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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, June 30, 1876. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
I. L. TOWNSEND. 

MESSAGE FROM TilE SE:NATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of their clerks, an

nounced that the Senate insisted upon its amendments to the bill (H. 
R. No. 2676) to regulate the assessment and collection of taxes for the 
support of the government of the District, and for other purposes, 
disagreed to by the House of Representatives, agreed to the confer
ence asked by the House, and appointed Mr. Em!UNDS, Mr. RoBERT
soN, and Mr. EATON the managers of said conference on its part. 

It further announced the passage of the following bills, with amend
ments; in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

An act (H. R. No. 1692) to amend an act approved May 8, 1874, in 
regard to leave of absence of Army officers; 

An act (H. R. No. 1771) to declare forfeited to the United States 
certain lands granted to the State of Kansas in aid of the construction 
of railroads by act of Congress approved March 3, 1863; 

An act (H. R. No. 2300) granting a pension to Margaret C. Bell; 
and 

.An act (H. R. No. 2473) to authorize· claimants upon even-numbered 
sections of land wit.hin the twenty-mile limits of the Northern Pa
cific Railroad to make proof and payment for their claims at the ordi
nary minimum rate of $1.25 per acre. 

It further announced the passage of bills of the House of the fol
lowing titles, without amendment: 

A bill (H. R. N o.ll) granting a pension to Eliza Jane Blumer; 
A bill (H. R. No. 590) for the relief of Mrs. Susan E. Rhea., widow 

of Dr. J. Burrows Gardiner; . 
. A bill (H. R. No.llOO) relative to the redemption of unused stamps ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1204) granting a. pension to Henry H. Wharff, of 
Company<;_ Eighteenth Regiment of Ohio.Volnnteers; . 

An act (H. R. No. 1337) for the relief of Nelson Tiffany; · 
An act (H. R. No. 159d) granting a pension to William R. Duncan; 
An act (H. R. No.1602) granting a pension to Margaret E. Co~bnn1; 
An act (H. R. No. 1849) for the relief of Abigail S. Dawney; 
An act (H. R. No. 19:19) granting a pension to Sarah Emmons; 
An act (H. R. No.1944) granting a pension to Niram W. Pratt; 
An act (H. R. No. 2081) granting a pension to William McLay, late 

a private in Compa.ny G, Twelfth illinois Infantry Volunteers; 
An act (H. R. No. ~162) granting a pension t-o Clara Brosch, mother 

of Joseph Brosch, jr., ·late. private in Company H, Twenty-fourth 
Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers; 

An aet (H. R. No. 2289) granting a pension to Jane Bertholf; 
An act (H. R. No. 2301) granting a pension to Mary B. Hook; 
An act (H. R. No. 2303) granting a pension to Mary S. Greenlee; 
An act (H. R. No. 2310) granting a pension to Emanuel B. Herr; 
An act (H. R. No. 2387) to fix the retired pay of Surgeon-General 

Clement A. Finley, retired; . 
An act (H. R. No. 2586) granting a pension to John L. Bartley; antl 
An act (H. R. No. 2701) granting a pension to Nancy H. Blacknall, 

widow of Thomas Y. Blacknall, late private Company L, Seventh 
1'ennessee Cavalry. 

It further announced the passage of the following bills; in which 
the concurrence of tho Honse was requested : 

An act (S. No. 297) fix.ing ·aud limiting expenditure for the erection 
of the public building at Little Rock, Arkansas; 

An act (S. No. 547) for the relief of settlers upon certain lands in 
the State of Minnesota; 

An act (S. No. 735) granting a pension to Martha Irwin, widow of 
John Irwin; 

.An act (S. No. 736) granting a pension to Mary M. J. Frank; 
An act (S. No. 739) to amend section 5457 of the Revised Statutes 

()f the United States, relating to counterfeiting coin; 
An act (S. No. 71;3) providing for the e1:tension of the time for com

pleting the survey and location of the Portland, Dalles and Salt Lake 
Railroad ; . 

An a.ct (S. No. 813) granting an increase of pension to Laurence P. 
N. Landrum; 

An act (S. No. 830) for the relief of Joseph W. Parish; 
An act (S. No. 845) for the relief of Joseph"Wilson, of Bourbon 

County, Kentucky ; 
An act (S. No. 846) to punish the counterfeiting of trade-mark 

goods and the sale or dealing in of counterfeit trade-mark goods; 
. An act (S. No. 882) granting a pension to Stillman E. Dix., of Hamp-

ton, Virginia; 
An act (S. No. 883) granting a pension to William H. Oliver, of 

Sweetwater, Tennessee; · 
An act (S. No. 929) for the relief of .Albert W. Preston; and 
An act ( S. No. 934) to proviue for furnishing certified transcripts of 

territorial records. 
APPROVAL OF JOURNAL. 

The Journal of ye&terday was read and approved. 
TEMPORARY PROVISION FOR EXP~TJ>ITURES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. RANDALL. I am instruct.ed by the Committee on Appropriar 
tions to report a bill t-o provide temporarily for the expenditures of 
the Government, and to ask that it be passed. 

The bill (H. R. No. 3809) to provide temporarily for the expendi .. 
tnres of the Government was read a first and second time. 

The bill provides that for a period not exceeding ten days from and 
after the 30th day of June, 1876, unless the regular appropriations 
for such Departments shall have been previously made for the sc.rv• 
ice of the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1877, it shall be 
lawful for any of the Departments of the Government for which ap
propriations for the said fiscal year are delayed to nse for the neces
sary service of such Departments any unexpended balance which may 
exist of the appropriations made for the service of the fiscal year end
in(J' June 30, 1876. 

ifi. RANDALL. It will be remembered that the President's mes
sage recommended, without limit as to time in case of the approprili
tion bills failing at the end of the fiscal year to have been adopted 
by both Houses, that the balances should be expended. It will be 
recollected also that yesterday the Senate originated a joint resolu
tion providing for somewhat similar action for a period of thirty days. 
The Committee on Appropriations are of opinion that such legislation 
in the first place should originate here and, •econdly, that ten days 
will be adequate to bring about an agreement between the two Houses 
on the various appropriation bills unpassed. 

There are four appropriation bills that have passed· both Houses, 
there are six in committees of conference, and two remain unacted 
upon by the Senate. The sundry civil bill was reported to the Sen
ate on yesterday. The river and harbor bill ha.s not been reported 
at all to t.he Senate from the Senate committee. 

Last night the committ.ee of conference on the legislative, execu
tive, and jndicialappropriatiou bill failed to agree, and will report the 
fact this morning first to the Senate, and in all probability will re
port the proposition from the House conferees made to the Senat~ 
conferees, and obtain the. opinion of the Senate as to that proposition. 

' In due time, if it should come from the Senate, I will take occasion 
to speak as to that proposition. 

I y~eld to t.he gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] for a mo
ment. 

MESSAGE FROM TID: SENATE. 

A meSBa.ge from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of their clerks, in
formed the Honse that the Senate further insisted upon its amend
menta to the bill(H.R.No. 3263) makin~ appropriations for the service 
of the Post-Office Department for. the tiscal year ending June 30, 1877, 
and for other purposes, disagreed to by the Honse of Representatives, 
agreed to the further conference asked by the House on the disagree
ing votes of the two Honse thereon, and had appointed Mr. WEsT, 
Mr. IlAMLIN..t and Mr. MAXEY as managei"S of the conference on the 
part of the ~enate. 
TEMPORARY PROVISIO:N FOR EXPENDITURES OF THE GOVERl\"'liENT. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to say in regard to the bill which is the sub
ject of the message just received from the Senate that the balance to 
~he credit of the Post-Office Department is understood to exceed a 
million of dollars, and that, if the billjnst reported by the chairman of 
the Committee on Appropriations shall pass both branches of Con
gress, so far as that Department is concerned, it will not be in the slight
est degree embarrassed by the failure to pass the post-office appro
priation bill prior to the expiration of the present fiscal year. 

Mr. FOSTER. Let me ask the gentleman is he certain there is a 
million of dollars of unexpended balance to the credit of the Post-Office 
Department t 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think I can say with entire certainty that the bal
ance to the credit of the Post-Office Department considerably exceeds 
a million of dollars. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. RANDALL l tell us whether there are nnexpendoo~alances to the 
credit of a.U the Departments 7 :...,_ 

Mr. RANDALL. The committee considered that question, and 
understand that the President, before he sent the message to Con
gress, had consulted the Attorney-General and had made other in
vestigations so far as to know that his recommendation in regard to 
making temporary provision for the expenditures of the Government 
would relieve the Government from any embarrassment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDA.LL] 
could add that the joint resolution which came to the House yester
day from the Senate was a joint resolution simply re-appropriating 
the amounts remaining to the credit of the vanous Departments of 
the Government onder the appropriations for the present fiscal year, 
so that in fact the bill now before the Honse contains substantially 
the same provisions that are contained in the joint resolution that 
came from the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Was not the recommendation of the Presi
dent to continue the present appropriations, instead of giving leave 
to use the unexpended balances Y . 

Mr. RANDALL. That is about the same thing. 
Mr. HOLMAN. It was not for new appropriations. 
Mr. RANDALL. As I understood the ruessa,ge of the President, it 

was for permission to use the unexpended balances. 
Mr. WffiSON, of Iowa. My recollection is that it was a recommend

ation to continue the present appropriations. 
Mr. RANDALL. I believe the gentleman is correct in that. 
Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Then the question comes np, are there un

expended balances to the credit of each Department, to which the 
bill now before the Honse Will apply f -
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Mr. RANDALL. ·we understand that this legislation will remove 

any embatrassment. 
:M:r. BUCKNER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques

tion f 
Mr. RANDALL. Certainly. 
Mr. BUCKNER. I desire to aak the gentleman if, in recommend

ing this proposed legislation this morning, it is the intention of the 
Committee on Appropriations to back down from its position f 

Mr. RANDALL. Far from it; to my mind it is in just the-oppo
site direction. While we do not wish to embarrass the Government, 
for one, so far as I am concerned, I propose in my official position here 
as a. member of the House to resist to the every utmost unnecessary 
appropriation or extravagant expenditure. 

.Mr. LUTTRELL. Yon mean to stand by reduction. 
Mr. RANDALL. I do. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. That is right; retrenchment and reform. 
Mr. RANDALL. I now call the previous question. · 
The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 

and under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en~ro~~ed 
and read a. third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. · . 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

Tha latter motion was agreed to. 
ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT IN IDAHO. 

Mr. FENN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3810) to create an additional land district in the Territory of Idaho; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

REDUCTION OF INDI..L~ RESERVATIONS IN IDAHO. 
Mr. FENN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

3811) to provide for the reduction of the area of the Nez Perc6s and 
Fort Hall Indian reservations, in the Territory of Idaho; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Afl"airs, and ordered to be printed. 

MISSIONARY STATIONS ON INDIAN RESERVA.Tlf)NS. 
Mr. FENN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

3812) to provide for the occupancy of missionary stations upon Indian 
reservations; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SETTLERS UPON UNSURVEYED LANDS. 
Mr. FENN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

3813) to protect bonafide settlers upon unsurveyed public lands in the 
Territory of Idaho; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Landa, and ordered to be pri~ted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
1\Ir. RUSK. I ask unanimous consent to make at this time sundry 

reports from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, for reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calend'.ltr. 

There was no objection, an_d le3.ve was n.ccordingly granted. 
REPORTS FROM PE...~SION · COMMITTEE. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back, 
with faYora.blerecommendations, the following bills; which were re
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and 
the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. No. 3130) granting a pension to Margaret R. Coloney, 
widow of Josiah D. Coloney, First Maryland Infantry Volunteers; 

A bill (H. R. No. 3306) granting a pension to Sarah W. Bacon; and 
A bill (S. No. 003) to repeal an act granting a pension to Mary H. 

Bartlett, approved January 28, 1873. 
Mr. RUSK also, from the same committee, reported the following; 

which were rea.d a first a.nd second time, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
reports, orderecl to be printed: 

A bill, (H. R. No. 3814,) as a. subRtitnte for House bill No. 1920, 
granting a. pension to Martha A. Williamson; ' 

A bill, (H. R. No. 3815,) a.s a substitute for HoUBe bill No. 3191, 
granting a pension to Mary J. Lebow; 

A bill, (H. R. No. 3816,) as a substitute for House bill No. 2070, 
granting a pension to Jon a than R. Tilman ; and · 

A bill, (H. R. No. 3817,) a.s a substitute for Honse bill No. 124, 
granting a pension toT. C. Wlltson. 

JOHN A. SUTTER. 

Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Private Land Cla.ims, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3818) for the relief of 
John A. Sutter; which waa read a first antl second time, referred to 
tho Committee. of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

- LIEUTENA.."'T CHAULES B. SMITH. 
Mr. KETCHAM also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 

R. No. 3819) t-o settle the accounts of Lieutenant Charles B. Smith, 
late of the Fifth Regiment Iowa. Volunteer Cavalry; which was read 
a first and secqn~ ti.me, referred to the Committee on War. Claims, 
and ordered to be prmted. · 

MARTHA J, COSTON. 
Mr. ROBBINS, of Pennsylvania. I a.c:~k unanimous consent tore

port from the Committee on Naval Affairs, for consideration at this 
time, Senate bill No. 728, for t he relief of Martha ,J. Coston. 

The bill appropriates 13,000 to Martha J. Coston, in full of all 
claiiDB and demands upon the Government of the United States foJ.l. 
the use of the Coston signal-light. ~ 

Mr. HOLMAN. Before raising any question as to the propriety of 
considering this bill at this time and reserving all objections, I would 
be glad if the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ROBBINS] will 
have the report of the committe-e read. 

Mr. ROBBINS, of Pennsylvania. I have here the report of th6 
Senate committee on this bill, and I send it to the Cieri's desk to be 
read·. 

The CI~rk read the following -report of the Committee on N~val 
Affairs of the Senate : • 

This claim was considered by the House· Committee on Naval Affairs the la.~t 
Congress, and a bill reported for relief of petitioner, accompanied by report No. 
334, which is referred to as em bracing a statement of the facts in the case before us. 

Mrs. Coston is the widow of Benjamin F. Coston, the inventor of the telegta:phid 
night-si~nals1 which bear his name, an invention and system perfected by her sm.ce 
her husoand s death, and which was adopted and has been used by our naval and 
life-saving service for many years. 

In 1859 these signals were tested, and at the commencement of the war the De
partment made a proposition to the petitioner to sell to the Government the right 
to manufacture t.liese signals for the use of the Navy, and an appropriation for the 
purpose was passed, wbic.h she accepted. The officers of the Government found it 
difficult (if not impossible) to manufacture them to adva.nta"e, and .the Sacretary 
of the Navy requested Mrs. · Coston to undertake their manu¥a.oture for the Navy; 
and the price per set of twelve pieces was agreed upon at 14.50. This was in the 
11pring of 1861 ; the signals were delivered, and the price named was paid. The 
petitioner urged at that time. and now claims, that by reason of the increased cost 
of labor and materials sbe waa entitled to, and shou1d have received, an advance 
over and above tbe price stipulated. To this complaint, however, the Department 
would not listen, as the price had been fixed by agreement; and it is believed by 
the committee that she continued in the business of supplying theae signals to the 
Government almost, if not quite, without profit. · 

By law it was provided t.ho.t on contracts made previous to its passage the taxes 
and duties subsequently imposed should be paid by the purchaser, and when tho 
petitioner endeavored to obtain the amount of taxes from the Navy Departmen) 
she was met with the suggestion that no writren agreement could be found coR
tracting with her at the price named, therefore the law was not applicable to "her 
case. Near the close of the war the Department increased tho price of her sigRals 
to $6 per set, thus acknowled~ng the justice of her demand, but there were very 
few delivered after this perioa, and the increase did not covsr those already fu,r
nished. Subsequent to the time of entering into the agreement referred to tueA 
on manufacturer' a sales were imposed and had to be paid by the petitioner; ad. 
ditional duties were also levied on BOme of the articles enterin~ into these signals, 
the prices for labor almost doubled, and the chemicals used increased in cost from 
50 to 75 per cent., a.ud the certificates given her in payment were sold at a discount; 

The following letter from Rear-Admiral Smith is made a part of this nlport: 
W .AS~GTON, July 1, 1865. 

SIR: In regard to the reference from yon to me of Mrs. M. J. Coston's letter to 
yon of June 28 last, touching compensation to her for the Coston signals; I beg 
leave to 11ay that the arrangement for employing those signals was made in the Bu
reau of Detail in the 11pring of 1861, then in charge of Commodore Paulding; the 
price was agreed upon, as wtlll as I remember, at $-1.50 per set of twelve pieces. 
The signals were ful'nished as required, anti paid for at that price. . 

The wa.r greatly increased the cost of the 'materials, and con!!tlquently Mrs. Cos; 
ton petitioned for an increase of price on that before the war agreed upon. This 
wa..<J not granted, on the plea that tho price had been fixed. The delivery, receipt, 
and payment for the signals is ample evidence of that fact. • 

By the act of June 30, 1864, section 97, persons who shall have made any contract 
prior to the passage of said act are authorized to add to the prices thereof .so much 
money as will oo equivalent to the duty so subsequently imposed. Now, Mrs. 
Coston claims that tho price of the signals was fixed before the passage of the 
act referred to, and that she has a just claim upon the Government for the amount 
of the tax. 

The claim of Mrs. Coston for an 'increase of price on the signals, after the con
tingencies of the war bad greatly increased the cost of the materials, was just ancJ 
fair, in my opinion; as that request wa.s denied b:y the Ordnance Department, she 
is certainly entitled to the tax en the bills rendered. . , 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, , 
JOS. SMITII. 

Ron. GiDEON WELLES, • 
Secretary of the Navy, Wcuhingtltn, D. (}, 

The petitioner paid taxes, as per statement, f13,000, and if allo1red interest, would 
make her claim amount to some over f21,000. 

The committee, after careful examination of the papers before them, haye ax
rived at the same conclusi9n as the House committee of the Forty-third Congress, 
and recommend that Mrs. Coston be paid the snm of $15,000, in full satisfaction of 
her cl.a.im against the Government, and report the oocompanying bill and ask its 
pas.sage. 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ROBBINS, of Pennsylvania, moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and aho moved that the motion to recon
sider be laid on the table. . ~ 

The latter motion was Jl,greed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SiMPsoN, one of· their clerks, an
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 900) to continue the 
public printing; in which the concurrence of the House wasreq nested. 

PENSION BILLS REPORTED. 
Mr. JENKS, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Invalid 

Pensions, reported back, with a. favorable recommendation, Senate 
bills of the following titles; which were referred to the Committeo 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar: 

A bill (S. No. 539) to provide for an increase of pension in favor of 
:Martin.. Kelly; 

A bill (S. No. 599) granting a pension to Catharine A. Winslow, 
widow of the late Rear-Admiral John A. Winslow; 
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A bill (S. No. 73'i) granting a pension to Harrison H. Dodds; ancl 
A bill ( S. No. 35) equalizing pensions of certain officers in theN a vy. 
Mr. JENKS also, from the same committee, reported bills of the 

following titles; which were severally read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Privato Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying reports, ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. No.3 20) granting a pension to Clara L. Attleton; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3821) granting a pension to ·william Quintin; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3822) granting a pension to Samuel Mercer and 

Mary F. Mercer ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3823) granting a pension to Matilda and Mary 

Heymes; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3824) granting a pension to Reese Lammey; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3825) for the relief of Angelina Powers, of the 

County 9f Bradford, in the State of Pennsylvania; and 
A bill (H. R. No. 3826) granting a pension to Samuel A. Wilborne. 

DANIEL KAY. 

Mr~ JENKS also, from the same committee, reported back adversely 
the application of Daniel Kay for a pension ; which was laid on the 
table, an~ the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD BOOKER. 

· Mr. JENKS also, fmm the same committee reported back the bill 
(H. R. No. 1131) restoring to the pension-rolls the name of Edward 
Booker, of the county of Henry, State of Virginia, a soldier of the 
war of 1812, whose name was dropped from the rolls under the a-ct of 
February 4, 1862; and moved that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 
DRURY DUNAWAY •. 

Mr. JENKS also, from the same committee, reported ba-ck the peti
tion of Drury Dunaway for a pension, and moved that the committee 
be discharged from Hs further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ISABELLA J. BROWN. 

Mr. JENKS also, from the· same committee, reported back the peti
tion of Isabella. J. Brown, widow of Branson Brown, late a private 
in Company B, Ninth Illinois Infantry, and moved that the commit
tee be discharged from the further consideration of the same, aml th!l.t 
it be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF Al\IERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 

Mr. BANKS. The Committee on the Centennial Celebration, to 
whom was referred an invitation to the Speaker and members of the 
Honse to attend a celebration in this city of the one hundredth an
niversary of America.n Independence, hav~ directed me to submit the 
report which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
The Committee on the Centennial Celebration, to whom was referred a comruu. 

nication from John B. Blake, esq .. president of the Society of the Oldest Inhabitant~! 
of the District of Columbia, inviting the Speaker and members of the House of 
Representatil"es to attend their celebration of the cent~nnial anniversary of Amer. 
ican Independence in the city of Washington, respectfully report the following 
resolution: 

Ruolved, ·Tnat tho Speaker hE', and hereby is, authorized to appoint a committee 
of thirteen members to attend on the part of the House the celebration of the cen· 
tennial annivers:rry of A'mcricnn Iurlepenclence in the city of Washington by the 
Society of the Oldest Inhabitant:~ of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, this society hn.s for many years held 
celebrations of the anniversary of American Independence. It is a 
most respectable society, and I am confident that any committee 
which we may send will be properly received. 

The resolution reported by the committee WM adopted. 
Mr. BANKS. A memorial of employes of the Public Printing Office, 

aakin~ a furlough, without loss of wa~cs, to attend the centennial 
exposition, was referred to the · Committee on the Centennial Cele
bration, who have directed me to move that they be discharged from 
its further consideration and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The resolution I send up to the desk will embrace 

centennial celebration, which commences the even~ of the 3d. 
4th day of July is a national holiday by existing law. • 

·The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is objection insisted upon f 
Mr. HURLBUT. It is; we are going to stay here ourselves. 
Mr. O'NEILL. I think not. . 

The 

PICKRELL & BROOCKS. 

Mr. CABELL, from the Committee on War Clailll8, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 3827) for the relief of Pickrell and Broocks, of Virginia; 
which wa-s read a :first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM BUSllBY. 

Mr. CABELL also, from the same committee, reported back a bill 
(H. R. No. 740) for the relief of William Bosh by; which waareferred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the 
accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

EASTERN BAND CHEROKEE INDIANS. 

Mr. SCALES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported back 
a bill (H. R. No. 3209) to authorize the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
to receive lands in payment of judgment.s to eastern band of Chero
kee Indians with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs be, and is hereby, authorized and empowered to collect and 
receive in payment of the amount due on certainjndgments in favor 
of William Johnston and against William H. Thomas, now held by 
him in trust for the eastern band of Cherokee Indians of North Car
olina, the lands mentioned and described in the award of Rufus Bar· 
ringer, John H. Di11ard, and Thomas Ruffin, as a board of arbitrators, 
under date of October 23, 1874, upon which such judgments were a 
lien; such lands to be taken at their cash value, to be determined by 
an appraisal to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and con· 
veyed to the eastern band of Cherokee Indians in fee-simple; pro
vided that if the lands above mentioned shall not be sufficient in 
value to pay off and discharge said judgment, the Commissioner is 
authorized to receive such other lands as the said eastern band of In
dians may select, by and with the assent of the said Commissioner, to 
an amount sufficient to discharge the said judgment. 

:Mr. SCALES. I do not think there can be any objection to the 
passage of that bill. 

.Mr. RAINEY. I have a word to say on that bill. 
Mr. SCALES. It provides for the payment of certain judgments 

heretofore recovered on behalf of theN orth Carolina Cherokees a~ainst 
one William H. Thomas. He is almost insolvent except aa to lands. 
The Indian council have agreed they will take the lauds at a valua
tion to be appraised by persons appointed by themselves. It is already 
agreed upon between them, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
approves of it, and drew up a bill and sent it here to accomplish the 
purpose. r hope the bill will pa.ss. 

Mr. RANDALL. No bill of that kinu should pass the Honse with
out a fuller explanation than we have had. 

The SPEAKER pt·o tempo1'e. The gentleman did not object to the 
bill and it is now too late. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is still subject to the point of order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the bill appropriate any moneyf 
Mr. SCALES. It does not appropriate a cent out of the Treasnrs 

of the United States. 
Mr. HOLMAN. It does indirectly. 
Mr. RAINEY. It is to get rid of some worthless lands, giving t.hem 

in satisfaction of judgments held by these Indians. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is not exactly apprised as 

to the facts. The gentleman from North Carolina says the bill does 
not appropriate the public lands of the United Stat.es or money out 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not insist on the point of order. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and 

being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. SCALES moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. · 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
CONTUMACIOUS WITNESS. and cover that. I ask that it may be read to the Honse. 

Mr. BANKS. This is not connected with any other subject. 
it be referred to the Committee on Printin~. 

I move Mr. BOONE. I rise to a privileged question. I ask that the snb-
pama and return to it, as well as a telegram which I send up, be read 
for the information of the Honse. The memorial was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

GOVER..~ENT EMPLOYES. 

.Mr. O'NEILL. I ask unanimous consent to submit for adoption at 
this time the following joint resolution: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved by tlle Senate and House of Representatives in Oongress a.ssembkd, Thllt 

the 3d day of July, 1876, be observed ~sa natioual holiday, and the offices and De
partments of the Government be closed on that day as on the 4th day of July. 

Mr. HUR.LBUT. I object. 
:Mr. O'NEILL. The object of this joint resolution is to make the 

3d day of July of this centennial year, 1876, a national holiday, so 
that those in positions in the Departments at Washington and in 
Government offices elsewhere through the country may without loss 
of pay for that day go to Philadelphia, if they so desire, to join in the 

The Clerk read as follows : 
By authority of the House of R~presentatives of the Congress of the United States 

of America. 
To JOH.li G. TROl!PSON, EsQ., Sergeant-at-Arms, O"r his special messenger: 

You are hereby commanded to summon Colonel W. F . Shaffer to be and appear 
before the Expenditures in Int~rior Department Committee of t.ho House of Rep
resentatives of the United States, of which Hon. WILLIA...'l MUTCHLER is chair· 
man, in their chamber in the city of Washington, forthwith, then and there totes· 
tify touching matters of inquiry committed to said committee ; and he is not to de
part without leave of said committee. 

Herein fail not. and make return of this summons. 
Witness my hand and the seal of tho House of Representatives of tho United 

States at the Citv of Washington, this 1st day of June, 1876. 
lSEAL.] • M. C. KERR, Speaker. 

Att.est: 
GEo. M. ADAMS, Olt:rl:. 



• 
1876. CONGRESSIONAL REQORD-HOUSE. 4289 

RETURN. 

Subpoona for William F. Shaffer before the Committee on Expenditures in the 
Interior Department. Served .June 12, 9.30 p.m., personally, IJy r eading and by 
leaving copy. 

JNO. G. THOMPSON, 
Sergea-nt-at-Arms, H ouse of R epresentatives. 

DONAVIN. 
CIXCINNATI, Omo, June 1. 

To .JoHN G. THOMPSON, Sergeant-at-Arms, Washington Oit11: 
Subpoonaed Colonel William F. Shaffer at nine and a half o'clock p. m. He says 

he will proceed immediately to Washington when the convention is ov~r. 
S. K. l;>ONA VIN. 

Mr. BOONE. I desire to state that Colonel Shaffer is in default, 
not having made his appearance before the committee. I therefore 
send to the Clerk's desk a resolution for the adoption of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Whereas William F. Shaffer wa~. on the lOth day of .June, instant, duly sum

moned to appear and testifv before a standing committee of this House on the ex
penditures in the Interior Department, and has without sufficient cause neglected 
to appear before said committee pursuant to said summons: Therefore, 

ReiSolved, That the Speaker issue his warrant directed to the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
commanding him to take into custody the body of the said William F. Shaffer 
wherever to be found, and to have the same fo£thwith brought before the bar of 
the House, to answer for contempt of the authority of the House in thus failing to 
appear before said committee. 

Mr. BOONE. I desire to state that there is a matter before the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Interior Department which is a 
maUer of importance, and the evidence of Mr. Shafier in relation 
thereto we deem material and important. The commit-tee are of 
opinion that he does not desire to appear. I demand the previous 
question on the adoption of the resolut.ion. 

The previous question was seconded and the mnin question ordered; 
and under the operation thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BOONE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolut-ion 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
NEW MADRID LOCATIONS IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I ask unanimous consent to have put upon its 
passage at this time the bill (H. R. No. 100) granting legal titles to 
all New .Madrid locations in the State of Missouri for which patents 
have not heretofore been issued. 

Mr. HOLM.AN. Let the bill be reported. 
The bill was read. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I reserve the question of consideration on this bill 

until the gentleman from Missouri has made his statement in expla
nation of it. 

Mr. BlJCKNER. I hold in my hand a favorable report on this bill 
by the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The t5PEAKER pro tempo're. The Chair is informed by the Clerk 
that the bill is now in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I shall ask to have the Committee of the Whole 
discharged from its further considerat ion. 

The object of this bill is merely to oonvey the legal title to these 
Janus to the parties who have :m equitable title to them. This is 
necessary in consequence of the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States that the statute of limitations in any State does not 
begin to run in favor of a. party claiming under a title unless he has 
a patented title. That is the object of the bill. It does not convey 
a foot of land. The Government has conveyetl the title long a!To 
and the object of the bill is to give the legal title to these New M~u~ 
rid holders. As the law now is, under the decision of the Supreme 
Court a party may be in possession fifty years under one of these 
New Madrid location titles and yet cannot avail himself of the stat
ute of limitations. 

Mr. HOL~. Will the gentleman state why the patent does not 
issue t 

Mr. BUCKNER. That may be explained in this way: The certifi
cates issued under the act of Congress are regarded as good, legal 
~itles, and hence_t~ese parties make no e.fl'ort to get patents. Rely
mg upon the deCisiOns of our courts, they regard them as legal titles; 
and patents are never issued except on the application of the parties 
interested. The whole object of this bill is merely in the interest of 
peace, to stop litigation. There is nothing else in it, and I hope gen
tlemen will make no objection to it. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that the bill may be reported again. 
Mr. HOLMAN. What extent of land is affected by this bill f 
Objection was made to the present consideration of tho bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempare. Objection being made, the bill is not 

before the House. 
GEORGE GROVE. 

Mr. RAINEY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Inva
lid Pensions, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the 
bill (H. R. No. 3461) granting a pension to George Grove; and the 
same was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal
enuar, anu the accompanying report ordered to be printer!. 

SA..LE OF DESERT LANDS IN CA.LIFOR..~. 

1\fr. LANE. I am instructed by the Committee on Public Lands to 
1·eport, wi th amendments, the bill (H. R. No. 125) to provide for the 
sale of desert lands in Modoc and Siskiyou Counties, in California

1 
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and to ask unanimous consent that the bill, as amended, may be put 
upon its passage. 

Mr. PIPER. I object to the present consideration of the bill. 
l\1r. LANE. I withdr!t.w it. 

CHANGES O.i" REFERENCE. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTON, by unanimous consent, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged from the further con
sideration of the following bill and petitions; and the same were re
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

The bill (H. R. No. 3699} to increase the pension of Mrs. Louisa 
Kearney, widow of Lieutenant-Colonel James Kearney, corps of Topo
graphical Engineers, United States Army; 

The petition of Martha. Somerville, of Davidson County, Tennessee; 
and 

The petition of Anna Brasil, widow of David Brasil, sergeant in the 
revolutionary war. 

JA.MES O. ROBERTSON. 

Mr. SEELYE, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on In
dian Affairs, reported back, with 1\ favorable recommendation, the 
bill (H. R. No. 3210) for the relief of James 0. Robertson, esq.; and 
the same was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar. 

F. PROSH AND T. F. M1ELROY. 

Mr. GUNTER, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Pri
vate Land Claims, reported back House bill No. 3617,forthe relief of 
F. Prosh and T. F. McElroy, of Washington Territory ; and moved 
that the committee be discharged from its further consideration and 
that it be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 
MARION WILLSAPS. 

:Mr. GUNTER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3828) for the relief of Marion Willsaps; which was read a first lind 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or
dered to be printed. 

STEPHEN POWERS. 

Mr. McCRARY, by una.ni:rn_ous consent, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, with a favorable re_commendation, House bill 
No. 3332, for the relief of Stephen Powers; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accom
panying report ordered to be printed. 

UNITED STATES PRISOY.ERS. 

Mr. McCRARY. I am directed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
to report ~ack, with an amendment, Senate bill No. 435, to amend sec
tion 5546 of the Revised Statutes of the United States providing for 
imprisonment and transfer of United States prisoners, and to ask that 
the bill be now considered and passed. 

The bill provides that section 5546 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States shall be ameudecl to read as follows: 

SEc. 5546. All persons who have been, or who mny hereafter be, convicted of 
crime by any court of the United States, whose punishment is imprisonment in a 
district or Territory where, at the time of conviction, or at any time during the 
term of imprisonment, there may be no peuitentiary or jail suitable for the c.on
finement of convicts or available therefor, shall be confined during the te1m for 
whic11 they ba.ve been or may be sentenced, or during there idue of said term, in 
some suitable jail or penitentiary in a convenient State or 'l'erritory, to be desig
nat-ed by the Attorney-General, and shall be transported and delivered to the ward
en or keeper of such ,iail or penitentiary by the mar hal of the dishict or Tenitory 
where the conviction has occurred; and , if the conviction be bad in tho District of 
Columbia, the tran portation and delivery shall be by the warden of the jail of tltat 
District ; the re.1sonable actual expense of transportation. nece ary subsistence, 
and hire and transportation of guards and the marshal, or the warden of thejaiJ in 
the District of Columbia only to uepaid by the Attorney-General out of the jutllciarv 
fund. Bn t if, in the opinion of the A ttorne:v-General, the expense of tramportation 
from any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, in '\Thich there is no peuiten
tiary, will exceed the cost of maintaining them in jail in the State, Territory, or the 
District of ColumbL.1., during the period of their sentence, then it shall be lawful so to 
confine them therein for the period de ignated in their respective sentences. And 
such chango may be ordered in any case when, in the opinion of the Attorney-Gen
eral it is necessary for the preset-vation of the health of the prisoner, or when, in his 
opinion, the pla-co of confinement is not sufficient to seouro the custody of the pris
oner, or because of cruel or improper treatment: Provided, howevi'T, That no chancre 
shall be made in the case of any prisoner on the ground of the unhealthiness of the 
prison, of because of his treatment, after his conviction and during his term of im
pri onment, unless such change shall be applied for by snch prisoner, or some one 
m his behalf. 

The amendment reported from the Committee on the Judiciary was 
to strike out the words "such change" before the words "may be 
ordered in any case," and to insert in lieu the words "the place of 
imprisonment;" also in the same line to strike out the word "ordered" 
aud to insert the word" changed;" so that it will read: ''and the 
place of imprisonment may be changed in any case when, in the opin
IOn of the Attorney-General," &c. 

Mr. LORD. Is it in order to pass bills now against the unfinished 
business of yesterday, whi~ bas precedence this morning f 

The SPEAKER pm ternpoTe. Only by unanimous consent. 
1\lr. McCRARY. This bill has bean rend, and it will take but a 

moment more to pass it~ 
Mr. LORD. I desire to give notjce that I shall object to any other 

bill or any ot.her business except bills for reference. 
The amendment reported from the Committee on the J udicinry was 

agreed to. 
The bpl, .~~ amended, wa-s then read a third time, and passed. 
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Mr. McCRARY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GOODIN. I desil·e to make a parliament:try inquiry of the 
Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 
Mr. GOODIN. What is the regular order for this hour! 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order is the unfinished 

business at the adjournment of yesterday's session: the Geneva award 
b~ . 

Mr. GOOD~. To-day being Friday, does not the consideration of 
the Private Calendar take precedence f 

The SPEAKER pro ternpore. In the order made for the consider
ation of the Geneva award bill no exception was made in regard to 
private-bill day; it is a continuing order, for Friday as well as for 
any other day. 

Mr. LORD. I desire to state that after the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. FRYE] shall have concluded his remru:ks (he being compelled 
to leave the Hall this morning) I will not antagonize a motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

CLERK OF REAL-ESTATE-POOL COMMITTEE. 

Mr. POWELL, from the Committee of Accounts reported the fol
lowing resolution ; which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on Investigation of the Real-Estate Pool 
and Jay Cooke & Co.'s Indebtedness be, and they are hereby, allowed to retain the 
services of a clerk from the day of last appointment to the 15th day of July, 1876. 

Mr. POWELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
CLERK OF POST-OFFICE COMMITTEE. 

Mr. POWELL, from the Committee of Accounts, also reported the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Re~wloed, That the clerk of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads be, 
and he is hereby, allowed $5 per day from the 1st day of April, 1876, instead of $4 
per day, as heretofore allow6d. 

Mr. POWELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latoor motion was agreed to. 
GENEVA AWARD. 

Mr. LORD. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER Jn'O tempore. The regular order is thA considerl'\tion 

of the bill (H. R. No. 2685) reported by the Committee on the Ju
diciary for the distribution of the unappropriated moneys of the Ge
neva award, on which the gentleman from Maine [Mr. FRYE] is en
titled to the :floor. 

Mr. MILLS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. Is there any limit 
fixed to the discussion of this Geneva award bill f It seems t.o be en
grossing the whole time of the House to the exclusion of all other 
bnsiness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not a parliamentary inquiry. 
:Mr. :MILLS. I ask whether debate on this bill is unlimited f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is no limitation except such as 

may be fixed by the action of the House. 
Mr. MILLS. Then I move that all debate on this subject be closed 

after to-day, if that is a proper motion. 
Mr. LORD. I have not yielded the :floor for any such purpose. 
Mr. MILLS. I desire to have some limit fixed to the debate. I 

would like to have the question put on my motion. 
Mr. FRYEr I believe I have the :floor. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 

FRYE] yield for the motion of the gentleman from Texas T 
Mr. FRYE. No, sir; there are several other gentlemen who want 

to speak. 
Mr. MILLS. I do not propose to stop debate now, but after to

day. 
Mr. FRYE. I understand that the gentleman from New York-, [Mr. 

LORD,] who has charge of this bill, proposes as soon as I get through 
to yield, that the House may go into Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. l\Iy reason for going on now is th:J.t I am obliged 
to leave, owing to the condition of my health. 

Mr . .MILLS. I do not wish to interfere with the gentleman's speech, 
or any other speech that may be made to-day ; but I desire that we 
may have some time to attend to other business. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Speaker, the conclusions at which your commit
tee have arrived can be sustainei no more forcibly than by a brief 
recital of the causes of complaint of our G8vernment against Great 
Britain, the attendant circumstances, the negotiations, the treaties 
proposed, the proceedings before the tribunal agreed upon, the award, 
and the action of Congress relating to its distribution. 

Our country was in the midst of a terrible civil war, section arrayed 
against section, the Republic struggling for life, and that life in im
minent danger; then, when the confederacy had no navy, not a single 
ship of war, no harbor of refuge, no ports open, no ship-ynrds, no 
docks, no prize com'ts, nothing appertaining to a naval power what-

soe-yer, ca;me the ~errible news t~~t Great Britain had recognized 
~heir belli"~rent rights-a recogmtwn unexpected, unauthorized, un
JUst., and wicked, made for the purpose of humiliating if not destroy
ing us. S:1.ys Revenly Johnson in his dispatch to Mr. Seward: 

The history ?f the wo!ld furnishes no insta~ce. of so speedy a recognition in the 
case of revolutiona.r.v efforts to subvert an existing government. At the time it 
was made the insurgents had no port within whicli to build a. ship of war larg-e or 
small, or the power to get her out i£ she was built. Nor had they anyport to which 
~ey _could carry any ~hlp that they might capture as prize of war for condemna. 
tion m a. court of a.dmrralty. 

The proclamation granting these rights was issued just before our 
minister, Mr. Adams, had been received by the British government. 
At his first interview he s'\id: 
. I m~st be permitted t() express ~e gre~t regret I had .felt on learning the decis. 
ton to 1asue the Queen's proclamation, which at once ra1sed the insurO'ents to the 
level of a bellijrerent state. * * * It pronou.nced the insurgents io ... be n. b llig
erent state before they had ever shown their capacity to maintain anv kind of war
fa~ ~hateve~. * *. * It con •idered them a maritime power hefore 'they had ev r 
exbtb1too a smgle p'rlvateeron the ocean.-Correspondence co?lcerning claims against 
fhpat Britain, volume 1, pages 183, 184. 

Soon after it was known m W asbington, our Government wrote to Mr. Adams : 
"The whole American people, so far as they are American , are shocked ofitmded 
and disgusted with declarations ef neutrality by the British governmm:{t.''-Ibid.', 
page202. · 

What wM the result! In June, 1861, the Sumter escaped from the 
:Mississippi, and destroyed the ship Golden Rocket the 3d of J nly. She 
was insured. The underwriters refused to pay, and the courts sus
tained the refusal. In October following the Na hville escaped. At 
this time our ships were in every sea, in all the ports of the world, 
freighted with the productions of every country, bearing the fortunes 
of thousBnds of our citizens. The intense alarm of our merchants and 
ship-owners can at this late dav hardly be realized. The hawk 
hovers over the chickens, and the'hen gathers them under her wing. 
Whither could our scattered ships :flee for protection! The wing of 
the Government was powerless to cover them. But how fared the e 
cruisers! They were at once welcomed in every British port; their 
officers feted, their sailors ma<le heroes of, their achievements glo
rified. Such encouragement bore its legitimate fruit. A few more 
vessels escaped from confederate ports-the Boston, J e:ff. Davis, Sallie, 
and Retribution-doing, however, but little damage. EnO'lish ship
yards became busy, a.nd th~ ]!~lorida, the Alabama, the G~orgia, the 
Tallahassee, the Chickamauga, and the Shenandoah, built in those 
yards, equipped, provisioned, and manned in English ports, were soon 
preyinguprm American commerce. Several of these cruisers were never 
in a confederate port during the war. The destn1ction of our ship
ping was immediate and the effect upon our commerce terrible. For 
years we had been increasing our ocean tonnage immensely-from 1830 
to 1840, 60 per cent.; from 1840 to 1850, 75 per cent.; from 18.'10 to 1860, 
60 per cent., and in 1861 had reached our highest point, having afloat 
2,700,000 tons, and occupying the second place among the nations of 
the earth in the extent of ocean tonnage. A few years more of such 
ad vance would have given us the proud position of mistress of the ea s. 
Perhaps England saw this, feared it, and those cruisers were only 
doing her will. From 181:)1 to 1866 more than a million tons of this 
shipping wa~:~lost to us; more than one hundred thot1sand were bm'Ded 
by English cruisers, sailing under the confederate :flag, and more than 
nine hundred thousand sought protection under fm·eign :flags, princi
pallyunderthatofEngland. Thevalneoftha.tremainingwascripplcd 
'ly the perils ft·om cruisers, the risk of sailing under our flag being so 
J:eat as to drive a large proportion of the carrying trade into forei!!Il 
b~ttoms . Our prestige was gone, our· commercial ]'lower broken, a~d 
England was without a rival. 'Vho can estimate the gain to her, ac
·qnired by her WTong to us! 

As might well be supposed, all the loyal people of our country were 
deeply, profoundly indignant, incensed at England's com-se. Thev 
saw their commercial power broken; their citizens, entitled to pro- · 
tection, deprived of it; their war prolonged; thousands of precious 
lives lost on both sides; an immense debt incurred, to be an enduring 
burden to them and to their children, all largely the 1·esult of this 
reckless, unfriendly, and wicked recognition of belligerent ri?.hts. 
There was a deep-seated and universal determination that Gr at 
Britain should be compelled to answer for what we charged upon her 
as her crime; and when the war was over, with our immen 'e Navy, 
our Army composed of hnnurcdsof thousands of veteransolUiers, our 
whole people inspired with this intense feeling of unrequited wrong, 
war with England was indeed imminent. Bet our leading mHitary 
officers and our statesmen counseled peace. A war bet.ween two snch 
nations would be a fearful calamity, destructive not only to them, but 
to the interests of the civilizetl world. Negotiations were commenced, 
the Clarendon-Johnson treaty was propo ed, and . so earnestly and 
ably opposed by Hon . .Mr. Sumner that the United States Senate re
jected it. What was the opposition to itT That it failed to provicle 
for reparation to our citizens! B.v no means. In this it was ample, 
certain, and complete. Rever<ly Johnson said of it: 

This question (the alleued unauthorized recognition of belligerent rights,) as well 
as the question whether thls (the English) government had observed their neutral 
obligations in suffering the AJabama and other vessels to be built and e cape from 
their ports. will be both before the commission and the umpire. That their de· 
cision will be in favor of the United States I do not doubt, The reasons for this 
conviction I will brtetly state: First, the recognition of belligerent ri,.•hts. 

Upon this ground, thAn, independent of the question of proper diligence, the 
obligation of Great Bdtain to meet tho losses seems to me to be mo t apparent. 
* * * I am satisfied that if the convention ~oes into operation every do !Jar due 
on what are known as tho Alabama. claims will be recovered.-J ohnson to Sel/Jard, 
Message and Docunumts, Department of State, part 1, 1868 and 1869, pagoe 411. 
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\Ve could trace all our commercial disasters, all the losses and dam

a.ges to our citizens on the seas, directly to this precipitate recognition 
of belligerency. Our Government maintained this view, and said, 
October 5, 1863: 

" The successh·e preparations of hostile naval ex:veditions in Great Britain are re
gardt1d bore asfruitR of that injudicious proclamation." (Page 270.) And .January 
6, 1 64: •• On our 1lart we trace all the evils to an unnecessary and, as we think, an 
anomalous recogmtion by Her Majesty's government." * * * (Page 273.) 

In a formaluote to the British government dated May 20, 1865, our Government 
maintained: . 

First. That the act of reco~tion * * * was precipitate and unprecedented. 
Second. That it bad the effect of creating these parties belligerents irlter the rec

ognition, instead of merely acknowledging an exiBting fact. • * • 
Fourth. That during the whole courBe of the stru<rgle in America, of nearly font· 

years in duration, there has been no appearance of the insurgents as a belligrrent 
on the ocean excepting in the shape of British vessels, constructed, equipped, sup
plied, manned, and armed in British ports. * * * 

Seventh. That the failure to check this flagrant abuse of neutrality, * • * 
with the aid of tho recognition of their belligerent character, has resulted in the 
burnin%! ~d destro_ving on the ocean a large number of merchant ve sols and a. 
very large amount of property belonging to the people of the United States. 

* * * * ~ 
Ninth. That tho injuriel! thus received are of so grave a nature as in reason and 

justice to constitute a valid claim for repa1-ation and indemnification. 

Again, .January 23 and February 5, 1862: "We are embarrassed by the attitude 
of the .British government in regard to the entertainment it gives in its ports to 
pir-ates engaued • " * in des~oying our national commerce. • * * It is easy 
to seo that thls is the effect of a p1·emature recognition of the insurrection as en
titled to bellil}erent rights."-(Page 2~.) .And February27: "For our own part, we 
must remain 10 the belief that tho cause and the only cause of all the misapprehen
sions and embarrassments which have occurred, affecting the two countries, was an 
unnecessary and premature con0088ion of belligerent rights to the insurgents."
(Page 226.) 

Johnson, Seward, Adams, Sumner, in fact all of our eminent public 
men, held to this doctrine, aml all agreed in the assertion that the 
Clarendon-Johnson treaty admitted this premature recognition of 
belligerency as the basis of our claims, and that under it our citizens 
suffering damage from inculpa.ted and exculpated cruisers, by destruc
tion of their vessels, their cargoes, payment of war premiums or 
otherwise, would be fully indemnified. Then to right the wrongs of 
cit.izens nothing more was required. But Mr. Sumner insisted that 
while it did amply secure the citizen it failed entirely in repairing 
the national wrongs. It opened no door for any claim for prolong~ng 
the war, for money expended in the pursuit of cruisers, for driving 
our commerce from the seas, for damages to the nation of in:fini tely 
greater ·importance than the destruction of private property by con
federate cruisers. For such reasons the Senate refused to ratify this 
treaty, and the ample remedies it a:fi"orded for our citizens were lost, 
but the reasons for the rejection impressed our people and they 
acquiesced. We gave no release; our purpose continued firm and 
unalterable to demand and to receive from Great Britain redress. 
The President, in December, 1870, calls the att.ention of Congress to 
the matter, in his message, as follows: 

I regret to say that no conclusion has been reached for the adjustment of the 
claims against Great Britain, growing out of the course adopted by that govt-rnment 
during therebellion."JM cabinet of London, so far as its views have been ex
pressed. does not appear to be willing to concede that Her Majesty's government 
was guilty of any nc>gligence, or ditl or permitted any act during the war by which 
tho United States has just cause of complaint. Our firm and unalterable convic
tions are directly the reverse. I therefore recommend to Conl\ress to authorize the 
appointment of a commission to take proof of the amount anu ownership of these 
several claims on notice to the representatives of Her M9Jesty at Washinrrton, and 
tlutt authority be given for the settlement of these claims by the Unitefi States, so 
that tho Government shall have the ownership of the private claims, as well as the 
re~ponsible control of all the demands against Great B1itain. 
It cannot be necessary to add that, whenever Her Majesty's government shall en

tertain a desire for a full and friendly adjustment of these claiills, the United States 
will enter upon their consideration with an earnest desire for a conclusion consist
ent with the honor and dignity of both nations. 

This aroused Great Britain and negotiations were commenced in 
1871, which resulted in the treaty of Washington. Arbitrators were 
mutually agreed upon. The United States appeared as plaintiff, En
gland as defendant. What did the counsel for the plaintiff claim 
before this august tribunal f 

1. Claims for direct losses growing out of the destruction of vessels 
and their cargoes by the insurgent cruisers. 

2. The national expenditures in pursuit of those cruisers. 
:1 The loss in the tmnsfer of the AmeTican commercial marine to 

the British flag. 
4. The enhanced payment of insurance. 
5. The prolongation of the war and the addition of a large sum to 

its cost, &c. 
'Vere the whole of these claims seriously maintained f Undoubt

edly, and bad been from the beginning. The proofs of this are con
clusive. When this case became known in England the whole nation 
seemed to have been suddenly stricken by madness. The statesmen, 
the press, and the people clamored, raved, denounced, and denied. 
Time wore away. The final hearing was approaching, and once more 
an earnest effort was made to reconcile the differences. An addi
tional stipulation was proposed to the Senate, as follows: 

Whereas both governments adopt for the future the principle that cla.ims for re. 
mote or indirect losses should not be admitted as the result of failure to ob erve 
neutral obligations, so far a.s to declare that it will hereafter guide the conduct of 
both government-s in their relations with each other: Now, therefore, in consider· 
ation thereof, tLe President of the United States, by and with tho advice and con· 
RAnt of the ~enate ther'lof, consents that he will make no claim, on the part of the 
Unitefl Stat~s. in respect of indirect losses, as aforesaid, before the tribtmal of ar-
bitr:J,tion at Geneva. · 

• 

I 

Congress adjourned before any conclusion was arrived at. In the 
mean time these rules had been agreed upon, adopted by both nations 
for the government of the arbitrators: 

A neutral government is bound-
First., to use due diligence to prevent the :fitting out, armin~, or~uippingwithin 

its jurisdiction of any vessel which it has reasonable ground to beheve is intended 
to cruise or to carry on war against a power with which it is at peace; and also to 
use like diligence to preYent the departure from itR jurisdiction of anv vessel in
tended to crwse or carry on war as above, such vessel ba ving been specially adapted, 
in whole or in part. within such jurisdiction to warlike use. 

Secomlly, not to permit either belligerent to mako use of its ports or waters as 
the ba e of naval operations against the other, or for tho purpose of the renewal or 
augmentation of military SU,{>plies or arms, or the recruitment of men. 

'fhirdly, to exercise due ililigenco in its own ports and waters, and as to all per
sons within its jurisdiction, to prevent any violation of the foregoing obligations 
and duties. 

The 15th of June was fast approaching, when our Government must 
present final argument or lose their hold on the treaty. An adjomn
ment was proposed, was had, from the 15th to the 1Vth of June; con
sultations were held, dispatches sent and received, until the tribunal 
announced that, after careful consideration, in their opinion the 
claims of the Unit-ed States for, first, the losses in the transfer of the 
American commercial marine to the British flag; second, the enhanced 
payment of insurance; and, third, the prolongation of the war, &c., ' 
must be excluded. Then the case proceeded at once to final hearing. 
I wish to call your attention to certain dispatches and communica- · 
tions caJculated to throw light upon tills :finding. 

April 2, 1872, the Secretary of State wrote to General Schenck: 
Neither the Government of the United States, nor, so far as I can hear, any con

siderable number of the A.meriean people, have ever attached much importance to 
the indirect claims, or have ever expect~d or desired any aw:u-d of dama_ges on their 
account. ~ • * In the correspondence I have gone as far as prudence would 
allow in intimating that we neither desired nor expected any pecuniru7 award, and 
that we should be content with an award that a state is not liable m pecuniary 
damages for the indirect results of a. failure to observe its neutral obligations. It 
is not the interest of a country situate as are the United St.<ttes, with their large 
extent of sea-coast, a small Na-ry, and a small internal police, to have it est..<tblishcd 
that a nation 1s liable in damages for the indirect, remote, or consequential results 
of a failure to observe its neutral duties.-Tiie correJ>pondence respect·i.ng the Geneua 
Arbitration, page 63. . 
It is not for their interest to exaggerate the responsibilities of neutrals, but only 

in the sense of their action in this respect throughout their whole national life-time 
to restrain the :fi.eltl of arms and enlarge that of peace.-Argumen.t of Counsel. at 
Ge·neva, Papers, ~c., volume 3, page 2~. 

" * * It is not the inwrest of a country situate as are the United States, with 
their large extent. of sea· coast, a small Navy, and :t smaller internal police, to have it 
established that a nation isliaule in damages, &c. * * * This Government ex
pects to be in the future, as it has been in tbe past, a neutral much more of the time 
than a belligerent. 

HAMILTON FISH. 
-Papers, ~c., volume 2, page 476. 

The United States have had occasion to look practically on both sides of the ques
tion, and therefore sOmetimes t~ assert neutral duties, while more generally assert· 
ing neutral rights and the policy of peace, to such extent and un<ler such circum
stances as to have rendered the United States the champion of neutral rights. 
* * * 

HAMILTON FISH. 
-Papers, &c., volume 4, pages 548, 549. 

Again Mr. Schenck says: . 
I think the principle declared in this artirle for future observance between the 

two nations is one which, if settled and maintained, must be of inestimable ad
vant-age to the United States. With our chances of being generally neutral, when 
Great Britain and the other European states are belligerent, the benefits of the 
rule are to be principally and oftenest ours. Our continental position. our extended 
sea-coast, our numerous ports, t·he enterprising character of our citizens, and the 
difficulty of restraining their spirit of aclventure, surely make the rule that 
would thus be establishe<l more valuable and more favorable to the United States 
than to perhaps any other country. 

Immediately the opinion of the tribunal was assented to
[Telegram No.ll4, Mr. Fish to General Schenck and Mr. Davis.] 

* * * Tbe President directs me to say that be accepts the declaration of the 
tribunal, as its judgment upon a 11.uestion of puLlic law, which he felt that the in
terests of both governments reqwred shoulcl be decided. k * * This is the at
tainment of an end which this Government had in view in the -putting forth of 
those claims. We had no desire for a. pecuniary reward, but dcsu·ed an expres
sion by the tribunal as to the liability of a neutral for claims of that character. 

FISH. 
-Papers, ~., volume 2, page 578. 

Letter of Ron. E. R. Hoar, one of the commissioners. 
America's stat.esmen, in charge of her case, were neit-her narrow-minded nor 

short-sighted. They realized that this was the golden opportunity to gain advan
tage not only for our nation, but for nll nations, :tdvnntage compared with which 
any amount of mero money indemnity would be insignificant Our policy, so 
wisely inaugurated by Washington, had always been to avoid complications with 
foreign powers, and to be strictly neutral in foreign wars. Hence we had been the 
champion of the rights of neutrals, which England bad babituaJly infringed upon 
or disregardecl. As expressed by our counsel at Geneva, both the sentiments and 
the interests of the United States, their history and their future, have made and 
will make them the principal advocates and defenders of the right of neutrals, 
before all the world. * * * The world needed, and it was especially the interest 
of the United States, to have not only the privileges but the obligations of neutrals 
well-defined and established. They therefore wisely insisted that the tribunal 
should give its judgment on these claims. 

They placed the facts and the cill.ims before the tribunal, hopin~.tha.t they would 
be regarded "as a reason why a gross sum should be awarded wnich should be an 
ample and liberal compensation for our losses by captures and burnings, withont 
goin .. into petty details." * * * They were aware, too, that the injuries which 
En~fand had inflicted on the United States were such as money could not pay for, 
anu though "regretted" by England in the treaty, would never be forgotwn by 
Americans. * .. * They knew that what Richard Cobden had said during the 
debate in the English Parliament in regard to the Georgia was true, that we "have 
a sea-coast on the A.tlantic and anothOI· on tho Pacific; that however vigilant, loyal, 
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antl trne to its principles the American Government might be when England should 
b~ at war, if American nature be human nature, that out of their numerous and 
alruo t inaccessible creeks and corners there will be persons to send forth fleet 
steamers to proy upon her commex:ce ; t,bat many Americans will think it. an act of 
actual patriotism to do so." • • • They therefore offered to accept. a new role: 
"TI:3t both governments adopt for the future the principle that chums for remote 
or indirect losses Rhould not be admitted as the result of failure to observe neutral 
obligations, * " * as the consideration for, and as a final settlement of, the 
thrco claRI!es of the indirect claims put forth in the case of the United States."
Short History of Long Negotiatiom. 

From these citations from the history of the transaction the con
clusion is ine"'itable that both countries assented in advance to this 
finding of the arbitrators, thus saving the treaty and solemnly set-
tling certain great principles of international law. · 

It is further evident that our conn try was pre-eminently satisfied wit.h 
what had been accomplished up to this time. The premature recog
nition of belligerent 1·ights bad been waived by us, and thus we had 
been saved from being placed under guardianshlp for all the future. 
The three rules had been established, and we should have the benefit 
of them forever. 

Indirect claims bad been solemnly adjudicated arTainst, and in all 
wars to come between other nations, we, being neutraY, should reap the 
ad van tag e. The gain to us in all tills was immense, hardly to be cal
culat.ed in money. What we had 1 st, or what we had paid for these 
advantages, I will come to by and by. Thus the obstacles having 
been removed, the great trial was proceeded with, proofs were pre
sented, arguments heard, and finally this judgment entered up : 

The tribunal, by a m~jority of four votes to one, awards to the United States the 
sum of $15,500,000 in gold, as the indemnity to be paid by Great Britain totbe United 
States for the satisfaction of aU t.be claims referred to the decision of the tribunal. 

Precedent to this ftnding, the nation for its own benefit gave up the 
claim for premature recognition of belligerent rights, insisted npon 
and finally compelled the adoption of the three rules, under which 
the tril.mn'al held that proof of negligence was actual notice to the 
offending government, not knowledge of the people, not notoriety, 
not constructive notice, and enabled England to escape from dam· 
}lges caused by all the other crnisers except the .Alabama, the Fl?r

/ida, and the Shenandoah after Melbourne. Our Government for 1ts 
own benefit consented to the preliminary finding of the arbitrators, 
thus excluding from their further consideration the national claims 
and the increased premiums of insuranco as indirect. Clearly she 
had a right to barter her own claims for benefits to herself, and the 
exchauge was pecuniarily satisfactory, for she received more than a 
quid pro quo. But did she deliberately sacrifice the claims of her 
suftering citizens to the same end without any purpose of compensa
tion to them f · Had she a moral right to do so f .Allow me to quote 
from the able report of the Judiciary Committee of the Forty-third 
Congress: 

Having for its own interest withdraWn from the arbitrators the " cause and only 
cause of the evil," thus leaving the tribunal without evidence of that liability of 
En~ land which the United States bad over and over again in every diplomatic form 
inslSted upon, is not the United States estopped from denying reparation to its citi
zens. based upon the finding of a tribunal t~ which, for ita own purposes, it would 
nots'ubmit the evidence Y Indeed, by so doing, did not our Go"\"ernment assume this 
cla::~s of losses of its citizens '#-Report House Rtpresentatives Jud,ciary Committee, 
page7. 

I submit, sir, that it ·appears conclusively our country had no such 
unjust purpose. On the contrary, it deliberately and carefully pro
vided for such contingency. 

This letter of instructions shows it: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

W<Uhington, Deumber 8, 1871. 
GENTLEME~: The Presitlent having appointed you the counsel of the United 

States in th.e matter submitted to the tribunal of arbitration, to meet in Geneva, * 
* • it becomes necessary to give you briefly the President's instructions on the 
subject of your duties. * * * 

'l'boPresident desires to have the subject discussed as one between the two goveT$
ments, and he directs me to urge upon you strongly to secure, if possible, the award 
of a sum in gross. In the discussion of this qnest.ion, and in the treatment of the 
entire case, you will be careful not to commit 1 he Government as to the disposition 
of what may be awarded. * * * It is possible that there may be duplicate claims 
for some of' the property alleged to have been captured or destroyed, as in the cases 
of insurers :llld insured. The Government wishes to hold itself free to decide as to the 
nghts and claims o.finsurers, upon the termination of the case. If the value of the 
property captured or destroyed be recoved in the name of the Governmen~ the 
distribtttum of the amount recovered will be made by this GovP.rnment, without c01n· 
mittal as to the mode of dist·ribution. It is expected that all such committal will be 
avoided in the argument of counsel. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, . 
HAMILTON FISH. 

Hon. CALEB CusHING, WILLI.All M. EVARTS, and M. R. W AJTE. 

.Again and again our Government insisted that the award should, if 
J>Ossible, be for a gross sum. Why these instructions, why thisanxietyf 
Clearly assessors would have relieved the Government and the Con
gress from all care and responsibility in the premises; why then seek 
to avoid an assessment aR provided for in the treaty f There can be 
but one answer. Our Government, having for its own good sac
rificed certain claims of its citizens, held itself morally responsible to 
those citizens, and, that it might distribute this award equitably to 
real sufferers, insisted upon a. sum in gross and upon its right to dis
pose of it without any limitation. 

Is there anything in the amount of the award, in the manner of 
arriving at it, antagonistic to this view f Can any man tell upon 
what figures it was based f 

.Again allow me to cite authorities: 
. It does not appear in the prorocols how the arbitrators arrived at this amount. 

I am informed that it ~as reached by mutual concessions. The neutJ.·al arbitrators 

and Mr. Adams from the beginning of the proceedinf!s were convincecl of the pol
icy of awarding a sum in gross. * * * Wo therefore de"\"oted our energies 
toward seeming such a sum as should be practically an indemnity to tbe snficn,rs. 
Whether we have or· ba.\'O not been successful can be determined only by the final 
division of the sum.-Mr. Dav1s's Report. volume 4, page 8. 

How the amount of the award obtained at Gen va was made up, what preci e 
species of losses it was intended to cover, or even bow the interest was computed 
is not known, and a caref11l study of the opinio1·8 of the several arbitrat~rs bas 
shown us that it was not intended to be known outside of the tribunal itself. (Opin· 
ion of the Court of Alabama Claims, Williams va. The United States.) 

.Again, by the terms of t.he a.ward, the sum to be paid was to be a 
settlement in full, now and forevm·, of all the claims r ferred. Under 
the treaty all the claims I have heretofore alluded to were so referred. 
It makes no difference that some were decided against for the rea
sons given; they were none the less referred and forever settled by 
the judgment given: 

The high contracting parties engage to consider the result of the proceedings of 
the tribunal of arbitration * * .. as a full, perfect, and final eettlement. of all 
the claims hereinbefore referred to; and further engage that every SU('h c1'lim • 
• * shall be considered and treated as finally settleu, barred, and henceforth in· 
admissible.-Treat;l/ of Washington, article 11. And in accordance with the terms 
of arricle llllf the &'l>id trraty, t.be tribunal declares that "all the claims ref rred 
to in the treaty as submitted to the tribunal are hereby fully, perfe..tly, and finally 
setUed.''-Decilfim and Award Papers, etc., volume 4, page 53. 

Now, sir, the conclusion seems to me inevitable that tl1is money paid 
over by Great Britain i!i to be disposed to sufferers on the seas, in the 
discretion qf Congress. That the Forty-third Congress adoptec.l this 
view is clearly apparent from the provision's made for insurance com
panies. The bill allows them t.o receive their net losses can eel by all 
confederate cruisers. There is no limitation to the three named by 
the tribunal, the .Alabama, the Florida, and the Shenandoah after 
Melbourne. If the strict constructionist is right, then Congre s has 
already violated the terms of the award as much as it would have 
done if it had actually made the distribution our act, under considera
tion, provides for. So, too, the court created by that bill has shown 
its entire independence of the tribunal; for it has already gi veu j udg
ment in cases where the names of the claimants, the claimfl, the names 
of the ships destroyed were never suggested to or heard of by the 
arbitrators. If we are to be bound strict,Iy by the tribunal, if the 
Government was the agent of claimants, their attorney, by what right 
does it provide for any claimant whatsoever who did not plead eo 
nomine in that august court f Sir, the conclusions are inevitable. 
England recklessly a.nd wickedly did us a grievous wron~. Our citi
zens, outraged, damaged, thousands of them ruined, wtthout legal 
redress, without power to compel England to right their wrongs, ap
pealed to their Government. The nation as such appeared before a 
tribunal ngreed upon as plaintift" against Great Britain as defendant, 
urged uationaland individual claims; for their own advantage yielded 
the greater portion of their claim, prosecuted the balance to final 
judgment, recovered 15,500,000, has already paid out about eight 
millions to sufferers, and uow holds the balance to be distributed, in 
the discretion of Congress, to ot,her sufferers. 

.And here allow me to place in the scales the admirable opinion of 
the court in Williams vs. The United States: 

Let not the proper attitude of the claimant to the fund for di tribution be mis
untlerstooll. Whatever his loss may have been, be bad not the power to oht.ain 
c~mpensation from Great Britain by his own act. Her army anll navy woultl have 
proved uncomfortable obstacleii in his way to her treasury. Just here the Go,·ern
ment of the United States took up his case, and b.v the exercise of its powers as a 
sovereign, after years of patient labor, by tho highest skill in diplomacy, without 
the lo !I of blqod or treasure, obtained the wholo amount due for the depredations 
complruncd of, thus achieving a triumph which may, in the progress of cnrilization, 
take a higher rank than the profoundest achievements in arms. How the a1Uount 
of the award obtained at Geneva was made up, what precise species of Io ses it was 
intended to cover, or oven bow t.be interest was computed is not known. aml a care· 
ful tucly of the opinions of the several arbitrators bas shown us that it wal:l not in· 
tended to bo 1.-nown outside of the tribunal itself. The Government of the Unitell 
States accepted the sum awarded in full settlement of all the claims comprchen~ed 
in the terms of the treaty, and soon afterward Con~esspassedtheactprovidingforit.s 
distribution among the claimants, which is to be our chief guide in theactual work 
of distribution. It is clear that the Government had the right to pre rille the 
term on which claimants should present their claims. They were not st:I·ong enough 
to com~el payment of the money by Great Britain, and when this Government ob· 
taine1ht tho cl.a.imants had no legal rights to it, except that which this GoveJDment, 
by its own acts, chose to accord. They must, therefore, take their respcstive shares 
of it, suQject to all the conditions which the Government has thCJugbt tit to appoint, 
or not take them at all. 

Now, what shall be done with this balance of twelve millions T 
'The gentleman from Ohio says, cover it into the Treasury of the 
United States. What an act of piracy! The wrongs inflicted by 
England would pale in the presence of so much greater wrongs in
flicted by the Republic upon it own citizens who suffered largely 
l)ecause they loved the flag of their country. Why so cover it into 
the Treasury t Because the war was prolonged, the cost increased, 
large sums expended in destroying cruisers for the purpose of pro
tecting our commerce. To be sure, But the Government deliberately 
bargained all this and received for it an immense price-ample, com
plete satisfaction. Who questions its rirrht to do as it please with 
its own f But, haviug thus disposed of it, stan it wickedly stealit back 
from its citizens who as such helped pay it, and thus not only refuse 
them protection and redress, but take from them the pittance tl1e 
mercy of Great Britain awarded them f The proposition is too mon
strous to argue, too outrageous t.o consider, too absurc.l to di ens . 

Now, sir, the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. PAYNE] who bas 
just closed expresses a very tender regard for Great Britain-inti
mates that she should be consulted as to the disposition of this fund . 
Sir, she haa no lot in it, no right to express an opinion in relation to 

• 
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it. It is a judgment the United States recovered against her for 
wrong done. Let her be forever silent. The history J have given 
shows that the only act of hers toward us for the last fifteen years 
for which sh~ should not blush with shame was that one of apology 
for her wrong, of submission to the tribunal at Geneva, and of pay
ment of the award. 

Mr. Speaker, time will not permit me to argue the question of the 
power of the Government over the $15,500,000. If the able and ex
haustive arguments of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. JENKS,] 
from New York, [Mr. LORD,] and from Iowa [Mr. McCRARY] do not 
convince this Honse that the Congress of the United States may dis
tribute t,be fund in its discretion, governed only by justice and equity, 
then no words of mine could. Your committee who made the report 
now under consideration, after careful and patient examination, 
agreed, without hesitation, without doubt, upon this propo!)ition as 
the basis of their bill. They only departed from it when they ad
mitted the insurance companies to a participation in the distribu
tion. The gentleman from P~nnsylvania [Mr. JE~'XS] has entered a 
motion to strike out that clause. f sincerely hope the House will 
strike it out. 

The bill under consideration provides, first, for those who were 
damaged by cruisers other than the so-caUed inculpated-the Ala
bama, the Florida, the Shenandof:lh after Melbourne. 

EXCULPATED CRUISEHS. 

Whence comes this distinction between '' inculpated" and " excul
pated" cruisers t It is certainly, in fact, a distinction without a dif
ference. 

Take the Shenandoah as an illustration. She was built, armed, 
and equipped in England; her officers and crew shipped there, largely 
made up of the very men England saved from the sinking Alabama. 
Her preparations for sea were well known, her purposes well under
stood. She put to sea; at once commenced her depredations upon our 
commerce; finally went into Melbourne to coal. The United States 
con ul protested against her rendering assistance; furnished evidence 
of her character to the British authorities; but his protests were of 
no avail. .Again she sailed, burning ship after ship. The tribunal 
bolUs England liable for all damages done by her after leaving Mel
uourne, harmless for a,Jl caused before. Just prior to her arrival at 
Melbourne she burned a rnion ship, took the captain, his wife, the 
other officers and men, into tLat port. Are the owners of that ship, is 
t.bat capt.:'l.in, and are those sailors· any less entitled to recompen~e 
than those of the ship burned two days after she left that port V 
Whence cometh the djstinction t Before she arrived at Melbourne 
she burned the ship of Mr. Metcalf, a worthy constituent of the gen
tleman from Ohio, who, hearing of the destruction, and that the Shen
andoah had gone to England, started at once for the purpose of libel
ing her. At New York he received notice that she had been turned 
over to the United States, sold, and the proceeds, more than sufficient 
to pay his entire loss, covered into the United States Treasury. Of 
course, if there had been any remedy in the propo eel libels, this ac
tion of the Government had taken it away, and Mr . .Metcu!f returned 
home. For three years now he has been in constant attendance at 
this Capitol, seeking reparation. His whole fortune wrested from 
him by this British cruiser, her wrong admitted, her piratical cruise 
stopped, herself sold because of her crime against this American cit
izen, the purchase-money now in our Treasury, with millions added 
to it by the judgment of a court, and he still asking for bread andre
ceiving a st.one. And yet the gentleman from Ohio declares it to be 
his deliberate opinion that the United States, which certainly owed 
to her citizen protection, failed to render jt, shall now hold on to every 
do1lar she has so received, and his outr9~ed constituent remain with
out remedy, becau e the Shenandoah, when this burning took place, 
had not coaled at Melbourne, but had, to be sure, in other English 
ports ; in fact, had never turned her prow into a confederate port 
during the whole of her piratical career! 

.Again, sir, take the Georgia, another "exculpated" crniser. She, 
too, was lmilt, armed, provisioned and equipped, officerefl and manned, 
in an English port. All of her crew bnt two were Englishmen. She 
never saw a confederate port., nor sailed within the shore-line of those 
States. All of her preparations for sea, her purposes in sailing, were 
notorious. Our minister, Mr. Auams, had all the information for a 
week before she sailed, and yet the tribunal held England ha.rrnless 
in respect to the damag~s she caused, and gentlemen on this floor can 
see no rel!son in law, equity, justice, or good con~;;cience why our Gov
ernment should seek to repair the wrongs the Georgia committed upon 
her inoffending citizens-loyal subjects,everydaypaying heavy requi
sitions for the protection of that very country, owing it to them and 
fniling utterly to afford it. The log-books of nearly all these cruisers 
woultl be only a repetition of the same story. \Vl10 questions the 
liability of Great Britain for a1l the damages do!!e by all these cruisers 
under the stipulations of the Clarendon-Johnson treaty f Now when 
that treaty was rejected only for advantages our Government would 
receive; when we deliberately, for ample compensation, relieved 
England from this class of claims, is not it a monstrous doctrine th: t 
our nation, who in tho honr of her peril e:xaeted from her citizens 
such terrible sacrifices, shall now, when her life has been purchased. 
with their treasure and their blood, thus coldly, selfishly, and wick
edly profit, at tbeir fnrther exp nse f 

Aguiu, ldir, how did the tli.lmnal draw so sharp a line, holding En
gbud liable alone for the acts of the Alabama, the Florida, ami. the 

Shenandoah after Melbourne f I have already cited the three rules 
relating to negligence-rules urged, insisted upon by the United 
States-rules the adoption of which would be of inestimable value to 
us in the future when we should be the neutral nation. We suc
ceeded in obtaining their adoption, and under them we insisted, aud 
the tribunal undoubtedly held the only proof of negligence to be of
ficial notice to the offending nation and a refu::~al to act upon it. Only· 
by such a construction could the liability of England have been lim
ited as it was and this line so sharply defined. Who can estimate 
the value to us of these rules and this construction f Let war be 
declared between England and France, the United States being a 
neutral power, with ship-yards all alon~ our immense seaboard, up 
and down our mighty rivers, with our tnousands and tens of thou
sands of ports and harbors, with our skilled mechanics and adven
turous sailors, our whole people incited by the memories of the pa.st 
and the hopes of the future, how many cruisers would plow the seas 
in sixty days of whvse existence our Government had received no 
official notice and for whose acts we could not be held liable f 

To gain this immense advantage the claims of our citizens for losses 
sustained by the depredations of the so-called ''exculpated" cruisers 
were O.eliberately surrendered, settled in full and forever. Now, sir, 
can it be said, honestly, fa,irly, that our nation in justice and equity 
bas no obligation remaining to these sufferers f 

The next cla-ss provided for is those who paid 
WAR PREIDUli!S, 

Who are the so-called war-premium men, and what are their rights 
in this award f As I said, over one-third of our oc~n tonnage sought 
the protection of the British flag, and by so doing was insured safety 
and profit. The remainder continued under our flag, exposed to dan
ger and without profit. There were British cruisers crossing every 
path, and every day a scuttied ship gave warning. I say without 
profit. It is claimed by insurance attorneys that their voyages were 
successful; that this was the inducement which kept them under the 
flag. The proposition is absmd. It is claimed by the same attorneys 
that the war premiums pnid by them were charged against their 
freights, and tben by the merchants against the consumers of the 
merchandise. This is equally a.bsurd. They had to contend with 
that great leveler of prices, competition. If the merchant paid for 
goods freighted in the American bottom 5 per cent. war risk, his 
nei~hbor, shipping his goods in the British ship, was not subjected 
ta this ~xpense, and the merchandise of both sought the same market. 
How, then, could the first mark up his increased cost of transporta
tion f 

The ship-owner affords a more mm·ked illustration of the point. 
Suppose two ships, lying side by side at the wharf of the foreign port, 
the one nuder the American flag, the other nuder the British. The 
owners of the American pJ.y, first, a war premium on their shio, bnt 
some one must also pay it on the cargo. Who does that t N(jt the 
owner of it, because be can just as well send it hy the vessel sailing 
under the British flag, where no such charge would be necessary. So 
the owners of this ship must also pay the extra premium ou the cargo. 
Then do they offer equal inducements to the shipper f Certainly not, 
for there is in the first ship the risk of detention, of part.ial loss, of 
failure of underwriter, of litigation for money in event of loss. Then, 
to secure the freight, the poor ship-owner is obliged to offer lower 
freight charges. Can any reply be made to this t 'Vh.at was the re
sult f The most of these vessels sailing under onr flag were run 
""ithout profit, many of them at great los . Bnt, says somo_skeptic, 
"Why in the name of common sent:!e did they sail at all f Why 
did not they all take safety and profit under a foreign flag'" My 
answer is that thousands of those men loved the old tlag too weil to 
desert it; bated the English ensign too profoundly to seek safety un
uer it. Does not the history I have gh·eu of British wrong towanl 
us in our terrible contlict for national life justify the hatred t Again, 
our ships were confined to the coarsest, cheapest, and heaviest freights . 
No American ship lying at Canton or Pekin could take silk or tea. 
The war premium would be three times the freight money. So at Cal
cutta and many other ports. 

Agn.in, the relations between ship and owner are frequently full of 
sentiment. Every gentleman knows what an affection sometimes 
grows up for the horse, the house, the farm, for the things used uutil · 
they become a part of the family. This is peculiarly true of the 
ship. .A father and his sons have built her; have put in her the earu
ings of their lives; have watched her lmiluing from the laying of her 
keel to the day of her marriage to the ocean; have named her for the 
wife or sister; have sailed the world over in her, in calm and in tem
pest, in beat and in cold. She is their ship and they love her as one of 
their own. Would they, loving t.heir country, hating its enemies, 
lower the good old flag and hoist in its place the emblem of injustice 
and wrong f Again, it is a very common thing for a whole neighbor
hood to own a ship. The captain, the carpenter, the blacksmith, tbe 
lumberman, the iron merchant, each takes his share in her; she is the 
parish ship, owned, loved, and the pride of them all. Shall she he 
solcl to the foreigner or sail under any other than the Stars aod 
Stripes T They would let her rot at the wharf first. Again, then, 
were men, hip-owners and merchants, so loyal to the country in her 
hour of peril, in her day of dire distress, that no loss of mere money 
could drive them to any seeming desertion of her. These were the 
men who kept our flag at the peak thronghont the whole war. These 
are the men who saved to the country her commerce. To them you 
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owe the million and a half of ocean tonnage you held when the war 
was over, a debt of gratituue you ought to cheerfully ackuowled~e. 
Some of these ship-owners were their own insurers, and occasionally 
the Alabama, the Florida, or the Shenandoah after .Melboume swooped 
down upon the ships and destroyed them. 

After a dozen years of weary waitillg, the last Congress provided 
for the payment of such loss, and to-day the United States Treasurer 
is issuing to them warrants for that purpose. But the Tallahassee, 
Georgia, and cruisers called exculpated, equally British ships, manned 
by British sailors, inspired by British hatred for their riva,J on the sea-s, 
scuttle and burn others, and because these are of t·he so-called 11 excul
pated cruisers" such losses are still unprovided for, and to-day appeals 
are made to you in the name of justice for reparation. Bnt others, and 
by farthelargerproportion, were compelled to insure. 'When the Sum
ter destroyed the Golden Rocket, and the courts held the insurance 
companies harmless under the ordinary marine policy, they had ships 
saili.Ilg every sea, anchored in every harbor, lying at every wharf, 
freighted with valuable cargoes. There was but one door of safety 
for them. and the insurance company was its keeper. What mercy 
bad they to expect from these soulless corporations f Could they be 
inspired by patriotism or moved by sentiment Y No. They aujusted 
their own rates for war-risks, having regard only to the p~·ofits of the 
busi.Iless, and the ship's owner must comply with their exactions. He 
rlicl so, paid them millions of · dollars in excess of their losses, and 
now looks to you for remuneration. He saved your commerce, he 
kept your merchant-ships afloat, be honored your :flag, gave credit to 
your country at an expense of millions of dollars to him, and in hun
dre<.ls of cases the·price he paid was ruin. 

You have money enough forced from Great Britain by a judgment 
of the court to re-imburse him for the tax his loyalty compelled him 
to pay; and is there any reason w by you should withhold it Y 

INSURANCE COliPANIES. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what has stood directly in the way of a fair, 
just, and equitable distribution of this award f Three years have 
elap ed since it was paid into our Treasury, more than twelve years 
since the greater pa1·t of the damage was done. In the mean time our 
citizens have suffered that terrible sickness of hope defmTed. The 
time bas suTeiy been ample, the losses clear, the means of repiuation 
abundant. Who bas blocked the door of justice T The insurance 
companies. Corporations of immense wealth and power, easily united 
in active, aggressive war upon every measure of relief which declined 
to name them as the first and most meritorious claimants, lmving 
agents and attomeys in every considerable town in the country, unlim
ited comJ;Dand of men and money, able to mass their whole strength at 
a moment's warning, and hurl it upon Congress, able and willing 
to employ scores of the leading men of the land, entitled to the 
privileges of this :floor, and keep them on guard during a whole 
se ion of Congress, while, opposed to them, are the impoverished 
ship-owners and sailors, scattered all over the world; the men 
from whom they exacted all and more than a11 the profits of 
the carrying trade during the whole war, equally scattered, with
out agents, unable to employ attorneys. The battle is terribly un
equal, and were it not for a high Pense of justice, an inuependence 
of thought and action, an incorruptible purpose to do right pervad
ing the members of Congress, there would be but one result, but one 
prize, and these companies would 1wld the lucky ticket. Before the 
last Congress t1Jey waged a tremendous battle, contested every step, 
fought for their millions with increasing vigilance, with great power 
and unquestioned ability; even when in the last ditch they never 
lost heart, but resorted to stmtagem and cunning devices, looking us 
squm·e in the face as if honest, asked for leave to go to the courts, 
prevailed upon the Nestor of the House, tlle wbite-baired, renowned, 
and revered Poland to advocate their cunning proposition, and failed, 
as they ought, ingloriously. They did howev.er, I admit, succeed in 
obtaining an advantage of all othel' claimants in securing payment 
for all t.heir net losses, regardless of any distinction between "incul
pated" and "exculpated" cruisers; and yet they are not happy . 

.A. distinguished judge was once arguing a case before the judici::rry 
committee of the Legi~:~Jature of .Maine, m which he concluued that 
the petitioner," Richard Doe,'' could not be satisfied, that it was for
tunate for the world there was but one "Doe," that a few more would 
absorb all the things of time ancl enter eternity crying "not enough!" 
Said be, if Satan had taken RiclJard into a high mountain and offered 
hi mall the possessions oft.he earth, be wouldbavecried "not enough!" 
"not enough!" I am inclined to think that if Satan should take these 
insurance companies (and I guess he will) [laughter] into a high 
mountain and make them the same offer their response would l.Je 
"not enough." [Laughter.] 

Again they are here in full force, repeating vigorously their demands. 
Now, .Mr. Speaker, why are they entitled to another day in court 1 
What reasons do they give f 

FW.·st. They claim that this Government was their attorney to col
lect these very damages, and having succeeded, but one other duty 
1·emains, to pay over to the clients. What an idea! Our great nation 
the agent of insurance companies, as such spending years of negotiar 

. tions, levying contributions on the first mtellects of the land, making 
requisitions upon the honorable Senate of the United States, drafting 
into ervice the President, threattming war with England, all to col
lect the bill of insurance companie ! Ancl wha t bills Why, dam
nges inflicted by English cruisers. Suppose for a moment t l.:tat our 

Government held these claims alone, appeared before the tribnnal, 
and presented their case. England answers, what are tlJe lo es of 
your clients for which you enter complaint Y 0, there are no los e ·! 
When you recognized belligerent rights so hastily, created such wide
spread consternation, these companies at once took advantage of tbe 
fears of our citizen , adjusted the rates of in nrance so as to make tbo 
operation a perfectly safe one, made millions of dollars, and heaped 
up wealth at the rate of 25, :30, and 40 per cent. annually. Tho :feply 
of England would surely be: We have done these companies no harm 
by your own showing; on the contrary, we have poured wealth in to 
their coffen:~, and you have no suit which in justice can be maintained 
against us. The tribunal wQuld have cert.ainly adjudged the answer 
satisfactory. Does any one doubt this T The counsel for Great Brit
ain, in the proceedi.Ilgs before the tribunal, did at once raise this qnes~ 
tion. I quote from him: 

"With respect to the in urance companies it must be r mem bere(l that, a.':! againRt 
the losses which they paid, they received the benefit of the enormous warpremiurus 
which ruled at tl1at time, and 1hat these were the risks against which they in
demnified themselves-and, it cannot):ledoubted, so as to make their blll!iness prof
itable upon the whole-by those extraQrdinary premiums. 

If the. e companies had been the only claimants would our Govern
ment have taken a step towanl an adjustment T 

Again, Mr. Evart.s, attorney-in-chief of these corporations, while 
earnestly arguing the matter oi_ agency, on being asked what should 
be done with those comp:-~nies who put in no appearance whatever, 
replied: They should be paid out of the money collected. And yet 
there was no privity between them and the great attorney. Curious 
agency that! 

Secondly. They rest their claim on tb~ doctrine of subrogation; 
certainly a very taking one with lawyers. No one questions the 
soundness of the legal position. That the underwriter is subrogated 
to all the rights of the insured in event of partial loss and abandon
ment is beyond dispute, and if there is any legal claim against a wrong
doer for the damages done the company may prosecute 1t in their own 
behalf. But has the doctrine any application in this case T Clearly 
not. 

Before any of the depredations complained of had taken p ace 
Great Britain had recognized the belligerent rights of the confederacy. 
Then, as a logical sequence, no man injured in his person or property 
had any le~al claim against the injurer, nor can it be pretended that 
any inclividual sufferer had any claim recognized in law against 
England. The recognition of belligerent rights had been deliuerately 
waived by our GoYcrnment as the ba is of claim. Bot uppose it 
had not been, could the underwriter bring any snit against the En
glish govemment and maintain it f Her reply would have been," 1f I 
have offended, my offense is against your Government, not against 
you. I am answerable only to her." Was it in the power of the e 
insurance companies to enforce their claims. There is infinite pre
tense in all this talk of subrogation. The companies knew perfectly 
well, when they adjusted their rates, that in ninety-nine cases out of 
the hundred the ship insmed, if injured at all, would be entirely de
stroyed; that there would be no practical remedy agaiLI t anybody 
for the destruction ; therefore they did not take into consideration 
or make any allowance whatever for benefits to be derived from their 
favorite legal position. In the ordinary risks these legal rights with 
which they are clothed are credited in adjnsting the premium. Tho 
war rates aro conclusive evidence that no such allowance was maue 
to the insured against war risks. The immen e, nnprecedentfld profits 
of the business ought to be a satisfactory rep1y to the claim. An 
"unknown poet" se~ms to have fully understood the ca~e when he 
wrote-

From him who hath not should be taken away 
E\·on that which he hath, and be given 

Unt<> him who hath all, the insurance men say; 
And, uods! for this rule how they'ye st-riven! 

Late ana early tho.v'>e labored with might and with main 
To dishonor the faith bf t-ho nation, 

While their lawyers, a host without numb r, maintain 
That sheer theJt is but plain" 81tbrogation." 

Thirdly. Tiley insist that they were before the tribunal and their 
claims were allowed. There is not a scintilla of evidence in tbe .w hole 
ca e in support of this theory. They were before the arbitrators, bnt 
they were the1·e as witnesses, nothing more. There ch1ims wero only 
proofs of the amount of losses. The quotations so ~bundant1y made 
by the insurance attomeys in support of this position are from the 
dissenting opinion of one of the judges, Cockburn, entitled to no 
weight whatever. 

Fourthly. They come with a. special and specious plea.: We are mu
tual comp:mies, merchants and ship-owners making up a. pool. If a 
vessel is lost, the pool .pays the insurance, and at the close of each 
year a balance is struck, and so much of the pool as remains is paid 
out to the contributor . Now pay over to us, and we will distribute 
to the very men who paid the war premiums. But the war-premium 
clajmants reply, there are leeches jn your companies, presidents, di
rectors, actuaries, attorneys, fine buildings, extravagant. rents; there, 
too, are all of the immense expenditures for agents, lobbyists, attor
neys, employed for the last five years against onr interests. When 
you have charged off agaiust us all these expen es, bow much of a 
dividend will be declared f Heaven save us from any such guarc1ian
sl.:tip. We remembe1· vividly the d~ '3tribution of the Columbian Mu
tual. A brief s t.at ewenli of its charncter and career will be us ful in 
throwing light. upon this four th proposition. 

. 
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Columbian :Mutual Insurance Company, orga,pized August, 1857. 

From the annual report made January 1, 1861, before war risks were 
known, I :find total assets 1,2'2876B4.77; excess of losses and expenses 
over earned premiums for the year 11:~60, $:36,271.19. But the war 
risks soon changed the fortune of this company. For January, 1864, 
they report total assets, $3,140,930-80; profit for the year 1863, 1,137,-
163.33, after reserving for estiruateJ claims unadj n.sted and other con
tingencies 441,206.4!J, profit to be divided, $695,974.52. Of this res
idue 30 per cent. will be paid in cash to the stockholders on and after 
March 10, 1864; on old stock 12 per cent., on new stock 10. There 
will also be a scrip dividend on ~~nd a.fter June 1, 1864, on the cash 
capital; on old stock 7 per cent., on new 5; making the total dividend 
for the year paid to stockholders 26 per cent. 

This company is partly stock, partly mutual, having no resemblance 
whatever to that Utopian pool company so earnestly urged before 
the Judiciary Committee. Shortly after this Teport the company 
failed, distributed their assets, but in the distribution only ~ave the 
creditors 5 per cent. What became of all the rest its credttOI'fl are 
anxious to know. It was not lost in its war business, for the whole 
claim of this comp.lny is a little more than $700,000. ·would not this 
company be an excellent guardian for these war-premium men, un
derstanding so thoroughly as it seems the art of distributing tho 
smallest possible sum to its creditorsf 

This statement shows further how little of truth there is in the 
character claimed for these mutual companies. The fact is they are 
nearly all mongrel, half stock and half mutual. 

Take the Atlantic Mutual of New York, paraded by all these in
surance attorneys as the paragon, the model mutual company, a claim
ant too against this fund for $1,760,6113. I said the Columbian claimed 
705,608; so these two companies claim nearly one-half of the whole 

amount sought to be received by all the companies, forty in number. 
ATI.ANTic MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK. 

In 18'24 the Atlantic Insurance Company, a stock concern, was char
tereo and organized, did business for eighteen years, paid a net profit 
of 350 per cent. on. its original capital-a remarkable success-and 
yet in 1842 it adopted the mutual plan. What was its motive' Cer
tainly not charity. An examination of its charter and the insurance 
laws of New York will show. Twenty-oneoft.he original stockholders 
obtained the charter. In examiniyg this, I take an abstract made by 
Mr. Moore, of San Francisco, whose direct and indirect losses ruined 
him, and who died seeking his rights of Congress: 

Section 10 provides that policy-holders, on risks not marked off, upon which the 
premium is not less than 100, shall be entitled to one vote for each $100 of such 
premium until the outstanding scrip of the company shaU amount to $."i00,000. 

Section 11. Scrip-holders to the amo.mt of ·100, issued in the name of such hold
ers, t>hall be entitled to one vote for each 100 of such scrip. 

Section 13 provides that "annual dividend sta~ments shall be made, which shall 
contain a fair estimate of the net profits of the company not before divided, up to 
aml including the last day of each year, ta.kina into >iew the probable amount to 
be paid on all claims and demands which have 'been or may be made against the 
company.'' After ascertaining in this mode the net profits of each period on risks 
marked off, the board of trustees may declare a dividend, and the officers of the 
company may 1ssue certificates of a certain percentage on the premiums received 
for such marked-off risks, to the persons in whoso names the policies of insurance 
were originally made or to their representatives. 

Section 19 provides that the trustees of the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company 
mayta.kofrom themselves, as stockholdern in the Atlantic Insurance Company, one
half of the stock and assets of the L'ttter company, on such terms and for such 
periods as they can agree with themselves, and pay legal interest thereon, aud 
authorizes them to appropriate and pay profits thereon pro rata upou the amounts 
received, with the premiums subsequently earned. 

Section 13 declares the amounts named in the scrip eertjftcates to be conclusive, 
whether accepted or not. Persons entitled to such se11p can. therefore, have no 
claims upon surplus earnings. It also declares that such scrip shall I.Je a. per
centage on the premiums received, thereby excluding policy-holders from partici
patin:r in the interest deiived from the L·uge amount of invested capital. 

'ection 1 permitd any mutual marine inaurance company then existing, or that 
might thtweafter be chartered by the Legislature or bo incorporated under any ~n
eral law of the State of New York, to create .or unite with its existing funds a 
cash capital of not less than $30..1,000, to be divided into shares of 1:Jo each. 

Section 2 provides for payment of 7 per cent. int.erest on such capital, and per
mits the payment to the holders of stock capital, in cash, one-third :)f &ll the net 
profits of the lmsiness; the other two-thirds of net profits to be paid in scri~ to 
persons entitled by the charter or articles of association to participate in its profits. 

Section 4 provides tha.t holders of cash capital or stock shall bo entitled to one 
vote, at all elections, for each share of t>took; that no person shall be entitled to 
vote at an.v election !Jy reason of holcling eithe•· policies of insurance or certificates 
of scrip, thereby annulling sections 10 and 11 of the charter of the Atlantic Mu
tual Insurance Company and depthino- policy and scrip holders of all mutual 
marine insurance companies of membershlp, making scrip· holders simply creditors 
of the companies and their claims subject to be canceled ll.t the discretion of a 
board of trustees, in whose election they have no voice. 

CHARTER M\'D BY-LAWS. 

This is that model company of merchants contributing to a pool. 
See, now, how successfully it operated. 

I quote from the New York Insurance Reports, 1861, volume 1, page 
527. The Atlantic MutnnJ wns organir.ed 1872. Total assets Janu
ary 1, 1831, $6,ti4G,292.10; profits for 1860, 1,594,000. Six per cent. 
interest on the out.standing .certificate of profit will be paid to the 
holders thereof on and after the 5th of February, 1861. 

Afterreservingtwoand one-half millions of dollars profits, the out
standing certificates of H:G9 will be paid to the holders thereof. 
• * ¥ A dividend of 35 per cent. cash is declared on the net earned 
premiums for the year ending December 31, 1860. 

For the .year 1862, 40 per cent., free from Government tax, is de
clared. 

Again, from reports of 1864. Total amount of assets January 1 
1864, $9,265,546.32; net earnings remaining with the company, 
$5,208,670; profits for 1863, $2,630,000, after reserving three and one 
half million dollars of profit. Certificates of the issue of the year 1862 
will be paid. A dividend of 40 per cent. is declared. 

Now, whose was the $6,600,000 assets and the two and one half mill 
ions of reserved profits January, 1867, 'on the increased assets, and the 
three and one half millions reserved profits January, 1864 f Certai uly 
it did not belong to the temporary policy-holders. They, in receiving 
their 20, 30, 35, and 40 per cent. dividends, had settled and canceled 
all their interests in and claims upon the compa,ny. Of course it be
longed to the company. The losses were paid from a general fund, 
and the profits went int.o a general fund. Only a part was ever re
turned, tbo bal:J.nce accumulating for somebody's benefit. .Whose! 
Now, these are fair samples of the New York mutual insurance com 
panies; their profits through the war a fair average. I annex a table 
showing the operations of these companies. 

Is not the impudence of these companies without parallel in the 
history of Congress f They not only ask but they demand about 
the whole of this fund, and t~ey insist that the nation will be dis 
honored if they do not receive it. I trust this House will accept the 
dishonor meekly, rather than do the injustice they claim. 

Sy1wpsi.s of the business of the several insurance companies in the city oj 
New Ym·k hereinafter nanted for the aeveral yea1·s as stated, m.ade fron 
thei1· own returns. 

ATLANTIC )IUTUAL. 

d M ~ Qo 
rri -~ 

For wha.t years. ~ :t ·a oooo 
.,~ 

f ~AI P-t 

1861.. ........... .. ................ .. $4,15.'>,165 78 $3,040,126 64 
H!62 . ................................ 4. 4e5, ~ 68 2. no, 70a 31 
1863 . -............. . ....... -.- • • • • • - 7, 5~7. 666 56 4, 888, 618 52. 
1864................................. 7,964,369 14 4,6:!9,925 :}() 
1865 .••••• •·•••• ............. ...... •. . 6, 764,146 38 4, 651,519 89 

1-----------1·-----------
Tot.al .. • • . . . .. .. .. . • • .. . • .. . . . 30, 966, 601 54 19, 9-20, 895 66 

SUN MUTUAL. 

1861, to October._ ... __ ............. . 1, 483, 263 64 1, 316, 300 70 
1862, to October .... : ........ _.. . . . • . 1, 629, Oe9, G1 1, 362, 970 22 
1863, to October. . . .. .. .. . • .. . . . . . . . . 2, 265, 576 :n 2, 003, 788 70 
1864, to October . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 192, 087 12 1, 620, 407 11 
1865, fifteen months, to December 31 2, 691,751 07 2, 464, :l4l 63 

Total......................... 10,261,767 751 8, 767,708 3ti 

MERCANTILE )IUTUAL. 

(Paid dividend on capital besides.) 

1861. ............... -··· ·- .......... . 
1862 . .•......••••.••.. ·-····-- ·· --·-· 
186.1. ·- ·- •.••••. -··· ·- ...•••. -- .... --
1864 . -- ·-· .••.•• . ·-·--·· ............ -
1865 ... ... ·-···· ...... ·-·-··. ·-· ····-

847,972 68 
1, 044. 005 09 
1,163,74164 
1, 281, 790 41 

915,013 63 

753, 32"2 Ol 
fltl5,187 48 

1, 031, 436 85 
1, 146, 374 1:15 

842,531 89 

Total ........................ . 5, 252, 523 45 1 4, 658, 853 18 

COMMERCIAL llfUTUAL. 

ii E ~~1-:::~: ~ ~::::::~~~~~~~~~: 
1865, to July --···---··-----·-······ 
1865, sa months,~ December 31 •••. 

581,827 94 
397,580 39 
477, 0[)2 38 
476,084 51 
381,191 26 
316, e49 11 

Total......................... 2, 630,625 6:l 

COLUMBIAN. 

1861, fourteen months, to January 2, 
1862 ... ......... · --- ••. ·-. -· ·-- -.- . 

1862 .•••••. -··--··- -- ···· --· ·-···· -- · 
1863.--- ...... - •••• - ............. - -.-
1864 .. .............................. . 

982,695 67 
725,386 39 

2, 3G2, 842 Q-2 
4, 932, 516 67 

462,439 34 
293,777 98 
378,056 30 
281, 814 81 
243,178 ll 
130, ?02 05 

1, 789, 568 59 

711,302 09 
496, 617 25 

1, 225,778 69 
2, 867, 762 05 

1-----------1----------
Total ............ ............. 9, 003,440 75 5, 301, 540 08 

:t."EW YORK MUTUAL. 

ltl61, to July_ ........... _. __ ...... _. 
1 62, to July ..... ... .......•........ 
1863, to July.-- __ ....... __ ......... . 
1864, to July·-------· ---·----·--···· 
1865, to July ............ · -·-·- ..... . 

738, 374 52 642,851 81 
562,729 37 456,79 50 
6.38, 47l 18 445,228 97 
514.337 24 296,509 56 
410,485 20 2.1!1, 926 80 

------- ---------
Total ........................ . 2, 864, 397, 51 2, 133, 315 6-1 
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10 
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Sy1Wpsi8 of the bt(,Siness of the several insurance companies, g·c.-Cont'd. 
ORffi"NT MUTUAL. 

For what years. 

1861, to March ..................... . 
1862, to March .................... .. 
1863, to March .................... .. 
1864, to March . .. .. .. .. . ......... .. 
1865, ten months, to December 31. ••. 

$517,342 21 
444,461 68 
370, 641:! 78 
283,998 00 
360,134 68 

$-183, 386 87 
337,089 60 
265, 3.J5 36 
194,674 49 
271, 424 22 

Total . • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • . • • . . 1, 976, 585 :l5 1, 451, 910 54 

GREAT WESTERN. 

1861. .............................. .. 
1862 ................................ . 
1803 ........................ ........ . 
1E64 ................................ . 
1865 ................................ . 

1, 660, 011 94 
1, 591,075 77 
2, 476, 201 57 
2,5~. 907 80 
2, 780, 031 80 

) 1 446, 252 83 
1, 204, 5:16 79 
1 507 125 58 
1: 613: 381 71 
2, 308, 959 12 

Total .. .. • . . • • . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . ll, 093, 288 88 8, 080, 256 03 

U liON MUTUAL. 

-r:i -.1 ·a p. 
P.. ...... 
~~ "d~ 
o<ll -~! ~-oO .s '"' 
~ 

0 
rJl 

-
P. ct. P. ct. 

6 1st 
6 25 

......... ......... 
6 20 
6 10 

6 ........... 
6 10 
6 25 
6 40 
6 30 

The Legisbture of Texa~ is at this time and has been in session for 
some time, and they have again and again asked th&qnestion whet.ber 
they themselves must make provision for the protection of the na 
tional frontier if Congress does not. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Texa-s is proceed 
ing by unanimous consent, and objection is made to further discus 
sion. The Clmir will state the precise position on the Calendar uf 
the bill referred t.o by the gentleman. It is among the special or 
ders under the bead of reports of committees and bill nudisposed 
of. The order now before the Hou e in charge of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. LORD] is succeeded by an order of the Committee on 
Foreign Afl'airs. The next order is that of the gentleman from Texas 
and the qnestion of consideration will be raised as soon a it is reached 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I merely wish to understand the matter. The 
Geneva award bill may be banging over this Honse for two or thl'ee 
months longer, ao far as I can see. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair cannot determine that ma.t 
ter. 

CE!I."TENNIAL CELEBRATION. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the Honse the following in 

vitation from the prHsiuent of the United States Centennial Commls 
sion; which was read, and referred to the Select Committee on the 
Centennial Celebration : 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 1R76, 
U~'ITED STATEs CE~'GE...'iNIAL Cmruts ION, 

Philade.phia, J tme :!!l, I 76. 

1861. ............................... . 518, 0~2 84 1 39'~ 025 25 6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

Sm: The United States Centennial Commission respectfully invite the Ilou e of 
Representatives to attend the national commemoration of the one·hundre(\th anni
versary of the Declaration of lndepl\ntlence, in Independence Square, Plulaclelphia, 
July 4, at ten a.m. The n81:1:lo:'sary cards have been sent to themembersindivid-

31 ualiy. The prflgratllme is inc.:osad. 
41 Very re.;pdctfully, your obedient servant, 1862......... .. • • .. . .. . .. • . • . .. .. .. .. 44!), 975 50 24!1, 645 11 

1 63 . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . 533, 970 03 322, 1)76 77 
1864 • .. • .. .. .... • • . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 516, 064 71 231,549 54 
1865 ................................. - 507, 173 15 1- · 407,944 ~ 

Total . .. .. . • .. . • • • .. • •• • • • • • • . 2, 525, 266 23 I 1, 604, 141 27 

WASHINGTON MA.RrnE. 

1861 ......... • ....................... . 205, 689 37 187,684 62 
1862 ................................ . 230, 005 71 1 5,564 00 
1863 ... .............. ... .... ........ . 335,818 59 254,931 J3 
1~64 ................................ . 466,522 59 39El, fl82 41 
1865 ..................... ........... . 528,805 74 465,840 94 

~----------
Total ........................ . 1, 766, 842 00 I 1, 492, 603 30 

PACIFIC MUTUAL. 

1861 . ............................... . 589,093 48 487,238 07 
1862 .............................. ~·· 523, 789 22 296, 006 28 
1863 . ............................... . 701,967 16 478,331 61 
1864 ................................ . 836,772 88 462,3 7 14 
1865 ..................... . ...... . ... . 760, 321 95 498,665 36 

-----------
Total ........................ . 3,411,944 69 2, 2"2-2, 628 46 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
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7 
7 
7 
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Mr. LORD. I am willing, on account of this being private-uill day, 
to yield the Geneva award bill in favor of private uills on condition 
that I can regain the floor in the morning, when after a short debate 
I propose to move the previous question and t-ake a vote to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tem,pore. The interposition of other bnsiness 
does not deprive the gentleman from New York of his right in respect 
to that bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Texas[Mr. SCHLEI
CHER] baa addressed the Chair. ~'or what purpose does the gentle
man risef 

.Mr. SCHLEICHER. I merely wish to stat-e that immediately after 
the special order which has now been under consideration, the Geneva 
award bill, there stands upon the Calendar the report of the Commit-
tee on Texas Border Troubles. . 

I desire to state to the House that while the Geneva award bill bas 
been before the Honse for two or three weeks, the report of the Com
mittee on Texas Border Troubles has been elbowed back and el
bowed back; and I wish in a few words to state the history of that 
n'port. 

One of the very ear1iest acts of this Honse when it assembled was 
to appoint a committee to examine into the state of the Texas bor
der. That committee, after considerable labor, submitted to the 
Honse a report on the 4t.hof April. That report was made the special 
order for the ~Oth of April, and from day to clay thereafter until dis
posed of. Ever since that time it has been postponed from one day 
to another for the sake of one measure or another. One day it was 
a bill for the relief of some defaulting tax-collector. Next day it 
was a bill on which some speculators had an interest bow millions in 
the Treasury were to be divided. In one way or another this meas
ure for the protection of onr people on the border bas been elbowed 
back. I expect it will be elbowed back again; and I wish our people 
to unuerstand it. 

The Hon. SPF.AKER 

JOSEPH R. llA WLEY, 
President United States Centennial Oomrnission.. 

of theHouae of Repres.mtatives of the United States of A:merica. 
PAWNEE AND OTOE nmiAN RESERVATION. 

The SPEAKER p-ro tempO're also laid b«!fore the Honse a letter from 
the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting an estima.te of appropria
tions for survey of the Pawnee and Otoe Indian reservations in Kan as 
and ! ebraska; which was referred to the Committee on Appropria
tiona . 

ALBERT W. PRESTON. 
Mr. TERRY. I ask unanimous consent that Senate bill No. 928, for 

the relief of Albert W. Preston, be taken from the Speaker's table and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the table, r ad a 
first and second time, and referred to the Committee on Military Afffairs. 

ORDEU OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I now insist upon my motion that the House re
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
Before that motion is put, I a k unanimous consent that this may be 
considered as objection day, it being the fifth Friday since t.be House 
was in Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar on objection 
day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That order can be made by unanimous 
consent only. 

No objection was made, and it was so ordered. 
Mr. LORD. Will the gentleman yield to me to obtain an order of 

the Hou 'e to print some t.estimony f 
.Mr. BRIGHT. I cannot yield further at this time ; I have ueen 

compelled to refuse several gentlemen who have asked me to yield. 
The motion of .Mr. BRIGHT was then agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

on tho Private Calendar, (Mr. SPIU~GER in the chair.) 
Mr. JOYCE. I believe when the House was last in Committee of 

the Whole on the Private Calendar the pending bill was House uilJ 
No. 344 to confirm certain private land claims in the Territory of New 
Mexico. 

Tbe CHAIRMAN. That was when the Honse was in Committee of 
t.he Whole on the Private Calendar on someoth~r than objection day. 
By order of the House business to-day will be as on objection day. 
The Clerk will now report the bill next in· order on objection day. 

RICHARD HALE. 
The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 

3366) for the relief of the legal representatives of Richard Hale, de
ceased. 

Mr. JOYCE objected to the consideration of the bill. 
WILLIAM GEMMILL. 

The next business on the Private Calendar wa-s the bill (H. R. No. 
3114) for the relief of William Gemmill, reported from the Committee 
on Military Affairs with an amendment. 

The bill appropriates the sum of 75 to William Gemmill, of Yank
ton, in the Territory of Dakota, in full payment for quar~ .ering and 
boarding United St.ates soldiers during a terrific snow storm in April, 
1873. 

The amendment was to strike out " $75" and insert "$36." 
The amendment was agreed to. 
No objection Leing made, t-he bill, as amended, was laid a ide, to be 

reporteu favorably to the House. 
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ALFRED ROULAND. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3367) to remove the charge of desertion from the military record of 
Alfred Rouhmd. 

The bill directs the Secret.."try of War to remove the charge of de
sertion now standing upon the records of the War Department against 
the name of Alfred Rouland, late of the Twenty-third and Twenty
eighth Regiments Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and to grant to said 
Rouland an honorable discharge as of the date of April 16, 1866, with 
the same pay ami bounty he would have been entitled to if he had 
been honorably discharged the military service on said d'ty. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I ask that the report be read. 
Tlle Clerk read the report, as follows: 
That from the testimony in this case it appears that tbe said Alfred Ron land was 

enrolled and mustered into the Twenty-third Michi&an Infantry on the 18th day of 
January, 1864, "for three years or during the war.' He wa.s at the time of his 
muster a mere youth, of less than seventeen years of age. It is in evidence that 
he se~·ved with marked fidelit.v during Sherman's campaign from Chattanooga to 
Atlanta, and in Thomas's campaign in Tennes ee, including the battles of Frank
lin and Nashville, and afterwanl in the capture of Fort Anderson and Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 

Tho captain of his company, John Hamilton, (now a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church,) testilies "that during said Rouland's connection with said com
pany, before his transfer to the Twenty-eighth Michigan Infantry, be was always a 
brave, faithful, and efficient solc.fier, and never for a moment flinched in a.uy duty; 
that lie was one of the IJest soldiers of said company, though being then a mere 
stripling of seventeen or eightoon years; and that it is his confident belief that said 
Rouland would have been one of the last men in the Army to have intentionally 
deset·ted, and that he is entitled to an honorable discharge on account of his faith
ful service. 

In Juno, 1865, the Twenty-third Regiment was mustered out of service, and 
young Rouland was transferred to the Twenty-ein-hth Michigan Infantry, and 
made a corporal in Company F of that regiment. The testimony of Litmtenant C. 
H. De Clute, commanding the ~ompa.ny in this regiment, says : "Durin~ the time 
ho (llouland) was with me, which was till after the conclusion of ho till ties, he was 
a IJrave, faithful. and ellicient soldier. When he left the compa.ny he was sick, and 
I am of opinion that he wa.s in great dan:;er of dying. There was, I am convinced, 
no intention on his part to desert, but hlS action was a desperate attempt to save 
his lifo. Before he could rejoin hili regiment it was mustered out." The petitioner 
left the hospital at Wilmington OJ the 16th of April, 1866, nea.rly one year after hos
tilities had ceased. His regiment returne(l to Michigau, and was mlliltered out 
Bllon afterward. It is in testimony that he had suffereu some time previously from 
fever and ag:ue and intermittent fevers, and was much emaciated and reduced in 
streu_gth ana spirits, so much so that after reaching the home of his brother in 
Michigan his life for some time was considered in gre~~>t danger, and he did not 
whollv t·oco1·er for months afterward. 

In view of the premi es, and especially considering the long and faithful service 
of this young soldier, extending to a period of nearly a vear beyond the fair con
struction of his <'Outract of service with the Govemment~ and t.be despondent con
dition of his minrl. resulting from the peculiar and tl>or·e character of the petition
er's illness, yonr coilliJlittoo are of the opinion that the stigma of de ertion should 
be removed from ills military record, and that he is justly entitled to an honoralJle 
di char~e. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

CALEB L. BRAYTON. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 

1997) to grant titles to certain lands to the heirs of Caleb L. Bray
ton, reported from the Committee on Private Land Claims with an 
amendment. 

The preamble of the bill, as proposed to be amended, states that 
by virtue of the provisions of an act of Congress approved Aurrust 
4, 1 ~' knowu as the arm~d-occupation act, Caleb L. Brayton, ~ow 
decea ed, settled and acqmrcd a nght to one llundred and sixty acres 
of the public lands in Brevard County, in the State of l!'lorida, auu 
becam"' entitled to a patent therefor; and before the issue of patent 
to said Brayton tlle land so acquired had been patented to the State 
of Florida nuder act of September 28, 1850, and said State of Florida 
refuses to surreuder said patent for cancellation. 

The bill provides that the heirs of Caleb L. Brayton, who, under 
permit No. 236, are entitled to locate and enter the north west quart,er 
aud southeast quarter of fractional section 1, in township 313 south, of 
range 40 east, may, in lieu thereof, locate and enter other public lands 
iu the same county open for entry to an amount not exceeding one 
hundred and sixty acres, and the Secretary of the Interior is directed 
to i sue patent for the same. 

There being no objection, the amendment was arrreed to; and the 
bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be reported favor~bly to the House. 

NORTHWESTERN IMPROVEMENT COMPANY. 
The ne~t business on the Private Calenda,r was the bill (8. No.176J 

to authorize the Northwestern Improvement Company, a corporation 
organized under the laws of the State of Wisconsin, to enter upon the 
Menomonee Indian reservation and improve the Oconto River its 
branches and tributaries. ' 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That the assent of Congress be, and hereby is given to the 

Northwestern Improvement Company, a corporation organized under the laws of 
the State of Wisconsin, to improve the Oconto .River and its branches an•l tribu
taries, so as to r!ln logs do~ s~id river, its branches and tributaries, across the 
Menomonee Indian reservation, m accordance with tbebws of saitlState: Provided 
:t'hat any damages which may be caused by such 1mprovement shall be a wardell a~ 
~ all other ca~e~ under the ~ws of the Stat,e of Wiscon in, and the amount be paid 
lll~ the Trea ury of the Umted States for the benefit of said Indians; and said 
~dians _anu all other persons sha~ be _permitted to nse ,aid river for the purpose 
of runmng lo~s, a::~ contemplat;ed m thts .act; and tho ch_arges _for said privileges 
shall be regntated by the Legullature of the State of W1scousm: Provided That. 
all privileges under this act may be altered or revoked by Congr ss. ' 

There being no objection, the bill was laid asi<le, to be reported 
favorably to the Hou:se. 

WL.~NEBAGO INDIANS OF WISCONSIN. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the joint resolution 

(H. R. No. 112) to n.iu the Winnebago Indians to obtain subsistence 
by !tgricultnral pursuits, a.nd to promote their civilization. 

The preamble and joint resolution were rea-d, as follows: 
Whereas a large nnmber of the Winnebago Indians of Wisconsin have selocte<l 

and settled in good faith upon homestead claims under section 15 of the act entitled 
"An a{lt making appropriat-ions to supply deficiencies in t-he appropriations for the 
fiscal years ending J nne 30, 1::!75, and prior yea.rs, and for other purposes," approved 
March 3, 1875; and all S!l.id Indians have signified their desire and purpose to aban
don their tribal relations, and au opt the habits and customs of civilizecl people, ancl 
!I. vail themselves of the provisions of the act aforesaid, but in many instances are 
nnn ble to do so on account of their extreme poverty: Therefore, 

Resol11ed by the Senate and House of Represtntati.ves of the United States o.f America 
in Oongress assembled, That the Secretary of the Int.erior is hereby authorized and 
instructed to expend, for the benefit of the Winnebago Indians in Wisconsin, the 
proportion of the tribal annuities due to and set apart for said Indians under the 
act of June 25, 1864, of the appropriations for tho tribe of Winneba_!!:o Indians for 
the fiscal :vear 1876, amounting to 16, 17:J.69, to be expended as hereinafter provided. 

S EC. 2. That immediately after the pas age of this re•olution the Secretary of the 
Interior shall cause an enrollment to be made of the saitl Wisconsin Winnob~go in
dians, enrolling such only as were residin)! in the S~'tte of Wisconsin on the 1st day 
of January, 1876, and those who are entitled to the benefits of the act of March 3, 1875. 

SEc. 3. 1i'hat said snm shall be paid to tho persons whose names appear upon such 
enrollment, oach person receiving tho same amount, heads of families bein.~ permit
ted to receive the full amount to which all the members of the family are entitled : 
Provided, That before any person shall be entitled to the benefits accrning unrler 
this resolution it shall be made to appear that the pert~on cl:liming its benefits has 
taken up a home tead in accordance with the said act of March 3, 1875, or that, be
in.!! unable to fully comply with the said act by reason of poverty, he or she has 
ma.de a selection of lands as a homestead with a bona fide intention to comply with 
said act, and that the money applied for will be usl'cl to enable such person to fully 
complete a homestead ri~ht unller said act: Provid-ed, That no person ~'~hall receive 
more than the pro rata snare of said snm to which he would have been entitled if 
living npon the reservation. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was laid aside, to be 
reported favorably to the Honse. 

BENJAM~ L. CORNISH. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. No. 560) 

for the relief of Benjamin L. Cornish, late second lieutenant of the 
Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 

(Objected to by Mr. FORT.) 
1\IAJOR FOSTER A. HIXON. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. No. 333) 
for t he relief of l\Iajor Foster A. Hixon, late a payma.ster in the Army. 

(Objected to by Mr. TERRY.) 

LAURENCE A. WILLIAMS. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 

3371) to place Laurence A. Williams, late major Sixth Cavalry United 
States Army, upon the retired list of the Army. 

The bill was read. It directs the President to pla-ce on the list of 
retired officers of the Army the na.me of Laurence A. Williams, late 
major of the Sixth Regiment United States Cavalry, with the rank of 
major, but he is to be entitled to pay as major only from the date of 
the passage of the act. 

Mr. WILSON called for the reading of the report; and it wa.s read, 
as follows: 

The Committee on Milit.'try Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1847) 
for the relief of Laurence A. Williams, subnrit the following report: 

Laurence A. Williams graduated from tbe United States .Military Academy, and 
was appointed brevet second lieutenant 1st of July. 1852; first lieuwnant, 20th 
July, 1856; captain, 1st July, 1e61; and major of the Sixth United States Infantry, 
September 7, 1a6l. lie was aid-de-camp to Brevet Brigadier-General A. S. John
ston from the 1st of Jtme, 1858, to tho 1st of August, 1860, and acting assJst.ant adju
tan t-general of the Department of Utah from Febrna.ry ~ to August 21, 1!::!60; on 
duty a~ hearlq narters Department of Washington aud on mustering duty at Colum
bus. Ohio, to May, 1861; aid-de-camp to General McClellan from May to September 
7, 1862, and with his regiment, and in command of it, from 27th day of March to 
26th day of June, L862. The regimental . returns of the Sixth Cavalr·y for June, 
1862, reported .MaJor\Villiams in Wa hington, "sick, since June 2li,l862." He was 
subseguentl.v reported absent withont leave. This was afLerward corrected on the 
records, Major Williams furnishing tho proper surgeon'a certilicate of his l!ick.ness. 
On the 11th of March, 1863, be was summarily dismissed the service by order of 
the Secretary of War. There were no papers of reconl on which this action was 
ba.sed, nor did t-he Secretary of War communicate his reasons for ordering dismis-
al. The committee, believin" that injustice wru~ done this officer by his ~ummarr. 

dismissal, recommend this bill as a substitute for the original bill, anu ru~k that 1t 
do pass. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

JOHN AMMAHIE. 
The next business on the Private Caiendar was the bill (H. R. No. 

1075) directing the Second Auditor to settle the pay and bounty ac
count of John Ammahie or Ammahe. 

The bill was read. It directs the Second Auditor of the Treasury 
to settle the claim for pay and bounty of John Ammahe or Ammahie,~ 
of Companies E and H of the Forty-third New York Volunteer8, and 
to issue a certificate for such amount as appears to bed ue, any charge 
of desertion upon any rolls of tlle regimdnt to the contrary notwith
standing. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

SEWELL B. CORHEIT. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 

3372) for the relief of Sewell B. Coruett, of Alexandria. County, Vir
ginia. 

(Objected to by Mr. FORT, and Mr. BURCHARD of Illinois.) 
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ESTHER P. FOX. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1238) granting a pension to Esther P. Fox. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Esther P. Fox, of Buffalo, New York, widow of Au9.ustus 
C. Fox, late a second lieutenant in Lieutenant-Colonel Chapin s reg
iment, New York militia, in the war of 1812, on the pension-roll, and 
to pay her a pension of $15 per month from February 14, 1871, during 
her natural life. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
fn.vorably to the House. 

SUSA.N E. WILLARD, 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3373) for the relief of Sll8an E. Willard, widow of Sylvester D. Wil
lard, of New York. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Mrs. 
Susan E. Willard, widow of the late Sylvester D. Willard, of New 
York, the sum of 3,500, in full compensation for use and occupation 
of City Hotel, and brick residence a-djoining the same, and furniture 
therein, used for hospital purposes, in Murfreesborough, Tennessee, in 
the years 1863 and 1864, by the order of military authorities of the 
United States. 

:Mr. HOLMAN called for the reading of the report; and it was read, 
as follows: 

The Committee on War Claims, to whom were referred the petition and papers 
for the relief of Mrs. Susan E. Willard, having had the same nnder consideration, 
make the following report: 

That tho said Susan E. Willard is the widow of the late Brigadier-General Svl
vester D. Willard, formerly snrgeon-general of the State of New York; that she 
married the ~>aid Sylvester D. Willard before the war, and that he resided at the 
time in the city of .Albany, in the Sta.te of New York; that before and at the time 
of her marriage she resided at Mnrfreesborough, Tennessee; that at the time and 
previous to he-r said marriage she and her sister, Sarah A. Spence, were joint own
a· s of certain property in tlie town of Murfreesboroucrh, Tennessee, known as the 
Cit.y Hotel, which property was taken possession of by order of General Geary, 
then commanding that post, for the purpose of establishing a general military hos
pital. 

A brick residence adjoining said hotel, owned by same parties, was also taken 
pos e sion of by military autliori*:f and used as a hospit-al and medical director's 
office, 1mrler charge of Medical-Director Snrgeon-General J. Mo es. 

Mrs. Willard, the memorialist, submits to yonr committee certificates of various 
officers on duty at Mnrfreesborongh, Tennessee, showing the · occupancy of this 
property at various times for military purposes. . 

It also appears to the satisfaction of yonr committee that the furniture in said 
hotel and btick residence adjoining was also taken possession of and used for hos
pital purposes. or so mnch thereof as was adapted to anrl useful for that purpose. 
It appears from a report made by Quartermaster-General Major-General M. U. 

Meigs of date July 18, 1865, "that the City Hotel was held in poss~·ssion by the 
United States forces from Januarv 6, 1863, tmt.il June 6, 1863, and from November 
18, 1863. to September 30, 1864. The dwelling-bouse was occupied for hospital pur
po es and meilical director's office January 5, 1863, and retained nntil June 1, 1864." 

This report is sustained by the affidavit of Miss Sarah A. Spence, of Murfrees
borougb, Tennes ee, one of the joint owners of the property above mentioned and 
de cribed, bearin~t date May 4, 1865. 

From tbe saill report it appears that the City Hotel was occupied by military 
authority for a petiod of fiftl1en months and twelvo clays, and that the brick resi
dence aajuining was occupied for sixteen months and twenty-seven days. 

From the evidence submitted, anll considering the purposes for which the prop
erty was u. ed, your committee are of the opinion that a reasonable and proper com
pensation for the use of said hotel would be 125 per month, and for the brick res
Idence adjoining, $50 per month, making in all, for use and occupation of said 
prcmi~Ses, the sum of $2,770. 

It appears that much of the furniture in said buildings, which amonnted to more 
than $:l,OOO, was destroyed; bot a port~on of it was used for hospital pnrposes, such 
as berls, bedding, chairs, antl many other articles of like character. Your commit
tee think that tl1e sum of $730 should be paid the memorialist for furniture belong
inp: to her and used in said buildini!S forhospital purposes. 

On the 22ll £lay of March, 1876, Mi s Sar-ah A. Spence, one of the joint owners of 
this property, assii!Jled by written a si_gnment, duly acknowledged before a notary 
public, under his seal, at the city of Albany, New York, all her rigl_l!j title, and 
rntercst in and to this claim against the United States to Sus.'\0 E. willard, the 
memorialist, making her the sole and only owner thereof. 

The loyalty of the claimant is not questioned or doubted, as, at the time this 
claim arose, she was tho wife of Surgeon-General Sylvester D. Willard. a true and 
loyal citizen of the State of New York, with whom she then resided. It was also 
shown by the verbal statement of Mrs. Willard, the memorialist, that at the time 
of the occupation of this property by authority of the United States her sister, 
Sarah A. Spence, was a minor, and therefore her loyalty is not questioned. 

Yonr committee, believing that the sum of $:1,500 is a just. and proper sum to be 
paid Mrs. Willard, the memorialist, for the nse and occnpation of her prop6rty and 
furniture used for hospital purposes, at Murfreesborough, Tennessee, report back 
to the Rouse t.he petition and papers with the accompanying bill appropriating that 
amount, and recommend its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

HARRY E. EASTMAN. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3374) for the relief of Harry E. Ea.stman, late lieutenant-colonel Sec
ond Regiment Wisconsin Cavalry Volunteers. 

(Objected to by 1\lr. HURLBUT.) 

HENRY L. CLOK. 

The next business on the Private Calendar wM the bill (H. R. No. 
3380) for the relief of Henry L. Clok. 

(Objected to by Mr. HURLBUT.) 
A. F. & N. C. ST. JOHN. 

The neT.: business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
1125)for the relief of A. F. & N.C. St. John, of Virginia. 

(Objected to uy Mr. HURLBUT.) 

1\IARVL'\ H. A)IE BURY. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
20 ) ~or the relief of Marvin H. Amesbury. 

(Objected to by Mr. HURLBUT.) 
CORA A. SLOCOMB, IDA A. RICHARDSON, Allo"'D CAROLI!'I"'E URQUHART. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3434) for the relief of Cora A. Slocomb, Ida A. Richardson and Car-
oline Urquhart. ' 

(Objected to by Mr. HOLl\fAN.) 
J. T. M1GINNISS1 UNITED STATES ARMY. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
2'257) for the relief of J. T. McGinniss, Cj,pt:tin of Thirteenth Infantry 
United States Army. ' 

The bill1 which was read, pro_vides that J. T. 1\~cGinniss, captain 
of the Thuteenth Infantry, Umt-ed States Army, IS hereby relieved 
from the responsibilit.y of commissary funds, amounting to 380.79, 
t.he property of the United States, which. were stolen from an office 
~;afe in a ted at Fort Shaw, Montana Territory, in October, 1877. 

The report was read, as follows : 
On or about the 29th of September, 181l7, a small iron office-safe belonginrr to the 

Government, for which Captain N. S. Constable, acting quartermaster United 
States Army, ~as responsible, was stolen from the headquarters at Fort Shaw, 
Montana Terrrtory. 

A board of examiners, consistin~ of three Army officers, was convened by Specia.l 
Orders No. 93 a.t Fort Shaw, October 9, 1867, to inquire into and report upon the 
lo s of said safo and its cont.entR. 

The board found that the safe had been taken by a person or persons nnknown 
to the responsible parties or to the board. 

The examiners also founrl as follows: 
"In said safe was $380.79, subsistence funds, for wWch First Lieutena.nt J. T 

McGinniss, assi tant quartermaster Thirteenth Infantry, acting commissary of sub: 
sistence at Fort Shaw, Montana, is responsible. 

"In said safe was $798.51 regi~enta.l funds of. the Thirteenth Infantry, and 
294.93 post funds; also, $'l7.14, regrmental band Tb.irteenth Infantry, and $300 pri

vate money, for which ]'irst Lieutenant Thomas J. Lloyd, adjutant Thirteent;h In
fantry and post, is re ponsible." 

The board of examiners further found that the safe had been turned over to 
Lieutenant McGinniss a few days previous to the theft; that a clerk slept in the 
office; that the safe was kept by McGinniss in the same manner it had been kept 
by his predecessor, 'lnd that it had probably been stolen by deserters froru the 
Army. 

The following certificate of Lieutenant J. B. Guthrie, of the Thirteenth Infantrv 
folly presents the case, and shows that the lo was not the result of any necrii: 
gence of McGinniss: " 

LIEUTENANT GUTHRIE'S STATEMENT. 

I hereby certify tl1at on or about the 20th dav of September, 1867, I tran ferrecl 
to date, Augnst31, 1867, to Captain N. S. Constable, assistant quarterma ter United 
States Army, a small office safo, (iron.) I retained the keys of the safe for the 
time being, and on the 27th of September I transferred them, (the keys,) to<Tethcr 
with what subsistence funds I was responsible for, $3E0.97, to Fir t Li utenant J. 
T. McGinniss, regimental quartermaster Thirteenth Infantry, who was ordered to 
reli~ve of duties m the S!ibdepartment at this place. On th~ 30th of eptember I 
received from Br'lvet MaJor-General John W. 'l'nmer, commiS&'trv of subsistence 
at Saint Louis, Missouri, the sum of LO,OOO, which I transferred io Lieutenant J. 
T. McGinniss on the lst day of October. On receiving this money Lieutenant Mc
Ginniss first discovered the safe had been stolen from the office. Searcb wa im
mediately instituted, bot without success. I know this safe contmned a lar~e 
amount of money, part of which was the amount I transferred to Lieutenant Mc
Ginniss a few days previous, and part of which money in the safe was depo ited 
b,v Lie!! tenant Lloyd, !Cgi~ental adjutant. Lieutenant McGinniss was not respon
Sible Cither for the safe or Its loss and contents. The safe had always remainod in 
the office, and no danger was apprehended of its being stolen. The exact amount 
of sub istence funds lost I cannot state. 

J. B. GUTHRIE, 
Second Lieutenant Thirteenth Infantry, U.S. A. 

The committee therefore recommend that H. R No. 2257 be amended as follows : 
Strike out the words '· $36, "in the sixth line, :md insert the worus '· ~-79, 11 anfl 
that the bill, thus amended, be passed. 

The amendment of the Committee of Claims was to strike out "$356" 
and insert " 380.79." 

The amendment wa.s agreed to. 
There being no objection, the bill, as amended, was laid a ide, to 

be reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

HARRY E. EASTl\IAN. 

Mr. HURLBUT. I made objection to the bill (H. R. No. 3374) for 
the relief of Harry E. Eastman, late lieutenant-colonel Second Regi
ment Wisconsin Cavalry Volunteers. 

Since then I have examined the papers carefully and now withdraw 
my objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no further objection the bill will be 
laid aside, to be reported to the House with a favorable recommenda
tion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the bill be read, so we may know what it is. 
Repeatedly I have discovered after adjournment thJ,t a wrong impres
sion had been created in the withdrawal of objection. A rule ought 
to be adopted that when objection is withdrawn the bill should be 
again read, so there may be no mistake. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes a.nd directs the Secretary of 
the Treasur_r to pay to Harry E. Ea.stman, (lf Gretm Bay, Wi con in, 
the sum of 5639.08 out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwj e 
appropriated, the same being in full satisfaction of his claim for pay 
as lieutenant-colonel of the Second Wisconsin Ca.valry Volunteers. 

There being no further objecticn, the bill was laid a ide, to be re
ported to the House with the recommenuation that it uo pass. 

MRS. A. E. llALL. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (IT. R. No. 
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2501) for the relief of the estate of Mrs. A. E. Hall, widow of Dr. 
David A. Hall. 

1\lr. HOLMAN. Let the report be read. 
The CHAIRMAN. There is no report. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Then I object. 

EDWIN EBERT. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
940) for the relief of Ed win Ebert. 

'l'be bill. wllh·h was read, directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pny, or cause to be paid, out of any money in the Treasury of the 
United States not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 110, to Edwin 
EhNt, ·]ate a contract surgeon in the United States Army, as compen
~ation for a horse, the property of said Ebert, lost in the service of 
tLe l Tnitecl Strtoos, at Springfield, Missouri, January 8, 1863. 

The report wa rend, as follows: · 
Th" bill directs the Sooretary of the Tren.sury to vay to Edwin Ebert $110, as 

com}l{'ll&'\tion for a hor;;e which he lost in the United States service at the batt.le 
of Sprin;rfield, Missouri, J:u:nary 8, 1863. Dr. Ebert wn.s a contract physician at 
tl:o tiwe his horse wa~ lo t. At the battle of Springfield, Missouri, it was found 
necessary that be houltl be mounted to enable him to go from one part of the fi eld 
to another, rlir-ectin~ the movement~! of the ambulances and ga.tbe1ing up the 
wounded. While enga!!ed in this duty his horse was shot from under him and 
killed. The claim was shortly afterward filed in the Third Auditor's Office, under 
tho act of March 30, 1 .49, as a claim for a horse ''lost in the military service of the 
United States, " an'l wns rejected in 1865, on the grouncl that Dr. Ebert wa<~ in the 
s(lrvice by contract only, and t.herefore not entitled to be mounted on a private 
horse. The committee think, however, that, as Dr Ebert was performing fidd 
duty at the time, which required him to be mounted, and the horse having been 
killed in the lint~ of duty, he is fairl.v entitled to compensation for it. The facts are 
shown by a certificate of S. H. W t\lcher, po t-sur~eon at Springfield, Missouri, and 
medical director of the po t, given shortly after me lo s occun-ed, and an affidavit 
of two citizens of the town, by which Ebert's statements are fully couobomted. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid a-side, to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

PRESBYTERI.AJ.""f CHURCH, GRATIOT, 1\UCIDGAN. 

The next businc son the Pnvate Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3:131) authorizing the Secretnry of War to permit the Protestant Epis
copal clmrch of Gratiot, Michigan, to erect and maintain a wooden 
church building ou the Fort Gratiot military reservation, Michigan. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs tht'.'l Secretary of 
War, if not incousistont with the requirements of t.he military serv
ice, to ~rant a permit to the Protestant Episcopal Church of Gratiot, 
Saint Clair County, Michigan, to erect and maintain on the Fort Gra
tiot military reservation a wooden bull ding for church worship, either 
on the reservation proper or on that part of the same occupied by the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company, with the assent of said compauy. 

The amen<lment of the committee was to strike out "Protest:-t.nt 
Episcopal" and insert " Presbyterian." 

Mr. CONGER. Also, wherever it occurs in the title, as it was a 
miahke of the printer. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
There being no objection, the bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be 

reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
JOHN PULFORD, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

The next business on the Privq,te Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3~83) to restore John Pulforcl, lieutenant-colonel United States Army, 
(retired ,) to his former rank on tho retired list. 

The bill, which wa · read, authorizes and empowers the President 
t() restore John Pulford, now lieutenant-colonel (retired) in the 
Uniteu States Army, to his former rank of colonel (retired) in the 
United States Army. 

The report was read, as follows: 
That section 2, above referred to, would ba.ve reduced the rank of a large num

b r of retired officers but for the proviso of the section, which excepted fi·om re
duction in rank tho e officers who bad been in service a.~ commissioned officers 
twenty.five yeara at the date of their retirement, and those officers who had lost an 
arm or a leg, or bad an arm or a leg permanently disabled by reason of resection on 
account of wounds, or both eye.s by reason of wounds received in battle. Officers 
r etired on the rank held by them at the time of retirement were also excepted from 
the operation of the act . The effect of these exceptions was to reclnce the large 
number of those who would have otherwise lost rank to sixteen at the present 
time. Among this small number, however, are several quite as effectually a ll d 
permanently tlisabled n.s are those who come within the exceptions of the acl. The 
case of Licutenant·Colonel John Pulford, refeiTed to your committee with Execu· 
tive Document No. 98, is one of these. This officer entered the service as first 
lieutenant. of Company A, Fifth Michigan Infu::Jtry; remained in service to the end 
of the war, aml rose to the command of a brigade with the rank of brigadier·gen
eral by brevet. lle rt'.ceived six wounds, one as captain of a company, four a.s 
commander of a. re.,.imcnt, and one while commanding a brigade. Two of the sever
est n.re thus descriGed in the report of the r otiring board.: First, "a wound from a 
spent iX·J>Ound rounrl shot, which fractured tho temporal bone of tho skull, broke 
his colla.r.bone and lower jaw, causing epileptic convulsions, which wound wa.s re
ceived at the battle of Malvem Hill, Vir;:dnia, July 1, 1 G2." Second," a wound 
from a Minie·ball, which entered the right side of the neck and passing backward 
and downward carried away tho spinal process of one of the upper tlorsal verte
brre, and has left the spinal cord imperfectly protected, and which last-mentioned 
wound wa.<t received at the battle of the Wilderness, Virginia, May 5, 1864, while 
be was lieutenant-colonel of the Fifth Regiment Michigan Veteran Volunteer In
fantry. and in actual. command of said regiment." 

Dr. D. 0. Farrand, one of the most eminent nrgeons of Detroit, lfichlgan, in an 
aftida.vit da.ted July 12, 1875. al. o describes the clisablin" effects of the wounds. He 
t estifies that "he l.s personally acquainted with, aDI\ has carefully examined, the 
said Colonel John Pulfonl, and fimh1 that his arms arc permanently llisabled by rea. 
son of a gun-shot wound r eceived in battle, the ball havin~entered theri~htside of 
the neck, 11assing back ward, downward. and outward, carry in~ away a portion of 
tho first and second dorsal vertel.Jrre. The wound hns healed, but bas left the spinal 
cor-tl CO\f' t·ed only b :v tbo integnmeuts for the space uf near·ly one inch, the arms 
being permanently disabled by reason of the iujm'Y done to the brachial pleJ..-us." 

This gallant officer was, upon a favorable report of the retiring board, retired 
with the full rank of colonel December 15, 1870. He waR reduced to the rank of a 
lieutenant·colonel lly the operation of the so.called "Crawford act," approv11d 
March 3, 1875, and his eu.se not falling technically (though Colonel Pulford is clearly 
among the most completel,v disabled officers of the ret.irea list) within the excep· 
tions of that law, he r emams under the mortification and injustir.e of degradation 
from a rank fairly won by conspicuous _gaUantry, a steady fidelity to duty, and by 
a permanent disability from wounds of the severest and most painful character. 

Your committee, therefore, believing that this officer should be restored to his 
orij!inal retired rank, as a caM falling within the spirit, if not the letter, of the so
called Crawford act, report the accompanying bill for his relief. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. · 

ALMERON E •• CALKINS. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
559) for the relief of A1meron E. Calkins, late a second lieutenant in 
the Eighth Michigan Ca.valry. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Paymaster
General of the United Stat-es Army to pay Almeron E. Calkins, late a 
second lieutenant in the Eighth Regiment of Michigan Cavalry, the 
pay and allowances of a second lieutenant from the 22d day of 1\larch, 
1834, to the 23d day of July, 1864, the date of his muster as such sec
ond lieutenant. 

The report was read, as follows: , 
That the case of this officer, in the opinion of your committee, comes within the 

rules and decisions of the War Department respecting the terms and conditions
precedent to a. muster into t.be volunteer service durin~ the war. He was commis
sioned and iu possession of his commission from the 19th day of March, 1864, and, 
bv order of Lieuumant-Colonel B. H. Hill, superintendentol volunteer recruiting 
service, dated Detroit, Michigan, March 2'2, 1864. entered upon the duties of a com
missioned officer on that d:ty. This order id as follows: 

rorders No. 42.) 
OFFICE OF SUPERINTE..~DENT VOLU!I'TEER RECRUITING SERVICE, 

Detroit, Michigan, March 2'2. 1864. 
Lieutenant A. E. Calkins, Eighth Michigan Cavalry, will proc11ed without delay 

in charge of a detachment of recruits for the .Army of the Ohio, after which he 
will join his regiment. 

The Quartermaster's Department will furnish transportatien. 
By oraer of Lieutenant-Colonel B. H. Hill, superintendent volunteer recruiting 

service. 
JOHN H. KNIGHT, 

Oaptnl.n Eighteenth. United Statts Infantry, in charge of ojficc. 

It is in evidenee that Lieutenant Calkins joined his regiment on or about the 
27th of llirch, 1864, at Mount Sterling, Kentucky, and was ass!gned anrl mustered 
into Company K, which muster was soon after found to be iUe1!3l, and wa.<> can· 
celed. He was subsequently sent to Company I, which was entitled to a second 
lieutenant by reason of legal numbers and n. vacancy ; but before muster he was 
sent to Company K agam, which company was without a commissioned officer 
present for duty, and to whicb..most of the recruits brought by him had been as· 
sig-ned. Hecommanrled this company on the Atlanta campaign :md snllseqClently. 

That, on account of active service entered upon by the cavalry soon after be 
,joined, be bad no opportunity to be mnst{}red until about the 1st of September, 
when he was mnstered to fil.I a vacancy in Uompany K, which occnn-ed July 23, 
1864. 

Yonr committee are of opinion that this officer, who was commissioned fm· no 
particular company, should have been mustered, upon joining his regiment, into 
any vacancy of second lieutenant in said regiment, to date from March 1!2, 1864, the 
date of his entering upon duty as a commissioned ofticer. It appears from the 
records of the regiment that Company I had the requisite number and a vacancy 
of second lieutenant at the time of his reporting for duty. I r. seems, therefore, to 
have been owing to the frequent shifting comlnand of this re:ziment from the colo
nel to the major that this duty was not attended to, and from no fault or ne-gl~ct 
on tho part of Lieutenant Calkins, who simply obeyed the oruers of his superior 
officers. . 

Tho hardRbip is great-er in this case from the fact that Lieutenant Calldns, who 
bad previously belonged to an infantry re!rlment, was recruitin~ from about the 1st 
of Jaliuar,\', 1.:'64, and had enrolled over fifty men for this regiment before he was 
appointed from civil life a second lieutenant. For nearly seven months, therefore, 
so far as t.he evidence shows, be was without the pay of an enlist-ed man even, 
though dning the duty of a commander of a company, and really entitled to extra. 
pay for ~e and responsibility of arms and accoutermenta during nearly fonrmontbs 
of that time. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the bill, with an amendment striking 
out in the seventh line the word "nineteenth ' anll inaerting "twenty-second." 

The · runeudment of the committee was to strike out "nineteenth" 
and insert '·twenty-second;" so it will read "twenty-second day of 
March." 

The amendment was agreed to. 
There being no objection, the bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be 

reported to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

MRS. A. E. HALL. 

Mr. CATE. I call op again a bill {II. R. No. 2501) for the relief of 
the estate of Mrs. A. E. Hall, widow of Dr. David A. Hall. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I must object that this is not in regular order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill was not exactly objec~ed to, but, there 

being no report in the case and the reading of t.he report being de
manded, it was passed over. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I objected to the bill as there wa-s no report ac
companying it. 

1\Ir. CATE. There is a report, and I a.sk to have it rea.ci. 
Mr. HOL~IAN. I have seen the report since I nraue the objection, 

and I now withdraw my objection and ask that the bill be aga.in 
read. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the commissioners 
of t.he sinking fund of the District of Columbia to pay, out of mon
eys in their hands, to the lega,l repre entat.ives of the esta.te of Mrs. 
A. E. Hall, willow of David A. Hall, deceased, the sum uf $1,955, be
ing the a.mount founu to be due the estate of said D<.tvid A. Hall I.Jy 
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the accounting officers of said District. pursuant to the optmon of 
the attorney of s:tid District in relation to the liability of said Dis
tFict to said estate for ta:xes collected and illegally detained fi·om said 
deceased, and interest thereon. 

The report was read, as follows: 
The Committee for the District of Columbia, to whom was referred Honse bill 

No. 2501, a bill for the relief of Mrs. A. E. Hall, widow of Dr. David Hall, submit 
the following report, and recommend the passage of ~he bill : . . . . 

Prior to 17!!6 one James Gt·eenleaf conveyed certam real estat.e m this D1stnct 
to Hobert .Mot~·is and his associates, who conveyed the same ro the United States. 

Greenleaf claimed that his conve>anco to the United States did not <livest him of 
the titlt:>, and conveyecl the same to}:>r .. David Ball, husband _of t~e claimant. 

In 1813 the United States fileu a btU m chancery to perfect Its title; but t.he case 
was110t decided until1857, and then the title of the United States wa-s confinned. 

Iu the mean time the property has been ass'essed to Greenleaf and those claim in"' 
under him. David A. Hall paid the taxes so assessed tlming such litig!ltion, an~ 
took certificates of such payment entitling him ro a tax deed of the preruises at the 
expiration of a certain time m1less r edet1med. . . . . . 

The premises were not redeemed, and at the exprration of the time limited ~or 
that purpose Hall applied for a deed or the refunding of the money, both of w h1ch 
were rcfLlSed. 

'.fhe matter ha.~ been referred to the attorney for the District, who reportefl in 
favot· of allowing the claim at l ,!13l.82, and the same was audited and allowed by 
the late auditors in accordance with such opinion, but failed in getting the ap
pronl of the sinkiug-fund commissioners. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported to 
the H~use with the recommendation that it do pass. 

JOHN RENTZ, 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3484) for the relief of John Rentz. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and directs the Secretary of 
War to correct the military record of John Rent.z, late of the Fourth 
Regiment Michigan Veteran Volunteer Infantry, and to granthiman 
honorable discharge as of the 14th day of February, 1866, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury to allow and pay to said John Rentz, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, all arrears 
of pay and bouuty to w·hich he would have been entitled if he h:td 
been honorably discharged on the 14th day of February, A. D. 1866. 

The report was read, as follows: 
Tb at the "statement of service" from the Adjutant-General's Office shows that 

John Rentz was enrolled in Company B, Fourth Regiment Michigan Volunteers, 
on the 20th of June, 1861, to serve for three years or during the war. and re-en· 
listed as a veteran volunteer Decem bAr 2!J, l t'63, and that be was reporte:l "de
serted a.t San Antonio, Texas, February 14, 181i6." The war record shows no charge 
of dereliction of duty during this long service of four years and eight months. 
On the other band, the major of his regiment and the captain of his company hear 
testimony to his gallantry and good conduct; and tbesnrgeon of the regiment, the 
adjutant, and ten ot_her otlic_ex:s, :_mel several privates of his regiment, with several 
ofticers of other regiments, JOlll m a certificate that "he was hlways on duty and 
never sl1rank from the faithful performance thereof." They further state that, 
"after the war was over and an order had been issued to have the veteran detach
ment discb:JJ"ged, he came home without leave, and was marked as a deserter." 

In considetation of the well-established fidelit-y and gallantry of this soluier for 
the peTiod of four vears and eight monthsJ extending to a date nearly one year 
after the virtual closing of the war, aud atter his contract of service with the 
Goverlllllent was really completed, your committee are of opinion that 11o strong 
case is presented for the jnst clemency of Congress. 

Your committee report back a substitute for House bill No. 303, and recommend 
its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid n.side, to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

CAPTAL.~ SAl\IUEL ADAMS. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
3489) for the relief of Captain Samuel Adams. 

The bill w:tS read as follows: 
Be it enacted, d:c., That the Secretary of the Trea-sury be, ancl be is hereby, au

tllorized and directed, out of any money iu the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to pay to Captain Samuel Adams the sum of $31750, in full satisfaction of his claim 
or claims arrainst the United States f•r all services, losses sustained, and moneys 
expended by him in exploring the Colorado, the Blue and Granc.lltiver.<! of t.he West 
:melt he 1·e~ion of conn try adja~ent thereto, and reportmg the same to the Secretary 
of War anu the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I call for the re:tding of the report. 
The report of the Committee of Claims was read, as follows: 
That the claimant for manv/· ears, dating back to 1864, had been eng-aged in ex

plorinp; the Colorado River an the reg_ion of country acljacent t.hereto; t.hat his 
tliscoveries in this hitherto comparativeLy unknown region were such as to attra.ct 
the attention of observant men, embracing members of Con~ess and the then 
Secretary of \Var, Hon. E. M. Stanton, at whose instance the clannant embouied the 
result of his explorations in a report to the Secretary of War. He also, it seems, 
at. the request of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, gave information 
of ·mine as to routes, settlements, and towns from the Colorado River to Salt Lake 
City which points were, by the Commissioner, marked upon his published map. 
The importance of this river to navigation, and its adjacent mineral and timber re
sources were such, in t.he estimation of the Secretary of War, as to inrluce him to 
direct tha claimant to return to the Pacific coast of California to accompany boats 
to said river, and ascend it on a tour of inspection and explorat.ion. This was done. 
and the Colorado River was ascended and its navigability demonstrated for the 
first time for a. dist.ance of some six hundred and twenty miles. Ji'rom thence be 
procetJded inland across the main divide of the Rocky Mountains in Colorado Ter
Iitory, and organized an expedition, constructed at his own expense fo_nr boats, 
furnished provisions, arms, &c., and descended the Blue and Grand R1vers, ex· 
ploring the region of the Grand and Green Rivers, making mauy cliscoYeries val. 
nable to sci. ·nce, histo'ry, and most useful to the ma.t~rial interests of the Govern
ment. 

Among the more prominent results of these explorations and observa.tions may 
be mentioned the following: The discovery of a new, t:aftl, ancl fresh-watt'r harbor 
below the mouth of the Colorado. named Victoria Bay, now known a!! " Isal>eJla. 
Harbor," demonstrating t.he navigallilit.v of thtl eo lot ado River to Calh·ille. a d' -;~ 
tance of six hundred and twenty miles. a point far beyond where tho United l::itates 
tm~ineers reported the river susceptible of navigation, tlm-. stimulating th11 com· 
merce of the river and giving access to the rich mines of coaJ, copper, gold, aml 

silver lying beyond; establishinlt the feasibility of a railroa-d route for fom hun
dred mile.<> from Salt Lake Uit.y ro the head of navigation. and giv in<:?; nn HnintPI'· 
rupted route to the Pacific. Ocean without crossing tue Sierra Ne\·ada Mountains; 
the di~coYcry of valuable timber suitable for various mechanical an •l tloltH"St·iC 
use ; the discover.v of the greatest fall in the Colorado, the cxteut of its valleys, 
antl tho location of its agricultural lauds; J?Ointa of mineral wealili and evidences 
of extinct and existing types of advanced mvili2>ation; many of wltich results have 
been since greatly utilized by the engineers and scientists acting under the author· 
ity of the Unitetl States Government. 

"The descentof the Grand lliver, above alluded to, was attended with severe hard· 
ships, imminent pe1ils, and serious losses to the claimant and his party, in the 
wrcok of his boats and loss of personal property and valuable paper~>. The claim
ant, in 1871, made his report to the Secretary of War, which was submitted, with ltis 
claim for compensation, t() Congress, and by Congress printed; which report is 
herewit.h submitted. 

The memorialist claims $20,000 compensation for services. 
The committee are satiBfie<l, from the proofs and paper·!! snb1nitted, that iu jus

tice and equity the claimant deserves some COlllj)ensatio.n from the Govemm(:nt. f~r 
his labors, hazards, and losses. The only que hons which ha\'o embarra sed t-h01r 
consitlerat.iou are, first., the existence of the authority on tho part of the Secrct~'·r.v 
of War to send the claimant upon such an e~plorat.ion, and the real. tangible 
amount to which he could lay claim as the direct result of an actual or implied con
ti·act. 

That the last trip of claimant to the Pacific coast, and up the Colorado, and over 
the mountains, and down the Blue and Gran<l Rivers, was made under t-he license 
and direction of the Secretary of War is satisfactolily established; that the claim· 
ant was to receive a compensation is al.-o apparent. That the Secretar.v of War 
expected this compensation, so far as the navi.rration of the Colorado River wa-s 
concerned, to come out of the appropriations for the coast and bar hot· sur>eys, &c., 
is clearly inferable; but as subsequent examination shows that this appropriation 
could not be so applied, no fund was at the command of the \Var Department for 
such compensation. Anti a misunderstanding seems to have sprung up between 
the Secretary of War as well as a jealousy or criticism on the part of the Govern
ment engineers, which~ coupled with the loss and displacement of paper-1 constitut
ing important links in the chain of evidence, only recently supplietl, have delayed 
any favorable or final action ~n this claim to this da~. . 

The claim for $700 for seL·vtces and outla.yR of chumant m 1863 and 1864 cannot 
be allowed, as they were rendered and made prior· to any v.retenseof aut.hol'ityfi'Om 
the Secretary of War. So of the item of $L,41i5 for liabilities incurred in running 
the steamer Esmeralda up and down the Colorado in 1865 and 1866. So of the item 
of $250 for going from Callville to Salt Lake City and San Francisoo in 1865. 

The item of $300 in going from San Francisco ro Call ville, building rafts for arms 
and provisions, and descending the river four hundred miles, is rejected for the 
same reason; likewise the following items: $450 for !-raveling from Cn,llville to 
Washington City and reporting the facts in 1866; $160, personal eA'J)enses while in 
Washington City making out reports, &c. 

Subsequent to this time, as the further serviCes of the claimant seem to have 
been prosecuted under the sanction of the Secretary of War, and as the Goveru
ment and pnblic were manifestly benefited by the labor, bazarus, and outlays of 
the claimant, it seems but right and just that a reasonable compensation sboultl be 
allowed him. While, in the judgment of your committee, the~e:tt benefits result;. 
ing to the Government might outweigh any small computation, yet, in appropriat
in"' the public money, they feel no license to enter the uncertain fieltl of pecnla
tion or extravagance; and' reducing the claim to actual dil·ect compensation on the 
basis of a contract and the extent of service performed and money expended, thG 
committee present the fo!lowing account as near·ly just and reliable al> is a.tt:~inablo: 
For returnmg from Washington City to Colorado }{iver, via San Francis-

co, to prosecute the explorations .... .. . .... . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 250 00 
For expenses and services in ascending the Colorado River, seven hun

dred miles, cro~'~sing to Salt Lake Cit.v and the mountains, building four 
boats, purchasing arms and ammunition, instruments, and provisions, or
ganizing the force, and the voyage down the Iiver, and loss of property, 
and report of exploration, &c., to the Government.................... 3, 500 00 

Making in all ...... ··-·-·· ...••. ··-··· .. -··-········-·............ 3, 750 00 
For which amount your committee herewith report a bill making the necessary 

appropriation and recommend its pas:>age. 
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported favor

ably to the House. 
B. E. GARLAND AND F. M. HOPPIN. 

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
515) for the relief of Sarah E. Garland and Frank .M. Hop pin, with 
an amendment by the Committee of Claims. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, cite., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, au

thorized aml directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap. 
propriated, to Austin .M. Garland, for the use and benefit of Sar .. h E . Garland ami 
Frank .M. Hoppin, the sum of $337.~21 together \vith interest thereon, at the rate 
of 6 per cent. per annum, from the :oro day of May, 1868, until the passage of this 
act, being the amount of succession tax erroneously paid by them to the collector 
of the eighth district of illinois at the date aforesaid. · 

The amendment of the Committ.ee of Claims was read, as follows: 
After "$337.82" strike out "together with interest thereon, at the rate of 6 per 

cent. per annum, from the 2d day of May, 186e, until the passage of this act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 

favorably to the Honse. 
E. B. M'PHERSON, JR. 

The next lmsiness on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. No. 
2905) for the relief of E. B.l\fcPherson, jr., of Boonville, Missouri. 

The bill was read, aa follows: 
Bei(enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, audbe is hereby, author. 

ized and directed, out of any money noto1berwise appropriated, to pay ro Captain 
E. n. McPhe1-son, jr., of Boonville, Missouri, the sum of 563.12, in full satisfaction 
of the balanoo due him for use a.nd time of the steamer Lexiugron, employed in 
transporting Government troops and supplies on the Upper .Missoul'i River, from 
Fort Sully anrl return to same place, June 18 to June 2U, ltl6ti, two days thirteen 
and a. half hours. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

BENJAMIN L. COR~TJSH. 

Mr. FORT. I ask tuat. I may be permitted to with1lraw my objec
tion to the bill (S. No. 560) for the relief of Benjamin L. Uorui:sh, 
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late second lieutenant of the Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteer In
fantry. 

.Mr. HOLMAN. Let the bill be again read. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That the Paymaster.General of the United States Army be, 

and be is hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of any money appropria,ted or 
hereafter to be appropriated for the payment of the Army, to Benjamin L. Cornish, 
late second lieutenant in the Thlrty.second Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers, the 
pay and emoluments of a second lieutenant of infantry from the llt.h day of Novem· 
ber, 1864, to the 12th day of June, 186:l, durin.g w bic.h time be actually performed duty 
and was reJ!11la1-ly commissioned as such second lieutenant, but was not mustered 
in: Provided, That whatever amount, if any, shall have been paid to the said Benja. 
min L. Cornish for his services in the Army during the t.ime above specified shall 
be deducted from the amount of the pay and emoluments of a second lieutenant, and 
the balance only paid to him. t;> 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, to be reported 
favorably to the House. 

.Mr. SINGLETON. I move that the committee rise that the House 
may consider n. bill received from the Senate in regard to the con
tinuation of the public printing. 

Air. HOLMAN. I hope tile committee will rise at any rate. It is 
now getting late. 

The motion of .1\fr. SINGLETON was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker pro tempore having resumed 

tho chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that"'the Committee of the Whole 
House had had under consideration the Private Calendar, and had 
directed llim to report with favorable recommendations sundry bills, 
some with and some without amendments. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent that an order be ma,(ie 
that the bills reported from the Committee of the Whole on the Pri
vate Calendar ue engrossed and read a third time and passed. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let them be passed one by one. There is no occa
sion for thil'! unusual haste. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw the motion. 

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I ask unanimous consent to take from the 

Speaker's table for present consideration the bill (S. No. 960) to con
tinue tlle public printing. I desire to say that although the bill has 
not been referred formally to the Committee on Appropriations we 
bave had it under consideration, and I am instructed to recommend 
its passage, with an amendment striking out "sixty" and inserting 
" ten " days. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker's 
table and read a first and second time. 

The bill authorizes the Congressional Printer to continue the work 
required by law in advance of appropriations to be hereafter made, 
and provides that the act shall continue in force for sixty days. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I move to amend by striking out '' sixty" and 
inserting " ten." 

Mr. CASWELL. I beg to inquire of the gentleman from Mississippi 
if this is a unanimous report of the committee 1 

Mr. SINGLETON. So far a-s I have seen the committee they all 
agree to it. It has not been formally referred to the committee. If 
wo waited for that the Senate might adjourn, and t.welve o'clock 
would arrive without any provision being made for the public print
ing, and to-morrow there will be no CoNGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

.Mr. CASWELL. It seerus that the committee have not had the 
matter under consideration formally. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Most of the members of the Committee on Appro
priations are in the House and were consulted. 

Mr. BANKS. If the gentleman from Mississippi will allow me, I 
desire to say that it seems to me tha.t ten days is a short time. If we 
pass a bill of this character it should be for a longer period than ten 
days. I do not know but sixty days is too long. I think the amend
ment proposing ten days proposes a period too short for the object in 
view. I would su~gest. twenty days. 

Mr. SINGLETON. We are putt.ing it upon precisely the same 
ground as the bill passed this morning with regard to other appro
priations. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read a third time; and it 

was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

FURLOUGH OF E~1PLOYES OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 
Mr. SlNGLETON. I desire now to make a. privileged motion. I 

am instructed by the Committee on Printing to report a joint resolu
tion (H. R. No. 139) granting a. furlough to employes of the Govern
ment Printing Office. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second time. · 
The joint resolut.ion grants to employes in the Government Print

ing Ofiiee a furlough of twenty days, without loss of wages, that they 
may have an opportunity to attend the centennial exhibition. 

1\Ir. SINGLETON. I send to the desk to ue read a memoriu.l of the 
employe~ of t.he Government Printing Office. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
A petition from the employes of the Government Printing Office, asking Congress 

for twenty days' leave of absence with pay, &c. 
1'o the Senate and HoU!:e of Representatives: 

We, the employes of the Government Printing Office, hereby petition ConiTe.<>s 
for twenty days' lea,'e of absence with pay, the time to he allow eel_ wheneve~ the 
Congressional Printer may, in hisjuugment deem it compa1illlewitb the public in· 
~~eJf:~~to!~e numller of employes to be furloughed at ~me time being placed at 

Clerks in departmental employ receive thirty days' leave with pay, each year. 
We are not so favored. Time lost by us, under a.ny circumstance, even an hour, is 
deducted from our wa~es. While we feel that this discrimination against us as 
mechanics should not &ist in view of the nature of our services. w~ do not ask 
for the regular yeally leave of absence. We have labored faithfully for the Gov
ernment, the very nature .of out· employment being a heavy d1·ain upon the vital 
forces; ancl we pray the granting of this petition as a boon that shouhl not be with
held in the centennial year of onr Republic's existence. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

Mr. SINGLETON. It is a fact well known t.o members of the House 
that in every other Department of the Government the employes have 
thirty days~ leave of absence during the year, while the employes in 
the Printing Office do not have a day. Not only that, but, as stated 
in their memorial, if they lose one hour it is deducted from their wa.(Yes. 
This joint resolution proposes to ~i ve them twenty days' leave ol'ab
sence at such time as the Public Printer may deem proper. I believe 
this is right. We take time for ourselves to visit this exhibition, 
and our salary is continued. I believe we ought to grant. the same 
privilege to the employes of the Government Printincr Office, pro-
vided it <"oes not retard the public printing. 

0 

Mr. FOSTER. Allow me to say to the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. SINGLETON] that I am very much gratififld at this exhibition of 
liberality on his part. I wish to remind. him, however, that he is mis
taken in one thing; all the employes in the other Departments are not 
entitled to thirty days' furlough during the year. The laborers, watch
men, n.nd messengers now in the Departments do not have thirty 
days' furlough. I suggest to the gentleman that he should include 
them, and also the soldiers and sailors who are not allowed any time. 

Mr. SL~GLETON. Offer your amendment, and I will not object 
~~ ' 

Mr. BANKS. I have an amendment which I will offer if the gen-
tlema.n will allow me. I do not object to the joint resolution which 
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] has reported. I am 
willing to vote for it; but I think there are some others that should 
be included. I therefore move to amend by a-dding.to it that which 
I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

And that a furlough of five days without reduction of pay be allowed to the em· 
plojlis of the other Executive Departments for attendance at the centennial expo
sition, at snch time as in the judgment of the chief officers of said Departments it 
may be done without detriment to the public service. 

.Mr. LUTTRELL. I move to amend the amendment by striking 
out "five days" and inserting "ten days." 

Mr. BANKS. I did not intend to indicate any particular number 
of days, but to leave the number blank to be filled by the House. 

.Mr. SINGLETON. I am willing to accept the amendment. 

.Mr. BANKS. I propose this amendment as a matter of public in
terest, not merely as a favor to the persons enga.ged in the different 
Departments, nor as a matter of sentiment or feeling on our part. 
The centennial exhibition is certainl:v one of the most successful ex
hibitions of industry that has ever ·been attempted by any nation. 
We have done the best we could under the circumstances, not all that 
we shoultl have done, but the best we could, in order to bring about 
an exhibition of the capacities of the people of the United St.at.es at 
this time. It is a matter of great importance to the conntry a-s a 
means of instruction that the people of all sections of the country 
sJ;to~~d visit. this. exhibition: Other goveruments having snch ex
hibttwns have gtven to thmr employes and so far as possible to the 
common people an opportunity to visit the exhibitions without cha.rge 
and without cost to themselves. , 

Now, inasmuch as there are several thousand people employed by 
the Government in the vicinit.y of Philadelphia, where the exllibition 
is held, people who are not overpaid, who are in many instances per
sons of great intelligence: and who will be benefited by a study of 
the exhibit,ion at Philadelphja, I think we ought to give them at 
least five davs' time in which to make such a visit.. I do not uelie>e 
the people of the country will object to it or that it will be at all 
detrimental to the interests of the country. 

.Mr. HOLMAN. I wonld suggest that the amendment might be 
amended uy inserting the wonls "and other employes of the Go,·ern
ment'' after the words reln.tiug to t.he employes of the Depa1·tments 
here. I do not think it exactly right to discriminate in favor of those 
who are right here around us in this city and who are able to ask this 
favor of us. This resolution, if passed at all, should apply to all per
sons in the employment of the United States generally. 

Mr. BANKS. I will agree to that. I meant to include all employes 
of the Government. 

Mr. KASSON. H seems to me that the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. SINGLETON] would do well to include in one resolution the per
sons to whom he refers as well as those embraced in the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. BANKS,] and give the same 
length of t.ime to all employes of t.he Government. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The objection of the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. SINGLETON] seems to have some weight ~n it; that is, that the 
employes of the Executive Departments, according to established cus
tom, already have allowed them a vacation of thirty days each dur
ing the year. 

.Mr. KASSON. Then, why not say thn.t all officers and employes of 
the several Departments of the Government who under ex~sting regu
lations are not entitled to thirty days' leave of absence during the 
year shall D.ereafter be entitled to so many days for the purpose 
name<:l 'f 
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Mr. HOLMAN. That is right. 
Mr. KASSON. Under regulations to be prescribed by the heads of 

the respective Departments. 
Mr. RANDALL. The clerks in the various Departments, who now 

take thirty days' leave of absence under the law, have a right to do 
so in order to go to and return from their several homes. The time 
proposed to be allowed by this resolution in order to visit the centen
nial exhibition would be accounted as a part of their thirty days and 
would break in upon their usual leave of absence to that extent. I 
desire to give them five days' leave of absence in adilition to their 
usual thirty days. 

Mr. KASSON. I will not object to that. !Iy object is merely to 
make it uniform in its application as to time and privileges. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let us make it uniform throughout the country 
so far as regards the .employesof the Government, andnotlet it affect 
the ordinary vacation or furlough to which the clerks in the Depart
ments are now entitled by law. 

The SP.EAKER pro tempm·e. The Chair suggests to the gentleman 
from Iowa to reduce his amendment to writing. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The only object I had in view was to carry out 
the request contained in the memorial of the employes of the Gov
ernment Printing Office. They have asked for twenty clays; and I 
have felt that we ought to give it to them. The amendment pro
posed by the gentleman from Massachusetts does not interfere at all 
with the thirty days' leave which is already accorded to employes in 
the Departments; it is a gratuity upon our part in the form of an 
additional five days which they may use now if they choose for the 
purpose of visiting the centennial, as I suppose most persons would 
like to do on the Fourth of July. 

Mr. KASSON. I suggest to the gentleman that there are in the 
E~ecuti ve Departments many persons who are employed, as are those 
in the Engraving and Printing Bureau, on daily wages, and whose 
pay is not equal to th:lt of thoso for whom it is proposed to provide. 

Mr. LUTTRELl. And who receive no furloughs. 
Mr. KASSON. And who receive no furloughs. My object is to do 

equal justice in this particular, and to make the time allowed lona 
enough to enable artisans and others to attend the Centennial and 
see the exhibition fully; and this privilege should be gi veu in such 
a way that their accumulated wages may pay their expenses to Phila
delphia and back. That is the object I have in view. 

Mr. RANDALL. I suggest that if we send these employes of the 
Government Printing Office off for twenty days we shall have nobody 
here to do the printing. 

Mr. KASSON. Of course this leave is to be taken subject to regu
lations to be made by the heads of the respective Departments as to 
thf' time when ~he different employes shall go, because they cannot 
all go at once. 

Mr. WHITE. I move to refer this whole subject-matter to the 
Committee on the Centennial Celebration, that they may perfect tbe 
proposition. There seems to be such diversity of opinion that I think 
it will be impossible for us to reach an agreement in the House. 

Mr. BANKS. I hope that will not be done .Although there seems 
to be some want of uniformity in the views of different gentlemen, 
it will be found that the proposition as it stands is perfectly practi
cable, considering the purposes in view. The printers and binders 
are now allowed no fudough, and they have a-sked for twenty days. 
The House seems disposed to give it to them. There are other em
ployes of the Government who are now allowed, I understand, a fur
lough of thirty days at different seasons of the year to vi it their 
homes. We desire to give to these persons five days more for a spe
cific purpose: for the public benefit as well as their own. 

Why should not the proposition be allowpd to pass without being 
encumbered with other matters f Why should the gentleman from Iowa 
embarrass the question by a proposition in regard to the furlough to 
those engaged in the Printin~ and Engraving Bureau, a matter which 
can be arranged at another time and in another propo .ition f Do not 
entangle it with this question. We cannot make this matter entirely 
uniform. 

.Mr. WHITE. Will the gentleman from :Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] 
allow me to offer a suggestion f There are some employes who 
receive annual salaries and others who receive so mnch per day. 
Now, I submit to the gentleman whether a difficulty will not arise 
in regard to which of the employes of the Government here and else
where will be entitled to these five or ten days Y 

.Mr. B.ANKS. No, sir; that is included in the amendment I om~red. 
:Mr. WHITE. I think this question can be settled in committee 

much better than in the House. 
.1\I.r. BANKS. If a per:.son to whom this five days' leave is granted 

is employed by contract, he will not suffer any deduction of pa.y; but 
for his absence the average amount of his pay will be :tllowed him. 
That is as near as we can come to it by any amendment. I hope gen
tlemen will allow this resolution to pass, and afterward·! will cheer
fully vote for any suppl~mentary proposition which they may intro
duce. 

Mr. KASSON. If the resolution be recommitted with leave to 
report at any time, I think this matter can be adjusted in a few mo
ments. I wish simply to arri ve at what is right. 

Mr. PHILIJ?S, of .Missouri. I hope we shall have a vote. 
Mr. SINGLETON. In regard to the proposition to refer this mat

ter to the Committee on the Centennial Celebration, I will say 

that it came from that committee this morning and on their mo
tion was referred to the Committee on Printing. To knock this mat
ter about backward and forward from one committee to another 
sel:'ms to me t o be occupying unnecessarily the time of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. I suggest that oue week instead of ten days be the 
time specified ; because a week will be broken into and lost at any 
rate. Let these employes have a week. · 

Mr. BANKS. That is very fair. I modify my amendment by sub
stitutinO' one week for five days. 

:Mr. FOSTER. It is evident that this matter ought to be referred 
to a committee to put it into proper and intelligible shape. I would 
suggest a special committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I would like to offer a substitute. 
The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. Does the gentleman from Mississippi 

[Mr. SINGLETO~] yield for that purpose T 
.Mr. SINGLETON. No7 sir; I decline to yield. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Allow it to be read. 
.Mr. SINGLETON. I accept the amendment of thegentlemanfrom 

Michigan [.Mr. Co~GER] granting one week instead of five days. I 
now move the previous question. 

Mr. WHITE. I submit that one week will be insufficient. 
The previous question was seconded aud the main question ordered. 
Mr. WHITE. I rise to a question of order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. WHITE. I want to know whether it is not in order now to 

vote on my motion to 1·ecommit t 
The SPEAKE.Rpl'O tempore. It is not. 
Mr. KASSON. I ask that the resolution, as it has been modified, 

will be read. 
The resolution, as modified, was read. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 

time ; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and pa-ssed. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
resolution was passed; and also moved th3lt the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. KASSON. I move to amend the title by adding the words" and 

others." • 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WHITE. I wish to ask a question for information. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I demand the regular order of business. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular order of business is the 
consideration of the report from the Committee of the w ·hole on the 
Private Calendar; and the Clerk will read the titles of the bills, and 
they will be considered, if there be no objection, as ordered to be en
grossed, and being engrossed, read a third time in the case of House 
bills, and as ordered to a thirrl reading and read the third time in the 
ca e of Senate bills, and that the amendments reported from the Com
mittee of the Whole House as concurred in and the bills passed. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
The Clerk read the titles of the bills, as follows: 
A bill (H. R. No. 3114) for the relief of William Gemmill; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3367) to remove the charge of desertion from the 

military record of Alfred Rouland; . 
A bill (H. R. No. 1997) to grant title to certain lands to the heirs of 

Caleb L. Brayton ; 
A bill (S. No. 176) to authorize the Northwestern Improvement 

Company, a corporation organized under the laws of the State of 
Wisconsin, to enter upon the Menomonee Indian reservation, and 
improve the Oconto River, its branches and tributaries; 
· A joint resolution (H. R. No. 112) to aid the Winnebago Indians of 
Wisconsin to obtain subsistence by agricultural pursuits, and to pro
mote their civilization; 

A bill (S. No. 5GU) for the relief of Benjamin L. Cornish, late second 
lieutenant of the Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry ; 

A bill (S. No. 333) for the relief of Major },oster A. Hixon, late a 
paymaster in the Army; 

A bill (H. R. No. 3371) to plaee Laurence A. Williams, late major 
Sixth Cavalry Unitea States Army, upon the retired list of tile Army ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1075) directing the Second Auditor to settle the 
pay and bounty account of John Ammahie or Ammahe ;. 

A bill (H. R. No. 1238) granting a pension to Esther P. Fox; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2257) for the relief of J. 'f. McGinniss, captain of 

Thirteenth Infantry United States Army; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3331) authorizing the Secretary of War to permit 

the Presbyterian Church of Gratiot, Michigan, to erect anll maintain 
a wooden church building on the Fort Gratiot military reservation, 
Michigan; 

A bill (H. R. No. 559) for the relief of Almeron E. Calkins, late a. 
second lieutenant in the Eighth Michigan Cavalry; anJl 

A bill (H. R. No. 515) for the relief of Sarah E. Garland and Frank 
M. Hoppin. 

SUSAN E. WILLARD. 

The SPE~R pro temp01·e. The question is next on the engross
ment, thinl reading, and passage of a bill (H. R. No. 3J73)fol' tlJe re
lief of Susan E. Willard, widow of Sylvester D. Willard, of New York. 

Mr. DURCH.A.RD, of Illinois. I should like to hear the gentleman 
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who reported that bill from the Committee on War Claims state why 
the subject-matter could not be considered by the Court of Claims, 
and why it is a proper case to be brought here for the consideration 
of Congress t I move it be recommitte-l. 

The SPEAKER pro tentpore. The Chair is informed by the Clerk 
that the bill was reported from the Committee on War Claims by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. HOSKINS.] · 

Mr. CONGER. I was one of the subcommittee of the Committee 
on War Claims which examined that case and reported fa.vombly 
upon it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman £1oom Illinois ob-
ject to the passage of the bill f · 

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. I do. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the third reading, 

engrossment, and passage of the bill,. 
Mr. CONGER. This bill was reported favorably by the gentleman 

from New York from the Committee on War Claims after careful 
examination. The report in the case was read in Committee of the 
Wlwle House, and no objection was made to the reporting of the bill 
with the recommendation that it do pass. I think that report upon 
it fare shows all the reasons why t.bis cl:tim bas not been enforced in 
any other tribunal and whyitwas brought here to Congress. !twas 
reported favoratly by the committee of the last Congress unanimously, 
I believe, in the House. It was reported at this session by the Com
mittee on War Claims after full consultation. I know no good rea
son why it should not be passed. The only thing. wrong about it is 
that tile amount is Jess really than in my judgment sbonld be al
lowed; but I acquiesced in that to meet the views of the other gen
tlemen of the committee. 

These claimants were minors during part of this time, having no 
knowledge of the mode of procedure necessary to secure their claim. 
They were living in the North, away frem the scene of action. They 
{lid not know there was any tribunal to which this claim could be 
presented until it was too late to make the presentation before the 
Court of Claims. Does the gentleman know of any good reason in 
justice or equity why this should not be pa&ied T 

l'tiESSAGE FROl\! THE SENATE. 

A. message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, no
tified the House that til at body bad passed a bill (H. R. No. 3809) to 
provide temporarily for the expenditures of the Government, with 
amenilinents, in which the concurrence of the House was requested. 

SUSAN B. WILLARD. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to say, in addition, that there waa a public 
hotel in Mrn·phreysborough, Tennessee, and a valuable private resi
dence, with all the furniture, bedding, and equipments, belongina to 
these claimants, which were taken by our office1·s for the purpos~ of 
establishing a general military hospital. That hotel and private resi
dence, with all the beds, chairs, and evervthing which could be used 
for a hospital, were used for almost two years; one of them for more 
than a year, and the other for about a year. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Does the gentleman a~sume that the Court of 
Claims ever had jurisdiction of this class of claims f 

Mr. CONGER. No, sir. 
Mr. HOLMAN. The only way in which the Court of Claims could 

hM'O bad control of this class of claims was by Congress conferring 
upon that court special jurisdiction, and that has never been done. 
The question is whether the Government is to assume the responsi
bility of paying all this class of claims in the Southern States. 

Mr. CONGER. In order to prevent the recommitment of the bill 
I call for the previous question ; but I do not wish to take the gen
tleman from Illinois off the floor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. What is the motion of the gentleman 
from Illinois f 

Mr. B URCHA.RD, of Illinois. I move to recommit the bill to the 
Committee of the Wllole on the Private Calendar. 

I Rllonld have no objection to passing the bill if it had peculiar 
equities and would establish no precedent. I do not know that this 
will. The grutleman from Michigan asks me if I know any reason 
why this bill should not pass. Tllat is .not thegroundforaskinafllat 
a bill shall receive the favorable consideration of this House.

0 
The 

question is, why should it pass f It may be all right; but there is 
this on the face of it: It is a claim for the occupancy of a building 
in a territory that was overrun a portion of the time by the Union 
ttoop8 and a portion of the time by the confederate troops. It was · 
on the battle-ground of the war in a territory where damages wero 
committed or injuries inflicted both by northern troops and southern 
troops. It was an occupancy of premises in a State that was, a por
tion of the time at least, occupied by the confederate troops and 
claimed as one of the Confederate States. 

Now, the question arises, shall we pay for the occuvancy of prem
jses and for injury done to property in cases of that hlnd f If thls 
is an exceptional case, if it will not form a precedent for the pay
ment of claims that may ari e in respect to the operations that wero 
carried on during the war, then I have no objection. I see no objec
tion to passing the bill upon the explanation that has been made and 
tile report of the committee. 

Mr. CONGER. I wish to say to the gentleman that these premises 
were occupied by our troops for the purposes named after tllat region 

came within our lines, and after it was continuously within our lines, 
and under the control of our Government, and with the consent of 
the owners, that property was taken for a hospital for · our wounded 
men from other battle-fields arouu<l. It violates no principle that I 
have ever heard even suggested in the Committee on \Var Claims in 
regard to damage and destruction of property as mvages of war. 
A military board, a board of survey, was appointed at the time by 
t.he proper officers to fix the rental of these ~remises. The rental 
fixed by that board was more even than the committee have allowed 
in this case. 

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. What time was this property occu-
p~df . . 

Mr. CONGER. One part of it I think for seventeen months and 
another I think for eleven or thirteen months. 

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. A.t what period of the year f 
Mr. CONGER. After our occupation of Murfreesborough. After 

our continued occupation till the end of the war, it was the center 
of all the operations around it and was the central military hospital 
for all that region. The husband of this woman was at that time 
the surgeon-general of the State of New York, being himself in the 
service of the United States. 

Mr. BURCHARD, of illinois. What debarred this claim from being 
presented at the Quartermaster'~ Department t 

t-!r. CONGER. There was 00' money to pay this class of claims. 
..de. BURCHARD, of Illinois. But the Quartermaster's Depart

ment allowed for stores and for the rents and the occupation of 
premises. 

Mr. CONGER. The Quartermaster's Department allowed for stores 
that they paid for as they went along where they had money in the 
military chest to pay for the stores they took. 

Mr. BURCHARD, of Ulinois. But there are claims which have 
been passed on and are being paased on in the Quartermaster's De
partment on certificates. 

1\!r. CONGER. Congress by law bas forbidden the payment of 
such claims till presented to Congress. 

Mr. KASSON. Is it not time to close this conversation f [Laugh
ter.] 

Mr. BURCHARD, of lllinois. One more question. Were the com-
mittee unanimout)ly in favor of this bill T 

Mr. CONGER. I think they were. I ask the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
The first question was ou "'he motion to recommit the bill to the 

Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time ; and 

being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

PRIVATE BILLS P ABSED. 

Bills of the following titles, reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, were severally read by their titles, 
and pa.osed : 

A. bill (H. R. No. 3374)fortbe relief of Harry E. Eastman, late lieu
tenant-colonel Second Regiment Wiscon~in Cavalry Volunteers; 

A. bill (H. R. No. 2501) for the relief of the estate of Mrs. A. E. Hall, 
widow of Dr. David A.. Hall; 

A bill (H. R. No. 940) for the relief of Edwin Ebert; 
A bill (H. R. No. 348:3) to restore John Pulford, lieutenant-colonel 

United States Army, (retired,) to his former rank on the retired list; 
A. bill (H. R. No. :W84) for the relief of John Rentz; 
A. bill (H. R. No. 3489) for the relief of Captain Samuel Adams; and 
A bill (H. R. No. 2905) for the relief of E. B. McPilerson, jr., of 

Boonville, Missouri. 
l\1r. CONGER moved to reconsider the various votes by which the 

bills reporte<l by the Committee of the Whole on t.he Private Calen
dar were passed ; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
1\IESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A. message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of their clerks, an
nounced that the Senate further in isted on its amendments disagreed 
to by the House to the bill (H. R. No. 2.-"171) making appropriations 
for the legislat.ive, executive, and jndicial expenses of the Govern
ment for the year ending June 30, 1877, and for other purposes, aaked 
a further conference with the House on the disagreeing vot.es of the 
two Houses, and had appointed as conferees on the part of the Senate 
Mr. MORRILL of Maine, 1\lr. \VL~DOM, and Mr. WITHERS. 

The messag~ also announced that the Senate had passed a bi11 of 
the following title, with amendments; in which the concurrence of 
the House was requested: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2575) to amend sections 3893 and 3894 of theRe
vised Statutes providing a penalty for mn.iling obscene books, and 
other mattel1) therein contained, and prohibiting lottery circulars 
pasRing through the mails. 

The me sage further announced that the Senate bad passed a bill (S. 
No. 535) granting a pension to Armstead Goodlow, in which the con
currence of tile House was rE'quested. 

CLADIS REPORTED FROJ\1 TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am in tructed"'uv the Committee of Claims to a.sk 
unanimous con ent to take from the Speakees table House bill No. 
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2691, for the allowance of certain claims reported by the accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department. The bill comes to the House 
from the Senate with sundry amendments, most of them merely ver
bal, such as correcting errors in names, &c. 

No obje-ction being made, the bill, with the amendments, was taken 
from the Speaker's table. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the amendments of the Senate be con
curred in. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I mov:e to reco11sider the vote just taken; and also 

move that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
· The latter motion was agree~ to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. COOK. I move that the House now adjourn. 
Mr. RANDALL. O, no. 
Mr. BANKS. I a-sk the gentleman to yield to me to make a report. 
Mr. COOK. I will withdraw the motion for the present. 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 

Mr. BANKS, from the Select Committee on the Centennial Celebra
tion, submitted the following report: 

The Centennial Committee, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 
133) providing that when the two Houses adjo"Qrnon Saturday, the 1st day of.Toly, 
they shaH respectively stanrl adjourned until ten o'clock a.m. on 111esday, July I, 
1876, at which hour they shall assemble :respectively at Independrnce Hall, in the 
city of Pluladelphia., at which time and place the two Houses shall consider a joint 
resolution commemorative of the centennial anniversary of the declaration of .Amer
ican Independence, have considered the same, and report that tbecondition of lhe pub
lic service renders it inexpedient to act thereon at this time. 

1trf. BANKS. This is the unanimous report of the committee, and 
I move that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KASSON. I desire to say that on Monday last, when I intro
duced that resolution, we aU had some hope that we could so arrange 
the public business this week as to enable us to dedicate that much 
time to the observance of a centennial occasion of so much impor
tance. I am now satisfied, and have so stated to gentlemen of the 
committee, that we ought not at this time to take that number of 
days of adjournment. I hope the report will be laid upon the table, 
so that, if circumstances should change hereafter, it may be within 
the reach of the House. 

The report was received and laid on the table. 
Mr. HOPKINS. I am instructed by the same committee to report 

the resolution which I send to the Clerk's desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the House of Rrpresentatives hereby a~epts the invitation of the 

United States centennial commission to attend the one hundredth anniversary of 
the declaration of Independence, in Independence Square, Philadelphia, on .ruiy 4, 
at ten o'clock a. m. ; and that the Clerk of the House be directed to communicate to 
the president of said commission a. copy of this resolution. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I will state briefly the difference between this res
olution and the joint resolution just reported upon. Thi..~ resolution 
is in response to an official invitation from the centennial commis
sion to this House to participate in a programme which they have 
arranged and which they control. The other resolution waa a propo
sition from ourselves, inviting ourselves to meet in Independence 
Hall, over which we have no control or authorit.y, and which will 
probably be othenvise occupied. Hence the committee reported ad
versely upon that proposition, and have reported this resolution, so 
that the House can in accordance with common courtesy manifest its 
acceptance of the invitation we have received. 

Mr. KASSON. I desire to ask the gentleman if he bas considered 
the further question of the propriety of an observance here by Con
gress of this centennial anniversary f If Congress will go to Phila
delphia and participate there in the observance of that day in some 
form so that it will appear upon our record that we have noticed it, I 
should be extremely glad. But unleRs we adjourn Lefore Monday, 
and over Monday until Tuesday, it will be a mere sham, so far as the 
presence of Congress in Philadelphia is concerned, to accept this in
vitation. As between such a formal acceptance, not to be executedi 
and a meet.ing in our own Hall, where a simple and brief memoria 
service may be had, I greatly prefer the latter. I think it worthy of 
corl.sideration by this House whether, if we cannot adjourn over Mon
day, and must meet here on Monday for the transaction of business, 
we will not have our own memorial service, with a proper prayer and 
proper resolution to be adopted, in our own Hall on the Fourth of 
July. · 

Mr. HOPKINS. In response to the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Kas
SON,] I will say that I concur very fully and cordially in his idea of 
the propriety of a formal meeting of Congress in Philadelphia. But 
the gentleman is mistaken in calling it our own Hall; we have no 
control over it. 

Mr. KASSON. I spoke of our Hall here. 
Mr. HOPKINS. I beg the gentleman's pardon; I did not distinctly 

understand him. As to the matter of afljournment, the committee 
deemed that that subject belonged to the Committee on Appropria
tion , and we supposed that the passage of this resolution would be 
followed by one from that committee agreeing to adjourn from to
morrow until Wednesday next. 

Mr. KASSON. I think the other resolution should precede this, in 
order that we may take the sense of the House upon it. 

Mr. WHITE. I desire to ask gentlemen anu the House a question, 

whether it would not be more appropriate for ns to sit here imd 
serve onr constituents by doing the business of the country on the 
Fourth of July rather tha.n taking any more bolitla.ys f I think we have 
bad enough holidays this year. The people will sustain us if instead 
of going to Philadelphia we remain here and celebrate the Fourth of 
July by discharging our duty to our constituents. 

:Mr. HOPKINS. The question of adjournment is not now before the 
House. The simple question is, shall we, or not, accept the in vitatiou 
of the Centennial Commission T 

Mr. SEELYE. M.r. Speaker, I rise to second the suggestion of t.he 
gentleman from Iowa, [:Mr. KASSON.] It seems to me that the only 
becoming celebration of the day by this House is that we meet in our 
own Hall for a solemn 8ervice: the reading of God's Word and the 
offering of thanksgiving and prayer to Almighty God. I think that 
would be a becoming service, one-worthy of this historical occasion, 
and the only one, it seems to me, that would befit the history of the 
past and our hopes of the future. I hope the suggestion will be 
adopted. 

Mr. BANKS. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, I would not say a word 
against the proposition which has been suggested by the gentleman 
from Iowa [Mr. KAssoN] and seconded so eloquently and earnestly 
by my colleague, [Mr. SEELYE.] But we have entered upon one cen
tennial celebration of the aniversary of American Independence; we 
have contributed onr money to it; the executive officers of the Gov
ernment will probably attend it; and it is impossible for us without 
further time and more thorough preparation than can now be made 
to have in this Hall an appropriate celebration worthy of the centen
nial anniversary of the independence of our counti·y. If we under
take such a celebration in the manner now for the first time suggest
ed, it cannot be attended with that dignity nor accompanied by that 
effect upon the country whlch should be given to it. There is neHller 
preparation, opportunity, or tiine for this purpose. It is very well to 
say that we might have prayers and reading of the Scriptures, Lnt 
something more than this, something that shall attempt, if it does 
not reach, an adequate exposition of our position as the first Repub
lic of our time, a review of the past, a comprehensive and just con
sideration of the use we have made of our opportunities and what 
the world may justly expect of us in the future which now ushers 
upon us, will be expected and demanded. For this we are not now 
prepared. These gentlemen who urge it upon us should have earlier 
presented their views and moved. · 

The Centennial Commission, with the concurrence and support 'of 
all the States of the Union as well as of the General Government in 
both its legislative and executive departments, has determined upon 
a fitting celebration of this great anniversary at Pbiladelpbia. Why 
should we here undertake, upon notice of only a clay or two, to set 
up a celebration of our own in opposition and rivalry of that f 

1\fr. CONGER. A mere side-show. 
Mr. BANKS. Yes; as the gentleman from Michigan well suggests, 

a" side-show." I do not tbink it belongs to us to do that. 
Now, the national commission bas sent to this Honse an invitation to 

attend the celebration at Philadelphia. It is not an official, form< 1, 
a legal attendance that they expect. I am informed Ly a communica
tion from the centennial commissioners that they have distributed in
dividual invitations. They have sent us a respectful and forma.! in
vitation; and it is proper that we should take some uotice of it. We 
certainly cannot reject it. If we are too much occupied in tlte legit
imate and regular business of the session we should of coUl'Se a.y 
so. But if it be convenient for any considerable number of members 
to attend, they should have that privil~e. The commission could 
not properly overlook the Senate and House of Representatives in 
the distribution of their invitations; nor can we with propriety re
ject them. Such gentlemen as feel at liberty to atteud will un
doubtedly be very glad to do so. I hope this much respect will be 
accorde<l to the commission. 

Mr. KASSON. Before the gentleman sits down, will he do some
thing to relieve us somewhat of the embarrassment of tlle ituation f 
If, after having accepted this invit.'1tion, the Honse should continne 
in session here and its record should show it to he in session, we wonld 
be in the position of having accepted an invitation as a guest and 
then failing to be pre ent at the entertainment. 

Mr. BAN'KS. I will answer the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Iowa by stating my own purpo e in this matter. I desire to accept 
the invitation of the commi sion; I desire to go to Philadelphia to 
participate in the celebration there on the Fourth of July; to hea.r 
the orator who has been appointed as the orator of the United State , 
competent to speak the sentiments of the people on that occa ion; 
to listen to the poet who has been selected as the poet of the United 
States, to express in his offering the sentiments of tbe people on that 
occasion. But if it sllall be determined by tlle House that it is n c
e ary to sit to-morrow or Monday, or Tuesday even, I hall remain 
here and do my duty. If, on the contrary, the gentlemen having con
trol of the most important business of the House, the appropriation 
bill , should think it atlvisable to-morrow night to move to adjourn 
till Wednesday, I shall vote with them, and I hope the Hou e mny 
concur. If, on the other hand, they think it nece. sary for the pnhlic 
business that we shall sit on 1\iouday, then I shall cheerfully vote 
with them and s tay here on that day, going in the evening, if I can, 
to Philadelpbi~L, to enjoy the festivities of the great anniver ary t.hat 
can never again recur for any of us. Certainly we shall not sit for 
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business as a House of Representatives on the Fourth of July unless it is 
imperatively necessary. We cannot expect that result; aild when on 
Monday evening we adjourn, we shall probably adjourn over the 
Fourth of July; and then such of us a-s choose can go at night to Phila
delphia. 

We leave the question of adjournment (for this matter was consid
ered in the Centennial Committee) to that committee to which it 
properly and, under the present circumstances, exclusively belongs
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. KASSON. I do not see that the proposition of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts relieves us of that difficulty. If the committee 
has reported a proposition for such an adjournment as would enable 
us to meet at Philadelphia if we chose to go, I should concur with 
great heartiness if that can be done. But the trouble is they propose 
an acceptance, reserving the r:ight after that whether they will con
form to tho acceptance or not. I do not like the Honse should place 
itself in that situation. If the committee would report a resolution 
declaring an adjournment over the Fourth of July, then I should see 
my way clear to accept it, and then no informality would appear 
of record. 

Mr. BANKS. The committee considered this whole matter Tory 
carefully. The Committee on the Centennial Celebration could not 
properly determine the question of adjournment, not knowing what 
the condition of public business would be. We could not recommend 
an adjournment this evening or to-morrow over until Wednesday. 
We left that to the proper committee. 

There is no embarrassment, therefore, as suggested by the gentle- · 
man from Iowa. If the public business is such we cannot adjourn, 
then we shall not adjourn. If it is in such condition that we can go, 
then such as can will go. There will be nothing in the record incon
sistent with our position on tho one side or the other. 

Mr. KASSON. I think if the gentleman would add to it, "if the 
condition of public business shall allow," it will be all right. 

.Mr. BANKS. We do not want any such condition aa that, because 
if the condition of public business will not allow it then we will not 
go. The acceptance of the invitation is a mere formal matter. It 
will not bind us, nor allow us to disregard our official duties. We 
are invited, and we accept. If we can attend, we shall do so; if not, 
it will be otherwise. But in any event, aU the proprieties of the oc
casion will be properly observed. 

Mr. RANDALL. I regret the committee reported adversely upon 
the proposition that Congress should adjourn, so to express it, to the 
cit.y of Philadelphia, and on that day the two Houses should meet in 
joint convention and agree to some resolution appropriate to the oc
casion. I think it would have been a beautiful e~hibition, one mark
ing an event in our history, the declaration of Independence, meet
ing as Congress would one hundred years after that event in the 
same Ha.ll of Independence from which that immortal Declaration 
was published. We might have had the roll called. But the com
mittee decided otherwise. 

I wish to say in the same connection that th~ is no difficulty about 
securing Independence Hall for that day. There is no one in Phila
delphia having control of that ball who would not have welcomed 
Congress with warm hearts and open arms for that purpose. 

Furthermore, aa for the proposition before the Honse, I think we 
should accept the invitation. I think the legislative action now tak
ing place between the two Houses as to tl::\e appropriation bills will 
to-morrow permit a resolution to adjourn from to-morrow over until 
'VedneBday, and that will give the opportunity to every member of 
Congress to go to Philadelphia. 

As the gentleman from Massachusetts has said, every member of 
Congress is invited to go and hear the oration and the poem, and wit
ness the other proceedings of that most interesting centennial a,nni
versary. We can safely get back on Wednesday at half-past one 
o'clock. Such gentlemen as may attend can open the session of the 
House at twelve and run through the morning hour, when the House 
will be recruited to its full strength at half-past one. So I see no 
difficulty whatever in accepting the invitation. I believe that the 
Committee on Appropriations, so far as I can say, will concur in an 
adjournment from to-morrow evening till Wednesday. 

Mr. BANKS. Pardon me, Mr. Speaker, one word in reference to 
the proposition to hold a legal session of Congress in Philadelphia. 
The proposition does not come from the citizens of Philadelphia nor 
from the Centennial Commission. No invitation haa been received 
:from that city upon this subject. On the contrary, they have invited 
us to attend a national celobration to be held in Independence Square 
at ten o'clock, and ten o'clock on the Fourth of July wa-s the very 
hour fixed in the resolution for the propo3ed legal assemblage of the 
two Houses of Congress on t.hat day, to which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has again called the attention of the House. 

.Mr. RANDALL. It would be easy to make it an hour earlier. 
Mr. BANKS. Therefore it was an unauthorized interference with 

a celebration which is in behalf of all the people of this country. 
Mr. KASSON. Let me say one word, that the theory of that reso

lution was not that we were invited by anybody to make fitting ob
servance of the Fourth of July, but Congress in its representative 
capacity deemed it proper to make its own celebration of the Fourth 
of July) uncler circumstances becoming that great centennial occasion. 

Mr. BANKS. It was a proposition emanating from ourselves, a 
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proposition directly in conflict with those national arrangements 
which have been in process of organization for many months, and 
to which the people of all nations have been invit.ed. 

There were other serious difficulties. We had no information that 
the Hall of Independence could be secured to us, so that the Sergea.nt
at-Arms and the Doorkeepers of the House and Senatecould be author
ized to take possession and exclude everybody except ourselves on 
that clay. We also consulted with many gentlemen of the House, 
and there were very few members, so far a-s I know, who deemed it 
expedient or practicable to do it. We consulted with gentlemen in
terested in another body, of equal authority with our own, and tho 
opinion there was almost unanimous, nearly every member consulted 
being positively against it. 

We looked also at thE} law in regard to the sessions of Congress. 
We found that there were serious constitutional difficulties in regard 
to the two Houses of Congress sitting anywhere for any purpose ex
cept at the seat of Government, in the District of Columbia.. The 
seat of Government is fixed here in the District of Columbia, and the 
House of Representative~, as one of the Houses of Congress, can sit 
nowhere except at the seat of government. The President, in the 
case of an invasion or an epidemic, or under circumstances that might 
make it impossible for us to meot here, ha.s authority under the law 
to convene Congress at such other place as he may deem proper ; 
but there is certainly some doubt whether we change the pla-ce of 
meeting for the two Houses of Congress without changing for the 
time being the seat of Government. 

Mr. RANDALL. That is inferential. 
Mr. KASSON. Could we not meet anywhere by virtue of a law or 

joint resolution f 
Mr. HOPKINS. I rise to a question of order. Have I not called 

the previous question f 
'fhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman called the previous 

question some time ago. All t.his is proceeding by unanimous consent. 
Mr. HOPKINS. Then I insist on the previous question . 
The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
The question being taken on agreeing to the resolution reported by 

Mr. HOPKINS from the Committee on the Centennial Celebration, the 
Speaker stated that in the judgment of the Chair the "ayes" had it. 

Mr. WHITE. I call for a division. 
Mr. BANKS. Has the gentleman from Kentucky a right to make 

such a call when be is not in his placet 
Mr. WHITE. I am not in my own seat owing to the fact that I 

oannot hear anything when I am there. 
The question being put, there were ayes 87. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The aye~:~ are evidently largely in the 

majority. 
.Mt·. WHITE. I make the point that no quorum has voted. It is 

not right that we lose four days for the sake of this centennial cele
bration. 

.Mr. HOLMAN. I ask for tellers. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. A quorum not having vot~d, the Chair 

will order tellers, and appoints the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
HoP.KL.~s, and the gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. WHITE. 

'l'he House again divided; and the tellers reported-ayee 108, noes 2. 
Mr. WIDTE. I insist upon the point that no quorum has voted. 

We will lose four days if this resolution is adopted. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was t.aken; and there were-yeas 121, nay 1, not 

voting 167; as follows: 
YEAS-Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, Ashe, Ba."'by, John H. Baker, William 

H. Baker, Banks, Blair, Bright, Horatio C. Burcha~ Cabell, William P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Candler, Cannon, Cason, Caswell, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, Conger, 
Cook, Cowan, Crounse, Culberson, Cutler, Davis, Davy, De Bolt, Denison, Dibrell, 
Dobbins, Durand, Eames, Ellis, Finley, Fort, Foster, Franklin, Frost, Gibson, 
Goode, GQodin, Hale, Andrew H. Hamilton, Hancock, Hateher, Haymond, Hen
derson, Hereford, Hill, HolmanLHopkins, House, Hubbell~.,. Hunter, Hunton, Jenks, 
Ka.s~on, Kehr, Kimball, Knott, amar, Franklin Landers, Lord, Luttrell, Lynne, L. 
A. Mackev, Maish. MacDougall, McDill, Metcalfe, Morgan, Neal, New. Norton, 
Oliver, O'Neill. Packcr~.,...Paj!e, Payne, William A. Phillips, Pierce, Piper, Potter., 
Powell, Pratt, Randall, Kea, Rice, llidille, John Robbins. William M. P..ol.Jbins, Rob· 
inson, Sobieski Ross, Sampson, Sayler, Scales, Seelye, Singleton, Smalls, A. Herr 
Smith, Southard, Springer, Strait, Stevenson, Terry, Thompson, Tucker, Tufts, Van 
Vorhes, Alexander S. Walla.ce, Walsh, Warren, Erastus Wells, Whiting, Wike, 
Willard, Andrew Williams, Alpheus S. Williams, William B. Williams, James 
Wilson, an£1 Ye.'l.tes-121. 

NAY-Mr. White--1. 
NOT VOTING-Me.'!Srs. Adams, Atkins, George A. Bagley, John H. Bagley, 

jr., Ballou, Banning, Ba.ss. Beebe, Bell, Blackburn, Blaine, Bland, Bliss, Blount, 
.Boone, Bradford, Bradley, John Young Brown, William R. Brown, Buckner, Sam
uel D. Burchard, Burleigh, John H. Caldwell. Cate, Caulfield;. Chapin, Chittenden, 
John B. Chrk, jr., of Missouri, Clyme\'. Cochrane, Collins, vox, Crapo, Danford, 
Darrall, Douglas, Dunnell, Durham, Eden, Egbert, Ely, Evans, Faulkner, Felton, 
Forney, Freeman, Frye, Fuller, Garfield, Gause, Glover, Gunter, Robert Hamilton, 
Haralson, Hardenbergh, Benjamin W. Harris, Henry R. Harris, John T. Harris, 
Harrison. Itartridge, Hartzell, Hathorn, Hays, Hendee, Henkle, AbramS. Hewitt, 
Goldsmith W. Hewitt., Hoar, Hoge, Hooker, Ho~lrins, Hurd, Hurlbut, Hyman, 
FrankJ ones, Thoma~ L. Jones, Joyce, Kelley, Keteham, King, George M. Lamlerd, 
Lane, Lapham, Lawrence, Leavenworth, Le .M:oyne, Levy, Lewis., Lynch, Edmund 
W. M. Mt\.Ckey, Marroon, McCrary, McFarland, McMahon, Meao.e, Miller, Milli
ken, Mills, Money, :Monroe, Morrison, Mutchler, Nash, O'Brien, Odell, Parsons, 
Phelps, John F. ~hilips, Plaisted, Platt. Poppleton, Purman, Rainey, Reagan, 
John Reilly, James B. Roilly, Roberts, Miles Ross, Rusk, Savage, Schleicher, Schu
maker, Sbeakle:v, Sinnickson, Slemons, William E. Smith, Sparks, Spencer, Stenger, 
Stone, Stowell, Swann, Tarbox, Teese, Thomas, Thornburgh, Throckmorton, Martin 
I. Townsend, Washington Townsend, Turney, John L."""'Vance, Robert B. Vance, 
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Waddell, Wait, Waldron, Charles C. B. Walker, Gilbert C. Walker, John W. Wal
lace, Walling).. Ward, G. Wiley Wells, Wheeler, Whitehouse, Whitthorne, Wi~gin· 
ton, Charles u-. Williams, James Williams, Jamf'R D. Williams, Jeremiah N. Will
iams, WJJ.lis, Wilshire, llenjamin Wilson, Alan Wood, jr., Fernando Wood, Wood
burn, Woodworth, and Young-167. 

During the roll-call the following announcements were macle : 
Mr. ROBBINS, flf North C:u·olina. My colleague, Mr. VANCE, is 

absent on account of illness. 
Mr. KNOTT. My colleague from Kentucky, Mr. BLACKBURN, is 

absent on account of sickness. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. My colleague from California, Mr. WIGGINTON, 

is det:.tined at home on account of sickness. If he were here he 
would vote " ay ." 

Mr. HAYMOND. My colleague from Incliana, Mr. FULLER, is absent 
on account of sickness. 

Mr. FOSTER. My colleagues from Ohio, 1\fr. GARFIELD, Mr. MON
ROE, and Mr. LAWRENCE, are absent by leave of the House. · 

1\lr. STRAIT. My colleague from Minnesota, Mr. DUNNELL, is at 
his room, sick. 

Mr. MACKEY, of Pennsylvania. My colleague, Mr. FREEMAN, is 
absent by leave of the House. If he were present he would vote "ay." 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague from Michigan, Mr. \V ALDRON, is ab
sent on a committee of conference. 

:Mr. SPRINGER. My colleague from Illinois, 1\fr. HARTZELL, is 
absent on account of sickness in his family. 

Mr. PACKER. My colleague from Pennsylvania, Mr. KELLEY, is 
absent by leave of the House. If present he would vote" ay." 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The resolution is adopted. 
Mr. WHITE. I desire by unanimous consent to make just onere- . 

mark. I .do not want to insist on a call of the House at this time. 
My only reason for not .moving that the Honse now adjourn is that I 
understand that the Committee on Appropriations have a bill that 
they desire acted upon now. 

1\fr. SPRINGER. The Committee on Appropriations can take care 
of their own business. 

Mr. RANDALL. We will take care of that. 
Mr. WHITE. If they have no business to act on, I move that the 

House now adjourn. 
The motion to ,adjourn was not agreed to. 

TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. RANDALL. I now ask unanimous consent to take from the 

Speaker's table House bill No. 3~09,-to provide temporarily for the ex
penditures of the Government, which has come back from the Senate 
with sundry amendments. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Did the Chair announce that the resolution re-
ported from the Centennial Committee was adopted f 

The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. Thl' Chair so announced. 
Mr. WHITE. Did a quorum vote on this resolution f 
Mr. RANDALL. That point of order is too late. 
The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. The point of order is too late, other 

business having intervened. 
There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 3809) to provide tem

porarily for the expenditures of the Governmeat, with the Senate 
c~.mendments thereto, was taken from the Speaker's table. 

The amendments of the Senate were as follows : 
In line 3 strike out "for such Departments;" strike out all after the word "law

ful, " in line 6, to and including the word .. delay," in line 7; in line 8 strike out 
"such Departments" and insert " the Government;" and add to the bill the fol
lowin <T : 

An8 in case no sufficient balance remains at the conclusion of the fiscal year end
ing June30, 1876, to tho credit of any appropriation, the necessaryamountls hereby 
approptiated. out of any money in tho Treasu~y not otherwise appropriated; but 
no greater amount shall be expended under thid act than such proportional sum of 
the appropTiations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876, as ten clays' time bears 
to the whole of said fiscal year; and such expenditures shall be only for the neces
sary operations of the Government under existing laws. All sums under this act 
shall be char~~d to and ueducted from the appropt-iations for like service for the 
fiscal year enuing Jtme 30, 1877. 

}fr. RANDALL. The first three amendments of the Senate are 
merely changes in the phraseology of the House bill, and do not affect 
the purpose that the House had in view in passing the bill. The last 
amendment explains itself to the intelligence of the House. If no 
one desires to speak upon these amendments, I move that they be 
concurred in. 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 
Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend

ments of the Senate were concurred in; and· also moved that the mo
tion to reconsider be laid 011 the table. 

The latter motion wa-s agreed to. 
Mr. RANDALL. I would like to ask that the House remain in 

session a few minutes in order that the emolled bills may be signed 
in open House as the law requires. 

. ~ 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Dills, 

reported that thoy had examined and found truly a enrolled bill of the 
following ti tle ; when the Speaker pro tem.po1·e signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 1100) relat ive to unused stamps. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Indiana, from the same committee, reported 

that that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker pro tempore signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 11) granting a pe11sion to Eliza Jane Blumer; 

An act (H. R. No. 590) for the relief of Mrs. Susan E. Rhea, wiLlow 
of Dr. J. Burrows G:udiner; 

An act (H. R. No. 1204) granting a. pension to Henry H. Wharff, of 
Company C, Eighteenth Regiment of Ohio Voluuteers; 

An act (H. R. No. 1337) for the relief of Nelson Tiffany; 
An act (H. R. No. 1598) granting a pension to William R. Dunca11; 
An act (H. R. No.1G02) granting a pension to MargaretE. Cogbum; 
An act (H. R. No. 11349) granting a pension to Abigail S. Dawney; 
An act (H. R. No. 1939) granting a pension to Sarah Emmons; 
An act (H. R. No. 1944) granting a pension t.o Niram W. Pratt; 
An act (H. R. No. 2081) granting a pension tc0 William McLay, late 

a private in Company G, Twelfth Illinois Infantry Volunteers; 
An act (H. R. No. 2162) granting a pension to Clara Brosch, mother 

of Joseph Brosch, jr., late private Company H, Twenty-fomth Regi
ment Illinois Infantry Volunteers; 

An act (H. R. No. 2289) granting a pension to Jane Bertholf; 
An act (H. R. No. 2301) granting a pension to Mary B. Hook; 
An act (H. R. No. 2303) granting a pension to MaryS. Greenlee; 
An act (H. R. No. 2310) granting a pension to Emanuel B. Herr; 
An act (H. R. No. 2387) to fix the retired pay of Surgeon-General 

Clement A. Finley, retired; 
An act (H. R. No. 2586) granting a pension to John L. Bartley; 
An act (H. R. No. 2701) granting a pension to Nancy H. Blackuall, 

widow of Thomas Y. Blacknall, late a private Company L, Seventh 
Tennessee .Cavalry; 

An act (H. R. No. 2804) granting a pension to Harriet C. Dunham, 
widow of Charles A. Dunham, late a private Company A, Ont' hun
dred and eighteenth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; 

An act (H. R. No. 2829) for the relief of Ariel K. Eaton and James 
D. Jenkins; 

An act (H. R. No. 2836) for the relief of Joseph Wilson, of Bourbon 
County, Kentucky; 

An act (H. R. No. 3037) granting a pension to Samuel D. Falls, late 
una-ssigned recruit Ninth Regiment Minnesota Volunteers; 

An act (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations for the naval serv
ice for the year ending June 30, 1877, and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. No. 3670) authorizing the Nebraska City Bridge Com
pany to construct a ponton rail way bridge across the Missouri River 
at Nebraska City, in Otoe County, Nebra-ska; and 

An a-ct (H. R. No. 3809) to provide temporarily for the expenditures 
of the Government. 

11\'"TER...''UTIONAL EXPOSITION. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, by unanimous conse11t, laid before the 

House a letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, inclosing a 
draught of a joint resolution amendatory of the act of June 18, 1874, 
relating to the international exposition of 1876, and recommending the 

·passage thereof ; which was referred to the Select Commi tt.ee on the 
Cente11nial Celebration. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was gra11ted as follows: 
To Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York, for ten days; 
To Mr. ODELL indefinitely; 
To Mr. SHEAKLEY for ten days; 
To Mr. SPENCER for one day ; 
'fo Mr. DOBBINS for four days from next Monday; 
To Mr. HENDERSON for six days ; and 
To Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky, a further extensio11 of leave of ab

sence for ten days. 
G. ALEXA... "mER R.Al\ISA Y. 

Mr. ELLIS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3820) for the relief of G. Alexan<.ler Ramsay; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SETTLERS O"N DES MODi'ES RIVER LANDS, lOW A. 

Mr. McDILL, by unanimous consent, presented from the Commit
tee on Public Lands a report in writing to accompany a bill to quiet 
the titles of settlers on the so-called Des Moines River lands, i11 the 
State of Iowa, and for other purposes; which was ordered to be 
printed, and recommitted. 

WILLI.Al\:l H. POWELL AND F. A. M'DOWELL. 
Mr. BURCHARD, of I1linois, uy unanimous consent, reported from 

the Committee of Ways and Means, as a substHute for House bill No. 
327, a bill (H. R. No. 3830) for the relief of William H. Powell and F. 
A. McDowell; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, ancl, with the ac
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

CHARGES AGAINST HO~. CHARLES HAYS. 
Mr. LORD. On behalf of the Judiciary Committee I ask unan

imous consent that the testimony taken by that committee in the case 
of Hon. CHARLES HAYs, a member of this House, be printed, so that 
all the members may fnlly consider it. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 
Mr. KASSON. May I a-sk tho gentleman when the report wm be 

madef 
Mr. LORD. Very soon after the testimony is pri11ted. 
Mr. KASSON. I hope it may be made promptly. 
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Mr. LORD. As something has been said in regard to that, I would 

li~e to say--
The SPEAKER pro tmnpore. The order has been made. 

REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Mr. MAcDOUGALL, by unanimous consent, reported from the Com

mittee on :Military Affairs bills of the following titles; which were 
severally read a first and second timeJ referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar, ~d, with the accompanying re
ports, ordered to be printed : 

A bill (H. R. No. 3831) for the relief of certain enlisted men of the 
Twentieth United States Infantry; and · 

A bill . (H~ R. No. 3832) for the relief of Lewis C. Dils, late private 
Company B, Thirty-ninth Kentucky Volunteers. 

:M.r. MAcDOUGALL also, from the same committee, reported back, 
with favorable recommendation, bills of the following titles; which 
were severally referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed : 

A bill (S. No. 548) for the relief of Major D. C. Smith; 
A bill (H. R. No. 2042) to authorize the Secretary of War to com

pensate the officers and men of the Fourteenth Infantry for private 
property destroyed by fire on theN ashville and Chattanooga Railroad; 
and 

A bill (H. R. No. 3422) for the relief of Charles W. Wood, late of 
Company E, First Battalion, Thirteenth Regiment United States In
fantry. 

Mr. MAcDOUGALL also, from the same committee, reported back 
adversely the bill (H. R. No. 1320) for the relief of William H. Small
wood ; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STRAIT, from the same committee, reported back, with a 
favorable recommendation, the bill(S.No. 4) for the relief of William 
Bowlin; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar, and the a~companying report ordered to be printed. 

PAYMASTER-GENERAL. 
Mr. MAcDOUGALL. I ask unanimous consent to report an'd have 

put upon its passage at this time the bill (S. No. 843) establishing the 
rank of the Paymaster-General. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 

MRS. REBECCA C. MAXWELL. 
Mr. RICE, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Invalid 

Pensions, reported back, with a favorable recommendation, the bill (H. 
R. No. 3349) granting a pension to Mrs. Rebecca C. Maxwell, widow of 
the late Colonel 0. C. Maxwell, One hundred and ninety-fourth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Caldendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. PIPER. I move that the House adjourn. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the gentleman will not make that motion. 

It is quite important that action on the resolution providing fpr the 
public printing, which came to us from the Senate .and which we 
amended, should be completed to-night. 

Mr. RANDALL. That will only take five minutes. 
Mr. HOLMAN. It is now late; and I move that the House take a 

recess till eight o'clock. 
The SPEAKER p1·o tempore. Does the gentleman from California 

[Mr. PIPER] withdraw his motion for that purpose f 
Mr. PIPER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. PAGE. I understand that no business is to be done to-night 

except upon the bill which has been mentioned. 
Mr. RANDALL. The Senate, I believe, has taken a recess till seven 

o'clock, and if we meet at eight o'clock the bill will doubtless be ready 
by that t.ime to be sent over. 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] thinks it is abso
lutely essential that bill should be passed to-night or else the public 
printing will stop. 

Mr. KASSON. The only point is that no other business shall be 
transact-ed. 

Mr. RANDALL. No other business will be done except that. 
The SPEAKER pro ternportJ. Does the gentleman from Indiana, the 

mover of the motion, move the House now take a recess until eight 
o'clock with the understanding tha.t no business be transacted except 
what pertains to that bill t 

Mr. HOLMAN. Either that or any other bill pending between the 
two Houses. _ 

Mr. CONGER. I hope there will be no limitation on this last day 
of the fiscal year on the part of the House to do what is necessary. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope it will be confined to what will be neces
sary to get together the two Houses on appropriation bills. So far 
as I am concerned I wish it understood that I make that motion, that 
nothing shall be done except what is necessary to bring together the 
two Houses on the appropriation bills. 

Mr. KASSON. Then it must be for business. 
Mr. CONGER. That means no limitation, then, and I think there 

should be none. . · 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman then move that 

the House take a recess for the transaction of business f . 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let it be business between the two Houses touch-
ing appropriation bills. 

Mr. KASSON. Let there be no limitation. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Then let the motion be without limit. 
The SPEAKER pro tempo1·e. It will be so put to the House. 
And then (at six o'clock and twelve minutes p. m.)the House took 

a recess until eight o'clock p. m. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The recess having expired, the House re-assembled at eight o'clock 
p. m., the Speaker pro tempo·re in t.he chair. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move the House take a recess for fifteen minutes. 
The motion was agreed to. 
After the recess the House resumed its session. 

. MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of their clerks, no

tified the House that the Senate had agreed to the amendments of a 
bill (S. No. 435) amending section 5546 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States, relating to imprisonment and transfer of United 
States prisoners. 

It further announced that it had a~reed to the amendments of the 
House to the bill (S. No. 960) to contrnue the public printing. 

It further announced that it had passed the bill (S. No. 962) to 
amend an act- approved April 20, 1876, providing for the sale of a 
part of t.he custom-house in Rockland, Maine; in which the concur
rence of the House was requested. 

ROCKLAND CUSTOM-HOUSE LOT. 
Mr. HALE. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's 

table and put upon its passage at this time a bill (S. No. 962) to 
amend an act approved April 20, 1876, providing for the sale of part of 
the custom-house lot at Rockland, M.aine. It is only to correct a mis
take in the description of the land in the bill as passed by both 
Houses. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the act approved April17, 
1876, providing for the sale of a part of custom-house lot in Rockland, 
Maine, be, and the same is thereby, so amended that the strip of land 
therein described shall be as follows, to wit: . . 
Be~g at the northerly corner of Jand of the hen,; of Charles Spofford, and 

rnnnmgthence north eight degrees, east one hundred and twenty-one and four. tenths 
feet to Limerock street; at tlie northwesterly corner of land of Oliver H. Perry, 
formerly ship-builder's tot; thence south thirty minutes east by land of said Perry 
and John T. Berry, one hundred and twenty-four feet to land of said Spofford's 
heirs; thence north seventy.si.x: degrees west by land of said Spofford's heirs, eight;. 
een and six-tenths feet to ihe place of beginning, containing about eleven hundred 
and twenty feet. 

And the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to sell and convey 
the therein-described parcel of land upon the same terms and condi
tions .named in the act to which this is additional. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Tho original bill was before the Committ,ee on 
Public Buildings and G1·ounds, and the colleague of the gentleman 
from Maine [11-Ir. PLAISTED] said it was his understanding the de
scription of this land in the original bill was correct. The gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. PLAISTED j is not in his seat. If the gentleman from 
Maine is himseli satisfied this description is right, it is very proper 
perhaps this bill should be passed. 

Mr. HALE. It is correct. It is a triangular piece of land, and it was 
described wrong. The large end there on the western side is de
scribed when it should be on the eastern side. 

The bill was read a first and second time and ordered to a third 
reading; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
J. W. P .ARRISH. 

Mr. PHILIPS, of Missouri, by unanimous consent, moved that the 
bill (S. No. 830) for the relief of J. W. Parrish be taken from the 
Speaker's table and referred to the Committee of Claims; which mo-
tion was agreed to. · 

JOHN N. HALL. 

Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill (H. R. No. 3833) for the relief of John N. 
Hall; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

SURETIES OF J. W. P. HUNTINGTON, DECEASED. 
Mr. LANE. I ask unanimous consent to report back from the Com

mittee on Indian Affairs, with the recommendation that it do pass, the 
bill (S. No. 454) for the relief of the sureties of J. W. P. Huntington, 
deceased, late superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will be read for information, 
after which objections to its present consideration, if any, will be in 
order. 

The bill was read, as follows : 
Be it enacted, &c., That in the settlement of the accounts of J. W. P. Huntington, 

deceased, late superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon, the /roper accounting 
officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized an directed to allow 
a credit of 10,000, Indian funds, charged to him and lost by the wreck ofthe steamer 
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Brother Jonathan, off the coast of California, on the 30th llay of July, 1865; also 
a credit of $500, for that sum tran mittell by said Huntington, on or a!Jout the 15th 
dav of 11Iay, 1865, to William Lo~an, deceased late Indian agent, in charge of tho 
Warm Spring Indian n.~ency in Oregon, for whlch no vouchers were returned be
fore the death of the sn.td Logan: P1 ovided, That no credit shall be allowed for the 
said sums until satisfactory proof shall be made of the loss of said $10,000 by the 
wreck of the said steamer Brother Jonathan and of the transmission of said $.)00 to 
the said William Logan. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is this a Senate bill f 
Mr. LANE. Yes, sir. There is a report by the Senate Committee 

on Indian Affairs accompanying tbe bill, and I a-sk the Clerk to read 
it for the satisfaction of the gentleman from Indiana. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows : 
That in May, June, and July, 1865, J. W. P. Huntintrton was superintentlent of 

Indian affairs in Oregon, and Willia.ni Locran waa Uniteu States Intlian agent, hav
ing charge of the Warm Spring agency. <.:. S.Woodworth (who sweru:s that he was 
chtef clerk of the superintendency) states that on or about the 15th day of May, 
1865, the said Huntington transferred to said Logan t.he sum of $500 of the fun<l ap
propriated for pay of general incidental expenses of the Indian service in Oregon; 
that Logan actually received the money, but that he died shortly afterward. and 
that no receipt was given to Huntington for the same. The affiant states further 
that the amount waM justly and properly disbursed for the :purpose for which it was 
apprt;c!ated. The absence of the receipt might be a suspwioull circumstance, but 
not sufficient to disr.redit a witness whose relations with the parties made him per
sonally cognizant of the transaction. 
. On the lOth day of June, 1865, in his capacity of superintendent of Indian af
fairs, Hnntingt~n drew a check for 810,000 on the Assistant Treasurer of tho United 
States at San Francisco, payable to said William Logan or bearer, and this check 
was presented a.t the office of said Assistant Treasurer and paid on the 20th day of 
the same month. 

On the 28th day of July following Logan embarked with his wife on boal'(l the 
ill-fated steamer Brother Jonathan, bound for Portland, Oregon, and two days af
terward they perished together at sea in the wreck of that ve sel. During his so
journ at San Francisco Log11n did not conceal the fact from his friends and intimate 
acquaintances that he would be the boarer of public funds to Oregon ; ancl at the 
moment of departure be spoke of having considerable amounts in his possession. 

In view of the foregoing facts, your committee report back the bill which waa 
referred to them, and. recommend its passage. 

The bill was orde-red to be read a third time ; and it was accord
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LANE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latte-r mot!on was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Yr. HOLMAN. It is manifest that there is not a quornm present. 
I therefore make the motion that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HURLBUT. I have a. little bill here which I want to have 
passed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I am willing to yield for any matter of reference 
merely. 

Mr. HURLBUT. This is not a matter of reference. I desire to 
have the bill passed. It is a very just bill, and I am sure tho gentle
man from Indiana will approve it the moment he hears it read; else 
I should not ask the Honse to p.a-ss it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I yield for any matter of reference. 
Mr. HURLBUT. This is a matter not of reference, but of busiuess. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Indiana 

yield to the gentleman from Illinois T 
Mr. HOLMAN. There is not a quorum present. 
Mr. HURLBUT. If the motion to adjourn is not pressed, I desire 

to ask the action of the House on this bill. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I have made the motion that the House adjourn. 
The SPEAKER pro tempo-re. Before the question is put on the mo

tion to adjourn, the Chair desires to state that there is a report from 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Indiana, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that the committee had examined, and found duly enrolled, 
a bill of the following title; when the Speaker pro tempore signed the 
same: 

An act (S. No. 336) to authorize the construction of a ponton bridge 
across the Mississippi River from some feasiblo point in La Crosse 
County, in the State of Wisconsin, to some feasible point in Houston 
County, in the State of Minnesota. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that the committee had examined, and found duly enrolled, 
a bill of the following title; when the Speaker pro tentpore signed the 
same: 

An act (S. No. 950) to continue the :public printing. 

ORDER OF BUSL.'rnSS. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I understand that the gentleman from Texa-s [Mr. 

SCHLEICHER] desires to be heard on the Texas border question. If 
so, I withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I move that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole--

The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. The Chair has recognized the gentle-
man from Illinois, [.Mr. HuRLBUT.] . 

TIIIillE MOXTHS1 EXTRA. PAY TO SOLDIERS OF :rtffiXICAN WAR. 

Mr. HURLBUT. I am instructed by the Committee on Military Af
faus to report back, with an amendment and with the recommenda
tion that it do pass as amended, the bill (H. R.No. 2626) to authorize 
tJle Secretary of the Treasury to pay to officers and soldiers engaged 

in the war with 1\Ie:rico the three months' extra pay provi<led for by 
the act of July 19, 1848. • 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will be read for information, 
,after which objections to its present consideration, if any, will l>d iu 
orcler. 

The bill wa-s mad, as follows: 
Be it enacted, d:c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, anll ho is hereby, 

directed, ont of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay to 
officers and soldiers "engaged in the military sen-ice of tho United States iu the 
war with Mexico, nnd who served out the trme of their engagement or were hon
orably discharged," the three months' extra pay pro"Vitled for by the act of .July 
19, 1848, in all cases upon the presentation of ::~atisfactory ovidenoo that s:lid extra. 
compensation bas not been previously received. 

The amendment of the Committee on Military Affairs was read, as 
follows: 

In line 8, after the word '' cli.Scharl!ed," insert these words: "according to the 
conditions and limitations contained in the act hereinafter mentioned." 

Mr. RAND .ALL. I would like the gentleman from Illinois to make 
a statement which may go on record. I am not objecting to the bill, 
but I think a statement shonld be made in explanation of it. 

Mr. HURLBUT. There are, as nearly as we can ascertain, about 
one hundred and fifty of the officers and soldiers of the Mexican war, 
who from some cause or other neglect.ed in time to draw the extra 
three months' pay which was given by the act of 184~, and no ap
propriatjon has been made for paying them. The appropriations have 
all lapsed. And this is simply to authorize them to receive their pay 
under the limitations of the law of 1848. The amount is estimated 
as not exceeding in any evont $40,000. But if there is any objection 
to the bill, I will withdraw it. . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the present con-
sideration of tills bill T 

There was no objection. 
Tho amendment report.ed by the committee wa-s adopted. 
The hill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 

time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. HURLBUT moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; a.nd also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
FOURTH JUDICIAL CffiCUIT. 

Mr. HUNTON. lam instructed by the Committee on the Judiciary 
to report back to the House with amendments, and with the rec9m
mendation that the bill do pass as amended, the bill (S. No. 769) to 
alter and appoint the times for holding the circuit court of the United 
States for the fourth judicial circuit, and for other pu:rpo es. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill will be read for information. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That instead of the regular terms now provided for by b'v the 

circuit conrt of the Uniterl States for the fourth judicial circuit sl1all be helrl as 
follows: That a term of t.he circuit court for the district of South Cnrolina shall be 
hold at the city of Charleston on the first Monday in April and in Columbin on the 
first Monday m November in each year; and, so far as the circuit court is con
cerned, the ~tate of South Carolina snall constitute but one district. 

SEc. 2. That a. term of the circtti t court for the eastern district of North Carolina 
shall bo held at Raleigh on the third Monday in April and November in each year. 

SEc. 3. That a t.crm of tho circuit court for the west{lrn clistrictof North Carolina 
shall be held at Greens borough on the first .Monday of May and the second Mon
day of December in each yeal'. 

SEc. 4. That a. term of the circuit court for the eastern district of Virginia shalT 
be held at .Richmond on thela.st .Monday in May and the first Monday in January 

in S~h/~h~t a term of the circuit court for the western district of Virginia. shall 
be heltl at Lynchburgb on the third Monday in January in each year, and at such 
places and times as the district court is now reqnired to be held in said district. 

SEC. 6. That. there shall be a. term of the circuit court for the distnct of \Vo.st 
Virginia behl at Parkersburgh on the first Monday in February in ennh yo::tr. But 
the term of the circuit court for said district to be held at Parkersburgh on tho first 
.Mondav of August, 1876, shall be held at that time. 

SEc. 7. That there shall boa term of the circuit court for the district of Marylancl 
held at Baltimore on the first Monday in June and the first Monday in Octouer in 
ea{)h year. 

SEc. 8. That all c.ases now pending in the circuit courts for said district shall 
stand fol' trial at the term next ensuing after the passage of this act. 

SEc. 9. That all a.cts inconsistent with this act be, and the l!aiDe are hereby, re
pealed. 

The amendments of the Committee on the Judiciary were read, as 
follows: 

In section 1, line 5, between the word "year" and the word "and" insert the fol
lowing words: "And at snch places and times as the district court is now required 
to be hehl in said district." 

Insert tho same words at the end of t.he third line of the second section. 
Insert the same words at the end of the third section. 
Insert the same words at the end of the fourth section. 
Insert the same words after the word "year" in the third line of the sixth section. 
Insert the same words at the end of tho seventh section. 

The amendments of the committee were adopted. 
The Nil, as amended, was ordered to be read a third time; and it 

was accordin(J'ly read the third time, and passed. 
:Mr. HUNTON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill waa 

passed; .and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
tp,Ule. 

The latter motion wa-s a:rreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SPRINGER obtained the floor and yielded to Mr. SCHLEICHER. 
Mr. SCHLEICHER. I move that the House now resolve itself into 
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Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the joint 
resolution reported from the Committ-ee on the Texas Border Troubles. 

Mr. SEELYE. I will ask the gentleman to yield to me to make a 
report from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which I think there 
will be no objection from any quarter. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I cannot yield. I myself hold the floor by the 
courtesy of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. SPRINGER.] 

M. SEELYE. Then I ask the gentleman from Illinois to yield to me. 
:M:r. SPRINGER. I have already yielded to the gentleman from 

Texas, [Mr. SCHLEICHER.] . 
Mr. SEELYE. It is very desirable that this bill should pass now. 
Mr. HOLMAN. How long will it take f 
Mr. SEELYE. About five minutes. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Then I hope the gentleman from Texas {:Mr. 

SCHLEICHER J will yield. 
Mr. GARFIELD. We can vote down the motion to go into Com

mittee of the Whole. 
Mr. SCHLEICHER. I will yield to the gentleman from Massa

chusetts [Mr. SEELYE] for the purpose he has indicated. 
Mr. HOLMAN. .A.nd I hope that will be the last business that will 

be interposed before the gentleman from Texas can call up his meas
ure. 

Mr. SEELYE. I will not Mk for anything else. I am directed by 
the Committee on Inilian Affairs to report the bill which I send to 
the Clerk's desk, with a recommendation that it be now _passed. 

LA POINTE SUBDIVISION OF CHIPPEWA L~DIANS. 

The Clerk read the bill. The preamble states that, under the pro
visions of the sixth section of the second article of the treaty con
cluded September 30, 1854, with the Chippewa Indhtns of Lake Su
perior and the Mississippi, a reservation. of four se<;tions of land, 
known as the Red Cliff reservation, was set apart for the use of that 
subdivision of the La Pointe band of which Buffalo was chief; that 
under date of February 21, 1856, the President issued his order en
larging said reservation, and that it is desirable to make allotments 
of land in severalty to the Indians now residing there, in the manner 
contemplated by the third article of said treaty. 

The bill authorizes the President to cause allotments in severalty to 
be made of any of the lands included within the extension of said res
ervation by the executive order aforesaid, in the same manner and 
upon the same conditions, including the issue of patents therefor, as 
are prescribed by the third article of said treaty. . 

There was no objection, and the bill (H. R. No. 3834) was received 
and read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

Mr. SEELYE. I would explain this bill if there were any occa
sion for any explanation further than the bill itself gives. It has 
been carefully considered by the Committee on Indian Affairs, ana.is 
unanimously approved by that committee. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be
ing engrossed, it was a-ccordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SEELYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
PROTECTION OF TEXAS FRONTIER. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I now renew the motion that the Honse re
solve itself into Committee of the ·whole for the purpose of consider
ing the joint resolution reported from the Select Committee on the 
Texas Border Troubles. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. \VILSON, of Iowa, in the chair. 
'The CHAIRMAN. By order of the Honse the Committee of 

the Whole will now proceed to the consideration of the joint resolu
tion (H. R. No. 96) to provide for the protection of the Texas front
ier on the Lower Rio Grande, which will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read the joint resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, <ic., That, for the purpose of giving efficient protection to the country 

between the Rio Grande and Nueces River, in the State of T~xas, from the cattle
thieves, robbers, and murderers from the Mexican side of the river, the President 
of the U ni.ted States be, and hereby is, authorized aml required to station and keep 
on the Rio Grande River, from the mouth of that river to the northern boundary 

·of the State of Tama.ulipas, above Laredo, two regiments of cavalry, for field serv
ice, in addition to such infantry force aa may be necessary for ga-rrison duty, and 
to assign recruits to said regiment, so as to :fill each troop to number one hundred 
privates; and they shall be kept up to that strongth as long aa they shall be re
quired in that service. 

SEC. 2. That in view of the inability of the national government of Merico to 
prevent the inroads of lawless parties from Mexican soil mto Texas, tho President 

-Is hereby authorized, whenever, in his j udgroent, it shall be necessary for the pro
tection of the rights of American citizens on the Texas frontiel', above described 
to order the troops to cross tho Rio Grande and use such meallil as they may fi.ud 
necesssary for reco\'ering t.he stolon property and checking the raids, guarding!. 
bow~ver, in all cases, against any unnecessary injury to peaceable inhabitants ot 
Mexico. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. Mr. Chairman, until quite recently the country 
between the Rio Grande and Nueces in Tex.a-s ha-s not been known or 
thought of throughout the United States any more than the Feejee 
Islands. Few have known, ancl it will be difficult for many to real
ize, that for Len years a portion of these United States has been over
run continually by invading bands of robbers from .Mexico and that 

onr people in that border country have for years been suffering all 
the losses and dangers to life and property incident to a state of war 
and invasion. 

Only lately, since the distressing condition of that border country 
has been submitted to the consideration of this Congress and since 
the eyes of the nation have !Jeendrawn to it by the President in his late 
message, people begin to realize the alarming sta.te of that border 
which for years has harassed and distressed the people of Texas. 

That country, ten years ago prosperous and rapidly ad\·ancing in 
population aml wealth, is now in sore distress. Its nutritious gras es 
and genial climate place it in the foremost rank among all t1o fine 
pasture lands of our western country, and the population, which al
most entirely devoted its efforts and means to the raisin~ of stock, 
were blessed with extraordinary success and rapidly increa.srng wealth. 
But tor the last ten years the robbers ha.ve depredated upon and step 
by step impoverished them. .A. committ.ee of the last Legislature of 
the State of Texas reported to the Legislature " that of the vast herds 
which but a few years ago covered the plains adjacent to the Mexi
can border, and which were such a source of profit to the thrifty and 
hardy herdsmen and great wealth to the State, scarce 10 per cent. re
mains to-day to compensate the stock-raiser for his years of labor and 
toil." 

Captain McNally, in a report to General Potter, commanding at 
Brownsville, reported the followin(J' herds of cattle driven across the 
Rio Grande, near Brownsville, by the raiders to his own knowledge 
in seventeen days of November last, from the 8th to the 24th: 

On the 8th o£ November, a. herd of one hundred aml twenty·five; on tho 9th of 
November, a. herd of one hnndred and eighty; on thellth of November, a. herd of 
one hundred and fifty; on the 14th of November, a her<l of one hundroo and fifty; 
on the 17th of Novem'>er, a herd of two hnndrecl and fifty. On the 19th of Novem
ber, a herd not counted crossoo niue miles above Brownsville. About the 20th of 
November, two herds r:umbering five hundred; on November 24, a herd of three 
hnndred, or between seventeen linndred and eighteen hundrecl head in seventeen 
days. 

When it is remembered that this was a few months ago, after the 
cattle of the country had been reduced by ten years of continued rob
bery, and when the raids might reasonably be presnme(l to be checked 
by several fights with the raiders, an approximate idea may be de
rived of the almost incredible extent of this robbery. 

Thus, step by step, day by day, through weary years of alternate 
hope and despondency, has this people, under the protection a.ncl al
most under the shadow of the American flag, been despoilecl by .the 
people of our neighboring country. 

The markets of all the Mexican cities and villages from Matamoras 
to Monterey have been supplied by the stolen cattle from Texas. The 
consul at Monterey stated that " the price of beef in the city was 
regulated by the arrival of raiding parties from the north." 

Contracts for the delivery of large numbers of beef-cattle at Mon
terey were made and filled by the raiders, and the cattle were taken 
thence further into the interior of .Mexico by thousands. 

Cortina, the chief of the robbers, (whose history will-be found in 
the report of the committee,) mayor of Matamoras and brigadier
general of the Mexican army, as well as practically dictator on that 
border, not only supplied these markets, but undertook a contract to 
furnish beef-cattle for the Havana market by a line of steamboats, 
and stocked his own numerous ranches in the interior with stolen 
cattle and horses. Captain McNally, whose evidence is always care
ful, well considered, and trustworthy, states : 

I am in possession of positive information concerning animala stolen from the 
people of Texa.s and canied into Mexico. I can name ranches in that conn try 
upon which can be found 20,000 head of cattle and horses stolen from Texas, still 
bearing the brands of the Texan owners. 

These vast robberies long ago would have exhausted all the cattle 
of that region, but as the whole region north of this border-land is 
the great cattle-ground of Texas, and settled by numerous stock
raisers, whose stock roam at large-often a hundred or two hundred 
miles from the ranches of tho owners-the cold north storms which 
frequently occur in winter drive large numbers of stray cattle before 
them to the south and toward the Rio Grande, thus continually bring
ing new prey for the robbers. Still a belt of about sixty miles has 
been almost stripped of cattle, and the raiders now extend their raids 
to a hundred and sometimes as far as a hundred and fifty miles into 
the interior of our country. 

General Ord, commanding in Texas, stated that the open country 
is virtually iu possession of the raiders. "The road.s,formerly safe, are 
now impassable, except by large parties or under escort. The Mexi
can consul himself, traveling from San Antonio to Camargo, asked 
and obtained a military escort from General Ord. The Catholic bishop 
applied for a military escort on his circuit. The county judge going 
from one town to another needed a military e-scort. It is impossible 
to execute the laws, as fear seals the lips of witnesses and deters ju
rors and officers from doing their duty. When the raiders discovered, 
says General Oru, that a man on one rare occasion had sent informa
tion to the commander of Ringold Barracks, they murdered the man 
who sent and the boy who carried the message in less than a month. 

When they start out on a raid they come into the country by twos 
and threes, exciting no attention, and they aU meet at a preconcerted 
time at a place of rendezvous one hundred miles or more from the Rio 
Grande. They then "round up" a herd of cattle and start with them 
at a full run for the Rio Grande. Once acrosa the river, they ar~ iafs 
and laugh at pursuit. ~ 



4310 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. JUNE 30, 

Although cattle-stealing is the first and prin~ipal incentive t? the 
raids, they have gradually been connected With all other cnmes. 
Stores antl private houses have been robbed and burned down and the 
owners murdered. Travelers were robbed and murdered. Appended 
to the report of our committee will be found a fearful catalogue of 
crime. 

In the report of a joint committee of the Legislature of Texas in 
March, 1875, it is stated-

That murders to the number of one hundred and five have been proven by tpe 
limited evidence before the committee to have been perpetrated by these bandits 
and Indians within the past three or four years in tho section of country below 
Eagle Pass, and the murderers invariably sought a refuge in Mexico. 

Not only robbery, but revenge and terror are the motives for mur
der. 

While the Mexican citizens of Texas, owners of land and stock, ~re 
thoroughly identified with us in feeling and suffer from these raids 
as much as American citizens, there is a floating population without 
any local habitation always scattered th::ougb the ~ountry OJ?- the 
Toxas side of the river, who are ·generally rn league with the raiders, 
and serve them as spies and informers. They are often employed as 
herdsmen or laborers at the Texas ranches, where they obtain a 
thorou()'h knowleclge of the localities and of the chances for robbery. 
They a~e allnatins of Mexico, and their entire sympathy is with the 
robbers. Whenever one of the citizens makes himself prominent in 
MSisting to break up or interfere with the raids, or gives information 
or evidence against them, the raiders.areatonceinformed! and the fa~ 
of the man is sealed. They proclaim .that he must die, and .th~IT 
threats are always carried into execut10n unless the doomed viCtim 
saves himself by flight into a town. A reign of ~error r~sts upon the 
whole population. Boldly and defiantly the raiders nde ~p to any 
ranche in the country and demand fresh horses or anything they 
want and no one ever dares to refuse them. The few citizens of the 
Mexi~an towns on the south side of the river, who are honest, law
abiding men and have been born and hold the property in those 
places, are ov~rawed by ~he numerous robbers. It id believed ~hat 
their sympathies are ao-arnst the robbers, but they dare not manifest 
them. The men in act~al power share in the profits of the robbers and 
assist in their protection. 

Long impunity and a life of comparative ease and large profits 
have attracted to that border all the desperate and vagabond ele
ments of the adjoining country. They and deserte~s from the troops, 
wlio have occasionally been sent there by the national ~o.vernme~t 
have swelled their numben1 so that these robber commumties consti
tute the ruling power of the country. Cortina, who was the great 
robber chief, appreciating fully tha~ his warlike and n~~rous follow 
ers made him respected and feared rna coun~rywhere CIvil ~ars have 
almost been the rule and peace the e~cept10n and gav:e hrm the. su
preme power, never hesitated to use his power for their p~otec~on. 
When Trevino, an alcalde or judge, dared ~o have two of his ~a1d~::S 
and robuers arrested, Cortina shot and killed the alcalde WI~h .ms 
own hand. Cortina has by stratagem been arrested and earned oft 
from amid his followers and from the city which he ruled with the 
power of a pasha, by a bold officer of the national governm.ent, but 
the robber communities which he has built up have remamed and 
are carrying on theit nefarious pursuits. The large ill-gotton· gains 
of the robbers, shared by the mercantile community and the offi?ials, 
have demoralized the entire state of Tamaulipas. Even the national 
officers as notoriously Colonel Christo, who was the military com
maude:·, and whose false cunning and treachery is shown in our re
port and the evidence accompanying it, have made themselves par
ticipants oi the crime and its gains. 

It has been stated by many writers that the native robbers of Cali
fornia, who played so conspicuous a figure some years ago, alwaJS 
assumed a patriotic and nationa.l character as against .the hated rn
vaders, the Americans and foreigners, and thereby gamed the sym-

. pathy of the Mexican ma.sses. The same is the case with our border 
robbers. 

The country between the Nueces an.d Rio Grande.was ~former 
times a portion of the state of Tamaulipas, and the rnhabitants of 
that state have never overcome the feeling that they should be its 
ri crhtful owners. Cortina ha.s never failed to rouse the hatred of the 
M~xican population against the ''gringos," and to incite their hopes 
that the hated Americans would one day be driven back beyond the 
Nneces. When Roderick Dhu, from his barren mountain home, points 
out to Fitz-James the rich plains and valleys of the lowlands and 
expresses the bitter feeling of the conquered-

These fertile plains, that softened vale, 
W er·e once the birthright of the Gael, 
The stranger came with iron hand, 
And from our fathers reft the land-

be strikes a chord which vibrates in the hearts of the Mexican people 
ever since the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and only too literally 
do their raiders carry out Roderick's threat-

. While on yon plain, 
The &xon rears one shock of grain ; 
While, of ten thousand herds, there strays, 
But one along yon river's maze,-
The Gael, of plain and river heir, 
Shall, with strong hand, redeem his share. 

God knows that they have taken their share, and their share, in 
their opinion, is all. 

We have the evidence that the present strength of the raiders is 
far above what could be overcome by the ordinary means of our local 
defense. General Ord, in stating that the open country on our side 
of the river was virtually held by the raiders, says: "My force was 
entirely inadequate to check them or drive them out of the country." 
Captain McNally gives it as his opinion that five hundred of the best 
troops, if they would cross over and st.ay twenty-four hours, would 
never come back again. The raiders are bold and desperate men, 
splendidly armed with Winchester or Spencer carbines and six-shoot
ers; they are well mounted and in large numbers, and their organ
ization is so perfect that they will at once collect in the shortest pos
sible time at auy threatened point. 

It requires a sma,ll army to meet the present emergency, and the 
longer decisive steps are delayed the more will the numbers and 
power of the raiders increase. 

Had I not seen in an influential paper the remark that Texas ought 
to defend herself, I would not have thought it worth while to say a 
word on that point. No one, I thought, would for a moment main
tain that Texas must defend that portion of the national boundary 
line which is in her limits. Single-handed and alone has Texas 
a-chieved her independence forty years ago, when the number of her 
people was little more than thirty thousand. True she had the sym
pathy of the American people and the generous help of hundreds of 
Americans who hastened to her aid. But would our State now ask 
help in open war against· the same power when our people number 
nearly two millions f 

But we do not wish for war. Prot-ection and peace are all we ask, 
and we fear that acts of retaliation by our people, when goaded to 
despair, would bring about a war with all its horrors. .Moreover, 
brave hearts and stout arms are not sufficient for war. We can have 
no army. When the republic of Texas yielded up her independence 
and became a State of this Union, she yielded her power to make 
war not only, but she yielded the meaus. The custom-house duties, 
the internal revenue, flow into the coffers of the United States and 
are ours no-longer. We have taken up our share of the public debt, 
and, whatever others may think, we at least mean to pay it honestly, 
and in honest money, greenbacks and all. How could we provide 
for a military establishment besides! Out of our small means our 
people have year after year supported State tr~ops to help out the 
protection of our Indian and Mexican border which we never with 
all our petitions could obtain; our people knew that the National 
Government owed that protection, but they never could find it in 
their hearts to turn a deaf ear to the appeals for help coming from 
their brothers on the frontier. Poor as they often wero these taxes 
were never begrudged; for there is a strong feeling that binds Tex
ans together growing out of a history of their own, full of common 
sutferino- and common glory. 

But if the defense of our national border would be thrown upon 
tte frontier States, what would our Army be doing in the mean time f 
Would it be standing guard, as has been suggested, over the valued 
persons of officers T This is no mockery, as might be thought. The 
theory that the protection of the officers was the chief duty of the 
Army and that the States had to defend the national border, unless 
indeed invasion should come in the shape of an army with banners, 
has been gravely advanced, as will be seen by a reference to the docu
ments atta-ched to our report. If we could admit the correctness of 
this theory, the sooner our Army would be retired the better would 
it be. 

But it is not so. Our experience has shown that the army we had 
in Texas held far different views, and that from the commanding 
generals to the privates in the ranks they have been untiring in their 
efforts to give as much protection as was in their power to our scat
tered and exposed settlements on the frontier. Our people have 
marked their brave and cheerful bearing in hardships and danger, 
and their energy has given us such intervals of peace as our Indian 
frontier has lately enjoyed, and no voice from our State shall ever be 
heard in detraction of their well-earned fame and their brave and 
kindly conduct. Theirs has been no life of ease, and the least they 
can ciaim at our hands is a just appreciation of their devoted and 
arduous service. 

Our troubles do not extend along our entire Mexican border. We are 
on the most friendly relations with the people and the authorities of 
the states of Coahuila and Chihuahua, and the raids only coma from 
the state oi Tamaulipas, where the people are demoralized or over
awed by the robbers, and the authorities are chiefs of robbers or par
ticipants in their ill-gotten gains. 

I am aware that not only the Mexicans have positively asserted 
that the raids were mutual and that robbers from Texas raided in 
Mexico as well as Mexican raiders in Texas, but that public opinion 
in the United States has been much inclined to believe it. Our re
port disposes fully of the ~lander, and th~ most zealo~s in':"estigatiou 
shows it to be totally without foundatwn. Mr. Ftsh hunself, the 
Secretary of State, has·emphatically denied the charge to the Mexican 
authorities and challenged them to prove one single fa-ct. They 
have not only failed to prove but even to define one solitary case. 
The truth is that both the reward and the danger held out to such 
of our roaming people who might be so inclined would be such as to 
make the attempt utter folly; for, while the American side of the 
river is rich and defenseless, the .Mexican side is poor and bristling 
with arms, with a robber population always on the alert. 



1876. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 4311 
Equally nntrue is the charge that our people want more of the ter

ritory of Mexico and desire to provoke a war. Never was there a 
greater mietake, not to say slander. 

Sir, ever since the war with Mexico the frontiers of Texas have 
been harassed both uy Indians and freebooters. The scenes of hor
ror that have been enacted on our Indian frontier beggar description. 
General Sherman iu his evidence before the last Congress stated that 
he passed on our f1·ontier abandoned farms, remnants of fences, the 
blackened chimneys of burned houses, and all the evidences of former 
settlement, but the frontier settlers had been killeu or driven b;Lek 
for many miles. No one who has not himself seen the terrible sights 
after an Indian raid, the bodies of men, women, and children muti
lated in wanton sport by the devilish cruelty of these fiends without 
mercy, brave men tied up and burned alive at a slow fire; no one who 
has not heard the tales of woe from female captives of our blood and 
race carried off and subjected to unutterable misery, dragged naked 
under the burning sun with their bare feet over stony roads, tied be
tween the horses of their pitiless ca.ptors, and then turned out into 
the barren wilderness to die alone, will ever know what our people 
have suffered. 

Our Legislatures have continually petitioned this Congress for pro
tection; our governors have sought help from the National Govern
ment for long and weary years. For near thirty years which I have 
lived in Texas ne~~r the Indian and Mexican frontier I do not now re
member one solitary day when we had peace and a feeling of entire 
security on all points of our extended border; nor do I remember one 
single year that our people did not tax themselves to keep up what 
force we could to a:fl"ord that protection which we in vain called for. 

Our country offers unsurpassed facilities for the herdsman in rais
ing all varieties of stock. There indeed has the Lord tempered the 
wind to the 8horn lamb, and in the mild climate the cattle and horses 
:fincl rich nourishment on our luxuriant grasses from one end of the 
year to the other. The wealth of' our people was always in their 
herds and flocks. It wearies my· memory to think of tho nnm ber of 
cases where the fruit of long years of toil was swept away in an evil 
hour and of the men who went to rest at night prosperous and in easy 
circumstancestofind themselvespaupersiu their old age in themorn
ina. 

Our people have hoped for peace with that hope rleferred whicn. 
makes the heart sick; and shall we wish for war nowT The thought 
is madness. We want peace; we want no more territory; we wish to 
see our own vast ten·itory fi11etl with a prosperous population. 

]f I shall express my own views as to the policy of this nation, I think 
that all the diplomatic efforts of the Government should· tend to bring 
about a friendly intercourse with the 1\lexican government and peo
ple. I think that our embassy to Mexico might be made of more 
practical importance than any other, not excepting either EngRtnd 
or France. We are and will forever remain neighbors, and whether 
our mutual relations be conducted prudently or otherwise our future 
history for weal or woe will never be separated. Once dispel their 
apprehension that we covet their land and wish the disintegration 
of their nation, and they will see that we are for them the most use
ful friends. 

Once before, when the armies of France overran Mexico and the 
empire of Maximilian was established, the United States upheld the 
sinl'ing fortunes of the liberal government of Juarez, and it was their 
frown which removed European influence from Mexican soil. The 
government of Presiclent Lerdo is the heir of the principles as well as 
tho power of the government of Juarez, and a worthy heir, and must 
retain the memory of that stormy time of its history, and the memory 
also of those w bo were then the friends in need. Its enlightened 
policy, its determined and devoted efforts to raise tho Mexican nation 
out of the sea of troubles on which it is tossing for so many years and 
lead it to a safe and bright future, have gained for the present gov
ernment of Mexico the esteem and strong sympathy of the .Ameri
can people. Why should not our intercom-sa be more extended and 
made mutually advantageous T Why should not our people have the 
trade with Mexico which is now almost entirely in the hands of Eu
ropean nations T .A proper treaty of reciprocity and a prudent and 
honorable policy can bring about mutual relations satisfactory and 
advantageous to both nations. 

.Again, I will say that our conduct. should be just. While we must 
have protection for our people and enforce it if necessary, we should 
be careful to observe all our own obligations. The .Apaches on the 
Chiricabna agency, which has been established in .Arizona, bavo for 
some time been engaged in desolating raids into the state of Sonora, 
and the inhabitants of that state have suffered greatly. Care should 
be taken that no such inroads are permitted on our part, and that 
the Indians are forced to remain on their reservation or removed to 
one more suitable. 

While these are my views of the relations which we should observe 
wit.h the people and government of Mexico, I will further say that I 
can certainly not be charged with prejudice against the Mexican na
tionality. Wo have many Mexican citizens in Texas, anu nearly all 
of them reside in the district which I have the honor to represent. 
I· can say with pride that I have had the support of the g-reat majority 
of them anrl have many eviuences of their confidence. The Mexicans 
residing in Texas have, from the very beginning of our separate his
tory, cast their lot with the Texans, and have been the steadfast and 
patriotic sons of our country. The names of many are inscribed on 

the pages of our history. They were represented among tho signers 
of the Texan declaration of independence and among the members 
of Congress of our Republic. They were with our people in the battle 
of San Jacinto, where the independence of Texas was won by the 
sword; and ever since they have shared our fate in council or war. 
On the very ground where these raius occur they are numerous among 
tho sufferers, and many havo been conspicuous in the defense of our 
border and in-the predatory war with the invading robbers. They 
are true .American citizens. Since t.he first years of my resiclence in 
Texas to this day they h.;l.ve been my neighbors and friends. I cl:l.im 
to express their views like the views of all my other constituents. 
There is no animosity or separat.ion of the nationalities; a common 
destinyhasmeltedaJlelementstogether. When I speak of my people 
I speak of them a.s of all tho rest. 

I have thus fully expressed my views so as to place our motives 
beyond all cavil ancl doubt. But I insist that the protection of our 
frontier and the employment of all the means necessary to that end 
are imperative duties. One of the earliest necessities of society among 
all nations has been the punishment of crime by society to prevent 
its increase. This right and the recognition of its necessity are as old 
as the first elements of civilization. Withdraw the punishment and 
crime will increase everywhere. Now, in this case there has been a 
life of crime, of rapine, and murder, followed for ten years in the 
open light of day a.nd in bold defiance of all law, human or ruvine, 
by a whole community. Their government, powerless to control or 
punish its criminals, yet sets up a claim that its territory must be re
spected, practically a claim for . total impunity for the criminals. 
Onr Government, npon whose citizens they depredate, while knowing 
the weakness of the government of Mexico, yet acknowledged that 
feeble claim to the sacredness of their territory, and yielded in obedi
ence to it the sacred right and the sacred unty of self-defense. No 
more humiliating spectacle has ever been presented than was ex
hibited on the Rio Grande again and again. Here the habitual de
spoilers of our people, with the stolen herds coming out of the river 
on the Mexican side, with insulting gestures amllaughter and jeers, 
and on the .American side of a river, which they could have crossed 
in a few minutes, onr .baffied military protect.ors, perplexed with rage 
and shame, their valor ancl their common sense alike benumbed and 
paralyzed by diplomatic fictions. 

It is the unanimous opinion of all military men who are familiar 
with the localit.ies that no efficient defense of the border can be had 
without the right of pursuing the robbers when found in possession 
of their booty across the R.io Grande and until they are reached. 

I send to t-he Clerk's desk extracts from the evidence of Captain 
McNally and General Ord, given before our committee, to be read: 

'rhe Clerk read from the testimony of Captain MeN ally, as follows: 
These people who raid on Texas are not claime-d by Mexicans as citizens of that 

coTIDtry. They say that they are outlaws and murderers and tliat as far as they 
are able they stop their crossing, and t.hey want us to assist them in do in~ so. They 
desire that we shall render them all the assistance in our po~er to break that sys
tem up. I believe that if ordern were issued to oar military authorities to pursue 
these bands to the ot.ber bank of the river and punish them so severely that the pay 
they got for crossing a herd of cltttle would not compensate them for.the risk they 
rnn in ma1..-ing the raid, it would be the most effectual and rapid way of breaking 
this thing up, witl.Jout su~jecting any innocent parties to hmm. rn· carrying out 
that policy there is no probability that one innocent man would suffer. The gov
ernment of Mexico is TIDable to break this thing uv. If President Lerdo were to 
send an officer down there honest enough to act VIgorously against theso follows 
and with a sufficient force to stop these raids, tho state of Tamanlipas would be 
in revolution in less than three mouths. It is far distant from the capital. The 
entire federal army of Mexico ha.-1 its bands full in restraining the interior states 
from revoltin~, and it would be impossible for the president to coerce this state. 
He has not force enough. This information I received from federal officers in 
Mexico, who tolrl me that they had not troops enough to send there, and t.hat they 
knew that as qnicklv as a squad of men wero sent there for that purpose the state 
of Tamaulipas woulll revolt. Mexican officers have said to me, "I wish to God you 
wonld kill all these fellows." That.! think would be the quickestanclmost.effectual 
remedy for the breakinf~ up of the catt.le.thieves, for so long as these robbers find 
on the opposite bank o the river a place of r efu\Z.e and a city where they can dis
pose of their plTIDder without danger so long wilJ tuey continue to raid upon Texas. 
It would cost the United States Governmeut more monev to guard that border than 
the whole state of Tamaulipa.s is worth; I mean, to gnard it so effectually as to 
prevent these men from coming over. . 

TheCJerk also read the following from the testimony of General Ord: 
After examining the country, which I foTIDd to be a dense thicket along the river, 

with here and there narrow paths or cattle-roads cut through, (which thicket ex
tends sometimes twenty or t;venty.fi ve miles from the river toward the open plain,) 
and from the fact that the grazing country t-o th~ north is about the same distance 
fr-om the river from its mouth for five hundred miles up the river, I came to the 
conclusion that it was impossible t-o guard the river.banks by a system of small 
posts or videt.tos, for the reason that the cattJe-thieves can receive notice from the 
rural povulation (who are nearly all :Mexicans) of the location of the troops. I sat
~sfied myself that the only ~ay to protect the property of the people on that front
Ier and to vreveut these rruds was to cross the river whenever the troops struck a 
trail with the prospect of overtaking the cattle-thieves. They cannot see them 
come through this thicket. or chaparr:U, and they cannot know that they are coming 
on any particular road exeept only by accident. They can only get upon tho tJ-ail 
in the reru· and follow them, and as these cattle· thieves go moTIDted and at full run 
tho prospect of overtaking them beforo they get to the river is more than doubtful; 
it is next to impossible. The local authorit1es on the Mexican side, being under 
the influence of this lawless population, which I have describedJ and being some
times their leaders, are averse to restoring any property, and I oelieve they have 
never yet shown any disposilion to do so, no matter how stron!7 the proof· of the 
guilt of the party or the evidence t.hat the property is within their reach. These 
officials have frequently e~a~ed in these cattle-raitis and have boasted of the suc
cess of their enterprise. unaer these circumstances, and in view of the power
lessness or inability of the Mexican government to enforce its own laws, or even 
to protect its own property, we cannot expect them to protect ours, and I consider 
it not only justifiable, but the dntyof the United St.a.tes authorities, to enforce the 
security of our own bordl'r and to protect the peoplo from invasion. 
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Mr. SCHLEICHER. All declare that the power of the troops to 
cross after t hem will break up the raids very soon. The very knowl
edge of the existence of such power will convince them that hereafter 
their trade will be rather dangerous, and one OI' two exrunples will 
probably suffice to break up the whole organization. Observe that in 
the proposition presented by us the crossing is not made obligatory, 
but is a reserved power to be used only where aU other means shall 
fail. Can the Mexican government object to it 'i' Thoy cannot form
ally agree to it, because the pride of their people would take offense 
and they woold lose politically too much by making such concessions. 
But common sense should conclusively show that it would be the 
hei~ht of absurd pretense that they should demand of us not to molest 
their criminals while they themselves -are powerless to control them. 
If this authority is resorted to, it will be a necessity incident to our 
self-defense. They cannot in reason present the alternative tllat we 
should either continue to suffer the inroads of these robbers or else 
incur their displeasure. As early as 1873, Mr. Fish baa declared that 
this must be the last resort. 

It bas been said that the pursuit of the robbers aero~ the 
border should be left to the discretion of the commanding officer, 
without a special authority by Congress. \Ve have considered t.his 
proposition and could not approve it. The President has in his mes
sage submitted this matter to the consideration of Congress, and if 
we recognize the necessity of the action which we propose it would 
be unworthy of Congress and unjust to the Executive and the officers 
of the Army if we should escape the responsibility and place it entirely 
upon their shoulders. We do not propose to direct that pursuit should 
be made, but leave the President the judge of the necessity when it 
shal1 occur. 

The revolution which has for some time been going on in Mexico 
on and near our border had temporarily changed the condition of 
things in this, that the Mexican government had entirely disap
peared from the scene, and that at one time the r~volutiona.ry lead
ers, Porfi.rio Diaz and others, held possession of the entire country 
on our border. This has lately again changed, as the revolution
ary forces have abandoned Matamoras and marched to the interior; 
and General Escobedo, commanding the forces of President Ler
<lo's government, has appeared at the head of an army and occupied 
Matamoras, Camargo, and other places. On his arrival at Camargo, 
General Escobedo sent a letter to General Ord advising him of his a.r
rival and expressing sentiments of friendship and good-feeling on the 
part of his government. 

The character, the high position, and the power of General Esco
bedo led to the belief that crime would be rigidly punished at least 
while he would be on our border with his army, and that he would 
rigidly enforce order. But it behooves tbis Congress to consider well 
what the prospects for the immediate future really are. Up to the 
30th of May the accounts of robberies have continued. It is true that 
they have decreased both in frequency of occurrence as well as in 
magnitude, because the great bulk of the robber popnlationhadjoined 
the army of Porfi.rio Diazl the revolutionary leader, on his march to 
Monterey, and have remamed in his army e\er since. But the raids 
have never ell.tirely ceased. On the 15th of March, Major Clendennin, 
commanding at Ringgold Barracks, reported to General Potter, at 
Brownsville: 

I think the cattle stealing has been transferred from the lower Rio Grande to 
the vicinity of Carigo and points above. I cannot guard tho fords with thirty men. 
I ask to be relieved from the responsibility of command here at ont:e. I have no 
troops of my own arm of service, cavalry. 

He stated what he saw; but cattle rai<ling was going on along the 
lower Rio Grande as well, as we see from statements from that quar
ter. A fight between raiders and citizens took place on the 7th of 
April below Brownsville. 

I will send to the Clerk's desk some reports of our papers and also 
the official report of Captain McNally to the a-djutant-general of the 
Stat-e of Texas. These accounts will not only show that the raids are 
continually occurring, but also that in our confidence in the presence of 
General Escobedo and his army and the preservation of order and 
safety thereby we have again been grievously mistaken, aa we were 
so many times before. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
[From the San Antonio Herald.] 

MEXICAN DEPREDATIONS. 
We were pleased this morning at receiving a visit from J. C. See, of Laredo, who 

is at present in our city on a visit. 
We learn from this gentleman that on the night of the 18th instant a party of 

Mexicans, from the other side of the Rio Grande, stole thirty-eight head of horses 
and two yoke of oxen from Mr. Slaughter's herd, in charge of Mr. George High, on 
the Carizo. Mr. High followed the marauders on the day following, and came upon 
the oxen, which had boon abandoned. The pursuers, however, did not reach Pro
sutio del Norte, on the Rio Grande, until after the thieves, with their booty, Jiad 
cro sed over, which is the usual upshot of all attempts to capture Mexican horse
thieves when thev once have the advantage of a few hours. 

Mr. See also tells us that three days ago there was a tremendous rain on the Frio, 
and there had been some also on the San Miguel; but none whatever between that 
creek and the city. 

[From the Brown.sville Sentinel.] 
EDINBURGH, May 19, 1876. 

EDITOR SENTINEL: Yesterday I acted as interpret-er for Captain McNally. He 
sent a message for Senor Desiderio r..odri~uez, president of the ayuntamiento of 
Reynosa, to come and see him. Senor Roariguez came in response to the message 
of Captain McNally, who demanded of him the rcstoration of the rest of the stolen 

ca~tle-amounting to twentJ:·two or twenty-three head-and the surrender of the 
tlneves that escaped, o~ which ~e gave a h st, as follows: Almndo Mungia, Lino 
Perez, --- Can<lelano, a son-m·law of .Abuntla Mongia, -- Garza,~usabio 
Maocins, Andres Cava.zos, and one or two others. 

Senor Rodriguez was greatly agitated when he first came over, an<l durin .. the 
conference. He promised to dcli>er the cattlo and thie>es and J!ave his wo'rd to 
that efrect; but, up to the time of writing, nine p.m. , no cattle or thieves have been 
delivererl. 

Senor Rodriguez sent a communication to General Escobedo, informina him that 
the Mexican territory was invaded by .Americans. Fifty men and an officer were 
sent to protect him. 

The stolen cattle were crossed by the thieves into Ge-neral B Rcobedo's picket lines I 
This is from reliable persons, and Captain McNally and Lieutenant Farnsworth, 
United States .Army, did not hP.sitate m informing Senor Rodriguez of the fnct. 

Last evening Captain McNally had a guard stationed in front of the "Sabinito" 
ranch, where the thieves crossed the cattle, and where they reside and are protect
ed by the Mexican authorities. The thieves fired across lhe river at the guard that 
night and again in the morning. Fortunately none of our boys were injured. The 
fire of thi" morning was returned, but without effect further than that a house was 
pretf(r badly riddled from the fire of our boys. 

A ranger just in from the scene says that the Mexican authoritles had sent a 
force to capture the thieves. The ranch was surrounded but the game waFI not to 
be tound. They had timely warning to make themselves scarce. It is well blown 
that the parties concerned in this cattle stealing reside at this ranch with their 
families and have all their interests there. 

Captain McNally crossed over with three men and had a. JtOOd view of the don 
and saw the trail of the cattle. They were driven in the direction of Reynosa. 
Sabinito ranch is about four miles above Reynosa. The wounded thief ism that 
city under medical treatment. 

'l'his is the same gang of thieves that murdered Mr. Cleaveland some time ago, 
and also made an attempt to murder and rob Mr. Estapa, of this county. 

More anon, 
OJO. 

[From the Galveston News.] 
SAN ~"TOXIO, May 30, 1876. 

Yesterday Alejos Gonzales and eight of his bands followed cattle-thieves noar 
Eagle Pass. They came up with them, thirty in number, at Comanche Creek, 
thirty miles ea.st of Eagle Pass, and engaged them in fighting from nine a. m. to four 
p. m. The battle resulted in victory for the robbers; they Killed Gonzales and four 
of his men. The other four escaped, and report five of the robbers killed. 

Alejos Gonzales. who was recently killed by robbers near Eagle Pass, was guite 
~ yo!ID~ man, and raised in San Antonio. He did quite a large mercantile bu8llless 
m Piedras N egras. 

GnANDBAM, TEXAS, May 19, 1876. 
SIR: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 17th I followed a gang 

of raiders (numbering eight or ten) to the river, at a point five miles above Edin
burgh. It was very dark-ten o'clock p. m.-anrl my guide mis ed the trail, de
taining us about thirty minutes, so that by the time I reached the rivor they had 
crossed all the catt.le but seven or ten head, and there were but four men on this 
bank, two of whom were killed, one wounded badly, and the other escaped. The 
firing commenced from the other side as soon as my men came in sight. For fear 
of accidents I had instructed my men not to fire until they were close enough to 
make sure shot. 

We got six horses, saddles, and bridles, and their OOJDp equipage, consisting of 
coffee-pots, cups, blankets, ropes, &c. 

I at once wrote a noto to Captain H. J. Farnsworth, Eighth United States Cav· 
airy, stationed at Edinburgh, asking him to assist in recapturing the cattle. He 
came up ntxt morning (18th) with filty men, bot refnsed to cross, and said that he 
would assist me in recrossing if he was satisfied that I would be unable to get back 
without his help, but would regret the necessity of so doing, and advised me not 
togo. 

Some of my Mexican guides thought tha~ a part of the cattle were iust back of 
the ranch, the Sa bini to ; so I crossed with three men and searched the fields ad
jllining the ranch, but found no cattle ; saw the trail leading straight to Reynosa

1 distant but one mile and a half, and, as Captain Farnsworth told me that GeneraL 
Escobedo had a.larae force there, I recrossed. 

I then went to Edinburgh and sent for the alcalde of Reynosa.; told him of the 
affair and asked for the return of the cattle as soon as the~ could be found, to
gether with the thieves. He promised to return the cattle and ariest the thieves 
and have them pmrished. On urging a compliance with my just demand, he prom
ised to send the thieves over secretly as he was afmid to do so publicly. 

Gaptilln Farnsworth and the Rheriff of Hidalgo County assisted at the interview. 
Captain Farnsworth told him that he intended to support me fully in everything I 
saw proper to do in the matter. This evening the chief of the rural police told me 
that they were making a very determined effort to catch the thieves, and thought 
they would succeerl. 

General Escobedo and staff were in Captain Farnsworth's camp while these 
thieves were crossing the river and driving beeves inside Escobedo's lines for 
brea1.i'ast; and Escobedo's band of twenty pieces that he had brought to Farns
worth's camp was playing in our hearing when we commenced firin~ on the raiders. 

I believe there is some correspondence going on between General Escobedo and 
the United Statea authorities at Fort Brown in regard to the matter. 

We leave this place in the morning for Laredo and * * * 
Very respectfully, 

A true copy. 

General WILLIAM STEELE. 

L. H. McNALLY, 
Oaptain commanding. 

WM.STEELE, 
Adjut,nfr6e1Wral Stau of Tes<U. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. But even if General Escobedo had tho will 
and the power to re.strain this robbing, we could not expect that the 
Mexican government could leave him and their army on t.hat remote 
frontier. Ah'eady we bear that he is about leaving or haa left for 
the interior and that the notorious Colonel Christo, who was in com
maud during the worst part of the raids, who proved his bad faith 
and complicity, as fully shown in our report, is again left in com
mand at Matamoras. 

We have reports that the revolutionary army under Diaz was de
feated in the interior of Mexico. If it is so, or whenever it does occur, 
thousands of fugitive stralfglers, the debris of the defeated armies, 
demoralized, desperate, starved, and ragged, will be turned loose on 
our devoted frontier. The same people have taught us the same hu
miliating lessons for ten years. \Ve know where they are; we know 
that for years their business bas been the robbing and munlering of 
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our people, and we can almost count the weeks and tell the day when 
their hungry bands, worse than so many starving wolves, worse than 
the devouring clouds of locusts, will again arrive on our exhausted 
frontier, the accustomed theater of their infamous activity. 

But anot.her unexpected change has again occurre<l in the last few 
days. Again the revolutionary army has defeated t.he government 
troops under General Quiroga on the Rio Grande, and even now they 
may !Je again in full power on our border. Cortina, the old robber 
chief, tho old enemy of our people, has broken his parol in the city 
of Mexico, has escaped, and is now in high commaml in the armies of 
Porfirio Diaz. Every day may see him on the Rio Grande agaiJ;t, 
breathing vengeance -and defiance at the head of thousands of his 
robbers. And still our border lies open and unprotected. Shall the 
dark clouds break upon the devoted heads of our exposed people or 
will you help them t 

.Mr. Chairman, your committee have shown the startling condition 
of that portion of our country by evidence as clear and undoubted 
a,s the light of day. 

The facts presented to you are formidable in their long array and 
astonishing by the light they t.hrow upon the condition of that coun
try. Murder most foul and revolting, robbery on a scale so stupen
dous as to ma-ke the most undoubted facts appear like fiction, all 
committed for long years by constant inva,sion of our country under 
the very shadow of the flag of our nation, flaunting its false and de
lusive promises of protection to the despairing sight of our abandoned 
people. 

We have shown that all appeals to the Mexican authorities and 
all hopes of redress and safety from them are vain and worse than 
useless; that between the duplicity of the Mexican government, 
induced perhaps by their weakness, and the bad faith and complicity 
of their local authorities, all we ever received at their hands were 
empty promises, always broken and :aever relieved by a single act of 
good faith. We have shown that to promise our people help andre
lief through the Mexican government would be a cruel mockery, and 
that all that remains for them to look to is solely and alone the im
mediat-e and energetic action of our nation. Will the members of 
the national Congress let the people on our outpost-s turn their eyes 
to them for help in vain; and have they no heart for those who are 
bound to them by the sacred ties of nationality, those ties which so 
lately were made indissoluble by your blood and your treasure t 

Sixteen years ago Governor Sam Houston closed a letter to the 
State Department on the same subject with these words : 

Our entire means of defense now in the field is inadequate to the protection of 
the country from Indians, and we must depend for the pi"otection of the Rio 
Grande on the nation. Believing that when the facts are freseuted to Con!!ress 
the dictates of humanity will rise above all party or persona r.onsiderations, 'i r.et 
look for aid from that quarter. The American heart must feel for a people of like 
race and kindred; and though sectional considerations may prevail at times they 
will, I believe, be forgotten when the catalogue of ba.rbarities, by which our front
ier has been devastated, is remembered. 

Sam Houston has gone to his grave, but his appeal, unheeded in 
the passions of those days, addre,sses itself again to the representa
tives of the nation of which he was one of the most devoted citizens. 

Texas is the young giant of these United States. Born amid the 
storms of battle, her early days spent under the severe and sober 
teachings of toil and sorrow, she only now enters upon a career which 
will before long make her t.ho poer of the foremost State of this Union. 
·when these clark days shall have passed into hist.ory, when in the 
enjoyment of pea-co and pro perity her fertile plains shall bear the 
rich reward of the toils of the honest husbandman; when the shaded 
banks of her rivers and her smiling valleys shall resound with t.he 
busy hum of peaceful industry; when the teeming herds and flocks 
will browse undisturbed on her extended plains and her green hill
sides; when she will have taken the rank among her sister States 
which the millions of her hartly people will assign to her, then she 
will bear in grateful memory the names of those who were her friends 
when friends were needed. 

If the history of our country has taught any lesson, it is that the 
policy which is wisest and most successful is not the policy of heart
less calculation, but that which wins directly the hearts of the peo
ple. Fear and hatred are weak bands to bind this great country per
manently together. The power of deep-rooted patriotism alone is 
eqnal to the task. Love of country, that most ennobling of the vir
tues of man, that feeling which in all ages has made men heroes and 
caused them to pour out their blood like water, is the firmest foundar 
tionof States; and no wlse statesmanship has ev-er neglected the op
portunity to sow its seeds in the fertile soil of the hearts of the peo

. pie, and to foster its growth by all means iu its power. When the 
generation which will follow us in our State shall hereafter remem
ber the dark times through which their fathers are now passing; 
when they remember that their mothers sat through the long and 
weary nights, their eyes strangers to rest, and their frightened ears 
hearing the yell of the merciless robber in the moaning of the night 
wind and in the distant howl of the prairie wolf, then let them re
member also that at the time of their utmost peril their nation 
stretched forth its strong arm and interposed its protecting shield be
tween them and ruin. Then t.heir hearts and the hearts of their 
children and their children's children will cling to their country as 
with hooks of steel. Who can tell the future i 'Vho will say that the 
day will not come when their blood, freely shed on some future field 
of battle, ma.y maintain and save their country's honor and integrit.yf 

Your duty to the suffering citizens of your country, and far-seeing 
wisdom alike, call on this Congress for magnanimous and prompt 
action. Not only will it save tlwse who have a right to look to yon 
for aid and protection, but, like bre:td cast upon the waters, it will 
return to bless the giver after many days. 

l\Ir. CONGER. 1 suppose the members of this body, after hearing 
the report of the committee who investi~ated this subject, and after 
listening to the very eloquent remarks ot the gentleman from Texas, 
[Mr. ScHI..EICHER,] cannot doubt that the pcoplo of the frontier of 
Texas have snfl'ered perhaps beyond tho power of language to express 
from the incursions of Indians and from the incursions of the robbers 
from Mexico. I have no doubt myself that it is the duty of this Gov
ernment and has been for years past to endeavor by some means to 
prevent the larcenies, the robberies, and the murders which have 
marked that frontier, not as a part of t-he quiet, peacefnl domain of 
the United States, but as a place for murder and rapine and inroad 
unchallenged and perhaps undiminished. 

I would agree with the committee in this joint resolution and with 
the remarks of the gentleman from Texas, that it is t.he duty of this 
Congress to make some provision by which the country along the Rio 
Grande may be protected, by which the people there may be protected 
in their property, in their rights, in their lives, in tho security of their 
habitatiops, in the enjoyment of aU their privileges. As to the first 
part of the joint resolution, proposing to send an armed force there, 
cavalry and infantry, more or less, I would give it my hearty assent. 
But I am very free to say that the second section of that bill which 
authorizes the troops of the United States to pass beyond our borders, 
to go into the territory of a friendly nation, to violate the neutral
ity existing between this people and Mexico, seems to me a danger
ous pcoposition and one to which I cannot give my assent, especially 
when I remember that the attention of the Mexican government has 
been called to this very subject; that that government has appointed 
a commission of its distinguished citizens to spend a number of months 
in taking testimony along the Rio Grande of witne,sses on the Mexi
can side and on the American side of the river, inquiring apparently 
as fully as it was pos~ible for them to inquire into the existence of 
the outrages charged and into the remedies which might be proposed. 

Sir, I have read with a great deal of interest and a great deal of 
care the pamphlet report of that committee-a book of three or four 
hundred pages, embodying the abstract at least of the testimony 
taken by the commission at many points along the river, from dis
tinguished Mexican citizens, and from many American citizens, in re
gard to these raids, in regard to who are the cattle stealers, the rob
bern, and the murderers. My friend from Texas has undoubte<lly read 
tllat report. I have nothing to say in regard to tho veracity of it. I 
will only rema.rk that the Mexican government has officially, and ap
parently with great care and trouble, made an examination of the 
charges that their citizen~:~ constitute the raiders who come from Mexico 
across the border intoTexas. Thereportof thatcommission has been 
rendered to the Mexican government long since; and upon the report 
that government has assumed that except the scattering thieves and 
robbers who fly first to one side of the river for safety and then to the 
other-mere outlaws, outlawed by Mexico and outlawed by the United 
States-except that class of people, there are. no raiders and maraud· 
ers who can be found in such force or in such locality as to bo reached 
by the authorities of Mexico. 

I say that whether the report of that commission be correuf. or not1 
and whether the conclusion of the Mexican government in this mat· 
ter be ~ correct conclusion or not, we are at least met with the prop· 
osition that the Mexican government ha~ taken the usual means to 
examine into the existence of these bands of marauders as char~e(l 
by the Texan people; and it denies their existence. It denies tn~t 
the Mexican government is responsible for the inroads of these indi
vidual men. More than that~ (and of the truth of this I have noth
ing to say,) it charges that the robbers and marauders are mostly 
American citizens, who commit depredations upon their fellow-citi
zens in the United States, and when pursued flee across to Mexico for 
safet.y from the pursnit of tbeir own Government. 

Mr. Chairman, as I remarked before, I have no knowledge other 
than what I derive from this committee and from the remarks of my 
friend from Texas, in regard to the truth of the charges on our side; 
.and I have no knowledge of the truth of the charges of the Mexican 
government that these robbers, these marauders, and these murderers 
are outlawed men-outlawed by !1>11 government, mere pirate,s infest
ing the face of the earth, and seeking a refuge now on this ~ide of 
the river and then on that, pursued alike by both governments for 
punishment and for justice. I allude to it merely as the foundation 
of a remark which I wish to make respecting the second section of 
this bill, by which the Congress of the United States, in the face of 
all international law, in the faco of all rules existing between two 
civilized governments, would incorporate into a !Jill passed by Con
gress the right at the will of the President to do such acts as are 
themselves declarations of war between civilized governments. The 
proposition is no less than that our Army shall cross the border; no 
less than that the military force of the United States to a greater or 
less extent shall pass over our border, invade Mexico, without any 
limitation as to the distance it may go into that republic in pursuit 
of marauders; the only limit, and not even that mentioned in the billr 
would be pursuing them far enough into Mexico to reach them. 

While I will join the gentleman from Texa,s in voting for any num. 
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ber of regiments of cavalry or of infantry that may be necessary to 
protect the American citizen on American soil in his rights, in his 
home, in his property of whatever kind, yet I should like to consider 
before voting upon the other proposition whether I would authorize 
the President of the United States to violate all the rules of interna
tional law, all the principles of neutrality, and pass over into the ter
ritory of a sister republic, pursuiug marauders, cattle-stealers, or mur
derers wherever our Army might desire to follow them and to any 
extent. 

Whatever may have been said by the officers of our Army, whose 
testimony has been read here, about that being the only remedy, I 
think they speak as men of war and not as statesmen. They may de
sire the commencement of a war in which they may lead their troops 
into the Territory of Mexico. I know not what may be the motive; 
but for any soldier, for any 8tatesman to advocate the right of one 
nation to send even its civil force into the territory of a neighboring 
country with whom we are at ·peace would seem to be very poor 
statesmanship. But to go beyond that and say our armies, commenc
ing with two or three regiments anrl to increase as occasion and cir
cumstances might require, should pass into the heart of a sister re
public, it seems to me this House, this Congress is not prepared to 
&ay. Sir, if such a proposition were made in regard to one of the 
stronJ~ powers of the earth it would not have a moment~s bearing in 
this House. Suppose, sir, that for some reason or other a bill was be
fore this Congress to authorize the President to send two regiments 
or ten regiments into Canada for any purpose whatever, who in this 
House would dare on such an issue and such a violation of the laws 
of neutrality to advocate it upon this floor with Great Britain look
ing on in the distance. Not one, sir; and shall we do it to any dis
tracted sister republic when we would not dare do it, when we would 
not dare pass such a bill, or make such an order in the face of the 
great nations of the earth! 

I have said all I desire in calling the attention of the gentleman 
from Texas and of the committee to the danger of inaugurating a 
civil war, which will lead to far greater loss of life, to far greater 
destruction of property, to far greater deprivation of the rights of 
our citizens whoever they may be than by this marauding, wlich 
must lead to measures the resnlt of which, if appreciated by Mexico, 
must result in war, must result in raising ]:uger armies, must result 
in loss of the lives of our citizens, and must result in immense ex
penditure from the Treasury. Now, sir, forseeing that would be the 
inevitable result of giving the authority provided for in the second 
section of this bill, I would desire this committee to reconsider this 
matter, and if two or t.bree regiments are not enough to protect our 
frontier on our own soil and within our own borders let them pro
pose to Congress ten regiments, or twenty regiments if need be, and 
in my judgment the American people would sanction the raising of a 
sufficient force to protect the remotest citizen of the United States in 
his property, in his home, in his life. 

Mr. SCHLEICHER. I now yield to the gentleman from illinois, 
[Mr. HURLBUT,] my colleague on the committee. 

Mr. HURLBUT. Mr. Chairman, as one of the committee which 
took the testimony and agreed to the report, I indorse full and abso
lutely all the resolutions which have been reported. I desire to say 
a few words for the consideration of the House. It is no slight ques
tion we are to pass upon in det.ermining the proper action of the 
American Con~ess upon this matter. In the first place, the Presi
dent of the Umted States, in the discharge of his official high duties, 
specially recommended this so bject to the attention of the House in 
his annual message. In the next place, the House appointed a Sllecial 
committee, not from the border immediately invaded, but a fair rep
resentation of the whole nation, disinterested men, men removed from 
any possibility of excitement u11on this matter, who gave a fair, full, 
diligent consi~eration to the question. • 

Now, sir, I start with this assumption, that a nation, like an indi
vidual, bas the right of self-defense, and that it must exercise it if 
it intends to live. The integrity of our territory and the safety of 
our people in every part of this Union, not merely in Texas but ev
erywhere else, are the chief purpose for which Government was estab
lished. The governmeut which does not do that is not worthy of the 
name of government. And if the United State.a should refuse to ex
ercise that high function of sovereignty or should declare itself una
able to do it, they will put themselves at once upon the same low 
grade that our sister-republic, Mexico, now occupies. 

The condition is this : On one side of that river is a nation which 
has power. On the other side is a ' loose confederation whose situa
tion is chronic insurrection, organized anarchy, incapable or unwill
ing central government, disorderly, rebellious, broken states, where 
anarchy is the rule. Now, when that is the casei when the obligations 
of law are not maintained in a country; when 1t has neither the will 
nor the force to keep its own citizens in order, then it ceases to fulfill 
the chief duty of ~overnment. But when it goes further than that, 
and either willfully organizes or permits to be organized upon its ter
ritory armed, marauding bands to invade another republic, the 
countenancin!_? or tolerating on the part of that government of such 
marauding is Ill itself cause of war to the nation invaded. 

I will answer the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CoNGER.] But 
for the very weakness of Mexico these incursions would have been 
punished long ago by war. Sir, if Canada, backed by the entire 
power of Great Britain, had endeavored to commit upon· the northern 

border one-hundredth part of what is proven here, the insnltell rna,.. 
jesty of the nation would have risen, and we would have punished it 
at any and all cost. 

Now, sir, it is not necessary for me at this time to follow o11t tho 
picture which has been presented by the ~entlema.n from Texas, [Mr. 
SCHLEICHER.] Here is a long frontier hne. On the right bank of 
the river, the Mexican side, is a poor and barren country, inca pablo of 
supporting the population which is now there, which i1:1 not a settled 
and orderly population at all, not a population which sub ist.s by 
the ordinary industries that men of peaceful habit.s carry on, but 
whic!l, according to the clear and undeniable proof presented before 
the committee, subsists in the main by spoliation upon our Terri
tories. It is a hot-bed of smugglers, marauders, robbers, and assas
sins. And this country has shown a tolera.t.ion to this weak neighbor 
unexampled in the history of all nations. On the other side, the left 
bank of the river, the American side, is a delta country not very 
thickly populated, admirably adapted for grazing, full of herds, with 
some sma.ll ranches scattered along the line and some small towns. 

The proof before us undeniably 1s that incursion after incursion of 
armed bands have crossed that river; that men known, named, de
scribed, individualized, have pushed their attacks far into the coun
try; that they have threatened towns of considerable size; that they 
have burned buildings; that they have murdered American citizens 
standing in defense of their property, upon their own soil and under 
their own flag. Are these things to go on, sir f Are they to be toler
ated by a country that in 1812 was ready to go to war with the strong: 
est power of the world for the individual liberty of its seamen f The 
history is all distinct a.nd clear. There is no evasion. There is no pos
sibility of mistake. It comes to us from citizens of known character 
and of established reputation. It comes to us from om military offi
cers upon that frontier. And that story accords all the way through. 

It is true, sir, that from the peculiarities of that country, from the 
chaparral which covers a great portion of it near the river, from the 
few roads that are out through that chaparral and the by-roads 
known to these marauders, pursuit along that long line of frontier is 
difficult. The river itself is fo.rdable two-thirds of the time-is it 
not f 

Mr. HANCOCK. It is. 
Mr. HURLBUT. There is a line of at. least four hundred miles of 

frontier, which is penetrable and penetrated at all homs of the <lay 
and night by these bands organized upon Mexican soil, organize<l 
under the eyes of Mexican state authorities, although I do not say 
indorsed by the central government. And the fruits of their rapino 
apd robberies are openly taken down to the city of Matamoras an(l 
shared with the high officials of that government. And the Mexican 
government tells us frankJy that they cannot stop it. 

Now, sir, if my friend from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] would brush 
up his acquaintance with those good books which tea<lh us what in
ternational law is, he would know that every writer upon international 
law recognized as authority anywhere declares the right of one coun
try, after having endured and represented its wrongs and obtained 
no relief, either from unwillingness or inability on the part of the 
government of the other to follow the robber, to follow the marau
der, to take him redhanded in the act, and by the stron~ hand re
cover back the tbin~s which have been stolen, and pumsh the of
fender, even on another soil. There is no difference in the author
ities upon that question. There cannot be, because it is simply an 
application of the grand right of self-defense; that is all. And 
you might just as well say that if I caught a man attempting to 
brea.k into my house and I chased him into another man~s Jot to catch 
him !was a trespasser on the lot of my neighbor iu that lawful un
dertaking. I regret that the Library is shut. I had sent for some 
books on that question. The law is clear upon t.hat point. Tho right 
of the United States to do this thing is undisputed. And it is not 
cause of war on the part of Mexico, because Mexico herself has given 
the occasion and forced the necessity upon this Government. And 
that is the reason of the law. 

These resolutions provide, the second resolution especially, that the 
President of the United States shall be authorized in his discretion 
to order pursuit by the military authorities. And I regret to bear 
the gentleman from Michigan talking about the Army of the United 
States in the way he did. The Army of the United States is the right 
baud of the Government for certain purposes. Amon~ those purposes 
is the defense of the integrity of our territory. Ana I regretted to 
bear the gentleman from .Michigan argue that they shall continue to 
stand there as some of these citizens have testified to us they have 
done-stand with their arms in their bands, arriving ten minut-es or 
half an hour too late, with these cattle-thieves across the river within 
decent gunshot, hurling back all sorts of insults that the Spanish 
language, which is fruitful in that kind of thing, affords, upon the 
unsuccessful pursuers-that they shall stand there with their arms 
folded, and not be authorized to follow the wrong-doer wherever be 
goes. 

Now, sir, these are the grounds upon which the committee, with 
absolute unanimity, presented these resolutions for the consideration 
of the House. Does the gentleman from Michigan think it is more 
dangerous to keep the peace between these two conterruinus coun
tries, to allow the organized troops of the United States, under re
sponsible officers, to cross, pursue, arrest, recover, or to take tho other 
altern:.ttive, which will come with any people that is as proud as onr 



1876. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 4315 
people are! Let the Government ne~lect them there much longer., and 
they will take the remedy into thetr own hands; and undisciplined 
bands of American men, tolerating this sort of thing no longer, led not 
by officers, who act under responsibilty to the Government, but by 
temporary commanders whom they may choose, with all their feel
ings sharpened up and set on edge by the memory of the wrongs that 
have been done them, will swarm across that frontier, and then the 
possibility of war with Mexico may come; and that is the only way 
in which it can come. 

This is no new thing. It is not now so many years ago since Colonel 
Mackenzie crossed that dividing line between the United States and 
Mexico in pursuit of marauders-to be sure they were Indians in that 
case, but that makes very little difference-followed them to their 
haunts and punished them there. Ancl the Mexican government has 
never considered that as any cause of war. 

It may be that we should be able by th~ mere adoption of these 
resolutions to stimulate the Mexican government into such prompt 
action there as will keep that border quiet. If after having bad 
notice by the passage of these resolutions through Congress (and they 
have had notice enough already) they should decline to do their known 
duty, the duty which belonss to a government, the duty for which 
governments are constitutea, the duty of keeping their own people 
within bounds and preventing outbreaks of the nature which have 
been proven before this committee, if they then fail to do that, they 
will have no right, in the eye of the law of civilization or of high 
morals, to question the action of the United States if it should be 
followed by a solid, substantial, sharp, and decisive punishment of 
these men upon their own soil. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Co~GER] has referred to the 
report of a certain commission. Well, sir, a part of these questions 
have been the subjeci.·s of commission from this side and from the 
other. The gentleman, I think, has confounded the mixed commis
sion which has been sitting for other purposes, and which has con
cluded its labors, with the subject-matter of this investigation. Up 
to this time no satisfactory attempt has ever been made by the au-
thorities in Mexico to stop these wrongs. . 

Now, viewing the case as I do, I think I am absolutely dispassion
ate about it. I do not live on any frontier that is liable to be invaded, 
either the Texa.a frontier to be invaded from Mexico or the Michigan 
frontier to be invaded from Canada. I suppose the principal difficulty 
with my friend is that he lives upon the Michigan frontier and may 
be invaded some day from Canada. In the safe security of my own 
inland home I consider this subject as fairly and dispassionately as it 
is possible for any man to do. I simply look upon it in this light : I 
have before me overwhelming proof that, in violation of treaty stip
ulations, in violation of that comity which should exist between na
tions, in violation of the sanctity of our territory, in violation of the 
sovereignty of our flag, America citizens for the last ten years at least, 
I cannot say how much longer, have been hounded and persecuted, 
attacked and harassed; their industries have been broken up, they 
have been compelled to abandon their homes; their ranches which 
once held families are abandoned and those families have been taken 
into the interior towns. 

Now, I say with all deliberation that it is a disgrace and a shame 
to the American nation and name that such things have been suffered 
so long. If it should so happen that the Mexican government shall 
assume t.hat such action on the part of these United States a.a is in
dicated by these resolutions is cause of war, then in that case the 
:Mexican government w.ill be, as she has been in other cases, altogether 
in the wrong. And if war must come it could not come in a better 
cause then that of maintaining the inviolability of our territory and 
the safety and security of our citizens anu their propert.y. 

obligat.ions are reciprocal. If the citizen fail in the performance of 
his part of the contract there is an adequate remedy in favor of the 
Government. If he violates law there is Pllilisbment provided; if be 
contributes not according to his means to the support of tho Govern
ment, there is always and usually an e11sy and efficient way to reach 
him. On the other band, if the Government fails or neglects to se
cure its citizens in the enjoyment of rights guaranteed there should 
be an ample remedy in his favor. These principles, I apprehend, are 
peculiarly and forcibly applicable to the claim to which I am direct
ing consideration and all others of similar character. I am con
strained to admit that I cannot precisely define, nor do I indeed e:x:
acf.ly comprehend, the relationship of Indians, w bo preserve a tribal 
character, to the Unitecl States. While we treat with them, or for
merly have, the Indian tribes throughout the United States are not 
foreign nations, their relations to the General Government being those 
of a ward to his guardian. 

It must be borne in mind that the Government assumes and exer
cises exclusive jurisdiction. A State Legislature has no jurisdiction 
over the Indian Territory contained within the limits of such State. 

Nor can a State during the e:rl.stence of tribal character withdraw the Indians 
within its limits from ilie operation of the laws of Congre88 by conferring on them 
the rights of citizenship. (3 Wallace, page 407.) 

I also nntlerstand that it is insisted, if not established beyond ques
tion, that if the tribal organization of Indian bands be reco~nized as 
existing by the National Governme:pt the government of tne State 
within whose boundaries they are located has no right to treat them 
as subjects. (5 Wallace, page 737.) 

I profom;tdly regret that, mainly by reason of the foregoing princi
ple and the action of the General Government in the enforcement 
thereof, the murderers of my fellow-citizens on Lost River, in Oregon, 
were shielded from trial in the civil courts and protected from pU:n
ishment by the civil authority of that State. Not only so, sir, but it 
pains me to remember that certain of those black-hearted, blood
thirsty murderers were para-ded throughout the United States and 
publicly exhibited to a gazing, gaping, wondering populace, while 
their hands were yet reeking with the life-blood of some of the very 
best people of my State. I am informed, though surely it possesses 
no special significance, they even enjoyed the distinguished privileae 
of a reception by the Chief Magistrate of this grand Republic. Wid
ows and orphans, homeless and bonseless, so rendered by the sav
agery of the" pet wards" of the Government, so rendered by those
who enjoy special favor and immunity at our hands, appeal to us for 
aid. Shall it be in vain t Is there then no remedy ¥ If not, should 
none be provided t The General Government seems reluctant to 
allow the punishment of an Indian by the State for the violation of 
a law thereof, nor does it seem disposed to secure to a citizen injured 
the right of an action for damages, however inefficient it might prove. 
The General Government by its neglect has suffered the Indians to 
trespass upon the rights of the whites, to commit depredations, and 
thereupon protects them from arrest and punishment by the local 
courts. Then it is urged, and I am quite astonished at it, that the 
Government, albeit it surrounds the Indians with the strong arm of 
protection, is under no obligation to make indemnification for prop
erty destroyed by them. A proposition more_ contradictory in itself 
I cannot conceive, nor yet one D;l.Ore unworthy a respectable Govern
ment. By such reasoning it woulcl appear that it is the policy of the. 
Government to foster and cherish within our midst an element to 
distress aml annoy the law-abiding citizens of the country. 

It seems to me that the exact terms of existin(J' Jaw fully sustain 
the view I endeavor to urge. The common law is clear. Our statutes 
are equally so. The fourteenth section of an act to regulate trade 
and intercourse with the Indians and t9 preserve peace on the front-

L'IDEMNITY FOR L~IAN DEPREDA.TIO~S. iers, approved March 20, 1802, is as follows: 
Mr. LANE. Mr. Chairman, the bill for tho relief of John Jackson, That if any Indian or Indians belonging to any tribe in amity with t.he United 

now on the Private Calendar, is a measure of no little importance. States shall come over or cross tho saiu boundary line into any State or Territory 
A majority of the Committee on Indian Affairs have presented are- inhabited by citizens of the United States, and there take, stt'al, or destroy any 

t d t b .l · 't f ·1 'tt f b I horse,horses,orotherpropertybelonf?ngtoanycitizcnorinhabitantoftheUnited 
por a verse o, w 1 e a mmon Y o sale commi ee, o w om am States, or of either of the tenitorial districts of the United States, or shall commit 
one, have submitted their views to the consitleration of this House in any murder, violence, or outr-age upon any such citizen or inhabitant, it shall be the 
support of this claim. The amolint in question is inconsiderable in duty of such citizen or inhabitant, hls representive, attorney, or agent, to make a.p
itself, but the principle involved is one of the highest importance to plication to the snperinrendent, or soch other person as the President of the United 
a class of people in whom I feel the very liveliest interest,· they be- States shall authorize for that pnrpose; who, upon being furnished with the neoes· sary docnments and proofs, shall, under the direction or instruction of the Pres. 
long to the frontier, mlLpy of whom I represent, all of wboru I love. ident of the United States, make application to the nation or tribe to which such 
Besides, sir, it will serve to illustrate a primary principle which I Indian or Indians shall belong for satisfaction; and if such nation or tribe ahall 
insist a good government cannot well disregard. After careful exaru- neglect or refuse to make satisfaction in a. reasonable time, not exceeding twelve 
ination, I do not hesitate to say that in my J'udgment the General months, then it shall be the duty of such superintendent, or other person author-

ized as aforesaid, to make retnrn of his doings to the President of the United 
Government is both morally and legally bound to indemnify ita citi- States, and forward to him all the documents and proofs in the case, that such 
zens for los es sustained by Indian depredations. further steps may be taken as shall be proper to obtain satisfaction for the injury; 
_ It is an elementary proposition that man in his relation to society and in the mean time, in respect to the property so taken, stolen, or destroyed, the 

· · 11 d United States guarantee to the party injured an eventual indemnification: Pro· 
ongma Y snrren ered certain of his natural rights that he might vided always, That if such injured party, hi>J representative, attorney, or agent, 
have secure protection in the exercise of the rights reserved. It has shall, in any way, violate any of the pro"isions of this act, by Reeking or attempt
been suggested by a distinguished law writer "that the principal ing to obtam private satisfaction or revenge, by crossing over the line, on any of 
aim of society is to protect individuals in the enjoyment of those theindianlands,heshallforfeitallclaimupontheUnitedSta.teAforsuchindemnifi-
b 1 t · ht h · h d · h b b · bl l f cation: And provided also, That nothjng herein contained shall prevent the legal 

a so n eng s w lC were veste m t em Y t e 1mmuta e aws o apprehension or arresting, within the limits of any State or district, of any Indian 
nature, unt which could not be preserved in peace without that mu- havingsooffended: .Andprovidedfurther, That it shall be lawfulforthePresident 
tual assistance and intercourse which is gained by the institution of of the United States to deduct such sum or snms as shall be paid for the property 
f · dl d · · 1 't' " It · t · 1 th d ty f th 't taken, stolen, or destroyed, by any such Indian. out of the annual stipend which . nen Y ~·ll SOCia. commum les. IS ?er amY e u 0 . e CI- the United Statesare bound to payto thetribetowhichsuchlndian shall belong.-
Izen to y1eld obedience to the laws of h1s country and contnbnte to (Statutes at Larue volume!! pa«e 143 section 14.) 
its maintenance, in return for which be is entitled to protection in I "' ' ' "' ' 
the enjoyment of life and property. The compact is mutual, the Section 17 of au act amendatory of the foreg'?ing act, approved 
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June 30, 1834, renews the guarantee of the QQvernment ancl reiter
ates the obligation resting upon us. It is as follows: 
That~ a~y Indian o~ Indians belonging to any tribe in amity with the United States 

shall, W1thm the Indian country, take or destroy the property of any person law. 
fully within such country, or shall pass from the Indian country into any State or 
Territory inhabited by citizens of the United States, and there take, stkal, or de· 
strov any horse, horses, or other property belonging to :my citizen or inhabitant of 
the United States, snob citizen or inhabitant, his repre. entati'"e, attorney, or agent 
may make application to the proper su perinton dent, agent, or subagent., who, upon 
being furnished with tho necessary dooumenls and proofs, shall under the direc· 
tion of the President, make application to the nation or tribe to wbich such Indian 
or Indians shall bolon~ for satisfaction; anrl if such nation or tribe shall neglect 
or refnse to make satisfaction in a reasonable timfl, not exceeding twelve months, 
it sball be the duty of such superintendent, agent, or subagent to make return of 
his doings to the dommis ioner of Inrlian .A.ffan"R, that such further steps may be 
taken as shall be proper in the opinion of the President, to obtain satisfaction for 
the injury; and in the mean timt', in respect t<l the pl'Operty so taken, stolen, or de. 
sf.royed, the United States gnarnnteo to the pnrty so injured an eventual indemnifi· 
cation: Provided, That if such injured party, hi11ropresentntivo, attorney, or agent, 
shall in any way vioJate any of the provisions of this act by seeking or attcmptin~.t 
to obtain private satisfaction or re'"engo, ho shall forfeit. all claim upou the United 
States for such indemnifir..a1ion: Ana pravided als9, That unless such claim shall 
be presented within three years after the .commission of the injury tbe same shall 
be barred. And if the nation or tribe to which Ruoh Indian may belong receive an 
annuity from the United States, such claim shall at the nextfaymont of theannn· 
ity be deducted therefrom and paid to the party injured; an1 if no annuity is pay
able to such nation or tribe, then tbe amount of the claim shall be paid from the 
Treasnry of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall pre. 
vent the le:ral apprehension and punishment of any Indians having 80 offended. 
(Statutes at Large, volume 4, page 731, section 17.) 

By these laws the liability of the Government was moat clearly fixed 
and ultimate indemnity was absolutely assured. True, these laws 
were subsequently modified. The reasons for this modification pass 
my understanding. Up to that time-1859-as appears, the law was 
most explicit. It very wisely deprived the injured party of his right 
to indemnification if he sought to obtain private satisfaction or re
venge. In my judgment that policy was in the interest of justice, 
humanity, and economy, and it never should have been modified. 
Assurinl> ultimate indemnification restrained the spirit of retaliation, 
removed the dis-position to seek redress by reprisals, prevented mur
der, pillage, and arson. A great incentive to violence was thereby 
withdrawn. War, its consequent expense, as also the sacrmce of pre
cious lives, were thereby preventefl. It wus a direct and efficient 
method of preserving peace between the settlers upon the frontier and 
the Indian tribes. One Indian wur prevented by such a policy saved 
a greater loss, a greater expense to t.he Government than the amounts 
required to indemnify the people for their losses. Indeed, I do not 
believo that it ever was the uesign of Congress to abandon tllis policy. 
That it was expedient t.o deny our responsibility because of largely
accruing claims is an argument which possesses no moral force and is 
not true in fact. That we should maintain this rule to its fullest and 
furthest extent while the Indiana were numerous and their depreda
tions consequently great and aba.ndon it now, when the reverse is the 
ca~e, is beyond my comprehension. Claims honest and well founded 
cannot, in fact, be greater now than heretofore. The worcl "expe
dient," however attractive and potential it may be to othe1'8, I am 
free to say I do not admiro. We disregard a fundamental obligation, 
we withhold promised protection, and women weep and child ern starve 
because, alasl it is" expeuient." Such a word might characterize the 
cold, the cruel, and the selfish. Can it, however, illustrate the char
acter of a great and generous people t 

The amendment of 1859, to which I have referred, is as follows : 
That 80 much of the act entit.led "An act to regulate trade and int-ercourse with 

tho Indian tribes and to presorve peace on the frontier, approved June 30, 18'J4," as 
provides that the United States shall make indemnification out of the Trcasnr.v 
for property taken or destroyed in oert:tin ca.ses by Indians trespassing on whi~e 
men, as de~cribed in the said act~ be

1 
and the same is hereby, repealed: Pro7Jided, 

however, That nothing herein oontamed shall be so construed as to impair or de. 
st.roy the obligation of the Indians to make indomnific:;.tion out of t.he annuities, as 
prescribed in said act. (2 Statutes at Large, volume 2, page 401, section 8.) 

However uncertain, though I do not deem it so, may be the precise 
legal obligation resting upon us, the moral obligation remains unim
paired. We should not if we could avoid it. Thou~h not wholly 
analogous, the principle is still applicable. If any citizen is injured 
by the action or non-action of a foreign government, be has a well
founded claim against such government which we are bom~d to pro
tect and enforce. In the case of t.he Indians whose conduct the Gov
ernment measurably guarantees, the obligation is surely stronger. 
The fact that in many instances the Indians are pecuniarily unable 
to make reparation should not be permitted to remove or diminish 
our liability. Such a policy would seem to give license to marimd
ing bands of Indiana with whom our Government will not so favor
ably treat and who are wholly irresponsible. 

Besides, sir, it must be remembered that the law provicling for in
demnification for depredation from annuities due to Indian tribes no 
longer exists. Section 2093 of the Revised Statutes expressly pro-
vides that- · 

No part of the moneys which may be appropriated in an:v general act or deficiency 
bill making appropriations for the current and contin~en't expenses incurred in In· 
dian affairs, to 11ay annuities due to, or to be used and expended for the care and 
benefit of, any tribe or tribes of Indians, shall be applied t<l the payment of any 
claim for depredations that may have been or may be committed by such tribe or 
tdues, or ao_y me-mber vr members thereof. No claims for Indian depredations 
shall be paiU until Con.P'ess shall make speoial appropriation therefor. (Section 
2098 Revised Statutes united States.) 

Is it not clearly the contemplation of this section that Congress 
shall make appropriat-ion for the payment of claims for depredations 

committed by Indianst I think so. This law does not restrict the 
obligation. It merely defines the manner by which such claims 
shall be satisfied by the Cong:ress of the United States and out of the 
Treasury thereof. If there be any doubt whatever, it is wholly re
moved by subsequent legislation. By the seventh section of the act 
of Congress making appropriations for the Indian Department, ap
proved .May~' 1872, it is enacted-

That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior .t<l prepare ancl cause to 
be P.ublished such rules and regulations as he may deem necessary or proper, pre. 
scnbing the maunerof presenting olaim11 arising under existing Jaws or treaty stip· 
ulations, for compensation for depredations committed by the Indians, and tbe 
degree and character of the evidence necessary to support such claims; he shall 
carefully in>estigate all such claims as may be -presented, subject to the rules and 
regulations prepared by him, and report to Congress at each session thereof the 
nature, ohar:wter, and amount of such claims, whether allowod by him or not~ and 
the evidence upon which his action was based: Provided, Tbat no payment on ao
connt of said claim shall be made without a specific appropriation by Congress. 

·what, in all earnestness, I appeal to know, is meant, if remedy at 
the hands of Congress is not intended T Is it an idle mockery, a pain
ful snare, a melancholy delusion t Why this illusive phantom of 
hope, why this sad and gloomy disap~ointment ¥ Why is th8 un
lucky victim directed how to present his claim Y Why are rules and 
regulations issued as to t.he manner of producing and t.he character 
of proof t Why is the claimant required or invited to incur the ex
pense necessary to sustain his claim, if there are to be no benefits 
arising therefrom f Why is the Secretary of tho Interior required to 
examine and report to Congress upon this character of claims the 
amount allowed by him and the evidence upon which his action is 
based T Is this law a dead-letter or is the whole thing a grim and 
ghastly joke T To my mind it would be a deplorable circumstance, 
indeed, if the reckless and lawle88 wards of the Government should 
be surrounded by the strong arms of governmental protection, while 
States and suffering citizens are helpless to redress their grievances. 
Tho Indian is protected in his rights and unhappily shielded in his 
wrongs. For the poor settler, whose premises are invaded, who e 
property is destroyed by them, thero is no adeq nate civil remedy The 
law questions the authority of our State courts, a.nd I regret to ob
serve that there is a disposition upon the part of many to refuse any, 
all, and every relief at the hands of the Government. It is unnocc -
sary for me to repeat that reservations are not within the jurisdiction 
of the State. Is it, then, or not, the duty of tho Government to keep 
the Indians within those limits T In my opinion it is manife tly tho 
duty of the QQvernment so to restrain them. Now, then, if we fail to 
confine them within the proper limits, if by our negligence we per
mit the Indians to go beyond the same and destroy the property o{ 
our follow-citizens-! insist, yea, I earnestly protest-that indemnifi
cation should be made to the fullest and amplest extent out of the 
Treasury of the United States. I am confirmed in my judgment. So 
long as I am a member of this body my voice shall be heard, my vote 
cast, and my influence exercised in favor of honoring this class of 
cbims, sustaining a moral ann maintaining a legal obligation. 

PROTECTION OF Al\!ERICA..~ L'IIIDUSTRY. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, the question of protection to American 
industries has been so often, so elaborately, aml so ably discus ed that 
I would remain silent, except to record my vote against the pending 
bill, bnt for the fact that I rE\present a district deeply, vitally inter
ested iu the subject. I do not propose to weary the House or fill 
up the RECORD with a profound and philosophical essay upon abstract 
theories illustrated with numerous tables of .ponderous figures; but 
I wish briefly, yet earnestly, to protest against a change of policy look
ing toward freo traue. In view of the magnitude of our national uobt, 
absolute free trade cannot become a possibility within the allotted 
period of our lives, unless indeed direct taxation be substituteu for 
customs duties and a swarm of ta::'f-gatherers, not as numerous but 
quite as odious as the plagues sent upon ancirnt E~ypt, shoulu be scat
tereu through the land to harrass ancl despoil. ASide from t.he ques
tion of protection, it seems impossible to doubt which process of col
lentiug revenue would be most equitable and acceptable to the people. 
A certain sum must be raised annually to defraythocurrente:x:penaes of 
the Government and to preserve the faith which the nation has pledged 
to the holders of its obligations. Each citizen should bear his portion of 
the common burden, should pay his portion of the common clebt. The 
duties levied upon imports accomplish this result because imported ar
ticles are used and consumed by the general public. In this way each 
man makes his contribution to the Federal Treasury wit.houtthe offen
sive personal demand of the gatherer of direct taxes. I need notre
mind this House of the discontent and outspoken indignation every
where seen and heard at the enforced collection of the income tax. 
The feeling was souniversaland intensethatthosela.ws were repealed. 
But the customs dues are collected by a process so simple and fair and 
so far removed from the masses of the people that they scarcely real
ize the fact or feel t be effect. So that, as a mere matter of convenience, 
economy, and consideration for public feeling the necessary revenues 
should as far as possible be collected in the shape of duties on imports. 

But it is strangely argued that lower duties will yielU greater reve
nue. This belief being based on the assnmption that there will be 
much greater importations under a low tarifi', it follows neces arily 
that the home products will be diminiaheu to the extent of the in
creased imports, and to that extent those engage(l in manufacturing 
mnst seek other employment or starve, anc.l those who coutinue at such 
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labor must do so at e,~Teatly reduced wages r and the capital thus in
vested cannot be transferred, but crumbles into ruin and carries its 
owner into bankruptcy. 

In addition to this, Mr. Speaker, a tariff properly adjusted fosters 
home industries, develops the great 1·esources of our country, in
vites immigration, gives employment and fairwages to multitudeiof 
om people. It is no reproach to the skill and enterprise of American 
workmen that they are unable without Government protection to 
compete with the labor of other countries. Let it rather be the boast 
of our manufacturers and of all our citizens that there is no desire to 
rival any nation which finds a profit in the oppressive and half-paid 
industry of its toiling people. Admit, for the moment, that a pro
tective tariffincreases the price of the manufactured article and is to 
that extent a tax upon the consumer, who is there would be relieved 
from that tax at the expense of the comfort, the health, the happi
ness of the beneficiaries f Who would want to see American work
men degraded and debased to the level of pauper labor 1 Who would 
like to read of American women that "they work day and night, toil 
and slave, so long as they can get something to satisfy their half
starving families f" Who would want to buy, even at a lower price, 
nails and spikes and chains made by a nursing mother laboring ten 
hours a day and receiving $2 per week f Yet this is the lamentable 
account of the miserable condition of affairs in Lancashire. Civiliza.
tion, humanity, decency, blush at the recital! We want no such ex
perience in this country. 

There is a standing denunciation of him who oppresseth the poor, 
)eft on record for all nations. Unjust and cruel as such a policy is 
everywhere, it is especially unwise in this country, where all citizens 
are equal before the law, where each has an equal share with all the 
others in making the laws and molding the Government. In view of 
this fact, there are manifest reasons why all classes should l)e edu
cated and elevated and made to feel the strong arm of the Govern
ment around them, not only for defense, but to sustain and uphold. 
The glory and power of the nation consists in the prosperity and hap
piness of its citizens; and he is no true patriot who advocates a; pol
icy tending to prevent or impede or impair the comfort, the independ
ence, the elevation of the laboring-men of the land. In countries 
where there is no suffrage, or a limited suffrage, humanity alone sug
gests the improved condition of the poor. But here it becomes not 
only a Christian but a patriotic duty to provide every facility for 
improvement and advancement. 

I have argued upon the assumption that a protective tariff in
creases to the consumer the price of mannfadured articles. But this 
is not necessarily so. \Vithout a tariff the products of cheap labor 
would be put upon our market, and, unrestrained by competition 
here, would exact the highest price the purchaser could pay. For
eigners would be masters of the market and all classes of our people 
would be the suilerers. Of many illustrations of this statement I 
refer only to the article of Bessemer steel. But little more than ten 
years ago steel rails of English manfacture were sold in ~ew York at 
$185 per ton. Under the encouraging influence of a protective tariff 
American capitalists built and experimented, and as each new mill 
went into successful operation the price was reduced, until now the 
Edgar Thomson Steel Works, in my own district, one of the largest 
and most complete establishments in the worlu, is turning out steel 
mils equal to the best that ever were imported and at less than one
third the price charged before we had any home manufactories. The 
same result has followed with axes~ edge-tools, general hardware, 
cotton goods, and many other articles, and it is fair to infer that this 
experience will be continued and enlarged. Hence it appears that 
the encouragement given to American manufactures reduces instead 
of increases the cost thereof to the purchaser. 

In order to secure this result and at the same time to maintain the 
true worth and dignity of labor, the Government must protect home 
capital against an unfair and unequal contest with foreign capital, 
strengthened and supported by stinted and oppressed labor. .Men 
of large means and liberal minds, with energy and public spirit 
ready to employ their wealth and to give employment to their fellow
men, will not build furnaces and rolling-mills, gla-ss-houses, cotton
factories and woolen-mills, founderies and machine-shops, and other 
useful industries with the alternative of being driven from the market 
by the competition of unpaid labor, or of being compelled to force· 
their employes down to the abject and pitiable condition of those 
whose products would force this issue. But encouraged to give a 
generous remuneration to honest toil, and to receive a fair return for 
their investments, capitalists with the co-operation of cheerful labor 
will drag from the earth its crude and hidden treasures, and mold 
them into a multitude of products of universal use and of untold 
value. And thus the wonderful resources of this country are devel
oped, and the. true wealth of the nation is increased. Capital and 
labor, appreciating their mutual dependence upon each other, work in 
harmony, and the beneficent results are seen upon every hand. 

Looking at the present depressed condition of om manufacturing 
interests, the thoughtless have said that "protection does not protect." 
But it must be remembered that there is quite as much gloom and 
distress and bankruptcy among the manufacturers of England. 
And hence the argument would apply with equal force against free 
trade. But it is as unfair to take an exceptional period of general 
disaster to illustrate the- history of trade as it would be to judge the 
usual course of nature by an occasional earthquake or tempest. 

The same men who claim that ''protection does not protect" at 

other times speak of the present as a prohibitory tariff. The argu
ment might well be turned upon them by showing that prohibition 
does not prohibit. During the past few years the importation of 
dutiable articles has averaged about $400,000,000 per year; surely 
enough to satisfy the most eager longing for foreign commodities; 
and enough to show that the existing tariff, in the aggregate, is none 
too high. 

The first tariff act. of the American Congress was passed on July 4, 
1789, and its preamble stands as true to-day as when first written. It 
is in these words : 

Wbereas it IS necessary for the support of the Government, for the dischar"'e of 
the debts of the United States, and theenconragement and protection ofmamrlact 
ures that d"?-ties be laid, &c. · 

The second centnry of this nation's history op~ns with the same 
state of fa<~t·S which marked tha early years of the first and we are 
called upon as imperatively as our predecessors of the last century 
were to maintain a tariff high enough to accomnlhh the objects to be 
attained. -

We have to-day every rea-son which impelled Thomas Jefferson in 
1816 to say : 

The grand inquiry now is, shall we make our own cOmforts, or go without them 
at the will of a foreign nation~ He, therefore, who is now a~:Unst domestic manu
factures must be for reducing us to a dependence on that nation, or be clothed in 
skins and live like wild beasts. I am prond to say I am not one of these. 

Experience has taught roe that manufactures are now as necessary to our inde
pendence as to our comfort. 

With this authority to sustain the protection policy, I seek no ot.her. 
Practical results are bett.er argument.s than the most attractive 

theories. I have already referred to the reduction of the ptice of man
ufactured articles, which has been secured by building up home in
dustri~s to check the otherwise arbitrary demands of foreign monop
olists. But more than that, protection baa added to the wealthy 
population, prosperity, and power of this country far beyond the 
power of figures to express. The greater portion of my life bas been 
spent in the midst of a manufacturing community, where I have seen 
the ebb and flow of prosperity, and have market! the struggles and the 
triumphs of honest industry fostered by governmental care. Despite 
the unparalleled advantages with which a bountiful Providence en
dowed her, Pittsburgh would have been but a respectable village, or 
at best a puny city, without the introduction of manufactories and the 
encouragement to contest the market with old and able rivals. 

Pittsburgh now has a population, including the adjacent city of 
Allegheny, identical in interests, of 220,000. "The area occupied by 
the two cities is equal to thirty-four square miles, or 22,000 acres, ex
tending up the Allegheny River five miles and up the Monongahela 
about eight miles and down the Ohio River about three miles. It has 
four hundred miles of streets, and the two rivers are spannf>d by 
eleven bridges, whose aggregate length is about three and a half 
miles. 

" Throughout all these miles of streets are scattered the factorie , 
the furnaces, the mills, and workshops which have originated for 
Pittsburgh the sobriquet of. the Birmingham of America. What 
those establishments aggregate in bulk is best shown by stating that 
if they were placed in a. compact form they would form a body or 
would occupy a space of eighteen hundred and sixty-seven acres, or 
extend seventy-seven miles, giving each an average space of two 
hundred by two hundred feet. 

''The packages in which the glass produced in her factories is packed, 
if placed in compact shape in a. row six feet high by three broarl, 
would extend over ninety miles each year, and the straw used to pack 
it would need two thousand acres of ground to grow it annually. 

"The barges and tow-boats used to transport her yearly product of 
coal taken out of the Monongahela River alone would, if placed in a 
continuous line, form a walk of fifty miles, -while to transport the 
whole product of her mines by rail would require over three thoqsand 
miles of cars~ each holding ten tons. The lumber used in her \m.sh, 
door, and box factories and planing-mills w~uld build a board walk 
each year ten feet broad and one thousand miles long. 

"The wages annually paid in the factories and collieries would re
quire one man forty-one hund1·ed and thirty-three hours, or one hun
dred and seventy-two days, to count it in single dollars, at the rate of 
one hundred and twenty a minute, and would pave with silver half 
dollars a street forty feet wide and one mile long. These figures pre
sent, in perhaps a somewhat fanciful shape, some of the indications 
that determine the magnitude of the city, and convey, in connection 

, with the statement made of the area of the city, what Pittsburgh is 
in bulk. The entire wages paid in the manufactories of Pittsburgh 
are over $30,000,000 annually, and the capital in the buildings and 
machinery of her factories alone and the ground they occupy is as 
nearly as could be arrived at $43,21G,955." 

These thousands and tens of thousands of artisans actively em
ployed in producing articles of necessary use in the various trades 
and in agricultural pursuits are in their turn the consumers of prod
uce far beyond the supply of that vicinity. Thus each class of cit
izens helps and is helped by the others. Herein consists the strongest 
bond of unity and peace. Let all localities and all pursuits realize their 
mutual dependence and manifest a mutual sympathy, and no tongue 
can describe or imagination conceive the fullness of the prosperity 
and glory which the opening century will bring to bless this nation. 

. Let tne policy of protection assure to ~he capitalist safety and a. fair 
return for his investment, liberal remuneration to those whose brawny-
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arms are the country's best defense in war and whose intelligentjtJ.dg
ment is the country's surest hope in peace, and the Republic will 
march on through its second century panoplied in power and exult
ing in the affectionate fidelity and earnest patriotism of her happy 
~nd hopeful sons. 

TEXAS BORDER TROUBLES. 
1\ir. TOWNSEND, of New York. I desire to discuss this subject of 

:be Texas border troubles, but the hour is now quite late. With the 
t,asurance of the gentleman who has this joint resolution in charge 
~ Mr. SCHLEICHER] that I will have an opportunity to speak upon 
this suhject on a future occasion, I will, if it is desired, give way to 
a. motion that the committee now rise; otherwise I shall feel bound, 
with my notions of duty, to proceed with the discussion to-night. 

.Mr. SCHLEICHER. The gentleman will have an opportunity 
on another occasion to address the House on this subject. I move 
that the committee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speakerl'rotempore having 

resumed the chair, Mr. SPRINGER reported that, pursuant-to the order 
of the House, the Committ.ee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
bad had under consideration the joint resolution (H. R. No. 96) to pro
vide for the protection of the Texas frontier on the Lower Rio Grande, 
and had come to uo resolution thereon. 

DANIEL CLARY. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent of the House to dis

charge the Commi ttM of the Whole from the further consideration 
of House bill No. 3147, granting a pension to Daniel Clary, a soldier 
of the Mexican war. 'l'bis bill was unanimously recommended by the 
Committ.ee on Invalid Pensions, and would have been disposed of this 
afternoon in a few minutes had the Calendar been longer considered. 
This soldier contracted a disease from which total blindness has re
sulted, and from no fault of his own has been kept out of his pension 
for some years. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Without raising any question in regard to the pro
priety of bringing the bill before the House at this time, and reserv
mg any point of order which may be raised upon it, I desire to sub
mit a motion that the House now adjourn so that this matter may come 
up to-morrow as unfinished business. 

M1·. SPRINGER. It will not come up to morrow as unfinished busi
ness unless it is taken out of the Committee of the Whole, as this is 
private bill day. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The attendance of members now is very small, and 
I do not think any legislation should be had in so thin a House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will move that the Committee of the Whole be 
discharged· from the further consideration of the bill, and that it be 
now brought before the House. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
on the pension-roll, subject t.o the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws, the name of Daniel Clary, a private in Company F, Fourth 
Illinois Volunteers in the Mexican war, and to pay him a pension to 
take effect from and after the 1st day of January, 1873, 

There being no objection, the Committee of the Whole was dis-
charged from the further consideration of the bill. . 

The question was upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This bill does not indicate the grade in the Army 
which this soldier held. 

:Mr. RUSK. And the bill is retroactive, granting a pension back 
to 1873, contrary to the rule which has been adopted by our com
mittee. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is the time at which he should have received 
his pension if he bad made application in time. 

Mr. RUSK. Equitably it may be held they should all receive pen
sions from the date of their discharge ; but it is the rule of the com
mittee not to grant any back pensions. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman will not object to this bill when 
he hears the report. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the House adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at ten o'c~ock and 

thirty-five minut.es p.m.) the House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were presented 

at the Clerk's desk under the rule, and referred a-s stated: 
By Mr. ELLIS : Memorial of the officers of the Citizens' Bank of 

New Orleans, Louisiana, for the repeal of the law which imposes a tax 
of 10 per cent. on circulating notes issued by banks established nuder 
State charters. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Singeltary, of Louisiana, for a re
hearing of his claim disallowed by the southern claims commission, 
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GlBSON: MemorinJ. of E. G. W. Butler, for compensation 
for supplies taken by the United States Army during the late war, 
to the saine committee. . 

By Mr. SAYLER: The petition of the leading business firms of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, against abuses of the Union and Central Pacific 
Railroad Company in rates imposed for the carriage of freights, and 
praying for relief, to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, July 1, 1876, 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
'fhe bill (H. R. No. 2626) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 

to pay to the officers and soldiers engaged in the war with Mexico the 
three months' extra pay provided for by the act of July 19, 184 , was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Af
fairs. 

The bill (H. R. No. 3209) to authorize the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs to receive lands in payment of judgments to eastern band of 
Cherokee Indians was read twice by its title, and referred to tho Com
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

PUBLICATION OF DISTRICT TAX LIST. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 

communication; which was read, ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed: 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA., 
Washington, June 29, 1876. 

Sm: The commissioners of the District of Columbia, in obedience to the resolu
tion of the Senate of the United StateR requiring them to inform the Senate whether 
any costs or charges have beenfaiil by property-owners within the DLStrict for or 
on account of the publication o the list of delinquent tax-payers piiot· to the pub
lication of such list., and, if any, what amount of costs and charges have been so 
paid. together with the names of the persons so paying the same, and that they 
furnish the Senate a copv of the contract for printing such list and tho amount 
paid under such contract, have now the honor to forward to you tho accompanyin~>' 
exhibit made by the collector of the District, together with his letter in oxl?lanatiOJf. 

It will be seen that the entire amount of costs and charges colloot.od of tax:-pay. 
ers between the day on which the delinquent tax li.'!t was placed in the bands of 
the printer for publication and the actual appearance of the advertised list was 
fl35.75. 
It was part of tile agreement made with the contl'actor at the time of signing the 

contract that, on account of the short time given him to prepare such an extended 
list--covering twenty-seven pages of the National Republican-for publication at 
the very moderate price fixed in the contraet and the cost changes \\"Ould impose 
upon him, he should not be required to cut out any part of the list as furnished him 
by the collector, but should be paid for the whole. 

The delinquent tax: payer bad imposed upon the District the expense of -prepar
ing the tax-list by voluntarily neglecting to pay hls tax, and when that list was 
once in the hands of the printer, to whom it was given at the latest possible date 
for its publication on the day fixed in the tax law, the entire expense of the adver
tising bad been met by the District. 

The cost of publishing the entire list was $8,250.75. 
Very respeotfnlly, 

Ron. THOS. W. FERRY, 

W. DENNISON, 
J. H. KETCHAM, 
S. L. PHELPS, 

Commissioners .District of Oolumbia. 

President of the &nate. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. CAMERON, of Penusylvama, presented a petition of 200 sol

diers, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, praying the passage of the bill for 
the equalization of bounties, so as to allow each soldier, sailor, and 
marine $8.33 per month for the time served; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. BOOTH presented the memorial of the Right Reverend Will
iam Ingraham Kip, bishop of California, and eight other clergymen, 
remonstrating against the amendment to the shipping act of 1872 
relating to merchant seamen; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of Elizabeth R. McCracken, 
widow of Dr. Robert McCracken, late acting assistant surgeon of the 
United States Army, praying for a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

ISSUE OF SILVER COIN. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to 

whom were referred certain amendments by the House of Representa
tives to the amendments of the Senate to the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 109) for the issue of silver coin, to report them back and ask that 
the amendments of the House to the Senate amendments be non-con
curred in, and that a committee of conference be asked on the part 
of the Senate upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The PRESIDENT p1·o tempore. The Senator from Ohio moves that 
the Senate disagree to the amendments of the House to the amend
ments of the Senate, and req nest a conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the President pro tentpore was authorized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate, and Messrs. SHER
MAN, BOUTWELL, and BOGY were appointed. 

REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION. 
1\f.r. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing, 

to whom was referred a resolution to print additional copies of the 
report of the Commissioner of Education, to report it with an amend
ment. 'fbe amendment restricts the publication to 10,000 copies for 
the use of the Commissioner. As we have no means of sending away 
documents except at our own cost, it seems undesirable that we should 
print a large number of public documents. I ask for the reading of 
the resolution as proposed to be amended, and move its present con
sideration. 
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