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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
SATURDAY, June 8, 1878.

The House met at eleven o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
W. P. HARRISON.

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

COMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES IN THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

Mr. BROGDEN. I ask unanimous consent to report for present con-
sideration, from the Committee on Expenditures in the Post-Office
Department, the resolution which I send to the desk.

The Clerk read as follows :

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in the Post-Office ent is
hereby authorized to sit during the recess of Con 80 as to enable them to

complete their re in detail; and the said co ttee is hereby anthorized to
continue the ces of the expert now in the employ of said committee, the said
exnren to be paid during the recess of &mmﬁ same per diem as at present
paid him, out of the contingent fund of the of Representatives.

Mr. EDEN. I would like to know the necessity for that.
Mr. FOSTER. I object to the present consideration of the reso-
lntion.
PENITENTIARY IN DAKOTA TERRITORY.

Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the
Territories, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill
(H. R. No. ) to appropriate money for the building of a peniten-
tiary in Dakota; and the same was referred to the Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union, not to be brought back on a motion
to reconsider, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed.

JUDICIAL POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF CONSULS.

Mr. MONROE, I ask unanimous consent to report back from the
Committee on Foreign Affairs for present consideration the bill (8.
No. 1272) to amend section 4127 of the Revised Statutes of the United
States, in relation to the l_fludicial powers and functions of consuls.
The bill is intended to perfect the statute for the protection of Ameri-
can citizens abroad in countries not Christian. Iam instructed unani-
mously by the Committee on Foreign Affairs to report it favorably.

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will
ask for objections, if any.

Mr. HALE. I object now,unless it is understood that the bill will
occupy no time.

Mr. MONROE. It ought not to take a minute of time to pass the

bill.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, de., That section 4127 of the Revised Statutes of the United States
be, and the same is hereby, amended so that it shall hereafter read as follows:

SEc. 4127. The provisions of this title, so far as the same are in conformity with
the stipulations in the existing treaties between the United States and E,h
Tunis, Moroceo, Muscat, and the Samoan or Navigator Islands, respectively, all
extend to those countries, and shall be executed in conformity with the provisions of
the treaties und of t-hrg{pm\'isiona of this title by the consuls appointed by the United
States to reside therein, who are hereby ex oficio invested with the powers herein
delegated to the ministers and consuls of the United States appointed to reside in
the countries named in section 4083, so far as the same can be e under the
provisions of treaties between the United States and the several countries men-
tioned in this section, and in accordance with the usages of the countries in their
intercourse with the Franks or other foreign Christian nations. And whenever
the United States shall negotiate a treaty with any fur:‘lign government, in which
the American -gemeral or consul shall be clothed with judicial anthority,
and securing the right of trial to American citizens residing therein before su
consul-general or consul, and containing provisions similar to or like those con-
tained in the treaties witjl the %nvernmemts pamed in this act, then said title, so
far as the same may be applicable, shall bave full force in reference to said treaty,
and shall extend to the v of the gover t negotiating the same.

The bill was ordered to be read athird time; and it was accordingly
read the third time, and passed.

Mr. MONROE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pas.ised; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

THOMAS COTTON.

Mr. ACKLEN. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of
Elections be discharged from the further consideration of the papers
relating to the claim of Thomas Cotton, and move that the same be
committed to the Committee of Claims. I will state that there has
been no meeting of the Committee of Elections recently and there-
fore it is impossible to have the case reported.

The motion of Mr. ACKLEN was agreed to.

Mr. ACKLEN moved to reconsider the vote b
was referred to the Committee of Claims; and
motion to reconsider be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ELECTION CONTEST—TILLMAN V8, SMALLS,

Mr. COBB. I rise to a question of privilege. I submit a report
from the Committee of Elections in the case of Tillman vs. Smalls,
from the fifth con ional district of South Carolina, and ask that
it be printed, and I give notice that I will callit up for the considera-
tion of the House on Wednesday next.

The SPEAKER The Clerk will read the resolution reported by
the committee.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That there was no free, fair, and ble election in the fifth con-
gressional district of South Carolina on the day of November, 1576, and that
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neither Robert Smalls nor George D. Tillman is entitled to the seat from said dis-
trict in the Forty-fifth Congress by virtue of said election, and that said seat is
hereby declared vacant.

Mr. WAIT. Isubmit the views of the minority of the committee
and ask that they be printed together with the report of the ma-

Jjority.

The €lerk read the resolution reported by the minority of the com-
mittee, as follows:
Resolved, That the sitting member is entitled to retain his seat.

The reports were ordered to be printed.

GEORGE C. ELLISON.

Mr. MAYHAM. I ask unanimons consent to offer a resolution for
reference to the special committee on ventilation in to the
suspension of George C. Ellison, chief-engineer of the House, and
directing his restoration to said position.

Mr. HENRY. I object.

0. B, AND 0. 8. LATHAM.

Mr. LOCKWOOD, by nnanimous consent, from the Committee on
Claims, reported back the bill (H. R. Ne. 1290) in addition to an act
for the relief of Obadiah B, Latham and Oliver S. Latham, of Seneca
Falls, New York, approved March 3, 1863, and moved that the same
be committed to the Committee of Claims, and that the report and
the accompanying papers be printed.

The motion was to.. -

LEAVE TO PRINT.

Mr. EAMES. I ask unanimouns consent to have printed in the
RECORD some remarks npon the bill in reference to the reduction of
postage on letters.

There was no objection, and the leave was granted. [See Appen-
dix.]

JOHN B. NIX.

Mr. GAUSE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
5136) for the relief of John B. Nix, of Miller County, Arkansas;
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on
Public Lands, and ordered to be printe(ll.

GOLOID COINAGE.

Mr. VANCE, from the Committes on Coinage, Weights, and Meas-
ures, bf unanimons consent, reported a joint resolution (H. R. No.
187) relative to goloid coinage; which was read a first and second
time.

The joint resolution authorizes the Secretary of State to inquire
into the subject of said goloid coinage, with the exhibits explanatory
thereof, together with fair specimens of the coinage, to be prepared
at the mint with any improvement in the process as proposed by Dr.
Hubbell, under the direction and at the discretion of the Director of
the Mint and submit the same to the international monetary con-
gress pro by the act of February 28, 1878, if the same convenes,
and provides that the subject be reported back, by the proper officers,
to the next or any subsequent session of Congress.

The joint resolution received its several readings, and was passed.

Mr. VANCE moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso-
lution was passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

Mr. VANCE. I ask that the report and the papers accompanying
the joint resolution be printed.

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

HEAD-MONEYS.

Mr. COX, of New York, by nnanimous consent, introduced a DLill
(H. R. No. 5137) to legalize the collection of head-moneys already
paid; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to printed. 1

Mr. COX, of New York. I askleave to have printed in the RECORD
letters in relation to this subject.

There was no objection, and the leave was granted.

The letters are as follows :

New York, June 4, 1878

Sm: As counsel for the commissioners of emigration you argued the case of Hen-
derson vs. Tho Mayor, &e., reported in 2 Otto.

Since that time suits for the recovery of many hundreds of thousands of dollars
have been brought against the commissioners of emi on and against the New
E’gt;lg{ ?hity anthorities. 1:; t..'h? careu of ttMl:o aick mc‘llmi ]&m. the imofbcoﬂa and the

he ioners of emigration have expen rge sums of money npon
umig'rantuwhuwer\evnﬂt wm‘ixemnf il lves when landed at New Yg?-k
City, The police powersof the State wonld undoubtedly have been susceptible of
such constitutional enactment and enforcement at the time the bead-moneys were
paid as wonld have compelled the steamship lines to have provided for such emi-
ﬂ:mta as required immediate provision upon landing, or else that they be refused
ding and compelied to take them back.

It is manifestly unjust that when the head-moneys have been expended upon the
emigrants which the hip panies have landed and to the supportof whom
they were qujg:bly if not legally bound, should be permitted to recover head-mon-
@y8 8o expende: &

)I hav:gemﬂad a short act, which I inelose for your approval, and ask yon to intro-
duce it and urge its passage.

It would be out of place for me to trace the history of the commissioners of emi-
gration, or the bepefit they have been as banker, friend, guide, nurse, and physician
to the r, unknown, ignorant, sick emi t, to the Senator from New York who
must know it so much more thoroughly than I do. I must rely upon that knowl-
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edge to secure your aotive urgency of the bill, or some one which will accomplish
the same end.

Very
LEWIS SANDERS,
{537 s of Emigration.

G 1 to the C
Hon. FrANCIS KERNAN,
United States Senator, Washington, D. C.
Crty oF NEw YORK,
FINANCE DEPARTMENT, COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE,
June 4, 1878,
DeAr Bin: Iinclose a draft of an act to be passed by Congress, validai the
collection of head-moneys already g‘lﬂ 2 i
The equities are all in favor of the bill. Since the Supreme Court at Washing-
ton decided that the act of this State anthorizing the collection of head moneys, to
be paidin licuof a bond conditioned for tho support of such emi ts as might
become a public charge, is nnconstitutional, a number of suits bave brought by
various steamship companies to recover the head tax paid, amounting tolarge sums

of money.

The fa{-.t that a in law is ertmatneg problematical will not materially
reduce the cost of defen these suits by the municipal and State authorities
sued. It is of importance that this bill be p d at this ion if possible, and to

that end that it be introduced into both Houses at once.
oo

our ﬂ{l:ﬁlty t:;o the inta?:ta o.IfJ 1t.l:e city and State, and your activity in pro-
¥ to secure a favorable rt passage
¥ in&oae aletter to Senator KERNAN, h-om Louis Sanders, counsel to the com-

and speedy of the bill.

of emigration, which I heuﬂl{lindorse. You are at liberty to nse Mr.
Smd;m'a letter or'not, as your judgment dictates to be best. Hoping fo hear from
you, I remain,
Yery truoly,
JOHON EELLY, Comptroller.
Hon. 8. 8. Cox,
- Washington, D. C.

IMPROVEMENT OF TWELVE-MILE BAYOU, ETC.

Mr. REA. I ask unanimous consent to put upon its p. the
bill (H. R. No. 4878) to improve the navigation of prelve-}li]a you
and the lakes between Shreveport, Louisiana, and Jefferson, Texas,
and for other purposes.

Mr. EDEN. Is not that already provided for in the river and har-
Dor bill

Mr. HALE. I object.

RICHARD 8. BULLOCK.

Mr, DICKEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
5138) granting a pension to Richard 8. Bulloek, of Adams County,
Ohio; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. PAGE. I call for the regular order.

Mr. BLOUNT. The regular order being called for, I move that the
House now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union for the purpose of resuming the consideration of the
deficiency appropriation bill.

ALICE E. DE GROOT.

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I have been requested by the gentleman
from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS] to ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on the Judiciary be discharged from the further considera-
tion of the bill of the House No. 3160, to refer the claim of Alice E.
De Groot and others, administrators of William H. De Groot, deceased.
to the United States Court of Claims, and that the same be referred
to the Committee of Claims, not to be brought back by a motion to
reconsider.

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

MEXICAN AWARDS,

Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent to have taken from the
Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 1016, to provide for the distribution
o}] the awards made under the convention between the United States
of America and the Republic of Mexico, concluded on the 4th day of
July, 1868. The House passed that bill with an amendment and sent
it to the Senate. The Senate have disagreed to the amendment, and
I now ask that the House insist upon its amendment and ask a com-
mittee of conference.

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. BLOUNT. I now move that the rules be suspended and the
Honse resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of
proceeding with the consideration of the deficiency appropriation bill.

The motion was agreed to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,
(Mr. BEEBE in the chair.) :

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole
for the purpose of proceeding with the consideration of the bill (H.
R.No.5117) making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appro-
¥riationa for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and prior years, and

or those heretofore treated as permanent, for reappropriations, and

! for other purposes. The Clerk will report the pending paragraph, and

also the amendment which is now pending offered by the gentleman
from Louisiana, [Mr. Eram.]
The pending paragraph was read, as follows:

To meet a deﬂcien%y that may occur in the nlppro riation for compensation of
postmasters, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1578, $400,000, or so much thereof
as may be necessary.

The amendment offered by Mr. ELAM was read, as follows:
That the sum of §183 be, and is hereby, appropriated to pay the balance due E. R.

Boisset, of the State of Louisiana, for balance due him as the postmaster at Alex-
andria, in said State.

The question was taken on the amendment, and it was not agreed to.

Mr. FOSTER. Idesiretheattention of the gentleman from Georgia
[ Mr. BLounT] having charge of thisbill. By the pending paragraph
$400,000 is appropriated for a deficiency in the compensation of post-
masters. e Department says that the deficiency will amount to
$900,000, It will necessarily have to be sfid, because the postmasters
retain their pay out of the revenues of their offices.

I might go on in regard to the next paragraph, which appropriates
£550,000 to meet a deficiency in the revenues of the Department. The
two paragraphs appropriate $§950,000 for deficiencies, which the De-
partment estimates at §2,137,000.

The deficiencies arise in this way: the receipts are estimated at
$33,684,143. In that estimate isincluded §750,000 for official postage-
stamps. The fact is that the last sppmﬁriation bill made no appro-
priation for official postage-stamps, yet the Committee on Appropria-
tions have assumed that the revenues will be the full amount of the
estimates, including the $750,000 for official postage-stamps.

In addition to that the Department estimates that there will be a
deﬁciaggg of $1,400,000 in the revenues, making a total deficit of
$2,137,000. Now to meet that entire deficiency this bill appropriates
$900,000. It seems to me that is utterly insufiicient.

The deficiency arises from two canses: one is the failure of the
Committee on Appropriations to take into account the fact that we
have made no appropriation for official postage-stamps, amounting to
$750,000, and the further fact that the revenues of the Post-Oéme
Department are less by $1,400,000 than the estimated receipts for this
igar. Unless this deficiency is made up at this time it will have to

made up at some future time; that is all there is of it. I thinkit

will be wisdom on the part of the House to make the necessary ap-

ropriation now. T therefore move toamend the pending paragraph
v striking out “£400,000” and inserting * $900,0&.”

Mr. BLOUNT. My colleague on the Committee on Appropriations
[Mr, FosTER] has represented correctly the estimate made by the
Post-Office Department. I have examined those estimates caregﬂly.
The estimate of the De ent for the present fiscal year was only
$7,500,000; the apgroprlatiou for this fiscal year was $7,250,000.

Mr.'FOSTER. That is the amount the Post-Office estimates will
be needed in excess of the revenues of the Department.

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes,sir. Now, if weadd to the amount which was
appropriated for this fiscal year the amount which is proposed to be
appropriated by this bill we willhave an appropriation for this fiscal
gear of over §8,000,000, which is more than the Department estimated

or.

I know it is the habit of the Department to overestimate in this
particular. I concede that there may be no disadvantage so far as
the Post-Office Dagartment is concerned in overestimating. But they
take a very latituadinarian view of the matter. Their idea seems to
be that if they do not spend the whole amount appropriated it will
be left in the Treasury ; but that has not been the practice of Con-
ﬁ::ms. In their appropriation bills they have estimated differentl

m the Department. The Forty-fourth Congress appropriate
$250,000 less than the amount estimated for.

In this bill we have gone even beyond that amount and appropri-
ated $400,000, making $7,650,000 appropriated alto%ethar, more than
the Department estimated last year would be needed for other pur-

0ses.

Now we are told that this state of things grows largely out of the

fact that frands have been practiced upon the Government by the
asters in the sale of stamps. That is the leading feature npon
which this deficiency is based.

For some months past the Department has adopted the plan of re-
straining postmastersin the sale of stamps. Previously they obtained
stamps whenever they called for them. Now when such applica-
tions are made the Department goes into an examination, and often-
times refuses to furnish stamps. The hope is that this supervision
by the Department will largely check this abuse.

The course which we propose to adopt can be no disadvantage to
the Government; no embarrassment can grow of outit. My colleague
on the committee, [ Mr. FOSTER, ] as well as the House, will remember
that in this very bill we have ap]l)mpriated in the neighborhood of
£400,000 for 1876. There is no failure on the part of any postmaster
to receive his pay; and therefore we think we are entirely safe in
adopting the sum named in the bill.

As to the next item it will be observed that this money is not taken
from the postal revenues, but comes ont of the Treasury. Therefore it
is a fund which the Department may use even if it gets this $2,000,000.
The plan of the Department was to take from the revenues of the
Department the amount necessary to pay the postmasters. But we
have provided an appropriation of $550,000; and these two items
come from the Treasu d‘.)imtly, making $950,000.

[Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. FOSTER. Inorder that the gentleman from Georgia may con-
tinue his remarks I withdraw my amendment.

Mr. EDEN. Irenew the amendment and yield my time to the gen-
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. BLoUNT].

Mr. BLOUNT. r%}ow the estimate as to the revenues is made npon
the first two quarters of the fiscal year, and it is assumed that the
revenues of the last two quarters will not be in excess of the first
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two. But I have before me a statement of the receipts for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1877, by which the revenues for the several quar-
ters are shown to have been as follows:

FABE UATLOL s smniasapanomaunn snaman/ne e =g -..56,539,171 38
ST B E e Y L R i e S S R AL
A AT e L L e et i a e o e Sy S L
Last uarter. .- eeescnauns vorsomersncsnassneny e 7,001,110 71

It thus appears that during the last two quarters of the fiscal year
the revenue amounted to a million dollars more than in the first two
quarters ; and by examination it will be found that this is about the
ratio of receipts for several fiscal years. Hence the Department is
wrong in the assumption that the deficiency in the last two quarters
will be as great as that in the first two quarters. We are satisfied
that the Department with the appropriations here pro will have
enough. If not it will simply do asit has done heretofore. If Icould
see a probability of any embarrassment in the operations of the De-

artment I might assent to the proposition of the gentleman from
Emio, [Mr. FosTER4] but as we believe there is no such probability
v{la t;’;hjxﬁk it best that the appropriation should be made as reported in
the bill.

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman from Georgia assumes that his fig-
1res are more safely to be trusted than those of the Department. I
have given the estimates of the Department for the balance of the
fiscal year, those estimates being founded on the first two quarters.
I have only to say that unless a larger sum is apgmpriated, we shall
when we meet next winter be again met with a deficiency appropri-
ation for this Department, a thing very urpleasant to my friends on
the other side, and which it may take a t deal of time to explain

away. I make the prediction now, as I have often made it in the
t, that the gentleman is utterly mistaken and when we meet next
f)gezamber we shall be met with another call to make up a deficiency

which we are asked to appropriate now.

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman refers fo the deficiencies in appro-
priations of the Forty-fourth Congress, but he does not refer to defi-
«<iencies in the appropriations for 1876, which were made by his own
party. Besides the gentleman very well knows that his party when
in power in this House did not conform to the estimates.

he question being taken on the amendment of Mr. FOSTER, as re-
newed pro forma by Mr. EDEN, it was not agreed to; there being—
ayes 44, noes 72,

Mr. RIDDLE. I move to amend by inserting the following:

To pa} T. A. Kendig for carrying the mails in Louisiana from November 1,
1866, to June 30, 1867, (routes Nos. 8108 and 8109) being a deficiency for the fiscal
year 1871, and prior years, the sum of §4,000.44.

This account has been audited by the Auditor of the Post-Office
Depariment and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury.

. BLOUNT. Before the gentleman proceeds, I desire to reserve
@ question of order on the amendments.

. RIDDLE. This is a deficiency of the same sort as those appro-
priated for yesterday.

Mr. EDEN. If this account which is thirteen or fourteen years old
has been andited in the Treasury Department, I want to know more
about it than we can learn in the debate on this appropriation bill.

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask the attention of the Chair to Rule 43. The
facts in regard to this case are that a bill for the payment of this
-claim has, by direction of the House, been referred to the Committee
-of Claims, and is there pending. Consequently this is not in order
.as an amendment to the present bill.

Mr. RIDDLE. I will state very frankly that a bill covering this
claim has been introduced and has already been passed by the House;
it is 11:051' pending in the Senate, but with no probability of its being
reacned.

Mr. BLOUNT. That does not relieve the amendment from the
point of order.

Mr. RIDDLE. The bill in this House was referred to the gentle-
man from Maryland [Mr. HENRY] as a subcommittee, and a favora-
‘ble report was made upon it.

Mr. EDEN. Rule 43 covers the case.

The CHAIRMAN. It appears that this claim is not pending before
the House, but pending before Con . According to the statement
-olt1 tlﬁa gentleman from Tennessee, [ ﬁr. RIDDLE, ] it is not now before
the House.

Mr. RIDDLE. I introduced a bill for thissame purpose in the last
Congress, but it never became a law, and I presume it never will,
unless attached to an appropriation bill.

Mr. EDEN. There are plenty more of such cases on the Private
Calendar.

Mr. RIDDLE. The Government is bound to pay its debts just as
much as privatecitizens are. The obligation is the same in both cases.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair fails to see that this proposition is
one that comes within Rule 120, and therefore rules it not in order.

Mr. RIDDLE. Will the Chair allow me just one remark ¥ Similar
P sitions were decided in order yesterday, I believe.

e CHAIRMAN. On each occasion where a point of order has
been raised the Chair has consistently and uniformly ruled such
propositions out of order.

r. RIDDLE. In regard to deficiencies ?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, sir.

Mr. RIDDLE. Two or three were oxpaaaed yesterday.

The CHAIRMAN. But no point of order was made on them.,

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia.
The Clerk read as follows :
To uel tes being amount d

as m",‘%ﬁi‘mﬁ?cm'?a Store, Virginia.ua e

Mr. BLOUNT. We acted on that yesterday.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. The gentleman is mistaken. That is
not the amendment I proposed last night. The amendment I pro-
posed last night had twenty-six cents added to it. It was suggested
the sum was much too large or much too small. In the interest of
economy I have omitted the excess over $28, and I think if the House
will listen to me they will pass the appropriation.

Mr. BLOUNT. 1 insist on the question of order.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I neverraised aquestion of order on my
friend from Georgia, althongh he is frequently out of order. This
money is due to an old man ninety years of age. It was due in 1860
in settlement of his postal accounts. It was so small it did not then
attract his attention, but since then fortune has dealt harshly with
him. He is poor, ninety years of age, served in the war of 1812, and
has been asking for this little pittance for a number of years, the
Department writing to him all the time that the money was due him,
and that the law authorized it, but that there was no appropriation
out of which to pay it. That is the purport of the letter upon your
table. That is the purport of the letter to him. I hope the House
will pay this debt. It is small to be sure, but though small it is hon-
eslilfv due and should be paid.

r. EDEN. There are two or three hundred cases upon the Pri-
vate Calendar of precisely the same character and just as good as the
one the gentleman from Virginia advocates, and if this is to goon I
move as an amendment to the gentleman’s amendment all those cases.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I make the point of order on the amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order.

Mr. BLOUNT. I insist on my point of order to the amendment of
the gentleman from Virginia notwithstanding his persuasive argu-

ment.

The CHAIRMAN. For the same reason given in reference to the
amendment to the amendment suggested by the gentleman from Illi-
nois—

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Before the Chair decides let me say that
this amendment of mine is perfectly competent. Itcannot be rejected
because of any want of principle in it, but the amount may be too
large or too small and therefore it is competent to correct the amount
accordin%' to the facts. I offer it as a distinctive Emposition, and it
is not snbject to the point of order. It never has been acted on.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia submitted a point
of order against the proposition of the gentleman from Illinois, and
the Chair sustained that point of order. For the same reason the
Chair is bound to sustain the point of order raised by the gentleman
from Georgia as against the amendment of the gentleman from Vir-
ginia, not because it has been previously acted on, but because it is
not germane to the bill under consideration.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Yesterday it was decided to be in

I move the following amendment :

tof his &

order.

Mr. ATKINS. I insist, Mr. Chairman, that we shall proceed in
order. The Chair has decided, and this is the end of the matter, un-
less the gentleman takes an apllzeal.
b';{'he C RMAN. The Clerk will proceed with the reading of the

i1,

The Clerk read as follows:

To meet a deficiency that may oceur in the revenues of the Post-Office Depart-
ment, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, £550,000, or so much thereof as may

be necessary.

Mr. FOSTER. I move to strike out ©8550,000” and in lieu thereof
to insert “$1,000,000.” I hope the amendment I have offered will be
adopted, because unless it is adopted we will be met next year with
a deficiency to the difference between the two amonnts.

Mr. BLOUNT. I entirely disagree with the gentleman from Ohio,
and hope the amendment will be rejected.

The amendment was rejected.

The Clerk read as follows:

House of Representatives:
To James J. Speilman amount due him as for the Doorkeeper’s office
ﬁomm 1 to October 15, 1877, as approved by the Committee of Accounts,

Mr PAGE. I move tostrike out the last word in order that I may

inquire what this is for. We certainly should have some explanation
of the matter as to how this deficiency arose.
Mr. BLOUNT. In reference to matters concerning the employés of
this House the Committee on Appropriations have acted upon the
recommendation of the Committee of Accounts, which committee has
examined into these matters and reported in this case that this party
is entitled to this amount of money.

Mr. PAGE. I wish simply to know how these deficiencies have
occurred. I have no doubt there is a deficiency, bnt I wish to know
whether the officers of the House have exceeded their authority.

Mr. BLOUNT. My friend from North Carolina will remember we
had a good deal of trouble under the last Doorkeeper and that this is
one of the cases.

Mr, PAGE. I withdraw the formal amendment.
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The Clerk read as follows:

To Charles Chriulinn:rfor services as laborer in the office of the Sergeant-at-Arms
from March 1, 1877, to June 30, 1878, §800.

Mr. CORLETT. I move the following amendment:

Tt newNpaers el atalbimicry ior Mainbaie d Delegates o the House of Rep-

T news and stationery for Members and Del o Honse o
maenhtivaal?aor the present sggim of Congress, $37,

Mr. CLYMER. That surely isnoft a deﬁciens{.u

Mr. BLOUNT. The committee think there been ample pro-
vision on that subject.

Mr. CORLETT. I ask the Clerk to read, on page 139 of the Manual,
Rule 154 and the note :ﬂapended to that rule.

The Clerk read as follows:

154. The allowance of stationery to each Member and Delegate shall be of the
value of §75 for a long session and §45 for a short session of Con

[This rule is inoperative, as by act of February 12, 1868, the wance for sta-
tionery and newspapers is fixed at §125 for each session.]

Mr. BLOUNT. I make the additional point of order that it is not
germane. If it belongs anywhere it belongs to the legislative appro-
priation bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair snstains the point of order. "

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following
paragraph :

o oot G PO s Gty in Louisiana, f ioe performed

0 pay o 0. @ surveyor in uisiana, for service orTm
durin;]; {he fiscal year 1874, &233?95. 2

Mr. PAGE. I offer the following amendment, to come in after the
paragraph just read :

To pay J. R. Glover, contract ‘S?Jtember 186, 1875, §388.21 ; J. A. Benson, contract

Dber, 13, 1875, $491.90; S. W. Brunt, contract June 10, 1875, §2,205.11; J. A.
Benson, contract November 14, 1876, §913.46 ; F. T. Perrio, contract Janunary 31, 1876,
§268.60; John Gilchrist, contractJannary 21, 1876, §535.94 ; William Minto, contract
June 26, 1875, 22,266 85.

Mr. BLOUNT. I raise the question of order that these are not
audited acconnts; that they are mere claims.

Mr. PAGE. They are in the estimates of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury accompanied by the following note :

NoTe.—The foregoing estimates for nurve}'inignpu‘hlic lands in Arizona, California,
Florida, Louisiana, and Oregon are submitted in order to lignidate balances due to
the deputy surveyors for surveys executed under their tive contracts entered
into with the respective surveyor-g -als of the Unil States and Territories.
The deficiencies were caused gy said snrveyor-generals underestimating the cost
of the work embraced in the contracts, but as the surveys have been approved and
are available to the Government in the disposal of the lands thus surveyed, the re-
gpective sums are submi

Mr. BLOUNT. From what page is the gentleman reading ?

Mr. PAGE. I am reading from page 21 of the estimates of the
deficiencies in appropriations transmitted by the Secretary of the
Treasury. This is money due these men for surveys. They are poor
men. They have gone into the field and paid their own expenses:
they have done this work, and it has been approved and accepted ;
and the estimates for the }i’s.yment have been submitted to the %om»
mittee on Appropriations by the Secretary of the Treasury. On the
same page, to the estimate for $913.46, amount due John A. Benson,
deputy surveyor for surveys in California, executed under contract
of November 14, 1876, the following note is appended :

Norte.—The above contract was for surveying the out-boundaries of the Round
Valley Indian reservation in California, for which no appropriation is applicable.
It was necessary, however, to have the boundaries of this Indian reservation sur-
veyed, in order to make the adjacent public lands available, and to keep white set-
tlers from intruding on the reservation.

Now these are just and equitable claims. And let me remark that
the item in the bill which has jnst been read is nof to be found in
the estimate at all. I have no objection to its being paid, but these
men named in my amendment onght to be paid for work already done
and of which the Government has had the benefit.

Mr, BLOUNT. As to the statement of the gentleman that the
item in the bill is not in the estimates, I will state that since the
document containing the estimafes was prepared and sent in the
aunditing has taken place in regard to that item. But as regards all
the items the gentleman from California has named, the committee
was informed by officers of the Treasury Department that they were
not audited. The reason they were not audited was because there
was no appropriation for the purpose. It issetforth in the statement
the gentleman himself reads that a contract was made for a given
survey on certain estimates, that snbsequently it turned out the serv-
ice went beyond the contemplation of Congress at the time the
appropriation was made. It i1s not a deficiency, and I submit the
amendment is not in order on this bill.

Mr. PAGE. Does the gentleman make the point of order that these
are not deficiencies ?

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, sir.

Mr. PAGE. Why, sir, they are submitted by the Secretary of the
Treasury in Executive Document No, 45, being a letter addressed to
the Speaker of this House, and they are for surveys under contracts
made with the surveyor-general. These are degnty United States
surveyors, and if they exceeded the amount which the surveyor-gen-
eral expected, that is another reason why they should not be paid.
The contracts were let at so much per mile, and it turned out that
more money was required than was expected when the contracts were
let. But the labor has been performed and the work has been ac-
cepted, and the only reason the accounts have not been audited is

that there is no money in the Treasury to pay them.
there would not be nnideﬁciency.

Mr. BLOUNT. We have limited the amount of money for these
surveys.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire of the gentleman from
California if the appropriation was not made for this work at the
time the work was done 3

Mr. PAGE. An appropriation was made for surveys undoubtedly.
But the work is in excess of the amount appropriated and now there
is a deficiency, because it amounted to more than the money in the
hands of the surveyor-general was sufficient to pay. But the work
has been accepted by the Government; the surveys have been ac-
oepbtad, and the Secretary of the Treasury reports this to the Honse
as being a deficiency in each of these cases.

Mr. RIDDLE. Suppose no appropriation was made, would it then
be a deficiency ?

The CHAIRMAN. Is that an inquiry addressed to the Chair?

Mr. RIDDLE. Yes,sir, it is addressed to the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has stated to gentlemen in reply to
the same inquiry on former occasions that if no appropriation had
been made at all and the service had been rendered without any lim-
itation, in that case it would be an expenditure anthorized by law.
But if the expenditure is anthorized and the appropriation made un-
der section 3979 of the Revised Statutes the officer cannot exceed the
amount of the amix‘;opﬁation.

Mr. RIDDLE. regard to the amendment I offered I find this
note in the Book of Estimates:

Nore.—No apgmgnho‘n was made for deficiencies in the postal revenues for
the years 1866 and 1867,

Those were the deficiences that covered my amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlemen did nof call the attention of the
Chair to that condition of facts at the time.

Mr. RIDDLE. I was not aware that that would have changed the
decision of the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. Asregards the amendment under consideration
the Chair fails to see where it differs from other cases already ruled
on in their order. An appropriation was made and this work was
done in excess of the appropriation; and while it may now consti-
tute a valid claim againstthe Government it must be upon b
Congress in the ordinary way, and not as an amendment to this bill.

Mr. PAGE. Let me state, before the Chair makes up his mind, that
the appropriation that was made for the survey of the public lands
in ilt.l:ua States and Territories was made in gross, at so much per linear
mile.

The CHAIRMAN. Was the number of miles directed to be sur-
veyed stated ?

r. PAGE. There was a certain amount appropriated in gross for
the survey of the public lands in the States and Territories, at so
much per linear mile. Now it was impossible for the surveyor-gen-
eral to tell exactly how much it would cost to give out the work nnder
the law. But these surveys have been made, and it was fonnd that
the number of miles was greater and the labor greater than had been
supposed. The reports were sent in to the Government, and their
surveys were accepted, and you will find the difference between the
amonnt paid and the amount due set opposite the names read by the
Clerk in my amendment. The Secretary asks the House to appropri-
ate a sum sufficient to pay for thislabor. It was performed in accord-
ance with law, anthorized by law, and at rates fixed by law.

Mr. BLOUNT. I want to say that these accounts have never been
audited and reported.

Mr. PAGE. Oh, yes, they have been.

Mr. BLOUNT. The claims have been reported, but they have not
been andited.

Mr. PAGE. How can they be audited until an appropriation is
m?%el And how do these cases differ from the one already in the
bi

The CHAIRMAN. The expenditures already anthorized by law
have always been held to be expenditures for which an appropria-
tion has been made. These may constituie claims which are subsist-
ing and valid claims against the Government; but they cannot be
moved as an amendment to a general aqpropriation bill.

Mr. PAGE. But this is not a general appropriation bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled that it is.

Mr. ATKINS. This is the general deficiency appropriation bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order.

Mr. PAGE. Then I make the point of order upon the paragraph at
the end of page 34, as follows:

T smt?&mg pdﬂr’sl{c méﬂm ty in Louisiana, f ice performed dur

(] . Elms, iy surveyor 0T BETV1CS -
ing the Ascal year 174, §316.55 y

I hope the gentleman will not insist upon smuggling this claim
through when he makes the point of order against others,

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order.

Mr. PAGE. I make the point of order upon that claunse.

The CHAIRMAN. Is the gentleman prepared to show that the
clause against which he raises the point of order is an expenditure
not anthorized by law ?

Mr. PAGE. It occupies the same relation exactly as the claims I
have submitted.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled yesterday, and was sustained,

If there was,
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as he supposed, by the emphatic action of the committee, that where
a proposition is embraced in the bill and it is assailed, the onus rests
upon the party assailing it to prove that it is in violation of law.

Mr, PAGE. I make the same point of order on this clause that the
gentleman from Georgia made yesterday. :

The CHAIRMAN. The onus is now changed, and the gentleman
must show that this changes the existing law.

Mr. PAGE. I will take the same argument thatinduced the Chair
yesterday to rule out a clause.

The CHAIRMAN. To what law does the gentleman from Califor-
nia refer ? '

Mr. PAGE. The same law to which the gentleman from Georgia
referred and which induced the Chair to rule a clause out of order.

Mr. BLOUNT. That law will not work here.

Mr. PAGE. I know the rule will not work both ways.

Mr. BLOUNT. Inthiscase the appropriation is under authority of
law and is for the payment of an audited account, as the committee
is informed.

Mr. PAGE. It isnot in the Book of Estimates and it is not a defi-
ciency, and I make the point of order that it is not.

The CHAIRMAN. If there is a question of fact between the gen-
tleman from California and the gentleman from Georgia the Chair
must be governed by the text of bill, and the Chair overrunles the
point of order made bi the gentleman from California.

Mr. RIDDLE. I ask that the Chair may have before him the note
to the estimates which I hold in my hand and that he may reconsider
his decision in regard to my amendment applying to the Post-Office
Department.

he CHAIRMAN. We have passed from that portion of the bill.

Mr. COX, of New York. I offer the following amendment:

To place the three instructors of field-music at Fort Colnmbus on the same foot-
ing as chief musicians of regimenta.

Mr. BLOUNT. I raise the question of order that the amendment
is not germane to the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. To what portion of the bill does the gentleman
from New York propose his amendment.

Mr. COX, of New York. To come in just where we stopped.

The CHAIRMAN. Does the ﬁentlema.n desire it to come in under
the heading of “public lands ?

Mr. COX, of New York. Anywhere; it appertains to nearly every-

thing.

Thge CHAIRMAN. The portion of the bill to which the amendment
might be applicable has been passed. .

Mr. COX, of New York. This bill is a miscellaneous deficiency bill
and the amendment is in order anywhere.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must sustain the point of order.

Mr. COX, of New York. On what ground ?

The CHAIRMAN. It is not germane to the portion of the Dbill at
present nnder consideration.

Mr. COX, of New York. Very well; I will offer it again.

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read as follows:

0 or h m o0Xen, Wagons, sleighs, ha: , Bteamboats and
N ei:']f".iima S Tlvond gars, 1D ot ¢ prvs e gt
or abandoned while in the military service, §75,666.50,

Mr. COX, of New York. I move to insert after that clause the fol-
lowing :

To place the three instructors of field-music at Fort Columbus on the same foot-
ing as chief musicians of regiments.

I will state that one of these men has served thirty years, another
twenty-eight, and the other twenty-five years.

Mr. FOSTER. Isthat germane to a proposition to pay for horses,
mules, and oxen ?

Mr. BLOUNT. It might be germane to the Army appropriation
bill or to the legislative bill,

The CHA . Does the gentleman make a point of order
against the amendment ¥

Mr. BLOUNT. I do.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must sustain the point of order for
several reasons. In the first place it proposes to change existing law
and is not in the direction of retrenchment ; and in the second place
it is not Eermzma to the portion of the bill under consideration.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. There is a small item here, not a
very large one; but it contains a principle contrary to what has
hitherto been the practice of the Government.

The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman frem
Pennsylvania [Mr. WHITE] now take the floor ?

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. For information.

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman submit an amendment ?

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I move to strike ont the last word.
I inquire of the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. BLouNT] or of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations why interest is allowed in the following
item, on page 37 of the bill :

To pay Georie Billow the sum of £410, with intereat from December 28, 1864, to
date of paymen

It has not hitherto been the practice of the Government to allow
interest upon any claim, and I would like to know why this is made
an exceptional case.

Mr. BLOUNT. I must object to going back to a portion of the bill

which we have passed; but I will answer the gentleman by saying
that the item to which he refers is according to the estimate of the

Dgf)nnment
he CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr.
‘WaiTE] withdraw his amendment ?

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Yes, I withdraw it; but I protest
against this being made a precedent.

The Clerk resnmed the reading of the bill, and read the following:

For the payment of claims originating prior to July 1, 1 under act of March
2, 1867, (Statutes at o, volume 14, o 487, secﬁgn 1.}BaTZ'follown:

To pay for the irave ﬁexpensea_o such California and Nevada volunteers as
were discharged in New Mexico, Arizona, or Utah, and at points distant from the
place or places of enlistment, such proportionate sum, ng to the distance
traveled, as has been paid to the troops of other States eimilarly situated, £210.24.

Mr. COX, of New York, I move to strike out the last word for the
purpose of calling attention, on behalf of my colleague [ Mr. MULLER]
and myself, to a statement which I hold in my hand, in connection
with an amendment which 1 offered, and which was ruled out on a
point of order.

The amendment was as follows :

To place the three instructors of field-music at Fort Columbus on the same foot-
ing as chief musicians of regiments.

The statement referred to by Mr. Cox, of New York, is as follows:

HeADQUARTERS PrrNciPAL DEPOTS GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE,
Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, September 27, 1877,

Smt: We, the undersigned, instructors of field music at this depot, wonld most
respectfully solicit your valuable aid in our behalf at the extra session of Con-
gress in October next. ;

Sergeant James Condon had the honor to make a al application to General
Bherman, on one of his visits to this post, and the 1 Iy promised to rec-
ommend ns to Congressfurincreﬂseof pay at thenext session. Hisofficial promise
is mow in the hands of our friend, Hon. NicHOLAS MULLER, member of Congress
from the fifth New York district, who promised to aid us, the three instructors
of field music on this post, and if possible have us placed on an equality with the
chief musicians of regiments as to rank, pa{, and allowances, to be appointed by
the Secretary of War, and date from July 1, 1877, by bill or otherwise.

Wetake the liberty of asking your services for the following reasons:

First. Wo teach three-fourths of the field music for twenty-three regiments of
infantry, five of artillery, the Military Academy, an i 8. The number of
mausicians allowed by law is, for the infantry four hundred and sixty, artillery one
‘tl_unlll]rcg a.n](l twenty, Military Academy and engineers twenty, making a total of
six hundred.

Second. The field music of tho Army is the only music recognized by law, and
prior to enlistment of Eonng men and boys very few, if any, have any knowledge
of music until tanght by us, and it takes from three to twelve months to make a
oumgetent musician.

Third. As instructors we receive no pndy whatever. Oar rank is that of ser-
geants of infantry, and we perform all the duties of such other than rd doty.

Fourth. As the law now stands there is allowed to each regiment o‘ﬁl:fml'ry and
artillery one chief and two principal musicians ; the former, with the rank of quar-
termaster sergeants, receive 260 per month, and the latter, with the rank of regi-
mental staff sergeants, #22 per month. In the branches of
tioned there are tweno(?'-eilg t chief and tifty-six principal musicians, all of whom
rank the instructors of this depot, who teach the only music known to the law.

Fifth. Thepay of the instructors is as follows : Drom instructor, James Condon,
as sergeant, §17 per month, extra allowance for thirty-seven years' servic:h :
total month, £26. TFife instructor, John Delaney, as sergeant, $17 ; extra allow-
ance twenty-seven years' services, £6 ; total per month, $23. Bngl'e instructor,
Edward D. Hughes, as sergeant, §17; extra allowance for twenty-four years’ serv-
ices, §5; total per month, §22. There are at present under instruction at this
depot about seventy musicians who receive each $13 month.

Ve now, sir, submit our case to your kind consideration, and trust it may be
favorably received and that you max think us deserving of the rank and pay asked
for ourlongz and faithful services and duaties as instructors.

Subjoined is an official copy of the number of boys instructed at the depot for five

years ending July, 1877,
JAMES CONDON,
Diruwm Instructor.
JOHN DELANY,
Fife I'nstructor.
EDWARD D. HUGHES,
Bugle Instructor.
HEADQUARTERS PRINCIPAL DEFOT GENERAL RECEUITING SERVICE,
Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, September 20, 1877,
The following number have been under instruction in Company B, Music Boys'
General Recruiting Service, as field musicians between the 1st day of July, 1872,
and the 1st day of July, 1877, as appears from the records of said company, namely,
six hundred and thirty-five.
M. BARBER,

First Lieutenant Sizteenth Infantry, Commanding Company B, Music Boys.

FOorRT COLUMBUS, NEW YORK HARBOR, June 6, 1578,

Number of field musicians instructed for five years ending July 1, 1877...... 635

Number instructed and sent to regiments sinece July, 1877....... . 1§g
ae i

B37

Number instructed and under instroctions at this date ...

eant Condon, thirty-eight years' service; Sergeant Delaney, twenty-eight
years’ service; Sergeant Hughes, twenty-five years' service. Totalservice, ninety-
one years.

Mr. COX, of New York. I now withdraw my formal amendment.
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following :

SEC. 4. That so much of section 5 of the act approved June 20, 1874, as directs
the Secretary of the Treasury at the beginning of each session to report to Congress
with his annual estimates any balances of appropriationsfor specific objects affected
by =aid section that may need to be reappropriated, be, and hereby is, repealed.
And it shall be the duty of the several acconnting officers of the Treasury to con-
tinne to receive, examine, and consider the justice and validity of all claims under
appropriations the balances of which have beéen exhausted or carried to the surplus
fund under the provisions of said section that may be brought before them within
a period of five years from the date they accrned or may accrue. And the Secre-
tary of the Treasury shall report the amount due each claimant, at the commence-

the service above men- .

e
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sessio] 1 er of the House of Representatives, who shall

B e Uinroa Rox conseration s Previdas, Tiut notiiug in fhis

act shall be construed to anthorize the re-examination and payment of any claim

or account which has been once ined and rejected, unleas reopened in accord.
ance with existing law.

Mr. BLOUNT. Imove toamend the section just read bg striking
ont the words “from the date they accrued or may accrne,” in that
portion of the section relating to the bringing of claims before the
accounting officers of the Treasury.

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I would ask the gentleman in charge
of this bill [Mr. BLoUNT] to include the words *within a period of
five years” with the words which he proposes to strike out.

Mr. BLOUNT. I think the amendment I have offered will be suffi-
cient to meet the purpose. I have consulted with gentlemen who
entertain the same views as the gentleman from Oregon, [ Mr. WiLL-
1aMs,] and they have assented to the amendment I have offered.

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I will not insist upon any further
amendment,

Mr. BLOUNT. The object of the amendment is to let the statute
of limitations commence to run from the passage of this act and to
have it run for five years.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from Minnesota [ Mr. STRAIT] offered
an amendment to this bill which was adopted, and consent was given
that it be inserted in the proper place. I ask unanimous consent
}:i;w that the amendment be inserted on page 25 of the bill, after

e 7.

The amendment was as follows:

For amount due George Brown, of Minnesota, §200; it bmn:g the amount of
award by commission appointed by an act of Congress approved February 16, 1863.
There being no objection, it was so ordered.

Mr. BLOU&T. I ask unanimous consent to offer an amendment to
come in at the end of that portion of the bill relating to the Depart-
ment of State. I send the amendment to the Clerk’s desk.

The amendment was read as follows :

o W. J late MEnistertoBogoh‘New ranada, $17.56 for a
gﬁ%{l;:!;{i}lﬁiga oonﬁno::;'t. expenses for missions abroad fo% theﬂ»e:t year end-
g .

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BLOUNT. I now move that the committee rise and report the
bill with amendments to the House.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed
the chair, Mr. BEEBE reported that pursuant to order of the House
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union had had un-
der consideration the bill (H. R. No. 5117) making appropriations to

. supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1878, and prior years, and for those heretofore treated as
permanent, for reappropriations, and for other purposes; and had
directed him to report the same to the House with sundry amend-
ments.

Mr. BLOUNT. I call the previous question upon the bill and
amendments.

The Erevioua question was secorded and the main question ordered.

Mr. BLOUNT moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also
moved that the motion to reconsider be’laid on the table.

The latter motion was ed to.

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised that separate votes have
been demanded upon sundry amendments. Will the gentleman from
Georgia [Mr. BLoUNT] indicate what order he desires in reference to
the amendments? The Chair will state that it is competent for any
member of the House to call for a separate vote on any amendment.

Mr. BLOUNT. Iask for a separate vote on the amendment made
on page 22 of the bill on motion of the gentleman from New York,
[Mr. lLLIB].i

Mr. CLYMER. In addition to that I ask a separate vote—

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask separate votes upon all the amendments
relating to naval deficiencies.

Mr. CLYMER. That is what I proposed to do.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first submit to the House fhe
amendments upon which separate votes have not been asked.

Mr. BLOUNT. Let the amendments be read in their order.

Mr. HALE. Is there any necessity for thatin regard to the amend-
ments upon which there is no contest ¥

Mr. BEEBE. The safest way is to have the amendments read in
their order, and those to which there is no objection may be consid-
ered as adopted.

The SPEAKER. That will be done.

Mr. ELAM. Is there any way in which I can obtain a vote upon
the amendment which I offered yesterdayin Committee of the Whole 7

The SPEAKER. Was the amendment rejected 7

Mr. ELAM. It was.

The SPEAKER. Then it cannot now be voted upon, because it is
not now before the House.

The first amendment on which a separate vote was asked (by Mr.
Brouxt) was read, as follows:

Amend by striking out after * centa" in lines 510, 511, and 512, and by inserting | Beel

at the end of the section on 22 the fn]luwﬁ;f :
To American Tube Works, §7,050.75; to E. H. Asheroft, 8625; to A. P. Brown,
§51,845.38 ; to D. Babeock & Co., #8,134.93; to Chalmers, Spence & Co., £1,243.73 ; to

G. P, 265.40; to A. M. Ingersoll, $13,156.50; to Manha

Slﬂ.meﬁgt;n b?‘W A, Toney & Co., aaa,m!'rg'; st%%aﬁm Bmtﬁmoi%%l?:l%fn&
James M. Motley, $4,320; to Providence Steam-Engine Company, $288187.22; to
John Roach, §323,130.50; to South Boston Iron Company, $181,040.64; in all,
$1,423,876.77. :

Mr. BLOUNT. Upon this amendment I will save time by asking
the Eeas and nays at once. :

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Several MEMBERS. Let the amendment be read again.

The Clerk again read the amendment.

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and several responses had
been made, when

Mr. THOMPSON. I ask whether a separate vote cannot be had on
each of these items.

The SPEAKER. The amendment is divisible.

Mr. CASWELL. I submit that the demand comes too late.

TheSPEAKER. Didthe fgentlemnn from Pennsylvania [ Mr, THOMP-
80N7] call for a division before the roll-call began ?

r. THOMPSON. Yes, sir, before the amendment was read a sec-
ond time.

Mr. BANKS. This demand comes toe late.

The SPEAKER. It is not too late if the gentleman says he asked
for the division in time.

Mr. THOMPSON. I addressed the Chair and demanded a division
before the reading of the amendment the second time was begun.

Mr. HALE. The gentleman did not rise in his seat and ask for a
division until after the roll-callhad commenced. The gentleman will
not say that he did.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman does say so; otherwise the Chair
wonld not recognize him,

Mr. HALE. He says that he went to the Chair, but he does not
say that he rose in his seat.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman states that he rose and demanded
a division in time.

Mr. EDEN. I understand that there cannot be a division of the
%;_gsllzion upon an amendment reported from the Committee of the

ole.
The SPEAKER. The Chair disagrees with the gentleman on that
subject. The Clerk will read the rale.

The Clerk read as follows:

Any member may call for the division of a question, before or after the main
question is ordered, which shall be divided if it comprehend propositions in sub-
stance so distinet that, one being taken away, a substantive proposition shall
remain for the decision of the House.

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I submit that we shall not know
any more about these items by voting upon them singly than if we
vote upon them altogether.

Mr. THOMPSON. BSome gentlemen might not understand them
if they were discussed until next Christmas, but others might.
[Laughter.]r

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. The gentleman refers to himself,
not to his colleague.

The SPEAKER. The only point is for the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. THoMPSON] to say whether he rose in time.

Mr. THOMPSON. Well, I will not antagonize gentlemen here. I
withdraw the call for a division.

The ggastion was taken; and there were—yeas 126, nays 80, not

’

voting as follows:
YEAS—126.

Acklen, Davis, JosephJ.  Ittner, Robinson, G. D
Aiken, Dean, James, yan,
Aldrich, Deering, Jones, John 8.

o, Denison, Keifer, Sapp,
Baﬁlay, Dunnell, Keightley, Shaﬁenberger,
Baker, John H. Dwight, Kelley, Shelley,

er, W H. €8, Ketcham, Slnnicison,

Ellis, Lapham, Smalls,

Bayne, Ellsworth, Lathrop, Smith, A. Herr
Bishes, Errett, Luttre t,

T, Evans, I. Newton Marsh, Swann,
Brentano, Evans, James L.  McKinley, Townsend, Amos
Briggs, Foster, Metcalfe, Townsen
Bundy, nklin, Mitchell, Van Vorhes,
Burgl Frye, Money, addell,
Bardick, Gardner, Monroe, Wail
Cain, Goode, Morse, nlﬁh,

Cal Hale, Neal, Ward,

Campbell, Hanna, Noreross, ‘Warner,

Cannon, Harmer, O'Neill,

Carlisle, Harris, Benj. W. White, Michael D.

Caswell Hart, Pa m, G. W. ton,

Chittenden, Haskell, Phel Williams, Andrew
laflin, yes, Phillips, Williams, C. G.

Clark of l:.ihmnﬂ, Eengee. }’,ollalii. ¥ s ey

enderson, 'oun illis, Benj.

Cole, Henkle, Powers, Willits,

Zer, enry, Price, “Wren,

Cox, Samuel §.  Hubbell, Rainey, Yeates,

Cummings, Humphrey, Reed, Young.

Danford, Hun Reilly,

Davis, Horace Hunter, Rice, William W.
NAYS—80.

Atkina, Boon Caldwell, John W. Coo

be, Bouck, Caldwell, W. P. ovg;t.
%;ukilgﬂ. Bright, Ellnrk. Alvah A. c"ﬁ“m

ackburn, Brogtlnn. A
Blount, Cabell, Cocb, Culbarso::'




Cutler, Hardenbergh, Ligon, Robbins, Mr. CAMP. Iam paired with Mr. BExEDICT, of New York. If he
giick Mmﬂ E‘m i were ha:rebl would vote “ ay.” -
o s ¥ Mr, TUCKER. I am paired on all political questions with the gen-
Durham, Harrison, th, William E. :
Eden, m& MeMahon, tleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARDNER.] I do not know how he would
Elam, Mills, ks, vote on this question, nor do I know whether this is regarded as a
Rping, g‘e‘rﬂg‘v e ot i political question, and I therefore decline to vote.
i, e, Ly Mr, Mz!:hTIN. I am paired with Mr. PUGH, of New Jersey. If he
Finley, Hewitt, Abram 8. Muldrow, Townshend, R. W.
Forney, Hewitt, G. W. Prid Turney, were here I wounld vote “no.” I do not know how he would vote.
Fuller, Hooker, Randolph, Vance, The vote was then announced as above recorded.
Sl S ammes T Rea, bk i Mr. WILLIS, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote just taken;
Giddings, 2 Im:eugmmmv Wilson, and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table.
Hamilton, KEnott, Riddle, ‘Wright. The latter motion was agreed to.
NOT VOTING—S5. Mr. LAPHAM. In line 488, the word “Company?” is incomcti}i
used instead of “Son.” I move to amend so as to make it “E.
Ballon, Freeman, s Starin, Whittaker & Son.”
o Fickhoff, - Syt Mr. BLOUNT. I take it the %entlemsn from New York is correct,
Benedict, Evins, John L McCook, - Stone, John W. and I do not object to the amendment.
Bland, Garfleld, McGowan, Stone, Joseph C. There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly.
Blise, haan, e e Mr. CLYMER. In line 469 the word is spelled “ Fabrey ;” it should
Poyd, e S e be “Fabri.” 1 th ction be mad
Brage, Grnter, Overton, Throe! - abri. move the correction e. .
Brever, Hazelton, Patterson, T.M.  Tipton, There was no ohjection ; and it was ordered accordingly.
Bridges, Peddie, Tucker, The Clerk read the following amendment, reported from the Com-
Deowan g A Potter, o, mittee of the Whole:
: ‘ones, h, Veeder,
Butler, Jorgensen, Walker, Strike out all after the word * dollars,” in line 541, and insert in lieu thereof the
Camp, Joyee, ‘Watson, following :
Candler, Jaﬁmgar. Robertson, Welch, To J, \V. Baker $196.38 ; G. H. Creed, §204.05; G. P. Goff, 8585.52; H. W. Gard-
Chalmers, Kimmel, Robinson, M Williams, James ner, §13,100; N. McKay, $6,900; John Roach, $295318.69; Seyfert, McManus &
Clarke of Kentucky, 1mj.p, Bayler, Williams, Jere N, Co., $19,674.92; American Windlass Company, segm; A. M. In 1, 815,000 ;
C Landers, Scales, Willis, Albert S. Jos. P. Manton, 31%000; amounting in all to §031,134.55 ; also, for timber, £416,319.32,
Cox, Jacob D Lindsey, Schleicher, ood or so much thereof as may be necessary, said timber to be paid for at no
Cra Loring, Sexton, rate than the market price at date of contract or order, after the most rigid
Davidson, mﬂe, Slemons, tion.
key, Springer,

So the amendment was concurred in.

During the roll-call the followingl:nnonncements were made:

Mr. LIGON. My colleague from Alabama, Mr. WILLIAMS, is absent
by leave of the House.

Mr. STEELE, My colleague, Mr. SCALES, is absent from the House
on account of sickness.

; L]ir. HATCHER. My colleague, Mr. BLAND, is detained at home by
sickness. :

Mr. PHELPS. On this question the gentleman from Rhode Island,
Mr. BALLOU, is paired with the gentleman from New York, Mr. QUINN.

Mr, BRAGG. On this question I am paired with the gentleman
from Delaware, Mr. WiLLiams. If he were present, he would vote
“ay” and I should vote “no.” My coll e, Mr. LYNDE, is paired
with the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. LORING.

Mr. WIELIB, of Kentucky. I am paired with the gentleman from
Maryland, Mr. RoBERTS. If he were present, I should vote ‘“no.”

Mr. MAYHAM. My colleagne, Mr. BENEDICT, is paired with my
colleague, Mr, CAMP.

Mr. EDEN. The gentleman from Missonri, Mr. BUCKNER, is paired
with the gentleman from Vermont, Mr. JoYceE. Mr. BUCKNER, if

resent, would vote “mno.” My colleague, Mr. SPRINGER, is absent by
eave of the House.

Mr. MULLER. I am paired on this question with my colleague,
Mr. STARIN.

Mr. HERBERT. The gentleman from Florida, Mr. DAvIDSON, is
paired with the gentleman from Minnesota, Mr. STEWART. Mr. DAV-
IDSON, who is absent on account of sickness, would, if present, vote
“no.” Mr. STEWART would vote “ay.”

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I am paired with the gentleman from In-
diana, Mr. Browse. He wounld vote “ay” and I should vote “no.”

Mr. CRAVENS. My colleagne, Mr. GUNTER, is paired with the
gentleman from Michigan, Mr., McGOWAN.

Mr. CANDLER. Iam paired with the gentleman from New York,
ﬁir. Izuss. If he were present, he would vote “ ay ¥ and I should vote

no.

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I am paired with the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, Mr. WarsoN. If he were present,I should vote “no.”
I do not know how he would vote.

Mr. McKENZIE. My colleague, Mr. TURNER, i8 paired with the
gentleman from Indiana, Mr. SEXTON.

Mr. LANDERS. I am paired with the gentleman from Massachu-
setts, Mr. CRAPo. I do not know how he would vote, but if he were
here, I would vote “ay.”

Mr. McCOOK. Iam paired on this question with Mr. EvINs, of
South Carolina.

Mr. TIPTON. Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. Knarr. I do
not know how he would vote, and the democrats seem to be divided
on the question. 3

Mr. OVERTON. I am paired with the gentleman from Missouri,
Mr. GLOVER.

Mr. WILLITS. My colleague, Mr. STONE, is paired with Mr. SHEL-
LEY, of Alabama.

Mr. ALDRICH. My colleague, Mr. FORT, is paired with the gen-
tleman from Mississippi, Mr, MANNING.

Mr. BOYD. I am paired with Mr. ScaLEs, of North Carolina.

Mr. OLIVER. On this question I am paired wish Mr. BELL, of
Georgia, who is confined totllis room by sickness. If he were present,
he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.”

Mr. BLOUNT. I demand the yeas and nays on the amendment.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The question was taken ; and it was decided in the affirmative—
yeas 115, nays 80, not voting 96 ; as follows:

YEAS—115.
Acklen, Cummings, Hunter, Robinson, G. D.
Ail Daniorﬁme Ittner, Robinson, AL 8.
Aldfilhi, Davis, James, Eyan,
Bacon, Dean, Jones, James T, Sampson,
Bagley, Deering, Jones, Johm S. X
Baker, John H. Denison, Ji en .
Baker, W. H. Dllnnog., - hiley, Ehigle .
Banks, Diwigh V3
Ba; Eames, Ketcham,
Bisl Ellsworth, Lathrop, Smith, A. Herr
Blair, Errett, : t,
Brentano, Evans, L. Newton Lu &
Brig‘fa, Evans, James L.  Mackey, Townsend, AL I.
Bundy, Foster, Marsh, ker,
Burchard, Franklin, Metealfe, Van Vorhes,
Baurdick, Frye, Money, Waddell,
Cain, Gardner, Monroe, Wuib,h,
Calkins, Goode, . O'Neill, ‘Wals
Campbell, Hanna, Page, ard,
Cannon, Harmer, Patterson, G. W.  White, Michael D.
Carlisls, Harris, B. W. Phillips, Wmt:n
Caswell Hart, ollard, Wi Andrew
Chittenden, Hagyes, Pound, Williams, C.
Claflin, Hendee, Powers, Williams, Ric
Clark of Missouri, Henderson, Price, Willis, Benj. A.
Clark, Rush enry, Rainey, Willita,
S S 5
A ] ea
Coz Semmel 8.  Hungerford, Rice, William W.
NAYS—80.
Atkins, Cutler, Hatcher, Randol
Banning, Davis, Joseph J.  Herbert, B,
Beebe, Dib: Hewitt, Abram 8.
Bicknell, Dickey, Hewitt, G. W. Rice, Amerieus V.
Blackburn, Durham, Hooker, Riddle,
Blount, Eden, House, Robbins,
Boone, Elam, Kenna, Robertson,
Bouck, Felton, Knott, Singleton
Bright, Finley, Ligon, Smith, William E.
gmgﬂtm. Forney, Iu? gon .ks,
abell, Fuller, - ham, par

Caldwell, John W. Garth, Hc.iem.is, Steele,
Caldwell, W. P. Gause, MeMahon, Stenger,
Clark, Alrah A.  Giddings, i Townshend, R. W.
Cl{mor, Hamilton, an, Turney,
Cobb, Hardenbergh, orrison, ‘Warner,
Cook, Harris, Hi uldrow, Whitthorne,
Covert, Harris, Jobn T, Phelps, Willis, Albert 5.
Cravens, Harrison, Potter, Wilson,
Crittenden, Hartzell, Pridemore, Wright.

NOT VOTING—96.
Ballon, Cha.lmem‘ Garfleld, Killin
Bell, Clarke of Kentucky, Gibson, .ijmsa‘l’,r'
Benedict, Collins, Glover, Knapp,
Bland, Cox, Jacob D. Gunter, Landers,
Blisa, Gqu. Hale, Lapham,
Boyd, Culberson, mgn. Loring,
Bragg, Davidson, Lynde,
Brewer, Dj‘:ﬁu Hazelton,
Bridges, Eickhof, Henkle, Manning,
Browne, Ellis, Hiscock, Martin,
Buckner, Evins, John H. Hun MeCook,
Butler, %;nin,g. gonu. ﬁc(}owu.
Camp, o, »
Candler, Karter, Mitehell,
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Morse, Roberts, Stewart, Veeder,

Muller, Ross, Stone, John W. ‘Walker,

Neal, Sayler, Stone, Joseph C.  Watson,

Norcroas, Scales, Thompson, ‘Welch,

Oliver, Schleicher, Thornburgh, White, Harry
Sexton, Throckmorton, Williams, A. 8.

Patterson, T. M. Slemons, Tipton, Williams, James

Peddie, Springer, Townsend, Amos  Williams, Jere N,

Pugh, Starin, Turner, Wood,

Qu.Em, Stephens, Vauce, Young.

So the amendment was concurred in.

During the roll call,

Mr. BRAGG said: I am dpaired with Mr. Wirriams, of Delaware. If
he were present, he would vote “ ay” and I would vote “no.” I wish
further to announce that my colleague, Mr. LYNDE, is paired with Mr.
Lorixg, of Massachusetts.

Mr. PHELPS. I am requested to announce that -Mr. BALrou is

ired with Mr. QuINN, of New York. If Mr. BALLOU were present,
E: would vote in the affirmative.

Mr. EDEN, Mr. BUCKNER is paired on this question with Mr.
%[ 0YCE. My colleague, Mr. SPRINGER, is absent by leave of the

ouse.

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I am paired with Mr. WaTson, If
he were here, I would vote in the affirmative.

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I am paired with Mr. BROWNE, of In-
diana. If he were here, he wonld vote ““ ay ” and I would vote “mno.” I
wish .further to announce that my colleague, Mr. CULBERSON, is
absent on account of important business.

Mr. CRAVENS. My colleague, Mr. S8LEMOXS, is paired with Mr.
FREEMAN.

Mr. CANDLER. I am paired twith Mr. Briss. If Mr. BLiss were
lt;ere, he would vote in the affirmative and I would vote in the nega-

ve.

Mr. LANDERS. I am paired with Mr. CRaPO.

Mr. MULLER. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. STARIN.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Iam paired on this question with Mr.
HALE, of Maine. If he were here, he would vote in the affirmative
and I would vote in the negative.

Mr. SEXTON. I am paired with Mr. TURXER, of Kentucky.

Mr. STEWART. I am paired on this question with Mr. DAvIDSON,
of Florida. If he were present, I would vote in the affirmative and he
would vote in the negative.

Mr. OVERTON. wish to announce that I am paired on this
gueation with the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. GLOVER, who is con-

ned to his room by sickness.

Mr. WILLITS. I wish to announce that my colleague, Mr. STONE,
is paired with Mr. SHELLEY, of Alabama.

r. OLIVER. On this question I am paired with Mr. BELL, of
Georgia, who is confined to his room by sickness. If he were present,
he would vote “no” and I would vote “ay.”

Mr. ALDRICH. I wish to announce the pair of my colleague, Mr.
Forrt, with Mr. MANNING, of Mississippi.

Mr. BOYD. I am paired with Mr. SCALES, of North Carolina.

Mr. CAMP. I am paired with Mr. BENEDICT, of New York. If he
were here, I would vote “ ay.”

Mr. TIPTON. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. KNAPP.

Mr. MCKENZIE. I wish to announce the pair of my colleague,
Mr. TURNER, with Mr. BEXTON. Z

Mr. MARTIN. I am paired with Mr. PuGH, of New Jersey.

On motion of Mr, HARRIS, of Massachusetts, by nnanimous con-
sent, the reading of the names was dispensed with.

Mr. WILLIS, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote just taken ;
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.

A message from the President, by Mr. PRUDEX, one of his secreta-
;'iaa,tgﬁnounoed that he had approved and signed bills of the follow-
in Thles :

act (H. R. No. 1918) for the relief of Milton B. Cushing, pay-
master United States Navy;

An act (H. R. No. 4425) to alter and amend a law of the District of
Columbia relative te the inspection of flour ;.

An act (H. R. No. 3064) making appropriations for the eonsular and
diplomatic service of the Government for the year ending June 30,
1879, and for other pu 3 .

An act (H. R. No. 430) for the relief of John Clinton, postmaster at
Brownsyille, Tennessee ;

An act (H. R. No. 4413) to provide for the free entry of articles im-
ported for exhibition by societies established for enconragement of
the arts or sciences, and for other purposes ;

An act (H. R. No. 2176) %nmting an inerease of Lszmiou to Mattie
MecTaggart, widow of the late First Lientenant McTaggart, Seven-
teenth United States Infantry ;

An act (H. E. No. 1119) to confirm the title of Benjamin E. Edwards
his heirs, assigns, or legal representatives, to a certain tract of land
in the Territory of New Mexico ;

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 153) providing for issue of arms to
Territories ;

An act (H. R. No. 3969) regulating the appointment of justices of
the peace, commissioners of and constables within and for. the
District of Columbia, and for other purposes;

An act (H. R. No. 1951) for the relief of John F, Sutherlin & Brother,
of Parke C , Indiana; E

An act (H. RB. No. 4988) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury
to constitute superintendents of mints or assayers in assay offices
assistant treasurers of the United States ;

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 177) authorizing the Secretary of War
to turn over to Governor Hubbard, of Texas, such tenhalpoles, and
pins as he may require for the use of the volunteers of the State at
their snmmer encampment ;

An act (H. R. No. 1660) for the relief of St. Michael’s church, Charles-
ton, South Carolina; and

An act (H. R. No. 1855) for the relief of John C. Ray.

DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. BLOUNT. The roll-calls we have had have answered the pur-
pose I had in demanding separate votes. I withdraw the demand for
a aegarate vote on any other amendment.

The remaining amendments were agreed to, no separate vote being
demanded thereon. -

Mr. BLOUNT moved to reconsider the vote by which the several
amendments were sgreed to; and also moved to lay the motion to
reconsider on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time.
The Eueaﬁon was on the passage of the bill.

Mr. EDEN, I call for the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill.

The question being taken on ordering the yeas snfe nays, there
were ayes 44,

So (the affirmative being more than one-fifth of the last vote) the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 132, nays 77, not
voting 82; as follows:

YEAS—1332.
Acklen, Dean, Kelley, Robinson, M. S,
Aldrich, Deaieos’ Ketoham, o
i enison, @ n,
Bacon, Dunnell, Kimmel, Sa ;::oo
ﬁley. Dwight, Landers, Schleicher,
er, John H. Eames, Lapbam, Shallenberger,
Baker, am H. Ellsworth, Lathrop, Shelley,
Banks, Errett, Lindsey, Sinnickson,
Bayne, Evans, I. Newton Lut Smalls,
Bisbee, Evans, James L.  Marsh, Smith, A, Herr
Blair, Foster, McKinley, Stone, Joseph C.
Brentano, Franklin, etealfe, Swann,
Briggs, Frye, Mitchell, . Thompson,
€ Gardner, Money, Townsend, Amos
Bundy, Goode, Monroe, Townsend, M, I
Burchard, Hanna, Morse, Tucker,
Burdick, Harmer, Neal, Vance,
Cain, Harris, Benj. W.  O'Neill, Van Vorhes
Calkin art, Waddell,
Campbell, Haskell, Pa G.W. Wal
Cannon, Hayes, Phﬁlﬁs, W s
Carlisle, Hendee, Phillips, Ward,
Caswell Henderson, Pollard, TWarner,
Chittenden, enry, Pound, White, Michasl D.
Claflin, ubbell, Powers, Wi fﬂ&m,
Clark of Missouri, Humphrey, Price, will s, Andrew
Clark, Rush ungerfo! Rainey, Williams, C. G.
Cole, Hunter, Reed, Williams, Richard
Conger, Ittner, Reilly, Willis, Benj. A.
Cox, Samuel 8. James, William W. Willita,
Cummings, Jones, John 8. Robbins, Wood,
Danford, Jorgensen, Robertson, Wren,
Davis, Horace Keightley, Robinson, G. D. Yeates.
NAYS-T.
Atkins, Davis, Joseph J. Herbert, Reagan,
g, Dibrell, . Hewitt, Abram 8. Rice, Americus V.
be, Dickey, Howitt, G. W. Riddle,
Bicknell, Durham, Hooker, Bayler,
Blackburn, Eden, House, Si;f!e
Blount, Elam, Jones, Frank Smith, William E
Boone, ing, Jones, James T Sout M
Bouck, Felton, EKnott, Sparks,
Bright, Finley, Ligon, Steele,
Cabell, Forney, Lockwood, Stenger,
Caldwell, John W. Fuller, Mayham, Townshend, R. W.
Caldwell, W. P. arth, McKenzie, Turney,
Clark, Alvah A.  Gause, McMahon, Whitthorae,
Clymer, Giddings, Mills, Williams, A. 8.
Cobb, Hamilton, Morgan, Willis, Albert S.
Cook, Hardenbergh, orrison, ‘Wilson,
Covert, Harris, Henry R,  Muldrow, Wright.
Craven Hartridge, Pridemore,
Crittenden, Hartzell, Randolph,
Catler, Hatcher, Rea,
NOT VOTING—:2.
Ballou, Chalmmrak Gibson, Loring,
Bell, Clarke of Kentucky, Glover, Lynde,
Benedict, Collins, Guuter, Mg:koy.
Bland, Cox, Jacob D. e] Maish,
Bliss, Cmg:. Harris, John T. Manning,
Boyd, Culberson, Harrison, Mnk
Bragg, Davidson, Hazel McCook,
Brewer, Douglas, Henkle, McGowan,
L el S
whe, unton, Oreross,
Buckner, Evins, John H. Joyee, Oliver,
tler, Fort, ifer, Overton,
Camp, Freeman, Killinger, Patterson, T. M.
Candler, Garfield, Enapp, Peddio,
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Potter, Slemons, Thornburgh, Welch, Mr. MILLS. What was that proposition?

hﬁﬂ; gmgar, %‘hrg:mrton. gﬁiti:.mfgﬂ?;!ﬁ“ The SPEAKER. That it E?lﬂl?]d understood that hereafter ses-
gﬂber;& Stephens, Tul:-n:i. Williams, JereN. | sions of the House shall be held from eleven o’clock a. m. until half
Ross, tewart, ceder, Young. past four o’clock p. m., when arecess shall take place until half past
Seales, Stone, John W.  Walker, seven o’clock p. m.

Sexton, Strait, atson,

So the bill was passed.

During the call of the roll the following announcements were made:

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Rhode Island, Mr. BALLOD, is
paireﬂ wigh Mr. QuiNy, of New York. Mr. BALLov, if present, would
vote *‘ay.

Mr, BRAGG. I am paired with Mr. WiLLiams, of Delaware. If
he were present, I would vote “no” and he would vote “ay.” My
colleague from Wisconsin, Mr. L¥NDE, is paired with Mr. LORING, of
Massachusetts.

Mr. STEELE. My colleagne from North Carolina, Mr. ScALES, is
absent on account of sickness. If he had been present, I think he
would have voted * no.”

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Iam 1;)aired with Mr. BROWNE, of Indiana.
If present, he would vote “ay” and I would vote “no.” My col-
league, Mr. CULBERSON, is absent attending to business in the De-
partments.

Mr. GUNTER. I am paired with the gentleman from Michigan,
Mr. McGowan. I would vote “no.” My colleagune, Mr. SLEMOXNS, is
naired with Mr. FREEMAN, of Pennsylvania. I do not kmow how
sither of them would vote.

Mr. CANDLER. I am paired with Mr. Briss, of New York. If he
were present, he would vote “ay” and I should vote “ no.”

Mr. MARTIN. Iam paired with Mr. PuGH, of New Jersey. I voted
against some of the amendments, but they have been adopted, and
if Mr. PuGH were present now, I should vote for the passage of the

bill.
8 Mr. MULLER. Iam paired with my colleagune from New York, Mr.

TARIN.

I{‘Mr. TIPTON. 1 am paired with my colleagune from Illinois, Mr.

NAPP.

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I am paired with Mr. WATSON, of
Pennsylvania. If he were present, I should vote “no.”

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I am paired with the gentleman from
Maine, Mr. HALE. If he were present, he would vote “ay” and I
should vote “ no.”

Mr. SEXTON. I am paired with Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky. If
he were present, I should vote * ay.”

Mr. STEWART. I am paired with the gentleman from Florida,
Mr. DavipsoN. If he were present, I should vote “ay.”

Mr. McCOOK. I am paired with Mr. Evixs, of South Carolina.

Mr. CAMP. Iam paired with my colleagne from New York, Mr,
BexepicT. If he were present, he would vote “no” and I should
vote “ay.”

Mr, WILLITS. My colleague from Michigan, Mr. STONE, is paired
- with Mr. SHELLEY, of Alabama.

Mr, OLIVER. I am paired with Mr. BELL, of Gsorgia. If he were
present, he wonld vote “ no” and I should vote * ay.”

Mr. BOYD. I am paired with Mr. ScALES, of North Carolina. If
he were present, I should vote *“ ay.”

Mr. MULDROW. My colleague from Mississippi, Mr. MANNING, is
paired with Mr. ForT, of Illinois. My colleagne, Mr. CHALMERS, is
paired with Mr. CASWELL, of Wisconsin.

Mr. TUCKER. I am paired with the gentleman from Ohio, Mr.
E}Anfeu:.'w, on political questions. As this is not a political question

vote “ ay.

The resnlt of the vote was then announced as above recorded.

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to reconsider the vote by which the bill
?lfsaft?lu passed ; and also move to lay the motion to reconsider on

o e.

The SPEAKER. The %ent]eman did not vote with the majority.

Mr. FOSTER. I make the motion to reconsider the vote by which
the bill was passed ; and I move to lay the motion to reconsider on
the table.

The latter motion was to.

Mr. WADDELL. I call for the regular order.

EVENING SESSIONS NEXT WEEK.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. I ask unanimouns consent that there be an
eveninﬁ session on Wednesda¥ for the consideration of invalid-pen-
sion bills upon the Private Calendar, including those to be reported.

Mr. EDEN. I hope the gentleman will include other bills for the
relief of soldiers.

Mr. BRIGHT. I trust that he will include all bills upon the Pri-
vate Calendar as ugon objection day.

Mr. MILLS. I object.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Ob, I hope there will be no objection.

Mr. WOOD. If the House will permit me I will suggest that, as
next week will be the last week of the session, and as there are man;
bills which have not been acted upon, and which shounld be ac
on before the adjournment, evar{ day next week the House shall
take a recess at half past four o’clock p. m., and renew the regular
sessions for business at half t seven o’clock.

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and it is so ordered.

Mr. EDEN. That does not include to-day?

The SPEAKER. Noj; there is a session this evening for debate
only, and there is a session on Monday for reports from the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary, and a session on Tuesday evening for reports
from the Committee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. And now I ask that Wednesday be set aside
for pension bills, and I appeal t.oe?er]y member of the House upon both
sides to agree to that proposition. It is but just to the soldiers.

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. The gentleman means bills upon
the Private Calendar?

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Yes. We have more bills on the Private Cal-
endar now than can be disposed of, and I appeal to the gentlemen on
both sides of the House to agree to my proposition.

Mr. MILLS. I object.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, I hope the gentleman from Texas will with-
draw that o&xject.iou.

Mr. MILLS. I will not withdraw it.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from
Orlcliio on Monday to move to suspend the rules so as to make that
order.

Mr. RICE, of Ohio. Igive notice,then,thatIwill make thatmotion,

Mr. WOOD. What was the action of the House on my proposition?

The SPEAKER. There was no objection to that proposition.

Mr. KNOTT. That order will not interfere with the business of
the Committee on the Judiciary 7

The SPEAKER. It is subject, of course, to former orders.

Several members called for the regular order.

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the unfinished business.

PERMANENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. BLACKBURN. I rise to submit a privileged report, a report
from the committee of conference on the bill in relation to the estab-
}j.shl;l.ﬁnt of a permanent form of government for the District of Co-

nmbia.

The Clerk read the report, as follows:

The committee of conference on the d'mgmeinﬁ_wtaa of the two Hounses u
the dments of the Senate to the bill of the House (H. R. No. 3250) providing
a ent form of government for the District of Columbia having met, after
£ and free conference, have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their
mglplfnuva Houses as follows :

at the House recede from its dlsx:ﬁ;1 t to the d t of the Senate,
and agree to the same, with the following amendments :

mﬁ:e!' line 15, insert after the word ** Army " the following : * whose lineal rank
shall be above that of captain.” L

Page 2, line 25, strike out the words “ one year " and insert * three years.”

e 3, line 62, strike out all after the word * power " to and including the werd
“and,” in line 64. .

Page 3, line 78, insert after the word ‘‘law" the following words: “ said com.
missioners shall have power to ereet, light, and maintain lamp-posts with lamps
outside of fhe city limits when in their juglgmsnt. it shall be deemed proper or
necessary.’

Page 4? line &7, strike out the word “eighty ' and insert the word * seventy-
nine."

Page 4, line 109, strike out the word " they " and insert the word * Con i

Page 5, line 123, insert after the word ** property " the following : * held and used
exclusively for agricultaral purposes.” a

ge 5, line 126, strike out all after the word “ dollars " to and including the word
“‘taxes" where it firat ocours in line 130.

Page 5, line 133, strike out the word ' ten " and insert the word * thirty.”

Page 7, line 138, strike out all after the word ** payable” down to and including
the word ** States,” in line 161.

I‘a['.rio“f 1111}: le;la,i;u'ike out all after the word *‘ pay ™ to and including the word
“fund," @

Page 7, line 164, strike out all after the word ** provided,” where it first occurs,
to and including the word * seventy-five,” in line 171.

Pngo 8, line 191, strike out the words * and all contracts " and insert the follow-
ing: " All contracts for the construction, improvement, alteration, or repairs of
the streets, avennes, highways, alleys, guti sewers, and all work of like na
shall be made and entered into only by and with the official unanimouns consent
the commissioners of the District, and all contracts.”

Page 8, line 192, strike out the words * at least two of.”

¢ 8, line 198, strike out all after the word *manner,” to and ineluding the
word * yard,” in line 199, {
Page B, line 204, after the word  performed " insert the following: ' to the sat-
isfaction of and acceptance by said commissioners.”

Page 11, line 269, after the word * direct” insert the fnllowi.nE: “The President
of the United States may detail from the Engineer Corps of the ¥ not more than
two officers of rank subordinate to that of the engineer belonging to the board of
commissioners of said District, to act as ist to said eng
in the discharge of the special duties imposed upon him by the provisions of this
act.”

12, line 283, strike out all after the word * now," throngh and i.uch:ltlding the
remainder of that section, and insert the follo e al authoﬂzec‘l];::jy law.
Page 13, line 314, strike out the word “four" insert the word ** three.”
8. W. DORSEY,
J. J. INGALLS,
W. H. B.
Managers on the part of the Senate.
J0. C. 8. BLACKBURN,
A. 8. WILLIAMS,
G. W. HENDEE,
Managers on the part of the House.

I desire to call the previous question upon

Mr. BLACKBURN.
the report.
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Mr. EDEN. Before the gentleman does that I would like him to
tell us what is left of the bill, if any, as it went from the House.

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will state that the report of the committee
of conference is not liable to amendment, and therefore I do not see
any good that would come from a discussion of it, but Isam willing
to answer any questions. [Cries of “ Regular order!”]

Mr. EDEN. ere are some tlemen here who would like to
hear something about the bill before we vote upon it.
Mr. BLACKBURN. I will state the points of difference between

the two Houses and how they have been agreed upon by the commit-
tee of conference.

Under the Honse bill there were to be three commissioners; one to
be elected by the House, one by the Senate, and the third to be de-
tailed by the President from the Engineer éomu of the Army whose
lineal rank in that corps should be above that of a captain. That
was one point of difference, the House insisting on the election of the
two civilian commissioners by the two Houses and the Senate insist-
ing upon the appointment of those two commissioners by the Presi-
dent. The Senate also struck off all limitations of rank as regards
the officer to be detailed. By the report of the conference committee
that limitation is restored in the original words of the House bill and
the House egrees that the President shall appoint the two civilian
commissioners,

The House put a limitation of five years’ residence upon the com-

_missioners to be appointed. The Senate reduced it to one year. The
report of the conference committee fixes the limitation at a period
of three years.

The next amendment made by the conference committee to the
Senate proposition as well as to the House proposition will be found
in the printed bill, page 25, line 60, where it is provided that the said
commissioners shall submit to the Sacretalz of the Treasury for the
fiscal year ending June 30 a statement in detail of its work on and
after the 30th of June, 1880, The conference committee have recom-
mended the striking out of #“ 1880 ” and to insert in lien thereof * 1879,”
for dms least six months of that year can be covered by the estimates
made.

The next amendment offered was to restore the provision of the
House in reference to the tax on property outside of the cities of
‘Washington and Georgetown which is held solely for agricultural pur-

he Senate leﬁ out that limitation so as to give the benefit

of reduced taxation to all property held outside the corporate limits,

whether held for agricultural p or otherwise. The conference

%Iommit.tee restore that limitation as originally insisted on by the
onse.

The next amendment we find on the twenty-eighth page of the
printed bill where ten days, according to the proposition of the Sen-
ate, were allowed the property-holders in this District in the matter
of the payment of taxes and against penzlties. The * ten days” have
been stricken out by the conference committee and * thirty days” in-
serted, because it was Dbelieved that ten days would not furnish an
opportunity to more than one-half of the property-holders here within
which to avail themselves of the benefits of this prompt payment.

The Senate altered very materially the eighth section of the House
bill, the section mferring to the provision made for the payment of
interest on the 3.65 bonded debt of this District of Columbia, ﬁy in-
corporating in it a provision crest-inga sinking fund. The House
section provided only for the payment of the interest on these 3.65
bonds, and making that payment a credit to the Government of the
United States upon its contribution of 50 per cent. toward the ex-
penses of the District. As I said the Senate went further and pro-
vided for the establishment of a sinking fund. To that amendment
the conferees on the part of the House seriously objected, and it was
yielded by the conferees on the part of the Senate. The sinking-fund
feature incorporated into that section by the Senate was stricken out,
and that section, the only one in the bill relating to the 3.65 honded
debt of the District, now stands in the report of the committee of
conference precisely in the words in which it was at first reported to
the House by the Committee for the District of Columbia.

I will sa.gm all candor, so that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr.
EpEN] and others may understand distinctly the section as it now is,
that there were two amendments put on that section by the House.
One amendment, in the beginning of the section, was to incorporate
the words “until otherwise provided by law.” The committee of
conference did not consider that a material amendment, because they

believed that if this Con ordered the Secretary of the Treasury,
as former Con, him, to meet the interest accruing
on these 3.65 ds, it was perfectly competent for any succeeding

Congress to make other provisions and tﬁme other directions just as
this Congress is now doing. That was the opinion of the committee
of conference, and I doubt not this House will so hold.

There was another amendment put upon the eighth section as origi-
nally reported,offered by the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. HANNA, |
declaring that no liability upon the part of the Government of the
United States should be created by reason of the provision for the
g?ymant. of the interest on these bonds. In order that the House may

istinetly understand the section asit is left by the committee of con-
ference I will read it. In order to do so I must ask the Clerk tosend

me the en copy of the bill.
Mr. Hﬁﬁd Ifgi:e gentleman from Eentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN]

will proceed with his explanatien of the other amendments of the-
bill 1 will find the section to which he refers and hand it to him.

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will do so. The nexf amendment of the
Senate was in reference to that provision of the Hounse bill requir-
ing that all contracts to be let for the construction and building of
pavements and the repairing and improvement of streets, before:
they became operative should receive the sanction of all three of
the commissioners, instead of a bare majority of the commissioners, as-
now. The Senate struck out that provision, and left it for the ma-
jority of the three commissioners to enter into these contracts. By
the report of the committee of conference that provision is reinstated
as it was in the House bill, and it now requires that all three com-
missioners shall approve each contract of this character.

The House bill also had a provision in it for the establishment and:
creation of a council. By the report of the committee of conference
that provision is stricken ouf, thereby doing away with the council
provided for in the ori%inal bill of the House, and doing away with.
all exercise of the right of suffrage in the District of Columbia.

The ii_j;]]i;!;l section of the bill to which I alluded, and to which:
the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. HENDEE] now directs my atten-
tion, ?snrecommended by the report of the committee of conference.
is as follows:

Hereafter the of the Treasury shall pay the interest of the 3.65 bonds
of the District of Columbia, issned in pursuance of the act of Congress of June 20
1874, when the same shall become due andg:ysbl. And all amonnts so paid shall
be credited as a of the nopipmfxiaﬁon the year by the United States toward
tho expenses of the District of Columbia, as h before provided.

That is the section as it now stands, recommended by the commit-
tee of conference. Whatever amounts of money are paid out of the-
Federal Treasury under the provisions of this bill to meet the interest
on the 3.65 bonds of the District of Columbia is to be credited to the
United States upon its contribution of 50 per cent. of the expenses of”
the District. I may say here that that feature of the bill fixing the
rate of contribution and distribution of expenses between the Dis-
triet and the United States is left at 50 per cent., precisely as in the-
original House bill; the Senate did not alter it.

ere is another feature added to the bill, The Senate required a
bond upon the part of each contractor for the faithful performance of
his contract, and also imposed the condition that 10 per cent. of the
cost of such contraet work should be deposited with the Secretary of
the Treasury and invested in United States securities, that deposit of
10 per cent. to be held for five years as a guarantee for the faithful
performance of the work, and at the end of that time, with the in-
terest accrning, to be paiti over to the contractor. Thatamendment
of the Senate the committee of conference have approved and incor-
porated into their report.

The sixth section of the original House bill provided that the board
of school trustees with the board of Metropolitan police commission-
ers and the board of health should be abolished, and made provision
for the appointment of nineteen persons to act in lien of the board
of school trustees. The Senate propose to vest in that number of gen-
tlemen thus appointed all the powers now held and exercised by the
present board of school trustees.

The committee of conference recommend an amendment, which is.
agreed to and reported here, by which is stricken ouf the words vest-
ing all powers now exercised by the board of school trustees in these-
nineteen ﬁarnons to be appointed and inserting in lien thereof the-
words “all powers now authorized by law ;" ause there was a
difference of opinion as to whether the board of school trustees was.
f]tlzt now engaged in exercising powers not lawfully conferred npon

em.

There was a difference between the two Houses as to the salary of
the health officer. By both bills the board of health has been abol-
ished. The Senate to the recommendation of the House for the
appointment of a health officer. The House fixed the salary at $2,500..
The Senate increased that salary to $4,000. The committee of con-
ference recommend the placing of the salary at $3,000.

This, I believe, covers every amendment, unless it be something
unimportant and merely verbal, that is embraced in the report of the
committee of conference.

Mr. HENDEE. The gentleman will allow me to suggest that the
Senate agreed to one proposition of the House which provided for the
detail of two engineers of the Army corps whenever necessary.

Mr. BLACKBURN. That is true. The Honse bill provided that
the President shounld have power to make a detail of not more than
two sabordinate engineer officers to assist in the discharge of such
duties as might be found necessary in the management of the affairs.
of the District. The Senate struck out that provision; but in the
conference committee it has been reinstated as contained in the House
bill. This, I believe, embraces all the questions in issue with a state-
ment as to their adjustment in the committee of conference.

Mr. CLYMER. What has become of the council ¥

Mr. BLACKBURN. That is struck out.

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. S er, it is very difficult, I know,.
to make a good government for this city. There is a great tempta-
tion on the part of men living here—members of Con and others.
This bill at its present stage is not amendable, and there is no oppor-
tunity for discussion. This is a kind of legislation always to be dis-
favored, which comes up at the end of the session. I cannot state.
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my position on this question as I would like to do; but I do not be-
lieve it good pelicy to mortgage our people in the States to the extent
of 50 per cent. of the expenses of this Distriet government in order to
have Capitoline splendors here while so many of the people through-
out Toe country are living in poverty and squalor. I have great
respect for my friend from Kentucky, EMr. BLACKBURN, ] but I never
can vote for such a system of government as this. 1 must forever
protest against any system which imposes taxation for the expenses
of this Federal city on those who are not responsible for its govern-
ment. This is all I have to say.

Mr. DUNNELL. I desire to express my surprise at the very small
improvement which this bill as now reported gives over the present
city government.

Mr. BLACKBURN. I cannot hear the gentleman.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman desires a few minutes to speak
on the bill.

Mr. BLACKBURN. I cannot yield the floor for debate. I have
at the request of the House stated as frankly as I could the points
at variance between the two Houses, and the report of the conference
coml?ittee thereon. I am upon the floor now to ask the previous

uestion,
i Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman, then, allow me to make an

iugﬂirﬁ!
. BLACKBURN. I am ready to answer any questions, but I do
not desire to debate the bill.

Mr. DUNNELL. I would like to have the gentleman state how the
new government which this bill brings into existence differs from the
present form of government, except that henceforth the United States
will contribute 50 per cent. of the expenses.

Mr. BLACKB . I think it would take me about ten minutes
to repeat the explanation I have just gone through ; but if the gen-
tleman and the House desire it I am willing to do so.

Mr. DUNNELL. The ]ioople are disfranchised now; and we had
expected that under this bill there would be some relief to the people
of the District in this respect, that there would be allowed some sort
of elective franchise.

Mr. BLACKBURN. I have stated as clearly as I could that the
provision of the House bill as to suffrage, limited as it was to the
election of a council with nothing but negative powers, was rejected
in the Senate, and has been yielded by the House in the committee
of conference. Hence this report leaves no ?esti%e of suffrage. That
g;zesﬁon I do not desire to discuss ; and I hope the gentleman from

innesota does not. I ask the previous question.

The previons question was seconded and the main question ordered ;
which was upon agreeing to the report of the committee of confer-

ence.
Mr. COX, of New York. I call for the yeas and nays on this ques-
tion. 2
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The question was taken ; and it was decided in the affirmative—

yeas 129, nays 70, not voting 92; as follows:
YEAB—129.
Acklen, Davis, Horace Kelley, Sampson,
Alken, Davis, JosephJ. XKenna, Sapp,
Bacon, Dean, e Ketcham, Somichar,
ﬁ):ﬁley Deering, Kimmel, Sexton,
cor, William H. i Landers, Shallenberger,
Banks, Dwight, Lapham, Binnickson,
Bayne, Eames, y Smalls,
Blév;uelt. Ellsworth, Ligon, Smith, William E.
Blackburn, Errett, Lindsey, Stone, Joseph C,
Blair, Evans, L Newton Luttrell, Sw
Boone, Ewing, Mayham, Townsend, Amos
Boyd, - Forney, MeCook, Townsend, M. L,
Brentano, % MeKinley, Tucker,
TR sy
use, ance,
Goode, Money, Van Vorhes,
Bundy, Gunter, Waddell,
Burcha Harmer, Wai
Burdick, Harris, Benj. W.  Muller, w..:&.
Cain, Hayes, Oliver, Warner,
Caldwell, John W. Hazelton, O'Neill, Welch,
Caldwell, W. P.  Hendee, White, Harry
Campbe Henkle, Patterson, G. W. Williams, A’ S.
er, Henry, Patterson, T. M.  Williams, Andrew
Cannon Pound, Willi C. G.
Casw Hewitt, Abram 8. Price, Willis, Albert S.
Chitten: Hubbell, Rainey, Willits,
Claflin, Humphrey, Rea, Wood,
Conger, Hun . Riesl William W, Yeates,
Covert, James, Riddle, Young.
Crav Jones, James T. Robinson, G. D.
Cummings, J Robinson, M. 8.
Dant Keightloy, Ryan,
NAYB-70
ch, Cobb, Evans, James L.  Hartridge,
tkins, Cole, Felton, Hartz
Baker, John H. Cook, Finle: Hatcher,
Bouck, Cox, Samuel 8. Fran Hewitt, G. W.
B ¥ Crittenden, Fuller, Hunter,
Cal Garth, Ittner,
Calkins, Cutler, Giddings, Jones, Frank
Carli le, Dibrell, Hamilton, Jones, John 8,
Clark, Alvah A.  Dickey, Hardenbergh, Keifer,
lark of Missouri, Dunn Harris, Hi R. Knott,
Clark, Rush Harris, John Lockwood,
Clymer, Eden, Hart, Mackey,

VII—271

Marsah, Pow: Singleton, ‘White, Michael D.
Mmﬁ::’ Pridgore, Smfﬂ:, A. Herr Wiﬁﬂ“]
Muldrow, 5% Southard, W
Plﬁf]lﬁs. ¥, Sparks, Wren.
Phillips, Rice, Americus V. Steele,
Pollard, ~ Robbins, ~ Thompson,
NOT VOTING—92.
Ballon, Elam, Mai Slemons,
Banning, Ellis, nm'mh'n& Springer
Beebe, Evins, John H. Martin,
Bonadi Free McKensle, Stophen:
i eem ens,
Bland, 1 Gsrﬁﬁ l{n][lho;: Smﬂtnnp hn W
] 1 8, 40 7

Bliss, Gibson, }{[nn#luun, Strait,
Blount, Glover, Neal, Thornburgh,
%Ir?c}r ee. Hann gvartm:l 'I‘ip(nl:‘.
mnwg::: e Peddie, Townshend, R. W.
Buckner, Haskell, Potter, 5
Butler, Henderson, y Veeder,
Camp, [iscock ‘Walker,
Chalmers, y dolph, Walsh,
Clarke of Kentucky, House, Watsen,
by 8, unton, berts, Whi
Cox, Jacob D Joyce, Robertson, Williama, James
Crapo, ger, Ross, Williams, Jere N.
Davidson, Enapp, Bayler, Willis, Benj. A.
Dom Loring, Wi
Ei Lynde, Shelley Wright.

So the conference report was adopted.

During the vote,

Mr. MARTIN said : I am paired on this question with Mr. PuGH.

It t};a were here, I would vote “no.” I do not know hew he wonld
vote.

Mr. SHELLEY. I am paired with Mr. STONE, of Michigan. If he
were here, I would vote in the affirmative

Mr. THROCKMORTON. I am paired with Mr. BROWNE, of Indi-
ana. If he were present, I would vote ‘““no.”

Mr. GUNTER. I am paired with Mr. McGowAN on all political
questions, but not regarding this as such I vote in the affirmative.

Mr. MILLS. I am paired with Mr. WiLL1s, of New York. If he
wﬁmt}]em, he would vote in the affirmative and I would vote in the
negative.

. MCKENZIE. Iam paired with Mr. BELL, who is detained from
the House by sickness.

Mr. TUCKER. I am paired on all politieal questions with Mr,
(GARDNER, but not mlgnrdl;:ﬁhis as one I vote in the affirmative.

Mr. STEWART. I am paired with Mr. DAVIDSON.

Mr. CAMP. I am paired with Mr. BENEDICT. If he were here, I
would vote in the affirmative.

Mr. OVERTON. I am ﬁmmd with Mr. GLOVER, who is confined
tt:_his room by sickness. he were here, I would vote in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. WILLITS. My colleague, Mr. STONE, is paired with Mr. SHEL-
LEY.

Mr. TIPTON. I am paired with my colleague, Mr. KNAPP.

Mr. STRAIT. I am paired on this question with Mr. BANNING.

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky. I am paired with Mr. WaTson. If
he were here, I would vote “no.”

Mr. PHELPS. I am requested to announce that Mr. BALLoU is
D DAVIS, ot North Carolina. 3 lleagus, Mr. SCALES, s de-

X of North Carolina. My co - is
tained from the House by sickness. :

On motion of Mr. BLACKBURN, by unanimous consent, the reading
of the names was dispensed with. -

The vote was then announced as above recorded.

Mr. BLACKBURN moved to reconsider the vote by which the con-
ference report was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to recen-
sider be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had agreed to the amendment of the House
to the bill (S. No. 1208) anthorizing the publication for sale of an
edition of the narrative of the Polaris expedition.

The message further announced that the Senate had passed a joint
resolution and bills of the following titles; in which the concurrence
of the House was requested :

Joint resolntion (5. No. 36) aunthorizing the Secretary of War to
deliver to the City of Winterset, Madison County, Iowa, four eannon
and carri for the soldiers’ monument in said eity ;

An act (8. No, 1262) to amend an act entitled “ An act making ap-
pro;iriaﬁons for the repair, preservation and eompletion of certain

ublic works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes ;” approved
arch 3, A. D. 1875; and

An act (8. No. 1374) anthorizing the chancellor of the Smithsonian
Institution to appoint an acting secretary in certain cases.

PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I was absent some time ago on
account of sickness when the discussion took place in reference to the
Pacific Railroad. Iask by unanimous consent that I may have printed
ssb?s;'tt of the debates some remarks which I have prepared on that
subject.
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The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and the gentleman | Gunter, Manning, Roberts, Thornburgh,
has that privilege. [See Appendix.] %:Ie. ﬁlrﬁn. '%n.& %&ﬁ:’:
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. He el:m, %}ilﬁhell, g:hlalchar, T‘frae:;d Vorhes,
Mr, CASWELL. I ask the same privilege, Mr. Speaker, to print | Fynton, o Shm‘};' Watlens,
some remarks on the Northern Pacific Railroad. 'Ili.ifw' w’mm“‘ Sl Watson,
There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. |[See linger, Peddie, Springer, Williams, James
Appendix.] KLJ?"‘" %“.,‘:'a: Starin, Williams, Jero N.
ORDER OF BUSINESS. Loelng T Stonger. Ten.
i L Ste
%:o'ls'ggm 1 ‘%?1: call for the regular order of business. ny:i;if- b, Sto::}ohn W

regular order is the unfinished business, a
bill (H. R. No. 4414) to amend the laws relating to internal revenue.

Mr. WADDELL. I wish to raise the question of consideration be-
tween that and the morning hour.

Mr. TUCKER. There is some question, Mr. Speaker, as to what
members are called upon at this time to vote on.

The SPEAKER. 'ﬁm t}:gstion is on taking up the unfinished busi-
ness, and the gentleman from North Carolina raises the question of
consideration. The question is, S8hall the House proceed with the
consideration of the unfinished business !

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 70, noes 55.

Mr. YEATES demanded tellers.

Mr. EDEN. Are you mot in favor of tobacco?

Mr. YEATES. Yes; but I want to get up the post-route bill.

Tellers were ordareél; and Mr. BUrCHARD and Mr. WADDELL were
appointed. :

Mr. WADDELL. Iwill state the reason why I do this.

Mr. FOSTER. I suppose the gentleman does it for the purpose of
getting a morning hour.

The SPEAKER. There is another unfinished business after the
revenue bill, and that is the interstate-commerce bill, reported from
the Committee on Commerce by the gentleman from Texas, [Mr.
REAGAN.]

The House again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 75, noes 82.

Mr. TUCKER demanded the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered. "

The question was taken ; and it was decided in the affirmative—

yeas 118,nays 92, not voting 81 : as follows:
YEAS—118.
Atkins, Culberson, House, Rice, Americus V.
Baker, John H. Davis, Joseph J. Ittner, Riddle,
Beobe, Dean, Jones, Frank Robbins,
Bicknell, Dibrell, Jones, James T. Robertson,
Blackburn, Dickey, Jo Sayler,
Blair, Durham, ey, ston,
Blount, Eden, K : ;
Boone, Elam, Kimmel, Smith, William E,
Bouck, Ewing, Knott, Sou
B Felton, Landers, Sparks,
Brentano, Finley, Ligon, Stecle,
Bright, Forne; Luttrell, Swann,
Fran Mackey, Throckmorton,
5 Faller, Marsh, Townshend, R. W.
Burdick, Giddings, llnﬁham. Tucker,
Cabell, Goodo, McKenzie, Turney,
Cain, Hardenbergh, McMabon, Vance,
Caldwell, John W. Harris, Huurgin. Metealfe, ‘Walsh,
Candler, Harris, John Miua, gm,
Cannon, Harrison, organ, orne,
C: rlialnh m Morrison, Wigginton,
Clark, Alvah A. Morse, Wi Richard
Clark of Missouri, Halhtober, %luldmw, - gﬂmﬂﬁa. bert S.
Clark, yes, ML
Cl 3 Henkle, Phel ‘Wood,
Co{'l?r ; Pollard,’ Wright,
Cook, bert, Pridemore, Yeates,
Covert, Hewitt, Abram 8. Rainey, Young.
Cra Howitt, G. W Rea,
Critten ker, Reilly,
NAYS—0
Acklen, Denison, Jones, John 8. TRobinson, M. 8
Aik Dunnell, fer, yan,
Aldri Dwight, Keightley, Sampson,
ley, Eames, Ketcbam, Sapp,
or, Willlam H. Ellsworth, Lapham, Shaﬁenlm-gw.
Banks, Errott, Sinninkm:h
e, Evans, I Newton Lindsey, Smith, A. Herr,
m, Evans, James L.  McCool Stone, Joseph c.
Brlﬁ,a. Foster, McKinley, - it,
Bundy, Money, ompson,
Uddwgal.l. E 533:. Monroe, Townsend, Amos
Calkins, Hamilton, Neal, Townsend, Martin T
Camp, Hanna, Qliver, Waddell,
Campbell, Harmor, O'Neill, Wait,
Casw Hnn'l:i . W. Page, ;
Chiu&an, Hask Patterson, G. W.  Welch,
Claflin, Hazelton, Phillips, ‘White, Harry
Conger, Hen Powers, White, 1D,
Cummings, Hul Price, Williams, A. S
Cutler, Humphrey, Williams, Androw
Hnngeriorﬁ. y Williams, C. G-
Davis, Horace Hunter, Rice, William W. Willis, Benjamin A
James, Ro! G D, Willits.
NOT VOTING—S!
Bacon, Brewer, Col Evins, John H.
Ballou, gﬂmdgaa. Cox,J m‘]e?ﬂ. Fort,
Banning, wne, Samu Freeman,
Ball, Buckner, o, Gardner,
Benediot, Butler, Davidson, Garfield,
MR Sl G
80 oy,
Bo; Cote, Ellis, Glover,

So the House agreed to consider the unfinished business.

During the roll-call the following announcements were made :

Mr. 8 LE. My colleague from North Carolina, Mr. SCALES, is
s‘bsegt on account of sickness. If he were present, he would vote
“ay.

Mr. MARTIN. I am paired with Mr. PuGH, of New Jersey.

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I am paired with Mr. BELL, of Georgia.

Mr. EDEN. Mr. BUCKNER, of Missouri, is paired with Mr. JOYCE,
of Vermont,

Mr. SHELLEY. I am paired with the gentleman from Michigan,
Mr. 8TOoNE. If he were present, I should vote * ay.”

Mr. MULLER. I am paired with my colleague from New York,
Mr. STARIN. If he were present, I should vote * ay.”

Mr. STEWART. I am paired with Mr. DAvIDSON, of Florida.

Mr. OVERTON. I am paired with Mr. GLOVER, of Missouri. If
he were present, I shonld vote * no.”

Mr. TIPTON. I am paired with my colleague from Illinois, Mr.
Kxarr. .

Mr. BOYD. I am paired with the gentleman from North Carolina,
Mr. Scares. If he were present, I should vote “no.”

Mr. MORGAN. My colleague from Missouri, Mr. BLAND, is paired
with Mr. JoNES, of Ohio. 4

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded.

The SPEAKER. The House, as in Committee of the Whole, resumes
the consideration of the bill to amend the laws relating to internal
r;alven];m. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CarrisLe] will take
the chair.

Mr. CONGER. I move that the House take a recess until half past
seven o'clock.

Mr. FOSTER. I rise to make » privileged report.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from Ohio
hereafter.

Mr. FOSTER. Why not now 1

The SPEAKER. Because the House has resolved to go on with the
consideration of the unfinished business.

Mr. FOSTER. Irise to present a report of a committee of confer-

ence.
The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize the gentleman for that

p gr. BURCHARD. Can that set aside the order of the House to pro-
ceed with the unfinished business?
The SPEAKER. Conference re are of so high a privilege that
th;{ can interrupt a motion to ourn. -
r. BURCHARD. I am aware of that.

COMPLETION OF WASHINGTON MONUMENT.

Mr. FOSTER. I present the report of the committee of conference
on the di.sa.sgzmeing votes of the two Houses on the joint resolution
H. R. No. 1

The Clerk read as follows:

The committee of conference on the d]sugreelnitom of the two Honses on the
amendment of the Senato to the joint resolution (H. R. No. 152) to enable the joint
commission to earry into effect the act of Congress g for the completion
of the Washington M t baving met, after full and conference, have

agreed tor d and do d to their respective Houses as follows :
That the Senate recede from its dment to the resolution as p d by the
House ; and that the House agree to the same.
CHAS. FOSTER,
JOHN GOODE,
AManagers on the part of the House.
J. 4. IRGALLS,

J. B. EUSTIS,
Managers on the part of the Senate.

Mr. FOSTER. I move that the House agree to the report of the
committee of conference.

Mr. CONGER. I ask that the amendments be read.

The SPEAKER. That is not in order. The question is on agree-
in%lbo the report of the committee of conference.

e question being taken, the rt was to.

Mr. FOSTER moved to reconsider the vote by which the report
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on
the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Mr. CONGER. I move thatthe Housenow take a recess until half-
pafat ”’gﬁ%ﬁ:lﬁck'l ise to mak liamentary inqui
3 . I rise to make a parliamen iny .
The SPEAKER. The gentlemanp:ill state it. st
Mr. TUCKER. When the House resolved to take up the bill re-
lating to internal revenue, and the Speaker called the gentleman
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from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] to the chair, was it in order for the
gentleman from Michigan to move that the House fake a recess ?
The SPEAKER. The motion for a recess is of the same nature as
a motion to adjourn, and is always held tfo be a privileged motion.
The gentleman from Kentucky had not taken the chair.
Mr. SAYLER. If the Houseshould now take a recess will this bill
come up to-night as the regular order{
The SPEAKER. It will not. The session of to-night is devoted
to debate only, no business of any sort or kind to be fransacted.
The question being taken on Mr. CONGER’S motion, there were—
ayes 67, noes 87.
Mr. CONGER, and Mr. WHITE of Pennsylvania, called for tellers.
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. CONGER and Mr. TUCKER were ap-
inted. .
p(,Tha House again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 69, noes 90,
Mr. CONGER. I call for the yeas and nays.
The question being taken on ordering the yeas and nays, there were

ayes 40.
J?Eyo (the affirmative beeir:;ﬁ more than one-fifth of the last vote) the
yeas and nays were ord .

The ggaatnon was taken; and there were—yeas 87, nays 105, not
voting 99 ; as follows :

YEAS—8T.
Aldrich, Deering, Jones, John 3. Price,
Bacen, Denison, Keifer, Rice, William W,
Bagley, Dunnell, Kg]ifhtlay. Robinson, G. D.
Ihéerr, John H. Dwight, &y, Robinson, M. S.
Baker, William H., Eames, Ketcham, Ryan,
Banks, Ellsworth, Lapham, Sm:ﬂmon,
Bayne, Errett, Lathrop, Shallenberger,
Bisbee, Evans, James L.  Lindsey, Sinnickson,
lair, Foster, Marsh, Smith, A. Herr
Briggs, Frye, MecKinley, Stone, Jeseph C.
Baurdick, i':i-al't!.l:uacr:,Be:\j = mtuh g}.‘]ﬂit.
i Harris, nroe, ompson,
Camp Haskell, Neal, Townsend, Amos
Campfnll, Hayes, Noreross, Wait,
Cannaon, Hazelton, Oliver, Ward,
o R e
Chittenden, ende: age, , Harry
Claflin, Hubbell, Patterson, G. W. White, Michael D.
Clark, Hunter, Patterson, T. M. Williams, C. G.
Conger, Humphrey, Phﬂll‘{a' Willits,
Danford, Hung r&, Poun: Wren.
Davis, Horace James, Powers, =
NAYS—105.
Aiken, Culberson, Hewitt, Abram 8. Reilly,
Atkins, Cutler, Hewitt, G. W. Rice, Americus V
Banning, Davis, Joseph J.  Herbert, Riddle,
Dean, Hooker, Robbins,
Bicknell, Dibrell, Ittner, Bayler,
Blount, Dickey, on Singleton,
8, Durham, Jones, James T. Smith, William B.
Bouck, Eden, org s Soutl \.‘l,
Bragg, Elam, Kenna, Sparks,
Brentano, Ewing, Kimmel, Steele,
Bright, Felton, Knott, Throckmorton,
)ﬁroggen:a %‘inley, {.deers, %:wémhend. R. W.
nrel Yy 'orney, cker,
Cabell, Frani{i.u. Lust.ot:‘l'all. Turney,
Cain, Garth, M:.E y Vance,
Caldwell, John W. Giddings, McKenzie, Waddell,
Caldwell, W.P. Goode, Metealfe, Walsh,
gmga:lﬂ' ) gﬁd wbl:a}gh. M e g?merio
arlisle, en oTgan, n
Clark, Alvah A. Harmer, orse, Williams, A. 8
Clark of Missouri, Harris, Henry R. Muldrow, Willis, Albert §
Clymer, Harris, John T. Phelps, Wilson,
Caobb, Harrison, Pollard, Wood,
Cook, Hartrid Pridemore, Yeates.
Covert, Rainey,
Cravens, Hatcher, Rea,
Crittenden, Henry, Reagan,
NOT VOTING—99.
Acklen, Ellis, Maish, Smalls,
Ballou, Evans, L. Newton Manning, Springer,
Bell, Evins, John H. Martin, Starin,
Benedict, Fort, MceCook, Sten ger,
Blackburn, Freeman MeGowan, Stephens,
Bland, Fuller, MeceMahon, Stewart,
Bliss, Garfleld, Money, Stone, John W.
Boyd, Gause, Morrison, Bwann,
Trewer, Gibson, Muller, Thornburgh,
Bridges, Glover, Overton, Tipton,
Browne, Gunter, Peddie, Townsend, M. I.
Buekner, Hale, Potter, Turner,
Bundy, Hanna, Pﬂfb, Van Vorhes,
Batler, Hart, uinmn, €r,
Chalmers, Henkle, ganﬂoipn, Walker,
Clarke of Kentucky, Hiscock, Watson,
Cole, House, Roberts, Whitthorn
Collins, Hunton, Robertson, Williams, Andrew
Cox, Jacob D. .]Ia{qa, Ross, illiams, J;
Cox, SBamuel S. linger, Sapp, Williams, Jere N.
Crapo, Knapp, Williams, Richard
Cummings, Lockwood, Schleicher, ‘Willis, A,
Davidson, Loring, Sexton, ‘Wright,
Douglas, Lynde, Shelley, Young.
Eickboff, key, Slemons,

So the motion for a recess was not agreed to.

During the roll-call the following announcements were made:

Mr. SHELLEY. I am paired with Mr. STONE, of Michigan. If
he were here, I should vote “no.”

Mr, WAIT. I desire to say that Mr. WiLL1AMS, of Oregon, is paired
with Mr. WiLLis, of New York. How the two gentlemen would vote,
if here, it is impossible for me to say.

Mr. TIPTON. I desire to say that I am paired with my colleague,
Mr. KNaPP,

Mr. OVERTON. I desire to say that I am paired with Mr. GLOVER.

Mr, STEWART. I am paired with Mr. DAVIDSON.

Mr. SAMPSON. My colleague, Mr. CUMMINGS, is paired with Mr.
Sparks. If Mr. CuMMINGS were here, he would vote “ ay.”

Mr. WILLITS. My colleague, Mr. STONE, is paireg with Mr.,
SHELLEY.

Mr. OLIVER. My colleague, Mr. SAPP, is paired ; with whom I de
not know.

Mr. MARTIN. I am paired with Mr. PuGH, of New Jersey. If he
were here, I should vote “no.”

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I am paired with Mr. BELL.

Mr. CLARKE, of Eentucky. I am paired with Mr, WaTsoN. If he
were present, I shonld vote * no.”

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated.

Mr. CONGER. I move that the House do now adjonrn.

Mr. SAYLER. I desire to ask a question of the Chair, a question
which would probably satisfy the gentleman from Michigan. The
House has decided, by nnanimous consent, upon an order that there
shall be a session to-night for debate only, and I presume, therefore,
that it would not be admissible to bring up this question at the even-
ing session to-night. The only object of the gentleman from Mich-
igan, of conrse is—

Mr. FOSTER. To adjourn.

Mr. SAYLER. Allow me to express it in my own way. The only
object which the gentleman has is to defeat the position which this
bill occupies as the regular order. Now, I submit to the gentleman
from Michi that he cannot do that between this and half past
seven o’clock becanse we can stay here just as well as he can and he
can accomplish nothing by his movement. What I want to ask the
Chair is this: suppose the motion of the gentleman from Michigan
shounld be agreed to and that the House takes a recess until half past
seven o'clock to-night.

The SPEAKER. That motion has been voted down.

Mr, SAYLER. I am asking in case that motion should be agreed
to, whether this bill will not retain its position as the regular order
as unfinished business ¥

f’]_.‘tha SPEAKER. It will all the time, if there is a majority in favor
of it.

%Ir. WADDELL. Not at the meeting to-night, forthat is for debate
only.

The SPEAKER. The order for to-night’s session does not interfere
with the bill at all.

Mr. EDEN. I wish to be informed, in order that we may not to-
night meet with the difficulty that we did last night, whether when
the House has made an order any other business can be interposed ?

The SPEAKER. It cannot. The only difficulty last night was
that the record on the Journal and the statement made in the Cox-
GRESSIONAL RECORD varied, but to-night the session is for debate only,
no business of any sort to be done,

Mr. TUCKER. Suppose the motion of the gentleman from Mich-~
igan to'n.djoum prevails, will not that dispense with the evening
Bession

The SPEAKER. It would vacate the evening session, of course.

Mr. SAYLER. But it would not affect the order of business.

The SPEAKER. Not af all.

Mr. TUCKER. Then the effect would be to bring this bill up as
the first thing in order on Monday ?

The SPEAKER. The first regular business on Mondays is the call
of States and Territories for bilEBand resolutions ; but this bill will
retain its place as the unfinished business.

Mr. HOSKER. 1 desire to make a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. HOOKER. If a motion to adjourn prevails will it cut off the
session to-night ?

The SPEAKER. It would.

Mr. HOOKER. Then I move that the House do now adjourn.

The SPEAKER. That motion is already pending as made by the
gentleman from Michigan, [ Mr. Coxcnn.i

Mr. BURCHARD. ?do not know that I understand the Chair cor-
rectly. I desire to ask at what stage this bill will come up again—
on Tuesday morning immediately after the reading of the Journal?

The SPEAKER. On Tuesday, after the reading of the Journal.

Mr. SAYLER. It may come up on Monday by a two-third vete.

Mr. BURCHARD. It will come up as unfinished bunsiness.

The SPEAKER. It has that place, and the Chair will protect it of
course,

Mr, TUCKER. Buf it cannot come up until Tuesday ?

The SPEAKER. It might be called up by a two-third vote on
Monday ; but it will keep its place as unfinished business against
everything, if it has a majority in its favor.

Mr. TUCKER. Suppose that by dilatory motions we should rnn
along until half past seven o’clock, conld we then continue the con-
consideration of this bill after that hour, or would the session then
be for debate only ¥
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The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that question when the
hour of half past seven arrives.

Mr. TUCKER. ¢ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

Mr. SAYLER. I understand, however, that unanimous consent
was given for an evening session to-night for debate only.

The SPEAKER. That is so. Should the House now take a recess
until half past seven o’clock to-night, the session will be for debate

only.

L{r. CONGER. No other business whatever to be done ?

The SPEAKER. No business of any kind to be transacted.

Mr. CONGER. Then if it be the desire of the House to take a re-
cess this evening I will withdraw the motion to adjourn.

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. HOOK-
ER] insist upon his motion to adjourn ¥

Mr. HOOKER. I will let my motion stand, and the House can
vote it down.

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to.

Mr. SAYLER. I now move that the House take a recess until half
past seven o’clock.

The SPEAKER. The session of this evening will be for debate
only, no business of any kind to be transacted; and the genileman
from Illinois [Mr. TowNsHEND] will occupy the chair as Speaker pro
tem

he motion of Mr. SAYLER was nﬁmed to; and accordingly (at four
o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.) the Hounse took a recess until seven
o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.

EVENING SESSION.

The recess having expired, the House reassembled, Mr. ToOwWN-

SHEND, of Illinois, in the chair.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.
from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPsoN, one of its clerks, in-
formed the House that the Senate had agreed to the report of the
committee of conference on the di ing votes of the two Honses
on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 2507) makin
appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for the fi
year ending June 30, 1879, and for other purposes.

ORDER OF BUSINESS. -

The SPEAKER pro tempore. By order of the House, the session of
to-night is for general debate only, no business whatever to be trans-
Mt&{? The gentleman from New York [Mr. CovERT] is entitled to
the floor.

Before the gentleman proceeds the Chair has been requested to ask
unanimons consent on behalf of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr.
CLARK] to have printed in the RECORD some remarks he has prepared
on the bill of the House, No. 4414; to amend the laws relating to in-
ternal revenue, and on behalf the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FINLEY ]
to have printe& in the RECORD some remarks he has prepared on the
bill of the House, No. 5130, making appropriations for sundry eivil
exgﬁnsaﬁ of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879,
and for ofher purposes.

No objection was made, and leave was granted accordingly. [See
Appendix. ]

A m

SOUTHERN WAR CLAIMS.

- Mr. COVERT. Mr. Speaker, the American people as a people are
exceptionally well informed ordinarily upon all governmental mat-
ters. No people stand nearer to the law-making power than ours.
No people watch with more intelligent interest the acts of their pub-
lic agents and none are more just in adverse criticism or more gen-
erous in kindly praise in this connection than are the ﬁople ‘whose
rights and interests are represented on the floor of this House.

nder these circumstances it seems a singular fact that intelligent,
conscientious, and observant citizens this wide land over s'lmuld%ﬂve
so vague an understanding concerning the matter of the so-called
“gonthern war claims.” glot that they should be uninformed, per-
haps, as to matters of detail, but that they should carry with them
very erroneous impressions as fo the past, present, and prospective
action of Congress in dealing with the general principles which gov-
ern and control the disposition of this ¢ of cases.

The termination of the war brought to us in this counfry a new
and changed condition of affairs. With a readiness and an elasticity
peculiar to the American paog]e we turned readily and naturally from
war to peace. Our law- ers zealously, and as carefully as they
could, mapped out the peculiar legislation necessary to meet the
demands made by the exceptional condition of affairs presented to
them. Many tmra;.tum living in the South and claiming to have been
loyal durinﬁ war presented claims inst the Government for

roperty alleged to have been either or destroyed by the Union

orces, and one of fthe first problems presented for solution by Con-
gress was how shonld these southern war claims of alleged loyal citi-
zens be examined into and di of. Congress, of course, had and
has the power to dispose of matters. Every citizen had and
has the right to petition this body for redress of grievance by or the
enforcement of an obligation against the Government.

It was early ascertained, however, that these claims, coming as
was alleged from loyal citizens, were so numerous, the attention of
Congress threatened to be so engrossed by anything like a proper
examination, so great delay was likely to occur to claimants before
all their claims could be passed upon, that new tribunals were created

by which these matters might be more speedily and satisfactorily
adjundicated. The Supreme Court was vested with anthority in the
matter. The Court of Claims was established with jurisdiction suf-
ficient to cover, as was supposed, many of the cases which were
demanding the attention of Congress. Subsequently the southern
claims commission was created and vested with power to pass upon
and determine those cases which the Court of Claims had not juris-
diction to try. In addition some of the Departments had and still
have the power to make payment Ig)oxslegmper proofs for property of
loyal citizens necessarily taken and u by northern troops during
the period of the war.

In dealing with this subject, Mr. 8
make npon the proceedings relative to this general subject befora the
Departments, the claims commission, or the courts, I am bound to
believe that all judgments or decisions rendered in all these tribunals
have been just and legal and equitable, and that they have been
founded upon and sustained by the evidence in each case.

I have only to deal with those claims which have been passed upon
by and are now pending before Congresa. It is my duty simply to aid
if I can in the correction of some of the errors into which tga people
of this country have been led with reference to the subject-matter of
these claims, and to draw the attention of Congress and of the coun-
try to what in my humble jud, nt should be the future policy of
the Government in dealing with this subject.

The primal cause of the errors into which many of our best and
most conscientious citizens have been led in this matter can be traced
to the fact that they have permitted themselves to be grossly de-
ceived and misled by those who have been and are base enough to
play upon their prejudices and fears. Nearly two years ago the cry
was started that in the event of the success of one of the two great

litical parties at the then pending elections the doors of the public

reas would be thrown wide open and every dollar of money ex-
nded by the South in the prosecution of the late civil war would
rag)aid to the people of that section. Statements were made that
bills for the payment of losses to property of disloyal men would be
rushed through this House in the event of the retuarn of a democratic
majority here, and financial ruin to the Government was predicted
by those who upon the platform or through the public press endeav-
ored thus falsely and unfairly to mould and shape public opinion.

Men who knew the utter absurdity of sneh a proposition, men who
knew that under no strained or forced construction of law, however
perverted, could any snch action be had, rung the changes upon this
maliciously false prophecy ; and the attempt was made to convince
the people that in the event of democratic success the burdens already
imposed by the war debt of the North would be augmented by the
adgition of the war debt of the South. In common perhaps with al-
most every northern democratic member of this House, in the canvass
which preceded the last con, ional elections I gave to the voters
of my district the promise and the pledge that I would vote and labor

inst the payment of the first dollar of this class of claims. The
pledge and the promise were alike unnecessary, perhaps, on the part of
any northern, and I can I think with equal safety say on the part of
any southern democrat. But so ecompletely had the work of misrep-
resentation been accomplished, so peculiar {lsem;itive had the minds
of the northern democracy become upon this subject, that even in
those sections where this declaration wasnot deman its enunciation
was received always with marks of approbation and it was regarded
as an eminently fit and proper declaration to be made.

I have said tiat the promise was unnecessary on the part either of
northern or southern democrats who were candidates for membership
on this floor. Emr{ﬂmamber of this House, be fore he is permitted to
enter upon the discharge of the high duties committed to him by his
constituents, assumes an obligation sacred in its character and as
binding as it is sacred. He calls upon the Most High to witness that
he will in every direction, to the best of his ability, honestly and
faithfully support and defend the Constitution of the United States.
Oneof these provisions of organic law thus sworn to be observed and
supported is a portion of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu-
tion. =

But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or r}n{y “g debt or
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion inst the United States, or
any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave ; but all such debts, obligations
and claims shall be held illegal and void.

To effect any change whatever in this provision of our organic law,
the concurrence of two-thirds of both branches of Congress and the
ratification of three-fourths of the States would be necessary, or it
would be necessary to have such change secured by convention called
by :hwo-thirﬁaof the Stalt:s and mlfllg Mbysthe l?ct.mfn of three-fourths
of their Legislatnres. it possi X er, for any one to im-
agine that any of the members u‘pon, this ﬁm wo'uld 80 ziolste their
solemn their binding obligations, would so far forget their duty
to themselves, their country, and their God as to contravene by direct
and ﬁc:eitiva action this plain provision of constitutional law? The
emphatic answer is seen and read in the light of recent events. Asa
result of the last congressional elections a democratic majority was
returned to this House. Noarl{ eight months have gone by since its
organization, and we are rapidly sp‘froachin the end of its first ses-
sion. The country has watched and waited for the passage through
this House of the expected avalanche of war claims, and they have
waited and watched in vain. Not onedollar of the public money
has been voted in payment of the first single claim of the first soli-

ker, I have no comment to
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tary claimant proven to have been disloyal. As was well stated on a
recent oceasion on this floor by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr.
‘GOODE :] =

great of the southern and I mean the confederate people, did
norfl;:peut t.h‘:;dy the losses incumml?ndlvidm as incident to the war vg'ould
ever be reimbursed to them. They staked their all on the issue of the struggle;
they lost, and they accept the loss as the fate of war.

And yet, despite all this, notwithstanding the record made by this
Congress, a portion of the newsﬁaper press of the country still makes
this subject a leading issue, still attempts to rouse the fears of the
people and to excite their prejudices upon this matter.

It cannot perhaps be wondered at that honest, fair-minded men in
every section of the North are deceived and misled by these utter-
ances. Ours is emphatically a newspaper-reading people. Not a
household, however lowly, in the section from whence 1 come—not
a fireside however humble—that does not welcome as a cherished
guest the ar issne of at least one newspaper. And to audiences
of honest men within these households—warping their judgments
and shaping their sentiments upon this question—come, day by day
and week by week, these utterances founded npon falsehood and
leadin ({m to m'm;i 8 j atd i th

I yield to none, Mr. er, in my or the newspaper press ;
in tg—y appreciat—isn of the great work it has accomplished and which
it may yet achieve. Iyield to none in my admiration of the earnest
and sincere men of brain and heart who control it. I believe with
the thoughtful French author De Toequeville that in this country—

The press is the power which impels the circulation of political life throngh all
the districts of this vast territory. Its eyeis constantly open to detect the secret
springs of political designs and to summon the leaders of all parties to the bar of
})ub]iu opinion. It es the interests of the community round certain principles ;

t draws up the creeds which factious adopt ; and the power of the periodical press
4s only second to that of the people.

1 realize and recognize the fact that this great engine—in the hands
-of men pure and upright capable of so much —can, when con-
trolled by reckless and partisan management, be made an equally
potent agent for the commission of wrong. And when this great
power, “only second to that of the people,” arraigns the majority of
this House at the bar of public opinion upon this question, it is due
to the people, the first power in this country, that false statements
be corrected and truth Bg made to ];lmvai.l OVer error.

Attention has frequently been called to the fact that a very large
number of southern claims coming from those who were not Union-
ists have been presented to the committee having these claims in
charge. I do not know whether this be true or otherwise, nor is it
material to be considered in this discussion. I have only to say that
the Committee on War Claims demand proof of loyalty as a condi-
tion-precedent to favorable report in these matters. And while npon
this branch of this subject, I desire to repeat what has already been
shown by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Davis,] that in
the enumeration of these claims made by some of the gentlemen
on the other side, claims for all objeets, bills for all kinds of relief,
coming from the South, have been summarily placed under the head
of “sonthern war claims,” and have been conveniently classified as
such.

No power can prevent the simple introduction of bills asking the
award of money to claimants. It is the right of every citizen who
thinks he has a valid claim against the Government, for whatever
-cause it may be bronght or upon whatever lizlroumil it may be founded,
to ask his Representative to introduce a bill for its payment. Many
Representatives conscientiously think it a duty they owe their con-
stitnents to introdoce such claims, leaving to Cong;m the duty of
passing upon their merits. Every committee of this House almost has
showered upon it bills asking for payments of money for certain
objects or to particular gsmuns. hey come in every conceivable
shape: for river and harbor improvements ; for grants to railroads;
for subsidies to steamship lines ; for increase of pay to Government
employés; for pensions to those who are and who are not entitled to
this relief; in every form and semblance they are strewn upon the
tables of committee-rooms—

Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks
In Valombrosa.

It may be that out of this large number of bills asking for relief
are some in the nature of these war claims which are objectionable.
It does not by any means follow that their presentation means their
payment. It does not follow that the fact of their introduction binds
to their sugpnn the party to which the member who introduces them
belon t does not even bind to their support the member who
introduces them. Against all such claims the constitutional pro-
vision I have quoted and the rule of the committee would apply,
and this application would be fatal to their passage.

It is sufticient for my purpose only to discuss tgeose claims which
have been favorably reported from the committee, and which, hav-
ing thus become the property of the House, are fairly the subjects of
<liscussion.

I do not desire, Mr. Speaker, to discuss this question in a partisan
spirit. I would not attempt to draw attention to the facts which I
purpose to snbmit to this House, except that the effort has been made,
persistently and methodically, not onfy by a portion of the newspaper
press, but by gentlemen on the other side of this Chamber, to induce
the belief that the democratic party stands sponsor for these war
<laims and makes their payment one of its pledges. Fealty to my
party and, above this and far beyond it, fidelity to truth impel me

to ask the attention of this House and of the conntry to facts which
no gentleman npon this floor will dispute or will dare to gainsay.
In the discharge of this duty I shall not attempt to indulge in soph-
istry; indeed I shall not attempt to use logic of any kind save the
lain, severe logic of facts. I shall not even attempt to produce
acts save as they have been exhibited upon this floor during this
and preceding Congresses.

I brin, iou only a bouquet of culled flowers, with nothing of my own save the
band which entwines them.

No less an anthority than the late Senator Morton, in speaking
upon this subject, said from his place in the Senate :

Can we afford to make any other rule on this subject? We might save some
mﬂm by making another rule; but it wonld in the end be pemny-wise and pound-
foolish economy. After having expended some §5,000,000,000 to keep the South
in the Union, and after all our r# to build up a loyal party down there—

And I ask the reporters to underscore this last statement—
shall we come here making shipwreck in the end by declaring upon the floor of
the Senate that the loyal men whose hardships and sufferings we can never esti-
mate, shall be t as public enemies, and that we will not pay them under the
same circumstances under which we would pay a man for the taking of like prop-
ertyin the North. Icannever consent to it.

Senator Morton did not consent to it. The Emrty of which he
was an honored and able member did not consent to it. TFor up to
1876, there had been paid to the people of the South, in settlement
of claims of this character,the enormous snm of $100,000,000. These
are not my figures; the estimate has not been made by me. The
figures are furnished by one who, better than any other man in this
country perhaps,is qualified to speak upon the subject. From a
speech of Hon. John Sherman, Secretary of the Treasury, made Au-
gust, 1876, is extracted the following :

When the war closed, i able clai gainst the United States were made
from the lately rebel States, and Con, in the most liberal spirit, made provis-
ion for the payment of all that by the well-settled rules of civilized war, could be
properly made against the Uni Sta + * =+ gpthat it may with safety be
said that more than $100,000,000 were paid, after the war was over, to citizens of
the South for losses cansed by the rebellion.

I desire to call attention while upon this subject to the fact that
substantially all this large sum of monei was paid out under the
direction of those placed in position, not by the democratic, but by
the republican party. The heads of Departments and the members
of the Court of Claims and of the sonthern claims commission were
all appointed by republican administrations. From the close of the
war up to the assembling of the Forty-fourth Congress both branches
of that body were controlled by a majority of republican votes.

The Forty-third Conﬁmau with its republican majority, through its
Committee on War Claims, reported favorably at its first session
upon $3,000,000 of these claims against less than $216,000 at the first
session of the Forty-fourth Congress with its democratic majority ;
and at this latter session of that Con ont of the claims so
rﬁsported favorably less than $75,000 of them were passed by the

ouse, .

Looking at the proceedings of this Forty-fifth Congress, what is
the result? Only two claims growing out of losses to people at the
South as results of the war have received the attention of the Honse.
One of these claims was that of the College of William and Mary, for
property destroyed during the war. The claim had passed the House
with a republican majority in the Forty-second Con, , but had
failed for some reason, perhaps for lack of time, in the Senate. It
was revived again at this Congress, and the merits and demerits of
the claim were most earnestly and efoquently discussed, among others
by the accomplished and scholarly representative of the strong re-
publican element of Massachusetts [Mr. Lorixg] in favor of the
claim, and by the able exponent of demoeratie principles, the gentle-
man from Wisconsin, [Mr. BRAGG,] whose services to the Union in
the late war are only equaled by his services to his country on this
floor, in opposition to the measure. No vote has been reached upon
this matter, and the claim is still undetermined.

The other of the two claims I have mentioned was the claim of the
heirs of John Heater, for supplies alleged to have been taken by the
Union forces in 1861-'62. The claim was supported most strennously
and forecibly, among others, by my distingnished friend from Ohio,
[Mr. KEIFER,] the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. THORNBURGH, ]
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr., HUMPHREY, ] and the gentleman

from Minnesota,[ Mr. DUNNELL, | all able and deservedly conspicuous

members of the republican minority upon this floor. The claim was
as strenuously opposed by the gentlemen from Ohio, [ Mr, McManoN
and Mr. FINLEY, ] and the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr. BRAGG, ]
Representatives of the democratic majority here. On the vote to lay
the bill on the table, ont of 110 nays, the votes which really passed
the measure, fifty-two, or nearly one-half of such votes were cast by
gentlemen on the other side of this House, fifty-seven of the oppo-
sition being absent or not voting.

I have given this brief résumé, Mr. Speaker, not because I want to
criticise adversely the votes given upon these bills by gentlemen of
the opposition. I am certain they were each and all eminently con-
scientious votes, cast because the gentlemen who gave them believed
that the claims were just and equitable and that t ei shounld be paid.
I have referred to the record simply to show that the great bulk of
these southern war claims have been passed not by the votes of dem-
ocratic members of the House, but by the voices and votes of the
gentlemen of the opposition. I have collated these facts, the correct -
ness of which none I think will dispute, in as concise shape as I could,
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simply to show that the wild and senseless talk of these claims being
urged snd pressed by representatives of the democratic party alone—
or that that party stand pledged to the payment of them—is not borne
out by the plain, simple facts as shown by the record. 3

Personally, sir, I admit that I am prejudiced upon this question of
the payment of these claims. I believe that as a rule men of means
at the South were thoroughly and earnestly devoted to the fortunes
of the confederacy. A comparatively few may have remained pas-
sively neutral ; a still smaller number may have been loyal to the
old Union; but by far the greater majority sacrificed their fortunes
as readily as they gave their swords to the canse which for them
was a lost cause. cannot but believe that the immense sum of
$100,000,000 has more than paid for all property of loyal citizens of
the South utilized in any way by the Union forces during the war.
As a member of this Congress, therefore, I bring to the determination
of this class of cases a condition of mind such asis described by a juror
when he states that he has formed an opinion in the case in which
he is called upon to act, that such an impression has been created in
his mind that it will require strong evidence to remove it.

This impression, this prejudice doubtless, could be removed by evi-
dence ; but at the outset, in the sense and to the degree I have indi-
cated, I do not doubt but that many members on both sides of this
Chamber do not and cannot stand impartial as between claimants
and the Government in the matter of these claims. The examination
given to them, however zealously the committee may labor to ascer-
tain the truth, must be unsatisfactory. Ex partestatements must be
relied upon to a great extent. No attorney for the Government is at
hand to contest the validity of the claims, or to inquire into their
merits. The committee, anxious to do impartial justice, forms such
jundgment as it may upon the meager evidence often presented to
it, and the House is asked to adopt or reject the conclusion reached
by its committee. The whole business of this House sitting as a court
to determine these claims is manifestly wrong. It is a costly matter
for the country, and an unsatisfactory proceeding to conscientious
men who sincerely desire to do their duty fully and faithfuolly.

It is for these reasons, sir, that I for one shall most heartily and
earnestly support the excellent measure recently introduced in the
House by my distingnished colleague, [Mr. POTTER, ] conferring fur-
ther and enlarged jurisdietion upon the Court of Claims to pass upon
all matters of this character. Let every claimant Le releg: to
this court, where, without passion of any kind, without prejudice
either for or against it, each claim can be disposed of; and where
under the forms of law and governed by the rules of equity, equal
and exact justice may be meted out to the claimant on the one hand
and to the Government on the other.

Poise the cause in justice’ equal scales,
‘Whose beam s sure, w rightful cause prevails.
THE CURRENCY AND FINANCE,

Mr. KENNA. Mr. Speaker, on the 9th day of February last I had the
honor to present to this House my views on the financial situation.
It was my purpose then to furnish a brief synopsis of the legislation
which has controlled and regulated the currency of the country and
to expose to some extent the iniquities of a system which has spread
rain and starvation thronghount the land. Itis painfal for a man who
has the honor and welfare of his country at heart to realize that its
financial history for sixteen years is a history of oppression and wrong.
It is hard to be confronted by evidences, which no temerity can deny
and no ingenuity explain away, that the dignity and character of gov-
ernmental approval have been given to the conduct of the pampered
few in its march of ruthless aggression, while the red seal of govern-
mental sanction has stamped with a free frank the moneyed ollfsrchy
in its rough ride over the down-trodden rights of a free and inde-
pendent people.

8ir, it was no labor of love for me to devote an hour to the black-
est chapter of financial infamies that ever cursed a people or di
a respected nationality. And yet I am proud to have participated
in that debate. It was not without its fruits in actual legislation. It
was not without its good results in the education of the people of the
country to a proper understanding of the causes of their distress.
Corrupt legislation in the interest of the money power has made of
the American laborer well-nigh a pauper; but the debate in these
halls and elsewhere, which has *snatched the mask of patriotism”
from the face of spoliation and plunder, has made of that pauper an
eduncated financier. He stands to-day conscious before God and man
of the innocence and righteousness of his canse, He has worked and
voted each recurring year with the hope that a season would bring
him relief and he has seen disappointment and dismay to reward his
anxiety and pains.

He has witnessed a great ﬁlibical party stroggling to retain power
and another to acquire it. He has been swallowed up in the whirl of
excitement which the contest has aroused and like my Irish cousin who
meant to cry “enongh” he has lustily sung “ hurrah” when he was
under in the fight. But the time has come when his interests will be
his political issue, when the protection of his manhood will be his
greatest thought, when the home and hapEi:esa of his wife and little
ones will be the great, high goal at which his ambition is aimed. He
knows his wrongs. knows he has been crushed by an unrelent-
ing power until between that power and him there is open war. I
have been with him in the fi {llﬁ. I am with him now. I shall be
with him to the end, because I believe that God and humauity are
on his side. On his behalf and in his name I now give notice that

this contest for relief shall not end when this session ends. It will
be renewed with the next session and the next, and kept nup without
intermission, until honesty shall have superseded fraud, until justice
to the masses shall be recognized as an element in national legisla-
tion, and until the wrongs which have invaded the financial system
shall have been wiped out forever. The adjournment of Con
instead of ending this stru Fle, will be the siﬁmﬂ for its transfer to
the polls. I know full well that there are those in the interest of
the sharks and the Shylocks who hope for something from dissen-
sions among the masses. It has been said that the breach in the dem-
ocratic ranks by the greenback men will make an easy victory for
the hard-money men over a divided foe. 8ir, the wish is father to
the thought. The idea that the greenback element of the country
can be induced by vote or diversion to contribute to republican suc-
cess is beyond belief. The revolt will be from the republican ranks.
There is no conflict between the greenback men and the democracy,
and that I propose to show. The democratic party has fought the
battle of the people against the money power from the first. I
will demonstrate that before I get throngh. The republican party
has roined and bankrupted the country and now seeks aid from the
independent element by asking the distressed and suffering masses
to lick the haund that has smitten them. They are reckoning without
their hosts,

My own constituents are for greenbacks. Nine-tenths, ay, almost
ten-tenths are earnest in their determination to maintain the good
fight for financial relief. But they will not turn upon themselves
and confribute their strength to the power which has driven them to
the wall. The history of this financial policy is too well known for
anybody to be deceived by pretense or fraud. The republican party
conceived it; the republican party gave it creation ; the republican
party nursed it, fostered it, matured it, hugged it fonci]y to its bosom,
until the infant monster grew to such proportions as to erush be-
neath its giant tread the prosperity of the American people. The
democratic party has fought it from its inception; fought it at
every s of its growth ; met it in battle array on forty occasions
in the halls of Congress and a thousand on the stump.

8ir, the democratic citizen may point with satisfaction to the proud
record of his party on the financial issues. The line has been dis-
tinetly drawn. The democratic party has op the republican
party has passed, all the measures which have multiplied the wants
and increased the sufferings of the people. Look at the record of
wrong as session after session has contributed to its infamous suc-
cess. Turn for a moment from the thought of idle hands, desolated
homes, and hungry wives and children, and ask of the inexorable
record, as fate has inscribed it, who was

THE CAUSE OF ALL OUR WOES.
The answer, made by a persistent career of sixteen years, gives back
the name of the republican party. Every vote and act has been
recorded, and from the Journals of Congress, the best evidence known
to man of the truth of these assertions, I will prove every word of
what I have said.

L4

TAXATION OF THE BONDS.

On the 23th day of June, 1862, the question of concurring in Senate
amendments to an act creating bonds, &ec., was before the House.
Mr. Holman, a democrat, offered the following provision :

Provided, That nothing in this act shall impair the right of the States to tax
the bonds, notes, and other obligations issned under this act.

Sixty-three democrats voted for this righteous amendment and not
one voted against it. Of the republicans, only 8 vored “ay” and 77
voted “mno.” Thus the republican party defeated in the House the
proposition to tax the bonds!

THE NATIONAL-BANK BYSTEM.

In February, 1863, the bill was pending for the charter of the na-
tional banks. The vote was taken in the Senate on the 12th and in
the Hounse on the 20th of that month. The bill involved the inang-
uration of a system which is as cordially hated by the masses of our
people as ever was a measure hostile to their interests. On its l];as—
sage in the Senate the democrats voted “ay” 2 and “no” 12, which
was six to one against the system. In the House the democrats voted
“ay” 3 and “no” 42, making fourteen to one against it. Buf who
passed this bill and created the national banks? In the Senate the
republicans voted “no” 9, “ay” 21, constituting a majority of more
than two to one in its favor. In the House the republicans voted
“no” 22 and “ay” 75, making over three to one in its favor. Thus
the republican party foisted upon the country the national-bank sys-
e THE BUFFLEMENTAL BANK BILL.

On April 18, 1864, what is known as the supplemental national-
bank bill was before Congress. It was a repetition of the evils of
the charter act, and was intended to foster and perpetnate the na-
tional-banksystem. The democrats voted in the House, 65 solid “no !”
The republicans voted ‘“ay” 80, and “no,” only 1. In the Senate the
democrats voted, 7 solid “no.” The republicans voted “no” 2 and “ay”
30. Thus the republican party passed this objectionable act. On the
same day, when Mr. Arnold offered in the House a resolution to
provide for taxing State banks, Mr. RANDALL, a democrat, offered to
amend by providing for the =

TAXATION OF NATIONAL BANKS.
Notwithstanding that SAMUEL J. RANDALL, who is now Speaker of
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this House, stands and stood then among the first parliamentarians on
the continent, on this resolution to tax national banks a republican
Speaker, in the interest of the money power, arbitrarily ruled him
“out of order.” Every member familiar with the history of this
body knows how potent is the voice of the Speaker for weal or for
woe. On this occasion it was invoked for the defeat of a righteous
measure and thus the republican party through its republican Speaker
denied even a hearing of the cause.

In Mareh, 1869, when the “ act to strengthen the public credit,”
which onght to have been entitled

AN ACT TO SWIXDLE THE PEOFLE,
came up for consideration, debate was cut off. Althongh it de-
clared the currenl;:& indebtedness of the country to be payable in
coin, and added $500,000,000 to the public debt, it was passed under
the “ previous question”—the * gag law ”—and debate was denied.
It was a igautm fraud. On its e in the House only 1 demo-
crat voteg “ay,” while 34 voted “no.” Only 12 republicans voted “ no,”
and 96 voted ““ay.” In the Senate the republicans voted—“no” 7,
“ay” 42, Thedemocrats voted solid “no.” While this measure was
pending in the Senate, Mr. THURMAN, a democrat, moved to add that—

Nothing herein contained shall apply to what is commonly called 5.20 bonds,

These bonds were payable in greenbacks, and this act was fo make
them payable in coin. It wastoavoid the consummation of that ont-
rage upon the people that Mr. THURMAN offered his amendment.
The democrats voted solid for it. The republicans voted “ ay,” only
E}land “no” 31. Thus without amendment, in all its original ingélgstice,

e republican party passed this odious act. On March 29, 1869, Mr.
Morgan, a democrat, offered a resolution to exempt salt, tea, coffee,
sugar, matches, and tobaceo, and

TO TAX THE BONDS.

This resolution was defeated. The demoecrats voted “ay” solid,
39; the republicans voted solid * no,” 104. Thus the republican party
in the House by unanimous vote again defeated an effort to tax the
bonds.

In 1870 the act was pending which provided for funding the green-
back bonds into coin Bgnds, End which

ROBBED THE PEOPLE OF $500,000,000.

The democrats of the House voted solid “no,” 54. The republicans
voted “no” only 2,and “ay” 139! In the Senate the democrats voted
solid “no.” The republicans carried it, and thus the republican party
is responsible for the wrong which resulted from this iniquitous meas-
ure; and when the Houses divided and a conference committee was
appointed to consider the differences upon this bill, Mr. Brooks arose

in his seat and told the republican Speaker, Mr. BLAINE, that the
“ALL ON ONE sIDE"

conferees were
and that the minority was not represented. Having “set up ” the
committee, the republican Speaker contemptuously replied “it is not
essential that it should be.” In July, 1870, when Sherman’s proposi-
tion was pending

TO INCREASE THE NATIONAL-BANK CIRCULATION
$54,000,000, as usual in all these ive measures the previeus ques-
tion was demanded and debate refused. While the democrats voted
“ay” only4 and “no” 44, the republican party passed this bill. On June
14, when thatsame bill was pending, Mr, RANDALL, a democrat, offered
a substitute which proposed to take up the national-bank notes, and

188UE $300,000,000 IN GREENBACKS

in their stead. On this measure the democrats voted “no” only 6
and “ay” 41. The republicans voted “ay?” only 10 and “no?” 105.
Thus this proposed issue of greenbacks was defeated in the House
by the republican parhtz_.

At the same time Mr. Morgan, a democrat, offered a substitute
which provided for

EEPEALING THE NATIONAL-BANK ACT
and the substitution of $400,000,000 in greenbacks, with full legal-
tender qualities, for the national-bahk notes. The democrats voted
“mno” 11, *ay” 34, or over three to one for the substitute. The
republicans voted “ay” only 3 and “no” 116.. Thus the republican
party in the House defeated also this proposed financial reform.

On the 31st of January, 1870, Mr. LFcNeer, a demoecrat, offered the
following resolution :

Resolved, That the national debt should be paid in strict complianee with the
contract, whether it is made payable in gold or backs; that the 5.20 bonds
are payable in greenbacks or their equivalent, and we condemn the g;]licy of the

.

administration which is squandering millions of momg by buying such bonds at a
high rate of premium when the Government had the clear right to redeem them at
par.

To this honest, fair interpretation of a contract in behalf of a peo-
ple who were already overcast with the shadow of impending finan-
cial panic only 3 democrats could be found to vote in opposition, while
34 voted in its favor. Of the republicans only 1 voted for it and 119
members of the republican party laid it in its grave!

On the 17th day of January, ].yS‘FO, Mr. McNeely made—

ANOTHER EFFOET IN BEHALF OF GREENBACKS.

He offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committes on Banking and Currency be, and they are hereby
instructed to report at an early day a bill providing for withdrawing from circu-

lation the national-bank currency and for issuing, instead of such eurrency, Treas-
ury notes usually known as greenbacks.

On this resolution looking to financial reform the democrats voted
“no” only 2 and “ ay” 53. The republicans voted “ay” 1 and “no”
112. Thusthe republican party in the House slaughtered this further
attempt at honest currency.

In 1872, after the policy of the Treasury had been well defined,
when the Secretary was day after day

ALLOWING THE BONDHOLDEERS TO ROB THE PEOPLE,

by treating the 5.20 bonds as coin bonds and negotiating them in de-
fiance of the contraet of their creation, which made them payable in
currency, the following resolution was presented :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this House the Secretary of the Treasury in nego-
tiating the loan authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, neither increased the
bonded debt nor incurred an expenditare contrary to law. <.

At the time this resolution was offered the policy of the Treasury
Department was daily augmentinﬁ our national debt. It was daily
fastening upon us that system which has since so cursed the coun-
try. This resolution ﬁave emphatic approval to this whole rninous
poliey, and invited and approved in advance the mischievous course
which has since been pursued. It passed the House by a strict pnrq'
vote. The democrats voted solid 86 ““no.” The republicans voted *“ay”
110, and thus the republican party gave formal and official sanction
to a line of ;olicy which has scattered business calamity broadcast
over the land.

In 1873 the

ACT DEMONETIZING SILVER

was passed. The country has been made aware ef the manner in
which this nefarious measure was smuggled and bulldozed through
without even being read. Its contents were not known, the yeas
and nays were not called on its pamaio;, and hence the vote of mem-
bers is not entered on the Journal. The RECORD does ghow, however,
that Mr. Hooper, arepublican, moved to suspend the rules and pass the
bill. Hehad it in charge. He knew its contents. He knew it struck
silver down and destroyed the double standard of our fathers. The
Recorp therefore shows that a republican had charge of the bill, and,
by a motion to suspend the rules, cut off debate and forced it to a
vote. But the RECORD shows more. It shows that this giant swindle
had been submitted to the republican Secretary of the Treasury, the
republican director and controller of finances, and was by him ap-
proved. The RECORD on this point is as follows :

Mr. MerniAM. Has this bill been submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury;
and, if so, does it meet his approval !

. HoOPER, of Massachusetts, It has been submitted to him and he not only
approves it but strongly urges ita passage.

Thus, Mr. Speaker, this monstrosity, this unmitigated villainy which
struck down silver when it was higher in the market than gold, simply
to make ‘ money scarce” and increase the burdens of the eountry,
was manigu]atad and carried through by a republican member of the
House under the full sanction and support of the republican Secre-
tary of the Treasury. Passed as the bill was, under suspension of
the rules, withoat debate, and not even read, there is no evidence on
earth that any living man knew it demonetized silver except the Sec-
retary and member I have named.

We come now to that

PRINCE OF DESTROYERS,

the resumption act of 1875. Like other similar acts it was passed
without debate. Discussion wascutoff. The vote in the Senate stood
republicans—“ay 7 32, “no” only 1! The democrats voted solid “no.”
In the Honsethe republicans voted only 24 “ no,” and “ ay” 136, making
more than five to one in favor of this %reat crime against the pros-
perity and happiness of the country. The democrats voted solid 74
to defeat it. In the Senate even Carl Schurz complained that he had
“ fonnd the bill on his table to-day for the first time, and had not had
time to read it or inform himself intelligently of its contents.” In
answer to this appeal for opportunity to understand this important
measure John Sherman, the present republican Secretary of the Treas-
ury, rose in his place in the Senate and boldly declared that he
would * press the bill to its passage from that hour forward.” Evi-
dences that he kept that promise faithfully and too well are found
in the blasted homes and fortunes and hungry women and children
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

These, Mr. Speaker, are the leadin%:inancial issues npon which the
two great parties have divided. ey mark the line between the
money sharks on the one side and the people on the other. The re-
publican party had the President and both branches of Congress dur-
ing all that time. At the very threshold of the system Mr. Stevens
declared to his republican associates on the floor of the House:

We are introducing new practices all around. We are making one currency for
the people and another for other purposes.

And, sir, that policy was pursued from 1862 to 1875. The repub-
lican party pursned it. With a determined purpose, with unrelent-
ing vigor, with a singleness of object that no human appeal conld
divert and no human misery deter, the republican party went madl
on in this desperate financial career and never did it call a halt untﬂ

CONFRONTED BY A DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY
in the House of Representatives of the Forty-fourth Congress! Itis
a part of the financial history of the country, demounstrated by the
record, that all the wicked legislation which has racked this count
to the very verge of revolution—the whole of it—every act and deed,
was consnmmated when the republican party had control of every
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department of the Government. It is also true that not one single
act of which the peo}[;la complain was ever passed after the democrats
acquired control of the House. It isequally true thatnof onesingle act
of relief was ever enacted until the popular uprising of 1874 gave to
the democrats control of the House of Representatives. And, Mr.
Speaker, it is a matter to be remembered to the everlasting eredit of
t]f:?iemocmtic party that it encountered and vanquished at the first
onslaught that gigantic money power to which the republican party
has been for years as the plaything to a child! The fitst democratic
House in August, 1876, the banner of financial reform by the

passage of a bill
TO REPEAL THE RESUMPTION ACT.

The republican vote on the passage of that bill s “ay” only
9 and “no” 56, or over six to one against the repeal. The democrats
voted “no” 20 and * ay” 97 ; more than three to one in its favor. The
bill passed the House by democratic votes, and thus the first battle
against the Shylocks was left to be turned against the pao]i;le by the
republican Senate which failed to pass the bill. There the matter
stood when the great political contest of 1876 came on. The resnlt
of that election returned a democratic majority to the House of Rep-
resentatives, while the Senate is still republican. Those who have
observed the proceedings since we assembled here will bear witness
to the earnestness of the warfare that has been waged for financial
relief. As early as November 5, 1877, we passed the bill

TO REMONETIZE BILVER.

The republicans, driven at last by a public sentiment which had
twice routed them at the polls, yielded to this measure a fair support.
They voted—‘“no ” 24 and “ay ” 67 ; not quite three to one. The demo-
cratsvoted—‘“no” 10 and ““ay” 97, or nearly ten to one in its favor. But
when this measure to restore the dollar of our fathers was sent by a
democratic House to a republican Senate it was there amended and
emasculated until its value was weli-nigh destroyed and finally vetoed
by a republican President! On the 23d of the same month the

BILL TO REPEAL THE RESUMPTION ACT

?amed the House. On this repeal the republicans voted—*“ay” 28 and

‘no” 92, more than three to one inst it. The democrats voted—
“no” 29 and “ay” 104, more than three to one in its favor. This act
was sent to the republican Senate, and there a Rip Van Winkle sleep
of seven long months has held it fast.

On the 29th day of April the bill was passed

FORBIDDING FURTHER RETIREMENT OF GREENDACKS.

The democrats voted on this measure—‘“no” 7 and “ay” 104; the
republicans voted—* ay ” 73, and “no” 28, Many of them voted with
the avowed reason that it would not interfere with the resumption
act, and it is equally understood in well-informed circles that the
republicans who favored the bill in the Senate did so upon the same

und. Add to what I have enumerated, the bills which have been
avorably reported at this session by a democratic committee, the
glﬂ to authorize the issning of certificates for silver bullion and the
ill to
BUBSTITUTE GEEENBACKS FOR BANK-NOTES,
and yon have a fair, epitomized history of the financial legislation
of the last sixteen years. In giving the statns of the political parties,
I have given the result of my own individual researches; I have
investigated the subject; I have examined the record, and I speak
what I know. ;

Mr, Speaker, in conclusion, I shall add but a word. The people of
this country are terribly in earnest in this financial matter. The
man who imagines that they will be further deluded is a * fool in his
own conceit.” Already the republican party has been called to an-
swer in part for the sins of its fatal career. It has lost the House of
Representatives, The 4th of March, 1379, ushers in a demoecratic Sen-
ate, and the disclosures which are startling the senses of civilized
mankind at the enormity of the presidential fraud make it as sure
as the decrees of fate that the next administration will be in the
hands of the democratic party.

This trinmph will bring relief, and we can have relief in no other
way. Aslong as the republicans hold the Senate, or the Presidency,
the Senate will defeat and the President veto every measure of sub-
stantial reform. The hope of change is inevitably involved in demo-
cratic success. Of this fact the country is aware. Upon this issue
the State of Ohio has polled a democratic majority of 25,000 votes.
She has elected a democratic Senator to succeed the republican Sen-
ator MATTHEWS, and in that election she has chosen the gallant
George H. Pendleton, an early champien of the nback cause.
Oregon, too, has been snatched from the republicans within a week
past. The friends of currency reform united in that State with the
democracy and have chosen a democrat to succeed a republican in the
House. They have also elected a democratic Legislature, insuring
the sncecess of a demoerat over the present republican Senator MrTcH-

}ELL; and thus the good work goes bravely on. Never did the bud-
ding brightness of spring-time open its folds npon a more distressed
and impoverished people; but, thank God, relief is assured if the
power at command be only employed. That power is in unity. It
is in harmony. Itisin mutnal determination tostand togetherbravely
in the furtherance of a common cause. It is in the determination of
every friend of reform to act in cenjunction with those who have
fought this fight amid the clash and smoke of battle for more than
a decade of years.

Mr. 8 er, if after devoting to this struggle every day of my
political career, if after staying in the contest until in all the gloom
and desolation of oft-repeated reverse the day is dawning and the
sun of final trinmph illumes the morn—if, sir, after laboring with
my hands and finding in bard work from sun up till sun down com-
mon cause with men who earn their bread by the sweat of their brows,
my advice or friendily counsel is entitled to the smallest consider-
ation, I would sum 1t up in a few short words: on the one hand, the
money power is making war upon the pm]rerty, the labor, and the
liberty of theland. Ithasmanipulatedlegis ationhpa.mlyzeﬁ employ-
ments, stricken down values, and robbed and plundered the people of
the cmumz until bankruptey is universal, want and starvation are
abroad, and respect for our institutions is lost in the sense of deep and
damnable wrong.

On the other gand, communism is waging war upon society. Itis
assailing that institution which was ordained to protect the weak
against the strong, and which made law and order out of chaos and
confusion. It is the enemy of capital, it is the enemy of labor, it is
the annihilation of both. Itstrikes at the interests which are nearest

the good man's heart. It wounld undermine the monuments of achieve- .

ment in high places and make desolate the home of the lowly and the
humble. It brings the wolf to the poor man’s door, for wealth can
escape it; poverty cannot. It would tear school-houses from the hill-
tops and valleys and drive the poor man’s children, all unlettered,
from their happy play-grounds forever.

Let the true workingman and the true patriot battle against the
money sharks and the Shylocks by his vote at the polls. Itis the
all-powerful weapon of civilization, and I will join him in the fight.
Let him deplore and avoid communism, and I will join him in that.
Let him stand up manfully in the intelligent power which God has
given him and assert with the ballot his determination to correct the
abuses which have runined the country and blasted its prosperity.
In that struggle he will have the sympathy and aid of all good men.
Let him maintain his rights in peace, with a strong hearf and an iron
hand, and I will help him if I can. Butin his battle for the protec-
tion and characterof Americanlabor,Iwould implore him todonaught
to iifmriﬁcﬂ its dignity or to sully its honor, for they are dear to him
as life,

CHINESE IMMIGRATION.

Mr. DAVIS, of California. Mr. Speaker, the question of Chineso
immigration is regarded by the people of California with an intense
interest of which ecitizens on this side bf the continent have but little
conception. Twenty-eight years ago the pioneer Chinaman was wel-
comed with an cager curiosity, but with no foresight of the eventful
consequences of his coming. To-day, he is found in every village, in
every mining camp, utterly an alien in the body-politic, and like some
foreign snbstance in the human body, breeding feverand unrest till that
system is relieved of its unwelcome presence. On the question of
restricting his coming our community is almost a unit; except a few
men who profit by his cheap labor, the sentiment of the people is
nearly unanimous. It includes both political parties, all nationalities,
all classes of the communify.

The anti-Chinese societies include every nationality ; both political
farties have repeatedly expressed the same views on this subject in

egislative enactments as well as in political platforms, and the sober

sentiment of religions men is well expressed in a resolution unani-
mously adopted at the general association of the Congregational
churches, October 9, 1877:

Resolved, That we express it aa our conviction that the Burlingame treaty ought
to be so modified and such other just measures be ad by the General Gevern-
ment as shall restrict Chinese immigration, and shall especially prevent the im-
portation of Chinese prostitntes and so relieve us from impending peril to our re-
publican and Christian institutions.

In the city of San Franeisco, my own home, this opposition is most
keenly felt, as the body of Chinese is larger there than at any other
point in the United States ; and many thousands of unemployed men
say with great bitterness that but for their presence work and bread
would be plenty. For months past life and property have been
threatened by this agitation, and to the wisdom of Congress we ap-
peal to grant us that qniet and relief which our own Legislature has
no power to give us.

Believing, as I do, that the indifference of Congress on this subject
has arisen mainly from a lack of knowledge concerning the Chinese,
I will ask your candid attention while I describe their social condi-
tion in California. I will then show you, first, that the presence of
8o large a foreign body unable or unwilling to assimilate to our ways
renders them a dangerous element to society and a grave {Jeril to the
State; second, that their presence is a menace to free labor; and
lastly, that the experience of other countries in dealing with this
class' of immigrants gives us no reason to hope for any change in
these respects.

CHINESE QUARTER OF BAN FRANCISCO.

The Chinese quarter of San Francisco occupies from seven fo eight
small blocks in the heart of the city, in which are densely packed
about twenty thousand human beings, which form two-thirds of its
Chinese population. To pass into this quarter from the adjoinin
streets is like entering a foreign coun The streets are thronge
with men in foreign costume; the buildings are decorated with
strange and fantastic ornaments ; the signs and advertisements are
in gueer, mysterious characters; the objects exposed for sale are




1878.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

4329

mnew and strange ; the ear hears no familiar sound, but is assailed
with an incom reimnsiblejargon, and the very smells that pour from
the cellars and open doors are utterly foreign and marvelous,

You wonder at the entire absence of females among these peotEla
and you find on inquiry that except a few wretched prostitutes this
-entire mass is composed of adult males. If yon enter a house it is
thronged with men; no women, no children, no family relation; every-
whero crowds of men. In the lodging-houses they are stowed like
steerage passengers in a ship ; each room is packed full from floor to
-ceiling with berths, full of lodgers, but all adult males.

Their social organization rests upon what is called the “Six Com-

anies,” associations, each including all the immigrants from a certain
district in China and each rasidef over by Chinese merchants of San
Francisco. To some one of these companies is consigned every Chi-
naman coming to this country.
CHINESE IMMIGRATION MOSTLY CONTRACT LABOR.

Some of this emigration is purely voluntary, being composed of
‘California Chinamen returning to try their forfunes again in the
“Golden Mountains,” and perhaps bringing with them friends or
relatives; but far the larger part, I am convinced, has been and is
<contract labor.

Says Consul Boker, writing from San Francisco to the British gov-
ernment, in 1875:

The gencral idea is that the six companies control immigration in WaY ;
bu ”gg:nr as I can learn, they do so onlpato a very limited é‘:ama The a;x -
panies do not furnish means to enable Chinamen to comse to this country. The

neuesaago funds are sup]i]ied by parties making a regular business of it, who
»chargaty per cent. for a loan if nnsecured or 2 per cent. per month with tangible

Wealthy Chinese houses in Hong-Kong are emplox.[l':(l in this busi-
ness of collecting and shipping over these men. They send their
agents to the densely erowded districts to pick up needy and desper-
ate persons, to whom any change is a blessing, who are easily allured
by promises of high wages in California.

To insure repayment of the passage-money and all charges, the Chi-
naman’s labor is pledged for a term of yearsin advance or until the debt
is worked out, and as security he mortgages his wife and children, or
perhaps his relatives pledge themselves as security for the payment
of the debt. Arriving in California he is takenin charge by the com-
pany to which he is consi who thenceforth receive the net pro-
ceeds of his labor till the debt is paid. When he wishes to return, no
Chinaman, unless he be one of the very few who have joined the
Christian churches, can obtain a p. to Hong-Kong on any vessel
without a permit from the ““BSix Companies,” who ean thus enforce
fulfillment of all these contracts, for no Chinaman ever abandons the
hope of returning some day to the tombs of his fathers.

ll:ev. Otis Gibson, of the San Francisco Chinese Mission, in his work
entitled Chinese in Califomia,‘})sga 21, gives the following table,

taken from the registers of the * Six Companies,” as representing all
the Chinese in America, April 1, 1876:

Ning T M TN R s w e i oo o e s 4 M S A Y i T B i 75, 000
nu';.gwgn ompag;?.}:........-...........- ST e e R SR e , 000
Kong Chow Company 15, 000
Yung Wo Company 12, 000
Sam Yup Company ... 11, 000
Yan Wo Company.... 4,300

Total ..

e T deassien comes: 1043 300
To these are to be added, I suppose, about six thousand women, of
whom Rev. Mr. Gibson says, page 134:
More than nine-tenths have been sold into a hopeleas bondage worse than death,

“The women are bonght in China snd shipped across the ocean to this Christian
land, to be sold again to minister to the Insts of wicked men for the profit of their
more wicked masters.

I will not quote further from his deseription of this dreadful trade.
In justice to the better class of Chinese merchants I will say here
they have opposed this infamous fraffic in girls, which has been con-
dueted by a secret association known as the “ Hip Yee Tong,” a society
alt;ong enough to defy our laws and keep these poor creatures in
slavery.

Thge are many other associations among the Chinese in Califor-
nia, prominent among which are the clubs or guilds of workmen,
which exercise a controlling influence over their members, holding
them in awe and subjection. I have no time to discuss here the
moral aspects of these matters. The Chinese merchants are men of
integrity and uprightness in their dealings, and the mass of laborers
are industrions and frugal; while on the other hand the alleys of the
Chinese quarter disclose forms and depths of vice and degradation
without a parallel in America.

POLITICAL ELEMENTS OF THE PROBLEM.

The political problem presents the following elements: a mass of
adult males, forming in California already two-fifths of our adult
male population, utterly foreign, devoid of all sympathy with onr
country or its institutions, having no family relations or permanent
home, enrolled under the vigilant watch of their * Six Companies,”
who hold a large part of them in the bondage of a temporary peon-
age. Let us examine some of the consequences.

And, in the first place, this persistent fondness with which the
Chinamen cling to their nationality and separate themselves from
other men, their incapacity to change their ways and adapt them-
selves to their snrroundings—this alone renders them most nundesir-

able immi ts, and it has been and is to-day, always and every-
where, their most marked trait.

They are the most conservative of men. Arriving at their present
form of ecivilization many centuries ago, their development seems to
have been arrested and ages of uniformity have fixed the type. And
this rigidly crystallized national sentiment has nothing in sympathy
with the social and Y‘olit-ical thonght of a free people. Their social
life degrades womanhood, and allows the mortgage and sale of the
m‘]&on& of both men and women, while their political aspiralions are

imited to a paternal despotism, withno conceptions of a popular gov-
ernment.

So they were born, and so they always remain. In California they
are the same as they were twenty-five years ago. Nor is this sur-
prising when we consider that although the aggregate number is
steadily increasing the individual members of it are constant.lE chang-
ing. * They remain only five or ten years, long enough to e a few
hundred dollars, a competence in China, and then return home to
spend the remainder of their days. They bring no wives; they have
no families and no permanent residence, and are emntiall’y nomadic.
No better evidence can be given of the folly of expecting any material
change than the ill-success of the missionary efforts among them. The
testimony of the missionaries themselves records only two hundred
and fifty or three hundred converts as the fruits of twenty-five years
of self-devoting labor among them in all the churches.

Over against this picture I hardly need to draw that of the Eunro-
}:B&n immigrant. He comes to this country to settle for life. He

rings with him his wife and children. He adopts our language,
mingles with our people, and becomes an American. And even if
with the first generation the love of the fatherland strives with his
affection for his new home, the next generation become American
citizens, But with the Chinese the so-ealled immigration is simply
an ebb and flow from the shores of Asia of a tide of men hopelessly
foreign, withont wish or intention to make this their home.

THEIR SECRET SOCIETIES DEFY OUR LAWE.

Another peril resulting from this singular isolation of these people
is the forthation of what is almost a foreign government in the very
heart of the State. Living mainly apnrtgom our geop]e and sepa-
rated from them by their own intense nationality and their ignorance
of our langnage and laws, they look to their own officers rather than
to our authorities for their guidance. The instinct of nationality
leads them to shield one another from a breach of our laws, and our
courts find it exceedingly difficult to punish eriminals among the
Chinese unless with the consent of their own anthorities. On the
other hand it is believed their secret societies inflict the severest pen-
alties for the infraction of their own regulations, and on this point
I will quote from theletter of the Rev. 8. W. Blakeslee to the congres-
sional commission of 1876, page 1242:

They have a perfect government among themselves distinet from our own, with
their laws, their seeret courts of trial, and their police, executive, and other oﬂieen,
the object of which is toper%atuahou‘mirmm pec ties, their clapship interests,
and their religion, with terrible sanctions of law, even the death penalty, to enforce
their regulations.

This difficulty has increased with their numbers, and seems to be
entirely beyond our control. The result of all this is so plain I hardly
need torecapitunlateit. Tohavetwo-fifthsof our adult male population
without sympathy with our people or interest in the welfare of the
Government or its institutions or knowledge of its laws, with their
affections centered on a foreign government and holding allegiance
thereto, all this must breed discord and eivil strife. A people to be
truly happy must be homogeneous.

We cannot expect absolute unanimity of sentiment, but we must
hope for that harmony in variety where all love the country and re-
spect its laws while they have enough in common to form a homo-
geneous and peacefnl veop!e. History is full of examples of the truth
of this proposition. When two peoples on the same soil are nearly
alike they blend into one harmonious whole, like the Saxon and Nor-
man in England; but where the differences are greaf, discord and
strife must ensue proportional to the difference of sentiment and the

rsistence of type. The Spaniard and the Moor, the Turk and the

ulgarian, will suﬁest themselves to every mind as eminent exam-
ples of the strength of this position.

I earnestly pray that California may never be the scene of such
intestine strife. It would be far better that the development of the
eountry should be arrested for years than that such a disastershould
ensne. Material wealth is of trifling value beside zlnll?al)eeea and con-
cord of the people. Rather let us wait till the na spread of our
own people shall fill the fertile valleys of the Pacific States with con-
tented settlers, men owning their homesteads, who have come to live
and die in the land of their adoption.

CHINESE DIMIGRATION IMPERILS FREE LABOR.

But the most serions and really dangerous phase of this question is
its relation to free labor.

In the pioneer days of California, when every idle man could find
employment in the mines and there was plenty of work for all, there
was no competition and conseqj:::ntly no strife. But as the numbers
of the Chinese increased they have E;ndually crept into many other
employments, in some of which they have sup lanted American work-
men, till to-day they occupy exclusively many fields of labor, especially
the lighter kinds of manual labor where women and youths onght to
find place.
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It is idle to say that these fields are open to all, and free competi-
tion should be the arbiter. Competition is impossible. The China-
man has reduced the necessities of life te an absolute minimum.
Without families to support, crowded together in dense masses, re-
ducing the needs of life to a bare animal existence, they can force to
the wall any other nationality and yet be rich as compared with
their own condition in China. What competition is possible to the
American laborer, with his wife to support and children to educate,
ambitions to better his condition and afford his family reasonable
comfort and enjoyment? Do you wonder that there is agitation and
that the workingman chafes when he sees himself crowded eut of
employment ?

LABOR MADE DISREPUTABLE.

Nay, labor itself is degraded and made disreputable. That which
must be the very corner-stone of a free republic is discredited and
brought to shame. When every man holds a ballot onr only liope of
safety lies in the contentment and self-respect of the working classes,
I appeal to those gentlemen on both sides of the House who have so
eloquently set forth the rights of labor to stand by us in this issue
and redeem us from a system which degrades labor and drives the
workingman to the wall.

It is 1dle to talk of following the law of nature and letting things
regulate themselves. Does the farmer let the laws of nature rule his
farm ¥ If the cockle and the chess come up in your grain-fields, do you
leave them to fight it out with the grain? In yourstables and barn
will your blooded stock maintain itself without care and protection
And are not the lives and happiness of your own countrymen as well
worth your oversight ?

All our laws for the protection of ehildren, for the education of the
people, in aid of the sick and the destitute, recognize the need of a fos-
tering, paternal care of the Government for those who are unable to
protect themselves.

Nay, your very revenue laws recognize the principle of protection.
You diseriminate in your tariff against foreign manufacturers and
foreign artisans, and make the prosperity of our own workingmen
the excuse for such legislation. Will yon not give them the same
protection against Chinese immigration as against foreign manufact-
urels'i‘ Because the danger is at our very doors is it not all the more
rea

A MONGOLIAN STATE.

If you (Ien{uus this protection, what shall we do? what can we do?
This flood, which has been checked for the past two years by the
fierce opposition of our laboring men, will resume its flow. Solong as
it pays, nothing but restrictive legislation will stop it. On the
other hand, the movement of free labor to California will come to an
end. Already it has fallen off greatly, and in place of a community
of happy prosperous American citizens we shall have an aristocracy
of large landed estates worked by a servile race, and perhaps in the
end an Asiatic State.

Is this an imaginary danger? The Chinese Empire contains three
hundred and fifty millions of population. Science hasbridged the Pa-
cific Ocean with a short and cheap transit. China is overstocked with
men, and gaunt famine and want are driving them across. The Lon-
don Times of Fobroary 19 says:

It is stated on authority which cannot be questioned that Mtﬁ millions of
human are now starving in the famine-stricken provinces of North China.

* * * We cannot doubt that if the Chinese have found their way to America
from the comparatively prosperous eastern inces in thousands that they will
poar forth in myriads from the famine-stricken distriets of the north as soon as
the way is opened to them. * * * The Chinese difficulty may speedily become
a greater menace to the United States than ever the negro difficulty was at its
worst, for negro immigration was never voluntary and ceased with the abolition
of slavery, while if the Chineso tide once begins to flow in force it is difficult to
see when and where it will stop.

THEY WILL FLOOD THE EASTERN BTATES,

Who now will say the danger is imaginary ! Already in Califor-
nia two-fifths of the adult male population is Chinese. Nevada and
Idaho are filling up with them to the exclusion of settlers and their
families. The advance guard has even crossed the Rocky Mountains
and pushed out into several of the eastern cities, and before many
years have passed the workingmen of the Atlantic States will be-
gin to feel the sorrows of Chinese cheap labor. Wise men have long

oretold this movement, and I find these remarkable words of warning
by Sir John Bowring, himself for many years British ﬁovemor of
Hong-Kong, in his work on the Philippine Islands, published in 1859 :

The adventurous spirit in China is becoming more and more active. The tens
of thousands who have emigrated to California and Aust: and the thousands
who have returned with savings which they have deemed a sufliciency, have given
an impulse to the emigrating passion. * * * The marvelous exodus of Chinese
from their country is ene the most remarkable ethnological circumstances of
:ﬂoﬁm history, and is producing and will produce ex dinary and lasting re-

The experience of the last nineteen years since the publication of
this warning has confirmed his singunlar foresight, and will compel
ever{ thoughtful man to consider the comsequences of this move-
m

i CHINAMEN XEVER CHANGE.

I have tried to draw the picture of the evils of Chinese immigra-
tion and the perils we may expect from it. I often hear it said this
danger is overdrawn, that the Chinaman will settle down by and by,
become Americanized, and behave much like the rest of us.

Now, this Chinese immigration has been going on for some hun-

dreds of years to the Indian Archipe! , 8o that they are freely scat-
tered throughout the East Indies, and of late years have emigrated
to more distant countries. It is very difficult to obtain accurate sta-
tistics of this emigration, but the following is an approximate esti-
mate of the number of Chinese in foreign countries :

United Statesc siaciii i mis il do aansiiat e L ALL 156, 000
Australia and New Zealand. . ccvoccceecoocveaacaan e, 100,000
Singapore and Straits Settlements. ... .cc.ooceeveeen. ... 105,000
Sombtraand Banea s e s ic iU oo e e n Ol S50, 00D
AT sorsdairsrons camame bostses S S Ml Sl I o seii I i 88000
BOTNB0 oS el a sl s te et u L U TS s w000
Philippine Telands ol ot it e atat i i e 50, 000
PO s o i e L e e e e e U R 005000
Bl e S T e A i e e e e b 15 D00 DD
Cochin China, Japan, Hawaiian Islands, Cuba, West In-

dies, British India, estimated at.....ee.oeoee oo ... 300, 000

POIAL o ceinisvamen:isn kb admyinsis smonaidnsnne asusiaden: b 007000

In forecasting the future of California it wounld be of t use to
know the condition of these people, and you will find that in all
those countries where they are found in considerable numbers the
emigration presents the same difficulties as in California.

IR JOHN BOWRING'S TESTIMONY.

And here again I will avail myself of the standard authority of
Bowring, in whose Kingdom and People of Siam I find the follow-
ing striking sketch:

The extraordi diffosion of the Chinese emigrants over all
the most wmtemn:?tha islands of the Indian Amhil.::hgo in mt:%mngem
ments, in Siam and Cochin China, and now extending over a considerable tion
of Western America, particularly in California, and reaching even Australia and
Polynesia, is one of the moat remarkable of the events of modern history and is
likely to exercise a great influence on the future condition of man, for the Chinese
do not emigrate to mingle with and bo absorbed among other tribes and peoples.
They preserve their own lan their own nationality, their own costume and
religions usages, their own lraditions, habits, and mhlyolI,nnh.atim.

Though they intermarry with races among whom they dwell, the Chinese t;
becomes predominant, and the children are almost invariably educated on
mer;atﬁ%ilzn:l;g m%m of t&iommuthar seceming a]mmlth Enmhilnt.et}l And

l-&lgﬁ f‘nm great Ten: And so
umef high rank as a wmngnwd their &r:amty the ties lhat.%oi'nd themm{:
their country seem never to be broken, and ,o!' population flow Chinaward
with every southwestern monsoon, to be replaced by a stronger stream when the
mansoon of the Northeast sends the junks on their wonted way to the South.

Twenty-seven years that have elapsed since this was written have
not changed the features of the picture further than to substitute
the steamahig for the lazy junk.

‘When the Chinaman comes in contact with a race his superior in
civilization, as in Australia and the United States, the intermarriage
of races ceases, and the isolation becomes more complete. But
wherever these singular people are found they are always organized
into companies or *‘hoeys,” whose officers hold the main body in
strict control, and who always form an interior government within
the state which it is impossible for the authorities to suppress, and
which in some cases the state has even recognized by law as the
easiest way to manage the Chinese. It is also true that in mosé
of these countries it has been found necessary to place them under
ﬁ;o;ater restrictions, while almost everywhere they are subjected to

vier taxes than in America, and all this is just as true in countries
like Java, where they have lived for hundreds of years as in Cali-
fornia, where a quarter of a cent measures their residence. I
will now go briefly over this field of inquiry.
SINGAPORE.

In the British colony of Singapore are one hundred and five thou-
sand Chinese, all males, forming a la majority of the population.
The turbulence of the lower classes has ca.use«]Y serious alarm, and
the management of them has puzzled their colonial legislature. Mr.
Dunlop, the head of the police department, says:

The majority of Chinese in this colony are members of some secret society. A
member of a “hoey " stands in much greater dread of the society than of the Gov-
ernment. He would carry out the orders of the first and disregard the latter
whenever he conld do so.

The government tried to repress the disorder by legalizing the bet-
ter class of societies and employing Chinese police, for these ruffians
blackmailed even the wealthy Chinese merchants. ‘ Bat,” says Mr.
Dunlop, “I found the detective Chinese were perfectly useless,” and
the government finally confessed their helplessness in the following
langunage, used by the colonial secretary :

I do not believe that it wonld be possible to suppress these societies at present
by any law which could be passed in a free country.

A suggestive sentence to men who favor Chinese immigration.

COCHIN CHINA.

At the French colony of Saigon the regulations are very strict. No
Chinaman is allowed to land unless intending to remain. If he.
lands—

He is taken directly by the police from the ship to the registrar's office, in pres-
ence of the chief of ™ o L ons,” or his representative. A ticket is handed
to him, available for one year; this ticket mentions his name, age, “ r on,'”
profession, date of delivery, and must always accompany him, and be uced at
the request of any poli whom he may meet on his way daily. The cost of
the first year is §3 and for the ensuing years §5, for the ticket is to be renewed
every year. There is an exception for the merchants, whose licenses supply the
tickét.and who besides pay a duty of capitation of 300 francs for the first class.
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The “ congregations? here spoken of are the equivalents of our
“ Bix Companies,” groups of Chinese ing one idiom, and associ-
ated together into a club. The French government recognizes these
societies, forces every Chinaman to join one, and then holds the soci-
ety responsible for his conduct. I will only add that all the Chinese
at Saigon are males, and they always intend to return to China to
die, even in many cases abandoning families they have raised with
native wives. For this the government forbids their owning any
real estate.

EIAM AND PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

In the kingdom of Siam the immigrants are all males, and though
many marry Siamese women “ and become permanent settlers, there
is perhaps no example,” says Bowring, ‘‘ of an utter abandonment of
the intention to return to the Flowery Fatherland.” They pay a poll-
tax of §3 on entering the country, which is re-collected triennially,
“ and are compelled to wear a cord round the wrist with a seal, jus-
tifying the payment. The richer merchants pay a treble amount and
are mﬁovad from the badge.”

The regulations of the Spanish colony of the Philippine Islands
are very similar to those at Saigon. The Chinese are separated by
their dialects into groups which choose their own officers. These
officers are recognized by the Spanish government and endowed with
limited civil s.ngn criminal jurisdiction. They also collect the taxes
and are held responsible for the conduct of the members. Every Chi-
naman must be registered on arrival and must join one of the groups.
All the emigrants are males and most of them return home to die.
They are very heavily burdened with special taxes.

AUSTRALIA.

The Australian colonies long ago found the presence of the Chinese
onerous, and tried to relieve themselves of the burden by special
taxation. In 1855 the Parliament of Vietoria imposed a capitation
tax of £10 on every Chinaman entering the colony. In. 1865, the
number having much diminished, the act was repealed. In 1861 the
colony of New South Wales imposed a similar tax, which was re-

led in 1867 under similar circumstances. In 1876 the colony of
neensland alaw of the same character, which was disallowed
by the Queen, but in 1877 the colonial Parliament passed another act,
requiring every Chinese immigrant to make a deposit of £10,to be
repaid to him if within three years he should leave the colony, and
should prove to the colonial treasurer that he had never been a charge
upon the revenues of the colony. Thislaw was allowed by the home
government, and is now in force.

The social condition of the Chinese in Australia is in every respect
the counterpart of California—no women, no families, all birds of
passage.

JAVA.

‘With the Chinese in Java I will close this review. In Java thgg
have lived for hundreds of years, longer than our people have liv
in America, still they are no more domesticated than in California or
Australia, their latest places of resorf. They bring no women, and
always contemplate a return to China when they have made a com-

tence. They are grouped as elsewhere in societies, and the Dutch

ave been compelled to recognize these societies and make use of
them as is done in Manila to assist in the government of these people.

The officers are given a limited jurisdiction over the members, and
are held responsible for their conduct and for the collection of the
taxes. These taxes are very heavy, many of them levied exclusively
on the Chinese. I cannot better close this sketch than with the lan-
guage of the council of Batavia, as quoted by Sir Stamford Raffles:

The Chinese being the most industrious settlers should be the most useful, but,
on the contrary, have b 8 very d us le, and are to be considered as
a pest to the wunt?‘;, for which evil there appears to be no radical cure but their
expulsion from the interior.

Sir Stamford himself says:

From their peculiar language and manners they form a kind of separate society
in awﬁ place where they settle. Their ascendency requires to be carefully
guarded against and restrained.

WHAT IS OUR REMEDY?

What, then, is our remedy? The State of California has endeav-
ored to arrest the flood, but without avail. Her statutes passed to
this end have been pronounced unconstitutional and set aside. Even
the United Btates laws against importation of contract labor have
proved to be powerless, and we come again to Congress implorin
relief. A modification of the Burlingame treaty is suggested, whicg
is certainly desirable, but with the slow workings of diplomatists
and the interminable delays incident to this battle of words, years
may elapse before even this can be secured; and when the treaty is
modified what have we gained? There were fifty thousand China-
men in California before the treaty was ratified, and practically they
en{gied the same rights then as now.

at we want is instant relief, instant assurance that the tide
:!Ju.ll be stopped now. What we want is positive restrictive legisla-
ion.

POWERS OF CONGRESS.

It has been urged that this bill would modify an existing treaty
and is consequently beyond the power of Congress, but our constitu-
tional power to deal with the matter is very clear., This power has
been actnally exercised by Congress and has been passed upon by the
courts, On July 7, 1798, under the stress of severe provocation by

the French, Congress passed “An act to declare the treaties hereto-
fore concluded with France no longer obligatory on the United States,”
(1 Statutes at Large, 578;) and the power to pass laws in contraven-
tion of existing treaties has been repeatedly affirmed by the courts.
I will content myself with briefly alluding to the decisions. In the
case of Taylor et al. vs. Morton, (2 Curtis’s Circuit Court Reports,) in
1855, Judge Curtis said :

To refuse to execute a treaty for reasons which approve themselves to the con-
scientions judgment of the nation is a matter of the ntmoat gravity and delicacy ;
but the power to do so is a prerogative of which no nation can be deprived withont
de«_yFly affecting its lndfﬁendepce. I

hat the people of the United States have deprived their Government of the
power, I do not believe.

That it must reside somewhere, and be
and I feel no doubt that it belongs to Co:

This decision was reaffirmed by Judge Woodrnff in April, 1871, (8
Blatchford, 304.)

The same doctrine is held in 1 Woolworth’s Circuit Conrt Reports,
155, by Judge Miller, in 1867, and finally by the United States Su-
preme Court in 1870, in the Cherokee tobacco case, 11 Wallace, 616,
in which Mr. Justice Swayne said :

The effect of treaties and acts of Congress when in conflict is not settled by the
Constitution. But the question is not involved in any dounbt as to its proper solu-
tion. A treaty may supersede a prior act of Congress and an act of Congress may
supersede a prior treaty.

The power of Congress under the Constitution to deal with this
matter being clearly established, it only remains to discuss the ques-
tion whether the bill proposed would be a breach of national faith
toward the Chinese government.

X0 BREACH OF FAITH TOWARD THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT,

And I maintain that this measure would not be such a breach of
faith with the Chinese government as would justify complaint on
their part, provided due notice is given them of our intentions in the
matter. We simply give them notice that we intend at a future time
to modify an agreement of ten years’ standing which has worked to
our harm. The Bnrlin%ama treaty, concluded in a gush of generous
sentiment, is a sin y one-sided bargain. We gain little or noth-
ing by it, while we guarantee to the Chinaman privileges which they
never pretend to grant to ns. We ogen all our ports to them, while
they limit us to a few of theirs; we throw open our whole country to
their oceupution, while in China no American has any right to reside
outside a treaty port. Nay,in many parts of China an American can-
not even travel without danger of lo gg his life ; and to crown all,
we grant these privileges to one hund and fifty thousand China-
men while the Americans in China consist of only a few hundred.
The bare statement of the terms of the bargain is enough to prove
its absurdity and to justify us in declaring our intention fo modify it.

KO REAL IMMIGRATION.

Nor do I think the bill is any violation of the spirit in which we
accepted the treaty. Under itthere is no realimmigration,such as our
country seeks to encourage. I have shown already that the Chinese
do not come to settle, do not bring wives or families, nor do they ever
mean to make this their home ; that the larger part of the immigration
comes under labor contracts and is hostile to our system of free labor.
In short, there is no real immigration under the treaty. On the other
hand, so far as the demands of commerce and travel are concernrd,
the bill allows enough to satisfy their requirements.

CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA HAVE ABKED FOR KESTRICTIVE LAWS.

And lastly, the Chinese themselves will make no objection to the
bill. The “8ix Companies” of California have repeatedly declared
their desire to have us restrict the further immigration of their coun-
trymen. In their “ Manifesto to the American public,” April 1, 1876,
they say, (Gibson, page 301:)

r six companies have, year after year, sent letters di ing our le
froouli coming top:his ooum?’-y?but- the pgopla have not behmd hav?ougn-
tinued to come. The necessary expense of these new-comers is a constant

drain upon those already settled here, so that the Chinese residents of this country

are also opposed to this rapid Chinese immigration.

They use similar language in their address to President Grant the
same year, and on the 16th of January, 1878, they forwarded a dis-
pateh to Hon. William M. Evarts, Secretary of State, through their
agent, in which he says:

Sin: After a full and final conference with the representative Chinamen of Cali-
fornia in reference to restricting the further immigration of their people, I am re-

uested to convey to {ou the follnwtnfhsuggestiam, which, if carried out by this
L ernment, will most assuredly meet their views and quite effectually stop further
migration.

First. That Congress enact a law entailing a capitation tax of $100 upon each
subiject of China landing in the United States.

Becond. That the money so collected may be used to return their indigent coun-
trymen to China, with such other restricfions as may seem best to the minds of
the humane und distinterested representatives of this great Government.

CHINESE GOVERNMENT WOULD APPROVE.

And we have every reason to believe such a measure as we propose
would be regarded with satisfaction by the Chinese government.
The moral sentiment of that people has always opposed emigration,
and nothing but the extreme pressure of want has ever driven them
to leave their country, while the government has steadily discouraged
it, manifesting a singular indifference to the fate of its citizens who
have abandoned the Flowery Kingdom.

In 1740 the Dutch of Batavia, in a frenzy of fear caused by arevolt
of the Chinese on the island, massacred all the Chinese in the city,

applicable to all cases, I am convinced,
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I quote from Stockdale’s Java:

Much a ension existed that this would excite the indignation of the Em-
peror of China, and a letter was written and deputies sent the following year to
apologize. The emperor calmly answered that ' he was little solicitous the
fate of nnworthy subjects, who, in the pursuit of lucre, had quitted their country
and abandoned the tombs of their ancestors.”

This is an extreme case, but it illustrates their national sentiment
toward emigration.

CHISESE GOVERXMENT DID XOT OPPOSE ENGLISH AND FRENCH EESTRICTIVE LAWS.

I1f there were any doubt on that point it wonld be laid at rest by
the uiter indifference with which the Chinese have regarded the re-
strictive legislation of the En§1iah and French colonies, which I have
quoted above. In October, 1860, the Chinese government entered
into conventions with both these powers, froviding among other
things for free emigration to the English and French possessions. The
fifth article of the English convention is as follows:

Im'M sglon as thte :;a!:iﬂgionn ozf tléamtga&yﬁtbw%a shall have bet[inth s

T CCTes, Comman author-
me‘f’.flf e{"?ryupgovsgw tg?mclnim throughoﬁt their juri.sd.ictionaethat Chinese
choosing to take service in the British colonies, or other ts beyond sea, are at
perfect fihert}' to enter into en, ents with British lm%:m for that pur];ose,
and to ship themselves and their families on board any British vessel at any of the
O rts of China; also that the high authorities aforesaid shall, in concert with
11’:? lgf'itannic Majesty's representative in China, frame such regulations for the
protection of Chinese emigrating as above, as the circumstances of the different
open ports may demand.

This article, as declared by Lord Carnarvon, secretary of state for
the Colonies, contemplated “that all Chinese subjects should have
full freedom of entering the British dominions without special re-
strietions or impediments,” and in the teeth of all this the Victoria
statute heretofore quoted remained in foree till 1865. The statute of
New South Wales was passed in 1861, after the convention, and re-
mained in force six years, and the Queensland statute of 1877 has
received the royal sanction; each and all of which laws imposed
special taxes on Chinese immigrants.

The ninth article of the French convention is as follows:

It is agreed between the high contracting parties that as soon as the ratifications
of the treaty of Tien-tsin shall have been exchanged an imperial edict will be
issned to the superior authorities of all the provinces of the emtfim to permit every
Chinese who shall wish to go into countries sitnated beyond the seas for the pur-
pose of settling or seek! fortune there, to ship himself and his family, if he
wishes, on board of the ch vessels which may be found in the ports of the

em t:gen to foreign commerce.

t is also agreed thatin the interests of these emigrants, for the pu of
securing their entire freedom of action and preserving their interests, the com-
Eztent hinese authorities shall join with the French minister in China in mak-

%- ulations which shall secure for these engagements, which must always be
VO ur.:gln'. such assurance of good faith and security as ought to govern them.

And in defiance of the liberal provisions of this articlo the French
colony of Saigon imposes special taxes and restrictions on every
Chinaman in its limits, But the government of China, regarding these
restrictive laws with entire iny ifference, has never made the least
remonstrance, and I am sure will care no more for the measure here
proposed, but will view it with the same unconcern.

CONCLUSION.

In the beginning of these remarks I tried to give yon some picture
-of the Chinese population of the Pacific States, an army of nomads
having neither allegiance to our Government nor sympathy with
our people. 1 showed yon how dangerous to a republic must be this
hostille element in its midst, like a foreign army encamped among its

e.
Paf‘:vmetl you of the rise of a power like the secret societies of the
Middle Ages, working within eur own Government and defying its
laws. I pointed out the discredit, peril, and distress this element of
population has brought to free labor.

And last.Er. I appealed to the experience of other nations who have

rmitted Chinese immigration and showed you that wherever it has

en allowed the same unvarying features mark their presence, and
that after centuries of contact with other people in the islands of
the East Indies their race peculiarities are just as distinct as they
are to-day in California ; so that our only hope lies in a law restrict-
i.n%vtheir coming.
e earnestly entreat yon not to disappoint ns in this hope. Our
State is torn asunder with discontent and agitation over this all-ab-
- sorbing question. Assure the anxious heartsof our people that your
sympathies are with us, and let us have peace. You republicans and
you democrats make good the promises of your party leaders, over
and over again pledging us your aid in Congress. Men of all parties
who hate the memory of slavery relieve our young State from the
blight of eontract labor.

Champions of industry, as you would maintain the dignity, the self-
respect, and the independence of labor, help the workingman buffet-
ing against this flood which threatens to sweep him under. Soldiers,
fresh from the horrors of civil war, avert from us the specter, how-
ever distant, of intestine strife, of a State divided against itaeff, and
of a war of races. i

The safety of the Republic lies in a contented people, loving their
country and respecting its laws. No material prosperity can atone
for the want of that allegiance. As we cherish the traditions of one
flag, one Constitntion, and one common country, 8o we can only work
out one common destiny as a united and harmonious people.

DANGERS AND DEFECTS OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM.
Mr, BROWNE addressed the House on the dangers and defects of

‘ment, which I think of great importance to the people of

the present electoral system.
Appendix.]
REPEAL OF TAX ON BANK CAPITAL AND DEPOSITS.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, the bill now pending in this House
known as the bill (HL R. No.4414) to amend the lawsrelating to internal
revenue, is one of the utmost importance to the people. The House
has voted fo reduce the tax on tobacco from twenty-four cents to
sixteen cents per pound,and other provisions that are thought ben-
eficial have been added to the bill by way of amendment. I desire
to call the attention of the House to section 18 of the bill. It pro-
vides as follows: ;

[His remarks will be found in the

BANES AND BANKERS.

SEc. 18. Whenever and after bank has ceased to do business by reason of
insolvency or bankruptey, no tax shall be assessed h:ﬁnhmt or collected from said
bank, un ?r t.htfl lafa;irla of the UtazifteﬂnSmteg, which s gimi:hish the amtl.; t.hm
neceeear{or L] paymen all its depositors; and such tax shall be a
from such national banks as shall be found by the Comptroller of the Currency to
beinsolt\;aggz; and ﬂ:g u%o:;‘rlntlseionm; of I::uaahmnlf Relvteanue, rgenstha fac(tia ahaﬁ 80
appear m, is an o remit so much of sail tax a st State and savings-
banks as shall be to affect the claims of said llopoa!gwm

I desire as soon as we reach that section to offer the following amend-
classes :
capital and de of banks and bankers
and the same are hereby, repealed ; and that all that have heretofore or shal
hereafter cease to do business by reason of insolvency or bankruptey, no tax shall
be a nst or collected from said bank under the laws of the United States
which shall the assets thereof n for the foll payment of all its
depositors, and such tax shall beabated from such national banka as shall be found
by the Comptroller of the Cm'mnc{ to be insolvent, and the Commissioner of In-
ternal Revenue, when the facts shall so appear to him, is anthorized to remit so
much of said tax against State and savings- as shall be found to affect the
claims of depositors: Provided, That this section, so far as it affects the tax on de-
ts, shall not take effect until the Ist day of July next, and all taxes on depos

ts maturing on the said 1st day of July shall be collected and paid, except as herein

provided by this section.

The purpose of this amendment is to repeal the present tax on bank
capital and bank deposits. The present law provides for the le
and collection of a tax of one-twenty-fourth of 1 per cent. each mont
upon the average amount of the deposits of money subject to pay-
ment by check or draft or represented by certificates of deposit or
otherwise, whether payable on demand or at some future day, with
any bank association, company, or ecorporation enga‘f:ad in the busi-
ness of banking, and for the same amount each month upon the cap-
ital stock of any bank association, company, corporation, and on the
capitalemployed by any personin business beyond the average amount
invested in United States bonds.

Itisnot my purpose to have this provision take effect until the 1st
day of July,for thereason that thistax matures on thatday, and it being
but a short time until such maturity, it seems to me but proper that
the repeal of this provision of this statute shonld not take effect nnti'
that time, and as the bankers do not in fact pay this tax, but collect by
way of advanced interest from borrowers, and as the bankers will
necessarily get of this increased interest up to that time, I think it
but just that the banks should pay the tax maturing at that time.
This is a tax on the capital stock and liabilities of the banks. The
capital stock issubject to State taxation, and the tax on deposits is in
fact a tax on the commercial and agricultural interests of the country.
The theory of our system of government is that taxes shall be equal
and that no class of property shall be doubly taxed. The banks paid
in taxesin ten years from 1866 to 1875 to the United States $36,132,404
and to the States and municipalities §34,805,746, making a total of
taxes paid in ten years of §170,933,050.

The average capital npon which this amount of tax was paid was
$450,939,485. It will thus be seen that 338 per cent. of this large sum was
paid in taxes or thirty-eight tenths per year. It isthe experience of
the commerecial and agricultural classes that legitimate bankers lose
no clear money, hence this vast sum of money is simply a tax on the
business men and produocers of the country. I am opposed to any
inflation of the carrency, but I favor an expansion of the currency.
I think that the banks, like other property, should be taxed by the
States and municipalities, and that these taxes ought not to be im-
posed by the General Government. These taxes could be borne b
the business men and producers when business was prosperons an
every transaction returned a certain profit; but in these times of
financial embarrassment and the shrinkage of values and prices, it
prevents the transaction of business and stagnates the entire business
of the country.

In 1866 the public debt was at its highest point. At that time the
Government owed.$2,773,236,000. The expenses of the Government
and the payment of the interest on this vast sum of money required
taxation on almost every resource of the Government. Since then
we havereduced the national debt about $550,000,000, and we are con-
tinuing topay at a rate beyond our agreement to pag and that too when
the country is suffering from the panic of 1573 and continued failures
of crops, and when every business carried on is carried on without
profit, and property of every character except money and mortages is
shrinking in value. If the banks paid this money and its payment
in no way reached the commercial and agricultural people, I would
not object to it so seriously.

But our commercial, manufacturing, and agricultural interests must
receive the fostering care of the Government ,and capital must be

That all laws imposing a tax u




1878.

 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

4333

kept free, and it must be attainable for all these . Men can-
not carry on the vast business necessary to be ied on in this conn-
try unless they can obtain money at a low rate of interest, and if 3
per cent. is to be added to the annual interest to be paid, men cannot
afford to go into business; hence the entire country is idle for the
want of capital at a rate of interest that will justify men in going
into business. In order to furnish the labor of this country employ-
ment it is necessary that manufacturers shall be able to procure cap-
ital at a reasonable rate of interest. I can see no g reason for
this extraordinary tax on the capital of the country. Mr. Cox said
to the Committee of Ways and Means that—

aﬁgregxte deposits in the United States amount to §2,022,000,000. The
mgnt:; the Unimutes—saper gold, and every other s::tﬁilad money—is
about £800,000,000, o that the deposits would re; t nearly three times more
than all the money in the country. This shows clearly that these deposits are not
money, which latgemhjwtmttet of discussion, but that th reﬁﬂmumt industry.
They represent factories, looms, cotton, corn, even whisky and tobacco.

Or, in other words:

The tax on deposits is a taxon e, onits chang andintamhmg:e.
gentleman who knows mi'ﬂnn about commerce knows that if he sen:
to Boston he draws u t nmf deposits the draft in bank, that the owner in Bos-
ton when he fnrwanr%tu somewhere does the same thing, and that it is the mass
of I-.hesei] iint.e.q-c:.]m:geu that go to make up bank deposits on which the banks have
to pay this tax.

The money value of this question is about $8,000,000. Is it better
policy for the Government of the United States to d’ispense with that
eight millions, which Dbears so oppressively upon every industry of
the nation, or to continue it merely to redeem a bonded debt that is
not due. What are you going to do with the money thus acquired ?
You have a surplus and have had for several years. These eight mill-
ions so extracted from the industries of the people are going to pay
a debt in advance of its maturity. Every person in the United States
wonld gladly borrow his portion of it and not allow it to be thus
paid. It is against public policy to hurry this pafment. now when we
are straining for our very life. It will all be fully and easily met as
soon as we get back to a sound syecia currency, the currency of com-
merce and the world. We shall then rise again like a giant from
slumber; but now we are passing through a strait which must be

assed.

If there is anybody that believes that this vast sum of money isin
fact paid by the banks let him at once be undeceived. It finally comes
from and is wrung from the producers of the country. The de-
poeits in the banks are largely used for moving the crops of the West
and this tax finally falls largely onthe agricultural classes, and for
this reason it is to the interest of my people that this tax should be
repealed. It is these taxes that tend to keep interest so high in the
Sonth and West. The rate of interest in the South and West is so
high that no man can afford to borrow any money, nor is he willin
to use his own money to go into any manufacturing or agricultural
enterprise. We must expect that interest must and will meet and
pay this tax and that when bankers cannot do this they call for their
circulation and thus contract the currency.

Almost every board of trade and chamber of commerce in the coun-
try has recommended the repeal of these taxes for the reason that I
have given. This amendment is made not in the interest of banks or
bankers, but in the interest of commerce, manufactures, and agri-
culture. We must expand instead of contract the currency of the
country. The rate of interest must be rednced fo a point that busi-
ness, commercial men, and farmers can borrow for the purpose of
carrying on and enlarging their business. The repeal of this tax will
not only reduce the rate of interest on call loans, but will reduce the
interest on the mortgage loans of the West. What we want is money
enough to do the business of the country at a rate of interest that
will justify business men to go into business.

The banking business of the entire country to-day is done upon
the theory that their annunal tax will be 4 per cent. It is done upon
the theory that there is a Government fax upon every check, every
draft, and every certificate of deposit in the country, and every accom-
modation and every loan made is made in view of this fact; and men
who do the business of the conntry by usage and by necessity do
their business through the banks, and the banks control the money
and are thus enabled to coerce from the business men and producers
of the country this enormous sum of money. The bankers themselves
state the question in this way:

The deposit tax is a tax on the liabilities of the banks. It is atax on debts.
Every one knows what a bank deposit is. As 8 the depositor, it is a sum of
idle cash which he places in bank. As regards the bank, it is cash which must be
returned on demand, or according to jcontract, into the hands of the depositor or
his representatives. As regards commerce and trade, the bank deposits are the
fund out of which are paid the advances which are necessary for the payment of
wages, and for every mov t dities toward a market. 8 regards
taxation, bank deposits may be defined to be money on its way to mercantile bor-
rowers. If it is just right to tax these deposits thus placed in bank, in
transitu to the farmers and merchants who want to borrow them, it would be
oqnall§ just and r;ilghtto tax the goods in warchouse which these deposits repre-
sent. Itis ectly clear that the warehouse receipts of wheat, cotton, or tobacco
might as be with a specific warehouse tax as the bills of exchan
which move the d ti

its rep these dities as they pass on tow S
market. Butthisisnotall. If bank deposits were subjected to a single tax the

Every
uca

burden wonld be unreasonable mon&!:.khowever equallﬁ and impartially the tax
t buted on all deposits alike. But it is well known that this tax can-
not be levied without i lity and fr t double taxati The

freq more

active are the bank deposits in :idin;!oummaﬁ:e and trade the heavier is the tax
upon them. Hence Con should repeal the tax on deposits, because
jons which it brings into the Treasury isa very small sum in parison wit

the evils it inflicts upon the country. 3 1
have been told, costs the le §20. However this may be, it is easy to
mischievous to industry must be any tax which eripples bank facilities. Without
a bank deposit wages cannot be paid to our ics; tok tton, or pro-
vigions cannot be moved to and from the market; our commerce cannot stira s E{
and every successive transaction gives rise to and is cartied on by means of ban.
facilities and bank deposit o potent magic of a bank deposit the rich har-
vests and the manafactures which swell the tide of our annnal wealth start from
the slwe where they are dprt:clm:ml toward the consumers for whom they are des-
tined. Without a bank deposit no employment can be given to the army of
producers who are creating and anugmenting our e and commerce in every State
ofﬂii:te TUnion. 'Ii'heﬂcomn&odifotie;. ?n the prcﬁucm and sale of wh.il;lim u'u; fortz
millions of e depen r their y subsistence, req eac
stage the aimhauk deposits and o! banking facilities, or they cannot be made
available for the payment of wages and the increase of trade.

Every dollar of revenune from this hxhwo-
see how

The argument that the Government must have this money, as Mr.
Cox well said, is fully answered by the fact that the only use that can
be made of it is to apply it on a debt not yet due. If this nation
shall increase in population and wealth for the fifty years to come as
we have in the past, the ratio of the national-debt proportion to the
po{»ulation and property will be very small, and for one I am in favor
of letting the people of fifty years hence pay some portion of the
national debt. If times were prosperous and large profits were being
realized in commercial and land transactions, and the farmers of the
country were out of debt, I should not object, but dealing with facts
as they exist I do object to this rapid payment of the national debt.
I give the number of banks and the amount of Federal taxes, that all
1fnsy g just what is involved in this controversy. I give the taxes

or 1877 :

L St T AR g ;
[ 2o 23 ag E
Banks. Bg 32 2% S,
g 78 | g~ | 18 E
& = H =]
Savings-banks.......... Y i A ISR R 474,903 |..eeeenen... £474, 903
State banks and private
DAnKers -.veesnnannans 3,803 £5,430 | 2,806,637 | £027,661 3, £20, 720
National banks. ........ 2,080 | 2,809,037 | 3,445 252 634, 636 |- 6,998, 926
2 Y ) N =l 6,600 | 2,904 467 | 6,816,792 | 1,582,297 | 11,303,356

It thus appears that the National Treasury receives from 717 sav-
ings-banks nearly half a million of dollars a year; from 3,803 State
banks and private bankers the total revenue is 83,820,720 ; and from
2,080 national banks the revenue received is $ﬁ,99tl£;zf = of this total
taxation, amounting to $11,303,558, somewhat less than half is derived
from the taxes on circulation and capital. The remainder is from
deposits, and it is this deposit tax and the tax on the capital that this
amendment pro to strike ont and stop this immense dranght on
the industrial interests of the country, and we may then hope that
the industries of the country will revive.

I now give the total taxes received on deposits by the Government
of the United States, by States, for the year 1877 :

Total revenue from laxes on bank deposits, 1877, in the United States.

© =
- .

E I 23 E

Deposit taxes in— iﬂ ; q E

A R IR

= E

& £ &

EASTERN STATES.

MBI - o o i o i i o S b £31, 637 £10, 249 §41, 886
New Hampshire...eoeemnonecroanassacsncnns 14, 617 19, 657 34,274
Vormonke..ccossicannanans sanan ’ 18, 408 B, 546 20, 994
142, 036 13, 060 135, 366
308, T04 37,222 346, 016
42, 00, 937 133, 519
T8, 159 98, 180 176, 330
New York....... 241, 810 217,979 4359, 780
New York City 939, 650 , 048 1, 489, GO8
bany..-..«.- 42, 230 19, 539 61,778
New Jersey ..... i 88, 234 54, 450 142, 684
PennsylVanif.cccas-cnrensnsesnnnassnnnnnas 175,572 200, 049 375, 621
Philadelphia i 236, 861 147, 040 343, 901
Pittsburgh = 67, 605 49, 420 117, 025
Delaware... - 0,470 4,116 13, 583
land ... = 13,24 1,774 14, 998
timore ....... - 63, 338 26, 263 101, 606
District of Columbia......... AR P 2,116 £9 205
Washington..ceaccucciasanascasaanasscancs 6, 451 16, 177 22, 568
26, 416 33, 063 59, 479
6, 502 19, 643 26, 145
13, 689 4,395 1B, 084
11,877 4,938 16,815
10, 236 18, 982 , 218
740 1,280 020
4,795 8121 12 816
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Total revenue from lazes on bank deposits, §c.—Continued.

L]
- 1=}
3 =]
1 [& 4
Deposit taxes in— E = 5
|
g 5 E
E [ =
SouTHERN SraTEs—Continued.
6,524
296 26
26, 099 61, 585
22,984 31,574
1, 603 2,977
31,782 50, 44
30,043 47,
14, 487 42,126
79, 087 182, 843
40, 543 86, 144
34, 386 57,577
45, 623 118, 762
83,135 171,113
43, 508 163, 458
34, 625 63, 037
30, 048 45,710
18, 526 41,510
31,412 44,851
1Bl s
Minnesota ,
Missouri 52, 863 71, 783
e | 6%
Kansas : y
5 6,088 20, 260
-- o
Nevada ...
Ore 6, 397
Cﬂﬁ:gnia A% A ek e e 4 A M 7,923 106, 845
San 122 289, 960
398 135
356 2,941
582 105
935 400
125 383
1 696
......... 1,415
......... 23
3,474,361 | 2,876,115
.............................. $636,503 |  $277, B51 $014, 354
Middle States coceeneeiamiomancsimnananaaas 1,908,570 | 1,278,880 | 3,187,450
Southern Btabes .. ... ... cc.coreeramanansaas 183, 503 224,170 407,
‘Western States and Territories. .....oaveenx. 745,785 | 1,005,205 | 1,840,000
3,474,361 | 2,876,115 | 6,350, 476

Another argnment in favor of mmittingltha tax on bank deposits
is that the impost is only a part of the Federal taxation imposed
upon the banking business, and that when the deposit tax is removed
there will still remain fiscal burdens as severe as the banking busi-
ness can bear. The Comptroller of the Currency illustrates this very

fully in his last report. With regard to the national banks he gives
the following statement : i B

Taxation on the national banks, 1864 to 1877.

Year. On circnlation. | On deposits. On capital. Aggregate.

$53, 096 97 $95, 811 25 $18,402 23 167, 340 45

736, 247 59 1, 087, 530 86 133,251 15 1, 954, 029 60

2, 106, 785 30 2 633,102 77 406,947 74 5, 146, £35 81

2 E68 636 78 2 650, 180 07 321, €81 36 5,840, 608 21

2, 046, 343 07 2 564, 143 44 306, 781 67 5, B17, 268 18

2, 957,416 73 2 614, 553 58 312 918 63 5, B34, 883 99

2 940, 744 13 2,614, 767 61 315, 062 26 5,940,474 00

2 087,021 69 | 2 802 B40 &5 385,292 13 6, 175, 154 07

3, 195, 570 03 3,120,984 37 380, 356 2T 6,703,918 67

3,353,186 13 | 3,196,569 29 454, 891 51 7,004, 646 93

3, 404, 483 11 3, 200, 967 72 460, 048 €2 7,083,408 85

3,283, 405 89 3, 514, 310 39 507, 417 76 7,305,134 04

3,001,785 76 3, 505, 129 64 632, 396 16 7,239, 321 56

2,809,057 09 | 3,445,252 T4 634, 636 96 6,008, 926 79

b W 36, 827, TT0 27 | 37, 055, 144 58 5, 369, 183 90 79,252, 080 75

To these statistics of the taxes paid by over two thounsand national
banks, Mr. Comptroller Knox adds the aggregate taxation paid to
the National Treasury by the forty-fwo hundred State banks and pri-
vate bankers, as follows:

Tazation of the State banks and private bankers, 1864 to 1367. |

Years. On cirenlation. | On deposit On capital Total.
1864 ..eineennn §2, 056, 096 30 780,723 52 |. -..-enea| 82,837,719 63
1,093,661 84 | 9, 043,841 08 $903, 367 93 4,940, 570 90
990,278 11 | 2,099,635 83 374,074 11 3, 463, 983 05
214,293 75 1, 335, 395 98 476, BAT 73 2, 040. 5062 46
28, 669 &8 1,438,512 17 309, 562 00 1, BGG, T45 55
16,565 05 | 1,734,417 63 445,671 40 2, 106, 054 17
15,419 85 | 2,177, 576 46 827, 087 21 3,020, 083 61
22, 781 92 3,702,196 84 919,262 77 3,044,211 53
8,019 82 | 3,643,251 71 976, 057 61 4,628 220 14
4,778 62 3,009, 332 79 T36, 950 03 3,751,031 46
16,738 26 3,453,244 20 016, 878 15 3,37, 160 67
22,746 27 | 2,072,260 ;0 102, 241 58 4,007,248 12
17,047 67 2, 099, 580 75 089, 219 61 4, 006, G438 03
5,430 16 | 2, 896,637 93 927,661 24 3,820,720 33
5,435,232 50 | 32,306,527 82 | 9,004,302 43 | 47,736,302 84

Further evidence is needless to show the heavy fiscal burdens of
the banks or to illustrate the ent that after the repeal of the
deposit tax the fiscal pressure wounld still be severe enough when

ed to the State taxation which is heavier in the aggregateas well
as more unevenly distributed than that imposed by the National
Government. Finally,it is nrged that the losses of the banks during
the last year have been so increased by the pressure of the times as to
amount to nearly £40,000,000, one-half of which was incurred by na-
tional banks. As a result of these losses and of the depression of
general business a large amount of national-bank shares all over the
country are paying smaller dividends to their owners, and more than
one-tenth of the national-bank shares in the United States are paying
no dividends at all. This fact isillustrated by Mr. Comptroller Knox
in the following table, taken from his report :

National-bank capital with no dividends, 1876-"77.

Geographical divisions.

Six months end- | Six montha end- Six montbs end-

ing March 1, | ingSeptember | ing March 1, | ingSeptember
1535, [ ﬁg? 1897, st
o A 1+ a N -
Num-| Capital. (Y201 Capital. Y92 Capital. |Y2™| Capital
........ 26 | 83, 777, 000 32 | 87, 700, 000 25 | €8, 150, 000 a5 £9, 0235 000
........ 56 | 10, 700, 020 64 | 16, 135, 725 T3 | 12, 742,000 2 15, 571, 200
20 | 4,135,000 | 34| 4300000 27| 3,720,000 30| 4 36000
113 | 14,778,300 129 | 13, 873, 000 106 | 14, 090, 000 118 10, 717, 000
11| ‘900,000 | 14| 1.950.000]| 14| 1750,000| 13| 1,535,000
........ 235 | 34,200,320 | 273 | 44,057,725 | 245 | 40,452,000 | 288 | 41,166,200

There is a popular notion that a national bank is a monopoly with
rights guaranteed by the Government that gives to such bank great
ngva.nbages. I have with some care examined the statute anthor-
izing the creation of national banks, and I can see nothing of the
kind in the statute. Since the act of 1875, a solvent State bank and
party or body of men that can procure a certificate of good moral
character and raise the colla s can engage in banking ; in other
words we now have free banking, and by depositing Government
bonds as muﬂt{;ﬂm procure notes for circulation, and I shall not
stop to discuss this question of circulation at this time. On the 1st
day of November, 1875, there were two thousand and ninety-three

national banks, and on the 1st day of November, 1576, there were but
two thousand and eighti;aeven. Although during the year there had
been thirty-six new banks organized forty-three went into voluntary
or involuntary liquidation, and sinee the act was passed more than
two hundred have voluntarily ceased to do business, which
would not indicate that there is any very great monopoly about the
matter.

It is impossible to create a monopoly where everybody is eqnal
with eqnal rights. Therecanbe nomonopoly where there are no vested
rights or exclusive privileges. On the 1st of October, 1873, at the
time of the panie, the national banks had in circulation $339,081,799;
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on the 1st day of October, 1876, they had only $201,544,020; a volun-
tary reduction of $47,537,799, and the amount now outstan(fing is less
than at any time since 1866. I recapitulate these facts for the pu
of showing that there is a contraction of the currency going on all the
time. It seems to me that this contraction is largely caused by this
fact, that the bankers must make the taxes out of their customers over
and above a stated rate of interest,and when this cannot be done, like
business men, they withdraw their bills from cirenlation and put out
their reserve. With the repeal of the taxes indicated by this amend-
ment men of capital will be indunced to go into the banking business,
and thus increase the volume of the currency until there is enough
currency in the country to do the legitimate business of the country
and business men will be enabled to procure loans at reasonable rates.
And whenever this can be done our whole agricultural and manu-
facturing industries will revive. For these reasons I believe theamend-
ment should be enacted into law. Curb-stone bankers will oppose
this measure, but all business men without regard to party that de-
sire the reduction of interest and the revival of trade will cerfainly
give this question their hearty support. At the present rate of in-
terest it is impossible for business men to borrow money for the pur-
pose of carrying on any enterprise that will benefit the people. We
must bave an increase of business, and the only way this can be
brought about is to reduce the rate of interest.

PARTY POLICY.

Mr. LAPHAM addressed the House on the course of legislation
followed by the dominant party in the House in the Forty-fourth
Congress and so far during the sessions of the Forty-fifth Congress,
and also the present attitude of the two great political parties. [His
remarks will appear in the Appendix.]

THE CHINESE IN AMERICA.

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, at each session since I have been a
member of Congress I have introduced measures to prohibit the fur-
ther immigration of Chinese to our conntry. At the extra session in
October last I introduced the following resolution :

ved by the and House o ives of the Un tates of Amer-
im%:ﬂcoﬂyggu nm That thofm pt;.{rer of t%ieg SGoven;.':rnm%
earnestly requested to take immediate steps to so modifr our treaty with China as

tgnbsnlutely preclude the further importation of @ Chinese subjects to our
ahorea.

‘Which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor.
Great credit is due the committee for the labor bestowed, and the able
and statesman-like report which they have submitted to the House
recommending the passage of the resolution as amended :

Joint resolution relative to Chinese immigration.

‘Whereas it appears that the great ority of Chinese immigranta are unwillin,

tomfomtoogrhnﬁmﬁmmbmmpa?ﬁmenh idents of our ‘J,ug

to accept the rights and assume the responsibilities of citizenship; and

. ‘Whereas they have indicated no capacity to assimilate with our people : There-
ore,

Resolved by the Senate and House o chrumumm of the United States of Amer-
ica in Congress assembled, That the P ent of tho United States be requested to
:En co dence immediately with the governments of China and Great Brit-

with a ﬁew of securing a cha':fn or abrogation of all sti tions in existing
treaties which permit the unlimited immigration of Chinese to the United States.

In behalf of the laboring men and women of our country I thank
each member of the committee for their able efforts in behalf of good
government, good morals, and free labor, and I trust that each and
every member joining in this report may be returned to the Forty-
sixth Congress; and if the workingmen of their respective districts
but do their duty as becomes freemen, WILLIS, GOODE, LORING, Has-
KELL, Bl!'.r.l.i MANNING, and the gentlemen composing the committee
will be re-elected by increased majorities.

Mr, Speaker, I am thankful for the opportunity afforded me of ad-
dressing the Houseon a subject of the greatestimportance tothe best
interests of the people; a question that concerns and affects the rights
of every working man and woman of our common country ; a question
that imperils society, good morals, and good government. The work-
ingmen and women of California appeal to you to protect them in
their rights as free laborers. They have a}épealedto you through the
public press, by petition, and through onr State Legislature, and now
appeal to you through their Representatives to protect them from the
evils tinF from competition with cooly or slave labor; and on
ng of the laboring men and women of California I plead with you

y-

‘We hear the wail of want from all over our broad land. It comes
from the East and from the West, the North and the South. The
workshops are closed, and hundreds of thousands of the working men
and women are idle. That our youth are growing up in idleness ; that
want and hunger stalk abroad in the land. These complaints come
not alone from the t cities of the Northern, Southern, and East-
ern States, but we have heard the wail and sorrow of the working-
people of the Pacific coast States. The people of the Golden State
:gpeal to the Con, of their country to protect them from the evils

at have resulted not only from the general depressed condition of
the country, but from the evils of Chinese or cooly immigration.

To-day thousands of men and women are idle on that coast. And
wh‘f ? There must be a cause. A land so fair, so rich, so fruitful
and productive, with climate unsurpassed—where else such fellow-
ship of the temperate and the tropical, with such opulent plains?
‘Where else such rainless summers which turn drought into harvest?

‘Where else gold in the rocks that rear themselves beside the mills
that crush them? Where else such herds of nobls cattle on a thou-
sand hills? Where else such vineyards laden with their rich clus-
ters? Where else such variety of mineral wealth, requiring ages te
develop, perhaps never to be exhausted? Where else has the Cre-
ator connected such social blessings with the material good? It is
not with boasting that I draw this picture of my favored State. It
is but an honest deseription of the wealth and great natural advan-
ta%ea of our far western possessions, aronnd which cluster States
and T&arritohr‘i;:s equally blessed with all these great natural resources
and advan g

In privile%a of positiom and in resources the future of California
and our Pacific coast States and Territories with free labor would be
the grandest and the most favored spot that turns to the sun. With
all these great natural advantages and resources, still there is a wail
of sorrow, misfortune, and want in that fairland. Thousands of free
laboring people of all ages and of both sexes are idle, poverty-stricken,
and despite all their exertions are becoming poorer every day. Now,
why is this? There must be a great and a serious cause.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, there is a canse—a great, a serious, and a blight-
ing cause—a cause that demands the earnest consideration of the
legislators of this country—a cause that it is within their power to
remove—a cause that MUST be removed, or sooner or later this fair land
will be dragged down to acondition more deplorable than that of the
most nnfortunate portion of the world in the darkest ages of its his-
tory. The free laboring men and women of the Pacific coast are
struggling, grappling with a monster which, unless speedily checked,
will overwhelm them. That monster isslavery in its most horrid form.
The great conflict, the contest, is between free labor on the one side,
led by the free lahorilzs men and women of our own Christian race;
on the other by capitalists, friends and supporfers of a slavery of
the most d ed character, led by monopolists backed by a pagan

Tace.

Free labor is battling for the rights of free schools, free institu-
tions, good government, good morals, and fair remuneration for labor.
8ir, they are struggling to add to the wealth and fair fame of our
country ; to build up homes for themselves, to increase the taxable
property of their section ; to build school-houses, colleges, churches
and charitable institutions; to edoecate their children in modern civ-
ilization ; to advance the standard of human intelligénce ; to teach
their offspring useful trades, and see them honorably employed ; in a
word, sir, to serve God, posterity, and their country. While, on the
other hand, this acen system of slavery that is now wrapping its
dark mantle around our fair land, witheut one pulsation in sympathy
with our systems or our people, stifles free labor, enterprise, mechan-
ism, good government, good morals, churches and institutions of learn-
ing. Itstifles the energies of the free laborer and strikes a fatal blow
at freedom itself. It degrades the old and the young alike ; encour-
ages idleness and crime ; filling our land with paupers and criminals.

Sir,under the “ Burlingame treaty ” actuated by eur avarice—made
that our country might have the benefit of the trade in Chinese pro-
ductions—a bargain, that for the benefit of a trade of a few millions

r annum, hundreds of millions of servile, de, ed heathens were
invited to take possession of our free and glorions conntry. By vir-
tue of its provisions this great contest between free labor aud slavery
was inaugurated, and bardly had our country %uit blaeding over a
contest unequaled in the history of the world ; hardly had the shout

ne up “ No more slavery under the Star-Spangled Banner,” when
the hordes of Mongolian pagan slaves, whose numbers are legion,
began to take possession of our Pacific coast, flooding our shores with
tens of thousands of the most degraded subjects of the Chinese Em-
peror who are bought and sold in our State like cattle in the market.

With these slaves come hordes of abandoned women of the same
race, of the most degraded caste of creation, who are also bought
and sold and hired out for the vile pur{pose of prostitution, infestmg
every city, village, and hamlet in that land, degrading the younth an
tainting the mora atmosphere of our communities. These slaves,
owned by the Chinese organizations known as the  six companies,”
are maintained npon a mere pittance, not exceeding ten cents a
head per day, can afford to be and are hired for wages upon which a
freeman would absolutely starve. (See testimony of Officer O. C.
Jackson, page 144, as follows:) :

Question. How much a day can Chinese laborers of the lower classes support
themselves npon 1

Answer. They can live on ten cents a day. White men cannot board them-
selves for less fifty cents a day. The Chinese ovade all the tax they can. A
poll-tax receipt is passed around from one to the other, and they swear themselves
clear of paying whenever they can.

With this system of slavery free labor cannot compete. The indi-
vidnal cooly has no family to support, no ambition, and is content
with that which affords him bare sustenance; while, upon the other
hand, the ambition of the free laborer is to build for himself a home,
and rear therein a family, which ruling idea is the very spirit of our
system of Government. This end he can never achieve in compe-
tition with slave labor. When laboring men and women complain
to employers of the insufficiency of their wages they are met with
the reply that Chinamen will board themselves and work for forty
cents per day. Every industry suffers by this all-pervading com
tition with the degraded cooly, whose deft fingers soon become edu-
cated to perform skilled labor, whose mind, however, is not improved
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by his new associations. He clings to his prejudices, his ignorance,
and pagan superstition, sntagnn.ﬁn’e to our theory of government,
our laws, and our religion. :

For this blighting curse there is no compensation, and for these
reasons the e%tizema of the Pacific States and Territories dem:t.angi
in behalf of the laboring men and women of the country, in
of our race, of civilization, and morals, protection from the
de, ing effects of Chinese or cooly slavery.

t is the duty of the representatives of the people to remove the
evil.

From the evidence taken before the commission composed of Sen-
ators and Representatives of the Forty-fourth Congress sent to the
Pacific coast to investigate this qll:eation, and evidence taken before
a commission of five senators of the State of California, appointed by
the Legislature of that State at its session for 1876, it appears that
there are in California alone between one hundred and sixteen thoun-
sand and one hundred and fifty thonsand of these Chinese slaves.
(See testimony of Rev. Otis Gibson, page 27, as follows :)

Qng:l:& III;W you any means of knowing how many Chinamen there are in

Answer. fohadamvemtian with some of the officers of the six companies
about two months ago, just before this excitement occurred in this city. They
ve me the names on books of each company, and I jud that the number
n the State was about one hundred and fifty tho or that number on
:?o;mst. In this city, (San Francisco,) thirty th 1. Thatis my approxima-
Not one of these one hundred and fifty thousand Chinamen owns a
homestead, or coniributes to the morals of society or gov-
ernment; not one of whom could be relied upon for the defense of
our country in time of trouble ; not one of whom ever felt one spark of
love for or one patriotic pulsation in his pagan heart for free govern-
ment. Isit welFt,u encourage or even tolerate the immigration to our
country of such a class of pao;ﬂe ? They neither affiliate nor assimilate
with us in customs, habits of life, morals, religion, theory of govern-
ment, or social management. They are akin to usin no inf. With
a stoicism unapproachable, they ignore us in everything. Living in
dens so filthy that a hog will turn aside from them. (See testimony of
Officer McKenzie, pages 88, 89, and 90:)
g:esﬂﬂn. What dogﬂu mean by * barracoon "
swer. A place where women eomjnﬁﬁem the ships are placed and kept until
they are apportioned out. They are held as slaves for the purposes of prostitu-
tion, subject to the pleasure of their owners. The lepers, those aflicted with lep-
rosy, are kept in these quarters. They are all very dishonest; would not believe
them under oath. The great mass of the Chinese is a criminal one,
living in open violation of the law. It is filthier an er than any place I ever
BaW,

. Who owns the house !
Q. E‘:ﬂ mvﬁio?'fmﬁi ‘}hol h . Egiingw?l" ina dirtier, Althier hou
X you think if e for any human veina T, er house

than this one of Gibson's1 . .
A. No, sir; that house is as filthy as T have seen them. Had I not seen it with
y own eyes I would not believe that any animal could exist in such a place.
2. d you think a hog could exist there, unless you saw it?
% T

Wor
It would make very bad meat for butchers.
Do h:]% Chinese live there !

0.
How many live in a room seven feet high by eight or ten feet?
I suy fifteen to twenty. Theill:‘?at'e bunks there like a ship's forecastle.
W‘ﬂi you give a description of the kind of filth they have thﬂm%
It is almost indescribable. It is much of all kinds. There is rotten garbage
there, m&age water—filth of all kinds. A steam-engine has been constructed to
pump water for the nse of Chinese, and tho“mhfn“mped is from the sinks and
water-closets of the whole neighborhood. The Chinese use that water, for it is

being forced upon them.
i. ho forces it upon them 7
landlord.
. Who is the landlord 1
The Rev. Otis Gibson.

I also call the especial attention of the House to the testimony of
Officer O. C. Jackson.

Question. Are aﬁm familiar with the Chinese quarters of this city 1
Answer. Yes, sir.
g. What is their condition as regards cleanliness 1
. It would be simply ridiculons to compare it with the white part of the city.
It is filthy in the extreme.
. How do they live?! Do many live in the same house 1
. They are packed in, three tiers deep. I have visited Chinatown hundreds of
times in search of Chinese thieves, and have seen them stowed away head and feet
E‘gthar, in cellars and under sidewalks, and all their surroundings of the most
¥ character.

Q Doyou know how these Chinese prostitutes are held—whether in slavery or
no
A. Ithink they are all held in slavery. They are all bought and sold the same
a3 horses and cows, according to age and beauty.
gllio{?:knowélw egdmh-t::tedi by
s slaves, and punished as the owners may choose.
g. ‘What sorts of punishment are inflicted 1
o | ﬂ‘o not k.ncm;. only fmu:! hearsay. 2

- - -
Q. Do {nm know what is done with these women when they become sick, help-
less, and incurably diseased 1 v

A. Where thg see that they will be of no further nse to make money, they turn
them out on the sidewalk to die. I have seen men and women also turned out to diein
this manner. Ihave found dead men while searching for stolen property, and have
had the coroner attend to them. The Chinese are very superstitious in regard to
sickness and death and will have nothin, i ir unfortunate fellow-coun-
trfmen. A great many die in out-of-the-way places, abandoned by the Chi
without food or drink.

- * - -
Q. Fow much aday can Chinese laborers of the lower classes support themselves

White men cannot board themselves for
ese evade all the tax they can. A poll-tax

o
li.nneyun]iwmtenmta ndﬂv‘;
less than fifty cents a day. The C

modptismﬂmundmmma to the other and they swear themselves clear of
pa; ﬁnw er they can.
i{n they im rﬁmnchotthoirfwdmdchthmignm()hms?

- Y:?] sir. I:ey spend vu-{o little mone; tg'it!a lmaricm. The; ift:m:lf here,.
stay until they get some mon gether, and then me again. @ they are-
here, they are sendin, mone;{ome all the time. = >

Q. From what you have seen, do you think the presence of the Chinese here tends-
to the advancement of Christian civilization ?

A. It has the reverse effect. It is also degrading to white labor ; instead of learn.-
hl% good, they are learning vice. They are becoming educated only in thievery,.
and perjury, and everything bad.

Q. In the stration of justice, do the officers meet with any assistance at the-
hands of the more respectable portion of the Chinese?

A. They stand in the way ufp&e administration of the law, from the head-men
down to the lowest thieves. Tlmfv are a nation of thieves, the lowest being under
My, ponare Tostiuiny. andl Sk o6 roscivms 1 Rois S Which v e
on‘?:trrs'ee searching for igformﬁon. you can't find gmmnn but what willinswar-
to all your questions, **No sabe.”” Sometimes they put up jobs on their fellow-coun-
trymen, and convict them of crime, whether guilty or not, They have no %
for our laws, and consider them only of use in so far as they can use them to work
their own personal ends. They aetﬂe everything in their own councils, and as the-
thing goes there, so it goes elsewhere.

% hat is the great difficulty in the administration of the law ? i

. Ouri ce of their language; less w wit aro very famil-
iar with C faces, they have great trouble in identifying them.

From thirty thonsand to forty thonsand huddling into half a dozen
blocks in_the city of San Francisco; from eight ﬁ:undmd to fifteen
hundred living, cooking, eating, and sleeping in one house; ten to-
fifteen adults living, sleeping, cooking, and eating in a room eight
feet by ten—literally packed like sardines in a box—festering in their
own filth and breeding every conceivable disease, which but for the
pure atmosphere of our State wounld breed a plague in our fair metrop-
olis; living in dens under the sidewalks, like the rats on which they
feed, until their stench becomes unbearable to a civilized hnman.
Contrast this den of forty thousand Chinese pagans in the heart of’
one of the greatest cities of civilization, a festering sore on the body-
politic, a horrible pool of filth and vice in the midst of an enlightened
people ; contrast this with the condition of things in some enlightened
city not infested by these slaves.

ake for illustration the city of Lowell, in the State of Massachu-
saﬁ where every adunlt toiler has his home furnished with all the-
comforts of civilized life; where every man is a sovereign and every
woman a fit companion, in point of womanly virtues, intelligence
and culture, for the most exalted in the land ; where the enlightene
head of the family is surronnded by his own offspring ; his own flesh
and blood, the weal of whom is his greatest care and ambition, where
he can call aronnd him at morn and eve his children and teach them
the tenets of his faith and fit them to become rulers in a great Repub-
lic. Visit this thrifty and enlightened city and look at its institn-
tions of learning, its busy workshops, its extensive manufactures, its
churches, where may be heard sweet anthems pealing forth in praise of
Him on high. Thus it is with Lowell and other of our cities east of the
Rock{ Mountains. Each day their good people go forth to their labors
with light hearts, full of love for each other, to return to their homes
and loved ones at night, where culture, refinement, and good morals
revail. There you see cities of beanty and enterprise ; their col-
eges, schools, churches, and public buildings, the results of free labor
and the sympathy of races.

Let me give you an illustration from the great metropolis of the
Pacific, a city which in the short space of a quarter of a century
has grown from a Mexican hamlet to, in many respects, the second
city of our greaf Republic. Number its three hundred thousand Cau-
casian souls; its hundreds of millions of wealth—a commerce ex-
celled by but one city on the continent; its people as intelligent,
virtnous, industrious, and patriotic as any, and generous to a fault, as.
the distressed of all parts of the globe will cheerfully testify.

The six blocks in San Francisco now oceupied by the Chinese coolies.
or slaves was once the heart of that city. Thrift and enterprise once
were there. These blocks but a few short years ago were inhabited
by people of our own race, surrounded by their loved wives and little
ones. There were heard the morning and evening hymn, the fervent
prayer to the ever-living God. Then and now within these six
blocks stood a Christian church of most beautiful architecture. Each
Sabbath hundreds of Christian men, women, and children wended
their way to that then most popular place of worship. The bell of
that church, cast in an eastern foundery, the work of our own kindred
pealed forth the Christian call, while the organ and choir poure(f
out sweetest melody ; sacred hymns, learned at the old homes of our
childhood, brought with them to that goldenshore. It wasa tie that
bound them to their religion, their seoplc, and their Government, that
we believed never could be severed.

But how is it there to-day? With painful reluctance I will tell
you. Omewhose name I suppress out of consideration for his family
Eurcha.sed property in the vicinity of this church and leased it for

ire to the Chinese cooly organizations. He there sowed the seeds
of crime, filth, disease, pestilence, and prostitution. In that once

ul 'and Christian locality he and his pagan hordes secured a
oothold. The purse of this disseminator of vice no doubt grew pleth-
oric from his investment; but the peaceful and happy homes, the
Christian church, with its sacred teachings and music and prayers,
the neighborhood, with its intelligence, culture, and good morals,
were forced fo give way to barbarism in its most terrible formj;
gambling hells, homes for vice and immorality, and dens of prostitn-
tion reek and fester within the walls of that once Christian church,
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and to-day gamblers, thieves, cut-throats, murderers, and prostitutes,
with all the concomitants of heathenism, occupy that once sacred
edifice, erected and sacredly dedicated to the worship of the ever-
liviig God. Is the prophecy of Macaulay to be v upon the
American continent, substituting San Francisco for London 1

‘Who can say that, in the inscrntable wisdom of the Great Creator,
while He determined that ecirilization shounld begin in Asia and,
marching throngh Europe, be thence transmitted to the American
continent, barbarism, starting from the same place and traveling
in an opposite direction, should not overwhelm that civilization, first
beginning in onr own fair land. Already it has a foothold on our
Pacific shore—a foothold firm enough to create the profoundest alarm
in the minds of the people. Bituated as we are, nearest of all civilized
nations to these Asiatic hordes, so long shut up by the edicts of their
benighted rulers, now let loose and ed on_ by the worst passions
known to the human heart—avarice, with all its degrading evils—
who can say that at no distant day in the future our fair land, with
its boasted forty-four millions of enlightened people, may not be over-
whelmed by an influx of hundreds of millions of these pagans, and
our race extinguished, civilization destroyed, and the American con-
tinent given up to Asiatic idolators.

Mr. g er, this frightfully pictured result is not impossible.
History ishes us with evidence of events similar to and of greater
magnitude than this. Rome, the mistress of the world, with all her
boasted power, her wealth, her genius, and her high culture, fell by
the hand of a more insignificant foe. "

For twenty-five years the Chinaman has resided among us; he has
made no step of (E)mw socially, morally, or intellectually, He is
the same stoical idolator of a quarter of a century ; adbering to
all his pagan superstiti destitute of all love foraﬁ; human race,
even those of his own nationality and kin; casting his own race and
kindred, when sick and disabled, upon the streets, to die like dogs,
caring only fo avoid the expenses of attending his sick and burying
his dead. (See testimony of Officer Jackson, page 143:)

?unﬂdcm. Do you know what is done with these women when they become sick,
helpless, and incurably diseased ?

Answer. When they see that they will be of no further use to make money they
turn them out on the sidewalk, to die. I have seen men and women also furned
out to die in this manner. I have found dead men while searching for stolen prop-
erty and have had the coroper attend to them.

I also call your attention to the testimony of James Coffey, a well-
known citizen of California, who has had much to do with Chinese,
as follows:

g:esﬁon. Do you know whether these women are owned or not

swer. They are houﬁt and sold just like we buy and sell cattle. The mer-
chants here who claim to be connected with the six companies also claim ownership
of these Chinese women.
5 ?l& ou know what they do with these women when they become sick and

0

A?. Some are taken care of and some are placed in rooms by themselves to die.

I also call your attention to the testimony of Ah Gow, a very intelli-
gent Chinaman, who speaks English :
he:Qnew;m. What do the people who own women do when they become sick and

L)
nswer. I suppose they take care of them.

2. ‘When they are sick and going to die, do they put them on the street?
. Bemetimes.
. Do these people who own women whip them t t
. The boss women whip them all the time.

I also call your attention to the testimony'of Officer Charles P.
O’Neil, one of the oldest and most efficient police officials in our State,

page 117:
1J]Qm;m.lma. Do you know how these women are treated by the persons who own
B

Answer. It looks to me like they were very closely confined in the houses. I
have known the masters and mistresses to whip the women‘%tl have never heard
of it a second time where I have gone and cautioned them. en they become sick
and helpless they turn them out to die.

I will eall your attention to the testimony of Chief of Police Matt.
Karcher, a gentleman whom I have known for long years as one
among the best citizens of our State, who testifies as follows, on pages
127, 128, 129:

uestion. How do they live and what is their condition as to cleanliness 1
wer, They live in amall rooms, filthy, as a general —s0 much so that
several times, when going in them, I have had to come out and vomit. They are
as filthy as ean be.

Q. Is the‘;‘s any difficolty in enforcing the laws of the State where the Chinese
are parttes

A. There is a great deal, cansed, first, by our not bein uainted with their
language, and, in the second place, theChin{so mﬁwemﬁﬁg will swear toany-
thing. I have never yet come across one that not ure himself where his
interests were concerned. I did think at one time that I had found one that I
could believe under oath, but I have changed my mind. I would net now believe
one unier oath unless he wero oon-obaratmf by other circumstances. I would want
the corroboration to be proof in itself,

Q. I;; that the general estimation in which courts and juries hold their testi-
mon

A.F Yes, sir.
heq‘ ‘Dn you know who own or claim to own the Chinawomen who are prostitntes

e

A. Merchants here, who pretend to be ble; Chincse hants, I g

2. Are they buying and nellinm g these mmp:.? m. i e

. Thatis u@ropﬁnim from my experience.
How are treated 7
. Where mea{; young and goed-looking, and makes plenty of money, she is
well treated. Those who are unable to make much are treated very badly.
ﬂ. How young are the youngest that yon know of as being held ?
. I have scen them as young as fifteen years.

VII—272

‘What chance have they to escape from this if they desire 1
They have very little ghanes. 4 B
Why is that
. Because the Chinese will swear to almost anything, and if one is taken away
by another, she is simply run off to another locality to be sold into slavery
Sometimes the farce o is e thro %::nthﬁ woman,
who may be beyond their reach. soon as the newly-made husband gets pos-
seesion of his bride he turns her over to her former owners.
Q. Do you know of cases where they have had Chinamen arrested and convicted
of crime simply becaunse they have interfered with them 1
A. Yes, sir. The arresting officer and the district attorney have to be very care-
ful lest they be made the instruments of sending innocent men to State prison.
Sometimes, where several men are arrested, one will be offered whom we may con-
victif we will let the others go. Several men were arrested here some time ago
for robbing Harper's shoe store. These fellows hg;m up & man who admitted that
he was guilty, but I did not believe he had anything to do with it. ‘These Chinese
leaders offered to furnish me with all the evidence ] wanted, if I would have a
"% Enow anyiking sbout theic. puthing up. offers 6b rewsrds wpon walls
y on an ut r putting up o upon
t‘ﬁ strae{ ‘comers, wgttga ﬁn Chinese, fo? the sfnml')der or n of given
NAmMEen

A. Yes. Of course I could not read Chinese, but I secured some of these
and had an mtar:-{;mter from San Francisco come up here and inte
Th:ﬁ were rewards for the murder of some Chinamen who did something uontnrs
to their laws. They have their own tribunals where they try Chinamen, an
their own laws to govern them. In this way the »d.mi.nhh'nﬁma! ustice is often

them.

defeated entirely, or, at least, to a very great extent. I know this se I was
present at & meeting of one of their tribunals about seven years ago. There were
some thirty or forty C! one a] to act as ju Finally, the

fellow on trial was convicted and had to pay so much money as a for the com-
mission of the offense with which he was charged. Gme:rallge}.he punishments
are in the nature of fines; but sometimes they sentence the endant to death.
In cases in the police court we have often found it difficult to make in ters
act. They would tell us that they wonld be killed if they spoke the truth; that
their tribunals would sentence them to death and pay s to ch them.
A\muttwofcammdahalforthmywaago,;ih wong was killed.
trial, at which he was interpreter, there were a great many Chinamen.
officers at the doors, and then caused each one to be
room, the interpreter hav“igﬁ told me that he feared they would murder him.
e D e O
EWO and many others. are were 1o -1Ive

concealed about their - in all kinds of ways. r¥hﬂ teatified in that
case, and half an hour after leaving the court- he was t back, shot and
cut with hatchets. He was terribly mu and lived only a few moments after
being brought to the station-house. The murderers were arrested, but attempted
to prove. an alibi, and had a host of Chinese witnesses present for that purpose.
Although there were some hundreds of Chinese present at the time of the murder
the prosecution was forced to rely upon the ce of a few white men who
chanced to see the deed committed. We were at every turn by the
Chi and the Chi companies. Asa it is ntterly i:n;&oudhlo
to enforce the laws with any certainty thmpeapfu, whllethgdr them-
selves nse our laws tndpenemt.e innocent men who have gained enmity.
They seem to have no ideas cencerning the moral obligation of an oath, and care
not for our form of swearing.

ﬂ. Have you ever seen any Christian Chinamen

. Never. Some make a pretense of being Christians.
L] - * L4 - Ll *

Q. Do you know what they do with their sick when they become helpless and
unable to make more money !

A. Pnt.themi.nwmeoutﬁwm, or on the sidewalk, to die.

Q. Without food or bedding 1

A. Generally. I have found men and women both in that eondition. I have
gg'ndthnmb accident, while hunting for other things—stolen goods, criminals,

2. 'gfm:l f:t:.nd women without food or drink, and without covering ?
. Yes, sir.
.‘%nds{o:&hwuldhawmefmmﬂhmormmorhﬁi
'Is:ﬁ:at. ‘the common way of disposing of these women when they become

A. Yes, sir; if not the only way.
Q. ihaymlmmﬂforﬂmnmuuelmadomuﬁemimﬂuhyﬁewhﬁemi
Al

great dealless.
Q. Wl;uttsthe general effect of the presence of this race upon the morals of this
coun!
A. Bad.
2: Is this r;':l.cr]'i:.u]atlm o criminal one !

Principally.

I might give you hundreds of pﬁfm of testimony from prominent
citizens on this point, but I will call your attention to the testimon
of but one other witness, Hon. H. H. Ellis, a gentleman of high stand-
ing in California, chief of police in the city of San Francisco, and for
more than twenty years an official in that city, where he has resided
for twenty-nine years. Pages 111, 112, and 113, he testifies that—

The condition of the Chinese in relation to cleanliness is mu and filthy
beyond description. I know ef no American or European city w. have trav-
eled that will compare with the Chinese quarters of San where some
thirty thousand Chinese reside in s space of seven or eight blocks. The Chinese
will swear to nnyf.hing according to orders., They cannot be believed. To sup-
press their vices would require a police force so great that the city conld not stand
the expense. They combine to defeat the laws; they offer and rewards for
the murder of countrymen. I have taken the notices down and had them
interpreted. The nce of the Chinese has a very injurious inflnence the

s of the country. Their women are held as slaves for the Rgrgooea ti-
tution. I have not known to exceed half a dozen Chinamen w are essed
Christianity, and I have no faith in their sincerity.

Does not the testimony show a depravity unequaled in any other
race of people! Destitute of all love or sympathy for his own race
and nationality ; destitute even of the nobler instinets of the brute,
how can you expect him to assimilate with us, and what must be the
fate of our laboring men and women if the influx of these pagan
slaves is net stop ! This can only be done by the modification of
our treaty with the Emperor of China.

How does his presence among us stifle free labor? The wages of
the laborer in China are three or four dollars month. In Cali-
fornia if he receives from §12 to $20 per month he excludes free labor
competition ; and why? First, because he can live for ten cents per
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day upon food imported from his own eountry ; upon food on which
a white man cannot and would not live; while the free laborer rears
a family, supports schools, maintains a home, and with the most rigid
economy it costs him at least $1 Ser day. The free laborer maintains
a home, cares for his sick, while Chinamen crowd together, avoiding
‘the expense of rents, casting their sick ouf to be supported, cared for,
and buried at the expense of the American tax-payer.

With a male adult %opulnﬂon of over one hundred and twent;
thousand in a State whose assessment-roll is nearly seven hun(lmg
millions of taxable property, gatherin
State taxes, these Chinamen pay but
assessor’s report, as follows:

ASSESSED VALUATION OF PROPERTY BELONGING TO CHINESE.

The committee addressed ciroular letters to each county assessor in the State,
and from returns received the assessed value of all property, real and personal,
assessed to Chineso in this State does not exceed $1,500,000. The rate of State
tax is aixg;{m ol:}nt&:ns&h $100 1-illlzlavnll:b*:v, and if ‘1'2?&“]]0]0 tax was paid 1.‘!):;
revenue from property-tax upon property held
Chinese would not exceed §9,600,

The assessed value of all the property in the State is, in round numbers, six hun-

dred millions.

The total of tha State is about seven hundred and fifty thousand, and
o Ghiseas popalation, atncunting bo a6 lenss cho-etxih o the whols populstion
mlm ﬂ:ml’:te four-hundredth imrb of the revenue required to support the

Tt costs California tax-payers £21,600 annunally to maintain Chinese
conviets in her State prison alone, or 12,000 in excess of the whole
amount of the State property-tax collected from the Chinese popula-
tion.

Now add the expense to the tax-payers for the capture, prosecution,
and cost of oonveying the two hundred Chinese criminals to our State
p:n'son{ which statistics show averages at least 3500 per head, and to
this add the expense to tho several counties and municipalities of the
State for the capture, prosecution, and expense of keeping while incar-
cerated in onr county jails the hundreds of cases of Chinese annually
convicted of minor offenses, and you have as the criminal costs alone
annually exiended from the hard earnings of the free laborer a sum
of not less. than a quarter of a million of dollars, to meet which the
pr?iper‘.'y-tax of the Chinamen does not exceed $25,000, State, county,
and municipal. (See legislative report, page 19.)

The net cost to the State of 'kee{ﬂng' one hundred and ninety-eight Chinese
prisoners in the Siate prison is not less than §21,600 per annum, a sum §12,000 in
exceas of the whole amount of the property tax collected from the Chinese popula-
tion of the State. i

‘While for the support of Chinese paupers, and the burial of their
deserted dead, forced upon enlightened people by these pagan six
Chinese companies, the expense to onr tax-payers is many thousands
of dollars per annum, Thus it will be seen, that not only does the
Chinaman by competition with the free laborer reduce his wages to
starvation rates, but requires that free laborer to give of his hard
and scanty earnings more than a quarter of a million per annum to
punish'and support Chinese eriminals and gaupem. emove these
one hundred an’g twenty thousand Chinese adults and give us inlien
thereof a like number of Eurogeaus, with their industrious, econom-
iecal habits, thrift, and sympathy with our race and theory of govern-
ment, and the result wounld be prosperity unequaled.

I now call your attention to page 33 of the very able report of a com-
mission of seven State senators, consisting of Senators Haymond,
McCoppin, Pierson, Donovan, Rogers, Lewis, and Evans, appointed by
the Legislature of the State of California to investigate the Chinese
question. (See Mis. Doc. No. 9, H. R., Forty-fifth Congress, first ses-
sion, as follows :)

LOSS TO THE COUNTRY FROM THIS IMMIGRATION.

The effect of this immigration is to prevent that of a more desirable class. There,
again, in the mere matter of dollars and cents, the country at large is loser. These
geoplo h-lnim_mnoy with them, while it is assumed, on the most credible ovi-

ence, that §100 at least is the avi amounnt in poasession of each Enropean im-
migrant. A well-known social economist estimates the capital valueof e laborer
that comes from Europe and settles in this conntry at §1,500. This valne rests
upon the fact that snch laborer makes this conntry his home, creates values, and
contrik to the support of the nati The Chi laborer, on_the contrary,
makes o dmlfht upon the wealthof the nation ; takes from instead of adding to its
substance. Not less §180,000,000 in gold have been abstracted from this State
a!utulm b m laborers, while they have contributed nothing to the State or
m(}fm in place of ope hundred and twenty-five thousand Chinese laborers the
same number of male Earopean immigrants, and the result may bestated in figures

annnally nearly $4,000,000
,600, as will be seen by the

as 5

Amount of money broug;t into the conntry, 8100 each.....c..coonnnn. §12, 500, 000
Capital value of 000 European male laborers, at 1,500 each....... 187, 500,
And gold absi by Chiness 18bOreTs .. ... ... concmreenrcrs casans 180, 000, 000

380, 000
Thus it is beyond question that from a purely financial point of view the%t&d
States is loser nearly §400,000,000 by Chinese immigration, a sum which, if distrib-

uted thronghout the country now, would go far toward alleviating present want
and misery.

I have referred to the testimony taken in California, which shows

the following further facts:

First, Our jndges, district or prosecuting attorneys, sheriffs, and
olice officers all testify that the Chinaman is destitute of veracity,
nowing nothing of and caring nothing for the sanctity of an oath.

His evidence in no instance is to be relied upon. Hon. D. J. Murphy,
district attorney of the city and county of San Francisco, testifies, on
pages 82 and 83, as follows:

The Chinese are very adroit and expert thieves. In trial of cases we are met

with perjury. Ihave no doubt but that thoy act under the direction of superiors,
and swear as ordered. many cases witnesses are spirited away or alibis are
]:mm They can produce so many witnesses as to create o doubt in the minds of
urymen, and thus escape justice. cases where I have four or five wituassg for
the prosecution they g in ten or fifteen on the of the defense. "¥he
seem to think that numbers must succeed, and it very uently so happened. l{
frequently oceurs that before the grand jury or on preliminary examinations, wit-
fm swear so as to convict, but on the trial they turn square around and swear
e other way.

_ Officer David Supple testifies, on pages 50 and 81, that he has re-
sided in California over twenty-seven years, and that—

I never yet have seen a Chinaman that T would be willing to believe under oath.
That is their general reputation.

Officer O’'Neal and many other witnesses, judges, attorneys, and
officials tea‘:gy that Chinese testimony is totally unreliable.

James Duffy, of Sacramento, testifies, on page 125, that “a China-
man will tell a lie for ten cents and swear toit.” The evidence shows
that the average Chinaman is always ready and willing to commit
perjury, and for this gravest of crimes it is next to impossible to cou-
viet him, the proof of his gunilt almost invariably lying in the mouths
of his own countrymen.

One word as to the proof that they are slaves and do not come as
free immiggcu . On July 13, 1876, [ received from Hon. Hamilton
Fish, then Secretary of State; in repiyto a letter of inqniry addressed
to him by me on the 12th of that month, the following:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
v Washington, D. O., July 13, 1576,

Sie: Your letterof the 12th instant, asking copies of certain papers on file in the

t in relation to contracts with Chinese laborers, has been received. In
mﬁhnvothehonortninchmherdnampyof o dis dated the 19th of No-
vem

1, 1860, from the consul at ITong-Kong, and of the ent's reply thereto,

under date of the 20th of January, 1570, these being, as is believed, the re-
ferred to in your letter. niii: - aie

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

HAMILTON FISH.
Hon. J. K. LUTTRELL, )
House of ives.

Accompanying this was the following correspondence between our

consul at Hong-Kong and the State Department :
UNITED STATES CONSULATE,
Hong-Kong, China, November 19, 1869,

Sim: In view of the great magnitnde which the matter of Chinese emigration

hence to the United States is muman and in view of the fact that parties are

now here making engagements with C inese laborers to be taken to the United

States and there employed for a term of years, I deem it my duty to ask for spe-

cific instructions in this regard.
What itutes a free and voluntary emi t! The act to prohibit the cooly
trade, passed February 19, 1862, provides that the inhabitants or su of China

known as “ eoolies ™ a{n.ll not be transported in American vessels to be dis of
infweignmumﬂm. * * + Tpes any conflict exist in this law? tis a
*‘cooly " as here defined, and what is a free emigrant! * * * Or, to put this
question in a still more can an individual or company come here
and en Chinese to emplo for a term of days, months, or years in the
United States and legally demand of the consul the certificate mntnmﬂnted in the
fourth section of the act aforesaid? * * * Tt is the custom hed by my
immediate predecessor to give to all vessels, without regard to nationality, sailing
hence for ports in the United States with Chinese emigrants, a certified list of
such emigrants. For each certificate to emigrant the consul charged §2.

* Ll L] L4 -

L4

ce of this

-

The great im uestion of emigration, together with the fact that
three-fourths of gyl who leave China will pro! ‘Ii{adapnrt from this port, will I
trust, be deemed sufficient excuse for my lengthy dispateh on this subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

’ C. N. GOULDING,
United States

Hon. HamiLtox FisH,
Beeretary of State, Washington, D, C.

Now follows the substance of the reply of the Acting Secretary of
tate:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 20, 1870,
Sin: I acknowledge the receipt of your dispateh No. 5, of November 19, 1869, in

relation to the cooly emigrants.

1 am not aware tﬂn.t there is any legal definition of the term * cooly.” Its general
signification is understood to be a laborerat servile work, but the term has received
n particular application to the class who have for many years been the subjects of
the commerce known as the cooly trade. :

- - * ® - -

-

The fact that an emigrant embarks under a contract by which he is to reimbuarse
the expenses of his transportation by al services for a period agreed upon,
does not deprive him of the character of a free and voluntary emigrant, if the con-
tract is not vitiated by force or fraud.

The local knowledge and experience of each consul will enable him to prevent
the abuses of the cooly trade without impeding emigration really free and volun-

tary, withont more ¢ instructions.
am, sir, your obedient servant, J. C. B. DAVIS,
Asgistant Secretary.
C. N. GouLpING, - <
United States Hong-Kong, China.

While the letter of Assistant Secretary Davis is not free from am-
bignity, yet it serves our purpose, in this: it discloses the fact that
contracts for servile emigration from China to the United States were
being made. And the evidence taken before the commission referred
to by me discloses the fact that when the Chinese immigrant is landed
on our shores he immediately becomes the property of one or the other
of the “six Chinese companies,” and cannof return to his uative land
withont the consent of his master; and it is hardly necessary to add
that that consent will not be given so long as he continnes to be a
sonrce of profit to his owner. (See testimony of Rev. Otis Gibson,
page 26.)
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Question. Do you kpow npon what terms the Chinese are imported into this
country ! Ts there any sort of contrnet \g which service is pledged for any speci-
fled time, during life, or until the money d?

Answer. I understand the contract to be that they are under obligation to pay
this back out of the first money they get, but in an amount double or treble the
amount advanced for passes. < e - '

Q. Se that even now a Chinaman who has not paid his debts to the various com-
P t go back nunless he is a Christian, or has r sanction ?

A. He must have my name, or that of myomott.g:u issi ies. I supp
there are one thonsand Chinamen in this country who would return to-day if they
conld return on paying the passage-money.

The evidence further shows that a Chinaman cannot return to
China without a permit issued by Rev. Otis Gibson or one of the “six
companies.”

No Chinaman can make a contract for his service. Contraets for
Chinese service are only recognized when made by the company to
which he belongs—one of the * six.”

Now, the fact that he cannot leave our shores without a permit
from his master, and that he has not the control of his personal lib-
erty and cannot dispose of his own time or labor while here, I snbmit
as conclusive evidence that he does not come here a free man; for if
he does come here free, we have a system of slavery organized and
enforced within our own free land, and in the face of our solemn
declarations to the civilized world that “America is free.”

Of the ownership and control of the Chinese women, as well as the
purposes for which they are brought to our country, the evidence is
abundant, overwhelming, and conclusive ; indeed, so strong that no
effort is made by the six companies or their hirelings to deny it, but
poldly flaunt their infamy in the very face of jnstice and decency.
The market price of a Chinese woman is as well known on the Pacifie
coast as that of the horse or mule. The manumitted Chinaman who
nas been so fortunate in his gambling or other speculations as toaccu-
mulate from $£300 to $§500 usually invests his money in a Chinese woman
and lives the life of a Chinese gentleman upon the proceeds of her
prostitution. With others less fortunate it is no uncommon thing for
six, eight, or ten of them to club together, make one common purse,
rurehase a Chinawoman, who becomes the subject of their brutal

ust, prostituted to their kindred and debased wretches of all races,

the proceeds of this debasement divided among them, to be usnally
expended in gambling and debauchery.

now call your attention to the testimony of Rev. A. W. Loomis :

A Qu?atlun. These women engaging in prostitution are nothing more than slaves to
em

Answer. Yes, sir; and & one would go home to-day if she were free and had
herpaaauﬂ Fifhshirifass e women are in a condition of servitude ; some of
them are inveigled away from home by a promise of marriage to men here and
come to be mmdnm wives, while some are stolen. They are sold here.

Q. They are not allowed to release themselves from that situation, are they ?

A, I think they are under the surveillance of men and women so they canmt'fat
away. They would fear being canght and sold again and carried off to a condition
even worse than now.

Q. Are not the laws here used to restrain them from geiting away ; are they not
arrested for crime 1

A, Oh, yes; they will trump up a case, have the woman arrested, and bring
ple to swear what they want. In this way they to get | jon of ﬁﬂr

again.
Q. Have they at any time interfered with the women brought to your mission ?
“ ¥ 5 \?:e have mot at our mission, but I think Mr. Gibson interference
rom them.,
Q,‘Do you know what they do with the women when they become sick and nuse-

less

A. Ido not know. I have seen some on the streets that looked in bad condition
of their being abandoned to die. * * =

Q. Do yon know how they treat these people? ;

A. I nnderstand ireat them very badly; women have come to the home
mﬁmm, marks of violence on their persons. I think their condition is avery

& one.

Q. Then it is & slavery which from the very first destroys body, soul, and every-
thing else?

A Yes, gir. * * »

Q. What wages do Chinamen receive at home, in China?

A. Three, four, or five dollars a month.

3. It has been testified before this ittee that a Chi in China has one
wife and as many concubines as he pleases,
A. A man bas one wife and she is mistress of the family; the children all recog-
nize her as mother and the secondary wives acknowledge her as such. *+ * +
! Qﬁ;ﬁu it‘nol. a fact that in China they destroy the female children in a great many

nstances

A. I understand they do. It is more prevalentin the southern portion of the

country than in the northern. * = *

IA. No. Tz:aym not limited to one wife. They can have as many wives asthey
ease. ¥ i
¢ . Is the weman anything more than a slave to the man ?

. I guess it is about the same in China as it is here. * * *
g. lilaa not money been paid to withdraw prosecutiens against criminals?

- believe so.

. Is it not n well-settled matter that a great many people are held in slavery
he?b—bought and sold ? ™

A. Only the women. I don't think there is a man so held. The women are, as
a general thing, slaves. They are bought or stolen in China and brought here.
They have a sort of agreement, to cover up the slavery business, but it is all a

sham. That paper makes the girl say that she owes you $400 or so, money
and ontfit from China, and has nothing to pay. I being the &rl, this man comes
up and offers to lend me the mo; if 1 will agree to serve him, to pros-

to pay yon
titute my body at his pleasure, wherever ?e shall put me, for four, five, or six
years. For that promise of mine, made on the paper, he hands him the 8400, and
I pay the debt I owe yon according to contrack. It is also put in the contract that
if I am sick n days no account shall be taken of that, but if I am sick more
than that I shall make up double. If I am found to be pregnant within o month
you shall return the money and take me again. If I prove to have epilepsy, lep-
rosy, or am a stone woman, the same thing is done.
these contracts regarded as moral among the people who make them !
tAl'Lweu' there is a certain class of knaves among Chinawen who have no morals
at al
Q?. These contracts are sustained by the great mass of Chinamen here, are they
not
A. I think there is in existence now—there has been—a company of men en-
gaged in this traffic of women; not the six companies, but a gunild, like the Wash-
u:ﬁe(}um(ljnny. They have their rules and theirregulations and they stand by each
other. One of these companies is called the Hip-ye-tong. When a Chinaman runs
away with a woman from one of these brothels and marries her, he is followed by
these companies and asked to pay them her value or look out for the consequences.
It is a common thing for them to nse the processes of our courts to eir in-
terests—their assumed rights. If a woman escapes from a brothel, she is arrested
for some crime, and possession is obtained in that way. Where she marries the
chances are that both man and woman will be , or man be arrested

.and the woman run off to some other place. Sometimes Chinese come to me to get

married. I don't care to marry them and to discourage it I have set m{upﬂca at
§10, whereas the justices’ fees are only 82. They seem to have a sort of indefinite
and unreasonablo idea of on when they come to me.
t.hMr' Piersoy. You the term * stone woman." What do yon understand by

at?

A. I did not know, and asked them. They said it was a woman so natarally dis-
abled that » man not have any intercourse with her.

Mr. Haymosp. Then, so far as the women are concerned, they are in slavery,
with more hard features than have been known to white races !

A. Yea, sir; and even after the term of prostitution service is up the owners so
manage as to bave the women in debt more than ever, so that their slavery becomea

life-long. There is no release from it. )
g. en these people b sick and helpless what b of them ?
. They are left to die. .

. No care taken of them !
. Sometimes; where the women have friends.
. Do not the companies take care of them 1

. Not fi tly. .
b & Troo: th?tthoympntontonthsddwnlktul}io,orin

Q. Itis not a frequent thin
some room withont water or i
A. T have heard of such thin I don't know. I don’t think they are kind, I

think they are very unkind to the sick. Sometimes the women take opiom to kill
themselves. They do not know they have any rights, but think they must keep
their contracts, and believe themselves under obligationa to serve in prostitution.

Q. What is their treatment? Is it

A. They have come to the asylum all bruises. They are beaten, and punished
cruelly if they fail to make money. When they become worn out and unable to
make any more money, they are turned out to die.

I now call your attention to the testimony of Alfred Clark, esq.,
a prominent citizen who has been connected with the city govern-
ment for more than twenty years—pages 63, 69, 70—who testifies as
follows: ¥

The ownership and control of the Chinese women are under the management of
an independent company called the ** Hip-ye-tong.” * * * A Chinaman mar-
ried a woman at Gibson's, and after the marriage received notice that he must p.g
for the woman or be dealt with according to the Chinese custom ; that he woul
suffer personally. * * * Woe arrested several of the Chinamen and got some of
their books whi’v';h we had translated. On the rolls I think there were one hun-
dred and seventy women. * * * TIn relation to the sale of women, in searching
among the papers in the office, I found bills of sale of Chirawomen, written in
Chinese characters, which translated read as follows,

Judge Clark here submitted the following bills of sale, which I
incorporate in my remarks:

AN AGREEMENT TO ASSIST THE WOMAN AH HO.

Becanse coming from China to San Francisco she beeame indebted to her mist-
ress for = Ah Ho herself asks Mr. Yes Kwan to advance for her $630, for
which Ho distinetly agrees to give her body to Mr. Yee for service of prosti-
tution for a term of four years. There shall be no interest on the money. Ho
shall receive now At the expiration of four years, Ah Ho shall be her own

ter. Mr, Yee Kwan shall not hinder or trouble her. If Ah Ho runs away be-

Q. Then no Chinaman can go out of this country without your permission, the
permis-ion of Rev. Otis Gibson, or the permission of the *six companies?”

A. That is the arrang) t with the st iy pany.

This is the testimony of a missionary who spent many years in
China, and is now at the head of a missionary home in San %‘ranciaco.

I now call your attention to the testimony of another divine, who
spent ten years in China as a missionary, and is now at the head of
a Chinese missionary establishment in San Francisco. Page 26, Rev.
Otis Gibson :

Question. So that even now a Chinaman who has not paid his debts to the vari-
ons companies, or is a Christian, cannot go back unless he has your sanction !

Auswer. He must have my name or that of any one of the missionaries. I sup-
mmmor:gmg;d%e mth.iscnm:trzvﬁlm would return to-day if

Q‘: Is there serviuur: 5or§rima];mga gt

oufn Inever heard of it The women are bought and sold. They sell their girls

1 ht- - & W
¥ gﬁm what class is onr Chinese immigration
2. From the lowest class. * * *

Q. Do you know anything about their domestic life here !

A. Thers is very little domestic life here. Almost nonestall. * * *

Q. What are the ideas of marriage in China; are they limited to one wife?

fore her time i3 out, her mistress shall find her and return her, and whatever ex-
pense is ineurred in finding and returning her, Ah Ho shall pay. On this day of
a;.g-eemant. Ah Ho, with her own hands, has received from Mr. Yee Kwan $630. If
Ah Ho shall be sick at any time for more than ten days, she shall make up by an
extra month of service for every ten days' sickness. Now this agreement has
proof ; this paper received by Ah Ho is witness.

TUNG CHEE.
Twelfth year, ninth month, and fourteenth day, (about middle of October, 1873.)
AN AGREEMENT TO ASSIST A YOUNG GIRL NAMED LOI YAU.
she 1 indebted to her mistress for pi o, food, &ec., and bas
nothing to pay, she makes her body over to the wom: Sam, to serve as a
rostitute to make out the sum of §503. The mme{.m draw no interest, and
i Yau shall serve four and one-half years, On this day of agreement, Loi Yan
receives the sum of £503 in her own hands. When the time is out, Loi Yan may be
her own master, and no man shall trouble her. If she runs away before the time is
out, and any expense ia_incurred in c&whinE her, then Loi Yaun mmtgnhy, the ex-
se. If she is sick fifteen days or more, she shall make up one mon r eVEery
teen da HSzBmahnugobukahluthanLni an shall serve another
party till{:-r time is out; if, in such service, she should be sick one_hundred days
or more, and cannot be mreﬁ. she may return to Sep Sam’s place. For a proof of
this agreamenithis per.
Dated secon month of the present year.

T

LOI YAU.

4339
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Mr. Clark further testifies as follows:

Prostitution is carried on under just such contracts as these. We got the con-
tracts irom Chinawomen brought in.

James H. Bovee, esq., an official of the county and city of San
Francisco, and a resident thereof for the past twenty-five years, tes-
tities as follows:

The Chima:oiI will swear to anything. I donot think they have any regard for
our oaths at all.
uestion. Are these prostitutes bought and sold and held in bondage 1
inawer. Yes; that has nlw:ya bee:gme{ i
g: How do they treat their sick and helpless ?
1 have seen them out on the street and on the side-walk and I have
seen them put into little rooms without light, bedding, There they were

, OF
left to die.
i. What opportunities have these women to escape, if they should desire
. 1 don't see that they have any at all, for, where a woman escapes, a reward is
offered ?d she is brought back. {th they can get her in no other way they use
courts.
on& ‘What pr:})urﬁon of the Chinese are law-breakers and breakers of the ordi-

nances of the city ! -

A. I thtk nearly the whole Chinese population, from the biggest merchant down
to the lowest t‘l_l‘ilef. Several j‘iam ago I know that their head merchants were
1 A h

P g ng-l 1 of prostitution.
I now call your attention to the testimony of Ah Chung, page 109.

i:iaﬁom_ Do you know who own these Chinese prostitutes
wer. Wong Woon, An Geo, Bi Chee, and Wong Fook Soi.

Where do they get them

They buy them in China and bring them here.
% What do they give for them in China ?

. About §150.

‘What are they worth here !

Some nipe hundred and some eight hundred dollars.
i l%oﬂm buy and sell girls in China !

‘@8, gir,

» L . . . - .
Q. What do the Chinamen do with anybody who testifies in court against the

omen !
wA. An ‘Wong Woon, and Ah Fook put up money to kill him,

Q.‘Do you w whether any paper is ever put up oiaring money to kill China-
men

o Haw t{m{hthmmadmkm if you testify !
5 Ve the, rea 18
| Ven TamaNeto steed - ¢ )
iwhn.tmyoudnidoﬂ

Afraid shoot me.

Do you know of anybody being killed ?

. Yes.
‘What for ?
. One boy he testify against women, and they kill him with a knife.

I also call your attention to the testimony of Ah Gow:
g::sﬂon. To what company do you belong ¥
wer. Ning-yeung.

Q. Do you knoew an g about threats made against Chinamen for testifying in
the American courts
A. An Geo, Bi Chee, and Wong Woon say they shoot me.
. What for 1
They say I pick out prostitutes in court.
2. %my:irus tness now |
11).’0 a‘;'t.hmatentoahwtywi.tyoutauthemtht
‘s, ir. i
?. Do you know anything about notices being posted up offering rewards for
killing men
A. Yes. Ihave JBeen tlaam.. i . 4 .
Q. ghan they are sick and going to die, do they put-them on the street !

A, §
g. Do these people who own women whip them 1
. The boss women whip them all the .

I now call your attention to the testimony of Lem Schaum, pages
135, 136,137, 138, I will add that I have known this Chinaman for
many years. He is one of the most intelligent and truthful of his
race that I have ever met. He is a member of Rev. Dr. Loomis’s
church.

Question. Do you know how these bad women are bronght here ! :

Answer, They are stolen and bought in China, and brought here and bought, the
EAmME a8 We b:ﬁimd sell stock.

Q. ‘%hei:n?o tion is a very horrible one, then 1

A. T,

D:;ou know how they are treated
Yea, &ir; tha:&urﬂeu who own them generally treat them pretty roughly. If
they dm.ﬂ go ahead and makg money thtz owners wy.l give the:n a good D ing.

Q. Is it not very common when those women

to get & for the e who
ov?tbemtohawthnmmutadfurhmmyand g?otmﬁnrll PovE

Yes, sir.
i. %hey are held by fear of punishment if they try to escape?

Q). Thereare cases where Chinamen have cut them all to pieces with knives for
running away, are there not?
A. I have never seen any, but this is what I have heard.
2-.- They torture them 1
Yes, sir.

! Iiiroth buy and sell these women here 1
¢ And hold them in slavery 1

. Exactly.

Mr, S?ea.ker, I might refer to the testimony of a great others,
many of whom are among the best citizens of the Btate which I in
part represent. I will, however, call your attention to the teshmo‘gi
of Hon. William J. Shaw, a gentleman of culture, who has oceupi
some of the highest positions within the gift of the people of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Shaw has traveled extensively in foreign countries, and
has had opportunities to study the characteristics of the Chinese in

their native country as well as in California. On page 16 he testifies
as follows: ‘

Prostitation in China is mot MDIEIT'I\G& & % % Thecon-
dition of the lower classes is as near, as I should think, that of the brutes as an
human exhibition can be found anywhere in human society. * * * Anditis
considered no disgrace for a husband to have as many more women in the house
as he can support. They are his conen * & ' =  The Chinese are
filthy to a egee almost beyond belief. I have seen tricks perpe in the
streets of the tty of Pekin, China, that would only be tolerated in the brutes of
a civilized country. Lz w * The Chinese women that come here are of
the lowest kind, and are, as a rule, prostitutes, = =+ =«

Then a man could have his wife here and bring over a dozen concubines and
let them out for the purpese of prostitution I
A. I suppose there would be no domestic difficulties about it.
g. INt_wuﬂd not be opposed to any moral ideas the Chinese have |
. No, sir.

I will now call your attention to the testimony of one other, whose
reputation is not only national, but extends to every part of the
civilized world. I refer to Bayard Taylor. In a book published by
him in 1855, entitled “India, China, and Japan,” he writes as follows:

It is my deliberate opinion that the Chinese are morally tho most debased people
on the face of the earth. Forma of vice which in other countries are barely named
are in China so common that thegemwlla no comment among the natives, They
ccostitute the surface level, and below them are deeps and deeps of depravity so
shocking and horrible that their character cannot even be l.1imm£s There are some
dark shadows in human natare which we naturally shrink from penetrating, and I
made no attempt to collect information of this kind; but there was enoug] the
thinufu which I eonld not avoid seeing and hearing, which are brought almost daily
to the notice of every foreign resident, to inspire me with a powerful aversion to
the Chinese race. eir touch is pollution, and, harsh as eoj»lninnmgmm,
Justice to our own race demands that they should not be allowed to settle on our
goil. Scienco may havo lost something, but mankind has gained, by the exclusive
policy which has governed China during the past century.

Volumes might be added to this evidence. Testimony was taken
by the California senatorial commission, too revolting for publication,
as stated in the report. Of the lesser erimes, and they are sometimes
pleased to term thém Mongolian eccentricities, I might add hundreds
of pages of testimony; for instance, the killing or drowning of their
fi ¢ infants, as kittens are somefimes killed to get rid of them,
(see testimony of Hon, Charles Wolcott Brooks, who has spent many
years in China and Japan, and has been for the last sixieen years
agent for the Japanese government in the city of San Francisco,
page 35:) :

nestion. How does the condition of the Chinese in this city compare with that
of the Chinese at home 1

Answer. I have been very little in the Chinese quarters here, but I know it is
filthy indeed, and that they are very much overcrowded. They live in a filthy con-
dition here and in a filthy condition at home. The hnildin% here are crowded
pretty much as they are at home. Buildings once ml.n%lied by Chinese are unfit for
white ocen .~ The alleys are terribly filthy. es would not care to go en
those streets or look into the alleys.

Isthug?nhﬁnn ing or decreasing 1 .
%.Ithin it has been lately, cansed, in a great measure, by the scarc-
ity of women. They drown their as we drown kittens.
Is the killin female children a universal practice I

. Itis among the lower classes. Nothing is thought of drowning a female child,
It is rather like drowning kittens when we have more than we want. The result
ia there is a great pre erance of men, and the population cannot as rap-
idly as it otherwise would.

Can we conceive of anything more infamous? Is there a patriotic
American to-day that is willing to encourage the immigration to our
shores of a class of people so degraded and go infamous and brutal as
the mass of the Chinese are shown to be by the testimony referred to ?

Mr. Speaker, I am ogpoaed to maltreating or in any way mistreat-
ing those who came here under the present treaty, but I am also
opposed to any further immigration of Chinese to our shores. I be-
lieve with Bayard Taylor that “ justice to our own race demands that
they should not be allowed to settle on our soil.”

’I{:eir killing for debt, the universal habit of stealing, of hiring to
kill, inveterate g]a:.mhling, and thousands of other vices are the nat-
ural results of a heathen education, of which it is nunnecessary to go
into detail.

We are sometimes told that the Chinese immigration has ceased.
Such is not the case. The facts warrant no such assertion. We learn
from reliable sources of recent date that the last steamer that arrived
at the port of S8an Francisco from China brought nine hundred and
sixty-eight of these Mongolian slaves, four hundred of whom were
consigned for the Pernvian market and one hundred and fifty to a
dairy firm in the State of New York, to compete with the free labor-
ing men and women of the Empire State.

. Speaker, we demand at your hands such legislation as will pro-
tect the laboring interests of our State and country; and unless yon
give to our paop%e this protection we will be forced to the last alter-
native left to a free people. There is a maxim that “ self-preserva-
tion is the first law of our beinﬁ;:‘ I know the people of my State.
They are brave and generous. ey will commit no overt act unless
forced to do so by the inexorable laws of self-preservation. We con-
tribute to the support of the National Government, and we expect
and demand that the Government shall protect those of its citizens
who contribute to its supgort. We demand such legislation at your
hands as will protect the free laborer from competition with cooly or
slave labor. We demand that the morals of our fair cities, towns,
and communities shall not be polluted, tainted, and corru by the
introdnetion in our midst of a race whose very touch is polluting and
de, ing to every locality which they inhabit.

e several bills or measures are before you. We leave to your
good judgment the duty of enacting such measures as may accom-
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plish our object. I believe that the first step to be taken by Congress
should be the passage of the joint resolution reported by the com-
mittee requesting the treaty-making power of our Government to
modify or abrogate the Chinese or Burlingame treaty. Take this
initiatory step, striking at the root of the evil, and the result will be
to check the further immigration of the Chinese coolies to our shores.
The next step, amend the law as provided by House bill No. 3230, so as
to prevent the making of contracts for the employment of cooly Iabor.
There are several bills now pending before the House, all of which
propose *o relieve the laboring classes from competition with cooly
or slave labor. I propose to leave it to the judgment of the
House to select such bill or measure as will meet the wants of the
people. My sole object is to secure legislation for the protection of
the laboring interests of my State; and I will give my earnest and
hearty support to any measure that will give the relief so much
desired by the people of all classes in my State.

Mr, Speaker, I cannot close my remarks withont referring to the
document %:biished by the Senate, and circulated in this House, pur-
porting to be a speech delivered before the committees of the Senate
and House by the attorney for the Chinese. He goes out of his wa;
to denounce all who oppose Chinese immigration as ontlaws an
rioters. Thisunwarrantable attack on the citizens of California was
uncalled for, and when he made it he knew that every word he uttered
was totally devoid of trnth. Our governor, ex-governors, judiciary,
Federal and State, county and municipal officers, as well as the clergy
of all denominations, unite with the great mass of the people in oppos-
ing Chinese immigration.

ﬁ‘he neral association of Con ional churches and ministers
in California at their sessisn last October adopted the following reso-

utions:

Resolved, That we, the pastors and de tes of the Con ational churches in
California, earnestly de te and ung edly condemn all illegal measures and
mob “ ontng;z:‘npan @ Chinese in oor Land.

Resolyed, we earnestly recommend to the churches and all good men most
zealous and gferwvurlng efforts to evangelize those who are and may be among us.

Resolved, That we express it as our conviction that the Burlingame treaty ought
to be so modified, and such other just measures be ado; by the General (o
ment, as shall restrict Chinese immigration, and shall espeeially prevent the im-

portation of Chinese prostitutes, and so relieve us from impending peril to our
republican and Christian institutions.

Imight alsoadd the testimony of such eminent divines ns Archbishop
Alemeny, Rev, Father Gallagher, of the Catholie ¢hurch; Rev. Dr.
Bonte, of the Episcopal church; Revs, O. P. Fitzgerald and M. C.
Briggs, of the Methodist church, as well as ministers of every denomi-
nation ; but I feel that this is sufficient to refute the unwarrantable
charges made by the advocate of the Chinese companies. He de-
nounces our mechanics and workingmen as ignorant foreigners and
ruffians. I hurl back the charge as ounly fit to emanate from one who
has never felt one spark of generons sympathy in common with the
great mass of laboring people of the country. I will say to the at-
torney, and I thank for it, that I know of no mechanic or labor-
ing-man in my State who is so destitute of the noble instinets of pure
manhood as to accept a fee to advocate the cause of Chinese prosti-
tution and slave labor, to the prejudice of good government, good
morals, and free labor. However, I remember that Judas Iscariot
betrayed the meek and lowly Jesus for money ; and so it will ever be;
until the end of time there will be Judases,

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the mechanics and workingiman of my
State. They are men who love ﬁovamment, who love our in-
stitutions, who work and battle for the cause of free labor. They
are men of warm hearts and gﬁnerous impulses, men of t souls—
“the mnoblest work of God,” honest men. I thank God that I was
reared to toil, to earn my living “in the sweat of my face.” It has
enabled me to feel, understand, and appreciate the wants, neces-
sities, and hardships of the workingman and laboring poor. My very
heart and soul go ouf in sympathy to the toiling masses of my coun-

men. 8ir, these laboring-men of California went out from their
homes but a few short years ago. They went forth in their youth to
a wild, unknown land. They return to you to-day as men. e point
with manly pride to our Pacific coast possessions; to the great im-
provements and developments that we have made in that country;
to the great forests we have leveled; to the great cities that we have
reared ; to the more than a thonsand millions of taxable property that
we have added to the wealth of the Government; to the two thou-
sand millions of gold and silver that we have taken from the earth
and added to the commerce of the world, that gave stability to our
national Treasury in the times of peril to our country. We point to
the thousands of mines of precious metals which we have davalogad
and are still turning out millions daily to enrich the country. We
point to the thonsands of miles of railroads which we have built;
to the millions of revenue which we have added to the Treasury of
the conntry. We point with manly pride to our commerce and to
our ships whose sails whiten every sea; to our manufactures and our
public institutions; to our schoorga and onr colleges; to the tens of
$housands of our happy fiomes and the glad hearts that dwell within
them. We point to our rich and fertile valleys, that furnish bread for
millions of every land ; to our vine-clad hills; to our rich pastures,
with herds and flocks of the purest blood ; to everything that goes
to make a people happy and a country great.

This, sir, is the handiwork of your sons who crossed the Rocky
Mountains twenty-five years ago. But in the noonday of our pros-

Vern-

ity and happiness, when the sun was shining brightest, a dark
m?appeamg in the western horizon, like the gEgyg;.inn plague of
old. It wrapsits dark mantle all over our bright and happy land,
stifling the energies of a free people, oppressing the free laborer, a
stain upon morals and free government, thwarting the energies
of the mechaniec, a curse and a blight to the youth of the land, a
curse to society and to the faith and teachings of our fathers. Sir,
“no hell were worse.” It is within the power of the Government to
remove this terrible blight and again restore us to prosperity and
contentment. Yon can do this by abrogating the Burlingame treaty
and protecting the free laboring men and women of our common country
from the evil effects of slavery. Do this and millions of prayers will
ascend to Him on high for the preservation of those who have heeded
the petitions and demands of the working men and women of onr
country.

: NORTHERN CLAIMS VS. SOUTHERN CLAIMS,

Mr. DIBRELL. Mr. Speaker, the many m:i‘ ust charges that have
been brought against the people of the South during the present Con-
gress in regard to the claims of the loyal citizens of the Sounth, and
the cha that southern members of Congress are making raids npon
the public Treasury by introducing bills for the payment of these
claims, demand an explanation at the hands of every member who
has introduced any of these bills, not only to refute the false charge
that we are making or contemplate any raids upon the Treasury,
but toshow that the South is not asking the one-tenth from the pub-
lic Treasury that the North is, and that not a single claim has Eeen
allowed or recommended for allowance by the democratic Congress
but for persons whose claims have been abundantly proven just and
the individual claimant proven loyal to the United States during the
late rebellion, notwithstanding these facts are well known to every
member of Congress or should be known to them.

We find quite a number of gentlemen 2ﬂon thisfloor who aspire to
be leaders of their party, in the face of all of these fa.etshhave pub-
lished and sent ont to the people of the conntry speeches by the
thousand characterizing these claims as “rebel claims,” “raids upon
the Treasury,” “southern claims,” &e., thereby trying to create the
belief in the minds of the people of the North that the people of the
South who were engaged in the rebellion are asking Elay for the loss
of their property. And the very men engaged in retailing these vile
slanders upon the people of the South know that not a single case of
that kind has been allowed by the democratic Congress, and I doubt
if a single one of that class has apfalied for pay for property taken.

The act of Congress of July 4, 1864, and various su uent acts

rovide that all loyal citizens of the Southern SBtates should be paid
or all property taken and used by the United States Army, The
resolution adopted by the Forty-fourth Congress as introduced by
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HUNTER] and the one offered by
the same gentleman during the present Congress each provide that
the Government shall pa{ for the property taken and used by the
United States Army from loyal citizens.

Notwithstanding these acts of Congress and these resolutions we
find these distingnished gentlemen engaged in this nefarious business
of declaring (in effect) that every claim from the South is a “rebel
claim,” and is a raid on the Treasury. I allude especially to the
speech of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. HANNA,] printed in the
RECORD, paie 2319, and the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. HAYES,]

rinted in the RECORD, nge 3049. The former gentleman, [Mr.

ANNA,] in his great zeal to excel all others in magnifying these
claims to as large an amount as possible, has shown his capacity for
inventions in a manner not creditable to a man who wants to do the
fair thing and does not want to misrepresent. He well knew that
none of the heresy charﬁed by him upon the people of the South was
troe; and that hissole object was to fan the flames of sectional hatred
that he may ride into place upon that issune.

In order to magnify his list of claims as much as possible he takes
one bill I introdnced to pay fifty-four citizens and parades it to the
country as fifty-four separate bills. These claims were all allowed
by a military commission assembled by order of General George H.
Thomas, of which Colonel Gilbert of the Nineteenth Michigan Vol-
unteers was president, and every one of the claimants proved their
claims and their loyalty before that commission in 1864 ; and the}:;y-
ment of their claims was recommended by a unanimous report from
the Committee on War Claims in the Forty-fourth Congress. The
records, proofs, and everything to prove the justness of their claims
and their loyalty as proven before that commission is on file in this
cil;);{ and the whole cﬁ'aim is only abont $6,000.

other places he lists the bill introduced and then lists it again
when reported by a committee. Healsoc the South with raid-
ing on the Treasury upon every bill introduced by a sonthern member
for Union soldiers as well as for any others. And the gltmtleman from
Illinois [ Mr. HAYES] goes even further than the gentleman from In-
diana and prints as a part of his speech an extract from that unrelia-
ble and untrnthful paper, the New York Tribune, (and I sutpﬁmaa by
adopling it as a part of his speech indorses it,) a long list of bills in-

uced by southern members, and attempts to create the impression
that they are rebel claims. And among them are many bills to pen-
sion Union soldiers, and among them is one I introdnced to amend
the internal-revenue laws, and various other bills as foreign to rebel
claims as the gentleman is to being a patriot. And this class of
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hes is lu.r%ely circulated hout the North in order to make

e good Eeop e of the North believe that the democratic party
intend to break up the Government swith these ‘southern claims—
claims due only to the people of the South who remained true to the
Union during our late civil war. And I am sorry to see that a few of
our northern democratic members are as afraid of these claims as
some republicans are; that both are willing to repudiate the several

acts of Con, and all the pledges made during the war to the loyal
men of the South that they should be paid for all supplies they fur-
nished the Union Army.

One of the bills introduced by me and paraded as a rebel claim is
that of Colonel William Clift, of Tennessee, who was a colonel in the
Union Army, and recruited as many men from Tennessee into that
Army asany man from that State, and remained with it to the last, and
is now over eighty years of age and still these patriotic gentlemen
will deny this gld soldier justice becaunse he lives in the South, and
his just demand for property is stigmatized as a rebel raid on the
Treasury. Such treatment is appreciated by the loyal men of the
South—men who know what loyalty means.

The list of sonthern claims mentioned in the speech of
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HANNA] adds up...... $4,728, 558

Of this amount the following should be deducted :

Bills introduced for parties in the Northern

Braten: =5l S DL S I S 6TR 800
Unknown logalities 2. oo coioilioin lualds Ll 336, 537
—_— 1,059,346
_ Amount of bills for sonthern citizens ................... 3, 669, 212

Now, I want the House to compare this with the amonnt of bills
introduced by northern members and for northern citizeus, and then
see who is raiding the Treasury, while the most the gentlemen
with their inventive minds can bring as southern claims, all of which
is for loyal persons,or never paid, is only about three and a half
million dollars. And if that is Eomﬁ to bankrupt the Government,
what wonld become of it if all the bills introduced by the gentlemen
representing northern States and mentioned in detail by my friend
from Mississippi, [Mr, MONBY,} as put‘l.]vllishad in the Rnﬁ.‘.onn, or;

2323, were , amount in the aggregate to the sum o
glzg&i,m,m.l:i,m varions l;%her bills not i%?:ludad by him in
his estimate? Would the Treasury be able to pay them, and break
at three and one-half millions southern claims? And gentlemen
know that not one in ten of the bills infrodnced pass.

Let us recapitulate and see how the thing stands as between the
North and the South in r:fnrd to raids on the . Take the
estimates of my friend [ Mr. MoNEY] for the amount required by the
bills introdu by northern members, namely. .. $1,569, 122,035 13
To which add the northern claims listed in Mr.

B T DO e s A o aa s o e o 672, 809 00
Unknown claims listed by Mr, HANNA .« .cee.nnn . 386, 537 00
Claims before Committee on Military Affairs by

officers and others, say, at least ............... 1, 000, 000 00
Estimate of Paymaster-General to equalize boun-

R ] o o B e R S o o B A A e L o e e 100, 000, 000 00
Estimated cost of paying bounties, clerical hire,

interest on money, &C., BAY --ccvescercasrnanes 100, 000,.000 00

Grand total of northern claims............ 1,771,181,381 13
From which deduct the southern claims in Mr.
A R B o e = i s e v e = 3, 669,212 00

Excess of northern claims over southern -
ST g SR e n s S R 1,767,512,169 13

Now, will the honest people of the North be humbugged by such
gpeeches as those referred to, under such circumstances. Let them
read and reflect. To prove my estimates in regard to what the bounty
bill will cost, I append a letter from the Paymaster-General of the
United States Army, which is as follows, to wit:

Wan DEPARTMENT,
PAYMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, April 27, 1878,

Sm: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday,
saying: " Considering the various bounty bills betore Cnnie:ro%. I desire to know
your opinion as to the cost of the bill allowi:(‘; bounties of } per month to all
soldiers, deducting former bounties received. Please give me your best impres.
sion as to the cost.” 3

As you do not name xmr of the various bills before Congress, I will base my reply
on Mr. Taorxsunea's bill, (H. R. No. 380,) introduced October 29, 1877. I inclose
herewith a mp{y of that bill, and the following was my estimate made, after mature
consideration, in aletter of March 20, 1876, to the ehairman of the Military Commit-
tee of the House concerning the same propositions introduced by Mr. THORNBURGH
at that session, namely : it proposes (stated in brief) to equalize bounties by givin
eight and one-third dollars per month to each enlisted man who faithfally serv

ture, deducting one-fourth for that item. I believe that this bill if it becomes a law
wI ha\:: tl;:n ;nc:gtrm?&ymrgmﬁuﬂy ur obedient servant,
e BENJ. ALVORD,

Hon. G. G. DipRELL, !

Of Military Committee, House of Representatives.

Now I venture the assertion that both of these gentlemen who are so
zealously guarding the public Treasury, who claim that the three and a
half millions of southern claims will bankrupt the Treasury, will vote
for this bounty bill that proposes to sweep one hundred millions out
of the Treasury at one dash. And what will that bill cost in addi-
tion? We have no surplus money, and thissum is to be raised either
by increasing the rate of taxation or by borrowing; and if by bor-
rowing, then the interest upon the money, the additional clerical force
and other expenses for the ten years that the Paymaster-Genera
says it will require to an the bounties, we may reasonably say
will donble the cost of the bounties. And if the bill passes it ma
also be supposed that one-fourth of each claim will go into the han
of claim agents, attorneys, and others, thus giving these agents
$25,000,000 to get §75,000,000 to the soldiers ; all to be paid for by the
tax-payers of the country.

If any gentleman says that this part of my remarks is made in
opposition to the Union soldier I here demounce such statement as
false and slanderous. It is only made for the truth of history, and
that the counftry may see and know what becomes of the taxes daily
wring from them and who are the wateh-dogs of the Treasury. One
of those gentlemen [Mr. HANNA] on one of our appropriation bills
made a most vigorous fight against abolishing certain pension agen-
cies by which it was said the Government would save largely over
$200,000 annually. Was this done in the interest of economy, or was
it because it abolished the office of his law partner or brother-in-law ?

Mr. Speaker, I seldom take up the time of the House in the discus-
sions that consume so much of our valuable time, but I feel that it
is my duty to vindicate the people of the Sonth from the false charges
made against them, that they are seeking money from the Treasury
contrary to law, and to appeal to gentlemen for justice to that large
class of my constituents and of the people of the Bouth who re-
mained loyal to the Union and contributed their property freely to
the support of the Union ArmK while in their midst. ny of them
gave up everything, even their lives, for the cause they believed right,
and now they and their descendants are appealing to onFrem to com-
E)y with the IYmruisma made them that if they were loyal they should

paid for all supplies. And in the face of their solemn oaths their
roof of good and reliable witnessess, of their services in the Union
grmy, they are denied their %ay and their claims paraded to the
world as “ rebel claims ;” and by this charge they and all their wit-
nesses are cha witfl perjury. They are indirectly told, because
they lived in the South their property was common; that we will
;gnom all the pmmiaea of protection, all 'pa{sfor supplies, and repu-
1ate their elaims in foto. Is this right it justice to the loyal
people of the South, or is it honest? If you start the doctrine of re-
diation on the part of the Government against its citizens, then
ggu must not complain if the Government in turn reaps the reward
of the doctrine of repudiation of her just and legal obligations to her
own citizens. This doetrine of repndiation, as urged by the enemies
of these southern claims, is not sanctioned by the gallant Union sol-
diers of the North, nor by the honest masses of the northern people,
but are only preached by the demagogne who seeks toride into power
upon false issues and sectional animosities.

So long as I am entitled to a seat upon this floor it shall be my

pleasure, as well as my duty, to present and advoeate all the just

claims of my constitnents who shall demand this of me, regardless
of the wishes of those who so bitterly denounce their claims.
VIRGINIA MILITARY DISTRICT IN OHIO.
Mr. DICKEY addressed the House on the following bill: [His

remarks will appear in the Appendix.]

A bill (H. R. No, 4355) to construe and define ** An act to cede to the State of Ohio
the unsold lands in the Virginia military district in said State,” approved Feb-
ruary 18, 1871,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the act ceding to the State of Ohio the lands
remaining * unsurveyed and unsold " in the Virginia military district in the State
of Ohio had no reference to lands which were included in any survey or mil;{
within said district founded npon military warrant or warrants upon continen
establishment; and the trne intent and meaning of said act was to cede to the
State of Ohio only such lands as were unappropriated, and not included in ar?-
survey or entry within said district, which survey or entry was founded npon mill-

warrant or warrants upon continental establishment.

Skc. 2. That all surv
entries made on or

s returned to the land office on or before March 3, 1857, on
'ore Jannary 1, 1852, and founded on unsatisfied Virginia

between the 12th of April, 1861, and the 9th of Llaly, 1865, and in puting the
same there shall be deduneted therefrom any and all bounties already paid under
the provisions of any United States or State laws. The element difficult to arrive
at will be to nscertain the amount each soldier received from State bounties. Such
delays and difficolties in obtaining that information will, T predict, be encountered
that the law would soon have to be amended ; and after that is done it wonld take
ten to execute it.

The lowest estimate yet made for the equalization of bounties is that of the
Second Comptroller, dated the 15th of th\'ml.my 1874, for §101,947,825,
From this the amount of State bounties, if they could be arrived at, wonld have to
be deducted. If that clause is omitted 5100, ,000 is necessary. But as a conjec-

mili continental warrants, are hereby declared valid.

Sec. 3. That the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line. on continental estal-
lish t, their beirs or u::lﬁu;, entitled to bounty lands, which have on or before
{s;nﬂ 1, 1852, been ent within the tract reserved by Virginia, between the

ttle

liami and Scioto Ri for satisfying the le;,:la] bounties to her officers and
soldiers upon continental establishment, shall be sllowed three vears from and
after the of this act to make and return their surveys for record to the
office of the principal surveyor of said district, and may file their plats and cer-
tificates, warrants, or certified copies of warrants, at the General Land Dffice, and
receive patents for the same.

IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.
Mr. ROBERTSON. Mr. Speaker, never before in its history has
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the Mississippi River fi 80 prominently in the fields of legisla-
tion, science, and popular discussion, as to-day. It isa great natural
snd national highway of commerce, but has for years been over-
shadowed by railroads, the artificial highways controlled by private
corporations. The people have become weary of paying tribute to
these corporations and insist u%on cheap transportation, parficularly
when the General Government has the legal control of the t river
and its tribotaries, which alone can relieve their annual products
from excessive rates. It is not overproduction which is the cause of
" the present business depression, but it is in a large degree overtaxa-

tion of the producers Iin the shape of costly transportation that
tends to check commercial exchanges and the industries of the coun-
try. It retards the advance of eivilization and prosperity.

It is becanse the general public see in the Mississippi River system
a remedy for these ills that the question of river improvement is so
prominently before the present :;ﬂma. ’ ; 1

But improved navigation is not only question of national im-
portance which attaches to the Mississippi and claims the attention
of the National Legislature, The richest and most productive lands
of the whole country are the alluvial lands in the States along the
Lower Mississippi. Their reclamation, and protection, is demanded in
the interest of public economy, as well as justice to the people whose
rights of property are imperiled by a highway controlled by the Gen-
eral Government and used by the commerce of many other States.
It is, therefore, a national work.

For the solution of these two questions, improved navigation and
reclamation of allnvial lands, there are five pending theories or plans:

First. Itis proposed to improve the navigation between Saint Louis
and the Gulf Ey use of jetties which wonld malke the river of uniform
width and thereby cause it to scour ouf and deepen the channel, It
is claimed that this plan would result in lowering the surface, or flood
line, and themb{ protect from overflow the alluvial lands. It also
seeks to close all outlets.

Second. Another plan contemplates the drai and reclamation
of the alluvial lands by a system of outlets which would divide the
great river into several lesser streams.

Third, It is proposed to cuf awsme bars which obstruct naviga-
tion by building a wall across the of the river at its mouth suffi-
ciently high to shut ont the action of the gulf waves, and yef leave
over its top a sufficient depth of navigation and a free outlet for the
river current. It is claimed that this plan will prevent the formation
of bars and will tend to deepen the channel of the river above.

Fourth. Another plan contemplates the construction of an entire
new line of levees a mile or more back from the present ones. It
seeks simply the reclamation of alluvial lands.

Fifth. Still another plan is to repair the present levee system, close
all the outlets, and where the curves of tﬂw river bring the banks
into an angle with the current from above, and thereby subject them
to impingement and caving, to build revetments or wing-dams to
turn aside the current. It 18 claimed for this plan that it will not
only protect the alluvial lands but will operate similarly to jetties in
deepening and permanenfly locating the channel of the river and
improving navigation.

There are also three other plans which I omitted from the above
list for the reason they are not pending at the present time. They are
the cut-off plan, which consists of cutting off bends of the river and
thereby straightening its course ; the diversion of tributaries, which
consists of turning aside the course of some of the tributaries of the
Lower Mississippi, like the Red River, for instance, so it may flow
directly into the Gulf instead of the iﬁssissippi; and the reservoir

lan, which requires a series of lakes at the sources of the Mississippi,
E[isaouri, Yellowstone, and other tributaries to gather up a sufficient

uantity of the surplus water in flood time and reserve it to add to
ll&ts current of the river in seasons of low water.

All of the first five plans are advoeated at the present time, and all
attach to the Lower Mississippi, whieh is the embodiment, and, as has
appropriately been termed, the trunk line, of the whole Mississippi
River system, which intersects eighteen States and two Territories
and has over fourteen thousand miles of present navigation. These
theories involve questions of fact about which there is a dispute and
questions of science concerning which eminent engineers disagree.
They are then more appropriate for investigation by a commission of
engineers than for discussion in a body ﬂu.mly legislative, but it is
for us to determine the subjeet-matter which it shall be the duty of
the commission of experts to consider and upon which they must
report for our further action. If we place an improper restriction
upon their investigations, their report must necessarily be one-sided.
If we direct them to consider simply the question of river improve-
ment, we must not be surprised if the property rights in alluvial lands
are sacrificed. If we direct them to determine simply the question of
reclamation, it will not be their fault if they ignore the great river
and divide and subdivide it into a thousand and one little streams, fit
only for purposes of drainage.

I, for one, will never help nullify the evident intentions of nature,
which are that the surplus products of the great Mississippi Valley
shall float down the river highway to the seaboard. The river is
one of the noblest works of nature, and it wonld be but vandalism
to diffuse its waters. Nor will I ever consent that necessary repairs
to this commercial highway used by so many States be neglected,
valnable property along the way be left to overflow and devastation,

spective measures

and even the lives of t.l::(a)geo le dwelling in the lowlands be imper-
iled by the merciless flood. am, therefore, in favor of a eommis-
sion whose duty it shall be to consider all questions of science and
fact appertaining to the river between Saint Louis and the Gulf.

It may be urged that the Upper Mississippi and its nayigable trib-
utaries are entitled to repairs as well as the Lower Mississippi. I
admit their claims and would gladly support any comprehensive bill
which would provide for the improvement of the whole Mississippi
system intersecting all parts of the great valley. Such a plan would
be in harmony with the spirit of the national convention which
assembled at Saint Paul in the autumn of last year to consider the
interests of the water-ways of the whole valley. The result of their
deliberations was to give equal prominence to the interests of the
Upper and Lower Mississippi and the improvement of navigation
as well as protection of lands subject to overflow. . All conflicting
theories were adjusted and a plan for united and harmonious action
decided upon.

But the various ies in interest who have advocated their re-
ore the present Congress have seen fit to work
independently of each other, and the river interests have been divided
into numerous bills and referred to different committees.

It is, however, impossible to consider or discuss the guestion of
improvement of the Lower Mississippi, except in conneetion with the
whole comprehensive river system, for it is a eoncentration and con-
summation of the whole net-work of water-ways, and is used by the
commerce of the Upper Mississippi and its tributaries, the Missouri
and its tributaries, the Ohio and the lesser rivers which pay tribute
to it, the Tennessee, Cumberland, Arka Red, and many other
navigable rivers, It is, therefore, the portion of greatest. interest
and importance to the nation. How important it is as o national
highway of commerce, and how essential it is to the welfare of the
people that it be kept in good repair, can be understood and appre-
ciated only by a comparison of the amount of inland and foreign
commerce, the staple %m)ducts of the Mississippi Valley with similar
products of the rest of the United States, and the rates of transporta-
tion by river and by rail.

On the sabject of inland and foreign commerce I quote from the
introduction of that very useful book, the first Annual Report on
Internal Commerce, published last as a part of the annual
official report of the United States Bureau of Statistics:

The relative importance of internal and of foreign commerce may be inferred
from the following comparative statements :

Estimated value of shipping (American and foreign) employed in our
formetgn Semdei i) L0t L L L L B L e bl
Estimated value of railroads of the United States...................

The value of the commodities embraced in our fereign commerce, and the esti-
mated value of commodities transported on railroads are as follows:

Valne of imports and exporta, (foreign commerce).................. §1, 121, 634, 277
Estimated value of commodities transported on rail, (internal com-
BOBROR] S i s i s o ddnt s s b AT o, o any sl L bR s Anp s s pranevsasnsdssenei i Q0D Q0N 000

It appears from these estimates that the value of the railroads of the country is
about twenty-three times the value of the shipping engaged in our foreign trade,
and that the valuoe of our internal commerce on railroads is about sixteen tirues the
value of our foreign commerce.

1t is to be observed that these parative
entire foreign commerce, whereas the data in rd to internal commerce relate
only to railroads. If it were possible to ascer the value of the commerce be-
tween the different sections of the country, on the ocean and and on the lakes,
rivers, and other avennes of tran ion, we should probably find that the total
walue of our internal commerce is at least twenty-five greater than the value
of our foreign commerce.

Next let us see how the commerce of the Mississippi Valley com-

ares with the inland commerce of the whole United States. It is

oubtless fair to say the pementmo is as great as that resulting from
a comparison of the principal ]g ucts. According to the statistics
contained in the report to tﬁm ouse which I had the honor to make
a few weeks from the Committee on Levees and Improvement of
the Mississippi River, there are eighteen States and two Territories
which are intersected or bordered by the navigable portions of the Mis-
sissippi and its various tributaries and subtributaries. Those eighteen
States, in 1876, produced 87 per cent. of the corn, 69 per cent. of the
wheat, 72 per cent. of the rye, 70 per cent. of the tobacco, and 74 per
cent. of the cotton of the whole United States, or a trifle over 74 per
cent. of the combined staple products. By adding to this the products
of the two Territories, which also patronize the river highway, the
percentage is fully 75 per cent., or three-fourths of the principal na-
tional products. Probably no one will dispute the assertion that
the ratio of transportation and commerce of an nFricultuml region
like the Mississippi Valley, compared with the shipments and com-
merce of the whole country, is as great as the ratio of products. We
find, then, that these eighteen States and two Territories furnish three-
fourths of the total inland commerce.

Now, with this data let us compare the relative importance of the
commerce of these States and Territories having a direet business
interest in the Mississippi River system with the foreign commerce
of the whole United States. If the internal commerce of this conn-
try is twenty-five times greater than the foreign commerce, and the
eighteen States and two Territories furnish 75 per cent. of the total
iu%amd commerce, it follows that the inland commerce of said States
and Territories of the Mississippi River system is over eighteen times
greater than the foreign commerce of the whole United States. How
much more important, then, to the people of .this country are the

ts embrace the valne of our
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water-ways of the Mississippi Valley than ocean lines of transporta-
tion.

Now let us briefly consider how this vast commerce is transported.
Again making use of the carefnllé gmpamd estimates in the official
report on internal commerce, we that—

During the year 1876, 83 wm.ﬂlthe grain receipts of the Atlantioc sea-

an by rail, and it is that over 90 per cent. of all the commerce
tho West and the seaboard is now carried on over the great trunlk rail-

Because of its position in the center of this great river system we
weould naturally expeet the commerce of Saint Louis to rely chiefly
upon river mmsﬁomtion; but in 1875, 78 per cent. of its commerce
went by rail and only 22 per cent. by river. A comparison of the
shipments, by river and rail, of Cincinnati, Louisville, Saint Paul,
Memphis, and of the valley as a whole, would show a still smaller
percen by river. Economy requires that the reverse should be
true. The producers of the valley must rel ugon the great river if
they ever hepe to escape from the dark cloud of taxation resting
over their industries in the form of excessive rates of transportation.

As regards the rates of shipment the same official report on in-
ternal commerce states:

The cost of transportation on the river is but ton mile, or onl
about one-tenth of the av cost ofvtg; t:ll?nagemn?m?:ﬂlm on thp:mhmllx:&h weayt
of-the Mississippi River i only one-sixth of the average cest of transportation

This comparison may be too favorable to the river highways in econ-
sidering the single item of grain. It is stated by those most familiar
with the subject, and therefore competent judges, that corn can be
shipped b{rivsr from the center of the valley to the seaboard at seven
cents per bushel, while the cost Eer rail is twenty-three cents, savin
to the producersixteen cents per bushel ; alsothat grain can be ship
from the center of the valley to Liverpool, via the Gulf, from ten to
fifteen cents per bushel less than by way of New York.

The number of bushels of corn produced in 1576 in the eighteen
States and two Terrifories which patronize the Miaaiasipé:)igﬂiver sys-
tem was 1,123,106,000, while the wheat product was 200,899,000 bush-

. els, making o total of both classesof grain of 1,324,005,006 bushels,

Now suppose half of that amount of grain had to be transported from

the center of the valley to the seaboard, the aavinj, by river at the

above rate would be the enormous sum of $106,920,400 per annam,

And suppose half had to be transported to Livarpooi by way of the

Gulf, instead of New York, the annual saving at ten cents per bushel

would be §66,200,250. It may be claimed that while New Orleans

and the valley generally will be benefited by the improvement of the
river, New York, New England, and the Atlantic States will receive
no benefit. Now I desire most emphatically to refute this assertion.

The East is dependent upon the Mississippi Valley for grain and other

staple products. In brief, they are consumers of a large portion of

the surplus products of the valley, and desire to obtain those neces-
saries of life at the lowest possible prices. Reduced rates of trans-
portation alwa{s tend to lessen prices, and in this way the Bast will,
eq{ually with the West, gain by improved navigation of the Lower

Mississippi. New York will not only be benefited, but I venture to
assert to an extent almost equal to the advantages she derives from
inland water communication by way of the Hudson River, Erie Canal,
and the lakes.

In farther illustration of the advantages and economy of river
transportation, I quote the following statement from the Cincinnati
Commercial. It has often been quoted, but the showing is so forei-
ble and pointed that it will bear repetition :

The tow-boat Josh Williama is on her way to New Orleans with a tow of thirty-
twe barges containing six hundred thousand bushels, (seventy-six pounds to the
bushel,) of coal, lusive of her own fuel, being the largest tow ever taken to New
Orleans or anywhers else in the world. Her freight bill, at three cents per bushel
amounts to 11“{3,000. It would take eighteen hundred cars, of three hundred and
thirty-three bushels to the car (which is an overload for a car) to transport this
amouont of coal. At Gll)‘tle.r ton, or §100 per car, which wonld be a fair price for
the distance by rail, the freight bill would amount to ilSDI,]ﬂOCI, or §162,000 more by
rail than by river. The tow will be taken from Pittsburgh to New Orleans in fou1-
teen or fifteen days. It would require one hundrei trains of eighteen cars to the
train to transport this one tow of six hnndred thousand bushels of coal, and even if
it made the usual speed of fast freight lines it would take one whole summer to
put it through by rail.

This statement shows the wonderful superiority of the river over rail facilitieas,

In view of the above facts and figures, does it not seem to be the duty
of those who are sent here to represent the people, and to legislate in
the interest of public economy and increased prosperity, to relieve
our constitunents from the heavy burden which railway corporations
impose upon their industries, and improve the river highways which
are the most i‘g:ti)ortnnt avenues of cheap transportation ?

Having stated a few facts showing how the Lﬁmissipgi River gys-
tem operates in the interest of commerce, I wish, briefly, to invite
gour attention to some of the exactions from the river by the United

Btates, also in the interest of commerce.

V" The Constitution provides that Congress shall have the power to
regulate commerce “ among the several States.” In harmony with
this prineiple of the organic law, Congress has from time to time
enacted laws declarin e different navigable rivers to be public
highways. And the Supreme Court has, in the case of the Daniel
Ball, reported in the eleventh volume of Wallace, eonstrued the
laws as follows:

These rivers must be regarded as public navigable rivers in law which are nav-
igable in fact, and they are navigable in fact when they are used, or snsceptible of

being nsed, in their ordinary condition, as highways for commerce over which
trade, and travel, are, or may lncted in the cust des of trade and
travel on water. And they constitute navigable waters of the United States,
within the m of the acts of Congress, in contradistinetion from the naviga-
ble waters of the States, when they form, in their ordinary condition, by them-
selves, or by uniting with other waters, a continued highway over which commerce
is, or may Ifo, carried on with other States, or foreign countries in the customary
modes in which such commerce is conducted by water.

The General Government in exercising the right of eminent domain
in behalf of commerce allows an encroachment nupon private prop-
erty along the river to a degree which, I venture to assert, will sur-
prise most members of this honorable body who have not had occasion
to become familiar with the facts relating to the overflowed district.
I allude to the right given the steamboats and other water-craft of
making use of new landings after the old landm‘.g'hs have caved away
from the continnal attacks of the river current, the waves caused by
g-a.ousing boats, &c. Professor Forshey mentions oneé plantation the

mt of which was cut away from year to year until, during a period
of thirty-two years,its front and thesteamboat landings had extended
back over one and a half miles into what was previously a private
pﬁsnt&tio?x:e This (l]l;but one instance, l;ll]t it iril a Ii:)l.l‘ illustration of
the very frequent damages to property along the Lower Mississippi.
Yet the General Government says commerce has that privilege (})vl:ar
private proﬁort.y along the river highway, and can with impunity
subject to the uses and advancement of commerce valuable and im-
proved lands. :

Buch being the benefits to commerce, from the river, and some of
its legal rights over it, let us see what are the , and who
have to bear the burden.

The first class of damages are those resulting directly from com-
merce, such as the action of waves from passing steamboats, and the
landing of steamboats, and other eraft. According to Professor For-
shey, who is one of the best informed and most reliable authorities
on the Mississippi—

The steamers that transport this commerce send their resistless waves against
banks and levees, lashing and abrading them almost withont cessation. Oar
lower river hardly ever rests; one set of waves succeeds another, and each finds
its rest in the aqu{ra]snt- of its foroes transferred to the banks and channel of the
river, These lashings and abradin
task of levee construction more an
iniolerable.

ain, the steamers in making their landings strike against the
banks or levees, and it is no unusual occurrence for these repeated
indentations, arising from this source, to result in breaks in the
levees, whioin in high water become a very serious matter, and are
but pathways for the floods to rash throngh and overflow the fields
in the rear.

Breaks of this kind are also caused by steamers landing with the
United States mail, as well as for purposes of commerce. As they
are required by law to stop at the regular mail stations regardless of
the high water, which makes the striking against the line of levees
by the bow of the boat more dangerous than at any other time, many
of the crevasses are consequently caused in the direct service of the
General Government. The interests of this same mail service also
require that the crevasses thus caused (and throngh which rush the
floods, interrupting other mail-routes extending back from the river
across the low lands) be closed as soon as pessible. The instances
are numerous where the mails between such great commercial centers
as New Orleans, Memphis, and Saint Louis have been delayed for
days by these overflows. As levees were constructed at very great
expense by the adjoining proprietors and States, the damage done
to them is a very large contribution to the interests of commerce and
postal routes, which burden shounld, according to all principles of
justice, be borne by the General Government.

Another class of damages, and that the chief pecuniary one, caused
by the river is the damage to the fertile alluvial lands on each side
of the river from Commerce, Missouri, to the Gulf of Mexico, compris-
ing an area of 41,193 square miles, or 26,363,520 acres. l\fearly the
whole of this vast area is susceptible of reclamation, and is, when
reclaimed, by far the most produetive land of any in the United States.
It could easily produce more than five times the quantity of cotton
grown in the whole United States, which was, in 1876, as officially
stated, 4,438,000 bales. Af present pricessuch an annual product by
the lowlands would be worth over Iél,000,i'.)!)lfl,('ﬂ]'[). At one bale per

independent of the other causes, render the
more oppressive yearly, until it has become

acre this alluvial distriet wounld annually produce over four times the:

amount of cotton consumed in all Europe, (both Great Britain and
the Continent,) which consumption was, during the five years from
1871 to the beginning of the year 1576, an annual avem%e of 5,433,270
bales. This is not an exaggeration of the capacity of the Mississippi
Delta. Now, suppose it to be wholly reclaimed and under cultivation
for the purpose of growing cotton, that commodity, which is always
salable, and sufficiently potent to command gold amd silver coin, who
will deny that, in the axchaugias of nations, the balance of trade
would soon be much more largely in our favor, and the dark clond of
business depression, which has so long rested over the people of this
country, would disappear like dew before the morning sun ?

For the production of sugar and rice these lowlands are equally
well adapted. On this subject Mr. ELLIS states, in his report for 1876 :

Rice grows in its southérn portion in great luxuriance and the yield is equal to
any rice lands of the world, not excepting the regions of the Nile and Ganges.

Also:

In 1861 it produced 469,000 hogshs

ds of sugar, or one-fourth of what is now
needed for our home consumption.
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This, bear in mind, was on a partial reclamation and with only a

ortion of the sugar lands under cultivation. They could easily pro-
—guce all we need for consumption in this conntry and thereby make
unneeessary the extensive purchases from abroad, which for several
years past have been about eighty million dollars’ worth of sugar
.and molasses annunally.

Yet the present value of the whole alluvial area was estimated by
my collea%l&e) [Mr. ELLis] in his able report to this House in 1576, as
only $100,000,000, and for the reason that the levees are out of repair
and the lands sadly neglected and fast receding to a state of nature.
According to the carefully prepared estimates by Mr. Morey in u sim-
ilar report to this House in 1572, from the Committee on Levees, the
value of said alluvial distriet, with no levees and unreclaimed, wounld
be only $8,524,352; and the value at the beginning of the late war,
when the levees were in good re and part of the land reclaimed
-and under cultivation, was $366,043,520.

. Itissafe to assert that the value, if wholly reclaimed, protected from
-overflow, and under cultivation, would be five times ter than it
was at the beginning of the war, or over §1,800,000,000. If we were
Yo ooaifor these Iands as'a sourse of naticaal wWealth, that 1 teelf,
without considering the question of damages to private property,
-and the consequent duty of the General Government to protect them
-against further damage to be done, in the interest of commerce, would
be a sufficient argnment in favor of improving the levees.

A third class of damages consists of injury and loss to crops and

-atock resnlting from the frequent overflows. In speaking of the
floods of 1868 and 1871 Mr. Morey says :
" The destrnction caused by the last two floods above named in the Ouachita Val-
Tey is almost incredible. A valley of almost unexampled fertility, capable of rais-
ing, besides corn and stock in great abundance, at least seventy thousand bales of
it eIl Qastruyal Dl tags WAGWE Sway, s mad wice by 1ie thow.
gu?id' siatved or tlmwned.w&u. i -

The loss by the flood of 1874 is estimated in Mr. ELL1s's report to be
$13,000,000, and by that of 1876 to be §2,000,000. He says on the sub-
ject of indirect damages to crops by the flood of 1576:

It is estimated that the cotton crop this year will be cut short fonr hundred

thousand bales, worth Sgro'gar bale—$24,000,000. The su gf: crr:g will fall short fifty
thousand ho, 8, Wi £3,000,000. Total lost to produced valnes of the
conntry, $§29,000,000.

A fourth class of damages, and that the most serious of all, is dan-
ger to and loss of life from the resistless fury of the floods. Durin
the flood of 1874 many inhabitants of the overflowed district coul
not escape in season from the sndden advance of the waters around
them, and, in addition to great and very general suffering, not a few
were swept into watery graves. i

In view of this enormous damage to private property and loss to
life iwself caused by this great highway of eommerce, the question
naturally arises, who has the power and whose duty is it to afford
protection ¥

The first question is answered by the Constitution itself, which con-
fers on the General Government the power to regulate commerce be-
tween the States, and by the statutes and Supreme Court decisions
which place the controlof the river with the General Government, As-
suredly no individnal, community, or State has the power to regnlate
this important matter. Those who oppose the protection of allnvial
lands by the United States necessarily take the absurd position that all
‘benefits to commerce and the country at large from the river highway
shall be nnder controel of the General Government, but whenever a
case of needed protection is presented the duty must be avoided by
falling back on the extreme doctrine of State rights. Even John C.
Calhoun, the foremost of strict constructionists, would not, I appre-
hend, go that far. In aspeech delivered in this House on the 4th of
Febrnary, 1817, on the subject of internal improvements, he said :

Letit not be said that internal improvements may be wholly left to the enter-
prise of the States and of individuals. I know that much may justly be expected
10 be done by them ; but in a country so new and so extensive as ours thero is room
enough for all the General and State governments and individuals in which to exert
their resources. But many of the improvements contemplated are on too great a
seale for the resonrces of the Btates or individuals, and many of such o nature as
the rival jealousy of the Btates, if left alone, wonld prevent. They require the
resources and the general superintendence of this Governinent to etfect and com-
plete them.

In another speech delivered at Memphis in 1845, he said, in regard
to the improvement of the Mississippi:

The invention of Fulton has in reality, for all gmwtioul pur; , converted the
Mississippi, with all its tributaries, into an inland sea. Regarding it as such, Iam
Erep:s to place it on the same footing with the Gulf and Atlantic coasts, the

‘hesapeake and Delaware Bays, and the lakes, in reference to the superintendence
-of the General Goverament over its navigation. Itis manifest that it is far beyond
tho power of individuals or of separate States to supervise it.

There probably has not arisen in the whole history of this country
another question of internal improvement and material development
so clearly beyond the jurisdiction of the States, and so much in need
of the comprehensive power of the General Government, as the ques-
tion of improving this national highway.

Having shown that the Lower Mississippi is national in its charac-
teristics, that its improvement will benefit the whole country, and
that the General Government is the only power with sufficient juris-
diction to perform the work, the question arises, on which one of the
five theories or plans shall it be done?

The solution of this question forms the basis of the bill under con-
sideration which provides for a commission whose duty it shall be * to

take into eonsideration plans and estimates for the correction and
ermanent location and deepening of the channel of the Mississippi
iver, and the improvement of the navigation of said river, and for
the protection of the alluvial lands of the Mississippi Delta from
overtlow.”

I care not what plan they adopt provided navigation is improved
and the valuable low lands protected. It is the results which are
all-important, and not the means of their accomplishment.

Nevertheless, I have an opinion jn regard to the manner of per-
fonni:ag this great work, and, as I recently had the honor to be ad-
dressed upon the subject by the distinguished engineers who are
advocates of the two leading and rival theories, it devolves on me to
state my opinion. I shall not, however, engage in any controversy
about questions of hydraulic science, with which I am unfamiliar, but
will confine my remarks to matters of fact with which I am convers-
ant by virtue of many years’ residence and observation on the banks
of the Lower Mississippi.

Captain Eads maintains that “ the relation between the quanti
of sediment suspended and the rate of the current is an intimate an
direct one,” modified b{‘ the depth; that its power to transport it
depends wholly upon the veloecity; that the closing of outlets and
making the channel of uniform width will tend to cut away the bars
already formed and prevent the formation of new bars in the fnture.

General Huomphreys, the Chief of Army Engineers, maintains the
reverse to be trne. The elaborate report of Humphreys and Abbot,
on the physics and hydranlies of tha%saimippi, states:

Certain operations of this survey were conducted with especial reference to
determining the effects of outlets, and they trate, with a degree of

demons
rarely to be attained in such investigations, that the opinions advanced by these
writers are totally erroneouns.

The *“ writers ” here alluded to are engineers who had stated their
observations and conclusions in regard to the river, namely, that
outlets reduce the discharge of the Mimi‘l:l:'ﬁpi and will occasion
deposits in its channel below, and eventunally depress rather than
elevate the surface level of the river. ;

In support of this general assertion General Hnthreys cites only
two crevasses, the Fortier crevasse of 1849 and the Bonnet Carré cre-
vasse of 1850. But in neither case does he sustain his position by
soundings made before the crevasses occurred. He attempts to make
good the assertion by throwing the burden of proof on his opponents,
and declaring that they have not made out their case for want of
previons soundings. That is shrewd and lawyer-like to be sure, but
it is hardly the way to establish a principle of science. It seems to
me fruly astonishing, that, with several years’ experience in surveys
of the river, he did not in support of his broad and general proposi-
tion cite a single instance of soundings made both prior aug subse-
quent to the date of the crevasse. ese crevasses are of common
occurrence, and it was his duty first to obtain the facts before enun-
ciating a principle in his report. If facts are to be assumed without
actual observation, future reports on the Mississippi may as well be
prepared here at Washington without the trofible and expense of a
survey.

Now I make the broad assertion that shoaling occurs below every
large crevasse and as the direct result of the crevasse, and in support
of that assertion I will cite the authorities and the facts in several
cases. In the first place I desire to say a word in regard to the two
and only crevasses mentioned by General Humphreys. He admits
the river had shoaled below them. Now, in absence of proof to the
contrary, this is a strong prima facie case in support of our assertion
that the shoaling was the result of the crevasses, It seems to me,
therefore, that the burden of proof is on his side.

In the report of the levee commission of engineers, submitted to the
governor of Louisiana in 1876, they in speaking of the Morganza
crevasse, which oceurred in 15874, say :

Soundings taken below and above it show a difference of ten feet less depth, and
a diminished area of section below than above this crevasse,

The report does not show at what times these soundings were made,
whether before or after the water ceased to flow through the crevasse,

A second crevasse occurred af Bonnet Carré about 1871 and was
closed. A third one occurred in 1574 and is still open. These three
(the two just mentioned and the one above mentioned in 1850) were
near the same locality. Mr. Bayley, of the commission of State engi-
neers, made a very careful survey of the river above and below this
crevasse of 1574, and says in his report:

As regards the effect of a great outlet, such ns the Bonnet Carré crevasse of
1874, observations and measurements show that they W’ﬁ“ filling up and
contraction of the asiver channel below them. T ¥ was the result at
Bonnet Carrd in 1874, and it is presumable that it always happena.

In support of the assertion he states the following facts:

A section faken about one mile above this crevasse, the river being then twently
feet below the high-water mark, showed the then low-water width to be 2,856 feet,
the maximom depth 110 feet, and the area of water-way 184,653 square feet, with
a firm elay bottom, into which an eleven pound sounding lead sunk from one to two
inches only. The high-water width had been 3,120 feet. -

Section No. 2, taken abouat three-fourths of a mile above the crevasse ontlet,
showed a low-water width then of 3,014 feet, & maximum depth of 79 feet, and
water-way area of 164,167 square feet. High-water width, 3,210 feet. Average
depth of upper section, 64 feet; of section No. 2, 54 feet. Average of the upper
sections : depth, 59 feet; width, 2,950 feet; area, 174,410 square feet.

Section No. 4, taken about 750 feet below the lower side of the crevasse, and No.
5about 1,500 feet below : No. 4 showed a low-water width of 2 406 feet ; maximum
depth, 62 feet ; water-way area, 96,640 square feet; average depth, 40 feet; bottom,
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Section No. 5 showed a low-water width of 2,452 feet, a maximum ﬁ&ﬂ: of 64
feet ; area of water-way, 106,150 square feet ; average depth about 42.3 ; bot-
tom same as No. 4.

Average of two lower sections: depth, 41.65 feet; width, 2,420 feet; area of
chaunel, 101,395 square feet.

The reduction of channel below, evidently cansed by the crevasse outlet, (as
shown by the hard or firm bottom, where the two upper sections were taken, and
the soft oozy mud, or new deposit, where the two lower sections were taken, as
well as new ~bars on the t-bapk shore opposite same: see map,) taking the
averages of the two u&?armd wo lower sections, amounts to 17.35 feet in average
deptly, 521 feet in width of low-water channel, and 73,015 sq feet in sectional
area. * * * It was also noted that there had been very extensive new depomis
forming sand-bars out several hundred feet from the shore line in the river bend
next the right bank below the Bonnet Carré crevasse outlet; and it is known that
these were made principally during the flood of 1874.

In further support of the assertion I have made, I will quote from
a letter on this snbject, recently addressed to me by A. F. Wrotnowski,
an accomplished civil engineer, (formerly assistant State engineer,
residing at New Orleans, His statement is from official surveys an
sonndings. He says: A

I have chosen the Bonnet Carré erevasse, that being the best known and about
which there is more data available. So crevasses have occurred and have
been left open for want of means, that it would take more time and money in sur-
veying and studying them than the State can afford.

ou will perceive in the it cross-sections (which I inclose) an increase
jn the area in the river below the crevasse. In order that this increase may not
be construed as opposing the theory of contraction of the channel below a crevasse,
1 wish to explain certain facts ning them in keeping with the contraction

theory,
The nt Bonnet Carré crevasse broke and began to discharge on April 16,
1874. The fourth flood is now passing throngh it. h flood has carried, and de-

posited an amount of sediment behind, or near the swamp, filling it up more and
more, as each flood passes, accumulating also a tremendous quantity of drift-wood
in heaps, forming a dam, as it were, obstructing the free flow of water and caus-
ing at onee a deposition of sediment behind these drifts. As the deposition behind
the crevasse takes place the volume of the water flowing throngh the crevasse is
cory ilnq:{ x d and so is the volume in the river correspondingly in-
creased, which increase at once makes itself felt, and begins to scour, enlarge, and
appropriate itself to its volume, and d ing the channel. The increase in the
cross-section area below the crevasse, which has taken place, fully bears this out.

‘We had in 1874 an & daythofﬁ.&ﬁfeebinlﬂ?iunvmgadﬁpﬁhofﬂ.m
feet; in 1876, an average th of 58 feet. T e&rwent. abnormal condition of
the channel below the crevasse leaves still much to be done. The cross-section area
abovo the crevasse shows an average of 203,040 square feet, whereas below the cre-
vasse the average is 153,497 square feet, showing the great difference of 49,343
square feet, or a sum nearly equal to the cross-section of the crevasse, showing
conclusively that the river below has contracted in proportion as the volume of the
river was redaced by the discharge of the crevasse, vice versa.

The statistical table accompanying this letter is as follows:

gxmtutdepmu above Louck’s Landing, (Bonnet Carré) at and about within half
mile— 3

5 108
-l ey 10 Plano of reference for 1874, 1875, and 1676,
3 08 = -water mark, 1874

Depth expressed in feet.

4

Plane of reference for 1874, 1875, and 1876.
= high-water mark, 1874.
Depth expressed in feet.

805
depths above crevasse—

B(‘r:‘ommmtim at upper end Bonnet Carré in—

Cross-sections, reference for 1874-"T5=high-water mark 1874.

In still further support of my nssertion that shoaling always ocenrs
below crevasse outlets, I quote as follows from the report of 1876 by
the Louisiana board of levee engineers to the governor of said State:

In many instances—all that the writer knows of—as at the Morganza this year,
and below the great Bell crevasse of 1858, the aan:&;'contmtim of channel " below

the outlet was found, but measur cre occurred were want-
mﬁa Opposite and below Cubitt's Gap we have thein,

ference is here made to the Coast-Sarvey maps of the Missisaippi River mouths
and above them of 1839, (see Talcot's survey,) and the late surveys by Lieutenant
Marinden, of the Coast Survey de ent, in 1875, These show an unmistakable
filling up of the river bed below the Cubitt's crevasse outlet of 1862. It can-
not be said that a ** 1 traction of ch L"b f an abrupt bend, ex-
ista there, for the river is very wide and straight. Where the depths were thirty,
1 two, forty-one, thirty-seven, and twenty-eight feet on a line across the river,
with a wifith exceeding one and a cLunrter miles about one mile above the head of
the and below Cubitt's Gap, but from thirty to thirty-one and a half feet is
found in the deepest middle portion of the river now, and "corresponding reduced
depths toward each shore line, the river width remaining unchanged.

Now, I assert that the intimate relation of the velocity of the eur-
rent to amount of sediment suspended is a plain, simple matter of
fact, and not a matter for hydraulic engineering. Any one who has
had occasion to observe a bucket of water taken from the Mississippi,

at Baint Louis, for instance, knows that if allowed to stand still for a
few hours the sediment will settle to the bottom and the water be-
come clear, and that if again set in motion it will become muddy.
On this same prinoigle- shoals are formed aund cut away below cre-
vasses, for the simple reason that after crevasses oceur the river be-
low has less force of current to support the sediment.

Those who deny this natural effect of crevasses reason from assump-
tions instead of facts. It is possible to reach almost any absurd con-
clusion, in a logical manner, by starting with a false premise. If T
say all rivers flow northwardly—the Mississippi is a river, therefore
the Mississippi flows northwardly—the conclusion is logically correct,
nevertheless it is untrue, for the simple reasan that the premise is
untrue.

This style of reasoning is of very freqhient oecurrence, but it is
absurd, and oftentimes very costly to the General Government. I
venture to assert that alarge portion of the present financial distress
of the country results from ill-advised legislation, based upon the use
of false premises—the assumption of opinions and statements to be
facts which are not facts. The qmﬁee is sufficiently annoying in
the field of politics, but in the field of science, which L expec to
be exact, it is unenduarable.

Believing Captain Eads to be correet in his premises attaching to
the question of sediment and current, I also believe his conclusion
to be correct, and that his theory will tend to deepen the channel of
the river and thereby improve navigation. But he may have carried
the conclusion to a degree further than the premises justify. I think
he has, and I would supplement the plan Ey closing all outlets and
putting in good repair the present line of levees.

If, however, his plan slmll be adopted by the pro commission of
engineers, an(i he shall sneceed in its entire fulfi t, and reclaim
and protect the alluvial lands, as well ns furnish twenty feet depth of
navigation from Saint Louis to the Gulf, he will justly be recognized as
one of the test public benefactors of the age, and his name in
history will be as inseparably associated with the iﬁasissippl as that
of De Soto, who, as a pioneer sent out by European civilization, first
discovered this great natural highway for the commerce of a future
great republie.

I maintain that the present levee system, if repaired, and all crev-
asses and outlets closed, will operate similarlg to the jetty plan, for it
will tend to keep the channel of uniform width, and thereby cause it
to scour out, and improve mﬂﬁstiou. But it is less permanent for
the reasun that the banks are subject to caving at the bends or curves
of the river, where the eurrent from above strikes them at an angle.
To remedy that defect I wonld, at these bends, construet revetments
or wing-dams, to deflect the force of the current, prevent caving, and
keep the channel permanently located. And it may have to be further
supplemented by improvements at the shoals, between Cairo and the
mouth of the river, which are in number about ninety, where there
is less than eight feet depth at low water. It is virtually the jetty
plan, for the prineiple is the same. But the cost of these revetments
or wing-dams wo be many times less than the enormous cost of
new levees, and in my opinion much less than works on the jetty
plan all the way from Cairo to the Gulf.

‘While, then, agreeing with Captain Eads in theory, I disagree with
him in re, to the mauner and expense of putting that theory
into practical operation.

In speaking of outlets I wish to say that there is buf one natural
outlet, and that is the La Fourche, which carries its waters directly
to the Gulf and has a delta formation of its own. The Bayon Pla-
quemine, Mancha, and Atchafalaya have been considered as outlets
of the Mississippi, but I assert they are buf crevasses in the natural
banks of the river, for it is susceptible of proof, and can be established
by witnesses now iiving, that even the Atchafalaya was but a waste
weir ﬁfty years ago, and always dry in low water; that the Bayon
Pl:u]uemme, soon after it diverges from the Mississippi, with a fall
of e:i;ht.een feet and six inches in the first eight miles, then diffuses
itself and overflows the adjoining conntry.

That the Atehafalaya River has a fall of over forty feet in the first
fifty miles, and then diffuses itself and inundates the whole country
to an extent forty miles wide by sixty miles long, and then merges
into the Berwicks Bay and the Gulf. The Bayou Moncha 5568
the same characteristics. The latter stream and the Bayon Plaque-
mine have both been closed, and therefore the only outlets are the
Atchafalaya and La Fourche, BStrictly speaking, the last-mentioned
one is the only natural ontlet. All others are crevasses and breaks
in the levees and banks. As the La Fourche and Atchafalaya are
needed fo:egurposes of commerce, I do not think they should be en-
tirely closed, but works should be so constructed that their naviga-
tion be left free and unimpeded; but any outflow of water more than

for this purposa should be checked. Every other ountlet
and erevasse of the river should be entirely closed.

As regards the effect of closing the outlets and repairing the levees,
I desire to read the opinions of two steamboat captains of many

! experience and practical observation on the Mississippi. No
more reliable or competent anthorities can be eited on this subject.

Captain Leathers, in a letter addressed to me a few weeks ago,
says:

Iyeame on the river in 1836. The river was very low that . The averago
depth of water on the shoalest bars from the mouth of the Ohio to the mouth of

the Arkansas, a distance of about four hundred and fifty miles, was about four
feet. From month of Arkansas to mouth of Yazoo, about two hundred and
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twenty-five miles, there wasabout five feet. ¥rom that to the mouth of Red River,
about the same distance, the average depth on the shoaled was seven feet.
Below Red Ru*ell- leveut;l.end been built, 1 do not know how long, but thence to the
Gulf there was deep water. :
Then levees began to be built above Red River in the es of Concordia,
Tensas, , and Carroll, the resalt of which was that in 1857, & of
twenty-one while the river was twenty inches lower in its banks there was
ot less than eight and a_half feet of water on the shoalest bars in the formerl
unleveed district between the Red and Arkansas Rivers, showing an im
depth of four feet scoured out by the current created by concentration of the
water.

I am convineed from my observations that if the levees were rebuilt and kept
up on the low lands, the coneentration of volume, and cumelﬂlfent. accelerated enr-
rent, would soon wash out a channel large and deep enongh for any purposes of
tion. I am thoroughly eatisfied that in the last ten years the

reial nav
ot the levees and crevasses, dispersing the waters over the coun-

frequent, breaks 1 :
try and diminishing the current? have caused the river to begin to shoal again. It
always shoals near these breaks, evidently in consequence of the slackened cur-
rent and natural deposit of sediment on the bottom which follows.

1 am confident that the only way of deepen.!ng the channel and getting reliable
navigation is to trate the current, and if the great river accommodates itself
by scouring out the bottom there will be no necessity for higher barriers at the top,
and the levees will become more solid and reliable because relieved in a measure
from the great pressure to which they are subjected.

The other authority, Captain Aiken, who is president of the New
Orleans and Red River Transportation Company, says in a recent
communication to me as follows:

Red River from Shreve Louisiana, to its mouth, distance aboutfive handred
miles, was previous to the building of levees along its banks a shoal stream, hav-
ing a rise and fall of from eight to twelve feet, overflowing its banks during every
high water and inundating the country for miles on either side. As the oomn:z
b ttled, the pl 8 built levees to protect their lands from the ann
overflows. At about the year 1860 these levees, from Loggy Bayou to Alexandria,
distance two hundred and twenty miles, had b ted and i

ting an unbroken line on each bank. It was soon found that the concentra-
tion of the water and increased current caused by the levees was washing out and
lowering the bed of the river, and the effect has been so great that along this seetion
of the river the rise and fall is now as much as twenty-five to thirty feet, and the
lands bave not been inundated for years. e are ees standing to-day four
feet high above their base, that the highest floods have not touched for years, Since
the war the levees have been extended above Loggy Bayou to Robinson's, distance
about twelve miles, and the same deepening or lowering of the river-bed has been

the result.

From Robi 's to Shreveport, dist: abont ninety miles, there are outlets on
either side; the levees are not conti and cted as they were below ; the
lands still overflow and the river is gradually shealing. Below Alexandria the
river is in about the same condition as when first navigated by steamboats, namely
no perfect system of levees, no lowering of its bed; open ontlets and annual
overilows.

Red River runs its entire course below Shrevepert through alluvial soil similar
in all respects to that of the Mississippi. There can be no disputing the facts as
to the Red River levees having low the river bed and deepened the channel as
above described. There are thousands of people living on its banks to testify to
the truth of this statement, and as the Mississippi and Red Rivers are similar in
all respects, except as to the volume of their waters, it seems reasonable to expect
that a perfect system of levees on the Mississippi would deepen that river and im-
prove its navigation. In fact, it is known to old Mississippi steamboatmen that
the permanent di of water on the shoalest bars had been increased by several
feet along the sections of that river that had been leveed, and that since the break-
ing of the levees this deepening p has d. Itis also known to them that
lnlrs form opposite and the river shoals below any permanent break or crevasse in
alevee.

As to the effect of jetties on river bars we state that Snaggy Point bar, on Red
River, seveuty-five miles above its mouth, and Alexandria bar, three miles below
the town of that name, had nlwlgs, until recently, been almost impassable ob-
structions to boats in low water, lom in these baving depths over them
of more than fifteen to twenty-four inches. During the low water seasons of 1876
the New Orleans and Red River Transportation Company placed jetties made of
willow mattresses on Snaggy, and in less than fifty hours the depth of channel had
increased from twantﬁ;mhea ta five and a half feet. After the high water of the
following year had subsided, the jetties were found intact and the channel so deep
and w efined that not a single boat had a moment's detention at that place
throughout the entire season (fall of 1877) which was one of unusual low water.
During the fall of 1877 this same company placed jetties on Alexandria bar when
there was but sixteen inches water and boats had after putting off all cargo found
it impossible to pull over. The channel immediately deepened, and althongh the
river continued to fall for several weeks afterward there was at 2o time throngh-
out the season less than four and a half to five feet water. Freight charges by the
boats were lowered one-third at once in consequence of this improvement.

With the above statements of facts by two competent and trust-
worthy witnesses, which facts can, as stated by Captain Aiken, be
substantiated by thonsands of le dwelling in the lowlands, does
it not L:ﬁically follow that the theory of improvement which I have
advanced should be put into early operation.

I wish, Mr. Speaker, to say & word in regard to the plan advocated
by General Humphreys of constructing new levees a mile or more
back from the present ones. There are a few significant facts bear-
ing on that theory of improvement which will, I apprehend, show
that it is neither in the interest of economy nor calculated to protect
one important portion of the alluvial lands. In the first place the
cost would be about $45,000,000, in addition to the total loss of the
enor{‘mous sums which have already been expended upon the present
works.

Again, b{x buildipg them & mile or more back from the present line
of levees, there would be left to overflow and ruin at least one thon-
sand six hundred square miles, or one million twenty-four thousand
acres of fertile lands upon which greater improvements have been
made than any other portion of the delta. 'Fhe value of that area,
at $50 per acre, is over $50,000,000; and at $100 per acre, which is
not an overestimate when reclaimed and properly cultivated, would
be over $100,000,000. This area, which embraces the property of the
front proprietors, is more generally improved by cultivation, build-
ings, and valuable stock than the low lands farther back from the
river. The plan of improvement proposed would result in almost
sweeping the whole out of existence,

It is a fact, thongh perhaps not generally known, that the chief
sufferers from the abandonment of this area, as well as from the over-
flow of the low lands farther back, would be the colored people.
Since the war they have in large numbers settled in the overflowed
distriet for the reason that they thought the General Government
was pledged to protect those lands from the floods. The failure of
the Government to afford such protection has brought upon them un-
t(;l(l Btj'nmery and suffering, as was sadly illustrated by the great flood
of 1574,

There is one other plan for protecting the alluvial lands by means
of outlets, to which I will allnde simply to record my emphatic pro-
test. It wonld ignore the plans of nature and result in transforming
a great national highway of commerce into a series of ditches to drain
the lands of the valley.

1f there is any one poliey more than another which I desire adopted
in our legislation upon the interests of the Lower Mississippi, it is the
harmonious adjustment of the two t questions, improved naviga-
tion, and protection of overflowed lands. And any plan of improve-
ment, or bill, which shall ignore either of these great interests shall
receive my earnest opposition.

Believing that questions of theory should be left to a commission
to determine, there is, however, an exception to that rule. The clos-
ing of outlets and crevasses is a matter of too vast importance to be
de%ayed for the investigations and report of 1he proposed commission.
One single flood is liable to damage crops to the extent of §50,000,000,
and perhaps twice that sum. Is it not economy to insare against such
loss to the general wealth? No delay in the work is necessary, for
the estimates have recently been submitted to the War Department
by the Government engineers in charge of the present surveys. These
estimates form the basis of the amendment to the bill providing for
a commission, and the immediate prosecution of the work would in
no way interfere with & permanent and comprehensive system of imgs
provement. Irepeatthat I am in favor of leaving theories to the com-
mission ; but this is an exception to the rule, for the reason that we
have a sufficient report and guide for this preliminary work which
it is extrav ce to dlﬂi.B

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I feel it to be my duty to urge one other
reason why this important work should not be delayed. It seems to
me that with the present crippled condition of the industries of the
country, and almost nnp ented hardships of the laboring classes,
it is the duty of the General Government above all others to afford
employment to the un&m(i)l{)jed to a degree commensurate with neces-
sary work it has on hand.

The work in arrears in the Departments here at Washington, in
the Government offices in the various States, on the unfinished pub-
lic buildings throughout the country, as well as work upon needed
public improvements and material :iavelopmant would 1f intrusted
to the thousands of skillful and competent laborers now idle go far
to revive the industries of the country.

Such a progressive policy would be conducive to the welfare of the

eople who pay us for our labors here, and whom we should consider
it an honor as well as sacred duty to serve.

I for one am decidedly of the opinion that all such needed legis-
lation should be consummated before our adjournment.

PACIFIC RAILROAD COMMISSION,

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, addressed the House on the subject
of the Pacific Railroad commission. [His remarks will appear in the
Appendix.]

Mr. TIPTON moved that the Hounse adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and a.ccordinﬁly (at eight o’clock and
fifty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. :

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk’s desk,
ander the rule, and referred as stated :

By Mr. BANKS: Memorial of the Chicago soldiers and citizens”
colony, signed hy C. N. Pratt, Lonis White, and 200 other persons,
heads of families, contemplatinﬁ immediate colonization in Kansas,
on the line of the Kansas Pacific Railway, in townships 10, 11, 12,
and 13, range 25, and 10, 11, 12, 13, range 26,and haying located a
town to which twenty-five families have removed and established a
post-office and filed applications each under the homestead laws that
an extension of time may be nted by Congress in which their
titles may be perfected from six months, as now provided, to two
years on account of the impossibility of providing for the removal of
their families in the present depressed condition of the country—to
the Committee on Publiec Lands.

By Mr. BANNING : The petition of Jacob Halbauer, for a pension—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

By Mr. CORLETT : A communication from Frederick Whittaker,
of Mounnt Vernon, New York, that an investigation be made into the
conduet of the United States troops engaged in the battle of Little
Big Horn, fought June 25, 15876, in which Lieutenant-Colonel Custer,
Seventh Uni States Cavalry, brevet major-general United States
Army, perished with five companies of the Seventh Cavalry at the
hands of the Indians—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a paper relating to the claim of Robert H. Young—to the
same committee.
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By Mr. DEAN: The petition of Elizabeth Clune, for a pension—to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of citizens of Grimes County,
Texas, for the division of said State into two judicial districts—to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. STEVENS, of Arizona: Five petitions of citizens of Ari-
zona Territory and one petition from citizens of the Terri of New
Mexico, for the enactment of such laws as will allow the hern
Pacific Railroad Company to build their road through New Mexico
and until a eonnection is made with the Gulf of Mexico—to the Com-
mittee on the Pacifie Railroad.

By Mr. VANCE: A ‘Pa r relating to the establishment of a g:st-
route from Cashier's ey, via Gum Bottom, to New Pickens Court
guimth Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and
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IN SENATE.
MonpAy, June 10, 1878.

The Senate met at eleven o’clock a. m.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D.

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday last was read and ap-
proved.

DISTRICT GOVERNMENT.

Mr. DORSEY. I move that the Senate proceed to consider the
-conference report upon the District bill.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con-
sideration of the report; which was read, as follows:

* The committes of conference on the d ing votes of the two Houses
e S I e
a orm vernmen o o)

o s oo v a4 o b S 3 eommaod

an
res| ve Houses ns follows:
hat the House recede from its disagreement to the d t of the Senate,
and agree to the same with the following amendments:
1, line 15, insert after the word * Army " the following : ' whose lineal rank
shall be above that of captain.”
Page g: Em ﬁ strike on: t..lﬁy w&ﬁsh" one year " n.nd"insnrt‘i'it]l:rlao m&l" o
P:‘afa @ strike ou! after the w * power" to an clu B Wi
“and” in line 64.
3, line 78, insert after the word * law " the following words: “ said com-

mi.sstoum'a shall have power to erect, light, and maintain ]amp-dpolts with lamps
outside of the city ts when in their judgment it shall be deemed proper or

TBCESsATy.
Page 4, line 87, strike out the word *eighty " and insert the word ** seventy-
nine."

Page 4, line 109, strike out the word * they "' and insert the word * 2

Page 5, line 123, insert after the word * property " the following: * and used
exclusively for agricultural purposes.”

Page 5, line 126, strike out all after the word * dollars " to and including the word
“taxes' where it first ocenrs in line 130.

Page 5, line 133, strike out the word * ten' and insert the word ‘' thirty.”

Page 7, line 158, strike out all after the word ** payable” down to and including
the word * States,” in line 161.

e 7, line 161, strike out all after the word “pay " to and including the word
“fund,” in line 162.

Page 7, line 164, strike out all after the word * provided,” where it first occurs,

to and including the word * seventy-five,” in line 171.
Page 8, line 191, strike out the words “and all contracts” and insert the follow-
ing: ** All contracts for the construction, improvement, alteration, or repairs of
the streets, avenues, highways, alleys, gutters, sewers, and all work of like nature,
shall be made and entered into only by and with the official unanimous consent of
the commissioners of the District; and all contracts.”

Page 8, line 192, strike out the words * at least two of."

Page 8, line 198, strike ont all after the word * manner” to and ineluding the
W “yard,” in line 199.

Page 9, line 204, after the word ** performed ™ insert the following: “to the satis-
foction of and aceept y said insi 8"

Page 11, line 269, after the word **direet " insert the following: * The President
of the United States may detail from the Engineer Corps of the Army not more
than two officers of rank subordinate to that of the engineer officer belonging to
the board of commissioners of said Distriet, to act as assistants to said engineer
commissioner 1n the discharge of the special duties imposed npon him by the pro-
wvisions of this act.”

Page 12, line 233, strike out all after the word * now,” through and including the
remainder of that section, and insert the following: * authorized by law.”

Page 13, line 314, strike out the word * four " and insert the word ** three.”

8. W. DORSEY,

W. H. BARNUXM,
Managers on the part of the Senate.

The report was concurred in.
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the petition of Mrs. W. D.
‘Williams and others, citizens of Michigan, praying for an amendment
1o the Constitution of the United States granting to women the right
of suffrage; which was referred to the Commiftee on Privileges and
Elections,

Mr, CONOVER presented a preamble and resolution adopted at a
meeting of citizens of Key West, Florida, in regard to the Great Sonth-
ern Railway ; which was referred to the Committee on Railroads, and
-ordered to be printed in the Recorp, as follows:

At a meeting of the citizens of Key West, Florida, held at the ¢ity hall May 25,
1878, the following memorial and resolutions were unanimonsly a&lo?md, namely:
Whereas we, the citizens of Key West, in public meeting bled, idering

\

the Eut naomig of more direcl and ready communication with the West Indics
and the more of the South American states, and the fact that the geozraph.
ical position of the ala of Florida, with its level surface and numerous ad-
van its line of 85. extending to within ninety miles of the coast of Caba in
an unbroken chain, in al i liate contact, ents a most favorable

mpoﬂunity for the construction of a railread to :m‘gg.l; the required demand, and
t such railroad having its terminos at the po Koy West, a point of the
m“t military importance, commanding, as it does, the entrance to the Gulf of
co, is @ matter of sufficient general interest to the conntry at large to justly
entitle it to national aid, nasistance, and t, and that the vastness of
the undertaking renders it necessary to seek such aid: Therefore,
Be it resolved, That our Senators and entatives in Con, be requested
to do all within their power to procure the passage of House bill No. 3562, in aid of

the Great Southern
Ired, y of this meetin bemqneuted‘lnum‘lnmﬁﬁedeo;;y
n

Re , That the
of this memorial and resolution to each of our Senators and Representatives
WILLIAM CURRY,

G. BROWNE PATTERSON,
GEORGE D. ALLEN,
Secretaries.

Mr. ANTHONY. I present the memorial of the heirs of John W.
Vose and James S. Ham, representing that they wers in ion
of certain bonds of the United States which were deposited in the
Traders’ Bank of Providence, and that the bank was robbed; and, as
the bonds have been called in, they ask for the issue of new bonds to
themselves. I think, Mr. President, that there should be a general
law providing that where bonds have been lost or stolen and called
in new bonds can be issued and deposited in the Treasury as security

the return of the old bonds, and interest paid to the equita-

ble owners. I ask the special consideration of the Committee .on
Claims to this case, to whom I move the memorial be referred.

The motion was to.

Mr. VOORHEES. I present a petition, praying for an increase of

nsion, signed by S. L. Emerson, who lost his left leg in front of

etersburgh, July 26, 1864 ; S. F. Haskell, who lost his right arm in
front of Petersburgh, June 16, 1864 ; Francis M. Allen, who lost his
left arm at Cedarlgreek. on the 19th of October, 1864 ; Josiah Doran,
who lost one leg in the Wildemeas,v%{sy 6,1864; W. H. Howard, who
lost a leg at Gettysburgh; Lyman tighﬁ, who lost an arm at Cedar
Mountain; Charles E. Mayburg, who lost an arm at Weldon Railroad,
and A. H. ,Pen]y, who lost his left arm in front of Petersburgh, June
18, 1864. I take the liberty of reading the names because they have
subscribed themselves in that way. I move the reference of their
petition to the Committee on Pensions.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. EATON nted the petition of Mrs. H. A. Foster, D. E. Eas-
ton, S8arah A. Hinds, and others, citizens of Meriden, New Haven
County, Connecticut, praying for an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, prohibiting the several States from disfranchis-
ing United States citizens on account of sex; which was referred to
the Committee on Privileges and Elections.

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of William H. Remington
and others, citizens of Meigs County, Ohio, praying for an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States, so as to provide for
the election of President and Vice-President of the United States by
a direct vote of the people; which was referred to the Committee on
Privileges and Elections.

He also presented the petition of J. Barker and others, citizens of
Cleveland, Ohio, praying for the prompt-recognition of the claims of
pensioners who are sufferers, as is alleged, by the provisions of an
unwise limitation law; which was referred to the Committes on
Pensions.

Mr. THURMAN. I present the memorial of certain ladies of Ober-
lin, Lorain County, Ohio, remonstrating against any legislation look-
ing to the conferring upon women of the right of au.g'mg& I want to
say in this connection that the memorial was sent to me a year ago,
but by accident it became mislaid. I found it to-day, and I comply
with their request in presenting it now. I move that it be referred
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections.

The motion was to. .

Mr. OGLESBY. Ipresentthe petition of Kate B. Ross and 150 others,
citizens of Abingdon, Knox County, Illinois, and also the petition of
Mrs. 8. Brown and about 100 others, citizens of Adams, La Salle
County, Illinois, praying for an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, prohibiting the several States from disfranchising
United States citizens on account of sex. I move that they be re-
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections, and I ask that
the committee take serions notice of these petitions.

The motion was agreed to.

REPORTS OF COMMITEES.

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to
whpm was referred the bill (8. No. 1344) relating to tax sales and
taxes in the District of Columbia, reported it with amendments.

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was
referred the bill (8. No. 1106) to reimburse purchasers at direct tax
sales in Arkansas declared illegal by United States courts in conse-
quence of a defective board of commissioners, reported it with amend-
ments.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (.
No. 11(?1 authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to adjust and
settle the debt due the United States by the State of Arkansas, re-
ported it with amendments.

Mr. BURNSIDE, I am directed by the Committee on Military
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