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to pro(J'ress very rapi(Uy or very satisfactorily in the discharge of the 
public

0

business in the next two or three days. I think the tJ:ial of the 
last half hour ought to prove conclusively to every Senator that it 
will really promote the public business if tbe Senate adjourn tempo
rarily. I therefore rise to renew the motion that when the Senate 
a<ljoum to-day, it be to meet on Thursday next, with the understand
ing tbat that will be a mere formal meeting and an adjournment will 
then take place until Friday when we shall meet as a court of im
peachment. I therefore move that when the Senate adjourn to-day 
it be to meet on Thursday next. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I voted against this proposition when 
it was n p before, but I am quite satisfied that we shall make no prog
ress. I shall now vote for it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I voted against the motion before and shaH vote 
the same way now. I am opposed to the a'djournment, and think we 
cau stay here and transact the business which is before us; but it 
seems impossible to keep a quorum in the Senate Chamber. Although 
there are thirty-nine to forty-one Senators present in thE! Capitol build
ing, we cannot keep them in the Senate Chamber. I shall not call 
for the yeas and nays, but simply desire to express my disapprobation 
of the motion. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryl:l.nd moves 
that when the Senate adjourn it he to meet on Thursday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. WHYTE. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Is it understood among us that on Thursday there 

will be only a formal meeting f . 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wns gomg to state what 

the Chair understood to be the proposition of the Senator from Mary
land, that ·tho meeting on Thursdn.y shonlU be merely ·formal for the 
purpose of adjourning till Frillay, when it is necessary for the Senate 
to meet as a court of impeachment. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There will be then no business at all transacted 
on Thursday, so that the presence of any of the Senators will not be 
required. The President will have to be here, of course, and some 
oue Senator to make a motion to adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The suggestion requires unanimous 
consent. The Chair bea-rs no objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not think it ought to be entered in the Jour
nal. I do not think it ever bas been. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the REcoRD. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. In the CoNGESSIO~AL RECORD. But an under

standing of this kind does not go into the Journal as an order of the 
Senate agreed to by the Senate. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator is correct. The Chair 
should have said that it would so appea.r in the RECORD and he meant 
to say "the RECORD." 

1\11'. WHYTE. I have moved that the Senate adjourn. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryland moves 

that the Senate adjourn. 
· The motion was agreed to; and (at one o'clock and thirty-nine min
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 

ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, June 12, 1876. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
I. L. TOWNSEND. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and approved. · 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The morning hour begins at half past 
twelve o'clock; and this being Monday, the first business in order is 
the call of the States and Territories, beginning with the State of 
Mathe, for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions for reference 
to their appropriate committees, not to be brought back on motions 
to reconsider. Under this call memorials and resolutions of State and 
territorial Legislatures may be presented for reference and printing. 

BOARD OF NAVAL COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3692) 
for the establishment of a board of commissioners for the Navy of 
tho United States; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FOSTER. I call for the reading of that bill. 
The bill, after being read at length, was !'eferred to the Committee 

on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CHANGE OF NAME OF NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. THOMPSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3693) changing the 
name of the First National Bank of Amesbury to the First Nationa,l 
Bank of Merrimac; which was read a first and second time. 

. Mr. KASSON called for the reading of the bill; and it was read in 
full. _ 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Ba.nking_and Currency, 
and ordered to be printed. 

IV-.236 

UNPAID CLAll\IS OF REVOLUTIONARY OFFICERS. 
Mr. THOMPSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3694) for the 

settlement of the unpaid claims of those officers of the line of the 
revolutionary army who served to the close of the war of Independence 
and so returned on the books of the Treasury ; which was read a first 
and second time. -

Mr. FOSTER called for the reading of the bill in full; and it was 
read. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A?tiEND?tiENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. LORD introduced a joint resolution (H. it No. 121) to amend · 

the Constitution of the United States; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. WILLiS. For the purpose of information and not for delay, I 
call for the reading of this resolution. 

The joint resolut.ion was read, as follows: 
Whereas unde1· the Constitution all the officers of the United States, numbering 

with dependents about one hundred tbous:md, penetratinj?; into every part of the 
country and having charge of its transmitted intelligence, are commissioned by t.he 
President, anc.l are, through the power of appointment and removal, subject to the 
coercion of any administration in power, and required to act, vote, and contribute 
money in accordance with the central will, whtreby both the caucuses and the 
elections are controlled; and whereas such relations between the arlministration 
and the officers of the Government tend not only to uefeat the will of the majority 
and to degrade the independence and fidelity of such officro·s, but to relax the rules 
of offici:l.l accountability, which it is of supreme in1portance not only to maintain, 
!Jut to extend; ::mrl whereas, securing the independence of such otlicers from such 
centrnl control i11 the only m<>tbOll by which the evil can be remedied: Therefore, 

Ilesolted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of A mer- · 
ica in Oo11gress assembled, (two thir!Lt of each Hou$e conct,rn·ng therein,) That 
t.he ~ollowing amendm~nts to the Constitution be, and are hereby, proposed to the 
L~gtslatures of the several States : 

ARTICLE-. 

SECTION 1 . .All postmasters, marshals, a,ssessors. and collectors, exceyt coUectors 
of custom duties, sh:ill be chosen for a t-erm of four years at a genera election by 
the electors of the district, city, town, or village in which the duties of their offices 
are to be performed. 

SEc. 2. The Con,"''ess shall enact suitable laws to execute t-ho foregoing articlH, 
and to insure the faithful dischaqe of the duties of such officers, and for their re
moval by the President for ofJcial misconduct; and, in case of a removal, for an 
appointmtlnt until the next general election, :md for filling vacancies in such offices. 

ARTICLE-. 

SECTION 1. The Congress shall enact snit'\ble laws for the prevention and pun
ishment of official misconduct and to insure official accountability. 

SEC. 2. No person indicted for bribery or for converting the public money, or 
called as a witness in relation thereto, sbn.U be excused from testifyin!! on the 
ground that his testimony will tcncl to criminate himself; and any person con vic ted 
of such bribery or conversion shall not be pardoned, and shall be disqualified from 
holding any office of honor, trust, or profit under the United States. 

The joint resolution was referred to the Committee on tho Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES M'DONALD. 
Mr. BEEBE introduced a. bill (H. R. No. 3695) granting a pension 

to James McDonald; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DR. JEREMIAH PHELAN. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for :Mr. BLiss) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

!l696) authorizing tho President to appoint Dr. Jeremiah Phe]an an 
assistant surgeon in the United States Army; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Afl:"airs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Al\1END:MENT OF RESUMPTION ACT. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE also introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 

122) to amend the resumption act of Jan nary 14, 1875; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

CONDEMNED CANNON FOR MONUMENTAL PURPOSES. 
Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3697) authoriz

ing the Secretary of W a.r to deliver to the commissioners of Forest 
Park, Saint Louis, Missouri, eight condemned cannon to be used in 
constructing the base of the statue of Ex-Attomey General Edward 
Bates; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM R. WILMER. 
. Mr. HENKLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3698) for the relief of 
William R. Wilmer, late collector of internal revenue for the fifth 
district of Maryland; which was read a first and second time, re
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

?tffiS. ELIZA KEARNEY. 

Mr. HUNTON introduced a bill (H. R. No, 3699) to increase the 
pension of Mrs. Eliza Kearney, widow of Lieutenant-Colonel James 
Kearney, corps of topographical engineers, Unitetl States Army; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed . 

ANNE E. HARPER. 
Mr. HUNTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3700) for the relief 

of Anne E. Harper, of Alexandria County, Virginia; which was rea.c'l 
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a first :md second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HOSPITAL STEW .ARDS. 

Mr. FOSTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3701) to provide for a 
better compensation and to raise the standard of hospital stewards 
United States Army; which was read a first and second time, re
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

COLLECTION DISTRICT OF THE MIAMI. 

Mr. HURD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3702) to change the name 
of the collection district of the Miami; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SUPREME COURT REPORTS. 

Mr. HURD alsointroduceda.jointresolution(H. R.No.123)directing 
the Attorney-General to furnish a set of Supreme Court reports to the 
clerk of the United States district court at Toledo, Ohio; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on theJ udiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

SECTION 1588 OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3703) to correct an error 
in section 1588 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and 
second time. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill in full. 
Mr. DURHAM. I did not call for the reading of the bill. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I call for the reading. 
Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky can withdraw the 

bill if he thinks proper. 
Mr. DURHAM. I cannot do that. The bill is a very short one. · 
The bill, having been read in full, was referred to the Committee on 

the Revision of the Laws, and ordered to be printed. 

. J, D. BOND & BROTHER. 

Mr. RIDDLE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3704) for the relief of J. 
D. Bond & Brother, of Wilson County, Tennessee; which was read a 
:first and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and or
dered to be printed. 

ABA FAULKNER. 

Mr. DIBRELL introduced a bill(H. R.No. 3705) forthereliefofAsa 
Faulkner, of W a.rreu County, Tennessee ; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. FOSTER. I call for the reading of the bill. 
The bill, having been read in full, was referred to the Committee on 

War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM BULLARD. 

Mr. DIBRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3706) granting re
lief to William Bullard; which was read a :first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

Mr. HAYMOND introduced a bill (H. R. No.3707)providingforthe 
gradual resumption of specie payments, and to repeal the portion of 
section 3 of the act of January 14, 1875; which fixed the date for the 
resumption of specie payments on the 1st day of January, 1879; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FOSTER. We want to hear that. 
The bill, having been read in full, was referred to the Committee on 

Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

ENOCH L FOLSOM. 

Mr. HAYMOND also intJ:oduced a bill (H. R. No. 3708) granting a 
pension to Enoch L. Folsom, of Lake County, Indiana; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The bill,having been read infull, was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SOLOMON YEWEL.L. 

Mr. LANDERS, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3709) grant
ing a pension to Solomon Yewell, late private in Company H, Thir
teenth Indiana Volunteers; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. HURLBUT. Let the bill be read. 
The bill, having been read in full, was referred to the Committee on 

Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARTIN V. DAY. 

Mr. HARTZELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3710) granting a pen
sion to Martin V. Day; which wa& read a fir~:~t and second time. 

The bill, having been read in full, was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

A. J. SMITH. 

Mr. STONE introduc-ed a bill (H. R. No. 3711) to authorize the Pres
ident of the United States to place the name of A. J. Smith, late 
colonel of the Seventh Cavalry, on the retired list; which waa read a 
:first and second time. 

Mr. HURLBUT. I desire to have that bill read. 
The bill was read in full, and was referred to the Committee on 

Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

STA.l\fPED LETTER AND NOTE SHEET. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3712) to 
authorize the issue of a stamped letter and note sheet; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. HURLBUT. Let the bill be read. 
The bill, having been read in full, was referred to the Committee 

on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
MONEYS ERRONEOUSLY CREDITED TO POST-OFFICE DEPARTM&'\'T. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3713) 
to enable the Postmaster-General to place to the credit of the proper 
account any moneys erroneously deposited to the credit of the Post
Office Department ; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. HURLBUT. I call for the reading of that bill. 
The bill, having been :read in full, was referred to the Committee 

on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
JOHN HOSTAT. 

Mr. GLOVER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3714) for the relief of 
John Hostat, a soldier of the war of 1812; which wn.s read a first and 
second time. 
· ·The bill was read in full, referred to the Committee on Milita.ry Af
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT COURT FOR WESTERN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. GAUSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 3715) to confer jurisdiction 
in certain cases on the district court of the United States for the 
western district of Arkansas; which was read a :first and second time. 

Mr. FOSTER I call for the reading of that bil1. 
The bill, having been read in full, was referred to the Committee 

on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. · 

SUSPENDED EMPLOYES OF BUREAU OF ENGUA VING AND PRINTING. 

Mr. WILLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 371()) for the relief of 
suspended employes of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, United 
States Treasury Department; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FOSTER. I call for the reading of the bil1.-
The bill was read, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 

and ordered to be printed. 
CHEAP TRANSPORTATION OF FREIGHT. 

Mr. POTTER intTOdnced a bill to provide for the cheap transporta
tion of freight between tidewater on or nen,r the Atlantic Ocean a.ncl 
the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys; which was read a first and .second 
time. 

Mr. FOSTER. I call for the reading of the bill. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 
Before he had concluded, 
Mr. LORD said: I understand that the morning hour has expired. 
The SPEAKER p·ro tempore. The morning hour ha.s just expired. 
Mr. PIPER. Then I call up the unfinished business. 
Mr. FOSTER. I ask unanimous consent that the C3ll of the States 

be completed for bills for reference only, the bills not to be read. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that will be done. 
Mr. POPPLETON. I object. 
Mr. PIPER. Before calling up my motion to suspend the rules, I 

will yield for gentlemen who desire to report and introclnce bills. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ATKINS, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a 
bill (H. R. No. 3717) makins appropriations for the s11pport of the 
Army for the fiscal year endrng June 30, 1877, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. G~FIELD. I desire to reserve all points of order on that bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The same will be noted. 
Mr. ATKINS. To-morrow morning I will move to suspend the 

rules and that the House shall go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on this bill, and shall spend to-morrow in gener::tl 
debate upon it and the next morning that we shall take up the bill 
under the five-minute rule. 

:Mr. WALLING. I object. 
Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman from Tennessee only gives notice 

that he will make that motion. 
Mr. GARFIELD. Let him move to suspend the rules and make 

the order now. 
Mr. HOLMAN. That is not necessary. 
Mr. ATKINS. Upon suggestion I will move to suspend the rules 

so as to make that orfler. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Although there is no impropriety in that course it 

is certainly not necessary, as the gentleman from Tennessee can make 
a motion to suspend the rules to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, on the bill to-morrow as well as to-day, ancl then 
it will require merely a majority vote, whereas to-day it requires a 
two-thirds vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unanimous consent not having been 
given to the course proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, he 
now moves to suspend the rules and make the proposed arrangement. 

The question wa.s taken, and (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) 
tbe motion wa.s agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. It does not require a two-thirds vote to sus
pend the rules to go into Committee of the Whole; a maJority can do 
that. 



1876. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. a 3763 
The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. A majority can do it on an appropria- A. J3ridgeland, at present consul to Havre, France, to the Comjllittee on Expendi-

tion }Jill, and the Chair will correct it in that regard. tures in the State Department ; and that said committee be authorized to se-nd for 
persons and papers, to investigate said charges against said J3ridgeland, and report 

MRS. MARIA B. CRAIG. thereon to the Houso. 
Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. Mr. HURLBUT. There is a mistake in the wording of the resolu-

3718) for the relief of Mrs. Maria B. Craig; which was read a first and tion; the testimony was not taken before the Committee on the Ju
second time, referred to the Committe.e on Invalid Pensions, and or- diciary, but before the Committee on Military Affairs. 
dered to be printed. Mr. CALDWELL, of Tennessee. I will modify the resolution by 

HENRY A. CHEEVER. substituting the "Committee on Military Affrurs" for the "Commit-
Mr. BANKS also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. tee on the Judiciary." 

No. 3719) granting a pension to Henry A. Cheever, late first lieuteu- Mr. KASSON. What are the chargesf I hope consent will be given 
ant and adjutant Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry; which was to the gent1eman from Tennessee [Mr. CALDWELL] to state what are 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid the charges. For one, I am ignorant, and I presume we are all igno-
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. rant, of what is involved in these charges. 

HEIRS OF MOSES cox. .Mr. HURLBUT. If the gentleman will modify the resolution so 
na to embrace in it and have printed all the testimony taken in that 

Mr. REAGAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. case, I will not object to it. 
3720) for the relief of the heirs of Moses Cox, deceased; which was Mr. BANNING. That is right. 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Indian Af- Mr. CALDWELL. of Tennessee. I modify the resolution accord-
fail'S, and ordered to be printed. ingly. 

A.MENDME~TT OF UNITED STATES STATUTES. The question was then taken ; and (two-thirds voting in favor 
:Mr. LYNDE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. thereof) the rules were suspended and theresolution,asmouified, was 

3721) to amend chapter 304 of the statutes of Congress of 187 4; which adopted. 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Bank
ing and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

JULES BLANCHEZ. 
Mr. DUNNELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a. bill (H. R. No. 

3722) for the relief of Ju1es B1anchez, late of Brownsville, Texas; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. SAVAGE. I desire to know whether it requires unanimous 
consent for the introduction of these bills nowf 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It does require unanimous consent, 
and the gentleman from California yields for that purpose. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I object to any more bills being introduced in this 
way. 

IMMIGRATION FROM .AND EMIGRATION TO CB1NA. 
The SPEAKER p1'o tempore. The gentleman from California [Mr. 

PrPER] calls up the unfinished business, which is a motion made on 
Monday before last to suspend the rules and pass a joint resolution 
reported by the Committee on Commerce. 

The joint reso1ution will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, That tho President of the 

United States be, and he is hereby, reque-sted to submit to the govetnment of the 
'l'a Taing Empire (China) an additional article to the treaty of July 28, 1868, be
tween the United States of America and the Ta Tsing Empire (China) to the fol
lowing effect: The United States of Amcrir.a do hereby reserve the ri~ht to reg
ulate, restrict, or prevent the immigration of Chinese subjects into tne United 
States oxcept for commercial pursuits, and reciprocally, the Emperor of China 
does reserve the right to regulate., restrict, or prevent the immigration of citizens 
of the United SW.tes into tho Ta Tsing Empire (China) except for commercial pur
suits. 

:Mr. PIPER. I have moved that the rules be suspended and the 
joint resolution be passed. 

The question was put on the motion to suspend the rules ; and tho 
Speaker pro ternpore announced that the ayes had it. · 

Mr. WALLING. I call for a division. 
The House divided; and there were-ayes 78, noes 7; no quorum 

voting. 
Mr. HOLMAN. If no further count is called for, I suppose the joint 

resolution may be considered as passed by a two-thirds vote. 
Mr. HURLBUT. No quorum has voted. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the gentleman insists upon a fur

ther count it will be roken; otherwise the Chair will declare the joint 
resolution passed. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I raise the point that no quorum 
has voted. 

The SPEAKER pro temp<Jre. The Chair has put the question to the 
House very distinctly. If the gentleman says he made the point of 
order that no quorum voted the Chair will submit the question to 
the House again. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I certainly did make the point. 
The question was again taken; and upon a division there were

ayes 118 noes 6. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. No quorum has voted, and I call 

for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. PIPER, and Mr. TOWNSEND of New 

York, were appointed. 
The House again divided; and the tellers reported that there were

ayes 126, noes 14. 
Mr. TOWNSEND. I do not call for any further count. 
No further count being called for, the rules were srrspen.ded (two

thirds voting in favor thereof) and the joint resolution (H. R. No. 
124) was passed. 

JOHN A. BRIDGELAND. 

Mr. CALDWELL. of Tennessee. I move that the rules be sus
pended and the resolut-ion adopted which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That the evide.nce taken by tbe Committee on tbe Judiciary in an in

vestigation in relation to Horace Dough ton be referred, so far as it relates to J obn 

JAMES F. BUCKNER. 

Mr. TUCKER. I move that the rules oo suspended so o.s to dis
charge the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar from 
the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 3486) for the relief of 
James F. Buckner, and that it be now passed by the Honse. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted. de., That the propel' accounting officers of the Treasury Depart

ment be, and they are hereby, authorized and directed, in the settlement of the ac
counts of James F. J3noknor, collector of internal revenue for the fifth district of 
Kentucky, to oredit and allow such amounts as are shown to have been stolen or 
embezzloo by his late deputy collector and cashier, George N. Jackson, it being 
first proved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury that such embez. 
zlement or larceny did not occur through any fault or negligence of said Buckner : 
Pf'ovidR.d, That the said Buckner shall assign and transfer tethe United States, and 
for their benefit, any bond or othor security,lion by judwnent, or otherwise, against 
the said Jackson or others, and the right to prosecute all suit or suits thereon or 
for the enforcement thereof, and the exclusive benefit of all such shall inure to the 
United States. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman from Virginia allow me· to ask 
him a question' 

Mr. TUCKER. Cert~inly. . 
Mr. HOLMAN. I uriaerstand that this officer gave an official bond 

to the Government, and his deputy gav~ a proper bond to him; and 
it is now proposed to relieve the collector and throw upon the United 
States Government the duty of collecting the penalty of the bond 
given uy the person who committed the embezzlement. Now, I sub
mit that if such is the state of facts we are asked to go further in 
this bill than we have ever gone before in my experience. It is pro
posing that the United States shall collect this money instead of its 
being collected by the officer to whom the bond was given. 

Mr. TUCKER. My friend is mistaken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is proceeding by unanimous 

consent only. 
:Mr. FOSTER. I suggest that the report in this case be read. 
Mr. TUCKER. I have no objection to the report being read, but I 

think I can make a statement in a few minutes that will answer 
every purpose. I ask consent for that purpose. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 
Mr. TUCKER. As a. member of the Committee of Ways and 

Means and as chairman of the subcommittee I have examined this 
case with very great care. I think my colleague upon that commit
tee will agree that I am not apt to report in favor of the release of 
any party from his legal liabilities, unless the circumstances are very 
strongly in favor of such a proposition. After a very careful and 
full examination of the case I am satisfied that this relief ought to 
be given to this party. 

He is a collector in a district, the fifth district of the State of Ken
tucky, in which about $2,000,000 are usually collected every year. 
By law he is required to appoint his deputies, one of whom acts as 
cashier. He appointed as his cashier and deputy a young man from 
the city of Louisville, of the very highest character for integrity and 
honest.y, according to the evidence in the case. When this young 
man entered upon the office, the collector required him to deposit in 
bank to the credit of the collector all the moneys received during 
each day, so that no money was left on hand. The collector took a 
bond from this deputy in the penalty of $25,000, which wa.s more 
than the penalty required of any party in the same office at any pre
vious time, Collector Buckner increasing the penalty from $15,000 to 
$25,000, in order to obtain the better security. The young man by a 
series of frauds, very well concealed, perpetrated these peculations 
upon the Government in reference to the stamps which were in his 
possession; so that the defalcation amounted to something like 
$60,000. Six <letecti ves were sent out at different times to examine 
the office of .Mr. Buckner; a.nd upon each examination they reported 
everything right in the office of this young man. These reports are 
filed with the evidence before the committee. 

As soon as the frauds were detected the young man committed sui
cide, destroying-as was suppoaed-the papers and books by which it 
would have been ascertained how the fraud was committed. The 
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effect is that this ma.n, Mr. Bnckner, with his securities, is held liable 
tor the defalcation. 

The committee in examining this case took the ground that there 
should be no rela.xatiou of the liability of the party unless these 
fnur point..s were made out: 

1. The whole burden of proof rests with the officer. 
2. He must exclude a-ll hypothesis of fraud on his part or privity 

in or knowledge of the misconduct of his subordii;)ate. 
3. He must show due, that is, watchful, care and diligence in the 

appointment and over the action of his subordinate. 
4. He must show that he used all reasonable care in providing for 

responaibility of the- subordinate for any ma.lfeasance or negligence in 
office. · . 

Now the committee, upon an examination of all the evidence, held 
that those four points were conclusively made out; that in all re
spects there was an entire exclusion of all privity or know]edge on 
the part of the collector of any fraudulent act of his subordinate; 
that the frauds of the latter were so well concealed from him and from 
these six detectives that it was well-nigh impossible for Mr. Buckner 
ever to have found them out. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. Let me state one other fact. Within 
two weeks of the discovery of the defalcation did not a.n officer of 
the Government, a trained expert, whose special business it was to 
investigate the business of such offices, go thorou~hly through this one 
and report its accounts all accurate a.nd all its affairs in every respect 
faultless f 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir; Mr. Wheeler, on t.he 25th of June, 1875, 
made such a report to the Government. . Thus Mr. Buckner was lulled 
into entire security as to the whole matter, because, when the detect
ives at various times examined and reported to the Government and 
to Mr. Buckner that upon a thorough examination the ma.tt.er was all 
right, Mr. Buckner w:ts justified in assuming that he wa.s not required 
to make any further examination. · 

Mr. EDEN. How long were these frauds going on f 
Mr. TUCKER. For two or three years, I think, and _during the 

whole time there were six examinations by officers of the Govern
ment: in November, 1872; in April, 1873; in February, 1874; in No
vember, 1874; in March, 1875; and in June, 1875. 

Mr. EDEN. Is it known how the frauds occurred' · 
Mr. TUCKER. It is impossible, as the detectives say, to ascertain 

exactly how the fraucls occurred; but it is supposed tha.t the fraud 
was in the miscount of stamps; that the amount of stamps on hand 
was concealed or in some other way deception was practiced. The 
evidence does not show the manner in which the fraud occurred. 

I am opposed to releasing public officers except where the case is a 
clear one ; but the House will permit me to rea.d a. single passage 
from t.he report which states what seems to me to be the ground upon 
which there onght to be a release in such cases: 

Your committee would not relax the responsibility of a collector for his own or 
t.he defaults of his subordinates as fixed by law, except where it is clearly estab· 
lishe(l by affirmative proof that the collect.or bas not only ha1l no complicit:r with 
the wrongful ac.-t, but where be has used due uili~rence in tho selection of his "agent, 
in supervising his conduct, and in guar(lin~r the Govemmentantl publica~ainsttbe 

_consequen~s of his ma~ea.sanc~. 1Vhere this is fully shown, and all guilty knowl
edge and 1m proper negligence m respect to the acts of the sul>ordina.tes are ex:
clmled by clear proof, your committee are of opiuion that justice, sustained by nu
merous preceuents, requires that the legal liability of the collect.or may l>e properly 
1·eleased by the Go,·er.nment. 

The collector is the al!ent of the Government, an agent wbof!e duties are such as 
to authorize him to employ subagents; in fact, the law OX"[lressly authorizes it. To 
hohl tl:Je collector to responsil>ility for a lack of infallibility in the selection and in 
tho supervision and guarding of these snbagen ts, 110 that the Government shall be 
absoluwly secureu against loss, would be to make the collector not a mere l>ailee 
but an insurer for the Government. Such a measure of liability would l>e fraught 
with public detriment, because it would deter upright men from uuderraking offi
cial duty which in volvell such hazard, and leave the offices to be tilled by irrespon
sible men. It is the interest of the Government to induce honest men to take 
office, au<l not frighten them from it by the e:x.a<Jtion of a liability too great to l>e 
willingly incurred. 

,. Mr. HOLMAN. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. Un-
d-er the law the collector, I believe, determines what shall be the 
character of the security given to him by his subordinates. 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HOLMAN. He determines what shall be the form of the bond, 

who the sureties shall!Je, a.ml what slJall be tile penalty. This wilole 
matter is by the 1aw placed exclusively under the control of the col
lector. In this case he fixed the penalty of the bond of his subordi
nate at $25,000. Now, what steps have been taken by the collector 
to enforce tbe penalty of that bond' 

Mr. TUCKER. I am coming to that in a moment. The only doubt 
I had about this case was on just that point, whether the collector 
had used due diligence in fixing the proper penalty for the bond. 
The proof is that previously the pena.lt.y in the boml of this officer 
was $10,000, wbich was afterward increased to $15,000; but when 
Buckner came in, he required a bond to ue given in tile penalty of 
$~Z>,OOO, one-fourth the penalty of his own bond. It seemed to me, 
therefore, t.ba,t he bad used due diligence in fixing a proper penalty, 
because it cannot be said that if a proper penalty had beeu fixed tl1ere 
would have !Jeen no lo~s. Wby, sir, $-2,000,000 wertl collectecl every 
year by this collector; and in order to cover all possible liability the 
bou<l inust have been in the pena.lty of $2,000,000. Wbo could llave 
given such a bond i Tile clerk who gets $1,500 salary t So that, as I 
say, and a.s the 1~port states, we mutst be careful not to put such lim-

ita.t.ions and restrictions upon the officers as that no honest man would 
take the office. Now I a.dmit that you must hold a, fiduciary to strict 
lbbility, but ~-ou must take care not to deter honest men from he
coming fiducia.ries, and you must not hold them to such strict liability 
as that a man would say, "Why, if this man whom I have appointed 
to offico steals a sum of money to-night without my knowing any
thing a.bont it, and I am to be held liable, I would not accept the 
office." 

.Mr. LA"1TDERS, of Indiana. I understand the gentleman to say that 
the object of the Government should be to get honest men to take 
office. Shonld it not be the part of the Government to.get competent 
men to take office Y 

Mr. TUCKER. Unquestionably. 
Mr. LANDERS, of Indiana. Do you consider a man competent who 

allows such a fraud to pass without his notice f . 
Mr. TUCKER. The question is whether you shall require or can 

have a competency which involves infa11ibility. That is the question. 
And as my friend from Indiana in common with all human beings is 
fallible, I suppose that he ought not to be excluded from office on 
account of that fallibility which is common to our race. 

.Mr. EDEN. May I ask the gentleman a question f 
Mr. TUCKER. Certainly. 
Mr. EDEN. Does the committee consider it would be a safe prece

dent to say that any pn blic officer who appoints his own subordinates 
should not be responsible for the acts of those subordinates f 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes; under the circumstances of this case and un
der the limitations stat-ed by the committee. 

But I will state to the House, Mr. Speaker, that I was ca.refnl, a.nd 
I think my friends on the committee will agree with me that I was 
careful, so to limit the cases in which a party will be exempted from 
liability a.s that this cannot be drawn into an evil precedent for :my 
future action. . 

Mr. FOSTER. Is this a unanimous report by the committee f 
Mr. TUCKER. It is not a unanimous report. 
Mr. LORD. I find that this matter is going into a general debate, 

a.nd I feel constrained to call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. This debate is going on by unanimous 

consent. 
Mr. TUCKER. If my friend from New York [Mr. LoRD] will allow 

me two minutes, I desire to answer the question of my friend from 
Indiana, [Mr. HOLMAN.] 

Mr. MORRISON. Will the gentleman allow me a, moment f 
~11·. TUCKER. Certainly. 
Mr. MORRISON. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. FOSTER] inquired 

if this is a unanimous report. I think I ought in justice to myself to 
say that I did not concur in it. This ma.n is entitled to my sympathies, 
but he assumed the responsibilities of this office and he ought, in my 
judgment, to incur the loss. · 

Mr. TUCKER. I stated that it was not a unanimous report. 
Mr. FOSTER. I wish to say that I have given, myself, considerable 

attention to this case, and I regard it as one coming within the con
ditions heretofore requirecl and for which thm·e are numerous prece
dents. 

Mr. TUCKER. I will answer the quest.ion of my friend from In
diana, [Mr. HOLMAN.] 

'l'he gent]~mau asks me what steps have been taken by this party 
to recover on the penal bond given by the deputy. Steps were im
mediate1y taken; suit was immediately brought. Tha sureties on 
the bond were worth eight times the amount of the penalty at the 
time the bond was given, and up to the time of the death of the party 
and the time the suit was brought.. 'l'hat question was very ear
nestly inquired into by me as a member of the committee. The snit 
was brought, and is now pending; and my friend from Indiana. [.Mr. 
HOLMAN} is mistaken in snpposing that it is proposed to hand over 
to the Government the duty of bringing this suit. The only thing 
we propose is that the collector be exempted from 1iabi1ity, but ~5ha,ll 
assign to the Government all the benefit of this bond which he bas 
taken and all the benefits of any lien which he may obta.in by judg
ment or otherwise. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But would it not be safer at any rato for the col
lector to pay over the ammmt. which is so amply secured according 
to the statement of my friend from Virginia' Lot him pay over that 
amount, at least, rather than devolve upon t.he Government the prose
cution of the suit. 

And there is one other question which I am very anxious to have 
presented, and to which I desire an answer from t.he Committee of 
·ways and Means, as being of importance in this case. I understand 
the law to be this: In such a case, on the recommenda.tion of the 
juuo-e trying the case and the district attorney; after the facts have 
bee~ all judicially investigated, the Treasury Department is author
ized to remit the liability of the officer, to remit t.he penalty of the 
bond, and relieve the collector from the responsibility. Is not that 
the law! 

Mr. TUCKER. I think not. I hope that is not the law. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 'l'ben, if it is not the 1aw, bow does it happen that 

the Treasury Department is authorized to compromise the ca."e after 
judgment is rendered, on the recommenda.tion of the district attor
ney aml the judge before whom the case is tried f 

Mr. TUCKER. I do not know of any such law. · That is not pro
posecl here at all. Buckner has no funds to pay over to the Govern-
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ment. He would be very glad if he had. He has brought suit against 
the deputy collector's sureties, and the bill proposes that he shall as
sign over to the Government tlle benefit of any judgment that may 
accrue under t.ha.t suit. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I t.bink it would be safer to let this case rest until 
a!ter the case has been tried, nnd then we shall know by a judicial 
examination of the case exactly bow far this collector was responsible 
for the defalcation. 

Mr. TUCKER. The difficuUy is that if this measure is not adopted 
the property of Buckner will be exposed for sale for this defalcation, 
and that wilJ.+uin the party, and this bill is proposed by the commit· 
tee in order to save this man from utter ruin. Wo tllink that he 
should be exempted from all 1 iability in this case, and he assigns over 
to the Government the benefit of all the securit.ies be has, and the 
Government is not authorized "to relieve him from liability until these 
securities are a signed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will not the release of this principal necessarily 
result in relensing the sureties of the deputyt 

1\ir. TUCKER. 0, no; not at all. 
l\1r. HOLMAN. Why, certainly it will; certainly my friend is mis

tal{en about that. 
Mr. TUCKER. Wby, my friend from Indiana is certainly too 

learned a lawyer not to know that the release of Buckner by the 
United States on t.he official bond of Buckner to the United States 
cannot affect the liability of the sureties on a private boml to Buck
ner. The bill saves the interest of the Government in that bond, and 
I hope it will be the pleasure of the Honse to pass it. 

1\ir. HAMILTON, of New Jersey. If Buckner be relieved, how can 
yon enforce any penalty against his deputy! 

Mr. TUCKER. Well, sir, :1 snit against Buckner would be a r:mit 
by tlle United States against Buckner, while his suit is a suit against 
the sureties of his deputy. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of New Jersey. Buckner, unless he is damnified, 
cannot in that suit recover damages, and the sureties of his deputy 
will be relieved. 

1\fr. TUCKER. 0, no; not at all. If the Government allows him 
to assign this case, it rloe.'! not release the deputy or llis sureties at all. 

Mr. HANCOCK. The assignment is one of the conditions of re-
lease. . 

Mr. GARFIELD. Allow me to say that few measures have been be
fore the Committee of Ways and Means which have been so carefully 
examined as this case, and I am satisfied that every statement ~ade 
by the gentleman from Virginia will bear the fullest scrutiny. I am 
eqnnlly satisfied that the equity of the case requires the passage of 
the bill, and its passage now. 

Mr. TUCKER. If gentlemen have no further questions to ask me 
I will call the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I believe the motion is not subject to the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER pto tempm·e. This deb~te is proceeding by unani
mous consent. 

1\fr. HOLMAN. I ask leave to submit a single remark us to the 
policy to be pursued in this particular case, for I nm satisfied that 
this bill is ca"rrying the relief which Congress lla-s occasionnlly granted 
to persons connected with a defalcation to a degree that no relief bas 
ever been granted for until 1864. 

I clo not believe that a bill beginning to approach this in its char
acter and furnishing such relief ever passed this Honse; I am not 
aware at least of any such measure giving relief to this extent having 
passed the House prior to that time. Since that time I admit that 
we have grown very loose in this kind of legislation, in furnishing 
this relief to the extent:, it seems to me, of encouraging rather than 
preventing defalcation. 

But in t.his particular case, if the gentleman from Vir~inia will 
allow me, there will be a judicial investigation in a short t.tme. We 
are told that a suit is to be brought at once on the bonds given by 
tbis deputy, and that the penalty of that bond is amply secured to 
the amount of $25,000. It will be tried at an early day and the trial 
will inevitably involve the whole question of defalcation. There 
will be a recovery of judgment there if the facts are as my friend 
understands them to be, and the amount of that penalty will be the 
recovery. The House can then move with a reasonable certainty. 
There will have been a judicial investigation. There will have been 
collected $25,000 of this money, and we can then proceed with a rea
sonable certainty on t.wo points; first, it can be assured that the ju
dici:tl tribunal will determine with a reasonable certainty whether 
the defalcation conld have come to the knowledge of the principal 
or not; and secondly, whether the money should go into the Treasmy 
of the United States. While both these matters remain :111 uncer
tainty and until the snit is determined, delay can do no harm, for 
the Treasury Department, in the case put, will not be in haste to 
determine the suit against his sureties. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. Upon that point I would a.sk the gen
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] if the report of the committee 
of this House specially charged with the investigation of the merits 
of the case should not be accepted a-s more satisfactory than any 
opinion of the judge who may hereafter try the caseY 

Mr. HOLMAN. 0, not at all. 
1\Ir. BROWN, of Kentucky. .AP, I understand, this case has had a 

most exhaustive and thorough investigation by the cornimttee on ~til 

pomts presented by the claimant and that the proof is overwhelming 
in his favor. 

Letmeadd,Mr. Speaker, that the claimant here is not ofmypolitical 
f~~ith-bnt a consistent, determined republican, of great infl.uenc(\, 
but unspott.ed character. James F. Bnc-kner"is honest and incorrupti
ble. Since this great misfortune he has been continued in office, 
retaining fully tl1e confidence of the officers of the Government and 
of his fellow-citizens at home. He renewed his bond, at once and 
without difficnlt.y, in the same community where the defalcation oc
curred; and .there, with those who know Lim best, there exist.s no 
shadow of suspicion of a-ny misconduct on his part. 

There is a memorial here recommending his relief, signed by hun
dreds ef the leading citizens of Kentucky-lawyers, bankers, editors, 
doctors, and merchants-most of them living in his city, and, indeed, 
most of them not of his political party. The billshouldpass. A case 
of more merit could not be made out. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have had some experience, as my friend from Ken
tucky has, in congressional investigations. They are from the ne
cessities of the case partial, for from the necessities of the case the 
testimony is ex parte. 

Mr. TUCKER. No, sir. 
Mr. HOLMAN. From th.e necessity of the case the testimony is ex 

parte; it is impossible that there should be a. judicial investigation 
of any question before a committee of Congress. Now in the mean 
time there will be a judicial investigation ; the real facts will come 
out under the seYere tests which a court of justice applies, and we can 
then act with absolute safety; untfl then we cannot. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. For the information of the gentleman 
from Indiana [1\lr. Hor.MAN] I will ask the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. TUCKER] if dming t-he progress of this investigation, wherever 
a doubt suggested itself to the mind of the committee, they did 11ot 
require add1tionaJ proof on that. point f 

1\Ir. TUCKER. All the way through. 
1\.fr. BROWN, of Kentucky. And was not the proof on all those 

doubtful points most abundant and satisfactory 7 
Mr. TUCKER. There is no question about that. The proof of Mr. 

Buckner's honesty and honor and non-privity in t.his matter is abso
lutely positive. And furthermore, in anRwer to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. BROWN,] I will say that whenever any doubt sug
gested itself to my mind I required additional proof, and I obtained 
it from such sources as left no doubt upon my mind. When the gen
tlemen from Indi:tna fMr. HOLMAN] says that the evidence in t.his 
case must have ueen ex pa1·te, I will say to him that the committee 
beard that there were persons in this city who had evidence against 
Buckner; and we suspended the examination and examined those per
sons fully before tbf' committee, and there was nothing proved by all 
of the pnrties brought here that threw the slightest shade upon the 
conduct or character of Mr. Buckner. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. :FosTER] if 
this case was before his committee in the last Couf,rress; and., if so, why 
that committee did not then report in favor of it! _ 

Mr. FOSTER. It was not before our committee in the last Con
gress. 

1\fr. TUCKER. I now call for a vote. 
The question was taken; and upon a. division there were-ayes 

118, noes 32. 
So (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended 

and the bill passed. . 
ELECTIONS IN THE TERRITORIES. 

1\fr. WIGGINTON, from theCom.mitteeon tbeTerritories,reportedas 
a substitute for Honse bill :Ko. 3101 a bill (H. R. No. 3723) to regulate 
elections and the election franchise in the Territories of the Unite(l 
States; which wa read a first :tnd second time, ordered to be printed, 
and recommitted. 

PAYMENT OF 5.20 BONDS IN COIN. " 
Mr. POPPLETON. I move that the rules be suspended so that the 

House may now adopt the preamble and resolutions which I send to 
the Clerk's desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Whereas it has been publicly charged that the act passed: March 18, 1869, promis 

ing to pay the principal of the 5.20 bonds of the Government in coin was procured 
through fmud, by the use of large sums of money used to elect ·and corrupt public 
officials and influence the pulllic press, saiu money having been obtained through 
the combined efforts of certain banks, bankers, and mone~e<.l corporations in this 
country and the moneyed centers of London and Frankfort in Europe, by the 
purchase on account, and for tl1at purpose, of $50,000,000 of saiu bonds, on which 
10 per cent. advance was paid to procure t:aiu legislation, the total amount of which 
was at least $5,000,000, that being the sum alleged as having been paid to secure 
the ;passa_!!e of said act; and w herea..q it is held and alleged-

First. That tho eii'ect of said legislation has been to compel the payment of twice 
the amount in coin for all of said bonds aJ.ren.dy redeemed as was received in coin 
or its equivalent by the Government for saitl bon1ls when issued, owing to the stat· 
ute under which they were created promisin~ their payment in lawful money. 

Second. To continue the payment of usur1ous interest on said bonds for more 
than seven years after tho Government had the right to rcduem them in lawful 
money, w hcrel>y over $500,000,000 have been unjustly wrung from tho people. 

Third. To force a large majority of sailll>onds out of the country and into the 
hands of foreigners to whom said interest is paid, which, had just and honest leg
islation prevailed, would have been reduced to a rea onable rate and paid to our own 
people in lawful money, and retained within the country to develop its resources. 

Fourth. To create n. uemand for goltl in excess of the production of om· mines, 
to pay the interest on said bonds held in foreign countries, thereby depleting this 
country of that commodity. 

Fifth. To bring the corrupting influence of foreign capital to bear upon our elee-
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tiona, public officials, and the press, the result of all of which, it is charged, bas 
been to enrich the few at the expense of the many, to paralyze business, exhaust 
the resource.'! and impair the confidence of the people, and to bring public officials 
into general distrust: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to inquire into the 
truth or falsity of said char~es and allegations, and, if found true, whether said 
corruJ.>t action does not invalidate said law, and also whether said law was not in 
violation of the contract under which said bonds were originally issued, and for that 
reason unconstitutional and void. 

Resolved, That said committee bave power to send for and examine persons and 
papers, either of the Government or any firm or corporation having business con
noote<l wi.th the purchase or sale of Government bonds when said act was passed, 
to administer oaths, punish witnesses, and to do all things necessary to obtain cor
rect and truthful inforDiation relating to all matters referred to in this preamble 
and these resolutions, and to report the result of its investigations and conclusions 
to this House at its earliest convenience. 

Before the reading had been concluded, 
Mr. KASSON said : I rise to a. point of order. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his point of 

ortler. 
Mr. KASSON. I fraise this point of order as against the motion 

which is now made to the House to suspend the roles and pass the 
preamble aud resolutions bein~ read by the Clerk; it is that House 
bill No. 2685, for the distributiOn .of the unappropriated moneys of 
the Geneva a.wa.rd, was made a. special order for Monday to the ex
clusion of all other orders, and to the exclusion of all motions to sus
pend the rules from a.nd after two o'clock p.m. That bill is now in 
order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The pending proposition is one to suspend the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The order of the House relating to 
that bill, or that portion of the order in regard to a suspension of the 
rules, exhausted itself on Monday last. 

Mr. KASSON. On the contrary, it was made a. special order from 
day to day. 

'The SPEAKER pro tempore. The consideration of the bill proceeds 
from da.y to da.y. 

Mr. KASSON. And on Mondays excluding all motions to suspend 
the ru1es. 

The SPEAKER p1·o tempore. Not "on Mondays." The Chair has 
had his attention called to the matter; and the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. LoRD] will be recognized directly to make a motion to sus
pend the rules for the purpose of proceeding with the consideration 
of that bill. 

Mr. KASSON. The Calendar sets it down as an order for to-d~y, 
whatever that may be worth. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is not responsible for the 
Calendar, only for the enforcement of the rules. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I can refer the gentleman in the RECORD to the 
proceedings of last Saturday week, when that order was made. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of thP- preamble and 
resolntion. 

Mr. KASSON. Does the gentleman who offers this resolution ex
poet us to indorse all those recitals without the examination of a 
committee? 

Mr. POPPLETON. I do ask the House to indorse those recitals as 
having been alleged against the le~islation of 1869; alleged in the 
pnblic press and by responsible parttes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Every fact asserted there has been alleged here on 
the floor of the House. 

Mr. POPPLETON. I call for the yeas and nays on the motion to 
suspend the rules and adopt the preamble and resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordere(l. 
The question was taken; a.nd there were-yeas 1027 nays 21, not 

voting 166; as follows : 
YEAS-Messrs. Anderson, .Ashe, .Atkins, Banning, Black'burn, Bland, Blount, 

Boone, Bradford, Bright, John Young Brown, Buckner John H. Caldwell, Will
~ P. Caldwell, Campbell, Cason (;ate, John B. Clarke of Kentucky, John ll. 
Clark, jr., of Missouri, Clymer, Cochrane, Collins, Cook, Culberson, Cutler, Davis, 
De Boit, Dibrell~.-..Eden, ]'elton, Finley, Forney, Franklin, Fuller, Gause, Goode, 
Gunter, Robert .tlamilton, Hardenbergh, Hartridge, Hartzell, Hatcher, Henkle, 
Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Holman, Hooker, House, Hunton, Jenks, Thomas L. Jones, 
Franklin Landers, Levy, Lord, Luttrell, Lynde, Maish, McMn.hon, Metcalfe, Milli
ken~....Mms. Morrison, Neal, ParsonsiliPhelps, John F. Philips, Piper, Poppleton, Pot
ter, Nandal1, Rca, Reagnn, John Re' y, Rice, Riddle, John Robbins, William M.Rob
bins, Roberts, Miles Ross, Savage, Sayler, Scales, Sheakley,Singleton, William E. 
Smith, Southard, Sparks, Splinger, Stenl!er, Stone, Terry, Throckmorton, 'l'urney, 
Robert B. Vance, Walling, Erastus Wells, Whitthorne, Wigginton, Wike, James 
D. Williams, Jeremiah N. Williams, Yeates, aml Young-H)·~. 

NAYS-Messrs. Bagby, Banks, Bell, Bradley, Candler, Caswell, Chapin, Hancock, 
Hendee, Hurd, Frank Jones, Kehr, George M. Landers, Lewis, O'Brien, Schleicher, 
Thompr<on, Ward, James Williams, Willis, and Fernando Wood-21. 

NOT VOTING-Messrs. Atlams, .Ainsworth, George A. Ba.,.loy, John H. Bag
ley, jr., Jolm H. Baker, William H. Baker, Ballou, Bass, Beebe, BlaineJ Blair, Bliss, 
William R. Brown, Horatio C. Burchard, Samuel D. Burchard, Burleigh, Cabell, 
Cannon, Caulfield, Chitt-enden, Conger, Cowan, Cox, Crapo, Crounse, Danford, Dar
rail, Davy, Denison, Dobbins, Douj?las, Dunnell, Durand, Durham}.. Ea_!Iles, E~bert, 
Ellis, Ely, Evans, Faulkner, Fort, Foster, Freeman, Frost, ~e, uarneld, Giuson, 
Glover, Goodin, Hale, Andrew H. Hamilton, Haralson, Benj:J,mm W. Harris, Henry 
R. Harris, John T. HatTis, Harrison, Hathorn, Ha:vmond, Hays Henderson, Here
ford, .AbramS. Hewitt, HiB, Hoar, Ho.(!e, Hopkins, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hunter, Hurl
bot, Hyman, Joyce, Kasson, Kelley, Ketcham, Kimball, King, Knott~ Lamar, Lane, 
Lapham, Lawrence, Leavenworth, Le Moyna, Lynch, Edmund W. M. Mackey, L . 
.A. Mackey, Magoon, MacDonl;{all, McCrary, .McDill, McFarland, :Meade, Mluor, 
Money, Monroe, ::Mor"'an, Mutchler, Nash, New, Norton, Odell, Oliver, O'Neill, 
Packer, Pa~!e, Payne, "William A. Phillips, Pierce, Plaisted, Platt, Powell, Pratt, 
PurDian Rainey, James B. Reilly, Robinson, Sobieski Ross, Rusk, Sr1.mpson, Schu
maker, SeelyeJ.. Sinniclrson, SJemons, Smalls, A. Herr Smith, Spencer, Strait, Steven
son, Stowell, ;:-;wanu, T$Tbox, Teese, Thomas1 Thornburgh, Martin I. Townseml, 
'Vasbington Townsend, Tucker, Tufts, Van Vorlres, .Tohn L. Vance, Waddell, 

Wait, Waldron, Charles C. B. Walker, Gilbert C. Walker, .Alexander S. Wa1laco, 
John W. Wallace, Walsh, Warren, G.Wiloy Wells, Wheeler, White, Wbitehon e, 
Whiting, Wil1ard, Andrew Williams, .Alphens S. Williams, Charles G. Williams, 
William B. Williams Wilshire, Benjamin Wilson, James Wilson, .Alan Wood, jr., 
Woodburn, and Woodworlh-166. 

No quorum voted. 
Durin~ the roll-call the following a.nnouncementswere made: 
Mr. TuCKER. I am paired with the gentleman from Dlinois, Mr. 

BURCHARD, who, if present would vote in the negative, while I should 
vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am paired with the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. MAcDOUGALL. I do not know bow he would vote if he were 
present; I presume he would not vote at all. I would vote" ay." 

Mr. VAN VORHES. My colleague from Ohio, Mr. V ANCE7 is absent 
by order of the House. 

Mr. MORGAN. I am paired with the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. PLATI. If he were present I should vote "ay." 

Mr. AINSWORTH. I am paired with the gentleman from New 
York_, Mr. MILLER. If he were present he would vote "no," and I 
should vote "ay." 

The result of' the vote was announced as above stated..:._no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. O'BRIEN. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 
Mr. POPPLETON. I move a call of the House. 
Mr. O'BRIEN. Has the Chair announced the decision of the ques

tion on the call of the yeas and nays f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. No quorum ·having voted, there is no 

decision. 
Mr. O'NEILL. I move that the Hoiise adjourn; and on that mo

tion I call for the yeas a.nd nays. 
Mr. CLYMER. I ask unanimous consent to make a. report at this 

time from the Committee on Expenditures in the War Department. 
Mr. O'NEILL. I yield to my colleague for th~J.t purpose. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pending the motion to adjourn, the 

gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CLYltfER] asks unanimous con
sent to make a report from the Committee on Expenditures in the 
War Department. 

Mr. POPPLETON. I have no objection, provided the motion made 
by myself does not lose its proper standing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman's motion for a call of 
the House is still pending and will be taken up when the motion to 
adjourn is disposed of. The Chair hears no ohjection to allowing the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to submit his report. 

THE CHARGE AGAINST THE SPEAKER. 

Mr. CLYMER. I am clirected by the Committee on Expenditures 
in the 'Var Department to submit the report which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The Committee on Expenditures in the War Department, after full fnvMti"'a.tion 

into the charges malle against Ron. M. C. KERR, to the effect that the said kllnu, 
while a member of the Thirty-ninth Congress of the United States, in 1866, had nom
inated one Augmd;ns P. Greene, of New York, to an appointment in the re,gular 
Army of the United States, and in consideration of such appointment had received 
the sum of $450, woul<l submit that, upon a thorough inquiry into the facts, 
after full examination of Lawrence Harney, (the only Witness making the charge,) 
also of Augustus P. Greene and divers other witnesses, it appears that in 1866, while 
he was a member of the House of Representatives in the Thirts-ninth Congress, 
Mr. KERR did, in the exercise of his right or privilege M such Representative, nom
inate the said .Augustus P. Greene for an appointment in the regular Army ; that 
such nomination was made upon the application of said Greene, several Representa
tives from New York, including tbe member from his own district, being unable to 
present his name by reason of tlieir engagements in that regard to other persons de
sirou.'! of securing such appointment; thot said Greene was furnished with and 
showed to Mr. KERR letters of commendation and indorsement from many worthy 
and prominent citizens of New York, together with letters of indorsement from 
divers officers of the United Stat~ .Army; that additional indorsements from parties 
in New York with whomhewaspersonallyacquainted wererequiredbyMr. KERR; 
that such additional vouchers of Greene's worth and fitness were secured and pre
sented; that Bon. Mor~an Jones, at that time a member of Congress from Ne'v 
York, made application m person to Mr. KERR, soliciting at his bands the appoint
of Greene : that no application for the place bad been or ever was made to Mr. KEml 
by any citizen or resident of his own district; that the time within which such 
1ight of appointment could be exercised was about to exJ_>ire; that the appointment 
bad been tende.red by Mr. KERR to several of his constituency-at least two-and 
by each of these gentlemen it had been declined. It was under these circumstances 
that Mr. KERR conferred upon Greene the nomination for an appointment in the 
regular .Army, which, after examination before tbe proper board, was given biro· 
and your committee most emphatically declare their conviction of the perfect and 
absolute propriety of the action taken by Mr. KERR in. the premises. It does ap
pear from the testimony that the money, !50, was prod by Greene to Lawrence 
Harney upon assurance given by Harnoy that for tbe sum of ~ be (Harney) 
could secure the appointment; thil.t Harney dillreceivethemoneyfromGreene and 
reported to him that he had paid the same to Mr. KERR. 

'.rhis statement stands alone and unsupported. From the testimony of Greene it 
appears that he knows nothing of the transaction beyond the payment of the money 
by him to Harney. From the whole of the testimony, in the face of othor and con· 
flicti!!g statements made by Harney to divers persons in relation to the transaction, 
coupled with the connter.statements of other witnesses and the circumstances at
tending tbo transaction, your committee have found no flifficulty in reaching the 
conclusion that the charge, as made by Harney as to the yayment of the amount 
of money stated or any other sum to :Mr. KERR, for the obJect and purpose named, 
is unqualifiedly false; that Mr. KERR stands fully exonerated from all implication 
in anywise affecting his personal honor or official inte~ty. Yonr committee fiml 
nothing throughout the whole progress of this investigation to impair or detract 
from the well-established reputation that be enjoys for unquestioned personal in
tegrity an<l unsullied purity of official record. .Ail of which, together with the 
testimonL taken, is herewitn respectfully submitted as the unanimous action of all 
the mem ors present. HIESTER CLYMER. 

WM. M. ROBBINS. 
JO. C. S. BLACKBURN. 
L. DANFORD. 
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Mr. CLYMER. It is my great pleasure to believe that the report 

jnst read records not only the unanimous judgment of the members 
of this House, but that also of the whole people of the country. .As 
such, sir, I leave it without further comment, simply asking that it 
and the accompanying evidence may be printed. If there are others 
who desire to be heard on the report, I will be happy to give them an 
opportunity. I now yield to my colleague on the committee, the gen
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. DANFORD.] 

Mr. DANFORD. It affords me real pleasure to be able to subscribe 
to the report just read at the Clerk's desk, and I desire at the outset 
to say that I . do it not because of the unfortunate illness of Mr. KERR, 
but I do it because it is an act of simple justice to the man. 

I desire to call the attention of the House for a few minutes to what 
I deem were some of the unfortunate circumstances that surrounded 
Mr. KERR in connection with the charge of the witneSs Harney. The 
committee were met at the very threshold of this investigation with 
a somewhat singular fact. Mr. KERR, a resident of the State of In
diana, had conferred a valuable appointment, perhaps fnlly as valu
able as any appointment he bad tho privilege of controlling during 
that Congress, upon a resident .of. the State of New York. Mr. KERR, 
a democratic member of this House, conforred an appointment on a 
republican, a man with whom-as his testimony shows-be had no 
previous acquaintance, and a man that had no acquaintance in his 
district. 

These were the unfortunate circumstances that surrounded him at 
the very outset of this investigation ; and I will announce here for 
myself, and I believe for the entire committee, that had it not been 
for these unfortunate circumstances the committee would not have 
deemed it worth while to even enter upon the investigation. · 

The witness Harney, when be came before the committee, told a 
counected story, and one that in a cross-examination of four or five 
hours he in the main sustained, and which the House will see that be 
bad very little difficulty in sustaining. In the main be was telling 
the truth; and in that constituted the danger to Mr. KERR. It was 
true, as be stated, that Greene bad been appointed on Mr. KERR's rec
ommendation; and it was undoubtedly true, as he testified, as Greene 
also ~stified, that Mr. KERR's first a-cquaintance with Greene was upon 
the introduction of this man Harney. The appointment was made, 
and for ten years I presume that Mr. KERR had thought but little of 
it. The circumstance bad almost passed out of his mind, and when. 
some time in April last, he received through an anonymous letter 
notice that a report was being quietly circulated about the city of 
New York that he had been corrupted in the appointment of Greene, 
he naturally became anxious about the report. The committee met 
the fact of his anxiety also upon the very threshold of this examina
tion. They found that the personal friends of the Speaker had vis
ited Harney as well as Greene. 

These were the circumstances under which we put Harney upon 
the stand as a witness. I will not speak here of the testimony of 
Greene, for I believe that the committee are thoroughly satisfied that, 
to the best of his recollection, he swore entirely to tl1e truth. When 
this report, however, was being circulated, and when it came to the 
knowledge of Mr. KERR, he endeavored to find out the author of the 
anonymous letter. Knowing, ashe did, the circumstances of Greene's 
appointment, and although at the first blush it might seem rather an 
unnatural circumstance that a man occupying the position of Speaker 
of t.his House should go to work through his personal friends and 
through an attorney to hunt down the author of an anonymous let
ter, yet when we come to consider the feeble condition of the man, 
when we come to consider the toils with which by circumstances be 
was surrounded, his action was natural and was just what any man 
under the circumstances should have done . . 

Harney, as I have said, had but one falsehood to tell, and in that I 
repeat consisted the danger of this story. The falsehood was in say
ing that be had handed the amount he had undoubtedly received from 
Greene to Mr. KERR ; and this was the only circumstance and the only 
fact that in any way affected the honor or the integrity of Mr. KERR. 
Sir, there have been some charges made, and I desire in this connection 
to refer to the testimony of the witness Mr. JosephS. Moore, that this 
charge against Mr. KERR bad grown out of some conspiracy hatched 
in the city of New York, corruptly hatched for the purpose of break
ing down the reputation and character of the Speaker of this House. 
I want to address myself to this matter as contained in the testimony 
of Mr. M~ore. I do not and shall not refer to any newspaper articles 
upon the subject, but only to the testimony of Moore. After having 
visited the Speaker and after having learned the circumstances of 
the case, he returned to the city of New York, and after an interview 
with Harney he wrote a letter to the Speaker, in which he charac
terized this as a conspiracy; and when the Speaker came first before 
the committee and gave his informal statement and denial, he spoke 
of the matter as a conspiracy. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, upon that point I have but a word or two to say. 
This story of Harney's was no new invention. He told it ten years ago 
to Greene; and the evidence of a conspiracy is contained wholly and 
entirely in the testimony of the witness Harney. Moore based the 
facts upon which he based this charge of conspiracy upon what Har
ney had said to him. Moore testifies that when he first went to see 
Harney, Harney told him that he was pressed to make this statement. 

lle tells him likewise that his lips were sealed, and that if he de-

'sired to know anything more of the charge he must go to see his law
yer, Judge Dittenho:ffer. I believe we have the testimony of Moore 
as to the fact of his strange conduct upon that occasion; but the 
House will take notice that all this t~timony is the testimony of 
Harney alone. Moore testifies that Harney bad said to him on one 
occasion that Darling and Bliss and Davenport were insisting on his 
coming beforo the committee of the House and revealing this secret t 
but it will be remembered that Harney, on the witness-stand, denied 
having made any such decbration to Moore or any one else ; and 
whether he did so or not, I am authorized to say here that as far as 
these gentlemen are concerned it is wholly and entirely untrue as to 
any corrupt motives or any conspiracy. Then there is no testimony 
save the testimony of Harney himself, a witness whom we discredit 
in our report, a witness who has gotten up this falsehood, a witness 
who has, a-s we believe and say virtually in the report, perjured him
self on the witness-stand in the attempt to fasten this stain on Mr. 
KERR ; he is the only and solitary witness testifying to any fact or 
circumstance brought to the attention of the committee that looked 
to any one else having had a hand in this transaction but himself. 

I believe that this statement came from Harney in a very natural 
way. .As I remarked a moment ago, it is the story he told ten years 
ago to Greene. Greene himself testifies that Harney .stated that he 
paid the money to Mr. KERR, and he testified before the committee 
that during the winter, while the press was, perhaps, to UBe his own 
expression, "pitching into his employer" while these investigations 
were going on which the House and the country have been full of for 
the last six months, and while he was under some excitement in rela
tion to this transaction, he told the story he had told ten years ago to 
Greene, told it to Darling, and Darling told it to Bliss, and Bliss told 
the story, as he testified before a committee of the House, in New York 
some weeks ago to a member of this committee. 

I say, then, that the manner in which this charge came out from 
Harney was a perfectly natural course. He was only following up 
the story he had told to Greene ten years ago. When it was told · to 
these gentlemen, with the knowledge they had of the circumstances 
which surround the case which I have ah·eady detailed, they gave it 
naturally to the committee, and the committee have acted upon it, 
and acted in good faith. 

Now, a word just here in relation to Harney's testimony itself. .As 
I have said, he told a story that in the main was consistent with it
self; but fortunately for Mr. KERR we have been able by the testi
mony of a number of witnesses to contradict him in some matters 
testified to by him more or less material. 

In the first pla-ce, he was contradicted in the testimony of the wit
ness Moore, to which I have already referre!l. He was contradicted 
in his statement that he had never talked in relation to this matter 
to any other persons thru;t Mr. Darling; he was contradicted by the 
testimony of Mr. Shanks, a material and important witness, whose 
testimony was taken last Saturday, and who testified that he visited 
Harney and talked with him in relati<>'\1 to this charge, and that Har
ney said to him in reply to his question that he had never said that 
there was any money transaction between him and Mr. KERR, but 
that it was only the social relations that he referred to. Harney in 
his testimony on the witness-stand denied having ever talked to a 
newspaper reporter on this subject or in that direction :to any one. 
He denied that be had ever applied to any member of Congress to ap
point Mr. Greene because of any benefit that might accrue to him out 
of it. That was his testimony as given on the stand. One witness, 
Morgan Jones, testified that while a member of the same Congress 
Harney approached him in the interest of Greene, askin~ his appoint
ment, and saying that if it could be mooe it would be to his advantage, 
and he would have a nice present for the appointment. We have also 
the testimony of Meyer Strouse; also a member of the same Congress, 
who testified, by the way, that he was on intimate and familiar terms 
with the witness Harney; that Harney had applied to him for the 
appointment of Greene, saying that he might thereby make three 
or four hundred dollars. We have these contradictions of Harney on 
thesematerialmatters testified to by him. 

There is another matter that Harney had taken care to notice. He 
was cross-examined in relation to the rooms occupied by Mr. KERR 
during that session, and he was able in some way to give such a state
ment to the committee of the location and situation of the rooms oc
cupied by Mr. KERR at that time as that he was not contradicted. I 
have not been able to satisfy my mind as to whether it is not true 
as he testified that he had accompanied Greene to the rooms of Mr. 
KERR, although Greene testified positively that no such thing occurred, 
and Speaker. KERR is very confident and clear in his recollection also 
in the same direction. Harney was, however, fortified upon that, 
and on cross-examination his story was not disproved. I am hap· 
py, however, to say that in thecontra.dictionsof Harneyin his man
ner before the committee the committee were satisfied that he was 
not testifying to the truth. I have felt it my duty to say this as a 
member of the committee, having met this witness face to face, and 
it is a fact well known to every lawyer present at least, that it is 
half the question as to the value of a witness's testimony whether 
you can have him confront the jury or not. He was present and tes
tified to the committee, and I am happy to say that notwithstanding 
all these circumstances which I have detailed I have no idea that so 
far as the corruption of Mr. KERR is concerned there was one single 
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scintilla of truth in his testimoey. But it was a falsehood, taken ad
vantage of by a bad man for the purpose of blackening, or attempt
ing to blaeken, the reputation of a good man. [Applause.] 

Just here let me say one word, and the House will pardon me for 
saying it, in connection with investigations by committees of Con
gress and the manner in which they are conducted. An investiga
tion by a committee of Congress ruay be an instrument of great 
good in remedying evils tllat have crept into the public service, and 
likewise may result in great public benefit by unearthing villainies 
and scoundrelism generally. But when such investigatioru are made 
use of by a bad man like Ha.ruey for the purpoRe of blackening the 
reputation of an honored and esteemed citizen, they become the very 
worst instruments tha.t can be used in a country like ours. The testi
mony of Harney, his appearance before one of . our committees as a 
witness, in my judgment was the natural outgrowth of the investi
gations which have been conducted by some of the committees of 
this Houso during the last six months. 

We have seen such committees, composed either of ent.ire standing 
committees or of subcommittees, mousing around and dragging to 
public view the private correspondence of citizens, publishing the 
bank accounts of public men, without charges and without specifi
cation against them. I have thought at times, during the present 
session of this Congress, that in some quarters there was an evident 
feeling of gratification when a public official could be smirched. I 
remember reading some two months ago the bead-lines in a newspa
per, in which it was announced that " Grant is caught at last," fol
lowed by a dispatch actually rejoicing at the prospect that the Pres
ident of the United States had IJeen found, as they announced, con
cerned in some questionable transaction, referring in that case to the 
expenditure of money in connection with the New York election 
frauds-the President of the United States, whom we should all honor 
and respect for the position he occupies, a great soldier who led our 
armies from Donelson to Appomattox, from victory to final triumph, 
who is now in the last year of his second term as President of the 
United States, the successor of Washington, Jefferson, and Lincoln. 
Sir, it is a sad spectacle when any committee of the House of Repre
sentatives, or n.ny citizen of this country, can express gratification at 
the mere idea of connecting the President of the United States with 
any questionable tmnsaction. 

I remember another committee of this House that brought a cer
tain witness here to testify against the President of the United States 
in regard to the breaking up of the marital relations of that witness 
by the President. He came before that committee without one cor
roborating circumstance, without a single fact to support the testi
mony he was a!Jout to give. Yet, in the hope that the public char
acter and reputation of the President might be blasted or smirched 
forever, it might be his family relations broken up, a committee of 
this Congress felt called upon to bring before them this witness and 
examine him upon the subject, until they found he was a lunatic. 

I have in my mind at this fime a committee of this House that by 
the process of an officer of this House has gone to the office of one of 
the telegraph companies of the country and seized I do not know 
h.ow many hundred ponnds of telegraphic messages, indiscriminate, 
from citizens of all classes, in relation to private and public affairs 
alike, to be moused through and searched over by a committee of the 
Rouse of Representatives. · 

I ask is it wonderful that such conduct, such operations as . these, 
should beget an occasional Harney in the way perhaps of retaliation T 
I believe the man was carrupt, that he was bad, and I say from my 
heart that I believe such men as he are the worst class of men that 
can be found in our countJ:y. · 

I am happy to say, after going through all this t-estimony, after 
hearing the clear statement of Mr. KERR, after he gave to the com
mittee his satisfactory explanation of the appointment of Greene, that 
he had no applicants from his own district, that be offered it to two 
personal friends who declined, that the time for the appointment 
was dmwing to a close, that he made the appointment be did upon 
the application of his colleagues upon the floor of this House-l am 
happy to say that we all think the testimony is clear and conclusive 
as to the entire innocence and integrity of Mr. KERR in this matter. 

There is another thing, however, that weighs in my mind more than 
all these circumstances; that is, a good 11am.e, a name that he has 
borne in this Congress without reproach for many sessions. Has it 
come t.o this, that a man's ·good name shall conn t for nothing in this 
country f Our strength as a people, the perpetuity of our institutions 
depend upon tile character of the good men that we have produced. · 
I should be loath to believe that a.ny man occupying the high posi
tion that Mr. KERR occupies to-day before the country could be found 
guilty of any transaction like the one charged in this case. 

I hope that the vote in favor of this report will be the unanimous 
vote of this House, without one dissentient voice, that every gentle
man upon this floor who knows the Speaker of this House as we all 
know him will join in wiping out this attempted stain upon his 
character and reputation. I trust that by our action here to-day we 
will enter our protest against thls wholesale slander of public men, 
and enable Mr. KERR to present to his count rymen, to this House, 
that has elevated him to the third highest posit.ion in our Govern
ment, a character that will enable him to say to every one hereafter, 
"My fame is as white as it was before the breath of this scandal 
touched it." It is our duty to him, as a· just and upright man, to 

adopt thi.s report without a single dissenting voice, so that he may 
be hereafter, as he has been in the past, au honor to his country, a 
tower of strength to his colleagues upon thi floor, and a comfort 
and consolation and pride to his wife and children. Mr. Speaker, I 
now ask the adopt.ion of this report. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I do not desire to say a word on this subject, but 
only to afford t.o my colleague on the committee, the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. DANFORD,] the opportunity to say that wllich I am sati~
fied he bas only failed to say IJy inadvertence. In reference to the fact 
thatGreene,ofNewYork, the appointeeinquestion, was a republican
one. of the circumstances wbi~ll tended to give color to the charge 
agamst Mr. KERR. I only destre that my colleague on the commit
tee might a{}d, as part of his own utterance, that it appears in testi
mony thn.t two men-one named .Jackson, mentioned by the Speaker 
in his evidence before the committee, and the other Williams, com
municating with us by letter from Princeton, Indiana-both had the 
appointment tendered to them by Mr. KERR, and both declined. They 
were bot.h then republicans, and one at least is now. 

Mr. DANFORD. Certainly, that i~:~ true; and while Greene was a 
republican, several members from New York-M:r. JONES and one or 
two others-who n.pplied to Mr. KERR for the appointment of Greene 
were democrats. The testimony likewise shows that Greene brought 
to him recommendations from prominent citizens of the city allll 
State of New York witllout regard to party. 

.Mr. CLYMER. I yield to the gentleman from Illinois, [.Mr. HURL
BUT.] 

Mr. HURLBUT. Mr. Speaker, the reputation of our public men is 
among the best riches of the country, and the man or men who would 
unjustly and untruly detract from the reputation of any public man 
not only directs a stab at the character of the person attacked, but is 
doing the utmost mischief to the fa.ir fame and success of the nation. 

I did not wait for this report. With me the long record of an hon
orable life outweighs and ha-s outweighed all these loose defamers 
that tllis baser time encourages upon the track of detraction and scan
dal. I only rise on this occasion to express hy my voice, aud by ruy 
vote which is to come, the idea that for one, as an American Repre
sentative, having before my e.ves the honor of the people ana the 
honor of this House which is the honor of the people, I am glad hero 
to be able from the heart to say that, whatevershadow this moment
ary imputation may have caat upon the days of the distinguisbc1l 
Speaker of this Honse, days which some of us fear are numbcreu al
ready, yet let it go forth by the unanimous voice of tbe people through 
their Representatives that the regis of a long and honorable life hn.s 
protected him from the envenomed shaft of malice; that the clond is 
removed; and that if his sun goes down, it shall go down in fltll honor 
and esteem from all honorable men of whatever party. [General ap
plause.] 

.Mr. CLYMER. I ask the previous question on the adoption of this 
report. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I ask that the question on the adoption of the 

report be taken by a rising vote. 
Mr. CLYMER. I hope that will be done. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I trust the suggestion of the gentleman from 

Ohio [Mr. GARFmLi>] will be adopted. 
The affirmative vote being c~lled for, all the members -present rose. 
Mr. BANKS. Let there be a count; it makes a record. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I ask unanimous consent that it be entered on 

the record that the report was unanimously adopted .. 
Mr. MILLIKEN. By a rising vote. 
Mr. CAULFIELD. I move that the count be dispensed with. 
The SPEAKER pro ternpm·e. Unless there be objection tbat will be 

done, and tbe record suggested by the gentleman from .Ohio will be · 
entered. 

1\lr. BANKS. There should be a coUJlt of the votes; it makes a 
record. 

The negative vote having been called for and no member rising, the 
result was announced-ayes 210, noes none. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The report is adopted by a unanimous 
vote. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I renew my request that it be recorded that the 
report was adopted unanimously by a rising vot,e. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will be so recorded. 
Mr. CLYMER. I ask that the report and the accompanying testi

mony be printed. 
There bein~ no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 
Mr. LEAVENWORTH. It seems to me, Mr. Spea.ker, that it would 

be highly proper that this Honse should furnish to Mr. KERR in the 
most formal manner a certified copy of our proceedings on this occasion. 
I move that such copy be furnished to him by the Clerk of this House. 

The SPE.AKERp1·o ternpo1·e. The gentleman from Now York moves 
that the Clerk of this House furnish the Speaker of the House in the 
most formal way a certification of the proceedings on the report of 
the Committee on Expenditures in the War Department. Ths Chair 
bea.rs no objection, and that order is made. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ques~ion now recurs on the mo
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. O'NEILL] that the 
Honse adjoum. Does he withdraw it Y 
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Mr. O'NEILL. I agreed to yield to the gentleman from New York, 

[1\ir. WILLIS,] who desires to finish his speech on the Geneva award. 
Mr. LORD. I move that the House now resume the consideration 

of the bill for the distribution of the unappropriated moneys of the 
Geneva award. 

Mr. HURLBUT. In view of the peculiar circumstances attending 
the adopt.ion of the report just agreed to there ought to be no fur
ther business to-day. 

Mr. LORD. I think so, too. 
Mr. O'NEILL. I insist on my motion to niljourn. I do not think 

the House desires to transact further business to-day. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of their clerks, in
formed the House that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 525) to 
amend section 994 of the Revised Statutes relating to justices of th~ 
peace in the District of Columbia; in which the concurrence of the 
Honse wa-s requeste~. 

J. A. YECKLEY. 
Mr. DURHAM, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

3724) for the relief of First LieutenantJ. A. Yeckley, Twentieth United 
States Inf::tntry; which was read a first and s~cond time, referred to 
the Committee on 'Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF THE REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. PAGE, by un:1nimous consent, intr~duceda bill (H. R. 3725) to 
amend sections 5185 and 5186 of the Revised Statutes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, aud ordered to be printed. 

FORT SILL. 

Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, reported back from the Com
mittee on Military Affairs a letter from Colonel Mackenzie, relative to 
matters at Fort Sill; which was recommitted to the Committee on 
Mililary Affairs, aud ordered to be printed. 

SALE OF MILITIA ARMS. . 

Mr. BANNING also, by unanimous consent, presented the petition 
of B. Kittredge & Co., of Cincinnati; John L. Moore's Sons, of New 
York, and other wholesale dealers in military and sport.ing arms in 
Saint Louis, New Orleans, and Philadelphia, setting forth that new 
and good arms issued by the General Government to the StaLes for 
the arm:1ment of the militia, bearjng the inspection-mark of the Gov
ernment, have been thrown upon the market in the city of New York 
and other pl:wes, :1nd asking for legislation preventing executives in 
States from selling arms i~sued for the armament of the militia; 
whjch was referred to the Committee ou the· Militia. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was given as follows: 
To Mr. BRADLEY for ten days; 
To Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois, for one week; 
To .Mr. BLAIR for five days; 
To Ur. SCALES for ten days; and 
To .Mr. AsHE for two weeks. 

GENERAL LAFAYETTE'S GRANDSON. 

The SPEAKER pro tentpore. The Chair desires to lay before the 
House the following letter from Thurlow Weed. 

The Clerk read :1s follows: 
NEW YORK, June 9, 1876. 

MY DEAR Srn: Half a century ago General ta.fayette revisitecl America., and 
as th!j guest of the nation made a. triumphal tom· of the States. As you know by 
reauing and trnditiou, the a.fi'ection and enthuaiasm and gratitude awakened by that 
visit have no parallel in the world's history. Would it not be equally appropriate 
auC. wise half n. century after the visit of his grandfathrr to invit.e Oscar Lafayette 
as the guest of the n.'\tion to attend the centennial anniversary of our Independ
ence1 

Our committee has decided to invite M. Lafayett-e, but it has occurred to me that 
Congress might think prop!jr to give broader and deeper effect to a patriotic idea. 

Very truly yours, 
THURLOW WEED. 

Ron. S. S. Cox. 

The letter was reforred to the Committee on the Cent.ennial Expo
sition. 

The question was then taken on Mr. O'NEILL's motion that the 
House a.djourn, a.nd it was agreed to-ayes 94, noes 42. 

The House accordingly (at three o'clock and forty-five minutes p. 
m.) adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following memorials, petitions, and other pa,pers wer~ presented 
n.t the Clerk's desk under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BAl\I'NL.~G: The petition of Alvah W. Hicks, for compen
sation for extraordinary, perilous, and va-luable setvices in running 
the blockade at Fort Pillow in J nne, 1862, to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs. . 

Also, the petition of Lows Sonntag, of Company I, Third New Jer
sey Cavalry, that the records of the War Department be so changed 
as to show·that he was honorably discharged from the Army, to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. BRADLEY: The petition of John H. Rnssell, that Congress 
confirm to him the location of certain l:mds at the Hot Springs, Ar-

kansas, and vest the title to the same in him, to the Committee on 
Public Lands: 

By Mr. JENKS: A paper relating to a post-route from Brockway
ville, via Dubois, to Luthershnrgh, Pennsylvania, to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

lly Mr. McCRARY : The petition of Thaddeus S. Stewart, for action 
upon his pet.ition for a pension, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PLAISTED: The petition of Samuel Kealiber, for a pen
sion, to the Committ-ee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. SAVAGE: Papers relating to the cln.im ofT. Worthington, 
late colonel Forty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, to the Committee 
on Militnxy Affairs. . 

By Mr. ·wALLACE, of Pennsylvania: Petitions for the acknowl
edgment of God and Ch1·istianity in the Constitution of the United 
Stat.es, signed by 1,083 persons residing in the States of Kansas, Ne
braska, California, Oregon, and Colorado and Wa.shlngton Territo
ries, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petitions of similar import, signed by 3,645 persons residing 
in the States of Wisconsin, Iowa, and Missouri, to the same com-
mittee. · 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

TUESDAY, June 13, 1876. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Pmyer by the Chaplain, Rev. 

I. L. TOWNSEND. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

GO-SI UTES. 

Th~ SPEAKER pro tempo·re, by unanimous consent, laid before the 
House a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting au es
timate of an appropriation for the removal of t.Le Go-si Utes to the 
Uinta.h reservation ; which was referred to the Committee on Appro
priations. 

TAX ON DOMESTIC BEERS. 

:Mr. HANCOCK, by unanimous consent, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
:md .Means : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be, and hereby are, directecl 
to inquire into the propriety of relieving from roxation all domestic, formentcrl, 
or brewed beers. 

LAND CLAIMS lli FLORIDA, LOUISIANA, .AND MISSOUIU. 

1\Ir. WELLS, of Missonri, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 3726) to extend tbe provisions of an act ent.itled "An net 
for the final adjustment of land claims in the Smtes of Florid~t, Louisi
ana., and Missouri, and for other purposes ; " which was re:1d a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

J.Al\fES ~1. SEEDS. 

Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Mili
tary Affairs, reported back, with an amendment, the bill (H. R. No.1578) 
for the relief of James M. Seeds, and moved that the bill, as amended, 
and the accompanying report, be printed, and referred to the Com
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 
H. NELSON. 

Mr. JOlli~ REILLY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported back, with an adverse recommendation, 
the bill (H. R. No. 1395) for the relief of H. Nelson, of the county of 
Warren, State of Peunsy l vn.nia; and the same was laid on the table, 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 

PATRICK O'CO:NNELL. 

Mr. JOHN REILLY also, by unanimous consent, from the same 
committee, rep11rted back, with an adverse recommendation, the pe
tition of Patrick O'Connell, late captain Company F, First Ohio Vol
unteer Infantry; and the same was lruu on the table, and the accom
panying report ordered to be printed. 

POST-OFl?ICE APPROPR.IATIOY BILL. 

Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee ou Appropriations, reported 
back the bill (H. R. No. 32G3) making appropriations for the service 
of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1877, 
and for other purposes, wit.h Senate amendments, with Lhe recom
mendation that the amendments of the Senate be non-concurred in. 

The amendments of the Senate were non-concurred in. 
.Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote by whicll the Senate 

amendments were non-concurred in ; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be Ja,id on the table. 

The latter motion was abrreed to. 
l\1ARY E. SHELTO:Y. 

Mr. TERRY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Mili
tary Affairs, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 1661) for the relief of 
Mary E. Shelton, and moved that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, and that it be referred to th~ 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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