week by some of our leading cattle-
shippers to Europe from their private agents in London, stating that
on the 8th of February the privy conncil of the British government
issued an order restricting the landing. of live cattle from the United
States to certain ports of that kingdom after the 28th instant, where
they will be subject to quarantine and slaughter restrictions.

If we do not take some action that will indicate to Great Britain
that we are alive to the importance of this question and are willing
to adopt such precantionary measures as wﬂl render it entirely safe
for them to free us from these restrictions the American cattle trade
with England is ended. This trade has already assumed large pro-

rtions and bids fair to become of vast importance to this country.

Within the last few years the exportation of fresh beef and live ani-
mals, particularly cattle, has attracted general attention. It is be-
eoming an important enterprise. It has been demonstrated that
Awerican catile can compete successfully in the English markets.
Beef shipped does not compete quite so well because of the difficulty
of preserving itin good condition; but this trade is increasing, owing
to improved methods of preservation. In the live-stock market it is
different, and our stock-raisers if not hampered by unfriendly trade
regulations can compete successfully. The produetion of beef-cattle
is y on the increase in the United States and is likely to become
one of the most impoftant branches of our foreign trade. From the
Burean of Statistics I learn:

. 4, 370, 000 §340, 100
-| 49,210, 950 4, 532, 5%
.| 54, 046, TT1 5, 009, 856

Of the total value of fresh beef exported 99.13 per cent. was shi
to Great Britain and Ireland. The value of the exports of livepap:ﬁ
mals during the last three years was as follows:

Year ending June 30. ’ Valoe.
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The value of the exports of live animals during the last fiscal year
is eight times the value of such exports ten years Fifty-five per
cent. of the entire exports of live animals was to Great Britain and
Ireland, and of the whole amount 67 per cent. was cattle.

The growth of the exportation of cattle to Great Britain during
the last five years was as follows:

Year ending June 30. Number. | Value.
(ol PRt A RS s A e 123 | 113,800
P A SR e S S S S T e 110 73, 000
L T o R e T T D M4 a1, 220
BTl cceicacncasnsurnnnen S hemasassasamanasEanass . Sanaaaan 5, 091 546, 820
L e e L Gt S e 24, 052 2,408, 341

The equrba of live cattle during the first five months of the cur-
rent fiscal year, namely, July to November,gnelusive, in comparison
with the exports of the same during the corresponding months of
the preceding year, are shown as follows : -

Five months ending— Number, Valne.

sy e L T e L 32,079 | 81,217,230
L R R O R R Ry 65, 715 4, 414,000
-

The value of the exports of cattle during the year ended “June 30,
1878, amounted to $3,806,818, whereas the value of such exports
during the first five months of this )l'lear amonnted to $4,414,000, or
$517,152 in excess of the exports of the entire preceding fiscal year.
The necessities of our people require that we should be constantly on
the lookout for new avenues of foreign trade, and will we not be in-
excusable if we permit that to slip through our fingers that is already
within our grasp. If we take no steps to stamp out contagions and
communicable diseases, we cannot complain of England if she adopts
such orders and restrictions nupon the shipment of live-stock from this
as from other countries as will protect her own live-stock from dan-
ger. If we are negligent and careless as to the existence or spread
of these diseases, we cannot expect to maintain free and unrestricted
commerce with England in the cattle trade. We should have a re-
sponsible tribunal whose business it is to investigate this subject and
devise means for our own safety and the security of our neighbors.
It has been said, and I think with truth, that England is unnecessa-
rily apprehensive, and that there is but little dgsng-ar of contagion
being carried from this to that country. I presnme this is true, and
donbtless it was for this reason that the United States were in the
first! place excepted from the orders establishing trade regulations
under the contagious disease act. Our Commissioner of Agriculture,
however, in his last annual report states that “plenro-pneumonia
has recently shown itself at two Poi.ntﬂ in Virginia, Alexandria and
L]mchburgi, where it was recently prevailing in a virnlent form.”

In view of this fact it is not strange that the privy connecil of
England shonld withdraw the exception heretofore made in our
favor until we take such action as satisfy them that no precau-
tion or diserimingtion against the shipment of American cattle is
neceaacl.;g' for their own protection. pleuro-pneumonia was in-
troduced into England by the importation of a cow from Holland,

in 1842, and up to 1878 it has been estimated that she lost from the -

spread of this di in deaths alone over six million head of cattle
worth at least $500,000,000. It is not strange, therefore, that she
should be decidedly sensitive on the subject of permitting live-stock
to be shipped to her shores from a country where this disease exists
or is reported to exist, and especially when that country takes no
steps to ascertain the troth or falsity of the reports and adopts no
measures for the extermination of the disease if it exists, or fo pre-
vent its spread. The losses from contagious diseases among farm
stock have been greater in America than in England, and we have
greater interests to protect for the reason that the value of our farm
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stock is much greater. The United States exceeds in the numbers of
its farm stock any nation in Europe except Russia.

The following table shows the comparative numbers in the United
States, Prussia, and Great Britain:

Countries, asorses | Cattle. | Sheep. | Swine.
11,149,800 | 27, 870,700 | 35,935,300 | 25,726,800
3,352, 937 | 7,096,818 | 22,262,057 | 4,875,114
2/790,857 | 6,115,491 | 30,313,941 | 2 422 a2

While our domestic animals more than double in numbers those of
England, we have no laws to prevent the spread of contagion, while
England has an act so comprehensive in its provisions as to extend
to every owner of land, building or cattle-shed in the kingdom, and
to the exterminatior of any contagion that makes its appearance,
and if necessary to the slanghtering of every infected animal and

ying for it out of the public treasury. We cannot afford to be in-
ggﬁemnt to this question. We are in imminent danger from the
spread of pleuro-preumonia, little less to Le dreaded than the rinder-

t.

The disease was brought to America in 1843, and those who have
investigated the sabject trace it from the Brooklyn cattle-yards, where
it was imported from Holland, through a portion of New York,
New Jersey, Connecticut, and Massachugetts; likewise from New Jer-

into Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. There are manifest indi-
cations that it now exists at Alexandria and Lynchburgh, Virginia,
and probably in the District of Columbia and in some parts of Con-
neeticnt. The Commissioner of Agriculture, in his last annual report,
in reference to pleuro-pneumonia, says:

At present the disease seems to be circumscribed by narrow limits, and could bo
mﬁeﬂ with but little cost in comparison with the sum that would be required
the e be communicated to the countlesa herds west of the Alleghany
Mountains. disease is of such a destructive nature as to have called forth for
its immediate extirpation the assistance of every European government in which
it has appeared, many of them having found it necessary to millions of dol-
lars in its suppression. The interests involved in this case are of so vast a character
and of snch overshadowing rtance, both to the farming and commercial inter-
ests of the country, as to uire the active intervention of the Federal Govern-

ment for their for this reason the considerate attention of Congress
is reapectfully asked to important matter.

It may not be n to adopt measures as rigorous as those
adopted by Great Britain, but we ought to have, as they have in other

countries, a system of wefl-mgn]a laws on the subject. Asto what
these laws shall be, should be carefully considered by this commis-
sion. When they have thoroughly investigated the whole matter
and report their conclusions from time to time, Congress can act in-
telligently and provide whatever may be n in the way of
legislation. The subject is one of great magnitude. Our farmersand
stock-raisers have suffered and, unless some measures are adopted,
must continue to suffer immense losses from the spread of foot-rot
among sheep, cholera among swine, epizootics among horses, and
rinderpest, Texas fever, and pleuro-pneumonia among cattle. The
ravages of these diseases are almost incalculable. We should take
action on thissubject if no other interests were involved than those ef
the cattle trade alone. Ifis only in this way that we may hope to
secure a modification of the p English trade regulations.

If we do not take some steps looking to the extermination of con-
tagion and preventing its spread our live-stock will be practically
excluded from foreign markets. I believe the method pmged hg
this bill the best that has been suggested. It is a matter of too mu
importance to be left to the Commissioner of Agriculture in view of
the multiplied duties of his Department. The rinc}gal features of
the measure were indorsed b{) the American Bgmrt- orn Breeders'
Association at a meeting held by them at Lexington, Kentucky, last
fall; and the Ohio State Grange at its sixth annual gession at Colum-
bus, Ohio, December 13, 1878, passed the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Patrons of Huabandrg of the State of Ohio motfnlly urge
our National Cuzltgrem to speedily pass the bill (H. R. No. 4725) in ced by Hon.
JoBN 8. JoxEs, of Ohio, to prevent the importation and spread of contagious dis-
eases among farm stock, &c.

Let us pass this important measure and thereby evince a friendly
interest in the great question of farming and stock-raising. We are
too apt to dismiss without sufficient consideration all measures that
are for the benefit of our :Ericulturists. I believe there were fifty-
six speeches made under the five-minute rule last session compli-
menting farmers and farming, but chiefly on the proposition to in-
crease the pay of the laborers who serub the floors of the Agricultural
Department. I do not urge the passage of this bill because anxious
to appear as the special champion of the farmer, although I agree
with Cicero in the sentiment uttered by him nearly two thousand
years ngo, that * Of all gainful professions nothing is better, nothing
more pleasing, nothing more delightful, nothing better becomes a
man or & gentleman, than agriculture ;” but because I recognize in it
a measure of vast practical utility, not only to the farmers and stock-
growers of a particular section, but to the entire agricultural and
commercial interests of the whole country.

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I have listened with close
attention to the remarks just submitted by the gentleman from Ohio

and cordially indorse what he has said touching the subject of con-
tagious diseases among cattle. I have examined carefully the bill
which he introduced, and which I believe is now pending before the
Committee on Agriculture. The shipping of live stock is an interest;
which in my district and in iy State, an%l generally throughout the
country, but ially in the West, has become an important and
valuable one. m all I can learn I doubt whether the cattle of this
country are affected to any extent by contagious disease, althongh it
may be true that some of these diseases do prevail in certain locali-
ties. They do not in the West, I know, but it has been said they exist
about Washington and at one or two points in New England. The
interest is so large and so important that the spread of any serious
contagious disease must be attended with great loss, and looking at
it from every stand-point, I think it is our duty to enact into law be-
fore adjournment the bill proposed by the gentleman from Ohio or
one containing similar provisions. In the absence of any point of
order being pressed, and I hope the pointof order will not be insisted
upon, it might go upon the sundry civil bill. If, however, the point
of order should be made and pressed, I hope the Committee on Agri-
culture, having the subject in charge, will through its chairman
move at an early day to suspend the rules and pass the bill. I doubt
whether members who have not had their attention called to it fully
appreciate the steady growth and present importance of the cattle-
raising industry in the United States or the great interest manifested
in it from the valaable support it affords to our carrying trade. Some-
thing shonld be speedily done in its behalf, and the gentleman’s prop-
osition is worthy of mature consideration and early action.

AMENDMENT OF PATENT LAWS.

Mr. DEAN submitted some remarks on the bill (8. No. 300) to amend
the statutes relating to patents, and for other purposes, now before
the Committee on Patents; which will appear in the Appendix.

And then, on motion of Mr. DEERING, (at ten o’clock and thirty
minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned.

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk,
under the rule, and referred as stated :

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Mrs. B. B. Shepard and 20 other
women, of Manchester, New Hampshire, belonging to the First Con-

tional church, for such legislation as make effective the
anti-polygamy law of 1862—to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CLARK, of Iowa: A paper relating to the pension claim of
Albert Thomas—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. COLE : The petition of cigar-makers of Saint Louis, Mis-
souri, against requiring coupon stamps on cigars—to the Committee
of Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of the Saint Louis Bolt and Nut Manufacturing
Company, relating to the duties on tin plate—to the same committee.

Mr. FREE Memorial of Louis Brauer, concerning con-
tagious diseases, in particular yellow fever; its origin, progress,
nature,and action, together with suggestions, remedigs, and improve-
mentsin sanitaries, hospital buildings, and appliances—to the commit-
tee on the origin, introduction, and prevention of epidemic diseases
in the United States.

By Mr. GARFIELD: The petition of the president and faculty of
Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio, for a commission to inquire
into the aleoholic liguor traffic—to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HATCHER : The petition of ladies of Caledonia, Missouri,
{for such legislation as will make effective the anti-polygamy law of
1862—to the same committee.

By Mr. HUNTER : The petition of citizens of Lawrence County,
Indiana, that the pension of John Voyles be increased to an amonnt
that will be a just and adequate compensation for his injuries—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions,

By Mr. MORRISON : Memorial of the Illinois General Assembly, for
pensions to soldiers of the Black Hawk and Mexican wars—to the
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of the Women's Christian Union and
citizens of Carroll, Iowa, for a commission of inquiry concerning the
aleoholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. REA: The petition of James W. Roberts, for the removal
of the charge of desertion—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, the petition of William H. Fanning, of similar import—to the
same committee.

By Mr. REILLY: The petition of manufacturers of and dealers in
tobacco, against the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 5430) providing for
coupon stamps on cigars—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of Joseph Overholt, to be re-
stored to the pension-roll—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, the petition of George Prince, for an increasd’of pension—to
the same committee.

By Mr. SINNICKSON: The petition of 20 citizens of Camden, New
Jersey, against the bill (H. R. No. 1612) concerning patents—to the
Committee on Patents. }

By Mr. SPRINGER : The petition of citizens of White Oak, Mont-

mery County, Illinois, for the establishment of a post-rounte from
%hite Oal, via Pawnee and Cotton Hill, to Springfield, Illinois—
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.
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