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JUNE 30,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FripAY, June 30, 1876,

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
I. L. TOWNSEND.
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPsSoN, one of their clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate insisted upon its amendments to the bill (H.
R. No. 2676) to regulate the assessment and collection of taxes for the
support of the government of the District, and for other purposes,
disagreed to by the House of Representatives, to the confer-
ence asked by the House, and appointed Mr. EDMUNDS, Mr. ROBERT-
sox, and Mr, EAToN the managers of said conference on its part.

It further announced the passageof the following bills, with amend-
ments; in which the econcurrence of the House was requested :

An act (H. R. No. 1692) to amend an act approved May 8, 1874, in

to leave of absence of Army officers;
act (H. R. No. 1771) to declare forfeited to the United States
certain lands granted to the State of Kansas in aid of the construetion
of railroads by act of Congress approved March 3, 1863 ;

An act (H. R. No. 2300) granting a pension to Margaret C. Bell;
and

An act (H. R. No.2473) to authorize claimants upon even-numbered
sections of land within the twenty-mile limits of the Northern Pa-
cific Railroad to make proof and payment for their claims at the ordi-
nary minimum rate of $1.25 per acre.

It further announced the gaaaago of bills of the House of the fol-
Jowing titles, without amendment :

A bill (H. R. No.11) granting a pension to Eliza Jane Blumer;

A bill (H. R. No. 590) for the relief of Mrs. Susan E. Rhea, widow
of Dr. J. Burrows Gardiner ; .

A bill (H. R.No.1100) relative to the redemption of unused stamps ;

A bill (H. R. No. 1204) ting a pension to Henry H. Wharff, of
Company C, Eighteenth Regiment of Ohio Volunteers ;

An act (H. R. No. 1337) for the relief of Nelson Tiffany ; :

An act (H. R. No. 159d) granting a pension to William R, Duncan ;

An act (H. R. No. 1602) granting a pension to Margaret E. Cogburn ;

An act (H. R. No. 1849) for the relief of Abigail 8. Dawney ;

An act (H. R. No. 1939) granting a pension to Sarah Emmons;

An act (H. R. No. 1944) granting a pension to Niram W. Pratt;

An act (H. R. No. 2081) granting a pension to William MeLay, late
@ private in Company G, Twelfth Illinois Infantry Volunteers;

An act (H. R. No. 2162) granting a pension to Clara Brosch, mother
of Joseph Brosch, jr., late private in Company H, Twenty-fourth
Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers;

act (H. R. No. 2239) granting a pension to Jane Bertholf ;

An act (H. R. No, 2301) granting a pension to Mary B. Hook ;

An act (H. R. No. 2303) granting a pension to Mary 8. Greenleo;

An act (H. R. No. 2310) granting a pension to Emannel B. Herr;

An act (H. R. No. 2387) fo fix the retired pay of Surgeon-General
Clement A. Finley, retired ;

An act (H. R. No.2586) granting a pension to John L. Bartley; and

An act (H. R. No. 2?01? gra.ntin%: pension to Nancy H. Blacknall,
widow of Thomas Y. Blacknall, late private Company L, Seventh
Tennessee Cavalry.

It further announced the passage of the following bills; in which
the concurrence of the Honse was requested :

An act (8. No. 297) fixing and limiting expenditure for the erection
of the publie building at Little Rock, Arkansas;

An act (8. No. 547) for the relief of settlers upon certain lands in
the State of Minnesota ;

An act (8. No. 735) granting a pension to Martha Irwin, widow of | [

John Irwin;

An act (8. No. 736) granting a pension to Mary M. J. Frank;

An act (8. No. 739) fo amend section 5457 of the Revised Statutes
of the United States, relating fo counterfeiting coin ;

An act (8. No. 783) providing for the extension of the time for com-
g:lting the survey andlocation of the Portland, Dalles and Salt Lake

NAn act (8. No. 813) granting an increase of pension to Laurence P.
. Landrom;
An act (8. No. 830) for the relief of Joseph W. Parish;

An aet (8. No. 845) for the relief of Joseph Wilson, of Bourbon
County, Kentucky ;

An act (S. No. 846) to punish the counterfeiting of trade-mark

and the sale or dealing in of connterfeit trade-mark goods;

toénvs_ct 1(1133 No. 882) granting a pension to Stillman E. Dix, of Hamp-

0, Yirginia;

An act (8, No. 883) granting a pension to William H. Oliver, of
Bweetwater, Tennessee ; ;

An act (8. No. 923) for the relief of Albert W. Preston ; and

An aet (8. No. 934) to provide for furnishing certified transcripts of
territorial records.

APPROVAL OF JOURNAL.
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.
TEMPORARY PROVISION FOR EXPENDITURES OF THE GOVERNMENT.

_Mr. RANDALL. T am instructed by the Committee on AA) ropria-
tions to report a bill to provide temporarily for the expen Ilzurea of
the Government, and to ask that it be passed.

AUTHENTICATED
GPO

 tive, and judicial appropriation bill failed to

ject of the m

The bill (H. R. No. 3809) to provide temporarily for the expendi-
tures of the Government was read a first and second time.

The bill provides that for a griod not exceeding ten days from and
after the 30th day of June, 1876, unless the regular appropriations
for such Departments shall have been previously made E)r the servs
ice of the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1877, it shall be
lawful for any of the Departments of the Government for which ap-
propriations for the said fiscal year are delayed to use for the neces-
sary service of such Departments any unexpended balance which may
exist of the appropriations made for the service of the fiseal year end-
ing June 30, 1876.

Mr. RANDALL., It will be remembered that the President’s mes-
sage recommended, without limit as to time in case of the appropria-
tion bills failing at the end of the fiscal year to have been m]oﬁ)t-ad
by both Houses, that the balances should be expended. It will be
recollected also that yesterday the Senate originated a joint resoln-
tion providing for somewhat similar action fora period of thirty days.
The Committee on %pufmpri&tions are of opinion that such legislation
in the first place should originate here and, secondly, that days
will be adequate to bring abouf an agreement between the two Houses
on the various appropriation bills unpassed.

There are four appropriation bills that have passed both Houses
there are six in committees of conference, and two remain unacted
upon by the Senate. The sundry civil bill was reported to the Sen-
ate on yesterday. The river and harbor bill has not been reported
at all to the Senate from the Senate committee.

Last night the committee of conference on the legislative, execu-
agree, and will report the
fact this morning to the Senate, and in all probability will re-
port the proposition from the House eonferees made to the Senate
conferees, and obtain the opinion of the Senate as to that proposition.
In due time, if it should come from the Senate, I will take occasion
to speak as to that proposition.

I yield to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hormax] for a mo-
ment.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the SBenate, by Mr. Sympsox, one of their clerks, in-
formed the House that the Senate further insisted npon its amend-
ments to the bill (H. R.No. 3263) mukmf appropriations for the service
of the Post-Office Department for the year ending June 30, 1877,
and for other p , disagreed to by the House of Representatives,
agreed to the further conference asked by the House on the di -
ing votes of the two House thereon, and had appointed Mr.
Mr. HamuiN, and Mr. MAXEY as managers of tB
part of the Senate.

TEMPORARY PROVISION FOR EXPENDITURES OF THE GOVERNMENT.

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to say in regard to the bill which is the sub-
essage just received from the Senate that the balance to
the credit of the Post-Office Department is understood to exceed a
million of dollars, and that, if the bill just reported by the chairman of
the Committee on Appropriations shall pass both branches of Con-
gress, so far asthat Department is concerned, it will notbe in the slight-
est degree embarrassed by the failure to pass the ﬁpoat—omce appro-
priation bill prior to the expiration of the present fiscal year.

Mr. FOS‘I‘ER, Let me ask the gentleman is he certain there is a
million of dollars of unexpended ce to the creditof the Post-Office
Department 1

Mr. HOLMAN. I think I can say with entire certainty that the bal-
ance to the credit of the Post-Office Department considerably exceeds
a million of dollars,

Mr, WILSON, of Iowa. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania
Mr. RANDALL] tell us whether there are unexpended balances to the
credif of all the Departments ? 5.

Mr. RANDALL. The committee considered that question, and
understand that the President, before he sent the message to Con-
gress, had consulted the Attorney-General and had made other in-
vestigations so far as to know that his recommendation in regard to
making temporary provision for the expenditures of the Government
would relieve the Government from any embarrassment.

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL]
could add that the joint resolution which came to the House yester-
day from the Senate was a joint resolution simply m—appropriatin%
the amounts remaining to the credit of the vnrﬁms Departments o
the Government under the appropriations for the present fiscal year,
so that in fact the bill now before the House contains substantially
the same provisions that are contained in the joint resolution that
came from the Senate.

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Wasnot the recommendation of the Presi-
dent to continue the present appropriations, instead of giving leave
to use the un ded balances?

Mr. RANDALL. That is abount the same thing.

Mr, HOLMAN. It was not for new appropriations,

Mr. RANDALL. As I understood the message of the President, it
was for permission to use the unexpended balances.

Mr. WELBON, of Iowa. My recollection is thatit was a recommend-
ation to continue the Eﬁm&eut aﬁhpmpriations.

Mr. RANDALL. I believe the gentleman is correct in that.

EST,
@ conference on the

Mr. WILSON, of JTowa. Then the question comes up, are there un-
ded balances to the credit of each Department, to which the
bill now before the House will apply ¥
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Mr. RANDALL. We understand that this legislation will remove
any embarrassment.

. BUCKNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques-
tion 1

Mr. RANDALL. Certainly. :

Mr. BUCENER. I desire to ask the gentleman if, in recommend-
ing this proposed legislation this morning, it is the intention of the
Committee on Appropriations to back down from its position 1

Mr. RANDAL]IJ. Far from it ; to my mind it is in just the oppo-
site direction. While we do not wish to embarrass the Government,
for one, so far as I am concerned, I propose in my official position here
as a member of the House to resist to the every utmost unnecessary
appropriation or extravagant expenditure.

Mr.’i.UT’I‘RELL. You mean to stand by reduction.

Mr. RANDALL. I do.

Mr. LUTTRELL. That is right; retrenchment and reform.

Mr. RANDALL. I now call the previons question.

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered ;
and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en?oaqed
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read
the third time, and

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion fo reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT IN IDAHO.

Mr. FENN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
3510) to create an additional land distriet in the Territory of Idaho;
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed.

REDUCTION OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS IN IDAHO.

Mr. FENN also, by nnanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
3811) to provide for the reduction of the area of the Nez Percés and
Fort Hall Indian reservations, in the Territory of Idaho; which was
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian
Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

MISSIONARY STATIONS ON INDIAN RESERVATINNS.

Mr. FENN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
3812) to provide for the oceupancy of missionary stations upon Indian
reservations ; which was a first and second time, referred to the
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

BETTLERS UPON UNSURVEYED LANDS,

Mr. FENN also, by nnanimous consent, introdnced a bill (H. R. No.
3313) to protect bona fide settlers upon unsurveyed public landsin the
Territory of Idaho; which was read a first and second time, referred
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. RUSK. I ask unanimous consent to make at this time sundry
reports from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, for reference to the
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.

There was no objection, and leave was accordingly granted.

REPORTS FROM PENSION COMMITTEE,

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back,
with favorable recommendations, the following bills; which were re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and
the accompanying re ordered to be printed :

A bill (H. R. No. 3130) granting a pension to Margaret R. Coloney,
widow of Josiah D. Coloney, First Maryland Infantry Volunteers ;

A bill (H. R. No. 3306) granting a pension to Sarali W, Bacon ; and

A bill (8. No. 803) to repeal an act granting a pension to Mary H.
Bartlett, a];Froved January 28, 1873.

Mr. RUSK also, from the same committee, reported the following;
which were read a first and second time, referred to the Committee
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying
Teports, ordered to be printed :

A billy (H. R. No. 3514,) as a substitnte for House bill No. 1920,

g'rantini; a pension to Martha A. Williamson ;
A bill; (H. R. No. 3815,) as a substitute for House bill No. 3191,
granting a pension to Mary J. Lebow ;

A bill, (H. R. No. 3816,) as a substitute for House bill No. 2070,
granting a pension to Jonathan R. Tilman ; and

A bi]f (H. R. No. 3317,) as & substitute for House bill No, 124,

granting a pension to T. C. Watson.

JOHN A. SUTTER.

Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on
Private Land Claims, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3818) for the relief of
John A, Batter; which was read a first and second time, referred to
the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. L

LIEUTENANT CHARLES B. BMITH.

Mr. KETCHAM also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill {H.
R. No. 3319) to settle the accounts of Lieutenant Charles B. Smi
late of the Fifth Regiment Iowa Volunteer Cavalry ; which was
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims,
and ordered to be printed.

MARTHA J, COSTON.

Mr. ROBBINS, of Pennsylvania. I ask unanimous consent to re-
port from the Committee on Naval Affairs, for consideration at this
time, Senate bill No. 728, for the relief of Martha J. Coston. ;

The bill appropriates $13,000 to Martha J. Coston, in full of all
claims and demands upon the Government of the United States for
the use of the Coston signal-light. -

Mr. HOLMAN. Before raising any question as to the propriety of
considering this bill at this time and reserving all objections, I wonld
be glad if the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Rossins] will
have the report of the committee read. ; )

Mr. ROBBINS, of Pennsylvania. I have here the report of the
Senate committee on this bill, and I send it to the Clerk’s desk to be
read '

The Clerk read the following report of the Committee on Naval
Affairs of the Senate : . .

ey e roctachis g rier b b e Bl
and a or ef of pe ', BCCOM NO.
334, which is referred to as embracing a statement of the facts in the case beforeus,
Mrs. Coston is the widow of Benjamin ¥, Coston, the inventor of the tel
ntght«lﬁ::ls( which bear his name, an invention and & perfected by her
her husband’s death, and which was and has nsed by our naval
eArs.
gml.nwmzmmd. and at the commencement of the war the De-
gmnant made a proposition to the petitioner to scll to the Government the right
manufacture these signals for the nse of the Navy, and an aa:c.?mprhﬂon for the
’gm was passed, which she mu.mlmm officers of the Government found it
sﬂ cult (if not impossible) to maw them to advan and the Secretary
of the Navy requested Mra. Coston to undertake their mannfacture for the Navy;
per set of twelve pieces was agreed npon at §4.50. This was in the
1861; the signals were delivered, and the price named was paid. The
er urged at that time, and now claims, that by reason of the increased cost
r and materials she was entitled to, and have received, an advance
over and above the price stipulated. To this complaint, however, the 'De ent
would not listen, as the price had been fixed by ent; and it is belioved by
the committee that she continued in the business of supplying these signals to the
Government almost, if not quite, withoat profit. 5
By law it was provided that on contracts madegreﬂmm ita the taxes
and duties subsequently imposed should be paid by the purchaser, when tho
petitioner endeavored to obtain the amount of taxes from the NavgaDeparhnan;
she was met with the suggestion that no written ment could be found con-
tracting with her at the price named, therefore the law was not applicable to her
case. Near the closeof the war the Department increased the price of her signals
to §6 per set, thus ackmwledoﬁing the justice of her demand, but there were very
few delivered after this , and the increase did not cover those already fur-
nished. Subsequent to the time of onwrin;ﬁ?ito the agreement referred to taxes
on manufacturer’s sales were imposed and to be paid by the petitioner; ad-
ditional duties were also levied on some of the articles entering into these signals,
the prices for labor almost doubled, and the chemicals used increased in cost from
50 to 75 per cent., and the certificates given her in payment were sold at a discoun
The following letter from Rear-Admiral Smith is made a part of this report:
WASHIXGTOX, July 1, 1865.
8ig: In regard to the reference from you to me of Mrs. M. J. Costou’s letter to
{ou of June 24 last, touching sation to her for the Coston si I
eave to eay that the arrangement for employing those signals was & in the Bu-
rean of Detail in the spring of 1861, then in o of Commodore Paulding;
ce was agreed upon, as well as I remember, at §1.50 set of twelve pieces.
he signals were farnished as required, and paid for at that price. )
The war greatly increased the cost of the ‘materials, and consequently Mrs. Cos-
ton petitioned for an inerease of price on that before the war agreed upon. This
‘was not granted, on the plea that the price had been fixed. The delivery, receipt,
and payment for the is ample evidence of that fact. -
By the act of June 30, 1864, 97, persons who shall have made any contract
prior to the passage of said act are authorized to add to the prices th 80 much
money as will be equivalent to the duty so subsequently imposed. Now, Mrs.
Eg:m claims that the of the signals was fixed before the e of the

and the
p?titﬁm
o

- Mfﬂulm.nndmnhehuajustckimnpuntha(iwammt or the amount
of the tax. ’
The claim of Mrs. Coston for an increase of price on the signals, after the con-
}jngu;ciwofthewnhatgzmﬂyil;nmadthangngethemﬁaﬂ&&mjmﬁ
air, in my opinion ; as that requeat was denied Ordnance Department, s
is gmﬁﬂodwmmm;lnthebﬂhmdmz. 2
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hon. GInEoN WELLES, '
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O. i/

The petitioner paid taxes, as per statement, §13,000, and if allowed interest, wonld
make her claim amonnt to some over §21,000.

The committee, after careful examination of the papers before them, have ar-
rived at the same Tnsi the House committee of the Forty-third Con,
and recommend that Mrs, Coston be paid the sum of §15,000, in full of
her claim against the Government, and report the accompanying bill and ask its
Ppassage.

There being no objection, the bill was ordered to a third reading,
read the third time, and passed. -

Mr. ROBBINS, of Pennsylvania, moved to reconsider the vote by
which the bill was passed ; and also moved that the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table. :

The latter motion was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSOXN, one of their clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill g&. No. 960) to continue the
publicprinting ; in which theconcurrence of the House wasrequested.

PENSION BILLS REPORTED.

Mr. JENKS, by unanimous consent, {from the Commiftee on Invalid
Pensions, mForted back, with a favorable recommendation, Senate
bills of the following titles; which were referred to the Committeo
of the Whole on the Private Calendar :

A bill (8. No. 539) to provide for an increase of pension in favor of

A t;nu (eéiylé 599)

i . No. nting a
widow of the late Reg:ldmﬁ-al

JOS. SMITIL |

nsion to Catharine A. Winslow,
ohn A. Winslow;
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A bill (8. No. 737) granting a pension to Harrison H. Dodds; and

A bill (8. No. 35) equalizing pensions of certain officers in the Navy.

Mr. JENKS also, from the same committee, reported bills of the
following titles; which were severally read a first and second time,
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar,
and, with the accompanying reports, ordered to be printed :

A bill (H. R. No. 3 ;gmnt-ing a pension to Clara L. Attleton;

A bill (H. R. No. 3821) granting & pension to William Quintin ;

A bil]l i{ H. R. No. 3822) granting a pension to Samuel Mercer and

ary F. Mercer ;

A bill (H. R. No. 3323) granting a pension to Matilda and Mary

eymes;
A bill (H. R. No. 3824) granting a pension to Reese Lammey;

A bill (H. R. No. 3825) for the relief of Angelina Powers, of the
County of Bradford, in the State of Pennsylvania; and

A bill (H. R. No. 3826) granting a pension to Samuel A. Wilborne.

] DANIEL KAY.

Mr. JENKS also, from the same committee, reported back adversely
the application of Daniel Kay for a pension ; which was laid on the
table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed.

EDWARD BOOKER.

Mr, JENKS also, from the same committee, reported back the bill
H. R. No. 1131) restoring to the }éension-m the name of Edward
ker, of the county of Heunry, State of Virginia, a soldier of the
war of 1812, whose name was dropped from the rolls under the act of
February 4, 1862; and moved that the committee be discharged from
the er consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions,
The motion was agreed to,
DRURY DUNAWAY.

Mr. JENKS also, from the same committee, reported back the
tion of Drury Dunaway for a pension, and moved that the committee
be discharged from its further eonaid’arstion, and that it be referred
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.

The motion was agreed to.

ISABELLA J. BROWN.

Mr. JENKS also, from the same committee, reported baeck the peti-
tion of Isabella J. Brown, widow of Branson Brown, late a private
in Company B, Ninth Illinois Infantry, and moved that the commit-
tee be discharged from the further consideration of the same, and that
it be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs,

The motion was agreed to,

ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE.

Mr. BANKS. The Committee on the Centennial Celebration, to
whom was referred an invitation to the Speaker and members of the
House to attend a celebration in this city of the one hundredth an-
niversary of American Independence, have directed me to submit the
report which I send to the desk.

e Clerk read as follows :

The Committee on the Centennial Celebration, to whom was referred
nication from John B. Blake, esq., president of the Society of the Oldest Inhabitants
of the District of Columbia, inviting the Speaker and members of the House of
Representatives to attend their celebration of the centennial anniversary of Amer-
m Independence in the city of Washington, respectfully report the following

ution :

Resolved, That the Speaker be, and hereby is, authorized to appoint a committee
of thirteen members to attend on the part 3} the House the celgll::?ntian of the cen-
tennial anniversary of American Independence in the d? of Washington by the
Bociety of the Oldest Inhabitants of the Distriet of Columbia.

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, this society has for many years held
celebrations of the anniversary of American Independence. It is a
most respectable society, and I am confident that any committee
which we may send will be properly received.

The resolntion reported by the committee was adopted.

Mr. BANKS. A memorial of employésof the Public Printing Office,
asking a furlough, without loss of , to attend the centennial
exposition, was referred to the Committee on the Centennial Cele-
bration, who have directed me to move that they be discharged from
gaft:rt-i:ar consideration and that it be referred to the Committee on

rinting,

Mr. ONEILL. The resolution I send up to the desk will embrace
and cover that, I ask that it may be read to the House.

Mr. BANKS. Thisis not eonnected with any other subject. I move
it be referred to the Committee on Printing.

The memorial was referred to the Committee on Printing.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES.

Mr. O'NEILL. I ask unanimous consent to submit for adoption at
this time the following joint resolution:

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled, That
the 3d day of July, 1876, be observed as a natioual holiday, and the offices and De-
partments of the Government be closed on that day as on the 4th day of July.

Mr. HURLBUT. I object.

Mr. O'NEILL. The object of this joint resolution is to make the
3d day of July of this centennial year, 1876, a national holiday, so
that those in positions in the Departments at Washington and in
Government offices elsewhere throngh the country may without loss
of pay for that day go to Philadelphia, if they so desire, to join in the

H

ti-

& commu-

centennial celebration, which commences the evening of the 3d. The
4th day of July is a national holiday by existing law. ’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is objection insisted upon ?

Mr. HURLBUT. Itis; we are going to stay here ourselves.

Mr, NEILL, I think not.

PICERELL & BROOCKS.

Mr. CABELL, from the Committee on War Claimahreported a bill
(H. R. No. 3827) for the relief of Pickrell and Broocks, of Virginia;
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying
report, ordered to be printed.

WILLIAM BUSHBY.

Mr. CABELL also, from the same committee, reported back a bill
(H. R. No. 740) for the relief of William Bushby ; which wasreferred
to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the
accompanying report ordered to be printed.

EASTERN BAND CHEROKEE INDIANS.

Mr. SCALES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported back
a bill (H. R. No. 3209) to authorize the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
to receive lands in payment of judgments to eastern band of Chero-
kee Indians with the recommendation that it do

The bill, which was read, provides that the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs be, and is hereby, authorized and empowered to collect and
receive in payment of the amount dne on certain judgments in favor
of William Johnston and against William H. Thomas, now held by
him in trust for the eastern band of Cherokee Indians of North Car-
olina, the lands mentioned and described in the award of Rufus Bar-
ringer, John H. Dillard, and Thomas Ruffin, as a board of arbitrators,
under date of October 23, 1874, upon which such judgments were a
lien; snch lands to be taken at their cash value, to be determined by
an appraisal to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and con-
veyed to the eastern band of Cherokee Indians in fee-simple; pro-
vided that if the lands above mentioned shall not be sufficient in
value to pay off and discharge said judgment, the Commissioner is
anthorized to receive such other lands as the said eastern band of In-
dians may select, by and with the assent of the said Commissioner, to
an amount sufficient to discharge the said judgment.

Mr. SCALES. I do not think there can be any objection to the
passage of that bill.

Mr. RAINEY. I have a word to say on that bill.

Mr. SCALES. It provides for the payment of certain jundgments
heretofore recovered on behalf of the North Carolina Cherokees against
one William H. Thomas. He is almost insolvent exeept as to lands.
The Indian eouncil have agreed they will take the lands at a valua-
tion to be appraised by gmna a&:pointed by themselves. Itisalready
agreed upon between them, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
approves of if,and drew up a bill and sent it here to accomplish the
pu . I'hope the bill will pass.

r. RANDALL. No bill of that kind shounld pass the House with-
out a fuller explanation than we have had.

The SPE R pro tempore. The gentleman did not object to the
bill and it is now too late.

Mr. HOLMAN., It is still subject to the point of order.

The SPEAKER lpro tempore. the bill appropriate any money ¥

Mr. SCALES. It does not appropriate a cent out of the T
of the United States.

Mr. HOLMAN. It does indirectly.

Mr. RAINEY. It isto getrid of some worthless lands, giving them
in satisfaction of judgments held by these Indians.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is not exactly apprised as
to the facts. The gentleman from North Carolina says the bill does
not apgropriate the public lands of the United States or money out
of the ury.

Mr, HOLMAN., I do not insist on the point of order.

The bill was ordered to be en 1 and read a third time; and
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. SCALES moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was

~ ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

CONTUMACIOUS WITNESS.

Mr. BOONE. I rise to a privileged question. I ask that the sub-
na and return to it, as well as a telegram which I send up, be read
or the information of the House.
The Clerk read as follows :

By authority of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States
of America.

To Joux G. THoMPsoN, E&q., Sergeant-at-Arms, or his special messenger :

You are hereby commanded to summon Colonel W. ¥. Shaffer to be and ap
before the Expenditures in Interior Department Committee of tho House of -
resentatives of the United States, of which Hon. WiLLiAM MUTCHLER is chair-
man, in their chamber in the city of Washington, forthwith, then and there to tes-
tify touching matters of inquiry committed to sald committee ; and he is not to de-
part without leave of said committee.

Herein fail not. and make return of this summons.

Witness my hand and the seal of the House of Representatives of the United

States at the City of Washington, this 1st day of June, 1876,
[mR. . M. C. KERR, Speaker.

GEo, M. Apams, Olerk.
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RETURN.

Subpena for William F. Shaffer before the Committee on Expenditures in the
Interior Department. Served June 12, 9.30 p. m., personally, by reading and by

leaving copy.
Bacoadti Ay Kk af Begrevenialive
eant-at- A ,
| DONAVIN.
CixcisxaTi, OHIO, June 1.

To Jouxs G. THOMPEON, Sergeant-at-Arms, Washington City :

Subpenaed Colonel William F. Shaffer at nine and a half o'clock p. m. He says
he will p d i diately to Washington when the convention is over,

5. K. DONAVIN.

Mr. BOONE. I desire to state that Colonel Shaffer is in default,
not having made his appearance before the committee. I therefore
send to the Clerk’s desk a resolution for the adoption of the House.

The Clerk read as follows:

Whereas Willlam F. 8baffer was, on the 10th day of June, instant, duly sum-
moned to appear and testify before a standing committee of this House ou the ex-
penditures in the Interior Department, and has without sufficient cause neglectod
to appear before said committee pursuant to said summons: Therefore,

ltesolved, 'Ihat the Speaker issne his warrant directed to the SerFeaanAmu.
commanding bim to take into custody the body of the said Willlam F. Shaffer
wherever to be found, and to bave the same forthwith brought before the bar of
the House, to answer for contempt of the authority of the House in thus failing to
appear before said committee.

Mr. BOONE. I desire to state that there is a matter before the
Committee on Expenditures in the Interior Department which is a
matter of importance, and the evidence of Mr. Shaffer in relation
thereto we tI%:m material and important. The committee are of
opinion that he does not desire to appear. I demand the previous
question on the adoption of the resolution.

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered;
and under the operation thereof the resolution was adopted.

Mr. BOONE moved to reconsider the voté by which the resolution
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on
the table,

The latter motion was agreed to.

NEW MADRID LOCATIONS IN MISSOURI.

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask unanimous consent to have put upon its
passage at this time the bill (H. R. No. 100) granting legal titles to
all New Madrid locations in the State of Missouri for which patents
have not heretofore been issned.

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the bill be reported.

The bill was read.

Mr. HOLMAN., I reservethe question of consideration on this bill
until thi; gentleman from Missouri has made his statement in expla-
nation of it.

Mr. BUCKNER. I hold in my hand a favorable report on this bill
by the Committee on Private Land Claims,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is informed by the Clerk
that the bill is now in Committee of the Whole on the state of the

Union.
I shall ask to have the Committee of the Whole

Mr. BUCKNER.
discharged from its further consideration.

The object of this Dbill is merely to convey the legal title to these
lands to the parties who have an equitable title to them. This is
necessary in consequence of the decision of the Supreme Court of the
United States that the statute of limitations in any State does not
begin to run in favor of a Enrty claiming under a title nnless he has
a patented title. That is the object of the bill. It does not convey
a foot of land. The Government has conveyed the title long ago,
and the objeet of the bill is to give the legal title to these New Mad-
rid holders. As the law now is, under the decision of the Supreme
Court a party may be in possession fifty years under one of these
New Madrid location titles and yet ecannot avail himself of the stat-
ute of limitations.

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman state why the patent does not

ssue T

Mr. BUCKNER. That may be explained in this way : The certifi-
cates issned under the act of Con are regarded as good, legul
titles, and hence these parties make no effort to get patents, Rely-
ing upon the decisions of our courts, they regard them as legal titles;
and patents are never issued except on the application of the parties
interested. The whole object of this bill is merely in the interest of
peace, to stop litigation. There is nothing else in it, and I hope gen-
tlemen will make no objeetion to if.

Mr. CONGER. I ask that the bill may be reported agnin.

Mr. HOLMAN. What extent of land is affected by this bill ¢

Objection was made to the present consideration of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill is not
before the House,

.
1

GEORGE GROVE.

_Mr. RAINEY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Inva-
lid Pensions, reported back, with a favorable recommmendation, the
bill (H. R. No. 3461) granting a pension to George Grove; and the
same was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal-
endar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed.

BALE OF DESERT LANDS IN CALIFORNIA.
Mr. LANE. I am instruncted by the Committee on Public Lands to
report, with amendments, the bill (H. R. No. 125) to provide for the
sale of deserf lands in Modoc and Biskiyou Counties, in California,
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and to ask nnanimons consent that the bill, as amended, may be put
upon its passage.
Mr. PIPER. I object to the present consideration of the bill.
Mr. LANE. I withdraw it.
CHANGES OF REFERENCE,

On motion of Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, the Committee
on Revolntionary Pensions were discharged from the further con-
sideration of the following bill and petitions; and the same were re-
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions:

The bill (H. R. No. 3699) to increase the pension of Mrs. Louisa
Kearney, widow of Lientenant-Colonel James Kearney, corps of Topo-
graphical Engineers, Unifed States Armny ;

'ghe petition of Martha Somerville, of Davidson County, Tennessee;
n

The petition of Anna Brasil, widow of David Brasil, sergeant in the
revolutionary war.

a

JAMES 0. ROBERTSON.

Mr. SEELYE, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on In-
dian Affairs, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the
bill (H. R. No. 3210) for the relief of James O. Robertson eﬂi!‘lil and
the same was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private
Calendar.

F. PROSH AND T. F. M'ELROY.

Mr. GUNTER, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Pri-
vate Land Claims, reported back House bill No. 3617, for the relief of
F. Prosh and T. F. McElroy, of Washington Territory; and moved
that the committee be discharged from its further eonsideration and
that it be referred to the Committee of Claims,

The motion was agreed to,

MARION WILLSAPS,

Mr. GUNTER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
3828) for the relief of Marion Willsaps; which was read a first and
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or-
dered to be printed.

STEPHEN POWERS,

Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the
Judiciary, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, House bill
No. 3332, for the relief of Stephen Powers ; which was referred to the
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accom-
panying report ordered to be printed.

UNITED STATES PRISONERS.

Mr. McCRARY. I am directed by the Committee on the Judiciary
to report back, with an amendment, S8enate bill No. 435, to amend sec-
tion 5546 of the Revised Statutes of the United Btates providing for
imprisonment and transfer of United States prisoners, and to ask that
the bill be now considered and passed. )

The bill provides that section 5546 of the Revised Statutes of the
United States shall be amended to read as follows :

SEC. 5546. All persons who have been, or who may hereafter be, convicted of
erime by any court of the United States, whose punishment is imprisonment in a
district or Territory where, at the time of conviction, or at any time during the
term of imprisonment, there may be no penitentiary or jail snitable for the con-
finement of convicts or available therefor, shall be confined dm'inu% the term for
which they have been or may be sentenced, or during the residue of said term, in
some suitable jail or penitentiary in a convenient State or Territory, to be daﬁg-
nated by the Attorney-General, and shall be transported and delivered to the ward-
en or keeper of such or penitentiary by the marshal of the district or Territo
where the conviciion has occurred ; and, igthe conviction be bad in the Dintriet?;
Columbia, the transportation and delivery shall be by the warden of the jail of that
District; the reasonable actual expense of transportation, necessary subsistence,
and hire and transportation of guards and the warshal, or the warden of the jail in
the District of Columbia only to be paid by the Attorney-General outof the judiciary
fund. Batif, in the opinion of the Attorney-General, the of transportation
from any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, in which there is no peniten-
tiary, will exceed the cost of maintaining them in jail in the State, Territory, or the
District of Columbia, during the period of their sentence, then it shall belaw{ul so to
confine them therein for the designated in their stive sentences, And
such change may be ordered in any case when, in the opinion of the Attorney-Gen-
eral it is necessary for the preservation of the health of the prisoner, or when, in his
opinion, the place of confinement is not sufficient to secure the custody of the pris-
oner, or beeause of cruel or improper treatment : Provided, howerer, That no chan
shall be made in the case of any prisoner on the ground of the unhealthiness of 1
prison, of because of his treatment, after his convietion and during his term of im-
{luﬂgﬂlmh unless such change shall be applied for by such prisoner, or some one

The amendment reported from the Committee on the Judiciary was
to strike out the words “such change’ before the words “may be
ordered in any case,” and to insert in lien the words “the place of
imprisonment ;” also in the same line to strike out the word “ordered”
aud to insert the word “changed;” so that it will read: “and the

lace of imprisonment may be changed in any case when, in the opin-
1on of the Attorney-General,” &e.

Mr. LORD. Isitin order to pass bills now against the unfinished
business of yesterday, which has precedence this morning !

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Only by unanimous consent.

Mr. McCRARY. This bill has been read, and it will take but a
moment more to pass it.

Mr. LORD. Idesire wo give notice that I shall object to any other
bill or any other business except bills for reference.

Thalaiuundment reported from the Committee on the Judiciary was
agreed to. .

The bill, as amended, was then read a third time, and passed.
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Mr. McCRARY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. GOODIN. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry of the
Chair.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will hear the gentleman.

Mr. GOODIN. %t is the re, order for this hongre?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order is the unfinished
business at the adjournment of yesterday’s session: the Geneva award
bill.

Mr. GOODIN. To-day being Friday, does not the consideration of
the Private Calendar precedence ¥

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the order made for the consider-
ation of the Geneva award bill no exception was made in to
private-bill day; it is a continuing order, for Friday as well as for
any other day.

Mr. LORD. I desire to state that after the gentleman from Maine
[Mr. FrYE] shall have concluded his remarks (he being compelled
to leave the Hall this morning) I will not antagonize a motion to go
into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.

CLERK OF REAL-ESTATE-POOL COMMITTEE.

Mr. POWELL, from the Committee of Acconnt.aéra the fol-
lowing resolution ; which was read, considered, an pted:

Resolved, That the Select Committee on Investigation of the Real-Estate Pool
and Jay Cooke & Co.'s Indebtedness be, and they are hereby, allowed to retain the
services of a clerk from the day of last appointment to the 15th day of July, 1876,

Mr. POWELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu-
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

CLERK OF POST-OFFICE COMMITTEE.

Mr. POWELL, from the Committee of Accounts, also reported the
following resolution; which was read, considered, and adopted :

Resolved, That the clerk of the Committee on the Post-Office nnd Post-Roads be,
and e is hereby, allowed 85 per day from the 1st day of April, 1876, instead of $4
per day, as heretofore allowed.

Mr. POWELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

GENEVA AWARD.

Mr. LORD. I call for the regunlar order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order is the consideration
of the bill (H. R. No. 26585) reported by the Committee on the Ju-
diciary for the distribution of the unappropriated moneys of the Ge-
neva award, on which the gentleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] is en-
titled to the floor.

Mr. MILLS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. Is there any limit
fixed to the discussion of this Geneva award bill? It seems to be en-

ing the whole time of the House to the exclusion of all other
nsiness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not a parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. MILLS. I ask whether debate on this bill is unlimited

The SPEAKER fro tempore.  There is no limitation except such as
may be fixed by the action of the House,

Mr. MILLS. Then I move that all debate on thissubject be closed
after to-day, if that is a proper motion.

Mr. LORD. I have not yielded the floor for any such purpose.

Mr. MILLS. I desire to have some limit fixed to the debate. I
would like to have the question Ent on my motion.

Mr. FRYE. I believe I have the floor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Does the gentleman from Maine [Mr.
FBYE]Fyield for the motion of the gentleman from Texas?

Mr. kRY]E}. No, sir; there are several other gentlemen who want
to speak.
dﬂhlr. MILLS. Ido nof propose to stop debate now, but after to-

Y. =)

Mr. FRYE. I understand that the gentleman from New York, [ Mr.
Lorp,] who has charge of this bill, proposes as soon as I get through
to yield, that the House may go into Committee of the Wkole on the
Private Calendar. My reason for going on now is that I am obliged
to leave, owing to the condition of my health.

Mr. 8. Idonot wish tointerfere with the gentleman’s speech,
or any other speech that may be made to-day; but I desire that we
may have some time to attend to other business.

Mr. FRYE. M. Speaker, the conclusions at which your commit-
tee have arrived can be sustained no more forcibly than by a brief
recital of the caunses of complaint of our Gevernment against Great
Britain, the attendant circumstances, the negotiations, the treaties
proposed, the proceedings before the tribunal d upon, the award,
and the action of Congress relating to its distribution.

Our country was in the midst of a terrible civil war, section arrayed
against section, the Republic stmgfling for life, and that life in im-
minent danger; then, when the confederacy had nonavy, not a single
ship of war, no barbor of refuge, no ports open, no ship-yards, no
docks, no prize courts, nothing appertaining to a naval power what-

soever, came the terrible news that Great Britain had recognized
their belligerent rights—a recognition unexpected, unauthorized, un-
just, and wicked, made for the purpose of humiliating if not destroy-
ing us. Says Reverly Johnson in his dispatch to Mr. Seward:

The history of the world furnishes no instance of so speedy a recognition in the
caso of revolutionary efforts to subvert an existing government. At the time it
was made the insu t8 had no port within which to build a ship of war large or
small, or the power to get her ont if she wasbuilt. Nor had they any port to which
they could carry :lznlﬁis that they might capture as prize of war for condemna-
tion in & court of iralty.

The proclamation granting these rights was issued just before our
minister, Mr. Adams, had been received by the British government.
At his first interview he said: .

I must be itted to express the great regret I had felt on learning the decis-
ion to issue the Queen's p on, which at once raised the insurgents to the
level of a belligerent state. * * * It pronounced the insurgents to be n bellig-
erent state before they had ever shown their capacity to maintain any kind of war-
fare whatever. * * * Ttcon<idered them a maritime power before they had ever
exhibited a single privateer on the ocean,—Correspondence conecerning clavins against
Great Britain, volume 1, paﬁea 183, 184,

Soon after it was known in Washington, our Government wrote to Mr. Adams :
*“ The whole American people, so far as they are American, are shocked, offended,
and dé&innwdwith declarations of neutrality by the British government.""—1Ibid.,
page

What was the result? In June, 1861, the Sumter escaped from the
Mississippi, and destroyed the ship Golden Rocket the 3d of July. She
was insured. The underwriters refused to pay, and the courts sus-
tained the refusal. In October following the Nashvilleescaped. At
this time our ships were in every sea, in all the ports of the world,
fmii'hted with the productions of every country, bearing the fortunes
of thoussnds of our citizens. The intense alarm of our merchants and
ship-owners can at this late day hardly be realized. The hawk
hovers over the chickens, and the hen gathers them under her wing.
Whither could our scattered ships flee for protection? The wing of
the Government was powerless to cover them. But how fared these
cruisers? They were at once welcomed in every British port; their
officers féted, their sailors made heroes of, their achievements glo-
rified. Such encouragement bore its legitimate frnit. A few more
vessels escaped from confederate ports—the Boston, Jeff. Davis, Sallie,
and Retribution—doing, however, but little damage. English ship-
yards became busy, and the Florida, the Alabama, the Georgia, the
Tallahassee, the Chickamauga, and the Shenandoah, bnilt in those
yards, equipped, provisioned, and manned in English ports, were soon
preying upon Americancommerce. Severalof thesecruisers werenever
in a confederate port during the war. The destruction of our ship-
ping was immediate and the effect upon our commerce terrible. For
years we had been increasing our ocean tonnage immensely—from 1830
to 1840, 60 per cent.; from 1540 to 1850, 75 per cent.; from 1850 to 1860,
60 per cent., and in 1861 had reached our highest point, having afloat
2,700,000 tons, and ocenpying the second place among the nations of
the earth in the extent of ocean tonnage. A few years more of such
advance would have given us the proud position of mistress of the seas.
Perhaps England saw this, feated it, and those crnisers were only
doing her will. From 1861 to 1266 more than a million tons of this
shipping was lost to us; more than one hundred thonsand were burned
by English ernisers, sailing under the confederate flag, and more than
nine hundred thousand sought protection under foreign flags, prinei-

ally under thatof England. TEevnlne of thatremaining was crippled

y the perils from cruisers, the risk of sailing under our flag being so
soeat as to drive a large proportion of the earrying trade into foreign
bottoms. Our prestige was gone, our commercial power broken, and
England was without a rival. 'Who ean estimate the gain to her, ac-
quired by her wrong to us?

As might well be supposed, all the loyal people of our country were
dwp]i’ profoundly indignant, incensed at England’s conrse, They
saw their commercial power broken; their citizens, entitled to pro-
tection, deprived of if; their war prolonged; thonsands of precious
lives lost on both sides ; an immense debt incurred, to be an endarin
burden fo them and to their children, all largely the result of this
reckless, unfriendly, and wicked recognition of belligerent n;flltﬂ.
There was a deep-seated and nniversal determination that Great
Britain should be compelled to answer for what we charged npon her
as her crime ; and when the war was over, with our immense Navy,
our Army composed of hnndreds of thousands of veteransoldiers, our
whole people inspired with this intense feeling of nnrequited wrong,
war with England was indeed imminent. But our leading military
officers and our statesmen connseled peace. A war between two snch
nations would be a fearful calamity, destrnctive not only to them, bhut
to the interests of the civilized world. Negotiations were commenced,
the Clarendon-Johnson treaty was pro d, and so earnestly and
ably opposed by Hon. Mr. Sumner that the United States Senate re-
jected it. What was the opposition to it? That it failed to provide
for reparation to onr citizens? By no means. In this it was ample,
certain, and complete. Reverdy Johnson said of it:

This question (thealleged nnauthorized recognition of belligerent rights,) as well
as the question whether this (the English) government had observed their neotral
ohligaﬂons in suffering the Alabama and other vessels to be built and escape from
their ports, will be both before the commission and the nmpire. That their de-
cision will be in favor of the United States I do not doubt. The reasons for this
conviction I will brielly state: First, the recognition of belligerent rights.

Upon this ground, then, independent of the question of pro diligence, the
oblizgation of Great Britain to meet the losses seems to me to Egrmunt apparent.
* = * Iam satisfied that if the convention ﬁuea into operation every dollar dne

on what aro known as the Alabama elaims will be recovered.—Joknson to Seward,
Message and Documents, Department of State, part 1, 1868 and 1869, page 411,
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We could trace all our commercial disasters, all the losses and dam-
ages to our citizens on the seas, directly to this precipitate recognition
of belligerency. Our Government maintained this view, and said,
October 5, 1863 :

“The succeasive pre tions of hostile naval expeditions in Great Britain are re-
garded here as fruits of that injudicious proclamation.” (Page 270.) And January
fi, 1564 ; ** On our part we trace all the evils to an unnecessary and, as we think, an
anomalous recognition by Her Majesty's government.” * * + (Page 273.)

:ln ;;?’ﬁal note to the British government dated May 20, 1865, our Government
maintained : :

First. That the act of mmition * * * was precipitate and noprecedented.

Second. That it had the t of creating these partics belligerents after the ree-
ognition, instead vf merely acknowledging an existing fact. * * *

“Fourth. That during the whole course of the struggle in America, of nearly four
years in duration, there has been no a Eenmnca of the insurgents as a belligerent
on the ocean excepting in the shape of British vessels, constructed, equip sup-
plied, manned, and armed in British e

Seventh, That the failore to check this flagrant abuse of neutrality, * * *
with the aid of the recognition of their belligerent character, has resulted in the
burnine and destroving on the ocean a large nnmber of merchant vessels and a
very large amount of property belonging to the people of the United States.

* - - - - i *

Ninth. That the injuries thns received are of so grave a nature as in reason and
jnstice to constitute a valid claim for reparation and in cation.

- - * - - * -

Again, January 23 and February 3, 1862: * We are embarrassed by the attitnde
of the British government in regard to the entertainment it gives in its ports to
pirates engag *# « * jnestroying our national commerce. * * * Itiseasy
to ses that this is the effect of a premature tion of the insurrection as en-
titled to belligerent rights."—(Page 213.) And February27: * Forour own part, we
must remain in the belief that the canse and the only canse of all the misapprehen-
gions and embarrassments which have ocourred, affecting the two conntries, was an
llnnimm and premature concession of belligerent rights to the insurgents."—
(Page 226,

Johnson, Seward, Adams, Sumner, in fact all of our eminent public
men, held to this doctrine, and all agreed in the assertion that the
Clarendon-Johnson treaty admitted this premature recognition of
belligereney as the basis of our claims, and that under it our citizens
suffering damage from inculpated and exculpated eruisers, by destruc-
tion of their vessels, their cargoes, payment of war premiums or
otherwise, would be fully indemnified. Then to right the wrongs of
citizens nothing more was required. But Mr. Sumner insisted that
while it did amply secure the citizen it failed entirely in repairing
the national wrongs. It opened no door forany claim for prolonging
the war, for money expended in the pursuit of ernisers, for driving
our commerce from the seas, for damages to the nation of infinitely
greater importance than the destruction of private property by con-
federate eruisers. For such reasons the Senate refused to ratify this
treaty, and the ample remedies it afforded for our citizens were lost,
but the reasons for the rejection impressed our people and they
acqniesced. We gave mo release; our purpose continued firm and
unalterable to demand and to receive from Great Britain redress,
The President, in December, 1870, calls the attention of Congress to
the matter, in his message, as follows:

I regret to say that no conclusion has been reached for the adjustment of the
claims against Great Britain, growing out of the eourse adopted 1 gover t
during the rebellion.  «I'hé cabinet of London, so far as its views have been ex-
pressed, does not apﬁar to be willing to concede that Her Majesty's government
was guilty of any negligence, or did or permitted any act during the war by which
the United States has ﬁfl:‘.- canse of complaint. Our firm and unalterable convic-
tions are directly the reverse. I therefore recommend to Congress to authorize the
appointment of a8 commission to take proof of the amount and ownership of these
several elaims on notice to the representatives of Her Majesty at Washington, and
that anthority be given for the ment of these claims by the Unitefl States, so
that the Government shall have the ownership of the private claims, aswell as the
responsible control of all the demands t Great iirllni.n.

It cannot be ne-canm3tn add that, whenever Her Majesty's government shall en-
tertain a desire for a full and friendly adjustment of these claims, the United States
will enter upon their consideration with an earnest desire for a conclusion consist-
ent with the honor and dignity of both nations.

This aronsed Great Britain and negotiations were commenced in
1871, which resulted in the treaty of Washington. Arbitrators were
mutually agreed upon. The United States appeared as plaintiff, En-
gland as defendant. What did the counsel for the plaintiff claim
before this angust tribunal ?

1. Claims for direct losses growing out of the destruction of vessels
and their cargoes by the insurgent cruisers.

2. The national expenditures in pursuit of those eruisers.

3. The loss in the transfer of the American commercial marine to
the British flag.

4. The enhanced payment of insurance.

5. The prolongation of the war and the addition of a large sum to
its cost, &e.

Were the whole of these claims seriously maintained? Undoubt-
edly, and had been from the beginning. The proufs of this are con-
clusive. When this case became known in England the whole nation
seemed to have been suddenly stricken by madness. The statesmen,
the press, and the people clamored, raved, denounced, and denied.
Time wore away. The final hearing was approaching, and once more
an earnest effort was made to reconcile the differences. An addi-
tional stipulation was proposed to the Senate, as follows:

‘Whereas both governments adopt for the future the principle that elaims for re-
mate or indirect losses should no Imitted as the result of failure to observe
neuntral obligations, so far as to declare that it will hereafter gunide the conduct of
both governments in their relations with each other : Now, therefore, in consider-
ation thereof, tlhe Presidentof the United States, by and with the advice and con-
aent of the Senate theraof, consents that he will make no elaim, on the part of the

United States, in respect of indirect losses, as aforesaid, before the tribunal of ar-
bitration at Geneva.

Congress adjourned before any conclusion was arrived at. In the
mean time these rules had been agreed upon, adopted by both nations
for the govérnment of the arbitrators:

A neutral government is bonnd—

First, to use due diligence to prevent the fitting out, arming, orE?tlipping within
its jurisdiction of any vessel which it has reasonable ground to believe is intended
to ernise or to ¢ on war against a power with which it is at peace; and also to
use like diligence to prevent the departure from its jurisdiction of any vessel in-
tended to eruise or carry on war as above, such vessel having been specially adapted,
in whole or in part, within such jurisdiction to w 6 nse.

Secondly, not to permit either belligerent to make use of its ports or waters as
the base of naval nln‘_mt-iona against the other, or for the of the renewal or

augmentation of milita nupﬁlies or arms, or the recruitment of men.
Thirdly, to exercise due diligence in its own and waters, and as to n!ldper-
sons within its jurisdietion, to prevent any on of the foregeing obligations

and duties,

The 15th of June was fast approaching, when our Government must
present final argument or lose their hold on the treaty. An adjourn-
ment was proposed, was had, from the 15th to the 19th of June; con-
sultations were held, dispatches sent and received, until the tribunal
anmounced that, after careful consideration, in their opinion the
claims of the United States for, first, the losses in the transfer of the
American commercial marine to the British flag; second, the enhunced
payment of insurance; and, third, the prolongation of the war, &e.,
must be excluded. Then the case proceeded at once to final hearing.
I wish to call your attention to certain dispatches and communica~
tions caleulated to throw light ngon this finding,

April 2, 1872, the Secretary of State wrote to General Schenck :

Neither the Government of the United States, nor, so far as I can hear, any con.
siderable number of the American people, have ever attached much importance to
the indirect claims, or have ever expected or desired any award of damagzes on their
account. * = * In the correspondence I have gone as far as prudence would
allow in intimating that we ueither desired nor expected any pecuniary award, and
that we shounld be content with an award that a state is not liable in pecunia
damages for the indirect results of a failure to observe its neutral obligations. ?t:
is not the interest of a country situato as are the United States, with their large
extent of sea-coast, a small Navy, and a small internal police, to have it established
that a nation is liable in damages for the indirect, remote, or consequential results
of a failure to observe its neatral doties.—The dl ting the G,
Arbitration, page 63. 1

It is not for 51 ir interest to exaggerate the r?ndhﬂitiea of neutrals, butonly
in the sense of their action in this respect thronghout their whole national life-time
to restrain the field of arms and enlarge that of peace.—Argument of Counsel at
Geneva, Papers, de., volume 3, page 223.

* * + Tt is not the interest of a country sitnate as are the United States, with
their large extent of sea-coast, a small Navy, and a smaller internal police, to have it
established that a nation is liable in rhma&es, &e¢. * * * This Government ex-
pects to be inthe{nt.um, as it has been in the past, a neutral much more of the time

than a belligeren
HAMILTON FISH.

corresp resp

—Papers, de., volume 2, page 476.

The United States have had occasion to look practically on both sides of the ques-
tion, and therefore sometimes to assert nentral duties, while more lgenemlly assert-
ing nentral rights and the polic -nfr}me. to such extent and under such cirenm-
stances as 1o have rendered nited States the champion of neutral rights.

* & w
HAMILTON FISH.
—Papers, dc., volume 4, pages 548, 549,

Again Mr. Schenck says:

I think the principle declared in this article for future observance between the
two nations is one which, if settled and maintained, must be of inestimable ad-
vantage to the United States. With our chances of being generally neutral, when
Great Britain and the other European states are helligerent, the benefits of the
rule are to be principally and oftenest ours. Our continental position, our extended
sea-coast, our numerous ports, the cnw?:cming character of our citizens, and the
difficulty of restraining their spirit of adventure, surely make the rule that
would thus be established more valuable and more favorable to the United States
than to perhaps any other country.

Immediately the opinion of the tribunal was assented to—
[Telegram No. 114, Mr. Fish to General Schenck and Mr. Davia.)

* % * The President directs me to say that he accepts the declaration of the
tribunal, as its judgment upona ulineet.ton of public law, which he felt that the in-
terests of hoth governments required should be decided. * * * This is the at-
tainment of an end which this Government had in view in the putting forth of
those claims. We had no desire for a pecuniary reward, but red an expres-
sion by the tribunal as to the liability of a nentral for claims of that character.

. FISH.
—Papers, dc., volume 2, page 578,

Letter of Hon. E, R. Hoar, one of the commissioners.

America's statesmen, in charge of her case, were neither narrow-minded nor
short-sighted. They realized that this was the golden opportunity to gain advan-
tage not only for our nation, but for all nations, ndvantage compared with which
any amount of mere mone i.ndmnnhlltsr would be insignificant Our policy, so
wisely inangurated by Wi Fm, always been to aveid complications with
foreign powers, and to be strietly neutral in foreign wars. Hence we been the
champion of the rights of neutrals, which England had habitually infringed upon
or disregarded. As expressed by our counsel at Geneva, both the sentiments and
the interests of the United States, their history and their future, have made and
will make them the principal advocates and defenders of the rights of neutrals,
before all the world. * * * The world ded, and it was ially the interest
of the United States, to have not only the privileges but the obligations of nentrals
well-defined and established. Tha{n therefore wisely insisted that the tribunal
should give its judgment on these claims. i

They placed the facts and the eiaims before the tribunal, inF that they wonld
be regarded * as a reason why & sum should be awarded which should be an
ample and liberal wmlpe on for our losses by captures and burnings, withont
%uiu into petty details.” * * * They were aware, too, that the injuries which

ngland had inflicted on the United States were such as money could not pay for,
and thongh “ regretted " by England in the treaty, would never be forgotien by
Americans, * * They knew that what Richard Cobden had said daring the
debate in the English Parliament in regard to the Georgia was true, that we “have
& sea-const on the Atlantic and another on the Pacific ; that however vigilant, loyal,
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and true to its principles the American Government might be when England should
be at war, if American nature be human nature, that out of their numerous and
almost inaccessible crecks and corners there will be persons to.send forth fleet
steamers to prey upon her commeree ; that many Americans will think it an act of
actoal patriotism to do so.” * * * They therefore offered to accept a new rule:
*That both governments adopt for the future the principle that claims for remote
or indirect losses should not be admitted as the result of failure to observe neutral
obligations, * * * as the consideration for, and asa final settlement of, the
threo classes of the indirect claims put forth in the case of the United States."—
Short History of Long Negotiations,

From these citations from the history of the transaction the con-
elusion is inevitable that both countries assented in advance to this
finding of the arbitrators, thus saving the treaty and solemnly set-
tling certain great principles of international law.

Itisfurtherevident thatour countl;'thas pre-eminently satisfied with
what had been accomplished up to this time. The premature recog-
nition of belligerent rights had been waived by us, and thns we had
been saved from being placed under guardianship for all the future.
The three rules had been established, and we should have the benefit
of them forever.

Indirect claims had been solemnly adjudicated against, and in all
wars to come between other nations, we, being neutral, should reap the
advantage. The gain to usinall this was immense, hardly to be cal-
culated in money. What we had lost, or what we had paid for these
advantages, I will come to by and by. Thus the obstacles having
been removed, the great trial was proceeded with, proofs were pre-
sented, argnments heard, and finally this judgment entered up :

The tﬂbnnahmlzy am ty of four votes to one, awards to the United States the
sum of $15,500,000 in gold, as the indemnity to be paid by Great Britaintothe United
States for the satisfaction of all the claims referred to the decision of the tribunal.

Precedent to this ﬁnding, the nation for its own benefit gave up the
claim for premature recognition of belligerent rights, insisted upon
and finally compelled the udoFtion of the three rules, under which
the tribunal held that proof of negligence was actnal notice to the
offending government, not knowledge of the people, not notoriety,
not constructive notice, and enabled England to escape from dam-

;[%es caused by all the other crnisers except the Alabama, the Flor-
ida, and the Shenandoah after Melbourne. Our Government for its
own benefit consented fo the preliminary finding of the arbitrators,
thus excluding from their further consideration the national claims
and the increased premiums of insurance as indirect. Clearly she
had a right to barter her own claims for benefits to herself, and the
exchange was pecuniarily satisfactory, for she received more than a
quid pro quo. But did she deliberately sacrifice the claims of Ler
suffering citizens to the same end without any Furpose of compensa-
tion to themn 7 Had she a moral right todoso? Allow me to quote
from the able report of the Judiciary Committee of the Forty-third
Congress :

Having for its own interest withdrawn from the arbitrators the  canse and only
canso of the evil,” thus leaving the tribunal without evid of that liability of
England which the United States bad over and over again in every diplomatic form
insisted upon, is not the United States estopped from denying reparation to its citi-
zens, based upon the finding of a tribunal to which, for its own purposes, it would
notsubmit the evidence { Indeed, by so doing, did not our Government assume this
class ?f losses of its citizens i—Report House Representatives Judiciary Commitlee,
page 1.

I submit, sir, that it appears conclusively our country had no such
unjust purpose. On the contrary, it deliberately and carefully pro-
vided for such contingency.

This letter of instructions shows it:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 8 1571
GENTLEMEYN : The President having appointed you the counsel of the United
States in the matter submitted to the tribunal of arbitration, to meet in Geneva, *

* * it becomes n to give you bricfly the President's instructions on the
subject of your duties. * * *
'].‘hoPm%llent desires to have the subject di d as one bet the tivo

govern-
strongly to seoure, if pussible, the award
of asum in gross. Inthe discussion of this question, and in the treatment of the
entire case, you will be careful not to commit the Government as to the disposition
of what maybeawarded. * * * Ttis ible that there may be duplicate claims
for some of the property alleged to have captured or destroyed, as in the cases
of insurers and red. TheGovernment wishes to hold itself free to decide as to the
rights and elaims of ingurers, upon the termination of the case. If the value of the
property captured or destroyed be recoved in the name of the Government, the
distribution of the amount recovered will be made by this Government, without com-
milttal as to the mode of distribution. It is expected that allsuch committal will be
nviJidh:d itli' ti]l]c:’a.rgumﬁl:‘t of otll}umml. i X
ve the honor to ot our o ent servant, |
AT e HAMILTON FISH.

Hon. Caves CusHING, WILLIAM M. EvarTs, and M. R. WAITE.

Again and again our Government insisted that the award should, if
ossible, befor a gross sum. Why these instructions, why thisanxiety?
“learly assessors would have relieved the Government and the Con-

gress from all care and responsibility in the premises; why then seek
to avoid an assessment as provided for in the treaty? There can be
but one answer. Our Government, having for its own good sac-
rificed certain elaims of its citizens, held itself morally responsible to
those citizens, and, that it might distribute this award equitably to
real sufferers, insisted upon a sum in gross and upon its right to dis-
pose of it without any limitation.

Is there anything in the amonnt of the award, in the manner of
arriving at it, antagonistic to this view? Can any man tell upon
what figures it wus

Again allow me to cite authorities:

It does not appear in the protocols how the arbitrators arrived at this amount.
I am informed that it was reached by mutnal concessions. The neutral arbitrators

ments, and he directs me to urge upon

and Mr. Adams from the beginning of the Elmcmﬂin_z:s were convinced of the pol-
icy of awarding a sum in gross. * * We therefore devoted our energies
toward securing such a sum as shonld be practically an indemuity to the safferers,
Whether we have or have not been sucecessful can be determined only by the final
division of the sum.—Mr. Darig's Report. volume 4, page 8

How the amount of the award obtained at Geneva was made np, what precise
species of losses it was intended to cover, or even how the interest was computed
is not known, and a careful study of the opinio:s of the several arbitrators has
shown us that it was not intended to be known outside of the tribunal itself. (Opin-
ion of the Court of Alabama Claims, Williams ve. The United States.)

Again, by the terms of the award, the smn to be paid was to be a
settlement in full, now and forever, of all the claims referred. Under
the treaty all the claims I have heretofore alluded to were so referred.
It makes no difference that some were decided against for the rea-
sons given ; they were none the less referred and forever settled by
the judgment given:

The high contracting {part!aa engage to consider the result of the proceedings of
the tribunal of arbitration * * as a full, perfect, and final settlement of all
the claims hereinbefore referred to; and further en that every such claim *
* * ghall be considersd and treated as finally settled, barred, and henceforth in.
admissible.—Treaty of Washington, article 11.  And in accordance with the terms
£ B the Einaty ab subiiiood s tbe irfbmnal aco Bewsiy iy, pocfosy; ame faaily
nmed."-Ded{t‘on and Award Papers, dc., volume 4, pgge 53n.f. o !

Now, sir, the conclusion seems to me inevitable that this money paid
over by Great Britain is to be disposed to sufferers on the seas, in the
discretion of Congress. That the Forty-third Congress adopted this
view is clearly apparent from the provisions made for insurance com-
panies. The bill allows them to receive their net losses cansed by all
confederate cruisers. There is no limitation to the three named by
the tribunal, the Alabama, the Florida, and the Shenandoah after
Melbourne. If the strict constrnetionist is right, then Congress has
already violated the terms of the award as much as it would have
doneif it had actually made the distribution onr act, under considera-
tion, provides for. So, too, the court created by that bill has shown
its entire independence of the tribunal; for it hasalready given judg-
ment in cases where the names of the claimants, the claims, the names
of the ships destroyed were never suggested to or heard of by the
arbitrators. If we are to be bound strictly by the tribunal, if the
Government was the agent of claimants, their attorney, by what right
does it provide for any claimant whatsoever who did not plead eo
nomine in that august court? 8ir, the conclusions are inevitable.
England recklessly and wickedly did us a grievous wrong. Our eiti-
zens, outraged, damaged, thousands of them ruined, without legal

without power to compel England to right their wrongs, ap-
pealed to their Government. The nation as such appeared before a
tribunal agreed upon as plaintiff against Great Britain as defendant,
urged nationaland individual elaims; for theirown advantage yielded
the greater portion of their claim, prosecuted the balance to final
judgment, recovered §15,500,000, has already paid out about eight
millions to sufferers, and now holds the balance to be distributed, in
the discretion of Congress, to other sufferers,

And here allow me to place in the scales the admirable opinion of
the court in Williams vs. The United States:

Let not the Wﬂpﬂt attitude of the claimant to the fund for distribution be mis-
understood. hatever his loss may have been, he had not the power to obtain
compensation from Great Britain by his own act. Herarmy and navy would have
proved nncomfortable obstacles in his way to her treasury.  Just here the Govern.
ment of the United States took up his case, and by the exercise of ita powers as a
sovereign, after years of patient labor, by the highest skill in diplomacy, withont
the loss of blood or treasure, obtained the whole amounnt due for the depredations
complained of, thns achieving a triumph which may, in the progress of civilization,
take a higher rank than the profoundest achievements in arms. How the amount
of the award obtained at Geneva was made np, what precise species of losses it was
intended to cover, or oven how the interest was computed is not known. and a care-
ful study of the opinions of the several arbitrators has shown us that it was not in-
tended to be known outside of the fribunal itself. The Government of the United
States accepted the sum awarded in full settlement of all the claims eomEmh('ndetl
in the terms of the treaty, and soon afterward Congress passed the act providing for its
distribution among the claimants, which is to be our chief guide in theactual work
of distribution. 1t is clear that the Government had the right to preseribe the
terms on which claimants should present their elaims. They were not strong enough
to com t.an::l.umt of the money by Great Britain, and when this Government ob-
tained it the claimants had no legal rights to it, except that which this Gove: nment,
by its own acts, chose to accord. They must, therefore, take their respeetive shares
of it, subjeet to all the conditions which the Government has thought fitto appoint,
or not take them at all.

Now, what shall be done with this balance of twelve millions 7
The gentleman from Ohio says, cover it into the Treasury of the
United States. What an act of piracy! The wrongs inflicted by
England would pale in the presence of so much greater wrongs in-
flicted by the Republic npon its own citizens who suffered largely
becanse they loved the flag of their country. Why so cover it into
the Treasury? Because the war was prolonged, the cost increased,
large snms expended in destroying crunisers for the purpose of pro-
tecting our commerce. To be sure, But the Government deliberately
bargained all this and received for it an immense price—ample, com-

lete satisfaction. Who questions its right to do as it pleases with
itsown? But, having thus disposed of it, shall it wickedly stealit back
from its citizens who as such helped pay it, and thus not only refuse
them protection and redress, but take from them the pittance the
merey of Great Britain awarded them? The proposition is too mon-
strous to argue, too outrageons to consider, too absard to discuss.

Now, sir, the gentleman from Massachusefts [Mr. PAYxe] who has
Jjust closed expresses a very tender regard for Great Britain—inti-
mates that she should be consulted as to the disposition of this fund.
| 8ir, she has no lot in it, no right to express an opinion in relation to
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it. It is a judgment the United States recovered against her for
wrong done. Let her be forever silent. The history 1 have given

shows that the only act of hers toward us for the last fifteen years

for which she should not blush with shame was that one of apology
for her wrong, of submission to the tribunal at Geneva, and of pay-
ment of the award,

Mr. Speaker, time will not permit me to argne the question of the
ower of the éovemment over the §15,500,000. If the able and ex-
austive argumemsuf the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. JENKS, ]

from New York, [Mr. Lorp,] and from Iowa [Mr. McCrARY ] do not
convince this Honse that the Congress of the United States may dis-
tribute the fund in its diseretion, governed only by justice and equity,
then no words of mine could. Your committee who made the report
now under consideration, after careful and patient examination,
aFreed, without hesitation, without donbt, upon this proposition as
the basis of their bill. They only departed from it when they ad-
mitted the insurance companies to a participation in the distribu-
tion. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. JENKS] has entered a
motion to strike out that clause. I sincerely hope the House will
strike it ont.

The bill under consideration provides, first, for those who were
damaged by cruisers other than the so-called inculpated—the Ala-
bama, the Florida, the Shenandoah after Melbourne,

EXCULFATED CRUISERS.

Whence comes this distinction between “ inculpated” and “ exenl-

gated " eruisers? 1t is certainly, in fact, a distinction without a dif-
ETENCS,

Take the Shenandoah as an illustration, She was built, armed,
and equipped in England ; her officers and crew shipped there, largely
made op of the very men England saved from the sinking Alabama.
Hmmpamt ions for sea were well known, her purposes well under-
stood. She put to sea; at once commenced her depredations upon our
commerce; finally went into Melbourne to coal. The United States
consul protested against her rendering assistance ; furnished evideuce
of her character to the British anthorities; but his protests were of
no avail. Again ghe sailed, burning ship after ship. The tribunal
holds England liable for all damages done by her after leaving Mel-
bourne, harmless for all caused before. Just prior to her arrival at
Melbourne she burned a Union ship, took the captain, his wife, the
other officers and men, into that port. Are the owners of that ship,is
that captain, and are those sailors-any less entitled to recompense
than those of the ship burned two days after she left that port?
Whence cometh the distinction f Before she arrived at Melbourne
she burned the ship of Mr. Metealf, a worthy constituent of the gen-
tleman from Ohio, who, hearing of the destrnction, and that the Shen-
andoah had gone to England, started at once for the purpose of libel-
ing her. At New York he received notice that she had been turned
over to the United States, sold, and the proceeds, more than sufficient
to pay his entire loss, covered into the United States Treasury. Of
course, if there had been any remedy in the proposed libels, this ac-
tion of the Government had taken it away, and Mr. Metealf returned
home. For three years now he has been in constant attendance at
this Capitol, seeking reparation. His whole fortune wrested from
him by this British cruiser, her wrong admitted, her piratical cruise
stopped, herself sold because of her crime against this American cit-
izen, the purchase-money now in onr Treasury, with millions added
to it by the jundgment of a court, and he still asking for bread and re-
ceiving a stone. And yet the gentleman from Ohio declares it to be
his deliberate opinion that the United States, which certainly owed
to herecitizen protection, failed to render it, shall now hold on to every
dollar she has so received, and his outrsged constituent remain with-
out remedy, becaunse the Shenandoah, when this burning took place,
had not coaled at Melbourne, but had, to be sure, in other English
ports; in fact, had never turned her prow into a confederate port
during the whole of her piratical career!

Again, sir, take the Georgia, another “excunlpated” erniser. Bhe,
too, was built, armed, provisioned and equipped, officered and manned,
in an English port. All of her crew bat two were Englishmen. She
never saw a confederate port, nor sailed within the shore-line of those
States. All of her preparations for sea, her purposes in sailing, were
notorions. Our minister, Mr. Adams, had all the information for a
week before she sailed, and yet the tribunal held England harmless
in respect to the damages she cansed, and gentlemen on this floor ean
see no resson in law, equity, justice, or good conscience why our Gov-
ernment should seek to repair the wrongs the Georgia committed upon
her inoffending citizens—loyal subjects, every day paying heavy requi-
sitions for the protection of that very conntry, owing it to them and
failing utterly to afford it. The log-books of nearly all these crnisers
would be ouly a repetition of the same story. Who questions the
liability of Great Britain for all the damages dore by all these cruisers
under the stipulations of the Clarendon-Johnson treaty ? Now when
that treaty was rejected only for advantages our Government would
receive; when we deliberately, for ample compensation, relieved
England from this class of claims, is not it a monstrous doetrine th: t
our nation, who in the hour of her peril exacted from her citizens
such terrible sacrifices, shall now, when her life has been purchased
with their treasure and their blood, thus coldly, selfishly, and wick-
edly profit at their further expense ?

Again, sir, how did the tribunal draw so sharp a line, holding En-
glund liable alone for the acts of the Alabama, the Florida, and the

Shenandoah after Melbourne? I have already cited the three rules
relating to negligence—rules urged, insisted upon by the United
States—rules the adoption of which would be of inestimable value to
us in the future when we should be the nentral nation. We suc-
ceeded in obtaining their adoption, and under them we insisted, and
the tribunal undoubtedly held the only proof of negligence to be o{‘-
Jicial notice to the offending nation and a refusal to act upon it. Only
by such a construction could the liability of England have been lim-
ited as it was and this line so sharply defined. Who can estimate
the value to us of these rules and this construction ! Let war be
declared between England and France, the United States being a
nentral power, with ship-yards all along our immense seaboard, np
and down our mighty rivers, with our thonsands and tens of thou-
sands of ports anlf harbors, with our skilled mechanics and adven-
turous sailors, our whole people incited by the memories of the past
and the hopes of the future, how many ecruisers would plow the seas
in sixty days of whose existence our Government had received no
official notice and for whose acts we could not be held liable

To gain this immense a.(l\'antaége the elaims of onr citizens forlosses
sustained by the depredations of the so-called “exculpated” ernisers
were dGeliberately surrendered, settled in full and forever. Now, sir,
can it be said, honestly, fairly, that our nation in justice and equity
has no obligation remaining to these sufferers ?

The next class provided for is those who paid

WAR PREMIUMS.

Who are the so-called war-premium men, and what are their rights
in this award ! As I said, over one-third of our ocetin tonnage sought
the protection of the British flag, and by so doing was insured safety
and profit. The remainder continued under our flag, exposed to dan-
ger and withont profit. There were British cruisers crossing every
path, and every day a scuttled ship gave warning. I say without
profit. It is claimed by insurance atforneys that their voyages were
successful ; that this was the inducement which kept them nnder the
flag. The proposition is absurd. It is claimed by the same attorneys
that the war premiums paid by them were charged against their
freights, and then by the merchants against the consumers of the
merchandise. This is equally absurd. They had to contend with
that great leveler of prices, competition. If the merchant paid for
goods freighted in the American bottom 5 per cent. war risk, his
neighbor, shipping his goods in the British ship, was not subjected
to this expense, and the merchandise of both sought the same market.
PI:)Wi then, could the first mark up his increased cost of transporta-
tion

The ship-owner affords a more marked illustration of the point.
Suppose two ships, lying side by side at the wharf of the foreign port,
the one under the American flag, the other under the British. The
owners of the American pay, first, a war preminm on their ship, hut
some one must also ﬁay it on the cargo. Who does that? Not the
owner of it, because he can just as well send it by the vessel sailing
under the British flag, where no such charge wounld be necessary.
the owners of this ship must also pay the extra premiam on the cargo.
Then do they offer equal inducements to the shipper f Certainly not
for there is in the first ship the risk of detention, of partial loss, o
failure of underwriter, of litigation for money in event of loss, Then,
to secure the freight, the poor ship-owner is obliged to offer lower
freight charges. Can any reply be made to this? What was the re-
sult 7 The most of these vessels sailing under onr flag were run
without profit, many of them at great loss. But, says some skeptic,
“Why in the name of common sense did they sail at all? Why
did not they all take safety and profit under a foreign flag?” My
answer is that thousands of those men loved the old Hag too well to
desert it ; hated the English ensign too profoundly to seek safety un-
der it. Does not the history I have given of British wrong toward
us in onr terrible conflict for national life justify the hatmd?f Again,
ourships were confined to the coarsest, cheapest, and heaviest freights,
No American ship lying at Canton or Pekin could take silk or tea.
The war preminm would be three times the freight money. Soat Cal-
cutta ané many other ports.

Again, the relations mtween ship and owner are frequently full of
sentiment. Every gentleman knows what an affection sometimes
grows up for the horse, the house, the farm, for the things used until
they become a part of the family. This is peculiarly true of the
ship. A fatherand hissons have built her; have put in her the earn-
ings of their lives; have watched her building from the laying of her
keel to the day of her marriage to the ocean: have named her for the
wife orsister; have sailed the world over in her, in calmand in tem-
pest, in heat and in cold. She is their ship and they love her asone of
their own. Wonld they, loving their country, hating its enemies,
lower the good old flag and hoist in its place the emblem of injustice
and wrong ! Again, it is a very eommon thing for a whole neighbor-
hood to own a ship. The eaptain, the carpenter, the blacksmith, the
lnmberman, the iron merchant, each takes his share in her; she is the
parish ship, owned, loved, and the pride of them all. Shall she he
sold to the foreigner or sail under any other than the Stars and
Stripes? They would let her rot at the wharf first. Again, there
were men, ship-owners and merchants, so loyal to the country in her
hour of peril, in her day of dire distress, that no loss of mere money
conld drive them to any seeming desertion of her. These were the
men who kept our flag at the peak thronghont the whole war. These
are the men who saved to the country her commerce. To them you
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owe the million and a half of ocean tonnage you held when the war
was over, a debt of gratitude you ought to cheerfully ackxmwledaﬁe.
Some of these ship-owners were their own insurers, and occasionally
the Alabama, the Florida, or the Shenandoah after Melbourne swooped
down upon the ships and destroyed them.

After a dozen years of weary waiting, the last Congress 'Frovided
for the payment of such loss, and to-day the United States Treasurer
is issning to them warrants for that purpose. But the Tallahassee,
Georgia, and eruisers called exculpated, equally British ships, manned
by British sailors, inspired b{fritiah hatred for theirrival on the seas,
scuttle and burn others, and becanse these are of the so-called * excul-
pated cruisers” snch losses are still unprovided for, and to-day appeals
aremade to you in the name of justice for reparation. But others, and
by farthe r proportion, were compelled toinsure. When the Sum-
ter destroyed the Golden Rocket, and the courts held the insurance
eompanies harmless under the ordinary marine policy, they had ships
sailing every sea, anchored in every harbor, lying at every wharf,
freighted with valuable cargoes. There was but one door of safety
for them, and the insurance company was its keeper. What mercy
had tr’:( to expect from these soulless corporations? Could they be
inspired by patriotism or moved by sentiment? No. They adjusted
their own rates for war-risks, having regard only to the profits of the
business, and the ship’s owner must comply with their exactions. He
did so, paid them millions of dollars in excess of their losses, and
now looks to you for remuneration. He saved your commerce, he
kept your merchant-ships afloat, he honored your flag, gave eredit to
your country at an expense of millions of dollars fo him, and in hun-
dreds of cases the’price he paid was ruin.

You have money enough forced from Great Britain by a judgment
of the court to re-imburse him for the tax his loyaltghcompe]lad him
to pay; and is there any reason why yon shounld withhold it?

INSURANCE COMPANIES.

Now, Mr. Speaker, what bas stood directly in the way of a fair,
just, and equitable distribution of this award? Three years have
elapsed since it was paid into our Treasury, more than twelve years
since the greater part of the damage was done. In the mean time our
citizens have snffered that terrible sickness of hope deferred. The
time has surely been ample, the losses clear, the means of reparation
abundant. Who has blocked the door of justice? The insurance
companies, Corporations of immense wealth and power, easily nnited
in active, aggressive war upon every measure of relief which declined
to name them as the first and most meritorions claimants, having
agents and attorneys in every considerable town in the conntry, unlim-
ited command of men and money, able to mass their whole strength at
a moment’s warning, and hurl it upon Congress, able and willing
to employ scores of the leading men of the land, entitled to the
privileges of this floor, and keep them on guard during a whole
session of Congress, while, opposed to them, are the impoverished
ship-owners and sailors, scattered all over the world; the men
from whom they exacted all and more than all the profits of
the carrying trade durin% the whole war, equally scattered, with-
out agents, unable fo employ attorneys. The battle is terribly un-
equal, and were it not. for a high sense of justice, an independence
of thonght and action, an incorruptible purpose to do right pervad-
ing the members of Congress, there wt:mlt;l be but one result, but one

rize, and these companies would hold the lucky ticket. Before the
ast Congress they waged a tremendous battle, contested every step,
fought for their millions with increasing vigilance, with great power
and unquestioned ability; even when in the last diteh they never
lost heart, but resorted to stratagem and enoning devices, looking ns
square in the face as if honest, asked for leave to go to the courts,
prevailed upon the Nestor of the House, the white-haired, renowned,
and revered Poland to advocate their cunning proposition, and failed,
as they onght, ingloriously, They did however, I admit, succeed in
obtaining an advantage of all other claimants in securing payment
for all their net losses, rﬁgardless of any distinetion between * ineul-
pated” and “exculpated” eruisers; and yet they are not happy.

A distinguished ﬂdgﬂ was once argning a case before the Judiciary
committee of the Legislature of Maine, in which he concluded that
the petitioner, ¥ Richard Doe,” could not be satisfied, that it was for-
tunate for the world there was but one “ Doe,” that a few more would
absorb all the things of time and entereternity crying * not enongh!”
Said he, if Satan had taken Richard into a high mountain and offered
himall the possessions of the earth, he wounld have eried “ not enough!”
“not enough!” I aminclined to think that if Satan should take these
insurance companies (and I guess he will) [langhter] into a high
monntain and make them the same offer their response wonld
“not enongh.” [Laughter.

Again they are here in full force, repeating vigorously their demands.
Now, Mr. Speaker, why are they entitled to another day in court?
‘What reasons do they give?

First. They claim that this Government was their attorney to col-
lect these very damages, and having succeeded, but one other duty
remains, to pay over to the clients. What an idea ! Our great nation
the agent of insurance companies, as such sllmnding years of negotia-
tions, levying contributions on the first intellects of the land, making
requisitions upon the honorable Senate of the United States, draftin
into service the President, threatening war with England, all to col-
leet the bills of insurance companies! And what bills? Whly. dam-
ages inflicted by English cruisers. Suppose for a moment that our

Government held these claims alone, appeared before the tribnnal,
and presented their case. England answers, what are the losses of
your clients for which you enter complaint? O, there are no losses!
When you recognized belligerent rights so hastily, created such wide-
spread consternation, these companies at once took advantage of the
fears of our citizens, adjusted the rates of insurance so as to make the
operation a perfectly safe one, made millions of dollars, and heaped
u}) wealth at the rate of 25, 30, and 40 per cent. annually. The reply
of England would surely be : We have done these companies no harm
by your own showing ; on the contrary, we have poured wealth into
their coffers, and yon have no snit which in justice can be maintained
against us. The tribunal would have certainly adjudged the answer
satisfactory. Does any one doubt this? The counsel for Great Drit-
ain, in the proceedings before the tribunal, did at once raise this ques-
tion. I quote from him :

With respect to the insurance companies it must be r bered that, as against
the losses which they paid, they received the benefit of the enormons war premiums
which ruled at that time, and that these were the risks against Whingrfhl‘j' in-
demnified tl Ives—and, it t bedonbted, so as to mnlfo their business prof-
itable upon the whole—by those ext i premioms.

If these companies had been the only claimants wounld our Govern-
ment have taken a step toward an adjustment ¥

Again, Mr. Evarts, attorney-in-chief of these eorporations, while
earnestly arguing the matter of agency, on being asked what should
be done with those companies who put in no appearance whatever,
replied : They should be paid out of the money collected. And yet
there was no privity between them and the great attorney. Curious
agency that!

Secondly. They rest their claim on the doctrine of subrogation ;
certainly a very taking one with lawyers. No ome questions the
sonndness of the legal position. That the underwriter is subrogated
to all the rights of the insured in event of partial loss and abandon-
ment is beyond dispute, and if there is any legal claim against » wrong-
doer for the damages done the company may prosecute it in their own
behalf. But has the doctrine any application in this case? Clearly
not.

Before any of the depredations complained of had taken place
Great Britain had recognized the belligerent rights of the confederacy.
Then, as a logical sequence, no man injured in his person or property
had any leg'agclnim against the injurer, nor can it be pretended that
any individual sufferer had any claim recognized in law against
England, The recognition of belligerent rights had been deliberately
waived by our Government as the basis of claim. But snppose it
had not been, could the underwriter bring any snit against the En-
E!ish government and maintain itT Her reply would have been, “If I

ave offended, my offense is against your Government, not against

ou. Iam answerable only to her,” Was it in the power of these
insurance companies to enforce their claims. There is infinite pre-
tense in all this talk of subrogation. The companies knew perfectly
well, when they adjusted their rates, that in ninety-nine cases out of
the hundred the ship insured, if injured at all, would be entirely de-
stroyed ; that there would be no practical remedy against anybody
for the destruction ; therefore they did not take into consideration
or make any allowance whatever for benefits to be derived from their
favorite legal position. In the ordinary risks these legal rights with
which they are clothed are eredited in adjusting the preminm. The
war rates are conclusive evidence that no such allowance was made
to the insnred against warrisks. The immense, nnprecedented profits
of the business onght to be a satisfactory reply to the elaim. An
“nnknown poet” seems to have fully understood the case when he
wrote—

From him who hath not should be taken away
Even that which he hath, and bo given

Unto him who hath all, the insurance men say ;
And, 5! for this rule how theﬁ'\'e striven !

Late and early they've labored with might and with main
To dishonor the faith df the nation,

e their lawyers, a without nomber, maintain

That sheer theft is but plain ** subrogation.”

Thirdly. They insist that they were before the tribunal and their
claims were allowed. There isnot a scintilla of evidence in the whole
case insupport of this theory. They were before the arbitrators, but
they were there as witnesses, nothing more. There claims were only
proofs of theamount of losses. The quotations so abundantly made
by the insurance attorneys in support of this position are from the
dissenting opinion of one of the judges, Cockburn, entitled to no
weight whatever.

Fourthly. They come with a special and specious plea: We are mu-
tnal companies, merchants and ship-owners making up a pool. If a
vessel is lost, the pool pays the insurance, and at the close of each
year a balance is struck, and so much of the pool as remains is paid
ont to the contributors. Now pay over to us, and we will distribute
to the very men who paid the war premiums, But the war-preminm
claimants reply, there are leeches in your companies, pmaiJunts, di-
rectors, actuuries, atforneys, fine buildings, extravagant rents; there,
too, are all of the immense expenditures for agents, lobbyists, attor-
neys, employed for the last five years against our interests. When
you have charged off against us all these expenses, how much of a
dividend wiil be declared? Heaven save us from any such guardian-
ship. We remember vividly the distribution of the Columbian Mu-
tual. A brief statement of its charncter and eareer will be nseful in
throwing light npon this fourth proposition.
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Columbian Mutnal Insurance Company, orgapized August, 1857.
From the annual report made January 1, 1861, before war risks were
known, | find total assets §1,228,634.77 ; excess of lusses and expenses
over earned premiums for the year 1860, $36,271.19. But the war
risks soon chaaﬁed the fortune of this company. For January, 1864,
they report total assets, $3,140,930.80 ; profit for the year 1863, $1,137,-
163.33, after reserving for estimate claims unadjusted and other con-
tingencies $441,206.49, profit to be divided, $695,974.52. Of this res-
idue 30 per cent. will be paid in cash to the stockholders on and after
March 10, 1864 ; on old stock 12 per cent., on new stock 10. There
will also be a serip dividend on and after June 1, 1864, on the cash
capital ; on old stock 7 per cent., on new 5; making the total dividend
for the year paid to stockholders 26 per cent.

This company is partly stock, partly mutual, having no resemblance
whatever to that Utopian pool company so earnestly urged before
the Judiciary Committee. Shortly after this report the company
failed, distributed their assets, but in the distribution only gave the
creditors 5 cent. What became of all the rest its ereditors are
anxions to know. It was not lost in its war business, for the whole
claim of this company is a liftle more than §700,000. Would not this
company be an excellent guardian for these war-premium mea, un-
derstanding so thoroughly as it seems the art of distributing fhe
smallest possible sum to its creditors?

This statement shows further how little of truth there is in the
character claimed for these mutnal compaunies. The fact is they are
nearly all mongrel, half stock and half mutual.

Take the Atlantic Mutual of New York, paraded by all these in-
surance attorneys as the paragon, the model mutual company, a claim-
ant too against this fund for §1,760,615. I said the Columbian claimed
$705,608; so these two companies claim nearly one-half of the whole
amount sought to be received by all the companies, forty in number.

ATLANTIC MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF XEW YORK.

In 1824 the Atlantic Insnrance Company, a stock concern, was char-
tered and organized, did business for eighteen years, paid a net profit
of 350 per cent. on its original capital—a remarkable success—and
yet in 1842 it adopted the mutual plan. What was its motive ? Cer-
tainly not charity. Anexamination of its charter and the insurance
laws of New York will show. Twenty-one of the original stockliolders
obtained the charter. In examining this, I take an abstract made by
Mr. Moore, of San Francisco, whose direct and indirect losses ruined
him, and who died seeking his rights of Congress:

Section 10 provides that policy-holders, on risks not marked off, upon which the
preminm is not less than $100, shall be entitled to one vote for each £100 of such
preminm until the ontstamding serip of the company shall amount to 500,000,

Section 11. Scrip-holders to the amo.nt of §100, issued in the name of such hold-
ers, shall be entitled to one vote for each §100 of such serip.

Section 13 provides that * annual dividend statements shall be made, which shall
contain a fair te of the net profits of the com not before divided, np to
and including the last day of each year, taking into view the probable amount to
be paid on all claims and demands which have or may be made against the
oomEany.“ After ascertaining in this mode the net profits of each period on risks
marked off, the board of trustees may declare a dividend, and the officers of the
COmpany ma{‘ 1ssue certificates of a certain percentage on the preminms received
for snch marked-off risks, to the persons in whose names the policies of insurance
were originally made or to their representatives.

Section 19 provides that the trustees of the Atlantic Mutnal Insurance Company
may take from themselves, as stockholders in the Atlantic Insurance Company, one-
hailf of the stock and assets of the latter company, on such terms and for such
periods as they can with themselves, and pay legal interest thereon, and
aulhorizes them to appropriate and pay profits thereon pro rafa upon the amounts
received, with the premiums subsequently earned.

Section 13 decl the t 1 in the scrip certificates to be ive,
whether accepted or not. Persons entitled to such scrip can. therefore, have no
claims npon surplus earnings. It also declares that such scrip shall be a per-
centage on the preminms received, thereby oxcluding policy-holders from partici-
pating in the interest derived from the large amount of invested capital.

Section 1 permits any motual marine insurance company then existing, or that
might thereafter be chartered b‘y the Legislature or be inco ted under any gen-
eral law of the State of New York, to create or unite wlm its existing funds a
cash capital of not leas than £00,000, to be divided into shares of §1.0 each.

Section 2 provides for payment of 7 per cent. interest on such capital, and per-
mits the payment to the holders of atock capital, in cash, onc-t-hirlf of all the net
profits of the business; the other two-thirds of net profits to be paid in scrip to
porsons entitled by the charter or articles of association to partici in its profits.

Section 4 provides that holders of cash capital or stock shall be entitled to one
vote, at all elections, for each share of stock; that no person shall be entitled to
vote al any election by reason of holiling either policies of insarance or certificates
of serip, thereby annulling sections 10 and 11 of the charter of the Atlantic Mu-
tual Insurance Company and depriving policy and scrip holders of all mutual
marine insurance companies of membership, making serip-holders simply creditors
of the companies and their elai bject be d at the discretion of a
board of trustees, in whose election they have no voice.

CHARTER AND BY-LAWS,

This is that model company of merchants contributing to a pool.
See, now, how successfally it operated.

I quote from the New York Insurance Reports, 1861, volume 1,

527. The Atlantic Mutual was organized 1872. Total assets Janu-
ary 1, 1851, $6,646,292.10; profits for 1860, §1,594,000. Six per cent.
interest on the ontstanding certificates of profit will be paid to the
holders thereof on and after the 5th of February, 1861.

After reserving two and one-half millions of dollars profits, the out-
standing certificates of 1859 will be paid to the holders thereof.
* * * Adividend of 35 per cent. cash is declared on the net earned
preminms for the year ending December 31, 1860,

]Fufl the year 1862, 40 per cent., free from Government tax, is de-
clared.

Again, from reports of 1864, Total amount of assets January 1.
1864, 89,265,546.32; net earnings remaining with the oomdpany.
£5,208,670; profits for 1863, 82,630,000, after reserving three and one-
half million dollars of profit. Certificates of the issue of the year 1862
will be paid. A dividend of 40 per cent. is declared.

Now, whose was the $6,600,000 assets and the two and one half mill-
ions of reserved profits January, 1867, on the inereased assets, and the
three and one half millions reserved profits January,18647 Certainly
it did not belong to the tempo policy-holders. They,in receivin
their 20, 30, 35, and 40 per cent. dividends, had settled and cancele§
all their interests in and claims upon the company. Of course it be-
londgad to the company. The losses were paid from a general fund,
and the profits went into a general fund. Only a part was ever re-
turned, the balance accnmulating for somebody’s benefit. Whose?
Now, these are fair samples of the New York muntual insurance com-
panies; their profits throupilh the war a fair average. lannex a table
showing the operations of these companies.

Is not the impudence of these companies withont parallel in the
history of Congress? They not only ask but they demand abouf
the whole of this fund, and they insist that the nation will be dis-
honored if they do not receive it. I trust this House will accept the
dishonor meekly, rather than do the injustice they claim.

Synopsis of the business of the several insurance companies in the city of
New York hereinafler named for the several years as stated, made from
their own relurns.

ATLANTIC MUTUAL.

.§_ 33 <
= . (=" o
For what years. & s "'§ ':,"3
f s5  [B°| o8
S £ |5
& [ 4 | =
P.et| P.ot
£3, 040, 126 64 6 30
2, 710,705 31 6 40
4 588,618 52 6 40
4,629,925 30 6 40
4, 651,519 €9 6 3B
19, 920, 895 66
1, 316, 300 70 6 10
3 1,362, 970 22 6 16
263, 57631 [ 200378870 | 6 10
1864, to October..........cooveooon| 219208712 | 162040711 6 30
18635, fifteen months, to December 31 2, 691, 751 07 2, 464, 241 63 T 12
TOtAl oevenaeenenennanennnnas.| 10,261,767 75 | 8 767,708 36
MERCANTILE MUTUAL.
(Paid dividend on capital besides.)
Lo B S R 847,972 68 753,322 01 6 12
L R SR S A S S B 1,044, 005 09 235, 187 48 6 17
b e L 1, 163, 741 64 1,031, 436 35 6 12
L e L e e R Sy 1, 281, 790 41 1, 146, 374 95 6 20
L R S e SR S O S T B 915, 013 63 B42, 531 89 6 "
S e e et 5,202,323 45 4, 658, 853 18
COMMERCIAL MUTUAL.
1881, do July coaareasiiaa e ganaias 581, 827 94 462, 439 34 6 10
1862 b0 JIY - ccnancnnnnnsnanasionss 397, 580 39 203,777 98 6 X
100 toduly .o e e r s 477,002 38 378, 056 30 6 20
1864, bo July . .. aiiiniin, 476, 084 51 241, 814 Bl 6 333
e T e 381, 191 26 243,178 11 6 35
1865, six months, to December 31 .... 316,849 14 130,702 05 |...... E-
2 LR e T S R ) 2, 630, 625 62 1, 789, 568 59
COLUMBIAN.
1861, fourteen months, to J;
lmtha,anmyz 982, 695 67 711,382 09 | ¢ t
1863.. 725, 346 39 496,617 25 | 1 t
1863.. 2 303, 842 02 1, 235, 778 69 i t
1864....... 4,932, 516 67 2, 867, 762 05 (3 t
Tobll s it i annrainnerrisy 9, 003, 440 75 5, 301, 540 08
KEW YORK MUTUAL.
1861, to July 38,374 52 642, 851 81 6 10
1862, to July 562, 729 37 456, T98 50 [] 15
1863, to July ... 638, 471 18 45,2201 6| 10
1864, to July ... 514.337 24 206, 509 56 (i} B0
1865, to July .. 410, 485 20 201,096 80 | 6| 12§
Total ....coneionnsnsnnnsaasaa-| % 804,397, 51 2,133, 315 64

*Serip converted into stock.
t Various to stock and dealers.
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Synopsis of the business of the several insurance companies, §-¢.—Cont'd.
ORIENT MUTUAL.

3 8 i e
.— § 0 |R | =
For what years. g : 25 | T3
¥ -4 a3
A s | a
Poot.| P. et
$517, 342 21 £383, 386 87 6| 18
444 461 68 337, 089 60 6 B
il 965,313 36 |.ecenrfennnns
] 20
6| 10
alan
] 10
fi 2
6 40
6| 30
6 3N
6| 4
T 6 o
516, 064 T1 231, 549 54 6 40
507,173 15 ] 407, 944 60 6 20
2,525, 266 23 i 1,604, 141 27
WABHINGTON MARINE.
2005, 689 37 187, 684 62 v fI| e
230, 005 71 185,564 00 1§ e
335, 818 59 254, 031 33 T 20
466, 522 59 398, 582 41 7 20
528, 805 T4 465, 240 94 7 10
W, S e T S e L e 1, 766, 842 00 1, 492, 603 30
PACIFIC MUTUAL.
580, 003 48 487, 238 07 6 10
750 22 20600628 | 6| 35
701, 967 16 478, 431 61 ] 30
772 B8 462, 387 14 6 Tk
760, 321 95 494, 665 36 6 20
Tl cevvvenannsmnnsnncnnnnsss| 3,411,044 69 | 2,922 628 46

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. LORD. Iam willi:f, on account of this being private-bill day,
to yield the Geneva award bill in favor of private %nlla on condition
that I can regain the floor in the morning, when after a short debate
1 propose to move the previous question and take a vote to-morrow.

he SPEAKER pro fempore. The interposition of other business
does not deprive the gentleman from New York of his right in respect
to that bill.

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit-
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Thegentleman from Texas [ Mr. SCHLEI-
CHER] h:}a addressed the Chair. For what purpose does the gentle-
man rise

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I merely wish to state that immediately after
the special order which has now been under consideration, the Geneva
award bill, there Btandsugou the Calendar the report of the Commit-
tee on Texas Border Troubles.

I desire to state to the House that while the Geneva award bill has
been before the House for two or three weeks, the report of the Com-
mittee on Texas Border Troubles has been elbowed back and el-
bowed back; and I wish in a few words to state the history of that
report.

One of the very earliest acts of this House when it assembled was
to appoint a committee to examine into the state of the Texas bor-
der. That committee, after considerable labor, submitted to the
House a reporton the 4thof April. That report was made the special
order for the 20th of April, and from day to day thereafter until dis-
posed of. Ever since that time it has been postponed from one day
to another for the sake of one measure or another. One day it was
a bill for the relief of some defaunlting tax-collector. Next day it
was a bill on which some speculators had an interest how millions in
the Treasury were to be divided. In one way or another this meas-
ure for the protection of our people on the border has been elbowed
back. I expect it will be elbowed back again ; and I wish our people
to understand it.

The Legislature of Texas is at this time and has been in session for
some time, and they have again and again asked the question whether
they themselves must make provision for the protection of the na-
tional frontier if Congress does nof.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 'The gentleman from Texas is proceed-
ing by unanimous consent, and objection is made to further discus-
sion. The Chair will state the precise position on the Calendar uf
the bill referred to by the gendeman. It is among the special or-
ders under the head of reports of committees and bills undisposed
of. The order now before the House in charge of the gentleman from
New York [ Mr. Lorp] is succeeded by an order of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Thenext order is that of the gentleman from Texas,
and the qnestion of consideration will be raised as soon as itis reached.

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Imerely wish to understand the matter. The
Geneva award bill may be hanging over this House for two or three
months longer, so far as 1 can see.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair cannot determine that mat-
ter.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following in-
vitation from the president of the United States Centennial Commis-
sion; which was read,and referred to the Select Committee on the
Centennial Celebration :

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 1876,
TUXITED STATES CENTENKIAL COMMISSION,
Philade.phia, June 20, 1876

Sm: The United States Centennial Commission respectfully invite the House of

Represeptatives to attend the national mmmamm;nrhn of the one-hundredth anni-

versary of the ion of Independ in Indep uare, Pluladelphia,
Jul at ten a.m. The negessary cards have been sent to the members individ-
. The pragramme is incioaed.
Very respectinlly, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH R. IAWLEY,

President United States Centennial Commission.
The Hon. SPRAKER

of the House of Representatives of the United States of America.
PAWNEE AND OTOE INDIAN RESERVATION.

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the Honse a letter from
the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting an estimate of appropria-
tions for survey of the Pawnee and Otoe Indian reservations in Kansas
and I ebraska; which was referred to the Committee on Appropria-
tions.

ALBERT W. PRESTON.

Mr. TERRY. I ask unanimous consent that Senate bill No. 928, for
the relief of Albert W. Preston, be taken from the Speaker’s table and
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the table, read a
first and second time, and referred to the Committeeon Military Afit

airs.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. BRIGHT. I now insist upon my motion that the House re-
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.
Before that motion is put, I ask unanimous consent that this may be
considered as objection day, it being the fifth Friday since the House
was in Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar on objection

day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That order can be made by unanimous
consent only.

No objection was made, and it was so ordered. :

Mr. LORD, Will the gentleman yield to me to obtain an order of
the House to print some testimony

Mr. BRIGHT. I cannot yield further at this time; I have Leen
compelled to refuse several gentlemen who have asked me to yield.

The motion of Mr. BRIGHT was then a to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole
on the Private Calendar, (Mr. SPRINGER in the chair.)

Mr. JOYCE. I believe when the House was last in Committee of
the Whole on the Private Calendar the pending bill was House bill
§10' 344 to confirm certain private land claims in the Territory of New

exico.

The CHAIRMAN. That was when the Hounse was in Committee of
the Whole on the Private Calendar on some other than objection day.
By order of the House business to-day will be as on objection day.
The Clerk will now report the bill next in order on objection day.

RICHARD HALE.

The first business on the Privaie Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3365) for the relief of the legal representatives of Richard Hale, de-

e i
Mr. JOYCE objected to the consideration of the bill.
WILLIAM GEMMILL,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3114) for the relief of William Gemumill, reported from the Committee
on Military Affairs with an amendment.

The bill ?lppmpriabea the sum of §75 to William Gemmill, of Yank-
ton, in the Territory of Dakota, in full payment for quartering and
lfg;;‘ding United States soldiers during a terrific snow storm in April,

The amendment was to strike out “§75” and insert “ §36.”

The amendment was ed to.

No objection being made, the bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be
reported favorably to the House.
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ALFRED ROULAND.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3367) to remove the charge of desertion from the military record of
Alfred Rouland.

The bill directs the Secretary of War to remove the charge of de-
sertion now standing upon the records of the War Department against
the name of Alfrefﬁ{ouland, late of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
cighth Regiments Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and to grant to smd
TRouland an honorable discharge as of the date of April 16, 1866, with
the same pay and bounty he wonld have been entitled to if he had
been honorably discharged the military service on said day.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I ask that the report be read.

The Clerk read the report, as follows:

That from the testimony in this case it appears that the said Alfred Rouland was
enrolled and mustered into the Twenty-third Michigan Infantry on the 18th day of
January, 1864, * for three years or during the war.” He was at the time of his
muster 4 mere youth, of less than seventecn years of age. It is in evidence that
he served with marked fidelity during Sherman’s campaign from Chattanooga 10
Atlanta, and in Thomas's campaign in Tennessee, inclading the battles of Frank-
lin and Nashville, and afterward in the eapture of Fort Anderson and Wilmington,
North Carolina.

The captain of his company, Jobn Hamilton, (now a minister of the Methodist
Episcopal Church,) testifies **that during said Rouland’s connection with said com-

¥, before his transfer to the Twenty-eighth Michigan Infantry, he was always a
rave, faithful, and efficient soldier, and never for a moment flinched in any daty;
that he was one of the best soldicrs of said company, though being then a mere
stripling of seventeen or eighteen years; and that it is his confident belief that said
Rouland won!d have been one of the last men in the Army to have intentionally
deserted, and that he is entitled to an honorable on account of his faith-

ful service.

In June, 1865, the Twenty-third Regiment was mustered out of service, and
voung Rouland was transferred to the Twenty-eighth Michizgan Infantry, and
maile a corporal in Company F of that regiment. The testimony of Lieutenant C.
H. De Clate, commanding &a ompany in this regiment, says: ** During the time
he (RRouland) was with me, which was till after the conclusion of hostilities, he was
a brave, faithfal. and eflicient soldier. When he left the company he was sick, and
I am of opinion that he was in great danger of dying. There was, I am convinced,
no intention on his part to desert, but his action was a desperate attempt to save
his life. Before he could rejoin his regiment it was mustered out.” The petitioner
left the hospital at Wilmington oa the 16th of April, 1866, nearly one year after hos-
tilities had ceased. His ent returned to Michigau, and was mustered out
anon afterward. [t is in testimony that he had suffered some time previously from
fever and agne and intermittent fevers, and was much emaciated and reduced in
streugih and spirits, so much so that after reaching the home of his brother in
Michigan his life for some time was idered in danger, and he did not
wholly recover for months afterward.

In view of the premises, and especially considering the long and faithfal service
of this young soldier, extending to a period of nearly a year beyond the fair con-
struction of his contract of service with the Government, and the despondent con-
dition of his mind resulting from the peculiar and suvore character of the petition-
er's illness, your committee are of the opinion that the stigma of desertion should
l&gﬁmnwd from his military record, and that he is justly entitled to an honorable

sharge.

There be.mgil no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.

CALEB L. BRAYTON.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
1997) to grant titles to certain lands to the heirs of Caleb L. Bray-
ton, reported from the Committee on Private Land Claims with an
amendment.

The preamble of the bill, as proposed to be amended, states that
by virtue of the provisions of an act of Congress approved Augnst
4, 1842, known as the armed-occupation act, Caleb L Brayton, now
deceased, settled and acquired a right to one hundred and sixty acres
of the public lands in Brevard County, in the State of Florida, and
became enfitled to a patent therefor; and before the issue of patent
to said Brayton the land so acqnired had been patented to the State
of Florida under act of September 28, 1850, and said State of Florida
refuses to surrender said patent for eancellation.

The bill provides that the heirs of Caleb L. Brayton, who, under
permit No. 236, are entitled to locate and enter the northwest quarter
and sontheast quarter of fractional section 1, in township 36 south, of
range 40 east, may, in lien thereof, locate and enter other public lands
in the same county open for entry to an amount not exceeding one
liundred and sixty acres, and the Secretary of the Interior is directed
to issue patent for the same.

There being no objection, the amendment was agreed to; and the
bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be reported favorably to the House.

NORTHWESTERN IMPROVEMENT COMPANY.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. No.176)
to anthorize the Northwestern Improvement. Company, a corporation
organized under the laws of the State of Wisconsin, to enfer npon the
Menomonee Indian reservation and improve the Oconto River, its
branches and tribotaries.

The bill was read, as follows:

_Be it enacted, dc., That the assent of Congress be, and hereby is, given to the
Northwestern Improvement Company, a corporation organized under the laws of
the State of Wisconsin, to improve the Oconto River and its branches and tribn-
taries, so as to run logs down said river, its branches and tributaries, across the
Menomonee Indian reservation, in accordance with the laws of said State: Provided,
That any damages which may be caused by such 1mprovement shall be awarded as
in all other cases under the laws of the State of Wisconsin, and the amount be paid
into the Treasury of the United States for the beneflt of said Indians; and said
Indians and all other persons shall be permitted to use said river for the pu @
of running logs, as wumelu.be(l in this act; and the chsarges for said privileges
shall be mgufrne(l by the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin: Provided, That
all privileges under this aet may be altered or revoked by Congress,

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.

WINNEBAGO INDIANS OF WISCONSIN.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the joint resolution
(H. R. No. 112) to aid the Winnebago Indians to obtain subsistence
by agricultural pursuits, and to promofe their civilization,

The preamble and joint resolution were read, as follows:

Whereas a large ber of the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin have selected
and settled in good faith upon homestead claims under seetion 15 of the actentitled
“ An act making npl})mpriation.s to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the
fiscal years ending June 30, 1575, and prior years, and for other purposes,” approved
March 3, 1875; and all said Indians have siznified their desire and P:;gom aban-
don their tribal relations, and adopt the habits and customs of ecivilized people, and
avail themselves of the provisions of the act aforesaid, but in many instances are
unable to do so on account of their extreme poverty: Therefore, E

Resolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the Uniled States of America
in Conqgress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is hersby anthorized and
instrueted to expend, for the benefit of the Winnebago Indians in Wi in, the
proportion of the tribal annnitiss due to and set apart for said Indians under the
act of Juue 25, 1864, of the appropriations for the tribe of Winnebago Indians for
the fiscal vear 1876, amoanting to ‘IB. 173,69, to be expended as hereinafter provided.

Sk, 2. Thatimmediately after the B:.-mage of this re<olntion the Secretary of the
Interior shall canse an enrollment to be made of the said Wisconsin Winnebago In-
dians, enrolling such only as were residing in the State of Wisconsin on the 1st rl.lg'
of January, 1876, and those who are entitled to the benefits of the act of March 3, 1875,

SEc. 3. That said sum shall be paid to the persons whose names appear upon snch
enrollinent, each person receiving the same amounnt, heads of families being permit-
ted to receive the full amount to which all the members of the family are entitled :
Provided, That before any person shall be entitled to the benefits acerning under
this resolution it shall be made to appear that the person claiming its benefits has
taken up & homestead in accordance with the said act of March 3, 1575, or that, be-
ing unable to fully comply with the said act by reason of poverty, he or she has
made a selection of lands as a homestead with a bona fide intention to comply with
said act, and that the money applied for will be nsed to enable such person to fully
complete a homestead rightunder said act: Provided, That no person shall receive
more than the pro rata share of said sum to which he would have been entitled if
living upon the reservation.

There being no objection, the joint resolution was laid aside, to be
reported favorably to the House.

BENJAMIN L. CORNISH.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. No.560)
for the relief of Benjamin L. Cornish, late second lieutenant of the
Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry.

(Objected to by Mr. Fort.)

MAJOR FOSTER A. HIXON.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. No. 333)
for the relief of Major Foster A. Hixon, late a paymaster in the Army.
(Objected to by Mr. TERRY.)

LAURENCE A, WILLIAMS.

The next husiness on the Private Calendar was the bill E H. R. No.
3371) to place Lanrence A. Williams, late major Sixth Cavalry United
States Army, upon the retired list of the Army.

The bill was read. It directs the President to place on the list of
retired officers of the Army the name of Laurence A. Williams, late
major of the Sixth Regiment United States Cavalry, with the rank of
major, but he is to be entitled to pay as major only from the date of
the passage of the act.

!;!ri'WIZSON called for the reading of the report; and it was read,
a8 10LHOWS &

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1847)
for the relief of Lanrence A. Williams, sabmit the following report :
Laurence A. Williams graduated from the United States Mili Academy, and
was a})poinwl brevet second lieatenant st of July, 1852; first lieutenant, 20th
July, 1856; captain, 1st July, 1861 ; and major of the Sixth United States lnfantry,
September 7, 1361.  1fe was aid-de-camp to Brevet Brigadier-General A. 8. John-
ston from the 1st of June, 1858, to the 1st of Angust, 1860, and acting asslstant adju-
tant-general of the Department of Utah from February 29 to Angust 21, 1860; on
duty at hwl:g;arwm Department of Washington and on mustering daty at Colom-
bus, Ohio, to May, 1861 ; aid-de-camp to General McClellan from May to September
7, 1862, and with his regiment, and in command of it, from 2ith day of March to
26th day of June, 1862, The regimental returns of the Sixth Cavalry for June,
1862, reported Major Williams in Washington, **sick, since June 26, 1862." He was
subsequently reported absent withont leave. This was afterward corrected on the
recorils, Major Williams fornishing the proper surgeon's certiticate of his sickness.
On the 111h of March, 1863, he was summarily dismissed the service Ly order of
the Secretary of War. There were no papers of reconl on which this action was
based, nor did the Secretary of War communicate his reasons for ordering dismis-
sal. The committee, believing that injustice was done this officer by his sammary
gim[saal. recommend this bill as a substitute for the original bill, and ask that it
0 pass.
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported

favorably to the House.

JOHN AMMAHIE.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
1075) directing the Second Auditor to settle the pay and bounty ac-
count of John Ammahie or Ammahe. ¢

The bill was read. It directs the Second Auditor of the Treasury
to settle the claim for pay and bounty of John Ammahe or Ammabhie,
of Companies E and H of the Forty-third New York Volunteers, and
to issue a certificate for such amonnt as appears to be due, any charge
of dt(;laerl.ion upon any rolls of the regiment to the contrary notwith-
standing.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.

SEWELL B. CORBETT.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3372) for the relief of Sewell B. Corbett, of Alexandria Counnty, Vir-
inia.
> (Objected to by Mr. Fort, and Mr., BorcHarD of Illinois.)
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ESTHER P. FOX.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
1238) granting a pension to Esther P. Fox.

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place
the name of Esther P. Fox, of Buffalo, New York, widow of Au;’mst.us
C. Fox, late a second lieutenant in Lieutenant-Colonel Chapin’s reg-
iment, New York militia, in the war of 1812, on the pension-roll, and
to pay her a pension of §15 per month from February 14, 1871, during
her natural life.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.

SUSAN E. WILLARD.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H.R. No.
3373) for the relief of SBusan E. Willard, widow of Sylvester D, Wil-
lard, of New York.

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay,
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Mrs,
Susan E. Willard, widow of the late Sylvester D. Willard, of New
York, the sum of §3,500, in full compensation for use and ocenpation
of City Hotel, and brick residence adjoining the same, and furniture
therein, used for hospital ﬂurposeu, in Murfreeshorongh, Tennessee, in
the years 1863 and 1864, by the order of military authorities of the
United States.

Mr. HOLMAN called for the reading of the report; and it wasread,
as follows:

The Committee on War Claims, to whom were referred the petition and pa;
for the relief of Mrs. Susan E. Willard, baving had the same under oannldmgon
make the following report:

That the said Susan E. Willard is the widow of the late Brigadier-General Syl-
vester . Willard, formerly surgeon- of the State of New York; that she
married the said Sylvester D. W' before the war, and that he resided at the
time in the city of Albany, in the State of New York; that before and at the time
of her marriage she resided at Murfreesborough, Teunessee; that at the time and
previous to her said marriage she and her sister, Sarah A. Spence, were joint own-
o8 of certain property in the town of Murﬁ‘e&sbomwih, Tennessee, known as the
City Hotel, which property was taken possession of g;narder of General Geary,
then commanding that post, for the purpose of establishing a general military hos-

ital.
o A brick residence adjoining said hotel, owned by same parties, was also taken
possession of by military authority and used as a hospital and medical director's
office, under charge of Medical-Director Surgeon-General J. Moses.

Mrs. Willard, the memorialist, submits to your committee certificates of various
officers on duty at Muorfreesborongh, Tennessee, showing the ocenpancy of this
property at various times for military purposes.

It also appears to the satistaction of your committee that the furniture in said
hotel and brick residence adjoining was also taken possession of and used for hos-
pital purposes, or so much e-:-eotg as was adapted to and useful for that puﬁm

1t appears from a report made by Quartermaster-General Major-General M. C.
Meigs, of date July 18, 1865, “that the City Hotel was held in -asion by the
United States forces from Javuary 6, 1863, nntil June 6, 1863, and from November
18, 1863, 10 ‘-Eeptemhor 30, 1864. The dwelling-honse was occupied for hospital pur-
poses and ical director's office J; 5, 1863, and retained until June 1, 1864."

This re is sustained by the umda\'{f& of Miss Sarah A. Spence, of Murfrees.
borough, Tenn one of the joint owners of the property above mentioned and
described, bearing date May 4, 1865,

From the said report it appears that the City Hotel was occupied by mili
antbority for a peciod of fifteen months and twelve days, and that the k 5
dence adjuining was occupied for sixteen months and twenty-seven da{{s.

he ey bmitted, and idering the purposes for which the prop-
erty was used, your ittee are of the opi thatar ble and proper com-
I:um;aﬁon for the use of sald hotel would be §125 per mounth, and for the brick res-
lence adjoining, 850 month, making in all, for use and occupation of said
premises, the sum of £2,370.

It appears that much of the furniture in said bnﬂciglign. which amounted to more
than §2,000, was destroyed ; but a portion of it was nzed for hospital purposes, such
as beis, beddiutﬁéchairs. and many other articles of like character. Your commit-
tee think that the sum of §730 shonld be paid the memorialist for furniture belong-
ing to her and used in said buildings for hospital purposes.

On the 221 day of Mareh, 1876, Miss Sarah A. Spence, one of the joint owners of
this property, assigned by written assipnment, duly acknowledged before an

ublie, under his seal, at the city of Albany, New York, all her right, title, an
ntercst in and to this claim against the United States to Susan E. Willard, the
memorialist, making her the sole and only owner thereof,

The loyalty of the claimaat is not questioned or doubted, as, at the time this
claim arose, she was the wife of Surgeon-General Sylvester D. Willard. a true and
loyal eitizen of the State of New York, with whom she then resided. It was also
shown by the verbal statement of Mrs. Willard, the memorialist, that at the time
of the occupation of this property by aunthority of the United States her sister,
Sarah A. Spence, was & minor, and therefore her loyalty is not questioned.

Your committee, believing that the sum of §3,500 is a just an Eroper sum to be
Pald Mrs. Willard, the memorialist, for the nse and oconpation of her property and

nrniture used for hospital purposes, at Murfreeshorough, Tennesses, report back
to the [lou.n:f the petition im papers with the accompanying bill appropriating that
amount, and r 1 its

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.
HARRY E. EASTMAN.
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3374) for the relief of Harry E. Eastman, late lieutenant-colonel Sec-
ond Regiment Wisconsin Cavalry Volunteers,

(Objected to by Mr. HURLBUT.)
HENRY L. CLOK.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the Lill (H. R. No.
3320) for the relief of Henry L. Clok.
(Objected to by Mr. HURLBUT.)

A.F, & N. C. ST. JOHN,
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.

1125) for the relief of A. F. & N. C. 8t. John, of Virginia.
(Objected to by Mr. HURLBUT.)

MARVIN H. AMESBURY.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
208) for the relief of Marvin H. Amesbury.
(Objected to by Mr. HURLBUT.)

CORA A. SLOCOMB, IDA A. RICHARDSON, AND CAROLINE URQUHART.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3434) for the relief of Cora A. Slocomb, Ida A. Richardson, and Car-
oline Urquhart.

(Objected to by Mr. HoLMAN.)

J. T. M'GINNISS, UNITED STATES ARMY.

The next buosiness on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
2257) for the relief of J. T. McGinniss, eaptain of Thirteenth Infautry,
United States Army.

The bill, which was read, provides that J. T. McGinniss, captain
of the Thirteenth Infantry, United States Army, is hereby relieved
from the responsibility of commissary funds, amonnting to £330.79,
the property of the United States, which were stolen from an office
safe in a tert at Fort Shaw, Montana Territory, in October, 1877,

The report was read, as follows:

On or abont the 20th of September, 1867, a small iron office-safe belon to the
Government, for which Captain N. 8. Constable, acting quartermaster United
States Army, was responsible, was stolen from the headquarters at Fort Shaw,
Montana Territory.

A board of examiners, consisting of three Army officers, was convened by Special
Orders No. 93 at Fort Shaw, October 9, 1867, to inquire into and report upon the
loss of said safe and its contents.

The board found that the safe had been taken by a person or persons unknown
to the responsible ies or to the board.

The examiners also found as follows :

*In said safe was §380.79, subsistence funds, for which First Lientensut J. T.
MeGinniss, assi quartermaster Thirteenth Infantry, acting commissary of sub-
sistence at Fort Shaw, Montana, is responsible.

*In said safe was §798.51 regimental funds of the Thirteenth Infantry, and
§204.93 post funds; also, $27.14, regimental band Thirteenth Infantry, and 00 pri-
vate money, for which First Lientenant Thomas J. Lloyd, adjutant Thirteensh In-
fantry wt, is responsible.”

The of examiners further found that the safe had been turned over to
Licutenant McGinniss a few days previous to the theft; that a clerk slept in the
office ; that the safe was kept h{' MeGinniss in the same manner it had been kept
by his predecessor, and that it had probably been stolen by deserters from the

Army.

Th% following certificate of Lieutenant J, B. Guthrie, of the Thirteenth Infantry,
fully presents the case, and shows that the loss was not the result of any negli-
gence of MeGinnisa:

LIEUTENANT GUTHEIE'S STATEMENT.

I hereby certify that on or about the 20th day of September, 1867, T transferred
to date, August 31, 1867, to Captain N. 8. Constable, assistant quartermaster Unitod
States Army, a small office safe, (iron.) I retained the keys of the safe for the
time being, and on the 27th of September I transferred them, (the keys,) together
with what snbsistence funds I was responsible for, £20.97, to First f;:!umallt J.
T. MeGinniss, mflmantal quartermaster Thirteenth Infantry, who was ordered to
relieve of duties in the subdepartment at this On the 30th of September 1
received from Brevet Major-General Jobn W. Turner, commissary of subsistence
at Saint Lonis, Missouri, the sum of £10,000, which I transferred to Lientenant J,
‘I'. MeGinniss on the 1st day of October. On receiving this money Lieutenant Mc-
Ginniss first discovered the safe had been stolen from the office.” Search was im.
mediately instituted, but without success. I know this safe contained a large
amount of money, part of which was the amount I transferred to Lientenant Me-
Ginniss a few days vious, and part of which money in the safe was deposited
by Lieutenant , regimental adjutant. Lientenant McGinniss was not respon-
sible either for the safe or its loss and contents. The safe had always remained in
the office, and no danger was apprehended of its being stolen. The exact mmount
of subsistence funds lost I cannot state.

B. GUTHRIE,

J.
Second Lieutenant Thirteenth Infantry, U. 8. 4.

The committee therefore recommend that H. R No. 2257 be amended as follows :
Strike ont the words  836,"in the sixth line, and insert the words “*§0.79,” and
that the bill, thus amended, be passed.

Theamendmentof the Committee of Claims was to strike out “§356”
and insert “§330.79.”

The amendment was agreed to.

There being no objection, the bill, as amended, was laid aside, to
be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass.

HARRY E. EASTMAN,

Mr. HURLBUT. I made objection to the bill (H. R. No. 3374) for
the relief of Harry E. Eastman, late lieutenant-colonel Second Regi-
ment Wisconsin Cavalry Volunteers.

Since then I have examined the papers carefully and now withdraw
my objection.

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no further objection the bill will be
laid aside, to be reported to the House with a favorable recommenda-~
tion.

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the bill be read, so we may know what it is.
Repeatedly I have discovered after adjournment that a wrong impres-
sion had been created in the withdrawal of objection. A rule ought
to be adopted that when objection is withdrawn the bill should be

in read, so there may be no mistake.

The bill, which was read, anthorizes and directs the Secretary of
the Treasury to pay to Harry E. Eastman, of Greén Bay, Wisconsin,
the sum of .U3 ont of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, the same being in full satisfaction of his claim for pay
as lieuntenant-colonel of the Second Wisconsin Cavalry Volunteers.

There being no further objeeticn, the bill was laid aside, to be re-
ported to the Honse with the recommendation that it do pass.

MES. A. E. IHALL.
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (II. R. No.
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9501) for the relief of the estate of Mrs, A. E. Hall, widow of Dr.

David A. Hall,
Mr. HOLMAN. Let the report be read.
The CHAIRMAN. There is no report.
Mr. HOLMAN. Then I object.

EDWIN EBERT.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
940) for the relief of Edwin Ebert.

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary of the Treasury to
ay, or canse to be paid, out of any money in the Treasury of the
'nited States not otherwise appropriated, the sum of §110, to Edwin

Ebert, late a contract surgeon in the United States Army, as compen-
gation for a horse, the property of said Ebert, lost in the service of
the 1Tnited States, at Springfield, Missouri, January 8, 1863.

The report was read, as follows:

The bill directs the Sc«'otn{ of the Treasury to pay to Edwin Ebert $110, as
compensation for a horse which he lost in the United States service at the battle
of Springfield, Missouri, Jacuary 8, 1863. Dr. Ebert was a_contract physician at
tlio time bis horse wa< lost. At the battlo of Springfield, Missouri, it was found
necessary that he should be mounted to enable him to go from one ?n of the field
to another, directing the mov ts of the ambnl and gathering up the
wounded. While engaged in this duty his horse was shot from under him and
killed. The claim was shortly afterward filed in the Third Auditor's Office, under
the act of March 30, 1749, as a claim for a horse *lost in the mili service of the
United States,” anil was rgjected in 1865, on the ground that Dr. Ebert was in the
service by contract only, and therefore not entitled to be mounted on a private
horse. The committee think, however, that,as Dr Ebert was performing ficld
duty at the time, which required him to be mounted, and the horse having been
killed in the line of duty, heis fairly entitled to compensation for it. The facts are
shown by a certificate of 8. H. Welcher, post-surgeon at Springfield, Missouri, and
medical director of the post, given shortly after the loss ocenrred, and an affidavit
of two citizens of the town, by which Ebert’s statements are fully coiroborated.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported to
the Hounse with the recommendation that it do pass.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, GRATIOT, MICHIGAN.

The next business on the Péivate Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3331) aut-horizin%the Becretary of War to permit the Protestant Epis-
copal chureh of Gratiot, Michigan, to erect and maintain a wooden
chureh building on the Fort Gratiot military reservation, Michigan.

The bill, which was read, anthorizes and directs the Seeretary of
War, if not inconsistent with the requirements of the military serv-
ice, to grant a permit to the Protestant Episcopal Church of Gratiot,
Saint Clair County, Michigan, to erect and maintain on the Fort Gra-
tiot military reservation a wooden building for church worship, either
on the reservation proper or on that part of the same occupied by the
Grand Tronk Railway Company, with the assent of said company.

The amendment of the committee was to strike ont “ Protestant
Episcopal” and insert * Presbyterian.” -

Mr. CONGER. Also, wherever it occurs in the title, as it was a
mistake of the printer.

The amendment was agreed to.

There being no objection, the bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be
reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass.

JOHN PULFORD, UNITED STATES ARMY.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3483) to restore John Pulford, lientenant-colonel United States Army,
(retired,) to his former rank on the retired list.

The bill, which was read, anthorizes and empowers the President
to restore John Pulford, now lieutenant-colonel (retired) in the
United States Army, to his former rank of colonel (retired) in the
United States Army.

The report was read, as follows: 3

That section 2, above referred to, would have reduced the rank of a nnm-
ber of retired officers but for the provise of the section, which excepted from re-
duction in rank those officers who had been in serviee as connmissioned officers
twenty-five years at the date of their retirement, and those officers who had lostan
arm or a leg, or had an arm or a leg permanently disabled by reason of resection on
account of wounds, or both eyes by reason of wounds received in battle. Officers
retived on the rank held by them at the time of retirement were alsoexcepted from
the operation of the act. The effect of these exceptions was to reduce the large
pumber of those who would have otherwise lost rank to sixteen at the Fresent
time, Among this small number, however, are several quite as effectnally and
permanently disabled as are those who come within the exceptions of the act. The
case of Licutenant-Colonel John Pulford, referred to your committee with Execn-
tive Document No. 98, is one of these. This oflicer entered the service as first
lientenant of Company A, Fifth Michigan Infantry, remained in service to the end
of the war, and rose to the command of a brigade with the rank of brigadier-gen-
eral by brevet. He received six w ds, one as tain of a company, four as
commander of a regiment, and one while commandinga brigade. Twoof the sever-
est are thus deseribed in the report of the retiring board: First, *a wound froma
spent uix-‘:mmd round shot, which fractured the temporal bone of the skull, broke
his collar-bone and lower jaw, cansing %pﬂcptio convulsions, which wound was re-
ceived at the battle of Malvern Hilf irzinia, July 1, 1862." Second, * a wound
from a Minie-ball, which entered the right side of t{m neck and passing backward
and downward carried away the spinal process of one of the upper dorsal verte-
brae, and has left the spinal eord imperfectly ted, and which last-mentioned
wound was received at the battle of the Wilderness, Virginia, May 5, 1864, while
he was lieatenant-colonel of the Fifth Rglmum- Michigan Veteran Volunteer In-
fantry. and in actual 1 of said reg £

Dr. D. 0. Farrand, one of the most eminent snrgeons of Detroit, Michigan, in an
aftidavit dated July 12, 1875, also describes the disabling effects of the wounds. He
testifies that * he is ‘p('rmnull{ actumintnd with, andl has carefully examined, the
said Colonel John Pulford, and finds that hisarms are permanently disabled by rea-
son of a gun-shot wonnd received in battle, the ball havingentered theright side of
the neck, passing back ward, downward, and outward, carrying away a portion of
the first and second dorsal vertebre. The wound has healed, bat has left the spinal
cord covered only by the integnmenta for the space of nearly one inch, the arms
being permanently disabled by reason of the iujury done to the brachial plexus.”

This gallant officer was, npon a favorable report of the mt!ring]hounl retired
with the full rank of colonel December 15, 1850, He was reduced to the rank of u
lientenant-colonel by the operation of the so-called “Crawford act.” approved
March 3, 1875, and his case not falling technically (though Colonel Pulford is elearly
among the most completely disabled officers of the refired list) within the excep-
tions of that law, be remains under the mortification and injustice of degradation
from a rank fairly won by conspicnous gallautry. a steady fidelity to duty, and by
& g;’msnent disability from wounds of the severest and most painful character.

our committee, tgmfam, believing that this officer d be restored to hia
original retired rank, asa case falling within the sg'irr!t. if ot the letter, of the so-
called Crawford act, report the accompanying bill for his relief.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported to
the House with the recommendation that it do pass.

ALMERON E. CALKINS.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
550) for the relief of Almeron E. Calkins, late a second lientenant in
the Eighth Michigan Cavalry.

The bill, which was read, anthorizes and directs the Paymaster-
General of the United States Army to pay Almeron E. Calkios, late a
second lieutenant in the Eighth Regiment of Michigan Cavalry, the
pay and allowances of a second lieutenant from the 22d day of March,
1854, to the 23d day of July, 1864, the date of his muster as such sec-
ond lientenant.

The report was read, as follows: :

That the ease of this officer, in the opinion of your committee, comes within the
rules and decisions of the War Department respecting the terms and conditions-
precedent to a muster into the volunteer service during the war. He was commis-

ioned and in ion of his ission from the 19th day of March, 1864, and,
by order of Lientenant-Colonel B. H. Hill, superintendent of volunteer recruiting
service, dated Detroit, Michigan, March 22, 1864, entered upon the duties of a com-
missioned officer on that day. This order is as follows :
[Orders No. 42.]

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT VOLUNTEER RECRUITING SERVICE,
Detroit, Michigan, March 22. 1864.
Lientenant A. E. Calkins, Eighth Michigan Cavalry, will proceed without delay
in charge of a detachment of recruits for the Army of the Ohio, after which he

will join his regiment.
The Quartermaster’s rtment will furnish transportatien.
lonel B. H. Hill, superintendent volunteer recruiting

By of Lieutenant-
JOHN H. KNIGHT,
Captain Eighteenth United States Infantry, in charge of office.

It is in evid that Li Calkins joined his regiment on or about the
a7th of March, 1864, at Mount Sterling, Kentucky, and was assi and mustered
into Comg)anf K, which muster was scon after found to be illegal, and was can-
celed e was subsequently sent to Comqany I, which was entitled to a second
lieutenant by reason of legal numbers and a vacancy ; but before muster he was
sent to Company K agamn, which company was without a commissioned officer
present for duty, and_to whichamost of the recruits brought by him had been as-
signed. He commanded this company on the Atlanta campaign and subsequently.

at, on account of active service entered npon by the cavalry soon after he
joined, he had no epportunity to be mustered until about the 1st of September,
when he was mnstered to fill a vacancy in Company K, which ocenrred July 23,
1864,
Your committee are of opinion that this officer, who was commissioned for no

particular comflmuy. should have been mustered, upon joining his regiment, into
se0

any vacancy of second lieutenant in said regiment, to date from March 22, 1864, the
date of his entering npon duty as a commissi oflicer. It appears from the
records of the regi t that C ¥ I bad the isit; ber and a v

of second lieutenant at the time of his reporting ‘flor,tluty. I seems, therefore, to
have been owing to the frequent shifting eominand of this regiment from the eolo-
nel to the major that this duty was not attended to, and from no fault or negleet
oftli the part of Lieutenant Calkins, who simply obeyed the orders of his superior
olcers.

The hardship is greater in this case from the fact that Lieuntenant Calkins, who
had previously belonged to an infantry regiment, was recruiting from about the 1st
of Jannary, 1:64, and had enrolled over fifty men for this regiment before he was
appointed from civil life a second lisutenant. For nearly seven months, therefore,
80 far as the evidence shows, he was without the pay of an enlisted man even,
though doing the duty of a of a pany, and really entitled to extra
p?y h:r care and responsibility of arms and accouterments during nearly four months
of that time. J

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill, with an amendment striking
out in the seventh line the word “nineteenth ' aud inserting * twenty-second.”

The amendment of the committee was to strike out “nineteenth”
and insert “twenty-second ;" so it will read * twenty-second day of
March.”

The amendment was agreed to.

There being no objection, the bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be
reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass.

MRS, A. E. HALL,

Mr. CATE. I ecall up ﬁgﬂ.in a bill (H. R. No. 2501) for the relief of
the estate of Mrs. A. E. Hall, widow of Dr. David A. Hall.

Mr. BRIGHT. I must object that this is not in regular order.

The CHAIRMAN. The bill was not exactly objected to, but, there
being no report in the case and the reading of the report being de-
manded, it was passed over.

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 objected to the bill as there was no report ac-
companying it.

Mr. CATE. There is a report, and I ask to have it read.

Mr. HOLMAN. I have seen the report since I nfade the objection,
and I now withdraw my objection and ask that the bill be again

ad.

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the commissioners
of the sinking fund of the District of Columbia to pay, out of mon-
| eys in their hands, to the legal representatives of the estate of Mrs.

A. E. Hall, widow of David A. Hall, deceased, the sum of $1,955, be-
ing the amount found to be due the estate of said David A. Hall by
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the acconunting officers of said Districl. pursuant to the opinion of
the attorney of said District in relation to the liability of said Dis-
trict to said estate for taxes collected and illegally detained from said
deceased, and interest thereon.

The report was read, as follows:

The Committee for the District of Columbia, to whom was referred House bill
No. 2501, a bill for the relief of Mrs. A. E. Hall, widow of Dr. David Hall, submit
the following report, and recommend the passage of the bill :

Prior to 1796, one James Greenleaf conveyed certain real estate in this District
to Robert Morris and his associztes, who conveyed the same to the United States,

Greenleaf cluimed that his conveyance to the United States did not divest him of
th title, and eonveyed the same to Dr. David Hall, husband of the claimant.

1In 1813 the United States filed a bill in chancery toperfeet its title; but the case
was not decided until 1857, and then the title of the United States was confirmed.

In the mean time the proj rtlyhas been assessed to Greenleaf and those claimin
under him. David A. paid the taxes 8o assessed during such litigation, an
took certiticates of such payment entitling him to a tax deed of the premises at the
expiration of a cortain 1ime unless redeemed.

e premises were not redeemed, and at the tion of the time limited for
that purpose Hall applied for a deed or the refunding of the money, both of which
were refused.

The matter has been referred to the attorney for the Distriet, who reported in
favor of allowing the claim at $1,431.82, and the same was audited and allowed by
the late auditors in with such opinion, but failed in getting the ap-
proval of the sinking-fund commissioners.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported to
the House with the recommendation that it do pass.

JOHN RENTZ,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3484) for the relief of John Rentz. 5

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of
‘War to correct the military record of John Rentz, late of the Fourth
Regiment Michigan Veteran Volunteer Infantry, and to granthim an
honorable discharge as of the 14th day of February, 1866, and the
Becretary of the Treasury to allow and pay to said John Rentz, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, all arrears
of pa{ and bonuty to which he would have been entitled if he had
been honorably discharged on the 14th day of February, A. D. 1866.

The report was read, as follows:

That the * statement of service' from the Adjutant-General’s Office shows that
John Rentz was enrolled in Company B, Fourth Regiment Michigan Volunteers,
on the 20th of June, 1861, to serve three years or during the war. and re-en-
listed as a veteran volunteer December 20, 17263, and that he was reported * de-
serted at San Antonio, Texas, February 14, 1806." The war record shows no charge
of dereliction of duty during this long service of fonr years and eight months.
On the other hand, the major of his regiment and the captain of his ¥ bear
testimony to his gallantry and good conduet ; and the surgeon of the regiment, the
adjutavt, and ten other officers, and several privates of h}s regiment, with several
ofticers of other regiments, join in a certificate that " he was always on duty and
never shrank from the faithful performance thereof.” They further state that,
“after the war was over and an order had been issued to have the veteran detach-
ment discharged, he came home withont leave, and was marked as a deserter.”

In consideration of the well-established fidelity and gallantry of this soldier for
the period of four years and eight mon extending to a date nearly one year
after the virtual closing of the war, and after his contract of service with the
Governwent was really completed, your committee are of opinion that a strong
case is presented for the just clemency of Congress.

i Your committee report back a substitute for House bill No. 303, and recommend
ts passage.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported to
the House with the recommendation that it do pass.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL ADAMS,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
3489) for the relief of Captain SBamuel Adams.
The bill was read as follows:

Be it enacted, de., That the Sccretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized and dfmted. outof any muney in the Treasury not otherwise appro rfat.wd,
to pay to Captain Samuel Adamns the sum of §3,750; in full satisfactionof his elaim
or claims against the United States fer all services, losses sustained, and moneys
oxpended by him in exploring the Coloradoe, the Blue and Graud Rivers of the West
anil the re, of country adjacent thereto, and reporting the same to the Secretary
of War mﬁmtlh)e Congress of the United States,

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I eall for the reading of the report.
The report of the Committee of Claims was read, as follows:

That the claimant for many years, dating back to 1864, had been engaged in ex-
loring the Colorado River and the remion of country adjacent thereto; that his
dliscoveries in this hitherto comparatively unknown region were such as to attract
the attention of observant men, embracing members of Congress and the then
Sceretary of War, Hon. E. M. Stanton, at whose instance the claimant embodied the
result of his explorations in a report to the Sec ;of War. He also, it seems,
at the request of the Commissi of the General d Office, gave information
of value as to rontes, settlements, and towns from the Colorado River to Salt Lake
City, which points were, by the Commissioner, marked upon his published map.
’I‘he‘impurmnce of this river to navigation, and its adjacent minmfnud timber re-
sources were such, in the estimation of the Secretary of War, as to induce him to
direct the claimant to return to the Pacific coast of California to accompany boats
to said river, and ascend it on a tonr of inspection and exploration. This was done.
and the Colorado River was ascended and its navigability demonstrated for the
first timo for a distance of some six hundred and twenty miles, From thence he
proceeded inland across the main divide of the Rocky Mouutains in Colorado Ter-
ritory, and organized an expedition, constructed at his own expense four boats,
furnished provisions, arms, &c., and descended the Blue and Grand Rivers, ex-
ploring the region of the Grand and Green Rivers, making many discoveries val-
mbltt: to sclvmee, history, and most useful to the material interests of the Govern-
men
Among the more

inent results of these explorations and ohservations may
be mentioned the following: The discovery of a new, safe, and fresh-water harbor
below the month of the Colorado, named Vietoria Bay, now known as “ Isabella
Harbor," demonstrating the navigability of the Colorado River to Callville, a d' <
tance of six hundred and twenty miles. a point far beyond where the United States
engineers reportod the river susceptible of navigation, thus stimulating the ¢om.
merce of the river and giving access to the rich mines of coal, copper, gold, and

silver lying beyond ; establishing the feasibility of a railroad route for four lnn-
dred miles from Salt Lake City to the head of navigation. and giving an uninter-
rapted route to the Pacific Ocean without crossing the Sierra Nevada Mountains ;
the discovery of valuable timber snitable for varfons mechanieal anl donyestic
uses; the discovery of the greatest fall in the Colorado, the extent of its valleys,
and the location of its agricultural lands; points of mineral wealth and evidences
of extinct and axisﬁng types of advanced civilization ; many of which results have
been since greatly nti by the engi and scientists acting under the author-
ity of the United States Government.

e descentof the Grand River, above alluded to, was attended with severe hard.
ships, imminent perils, and serious losses to the claimant and his party, in the
wreck of his boats of personal property and valuable papers. Tﬁe claim-
a;:t, in }.811, made his t;epﬂﬂ t& the Scomn:?' Ef E?JI:' which was s&lbm:!ttet(‘i, with his
claim for compensal to Congress, songress printed ; which report is
Herowith sabmitted, v SR

The memorialist claims £20,000 compensation for services.

The eommittes are satisfied, from the proofs and papers submitted, that in jus-
tice and equity the claimant deserves some compensation from the Government for
his labors, hazards, and losses, The only questions which have ecmbarrassed their
consideration are, first, the existenceof the authority on the part of the Secretrry
of War to send the claimant upon such an exploration, and the real, tancible
amg:nt to which he could lay claim as the direct resalt of an actoal or implied con-

tra

That the last trip of claimant to the Pacific coast, and up the Colorado, and over
the mountains, and down the Blue and Grand Rivers, was made under the license
and direction of the Seeretary of War is satisfactorily established ; that the claim-
ant was to receive a com tion is also apparent.” That the Secretary of War
expected this oompemﬁza, s0 far as the navigation of the Colorado River was
con , to cume ont of the appropriations for the coast and harbor surveys, &o.,
is clearly inferable ; but as subsequent examination shows that this appropriation
could not be so appiiarl. no fund was at the command of the War Department for
such compensation. And a misunderstanding seems to have sprung up between
the Secretary of War, as well as a Jhealnmy or eriticism on the part of the Govern-
ment engineers, which? coupled with the loss and displacement oiiipapm'.s constitut.
ing important links in the chain of evidence, only recently supplied, have delayed
nnqt;hfa\'omble or final action on this elaim to this date.

e claim for §700 for services and outlays of claimant in 1863 and 1864 cannot
be allowed, as they were rendered and made prior to any pretense of anthority from
the Secretary of War. So of the item of $1,465 for liabilities incurred in running
the steamer Esmeralda up and down the Colorado in 1865 and 1866, Soof the item
of §250 for going from Callville to Salt Lake City and San Francisco in 1865,

The item of in going from San Francisco to Callville, building rafts forarms
and provisions, and dawantlinﬁ the river four hundred miles, is rejected for the
same reason; likewise the fo owlnf items: §450 for traveling from Callville to
Washington City and reporting the facta in 1866 ; £160, personal expenses while in
‘Washington City making out rmﬂs, &e.

Subsequent to this time, as further services of the claimant seem to have
been prosecuted under the sanction of the Secretary of War, and as the Govern-
ment and public were manifestly benefited by the labor, hazards, and outlays of
the claimant, it seems but right and just that a reasonable compensation should be
allowed him. While, in the judgment of your ittee, the great benefits result-
ing to the Government might ontwolilgh any small compatation, yet, in appropriat-
ing the public money, they feel no license to enter the uncertain field of specnla-
tion or extravagance; and reducing the claim to actual direct compensation on the
basis of a contract and the extent of service performed and money expended, tha
committee present the following accountas nearly just and reliable as is attainable:
For mtnmfn,g from Washington City to Colorado River, via San Francis-

co, to prosecute the exploTalions . ..... ceee. viireiiciiiinnsincnnn.aa. 250 00
For expenses and services in ascending the Colorado River, seven hun-

dred miles, crossing to Salt Lake City and the mountains, building four

boats, purchasing arms and ammunition, instruments, and provisions, or-
ganizing the force, and the voyage down the river, and loss of property,
and report of exploration, &c., 1o the Government.

3,500 00

3, 750 00
For which amount your committee herewith report abill making the necessary
appropriation and recommend its passage.
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported favor-
ably to the House.

B. E. GARLAND AND F. M, HOPPIN,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (IH. R. No.
515) for the relief of Sarah E. Garland and Frank M. Hoppin, with
an amendment by the Committee of Claims.

The bill was read, as follows:

Beit dte., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, au-
thorized and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-

ropriated, to Austin M. Garland, for the use and benefit of Sar.h E. Garland and
E’mnk M. Hoppin, the sum of §337.82, together with interest thereon, at the rate
of 6 %r cent. per annum, from the 2 day of May, l?:i until the passage of this
act, being the t of ion tax err ly paid by them to the collector
of the sighth district of Illinois at the date aforesaid. .
The amendment of the Committee of Claims was read, as follows:

After “ $337.62" strike out * together with interest thereon, at the rate of 6 per
cent. per annum, from the 2d day of May, 1868, until the passage of this act.
The amendment was agreed to.
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.
E. B. M'PHERSON, JR.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No.
2005) for the relief of E. B. McPherson, jr., of Boonville, Missouri.

The bill was read, as follows:

Beitenacted, de., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, author-
ized and directed, out of any money not otherwise appropriated, to pay to Captain
E. B. MePherson, jr.. of Boonville, Kliswuri the sum of §563.12, in full satisfaction
of the balance due him for use and time of the steamer Lexington, employed in
transporting Government troops and supplivs on the Upper Missouri River, from
Fort Sully and return to same place, June 18 to June 20, 1864, two days thirteen
and a half hours.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.

BENJAMIN L. CORNISH.

Mr. FORT. T ask that Imay be permitted to withdraw my objec-
tion to the bill (8. No. 560) for the relief of Benjamin L. Coruish,
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Jate second lieutenant of the Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteer In-
fantry.

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the bill be again read.

The bill was read, as follows: '

Be it enacled, de., That the Paymaster-General of the United States Army be,
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of any money appropriated or
hereafter to be appropriated for the payment of the Army, to Benjamin L. Cornish,
late second licutenant in the Thirty-second Regimentof Wisconsin Volunteers, the

y and emoluments of a second lientenant of infantry from the 11th d:‘y of Novem-

T, 1864, to the 12th day of June, 1865, during w hich time he actually performed duty
anil was regularly commissioneil as such second lientenant, but was not mustered
in: Provided, That whatever amount, if any, shall have been paid to the said Benja-
min L. Cornish for his services in the Army during the time above specified shall
be deducted from the amount of the pay and emoluments of a second lieutenant, and
the balance only paid to him.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported
favorably to the House.

Mr. SINGLETON. I move that the committee rise that the House
may consider a bill received from the Senate in regard to the con-
tinuation of the publie printing.

Mr, HOLMAN. I hope the committee will rise at any rate. Itis
now getting late,

The motion of Mr. SINGLETON was a; to.

So the committee rose; and the Speaker pro tempore having resumed
the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported thatfthe Committee of the Whole
House had had under consideration the Private Calendar, and had
directed him to report with favorable recommendations sundry bills,
some with and some without amendments.

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask nnanimous consent that an order be made
that the bills reported from the Committee of the Whole on the Pri-
vate Calendar be engrossed and read a third time and passed.

Mr. RANDALL. Let them be passed one by one. There is no ocea-
gion for this unusual haste.

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw the motion.

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC PRINTING.

Mr. SINGLETON. I ask unanimous consent to fake from the
Speaker’s table for present consideration the bill (8. No. 960) to con-
tinue the publie printing. I desire to say that although the bill has
not been referred formally to the Committee on Appropriations we
have had it under consideration, and I am instrocted fo recommend
its passage, with an amendment striking out “sixty” and inserting

“ten” days.
There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker’s
table and read a first and second time.

The bill authorizes the Congressional Printer to continue the work
required by law in advance of appropriations to be hereafter made,
and provides that the aet shall continue in force for sixty days.

Mr. SINGLETON. I move to amend by striking out “ sixty” and
inserting * ten.”

Mr. CASWELL. I beg toinquire of the gentleman from Mississippi
if this is a unanimous report of the committee?

Mr. SINGLETON. 8o far as I have seen the committee they all
agree to it, It has not been formally referred to the committee. If
wo waited for that the Benate might adjourn, and twelve o'clock
would arrive without any provision being made for the publie print-
iu;i, and to-morrow there will be no CONGRESSI0NAL RECORD.

Ir. CASWELL. It seems that the committee have not had the
matter under consideration formally.

Mr. HOLMAN. Most of the members of the Committee on Appro-
priations are in the House and were consulted.

Mr. BANKS. If the gentleman from Mississippi will allow me, I
desire to say that it seems to me that ten days is a short time. If we
pass a bill of this character it should be for a longer period than ten
days. I do not know but sixty days is too long. I think the amend-
ment proposing ten days proposes a period too short for the objectin
view. I would suggest twenty days.

Mr. SINGLETONg. We are putting it upon precisely the same
ground as the bill passed this morning with regard to other appro-
priations.

The amendment was agreed to.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read a third time; and it
was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

FURLOUGH OF EMPLOYES OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.

Mr. SINGLETON. I desire now to make a privileged motion. I
am instructed by the Committee on Printing to report a joint resoln-
tion (H. R. No. 139) granting a furlough to employés of the Govern-
ment Printing Office.

The joint resolution was read a first and second time,

The joint resolution grants to employés in the Government Print-
ing Office a furlough of twenty days, without loss of wages, that they
may have an opportunity to attend the centennial exhibition.

Mr. SINGLETON. Isend to the desk to be read a memorial of the
employés of the Government Printing Office.

The Clerk read as follows:

A petition from the employés of the Government Printing Office, asking Congress
for twenty days’ leave of absence with pay, &e.
To the Senate and House of Representatives :

We, the employés of the Government Printing Office, hereby pétition Congress
for twenty davs' leave of absence with pay, the time to be allowed whenever the
Cingressional Printer may, in his judgment deem it compatible with the pablic in-
tﬁ:l‘{'&i_ts. and the number of employés to be furloughed at one time being placed at

is discretion.

Clerks in departmental employ receive thirty days’ leave with pay, each year.
We are not so favored. Time lost by us, under any circumstance, even an hour, is
deducted from our wages. While we feel that this discrimination against us as
mechanies should not éxist in view of the nature of onr services. we do not ask
for the regular yea:ly leave of absence. We have labored faithfully for the Gov-
ernment, the very nature of onr employment being a heavy diain npon the vital
forces; and we pray the granting of this petition as a boon that should not be with-
beld in the centennial year of onr Republic's existence. -

And your petitioners will ever pray.

Mr, SINGLETON. Itisa fact well known to members of the House
that in every other Departmentof the Government the employés have
thirty days’ leave of absence during the year, while the employés in
the Printing Office do not have a day. Not only that, but, as stated
in their memorial, if they lose one hour it is deducted from their wages.
This joint resolution proposes to give them twenty days' leave of ab-
sence at such time as the Public Printer may deem proper. I believe
this is right. We take time for ourselves to visit this exhibition,
and our salary is continned. I believe we ought to grant the same
privilege to the employés of the Government Printing Office, pro-
vided it does not retard the publie printing.

Mr. FOSTER. Allow me to say to the gentleman from Mississippi
[Mr. SiINGLETON] that I am very much gratified at this exhibition of
liberality on his part. I wish to remind him, however, that he is mis-
taken in one thing ; all the employés inthe other Departments are not
entitled to thirty days’ furlougg during the year. The laborers, watch-
men, and messengers now in the Departments do not have thirty
days’ furlongh. snﬁtrest to the gentleman that he shounld include
them, and also the so diers and sailors who are not allowed any time.
; Mr. SINGLETON. Offer your amendment, and I will not object

o it. \

Mr. BANKS. I have an amendment which I will offer if the gen-
tleman will allow me. I do not object to the joint resolution which
the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. SINGLETON | has reported. Iam
willing to vote for it; but I think there are some others that should
be included. I therefore move to amend by a.dding.tvo it that which
I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

And that a furlongh of five days without reduction of pay be allowed to the em-
ployés of the other Executive Departments for attendance at the centennial expo-
sition, at such time as in the judgment of the chief officers of said Departments it
may be done without detriment to the public service.

Mr. LUTTRELL. I move to amend the amendment by striking
ont “five days” and inserting * ten days.”

Mr. BANKS. I did not intend to indicate any particular number
of days, but to leave the number blank to be filled by the House.

Mr. SINGLETON. I am willing to accept the amendment.

Mr. BANKS. I propose this amendment as a matter of public in-
terest, not merely as a favor to the persons engaged in the different
Departments, nor as a matter of sentiment or feeling on our part.
The ecentennial exhibition is certainly one of the most snccessful ex-
hibitions of industry that has ever been attempted by any nation.
We have done the best we could under the circumstances, not all that
we should have done, but the best we eonld, in order to bring abont
an exhibition of the capacities of the people of the United States at
this time. It is a matter of great importance to the conntry as a
means of instruection that the people of all sections of the country
shonld visit this exhibition. Other governments having snch ex-
hibitions have given to their employés and so far as possible to the
common people an opportunity to visit the exhibitions without charge
and without cost to themselves,

Now, inasmuch as there are several thousand people employed by
the Government in the vicinity of Philadelphia, where the exhibition
is held, people who are not overpaid, who are in many instances per-
sons of great intelligence, and who will be benefited by a study of
the exhibition at Philadelphia, I think we onght to give them at
least five days’ time in which to make such a visit. I do not believe
the people of the country will object to it or that it will be at all
detrimental to the interests of the conntry.

Mr. HOLMAN. I wonld suggest that the amendment might be
amended by inserting the words “ and other employés of the Govern-
ment” affer the words relating to the employés of the Departments
here. I do not think it exactly right to diseriminate in favor of those
who are right here around us in this city and who are able to ask this
favor of us. This resolution, if passed at all, should apply to all per-
sons in the employment of the United States generally.

Mr. BANKS. I will agree to that. I meant toincludeall employés
of the Government,.

Mr. KASSON. If seems to me that the gentleman from Mississippi
[Mr. SixGLETON] would do well fo inclade in one resolution the per-
sons to whom he refers as well as those embraced in the amendment
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. BANKs, ] and give the same
length of time to all employés of the Government.

r. HOLMAN. The objection of the gentleman from Mississippi
[Mr. SINGLETON ] seems to have some weight jn it; that is, that the
employés of the Exeentive Departments, aceording to established cus-
tom, already have allowed them a vacation of thirty days each dur-
ing the year.

ir. KASSON. Then, why not say that all officers and employés of
the several Departments of the Government whounder existing regu-
lations are not entitled to thirty days’ leave of absence during the
year :{l;all hereafter be entitled to so many days for the purpose
TaImed
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Mr. HOLMAN. That is right.

Mr. KASSON. Under regulations to be prescribed by the heads of
the rcsg«{:tim Departments. :

Mr. RANDALL. The clerks in the varions Departments, who now
take thirty days’ leave of absence under the law, have a right to do
so in order to go to and return from their several homes. The time
proposed to be allowed by this resolution in order to visit the centen-
nial exhibition would be accounted as a part of their thirty days and
would break in upon their nusnal leave of absence to that extent. I
desire to give them five days’ leave of absence in addition to their
usual thirty days.

Mr. KASSON. I will not object to that. My object is merely to
make it uniform in its application as to time and privileges.

Mr. RANDALL. Let us make it uniform throughout the country
8o far as regards the employés of the Government, and not let it affect
the ordinary vacation or furlough to which the clerks in the Depart-
ments are now entitled by law.

The SPEAKER pro fempore. The Chair suggests to the gentleman
from Iowa to reduce his amendment to writing.

Mr. SINGLETON. The only object I had in view was to carry out
the request contained in the memorial of the employés of the Gov-
ernment Printing Office. They have asked for twenty days; and I
have felt that we ought to give it to them. The amendment pro-
posed by the gentleman from Massachusetts does not interfere at all
with the thirty days’ leave which is already accorded to employés in
the Departments; it is a gratuity nupon our part in the form of an
additional five days which they may use now if they choose for the

urpose of visiting the centennial, as I suppose most persons would
ike to do on the Fourth of July.

Mr. KASSON. I suggest to the gentleman that there are in the
Executive Departments many persons who are employed, as are those
in the Engraving and Printing Buorean, on daily wages, and whose
pay is not eq[t;al to that of thoso for whom it is proposed to provide.

Mr. LUTTRELL, And who receive no furlonghs.

Mr. KASSON. And who receive no furlonghs. My obﬂ'ect is to do
equal justice in this particular, and to make the time allowed lon
enough to enable artisans and others fo attend the Centennial an
see the exhibition fully; and this privilege shonld be given in such
a way that their accomulated wages may pay their expenses to Phila-
delphia and back. That is the object I have in view.

Mr. RANDALL. I suggest that if we send these employés of the
Government Printing Office off for twenty days we shall have nobody
here to do the printing,.

Mr. KASSON. Of course this leave is to be taken subject to regu-
lations to be made by the heads of the respective Departments as to
the time when the different employés shall go, because they cannot
all go at once.

r. WHITE. I move to refer this whole subject-matter to the

Committee on the Centennial Celebration, that they may perfeet the

roposition. There seems to be such diversity of opinion that I think
1t will be impossible for us to reach an agmment in the House,

Mr. BAN KS. I hope that will not be done Although there seems
to be some want of uniformity in the views of different gentlemen,
it will be found that the proposition as it stands is perfectly practi-
cable, considering the purposes in view. The printers and binders
are now allowed no furlough, and they have asked for twenty days.
The Honse seems disposed to give it to them. There are other em-

loyés of the Government who are now allowed, I understand, a for-

ongh of thirty days at different seasons of the year to visit their
homes. We desire to give to these persons five days more for a spe-
cific purpose: for the public benefit as well as their own.
Why should not the proposition be allowed to pass without being
encumbered with othermatters? Whyshonld the gentleman from Iowa
embarrass the question by a proposition in regard to the furlongh to
those engaged in the Printing and Engraving Burean, a matter which
can be arranged at another time and in another proposition ¥ Do not
en?;ngle it with this question. We cannot make this matter entirely
uniform.

Mr. WHITE. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr, BANKS]
allow me to offer a suggestion? There are some employés who
receive annual salaries and others who receive so much per day.
Now, I submit to the gentleman whether a difficulfy will not arise
in regard to which of the empioyés of the Government here and else-
where will be entitled to these five or ten days?

Mr. BANKS. No,sir; that is inclnded in the amendment I offered.

Mr. WHITE. I think this question can be settled in committee
much better than in the House.

Mr. BANKS. If a person to whom this five days’ leave is granted
is employed by contract, he will not suffer any deduction of pay : but
for his absence the average amount of his pay will be allowed him.
That is as near as we can come to it by any amendment. I hope gen-
tlemen will allow this resolution to pass, and afterward I will cheer-
ﬁu.lly vote for any supplgmentary proposition which they may intro-

uce.

Mr. KASSON. If the resolution be recommitted with leave to
report at any time, I think this matter can be adjusted in a few mo-
ments. I wish simply to arrive at what is right.

Mr. PHILIPS, of Missouri. I hope we shall have a vote.

Mr. SINGLETON. In regard to the p:ﬂ)nsition to refer this mat-
ter to the Committee on the Centennial Celebration, I will say

that it came from that committee this morning and on their mo-
tion was referred to the Committee on Printing. To knock this mat-
ter about backward and forward from one committee to another
seems to me to be ocenpying unnecessarily the time of the House.
Mr. CONGER. I suggest that one week instead of ten days be the

time specified ; because a week will be broken into and lost at any
rate. t these employés have a week., ~
Mr. BANKS. That is very fair. I modify my amendment by sub-

stituting one week for five days.

Mr. FOSTER. It is evident that this matter onght to be referred
to a commitiee to put it into proper and intelligible shape. I wonld
suggest a special committee.

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I wonld like to offer a substitute.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Mississippi
[Mr. SixGLETON] yield for that purpose?

Mr. SINGLETON. No, sir; I decline to yield.

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Allow it to be read.

Mr. SINGLETON. I accept the amendment of the gentleman from
Michigan [Mr, CoNGER] granting one week instead of five days. I
now move the previous question.

Mr. WHITE. I submit that one week will be insufficient.

The previons guestion was seconded and the main question ordered.

Mr. WHITE. I rise to a question of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. WHITE. I want to know whether it is not in order now to
vote on my motion to recommit ¥

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 1t is not.

Mr, KASSON. Iask that the resolution, as it has been modified,
will be read.

The resolution, as modified, was read.

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,
and passed.

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint
resolution was passed; and alse moved that the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

lEl,r. lﬁASSON I move toamend the title by adding the words “and
others. :

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. WHITE. I wish to ask a question for information.

Mr. BRIGHT. I demand the regular order of business.

BILLS PASSED.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The regular order of business is the
consideration of the report from the Committee of the Whole on the
Private Calendar; and the Clerk will read the titles of the bills, and
they will be considered, if there be no objection, as ordered to be en-

ssed, and being engrossed, read a third time in the case of House

ills, and as ordered to a third reading and read the third time in the

case of Senate bills, and that the amendments reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole Honse as concurred in and the bills passed.

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly.

The Clerk read the titles of the bills, as follows:

A bill (H. R, No. 3114) for the relief of William Gemmill;

A bill (H. R. No. 3367) to remove the charge of desertion from the
military record of Alfred Rouland;

A bill (H. R. No. 1997) to grant title to certain lands to the heirs of
Caleb L. Brayton;

A bill (8. No. 176) to authorize the Northwestern Improvement
Company, a corporation organized under the laws of the State of
Wisconsin, to enter npon the Menomonee Indian reservation, and
improve the Oconto River, its branches and tributaries;

A joint resolution (IL R. No, 112) to aid the Winnebago Indians of
Wisconsin to obtain subsistence by agricultural pursuits, and to pro-
mote their civilization;

A bill (8. No. 560) for the relief of Benjamin L. Cornish, late second
lieutenant of the Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry ;

A bill (8. No. 333) for the relief of Major Foster A. Hixon, late a
paymaster in the Army;

A bill (H. R. No. 3371) to place Laurence A. Williams, late major
Sixth Cavalry United States Army, upon the retired list of the Army ;

A bill (H. R. No. 1075) directing the Second Anditor to settle the
an and bounty account of John Ammahie or Ammahe ;

hill (H. R. No. 1238) granting a pension to Esther P. Fox;

A bill (H. R. No. 2257) for the relief of J. T. MeGinniss, captain of
Thirteenth Infantry United States Army;

A bill (H. R. No. 3331) anthorizing the Secretary of War to permit
the Presbyterian Church of Gratiot, Michigan, to erect and maintain
il }v]c;odan church building on the Fort Gratiot military reservation,

ichigan ;

A bill (H. R. No. 559) for the relief of Almeron E. Calkins, late a
second lientenant in the Eighth Michigan Cavalry; and

A bill (H. R. No. 515) for the relief of SBarah E. Garland and Frank
M. Hoppin.

SUSAN E. WILLARD,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is next on the engross-
ment, third reading, and passage of a bill (H. R, No. 3373) for the re-
lief of Susan E, Willard, widow of Sylvester D. Willard, of New York.

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. I should like to hear the gentleman
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who reported that bill from the Committee on War Claims state why
the subject-matter could not be considered by the Conrt of Claims,
and why it is a lpmper case to be brought here for the consideration
of Congress ! 1 move it be recommitted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘the Chair is informed by the Clerk
that the bill was reported from the Committee on War Claims by the
gentleman from New York, [ Mr. HoskIxns.]

Mr. CONGER. I was one of the subcommittee of the Committee
on War Claims which examined that case and reported favorably
upon it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Illinois ob-
Jject to the passage of the Lill -

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. I do.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the third reading,
engrossment, and passa.ﬁa of the bill.

Mr. CONGER. This bill was reported favorably by the gentleman
from New York from the Committee on War Claims after careful
examination. The report in the case was read in Committee of the
Whole House, and no objection was made to the reporting of the bill
with the recommendation that it do pass. I think that report npon
its face shows all the reasons why this claim bas not been enforced in
any other tribunal and why it was brouihtr here to Congress. It was
reported favorably by the committee of the last Congress unanimously,
I believe, in the House. It was reported at this session by the Com-
mittee on War Claims after full consultation. I know no rea-
son why it should not be passed. The only thing wrong about it is
that the amounnt is less really than in mg judgment should be al-
lowed ; but I acquiesced in that to meet the views of the other gen-
tlemen of the committee,

These claimants were minors during part of this time, having no
kuowledge of the mode of procedure necessary to secure their claim.
They were living in the North, away from the scene of action. They
did not know there was any tribunal to which this claim could be
presented until it was too late to make the presentation before the
Court of Claims. Does the gentleman know of any good reason in
justice or equity why this shonld not be passed {

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A messaﬁa from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPsON, one of its clerks, no-
tified the House that that body bad passed a bill (H. R. No. 3809) to
provide temporarily for the expeunditures of the Government, with
amendments, in which the concurrence of the Hounse was requested.

BUSAN B. WILLARD.

Mr. CONGER. I wish tfo say, in addition, that there was a public
hotel in Muarphreysborough, Tennessee, and a valnable private resi-
dence, with all the furniture, bedding, and equipments, belonging to
these claimants, which were taken by our officers for the purpose of
establishing a general military hospital. That hotel and private resi-
dence, with all the beds, chairs, and everything which could be used
for a hospital, were used for almost two years; one of them for more
than a year, and the other for about a year.

Mr. HOLMAN. Does the gentleman assnme that the Court of
Claims ever had jurisdiction of this class of elaims?

Mr. CONGER. No, sir.

Mr. HOLMAN. The only way in which the Court of Claims conld
have had control of this eluss of claims was by Congress conferring
upon that conrt sge(-ial Jjurisdiction, and that has never been done.
The question is whether the Government is to assnme the responsi-
bility of Ru ing all this class of claims in the Southern States.

Mr. CONGER. In order to prevent the recommitment of the bill
I call for the Frevious ‘gueation ; but I do not wish tfo take the gen-
tleman from Illinois off’ the floor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. What is the motion of the gentleman
from Illinois 7

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. I move to recommit the bill to the
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.

I shiould have no objection to passing the bill if it had peculiar
equities and would establish no precedent. I do not know that this
will. The gentleman from Michigan asks me if I know any reason
why this bill should not pass. That is not the ground for asking that
a bill shall receive the favorable consideration of this House. The
question is, why should it pass? It may be all right; but there is
bhis on the face of it: It is a claim for the occupancy of a building
in a territory that was overrun a portion of the time by the Union

troope and a portion of the time by the confederate troops. It was’

on the battle-ground of the war in a territory where damages wero
committed orinjuries inflicted both by northern troops and southern
troops. It was an occupancy of premises in a State that was, a por-
tion of the time at least, ocenpied by the confederate troops and
claimed as one of the Confederate States.
. Now, the question arises, shall we pay for the occupancy of prem-
ises and for injury done to property in cases of that I]ls.lnd 1 If this
is an exceptional case, if it will not form a precedent for the pay-
ment of claims that may arise in respect to the operations that wero
carried on during the war, then I have no objection. 1 see no objec-
tion to passing the bill upon the explanation that has becn made and
the report of the committee.

Mr. CONGER. I wish to say to the gentleman that these premises
were occupied by our troops for the purposes named after that region

came within our lines, and after it was continuously within onr lines,
and under the control of our Government, and with the consent of
the owners, that property was taken for a hospital for our wonnded
men from other battle-fields around. It violates no principle that I
have ever heard even snggested in the Committee on War Claims in
regard fo damage and destruction of property as ravages of war.
A military board, a board of survey, was appointed at the time by
the proper officers to fix the rental of these premises. The rental
fixed by that board was more even than the committee have allowed
in this case.

3 ;}ér' BURCHARD, of Illinois. What time was this property occu-

|
if Mr. CONGER. One part of it I think for seventeen months and
another I think for eleven or thirteen months.

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. At what period of the year?

Mr. CONGER. After our occupation of Murfreesborongh. After
our continned occupation fill the end of the war, it was the center
of all the operations around it and was the central military hospital
for all that region. The husband of this woman was at that time
the surgeon-general of the State of New York, being himself in the
service of the United States.

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois, What debarred this claim from being
presented at the Quartermaster’s Department ¥

Mr. CONGER. There was nd money to pay this class of ¢laims,

ofr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. But the Quartermaster's Depart-
ment allowed for stores and for the rents and the occupation of

remises.

Mr. CONGER. The Quartermaster’s Department allowed for stores
that they paid for as they went along where they had money in the
military chest to pay for the stores they took.

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. But there are claims which have
been passed on and are being passed on in the Quartermaster’s De-

tment on certificates.

Mr. CONGER. Congress by law has forbidden the payment of
such elaims till presented to Congress.

Mr. KASSON. Is it not time to close this conversation? [Laugh-

ter.

M] . BURCHARD, of Illinois. One more question. Were the com-
mittee nnanimously in favor of this bill?

Mr. CONGER. Ithink they were. I ask the previous question.

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered.

The first question was on *he motion to recommit the bill to the
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.

The motion was not agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be enﬁm«d and read a third time; and
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

PRIVATE BILLS PASSED.

Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of the
‘Whole on the Private Calendar, were severally read by their titles,
and passed :

A bill (H. R. No. 3374) for the relief of Harry E. Eastman, late lieu-
tenant-colonel Second Regiment Wisconsin Cavalry Volunteers;

A bill (H. R. No. 2501) for the relief of the estate of Mrs. A. E. Hall,
widow of Dr. David A. Hall ;

A bill (H. R. No. 940) for the relief of Edwin Ebert;

A bill (H. R. No. 3483) to restore John Pulford, lientenant-colonel
United States Army, (retired,) to his former rank on the retired list;

A bill (H. R. No. 3434) for the relief of John Rentz;

A bill (H. R. No. 3489) for the relief of Captain Samnel Adams; and

A bill EH. R. No. 2005) for the relief of E. B. McPherson, jr., of
Boonville, Missouri.

Mr. CONGER moved to reconsider the various votes by which the
bills reported by the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calen-

dar were p: ; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on
the table. y
The latter motion was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. 8YMPsox, one of their clerks, an-
nonneed that the Senate further insisted on its amendments disagreed
to by the House to the bill (H. R. No. 2571) making appropriations
for the laiislnt.iva, executive, and jndicial expenses of the Govern-
ment for the year endingl.l une 30, 1877, and for other purposes, asked
a further conference with the House on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses, and had appointed as conferees on the part of the Senate
Mr. MorriLL of Maine, Mr, WiNpoMm, and Mr, WITHERS.

The message also announced that the Senate had passed a bill of
the following title, with amendments; in which the concurrence of
the House was requested:

A bill (H. R. No. 2575) to amend sections 3893 and 3894 of the Re-
vised Statutes providing a penalty for mailing obscene books, and
other matters therein contained, and prohibiting lottery circulars
passing through the mails.

The message further announced that the S8enate had passed a bill (8.
No. 535) granting a pension to Armstead Goodlow, in which the con-
eurrence of the House was requested.

CLAIMS REPORTED FROM TREASURY DEPARTMENT.

Mr. BRIGHT. I am instructed by the Committee of Claims to ask
unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s table House bill No,
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2691, for the allowance of certain claims reported by the accounting
officers of the Treasury Department. The bill comes to the House
from the Senate with sundry amendments, most of them merely ver-
bal, such as correcting errors in names, &e.

No objection being made, the bill, with the amendments, was taken
from the Speaker's table.

Mr, BRIGHT. I move that the amendments of the Senate be con-
curred in.

The motion was to.

Mr. BRIGHT. I move to reconsider the vote just taken; and also
move that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table,

The latter motion was agreed tfo.

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

Mr. COOK. I move that the House now adjourn.

Mr. RANDALL. O, no.

Mr. BANKS. T ask the gentleman to yield to me to make a report.
Mr. COOK. I will withdraw the motion for the present.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

Mr. BANKS, from the Select Committee on the Centennial Celebra-
tion, submitted the following report:

The Centennial Committee, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No.
133) providing that when the two Houses o on Baturday, the 1st day of July,
they shall respectively stand adjonrned untal ten o'clock a. m. on Tnesday, July 4,
1876, at which hour they shall assemble respectively at Independence Hall, in the
city of Pluladelphia, at which time and place the two Houses shall consider a joint
resolution commemorative of the centennial anniversary of the declaration of Amer-
ican Independence, have considered the same, and report that the condition of the pub-
lic service renders it inexpedient to act thereon at this time.

Mr. BANKS. This is the unanimous report of the committee, and
I move that it be laid npon the table.

Mr, KASBON. I desire to say that on Monday last, when I intro-
duced that resolution, we all had some hope that we conld so arrange
the public business this week as to enable us to dedicate that mueh
time to the observance of a centennial oceasion of so much impor-
tance. I am now satisfied, and have so stated to gentlemen of the
committee, that we ought not at this time to take that nnmber of
days of adjournment. I hope the report will be laid npon the table,
so that, if circumstances should change hereafter, it may be within
the reach of the House.

The report was received and laid on the table.

Mr. HOPKINS. I am instructed by the same committee to report
the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved. That the House of Representatives hereby the invitation of the
United States centennial commission to attend the one hundredth anniver of
the declaration of Ind d in Ind d Square, Philadelphia, on July 4,
at ten o'clock a. m. ; and that the Clerk of the House be directed to communicate to
the president of said commission a eopy of this resolution.

Mr. HOPKINS. I will state briefly the difference between this res-
olution and the joint resolution just re}mrted upon. This resolution
is in response to an official invitation from the centennial commis-
sion to this House to 'Earticipate in a programme which they have
arranged and which they econtrol. The other resolution was a propo-
sition from ourselves, inviting ourselves to meet in Independence
Hall, over which we have no control or authority, and which will
probably be otherwise occupied. Hence the committee reported ad-
versely upon that proposition, and have reported this resolution, so
that tge House ean in accordance with eommon courtesy manifest its
acceptance of the invitation we have received.

Mr. KASSON. I desire to ask the gentleman if he has considered
the further question of the propriety of an observance here by Con-

of this centennial anniversary? If Congress will 50 to Phila-
elphia and participate there in the observance of that day in some
form so that it will appear upon our record that we have noticed it, I
should be extremely glad. But unless we adjourn before Monday,
and over Monday until Tnesday, it will be a mere sham, so far as the
presence of Congress in Philadelphia is concerned, to accept this in-
vitation. As between such a formal acceptance, not to be executed
and a meeting in our own Hall, where a simple and brief memorial
service may be had, I gmatly prefer the latter, I think it worthy of
congideration by this House whether, if we cannot adjourn over Mon-
day, and must meet here on Monday for the transaction of business,
we will not have onr own memorial service, with a proper prayer and
proper resolution to be adopted, in our own Hall on the Fourth of

July.

Myr. HOPKINS. Inresponse tothe gentleman from Iowa, [ Mr. Kas-
80N,] 1 will say that I concur very fully and cordially in his idea of
the propriety of a formal meeting of Congress in Philadelphia. But
the gentleman is mistaken in calling it our own Hall; we have no
control over it.

Mr. KASSON. Ispokeof our Hall here.

Mr. HOPKINS. I begthe gentleman’s pardon ; I did not distinetly
understand him. As to the matter of adjonrnment, the committee
deemed that that subject belonged to the Committee on Appropria-
tions, and we supposed that the passage of this resolution would be
followed by one from that committee agreeing to adjourn from to-
morrow until Wednesday next.

Mr. KASSON. I think the other resolution shounld precede this, in
order that we may take the sense of the Honse upon it.

Mr. WHITE. I desire to ask gentlemen and the House a question,

whether it wounld not be more appropriate for ns to sit here and
serve our constitnents by doing the business of the country on the
Fourth of July rather than taking any moreholidays? I1think we have
had enongh holidays this year. The people will sustain us if instead
of going to Philadelphia we remain here and celebrate the Fourth of
July by discharging our duty to our constituents.

Mr. HOPKINS. The question of adjournment is not now before the
Honse. Thegimple question is, shall we, or not, aceept the invitation
of the Centennial Commission ?

Mr. SEELYE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to second the suggestion of the

entleman from Jowa, [ Mr. Kasson.] It seems to me that the only
oming celebration of the day by this House is that we meet in onr
own Hall for a solemn service: the reading of God’s Word and the
offering of thanksgiving and prayer to Almighty God. I think that
would%}e a becoming service, one*worthy of this historical occasion,
and the only one, it seems to me, that would befit the history of the
past ;l&d our hopes of the future. I hope the suggestion will be
adopted.

M];. BANKS. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, I wounld not say a word
against the proposition which has been sug%eated by the gentleman
from Iowa [Mr. Kassox] and seconded so eloquently and earnestly
by my colleague, [ Mr. SEELYE.] But we have entered upon one cen-
tennial celebration of the aniversary of American Independence; we
have contributed onr money to it; the exeentive officers of the Gov-
ernment will probably attend it; and it is impossible for us without
further time and more thorough preparation than can now be made
to have in this Hall an appropriate celebration worthy of the centen-
nial anniversary of the independence of our country. If we under-
take such a celebration in the manner now for the first time snggest-
ed, it cannot be attended with that dignity nor accompanied by that
effect upon the conntry which should be given to it. There is neither
preparation, opportunity, or time for this purpose. 1t is very well to
say that we might have prayers and reading of the Scriptures, but
something more than this, something that shall attempt, if it does
not reach, an adequate exposition of our posifion as the first Repub-
lic of our time, a review of the past, a comprehensive and just con-
sideration of the use we have made of our opportunities and what
the world may justly expeet of us in the futnre which now unshers
upon us, will be expeeted and demanded, For this we are not now
prepared. These gentlemen who urge it npon us should have earlier
presented their views and moved.

The Centennial Commission, with the concurrence and snpport of
all the States of the Union as well as of the General Government in
both its legislative and executive departments, has determined npon
a fitting celebration of this great anniversary at Philadelphia. Why
should we here undertake, upon notice of only a day or two, to set
up a celebration of our own in opposition and rivalry of that?

Mr. CONGER. A mere side-show,

Mr. BANKS. Yes; as the gentleman from Michigan well suggests,
a “side-show.” I do not think it belongs to us to do that.

Now, the national commission has sent tothis House an invitation to
attend the celebration at Philadelphia. It is not an official, formal,
a legal attendance that they expect. I am informed by a communica-
tion from the centennial commissioners that they have distribnted in-
dividnal invitations. They have sent us a respectful and formal in-
vitation; and itis proper that we should take some notice of it. We
certainly cannot reject it. If we are too much occupied in the legit-
imate and regnlar business of the session we should of course say
so. Butif it %e convenient for any considerable number of members
to attend, they should have that privil?e. The eommission conld
not properly overlook the Senate and House of Representatives in
the distribution of their invitations; nor can we with propriety re-
ject them. Such gentlemen as feel at liberty to attend will un-
doubtedly be very glad to doso. I hope this much respect will be
accorded to the commission.

Mr, KASSON. Before the gentleman sits down, will he do some-
thing to relieve us somewhat of the embarrassment of the situation ?
If, after having accepted this invitation, the Honse should eontinne
in session here and its record should show it to be in session, we would
be in the position of having accepted an invitation as a guest and
then failing to be present at the entertainment.

Mr. BANKS. I will answer the suggestion of the gentleman from
Iowa by stating my own purpose in this matter. I desire to accept
the invitation of the commission; I desire to go to Philadelphia to
participate in the celebration there on the Fourth of July; to hear
the orator who has been appointed as the orator of the United States,
competent to speak the sentiments of the people on that occasion
to listen to the poet who has been selected as the poet of the United
States, to express in his offering the sentiments of the people on that
occasion. But if it shall be determined by the House that it is nee-
essary to sit to-morrow or Monday, or Tuesday even, I shall remain
here and do my duty. If, on the contrary, the gentlemen having con-
trol of the most important business of the House, the appropriation
bills, should think it advisable to-morrow night to move to adjonrn
till Wednesday, I shall vote with them, and I hope the House may
concur, If, on the other hand, they think it necessary for the pnblie
business that we shall sit on Monday, then I shall cheerfully vote
with them and stay here on that day, going in the evening, if I ean,
to Philadelphia, to enjoy the festivities of the great anniversary that
can never again recur for any of us. Certainly we shall not sit for
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business as a House of Representatives on the Fourth of July unlessit is

imperatively necessary. We cannot expect that result; and when on

Monday evening we adjourn, we shall probably adjonrn over the

E‘}]ur]:'h of July; and then such of us as choose can go at night to Phila-
elphia.

We leave the question of adjournment (for this matter was consid-
ered in the Centennial Committee) to that committee to which it
progerly and, nnder the present cirecumstances, exelusively belongs—
to the Committee on Appropriations.

Mr. KASSON. I do not see that the proposition of the gentleman
from Massachusetts relieves us of that difficalty. If the committee
has reported a proposition for such an adjournment as would enable
us to meet af Fhilade]phia if we chose to go, I should concur with
great heartiness if that can be done. Buf the trouble is they propose
an acceptance, reserving the right after that whether they will con-
form to the acceptance or not. I do not like the Honse should place
itself in that situation. If the committee would report a resolution
declaring an adjonrnment over the Fourth of July, then I should see
m wagd clear to accept it, and then no informality would appear
of record.

Mr. BANKS. The committee considered this whole matter very
carefully. The Committee on the Centennial Celebration could not
properly determine the question of adjournment, not knowing what
the condition of public business would We counld not recommend
an adjournment this evening or to-morrow over until Wednesday.
We left that to the proper committee.

There is mo embarrassment, therefore, as suggested by the gentle-
man from Towa. If the public business is such we cannot adjourn,
then we shall not adjourn. If it is in snch condition that we can go,
then such as can wil There will be nothing in the record incon-
sistent with our position on the one side or the other.

Mr. KASSON. I think if the ]fentlemau would add to it, “if the
condition of public business shall allow,” it will be all right.

Mr. BANKS. We do not want any such eondition as that, becanse
if the condition of publie business will not allow it then we will not
go. The acceptance of the invitation is a mere formal matter. It
will not bind us, nor allow us to disregard our official duties. We
are invited, and we accept. If we can attend, we shall do so; if not,
it will be otherwise. But in a:g event, all the proprieties of the oc-
casion will be Afmwrly observed.

Mr. RANDALL. Iregret the committee reported adversely upon
the proposition that Congress shounld adjourn, so to express it, to the
city of Philadelphia, and on that day the two Houses should meet in
joint convention and to some resolution appropriate to the oc-
casion, I think it would have been a beauntiful e&ibiﬁon, one mark-
ing an event in our history, the declaration of Independence, meet-
ing as Congress would one hundred years after that event in the
same Hall of Independence from which that immortal Declaration
was published. We might have had the roll called. But the com-
mittee decided otherwise.

I wish to say in the same connection that there is no difficulty abount
securing Independence Hall for that day. There is no one in Phila-
delphia having control of that hall who would not have welcomed
Con with warm hearts and open arms for that purpose.

Furthermore, as for the proposition before the House, I think we
should accept the invitation. I think the legislative action now tak-
ing place between the two Houses as to the appropriation bills will
to-morrow permit a resolution to adjourn from to-morrow over until
Wednesday, and that will give the opportunity to every member of
Congress to go to Philadelphia.

As the gentleman from Massachusetts has said, every member of
Congress is invited to go and hear the oration and the poem, and wit-
ness the other proceedings of that most interesting centennial anni-
versary. We can safely get back on Wednesday at half-past one
o’clock. Such gentlemen as may attend ean open the session of the
House at twelve and run through the morning hour, when the House
will be recrnited to its full strength at -past one. So I see no
difficulty whatever in accepting the invitation. I believe that the
Committee on Appropriations, so far as I can say, will concur in an
adjournment from to-morrow evening till Wednesday.

. BANKS. Pardon me, Mr, Speaker, one word in reference to
the proposition to hold a legal session of Congress in Philadelphia.
The proposition does not come from the citizens of Philadelphia nor
from the Centennial Commission. No invitation has been received
from that eity upon this subjeet. On the contrary, they have invited
us to attend a national eelebration to be held in Imiependence Square
at ten o'clock, and ten o’clock on the Fourth of July was the very
hour fixed in the resolution for the proposed legal assemblage of the
two Houses of Congress on that day, to which the gentleman from
Pennsylvania has again called the attention of the House.

Mr. RANDALL. It would be easy to make it an hour earlier.

Mr. BANKS. Therefore it was an unauthorized interference with
a celebration whieh is in behalf of all the le of this country.

Mr. KABSON. Let me say one word, that the theory of that reso-
Intion was not that we were invited by anybody to make fitting ob-
servance of the Fourth of July, but Congress in its representative
capacity deemed it proper to make its own celebration of the Fourth
of July, under circumstances becoming that great centennial occasion.

Mr. BANKS. It was a proposition emanating from ourselves, a
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proposition directly in conflict with those national arrangements
which have been in process of organization for many months, and
to which the people of all nntion;%ave been invited.

There were other serious difficultics. We had no information that
the Hall of Independence could be secured to us, so that the Sergeant-
at-Arms and the Doorkeepers of the Hounse and Senatecould be author-
ized to take possession and exclude everybody except ourselves on
that day. We also consulted with many gentlemen of the House,
and there were very few members, so far as I know, who deemed it
expedient or practicable to do it. We consulted with gentlemen in-
terested in another body, of equal authority with our own, and the
opinion there was almost unanimous, nearly every member consulted
being }Joaitivelv against it.

We looked also at the law in regard to the sessions of Congress.
We found that there were serious constitutional difficulties in regard
to the two Houses of Congress sitting anywhere for any purpose ex-
cept at the seat of Government, in the District of Colnmbia. The
seat of Government is fixed here in the District of Columbia, and the
House of Representatives, as one of the Houses of Co: can sit
nowhere except at the seat of government. The President, in the
case of an invasion or an epidemie, or under eircumstances that might
make it impossible for us to meet here, has authority under the law
to convene Congress at such other place as he may deem proper ;
but there is certainly some doubt whether we change the place o
meeting for the two Houses of Congress without changing for the
time being the seat of Government.

Mr. RANDALL, That is inferential.

Mr, KASSON. Could we not meet anywhere by virtne of a law or
joint resolution?

Mr. HOPKINS. Irise to a question of order. Have I not called
the previons question?

The SPE R pro tempore. The gentleman called the previous
question some time ago. All thisis proceeding by unanimous consent.
Mr. HOPKINS. en I insist on the previous question.

The previous question was seconded and the main guestion ordered.
The question bei::i taken on agreeing to the resolution reported by
Mr. Hopkixs from the Committee on the Centennial Celebration, the
8peaker stated that in the judgment of the Chair the “ayes” had it.

Mr. WHITE. 1 ecall for a division,

Mr. BANKS. Has the gentleman from Kentucky a right to make
such a call when he is not in his place?

Mr. WHITE. I am not in my own seat owing to the fact that I
cannot hear anything when I am there.

The question being put, there were ayes 87.

'Ithe’t PEAKER pro tempore. The ayes are evidently largely in the
majority.

Mr. WHITE. I make the point that no quorum has voted. It is
Eot right that we lose four days for the sake of fhis centennial cele-

ration.

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask for tellers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quorum not having voted, the Chair
will order tellers,and appoints the gentleman from ennsyivania, Mr,
Horxixs, and the gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. WHITE.

The Honse again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 108, noes 2.

Mr. WHITE. 1 insist upon the point that no quorum has voted.
We will lose four days if tE(i)n resolution is adop 1

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered :

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 121, nay 1, not
voting 167 ; as follows:

YEAS—Messrs. Ainsworth, An Ashe, by, John H. Baker, William
H. Baker, Banks, Blair, Bright, Horatio C. Burc bell, William P. Caldwell,
Campbell, Candler, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, Conger,
Cook, Cowan, Crounse, Culberson, Cutler, Davis, Davy, De BD]LI’i Denison, Dibrell,

bins, Durand, Eames, Ellis, Fiqlﬁg, Fort, Foster, Franklin, Frost, Gibson
Goode, Goodin, Iinle,' Andrew H. Hamilton, Hancock, Hatcher, Haymond, Hen-
derson, Hereford, Hill, Holman, Hopkins, Ho: Hubbell, Hunter, Hunton, Jenks,
Kasson, Kehr, Kimball, Knott, Lamar, Frmk%dm rd, Luttrell, Lynae, L.
A. Mackev, Maish, MacDougall, MeDill, Morgan, Neal, New, Norton,
Oliver, O'Neill. Packer, Page, P&EB, William A. Philli&a_. Pierce, Piper, Potter,
Powell, Pratt, Randal kca, Rice, Riddle, John Robbins, William M. Robbins, Rob-
ism:ﬂ %%tﬁtc}:::d'ligu Sampson, f‘;gy]er. e;. Boe‘ll}:[-‘:l:;u Singleton, S:ml!s. A. Herr
mith, pringﬁr. Strait, Stevenson, : mpson, Tucker, Van
Vor Alexander 5. Wal Walsh, Warr::y Ermmeha, Whimke,
Wil Andrew Williams, Alphens 8, Williams, William B. Williams, James
Wilson, and Yeates—131.
gé%?&“%m&-?f = Adams, Atkins, George A. Bagley, John H.
@88T8. g 3 :
jr., Ballon, Bauning, Bass, Becbe, Bell, Blackburn, Blaine, lﬁmd, Bliss, Blount,
Boone, Bradford, Bradley, John Y'onnﬁé}m W R. Brown, Buckner, Sam-
uel D. Burchard, Burlem H. Caldwell, Cate, Csulﬂehbﬂcxlha in, Chittenden,
John B. Clark, jr., of , Clymev, Cochrane, Collins, ngo. Danford,
Darrall, Durham, Eden, Egbert, Ely, Evans, Faulkuer, Felton,
¥, Fry . Eanse, Glover, Gunter, Robert Hamilton,
Haralson, Hardenberﬁl;, jamin W. Harris, Henry R. Harris, John T. Harris,
Harrison. Hartridge, Hartzell, Hathorn, Hays, Hendee, Henkle, Abram S. Howitt,
Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hoar, Hoge, Hooker, Hoskins, Hurd, Hurlbut, Hyman,
Frank Jones, Thomas L. Jones, Joyce, Kelley, Ketcham, King, George M. Landers,
Lane, l..;ﬂl::nm Lawrence, Leavenworth, Le Moyne, Levy, Lewis, Lynch, Edmund
W. M. key, Magoon, McCrary, McFarland, McMahon, Meade, Miller, Milli-
ken, Mills, Money, Monroe, Morrison, Mutchler, Nash, O'Brien, Odell, Parsons,
Pbi:ips, Joln F. Philips, Plaisted, Platt. Poppleton, Purman, Rainey, Reagan,
John Reilly, James B. 13::‘11;—, Roberts, Miles Ross, Rusk, Savage, Schleicher, Schu-
maker, Sheakley, Sinnickson, Slemons, William E. 8mith, Sparks, S , Stenger,
Stone, Stowell, Swann, Tarbox, Teem'fhomaa,'rhomhargg,'l'hmc orton, Martin
I. Townsend, Washington Townsend, Turney, John L. Vance, Robert B. Vance,

Bagley,
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Waddell, Wait, Waldron, Charles C. B. Walker, Gilbert C. Walker, John W. Wal.
lace, Walling, Ward, G. Wiley Wells, Wheeler, !Whjtehunm Whitthorne, W' -
ton, Charles G. Williams, Jamea Williams, Jamea D. Williams, Jeremiah N. Will-
iams, Willis, Wilshire, Benjamin Wilson, Alan Wood, jr., Fernando Wood, Wood-
burn, Woodworth, and Young—167.

During the roll-call the following announcements were made:

Mr. ROBBINS, of North Carolina. My colleague, Mr, VANCE, is
absent on account of illness.

Mr. KNOTT., My colleague from Kentucky, Mr. BLACKBURN, is
absent on account of sickness.

Mr. LUTTRELL. My colleague from California, Mr. WiGGINTON,
is detained at home on account of sickness. If he were here he
would vote “ay.”

Mr. HAYMOND. My colleague from Indiana, Mr. FULLER, is absent
on aceount of sickness.

Mr. FOSTER. My colleagues from Ohio, Mr. GARFIELD, Mr. MON-
ROE, and Mr. LAWRENCE, are absent by leave of the House.

Mr. STRAIT. My colleague from Minnesota, Mr. DUNNELL, is at
his room, sick.

Mr. MACKEY, of Pennsylvania. My colleagne, Mr. FREEMAN, is
absent bg leave of the House, If he were present he would vote “ay.”

Mr. CONGER. My colleague from Michigan, Mr. WALDROX, is ab-
sent on a committee of conference.

Mr. SPRINGER. My colleague from Illinois, Mr. HarTZELL, is
absent on aceount of sickness in his family.

Mr. PACKER. My colleagne from Pennsylvania, Mr. KELLEY, is
absent by leave of the House. If present he would vote “ay.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The resolution is adopted.

Mr. WHITE. I desire by unanimous consent to make just one re-

mark. Ido not want to insist on a call of the House at this time.
My only reason for not noving that the House now adjourn is that I
understand that the Committee on Appropriations have a Dbill that
t.hﬂr desire acted npon now.
r. SPRINGER. The Committee on Appropriations can take care

of their own business.

Mr. RANDALL. We will take care of that.

Mr. WHITE. If they have no business to act on, I move that the
House now adjonrn.

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to.

TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS,

Mr. RANDALL. I now ask unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table House bill No. 3809, to provide temporarily for the ex-
penditures of the Government, which has come back from the Senate
with sundry amendments.

Mr. HOL Did the Chair announce that the resolntion re-
ported from the Centennial Committee was adopted ?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair so annonnced.

Mr. WHITE. Did a quornm vote on this resolution ?

Mr. RANDALL. That point of order is too late.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The point of order is too late, other
business having intervened.

There being no objeetion, the bill (H. R. No. 3809) to provide tem-
porarily for the expenditures of the Government, with the Senate
amendments thereto, was taken from the Speaker's table.

The amendments of the Benate were as follows:

In line 3 strike out * for such Departmenta ;" strike ont all after the word “law-
ful,” in line 6, to and including the word * delay,” in line 7; in line 8 strike out
i;‘“."h Departments " and insert *‘the Government;"" and add to the bill the fol-

WIng:

And in ease no sufficient balance remains at the conclusion of the fiscal end-
ing June 30, 1676, to the credit of n.nt\ilap ropriation, the n amountis hereby
appropriated out of any money in the ry not otherwise ap riated ; but
e i ot A e Sattan T, TN o e T ot

6 T ]
to thg p\:ho’(;ln of said fiscal year; "fmd such expenditures shall be on!yyi.‘:rr the neces-
samrs o tions of the Government under existing laws. All sums nnder this act
shall be charged to and deducted from the appropriations for like service for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.

Mr. RANDALL. The first three amendments of the Senate are
merely changes in the phraseology of the House bill, and do not affect
the purpose that the House had in view in passing the bill. The last
amendment explains itself to the intelligence of the House. If no
one desires to speak upon these amendments, I move that they be
concarred in.

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in.

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend-
ments ‘of the Senate were concurred in; and also moved that the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid on the table.

The latter motion was a to.

Mr. RANDALL. I would like to ask that the House remain in
session a few minntes in order that the enrolled bills may be signed
in open House as the law requires.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
reported that they had examined and found truly a enrolled billof the
following title ; when the Spealer pro tempore signed the same:

An aet (H. R. No. 1100) relative to unnsed stamps.

Mr. HAMILTON, of Indiana, from the same committee, reported
that that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the
following titles ; when the Speaker pro tempore signed the same:

An act (H. R. No. 11) granting a pension to Eliza Jane Blumer ;

.

fz})n ajt H. R. Nc(oi 59[(1'.1) for the relief of Mrs. Susan E. Rhea, widow
of Dr. J. Burrows Gardiner;

An act (IL R. No. 1204) granting a pension to Henry H. Wharff, of
Company C, Eighteenth )I{egimen% of Ohio Volunteers;

An act (H. R. No. 1337) for the relief of Nelson Tiffany ;

An act (H. R. No. 1598} granting a pension to William R. Dunecan;

An act (H. R. No. 1602) granting a pension to Margaret I, Cogburn;

An act (H. R. No. 1349) granting a pension to Abigail 8. Dawney;

An aet (H. R. No. 1939) granting a pension to Sarah Emmons;

An act (H. R. No. 1944) granting a pension to Niram W. Pratt;

An aet (H. R. No. 2081 ,anting a pension to William McLay, late
a private in Company G, Twelfth Illinois Infantry Volunteers;

An act (H. R. No. 2162) granting a pension to Clara Brosch, mother
of J:;siaﬁh Bro?c?, j;., l%balpri:;:ta Company H, Twenty-fourth Regi-
ment Illinois Infantry Volanteers;

An act (H. R. No. 2289) granting a pension to Jane Bertholf;

An act (H. R, No. 2301) granting a pension to Mary B. Hook ;

An act (H. R. No. 2303) granting a pension to Mary 8. Greenlee ;
An act (H. R. No. 2310; granting a pension to Emanuel B, Herr;
ClAn act z(\Hi‘B‘lNo' Easzedtn fix the retired pay of Surgeon-General

ement A. Finley, retired ;

An act (H. R. No. 2586) granting a pension to John L. Bartley;

An act (H. R. No. 2701; granting a pension to Naney H. Blacknall,
;idow of ’I{‘}homﬁy Y. Blacknall, late a private Company L, Seventh

ennessee Cavalry;

An act (H. R. No. 2304) granting a pension to Harriet C. Dunham,
widow of Charles A. Dunham, late a private Company A, One hun-
dred and o}ifhwent.h Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers ;

DA}] act (H. R. No. ) for the relief of Ariel K. Eaton and James

. Jenkins;

& An act IEH. R.go. 2836) for the relief of Joseph Wilson, of Bourbon
ounty, Kentueky ;

An act (H. R. I?u. 3037) granting a pension to Samuel D. Falls, late
unassigned recruit Ninth Regiment Minnesota Volunteers ;

An act (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations for the naval serv-
ice for the year ending June 30, 1877, a.ug for other purposes;

An act (H. R. No. 3670) authorizing the Nebraska gi ty Bridge Com-
pa%y It;o cinsgtzct a pg:otgzé rail:’abell;idgekaacms:l the Missouri River
at Nebraska City, in ounty, Nebraska; an

An act (H. R. No. 3809) to provide temporarily for the expenditures
of the Government. :

INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION,

The SPEAKER pro tempore, by unanimons consent, laid before the
House a letter from the Acting SBecretary of the Treasury, inclosing a
draught of a joint resolution amendatory of the act of June 18, 1{5
relating to the international exposition of 1876, and recommending the
passage thereof; which was referred to the Select Committee on the
Centennial Celebration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows:

To Mr. WiLLiaMs, of New York, for ten days ;

To Mr. OpELL indefinitely ;

To Mr, SHEAKLEY for ten da_vs;

To Mr. S8PENCER for one day ;

To Mr. DossIxs for four days from next Monday ;

To Mr. HENDERSON for six days ; and

To Mr. BRowN, of Kentucky, a further extension of leave of ab-
sence for ten days.

G. ALEXANDER RAMSAY,

Mr. ELLIS, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
3820) for the relief of G. Alexander Ramsay; which was read a first
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered
to be printed.

BETTLERS ON DES MOINES RIVER LANDS, IOWA.

Mr. McDILL, by unanimous consent, presented from the Comnit-
tee on Public Lands a re;;lort in writing to accompany a bill to quiet
the titles of settlers on the so-called ]§as Moines River lands, in the
State of Iowa, and for other purposes; which was ordered to be
printed, and recommitted.

WILLIAM H. POWELL AND F. A. M’DOWELL.

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois, by nnanimons consent, reported from
the Committee of “;ays and Means, as a substitute for House bill No.
327, a bill (H. R. No. 3330) for the relief of William H. Powell and F.
A.McDowell; which was read a first and second time, referred to the
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the ac-
companying report, ordered to be printed. .

CHARGES AGAINST HON. CHARLES HAYS.

Mr. LORD. On behalf of the Judiciary Committee I ask unan-
imons eonsent that the testimony taken by that committee in the case
of Hon. CiARLES HAYS, a member of this House, be printed, so that
all the members may fully consider it.

There being no objection, it was ordered ncconlinﬁly.

Mr. rl*L»lSS-‘;ON. May I ask the gentleman when the report will be
made

Mr. LORD. Very soon after the testimony is printed.

Mr. KASSON. I hope it may be made promptly.
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: l:,{r. LORD. As something has been said in regard to that, I would
ike to say——
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The order has been made.

REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS.

Mr. MacDOUGALL, by unanimous consent, reported from the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs bills of the following titles; which were
severally read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the aceompanying re-
ports, ordered to ba&rainted %

A bill (H. R. No. 3831) for the relief of certain enlisted men of the
Twentieth United States Infantry; and :

A bill (H. R. No. 3832) for the relief of Lewis C. Dils, late private
Compa;lly B, Thirty-ninth Kentncky Volunteers.

Mr. MAcDOUGALL also, from the same committee, reported back,
with favorable recommendation, bills of the following tfitles; which
were severally referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private
Calendar, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed :

A Dbill (8. No. 548) for the relief of Major D. C. Smith ;

A Dbill (H. R. No. 2042) to authorize the Secretary of War fo com-
pensate the officers and men of the Fourteenth Infantry for private
pro&)erty destroyed by fire on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad ;
an

A bill (H. R. No. 3422) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of
Company E, First Battalion, Thirteenth Regiment United States In-
fantry.

Mr. MAcDOUGALL also, from the same committee, reported back
adversely the bill (H. R. No. 1320) for the relief of William H. Small-
wood ; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report
ordered to be printed.

Mr. B'I‘RAI’F, from the same committee, reported back, with a
favorable recommendation, the bill (8. No.4) for the relief of William
Bowlin; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the
Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed.

PAYMASTER-GENERAL.

Mr. MaAcDOUGALL. I ask unanimous consent to report and have
put upon its passage at this time the bill (8. No. 843) establishing the
rank of the Paymaster-General.

Mr. HOLMAN. I object.

MRS. REBECCA C. MAXWELL.

Mr. RICE, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Invalid
Pensions, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H.
R.No. 3349) granting a ion to Mrs. Rebecca C. Maxwell, widow of
the late Colonel O. C. Maxwell, One hundred and ninety-fourth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry; which was referred to the Committee of the
‘Whole on the Private Caldendar, and the accompanying report ordered
to be printed.

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

Mr. PIPER. I move that the House adjourn.

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the gentleman will not make that motion.
It is quite important that action on the resolution providing for the
public printing, which came to us from the Senate and which we
amended, should be completed to-night.

Mr. RANDALL. That will only take five minutes.

Mr. HOLMAN. It is now late; and I move that the House take a

recess till eight o’clock.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from California
[Mr. PreeR] withdraw his motion for that purpose ¥

Mr. PIPER. Yes, sir. A

Mr. PAGE. I understand that no business is to be done to-night
except upon the bill which has been mentioned.

Mr. RANDALL. The Senate, I believe, has taken a recess till seven
o’clock, and if we meet at eight o’clock the bill will doubtless be ready
by that time to be sent over.

The gentleman from Miasimif)%ie[}{r. SINGLETON] thinks it is abso-
lutely essential that bill shoul passed to-night or else the public
printing will stop.

Mr, KASSON. The only point is that no other business shall be
transacted.

Mr. RANDALL. No other business will be done except that.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Indiana, the
mover of the motion, move the House now take a recess until eight
o’clock with the understanding that no business be transacted except
what pertains to that bill 7

Mr. HOLMAN. Either that or any otherbill pending between the
two Houses.

. Mr. CONGER. Ihope there will be no limitation on this last day
of the fiscal year on the part of the House to do what is necessary.

Mr, HOLMAN. I hope it will be confined to what will be neces-
sary to get together the two Houses on appropriation bills. So far
as I am concerned I wish it understood that I make that motion, that
nothing shall be done except what is necessary to bring together the
two Honses on the appropriation bills.

Mr. KASSON. Then it must be for business.

Mr. CONGER. That means no limitation, then, and Ithink there
shounld be none.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman then move that
the House take a recess for the transaction of business? _

Mr, HOLMAN. Let it be business between the two Houses touch-
ing appropriation bills.
ir. SON. Let there be no limitation.
Mr. HOLMAN. Then let the motion be without limif.
The SPEAKER pro tem It will be so pat to the House.
And then (at six o’clock and twelve minutes p. m.) the House took
a recess until eight o’clock p. m.

EVENING SESSION.

The recess having expired, the House re-assembled at eight o'clock
p. m., the Speaker pro tempore in the chair,

Mr, HOL . I move the House take arecess for fifteen minutes.

The motion was to.

After the recess the House resumed its session.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

Am from the Senate, by Mr. Sympsox, one of their clerks, no-
tified the House that the Senate had to the amendments of a
bill (8. No. 435) amending section of the Revised Statutes of
the United States, relating to imprisonment and transfer of United
States prisoners.

It further announced that it had to the amendments of the
House to the bill (8. No. 960) to continue the public Printing.

It further announced that it had passed the bill (8. No. 962) to
viding for the sale of a

amend an act approved April 20, 1876,
ine; in which the concur-

part of the custom-house in Rockland,
rence of the House was requested.
ROCKLAXD CUSTOM-HOUSE LOT.

Mr. HALE. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s
table and puf upon its pnsa%n at this time a bill (8. No. 9G2) to
amend an act approved April 20, 1876, providing for the sale of part of
the custom-house lot at Rockland, Maine. It is only to correct a mis-
take in the description of the land in the bill as passed by both

Honses.

The bill, which was read, ¥mvides that the act approved April 17,
1876, providing for thesale of a of custom-house lot in Rockland,
Maine, be, and the same is thereby, so amended that the strip of land
therein described shall be as follows, to wit: .

Beﬂnninp; at the northerly corner of land of the heirs of Charles Spofford, and
running thence northeight d east onehundred and twenty-one and four-tenths
feet to Limerock sl:rl:gnat 6 northwesterly corner of land of Oliver H. Perry,
formor‘}gnship-buﬂder‘s t; thence south thirty minutes east by land of said Perry
;:ii J o T. , one hundred and twenty-four feet to land of said Spofford’s

rs; thence n

navem‘vl-aix degrees west by land of said Spofford's heirs, eight-
een and six-tenths feet to the place of beginning, containing aﬁfm eleven
and twenty feet.

And the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to sell and convey
the therein-described parcel of land upon the same terms and condi-
tions named in the act to whieh this is additional.

Mr. HOLMAN. The original bill was before the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds, and the colleague of the gentleman
from Maine [Mr. PLAISTED] said if was his understanding the de-
scription of thisland in the original bill was correct. The gentleman
from Maine [Mr. PLAISTED |isnotin hisseat. If the gentleman from
Maine is himself satisfied this description is right, it is very proper
perhaps this bill should be passed.

Mr. . Itiscorrect. Itisa triangnlar piece of land, and it was
described wrong. The large end there on western side is de-
seribed when it should be on the eastern side,

The bill was read a first and second time and ordered to a third
reading; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

Mr. E moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

J. W. PARRISH.

Mr. PHILIPS, of Missouri, by unanimous consent, moved that the
bill (8. No. 830) for the relief of J. W. Parrish be taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee of Claims; which mo-
tion was agreed to.

JOHN N. HALL.

Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the
Judiciary, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3835) for the relief of John N.
Hall; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the acecom-
panying report, ordered to be printed.

SURETIES OF J. W. P. HUNTINGTON, DECEASED.

Mr. LANE. I ask unanimous consent to report back from the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs, with the recommendation that it do pass, the
bill (8. No. 454) for the relief of the sureties of J. W. P. Huntington,
deceased, late superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will be read for information,
after which objections to its present consideration, if any, will be in

order.
The bill was read, as follows :

Be it enacted, dc., That in the settlement of the accounts of J. W. P. Huntington,
deceased, late superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon, the r accounting
officers of the be, they are hereb; allow

Treasury be, and v, authorized d to
acredit of §10,000, Indian funds, charged to him and lost by the wreck of the steamer
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Prother Jonathan, off the coast of California, on the 30th day of July, 1865 ; also
a crodit of 8500, for that sum transmitted by said Huntington, on or abont the 15th
day of Ma&'. 1865, to William Logan, deceased, late Indian agent, in charge of the

arm Spring Indian agency in Oregon, for which no vouchers were returned be-
fore the d aalﬁ of the a:?d Logan : Provided, That no credit shall be allowed for the
said sums until satisfactory proof shall be made of the loss of said 810,000 by the
wreck of the said steamer firother Jonathan and of the transmission of said £500 to
the said William Logan.

Mr. HOLMAN. Is this a Senate bill ?

Mr. LANE. Yes, sir. There is a report by the Senate Committee
on Indian Affairs accompanying the bLill, and I ask the Clerk to read
it for the satisfaction of the gentleman from Indiana.

The Clerk read the report, as follows :

That in May, June, and July, 1865, J. W. P. Hunti was su tendent of
Indian affairs in Oregon, and William was Uni States Indian agent, hav-
charge of the Warm Spring agency. C.S.Woodworth (who swears that he was

chief clerk of the superin

ency) states that om or about the 15th day of May,
1865, the said Huntington transferred

to aaid Logan the sum of §300 of the fund ap-
propriated for pay of general ineidental &xﬁemea of the Indian service in OUregou;
that Logan actually received the money, but that he died shortly afterward, and
that no receipt was given to Huntington for the same. The affisnt states further
that the amount was mmd &mperlf disbursed for the for which it was
approgs.ated. The al of the receipt might be a susp 4 circumstance, but
not sufficient to discredit a witness whose relations with the parties made him per-
sonal t of the transaction.

On the 10th day of June, 1865, in his capacity of superintendent of Indian af-
fairs, Huntington drew a check for $10,000 on the Assistant Treasurerof the United
States nt Ban Francisco, le to said William Logan or bearer, and this check
was presented at the office of said Assistant Treasurer and paid on the 20th day of

the same month.
On the 28th day of July following embarked with his wife on board the

ill-fated steamer Drother Jonathan, bound for Portland, Oregon, and two days af-
terward they hed together at sea in the wreck of that vessel. During his so-
journ at San cisco Logan did not conceal the fact from his friends and intimate
acquaintances that he would be the Mamrmmm to Oregon ; and at the
moment of d be spoke of having co! amonnts in his iEloe.u'smlntn.

In view of the foregoing fm‘f{ ;'unr committee report back the bill which was
referred to them, and recommend 1ts passage.

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; and it was accord-
inﬂf read the third time, and passed.

. LANE moved to reconsider ths vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motfion o reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

AMr. HOLMAN. It is manifest that there is not a quornm present.
I therefore make the motion that the House adjourn,
Im;l{oﬁdHURLBUT. I have a little bill here which I want to have

Mrl. HOLMAN. I am willing to yield for any matter of reference
merely.

Mr.yHURLBUT. This is not a matter of reference. I desire to
have the bill passed. It is a very just bill, and I am sure the gentle-
man from Indiana will approve it the moment he hears it ; else
I should not ask the House to pass it.

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 yield for any matter of reference.

Mr. HURLBUT. This is a matter not of reference, but of business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Indiana
yield to the gentleman from Illinois?

Mr. HOLMAN. There is not a quorum present.

Mr. HURLBUT. If the motion to adjourn is not pressed, I desire
to ask the action of the House on this bill.

Mr. HOLMAN. I have made the motion that the House adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Before the question is put on the mo-
tion to adjourn, the Chair desires to state that there is a report from
the Committee on Enrolled Bills.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. HAMILTON, of Indiana, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
reported that the committee had examined, and found duly enrolled,
a bill of the following title; when the S er pro tempore signed the
SAIe :

An act (8. No.336) to authorize the construction of a ponton bridge
across the Mississippi River from some feasible point in La Crosse
County, in the State of Wisconsin, to some feasible point in Houston
Connty, in the State of Minnesota.

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
mﬁorwd that the committee had examined, and found duly enrolled,
a bill of the following title ; when the Speaker pro tempore signed the

Same :

An acf (8. No. 950) to continue the public printing.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. HOLMAN. I nnderstand that the gentleman from Texas [ Mr.
SCHLEICHER] desires to be heard on the Texas border question, If
80, I withdraw the motion to adjourn.

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I move that the House resolve itself into
Committea of the Whole—

The SPEAKER pro fempore. The Chair has recognized the gentle-
man from Illinois, [Mr. HURLBUT.] :

TOREE MONTHS' EXTRA PAY TO SOLDIERS OF MEXICAN WAR.

Mr. HURLBUT, I am instructed by the Committee on Military Af-
faars to report back, with an amendment and with the recommenda-
tion that it do as amended, the bill (H. R. No. 2626) to anthorize
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to officers and soldiers engaged

in the war with Mexico the three months' extra pay provided for by
the act of July 19, 1848, .

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The bill will be read for information,
.after which objections to its present consideration, if any, will be in
order.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, dec., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is herchby,
directed, ont of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwiso appropriated, to pay to
oflicers and soldiers * engaged in the military service of the United States l:::ﬂm
war with Mexico, and who served out the time of their engagement or were hon-
orably discharged,"” the three months’ extra pay BE;:m-inetl for by the act of July
19, 1548, in nll cases npon the presentation of satisfactory evidence that said extra
compensation has not been previously received.

The amendment of the Committee on Military Affairs was read, as
follows:

In line 8 after the word “ discharged,” insert these words: “according to the
conditions and limitations contained in the act hereinafter mentioned."”

Mr.RANDALL. Iwonld like the genfleman from Illinois to make
a statement which may go on record. I am not objecting to the bill,
but I think a statement should be made in explanation of it.

Mr. HURLBUT. There are, as nearly as we can ascertain, about
one hundred and fifty of the ofticers and soldiers of the Mexican war,
who from some cause or other neglected in time to draw the extra
three months’ pay which was given bE the act of 1848, and no ap-
prollriatinn has been made for paying them. The appropriations have
all lapsed: And this is simply to authorize them to receive their pay
under the limitations of the law of 1848, The amount is estimated
as not exceeding in any event $40,000, But if there is any objection
to the bill, I will withdraw it. ]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present con-
sideration of this bill 1

There was no objection.

The amendment reported by the committee was adopted.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third
tiu(lla; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,
and passed.

}ﬁg HURLBUT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pagsined; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table,

The latter motion was agreed to.

FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT.

Mr. HUNTON. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Judiciary
to report back to the House with amendments, and with the recom-
mendation that the bill do fplw.ia as amended, the bill (8. No. 769) to
alter and appoint the times for holding the circnit conrt of the United
States for the fonrth judicial cireuit, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro fempore. The bill will be m&(l for information,

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it ted, de., That instead of the regular terms now provided for by law the
cirenit conrt of the United States for the fourth jndicial cirenit shall be held as
follows: That a term of the eircuit court for the district of South Carolina shall be
held at the city of Charleston on the first Monday in April and in Columbia on the
first Monday in November in ecach year; and, so far as the circuit court is con-
cerned, the State of South Carolina shall constitute but one district.

SEc. 2. That a term of the eirenit court for the eastern district of North Carolina
shall be held at Raleigh on the third Monday in April and November in each year.

Sgc. 3. That a term of the circuit court for the western district of North Carolina
shall be held at Greensborough on the first Monday of May and the second Mon-
day of December in each year.

4. That a term of the circuit court for the eastern district of Virginia shall
g hallq‘;l at Richmond on the last Monday in May and the first Monday in January
each year.

SEc. af That a term of the circuit court for the western district of Virginia shall
be held at Lynchburgh on the third Monday in January in each year, and at such
places and times as the district court is now required to be held in said distriet.

Sec. 6. That there shall be & term of the circuit court for the district of West
Virginia held at Parkersburgh on the first Mo in February in each year. But
the term of the circuit court for said district to be held at Parkersburgh on tho first
Monday of August, 1876, shall be held at that time.

8kc. 7. That there shall be a term of the eircuit court for the district of Maryland
held at Baltimore on the first Monday in June and the first Monday in October in

each year.
Sl.c}:ﬂ. That all cases now pending in the circuit conrts for said district shall
stand for trial at the term next ensuing after the of this act.
mmﬂ. That all acts inconsistent with this act be, and the same are heroby, re-
The amendments of the Committee on the Judiciary were read, as
follows:

In section 1, line 5, between the word “ " and the word “‘and " insert the fol-
lowing words: at such places and a8 the distriet court is now required
to bﬂgeh'l in said distriet.”

Insert the same words at the end of the third line of the second section.

Tasert the snme words at the end of the third section.

Insert the same words at the end of the fourth section.

Tusert the same words after the word * year" in the third line of the sixth section.

Insert the same words at the end of the seventh section.

The amendments of the committee were adopted.

The hill, as amended, was ordered to be read a third time; and it
was according] y read the third time, and passed.

Mr. HUNTgN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the

ble

The latter motion was agreed to.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. SPRINGER obtained the floor and yielded to Mr. SCOLEICHER.
Mr. SCHLEICHER. I move thatthe Honse now resolve itself into




1876. CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD—HOUSE. 4309

Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the joint
resolution reported from the Committee on the Texas Border Tronbles.

Mr, SEELYE. I will ask the gentleman to yield to me to make a
report from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which I think there
will be no objection from any qnarter.

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Icannotyield. I myself hold the floor by the
courtesy of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER. ]

M. SEELYE. Then Iask the gentleman from Illinois to yield to me.

Mr. SPRINGER. I have already yielded to the gentleman from
Texas, [ Mr. SCHLEICHER. ]

Mr. BEELYE. It is very desirable that this bill should pass now.

Mr. HOLMAN. How long will it take 1

Mr. SEELYE. Abont five minutes.

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I hope the gentleman from Texas [Mr,
ScHLEICHER] will yield.

Mr. GARF . We can vote down the motion to go into Com-
mittee of the Whole.

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I will yield to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts [Mr. SEeLYE] for the purpose he has indicated.

Mr. HOLMAN. And I hope that will be the last business that will
be interposed before the gentleman from Texas can call up his meas-

ure.

Mr. SEELYE. I will not ask for anything else. Iam directed by
the Committes on Indian Affairs to report the bill which I send to
the Clerk’s desk, with a recommendation that it be now passed.

LA POINTE SUBDIVISION OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS.

The Clerk read the bill. The preamble states that, under the pro-
visions of the sixth section of the second article of the treaty con-
cluded September 30, 1854, with the Chippewa Indians of Lake Sn-

rior and the Mias{ssippi, a reservation of four sections of land,

nown as the Red CLiff reservation, was set apart for the use of that
subdivision of the La Pointe band of which Buffalo was chief; that
under date of February 21, 1856, the President issucd his order en-
Jarging said reservation, and that it is desirable to make allotments
of land in severalty to the Indians now residing there, in the manner
contemplated by the third article of said freaty.

The bill authorizes the President to canse allotments in severalty to
be made of any of the lands included within the extension of said res-
ervation by the executive order aforesaid, in the same manner and
upon the same conditions, including the issue of patents therefor, as
are Emwribed by the third article of said treaty.

There was no objeetion, and the bill (H. R. No. 3834) was received
and read a first and second time.

The question was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read
a third time.

Mr. SEELYE. I would explain this bill if there were any occa-
sion for a%explanat.ion further than the bill itself gives. It has
been carefully considered by the Commifttee on Indian Affairs, andsis
unanimonsly approved by that committee.

The bill was ordered to becn%roaserl and read a third time; and be-
ini[ren it was accordingly read the third time, and passed.

. SEELYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
&all;?ed ;+ and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
o.
The latter motion was agreed to.
PROTECTION OF TEXAS FRONTIER.

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I now renew the motion that the Honse re-
solve itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of consider-
ing the joint resolution reported from the Select Committee on the
Texas Border Tronbles.

The motion was to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,
Mr. WiLsox, of Iowa, in the chair,

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House the Committee of

the Whole will now to the consideration of the joint resolu-
tion (H. R. No. %ﬂto ide for the protection of the Texas front-
ier on the Lower Rio Grande, which will be read by the Clerk.

The Clerk read the joint resolution, as follows:

Reso d¢., That, for the §u.rposo of givinghaﬂiaiant protection to the country
between the Rlo Grande and Nueces River, in the State of Tuxas, from the cattle-
thieves, robbers, and murderers from the Mexican side of the river, the President
of the United States be, and hereby is, authorized and required to station and keep
~on the Rio Grande River, from the month of that river to the northern boundary
of the State of Tamanlipas, above Laredo, two regiments of cavalry, for field serv-
ice, in addition to such try force as may be noomr{o!or garrison duty, and
to assign recruits to said regiment, so as to fill each troop to number one hundred
privates; and they shall be kept up to that strength as long as they shall be re-

quired in that service.

8gc. 2. That in view of the inability of the national government of Mexico to
prevent the inroads of lawless parties Mexican soil into Texas, the President
-18 hereby anthorized, whenever, in his judgment, it shall be necessary for the pro-
tection of the rights of American citizens on the Texas froutier, above deseri
to order t.l:.af troops to (flm ut:he Itl‘.ioi: Grnrzggﬁ and u‘ile gunik:j::umh ns ttllmy manrs;i gu
necosssary for recovering the stolen p y and checking the raids, £,
ggewgver, in all cases, against any unnecessary injury to peaceable mh.aﬁ itants of
xico.

Mr.SCHLEICHER. Mr.Chairman, until quite recently thecountry
between the Rio Grande and Nueces in Texas has not been known or
thought of throughount the United States any more than the Feejee
Islands. Few have known, and it will be difficult for many to real-
ize, that for ten years a portion of these United States has been over-
run continually by invading bands of robbers from Mexico and that

onr people in that border conntry have for years been suffering all
the losses and dangers to life and property incident to a state of war
and invasion.

Only lately, since the distressing condition of that border country
has been submitted to the consideration of this Congress and sinece
the eyes ofthe nation have beendrawn to it by the President in his late
message, people begin to realize the alarming state of that border
which for years has harassed and distressed the people of Texas.

That country, ten years ago prosperous and rapidly advancing in
population and wealth, is now in sore distress. Its nutritions grasses
and genial climate place it in the foremost rank among all the fine
pasture lands of our western country, and the population, whichal-
most entirely devoted its efforts and means to the raising of stock,
were blessed with extraordinary snccessand rapidly inereasing wealth.
But tor the last t.enagaam the robbers have depredated upon and step
by step impoverished them. A committee of the last Legislature of
the State of Texas reported to the islature “ that of the vast herds
which but a few years ago covered plains adjacent to the Mexi-
can border, and which were such a source of profit to the thrifty and
hardy herdsmen and t wealth to the State, scarce 10 per cent. re-
maliz,:,s to-day to compensate the stock-raiser for his years of labor and
toil.

Captain McNally, in a report to General Potter, commanding at
Brownsville, reported the following herds of cattle driven aeross the
Rio Grande, near Brownsvyille, b the raiders to his own knowledge
in seventeen days of November last, from the 8th to the 24th:

On the 8th of November, a herd of one hundred and twenti-ﬂve 1 on the 9th of
November, a herd of one hundred and eighty; on the 11th of Noveuiber, a herd of
one and fifty; on the 14th of November, a herd of one hundred ‘and fifty ;
on the 17th of Novem"er, a berd of two hundred and fifty. On the 19th of Novem-
ber, a herd not counted erossed nine miles above Brownsville. About the 20th of
November, two herds numbering five hundred; on November 24, a herd of three
3:;121'@4, or between seventeen iundred and eighteen hundred head in seventeen

‘When it is remembered that this was a few months ago, after the
cattle of the country had beenreduced by ten years of continued rob-
bery, and when the raids might reasonably be presumed to be checked
by several fights with the raiders, an apgmxlmate idea may be de-
rived of the almost incredible extent of this robbery.

Thus, step by step, day by day, throngh weary years of alternate
hope and despondeney, has this people, under the protection and al-
most under the sbadow of the American flag, been despoiled by the
peoﬂle of our neighboring eountry.

The markets of all the Mexican cities and villages from Matamoras
to Mouterey have been supplied by the stolen cattle from Texas. The
consul at Monterey stated that “the price of beef in the city was
regulated by the arrival of raiding parties from the north.”

Contracts for the delivery of large nnmbers of beef-cattle at Mon-
terey were made and filled by the raiders, and the cattle were taken
thence further into the interior of Mexico by thonsands.

Cortina, the chief of the robbers, (whose history will be found in
the report of the committee,) mayor of Matamoras and brigadier-

eneral of the Mexican army, as well as practically dictator on that

order, not only supplied these markets, but nundertook a contract to
furnish beef-cattle for the Havana market by a line of steamboats,
and stocked his own numerous ranches in the interior with stolen
caftle and horses. Captain McNally, whose evidence is always care-
ful, well considered, and trustworthy, states :

I am in _Foewsslon of positive information concerning animals stolen from the
people of Texas and earried into Mexico. I can name ranches in t

that
upon which can be found 20,000 bead of cattle and horses stolen from Texas, still
bearing the brands of the Texan owners.

These vast robberies long ago would have exhausted all the cattle
of that region, but as the whole region north of this border-land is
the great cattie-ground of Texas, and settled by nnmerous stock-
raisers, whose stock roam at la ften a hundred or two hundred
miles from the ranches of the owners—the cold north storms which
frequently occur in winter drive large numbers of stray cattle before
them to the south and toward the Rio Grande, thus continually bring-
ing new prey for the robbers. 8till a belt of about sixt; es has
been almost stripped of cattle, and the raiders now extend their raids
to a bundred and sometimes as far as a hundred and fifty miles into
the interior of our conntry.

General Ord, commanding in Texas, stated that the open country
is virtually in possession of the raiders. “The roads,formerly safe,are
now impassable, except by large parties or under escort. ’fhe Mexi-
can consul himself, traveling from San Antonio to Camargo, asked
and obtained a military escort from General Ord. The Catholic bishop
applied for a military escort on his circnit. The county judge going
from one town to another nceded a mili escort. It is impossible
to execute the laws, as fear seals the lips of witnesses and deters ju-

4 | rors and officers from doing their duty. When the raiders discovered,

says General Ord, that a man on one rare occasion had sent informa-
tion to the commander of Ringold Barracks, they murdered the man
who sent and the boy who earried the message in less than a month.

When they stari ont on a raid they come into the country by twos
and threes, exciting no attention, and they all meet at a preconcerted
time at a place of rendezvous one hundred miles or more from the Rio
Grande. They then “ round up” a herd of cattle and start with them
at a full run for the Rio Grande.

Once across the river, they are safe
aund laugh at pursuit. )
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Although cattle-stealing is the first and principal incentive to the
raids, they have graduoally been connected with all other crimes.
Stores and private houses have been robbed and burned down and the
owners murdered. Travelers were robbed and murdered. Appended
to the report of our committee will be found a fearful catalogue of
crime,

In the report of a joint committee of the Legislature of Texas in
March, 1875, it is stated—

That murders to the number of one hundred and five have been proven by the
limited evidence before the committee to have been perpetrated I?' these bandits
and Indians within the past three or four years in the section of country below
Eagle Pass, and the mur&umrn invariably sought a refuge in Mexico.

Not only robbery, but revenge and terror are the motives for mur-
der.

While the Mexican citizens of Texas, owners of land and stock, are
f.horouﬁh]y identified with us in feeling and suffer from these raids
as much as American citizens, there is a floating population without
any local habitation always scattered through the country on the
Texas side of the river, who are generally in league with the raiders,
and serve them as spies and informers. They are often employed as
herdsmen or laborers at the Texas ranches, where they obtain a
thorough knowledge of the localities and of the chances for robbery.
They are all natives of Mexico, and their entire sympathy is with the
robbers. Whenever one of the citizens makes himself prominent in
assisting to break up or interfere with the raids, or gives information
or evidence against them, the raiders are at once informed, and the fate
of the man is sealed. They proclaim that he must die, and their
threats are always carried into exeention unless the doomed vietim
saves himself by flight into atown. A reign of terror rests upon the
whole population. Boldly and defiantly the raiders ride up to any
ranche in the country and demand fresh horses or anything they
want, and no one ever dares to refuse them. The few citizens of the
Mexican towns on the south side of the river, who are honest, law-
abiding men and have been born and hold the property in those
places, are overawed by the numerons robbers. It is believed that
their sympathies are against the robbers, but they dare not manifest
them. Tge men in actual power share in the profits of the robbers and
assist in their protection.

Long impunity and a life of comparative ease and 1"’3.',’ profits
have attracted to that border all the desé)emte and vagabond ele-
ments of the adjoining country. They and deserters from the troops,
who have occasionally been sent there by the national government
have swelled their numbers, so that these robber communities consti-
tute the ruling power of the country. Cortina, who was the t
robber chief, appreciating fully that his warlike and numerous follow
ers made him respected and feared in a country where civil wars have
almost been the rule and peace the exception and gave him the su-
B;ema wer, never hesitated to use his power for their protection.

hen Trevifio, an alcalde or judge, to have two of his raiders
and robbers arrested, Cortina shot and killed the alcalde with his
own hand. Cortina has by stratagem been arrested and carried oft
from amid his followers and from the city which he ruled with the
power of a pasha, by a bold officer of the national government, but
the robber communities which he has built up have remained and
are earrying on theit nefarious pursuits. The large ill-gotton- gains
of the robbers, shared by the mercantile communify and the officials,
have demoralized the entire state of Tamaulipas. Even the national
officers, as notoriously Colonel Christo, who was the military com-
mander, and whose [a{w cunning and treachery is shown in our re-
port and the evidence accompanying it, have made themselves par-
ticipants of the crime and its gains.

It has been stated by many writers that the native robbers of Cali-
fornia, who played so conspicnous a fignre some years ago, always
assnmed a patriotic and national character as against the hated in-
vaders, the Americans and fomliI%xera, and thereby gained the sym-
p%t}g of the Mexican masses. e same is the case with our border
robbers,

The country between the Nueces and Rio Grande was in former
times a portion of the state of Tamaulipas, and the inhabitants of
that state have never overcome the feeling that they should be its
;}ghtfnl owne}'s. Cortina hashnefer failec}’ ) ?nsa thet h:;tﬁred (lnlf the

exican population against the * gringos,” and to incite their hopes
that the md Americans would one day be driven back beyond the
Nueces. When Roderick Dhu, froni his barren mountain home, points
out to Fitz-James the rich plains and valleys of the lowlands and
expresses the bitter feeling o? the conquered—

These fertile plains, that softened
‘Were once the birthright of the Gael,
The stranger came with iron hand
And from our fathers reft the land—

he strikes a chord which vibrates in the hearts of the Mexican people
ever since the treaty of Gundalnﬁe Hidalgo, and only too li ly
do their raiders carry out Roderick’s threat—
While on plain,
While of ton thousand heda, there atraya,
L

Buot uﬁe along river's maze,—

The Gael, of and river heir,

Bhall, with strong hand, redeem his share.

God knows that they have taken their share, and their share, in

their opinion, is all.

We have the evidence that the present strength of the raiders is
far above what counld be overcome by the ordinary means of our loeal
defense. General Ord, in stating that the open country on our side
of the river was virtually held by the raiders, says: “My force was
entirely inadequate to check them or drive them out of the country.”
Captain McNally gives it as hisopinion that five hundred of the best
troops, if they would cross over and stay twenty-four hours, would
never come back again. The raiders are bold and desperate men,
splendidly armed with Winchester or Spencer carbines and six-shoot-
ers; they are well mounted and in large numbers, and their organ-
ization is so perfect that they will at once collect in the shortest pos-
sible time at any threatened point.

It requires a small army to meet the present emergency, and the
longer decisive steps are delayed the more will the numbers and
power of the raiders increase.

Had I not seen in an influential paper the remark that Texas onght
to defend herself, I would not have thought it worth while to say a
word on that point. No one, I thought, wonld for a moment main-
tain that Texas must defend that portion of the national boundary
line which is in her limits. Single-handed and alone has Texas
achieved her independence forty years ago, when the number of her
peogle vas little more than thirty thousand. True she had the sym-
pathy of the American people and the genamua help of hundreds of
ﬁulmr}cana who hastened tt?h her aid. But wguld our Statf now ask

elp in open war afmnn t the same power when our e number
nearly two millions B a3

But we do not wish for war, Protection and peace are all we ask,
and we fear thaf acts of refaliation by our people, when goaded to
despair, would bring about a war with all its horrors. Moreover,
brave hearts and stout arms are not sufficient for war. We can have
no army. When the republic of Texas yielded up her independence
and became a State of this Union, she yielded her power to make
war not only, but she yielded the means. The custom-house dnties
the internal revenue, flow into the coffers of the United States and
are ours no longer. We have taken up our share of the public debt,
and, whatever others may think, we at least mean to pay it honestly,
and in honest money, greenbacks and all. How cou]g we provide
for a military establishment besides? Out of our small means our
people have year after year supported State troops to help out the
protection of our Indian and Mexican border which we never with
all our petitions could obtain; our people knew that the National
Government owed that protection, lE:g they never could find it in
their hearts to turn a deaf ear to the apﬁzsa for help coming from
their brothers on the frontier. Poor as they often were these taxes
were never begrudged ; for there is a strong feeling that binds Tex-
ans together growing out of a history of their own, full of common
suffering and common glory.

But if the defense of our national border would be thrown upon
the frontier States, what would onr Army be doing in the mean time?
Would it be atandin;r guard, ashas been suggested, over the valued
persons of officers? This is no mockery, as might be thonght. The
theory that the tEmtwﬁon of the officers was the chief duty of the
Army and that the States had to defend the national border, unless
indeed invasion should come in the shape of an army with banners,
has been gravely advanced, as will be seen by a reference to the docu-
ments attached to our report. If we could admit the correctness of
th'};! theory, the sooner our Army would be retired the better wounld
it be.

But it is not so. Our experience has shown that the army we had
in Texas held far different views, and that from the commanding
generals to the privates in the ranks they have been untiring in their
efforts to give as much protection as was in their power to our scat-
tered and exposed settlements on the frontier. Our people have
marked their brave and cheerful bearing in hardships and danger,
and their energy has given us such intervals of peace as our Incﬁilll:
frontier has lately enjoyed, and no voice from our State shall ever be
heard in detraction of their well-earned fame and their brave and
kindly condnet. Theirs has been no life of ease, and the least the
can claim at our hands is a just appreciation of their devoted an:
arduous service.

Our troubles do not extend along our entire Mexican border. We are
on the most friendly relations with the people and the authorities of
the states of Coahnila and Chihuahua, and the raids only coma from
the state of Tamaulipas, where the people are demoralized or over-
awed by the robbers, and the authorities are chiefs of robbers or par-
ticipants in their ill-gotten gains.

I am aware that not only the Mexicans have positively asserted
that the raids were mutual and that robbers from Texas raided in
Mexico as well as Mexican raiders in Texas, but that public opinion
in the United States has been much inclined to believe it. Our re-

port dia‘gosea fully of the slander, and the most zealous investigation
shows it to be totally withont foundation. Mr. Fish himself, the
Secretary of State, has emphatically denied the charge to the Mexican

anthorifies and cimllengod them to prove one single fact. They
have not only failed to prove but even to define one solitary case,
The truth is that both the reward and the danger held out to such
of our roaming people who might be so inclined would be such as to
make the utt.emst utter folly ; for, while the American side of the
river is rich and defenseless, the Mexican side is poor and bristling
with arms, with a robber population always on the alert.
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Equally nntrue is the charge that our people want more of the ter-
ritory of Mexico and desire to provoke a war, Never was there a
greater mistake, not to say slander.

8ir, ever since the war with Mexico the frontiers of Texas have
been harassed both by Indians and freebooters. The scenes of hor-
ror that have been enacted on our Indian frontier beggar description.
General Sherman in his evidence before the last Congress stated that
he passed on our frontier abandoned farms, remnants of fences, the
blackened chimneys of burned houses, and all the evidences of former
settlement, but the frontier settlers had been killed or driven baek
for many miles. No one who has not himself seen the terrible sights
after an Indian raid, the bodies of men, women, and children muti-
lated in wanton sport by the devilish cruelty of these fiends without
mercy, brave men tied up and burned alive at a slow fire ; no one who
has not heard the tales of woe from female captives of our blood and
race carried off and subjected to unutterable misery, dragged naked
under the burning sun with their bare feet over stony roads, tied be-
tween the horses of their pitiless captors, and then turned out into
the barren wilderness to die alone, will ever know what our people
have suffered.

Our Legislatures have continnally petitioned this Congress for pro-
tection ; our governors have sought help from the National Govern-
ment for long and weary years. For near thirty years which I have
lived in Texas near the Indian and Mexican frontier I do not now re-
member one solitary day when we had peace and a feeling of entire
security on all points of our extended border; nor do I remember one
single year that our people did not tax themselves to keep up what
force we could fo afford that protection which we in vain called for.

Our country offers unsurpassed facilities for the herdsman in rais-
ing all varieties of stock. There indeed has the Lord tempered the
wind to the shorn lamb, and in the mild climate the cattle and horses
find rich nourishment on our laxuriant from one end of the

ear to the other. The wealth of' our people was always in their

erds and flocks. It wearies my memory to think of the number of
cases where the fruit of long years of toil was swept away in an evil
bour and of the men who went to rest at night prosperous and in easy
circumstances to find themselves paupers in their old age in the morn-

ing.

%ur people have hoped for peace with that hope deferred whica
makes the heart sick; and shall we wish for war now? The thought
is madness. We want peace; we want no more territory; we wish to
see onr own vast territory filled with a prosperous population.

If 1 shall express my own views as tothe poliey of this nation, I think
that all the diplomatic efforts of the Government should tend to bring
about a friendly intercourse with the Mexican government and peo-
ple. I think that our embassy to Mexico might be made of more
practical importance than any other, not excepting either Engand
or France. We are and will forever remain neighbors, and whether
our mutnal relations be conducted prodently or otherwise onr future
history for weal or woe will never be separated. Once dispel their
sgpmhenaion that we covet their land and wish the disintegration
of their nation, and they will see that we are for them the most use-
ful friends,

Once before, when the armies of France overran Mexico and the
emEire of Maximilian was established, the United States upheld the
sinking fortunesof the liberal government of Junarez, and it was their
frown which removed Euro influence from Mexican soil. The
government of President Lerdo is the heir of the principles as well as
the power of the government of Juarez, and a worthy heir, and must
retain the memory of that stormy time of its his&:'iy, and the memory
also of those who were then the friends in need. Its enlightened
policy, its determined and devoted efforts to raise the Mexican nation
out of the sea of tronbles on which it is tossing for so many years and
lead it to a safe and bright future, have gained for the present gov-
ernment of Mexico the esteem and strong sympathy of the Ameri-
can people. Why should not our intercourse be more extended and
made mutually advan us? Why should not our people have the
trade with Mexico which is now almost entirely in the hands of Eu-
ropean nations? A proper treaty of reciprocity and a prundent and
honorable policy can bring about mutual relations satisfactory and
advantageous to both nations.

Again, I will say that our conduct should be just. While we mnust
have protection for olgupeapla and enforce it if necessary, we should
be carefnl to observe all onr own obligations. The Apaches on the
Chiricabua ageney, which has been established in Arizona, have for
some time been engaged in desolating raids into the state of Sonora,
and the inhabitants of that state have suffered greatly. Care should
be taken that no such inroads are permitted on our part, and that
the Indians are forced to remain on their reservation or removed to
one more suitable.

While these are my views of the relations which we should observe
with the people and government of Mexico, I will further say that I
can certainly not be charged with prejudice against the Mexican na-
tionality. We have many Mexican citizens in Texas, and nearly all
of them reside in the district which I have the honor to represent.
I-can say with pride that T have had the support of the great majority
of them and have many evidences of their confidence. The Mexicans
residing in Texas have, from the very beginning of our separate his-
tory, cast their lot with the Texans, and have been the steadfast and
patriotic sons of our conntry, The names of many are inseribed on

the pages of our history. They were represented among the signers
of the Texan declaration of independence and among the members
of Congress of our Republie. They were with onr people in the battle
of San Jacinto, where the independence of Texas was won by the
sword; and ever since they have shared our fate in council or war.
On the very ground where these raids occur they are numerons among
the sufferers, and many have been conspicnous in the defense of our
border and in-the predatory war with the invading robbers. They
are trune American cifizens. Since the first years of my residence in
Texas to this day they have been my neighbors and friends. I claim
to express their views like the views of all my other constitnents.
There is no animosity or separation of the nationalities; a common
destiny has melted all elements together. When I speak of my people
I speak of them as of all the rest.

I have thus fully expressed my views so as to place our motives
beyond all cavil and doubt. DBut I insist that the protection of our
frontier and the employment of all the means necessary to that end
areimperative duties. One of the earliest necessities of society among
all nations has been the punishment of crime by society to prevent
its increase. This right and the recognition of its necessity are asold
as the first elements of civilization. Withdraw the punishment and
crime will increase everywhere. Now, in this ecase there has been a
life of erime, of rapine, and murder, followed for ten years in the
open light of day and in bold defiance of all law, human or divine,
by a whole community. Their government, powerless to control or
punish its eriminals, yet sets up a claim that its territory must be re-
spected, practically a claim for total impunity for the criminals.
Our Government, upon whose citizens they depredate, while knowing
the weakness of the government of Mexico, yet acknowledged that
feeble claim to the sacrediiess of their terrifory, and yielded in obedi-
ence to it the sacred right and the sacred duty of self-defense. No
more humiliating spectacle has ever been presented than was ex-
hibited on the Rio E‘:'cnnda again and again. Here the habitual de-
spoilers of our people, with the stolen herds coming ont of the river
on the Mexican side, with insulting gestures and laughter and jeers
and on the American side of a river, which they could bave crossed
in & few minutes, our bafiled military protectors, perplexed with rage
and shame, their valor and their common sense alike benumbed and
paralyzed by diplomatie fictions,

It is the unanimous opinion of all military men who are familiar
with the localities that no efficient defense of the border can be had
without the right of pursning the robbers when found in possession
of their booty across the Rio Grande and nntil they are reached.

I send to the Clerk’s desk extracts from the evidence of Captain
MeNally and General Ord, given before our committee, to be read:

The Clerk read from the testimony of Captain McNally, as follows:

These people who raid on Texas are not claimed by Mexicans as citizens of that
munt:liy They say that they are outlaws and murderers and that as far as they
are able they stop their crossing, and they want us to assist them in doingso. They
desire that we shall render them all the assistance in onr power to break that sys-
tem up. I believe that if orders were issued to our military authorities {o ne
theso bands to the other bank of the river and punish them so severely that the pay
they got for crossing a herd of cattle would not compensate them for the risk LE:y
ran in making the raid, it wonld be the most effectual and rapid way of breaking
this thing up, without suljecting any innocent parties to harm. In earrying out
that policy there is no probability that one innocent man wonld suffer. The gov-
ernment of Mexico is unable to break this thing np. If President Lerdo were to
send an ofticer down there honest enongh to act vigorously against theso fellows
and with a sufficient force to stop these raids, the state of Tamanlipas would be
in revolntion in less than three months. It is far distant from the capital. The
entire federal army of Mexico has its bands full in restraining the interior statea
from revolting, and it would be impossible for the president to eoerce this state.
He has not enough. This information I reccived from federal officers in
Mexico, who told me that they had not troops enough to send there, and that they
knew that as quickly as a squad of men were sent there for that purpose the state
of Tamanlipas would revolt. Mexican officers have said to me, ** L wish to God you
would kill all theso fellows.” That I think would be the quickest and most effectual
remedy for the breaking up of the cattle-thieves, for so long s these robbers find
on the o&p@a.ite bank of the river a place of refuge and a city where they can dis-
P:so of their plunder without danger so long will they continne to raid upon Texas.

t would cost the United States Government more money to guard that border than
the whole state of Tamaulipas is worth; I mean, to it so effectually as to
prevent these men from coming over.

The Clerk also read the following from the testimony of General Ord :

After examining the conntry, which I found to be a dense thicket along the river,
with here and there narrow paths or cattle-roads cut through, (which thicket ex-
tends sometimes twenty or twenty-five miles from the river toward the open plain,)
and from the fact that the grazing conntry to the north is about the same distance
from the river from its mouth for five hundred miles np the river, I came to the
conclusion that it was impossible to the river-banks by a system of small
posta or videttes, for the reason that the cattle-thievea can receive notice from the

raral population (who are mrl{aall Mexicans) of the location of the ti . Isat-
isfied myself that tho only way to protect the p 'ty of the people on that front-
ier and to prevent {hese raids was to cross the river whenever the troops struck a

trail with the tgroqi;ect. of overtaking the eattle-thieves. They cannot see them
come through this thicket or ehalml;r& and they cannot know that they are comin,

on any particular road exeept only tg accident. They ean only get upon the

in the rear and follow them, and as these cattle.thieves go mounted and at full run
the prospect of overtaking them before they get to the river is more than doubtfnl ;
it is next to impossible. The local anthorities on the Mexican side, being under
the influence of this lawless population, which I have described, and being some-
times their leaders, are averse fo restoring any property, and I believe they have
never yet shown any disposition to do so, no matter how strong the proof of the
guilt of the party or the evidence that the property is within their reach. These
officials have frequently engaged in these cattle-raids and have boasted of the sue-
cess of their enterprise. Under these circumstances, and in view of the power-
lessness or inability of the Mexican government to enforce its own laws, or even
to protect its own property, we canoot expect them to protect ours, and I consider
it not only jostifiable, but the dutyof the United States anthorities, to enforce the
seourity of our own border and to protect the people from invasion.
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Mr. SCHLEICHER. All declare that the power of the troops to
cross after them will break up the raids verysoon. The very knowl-
edge of the existence of such power will convince them that hereafter
their trade will be rather dangerous, and one or two examples will
probably suffice to break up the whole organization. Observe that in
the prolmaitim;‘lvresented by us the crossing is not made obligatory,
but is a reserved power to be used only where all other means shall
fail. Can the Mexican government object to it? They cannot form-
ally agree to it, because the pride of their people would take offense
and they would lose politically too much by making such concessions.
But common sense should conclusively show that it would be the
height of absurd gretense that they should demand of us not to molest
their criminals while they themselves are powerless to control them.
If this authority is resorted to, it will be a necessity incident to our
self-defense. They cannot in reason present the alternative that we
shounld either continue to suffer the inroads of these robbers or else
incur their displeasure. As early as 1873, Mr. Fish has declared that
this must be the last resort.

It has been gaid that the pursuit of the robbers across the
border should be left to the discretion of the commanding officer,
without a speeial anthority by Congress. We have considered this
propusition and could not approve it. The President has in his mes-
sage submitted this matter to the consideration of Congress, and if
we recognize the necessity of the action which we propose it wounld
be unworthy of Congress and unjust to the Executive and the officers
of the Army if we should escape the responsibility and place it entirely
upon their shonlders. We do not propose to direct that pursuit should
be made, but leave the President the judge of the necessity when it
shall oceur.

The revolution which has for some time been going on in Mexico
on and near our border had temporarily changed the condition of
things in this, that the Mexican government had entirely di.::g—
peared from the scene, and that at one time the revolutionary lead-
ers, Porfirio Diaz and others, held possession of the entire country
on our border. This has lately again changed, as the revolution-
ary forees have abandoned Matamoras and marched to the interior;
and General Escobedo, commanding the forces of President Ler-
tlo’s government, has appeared at the head of an army and occupied
Matamoras, Camargo, and other places. On his arrival at Camargo,
General Escobedo sent a letter to General Ord advising him of hisar-
rival and expressing sentiments of friendship and -feeling on the
part of his government.

The character, the high position, and the power of General Esco-
bedo led to the belief that crime would be rigidly punished at least
while he would be on our border with his army, and that he would
rigidly enforce order. But it behooves this Congress to consider well
what the prospects for the immediate future really are. Up to the
30th of May the accounts of robberies have continued. It istrne that
they have decreased both in frequency of oceurrence as well as in
magnitade, because the great bulk of the robber population had joined
the army of Porfirio Diaz, the revolutionary leader, on his march to
Monterey, and bave remained in bis army ever since. Buf the raids
have neverentirely ccased. On the 15th of March, Major Clendennin,
commanding at Ringgold Barracks, reported to General Potter, at
Brownsville :

I think the cattle stealing has been transferred from the lower Rio Grande to
the vicinity of Carigo and points above. I cannot guard the fords with thirty men.

I ask to be relieved from the responsibility of d Liere at once. I have no
troops of my own arm of serviee, cavalry.

He stated what he saw ; but eattle raiding was going on along the
lower Rio Grande as well, as we see from statements from that quar-
ter, A fight between raiders and citizens took place on the 7th of
April below Brownsville.

will send to the Clerk’s desk some reports of onr papers and also
the official report of Captain McNally to the adjutant-general of the
State of Texas. These accounts will not only show that the raids are
continually ocenrring, but also that in our confidence in the presence of
General Escobedo and his army and the preservation of order and
safety thereby we have again been grievously mistaken, as we were
s0 many times before.

The Clerk read as follows:

[From the San Antonio Herald.)
MEXICAN DEPREDATIONE,

‘We were pleased this morning at receiving a visit from J. C. See, of Laredo, who
is at present in our city on a visit.

We learn from this gentleman that on the night of the 18th instant a of
Mexicans, from the ather side of the Rio Grande, stole M.:{firgm head of horses
and two yoke of oxen from Mr. Slanghter’s herd, in ch . George High, on
the Carizo. Mr, High followed the marauders on the day °n°'i”ﬁim came upon
the oxen, which been abandoped. The pursa however, did not reach
sidio del N on the Rio Grande, until thﬂa::himm with their booty, had
crossed over, which is the usnal upshot of all sttempts to captore Mexican horse-
thieves when they once have the advantage of a few hours.

Mr, See also tells us that three days ago there was a tremendous rain on the Frio,
and there had been some also on the San Mignel ; but none whatever between that
creek and the city.

[From the Brownsville Sentinel.]
EDINBURGH, May 19, 1876,
Eprron SENTINEL: Yes I acted as interpreter for Captain McNally, He
sent o message for Sefior Desiderlo Rodrignes, president of the ayuntamiento of
Re; to come and see him. Sefior Rodrignes came in to the messago
of in McNally, who demanded of him the restoration of the rest of the stolen

cattle—amonnting to twenty-two or twenty-three head—and the surrender of the
thieves that escaped, of which he gave a list,as follows: ADbundo Mungia, Lino
Perez, - Candelario, a son-inlaw of Abunda Mongia, Garza, Eusabio
Msnuias. Andres Cavazos, and one or two others,

Befior z was greatly agitated when he first came over, and during the
conf e promised to deliver the cattlo and thieves and gave his word to
téha;_t nﬂ‘oﬁf; but, up to the time of writing, nine p. m., no cattle or thieves have been

11 Ve

Sefior Rodrigues sent a communication to General Eseobedo, informing him that
the Mexican territory was invaded by Americans., Fifty men and an officer were
sent to protect him.

The stolen cattle were crossed by the thieves into General Escobedo’s picket lines !
This is from reliable &ersun and Captain McNally and Lientenant Farnsworth,
United States Army, did not hesitate in informing Sefior Rodriguesz of the fact.

Last evenm%Cmaln MeNally had a guard stationed in front of the * Sabinite "
ranch, where the thieves crmeﬂ the cattle, and where they reside and are protect-
ed b{ the Mexican authorities. The thieves fired across ihe river at the gnard that
night and again in the morning. Fortunately none of our boys were injured. The
fire of this morning was returned, but without effect further than that a house was
pretty badly riddled from the fire of ounr boys.

A ranger just in from the scene says that the Mexican authorities had sent a
force to capture the thieves. The ranch was surrounded bnt the game was not to
be tound. They had timely warning to make themselves scarce. It is well known
that the parties concerned in this cattle stealing reside at this ranch with their
families and have all their interests there.

Captain McNally crossed over with three men and had a good view of the den
and saw the trail of the cattle, They were driven in the tion of Reynosa.
Sabinito ranch is about four miles above Reynosa. The wounded thief is in that
city under medical treatment. i

is the same gang of thieves that murdered Mr. Cleaveland some time ago,
and -li!o made an attempt to murder and rob Mr, Estapa, of this county.
ore anon,

0JO.
[From the Galveston News.]
8ax Axroxto, May 30, 1876,
Yesterday Alejos Gonzales and i of his hands followed cattle-thieves near
Eagle Pass. They came up with them, thirty in number, at Comanche Creek,
thirty miles east E:fle? and inﬂfhﬂnﬁfmm nine a. m. to four
p. m. The battle resulted in for the robbers ; they killed Gonzales and fonr
of his men. The other four and report five of the robbers killed.
Alejos es, who was recently killed by robbers near Eagle Pass, was quite
& young man, and raised in S8an Antonio. He did quite a large mercantile business
in Piecﬁu Negras.

GRrANDHAM, TrXAS, May 19, 1876,
Sie: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 17th T followed a gang

of raiders (numbering eight or ten) to the river, at a point five miles above Edin-
burgh. It was very dark—ten o'clock p. m.—and m}i guide missed the trail, de-
us about thirty minutes, so that by the time I reached the river they had
mﬁeﬁal‘ithaﬁtﬂe ut seven or ten head, and there were but four men on this
two of whom were killed, one wounded badly, and the other escaped. The
firing commenced from the other side as soon as my men came in sight. For fear
of accidents I had instructed my men not to fire until they were close enough to
T o ke, SABAIGL s Bl 4ot ulpage, couaistin
© go OTSES, es, an an I o] ol of
coffee-pots, cups, blankets, ropes, &ec. s -

I at once wrote a note to Captain H. J. Farnsworth, Eighth United States Cav-
alry, stationed at Edin h, asking him to assist in recapturing the cattle. He
came nup next morning (18th) with fifty men, but refused to cross, and said that he
would assist me in if he was satisfied that I would be unable to get back
without his help, but wouald regret the necessity of so doing, and adv me not

to

gﬁeof my Mexican guides thonght that a part of the cattle were just back of

;hi;f:nc!ﬁ, the B“hbisz) 1 sndr mmt:ld with o u:i?n] a.::ld searched fields ad-

o the ranch, but found no cattle ; saw the eq t to Re
distn.ngi: but one mile and a half, and, as Captain ?mswnrt[nhg m that m
Escobedo had a1 force there, I recrossed.

I then went to Edinburgh and sent for the alealde of ; told him of the
affair and asked for the return of the cattle as soon as they could be found, to-
gether with the thieves, He promised fo return the cattle and arrest the thieves
and have them punished. On urging a compliance with my just demand, he prom-
ised to send the thieves over mmug_aa he was afraid to do so publicly.

Captain Farnsworth and the sheriff of Hidalgo Connty assisted at the interview.

Farnsworth told him that he intended to su me fully in everything I
#aw proper to do in the matter, Thisevmehagthac of the rural police told me
that they were making a very determined effort to catch the thieves, and thought

they would su i

G’-onenl Escobedo and staff were in Captain Farmsworth's camp while these
thieves were crossing the river and driving beeves inside Eseobedo’s lines for
breakfast; and Escobedo’s band of twenty pieces that he had brought to Farns-
worth's camp was playing in our hearing when we commenced firing on the raiders.

1 believe there is some correspondence going on between Generﬁ Escobedo and
the United States authorities at Fort Brown in regard to the matter.

We leave this place in the morning for Laredoand * * *

tainin,
[t
bank,

Very respectfully,
- Ldaﬁialg‘mALLY.
A true copy. m!’[
AWGM'EI State 5 Texas.
General WILLIAM STEELE. 3

Mr. SCHLEICHER. But even ¥ General Escobedo had the will
and the power to restrain this robbing, we conld not expect that the
Mexican government could leave him and their army on that remote
frontier. Already we hear that he is about leaving or has left for
the interior and that the notorions Colonel Christo, who was in com-
mand during the worst part of the raids, who proved his bad faith
and complicity, as fully shown in our report, is again left in com-
mand at Matamoras.

‘We have reports that the revolutionary army under Diaz was de-
feated in the interior of Mexico. If itis so, or wheneverit does ocour,
thousands of fugitive stradglers, the débris of the defeated armies,
demoralized, desperate, starved, and ragged, will be turned loose on
our devoted frontier. The same people have taught us the same hu-
miliating lessons for ten years. We know where they are; we know
that for years their business has been the robbing and murdering of
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our people, and we can almost connt the weeks and tell the day when
their hungry bands, worse than so many starving wolves, worse than
the devouring eclouds of locusts, will again arrive on our exhausted
frontier, the accustomed theater of their infamous activity.

But another nnexpected change has again oceurred in the last few
days. Again the revolutionary army has defeated the government
troops under General Quiroga on the Rio Grande, and even now they
may be again in full power on our border. Cortina, the old robber
chief, the old enemy of our people, has broken his parol in the city
of Mexico, has escaped, and is nowin high command in the armies of
Porfirio Diaz. Every day may see him on the Rio Grande again,
breathing vengeance and defiance at the head of thousands of his
robbers. And still our border lies open and unprotected. 8hall the
dark elouds break upon the devoted heads of our exposed people or
will you help them ? 5

Mr. Chairman, your committee have shown the startling condition
of that portion of our eountry by evidence as clear and undoubted
as the light of day.

The facts presented to you are formidable in their lonf array and
astonishing by the light they throw npon the condition of that coun-
try. Murder most foul and revolting, robbery on a scale so stupen-
dous as to make the most undoubted facts appear like fiction, all
committed for long years by constant invasion of our country under
the very shadow of the flag of our nation, flaunting its false and de-
lusive promises of protection to the despairing sight of our abandoned

eople.
T 138 have shown that all appeals to the Mexican authorities and
all hopes of redress and safety from them are vain and worse than
useless; that between the duplicity of the Mexican governu_wpt,
induced perhaps by their weakness, and the bad faith and complicity
of their local anthorities, all we ever received at their hands were
empty promises, always broken and never relieved by a single act of
ood faith. We have shown that fo promise our people help and re-
ief throngh the Mexican government would be a eruel mockery, and
that all that remains for them to look to is solely and alone im-
mediate and energetic action of our nation. Will the members of
the national Congress let the people on our ontposts turn their eyes
10 them for help in vain; and have they no heart for those who are
bound to them by the sacred ties of nationality, those ties which so
lately were made indissoluble by your blood and your treasure !

Sixteen years ago Governor Sam Houston closed a letter to the
State Department on the same subject with these words :

Our entire means of defense now in the field is inaﬂe&um to the protection of
the country from Indians, and we must depend for the protection of the Rio
Grande on the nation. Believing that when the facts are nted to Con,
the dictates of humanity will rise above all party or personal considerations, 1 yet

3

look for aid from that quarter. The American heart must feel for a people of hke
ric i e o g vl s ey oot i G
ier has been dmhﬁ, is remembered. X 3
Sam Houston has gone to his grave, but his appeal, unheeded in
the passions of those days, addresses itself again to the representa-
tives of the nation of which he was one of the most devoted citizens.
Texas is the young giant of these United States. Born amid the
storms of battle, her early days spent under the severe and sober
teachings of toil and sorrow, she only now enters upon a career which
will before long make her the peer of the foremost State of this Union.
When these dark days shall have passed into history, when in the
enjoyment of peace and prosperity her fertile plains shall bear the
rich reward of the toils of the honest husbandman; when the shaded
banks of her rivers and her smiling valleys shall resound with the
busy hum of peaceful industry; when the teeming herds and flocks
will browse nndisturbed on her extended plains and her green hill-
sides; when she will have taken the rank among her sister States
which the millions of her hardy people will assign to her, then she
will bear in grateful memory the names of those who were her friends
when friends were needed.
If the history of our country has fanght any lesson, it is that the
{)o]icy which is wisest and most successful is not the poliey of heart-
ess ealenlation, but that which wins directly the hearts of the peo-
ple. Fear and hatred are weak bands to bind this great conntry per-
manently together. The Fower of deep-rooted patriotism alone is
eqnal to the task. Love of conntry, that most ennobling of the vir-
tues of man, that feeling which in all ages hasmade men heroes and
caunsed them to pour out their blood like water, is the firmest founda-
tion of States; and no wise statesmanship has ever neglected the op-
portunity to sow its seeds in the fertile soil of the hearts of the peo-
ple, and to foster its growth by all means in its er. When the
neration which will follow us in our State shall hereafter remem-
er the dark times throngh which their fathers are now Fasaiug 3
when tvhuiremcmber that their mothers sat throngh the lon and
weary nights, their eyes strangers to rest, and their frightened ears
hearing the yell of the merciless robber in the moaning of the night
wind and in the distant howl of the prairie wolf, then let them re-
member also that at the time of their utmost peril their nation
stretched forth its strong arm and int its protecting shield be-
tween them and ruin. Then their hearts and the hearts of their
children and their children’s children will cling to their country as
with hooks of steel. Who can tell the future? Who will say that the
day will not come when their blood, freely shed on some future field
of battle, may maintain and save their country's honor and integrity?

Yonr duty to the suffering citizens of your conntry, and far-seeing
wisdom alike, call on this Congress for magnanimons and prompt
action. Not only will it save those who have a right to look to yon
for aid and protection, but, like bread east npon the waters, it will
return to bless the giver after many days.

Mr. CONGER. Isuppose the members of this body, after hearing
the report of the committee who investigated this subject, and after
listening to the very eloqnent remarks of the gentleman from Texas,
[Mr. SCHLEICHER,] cannof donbt that the peeple of the frontier of
Texas have snffered perhaps beyond the power of language to express
from the incursions of Indians and from the incarsions of the robbers
from Mexico. I have no doubt myself that it is the duty of this Gov-
ernment and has been for years past to endeavor by some means to
prevent the larcenies, the robberies, and the murders which have
marked that frontier, not as a part of the quiet, peaceful domain of
the United States, but as a place for murder and rapine and inroad
unchallenged and perhaps undiminished.

I would agree with the committee in this joint resolution and with
the remarks of the gentleman from Texas, that it is the duty of this
Congress to make some provision by which the country along the Rio
Grande may be protected, by which the people there may be protected
in their property, in their rights, in their lives, in the security of their
habitatiops, in the enjoyment of all their privileges. As to the first
part of the joint resolution, proposing to send an armed force there,
eavalry and infantry, more or less, I would give it my hearty assent,
But I am very free to say that the seeond section of that bill which
authorizes the troops of the United States to pass beyond our borders,
to go into the territory of a friendly nation, to violate the neutral-
ity existing between this people and Mexico, seems to me a danger-
ons proposition and one to which I cannot give my assent, especially
when I remember that the attention of the Mexican government has
been called fo this very snbject; that that government has appointed
a commission of its distingnwho& citizens to spend a number of months
in taking testimony along the Rio Grande of witnesses on the Mexi-
can side and on the American side of the river, inquiring apparently
as fully as it was possible for them to inquire into the existence of
the ontrages charged and into the remedies which might be proposed.

Sir, I have read with a great deal of interest and a great deal of
care the pamphlet report of that committee—a book of three or four
hundred pages, embodying the abstract at least of the testimony
taken by the commission at many points along the river, from dis-
tinguished Mexican citizens, and from many American citizens, in re-

ard to these raids, in regard to who are the cattle stealers, the rob-

s, and the murderers. My friend from Texas has undoubtedly read
that report. I have nothin%ﬂto say in regard to the veracity of it. I
will only remark that the Mexican Eovamment hasofficially, and ap-
parently with great care and tronble, made an examination of the
charges that their eitizens constitute the raiders who come from Mexico
across the border into Texas., The report of that commission has been
rendered to the Mexican government long since; and upon the report
that government has assumed that except the scattering thieves and
robbers who fly first to one side of theriver for safety and then to the
other—mere outlaws, ontlawed by Mexieo and ontlawed by the United
States—except that class of people, there are no raiders and marand-
ers who can be found in such foree or in such locality as to be reached
by the authorities of Mexico,

I say that whether the reporf of that commission be correct or not,
and whether the conclusion of the Mexican government in this mat-
ter be a correct conclusion or not, we are at least met with the prop.
osition that the Mexican government has taken the usual means to
examine into the existence of these bands of maraunders as chu;ge«l
by the Texan people; and it denies their existence. It denies that
the Mexican government is responsible for the inroads of these indi-
vidual men. More than that, (and of the truth of this I have noth-
ing to say,) it charges that the robbers and marauders are mostly
American citizens, who commit depredations npon their fellow-citi-
zens in the United States, and when parsued flee across to Mexico for
safety from the pursnit of their own Government.

Mr, Chairman, as I remarked before, I have no know other
than what I derive from this committee and from the remarks of my
friend from Texas, in regard to the truth of the charges on our side;
and I have no knowledge of the truth of the charges of the Mexican
government that these robbers, these marauders, and these murderers
are outlawed men—outlawed by all governmnent, mere pirates infest-
ing the face of the earth, and secking a re now on this side of
the river and then on that, pursued alike by both governments for
punishment and for justice. I allude to it merely as the foundation
of a remark which I wish to make respecting the second section of
this bill, by which the Co of the United States, in the face of
all international law, in the face of all rules existing between two
civilized governments, would incor;igmbe into a bill passed by Con-
gress the right at the will of the President to do such acts as are
themselves declarations of war between civilized governments, The

roposition is no less than that our Army shall cross the border; no
ess than that the military force of the United States to a or
less extent shall pass over our border, invade Mexico, without any
limitation as to the distance it may go into that republic in pursuit
of maraunders; the only limit, and not even that mentioned in the billy
would be pursuing them far enongh into Mexico to reach them.

While I will join the gentleman from Texas in voting for any num-
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ber of mﬁimanta of cavalry or of infantry that may be necessary to

rotect the American citizen on American soil in his rights, in his

ome, in his property of whatever kind, yet I should like to consider
before voting upon the other proposition whether I would authorize
the President of the United States to violate all the rules of interna-
tional law, all the prineiples of neutrality, and pass over into the ter-
ritory of a sister republie, pursuing marauders, cattle-stealers, or mur-
derers wherever our Army might desire to follow them and to any
extent. '

‘Whatever may have been said by the officers of onr Army, whose
testimony has been read here, about that being the only remedy, I
think they speak as men of war and not as statesmen. They may de-
sire the commencement of a war in which they may lead their troops
into the Territory of Mexico. I know not what may be the motive;
but for any soldier, for any statesman to advocate the right of one
nation to send even its civil foree into the territory of a neighboring
country with whom we are at peace would seem to be very poor
statesmanship. But to go beyond that and say our armies, commenc-
ing with two or three regiments and to increase as occasion and cir-
cumstances might require, shounld pass into the heart of a sister re-
publie, it seems to me this House, this Congress is not prepared to
say. 8ir, if snch a proposition were made in regard to one of the
strong powers of the earth it would not have a moment's hearing in
this House. Suppose, sir, that for some reason or other a bill was be-
fore this Congress to authorize the President to send two regiments
or ten regiments into Canada for any purpose whatever, who in this
House would dare on snch an issue and such aviolation of the laws
of neutrality to advocate it npon this floor with Great Britain look-
ing on in the distance. Not one, sir; and shall we do it to any dis-
tracted sister republic when we would not dare do it, when we wonld
not dare pass such a bill, or make such an order in the face of the
great nations of the earth!

I have said all I desire in calling the attention of the gentleman
from Texas and of the committee to the danger of inaugmting a
civil war, which will lead to far greater loss of life, to greater
destrunetion of property, to far ﬁﬂtﬂr deprivation of the rights of
our citizens whoever they may be than by this marauding, which
must lead to measures the result of which, if appreciated by hexieo,
must resnlt in war, must result in raising larger armies, must result
in loss of the lives of our citizens, and must resnlt in immense ex-

nditure from the Treasury. Now, sir, forseeing that wounld be the
inevitable result of giving the authority provided for in the second
section of this bill, I would desire this committee to reconsider this
matter, and if two or three regiments are not enough to protect onr
frontier é.-u ounr own soil and within our own borden;fle:ﬁel;l; pmci

to Congress ten regiments, or twenty regiments if n 8, AN
in my jndgnent. the American people wounld sanction the raising of a
sufficient foree to protect the remotest citizen of the United States in
his property, in his home, in his life.

. 8C ICHER. Inow yield to the gentleman from Illinois,
[Mr. HurLBUT,] my colleagne on the committee.

Mr. HURLBUT. Mr. Chairman, as one of the committee which
took the testimony and a, to the report, I indorse full and abso-
Iutely all the resolutions which have been reported. I desire to say
a few words for the consideration of the House. If is no slight ques-
tion we are to pass upon in determining the proper action of the
American Con upon this matter. In the first place, the Presi-
dent of the United States, in the discharge of his official high duties,
specially recommended this subject to the attention of the House in
his annual message. In the next place, the House agsointml a special
committee, not from the border immed’iate]y invaded, buf a fair rep-
resentation of the whole nation, disinterested men, men removed from
any possibilify of excitement npon this matter, who gave a fair, full,
diligent consideration to the question.

Now, sir, I start with this assumption, that a nation, like an indi-
vidual, has the right of self-defense, and that it must exercise it if
it intends to live. The integrity of our territory and the safety of
our people in every part of this Union, not merely in Texas but ev-
erywhere else, are the chief Eurpoae for which Government was estab-
lished. The government which does not do that is not worthy of the
name of government. And if the United States should refuse to ex-
ercise that high function of sovereignty or should declare itself una-
able to do it, they will put themselves at once upon the same low
grade that our sister-republie, Mexico, now occupies.

The condition is this: On one side of that river is a nation which
has power. On the other side is a loose confederation whose sitna-
tion is chronic insurrection, organized anarchy, incapable or unwill-
ing central government, disorderly, rebellious, broken states, where
anarchy is the rule. Now, when thatis the case; when the obligations
of law are not maintained in a country ; when it has neither the will
nor the force to keep its own citizens in order, then it ceases to fulfill
the chief duty of government. But when it goes further than that,
and either willfully o izes or permits to be organized upon its ter-
ritory armed, marauding bands to invade another republie, the
countenancing or tolerating on the part of that government of such
marauding is in itself canse of war to the nation invaded.

I will answer the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CONGER.] But
for the very weakness of Mexico these incursions would have been
punished long ago by war, Sir, if Canada, backed by the entire
power of Great Britain, had endeavored to commit upon the northern

border one-hundredth £m~t of what is proven here, the insulted ma-
jesty of the nation would have risen, and we would have punished it
at any and all cost,

Now, sir, it is not necessary for me at this time to follow out tho
}gicc;nre which has been presented by the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr.

LEICHER.] Here is a long frontier line. On the right bank of
the river, the Mexican side,iaa{;oor and barren country, incapablo of
supporting the population which is now there, which 1s not a settled
and orderly population at all, not a population which subsists by
the ordinary industries that men of peaceful habits carry on, but
whieh, according to the clear and undeniable proof presented before
the committee, subsists in the main by spoliation npon onr Terri-
tories. It is a hot-bed of smugglers, maranders, robbers, and assas-
sins. And this country has shown a toleration to this weak neighbor
unexampled in the history of all nations. On the other side, the left
bank of the river, the American side, is a delta oountr]v] not ve
thickly ];'ifulntad, admirably adapted for grazing, full of herds, wi
some small ranches scattered along the line and some small towns.

The proof before nus undeniably is that incursion after incarsion of
armed bands have crossed that river; that men known, named, de-
seribed, individualized, have pushed their attacks far into the coun-
try; that they have threatened towns of considerable size ; that they
have burned baildings; that they have murdered American citizens
standing in defense of their property, upon their own soil and under
their own flag. Are these things to go on, sir? Are they to be toler-
ated bya conntry that in 1312 was ready to go to war with the strong-
est power of the world for the individual liberty of its seamen ? Tﬁe
history isall distinct and clear. There isno evasion, There isno pos-
gibility of mistake. It comes to us from citizens of known character
and of established reputation. It comes to us from our military offi-
cers upon that frontier. And that story aceords all the way through.

It is trne, sir, that from the peculiarities of that country, from the
chaparral which eovers a great portion of it near the river, from the
few roads that are cut through that chaparral and the by-roads
known to these marauders, pursuit along that long line of frontier is
ditﬁ;mlt. The river itself is fordable two-thirds of the time—is it
not

Mr. HANCOCK. It is.

Mr. HURLBUT. There is a line of at least four hundred miles of
frontier, which is penetrable and penetrated at all hours of the day
and night by these bands organized upon Mexican soil, organized
under the eyes of Mexican state anthorities, although I do not say
indorsed by the central government. And the fruits of their rapine

d robberies are ogenl taken down to the city of Matamoras and
shared with the high officials of that government. And the Mexican
government tells us frankly that they cannot stop it.

Now, sir, if my friend from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] would brush
up his acquaintance with those g books which teach us what in-
ternational law is,he would know that every writer upon international
law recognized as authority anywhere declares the right of one coun-
try, after having endured and represented its wrongs and obtained
no relief, either from unwillingness or inability on the part of the

vernment of the other to follow the robber, to follow the maraun-

er, to take him redhanded in the act, and by the strong hand re-
cover back the things which have been stolen, and punish the of-
fender, even on another soil. There is no difference in the author-
ities npon that question. There cannot be, because it is simply an
application of the grand right of self-defense; that is all. And
you might just as well say that if I caught a man attempting to
break into my hounse and I chased him info another man’s lot to eatch
him I was a trespasser on the lot of my neighbor in that lawful un-
dertaking. I regret that the Library is shut. I had sent for some
books on that question. Thelaw is clearupon that point. The right
of the United %ta.tea to do this thing is undispu And it is not
cause of war on the part of Mexico, because Mexico herself has given
the occasion and forced the necessity upon this Government. And
that is the reason of the law.

These resolntions provide, the second resolution especially, that the
President of the United States shall be anthorized in his discretion
to order pursuit by the military authorities. And I mgret to hear
the gentleman from Miohig;n talking about the Army of the United
States in the way he did. The Army of the United States is the right
hand of the Government for certain purposes. Amon(ig those purposes
is the defense of the integrity of our territory. And I regretted to
hear the gentleman from Michigan argue that they shall continue to
stand there as some of these citizens have testified to us they have
done—stand with their arms in their hands, arriving ten minutes or
half an hour too late, with these cattle-thieves across the river within
decent gunshot, hurling back all sorts of insults that the Spanish
langunage, which is fruitful in that kind of thing, affords, upon the
unsuccessful pursners—that they shall stand there with their arms
folded, and not be authorized to follow the wrong-doer wherever he

goes.

Now, sir, these are the grounds wpon which the committee, with
absolute unanimity, presented these resolutions for the consideration
of the House. Does the gentleman from Michigan think it is more
dangerous to keep the peace between these two conterminus coun-
tries, to allow the organized troops of the United States, under re-

nsible officers, to cross, pursne, arrest, recover, or to take the other
alternative, which will come with any people that is as proud as our
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peopleare? Let the Government neglect them there much Jonger, and
they will take the remedy into their own hands; and undisciplined
bands of American men, tolerating this sort of thing no longer, led not
by officers, who act under responsibilty to the Government, but by
temporary commanders whom they may choose, with all their feel-
ings sharpened up and set on edge by the memory of the wrongs that
have been done them, will swarm across that frontier, and then the

ossibility of war with Mexico may come; and that is the only way
in which it can come,

This i8 nonew thing. Itisnotnow somany years ago since Colonel
Mackenzie crossed that dividing line between the United States and
Mexico in pursuit of maranders—to be sure they were Indians in that
case, but that makes very little difference—followed them to their
haunts and punished them there. And the Mexican government has
never considered that as any eaunse of war.

It may be that we should be able by the mere adoption of these
resolutions to stimulate the Mexican government into such prompt
action there as will keep that border quiet. If after having had
notice by the passage of these resolutions throngh Congress (and they
have had notice enough already) they should decline to do their known
duty, the duty whic! bel[;gga to a government, the duty for which
governments are constituted, the duty of keeEing their own people
within bounds and greventing outbreaks of the nature which have
been proven before this committee, if they then fail to do that, the
will have no right, in the eye of the law of civilization or of hiie
morals, to question the action of the United States if it shounld
followed by a solid, substantial, sharp, and decisive punishment of
these men upon their own soil.

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] has referred to the
report of a certain commission. Well, sir, a part of these questions
have been the subjecis of commission from this side and from the
other. The gentleman, I think, has confounded the mixed commis-
sion which has been sitting for other purposes, and which has con-
cluded its labors, with the subject-matter of this investigation. Up
to this time no satisfactory attempt has ever been made by the au-
thorities in Mexico to stop these wron

Now, viewing the case as I do, I think I am absolntely dispassion-
ate aboutit. I do not live on any frontier that is liable to be invaded,
either the Texas frontier to be invaded from Mexico or the Michigan
frontier to be invaded from Canada. Isnp the principal diffienlty
with my friend is that he lives upon the Michigan frontier and may
be invaded some day from Canada. In the safe security of my own
inland home I consider this subject as fairl{ and dispassionately as it
is possible for any man to do. I simply look upon it in this light : I
have before me overwhelming proof that, in violation of treaty stip-
ulations, in violation of that comity which should exist between na-
tions, in violation of the sanctity of our territory, in violation of the
sovereignty of our flag, America citizens for the last ten years at least,
I cannot say how much longer, have been hounded and persecuted,
attacked and harassed; their industries have been broken np, the
have been compelled to abandon their homes, their ranches whici
once held families are abandoned and those families have been taken
into the interior towns.

Now, I say with all deliberation that it is a disgrace and a shame
to the American nation and name that such things have been suffered
so long. If it shonld so happen that the Mexican government shall
assume that such aetion on the part of these United States as is in-
dicated by these resolutions is eause of war, then in that case the
Mexican government will be, as she has been in other cases, altogether
in the wrong. And if war must come it conld not come in a better
cause then that of maintaining the inviolability of our territory and
the safety and security of our citizens and their property.

INDEMNITY FOR INDIAN DEPREDATIONS,

Mr. LANE. Mr. Chairman, the bill for the relief of John Jackson,
now on the Private Calendar, is a measure of no little importance.
A majority of the Committee on Indian Affairs have presented a re-
port adverse to, while a minority of said committee, of whom I am
one, have submitted their views to the consideration of this House in
support of this claim. The amount in question is inconsiderable in
itself, but the principle involved is one of the highest importance to
a class of people in whom I feel the very liveliest interest; the{ be-
long to the frontier, many of whom I represent, all of whom I love.
Besides, sir, it will serve to illustrate a primary principle which I
insist a good government cannot well disregard. After carefnl exam-
ination, I do not hesitate to say that in my judgment the General
Government is both morally and legally bound to indemnify its eiti-
zens for losses sustained by Indian depredations.

It is an elementary proposition that man in his relation to society
originally snmudem(}) certain of his natural rights that he might
have secure protection in the exercise of the rights reserved. It has
been sunggested by a distinguished law writer *that the principal
aim of society is to protect individuals in the enjoyment of those
absolute rights which were vested in them by the immutable laws of
nature, but which could not be preserved in peace without that mu-
tual assistance and intercourse which is gained by the institution of
friendly and social communities.” It is certainly the duty of the cit-
izen to yield obedience to the laws of his country and contribute to
its maintenance, in return for which he is entitled to protection in
the enjoyment of life and property. The compact is mutaal, the

obligations are reciprocal. If the citizen fail in the performance of
his part of the contract there is an adequate remedy in favor of the
Government. If he violates law there is pnpishment provided; if he
contributes not aceording to his means to the support of the Govern-
ment, there is always and usually an easy and efficient way to reach
him. On the other hand, if the Government fails or neglects to se-
cure its citizens in the enjoyment of rights guaranteed there should
be an ample remedy in his favor. These principles, I apprehend, are
peculiarly and forcibl aﬁplicablﬁ to the claim to which I am direct-
ing consideration and all others of similar character. I am con-
strained to admit that I cannot precisely define, nor do I indeed ex-
actly comprehend, the relationship of Indians, who preserve a tribal
character, to the United States. While we treat with them, or for-
merly have, the Indian tribes throughout the United States are not
foreign nations, their relations to the General Government being those
of a ward to bis guardian.

It must be borne in mind that the Government assnmes and exer-
cises exclusive jurisdiction. A State Legislature has no jurisdiction
over the Indian Territory contained within the limiss of such State.

Nor can a State during the existence of tribal character withdraw the Indians
within its limits from the operation of the laws of Congress by conferring on them
the rights of citizenship. (3 Wallace, page 407.)

I also understand that it is insisted, if not established beyond ques-
tion, that if the tribal orFaniza.tion of Indian bands be recognized as
existing by the National Government the government of the State
within whose boundaries they are located has no right to treat them
as subjects. (5 Wallace, page 737.)

I profoundly regret that, mainly by reason of the foregoing princi-
ple and the action of the General Government in the enforcement
thereof, the murderers of my fellow-citizens on Lost River, in Oregon,
were shielded from trial in the civil courts and protected from pun-
ishment by the civil authority of that 8tate. Not only so, sir, but it
pains me fo remember that certain of those Llack-h blood-
thirsty murderers were paraded throughont the United States and
publicly exhibited to a gazing, ga in% wondering populace, while
their hands were yet reeking witﬁ S:e ife-blood og some of the very
best people of my State. I am informed, though surely it possesses
no special significance, they even enjoyed the distingnished privil
of a reception by the Chief Magistrate of this grand Republie. Wid-
ows and orphans, homeless and houseless, so rendered by the sav-

ry of the “ pet wards” of the Government, so rendered by those
who enjoy special favor and immunity at our hands, appeal to us for
aid. Shall it be invain? Is there then no remedy ! If not, should
none be provided? The General Government seems reluctant to
allow the punishment of an Indian by the State for the vielation of
a law thereof, nor does it seem disposed to secure to a citizen injured
the right of an action for damages, however ineflicicnt it might prove.
The (?aneml Government by its neglect has suffered the Indians to
trespass upon the rights of the whites, to commit depredations, and
therenpon protects them from arrest and punishment by the local
courts. Then it is urged, and I am quite astonisked at it, that the
Government, albeit it surrounds the Indians with the strong arm of
protection, is under no obligation to make indemnification ?or rop-
erty destroyed by them. A proposition more contradictory in naegt
I cannot conceive, nor yet one more unworthy a respectable Govern-
ment. By such reasoning it wonld appear that it is the policy of the
Government to foster and cherish within our midst an element to
distress and annoy the law-abiding citizens of the country. |

It seems to me that the exact terms of existing law fully sustain
the view I endeavor to urge. The common lawis clear. Our statutes
are equally so. The fourteenth section of an act to regulate trade
and intercourse with the Indians and to preserve peace on the front-
iers, approved March 20, 1202, is as follows:

That if any Indian or Indians belmflng to any tribe in amity with the United
States shall come over or eross tho sai line into any State or Territory
inhabited by citizens of the United States, and “there take, steal, or destroy an
horse, horses, or other &mpen)- bclnncﬁlng to any citizen or inhabitant of the Iﬂ:ltes
States, or of either of the territorial distriets of the United States, or shall commit
any murder, violence, or outrage upon any such eitizen orinhabitant, it shall be the
duty of such citizen or inhabitant, his representive, attorney, or agent, to make ap-
E‘iicatlun to the superintendent, or such other person as the dent of the United
tates shall anthorize for that purpose; who, mbeing furnished with the neces-
sary documents and proofs, shall, under the tion or instroction of the Pres-
ident of the United States, make application to the nation or tribe to which such
Indian or Indians shall belong for satisfaction; and if such nation or tribe shall
neglect or refuse to make sati on in a reasonable time, not ex twelve
months, then it shall be the duty of such superintendent, or other person anthor-
ized as aforesaid, to make return of his doings to the ident of the United
States, and forward to him all the documents and proofs in the case, that such
further steps may be taken as shall be proper to obtain satisfaction for the i i
and in the mean time, in respect to the property so taken, stolen, or destro; “Eo

United States ntee to the party injured an eventual indemnification: Pro-
vided always, That if such injured party, his representative, attorney, or agent,
shall, in any way, violate any of the provisions niP this act, by seeking or attempt-
ing to obtain te satisfaction or revenge, by cnoml.n%owr the line, on any of
the Indian landa, he shall forfeitall claim upon the United States for such indemnifi-
cation: And provided also, That nothing herein contained shall prevent the le

apprehension or arresting, within the limita of any State or district, of any Indian
having so offended : And provided further, That it shall be lawful for the President
of the United States to dednct such sum or sums as shall be paid for the property
taken, stolen, or destroyed, by any such Indian, out of the annual stipend which
the United Statesare bound to pay to the tribe to which such Indian belong.—
(Statutes at Large, volume 2, page 143, section 14.)

Section 17 of an act amendatory of the foregoing act, approved
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June 30, 1834, renews fhe gnarantee of the Government and reiter-
ates the obligation resting upon vs. It is as follows:

That if any Indian or Indians belonging to any tribe in amity with the United States
shall, within the Indian conniry, take or destroy the property of any person law.
fully within such country, or shall pass from the Indisn country into any State or
Territory inhabited by citizens of the United States, and there take,steal, or de-
stroy any horse, horses, or other property belonging to any citizen or inhabitant of
the United States, snch citizen or inhabitant, his representative, attorney, or agent
may make application to the pruper superintendent, agent. or subagent, who, upon
being furnished with the necessary documents and proofs, shall. under the diree-
tion of the President, make application to the nation or tribe to which snch Indian
or Indians shall bolong for satisfaction ; and if such nation or tribe shall neglect
or refuse to make satisfaction in a reasonable time, not exeeeding twelve months,
it shall be the I]n}‘v of such superintendent, agent, or subagent to make return of
his doings to the issioner of Indian Afairs that sneh further steps may be
taken as shall be proper in the opinion of the President, to obtain satisfaction for
the l.tUur{: and in the mean time, in respect to the property so taken, stolen, or de-
stroyed, the United States guaranteo to the party soinjured an eventual indemnifi-
cation: Provided, Thstilsuchimumd party, his ropresentative, attorney, or agent,
shall in any way violate any of the provisions of this act by seeking or attempting
to obtain private satisfaction or revenge, ho shall forfeit afl claim upon the Ubited
States for such indemnification: And provided alse, That unless such claim shall
be gnmmtﬁl within three vears after the commission of the injury the same shall
be barred. And if the nation or tribe to which such Indian may belong receive an
annuity from the United States, snch elaim shall at the next lfmfyment of the annn-
ity be dedueted therefrom and paid to the party injured ; and if no annnity is pay-
able to such nation or tribe, then the amount of the claim shall be rom the
Treasnry of the United 8tates : Provided, That nothing herein contained shall pre-
vent the legal ion and punishment of nnyEmlhm having so offended.
(Statutes at Large, volume 4, page 731, section 17.)

By these laws the liability of the Government was most cleéarly fixed
and ultimate indemnity was absolutely assured. True, these laws
were subsequently modified. The reasons for this modification pass
my understanding. Up to that time—1859—as appears, the law was
most explieit. It verﬂ wisely deprived the injt party of his right
to indemnification if he songht to obtain private satisfaction or re-
venge. In my judgment that policy was in the interest of junstice,
humanity, and economy, and it never shounld have been modified.
Assuring ultimate indemnification restrained the spirif of retaliation,
removed the disposition to seek redress by reprisals, prevented mur-
der, pillage, and arson. A great incentive to violence was thereby
withdrawn. War, its consequent expense, as also the sacrifice of pre-
eions lives, were thereby prevented. It was a direct and efficient
method of preserving peace between the settlers upon the frontier and
the Indian tribes. One Indian war prevented by such a policy saved
a greater loss, a greater expense to the Government than the amonnts
l'ec{nimd to indemnify the people for their losses. Indeed, I do not
believo that it ever was the design of Congress to abandon this policy.
That it was expedient to deny onr responsibility becanse of largely-
accruing claims is an argnment which no moral foree and is
not true in fact. That we shonld maintain this rule to its fullest and
furthest extent while the Indians were numerons and their depreda-
tions consequently great and abandon it now, when the reverse is the
case, is beyond my comprehension. Claims honest and well fonnded
cannot, in fact, be greater now than heretofore. The word “expe-
dient,” however attractive and potential it may be to others, I am
free to say I do not admire. We disregard a fundamental obligation,
wewithhold promised protection, and women weep and childern starye
because, alas! it is “expedient.” Such a word might characterize the
cold, the crnel, and the selfish. Can it, however, illustrate the char-
acter of a great and generous people?

The amendment of 1859, to which I have roferred, is as follows:

That so much of the act entitled *An act to regulate trade and intercourse with
tho Indian tribes and to preserve peace on the frontier, approved June 30, 1834, as

that the United Statea shall make indemnification ont of the Treasury
or property taken or destroyed in eertain eases by Indians trespassing on white
men, as described in the said aet, r:{ and the same ia hereby, ropealed : i
however, That nothing herein con shall be so construed as to impair or de-
stroy the obli the Indians to make indemnificstion out of the annuities, as
preseribed in said act. (2 Statates at Large, volume 2, page 401, section 8.)

However uncertain, though I do not deem it so, may be the precise
legal obligation resting n}lmn us, the moral obligation remains unim-
paired. ﬁ?ﬁ shonld not if we could avoid it. Though not wholly
analogons, the prineciple is still applicable. If any citizen is injured
by the action or non-action of a foreign government, he has a well-
founded claim against such government which we are bound to pro-
tect and enforce, In the case of the Indians whose conduet the Gov-
ernment measurably guarantees, the obligation is surely stronger.
The fact that in many instances the Indians are pecuniarily unable
to make reparation should not be permitted fo remove or diminish
our liability. Such a policy would seem to give license to maraund-
in]f bands of Indians with whom our Government will not so favor-
ably treat and who are wholly irresponsible.

Besides, sir, it must be remembered that the law providing for in-
demnification for depredation from annuities due to Indian tribes no
longer exists. Section 2098 of the Revised Statutes expressly pro-
vides that— :

No partof the moneys whichmay be appropriated in any general act or deficiency
bill making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses incurred in In-

. dian affairs, to pay annoities due baor to be used and expended for the care and
benefit of, any tribe or tribes of Indians, shall be applied to the payment of any
claim for depredations that may have been or may be committed by such tribe or
tribes, or any member er members thercof. No claims for Indian depredations
shall be paid until Con shall make special appropriation therefor. (Section
2008 Revised Statutes United States.)

Is it not clearly the contemplation of this section that Congress
shall make appropriation for the payment of claims for depredations

committed by Indians? I think go. This law does not restrict the
obligation. It merely defines the manner by which such claims
shall be satisfied by the Congress of the United States and out of the
Treasury thereof. If there be any donbt whatever, it is wholly re-
moved by sabsequent legislation. By the seventh section of the act
of Congress making appropriations for the Indian Department, ap-
proved May 29, 1872, it is enacted—

That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to prepare and canse to
be t_]'n:uhl:.n;h(*.d such rules and re'ufnlatinna as he may deem necessary or proper, pre-
scribing the manner of presen claima arising nnder existing laws or treaty stip-
ulatlons, for compensation for depredations eommitted by the Indians, and the
degres and character of the evidence ry to support such claims; he shall
carefully investigute all such claims as may be presented, suhjoct to the rules and

ilations prepared by him, and rei;nﬂ to Congress at each scssion thereof the
mm. character, and amount of such claims, whether allowed by him or not, and
the evidence upon which his action was based : Provided, That mgayment on ae-
count of said claim shall be made without a specific appropriation by Congress.

What, in all earnestness, I appeal to know, is meant, if remedy at
the hands of Congress isnot intended? Is it anidle mockery, a pain-
ful snare, a melancholy delusion? Why this illusive phantom of
hope, why this sad and gloomy disagpointmenu Why is the un-
Incky vietim directed how to present his claim? Why are rules and
regulations issued as to the manner of producing and the character
of proof 1 Why is the claimant required or invited to incur the ex-
pense necessary fo sustain his claim, if there are to be no benefits
arising therefrom? Why is the Secretary of the Interior required to
examine and report to Congress upon this character of claims the
amount allowed by him and the evidence npor which his action is
based? Is this law a dead-letter or is the whole thing a grim and
ghastly joke? To my mind it would be a detsglomble cirenmstance,
indeed, if the reckless and lawless wards of the Government shonld
be surronnded by the strong arms of governmental protection, while
States and suffering citizens are helpless to redress their grievances,
The Indian is protected in his rights and nnhappily shielded in his
wrongs. For the poor settler, whose premises are invaded, whose
property is destroyed by them, there is no adeqnate civil remedy The
law questions the anthority of onr State courts, and I regret to ob-
serve that there is a disposition npon the part of many to refuse any,
all, and every relief at the hands of the Government. 1t is unnecees-
sary for me to repeat that reservations are not within the jurisdiction
of the State. Is it, then, or not, the duty of the Government to keep
the Indians within those limits ¥ In my opinion it is manifestly the
duty of the Government so to restrain them. Now, then, if we fail to
confine them within the pm&)er limits, if by our negligence we per-
mit the Indians to go beyond the same and destroy the pm];erty of
our fellow-citizens—I insist, yea, I earnestly protest—that indemnifi-
cation shounld be made to the fullest and amplest extent ount of the
Treasury of the United States. I am confirmed in my judgment. So
long as I am a member of this body my voice shall be heard, my vote
east, and my inflnence exercised in favor of honoring this class of
claims, sustaining a moral and maintaining a legal obligation.

PROTECTION OF AMERICAN INDUSTRY.

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, the question of protection to American
indnstries has been so often, so elaborately, and so ably discunssed that
I would remain silent, except to record my vote against the ipending
bill, but for the fact that I represent a district deeply, vitally inter-
eated in the subject. I do not propose to weary the House or fill
np the RECORD with a profound and philosophical essay n[ﬂxm abstract
theories illustrated with numerous tables of .ponderous fignres; but
I wish briefly, yet earnestly, to protest against a change of policy look-
ing toward {ree trade. In view of the magnitude of our national debt,
absolute free trade cannot become a possibility within the allotted
period of our lives, unless indeed direct taxation be substituted for
customs duties and a swarm of tax-gatherers, not as numerous but
quite as odious as the plagnes sent npon ancient Egpt, should be seat-
tered through the land to harrass and despoil. Aside from the ques-
tion of protection, it seems impossible to doubt which process of col-
leating revenue would be most equitable and acceptable to the people.
A certain sum must be raised annually to defray the current expenses of
the Government and to preserve the faith which the nation has pledged
tothe holders of itsobligations. Eachcitizenshould bear his portion of
the common burden, should pay his portion of the common debt. The
duties levied upon imports aceomplish this result because imported ar-
ticles are nsed and consumed by the general public. In this way each
man makes his contribution to the Federal Treasury without the offen-
sive nal demand of the gatherer of direct taxes. Imneed not re-
mind this House of the discontent and ontspoken indignation every-
where seen and heard at the enforced collection of the income tax.
The feeling was souniversal and intense that those laws were repealed.
But the customs dues are collected by aprocess so gimple and fair and
so far removed from the masses of the people that they scarcely real-
ize the fact or feel the effect. So that, asa mere matter of convenience,
economy, and consideration for public feeling the necessary revenues
shonld as far as possible be collected in the shape of duties on imports.

But it is strangely argued that lower duties will yield ter reve-
nue. This belief being based on the assumption that there will be
much greater importations under a low tariff, it follows necessarily
that the home produets will be diminished to the extent of the in-
ereased imports, and to that extent those engaged in manufacturing
must seek other employment or starve, and those who continue al snch
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labor must do so at greatly reduced wages ; and the capital thus in-
vested cannot be transferred, but crnmbles into ruin and carries its
owner into bankruptey.

In addition to this, Mr, Speaker, a tariff properly adjnsted fosters
home industries, develops the great resources of our conntry, in-
vites immigration, gives employment and fair wages to multitudes of
our people. It is no reproach to the skill and enterprise of American
worEmen that they are nnable withont Government protection to
compete with the labor of other countries. Let it rather be the boast
of onur manufacturers and of all our citizens that there is no desire to
rival any nation which finds a profit in the oppressive and half-paid
industry of its toiling Eeople. Admit, for the moment, that a pro-
tective tariff increases the price of the manufactured article and 1s to
that extent a tax upon the consumer, who is there wonld be relieved
irom that tax at the expense of the comfort, the health, the Imp{-
ness of the beneficiaries? Who would want to see American work-
men degraded and debased to the level of pauper labor ! Who would
like to read of American women that *they work day and night, toil
and slave, so lons as they can get something to satisfy their half-
starving families?” Who would want to buy, even at a lower price,
nails and spikes and chains made by a nursing mother laboring ten
hours a day and receiving &2 per week? Yet this is the lamentable
account of the miserable condition of affairs in Lancashire. Civiliza-
tion, humanity, decency, blush at the recital! We want no such ex-

perience in this eountrév.
There is a standing denuneciation of him who oPpmsueth the poor,
left on record for all nations. Unjust and cruel as such a policy is
everywhere, it is especially unwise in this country, where all citizens
are equal before the law, where each has an equnal share with all the
others in making the laws and molding the Government. In view of
this fact, there are manifest reasons why all classes should he edu-
cated and elevated and made to feel the strong arm of the Govern-
ment around them, not only for defense, but to sustain and uphold.
The glory and power of the nation consists in the Eroap'erity and ha;

iness o?ita citizens; and be is no true patriot who advocates a pol-

cy tending to prevent or im or impair the comfort, the independ-
ence, the elevation of the laboring-men of the land. In countries
where there is no su e, or a limited suffrage, humanity alone sug-
gests the improved ition of the poor. Buf here it becomes not
only a Christian but a patriotic duty to provide every facility for
improvement and advancement.

have argued upon the assnmption that a protective tariff in-

creases to the consumer the price of manufactured articles. But this
is not necessarily so. Withont a tariff the products of cheap labor
would be Amt. upon our market, and, unrestrained by competition
here, wonld exact the highest price the purchaser could pay. For-
eigners wonld be masters of the market and all classes of our people
would be the sufferers. Of many illustrations of this statement I
refer only to the article of Bessemer steel. But little more than ten
years ago steel rails of English manfacture were sold in New York at
§185 per ton. Under the encouraging inflnence of a protective tariff
American capitalists built and experimented, and as each new mill
went into sunecessful operation the price was reduced, until now the
Edgar Thomson Steel Works, in my own district, one of the largest
amf most complete establishments in the world, is turning out steel
rails equal to the best that ever were imported and at less than one-
third the price cha before we had any home manufactories. The
same result has followed with axes, edge-tools, general hardware,
cotton goods, and many other articles, and if is fair to infer that this
experience will be continued and enfm'ged. Hence it appears that
the encouragement given to American manufactures reduces instead
of increases the cost thereof to the purchaser.

In order to secure this result and at the same time to maintain the
troe worth and dignity of labor, the Government must protect home
capital against an unfair and unequal contest with forei,\i:' capital,
strengthened and supported by stinted and oppressed labor. Men
of large means and liberal minds, with energy and public spirit
ready to employ their wealth and to give employment to their fellow-
men, will not build fuornaces and rolling-mills, glass-houses, cotton-
factories and woolen-mwills, fonnderies and machine-shops, and other
usefnl industries with the alternative of being driven from the market
by the competition of unpaid labor, or of bein
their employés down to the abject and pitiable condition of those
whose products would force this issue. But encouraged to give a
generous remuneration to honest toil, and to receive a fair return for
their investments, capitalists with the co-operation of cheerful labor
will drag from the earth its crude and hidden treasures, and mold
them into a multitude of products of universal use and of untold
value. And thus the wonderful resources of this country are devel-
oped, and the frue wealth of the nation is increased. Capital and
labor, appreciating their mutual dependence upon each other, work in
harmony, and the beneficent results are seen upon every hand.

Looking at the present depressed condition of our manufactnrinﬁ
interests, the thoughtless have said that “ protection does not protect.
But it must be remembered that there is quite as much gloom and
distress and bankruptey among the manufacturers of England.
And hence the argnment would apply with eqnal force against free
trade, DBut it is as unfair to take an exceptional period of general
disaster to illustrate the history of trade as it wonld be to judge the
usual course of nature by an occasional earthquake or tempest.

The same men who claim that “protection does not protect” at

compelled to force

other times speak of the present as a prohibitory tariff. The argu-
ment might well be turned upon them by showing that prohibition
does not prohibit, During the past few years tga importation of
dutiable articles has averaged about $400,000,000 per year; surely
enough to satisfy the most eager longing for foreign commodities ;
tm:ul lfpcilngh to show that the existing tariff,in the aggregate, is none
00 high:

Thegﬁmt. tariff act of the American Congress was passed on July 4,
1789, and its preamble stands as true to-day as when first written. 1§
is in these words:

Whereas it 18 v for the support of the Government, for the discharge of
the debts of the United States, and the encouragement and protection of manufact
ures that doties be laid, &e.

The second centory of this nation’s history opens with the same
state of faects which marked the early years of the first and we are
called upon as imperatively as our predecessors of the last century
were to maintain a tariff high enough to accomplish the objects to be
attained.

We have to-day every reason which impelled Thomas Jefferson in

1816 to say :

The grand now is, shall we make our own comforts, or go without them
at the will dl:‘} gn nation? He, therefore, who is now against domestic mann-
factures must be for reducing us to a dependence on that nation, or be clothed in
skins and live like wild beasts. I am prond to say I am not one of these,

Experience has taught me that manufactures are now as necessary to our inde-

pendence as to our comfort.

‘With this authority to sustain the protection policy, I seek no other.

Practical results are better argnments than the most attractive
theories. I have alreadyreferred to the reduction of the price of man-
ufactured articles, which has been secured by building up home in-
dustries to cheek the otherwise arbitrary demands of foreign monop-
olists. Bat more than that, protection has added to the wealthy
population, prosperity, and power of this connt?* far beyond the
power of figures to express. The greater portion of my life has been
spent in the midst of a mannfacturing community, where I have seen
the ebb and flow of prosperity, and have marked the struggles and the
triumphs of honest industry fostered by governmental care. Despite
the unparalleled advantages with which a bountifnl Providence en-
dowed her, Pittsburgh would have been but a respectable village, or
at best a puny eity, withont the introduction of manufactories and the
encouragement to contest the market with old and able rivals.

Pittsburgh now has a population, including the adjacent city of
Allegheny, identical in interests, of 220,000. “The area occupied by
the two cities is zlcitml to thirty-four square miles, or 22,000 acres, ex-
tending up the Allegheny River five miles and up the Monongahela
abont eight miles and down the Ohio River about three miles. It has
four hundred miles of streets, and the two rivers are spanned by
elelven bridges; whose aggregate length is about three and a half
miles.

“Throughout all these miles of streets are scattered the factories,
the furnaces, the mills, and workshops which have originated for
Pittsburgh the sobriquet of the Birmingham of America. What
those establishments aggregate in bulk is best shown by stating that
if they were placed in a compact form they would form a body or
woulddoocupy a space of t;ighteeu hu.ndreh(l and sixty-seven acres, or
extend seventy-seven miles, giving each an average space of two
hundred by tw{) hundred Ieetr.g ) o

"Th;ﬁackageain which the glass produced in her factoriesis packed,
if placed in compact shape in a row six feet high by three broad,
would extend over ninety miles each year, and the straw used to pack
it would need two thousand acres of ground to grow it annually,

“The and tow-boats used to transport her yearly produet of
coal taken out of the Monongahela River alone would, if placed in a
continuons line, form a walk of fifty miles, while to trans the
whole produnct of her mines by rail would require over three thousand
miles of cars, each holding ten tons. The Inmber nsed in her sash,
door, and box factories and planing-mills would build a board walk
each year ten feet broad and one thousand miles long,

“The wages annually Kﬂid in the factories and collieries would re-
:{n;mae one man forty-one hundred and thirty-three hours, or one hun-

and seventy-two days, to count it in sin ike dollars, at the rate of
one hundred and twenty a minute, and wonld pave with silver half
dollars a street forty feet wide and one mile long. These figures pre-
sent, in perhaps a somewhat fanciful shape, some of the indications
that determine the magnitude of the city, and convey, in connection
with the statement made of the area of the city, what Pittsburgh is
in bulk. The entire wages paid in the manufactories of Pittsburgh
are over $30,000,000 annually, and the capital in the buildings and
machinery of her factories alone and the ground they occupy is as
nearly as could be arrived at $43,216,955.”

These thousands and tens of thousands of artisans actively em-
ployed in producing articles of necessary nse in the various trades
and in agricultural pursuits are in their turn the consumers of prod-
uce far beyond the supply of that vicinity. Thus each class of cit-
izens helps and is helped by the others. Herein consists the strongest
bond of unity and peace.  Let all localities and all pursunitsrealize their
mutnal dependence and manifest a mutnal sympathy, and no tongue
can describe or imagination conceive the fullness of the prosperity
and glory which the opening eentury will bring to bless this nation.

. Let the policy of protection assure to the capitalist safety and a fair

return for his investment, liberal remuneration to those whose brawny
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arms are the country’s best defense in war and whose intelligent judg-
ment is the country’s surest hope in peace, and the Republic w
march on throngh its second century panoplied in power and exult-
ing in the affectionate fidelity and earnest patriotism of her happy
and hopeful sons.

TEXAS BORDER TROUBLES.

. Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I desire to discuss this subject of
‘he Texas border troubles, but the hour is now quite late. With the
wsurance of the gentleman who has this joint resolution in charge
_Mr., ScuLEICHER] that I will have an opportunity to speak upon
this sulject on a future occasion, I will, if it is desired, give way to
a motion that the committee now rise; otherwise I shall feel bound,
with my notions of duty, to proceed with the discussion to-night.

Mr. SCHLEICHER. The gentleman will have an opportunity
on another oceasion to address the House on this subject. I move
that the committee now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Thecommittee accardingly rose; and the Speakerproiempore having
resnmed the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that, pursnant to the order
of the House, the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union
had had under consideration the joint resolution (H. R. No. 96) to pro-
vide for the protection of the Texas frontier on the Lower Rio Grande,
and had come to no resolution thereon.

DANIEL CLARY.

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent of the House to dis-
charge the Committee of the Whole from the further consideration
of House bill No. 3147, ting a pension to Daniel Clary, a soldier
of the Mexican war. This bill was unani mongly recommended by the
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and wonld have been disposed of this
afternoon in a few minutes had the Calendar been longer considered.
This soldier contracted a disease from which total blindness has re-
sulted, and from no fault of his own has been kept out of his pension
for some years.

Mr. HOLMAN. Without raising any question in regard to the pro-
priety of bringing the bill before the House at this time, and reserv-
ing any point of order which may be raised npon if, I desire to sub-
mit a motion that the House now adjourn so that this matter may come
up to-morrow as nnfinished business.

Mr. SPRINGER. It will not eome up to morrow as unfinished busi-
ness unless it is taken out of the Committee of the Whole, as this is
private bill day.

Mr. HOLMA%I. The attendance of members now is verﬁsmll, and
I do not think any 1 ation should be had in so thin a House.

Mr. SPRINGER. 1 will move that the Committee of the Whole be
discharged from the further consideration of the bill, and that it be
now brought before the House.

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place
on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the

nsion{fws, the name of Daniel Clary, a private in Company F, Fourth

Ilinois Volunteers in the Mexican war, and to pay him a pension to
take effect from and after the 1st day of Janun?, 187

There being no ohjection, the Committee of the Whole was dis-
charged from the further consideration of the bill.

The question was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read
a third time.

Mr. HOLMAN. This bill does not indicate the grade in the Army
which this ﬁoldier(lllel;]l. o S

Mr. RUSK. And the bill is retroactive, granting a pension
to 1873, contrary to the rule which has been adopted by our com-
mittee.

Mr. SPRINGER. That isthe time at which he should have received
his pension if he had made application in time,

Mr. RUSE. Equitably it may be held they shonld all receive pen-
gions from the date of their discharge ; but it is the rule of the com-

mittee not to grant any back pensions.
Mr. SPRIN&I?R. The gentleman will not object to this bill when
he hears the report.

Mr. HOL . I move that the House adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at ten o’clock and
thirty-five minutes p. m.) the House adjourned.

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following memorials, petitions, and oﬂl{::(}mpem were presented
at the Clerk’s desk under the rule, and refe; as stated :

By Mr. ELLIS: Memorial of the officers of the Citizens' Bank of
New Orleans, Louisiana, for the repeal of the law whichim atax
of 10 per cent. on circulating notes issued by banks established under
State charters.

Also, the petition of Benjamin Singeltary, of Louisiana, for a re-
hearing of his claim disallowed by the sonthern claims commission,

to the Committee on War Claims.
By Mr. GIBSON : Memorial of E. G. W, Batler, for compensation
for supplies taken by the United States Army during the late war,

to the saine committee. :

By Mr. SAYLER : The petition of the leading business firms of
Cincinnati, Ohio, against abuses of the Union and Central Pacific
Railroad Company in rates imposed for the carriage of freights, and
praying for mfiaf, to the Committee on Railways and Cmafn.

IN SENATE,
SATURDAY, July 1, 1876,

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D.
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED.

The bill &H. R. No. 2626) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury
to pay to the officers and soldiers engaged in the war with Mexico the
three months’ extra pay provided for by the act of July 19, 1848, was
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Af-

fairs,

The bill (H. R. No. 3209) to authorize the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs to receive lands in payment of judgments to eastern band of
Cherokee Indians was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

PUBLICATION OF DISTRICT TAX LIST.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following
cop:mnication; which was read, ordered to lie on the table, and be
rinted :
P OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE DisTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, June 29, 1876.

8im: The commissioners of the District of Columbia, in obedience to the resnla-
tion of the SBenate of the United States requiring them to inform the Senate whether
any costs or charges have been paid by pm'gglgownem within the District for or
on account of the publication of the list of delinquent tax-payers prior to the pub-
lication of such list, and, if any, what amount of costs and charges have been so
;m.ld, er with the names of the persons so paying the same, and that they

urnish the Senate a copy of the contract for printing such list and the ampunt
paid under such contract, have now the honor to forward to you the accompanying
exhibit made by the collector of the District, together with his letter in explanation.

It will be seen that the entire amount of costs and charges collected of tax-pay-
ers between the day on which the delinquent tax list was placed in the hands of
:hl:eﬁ%rg’ntur for publication and the actual appearance of advertised list was

It was part of the agreement made with the contractor at the time of signing the
contract that, on account of the short time given him to ‘):mpam such nngt;ta%:dad
list—covering twenty-seven eﬁﬁ“ of the National Republican—for publication at
the very m rice fix the contract and the cost changes would imraa
upon he should not be required to cut out any part of the list as furnished him
by the eul‘leut.or, bat should be paid for the whole.

The delinquent tax ‘nyar im upon the Distriet the a:rmse of prepar-
ing the tax-list byvount&rilynegaoungi to pay his tax, and when that list was
once in the hands of the printer, to whom it was given at the latest possible date
for its publication on the day fixed in the tax law, the entire expense of the adver-

erate

tising bad been met by the et.
The T't'»“ of publj.nglung the entire list was §3,250.75.
ery respectfully,
DENNISON,
J. H. KETCHAM,
8. L. PHELPS,
Commissioners of Columbia.

Hon. Taos. W. Ferry,
President of the Senate.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. CAMERON, of Penusylvania, presented a petition of 200 sol-
diers, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, praying the p: of the bill for
the equalization of bounties, so as to allow each soldier, sailor, and
marine $8.33 per month for the time served; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

Mr. BOOTH E“esent.ad the memorial of the Right Reverend Will-
iam Ingraham Kip, bishop of California, and eight other clergymen,
remoustrating inst the amendment to the shipping act of 1372

relating to merchant seamen ; which was referred to the Committee
on Commerce.

Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of Elizabeth R. McCracken,
widow of Dr. Robert MeCracken, late acting assistant surgeon of the
United States Army, praying for a pension; which was referred to
the Committee on Pensions.

ISSUE OF SILVER COIN.

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to
whom were referred vertain amendments by the House of Representa-
tives to the amendinents of the Senate to the joint resolution (H. R.
No. 109) for the issne of silver coin, to report them back and ask that
the amendments of the House to the Senate amendments be non-con-
curred in, and that a committee of conference be asked on the part
of the Senate upon the disagmeingrvohea of the two Houses,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Ohio moves that
the Senate disagree to the amendments of the House to the amend-
ments of the Senate, and request a conference.

The motion was to.

By unanimous consent, the President tempore was authorized to
appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Messrs. SHER-
MAX, BOUTWELL, and BoGY were appointed.

REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION.

Mr. ANTHONY, I am instructed by the Committee on Printing,
to whom was referred a resolution to print additional copies of the
report of the Commissioner of Education, to report it with an amend-
ment. The amendment restricts the pnblication to 10,000 eopies for
the nse of the Commissioner. As we have no means of sending away
doenments except at our own cost, it seems undesirable that we should
print a large number of public documents. I ask for the reading of
t.h; resolution as proposed to be amended, and move its present con-
sideration.
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