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I have no particular interest in opposing this proposition; I merely 

desire that the ruling shall be correct. Rather than have a wrong 
decision, I would prefer that the matter should come in by unani­
mous consent. In the decision of Mr. Speaker BLAn~oTE, when General 
Beatty raised this question, the Chair will find a very full and inter­
esting discussion of this whole subject. 

Mr. SINGLETON. It seems to me the objection comes too late. 
If it had been made yesterday, when the report from the Committee 
on Printing was first brought up for consideration, perhaps it would 
have been well taken. We propose 11ow to report back a resolution 
which wa-s recommitted to the Committee on Printing in accordance 
with the instructions of the House, ancl that certainly is in order. 

Mr. RANDALL. I suggest to the gentleman from Mississippi that 
he can escape all difficulty in this connection by now moving to re­
consider the vote by which this subject was recommitted. 

Mr. HOAR. That will cover it. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 

subject was recommitted to the Committee on Printing. 
Mr. RANDALL. Pending t.hat motion, I move the House adjourn. 
The SPEAKER p1·o tempm·e. The Chair would r,ladly postpone 

any ruling in reference to these'' mattersofprinting 'and their priv­
ileges. The case referred to by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
broogbt in by Mr. Beatty, of Ohio, is remembered by the Chair. At 
that time, as the Chair thinks, Mr. Speaker BLA.Th'E overruled previous 
decisions. That is the present impression of the Chair. He would 
be glad, if he could, to have this matter p tponed or not ruled on, 
until a thorough examination of previous rnling.s could be made. 
The Chair would add that in his position as a mere locum tenens he 
craves the forbearance of the House in rulings so frequently eo instanti. 

Mr. RANDALL. The motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
subject was recommitted does not involve the decision of the ques­
tion at all. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I raised the point of order against there­
ception of the report from the Committee on Printing, and that point 
did not come too late, as it bas been frequently held that it is in time 
to raise the point of order until after the proposition has been read. 

Mr. RAI\TDALL. This question was considered yeste1·day on are­
port from the Committee on Printing. That committee reported for 
the action of the House three resolutions, two of which were adopted 
and the third recommitted to the Committee on Printing with in­
structions. In my judgment, it is now entirely competent for the 
gentleman from Mississippi, from the Committee on Printing, to re­
port back that resolution under the instructions with which it was 
recommitted. To avoid all question, however, he bas moved tore­
consider the vote by which the resolution was recommitted. That 
has been done time and again. 

Mr. HALE. I rise to the point of order that the gentleman from 
Mississippi cannot now take this method of bringing the matter np 
on a ·motion to recoDBider. Yesterday the subject was recommitted 
to t-he Committee on Printing, and that committee bas to-day already 
reported it back. It has therefore gone beyond any st.age where they 
can select the manner of bringing it up by a motion to reconsider. 
The ruling of the Chair, therefore, must be whether the report of the 
committee as made by the gentleman from Mississippi can be con­
sidered at once unless by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER p?'O teni]Jore. The Chair sustains the point of order 
of the gentleman from Maine. He is evidently right in saying that 
the committee to-day has reported it back. The gentleman from Mis­
sissippi has to-day s_ubmitted his report, and therefore it has gone 
beyond the stage when a motion to reconsider will lie. The commit­
tee having reported the matter back, it" comes up bef01·e the House on 
that report. It being before us, can a motion to reconsider its recom­
mitment be in order! 

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. 'l'be subject was up by unanimous 
consent yesterday. The pro.J?osition now is to report again from the 
Committee on Printing. It IS now a new proposition. 

The SPEAKER p1'0 tentpore. The Chair sustains the point of order 
made by the gentleman from Maine, as it is evidently correct. The 
committee having reported the subject back to the Honse, the motion 
(according to his point of order) to reconsider the recommittal does 
not lie. . 

Mr. RANDALL. Does the Chair say the gentleman from Missis­
sippi ba8 no right to enter a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was recommitted to that committee on yesterday 7 

The SPEAKER pro tempo-re. Not after the committee has reported 
the subject back to the House. 

Mr. RANDALL. The question of order was raised against there~ 
ception of the report, aud to avoid that difficulty the motion tore­
consider was made by the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. WIL~ON, of Iowa. I have raised the point of order against 
the reception of the report, and that point of order is still pending, 
the Speaker not having decided it. 

Mr. RANDALL. The point of order has been raised against there­
ception of the report, that it was not an ordinary report from the 
Committee on Printing, which could be made at any time, but that 
the report was of a proposition changing existing law, which could 
only come in by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER p1·o tempm·e. This matter was before the Honse 
without olljection, by unanimous consent, when the point of order 
was made against it. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I withdraw the motion to reconsider. 
Mr. RANDALL. No; the report and then the motion to recoDBider 

is in order. 
Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I objected to the reception of the report 

as soon as it was stated to the Honse, and my point of order is per­
fectly good until the proposition was read. 

The SPEAKER p?'O tempore. This report is before the House, and 
will come up to-morrow as the unfinished business. 

Mr. RANDALL's motion was agreed to; and then (at five o'clock and 
fifteen minutes p. m.) the Honse adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were presented 
at the Clerk's desk under the rule, and referred as stated: 

By Mr. BASS: Remonstrance of Robert Dunbar and other citizens 
of Buffalo, New York, against the passage of the Morrison tariff bill, 
to the Commiteee of Ways and Means. 

Also, remonstrance of R. H. Plumb and 100 other citizens of Buf­
falo, New York, of similar import, to the same committee. 

Also, remonstrance of George W. Tifft, Sons & Co., and 100 other 
citizens of Buffalo, New York, of similar import, to the same committee. 

By Mr. CASON: The petition of dealers in tobacco of Crawfords­
ville, Indiana, that the law remain unchanged regulating the mode 
of packing tobacco, to the same committee. 

By Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky: The petition of George W. Morse, 
for compeDBation on account of labor and money expended in invent­
ing the modern metallic center-fire cartridge system of breech-load­
ing fire-arms adopted by the United States Army, to the Committee 
on Patents. 

By 1\Ir. GARFIELD: The petition of the faculty of Dartmouth Col­
lege, in relation to the metric system and its adoption for use in the 
United States, to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measmes. 

By Mr. GOODE: Papers"relating to the claim of James E. Rozier, 
for compensation for the destruction of an oyster-bed by dredging by 
orders of the commandant of the Norfolk navy-yard, to the Commit­
tee of Claims. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts: The petition of John W. Gard­
ner, a passed assistant engineer United States Navy, that his pay in 
his present grade may commence at the time the vacancy occurred to 
which he was promoted, to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: The petition of Hemy Dart & Sons and 
other citizflns of Rock Island, Illinois, that the law regulating the 
manner of packing tobacco remain unchanged, to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LEAVENWORTH: The petition of Hile & Aldrich and 
others, of Syracuse, New York, of similar import, to the same com­
mittee. 

By Mr. MILLER: Petitions for the acknowledgment of God and 
Christianity in the CoDBtitution of the United States, signed by 3,219 
persons from the St.ates of New York and New Jersey, to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RIDDLE: A paper relating to the establishment of post­
routes from Cartha~e via Snow Creek to Chestnut Mound, Tennessee, 
and from Chestnut .1.\Iound via Granville to Flynn's Lick, Tennessee, 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. SOUTHARD: Memorial of the officers of the Academy of 
Medicine of Zanesville, Ohio, protesting against the passage of the 
bill to incorporate the National Surgical Institute of the District of 
Columbia, to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania: RemoDBtrance of Samuel 
Riddle & Son, J. M. & D. Lewis, Liely & Co.J Burnley & Co., James 
Barton, jr., and 315 other manufacturers and workingmen of Dela­
ware COtmty, Pennsylvania, a.gainst the reduction of Import duties 
upon foreign goods which enter into competition with their respect­
ive manufactures, to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By :Mr. TUFTS: The petition of manufacturers and dealers in 
tobacco of Muscatine, Iowa, against any change in the law regulat­
ing the manner of packing tobacco, to the same committee. 

By Mr. 'VIKE: The petition of manufacturers and dealers in to­
bacco of Quincy, Illinois, of similar import, to the same committee. 

IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, May 18, 1876. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Representatives were sever- . 
ally read twice by their titles and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia: 

A bill (H. R. No. 2604) to incorporate the Suburban Railroad Com­
pany of the District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. No. 2881) to authorize the establishment of a certain 
free public highway in the District of Columbia, and for other pur­
poses; 
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A bill (H. R. No. 3046) to amend the law with respect to wills, to 
regulate the transaction of probate business in the supreme court of 
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 3435) providing for the adjustment of claims against 
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes. 

ROBERT SMALLS. 

Mr. MORTON. Although it is not in order at this time, as I see 
the Senator from Maryland [Mr. WHYTE] in his seat I should like to 
enter a motion to reconsider the vote agreeing to a report made by 
him yesterday from the Committee on Naval A.tlairs adversely on the 
petition of Robert Smalls, of South Carolina, praying an allowance 
of prize-money for the capture of the steamer Planter in 1862. If 
there is no objection on the part of the Senator, I move to have the 
vote by which the report was concurred in reconsidered, and that the 
petition be recommitted to the committee in order that an additional 
statement may be presented in regard to the claim. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection f The Chair hears 
none, and that order is made by unanimous consent. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. ENGLISH presented the memorial of Messrs. Bush well & Dewell, 
and other citizens of New Haven, Connecticut, remonstrating against 
any change in the law regulating the mode of packing tobacco; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BURNSIDE presented t;he petition of George G. Stillman and 
other~:;, of Westerly, Rhode Island, praying an amendment to the river 
and harbor appropriation bill authorizing an appropriation to com­
plete the improvement in Little Narraganset Bay, as recommended 
by General Warren; which was referred to the Committee on Com­
merce. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Committee on Public Build­
ings and Grounds, who were directed by.a resolution of the Senate 
to inqniro into the jail accommodations of the District of Columbia, 
reported a bill (S. No. 842) authorizing the commissioners of the Dis­
tnct of Columbia to romove the jail in Judiciary Square to grounds 
near to the Washington Asylum for the use of the District; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. SAULSBURY, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post­
Roads, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 308) for the relief of 
B. .D. Morton, of Clarkesville, Virginia, reported adversely thereon; 
and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee onPost-Officesand Post-Roads, 
to whom was referred the petition of Matthew Callaghan, praying 
compensation for having originated and furnished the Post-Office 
Department with the plan now in use for the return to the writer of 
letters not delivered to the person addressed, submitted an adverse 
report thereon; which was agreed to and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONKLING, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 702) to change the name of the steam­
propeller Senator Mike Norton to America, reported it without amend­
ment. 

Mr. BURNSIDE, from the Committee on Military Affairs1 to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill (S. No. 843) establishing the 
rank of the Paymaster-General; which was read and passed to the sec­
ond reading. 

Mr. SARGENT. I am instructed by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 841) for the relief of 
Bayse N. Westcott, to report it back adversely. My colleague on the 
committee [Mr. CoNOVER] desires to make a minority report, and 
therefore I ask that the bill go on the Calendar. 

Mr. CONOVER. I present the views of the minority to go with 
the bill on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal­
endar, and the views of the minority will be printed. 

Mr. BRUCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re­
ferred thirteen petitions of citizens of Ne~ York, late soldiers in the 
Union Army, praying for an amendment to the pension laws so as to 
extend the time in which to make application for arrears of pensions 
to July 4, 1876, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
agreed to and ordered to be printed. · 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 1944) granting a pension to Njram W. Pratt, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was or­
dered to be printed. 

Mr. WADLEIGH, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re­
ferred the petition of Nathaniel P. Harbin, of Georgia, praying com­
pensation for certain property seized and taken possession of by U nlted 
States troops during the late war, submitted a report thereon, accom­
panied by a bill (S. No. 844) for the relief of Nathaniel P. Harbin, of 
Georgia. 

The bill was read and passed to the second reading, and the report 
was ordered to be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MAXEY. I ask unanimous consent to introduce a bill to be re­
ferred to the Committee on Claims. I will state for the information 
of the chairman of the committee that a bill was originally intro­
duced for the relief of Mr. Wood ward and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, anu by them retnrne<.l anu tho case tranl:!ferretl to 

the Committee on Claims. The object of the bill which I now intro­
duce is to correct an error in the bill which is already before the Com­
mittee on Claims. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
845) for the relief of W. H. Woodward, of Indianola, Texas; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 846) to punish the counterfeiting of trade­
mark goods and the sale or dealing in of counterfeit trade-mark. 
~oods; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany­
mg papers, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 847) for the relief of the heirs of 
Captain Joshua Chamberlain; which was read twice by its title, re­
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

~!r. NORWOOD (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob­
t~ined, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 848) for the relief of William 
Battersby; which was read twice by its title, referred to the Commit­
tee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENSON (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 849) for the relief of the 
Choctaw Nation of Indians; which was read twice by its title, 1·eferred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN ..U."D REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr, CONKLING, it was 
Ordered, That the papers relative to the application of the heirs of Captain J oshna 

rChamberlain be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. STEVENSON, it wa.s 
Ordn'ed, That Elizabeth M. Dittoe have leave to withdraw her petition and ac­

companying papers from the files of the ~nate. 

SALMON FISHERIES ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 

Mr. MITCHELL submitted the following resolution; which was con­
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Re8olved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to inq.nire into the 
extent and condition of the salmon fisheries on the Columbia River m Oregon and 
Washington Territory, and report to the Senate, by bill or otherwise, suoii meas­
ure as, in its judgment, is expedient and proper for the regulation of such fisheries 
and the artificial hatching of salmon in such river. 

CLAIMS FOR ARMY SUPPLIES. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera­
tion of House bill No. 1218, of which I spoke yesterday, stating the 
importance of action upon it at the very earliest moment. 

Mr. SARGENT. It is very well understood that the legislative sM­
sion was extended half an· hour longer this morning on my motion, 
my purpose being to call up a bill very important in reference to my 
own State, which will not lead to much discussion. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I will state to the Senator from California that 
this bill will lead to no discussion at all. It was reported at the last 
session of Congress, and it has come to us from the House of Repre­
sentatives at this session. It includes claims reported from the Treas­
ury Department eighteen months ago. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think there are a large number of items in th'3 
bill, are there not' 

Mr. WRIGHT. It will take no longer to read the bill now than at 
any other time, and it is a matter of great importance. 

Mr. SARGENT. I only hope that I may have some time during the 
morning hour to call up the bill to which I have referred. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I will cheerfully assist the Senator in getting up 
his bill. I do not think there will be any trouble about it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of 
the Senator from Iowa to proceed to the consideration of the bill 
which he has named. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 1218) making ap­
propriations for the payment of claims reported to Congress, under 
section 2 of the act approved June 16, 1874, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LICK OBSERVATORY. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move to proceed to the consideration of Senate 
bill No. fJ77. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S.No.fJ77) granting a site 
for an observatory to the trustees of the Lick Observatory of the aatro­
nomical department of the University of California was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The :first section recites that James Lick, of San Francisco, Califor­
nia, has by deed of trust given a large sum of money for the erection 
and equipment of an observatory, dedicating the same to the astro­
nomical department of the University of California for scientific and 
educational purposes, and has selected Mount Hamilton, in the county 
of Santa Clara, as the site for the observatory, and which is situate . 
on the public lands of the United States, in township 7 south aud 
range 3 east, Mount Diablo meridian, and reserves from ale or dis­
posal nnder the general laws of the United States secLion !>,the north 
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half of section 10, the south half of section 3, the fractional north half 
of section 16, and the fractional section 17, in that township. 

Section 2 grant.s so much of said land as is not already granted or 
disposed of by the United States, to wit, section 9, the north half of 
eection 10, the south half of section 3, and fractional section 17, to the 
trustees of the Lick Observatory of the astronomical department of 
the University of California, with authority and in trust to convey 
the same to the regents of the University of California, and their suc­
cessors, in trust for the use and benefit of the astronomical depart­
ment of the University of California. · 

The Committee on Public Lands reported an amendment to insert 
at the end of section 2 the following: 

Provided, That if the laml herein granted shall be used for any other purpose 
than the site of said observatory, ana the necessary purposes in connection there­
with, the same shall revert to the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to. . 
Mr. SARGI<~NT. In line 15 of section 1, I move to strike out the 

words "the fractional north half of section 16." It is not granted by 
the bill, but reserved for school purposes. I see no object in retain­
ing the words, and therefore move to strike them out. 

'fhe motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BOOTH. I move to strike out section 3 of the bill. It is un­

necessary here; but it is the usual formality in California to provide 
that an act shall take effect from and after its passage. . 

Mr. SARGENT. That section should go out. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-

ments were concurred in. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to have the last section read. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The section will be reported. 
The Chief Clerk read section 2 of the bill. 
Mr. "ED~lUNDS. I want to inquire if there is .a provision which 

requires the land to be used exclusively for the purpose, and reserves 
the right to withdraw the grant if it be not 7 

Mr. SARGENT. '!'here is. 
The Gbief Clerk read the following amendment made to the bi11 : 
Provided, That if the land herein granted shall be used for any other purpose 

than tho site of said Qbservatory, and the necessary purposes in connection there­
with, the same shall revert to the United States. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. All right. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 

third time, and passed. 
EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK OF PITISBURGH. 

Mr. WALLACE. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera­
tion of House bill No. 201~. 

The motion was agreed to ; and the bill (H. R. No. 2018) to author­
ize the Exchange National Bank of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to im­
prove certain real estate was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It provides that the Exchange National Bank of Pittsburgh shall 
have power and authority to hold, improve, and lease that lot or piece 
of ground situate on Fifth avenue and Diamond street, in the city of 
Pittsburgh, adjoining the property owned and used by the corpora­
tion a-s its banking-house; the lot, the improvement of which is au­
thorized, having been owned by the institulion during its existence 
under a State charter and since its organization as a national bank. 
Nofunds of the bank, except its SUI'plus beyond the amount required 
to be retained by section 5199 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, are to be applied to said improvement. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

1rfiSSISSIPPI-ELECTION INVESTIGATION. 

Mr. MORTON. I offer the following resolut.ion: 
Resolved, That the special committee heretofore appointed by the Sen a to to inves­

~,/L~~ the late election mMississippi be instructed to investigate also tbo late alleged 
· g of people and outrages committed near the Mississippi and Louisiana line, 

and on and near Bayou Tunica, and on Red River ; and that, for this purpose, the 
committee shall have all the power and authority conferred by the original resolu· 
tion for their appointment. 

I should like to read in connection with the resolution the follow­
ing dispatch received by Governor Kellogg, who is now in the city, 
late last night from H. C. Clarke, his private secretary: 

To Governor KELLOGG, 
NEW ORLEANS, May 17, 1876. 

Wulard's Hotel, Washingt.on, D. 0. : 
Watson, SU.{'ervisor registration, Swaizie's son, and other colored fugitives from 

Feliciana, arnved; details horrible; two young colore£l girls taken from church at 
Ivens place two miles Mississippi line, Sunday, amlravished to death hv young white 
men from Mississippi. About six white men known to be killed, ami nearly sixty 
colored men hanged or shot up to Tuesday night. .A.t Bayou Tunica four hun· 
dre<l colored and about the same number whites are under arms. the Bayou be­
t~een them, colored men resi~ting passage of Bayou by white regulatm'S. 'If com­
mittee comes, cannot they be mstruoted to take testimony1 

H. C. CLARKE. 
The re·solution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 

RECEIVERS OF NATIONAL BANKS. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Calendar be now taken up for 
unobjected cases. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is some necessity for acting on a bill au­
thorizing the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for 
other purposes, which bas been reported for some time. If it is ob­
ject-ed to, I will not i.asist on it now. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not object; but it occurs to me that if we go 
to the Calendar we shall get all the unobjected cases out of the way; 
ancl there are a great many of them. I will not object to this bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to take up House bill No. 2441. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. No. 2441) authoriz­

ing the appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other 
purposes, was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported by the Committee on Finance with amend­
ments. 

The first amendment was in section 2, line 8, after the word " ·cred­
itor,'' to strike out " on his own behalf, or ;" after the word " and'' in 
the same line, to insert " of all," and in line 11, after the word " dis­
trict," to strike out "within which any of the shareholders may reside 
or be found, or," so as to read : 

That when any national-banking association shall have gone intp liquidation 
nnder the provisions of section 5220 of said statutes, the individualllability of the 
shareholders provided for by section 5151 of said statutes may be enforced by any 
creditor of such association, by bill in equity, in the nature of a creditors' bill, 
brought by such creditor, on behalf of himself and of all other creditors of the asso­
ciation, against the shareholders thereof, in any court of the United States having 
original jurisdiction in equity for the district in which such association may have 
been located or established. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in section 3, after the word "on" in line 

17 to insert : 
Or, if no newspaper is there published, in the newspaper published nearest 

thereto. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to strike out the fourth section of the 

bill in the following words : 
SEc. 4. That the Comptroller may, if, in his judgmen~ the interests of creditors 

or of shareholders of national banks which are in the nands of receivers will be 
promoted thereby, invest the money of such associations which may be on deposit 
with the Treasurer of the United States, subject to the order of the Comptroller, 
in interest· bearing bonds of the United States, which may be subse<Juently sold by 
him, and the interest accruin~.on such bonds, to&:ether with the pnncipal thereof, 
be distributed amon~ the creaitors and sha.roholaers, with the avails ot the other 
assets, as prescribed oy law. _ 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in ~ection [5] 4, line 5, to insert after the 

wm;d "shall." the words "neglect or;" so as to read: 
That if any shareholder or shareholders of such bank shall neglect or refuse, 

after three months' notice, to pay the assessment as provided in this section. 

The amendment was a,greed to. 
The next amendment was to strike out in section [7] 6 the proviso 

at the end of the section, in the following words: 
Pro'IJidM,, That such banks shall not be required to have .a paid-in capital exceed. 

ing ~00,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to· strike out section 8, in the following 

words: 
SEc. 8. That so much of section 553, Revised Statutes of the United States, re· 

latin~ to the District of Columbia, as authorizes the organization of savings· banks 
within said District, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend-

ments were concurred in. · 
Mr. SHERMAN. Perhaps Senators who have listened to the read­

ing of this bill do not need any explanation, and those who have not 
do not want any. Therefore, perhaps I had better say nothing about 
it. I will simply remark that the bill has been very carefully pre­
pared at the Bureau of the Comptroller of the Currency and has 
passed the House of Representatives. Its chief object is to extend 
the cases in which receivers of national banks may be appointed. I 
can refer to the law and show the exact changes made; but I do not 
know that it is necessary. The principal object is to authorize the 
appointment of receivers of national banks in cases not now provided 
for by law. 

Mr. ALLISON. Who appoints these receivers f . 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Comptroller, with the approval of the Sec­

retary of the Treasury, just as in other cases. I will say that now un­
der existing law receivers can only be appointed on a failUI'e to make 
the capital equal to the legal minimum, and also when the reserve is 
not made good, and also when the bank fails to redeem its notes. 
Senators can see that there are many cases when a. bank may be ut­
terly insolvent and yet because its not-es are not presented the Comp­
troller has no power to appoint a receiver, and in many cases great 
injustice has been done, and banks in a crippled and failing condition 
and actually known to be insolvent have still gone on do in~ business. 
This bill extends the law to a. number of cases wltere the msolvency 
is shown to the Comptroller, or where judgments have been had in 
courts of record and not paid, and also when a bank fails to comply 
with the statutes generally, especially section 5239 of the Revised 
Statutes. • 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to make one or two inquiries about this 
bill. In the first place, section 2 of the bill authorizes the individual 
liability of the shareholders to be enforced by a. bill in equity filed 
by any creditor in the nature of a creditor's bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state to my colleague that that does not ap­
ply except when a bank cboo es to go into voLuntary liquidation, ruJd 
in such cases banks l>eing a little crippled have gone into voluntary 
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liquidation. Under the st.atute as it stands the Comptroller cannot 
enforce the individual liability until the assets are exhausted, and 
thus they get time, unjustly in many cases, for the payment of their 
debts, when1 if he had the power or if the creditors had the power to 
enforce the mdividualliability of the stockholders, the matter might 
have been wound up in thirty or sixty days. 

Mr. THURMAN. It is to compel a resort to this individual liability 
before exhausting the assets-is that the object of section 2 Y 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is only in cases where the bank stops volunta­
rily and is in process of voluntary liquidation-in such cases the in­
dividual liability, under the limitations of this section, may be en­
forced by a bill in equity brought by a creditor in behalf of himself 
and all the other creditors of the association against the shareholders. 

Mr. THURMAN. It seems to me that it will leave a very great am­
biguity, because the section of the bank charter referred to--5151-is 
not perhaps so clear for the com::ts to decide upon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Fifty-two-hundred and thirty-nine. 
Mr. THURMAN. The point to which I wish to call the attention 

of the chairman of the Committee on Finauce is whether or not this 
bill makes it certain when the shareholder shall be compelled tore­
spond under the individual-liability clause of the bank charter. In 
respect to individual liability, where it is provided for generally, the 
decisions of the courts have been very contradictory in different 
States. I do not know that they have been under this bai.Udng act, 
for I am not familiar with the decisions under it. In some States it 
has been held that that makes the stockholder liable as if be were a 
mere partner, and an action at law may be brought against him. In 
others it has been held that he can be proceeded against by a credit­
or's bill and compelled to pay without waitiug for the assets of the 
corporation to be exhausted. In others, as in my own State in the 
last decision made, it has been held that the assets of the corporation 
must be first exhausted. I do not know how this will be construed. 
It seems to me it ought to be clear one way or the other. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As we have but five minutes' time I will state to 
my colleague that this section does not change in the sllghtest degree 
the amount of the liability, the nature of it, or the mode of prosecut­
ing it; it simply says that w ben a bank chooses voluntarily to go into 
liquidation, its creditors may file a creditor's bill to compel the in­
dividual stockholders to respond to theirindividualliability. It does 
not chan~e the case at all as to other banks that are either wound up 
by a recmver or in procees of liquida.tion under the law. I do not 
thiuk there can be any objection to this section. The power they have 
had heretofore has been abused. 

Mr. THURMAN. The bill will leave it to the courts, just as it is 
now. If the committee are satisfied with it in that way, I do not 
know that I shall interpose any objection; although it does seem to 
me that it would have been better to have made that individual­
liability clause clear, so that the courts might know whether they 
could give judgement at once upon the individual-liability clause or 
whether they must wait until the assets were exhausted. 

1 wish, however, to call attention to another section of this bill that 
I am not quite sure is not a little questionable. Section 5 provides-

That all United States office1'8 charged with the receiptor disbursement of public 
moneys, and all officers of national banks, shall at.amp or write in plain letters the 
word ''counterfeit," "altered," or " worthless " upon all fraudulent notes issued in 
the form of, and intended to circulate as, money, which shall be presented at their 
pla{les of business ; and if such officers shall wrongfully stamp any genuine note 
of the United States or of the national banks, they shall, upon presentation, I'e­
deem. such notes at the face value ther-eof. 

I am not aware of any such provision as that in the law now, 
though there may be. I am a little apprehensive that it might be 
dangerous. I am not opposed to the section, because it might tend 
to prevent an inflation of the currency; for I am opposed to inflation1 and especially to inflation by means of counterfeit paper. I ~m noli 
opposed to it on that ground; but this makes it the duty of every 
bank officer and every receiving and disbursing officer of the United 
States, when a note is presented, to decide whether it is altered, coun­
terfeit, or worthless, and stamp it right on the spot as such. I think 
that would pretty effectually stop its circulation; but if the man 
whose note has thus been stamped is not satisfied with that, he may 
present it again and prove, I suppose, or bring suit and prove that 
the officer stamped it wrongfully or without sufficient cause, and 
then the officer is to redeem the note. How it is to circulate with 
this stamp on it, after the officer has redeemed it,-1 do not know. 

Mr. SHERMAN. He can send it in and get his money for it. 
Mr. THURMAN. I do not know how that is to be done. It seems 

to me that it is a very questionable provision. 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 

read a third time. The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
• 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

M.r. WRIGHT. On Monday last the bill (H. R. No. 2829) for the 
relief of .Ariel K. Eaton and James D. Jenkins, which was received 
from.the House of Representatives, was by mistake referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. I move that that order be reversed and 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 
PAYMASTER-GE1\"'ERAL. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I ask for the present consideration of the bill 
(S. No. 843) establishiug the rank of the Paymaster-General. 

The bill was read. It prov"ides that from and after its passage the 
rank of the Paymaster-General of the United States Army shall be 
brigadier-general ; and no pay and allowances shaH be made to him 
other than from the date of appointment under the· act. 

The PRESIDENT pro tentpore. Is there objection to the considera­
tion of the bill f 

:Mr. SHERMAN. I think it had better lie over, as it was only re­
ported to-day. 

.Mr. BURNSIDE. The bill has been reported from the Military 
Committee once before and recommitted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will lie over. 
IMPEACHMENT OF W. W. BELKNAP. 

The PRESIDENT pt·o tempore. The hour of one o'clock having 
arrived, the legislative and executive business of the Senate is sus­
pended, and pursuant to order the Senate proceeds to the consider­
ation of the articles of impeachment exhibited by the House of Rep­
resentatives against William W. Belknap, late Secretary of War. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms will clear the galleries and close the doors. 

The Senate then proceeded to the trial of the impeachment of 
William W. Belknap, late Secretary of War. 

The Senate sitting for the trial of the impeachment having ad­
journed, resumed its 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tmnpore laid before 'the Senate a communica­
tion from the commissioners of the District of Columbia, t.ransmit­
ting, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of April 10, 1876, a re­
port of the commissiouers of the sinking fund of the D"istrict, show­
ing the amount of certificates of indebtedness issued by virtue of 
acts of the Assembly of the District of Columbia and of Congress, 
and also the amount of assessments made in pursuance of said acts 
to secure the payment of the certificates ; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. SARGENT, (at five o'clock and four minutes p. 
m.,) the Senate adjourned. . 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, May 18, 1876. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
I. L. TOWNSEND. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, by unauimous consent, obtained leave to 
withdraw from the .files of the House the petition and papers in the 
claim of John B. Chapman, of Indiana,. 

Mr. POWELL, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to withdraw 
from the :files of the House the papers in the case of Elizabeth J. 
Scott, being an application fo.r a pension, there being no adverse re­
poet thereon. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. STRAIT, by unanimous consent, obtained leave of absence for 
two weeks on a-ccount of important business. 

NORTH OAROLINA INDIANS. 

The SPEAKER JYI'O tempore, by unanimous con ent, laid before the 
House a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, inclosing a com­
munication from the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, relative to an ap­
propriation for the benefit of the !'forth Carolina Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on .Appropriations. 

PRESIDIO RESERVATION. 

The SPEAKER pro tempm·e also, by unanimous consent, laid before 
the House a letter .from the Secretary of War, transmitting the re­
port of the Chief of Engineers and of the commanding general, Divis- . 
ion of the Pacific, on the bill (H. R. No.1301) relative to the Presidio 
reservation; which was referred to the Committee on Military .Affairs. 

PUBLIC GROUNDS OF W ASmNGTON. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also, by unanimous consent, laid before 
the House a letter of the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response 
to a resolution of the House of March 9, the report of Colonel 0. E. 
Babcock, together with itemized vouchers, &c., pertaining to the 
public grounds of Washington; which was referred to the Commit­
tee on Publio Buildings and Grounds . 

JURISDICTION OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also, by unanimous consent, laid before 
the House a letter from the Attorney-General, transmitting documents 
relative to the extension of the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims, 
and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER p1·o tempore. The Chair is requested by the Clerk 
of the House to lay before tho House the followiug commuuication. 
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The Clerk read as follows : 
Sm: My attention has been called to the following telegram from this city to the 

Chicago Inter-Ocean of the 15th instant: 
"THE NEXT MAN. 

".Adams the Clerk is said to be the next man to have trouble. .A member of 
Cou!!l'ess ~laims to ru:ve in his possession facts, which he will make public soon, to 
sho~ that he (the Clerk) haa been selling his appointments at sums ranging from 
$100 to $500." 

I re!!l'et to obtrude this matter upon the attention of the Honse of Representa­
tives t'but, as these charges affect my honor as a man and.my conduct aa a r_espon­
sible officer of this body, I feel impelled to do so, lest my silence under the crrcum­
stances might be misconstrued. 

I therefore respectfully request that the Honse shall direct a committee to make 
an immediate and exhaustive investig_ation of this subject, and I challenge all per­
sons who profess to have any knowleage or information of any official nnscondnot 
on my part to appear and communicate the same to said committee, to the end that 
the truth or falsity of such chargeS may be determined at once and forever. 

I will here add-and I do so with the absolute and defying confidence of a man 
conscious of the perfect rectitude of his official conduct-that all such charges are 
infamous slanders, having not a shadow of foundation in truth. 

Very respectfully, 
GEO. M . .AD.AMS. 

Ron. S. S. Cox, 
Speaker pro tempore House of Representatives. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. I offer the following resolution which 
I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read a8 follows: 
Resolved That the communication from the Clerk of this House just read be re­

ferred to fue Committee on Rules, with instructions to make a thorough investiga­
tion into the matters therein contained, and report thereon at the earliest practica­
ble day, and that the said committee have power to send for persons and papers 
and make report at any time. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. I doubt not, sir, that the House will 
readily accede to the .request of its officer and pass the resolution I 
have submitted. This scandalous charge has been spread all over the 
land in newspapers, and it is but an act of simple justice to Mr. 
Adams that it be investigated. 

I have known him, sir, for many years, and he has always had my 
unquestioning, undoubting, absolute trust. I believe him to be a 
gentleman possessed of the highest sense of hon01·, of incorruptible 
integrity; and I am sure that this estimate of his character is shared 
by all his friends. He was for eight years a representative on this 
floor from Kentucky, ancl he has in many ather ways received mani­
festations of the confidence and regard of his fellow-citizens. His 
friends believe it impossible that he could have been guilty of any­
thing unworthy in his official conduct. They believe that he will 
come out of this investi~ation without the shade of a shadow of sus­
picion upon his reputation, and that nothing that can be produced 
against him can be tortured into the semblance even of misconduct in 
office. Malignity has gone on its stealthy, hungry hunt along the 
gutters of calumny, hoprng to be able to hook up something foul with 
which to smirch the escutcheon of this man. The charge we have 
hea1·d is the product of that nasty search. It is a grave one. If true, 
he is disgraced and should be driven from his office; but, if false, he 
should be vindicated. Mr. Adams confronts the accusation. He de­
fies the accuser. He demands the proof. Let it be produced, or the 
instigator of the vile slander stand condemned and despised. 

I move the previous question. 
Mr. ATKINS. I desire to ask the gentleman from Kentucky whether 

he has any idea who the instigator of this charge is. 
Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. The paragraph quoted in the letter of 

the Clerk refers to a Congressman. 
Mr. BANKS. I ask the gentleman from Kentucky to withhold the 

call for the previous questiOn for a moment that I may say a word in 
regard to the committee to which it is proposed that this communi­
cation shall be referred. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. I yield to the gentleman from Massa­
chusetts. 

Mr. BANKS. Of course I do not wish to say a word against the 
investigation that is proposed. But I ask the attention of the gen­
tleman from Kentucky and the House to the constitution of the com­
mittee to which this subject is proposed to be referred. 

, The Committee on Rules is appointed for the purpose of consider­
ing one distinct subject relating to the order of transacting the busi­
ness of the House, the order of the course of 1egislation; and while 
of course gentlemen on that committee cannot object to considering 
any other subject referred to it, inasmuch as they were selected for 
particular reasons and on account of the positions they had held hereto­
fore in this House either as its officers or .as controlling its business, 
it seems better on general consideration that this subject be referred 
to a special committee, it being an important investigation and which 
should be made with as much speed as possible. 

But there is another reason. The chairman of the Committee on 
Rules, who is the Speaker of the House, is absent. If he were pres­
ent it would certainly occur to every gentleman that the Speaker of 
the House, on any consideration, ought not to be made the chairman 
of a committee of investigation on account of the powerful influence 
which he would naturally exert as an officer of the House. It would 
naturally suggest itself to every member that that powerful influ­
ence ought not to be thrown in the one scale or the other. As the 
Speaker is absent the committee cannot be charged with the consid­
eration of this matter before his place is filled. I believe there are 
five members of the committee, and one being absent, the committee 
is equally divided. In the absence of the Speaker the Speaker pro 

tempore would be chairman of the committee, not absolutely, but by 
the general course, as it happens that the member of the House who 
is now Speaker pro ternpm·e is also a member of the committee. The 
committee therefore is reduced to three members, the Speaker p1·o 
tempore, and two of the members are ex-Speakers of the House. It is 
not such a committee that ought to be charged with the very im­
portant duty of considering this matter, affecting not only the chm·­
acter of one of the principal officers of the House, but to a great ex­
tent the character of the House itself. Now I suggest to the gentle­
man from Kentucky that this matter be refeiTed to a special com­
mittee of five or seven members, to be appointed by the Chair, and 
with the due consideration of all circumstances connected with it 
and its importance, and then the House will be entirely satisfied with 
its judgment, and I hope the House will make that change in the 
motion. 

Mr. RANDALL. I concur very fully with the gentleman from Mas­
sachusetts. The Committee on Rules have already one investigation 
before them, and we find great difficulty in getting a quorum. As the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BANKS] has stated, the Speaker 
is absent, and another member of the committee is not well and con­
fined to his house. The truth is that as a member of that committee 
I have not time to attend to it. I have been unable to meet with the 
committee in the investigation already ordered because I am on an­
other committee, and my presence there as its presiding officer is ab­
solutely necessary. I concur with the gentleman that this matter 
should be referred to a special committee. 

Mr. BROWN, of Kentucky. I am entirely indifferent as to what 
committee shall have charge of this matter, and in view of the sug­
gestion of the gentleman from Massachusetts I will modify the reso­
lution and propose the reference of these charges to a select committee 
of five to be appointed by the Chair; and in that connection I desire 
to say that standing·as I am in intimate relations with the Clerk of 
the House I do not wish to serve on that committee, and I am author­
ized by him to say that he would prefer that no democratic Ken­
tuckian should be on that committee. 

The question was taken on the resolution, as modified, and it was 
agreed to. 

LANDS IN MISSOURI. 

Mr. GAUSE. I am instructed by the Committee on Public Lands 
to report back, with amendments, the bill (H. R. No.1253) granting to 
the State of Missouri all the lands therein selected as swamp aml 
overflowed land. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I make the point of order that that bill 
should be referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BLAND. I hope the gentleman will not insist upon that point 
of order. Let the bill be read. 

The Clerk commenced the reading -of the bill. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I object to the consideration of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro te11tpore. Then the bill is not before the House. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I think the bill should go to the Committee of the 

Whole. 
The SPEAKER pro tcrnpore. The bill is not before the House, ob­

jection being made. 
Mr. HALE. I call for the regular order of business. 

CONGRESSIONAL PRINTING. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The :first business in order this morn­
ing is the consideration, as unfinished business, of the report from 
the Committee on Printing in relation to the Government Printing 
Office. 

A point of order is pending concerning the reception and consider­
ation of this report. 

'l'he Chair begs the attenti(m of the House to this matter as of con­
siderable importance concerning the rules of the House. It is impor­
tant because it affects several committees which under the rules have 
''leave to report at any time," and, further, because it affects current 
legislation-its order and priority. To illustrate by a few queries: 
The Committee of Elections may "report at any time;" but is not 
that limited to contested-election cases and thus privileged¥ Can it, 
however, under the rnlereport a general election law¥ The Commit­
tee on Enrolled Bills has a similar privilege; but is not the limit fixed 
upon reporting enrolled bills only f 

What is the condition of the report upon which this point of order 
is raised Y 

The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. VANCE,] chairman of the Commit­
tee on Printing, on the 12th instant, submitted a report from tha.t 
committee in relation to the Government Printing Office. That re­
port was read at length and recommitted to the same committee. On 
Tuesday, the 16th instant, the House reconsidered the vote by which 
the report was recommitted to the committee, discussed 1he report 
nearly four hourM, adopted two of the three resolutions submitted iu 
that report, and recommitted the third resolution to the commit~e 
with instructions to modify the same. The vote by which the reso­
lution was recommitted was reconsidered and the motion to recon­
sider laid on the table. The report was prevented from being brought 
back upon a motion to reconsider the vote of recommitment. 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SrnGLETON] on yesterday re­
ported back the resolution with certain modifications. In fact his 
committee only obeyed the instructions of tho House. · 

The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. WILBON] thereupon made the point 
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of order that the privilege of the committee to report at any time 
extended only to reference of their reports to the Committee of the 
w~ . 

The aentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. HOAR] also ra1sed the 
same p~int at a subsequent sta~e of the proceeding. . 

The Chair wa~ inclined to rUle promptly that the committee had 
the right to report at any time, and that the report was properly be­
fore the Honse for consideration, as consideration and report go 
together. (Barclay, 187.) The matter being of unu~ual consequence, 
the Chair desired to examine heedfully the questiOn presented, as 
well as the reasons and precedents. · . 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] temporar1~y com­
plicated the question by moving to re~onsider th.e v.ote by whwh the 
report was recommitted to the Comnnttee on Pnntmg. The gentle­
man from Maine [Mr. HALE] made the point ·of order that th~ com­
mittee having made the report recommitted t? them, the l!lotwn. to 
reconsider the vote of recommitment was not m order; whiCh pomt 
of order was sustained by the Chair. In this ruling the Chair was 
clearly right and for another reason besides that stated by the gen­
tleman frord Maine, [Mr. HALE,] namely, that .there had b~en on 
Saturday a prevailing motion to table the questwn of reconsidera­
tion of the recommitment. 

The present occupant of the chair has carefully looked into the 
subject and examined the authorit~es and precedents. He has read 
the decision of Mr. Speaker BLAINE m the case alluded to yesterday by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. HOAR.] It is founcl in the 
Globe second session Forty-second Congress, page 2478. He has also 
read the reply and speech of Mr. Beatty at.that time. (~~e Glob~ of 
8all1e session, page 2408.) He has also exammed other demswns which 
seem to differ from that of Mr. Speaker BLAINE. 

While he believes now as he did then, that that decision under the 
strict construction of the rules was correct, he is of opinion that the 
present matter involves and presen~s an entirely diffe~el?t and excep­
tional question. At that time ~nd m that c~se the ongm .o~ the rule 
and the necessity out of which 1t grew sanctwned the deCisiOn. The 
rule is as old as the Thirtieth Congress. Its author wa~ Mr. Henl~y, 
of Indiana. It was intended to save a large amount of money which 
would otherwise be paid for additional composition of documents, 
&c. when matter had been taken down and after extra nnmbers were 
ord~red. The mle was founded in convenience and economy, and was 
not to be enlarged to comprehend the report at any time of general 
legislation. . . . . . 

Frequently this rule has receiVed a too hteral mterpr~tation, wh1ch 
led to its abuse. In fact Mr. Beatty quoted many occa.swns when Mr. 
Speaker BLAINE himself allo'!ed the committee ~ r~port other mat­
ters than those strictly belongrng to the current prrntmgof the House. 
The Tributes to Abraham Lincoln and thell.· distribution by law was 
instanced. This instance is found in the Globe, second sessum Forty­
first Congress, page 3118. But in t~at case the resolutio!l had been 
referred to the committee. The subJect-matter was comnntted to the 
committee by the House itself and the Chair allowed the report to 
be made "at any time." Therein it is akin to this present case. 

Inasmuch as the original resolution of investi~ati~n in this c~ 
gave no authority to report or suggest gen~rallegtslatwn, the Chair 
is of opinion that the point of order now raiSed would have held good, 
if made at the proper time, i.e., w~e~ the report was first m~e on the 
12th instant. But he is also of opmwn that the report havmg been 
received, read, and, with f~ll knowledge of its purp?rt, recom­
mitted to the committee, agarn rep<?rted on the 16th, c~ms1der~d, a!ld 
partly disposed of, again ~ecomm1tted to. the committee .w:th m­
structions embodying ~he WISh all:d conclus1o_n !>f t~e l!m~se,.It IS now 
in order. The instructiOns so enlarged the ongrnal JUI'lSdiction of the 
committee that the point of order that .the report is not a privileged 
one does not now lie. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [11ir. HOAR] stated yesterday 
that Mr. Speaker BLAINE in making his decision recurred to the origin 
of the rule and fortified himself by several important precedents, 
amon(J' others, decisions of Speakers Winthrop and Cobb. 

Th: Chair was aware of the decisions. He stated yesterday that 
his impression was that Speaker BLAINE had overruled them. ~hether 
his decision, which was made that of the House by a resolutwn from 
Mr. DANKs sustaining it, (Journal, April 16, .1872, page 697,) !>VE\r­
ruled that of his eminent predecessors or not, IS not very material to 
tho present decision. They are referred to only to show that they are 
not absolutely necessary to the present ruling, either as rea.son or au­
thori~y. In certain respects, they confirm the present ruling of the 
Chair, while in other respects the decision o.f ~.,Speake~ ~LAINE 
does not conflict with it. For all that appears m his own demswn, :Mr. 
Speaker BLAINE coulrl consistently coincide with that of the Chair. 
The Clerk will read the opinions of Speakers Winthrop and Cobb. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
~be Speaker stated the quMtion. The Chair understood the. gentleman from 

Georgia to claim for the Speaker the discretionary powe~ to say what character 
of reports the Committee on Printing.might make under the1r general leave to report 
at any time. Tb~ Ubair overruled the~ point of o1·der, and disclaimed any such 
power. Tho rule was express that the Committee on Printing might report at ~y 
time, without reference to the nature or charaeter of the report.-Speaker Wln· 
throp. 

The SPRAKRR. "' "' * The gentleJlll1D from South Carolina rMr. Burt] sn.b­
mtt.s as a point of order that under the rules of t.he ~~use the gent!eman from Mi~­
sissippi is not entilletl to make thls report as a pnvlleged question. The Clunr 
overrules the point of order upon the ground that the twenty-first rule of the 

House provides that it shall be in order for the Committee on Printing to report a.t 
any time. The rule places no restriction whatever upon the subject-matter to be 
reported; and, iii the opinion of the Chair, it is limited only to the fact whether or 
not the subject be legitimately before that committee.-Speaker Oobb. 

In the decision of Mr. Speaker BLAINE he did not hesitate to declare 
that he differed from these ex-Speakers; and that he took the responsi­
bility of overruling them. The present acting Speaker would hesitate 
before following such an example, even as against one ex-Speaker. 
Nor is it necessary for the decision of the present point of order. 

It will be observed that both these eminent Speakers were of opin­
ion that the Committee on .Printing possessed the right to report at 
any time "without reference to the nature or character of the re­
port/' Mr. Cobb limits his ruling by the fact, significant in the 
present case, whether or not the subject wa~ leqitimately before that 
committee. The Chair presumes that no memuer of tho House will 
deny that the committee had obtained jurisdiction of the subject of 
the resolution. 

Mr. Speaker BLA.Th'E in bis decision urged as a strong reason against 
the privilege claimed by Mr. Beatty, the chairman of the House Com­
mittee on Printing in the Forty-second Congress, that if it was con­
ceded the House might suddenly and without warning have precipi­
tated upon it bills embracing extra<>I'dinary and" general legislation. 
He held that the rules, which were largely for tbe protection of mi­
norities, were intended to prevent such legislation. Certainly in the 
present case it cannot be urged that tlle House was not fully aware 
of the legislation proposed in the mport under consideration, and 
therefore that J>Ortion of the argument made by Mr. Speaker BLAINE 
in making that decision does not apply in this case. 

The sections of the pending re~olution for the Committee of Ap­
propriations to consider, reported by Mr. VAN~, the chairman of the 
Printing Committee, comprehend a large sphere of repealing and orig­
inal le(J'islation. They create an office of responsibility. They pro­
vide a:t extensive scheme of Government printing, biniling, &c., for 
the legislative as well as the Executive Depart,meuts. At first sight 
they would seem to be ruled out by the decision of Speaker BLAINE ; 
but of their general tenor was not the House fully advised by there­
port on the 12th, as well as by the lengthy debates, which followed f 
Did not the House deliberat.ely consider and reconsider, and finally 
recommit them; and that, too, with instructions T No member or com­
mittee was surprised or embarrassed by this la~t report of the Com­
mittee on Printing. It was acting only perfunctorily a:nd almost for­
mally, in answer to the express call of the House, wh1ch gave them 
special jurisdiction. · 

The reasoning of the decision of Ex-Speaker BLAINE, therefore, in 
1872, cannot be tortured into sustaining this point of order. This last 
report does not, except by the action of the House itself disturb or crowd 
out the right of other committees on other questions. It is only by 
the consent of the House, deliberately given, that the privileges of 
other committees can be c:listurbed by this privilege of the Printing 
Committee to report at any time on other matters besides the" current 
printina." 

The Chair repeats that while he is of opinion that the present case 
is essentially different from that decided by Mr. Speaker BLAINE, be is 
clear that the House, having full knowledge of the report now in ques­
tion, committed the same to the committee. It thereby cured any 
defect or lack of jurisdiction as an original proposition. 

Furthe~:, the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. DAWES, lon~ a 
member of several privileged committees, and frequently acting 
Speaker, was of opinion that the reference of a bill or resolution to 
the committee gave it a broader jurisdiction than it originally pos­
sessed. He could not avoid this conclusion, as it had been held by 
eminent authority. In reply to Mr. Beatty he said: 

I do not doubt that the House can give the committee a new or oxtendod jnri&· 
diction ; but in the absence of that, it m~st b~ perfe~tly. ap_pa~e~t that the 1·ight to 
report at any time can only be eo-extensive With the JUrischction of the comm1 ttee; 
and a reference to the rule creatine: the committee shows the limited character of ita 
authority, in t.be absence of any new or additional authority given by the House.­
Globe, page 2480, second session Forty-second Congress. 

Fortified by the reasoning of Ex-Speaker BLAINE in his decision, and 
by Mr. DAWES, of Massachusett-s, in his remarks, as well as by other 
rUlings in other cases in conflict with that decision on other points 
not here relevant ; fortified by the decisions of Ex-Speakers Winthrop 
and Cobb, which apply to this case even if they go further than they 
should; strengthened by the peculiar situation of this question, be­
cause of its most deliberate consideration by the House and its l'e­
committal to the committee, a-s well as by the statement of the gen­
tleman from Iowa [Mr. WILSON] himself, who made the point of 
order, that when this recommittal wa~ made th~ resolution could be 
reportecl at any time, the Chair overrules the point of order. 

The report is therefore before the House; and the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. SINGLETON] has tho floor. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. One word, Mr. Speaker. You have quoted 
me as making a statement that is directly contrary to what I did 
say. I said the Committee on Printing should not have the right to 
report at any time; I am in the RECORD made to say directly the op­
posite. 

The SPEAKER JYI'O tempore. The Clerk will read from the RECORD. 
Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I know that the RECORD makes me say 

so, but the REcORD is wrong; and as the correction of tho RHCORD 
is not a question of privilege, I have not had the opportunity to make 
the correction 
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Mr. HOAR. I am entirely satisfied with the decision of the Chair. 

AI3 I stated yesterday, I raised the point of order, not for the purpose 
of embarrassing this resolution at all, but simply because it was so 
grave a matter. The point to which I wish t.o call the attention of 
the Chair now is this: I understand that the present ruling .is not in 
conflict with the ruling of Speaker BLAINE, but stands upon its own 
ground. The ruling of Speaker BLAINE, however, is not the real au­
t.hority in favor of the position which he took; but the authority is 
the decision of the House on the appeal from his ruling. Unless I am 
mistaken, there was no appeal in the cases referred to by the Chair 
where decisions were made by Speakers Winthrop and Cobb. I am 
not sure about that, bnt the Chair perhaps has observed whether that 
is the case or not. Under the ruling of Speaker BLAINE, in the Con­
gress before the last, his decision derived its authority as a precedent 
from the fact that it became the decision of the House on appeal, and 
as such is by the rule expressly required to be recorded at the end of 
the Journal. I do not say this as contravening anythin~ that the 
Chair has now said, for I do not understand that the ChaiT has said 
anything in conflict with that decision, but rather in accord with it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair confirmed his decision with 
what Mr. Speaker BLAINE said. 

Mr. HOLMAN. On this question of order I desire to say a sin~le 
word. There are two other committees of the House, the one m­
trusted with the duty of raising revenue, and the other of making 
appropriations to carry on the Government, which committees are, 
by-the rules of the House, invested with the right to report at any 
time. I believe, however, it is generally 1mderstood that they may 
report at any time only upon the subject-matters of the revenues of 
the Government and the appropriations to carry on the Government. 
Aa this is a question of the very highest importance in connection 
with the current business of this House, I trust that the ruling of the 
Chair may be considered to be perfectly consistent with the assump­
tion that those two committees will still possess the right to report 
at any time only upon those subject-matters which immediately per­
tain to their deliberation, aud not upon any incidental matters which 
from time to time may be referred to them. I understand that the 
ruling of the Chair is perfectly consistent wit.h that view, for it is 
very clear that the House would not desire to confer upon the Com­
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee of Ways and Means the 
right to report at any time upon the multitude of incidental matters 
not directly connected with the revenues of the Government and ap­
propriations from the Treasury. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Allow me to suggest in that connection that it 
has been repeatedly ruled that the Committee on Appropriations could 
not report at any time anything but one of the twelve regular appro­
priation bills; and last session it was ruled by the Speaker that when 
we had introduced and carried through a deficiency appropriation 
bill an additional deficiency appropriation bill was not under our priv­
ilege; that we had exhausted ~ur function when we had reported one 
general deficiency bill, and could not claim the right to report subse­
quently another deficiency bill at any time. 

.Mr. HOLMAN. The rule creating the Committee of Ways and 
Means expressly limits that committee to reports upon the subject­
matter of the public revenue. 

The SPEAKER pro tempo're. The Chair has not gone further in his 
decision than the subject before the House requires. When other sub­
jects come up upon which his ruling is required he will studiously 
endeavor to make that ruling according to the usual construction of 
the rules. 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to say a word or two on this question of the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I believe I am entitled to the :floor, the Chair 
having decided that the report of the committee is in order. 

MI-. BANKS. If the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] 
will allow me-- · · 

Mr. SINGLETON. I must decline to yield further. 
Mr. BANKS. Then, for the purpose of getting an opportunity to 

say what I wish to say, I will appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentJeman from Massachusetts 

[Mr. BANKS] appeals from the decision of the Chair, and the question 
before the House is, Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg­
ment of this House Y 

Mr. BANKS. I do not propose in any way to set myself in opposi­
tion to the decision of the Chair upon this question. I want, how­
ever, to call the attentionof the House to oneOl' two facts connected 
with it which ought to be understood, and upon which, if the state­
ment of the Chair shall be accepted as an absolute rule in all cases, 
the House will some time find itself in very great difficulty. 

The decisions of Mr. Speaker Winthrop and Mr. Speaker Cobb upon 
this question do not apply, I think, to the business of the House and 
its rules at the present time. A law h~ been passed which requires 
that every proposition relating to the printing of documents shall be 
referred to a committee, not by the House, but by the officers of the 
respective Houses. The House exercises no discretion and has no 
power in effecting this reference. A large class of papers are referred 
to the Committee on Printing by the Clerk. 'rhis was not the law at 
the time those decisions wer~ made ; and therefore, so far as the ru1 es 
existing then and now apply, the condition of the matter is not the 
same. When the Honse refers a matter to a committee-the Com.: 
mittee on Printing or any other--of course that committee has all 

the rights upon the question referred to it which are given to that 
committee by the rules. But in this case the Honse does not refer 
these questions to the Committee on Printing; they are referred in 
one case by the law and in the other by the rules of the House. 
Rule 100 provides that a large number of cases shall be referred to 
the Committee on Printing by order of the Clerk. Now, if the House 
refers a matter of general legislation to the Committee on Printing, 
that committee upon that matter should be held to the proceedings 
under the rules affecting all other committees in regard to subjects 
of general legislation. If this be not the rule now, it ought to be 
changed. Otherwise many subjects appropriate to the business of 
other committees will be referred to the special committees invested 
with the high privilege of presenting their reports at any moment, 
irrespective of the business which may occupy the House. It is a. 
high privilege, which ought to be limited to privileged subjects of 
legislation, and the printing of documents presents a question of this 
character. It must often be decided without delay, and the rule is 
framed to secure this result. Propositions to change the ~enerallaws 
relating to the general subject of printing are not of thiS character, 
and ought not to enjoy this exclusive privilege. 
· Let me state a case which will show the House that I am right upon 

this point. There is a great difference of opinion upon the question 
of currency; and I have observed that gentlemen on all sides and 
from different sections have been indisposed to admit propositions 
that should subject the House to a decision of this subject by a ma­
jority vote. Now, if the ruling of the Chair be correct, to-morrow 
morning there may be brought before this House from the Committee 
on Printing a bill on the subject of currency, or a bill changing fun­
damental provisions of our law upon any other matter; and the House 
will have lost the control of the question, because it must be remem­
bered a petition gives a committee jurisdiction of a subject of legis­
lation as completely as the reference of a bill. A member may file a 
petition with the Clerk; he need not publish it in the newspapers; 
no member of the House will know what subject is embraced in it; 
and if that petition goes to the Committee on Printing, or another 
having the same exclusive right, giving that committee jurisdiction 
of the subject, as it will .under the ruling of the Chair, and that com­
mittee having the right to report at any time, the House will be com­
pelled to act upon any subject, no matter what it may be, at an in­
stant's notice without prep·aration and without any previous consent 
to the introduction of the matter. 

Now, that ought not to be. I do not mean to set this statement 
against the decision of the Chair; but I suggest to the Chair and to 
the House that there ought to be some revision of this matter so that 
every committee shall be held in regard to its privilege to exactly that 
line of conduct which the House understands and directs to be pur­
sued. I withdraw the appeal. 

The SPEAKER pro tentpore. The Chair would say that h6 especially 
avoided any difficulty such as is suggested by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. BANKS.] The l"uling of the Chair is based on 
the recommittal of this third resolution to the Committee on Print­
ing, with leave to report at any time . 

Mr. SINGLETON. I now ask for the reading of the report. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
The Joint Committee on Printing on the part of the Honse of Representatives, 

to whom was referred back one of the resolutions reported by said committee, con­
taining an instruction to the Committee on Appropriations to insert certain sections 
in the sundry civil bill to be by them hereafter :reported to this Honse. having had 
the same nnrler consideration, have instructed me to report ba{lk the said resolution 
and bill accompanying it, With the following amendments: 

In the second line of said resolution, to strike out the words "instructed to run­
body," and insert in lieu thereof the words" requested to inquire into the expedi­
ency of embodying." 

Strike from section -, being by count the ninth section of the bill reported with 
the resolution, all after the word "for," at the end of the fourth line in said section, 
down to and including the word" Congress," in the seventh line, and insert in lieu 
thereof "and durin~ the second session of the Forty-fourth Congress;" so that 
said section will reao. as follows : 

SEc. -. That from and after the close of the first session of the Forty-fourth 
Congress the printing and binding of the proceedings and debates of Conuress in 
the same form as t.hey now appear in the CoNGRESSIONAL RECORD shall be 3one by 
Franklin Rives, of vt ashlngton City, for and during the second session of the Forty­
fourth Cong:ess, upon the terms stated in his proposal, &c. 

At the enu of said section, insert the following: 
And provided further, That after the e;q>iration of the said second session of the 

Forty-fourth Congress the printing and bmding of the proceedings and debates of 
Congress in the same form as they now appear m the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD shall 
be let by the Joint Committee on Printing of the two Houses of Congress by con­
tract, in writing, to the lowest resl?onsible bidder or bidders, after ad vertisin~ for 
one month during the second sessiOn of the Forty-fourth Congress for bids w at 
least one public newspaper in eoohof the cities of Washington, Philadelphia, Bal­
timore, and New York, specifyin:,. in said advertisements tile work for which bids 
are invited; and the said .Toint Committee on Printing of the two Honses shall 
take oond and approved security in the sum of $100,000, payable to the United States. 
for the faithful and prompt performance of the contract entered into by said suc­
cessful bidder or bidders; said contract to cover the work for the two sessions of 
the Forty-fifth Congress, and t~ embrace all the provisions as to the character of 
type, manner of making up the proceedings and debates, size and binding of vol­
umes thereof, paper t{) be used, stereotype plates tlr duplicates, and every other stip­
ulation in relation thereto doomed advisable by said Joint Committee on Printing. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not think that· the modifications proposed in 
this report go to the extent that the House, from the tone of tho dis­
cussion the other day, intended. There is yet retained a provision 
that the printing of the Co~GRESSIONAL RECORD for the second se~:~­
sion of this Congress shall be awarded to a particular individual; in 
other words, it is proposed by legislation to make a contract with an 
individual named, excluding competition. Now I would like to 
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amend that part of the report so as to provide that the printing of 
the CosGRES IONAL RECORD for t he second session of this Congress, 
a.S well us for subsequent Congresses, shall be open to competition. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. VANCE] who sits behind me tells 
me that it will be all right; but in my judgment the way to insure 
having matters right is to make them right upon the face of the 
record. I therefore ask the gentleman from Mississippi [.Mr. SINGLE­
TON] to allo1V me to ofi'er an amendment that the printing of the 
RECORD for the next session of the present Congress, as well as for 
future Congresses, shall be open to competition. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will explain the report of the committee, and 
then the gentleman from Pennsylvania can see whether or not his 
objection will apply. 

Ah·. RANDALL. Certainly I shall be glad to hear the gentleman. 
Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Speaker, it will be remembered by the 

House that the report simply recommends this resolution and the ac­
companying bill shall be referred to the Committee on Appropria­
tions for consideration. There is nothing to be determined at this 
time except the simple question of reference. 

The first amendment which was made to the resolution by the Com­
mittee on Printing in obedience to the instructions of the House was 
to strike out the word "instructed" and in lieu thereof to provide 
that the Committee on Appropriations be requested to inquire into 
the propriety of embodying certain matters in the sundry civil appro­
priation bill. To that there can be no objection. It seemed to be 
the wish of the Housewhen the resolution was recommitted that that 
should be done. 

It will be further remembered that by one of the sections of the 
bill accompanying the resolution the proposition was made to give 
to Franklin Rives for six years the printing of the Congressional 
Glol>e or CONGRESSIONAL RECORD upon terms which he himself sub­
mitted. Now that section ha,s been modified to this extent: It is not 
now proposed to enter into any contract for six years, which the 
House seemed to think was too long a time and would look like an 
attempt to bind subsequent Congresses, but that has been modified to 
the extent that he is only allowed to do the printing of the CONGRES­
SIONAL RECORD during the short session of the present Congress, and 
when that time shall have expired then the whole matter is left to 
the control of the Joint Committee on Printing to advertise for bids 
and let the contract out to the lowest bidder with good sureties for 
tho proper execution of the work. That is as far as the report goes. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania objects to that, and thinks we 
ought to advertise and receive bids for the execution of this work 
during the coming short session of the present Congress. It seems 
to me we will meet with some difficulty in that regard from the fact 
that we have hardly time now to attend to it. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I am unwilling, inferentially or in 
any other way, to countenance a contract by legislation with any in­
dividual that is not open to competition. Secondly, I do not tb:ink it 
right, by implication even, to embarrass the action of the Committee 
on Appropriations in that respect. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I will add but one word. 
Mr. RANDALL. I have an amendment to offer. 
Mr. SINGLETON. Certainly the gentleman can offer his amend­

ment; but I wish to say one word only in regard to that provision of 
the bill. It will be found from the testimony which has been taken 
in this ca-ae in regard to the public printing that the proposition which 
is made by Mr. Rives to do the printing is about $1U,OOO less a session 
than it has been done for; and it-was on that ground we felt inclined 
to accept the proposition with a view to saving to this Governmerrt 
that amount during each session of Congress. But I wish to say in 
addition that wehave no special interestinMr.Rivesoranyotherin­
dividual. We do not propose to favor him above any one else; but as 
he made the proposition, and we believe it to be a good one and in the 
interest of the Government to accept it, we therefore embodied it in 
our report. I know the chairman of the committee, as well as the gen­
tleman from Rhode Island [Mr. BALLou] and myself, are all perfectly 
willing, indeed anxious, that this whole matter shaJJ. be thrown open 
to competition, so that the public printing shall be done at the least 
possible cost. 

Mr. RANDALL. I wish to say to the gentleman from Mississippi 
that in anything I have said I have not attempted, nor was it my 
intention, to reflect on the proposition as reported from the commit­
tee, because I believe it to be in the direction of economy to the ex­
tent, as the gentleman has stated, of $16,000 a session. But the gen­
tleman will readily see that we should subject ourselves to great 
critidsm if we should attempt even with that reduction to shut 
off from competition others who might be willing to do it for still 
~~ ' 

I now ask the Clerk to read my amendmep.t. It is to strike out all 
giving tue contract to Mr. Rives, and in lieu thereof to insert the 
following: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The printing of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for the second session of the present 

Congress, as well as for subsequent Congresses, shall be open to competition. 
.Mr. RANDALL. Tha.t is my amendment, and I hope it will be 

adopted. 
The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I now call for the previous question on the 

adoption of the resolution as amended. 

Mr. BALLOU. I ask the gentleman from Missic;sippi to yield to 
me for a moment. · 

Mr. SINGLETON. I withdraw the demand for the previous ques­
tion for that purpose. 

Mr. BALLOU. Mr. Speaker, I assented to this reference in com­
mittee because I was unwilling to oppose anything like inquiry, but 
I think this whole matter is wrong. The gentleman from Mississippi 
has stated that what is proposed by Mr. Rives is $16,000 less, but, ac­
cording to the statement of the Congressional Printer, his proposition 
is $88,000, while Mr. Rives's is $93,000. 

But it is said the Congressional Printer underestimates. Now I 
think it can be shown that the committee have made.some mistakes 
as well as the Printing Office. In relation to the charge for gold-leaf 
of 57,000 it has been said one-fourth of that was wastage, making 
$14,000. I 1mderstand, however, that there is not more than 20 per 
cent. of gold-leaf of intrinsic gold value, making the one-quarter less 
than $3,000. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I wish the gentleman would yield to me for just 
one moment. I want to say tha,t the golu-leaf has nothing in the 
world to do with the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. It does not touch this 
question in any shape or mannor whatever. 

Mr. BALLOU. It touches the matter of transferring the printing 
of the RECORD to anybody else. And I wish to ~.;tate this: If there is 
a profit-and no private contractors would take the work without a 
profit-why should not the Government ha,ve that profit itself' And 
if the present Congressional Printer does not do the work as econom­
ically as it can be done, then there are men in the country who can 
do it. And why should not the Government make the saving of the 
profit that comes fmm this printing 1 

Mr. Speaker, this whole matter, in my judgment, has been con­
ducted in an unsafe anll wrong manner. You, Mr. Speaker, and 
the honorable chairman of this committee, and the members of com­
mittees of investigation of this House could not stand, ancl none, if 
they were as pure as the angels of light, could stand and have charges 
brought a,gainst them by those who bad enmity and prejudice and 
selfishness to minister to, while those who were accused were not 
able to be present and face the charges. And I say that the Congres­
sional Printer has not had the opportunity of standing up before these 
witnesses and cross-examining them and defending himself. -There 
is not a criminal in the land, however bla<Jk his character, but would 
have a better cbance than the Congressional Printer ha-a had in this 
investigation. 

I wish to refer to one of the stat.ements made by the chairman of 
this committee in his speech the other day. He said: 

I refer to Mr. Theodore L. De Vinne, of New York. * He ex-
amined various samples and kinds of work. Forinstance.heexamined the " Dead­
Letter Office sale " lhold in my hand, marked X. I will read ft·om the testimony: 

"Q11cstion. Make an estimate of the pamphlet marked "X" as you believe iL 
would bo made by the printers of Now York, Baltimore, or Philadelphia, if tbey 
had workmen by tho piece, for one thw.lland copies. 

"Answer. The paper for a thousand copies, four and one-thb:d reams, at 8.5Ca 
ream, $36.83; composition of sixty-six pages, at $2.70, $178.20; press-work of live 
forms, $5 a.fm·m, 25; binding of a thousand copies, SCi; sum total, $246.03. 

" Q. Is this the lowest price, or nearly the lowest price, for which this work could 
be done 1 

'' A. It is not; this is the price which would be charged by the better class of 
printers, being charged at wha.t are known as est.<tblished rates. '.rhere are printers 
m the city who woUld do it for a much smaller sum." 

Tho answers to these questions are to the point. Now, what did the Congres­
sional Printer charge 1 lie charged 645.75! 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what are the facts T The charge ($645.75) by 
the Congressional Printer for the work above referred to was for 
10,000 copies, and is made up as follows-! hold the bill in my hand: 
Composition, (double-price matter) .--····------ --------------· --···- ___ . __ $232 20 
Press-work, 200 tokens, at seventy-five cents, (which covers folding, gather-

ing, stitching!-----.·---------·· .••..•.•.••• ----·· .••••. ---·----·-- .. ---- 150 00 
Paper, (42i reams, at $6.20 1-10) .••••••••••••••• -·-···· •••. ···- --· ··-··· •••• 263 55 

645 75 

That is the way in which the total of $645.75 is made up; and this 
shows that even our committee as well as the Congressional Printer 
may sometimes make mistakes. And now let me read another state­
ment from the speech of the chairman of the committee. He says: 

Here is the report of the Secretary of the Interior, volume 1, for 1875, of which 
five hundred copies were bound, at a cost of $471.30, one hundred bound in thes~lo 
which gentlemen can see, and four hundred in cloth. The cloth copies, accorJina 
to the estimates, cost about twenty cents a. volume, which would leave tho cost o1 
this bound copy at about ~3.90 per volume. 

Now, what are the facts T The charge of $471.37 above referred to 
is made up as follows: • 

No composition, it being printed at the same time as the regula.r congressional 
edition. 
Press-work, (whichooversfolding, &o.) .................................... $93 00 
Paper, (:.Jlll-20 reams, at $6.14 4-5) ...•.•.••••• - .•.. - .... - . • • • • .. • . . . . . . . . 193 91 
Inserting plate-work .-.-- .. ----···· .... -----·-· .. --··--·.·-·.-.----- ... ---- 4 40 
Binding four hundred in cloth, at twenty cents, and one hund..Nd in half 

Turkey, at $1.-····-····-···········-······-·-·-·················--··---· 180 00 

471 37 
I mention these things not to intimate that there is any wrong in­

tention on the part of tho committee, but to show that a.ll of us are 
liablo to mistakes. And I wish to say llere that I cloubt not there 
have been mistakes n.nd perhaps extravagance in some respects in 
the Government Printing Office. But though search has been made 
from New York to Washington as with alighted candle in every place 
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where it was possibl~ to get proof, yet I assert that though there may 
have been mistakes, and t llough ia some instances work might have 
beon done cheaper, yet there h~ not been discovered one cent of 
fraud, one dollar used illegal]y by tile Gove1·nment Printer or a.ny of 
his subordinates. The book-keeping in the Congressional Printing 
Office may be improved unquestionably; but it is the same system 
that came to the Congressional Printer when he entered the office; 
and I believe, as I said the other day, that he is anhonest and honor­
able man. 

Since I made my statement the other day, conscientiously and hon­
estly, I have been threatened by an anonymous letter that I have got 
to be killed oft Well, it does not matt-er much to me about being 
killed off; I do not know exact.lywhat it means. But I did not seek 
this place, and it will be no p:H·ticular sacrifice for me to resig:u it. 
But while I stand here I will stand up for the rights of an American 
citizen when I believe he is treated unjustly; and I think the Con­
gressional Printer in this secret examination, without the privilege 
of meeting his accusers face to face and of cross-questioning them, has 
been treat-ed unjustly. I cannot do otherwise than express the thought 
of my heart that he is an honest man. And though there may be 
things to improve, as I doubt not there are, yet he is not to be con­
demned for fraud or intentional dishonesty in any respect whatever. 

Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. In justice to the majority of the committee, 
after the remarks of the gentleman from Rhode Island, I deem it 
proper to make a very brief statement in regard to one charge that 
is preferred, and that is that the Congressional Printer has not had 
an opportunity to meet the charges against him. The gentleman him­
self was present until called away from Washington by pressing busi­
ness and he Iruows the truth of what I say. There was no matter 
affecting the Congressional Printer in regard to which he was left 
uninformed. Every time any point came up• affecting his administra­
tion of the Government Office, no matter how trivial, he was placed 
in possession of the facts and asked to explain or bring forward tes­
timony upon the point. 

This was not a partisan or a political inquiry. It waa merely a 
matter of business, and it was treated as a matter of business by the 
committee. 

I hold in my hand here the testimony, and appeal to the gentlemen 
upon this floor to examine it. Look at the list of the witnesses called. 
First, there was the Congressional Printer. He said that he could 
not answer certain questions, and asked the committee to call men 
from his office to answer in reference to those matters. We did call 
them. And of the fifty witnesses or thereabouts that we called, about 
thirty, perhaps upward of thirty, were out of the Congressional 
Printing Office or were friends of his. The testimony shows this. 
We bad no charges to make. We found a certain state of things ex­
istinG· \Ve asked the Congressional Printer to explain it. He was 
unable to explain it. The testimony shows he was utterly unable to 
explain it. This is clearly and distinctly shown. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, one wore! in regard to the administration of this 
office, although I do not desire to trespass on the time of the House. 
The first is to the gold-leaf which has been referred to. The testi­
mony is very explicit that in using gold-leaf there is and must be a 
large waste. The testimony shows that the waste amounts to one­
fourth of the gold-leaf purchased--

Mr. BALLOU. I wish to say, in answer to that, that the cost of the 
gold-leaf wasted is about 20 per cent. on the intrinsic value of the 
gold-leaf purchased, but the principal cost of the gold-leaf is in la­
bor. But of the $50,000 of gold-leaf purchased there is not a loss of 
over $400. 

Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. I speak of the amount purchased; and the 
testimony bears me out in the statement that one-fourth of it comes 
back in waste; that there is a waste of one-fourth of the gold-leaf 
which is put on books broadcast and is then scraped off and be­
comes waste. Now, that waste when brought together, melted, and 
refined, is about 2:> per cent. on every dollar's worth of gold-leaf that 
is used. That is the distinct testimony of the men who handle it. 

One word more. The gentleman has referred to the making of pri­
vate contracts. The old contract system was iniquitous. It worked 
wrong to the Government, as I said the other day. But what was 
the result after its abolition f We find that a greater waste is made 
by the Government Office tbo.n was made by private contracts. We 
find, too, that the expenditures have averaged $1,iOO,OOO a year for 
the last seven years, and that there has been a net loss to the Go-v­
ernment of not less than $500,000 a year. I am making no charges 
now of fraud or corruption. I simply state facts, and gentlemen can 
find them by an examination of the report. 

Now, the gentleman from Rhode Island has referred to "sliiYht" 
irregularities in the book-keepin~ of the Government Printin~ Office. 
What did we find during this mvestigation f Mr. Clapp, tne Con­
gressional Printer, was placed upon the stand first, that he might give 
the committee information in regard to the workings of the office and 
the book-keeping there. He did so as far as it was in his power, or 
professed to do so. 'Ve asked him all that we could think of in regard 
to it. Every point that occurred to the mind of any member of the 
committee was suggested to him; and :finally we sent for the cash­
books of the office. An examination of the cash-books revealed that 
la.rge sums of money had not been entered upon these books at all. 
We found that documents had been sold to various parties and ~he 
cash-books showed no entry of the transactions. From one ftrm alone 
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the Congressional Printer has received upward of $1,000 since the 
close of this investigation for documents. which he l.Jacl failell to enter. 
That was one itom alone. I should call that a very selious, not a 
"~;light," irregularity. We found in one column of the cash-b0oks an 
error of $200, and t.hat a forced balance was made, and. no explana­
tion whatever was given to the committee. 

Again, when the cash books were brought to us it was stated that 
large sums of money from tho sale of waste and documents of every 
kind, all of which should havt} been put in the Treasury, had not beeu 
entered in the books at all. It will be found from the reports of the 
Congressional Printer that for years past he states that so much h;ul 
been realized from the sales of waste and documents a11d deposited 
in theTreasury. Wewerefurnishedaloosesheetof paper, and when 
traced to the legitimate conclusion it showed that the Congressional 
Printer had in his hands about$60,000 of money, not a dollar of which 
had been placed on the cash-books, and we have no explanation of 
the fact that is satisfactory to the committee, to the House, or to the 
country. If that is a "slight" irregularity, I have no idea what a 
bona fide genuine irregularity would be. It will be thus seen that these 
irregularities are enough to condemn the administration of the office. 

The printing of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD has been referred to 
here. Special inquiry was made hy the committee in regard to the 
RECORD. We found-and mark you, upon this point we examined 
employes of the Government Printer-that a great number of items 
and the cost thereof were omitted. For instance : 

Blank-books for keeping the a.ccounts, stationery, broom.'i, rollers, roller-compo. 
sitiou, sirup, lye, ice, horse-feed, horse-shoeing, care of horses, repairs to machinery, 
blankets for presses, oil, benzine, fuel, sream-power, freight, hauling, gas in press 
and folding rooms, salary of clerk in charge of accounts-

This last item alone amounting to $1,200 a year-
binding of one hundred copies of four volumes each in sheep, and two bunrlred 
copies of four volumes each in calf, the cost of paper for the same, and the differ­
ence between the price of leather used and that charged, and other items. 

This is but an imperfect list of the matters omitted from the state­
ment reporting the cost of the RECORD, every one of which it was 
admitted by employes of the Congressional Printing Office should 
have been chru:ged. The various items I have enumerated, and 
others not reported, aggregate not less than $12,000 for a short 
session of Congress. Now, I have omitted calculating the decrease 
by wear and tear of type, machinery, &c., which amounts to at least 
10 per cent. of the investment. Taxes, insurance, and rent, of course, 
and probably other items have not been counted. The committee 
examined this matter thoroughly, and if gentlemen will examine the 
testimony and the history of the last few years they will find that we 
were right in our conclusions. Take a long and short session of Con­
gress, combine the two, and you will find that as the proceedings and. 
debates are now printed at the Government office theycost$50,000 more 
to the Governm~t than. if done by private contracts as proposed by 
the committee. 

Mr. SINGLETON. In replytowhat has been said bymycolleague 
on the committee, (Mr. BALLOU,] I wish to say a few words; and first, 
as to the charge that his friend, Mr. Ch1rpp, has not had a fair chance 
before the committee. Now, sir, it will be remembere<.l that the gen­
tleman from Rhode Island himself is a member of that committee, 
and a verv zealous and watchful friend of the interest of the Con­
gressional Printer, and if the gentleman had reason to complain of 
the manner in which the investigation was conducted it should have 
been made then and there. But no word of complaint or objection 
ever escaped his lips that I now call to mind, and if the gentleman 
now rises and. says that in the examinat.ion of witnesses the investi­
gation was not conducted in fairness to Mr. Clapp, he is putting him .. 
self in a position where his negligence is not to be easily explained. 

Mr. BALLOU. It is not fair under any circumstance that a man 
should be accused and not be able to meet his accusers; and this com­
mittee has not allowed Mr. Clapp, the Congressionai Printer, to be pres­
ent during t.he examination of witnesses; Now I am no lawyer and 
I am a novice in legislation, but I (lo feel that when a man is accused 
he should have the privilege of standing up before his accusers and 
cross-examining them. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I hope the ffentleman will take his seat and 
hear me through as I did him. I do not like to be interrupted at 
every step I take in answering his remarks. I now decline to yield 
further to interruptions. You will have an opportunity to respond 
to what I say. I state here that the Congressional Printer was never 
prevented from being present at the examination of witnesses, never 
refused the privilege of cross-examining them. I appeal now to my 
colleague on the committee, the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. VANCE,] 
to state whether the Congressional Printer was ever excludecl from 
the committee-room, or prevented from examining a witness. 

Mr. VANCE of Ohio. He never was. 
Mr. SINGLETON. 1 stn.te again that he had the opportunity of com­

ing to the committee-room at all times and of being heard, not only 
by himself, but, as the correspondence between himself and the com­
mittee will show, he had the privile~e of bringing counsel with him. 

Mr. BALLOU. That was at the close of the investigation. 
:Mr. SINGLETON. I will read the correspondence between Mr. 

Clapp and the chairman of the committee, in order that I may forever 
settle this question as to whether Mr. Clapp had the privilege of being 
present and examining witnesses or introducing such Witnesses as he 
chose. 
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Mr. FOSTER. From what page is the gentleman readingf 
Mr. SINGLETON. I read from pages 10 and 11 of the report of the 

Committee on Printing: 
OFFICE OF TI:IE Co~GR~SIONAL PRINTER, 

Washington, Apri/,21, 1876. 
DEAR Sm: As I have been assured by your committee that! shall have the privi­

lege of reviewing the testimony taken in the printing investigation and of intro­
ducing rebutting testimony, aD<l as I am not versed in the Ia.ws and rules of evi­
dence, I de:iiro the privile,ge of being attended by counsel. Will yon please an­
swer if that pri vil.e;e wi 11 be granted 1 

Very respectaiilly, A .. M. CLAPP, 
Oon.greuional PrimUr. 

Now this letter contradicts directly what my friend from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Bau,ou] says. Here is an uclmowledgment of a fact 
which is true that he shoultl have the privilege of reviewing and in­
troducing rebutting testimony, &c. There is a little postscript t.o 
this lett.er which I will read, that I may not be charged with sup­
pressing any part of it: 

I have been suffering from sciatic rheumatism for nearly o. week past, but hope 
to be able to get to the Capitol by Monday. 

Hon. JOlli'i L. VANCE, 
Chairman House Committee on Printing. 

The gentleman says that charges were preferred a~ainst the Con­
gressional Printer. What charges were preferred ana. who preferred 
them f \Ve were required by the order 9f this House to investigate 
the affairs of the Printing Office and the conduct of the Congressional 
Printer himself. There were no charges preferred against the Con­
gressional Printer. We were simply looking into his conduct and the 
management of that office, as you would inquire into any other office 
or any other Department of the Government. There were no charges 
preferred against Mr. Clapp. The letter in reply to that of the Con­
gressional Printer I will now read: 

HOUSE OF REPRES&~ATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., April24, 1876. 

DRAR Sm: I am directed by the Committee on Printing to inform you that they 
nre ready to heal' the testimony of such additional witnesses as you may desire to 
produce. I am further instructed to say that the committee havo, at your request, 
already examined a number of witnesses from the Government Printing Otfico, 
bnt, desirous that no means be left untried to arrive at tho truth regarding tho cost 
of public printing, shall be pleased to hear the statemflnt of others. It is necessary 
that the investigation be brought to a close, and you will therefore bring forward 
yonr witnesses durin~ tho latter part of the present week. 

You are further informed that you can examine the t estimony at any time after 
Thursday morning at ten o'clock, in the committee-room; and tho co1n'llittee de­
sire me to add t~t you are at liberty to bring before them any reputable member 
of the legal profession as counsel. 

was first put on the stand we allowed . him to send for his clerk to 
make explanations--

Mr. BALLOU. When the gentleman makes a cha.rge-­
Mr. SINGLETON. I wi1l not submit to further inteiTuption. 
Mr. BALLOU. I ought to answer the charge--
The SPEAKER pro tempm·e. The gentleman from Mississippi is en­

titled to the floor. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I say that when the Congressional Printer was 

first on the stand, not being able to explain his transactions, be wM 
permitted to send for his clerk to aid him, and he ha.d him there as a 
prompter and to put answers into his mouth which he could not 
make himself. 

Now, sir, after all this courtesy on our part-after we have given 
him every opportunity to make his explanation, and examine wit­
nesses, which he has declined as I will presently show by his letter-

. to charge that we have not given him a fair chance, is a reflection 
upon the committee which I think is not warranted and wholly un­
expected on the part of my colleagues on the committee. . I will now 
read the response made by Mr. Clapp to that letter of invitation: 

OFFICE OF THE CONGRESSIONAL PRL'ITEU, 
Wa.shington, April 27, 1876. 

Srn: I desire to a{) knowledge the receipt of the note of your clerk under date of 
the 24th instant.. On consultation with counsel, I am adv1Red that, inasmuch as I 
am an officer of the Senate of the United States, your commit.tee ba.<J no jurisdiction 
to investigate my conduct in office as Congressional Printer, and that your commit­
tee will not pretend to do so. . 

So far a.s your inquiries under the resolution of the House of Representa.tives 
are concerned, I have no special interest, and therefore I have concluded that I 
have no clnty to perform except to give yon any information in my power in regard 
to the subject under investigation by your committee, which I have already done. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
· A. M. CLAPP, 

Oongressional Printer. 
Hon. JoiTN L. V A...'WE, 

Chai17114n of House Committee on Printing. 

The members of this House and the count,ry can judge whose fault 
it is that Mr. Ulapp was not present and did not make his explana­
tions. Here was the evidence all before him; he was permitted to 
examine the whole of it ; he was invited to bring other witnesses 
there; because we wanted to arrive at the truth; we did not want 
to blacken the character of any man without giving him an oppor­
tunity to explain. Yet he throws himself upon his dignity and ap­
pealed to another forum where he might make his plea of justification 
of his conduct. He peremptorily refuses to come before tbis commit-

Very respectfully, yours, &c., eRAS. J. WIENER, tee with his witnesses and attorney as he might have done, and vin-
Clerk of the Committee. dicate, if pogsible, his good name and character from the damagin(J' 

Hou. A.M. CLAPP, facts in testimony before said committee. 'fhe plain truth is, that 
CongresBionaZPrinter. there is no explanation to be given; he cannot contradict his own . 

Mr. FOSTER. I wish to call the attention of the gentleman and of statements; he cannot contradict his own clerks and foremen, who 
the House to the fact that that letter was written after all the testi- were examined. The only chance for him to escape the penalty of 
mony had been taken with the exception of one witness. Then the the law seems to be in retreating behind the fact that he is an officer 
committee proposed to give Mr. Clapp time in which to exnmin.e the 9f the Senate; and that I do not believe will avail him. He was 
testimony and introduce witnesses. never precluded from examining witnesses. Besides that, I repeat, 

Mr. SINGLETON. It does not matter whether it wa..~ written be- the gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. BALLOU] was there, and al­
fore or after. He had full opportunity to be present at all times, and ways put such questions to the witnesses as he thought would bring 
at his request the further privilege was granted of reviewing all the out proper explanations. We, as members of that committee, had no 
testimony and being represented by counsel in the examination of attorney to represent us. \Ve had no feed counsel to prosecute him 
other witnesses by way of rebuttal. on the part of the Government. \Ve were sitting there for the pur-

Mr. FOSTER. I want to know if that is fair play¥ poseof getting at the truth of this whole matter-not to furnish any-
Mr. SINGLETON. I so regard it. thing for our report except what was strictly true. 
Mr. FOSTER. You conduct a star-chamber investigation in secret Mr. FOSTER. Will the gentleman allow me a question f 

and you give the man a single day to be heard. Mr. SINGLETON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SINGLETON. You are altogether .mistaken about the star- Mr. FOSTER. You say you had no attorney before your commit-

chamber investigation. tee. 
Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. He was invited to be present at the exam- Mr. SINGLETON. We had not. 

iuation of every witness. Mr. FOSTER. Where was RivesT 
Mr. FOSTER. That does not appear from the record. Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. He was never in the committee-room during 
Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. I do not care whether it appears or not; that the examination of witnesses. 

was the fact. He was there part of the time and wa-s never denied the 1\Ir. SINGLETON. I corroborate the statement of the chairman, 
privilege of being there. An invitation was extended to him to be [Mr. VANCE.] He was never present when witnesses were being ex-
present. amined. 

Mr. FOSTER. I desire to understand whether the gentleman Mr. FOSTER. He prompted probably almost every question put. 
from Mississippi [Mr. SINGLETON] undertakes to prove from this re- Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. He ditl not. 
port that the committee gave the Congressional Printer a chance to Mr. FOSTER. He induced the committee to report in favor of 
be present when witnesses were examined. giving a contract to him for six years. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Yes, as far as the report shows anything on the Mr. SINGLETON. Well, sir, the gentleman undertakes to state 
subject. what he does not know, and what is not true in point of fact. . 
~h. FOSTER. I say that the record is to the exact contrary. Mr. FOSTER. I know that the committee reported in favor of 
Mr. SINGLETON. And I say it is not. giving him the contract. 
?rlr. FOSTER. There is no such proof in the record. Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. The gentleman has made an 88Sertion which 
Mr. SINGLETON. I will again refer the gentleman from Ohio is not the fact, and which there is not a scintilla of proof to sustaiL. 

[Mr. FosTER] to the letter jn~t read in the hearing of the House, I say distinctly that Mr. Rives was never present dnnng theexami­
w hich constitutes a part of the record of the committee's proceedings. nation of any witness; he never came there except at the request of 
}'rom the ~tatement of the chairman, [Mr. VANCE, of Ohio,] corrobo- the committee to give information. 
rated by my own statement, anrl not denied by any one, it will be Mr. FOSTER. Has not the gentleman been in consultation with 
seen that whenever he chose to be present at the examination of any him f 
witness he was never excluded from the committee-room. He was Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 
t here on many occasions, as is well known to the gentleman from 1\lr. FOSTER. About this thing t 
Rhode Island [Mr. BALLou.] as well as to the chairman and myself. .Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 
When his clerks and foremen were examined, he :was present at the Mr. FOSTER. Time and again f 
examination of several of them, and I might say that he prompted Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 
them so far as he was allowed to do so. Not only that, bot when ,he _ Mr. FOSTER. That is all. 
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Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. Furthermore, I will say that I have been in 

consultation with Mr. Clapp--
Mr. FOSTER. That is all. 
Jl.1r. VANCE, of Ohio. No, I beg the gentleman's pardon; it is not 

all; I have been in consultation with Mr. Clapp time after time; 
with Mr. De Vinne, of New York, time after time; with moro men 
tban there are fingers on both my hands time after time, seeking for 
facts.. 

Mr. SINGLETON. It is not quite ingenuous for the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Fos'r.En] to undertake to cast a reflection upon the com­
mittee because we have consulted with Mr. Rives in order to find out 
what we could in reference to the· conduct of this officer. 

Mr. FOSTER. Does the gentleman call it a reflection to intimate 
that the committee have been consulting with Mr. Rives' 

Mr. SINGLETON. You seem to laugh as if you thought there waa 
something in it. 

Mr. FOSTER. O, no ; not at all. 
Mr. SINGLETON. The gentleman seems to be very much amused 

nnd supposed from that fact that he thoughL he had made a point 
against the committee. 

Mr. FOSTER. I understand Mr. Rives to be a very respectable 
man. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I cannot yield to the gentleman further. I wish 
to be courteous, but I must decline to submit to further interruption. 

I wish to put this matter before the country in its proper light. I 
affirm again that what we have done has been done in no spirit of 
bitterness. We have given Mr. Clapp at all times and under all cir­
cumstances full opportunity to be heard before us by himself, his at­
torney, and his witnesses, and to cross-examine the witnesses that 
have been produced. We have offered him the opportunity to be 
present with or without counsel; yet he declines to appear and now 
comes into this House through his friends and declares that we have 
not dealt fairly with him. It is a mere subterfuge gotten up to hide 
him from public indignation, to create sympathy in his behalf, which, 
it is hope~1 will cover up his enormities as a public functionary. The 
public will hold him accountable, whatever may be done here. 

I am perfectly willing the whole testimony shall go before the 
country that it may determine whether we have conducted this ex­
amination in that spirit which should animate honest and straight­
forward men. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is one other thing to which I wish to refer. 
The gentleman from Rhode Island to-day, as on a former occasion, 
vaunts the honesty and integrity of the Congressional Printer. I 
dislike to say anything on that subject, preferring to let the testimony 
determine the question whether he is honest or not, but when the 
gentleman declares and reiterates the fact that he is honest and his 
skirts are clear, I feel I must call the attention of the House to a few 
of the statements and facts contained in the testimony. 

You will find that .Mr. Clapp came before the Committee on Print­
ing, and, when interrogated as to whether he had deposits in any 
bank in this city, his response was that he had not. Bnt I will turn 
to the testimony itself, lest you might suppose I have not quoted him 
correctly. I will let his own statements speak, together with an­
swers given by others, to show whether he is honest and truthful or 
not. I read from page 82 of the testimony taken in this c:::.se and ac­
companying the report of the Committee on Printing. 

The Congressional Printer, being under oath, answered aa follows: 
Question. H.a.ve you no deposit in any bank in the city~ 
Answer. No, sir. 
Such is the response which he makes to a question propounded to 

him by the Committee on Printing. 
A few days afterward the cashier of the Metropolis Savings Bank 

in this city, J. A. Ruff, testified before the committee, and answered 
in this wise : 

Question. Wbat amount of money has he on deposit in your bank i 
That question refers to the Congressional Printer, .Mr. A. M. Clapp. 

Mr. Rufl's answer was : 
.Answer. I think about $12,000. On March 11, A. M. Clapp deposited $12,641 05 

and on the same day he made a check for $300. On March 29 he made a check for 
f40.81. 

Leaving about $12,300. How does this tally with his statement 
that he had no deposit in nnybank in the city! Now let the gentle­
man reconcile these statements if he can, and then boast of the hon­
esty and inte~ty of the Congressional Printer. 

Again, we mtroduced Mr. H. C. Swaine, cashier of the Sec«:>nd Na­
tional Bank, as a witness, who also bears testimony to the falsity of 
the statement that Clapp had no bank deposits. Here are the ques­
tions and answers : 

Question. After examination of the books, what amount at any one time or at 
various times did Mr. Clapp have on deposit before you become cashier 7 • 

.Answer. Not exceeding $15,000 or $16,000 at any one time. 
* * * * * * * 

Q. What amount has he now on deposit 1 
A. Not exceeding $1,800. 

We next examined George H. B. White, cashier ·of the National 
Metropolitan Bank of this city. 

Question. What amount of money has Mr. Clapp had on deposit at your bank~ 
Answer. I caunot say t.hat I have examined carefully into that but as high as 

$10,000, or more possibly, at a time ; not IllilDY times. I think, probably, hardly at 
any time more than $10,000, and not that I know of more than on one occasion. • 

To the question whether he had any deposits he answered unequivo­
cally tha.t he had none. M1·. Ruff, cashier of the Metropolis Savings 
Bank, and Mr. Swaine, cru;hier of the Second National n~wk, testitieu 
before the committee as stated above, fully controoicting him. 

Mr. BALLOU. Is there any evidence that was Government money? 
Mr. SINGLETON. I do not yield for further interruption. 
The SPEAKER pro tempo1·e. The gentleman from Rhode Island is 

not in order. 
Mr. BALLOU. I merely wish to state that there is no evidence 

these deposits were Government money. 
Mr. SINGLETON. The question, it will be observed, did not make 

any reference to GoveTnment money, but was general in character. 
I cannot submit to further interruptions. 
I wish now, Mr. Speaker, to call the attention of the House to an­

other gross misstatement, to use no stronger .term, which was made 
by the Congressional P1inter. I refer to page 85 of the testimony: 

By Mr. SINGLETON: 

Question. Please stat~ the amount of money you now have on deposit in your 
safe belonging to tho Government, accumulating from the sale of documents, 
waste, &c . 

.Answer. Somewhere in the vicinity of ~.ooo. 

Now, sir, I tnrn to page 108. The question was asked Mr. Clapp: 
Will you pennit the clerk of this committee, Mr. Wiener, to go to your office 

and in your presen.ce count the money? 
Answer. Yes, au. 

Mr. Wiener did accompany him. '!'hey went to the office together, 
as Mr. Wiener testified. And what does Mr. Wiener, the clerk of the 
committee, say, after he had gone and counted the money f ·He says: 

I counted the sum in the safe and found that it amounted to $16,257.99. 

Mr. Clapp had sworn in the committee-room not many minutes be­
fore this examination took place that there was in .his safe at that 
moment a sum in the neighborhood of $50,000 belonging to the Gov­
ernment; and the clerk of the committee leaves the room with him, 
goes with him to the office and counts the money, and there :finds 
$16,257.90. -

Mr. BALLOU. ·wm the gentleman allow me-
Mr. SINGLETON. No, sir; I have been interrupted enough. Such 

is the evidence of tho honesty of this friend of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island. 

I will not characterize the offense of which he has been guilty. 
Other officials of the country must look into that, and determine 
whether he is not indictable for a. grave offense under the criminal 
law of the land. But again this honest official, of whom the gentle­
man talks, has kept in his possession, as he states himself, for about 
five years large sums of money that belonged-to the Government, 
amounting, as the testimony of his own clerk, Mr. Larcom be, shows, 
to $50,000, but which under an examination maue by an expert, Mr. 
Behle, amounts to upwards of 60,000. And yet there is not one scratch 
of a. pen in any book in his office which shows that there is one single 
dollar in his ha-nds belonging to the Government. The books of the 
office have been balanced from year to year. The amounts of money 
they profess to have received and profess to have paid over are there 
balanced-and any gentleman can examine them-ancl there is not a 
trace on those books of this large amount of money that belongs to 
the Government of the United States. Such is another evidence of 
the honesty of the Congressional Printer. 

Let me refer to another matter. In 1·egard to this question of gold­
leaf it is in proof here-and I ask that members of this House will ex­
amine the proof-that the amount of gold-leaf bought by the office 
during the last seven years there should be no less than $14,000 of 
waste which belongs to the Government; and yet, when we came to 
examine into it, we found there was less than four hundred dollars' 
worth of that wa-ste of gold-leaf. We sent it over and had it refined 
at Baltimore in the presence of .Mr. Roberts and Mr. Wiener, and it 
turned out less than $400, there being a loss to the Government of 
almost 14,000 by the neglect, o1·whatever yon choose to characterize 
it, of this Congressional Printer. Here is additional evidence of the 
honesty of that gentle.QJan. 

I need not read from the testimony in regard to these points. What 
I have 8aid in reference to them will not be controverted. What I 
have said in regard to the amount of money in the hands of the Con­
gressional Printer he does not deny, and it is proved by his own book­
keeper and by Mr. Behle, the expert who examined the matter. It is 
settled beyond any controversy. 

I might follow up these charges against the Congressional Printer 
and show that in other respects he has been grossly delinquent; that 
he has received money-the receipts for which accompany the testi­
mony reported-from divers individuals and given his receipts for it 
which are before this House as exhibits, and yet there is not a par­
ticle of evidence on his books showing that that money came into his 
hands. Do you call this honesty 1 Will you now vaunt your friend 
aa an honest man in the face of the world with all these facts staring 
you in the faceT If they prove anything they prove just the reverse 
of what the gentleman from Rhode Island has stated to-day. They 
prove that there is no honesty, no soundness, no integrity in the Con­
gressional Printer. 

If the Congressional Printer and his friends are a-nxious to have 
further examination into his acts and doings, ample time will 1Jo a.f-
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forded. If he ca.n explain away what he has said himself, or can con · 
tradict any of the evidence aO'ainst him by his book-keepers, clerks, 
and foremen, let him do it and' produce his evidebce before this Honse, 
and perhaps its decision will be rever ed. But I venture the. asser­
tion t·o-day that he cannot get out of the e charge.q unless he IS able 
to shield himself behlnd the fact that he is an officer of the Senate 
and not responsible for his acts to this body. But I do not wish to 
prosecute this matter any further. What I have done ha.s not been 
done in an improper spirit. I wish it to be distinctly understood that 
this was no pleasant task to me. I have not been the prosecutor of 
any criminal for years. I have been a practitioner of Jaw, and have 
declined to take fees for prosecutions because contrary to my feel­
ings and my heart. I have been defending law-breakers all my life. 
But here I had no discretion. I had not the privilege of selecting my 
client. .And when a duty is put on me I will discharge that duty in 
the face of the country, to the best of my ability, even though I should 
get lett.ers ~uch as the gentleman from Rhode Island spoke of, t~lreat­
oninO' my life. Let me say that the matter of .these letters 1s too 
friv~ous to be paraded here, too ritiiculous to bring to the attention of 
the House. I ha,ve no hesitation in saying1 in view of my knowledge 
of men, if the gentleman has received those lette-rs they have been 
prompted by .A • .M. Clapp and his friends, that capital might be made 
out of these fa-cts. I think the chairma.n of this committee, [Mr. 
VANCE,] who ha,.s be6n diligently following this ma,tter up, will bear 
testimony that his House has been watched time after time to see 
who went in there to communica,te iuf6rmation. .And we know that 
the men holding office under the Congressional Printer are afraid to 
come before the committee ::md give evidence, knowing that if they 
do they will be turned out of their positions. .And they have declined 
to do so because they knew it would be their death-warrant. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I call the previous question. .-
Mr. GARFIELD. I desire a few moments. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I had no desire to debate this question, but wa,.s 

forced to do so by remarks made by my colleague on tho committee, 
[Mr. BALLOU.] I do not wish to have it debated f~her at this stage 
of the question. . _. ~ 

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to say a few words at thlS stage of the 
qnestion. 

The SPEAKER pro temport-. Doe.s the gentleman from Mississippi 
insist upon the previous question f 

Mr. SINGLETON. I do. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I hope the House will not snsta.in the dema,nd. 
:Mr. SINGLETON. I do not wish to be discourt-eous, anti I with-

draw the call for the previous question. 
Mr. R.L~D.ALL. Is the hour up f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not; t.en minutes remain. 
Mr. GARFIELD . • I desire only to make two or three points on the 

merits of the proposition, not on the question of what uaa boon done 
fairly or unfairJy about the matter of investigation, although it does 
appear to me that that sense of .Anglo~Saxon fair play which I be­
lieve.. every white man has inherited with his blood-! mean which 
every .Anglo-Saxon inherits from his race-that when a m::m is accused 
of anything, and especially of criminal aots, he onght to have a chance 
to meet his accusers face to face and be permitted to cross-examine 
them--

Mr. WILLIS Why do you not include the colored brethren f They 
are equally entitled to fair play. . 

Mr. GARFIELD. That 1·ight, as I understand, was not g1ven to the 
Congressional Print.er in this investigation; but no matter. I pass all 
that by to call the attention of the House to the thing which it is 
now proposed to do, namely, to abolish our present methotl of printing 
the CoNGR~SSIONAL RECORD; to take it out of the hands of the Gov­
ernment Pl·inting Office and turn it over to the system of contract. 
Is that a wise thing to do f If we refer this matter to the Commit­
tee on .Appropriations we pr<lvide that they shall do this thing ; it 
is a recommendation to them to do it. Now, I say that the la.rgest 
share of the experience of the Government in reference to this mat­
ter has been in the. way of contract printing, and the largest share of 
sc::mdal that has ever come out of any Government work in propor­
tion to the amount has boon in regard to the printing. No political 
scandals connected with any one of the smaller expenditures of the 
Government ha,ve ever equaled the scandals which have arisen from 
this busmess of public printing. If we have the work done by the 
Government we will have the business in our hands and under the di­
rect supervision of our committee and inspectors as to the honesty and 
fairness of the work; but, under the contract system, when we have 
once made a contract and turned it over to the contractor, it is al­
most impossible in the very nature of the case that any amount of 
rascality shall not happen. -

Now, I am not s.'tying a word against the party to wholl\ it is pro­
posed to give this contract, but I want to refer to a fact or two. For 
exrunple, in the years just preceding the war this business of Govern­
ment printing was done by contract, and I hold in my hand a volume 
nearly one-half of which is taken up with the report of the dreadful 
abu es of printing at that time. There was a printer to the House 
and . printer to the Senate, and by a sublea e they gave the work 
to a third party, and a large sum of money paid was a bonus to that 
third party. He actnally let out the printing to a political editor at 
43 per cent., not on the net profits but on the gross receipts. -It was 
a clear, naked gift to a political party for political purposes. It was 

sworn to and so testified to that 43 per cent. of the gross profits were 
a political contribution to a political party. 

Now, there is another thing that can happen nuder the contract 
system to which I wish to call attention. When the printer was paid 
so much per thousand ems on one occasion a new font of type was 
procured, what is known as broad-shouldered type. It takes only 
two-thirds as many to fill a line as the original type, because under 
the old role the counting was so much per type; and the Government 
had to pay one-third more for composing in consequence of tho in­
creased space occupied by the broad-shouldered type, which was an 
increase of 33t per cent.; and this was just by the trickiness of cer­
tain firms in using certain forms of type; the letters were the sam~ 
at the time, were broad-shouldered, anti ocoupie<l more space; aud 
all the tricks of the trade were resorted to. If we recur to the con­
tract system all these old evils will return ; and we are calleti upon 
now, after three years' experiment of doing the work ourselves, to 
abandon the experiment and go back to the worst policy in reference 
to this public printing that we have ever known. 

:Mr. V .ANCE, of Ohio. That does not refer to the printing of the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I am not now talking of the printing of the 
RECORD. 

.Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. The gentleman ca,n say nothing in regard to 
the contract system but what will meet my approval, but at the same 
time the entire cost of printing during the years to which he refers 
will not cover the excess of charges now in one year. 

:Mr. GARFIELD. Of course my colleague if he had been here for 
three or four years would have known that I have been laboring in 
season and out season in the Committee on Appropriations to cut 
down the cost of the public printing. The trouble is not in the rate 
of printing, but in the enormous demands for printing that the two 
Houses of Congress make. 

Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. That is not the trouble. 
Mr. GARFIELD. Two years ago the C'ommittee on .Appropriations 

brought in a clause in a bill relating to the public pTinting, providing 
that the rate in our printing office should not be more than 5 per 
cent. in excess of the rates paid in New York, Phlla.-delphia, and Bal­
timore which is fixed by the printers' typographical union. Wo 
carried it through tellers, but were bea,ten on the yeas and nays. 
Why t Because the printers' union controlled by their rules the 
price of labor; and when a member of the Union in some other place 
comes here he is compelled to obey the rules of the printers' union 
here. 

Now it so happens that a majority_ of the printers employed in the 
Government Office belong to the printers' union, and the wages they 
demand are 50 per cent. higher than they are in Philadelphia, Balti­
more, and New York. The Committee on AppTopriations, the time 
to whjch I have referred, was overruled because an election wa.s 
pending and gentlemen did not like to oppose the printers' union. 
I was confro~ted here by that printers' union. I was told that that 
printers' union had ma.rked me for slaughter at home politically, 
and that if it was necessary to raise money to beat me it should be 
done by the printers' union. They tried it and failed, nnd we have 
been paying about 40 per cent. more here than is paid in other cities. 
If you want reform, here is the place to mn.ke it. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. VANCE, of Ohio. The Government office is paying more for 

labor now than outside offices in the city of Washington. 
:Mr. SINGLETON. I now move the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
The question was taken on agreeing to the report of the Commit-

tee on Printing; and on a division there were-ayes 107, noes 74. 
So the report was agreed to. 
Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the vote by which the report 

was adopted; and also moved that· the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATIO:Y BILL. 

Mr. RANDALL, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a. 
bill (H. R. No. 3478) roakin~ appropriations for the current and con­
tingent expenses of the Inaian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipula,tions with varjons Indian tribes for the yea,r ending June 30, 
1877, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
ordered to be printed, and made a special order immediately after the 
disposal of the naval appropriation bilL 

Mr. SEELYE. I desire -to reserve all points of order on that bill. 
TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to call up the naval appropriation bill, but 
before doing so I will yield to the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. WELLS, of Mississippi. I ask consent to introduce for action 
at this time a bill making certain transfers of appropriations in the 
provisions for the contingent expenses of the Department of Justice 
for the current yea,r. 

The SPEAKER pro tempo1·e. The bill will be reatlJ after w hlch o b­
jectious will be in order. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That the provisions for the contingent expenses of the Depart. 

ment of Justice in the act approved March 3, 1875, making appropriations for the 
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legi3lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the GoveTIIIllent for the year end­
in" June 30, 1876, be amended by transferring to the appropriation for miscella­
ne'Ous expenditures the follo~~ sums from their specific appropriations, to wit: 

Three hundred dollars from we appropriation for furniture and repairs: 
Tln-ee hundred dollars from the appropriation for care and subsistence of horses; 

and 
Two hundred dollars from the appropriation for repairs of carriages and harness, 

makin.g the amount so transferred $800. 

Mr. RANDALL. That bill has been examined by the Co~mittee 
on Appropriations, and is believed to be correct. 

There l>eing no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 3479) was received, 
read three times, and passed. 

Mr. WELLS, of Mississippi, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
tho bill wa.s passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Ell.-nOLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re­
ported that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of thfl 
following ti ties; when the Speaker pro tempore signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 2'286) to further provide for the building of a 
custom-house, post-office, court-rooms, &c., in the city of Memphis, 
Tennessee; 

An act (H. R. No. 2452) to extend the time to pre-emptors on pub­
lic lands; and 

An act (H.R.No.3136)extending the timewithin which homestead 
entries upon certain lands in Michigan may be made. 

ORDER OF BUSIXESS. 
Mr. RLOUNT. I now yield to the gentleman from NewY.Ork, [Mr. 

'VARD.] 
Mr. WARD. I desire to call up the special order, being House 

joint resolution No.14, authorizing the appointment of commissioners 
to ascertain on whu.t terms a mutually beneficial treaty of commerce 
with Canada can be arranged. 

:Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of order. · 
The SPEAKER pro tem.pore. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. HALE. I desire to inquire of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 

BLOUNT] if he proposes to call up the naval appropriation bill, in ac­
cordance with the understanding which has been had. Some of us 
have been waiting for days for that bill to be reached. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I propose to call np that bill in one hour and a half 
from this time. 

Mr. HALE. This is the :first intimation I have had that it was not 
to be brought up directly after the printing matter wa.a disposed of. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Perha.ps I should state to the gentleman from :Maine 
[Mr. HALE] what wa.s the umlerstanding. 

Mr. HALE. I have been in conference with the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] about the matter within ten minutes. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman is mistaken about that. I will say 
that I do not intend to do anything that is unfair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the understanding that the naval 
appropriation bill will come up in one hour and a half from this time. 

Mr. HALE. Supposing the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] 
yields the floor now, how does this matter of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. WARD] come up f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the Chair undel'Stands, the gentle­
man is about to call it up. 

Mr. HALE. Can the question of consideration be raised f 
The SPEAKER p1·o tempore. If the gentleman chooses to raise that 

question. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I do not raise it myself. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is always in order. 
Mr. WARD. I hope I may be allowed to proceed, and not have the 

time consumed in thi~; way. 
The SPEAKER pto tempore. Does the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 

HALE] mise the question of consideration between the naval appro­
priation bill and the subject which the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. WARD] proposes to call upf 

Mr. HALE. I do not desire to yield any rights that I may have. 
Let me understand what the gentleman from New York [Mr. WARD] 
proposes. I am opposed to the joint resolution which the gentleman 
ftom New York has referred to, a.s are other gentlemen. If the gen­
tleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOU.NT] has made an arrangement that 
t.he gentleman from New York [Mr. WARD] shall now make his speech 
upon that subject, and that then the subject sh~ll drop, so that it 
will stand as it does now, I will have no objection. 

Mr. BLOUNT. That is the understanding. 
:Mr. HALE. Not that it shall be considered as unfinished business T 
Mr. WARD. It will stand as a special order, following the appro-

priation bills. . 
Mr. HALE. There is to be nothing now more than the gentleman's 

speechf 
Mr. WARD. That is all. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. And at the conclusion of the remarks 

of the gentleman from New York [Mr. WARD] the naval appropria­
tion bill will come up. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would suggest to the gentleman from Georgia 
to ask that the House now make an order for a recess from half past 
four this afternoon to half past seven, the session of this evening to 
be for general debate on the naval appropriation bill. 

1\Ir. BLOUNT. I intended to do that after t.he remarks of the gen­
tleman from New York. 

Mr. HALE. You had better do it now. 
Mr. BLOUNT. At the suggestion of several gentlemen I will ask 

that the House now order that a recess be taken from half past four 
to half pa.at seven. 

:Mr. HENDEE. I desire to ma.ke a suggestion. 
Mr. BLOUNT. I will hear the gentleman. 
Mr. HENDEE. I desire to bring to the attention of the House a 

joint resolution in reference to the acceptance of a statue of Ethan 
Allen. I have been waiting for several days for that purpose, but 
other business bas intervened. I a.sk that, if an evening session be 
ordered, before the House goes into Committee of the Whole this 
evening upon the naval appropriation bill, I may be allowed to pre­
sent tba.t resolution for the action of the Honse and to submit some 
remarks upon the subject; also, that my colleagues may have an op­
portunity to submit some remarks. 

:Mr. BLOUNT. I have no objection to that. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 

HENDEE] proposes that if a recess be taken he shall have the oppor­
tunity to can up this evening the subject of the Ethan Allen statue. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I suggest that we take a recess from. :five o'clock to 
eight o'clock, instea.d offrom half past fonr o'clock till half past seven. 

Several ME~1BERS. 0, no. 
Mr. GARFIELD. Is it the understanding that no business is to be 

done this evening f 
Mr. BLOUNT. I said for general debate only. 
The SPEAKER pro ternpore. The Chair desires to state the arra11ge­

ment, so that there may be no conflict this afternoon or this evening . 
. Mr. HALE. I wish to qualify a remark I made a moment a.rro in 

regard to the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. BLOUNT.] He and fhad 
been talking about this matter, but it was not so lately as I supposed, 
and afterward he may have had conference with the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. WARD,] and wa.a undoubtedly doing what he thought 
was fair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands the arrange­
ment to be that at the end of the speech of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. WARll] the naval appropriation bill shall come np· 
that a recess be taken from :five o'clock till eight o'clock, as suggested 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. O'NEILL]--

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. - I (lesire to ask a question. 
The SPEAKER pro te?npore. The gentleman will allow the Chair to 

state the proposition. When the House meets at eight o'clock the 
joint resolution in regard to the statue of Ethan Allen will come np ; 
and when that is disposed of, the naval appropriation l>ill will be 
taken up for general debate only. Is there objection to this arrange­
ment f The Chair hears none. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understood that -half past seven was to be the 
hour of meeting this evening. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That was modified by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. O'NEILL.] . 

Mr. BLOUNT. I did not accept the modification. . 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I desire to know whether the gentle­

man from New York [Mr. WARD] is now to speak upon a bill fixed 
for this day f 

'fhe SPEAKER pro tempore. He is. 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Then allow me to ask what becomes 

of the special orders fixed for consideration on days previous to thhr, 
and which were not considered on those days T What becomes of 
those bills T Are they lost 7 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. They are not lost. 
Mr. RANDALL. Not if they were made orders to continue from 

da. to day. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. They are continuing orders from day 

to day. The gentleman from Kentucky ha.s the right to raise the 
question of consideration between those special orders and the busi­
ness of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Then I desire to ask whether a bill 
fixed for to-day takes priority of bills fixed for previous days f 

The SPEAKER p1·o terltpore. The·Chair understands that special 
orders take priority in the order of the time for which they were 
fixed. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I would like to have this question 
understood. 

Mr. WARD. I think I must call for the regular order. 
Mr. RANDALL. I desire to say in reply to the gentleman from 

Kentucky that there is now being prepared by the proper clerk of 
the House a list in chronological order of the various special orders; 
so that to-morrow, when that list is expected to be ready, we shall 
be able to see exactly what special orders there are and the relation 
in which they stand to each other. 

1\Ir. JONES, of Kentucky. Then I desire to put a question to the 
Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Tha Chair ha.s alreafly directed the 
Clerk to make out such a list. It is being made at this time. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. That does not answer my question. I 
desire to know ( a.nd I presume it is a parliamentary quest;ion) whether 
bills which have been fixed for certain days and which were not 
reached on those days must be fixed for other days ; or will they come 
up in order without fixing anew a Hme for their consideration 7 

\. 
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The SPEAKER vro tempore. If they are continuing orders, it is not 
necessary to fix another day for their consideration. 

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. I am speaking of bills fixed to be con­
sidered from day to day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The order in which tho gentleman is 
interested is a continuing order from day to day. 

1\Ir. JONES, of Kentucky. I had an apprehension that bills fixed 
as subsequent special orders were being allowed priority. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Before the gentleman from New York [Mr. WARD] 
begins his remarks, I want it understood at what time the House is 
to convene this evening. 

The SPEAKER pt·o tempore. The Chair understands that the gen­
tlaman from Georgia [Mr. BWUNT] insists on the proposition for a 
recess from half past four until half past seven o'clock. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. O'NEILL. I merely made a suggestion; I did not offer an 

amendment. 
The SPEAKER pro tempo-re. It will be understood, then, that the 

recess shall be from half past four until half past seven. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Snn>so~, one of their clerks, 
announced that the Senate had p:lllsed, without amendment, bills of 
the following titles : 

A hill (H. R. No. 1218) making appropriations for the payment of 
claims reported to Congress under section 2 of the act approved June 
16, 1874, by the Secretary of the Treasury; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 2018) to authorize the Exchange National Bank of 
Pittsburgh, Penusylv::mia, to improve certain real estate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed a bill of 
the following title, with amendmonts; in which the concurrence of 
tho House was requested: 

.A bill (H. R. No. 2441) authorizing the appointment of receivers of 
national banks and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the Senate hnd pnssed a bill of 
tbe following title; in which the concurrence of the House was re­
quested: 

A bill (S. No. 677) granting a site for an observatory to the trustees 
of the Lick Observatory of the astronomical department of the Uni­
versity of California. 

RECIPROCITY. 

The House, according to order, proceeded to the consideration of 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 14) authorizing the appointment of 
commissioners to ascertain on what terms a mutually beneficial treaty 
of commerce with Canada can be arranged. 

Mr. ·wARD. Mr. Speaker, at the present time, when ca.,pital seeks 
investment, interest is reduced beyond all precedent in this country, 
wages are lowered, immigration decreases, the value of our exporta is 
diminished, nnd hundreds of thousands of our people are in search of 
work by which they may earn ali velihood, it is the duty of wise states­
men and sound patriots to do tbe utmost in their power to promote the 
return of prosperity by such measures as will best extend the sales of 
our productions and promote our carrying trade and commerce. 
Hitherto, intent upon the development of our unparalleled resources, 
and having a sparse population, we have paid too little attention to 
external trade and the encouragement of foreign markets for our 
products,espeoiallyforthoseofourmanufactories, thenumberofwhich 
we have stimulated to an extent far greater than is commensurate 
with the demands of our own population. 

There is no more obvious remedy for this state of affairs at present, 
nor any more sure and stable foundation of our prosperity in all time 
to come, than the extension of our commercia.! relations with the ad­
jacent countries on this continent-on the north with Canada, nd 
on the south with Mexico. 

EXTE:\""T AND RESOURCES OF CA...~AD.-\. 

We yet seldom appreciate at their great and practical value the im­
portance of the vast regions north of the United States on this conti­
nent. Stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, they con­
tain an area of at least 3,478,380 square miles ; more than is owned by 
the United States, exclusive of our newly acquired territory in the 
far northwest, and not much less than the whole of Europe with its 
family of nations. No small proportion of these Territories consists 
of barren and inhospitable regions in the extreme north; but, as a 
recompense, the arid plains extending through Texas, and thence 
northward beyond the limits of the United States, are comparatively 
insignificant as they en~er the British possessions, where the Rooky 
Mountains, being less elevated and having a narrower base, admit the 
passage of the clouds from the Pacific Ocean, bearing ample rain with 
its fertilizing influences into the interior of the continent. By the 
same cause tbe climate is tempered. 
. 'rhe isothermal line of 60° for summer rises on the northwestern 
plains as high as the sixty-first parallel, its average position in Europe; 
and a favomble comparison may also be traced for winter and the 
other seasons of the year. Spring opens almost simultaneously for a 
distance of about twelve hundred miles on the vast plains reaching 
northerly from Saint Paul. Along the valleys of the Red, Assina­
l1oine, Saskatchewan, and Mackenzie Rivers, for more than seven hun­
dred miles nor th of the limjt of the United States, wheat has been 
grown, yielding most almnd!tllt returns, thus indicating a soil and 

climate well suited for the crops ordinarily produced in the cooler 
parts of the temperate zone. Barley, the grasses, and many root crops 
grow twelve hundred miles north of the same boundary. · 

These facts are significant proofs of the immense capabilities of the 
a~ricultural areas in the interior of the continent north of the forty­
nmth parallel. Westward from these regions-yet scarcely inhabited, 
but of incalculable value in the future-are countries of yet milder 
climate on the Pacific coast, whose relations to California are already 
important. On the eastward are the rapidly increasing settlements, 
enjoying the rich .lands and pleasant climate of Manitoba, on the Red 
H.iver of tho North, a stream capable of steamboat navigation for four 
hundred miles. 

It is asserted by those who add personal knowledge of the subject 
to scientific investigation, that the habitable but undeveloped area of 
the British possessiOns westerly from Lake Superior and Hudson's 
Bay comprises sufficient territory to make twenty-five States equal in 
size to Illinois. Bold aa this assertion is, it meets with confirmation 
in the isothermal charts of Blodgett, the testimony of Richardson, 
Simpson, Mackenzie1 the maps published by the government of Can­
ada, and recent explorations. 

North of a line drawn from the northern limit of Lake Superior to 
the coast at the southern limit of Labrador exists a vast region, P9S­
sessing in its best parts a climate barely endurable, and reaching into 
the arctic regions. This country, even more cold, desolate, and bar­
ren on the Atlantic coast than in the interior latitudes, becoming 
early known to travelers, has given character in public estimation to 
the whole north. 

Another line, drawn from the northern limit of Minnesota to that 
of Maine, includes nearly all the inhabited portion of Canada, a coun­
try extending opposite the Territory of Dakota and States of Min­
nesota,Wisconsin,Miohiga.n,Ohio,Pennsylvania,NewYork,Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Maine, possessing a ol.i..mato identical with th!i.t 
of our Northern States. 

THE MARITIME PROVINCES. 

The "maritime provinces" on theAtl~ntic coastinclndeNew Bruns­
wick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland. 
Geographically they may be regarded as a northeasterly prolonga­
tion of the New England system. Unitedly they include an area of 
at least 86,000 square miles, and are capable of supporting a larger 
population than that at present existing in the United States or Great 
Britain. They are equal in extent to the united territory of Holland, 
Greece, Belgium, Portugal, and Switzerland. 

The natural interests of New Brunswick and the adjacent ~tate of 
Maine are inseparably connected. New Brunswick has an area of 
22,000,000 acres and a sea-coast four hundred miles in extent and 
abounding in harbors. It had at the census of 1871 a population of 
285,594, being nearly equal to that of Nebraska, Nevada, Oregon, and 
Colorado. The chief occupations of its inhabitnnts are connected 
with ·ship-building, tho fisheries, and the timber trade. Judging 
from authentic surveys and records, it is scarcely possible to speak too 
highly of its climate, soil, and capabilities. Few countries are so 
well watered and wooded. On its uureclaimed surface are lttrge 
stocks of timber; beneath are coal-fields. The rivers, lakes, and sea­
coast abound with fi h. 

Nova Scotia, a long peninsula, united to the American continent 
by an isthmus only fifteen miles wide, is two hundred and eighty 
miles in length. The numerous indentations on its coa11t form har­
bors unsurpassed in any part of the world. Including Cape Breton1 it has an area of 12,000,000 acres. Wheat 'lrnd the usual cereals ana 
fruits of the Northern States flourish in many parts of it. Its popu­
lation in 1871 was declared by the census to be 387,800. Besides 
possessing productive fisheries and agricultural resources, it is rich 
in mineral wealt.h, having beneath its surface coni, iron, manganese, 
gypsum, and gold. . 

The province of Prince Edward Island is separated from New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia by straits only nine miles in width. It 
s crescent-shaped, one hundred and thirty miles in length, and at its 

broadest part is thirty-four miles wide. It is a 1evel region, of a more 
moderate temperature than that of Lower Canada, and well adapted 
to agricultural purposes. 

The island of Newfoundland has a sea-coast of one thousand miles 
in extent. It has an area of 2.'3,040,000 acres, of which only a small 
portion is cultivated. Its spring is late, its summer short, but t.be 
frost of winter is less severe than in many parts of our own northem 
State~ and Territories. It is only sixteen hundred and sixty-vfie 
miles distant from Ireland. It possesses a large trade with various 
countries, including Spain, Portugal, Italy, the West Indies, and the 
Brazils. 

The chief wealth of Newfoundland and of the Labrador coast is 
to be found in their extensive and inexhaustible fisheries, in which 
the other provinces also partake. The future products of these, wben 
properly developed by human ingenuity and industry, defy calcula­
tion. The Gulf Stream is met near the shores of Newfoundlaml by a 
current from the polar basin, vast deposits are forme(l by tbe meet­
ing of the opposing waters, the great submarine islands known as 
"The Banks" are formed, and the rich pastures created in Irehlnd by 
the warm and humid influences of the Gulf Stream are compensated 
by the "rich sea-pastures of Newfoundland." The fishes of warm or 
tropical waters, inferior in quality and scarcely cap:Lule of pre.serva-
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tion, cannot form an article of commerce like those produced in in­
exhaustible quantities in these cold and shallow seas. The abundance 
of these marine resources is unequaled in any other portion of the 
globe, except where similar conditions exist in the northern Pacific 
ocean. 

ONTARIO Am> QU.&BEC. 

The provinces of Ontario and Quebec, ktiown as Canada, before 
tbe union with the Dominion, include an a1·ea of not less than 185,-
115,607 acres, independently of the northwestern regions yet scarcely 
open for settlement. Their territory is three times as large as that 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and more than three times that of 
Prussia. It intervenes between the great northwest and the mari­
time provinces, ancl consists chiefly of a vast projection into the ter­
ritory of the United States, although it possesses a coast of nearly 
one thousand miles on theriverand gulf of the Saint Lawrence, where 
fisheries of cod, herring, mackerel, and salmon are carried on success­
fully. Valuable fh:1heries exist also in its lakes. It is rich in metallic 
ore and in the resources of its forests. . Large portions of it are pecu-
1iarly favorable to the growth of wheat, barley, and the other cerea.ls 
of the North. 

Within thirty-five years, or less than the life-time of nearly all who 
are now hearing me, the population of Ontario and Quebec has in­
creased about fivefold, or from 582,000 to 2,812,367. 

THE PEOPLE OF CANADA. ~ 

The population of the Dominion of Canada and the other posses­
siQns now exceeds four milliolis, being more than that of Arkansaa, 
Cnlifornia, Delaw.are, Florida, Kansas, Louisiana, :Maine, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Nevada, and New Hampshire, added together, at the last 
census. Many of their inhabitants are of French extraction, and o. 
fe'v German settlements exist; lmt two-thirds of the people of the 
provinces owe their origin either to the United States or to the Brit­
ish islands, whose language we speak, and who "people the world 
with men industrious and free." The identity of language in contig­
uous countries is a fair exponent of the tenuency to amalgamation .. 
It generally implies great similarity, if not iuentity, of religion, laws, 
and habits, the essential elements of thorough fusion. 

NATURAL COilliEHCIAL RELATION. 

Apart from the artificial regulations hy customs-duties, the ex­
changes of the products of labor betwe-en the peop1e of the United 
States and their neighbors on the north would ue as intimate and, in 
1uoportion to the population, at least as various and comprehensive, 
as those of the States of our Union with each other. In fact the com­
mercial relations of our northern, northwestern, and eastern States 
with tho Dominion of Canacla, if left simply and without obstruc­
tion to t.he practical test. of benefits or profits given and recei veu by 
the people of uoth countries, would be more close and intimate than 
those between most parts of the Union. The great lakes, which for 
some t-housands of miles politically separate us, are themselves among 
the cheapest and most useful means of intercommunication for the 
northwestern and eastern States, and, with the majestic river through 
which their waters flow, have long furnished, by aid of short canals, 
one of the most important channels of trade and travel from the in­
terior to the ocean, and thence to the chief markets of the world. 

Nearly three-fourths of the people of the Dominion inhabit a terri­
tory in latitudes south of our boundaries in Uaine and Minnesota. 
Across this region, and especially the peninsula between Lakes Huron 
and Michigan, is the direct line of communication between the St.ates 
of Maine, New Hampshire, :Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
and New York on the one side, and Michigan, ·wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and all our Territories west of them on the other. 

DIPORTANCE Oi' FREE EXCHA..~GES WITH CAJ.~ADA TO ALL PARTS OF THE UNION, 

Great as the value of transit through Canada is to our people, sim­
Ilar freedom through our territory is perhaps even more important to 
the Canadi:ms. Excepting the maritime provinces, the whole of the 
British North American possessions until they approach the Pacific 
Ocean is dependent nrlon the railroads, canals, rivers, and other means 
of communication in the United States for the short-est routes to the 
ocean. Fortunately, what is in this respect almost the necessiLy of 
the Canadians is one from which must result the employment of our 
people and profit to our forwarders on such a scale that it will confer 
conspicnous national benefit upon us if we do not prevent the natural 
interests of the people from attaining due and harmonious develop­
ment. More than that, the great natural, permanent system of ex­
changes is between the North and South; their productions being 
necessarily distinct, and modern civilization having rendered them 
practically necessaries of life to the people of each region. 

Regarding the subject from a broad and national point of view, it 
is instructive to see how great and varied are the ad vantages that 
woulU result to all parts of our country from free intercourse with the 
neighboring nations. The northern and southern parts of our conti­
nent possess special and distinct advantages for producing commodi­
ties with which each can purchase those of other sections. The North­
ern States, for instance, need fear no competition with Mexico or Cuba 
in manufactures or agriculture. These countrjes would purcha-se, in 
increased quantities, our manufactures, cereals, meats, and fish, while 
we in return should consume more of their sugar, coffee, fruits, and 
other tropical productions. The agricultural productions of Canada 
are almost identical with those of the Northern States, but would be 
exchanged for our own manufactures, and for the products of warmre 

climates, in part those of onr Southern Stat.es and in part of regions 
yet farther south, whose products would thus be brought 1hrou~h our 
territory, and afford employment and profit to our peo1•le, witn ad­
vantages to all the countries which would be parties to the arrange­
ment. Our agriculture, manufactures, and carrying trade would alike 
be benefit-ed, and the natural operation of the laws of trade would 
necessarily confer corresponding benefits on those for whom our work 
would ue done and with whom our exchanges would be made. 

The trade between the northern and southern parts of this conti­
nent mnst attain enormous proportions. It is very desirable for our 
people that it should as soon as possible be dev;eloped to the utmost. 
Its natural course will be through the central or intermediate States, 
creatin~ in ~hem commer.cial interests of a magnitude which !t is 
almost 1mpossib1e now to calculate. The mutual benefits thus giVen 
and received would be perpetually diffused and circulate in every 
vein and ru-tery of commerce and manufactures throughout the Union 
and ue accompanied with the gratifying knowledge that they were 
derived from the prosperity of our neighbors in other countries. 

RECIPROCITY ArPROVED BY LEADING STATESMEN OF DOTH PARTIES. 

AB the n:ttumlly interdependent commercial relations of the United 
States and Canada n.rise from geographical and climatic causes which 
are permanent and unchangeable, and the cost of la.bor and the inter­
el:lt on capital in both countries are, reckoning from a series of years, 
nearly alike, they have from the beginning of our history attracted 
the attention of our len.ding statesmen without distinction of party. 

During the Presidency of General Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, when 
writing in 1829 to Mr. McLane, then our minister at the court of St. 
James, referring especially to the North American colonies, said: 

The policy of the United States in relation to their commerciw intercourse with 
other nations is foUllded on principles of perfect equality and reciprocity. By the 
adoption of these principles the.v have ende:wore(l to r~lieve themselves from the 
discussions, (liseontenta, ruul embarrassments insepar:J.ble from the imposition of 
burdensome discriminations. These p1inciples were n.vowed while they were yet 
11truggling for their independence, are recorded in their first treaty, and have been 
1\dhered t<1 with the most scrupulous fidelity. 

The exceptional chara.cter of our natural commercial relations with 
Canada. has also been duly obser\"'ed by some of tho most eminent ad­
vocates of what is termed a "protective" policy. One of the chief 
argnmentM iu its favor is that against admitting the products of 
"pauper lauor" to compete with those of our own citizens. It has no 
force in reference to a contiguom~ country, from which people can 
pa.ss to the United States in a few moments or at most a few hours. 
The other argument of the same cia s of theorists is derived from the 
importance of a "home market." But a. "home market" is the mar­
ket nearest home, and this is furnished by the respective countries to 
each other at every point of their coterminous te1-ritory. 

.Mr. Clay, who waa called the father ofthe "protective'' system, duly 
appreciated thesefacts, and from his stand-point added valuable testi­
mony to the uniformity of opinion among American statesmen in his 
time, and his conviction as to the policy by which he desired our coun­
try to ue guided. 

The GoYerument of the United States­
Resaid-

has always been anxious that the trade between them and the British colonies 
should be placed on a. liberal and equitable basis. There has not been a. moment 
since the au option of the 11resent Constitution when they have not been willing to 
apply to it pnnciples of frur reciprocity and equal competition. 

As time has passed and the country on both sides of the frontie1· 
has become more closely inhabited, farms, villages, and cities taking 
the pla~e of the primeval wildemess, the value of the intercourse of 
the people has immensely increasecl. When Mr. Clay and Mr. Van 
Buren deemed it important the population of Canada. was insignifi­
cant. It is now larger than that of all the six New England States 
a-dded together. 

The interests involved and the benefits each country can confer 
upon itself by due emancipation of its industry are so many and ob­
vious that they will continually demand discussion until they are fuJly 
settled on the basis of perfect freedom and our tra·de with Canada is 
as unrestricted as that of our different States among themselves. It 
is our duty to 1·egard these questions practically, avoiding alike on 
one side the inconsiderate ha-ste which might result from political 
sentimentality, and on the other the influence of the absurd and per­
nicious dogma which carried to its logical results would put an end 
to 8Jl trade, individual a-s well as national, that whatever is profit­
able to others must be injurious to ourselves. 

TDE MAG~UDE OF CAJ.'<ADIAN TRADE. 

The modern increase of facilities of communication by canals, rail­
roads, bridges, steamboats, telegraphs, and the press, assisting the 
transfer of merchandise, the travel of passengers, and the free inter­
change of thought between tho United States and the Dominion, add 
to the policy enunciated by Mr. Clay and Mr. Van Buren a value we 
cannot estimate too highly. The commercial spirit and resolute en­
terprise of the Canadians is shown no less uy the attra~tions they 
have presented to immigration and the consequent jucrease of their 
population than by the fact that with a population small in compari­
son with that of many nations in the Old World they already rank 
as the fourth power on the globe iu the extent of their merchant 
shipping, taking precedence in its extent. and quality of all countries 
except Great Britain, the United States, and Gm·many. 
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The aggregate of the foreign trade of Cn,nada in 1872-'73 and 1873-'7 4 
wa.s about two hundred and seventeen millions, each year, being 
considerably more than one-sixth of all the imports and domestic and 
foreign exports of the United States. The aggregate of our foreign 
trade in 11:!75 was , 1,219,434,544. If it had been n,s large as that of 
Canada in proportion to the population of the two countries, it wonld 
have exceeded $2,400,000,000. 

OUR TRADE WITH CANADA. 

Notwithstanding the adverse laws in both countries, preventing a 
free exchange of the products of the industry of their people, thus 
depriving Canada of ·her natural prosperity, injuring the business of 
many of our States, and most seriously impeding the progress of 
those parts of our country which are near the Canadian frontier, our 
exporta of articles the growth, produce, and manufacture of the 
United States to Canada,, according to the report of the Treasury 
Department, amounted in 1873-'74 to no less than 42,505,914, be­
ing more than twenty .times as large as those to Chma, whence we 
draw so large a proportion of our imports, and L'trger than om ex­
llorts of a similar character to any country in the world excepting 
only Great Britain, Germany, and France. Our· exports to Canada 
of goods of foreign origin in the same year amounted to $4,589,343, 
and the total trade wi.t·h her to at least the vast sum of 85,253,168. 

'!'akin~ the official statistics of Canada as the test of our exports to 
the Donnnion, tho value of our exports was much larger, those entered 
for consumption there having amounted to $54,279,7 497 and our imports 
to $35,061,117-the aggregate trade having been 90,524,000. 

In 1874-'75 the aggregate of our domestic exports to Canada, as 
shown in the Report on Commerce and Navigation, including the ad­
ditions on page 416, was $49,906,285, and the trade between tbe two 
countries amounted altogether to $86,256,9-25. 

An examination of our exports to Canada shows that her value as 
an outlet for our manufactures has long been much underrated. This 
has,nodoubt,ariseninpartfromthefactthatwecomputetheamountof 
our exports from our own custom-house statistics. These are the best 
sources we have of information as to our imports, on which accuracy 
is exncted because they are subject to duty; but there is no such ur­
gency as to our exports. They pass from our side of the lines with­
out much attention from our officers. Modern political econmnists 
and statisticians have observed tbe operation of the same rule in va­
rious countries, and regard it as an established axiom that" the amount 
of export is always less exactly registered than the amount of import 
because with the former duty is but rarely levied." This rule applies 
with peculiar force to the ordinary data furnished by the official re­
ports of the commerce and navigation of the United States so far a-s 
they refer to Canada. 

In 1874 the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics asked the attention 
of the national Legislature to this subject and repeated his request 
in 1875. He found it impracticable, if not impossible, to obtain full 
returns of merchandise exported to the provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec. Our custom-house returns on the Canadian border are nec­
essarily defective, in part for want of legislation requirin(l' persons 
exporting merchandise by railway-cars or other land-vehicl~s, which 
have long been used in the transportation of merchandise across the 
Canadian borders to file fnll manifests of such merchandise with the 
collector of the customs as is required in the case of all exports to 
foreign countries in vessels. It has been found on close investigation 
into the facts that in both countries the accounts of imports from 
each into the other are the more accurate, because "the customs-offi­
cers of both are constantly on the alert to see that no dutiable mer­
chandise crosses the border without paying its prescribed impost." 

Upon the basis thus irrefutably laiddown, it is found that the value 
of articles of domestic production exported from the United States 
to Canada in 187 4 was 11,424,566, and in 1875 no less than 15,660,281, 
in addition to the amounts shown by our own official records. This 
enormous amount of over 27,000,000 consisted chiefly of the products 
of the manufacturing industry of our people, and I desire to direct to 
it the special attention of those who fancy an extension of reciprocal 
trade with Canada wonld be injurious to the manufacturing popula­
tion of the United States. 

LAUGE DIPORTS OF OUR MAJ.'IUFACTURES. 

One of the most efficient and beneficial means of protecting our 
manufactures would be to encourage the demand for them in Canada. 
Including the amounts given in the -statement of the quantities and 
values of our domestic exports in the official records of t.he Bureau of 
Statistics, and the additions corrected from the reports furnished by 
the Canadian commissioners of customs, our exports la.st year of our 
own productions to the Dominion included books and stationery to the 
value of 794,846; cotton manufactures, besides raw cotton, $1,591,844; 
mnsicalinstruments, $639,027; leatheranditsmanufactures, 789,428; 
tobacco and its manufactures, 1,673,366; refined sugar and mola,sses, 
$l,fl88,733; manufactures of iron and steel, $6,833,649, besides other 
manufactures to the value of many millions. Our imports during the 
same year from all parts of the Dominion of her staple productions 
of wheat and flour amounted only in value to 363,317. 

If we can export our manufactures in such large quantities to Can­
ada when impeded by her present tariff, it cannot be disputed that 
wo should increase our sales of them if they were admitted at lower 
rates of duty, and yet. more if they were admitted free of all duty 
-whatever 

THE FORMER TREATY. 

The treaty of 1854 provided for a reciprocal trade between the 
United States and the British North American possessions in certain 
articles, consisting mainly of the unmanufactured productions of the 
far~, forest, mines, and fisheries. It was for several years mutually 
satisfactory, but under the pressure of debt and the need of increased 
revenue the Canadians raised the duties on manufactured goods to 
such an extent as to destroy its natural effects in promoting many 
branches of the industry of our people. 

The Legislature of the State of New York passed concurrent reso­
lutions complaining of the tariff thus exacted by Canada an«l demand­
ing a revision of the treaty, but expressin~ approval of the principle 
of reciprocity and a desire for an extensiOn of its application. It 
was seen that lmrestricted trade between the United States and Can­
ada must be mutually beneficial for the same reasons as make it de­
sirable between New York and Pennsylvania or any of the other 
States in the Union. 

The resolutions of the State of New York asserted that" free com­
mercial intercourse between the United States and the British North 
American possessions, developing the natural, geographical, and other 
advantages of each for the good of all, is conducive to the present in­
terests of each, and is the only proper basis of our intercourse for all 
time to come;" and, in pursuance of the request of the State of New 
York, that its Senators and Representatives in Congress should take 
such steps as would regulate the commerce and navigation between 
the two countries in such manner as to render. the same reciprocally 
beneficial and satisfactory;} moved in the Honse of Representatives 
that the President of the united States should be authorized and re­
qrtired to give notice to the British government that the treaty of 
commerce then existing, as to the British North American colonies, 
would be terminated at the earliest daife legally permitted, but that 
the President should be authorize(l to appoint three commissioners 
for the revision of said treaty, and to confer with other cominissioners 
dnly authorized therefor, whenever it should appear to be the wish of 
the government of Great Britain to negotiate a new treaty between 
the governments and the people of both countries, based upon the 
true principles of reciprocity, and for the removal of existing diffi­
culties. 

RECIPROCITY .APPROVED BY CO 'GRESS. 

The preamble declared that inequality and injustice existed in our 
present intercourse with Canada, subversive of the true intent of the 
treaty, owing to the legislation of C&nada after the treaty had been 
adopted, and that it was desirable that friendly relations should be 
entertained between the United States and the Briti h North Ameri­
Can provinces, and that commercial intercourse should be thf'reafter 
carried on between them upon principles reciprocally beneficial and 
satisfactory to both parties. 

A motion to lay the preamble and resolution on the table was re­
jected by a vote of 76 to 73. Thus the Honse refused to terminate 
the treaty l.fnconditionully. A notice simply to abrogate the treaty 
was voted down, and the preamble, which asserted t.hat commercial 
intercourse between the United States and the British North Ameri­
can provinces should be hereafter carried on between them upon 
principles reciprocally beneficial and satisfactory, was adopted; and 
the resolution would also have been carried if a few members who 
together with their constituents were conspicuously in favor of and 
especially interested in the utmost possible freedom of exchanges be­
tween the t.wo countries had not been induced to believe t.ha.t they 
would obtain better terms by postponement to the next session of 
Congress. But the postponement wa.s only adopted by a majoritv of 
5 out of 159 votes. ~ 

Just before the time for reconsideration ·arrived the war feelin (l' had 
attained increased intensity: and the exigencies and temper of the 
occasion threw all commercial considerations temporarily aside. 

CANADIA...'i TARIFF. 

Since that time the Canadian tariff has undergone great a.nd liberal 
changes. Verymanyof the articles on which wechargedutiesalmost 
prohibitory are admitted free of all duty into Canada, and her old 
tariff of 25 or 30 per cent. has been reduced to a general rate of 17t 
on manufactures, and can no longer be a subject for complaint of in­
justice on our part while we charge 40 or 60' per cent. We now ap­
proach the whole subject under new and favorable auspices. 

OBSTACLES TO COMPLETE RECIPROCITY. 

.AI3 the exports of Canada consist chiefly of raw productions of the 
farm and forest, of which we export little for actual consumption in 
Canada, the admission of these artJ~les free of duty by each conntry 
into the territory of the other is not the most just or desirable form 
of reciprocity. 'fo place our trade with the Dominion on a satisfac­
tory basis, manufactures also should be admitted free of duty from 
each country into the other. But to effect this it is necessary that no 
higher duty should be levied in one country than in the other on iron, 
silk, wool, and tbe other materials of manufactures. Without this the 
country admitting them at low duties, or without any, would mani­
festly be able to undersell the other if it continued such duties as it 
mi~ht deem necessary for its revenue or prudent for the protection 
of 1ts labor against the competition of countries under different social 
and monetary conditions. 

The best arrangement of reciprocal trade between the two connt.ri~s 
must include more or less the manufactured as well .as the raw pro-
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ductions of each, thus giving mutual encouragement to various and J?RINCI.PLEB oF THE ZOLLVEREIN. 

differing industries on both sides of the line and permitting labor in The principle of the Zollverein or customs union is that there shall 
each to adjust itself to the most advantageous employments. The be entire and unrestricted freedom of imports, exportR, and transit 
United States have never yet made decisive efforts to secure the ben- among all the states which are its members. The same duties are col­
efits thus within their grasp. lected on the outside frontier of the states thus united. Within that 

If such a system of reciprocal exchanges could be extended to line all trade is as untrammeled as within our present Union. An 
manufactured productions, both countries would assuredly profit. equitable distribution of the revenue thus obtained is made among 
The first effect might seem detrimental to special interests in both, all the states of the confederation. 
but a natural equilibrium would soon establish itself, producing con- The Zollverein is comprehensively defined to be the association of 
ditions under which capital and labor would be applied to the best a number of states for the establishment of a common customs law 
advantages. It would be found what each country can produce bet- and customs line with regard to foreign countries, and for the sup­
ter and more cheaply for the other than the latter can for itself, and pression of both in the intercourse of the States within the border line. 
under such circumstances each would obviously be the gainer by mu- There would be no impediment by discriminating duties on the im­
tual exchanges. It is tho nature of trade that it will not long be con- portations for Toronto if made via New York or Boston. If the mer­
tinned unless all the parties gain by it. Both as.producers and con- chants of Chicago found it to their interest to purcha"le at Montreal, 
sumers the people of each country would profit by such an economical they could do so; and buyers from the new province of 1\Ia,nitoba 
adjustment of affairs. might buy and sell at Saint Pa.ul, DuLuth, Saint Louis, or New Orleans, 

As many manufactures in both countries are made of materials im- as freely as at Halifax or any city in the Dominion. The merchants of 
ported from various parts of the world, it would manifestly be im- British Columbia would buy and sell in the markets of San Francisco 
possible to establish a completely free system of commercial inter- as freely and with as little hinderance aa in those of their own conn­
course with Canada, except under duties not only corresponding but try. All means of transit would be ent.irely open to the people of 
also equitably divided on the productions of other countries. This is both countries, and those most conducive to the public·welfare would 
the chief obstacle to any fair, mutually advantageous, and complete take the trade. Internal-revenue laws could, so far as necessary, be 
arrangement of reciprocity between ns. · made in conformity with the principles of the Union. There could 

If, for instance, wearing-apparel, of which we formerly sold large be fair and complete competition everywhere within the confedera­
quantities to the Canadians, were included in a list of free exchanges tion, and full scope could be given to the development of natural ad­
between us and them, without any more fundamental and compre- vantages wherever they would bring profit to the merchant and save 
hensive change, Canada, by admitting free of duty wool, or, if she needless labor of the people or yield remunerative employment to 
chose, cloth and the other articles used in making the apparel, could them. · 
undersell us so far as to drive us out of our own markets. The prin- sKETcH oF THE GERMAN ZOLLVEREIN. 

ciple thus illustrated is applicable to almost all other manufactures. The German Zollverein be~an in 1818, considerably more than half 
The materials for manufactures of wood, wool, and iron are already a century ago. Its progress IS a sufficient proof of the excellence of 
brought into Canada either free of all imports or under nominal du- the principles it embodies and of the mode by which they are carried 
ties for the purpose of encoura!!ing cheap production. There is into effect. The enlightened state of Prussia waa the originator and 
nothing to prevent their being a,d;itted wholly free. Under these leader in the movement, by forming a commercial union with a few 
circumstances the Canadian manufacturers would have an unjust minor states; the whole population thus included being at first only 
advantage over those of our own country. On our side we might re- ninet.een millions. The experience of the benefits thus createrl. is so 
verse all this by a lower tariff or a system of bounties. But if the satisfactory, that the best publicists of Europe believe that Prussia 
materials of manufactures were admitted on the same terms into the thus conferred upon the German people advantages scarcely inferior 
United States and the Dominion and an equitable distribution made to those she initiated by the diffusion of education and intelligence. 
of the revenues, the manufactures of each might safely and profitably It not only promoted the industry and prosperity of the allied states 
be admitted into the other. In fact, with our larger capital and more more than any other measure or sets of measures that their govern­
advanced manufactories we should have an advantacre in the compe- ments conld have devised, but it was found that the increase of wealth 
tit ion, while it would also inure to the benefit of the Canadian people. and population thus arising created an additional demand for foreign 

rnTERESTS OF OUR MERCH.A...~ FORWAIIDEil8. • products. 
Manufactures are not the only form of industry which is worthy Whatever opposition there is to unembarrassed intercourse with 

of consideration. The interests of our merchants and forwarders, a.s Canada proceeds mainly from a fear lest it might revolutionize our 
well a.s the people of Canada, are seriously injured by the present ob- tariff or injure our revenue. It is well to remind the alarmists who 
stacles to their intercourse. There is a great difference between a mise this outcry that such results are no necessary consequence of an 
bonded system and a system of perfect freedom, as to exports or im- American zollverein. So far as the Zollverein of Germany is a pre­
ports. The annoyances, vexations, and delays necessarily attached cedent, such apprehen.sions are entirely groundless. As Prussia was 
to any bonded system are often sufficient in this dn.y of easy commu- the largest and most populous c01mtry when the Zollverein was be­
nication to turn away business from its natmal and best center. It gun, her tariff was adopted; and owing to increased prosperity and 
is also to be remembered that hitherto the Government of the United the consettuently increased consumption of tax-paying articles, the 
States haa not thought it expedient to refund duties on the re-ex- revenue of Prussia rose about 30 per cent. in the four years next fol­
portation of foreign merchandise in Jess quantities than the original lowing the amalgamation of the North German and South German 

k h · f · h' · states into one grand union on the 1st of January, 1834. 
pac age, t us creatmg an obstacle, o ten amounting to pro Ibition, In 1865 the benefits of the German Zollverein had become so well 
to the jobbing and reta.iling of goods. - proved and appreciated, that instead of the three original states or 

That the mere adoption of the same rates of duties in the United duchies it included fourteen, with a population of nearly 36,000,000. 
States and Canada on articles imported from other countries would 
not be politic is evident on the ground that customs-revenue is chiefly The solidity and cohesive power of the Zollverein were decisively 
collected in a few ports, although ultimately paid by the consumers, tested in the war which began between Prussia and Austria in 1866. 
f · ts f h The governments of the North German states included in the union 0 ten m very remote par 0 t e country. sided with Austria, and it was feared that a dissolution of the Zoll-

A cusTOMS UNION suGGESTED. verein wonld ensue, but, says one of the historians of the time, the ex-
All these difficulties might be solved by adopting the principles traordinary spectacle was presented that while "its component parts 

embodied in the Zollverein or Prussian confederacy of the . German were waging open war with each other, its custom-house authorities 
states, with such modifications as may be found expedient between remained in their functions in the general name and received and 
ourselves a.nd the Canadians. By this course both can obtain all the divided the revenue moneys in the general name, a spectacle which 
commercial advantages of union without political entanglement, surprised nobody in Germany, but caused general astonishment 
leaving each cotmtry free to practice in its own self-government such abroad as something quite incomprehensible. German nationality, 
rules aa it believes to be most in accordance with the genius of its and theinnerconservingpowerwhich animates.theZollvereinreceived 
people, and best adapted to promote its own interests. hereby the most glorious confirmation." 

Previous to the adoption of the Zollverein, it had been the misfor- After the war of 1866 the German states to the south of the river 
tune of Germany to be divided into a large number of independent Main, having preserved their independence, were not under any obli­
states-ruost of them of petty dimensions and small population-every gation to renew the Zollverein, but preferred to continue members of 
one ha.ving distinct custom-houses, tariff and revenue laws, often it. In 1867 a new Zollverein treaty wa.s concluded between the states 
differing very widely from those of the neighbors surrounding it. of the North German Confederation and the North German states, the 
Sometimes one part of a state was separated from its other parts, and scope of which extended to the whole of Germany except Austria. 
was as a commercial island encompassed by states having different Even with Austria a liberal and comprehensive treaty was effected in 
laws. The condition was such as would have existed in New York 1868, mutually reducing duties on both sides and abolishing all transit 
or any other of our States, if each of the different counties had been duties and nearly all those on exports. 
commercially di~cled from the rest, a.nd the inha.bitants of one coun- A traveler who has crossed the outer line is freed from the vexations of the dent,. 
ty could not, without paying heavy imposts, pass into another with anier in every part of Germany, and may proceed without interruption from Bel­
a horse, ox, or. load of grain, the product of their own farms, or take ginm to the frontier of Russia, and from 'l'yrol to the Baltic, a distance of seven 
imported goods into any of tho counties a-djoining their own, and the liundred or eight hundred miles,. including a population of 70.000,000. · 
difficulty continually increa.sed on pn.ssing through additional coun~ MUTUAL BEl\""EFIT oF A cvsro:us m.1oN. 
ties. Thus the inland trade of Germany was subjected to :ill the Until the Canadia.ns are ready for annexation to the United States 
restrictions that are usually la.id on the intercourse between distant by their own appreciation of republican institutions, no solution of the 
and independent sta.tes. commerciaJ questions at issue between us and them can be complete 
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except by means of a customs union. I, fol' one, am not desirous of 
incorporating in our political union 4,000,000 of people who desire 
a form of government essentially distinct from our own. But it by 
no means follows that we and they should not mutually develop in 
harmony our material interests and regard them and the character of 
our respective populations aa a basis on which s•ch future political 
acra~~ements may be made as time may prove to ba wise. The 
quality of grain or lumber and the desirability of selling or purchas­
ing manufactures are utterly independent of the political preferences 
of the producers or consumers, and on neither side can natural pros­
perity be promoted by chronic commer9ial jealousy. 

It is evident that the policy I a-dvocate would tend to lessen the 
hostility of differently instituted ~overnments, while it would not in­
terfere with the political institutwns of any, and that a strong bias 
toward the most friendly relations on other points must naturally 
arise upon the basis of mutual pecuniary interests and intima.te social 
intercourse. 

THAT "BALANCE OF TRADE." 

Meeting ·upon their own ground the theorists who regard ''a bal­
ance of trade in our favor" as the chief test of the benefits of com­
mercial exch~nges with any single country, I find that, according to 
the reports of the Secretary of the Treasury, there appears to have 
been during the thirteen years when a treaty for the reciprocal ex­
change of grain,lum bm·, and many other natural productions exi..'!ted, 
a balance in our favor amounting to some $SJ,OOO,OOO, and that ever 
since the termination of the treaty until1874, when the pressure on 
our affairs tended to force sales a,t low prices, there has been a. balance 
againl:!t the United States in the trade with the Dominion. So much 
for tile present exclusive policy in comparison with the more liberal 
but incomplete system under the treaty, judging them from the ordi­
nary stand-point of many protectionists. 

Since the terruina,tion of the treaty the proportion of the trade of 
Canada with this country in comparison with the whole foreign trade 
has been reduced from 52 to 35 per cent., until the necessities of our 
people compelled them to part with the products of their labor at re­
duced prices. 

The tariff of Canada is moderate as compared with our own; but, 
in connection with our taxation of many materials, it is enough to 
have caused some important branches of manufacture, notably those of 
wood-screws and musical instruments, to be lately transferred by our 
own citizens to the other side of the northern frontier, where they are 
not only established for the supply of the people of the Dominion, but, 
if we persist in our present course, will undoubtedly at no dil:!ta.nt 
date compete on terms favorable to the Canadians in neutral markets 
with the products of our own labor on a very extensive scale and in 
mru1y various manufactures. 

reports of Canada, where it appears that in the same year nearly 
twenty-one millions of bushels of grain were certainly exported from 
that country, being between six and seven millions of bushels more 
than her imports. 

Thus we see that the purchases of grain by Canada are for re-ex­
port.ation, either directly or for such consumption as leaves a corre. 
sponding surplus on her own side for exportation. No bonded system 
regarding grain from Canada can afford I:!Uch facilities for profits by 
our merchants, millers~ carriers, and others as would arise from free 
and untrammeled trade in it. 

WE DRIVE AWAY THE TRADE WE MIGHT ATTRACT. 

The enlargement of the Canadian canals, with a view yet further 
to draw away from this country the transit of its own productions 
and trade in them is at the present moment going on, and that on a 
magnificent scale. · In 1855, the year after the treaty went into oper­
ation, as soon as routes and markets of the United States were opened 
freely to the grain, flour, and timber of Canada, the trade by way of 
the Saint Lawrence was 18,469,528, or not much more than half its 
amount in the previous year. The decrease was 15,203,600, and a 
corresponding amount was transferred to other carriers, for the Cana­
dian trade in the United States increased in the sametime$15,856,624, 
or from $24,971,096 to $40,827,720. In view of these facts, the urgency 
of removing from those who are employed on our railroads, rivers, and 
canals the restrictions imposed on them by duties on Canadian grain, 
and placing them on an equal footing with their foreign competitors, 
cannot .be reasonably disputed. 

If we bought from Canada every bushel of wheat that she now ex­
ports to other countries, the demand in those countries would remain 
the same. The difference would chiefly be that after paying for it in 
the products of our la,bor, we should send it or its equivalent to the 
present consumers and that we should do the business and make the 
profits now made by the Canadians. If there should be what some 
call "a balance against us" with Canada, it would be more than made 
up through the amounts placed to our credit by our sales to other 
countries. 

AN INCREASED SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS. 

Mainly for those agricultural productions which are not" perish­
able" and will bear transportation the markets of the world at large 
regulate our own. The prices alike of grain and dairy products are 
transmitted by cable and eagerly examined by the dea.lers in them on 
this side of the Atlantic. The free admission of these articles into 
this country will stimulate indust.ry without reducing general prices, 
not only through increasing the business of our railroads, canals, riv­

.ers, and sea-ports, but by furnishing them to consumers as nearly as 
possible t.o the places where they are produced, and by passing them 
through the bands of the fewest intermediate dealers. Thore are also 

THE REAL BALANCE. many a.gricultural products-notably animals and fresh meats-which 
While it is desirable to encourage 38 far aa we are able the sales of might profitably be exchanged by Canada for our manufactures, thus 

our manufactures to Canada., it is always to be remember.ed that the furnishing an incre:t.sed and cheaper supply of provisions to our people, 
trade between that country and the United States is to a considera- who, under the system I advocate, would pay for them in the procl­
ble ext.ent one of transit or carrying to other countries, and thus nets of their looms and workshops. 
what is called "a ba.l:mce" against us, which is really an ad vantage, Even as to these articles many errors are current. It appears from 
may exist, because it may merely represent what we have bought from the tables pu b1ished by the Bureau of Statistics that last year our 
one country to sell at a profit to others. If our merchants buy the impOTt.s described as animals from the British American colonies 
bulky productions of Canada to the extent of many millions and carry amounted to $1,987,231, and those of meats, butter, cheese, poultry, 
them through our own country to oursea-port.s, they give employment lard, &c., t.o $533,886; a total of 2,521,117. An outcry is raised that 
to our laboTers, create a demand for the products of our farmers, and our. fa.rmers a;re ~ppressed by these inundations of provisions. But 
cause the expenditure and employment of vast sums of money among their amount 1.:' little mo~e than equal to our exports of meats alone to 
our traders and capitalists, while the articles thus canied and ex- -canada. Thmr amount 1B no less than $2,457,904. Of anima.ls, meats, 
ported stand to our credit and protitably swell the balance in our butter, cheese, lard, and tallow _o~ly our exports to t~e sa.me country 
favor in other countries, being at least as valuable in our exchanges were $4,398,060, or about two m1lhons more than our rmports. 
with the rest of the world as if they were gold or silver. FREE TRADE IN COAL. 

The Canadians, understanding this natural operation of the simple It would be improper to pass without examination our trade with 
laws of business and carrying it into their affairs of state, have, with Canada in coal, an article which is one of the essential elements of 
a.n enlightened self-interest, attempted to diJDinish what might by manufactures, and in the North becomin~ daily more and more one 
more short-sighted economists be called" the balance in their favor," of the prime necessaries of hnman life. It 1s found in abundance on the 
by admit ting ourwheat,flour, corn, oats, barley,pease,andmanyother sea-coast of Canada, whence it is advantageously exported to the New 
productions entirely free of all duty. They would like the exchange England States and New York. But it is not found in the interior 
to be much more-as some of our doctrinaires would call it-'' against and well-settled parts of the Dominion. They depend on our mines 
them." The more of our wheat, corn, and :flour they buy, or, in other for a supply, and obtain it, free of all duties, principally from Penn­
words," the larger the. balance against them," the more their shipping sylvania, Virginia, and Ohio. Anthracit.e coal is extensively imported 
and canals, and with them their merchants and the rest of their pop- into the maritime provinces. Altogether, regarding the subject from 
ulation, prosper. We take the other course, and by way of fancied a national point of view,. our imports of coal last year from Canada 
"protection" levy a duty of twenty cents a bushel on their wheat, amounted to $697,673, and our exports to her were, as shown by our 
fifteen cents on their barley, ten cents on their oats, 20 per cent. on own returns alone, $2,034,527. The imports, taking a series of years, 
their flour, and from 10 to 20 per cent. on their pease. are nearly stationary; but our exports increase enormously, and in 

Under the treaty, the quantities of grain exchanged between the the last three years were 7,272,954, not far from four times as large 
two countries were almost exactly equal. In 187 4 our exports of grain aa in the three years from 1863 to 1867. Under these circumstances 
and breadstuffs to the Dominion, exclusive of barley, for which we any imposition of duty on coal from the Dominion is evidently unju t, 
li3•Y Canada a better price than she can fincl elsewhere, amounted to favorable only to petty local interests at the cost of important com­
$16,477,674, wlrile the imports of the corresponding articles were muuities and contrary to the spirit in which each part of tho Union 
3,473,352, showing what is culled" a balance in Olll' favor" of 13,004,- should regard all the others." 

32'2; our exports of grain and breadstuffs to Canada, as thus shown, 
being, in consequence of our duties on her products and her exemp· 
tion of ours, more tbau four times as large as our imports from her. 
This "balance in our favor" shows that we expel the trade in certain 
classes of products from our shipping, railroads, elevators, and ware­
l.tou ·es wit.h incalculable injury to all classes of our people and force 
it into Canadian channels. This is more fully shown by the official 

WE PAY OUR OWN T.L'rnS. 

Among our la.rgest. imports from Canacla, timber is probably on the 
whole the one most necessary to our citizens. It forms a part of every 
house in city and country. It is direotly or indirectly a pat·t of almost 
every manufactur~, and the cost of the home of every workman in the 
manufacturing parts of our country depends upon its price. Consid-

• 
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fired with regard to the tariff and its "protective" character, lumber 
is unlike any other article. Onr iron-ore being inexhaustible, the pro­
duction of that metal may be stimulated to any extent. The more 
there is made of it the more can be made. The same is true of man­
ufactures of wool and cotton, or of those articles themselves. Looms, 
sheep, and cotton plantations can be almost indefinitely multiplied. 
But, for all intents and purposes, a high price for lumber is not only a 
tax on the people, but stimulates present production with the abso­
lute certainty of speedy, spendthrift, exhaustion of the supply. By 
duties on Canadian lumber we simply exhaust our resources and pay 
for drawing what we need from places remote or difficult of access 
when we might get it easier elsewhere. It would be even more rea­
sonable to dig holes and fill ~hem up again than to indulge in this 
delusive and extravagant legislation. 

There has been a too common belief that by duties on the produc­
tions of Canada we make her people pay our taxes. Perhaps the 
fallacy yet lingers in some minds. The fa-ct that we have destroyed 
our importations of wheat and flour from Canada,. and that she now 
sends her surplus together with much of our own to other markets, 
may convince of their error some of those who have imagine(l she 
must depend upon us for the sales of her productions. It was argued 
when the treaty was repealed and a duty was imposed on Canadian 
timber that we should buy it as cheaply as ever. Instead of t.his 
consummation, it has been found thatonrimportations became nearly 
threefold as large as before, and that the prices in Canada doubled, 
showing clearly that we pay the duty and injure every branch of in­
dustry in which northern timber is a material. 

The well-known fact is that we are rapidly exhausting our supplies 
of timber in the Northern Stat.es. The demand for it increases at the 
rate of 25 per cent. a year, and eve~ those who are interested in high 
prices and immediate sales of what is left of it admit that in twenty 
years building timber will be extremely scarce, and that in many 
parts of the country, yet supplied in part from their own soil, it will 
have entirely disappeared. It is stated on good authority that no 
less than 63,928 establishments, employing 393,378 persons and using 
material to the value of 310,000,000 a year, were engaged in 1869 in 
manufacturing articles entirely from wood, in addition to 7,43g,840 
persons partly employed on wood and lli!ing that material yearly to 
the value of 554,000,000. In some instances, following the example 
of more experienced nations, premiums are given to those who plant 
certain areas with forest trees. Yet in the face of all these facts we, 
under the name of "protection," betray the public interests into the 
bands of a few monopolists, and condemn our people to pay large re­
wards for the too rapid destruction of our remaining forests. In con­
sidering these facts it is de::~irable to remember that 1mder a free sys­
tem of exchanges Canada would be paid for her lumber in the prod­
ucts of our labor. 

PUBLIC OPINION ON TRADE WITH CANADA. 

The value of an extension of trade with Canada is duly appreci­
ated by all thoughtful commercial men. The National Board of Trade 
pa~sed resolutions and petitioned Congress in its favor. The New 
York Chamber of Commerce regards it as "specially desirable, on po­
litical as well as economical grounds, that all unnecessary binderances 
should be removed from the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and the great Dominion which borders our northern 
border for so many thousands of miles," and " strongly recommends 
t.he proper authorities at ·washington to enter into such treaty stipu­
lations whenever the Canadian authorities may be found ready to 
meet them on a basis of perfect fairness and equity." The boards of 
tra~ in Boston and Chicago, and many other similar associations, 
have earnestly expressed the same views. Various State Legislatures, 
notably that of New York, have passed resolutions to the same effect. 
Proof that tbe importance of the interests involved is fully appreci­
ated, and of a willingness to negotiate, abounds in qanada. 

CANADA WILLING TO NEGOTIATE. 

In 1873 the Dominion board of ~rade presented a memorial to Earl 
Dufferin, the governor-general of the Dominion, expressing a" sincere 
and cordial desire'' that he would "be pleased to make such repre­
sentations to the imperial government as will procure the appoint­
ment of a commission to moot and confer with a similar commission 
on the part of the Government of the United States, (if such commis­
sion has been or shall be appointed,) for the purpose of framing and 
IJegotiating such a treaty of reciprocal trade as will be for the mu­
tual advantH.ge and benefit of the trade and commerce of the Domin­
ion of Canada and the United States." The Canadian minister of 
customs, the privy council, and the governor-general fully concurred 
in these views, and the governor, in council, formally promisefl that 
"slwnlU the Government of the United States comply with the wishes 
expressed by the National Board of Trade, the subject will receive the 
fullest consideration of the government of Canada." There is good 
reason for believing that no change has been made in their views. 

During the present year a leading member of the Dominion board 
of trade, at its annual meeting, expressed the general sentiment of 
those who were present by saying, "We are anxious to deal fairly and 
liberally with our neighbors, and on condition that they meet us in a 
liberal spirit." A resolution was passed, declaring "that this board 
is of opinion that it is very desirable that a treaty of reciprocity in 
trade with the Unitccl States, on a comprehensive, liberal, and fair 
basis, sho~~ld be obtained; and is also of opinion that the initiatory 

steps thereto ought to come from the Government of the Unit-ed States, 
seeing that it was by their action that the old treaty was abrogated.'' 
Thus there is ample proof that commissioners would be promptly 
appointed to meet and confer with our own. 

While we now possess a most valuable market and increasing mar­
ket for our manufactures, it is quite as certain that its continuance 
depends on the duties levied by the Canadian tariff. A large propor­
tion of the manufactures we export so extensively to the Dominion, 
conspicuausly many of ir~n, copper, b~ss, ~ead, cotton, &c., are ad­
mitted free of duty or at almost nomrnal rates of 5 or 10 per cent., 
and those charged at higher rates than 17i per cent. are few in num­
ber and insignificant in quantity. The Canadians have it in their 
power, and it co~d be no just cause of complaint by us, to. ado~t o.UI' 
own scale of duties. · The effect of such a step could not fail to mflwt 
serious injury on our manufacturers, many of whose products would 
soon be excluded from the Canadian markets, which it is for our in­
terest to open yet more widely. 

CONTRAS.T CA.NAD!A.J.~ WITH BAWAllAN TRADE. 

The importance of our present awl future commercial relations 
with the Hawaiian Islands has been ably discussed. I have not under­
estimated nor will I now depreciate it. But it shrinks into seeming 
insignificance in comparison with the value of the trade between the 
people of the United States and Canada. In the same year when 
our exports of cereal productions to the islands amounted to the value 
of about 45,000 those to the Dominion were of the value of over four­
teen millions, our export.s of cotton and its manufactures to the 
islands were about $16,000, and of iron and steel, including wooden­
ware, were nearly '20,000, while those of the same classes to Canada 
were over one million one hundred thousand and over six millions, 
respectively, exclusive of woodenware. The exports I have specified 
to Canada are exclusively of our own productions, t.he aggregate of 
which to Canada was about ninety times as large as that of all our 
exports to the Hawaiian Islands during the same time. Without pur­
suing the comparison further it is absolutely unquestionable that, 
if our commerce wit.h t.he Hawaiian Islands is worthy of special at­
tention, that with the Dominion of Canada is almost immeasurably 
more so; and the comparison loses not.hing of its force either commer­
cially, politically, or iu a military point of view if we consider the 
limited area of the islands and the vast territory of the Dominion 
coterminous with our own to be inhabited by people sprung from om­
selves or, like ourselves, from the foremost nations of the Old World 
and whose number will be computed by hundreds of millions. 

ENCOURAGEMENTS TO SMUGGLING. 

While the moderate rates of duty exacted by the Canadian tariff en­
able us to make large exports of manufactures, they also permit goods 
from other countries to be imported on the same terms. Silks, broad­
cloth, plate, watches, jewelry, &c., a.re charged with a. duty of only 
17ipercent. The boundary between thetwoconntriesnotonlyextends 
across the continent, but the shore-line is increa£ed for thousands of 
miles by innumerabl bays, affording great facilities for defrauding 
the reYenue. At other places a smuggler can go in the day or night 
from one side of the frontier to the other laden with jewelry, laces, 
or other expensive goods literally as easily and with as much security 
as a traveler can pass from one farm. to another or through the un­
broken forest. It is stated that stores, kept by enterprising mer­
chants, are built on the imaginary or mathematical line separating 
the two countries, and that goods bought in each are sold freely to 
all customers; the merchandise itself changing places from the shelves 
on one side to thoRe on the other at those hours and opportunities 
when it is impossible for a custom-house officer, however vigilant, to 
watch what may be done inside the building. No wonder, then, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury should have found ''the difficulty at­
tending a proper surveillance of our northern frontier" of sufficient 
importance as to direct special attention to it in his last report as 
being "under existing circumstances very great, if not in some re­
spects insurmountable." To guard these lines with moderate security 
an enormous increase of the revenue service would even now be ab­
solutely indispensable. In the four collection districts of Vermont, 
Champlain, Oswegatchie, and Cape Vincent, having a frontier line of 
more than three hundred miles, after deducting for a few officers em­
ployed in permanent service at the principal ports and minor stations, 
"there remain," says the Secretary of the Treasury, "but fourteen 
as a preventive force, or less than one man for every twenty-one miles 
of frontier." 

As the frontier regions become more populous and goods brought 
from one country to the other meet with readier sn,les, these difficul­
ties will be incalculably increased and it wiJl be absolutely impossi­
ble to prevent immense quantities of valuable goods from being il­
licitly brought acro...-.s the line without paymeut of any duty. 

In addition to these suggestive facts it is to be remembered that 
some of tho most liberal and advanced statesmen in Great Britain, 
not content with the present anomalous relations of the mother-coun­
try and the colonies, entertain the project of a Zollverein or customs­
union between them. The people of these countries have as un­
doubted rights to free-trade with each other as the citizens of our 
different States now enjoy among themselves. 

But, if the difficulties attending our pre ent tariff are now" in some 
respects insurmountable," what would they become if the s::tmo free­
dom of trade as exists between the States of the Union were also a 
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matter of fact between the different parts of the British Empire T 
There is no complete remedy but such a customs-union as I have sug­
gested between the United States and the Dominion. 

COMMISSIONERS WOULD REPORT IMPARTIALLY. 

In proposing the appointment of commissioners to confer with 
other commissioners duly authorized by the government. of Great 
Britain, or whenever it shall appear to be the wish of that govern. 
ment to appoint such commissioners, to investigate and a certain on 
what basis a treaty of reciprocal trade for tho mutual benefit of the 
people of the United States and the Dominion of Canada can bene­
goti:tted, and to report the results of their investigation to the Presi­

. dent of the United States, there is no bias toward any special form 
of reciprocity. They may or may not approve of such a customs­
union as under existing circumstances seems to me the best and only 
perfect solution of the embarrassments attending the present com­
mercial relations of the two countries, as it woulu effect a great sav­
ing in the revenue service, abolish smuggling, give complete freedom 
of transit to the people on both sides, and by a continuous and har­
monious development of their resources encourage social intercourse 
and prepare the way for whatever other institutions their intelli­
gence and mutual good-will might hereafter suggest and approve. 
But between such an arrangement and the present condition of trade 
there are many intermediate steps. It ought not to be difficult to 
agree upon the basis of a common tariff on all articles, such as silks, 
laces, brandies, wines, jewelry, &c., the importation of which is taxed 
only for revenue, and in regard to which no irreconcilable differences 
of politico-economical theory arise, or to determine the terms of equi­
table division of the revenue collected from them in common. If this 
only were done, the most extensive smuggling from which the rev­
enue of the United States suffers would be stopped, and our own 
public Treasury would be the gainer by many millions. Some at 
least of the manufactures and raw products of each country could 
be admitted to free exchange with those of the other. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION. 

Beyond these considerations, or rather as their basis, are the plain 
and well-known facts that the prosperity of ourpeople and our strength 
as a nation depend upon their unrestricted exchanges of the products 
of their labor more than upoil any other material cause, and that the 
relative positions of the United States and tb.e Dominion render sim­
ilar commercial relations no less valuable to our citizens and theCa­
nadians; that if permitted to develop themselves harmoniously, ac­
cording to the unrestricted wishes of the people, the mutual interests 
of the two countries are even more important than tnose of many of 
our own States, and that whatever would directly benefit so lar~e a 
number of them must be profitable to them all and should be desired 
by all. 

Whatever arrangements may be made might properly include va­
rious regulations necessary for the freedom and convenience of our 
commercial and social neighborhood and intercourse, such as a uni­
form system of extra.dition, light-houses, copyrights, postage, patents, 
telegraphs, weights, measures, and coinage. 

The principles I am desirous of seeing brought into active nse are 
simply those expressed nearly a century ago by Girard, Franklin, 
Deane, and Lee in a treaty of commerce between France and the United 
States, in which they, on the part of this country, agreed to avoid 
"all those burdensome prejudices which are usually sources of debate, 
embarrassment, and discontent," a.nd to take as the "basis of their 
agreement the most perfect equality and reciprocity," "founding the 
advantage of commerce solely upon reciprocal utility and the just 
rules of free intercourse." Thus all petty, acrimonious debat-es as to 
whether one part.y would make more or less than the other would 
cease. All would be merged in considerations of plain and palpable 
benefit as far as it is between States and individuals in the Union. 

It is undeniable that the government and people of Canada are 
desirous of meeting in a friendly and liberal spirit whatever efforts 
we may make toward extending our trade with them. Thus appar­
ently the means of benefiting a large and suffering portion of our 
population are open to us by giving them employment through an ex­
tended market for their productions. How much this is needed may 
be estimated from the statement of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
his annual report, that our domestic exports to all countries decreased 
in value $70,149,321 last year. By opening trade with Canada we 
should also furnish our people with a more abundant supply of the 
necessaries of life and some of the materials for manufactures. The 
purpose of the re olutions now under consideration is simply to as­
certain, after full and careful investigation by intelligent citizens of 
the United States, how far and through what measures we can best 
bring into actual practice the opportunities which are placed within 
our reach by the circumstances of the times and by immutable nature, 
or mther bv Providence itself. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I rise to move that the rules be suspended and the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of considering tbe naval appropriation bill. 

BALTIMORE CITY WAR CLAI1\1S. 

1.fr. O'BRIEN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
34 0) to provide for the recomputation of the accounts between the 
United Stat-es and the city of Baltimore growing out of money ex­
pended by said city for the use and benefit of the United States dur-

ing the war of 1812 with Great Britain; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and or­
dered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso­
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to : 

.Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be directed to consider and reporl what 
chanp;e, if any, is required in the rule of the House which gives to certain com· 
mittes therein named tho right to report at any time. 

COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. DOBBINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3481) extending the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims of the United 
States, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

PALMETTO GUARD. 

Mr. M.A.CKE;Y, of South Carolina, by unanimous consent, presented 
the memorial of the Palmetto Guard of Charleston, South Carolina; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and or­
dered to be printed in the RECORD. 

The memorial is as follows : 
CHARLESTOY, SOUTH CAROLINA, April 29, 1876. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of RepreJtentai:ivea of the United States in 
Congress assembled : 

The memorial and petition of the undersigned, officers and members of the cen· 
tennial committee of the Palmetto Guard, a military company at Charleston, South 
Carolina, respectfully show: 

That t.hey are preparing and erecting a suitable monument at Charleston in mem­
ory of the battle of Fort Moultrie, successfully fought against a British fleet on 
the 28th day of .Tune, 1776. 

That said monument ia to be surmounted by a figure in bronze of a Continental 
soldier replacing the 1lag of the fort, which hail been shot down, and they pray your 
honorable body to cause to be delivered to them for said purpose bronze cannon­
metal of the weight of forty-five hundred pounds. 

They have been advised and understand that there is on hand of captured or dis­
abled cannon ample quantities of such metal belonging to tbe United States and 
they ask that so much of it may be devoted to this patnotic purpose. ' 

GEORGE L. BUIST, 
BENJAMIN C. WEBB, 
JULIUS J. WESCOAT, 

andol.hers. 

EXECUTIVE CHAMDER, 
Columbia, South Oarolina, May 1, 1876. 

I cordially indorse and afprove the above request. Such an act of grace would 
produce the most beneficia results to this State and to the country. 

D. H. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Governor, South Carolina. 

CONTINUANCE OF COMl\fiTTEE-CLERKS. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I am directed by the 
Committee on Accounts to report the following resolution and to ask 
that it be adopted. 

The Clerk read a.R follows: 
.Resolved, That the Commit-tee on Expenditures in the DApa.rtment of State be, 

and they are hereby, allowed t{) employ a clerk for the period of thirty days and 
the compensation of said clerk be fixed at $4 per diem. ' 

The resolution was adopted. 
~1r. WILLIAMS, of Indiana. I am also directed by the same com· 

mittee to report the following resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Beaol11ed, That the Committee on Expenditures in the Department of Justice be, 
and they are hereby, allowe(l to retain the service of a clerk for the period of thirty 
days from the expiration of the last term. 

The resolution was adopted. 
PAINTED OR STAINED GLASS. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I a-sk unanimous consent to present the memorial 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, a-sking for an amendment to section 2505 
of the Revised_Statntes, relative to the importation of painted or 
stained glass for religious purposes, for reference to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and also that it be printed in the RECORD. 

There wa.a no objection, and it wa.a ordered accordingly. 
The memorial is as follows: 

To the honorable the Senate and House of RepreJtentatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled: 

The undersigned, citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, respectfully 
represent: 

That under the revenue laws of the United States religious societies from 1861 
to 1874 enjoyed the samo privileges a.s philosophical, edo.cational, scientific, and 
lit~rary societies and institutions; 

That the word "reli~oo.s" was omitted from the act of .Tune 22, 1874, and from 
section 2505, schedule .JU, tltle 33, Revised Statutes of the United States. 

Your petitioners therefore pray that this inequitable and.invidious discrimina­
tion against religious societies and institutions and a~inst the catMe for which 
they aro organized and established be removed, and tba(; an act be passed to insert 
the word "religious" after the word "scientific" and before the words "or liter­
ary" in section 2505, schedule M, title 33, Revised Statutes of the United States, 

SAM. H. WELRH, 
EDW. Y. BUGKL1W, 
LAWRENCE LEWIS. 

and many others. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of 
the following titles, when the Speaker pro tempore signed the same: 

An act (S. No.~) to amend the charter of the Capitol, North 0 
Street and South Washington Railway Company; 
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An act (S. No. 29:3) authorizing the commissioners of the District of 

Columbia to cancel and annul the condemnation of ground in square 
762, in the city of W asbington, for a public alley and for other pur-

poses ; 1 · · · h C · 1 C An act (S. No. 679) re atmg to mterments m t e ongresswna em-
tery; and 

An act (S. No. 764) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
allow Mrs. Minnie Sherman Fitch to receive, free from dutitlB, a wed­
ding present from tbe Khedive of Egypt. 

DISABLED NAVY-YARD EMPLOYES. 

Mr. GOODE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3482) to provide for the relief of navy-yard employes who shall be 
disabled while employed in the line of their duty; which was Tend a. 
first and second time, referred t-o the Committee on NavalA1l'airs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATIO~ BILL. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move the rules be suspended and tbe House re­
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the bill (H. R. No. 3375) 
making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending June 
30, 1877, and for other purposes. _ 

The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved it­
self into Committee oftbe Whole on the srote of the Union, Mr. CLY­
MER in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under tbe order of the House the committee 
now proceeds to the consideration of the naval appropriation bill 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move by unanimous consent that the first read­
in()' of the bill for information be dispensed with. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accorclingly. 
Mr. PHILIPS, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, there is an old legend 

of the seven wise men of Greece which tells of the finding of a golden 
tripod in the nets of aMilesian fisherman. The Delphian oracle was 
asked to whom it should be given. The answer was, to the wisest 
man. The fisherman's patriotic pride led him to offer it 1io his own 
countryman, Thales. He declined it with modesty, and offered it to 
Bias of Priene. Thus it passed in succession through the hands of 
the seven wise men until Solon dedicated it to Apollo as alone worthy 
to be called •' the wise." 

But the true moral to be drawn from the fabled history of "this 
Apollo even is that he who ga·ve oracles to all the world was not wise 
enough to look into big own fortunes; for he gave up all in the vain 
pursuit of the inexorable Daphne. · 

Learned men are often unwise; they are impractical. It was n se­
vere but not ill-founded judgment pronounced by one, when he said 
if he had a province to punish, he woUld send a philosopher to gov­
ern it. That practical wisdom which shall in these days look through 
the mist and fog of speculative philosophy and attenuated theory and 
discover the true condition of the country and the prime causes·of its 
troubles and dangers would indeed entitle its possessor to the desig­
nation of "the wise." 

ln this pres('nce I would not even enter the lists to contend for such 
a prize. Doubtless it would prove the unreached paradise of my 
earthly despair. And yet there are some facts lying so near the sur­
face of our financial embarrassment that the shortest vision may dis­
cover them. Amid the jarrin~, conflicting opinions unfortunately 
exist-ing here and obstructing legislation, the only important mone­
tary measure we have been able thus far to-adopt is tll.e s~alled 
silver bill. During its consideration it occurred to me M one of the 
strangest complexities of the times that even silver money should be 
distrusted and discredited. Certainly it is an old-fashioned money, 
and the people like it. It is historic. Our fathers prized it. And I 
am persuaded, if the American Congress could divest it.self of that 
notion which might not inaptly be termed the financial alchemy, 
that must fust transmute everything .into gold-interest-bearing b.oml.s 
before any principle can be reduced to practical utility, we would 
have made an advance in the effort to bring back the appearance, if 
n{)t the substance, of the good olden times. For the moral effect of 
some legi lation is better than its intrinsic merit. Confidence and 
stability are important factors in monetary matt,ers. Fear is the 
worst element in all panics. Hope is the life-power that lil.O-ves all 
enterprise and anchors all prosperity. 
' After the accumulation in the Treasury of $10,'000,000 in silver, at 

a loss to the Government of $1,000}>00, the people demanded its utili­
zation by forcing it into circulation. They would be glad to see this 
circulation still further promoted by securing- to the citizen who may 
have bullion the right to go to the mints, unaer governmental regula­
tions, and have coined his silver bullion on payment of the seigniorage. 
Yet some of us do not think it either the part of wisdom or sound 
pohcy to assume either the responsibility of directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to execute the blundering legislation of the republi­
can party in the resumption act or to authorize him to issue more 
gold-interest-bearing bonds to buy up a depreciated and fluctuating 
silver metal which, under theretinementof preYailing jobbery, might 
inure more to the benefit of the "bonanza" kings than the people. 
For one, I cannot give my consent to involve the Government in ad­
ditional bonded indebtedness until all honest, determined effort be 
made in other directions for financial relief. The curse of this coun­
try to-day is its bonded <lebt. We are a nation under bonds. The 
great ma-ss of the American people are but hod-carriers to build pal-

aces for the nabobs who clip coupons from public and local bonds. 
And I apprehend that if the inner springs of the movement to-day 
from certain. quarters in favor of abrupt, immediate resumption could 
be seen, the fact woulu be disclosed that the bondholders are not so 
much in favor of specie payments as a wise public policy as they are 
to secure gold, the most valuable of all coins, in payment of their 
bonds, for which they paid in greenbacks an average of abont sixty­
five cents on the dollar. 

The republican party set the example of issuing bonds at a high 
rate of interest. While England on her debt of $4,000,000,000 pays 

120,000,000 annual interest, we on our $2,200,000,000 pay 132,000,000. 
This bad example of the Government in issuing high-interest-bear­

ing bonds, non-taxable, produced results of a most vicious, hurtful 
nature, often lost sight of in our .inquiries into the true philosophy 
of the financial embarrassments of the American people. It not only 
drew from less productive investments in industrial pursuits the cap­
ital of the country, visibly checking ita development, but it hid these 
investments from t.uation, leaving the industrial producing classes 
to bear the whole burden of supporting the Government. 

Nor was this all. It set in motion a like pernicious practice through­
out the States and their local subdivisions, stimulating frenzied spec­
ulation in bonds, inciting the people and bribing officials to issue 
State, county, and municipal bonds bearing exorbitant rates of interest 
for the most ordinary and extraordinary objects. A somewhat care­
ful study of this question discloses a most appalling state of affairs 
in this country. One of its most startling phases is the marvelous 
ratio of increase of municipal indebtedness in the past few years. The 
census computation for 1tl70, little reliable at best, gives no premise 
from which any safe deduction can be approximately made as to the 
condition of this class of debts to-day. The census for 1870 gives 
$330,867,714ior this debt. In the last eight years the increase has 
been fearfuL In New York City it has been increased fourfold. 
Philadelphia has doubled her debt. Saint Louis has gone from 
$5,500,000 to 16,500,000. Chicago has trebled her debt. The debt of 
Baltimore has increased 69 per cent., Allegheny City 500 per cent., 
and. Albany 250 per cent. Boston has jumped from $13,000,000 to 
$43,000,000. Cleveland has quadrupled. Detroit has doubled. Lou­
isville has doubled. Milwaukee has nearly trebled. Newark ·has 
gone from $2,110,300 to 5,600,000; New Orleans from $14,000,000 to 
$2.2,000,000. Portland has trebled. Providen.ce ha-s multiplied seven­
fold. Richmond has doubled. Rochester bas increased fivefold; 
Pittsburgh four and a half. 

So that in these nineteen cities alone where the aggregate debts 
in 1867 were not 100,000,000 they are to-day in round numbers $332,-
000,000, a net increase of $232,000,000 or 232 per cent., being within 
$867,714 of the computation made in the census of 1870 for the en­
tire indebtedness of all the cities and towns of the Union. 

There are eighteen other cities with an aggregate debt of 105,-
342,570, to wit: 
Augusta, Georgia .. -.•• ·---- .... -......... _._ .•. --._: ••••••. ·-.- .... -.. $1, 751, 000 

t4¥12E:~~n:~~:::":::~~:::~:E~~~~\j\\\\i:~ji~i::::~\ :i ~ m 
Elizabeth, New Jersey .. ·-·----······-··---···-··-·····-··-·····....... 5, 402, 000 
G-alveston . . ···-·-·· ..••••.•••••.••• -- .••••• ··-· •••••• ·----· •••.• --··... 872,000 

~r~:~~~ ~~ ~:; ~ ~: ~ ~: ~;: ~ ~ :~: :~:: :~ ~; ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ :~~ ;~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~:;:;::: ~ ~:: 'i i m 
Newark·--··-·····-·-···-··-····-····-···-·······--·-···--······--··-·· 8, TI6,000 

~~:J).~fJ8~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::~: :::::::::::::::: 1~ ~ft:: 
Er~=~~~~~:: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :~::::: !: ~: Sg 

'l'he aggregate debt of all the other cities and towns, from the best 
data at my command, may be approximately estimated at$250,000,000. 
The whole municipal debt therefore is about 687,342,570. The aver­
age interest is not far from 7 per cent. per annum, which would be 

48,113,979 annualta.x on this debt alone. The county debts are not far 
from 225,000,000. The State indebtedness I pot at 50,000r000. The 
aggregate of this threefold indebtedness is therefore 1,36'2,342,570. 
The debt-of the District of Colnmbia is 23,143,000. The national 
debt on the 1st day of April, 1876, was $2.224,671,860.41. The entire 
bonded debt of the country is consequently $3,610,157,430.41. -

In the foregoing calculations no account is taken of the vast amount 
of bonded indebtedness of those business corporations which embrace 
in a sort of governmental form miniature communities of men; nor 
does it embrace the contingent liability of the States and municipal 
corporations, which may have to be paid, and which in the commer­
cial world so much affects their credit; nor does it embrace individual 
in de bted.ness. 

Furthermore, the American people, unlike the English and French, 
are not the holders of all their obligations, so that the interest money 
paid by the debtor to the creditor class passes from one citizen to 
another, whereby it is kept in circulation iu their midst; but from 
the most authentic statistics, freest from exaggeration, it may be as­
serted that our foreign debt is not far from $15,000,000,000; so the vol­
ume of int-erest money to meet these obligations annually flowing 
out from our shores never returns to bless us ; while our cisatlantie 
creditors are the favored class, who either by adroit legislationorman-
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agement make little contribution to appease the tax-gatherer who 
comes with such unfn.ltering regularity, through sunshine or shadow 
in our adversity u.s in our prosperity. ' 

When we consjder the interest on this 36,000,00U,OOO of debt, to 
~hich ~ust be added our :mnual ~ublic expenditures, whlch, exclu­
Sive of mterest on the natwnal debt n.ml the Pacific Railroad bonds 
i~ $335,638,201.16, and. tp.e expenses of condncting the State, terri to~ 
rtal, county, and mumCipal governments, we can begin to see what 
becoll!es of the earnings of th~ producing classes of this country, and 
how little they have left to hve on. It must be borne in mind, too, 
that no corresponding benefit has accrued to the material interests of 
this country on the issue of this mountain of bonds. No 36,000,000,000 
of money was applied to its development and enrichment. The bulk 
of the debt is the inheritance of a wasting, desolating war. Of the 
$1,300,000,000 State and local indebtedness it may be asserted with 
the grave assurance of truth that not .fifty cents on the dollar was re­
alized to the people who have the taxes to pay. The other half went 
into the pockets of the "ring men," or it was shamefnlly squandered 
upon unremunerative enterprises and corrupt jobbery. The General 
Government itself most wantonly, if not corruptly, paid an uncon­
scionable percentage of its bond issues to syndicates and favored 
agents. 

·when, therefore, Mr. CbaiTinan, a western man stands here who 
knows bow the tax-gatherer year by year takes from the htlBband­
man and laborer of his district his whole year's planting and harvest­
ing and labor to pay the coupons on such bonds; when we tell you 
that while, in our judgment, the p}ajn reading of the Constitution 
interpreted by the light of the debates of its framets, recornizes gold 
and silver as the legal tender; when we concede that it i~ the tradi­
tional money of the democratic party and the money of value in the 
recognition of the commercial world-and we long for its day of sta­
bi~ity among u~-yetin the light of inexorablefactsneitherthepatri­
otlsm nor the JUdgment of the West is to be challenged when we 
say that the power lodged in a single man, the Secretary of the Treas­
ury, by the resumption act of January 14, 1875, authorizing him to 
issue additional gold-interest-bearing bonds to enable him to go into 
the markets of the world to buy at any price the gold requisite to 
execute tha:t act .bY t~e 1st of :1 anuary, 18791 is not only a dangerous 
power but, if arb1trarilyexermsed, would drive the people to despair 
if not revolution. · ' 

Nothing so arouses the desperation of our nature as the dread of 
starvation at the hearth of our household. How many homilies are 
read us nowadays from certain quarters, on the necessity and pro­
priety of maintaining our foreign credit. I sometimes feel like that 
proverbial wit of illustration, Patrick Malloy, who had jnst laid in 
a fa~ pig and a j ng of the "0, be joyful:' fo~ "swate Christmaa," when 
a friend called and announced the arnval m town of a relative from 
" Onld Ireland." Pat said "Dem his eyes, I don't want to see any 
furrin relations; theys always hungry and dry buggers." I could al­
most wish sometimes we bad no foreign relations. They are a hnn­
gry set, crying for gold. We have public men and politicians in this 
country who seem to think that the whole financial policy of the 
country ought to be based on the enhancement of the value of our 
foreign-held obligations. It was this that in 1869 induced Congress 
to change the 5.20 bonds to gold bonds, thereby defrauding the people 
out of millions of money. 

The first duty of an American Congressman is to the people of his 
ow~ country. If there be one ~peci~l case wher~ the maxim" Charity 
begms at home" could be apphed With all conslStency and propriety 
it is in our legislation. A government accredited abroad at the sac­
rifice of the home comforts and manhood of its own citizens is but a 
giant monster, which, while it commands the attention of the world 
tramples down its own subjects, and in its very presence the spirit of 
true liberty pales and dies. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, Judge KELLEY, said on this 
floor not long since that "the American people are patient asses." 
They certainly have been patient; but Josh Billings said he had 
known a mule to wait twenty years for a good chance to kick a man's 
b~ain.s out;. and, if thls disposition of the mule be inherited, may not 
hts "illtlStnous ancestor" some day ere long turn his heels upon those 
who have been so severely testing his patience with burdens grievous 
to be borne and kick them out of time and place. 

See what these people have borne. Since 1863 there have been col­
l~cted from them by way of internal revenue, 2,086,590,703.88, and 
srnce the close of the war 1,9-28,441,762.43; customs receipts since 
t.he war, $1,910,445,897 .25-making an aggregate paid by these people 
directly and indirectly, into the public Treasury in the last ten years' 
3,838,887,659.68. If we were to add to this the snms which the offi: 

cials actually gathered from the people and stole, like one of Wilkie 
Collins's heroes, Captain Wrag, who, when he stole money from his 
employer, entered it in his private book account as a "self-presented 
testimonial of merit," the amount wouldexcecd 4,000,000 000 nearly 
enough to have pnid off the entire public debt if the Gove:nm~nt had 
been frugally and honestly administered. 

OUR EXCISE LAWS. 

It is an instructive lesson suggestive of how far beyond all intend­
ment of the founders of the Government we have traveled in these 
la.tter days to read Madison's disctlSsion in the },ederalist, (No. 45,) 

vindicating the Union against supposed danger to the State govern­
ments from its powers. He says : 

:U the Fed~ral Government is to bave collectors of revenue the St.ate ~overnmen. t 
will have theus also, and ~ those of the former will be p1incipally on t11e s a-coast 
ancl n~t very nnmorous, while the latter will be spr ad over the f.."l.ce of tho country 
and will be very nm~erous, the advant.·we in tblS view lies also on tbe sam side. 
The eventual collection uncler the immediate authority of the Union will gcn rally 
be made by the officers and according to the rules appointed by the sevcrilJ. State:;. 

H~ had no conception of therenlities of this day, when the Federal 
o~mals permeate t~e whole domain. of the States, thronging the 
highways a~~ scoutmg the bypat~, overawing with the msolence of 
power the ~I!iZen and overshadowmg and challenging to interference 
fl;te authonties of the. States. Under our ex~ise ~aws a system of es­
p~o~~ge. and oppress10n has sprung up which 18 a disgrace to our 
myihzation, and finds a parallel only in the revenue system enforced 
With such cruel and heartless exactness by the English upon the poor 
helpless, fallen Scots. ' 

Revenue exactions seem to have been especially aimed at the arti­
c~e.of tobacco. It has been thought wise by those charged with de­
~mg ways and means for tho Government to hedge in this product 
w1th such refinements and complications and to load it down with 
such burdens t~at the ordinary agriculturist cannot comprehend it 
or steer clear of 1ts breakers or scarcely hazard its cultivation. Even 
those whose office it is to interpret and enforce it are often puzzled 
and have no nnifo~·m system for its application. So the plain, hone::~t: 
man wh?se study IS how to pbnt and cultivate, when to cut and how 
to ~ure, 18 often amazed to find himself in the iron hands of a deputy 
U:mte~ States marshal, and arraigned in the criminal's dock for the 
vwla~on of a crude statute of which be is as ignorant as the subjects 
of Caligula were of the laws hung so high no one could see to read. 

But too recently I saw arraigned in a United States court undm· an 
indictment for manufacturing and selling tobacco without 'a license 
an old man. On his head had fallen the frosts of mo.re than three~ 
score winters. He was an old settler. From the western slopeA of 
th~ Allegbanies, over half a ~entury ago, perhaps, he had caught the 
glimpses of that star of emprre which beckoned hi,m westward· and 
he heeded its invitation. With no fortune but a brave heart and 
a strong arm he penetrated the wilds of the western bank of the :Mis­
sissippi, beat down the wild-brier and bull-nettle, and where not 
l~ng before the smoke curled up from the Indian wigwam, he pitched 
h~s.tent, felled the forest, and hewed out his humble home. Unam­
bitiOus of the world's. glory ll>J?-d its i.gnoble strifes, be sought alone 
that peace and happmess whwh spnng from honest indtlStry and a 
competency. 

As had beet?- his ctlBtom for many years, lie planted a few acres of 
tobacco on thts homestead where he bad reared his family. To one 
?f his neighbors be bad sold fifty cents' worth of tobaccd. Learning 
m a few days that be had violated a law of the United States stat­
utes, like an honest man he went to his neighbor to make restitution. 
But the .greedy eye of the lurking spy wa.s on him and he wa.s 
arrested. When his case was called this venerable old man stepped 
inside the bar and with a voice and face every tone and lrneament of 
which bespoke the trnth more eloquently than the advocacy of any 
coun~el, ~e told his plait?-, unvarnished story, which was corroborated 
by hts nm~hbors. The Jndge looked upon him with a pityinrr eye • 
but the co1d1 nnrelenting rigor of the revenue law was snch that n~ 
mercy 'Yas tne.re, and the verdict of guilty went upon the record. 
. This IS but one of many suchinstancesilltlBtrative of a bad law and 
Its worse enforcement, by which the little homes and their all are 
swept from the poor, unsuspecting, and uninformed. Let it be modi­
~ed. Let there rest upon our public statutes no law that has not in 
1t the elements of mercy and reason. Let us strike down in our whole 
revenue system the prize-money of the spy and informer who are 
but sleuth-hounds to scent the heels and beset the hom~s of poor 
farmers and workingmen. This is not the game for which in our pub­
lio enactments we should set the fowler's net. If one-half the virri­
lance disp~ayed by these hirelings in hnnting down, without discreti~n 
or humamty, honest men had been exhibited in other directions the 
pampered parasites of the Government, who have rioted for yea~ in 
palaces of splendor and luxury under tho very eye of power on stolen 
money, would long since have adorned niches in a felon's cell instead 
of the t?-awing:rooms and par~o!S of stilted society. ' 

No htgher evidence of the VlClOtlBness of the present internal-reve­
nue system could be adduced than the fa.ct that with four taxable 
articles the officers and employes for its enforcement number 3 734 
exclusive of depno/ collectors, at an expense in the last fiscal ye~r of 
$5,606,000 ; penalt.Ies collected from the people under it amonnt to 
$.331,933)000.02; the amount paid to informers, excltlBive of moieties, 
is $231,317.94. 

YMI'XEE BHREWDNESS. 

Dr. Bul_l Rn~ Russell, '!ishing to ex pre~ delicately the corrupt habits 
of a certa"!-ll prmce of. India,. wrote: "He 1s a very able man with strong 
corumer01al tendenctes whiCh are developed to benefit his own inter­
ests.". So the.l?ng domina~t element in this Congres , possessing un­
questioned ability, have legislated to benefit most their own interests. 

J? 1870when a taxw/18 imposed on incomes and salaries the amount 
of mternal revenne collected from the different States was more nearlv 
equal; but with its abolition the following table shows how the great 
bulk of this bnrden rests upon the So nth and West : 
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.A.nwttnt of inconte paid in 1870 and 1875. 

Sta.tes and 'l'erritories. 

.Alabama. ...••..................•......•..•••••... . 
Ali?.Olla. .• ••.•.•••••••••.•.••.••••••••.••••••.•.••. 
Arkansas .......•....•.......... -- ...........•... 
California .•.........•.........•.•.••............ . 
Colorado .........•...•••••.•......••••. ..•...••••. 
Connecticut ........•.....•........•.•........... . 
Da.ko~ .••••••••••••••.••••••••.•••••••••..••••.. . 
Delaware .•.................•••.•................ 
District of Columbia. .....•••••... ...••••... .. ..•.. 
Florida. ....••........•..•..••..................•.. 

~\:'~~~~::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. 
Illinois ...••..•••••••••••.....•.•••••.•....•...•. 
Indiana .......................................... . 
Iowa ......•.•.••.••.•••....•....•.•...•.....•.... 
Kansas ......................................... .. 

t:tti~~~I. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Maine ................... ................. ....... . 
Maryland ....................... : ................ . 
Massachusetts ................................... . 
Michigan ........................................ . 
Minnesota ................................. ...... . 

~~=:r~i-: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Montana ....... ~ ................................. . 
Nebraska. ...................................... .. 
NtJvada ......................................... .. 
New Hampshire ................................. . 
New Jersey ..................................... . 
New Mexico ..................................... . 
New York .......................... : ............ . 
North Carolina .................................. .. 
Ohio ...................................... ... ... . 
Orejl:on ........................................... . 

~t~ii:~d :::::::::::: :::::::::~:: ::::::::::::: 
South Carolina ................................... . 
Tennc&eo ................. ...................... . 
Texas . .......................................... . 
lTtah ............................................. . 
Vcnnont ....................... .................. . 
Virginia. .............................. · · •• · · · · ·- · · 

~=r:fli~~ ~:::::::::::::::: ~::::::::::::::::: : 
Wyoming ............... ........... - ............. . 

1870. 

$595,700 17 
15,616 43 

369,2M 10 
4, 602, 439 31 

73,910 34 
2, 564, 477 14 

8, 715,61 
451,985 70 
514,482 20 
106 318 42 

1, 14~ 241 3:1 
65,424 05 

18, 364, 3G6 66 
5, 045, 0'23 82 
1, 377, 981 34 

343,23115 
9, 8B7, 623 73 
2, 981. 524 ()'~ 

807,2-24 36 
5, 438, 472 91 

10, 684 090 19 
2 918,987 :m 

467, 8i9 15 
284, 792 49 

6, 004, 2i8 11 
103,555 55 
308,501 51 
Hl?,027 45 
632,407 38 

4, 075, 359 85 
46,827 2~ 

36, 3ii1, 550 as 
1, 398,719 95 

19, 568, 743 80 
329,212 01 

16, 748, 704 05 
1, ~2, 376 69 

412,039 59 
1, 470, 859 57 

390,954 33 
46,296 41 

352,316 65 
5, 4!l6, 351 39 

83,272 63 
756,967 15 

2, 363, 015 03 
25,879 8-2 

1875. 

$115,689 37 
10,263 06 
75, 377 44 

2, 988, o:f3 26 
70,531 82 

6'27, 717 96 
10, 0~0 18 

360,331 03 
112,226 69 
184,777 59 
388 226 84 

19,136 00 
17,634,626 71 

4, 65.'3, 789 05 
1, 040, 217 69 

133,685 86 
9,0~.587 88 

606,264 38 
107,473 15 

2, 760, 736 57 
2, 708, 014 29 
1, 931, 2.~4 80 

228,362 45 
96,967 92 

4, 5!l4, 875 31 
23, G66 10 

292,472 30 
58,803 30 

299, 3S9 55 
2, 363,469 41 

22,666 19 
15, 238, 881 81 

1 ~m 42.1 58 
14: 662, 720 17. 

47, !)39 64 
6, 151,960 04 

2.11, 978 00 
12"2 277 92 
861:645 2-3 
258, 2'J7 29 
34,899 68 
58,582 18 

7, 660,921 20 
21, 146 60 

508,868 20 
2, 72'2, 076 75 

11,942 11 
----·-·1-----

Tota.l . • . • • • . .. . . . • . . • • • • • . • . • . • . • . • • • . . . • . . 167, 560, 107 49 103, 771, 664 60 

From the State of ~!i83ouri alone,~ th a population of about 2,000,-
000, there was collected in 1875 $4,594,875.:H, while the whole six New 
England States, on an aggregate population of about 3,500,000, paid 
only $3,989,810.751 less by 603,046.0~ than one western State. 

SAVINGS L!'iBTITUTIOXS. 

On the 1!:!th day of June, 1874, an act of Congress was passed ex­
empting from taxation all deposits in associations known as provident 
or savings institutions on sums not exceeding $2,000. This exemption 
is not confined, as nuder the law of 1866, t.o that class of institutions 
havingnocapital stock and doingno banking business, butisextendeu 
to those of like name having a capital stock and declarin(J' dividends. 
Under the operation and cover of this L'l.wthe six New England States 
in May, 1875, on an invested capital of $13,291,767, had a deposit ac­
count of $432,077,436, making an aggregate of $445,369,203, of which 
there was taxable only the sum of 70,625,228. The single State of 
Missouri had in such banks a capital df 9,226,683 and deposits $3-S,-
723,844, making an aggregate of 44,950,5271 while her taxable sum 
for the same period was 4S,19'2,328. 

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue in his late report shows that 
the average amount of capital held by these banks and bankers, not 
national, in May, 1875, was $200,316,008; that the average amount of 
~lleir deposits ~n t_he same month was $1,346,014,81:3; the total of cap­
Ital and depostts m the same month·was $1,546,3.10,911. The amount 
of the taxable capital and deposits of these banks and bankers during 
said six months was only $780,494,076, or a little more than three­
quarters of a million of dollars, while the amount of the actual capi­
tal and deposits of these same institutions was iu round numbers 
$1,546,000,000. The Commi83ioner says: 

It will also be apparent from the table how unequally: this taxation is distributed 
a,m<?ng t~e Stat.es. Thus ~pou a. given amo~t of ca.p1tal and deposits the tax on 
Califonua as compared With Massachusetts 18 as ten to one, on Michi.,an as com­
pared with the same State as sixteen to one, -on Virginia. as comparea with Ver­
mont as five to one. The city of New York. possessin" of ta.xa.ble capital and de­
posita$50,000,000 less than .Maine, New H::unpshft'o, Ve~ont, Mas.•1aehusetta and 
UonnectiCllt combined, pa.ys a tax three times.as great as these States. While these 
same States, having capital and deposita three times as great a.s California, pay 
about one-~ the tax thereon that 18 paid by California.. 

No wonder New England in the aggreO'ate is so true to republican­
ism when republicanism is so true to he;, 

'Tis their dnty, so all the learned think, 
To 'spouse the cause by which they eat and drink. 

As she looks first at her bank account and then at her tax receipt 
she might well exclaim, "Ml&tare vel timere sperno''-I scorn to chang~ 
or to fear. 

TARIJ.'F. 

Not content with all this, she joins bands with the Key-stone State 
and a few recruits scattered over other States, armed and equipped 
as they are with every offensive and defensi\re weapon, bright and 
gleaming wit.h the burnish of syllogism, antithesis, ·and sophism, to 
bo later up and continue that relic of barbarism called a protective tariff, 
but which it will be hard to persuade a plain man, not a participant 
iu its monopoly, is not a license to nine millions of people to rob thirty­
one millions. 

A half a century ago the argument of the high tariffites was that 
our American manufactures should be protected during the country's 
infancy, but when the country was maturer and its position among 
the commercia.! powers of the world was assured, then the fostering 
hand of the Government might be withdrawn. Well, this Republic 
is now one hundred years old-~ rather tough old infant, and with 
t.eeth so sharp and keen as to make it a little unpleasant, I should 
think, for it to be tugging at the paps. Bnt the Vulcan of the iron­
works of Pennsylvania, Judge KELLEY, whose transcendent ability 
enables him to serve a bad cause as well as a good one, comes forth 
to forge a new argument to take the place of the old worn-out one. 
He argued on this floor not long since that when the Government was 
young, dependent, and undeveloped a free trade might be needful; 
but when it had grown into full manhood, and its mines and mann­
factures pervaded, then protection was an absolute nece83ity! Both 
of these arguments and theories cannot be true. And a plain, fair, 
free-thinking man will more than suspect that wllen the one has 
served its purpose, if it be at once abandoned for another, both are 
probably impudent shams and pregnant falsehoods. 

A tariff for revenue may be tolerated as a sacrifice of individual in­
terest for the maintenance of Government, but when its object goes 
beyond that to build up individual interests at the expense of the many, 
it is a perversion of the very objects of just Government and a travesty 
of democratic institutions whose chief element is equality of right. 

The Wgheat right pertaining to property is the right to freely exchange it for 
other property. . 

When therefore, a farmer on his own homestead, with his own 
hands, raises more corn and wheat than be consumes, and under the 
privilege which is his goes to a foreign market with tllis surplus and 
exchanges it for what he needs most for home use, such as woolen 
cloth, that cloth is as much the product of his toil and sweat as 
though he had produced the raw material and fabricated the cloth ; 
and when he is stopped on his return trip at our port of entry and 
told that he must pay a duty on this cloth of 50 per cent. for the pur­
pose of protecting some home manufacturer, he can never be made to 
understand that it is a "blessing in disguise." When the poor me­
chanic or day laborer has worked bard all day for hls one dollar or 
dollar and a half, and goes home to find his little ones shaking and 
burning with malarial fever, and he must go to a. druggist and pay 
$2.20 for an ounce of sulphate of quinine instead of $1.56, only be­
cause t.wo' companies in the State of Pennsylvania are engaged in it.s 
manufacture, he can never be made to feel happy and content as be 
returns home to sit with supperless stomach chewing the cud of 
Judge KELLEY's philosophy on the blessings of a tariff to the poor 
man. Doubtless if the judge's constituents had had erected near by 
a butcher-stall when it rained meat over in Kentucky, he would have 
cited precedent and" drawn the thread of his verbosity" for the estab­
lishment of a port of entry for foreign meat in Bath County! This 
phenomonal shower undoubtedly did interfere with ''home indus­
tries," for it is said that every" mother's son" of the fifteenth amend­
ment quit all manner of work and sat down to rejoice, and sang-

! tells yon, niggah, once for sho', 
Dis chile work ueber any mo' ; 
For you kin jes look to the groun', 
Where de Lord frows de mutton down. 

J onrnals like the Bulletin belabor us with essays to prove that pro­
tection cheapens the price of commodities. If its tendency be to re­
duce prices to a starveling grade, why is it that the manufacturer clam­
orsforits continuance T If there be one characteristic of the American 
more conspicuous than another, it is that he does not expend his 
energy and talent willingly except in the line of hispersonalaggmn­
d.izement. If a duty of 25 per cent. should cheapen the commodity 
in the same ratio by the argumentum ad absurdam, a duty of 100 per 
cent. ought, upon the same parity of reasoning, to make it sell for 
nothing. And if protection so modifies the price of the commodity, 
where is the manufacturer's profit T And why does he contend for a 
system that promotes competition and low prices T Surely in all the 
years since 1842, if the tariff alone reduced prices, Congress had not 
been beset by the protected classes for its continuance. If, notwith­
standing the duties imposed on every article imported fron;t abroad, 
the importers can yet enter into competition with our home manu­
facturers reducing the prices owing to the abundance of foreign ma­
terial, the cheapness of labor, improved mechanism, and skilled labor, 
combined with like causes at home, what might we not witness if 
the embargo of impost duties were removed Y If it be true that a 
high tariff be essential to protect the life of our industrial interests 
·against European pauper labor and superabundant material, it is a 
curious process of ratiocination by which it is explained how our man­
ufacturers ol calico and other articles are boasting of becoming ex­
porters and selling in the markets of Europe. 
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. Deyo~d al.l question protection p~ssesses. a reducing power in a 
gtven direction. If any one doubts It let htm look into the statis­
tics of 

OUR AMERICAN SUIPPING. 

In 1860, before the present tariff system, the heart of every Ameri­
c~n citizen beat high wit~ patriotic emotion as he went upon the 
h1gh seas and wherever hlB eye turned beheld our fla(J' streamin(J' 
from the masthead of every ship floating our yommerce~ Then th~ 
tonnage of our vessels entered and cleared with cargoes at our ports 
from and to foreign countriea was 12,086,209, while the tonnarre of 
the foreign vessels was 4,977,916. But to-day our flag has afmost 
disappeared f:om the seas. In the fiscal year just passed the ton­
nag~ of Amencan v~ssels had shrunk to 7,310,589, while that of the 
formgn vessels bad mcreased to 16,278,728; so that, while ours has 
fallen in these fifteen years 40 per cent., the foreign vessels have in­
creased 250 per cent. The protectionists say the reason for this is 
tha~ "our capital finds more remunerative employment in some other 
busmess." Pray tell me where is that remunerative business! 

In the year just closed there hav. e been eight thousand prominent 
failures in business with the spectacle of half a dozen Statea in de­
fault on their in~erest, unable ~o meet the!r o~ligations. Paralysis 
seems to have setzed all euterpr1se; paupensm ts crowding our alms­
hollSes and <!riving virtue mad with squ:;tlor;. the ruthless plow­
share of soc1al caste1 worse than feudalism, IS plowing its way 
through the land, while on either side of the widening chasm are to 
be seen our debtor and creditor classes, the one gaunt with famine 
and mute with despair, the other plethoric with bonds eager with 
greed and clamorous for immediate resumption and mor~ protection. 
An~ though our weatern fields bloom and groan under loads of golden 
gram, and the cotton-fields of the South wave as if all Dixie floated 
with white banners, tokens of peace to the country, yet all is gath­
ered and turned over to the tax-gatherer and to monopolizin(J' tariffs. 
The truth is the money wrapped up in bonds and in the so-call~d prov­
ident banks is hid away from assessors, so that the whole burdens of 
gove~nm~nt fa,ll upon landed estates! p~r~onal property, and the in­
du~tr~al. ~terests of the country. This Ihs that makes capital timid. 
This It Is m part that hoards money in banks. It skulks from the 
tax~gatherer. It . shrinks from investments in property the value of 
whwh no econoDllst can foretell a year. Protection on lumber and 
iron and all the materials of construction has hushed the din of busy 
indllStry in our ship-building docks and made the shores of En(J'land 
resona~t .with the chee~ul hum of the employed artisan and mechanic. 

Publimsts and finanCiers may read llS essays on the laws of nations 
and trade until our ears are tired with the monotony of their max­
ims; bu~ t~e plain road after all is that taken by the CommitteeB on 
Appropnat10ns and Ways and Means to bring at least moderate relief 
to the people of this country. The one checking the lavish expendi­
ture of public money, breaking down the idea that the governmental 
departments are a, sort oi eleemosynary institutions for the support of 
political " dead beats," our diplomatic service fat places for partisan 
parasites who beset the Federal board for crumbs and honors admin­
i~tering the <;lovern~ent ou the ~ro~ idea of frugality with~ut par­
Simony, effiCiency without prodigahty; the other recornizing the 
~eces.<Uty of a large yie~ding reve~ue system to meet the country's 
mdebtednes.s, yet laborm~ to res~r1ct our excise and custom laws to a 
~evenue b~Is, th~s u?loosmg the rron !P'asp of tariff monopolies, allow­
mg other mdllStnal mtercsts a breathmg-spell, and inspiring the pro­
ducers and laborers to look beyond the scanty confines of their pres­
ent paltry fortunes to a day when he who sowsshall reap and he who 
plants shall eat the fruit of his labor. 

The American 9ongress, i~ view of the weight of debt on the peo­
ple, have one plam, nnfaltermg duty before them, to see that it is not 
increased. No maudlin sentimentality nor that spasmodic emotional 
gushing philanthropy and patliotism which somehow seizes all par~ 
ties on the eve of a presidential election should betray us into be­
queats of millions on. millions more of money that must be wrung 
bke teeth or drawn like ~lood from a suffering, strugaling people. 
Extravagance and r:orrupt10n. ha':"e filled the whole land with a plen­
teous harvest of "p10us prostitutiOnandreverendrascality." Severe 
and solemn is the duty of the hour which demands that we should 
bring back the country to that condition of public virtue in which 
we shall have patriotism for partisanism, liberty with law and gov-
ernment without oppression. ' 

Mr. HOUSE obtained the floor, but yielded to Mr. ROBBINS of Penn-
sylvania, who moved that the committee rise. ' 

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. HOLMAJ."f having t.aken the 

chair as Speaker pro tmnpore, Mr. CLYMER reported that the Commit­
tee of the Who~e on ~he stat.e. of the Union had according to order 
h.ad under cons1deratio~ the b1ll (H. R. No. 3375) making appropria­
tions for the naval servtce for the year ending June 30 1877 and for 
other purposes, and had come to no conclusion thereon: ' 
T~e SPE.AKER p1·o tempore. The hour of half past four o'clock 

havmg arnved, u~der the order made this morning, the House now 
takes a recess until half past seven o'clock this evening. 

EVENING SESSION. 
· The recess having expired, the Honse re-assembled at seven o'clock 
and thirty minutes p. m. 

The SP~~R pro tempore. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
HENDEE] IS entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HENDEE. Before offering the reaolution in relation to tho 
acceptance of the statue of Ethan Allen, I yield to the (J'entleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. FREEMAN.] 

0 

TARIFF. 

~r. FREEMAN addressed the House on the bill in relation to the 
ta:iffreport~d by the Committee of Ways and .Means. [His speech 
will appear m the Appendix.] 

FINANCE. 

Mr. HENDEE. I now yield to the gentleiil(l,n from New Hampshire 
[Mr. BLAIR.] ' 

:r.~I:. B~AIR. Mr. Chairman, the- most absorbing and important 
pobtwalissue of the day, excepting the condition of the South and 
the purposes of her leaders, is the industral and financial condition 
of the whole country. 

A:s i~ aD: c~nfused. di_scnssion of questions, the determination of 
which.~ wit~ th? fumt of human powers and required by human 
neces~nt1es, so m thlS, one of the chief difficulties a1·ises from the fact 
that fun~ame?tal truths are overlooked or ignored, and Lhe combat­
ants strike wildly at phantoms in the air, false theories and issues 
abound, and secondary questions are elevated int-o undue importance 
when careful examination of elementary principles and ruflectio~ 
npon them, until they are clearly comprehended, would lead all sound 
minds to the same conclusions. 

I conceive that the real contest now ra(J'ing in this country is not 
bet"!een those who diff~r as to ~he when a~d the how of returning to 
speme payments-that IS, to comed property as the best visible repre­
sentative of abstract value, and its most accurate and unvarying 
measure in contracts and exchanges-but between all who believe 
that value requi.res a con?rete me~ure, ?.n order that mankind may 
~rans~c~ the busmess of life, a behef wh1ch is a part of the soul, an 
mnate tdea clearer than an axiom, and illustrated by the spontane­
ous and neceasary practice of the hllii1an race in all a(J'es both in the 
barbarous and in the civilized states, under all form~ a~d under no 
forms of government, because. independent of. and more neces ary 
than any go~ern.m~nt to the ex1stence of men, lS a material standard 
of value, whwh mitself posseses value as a commodity· and those on 
the other hand, who deny totally this theory of all time and cl~iru 
t~at real mone~ is not intrinsically property, but a me~ token or 
sign,e~dowed mth power ~o cancel debts by positive law, which en­
forces 1~s !fiand~te by denymg further remedy in the courts. In other 
words, It Is a dispute as to the real nature and uses of money and of 
exchange. 

PRIMARY TRUTHS. 

I beg p~rdon for calling attention to a few pr~ary truths. First 
to the Ull1Versallaw of labor. Compliance with this Jaw alone ere~ 
ates value. Labor is that which confers values. Without it few 
com!fiodities would exist at !ill, and those which did would lack es­
sential worth; and the relat1ve value of all depends upon the quality 
a~d amount of in~llectual and manual labor bestowed upon them. 
Kmdly nature furmshea the clay and straw, but we must apply labor 
o~ starve. Skill results from practice, and hence every man devotes 
hliDself to the production of some particular thing and not of every­
thing in general. This is the division of labor. 

Again, reaulting from compliance with this universal law and the 
further truth that labor belongs to the laborer because man is not a 
slave, is the essential and inalienable right of ~very man to the own­
~rsh.ip o~ that which his J~bor has produced and to dispose of it as his 
mclmat10n or wants requrre. Nowtbeprimal wants of mankind are 
food, clothing, and protection from the elements. These are in the 
highest sense necessaries, for without them life cannot exist· and 
there is a great diversity of employments and productions fdr the 
purpose of supplyin~ these wants. And as ~o man has produced or 
can produce all that Is necessary to enable hliD to live men must ex­
change the produce of their industries. Here lies th~ fundamental 
idea of convertibility. It is found imperfectly in exchange by bar­
ter, that is, the exchange of articles whichhavenocommonmeasureof 
valn~, and whic~ are the immediate objects of desiro between the 
parties; as, for mstance, when a farmer deaires t.o exchan(J'e the pro­
duce of his fields with the mamzfacturer of cloths who is 

0
in want of 

food. The inequality of the relative value of the thinmJ to be ex­
ch~nge.d compelled the invention of money. I refer to 

0
real money, 

w~10h 18 _Property, and not a creation of government· gold and silver 
bemg ~lVersally used as such ~y .c~vilized people, b~cause they have 
the qualit~ of absolut-e convertibility among all nations. That is 
a man havmg ~ny kind of property can convert it into gold an<l sil~ 
ver, and that silver or gold w1ll buy any property whatever in any 
country. But we should not lose sight of the fact that it is an ex­
change of properties just as much as where men swap horses or oxen 
or ~arms. In every honest trade or sale ever made there was, or was 
des1_gned to be, an exchange of values, which had been produced by 
eqruvalent amounts of labor at some time applied to the commodi­
~ies exchan.ged. .If a ho~e is exchanged for 100 dollars in gold, then 
if the sale 1s a fa1r and JUSt sale, the averaO'e cost of produoino- and 
tra~~ horses of like quality is just the s~me as the cost of p[oduc­
in(J' luu in gold coin. 
~ld and silver are selected as the commodities which shall be 

used as the measures of values, because of their great worth in small 
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bulk, their scarcity requiring protract.ed labor to obtain them, their 
durability, malleability, and beauty, which render them desirable in 
the arts, for personal ornaments, and many other uses, all combining 
to give these metals uniformity of value and especially as money. 

Now these precious metals do not cease to be property because they 
are converted into money, nor is the act of Government coinage 
necessary to make them money. Government can make them legal 
tender, and thus increase somewhat their usefulness; but they are 
money by virtue of their own nature and the universal a~sent and 
sanction of mankind. 

A piece of gold is worth as much before coinage as afterward, less 
the charge of the Mint. Even if demonetized by act of government­
that. is, deprived of its qualit.y as a legal tender-it will still continue 
in u e somewhere among mankind as money, simply because it is 
made money by virtue of its own nature and its adaptation to the ne­
cessities of society. Thus it is apparent that real money may be de­
fined as that form of property which is ~y its own intrinsic qualities 
adapted to facilitate the exchange of commodities in general, and 
tllerefore, by consent of mankind, applied to that use. 

CREDIT. 

But it is found by experience that credits must exist in the very 
nature of things. 

Capital is a very broad term, ancl in one sense it embraces all the 
factors of production, land, implements, muscle, brain, in short all 
the elements of power.: applied to the creation of property. But the 
ownership of capital is often in the aged, the sick, the retired, the in­
competent, in those who lack either the capacity or disposition to use 
it, while, on the other hand, those possessing capacity~ endurance, 
and enterprise lack the accnmulated wealth or capital which is the 
necessary foundation of business. These parties meet. It is natural 
and often indispensable for us to put faith in each other; it is gener­
allv kept. Here, then, is the foundation of credit, which is the trans­
fer of au actual property for a promise or an act of the mind. 

Now all that gives value to the promise when it is used as a me­
dium of sale or exchange is confidence that it will be performed. An­
other promise replacing the first is not performance, although, if con­
fidence; which is a state o£ the mind, remains nnshakeu, the credit 
may be extended by the subst.itution of the new promise for the old 
one. But it is apparent that the promise must some time be kept by 
an actual payment or redemption in actual property for t.hat origi­
nally received, otherwise the creditor or his assignee is wronged and 
confidence, the basis of all credit, must disappear. Contracts are 
not always kept, and disputes arise as to their obligation; hence so­
ciety establishes courts of jnstioo, and these fortify our faith in each 
other by compelling performn.nce, and thus serve a8 a most essential 
basis of credit. The judgments of courts must be paid, not in prom­
ises, but in property, if it can be fonnd from which to obtain satis­
faction. And here again arises a new necessity for the existence of 
money, or fixed measure of value known to the civil law, in which 
its decree may be intelli!,ribly expressed and by which it can be satis­
fied, which measure of value is called legal tender. This should of 
course be and, when things are in their normal state, is gold or sil­
verr the money of the world. Sometimes temporarily a nation is 
obllged to substitute for its own indebtedness and that of its citizens 
a promise to pay, instead of an actual commodity, as a legal tender, 
as, for inst.:'tnce, the greenback for coin. The greenback is a prom­
ise. Like that of an individual, its value depends wholly upon its 
being performed-paid; and it is only in that faith that it circulates 
among the people. The act of Government making it legal tender 
cannot give a permanent value to it. Replacing it with a new prom­
ise, whether a bond or otherwise, will give it no more value. Noth­
ing but payment or belief in payment can give a permanent value 
to a promise. Payment in lies is poor stuff, no matter who tells 
them. 

I trust the House will pardon me for the liberty I have taken in 
calling attention to these, as they appear to me to be, self-evident 
truths, because they are directly contravened by the teachings of 
able men upon thi1:1 floor and throughout the land-teachings which, 
although they may be popular for a time, are in my judgment of per­
nicious effect upon the business and honest.y o:f the country; and I 
beg leave to examine more closely the doctrines of the advocates of a 
paper currency not redeemable in coin. 

THE AMERICAN SYSTEM: OF FINANCE. 

"The American system of finance," so called, is to my apprehension 
substantially the same, whether expounded by the distinguished and 
eloquent gentleman from Pennsylvania or by the subtle and analyti­
cal intellect of the gentleman from Dlinois, or by Mr. Britton A. Hill 
or General Butler in their able expositions of their Yiews of the prin­
ciples of finance and the proper application of those principles to the 
afthlrs of this country. 

The substance of all their theories is, first, the abolition of prop­
erty in any form as a meilium of exchange and circulation, and, sec­
ond, the substitution therefor of some cheap material, which, being 
stamped with a mark or inscription by which it may be identified and 
being made a tender by law for the satisfaction of debts both public 
and private, shall be money, and, by force of the statutes of the land, 
the only real money of the American people. Gold and silver will be 
demonetized, and will continue to exist only a-s wheat, corn, horses, 
houses, and lands exist; that is, in the form of commodities. They 

could still be bought and sold, and by common consent could still re­
main in use as money ; but they would not be money. Their trans­
fer from hand to band would be mere barter or exchange. 

Now, under the system of finance which has thus far obtained upon 
earth, it will be observed, as already shown, that whenever men trade 
with each other, if there is any difference in the values of the prop­
erties exchanged to be adjusted, that difference is paid in actual 
money, which is just as much property as potatoes, iron, or tin, or 
that a· credit is given for the balance that may be due; that is, a. 
promise to pay it is accepted instead of the actual delivery of prop­
erty at the moment of the principal transaction. The credit is sim­
ply payment deferred. Thus each party gets an equivalent value in 
property or in a promise, the performance of which is relied upon, 
and is therefore treated as property. But this new system abolishes 
both property and promise from the legal-tender circulation of the 
country. It substitutes for them an act of law compelling the cred­
itor to receive a thing worthless in itself, having no substantial value 
except what lies in the law making it a legal tender. The new legal 
tender is t.o be no promise to pay, nor is it to be a commodity having 
any value in itself except what lies iu the fact that the creditor is 
compelled to receive it or lose his claim absolutely. It is the same as 
to say that one grain of corn shall be lerral tender for a farm, two 
grains of corn for two farms. Chips, shells, paper, bits of tin, iron, 
silver, copper, zinc, or gold, or any other substance capable _of being 
marked or of receiving a durable impression can be made ~oney by 
act of law, having a paying power according to the amount which 
the law shn.ll prescribe without regard to the value of the thing se­
lected to perform this function a8 a commodity. 

A piece of silver which is now of the value of $1 could be made 
legal tender for one hundred or one thousand; a five-dollar gold piece 
could by law be transformed into one or ten thousand uollars by act 
of Congress, w bile a bit of tin no larger than the ear of a mouse could 
be made a legal tender in full satisfaction of a debt of millions of clol­
]ars actual value in the coin currency of the. world, according to the 
astonishinu pretentious of this "new national system of finance," as it 
is reverently called by its advocates. It iA better than the miracle of 
the alchemist performed. It does not, for it needs not: transmute any­
thing into gold: for gold as money is no better than brass. It does 
better. It creates out of nothin~, and, if made universal, would en­
able one of our enterprising Yankees, if he could get trusted for the 
universe, to pay for it with a wormy wooden nutmeg, provided it had 
received the Go\ernment stamp. 

That I state the position of the advocates of p3.per currency, irre­
deemable in any kind of commodity by the Government correctly 
will be seen from the following extract from the speech of Ron. ALEx­
ANDER CAMPBELL, delivered on this floor Jan nary 29, 1876 : 

Money is a legalized agent, invented to facilitate the exchan~es of property and 
products and to pay debts. To be fitted for the performance of these functions it 
must have uniform credit and equal legal powers in the payment of debts t.brough. 
out the jurisdiction of the govornment instituting it nnd putting it into circulation. 
These properties or powers are imparted to it by the law makirig it a tender in the 
payment of debts, and are in no degree dependent upon the quantity or quality of 

· the material by which they are expressed. The only thing that gives one substance 
the preference over another for the material of money is its superior convenience. 
It bas no material value but only an immaterial or legal value. 

And again, in Hill upon Absolute Money, page 47, the author says: 
This national money should not have any intrinsic value whatever, nor should it 

bt>.ar the character of a "promise to pay." since in either case it would become a 
purchasable commodity, and the money of the nation most not be purchasable. 

In his address before the New York Board of Trade, delivered Oc­
tober 14, 187_5, Ron. Benjamin F. Butler says, page 19: 

Third. I want that dollar-
Speaking of the dollar which he would introduce in his system of 

finance,:_ 
stamped upon some convenient and cheap material of the least possible intrinsic 
value, so that neither its wear nor its destruction will be any loss to the Govern· 
ment issuing it. 

Fourth. I also desire that the dollar be made of such material, for the purpose 
that it shall never be exported or desirable~ can·y out of the country. Framing an 
American system of finance, I do not propose to adapt it to the wants of any other 
nation, and especially the Uhinese, who are nearly one-quarter of the world. 

Fifth. I desire that the dollar so issued shall never be redeemed. I see no more 
reason why the unit of measure of value should be redoomed or redeemable than 
the yard·stick with which I measure my cloth or the quart with which I measure 
my milk should be redeemed. 

This issue, then, is fundamental. It must be settled. Here, sir, is 
the pivot upon which turns the whole financial question now agitat­
ing the country, and there never can be real business prosperity until 
the people have thought this thing through and out. 

The advocates of the present financial system of this and of all 
nations assert that money is tangible property, the eqlh'tl in value of 
that for which it is exchanged, and that where paper is a substitute 
for money it contains the promise of such value to be paid in true 
money on the part of the source of issue; and the confidence that 
such promise will be kept is all that gives permanent value and cur­
rency to any kind of paper or promissory circulation. 

They assert that the proposed elimination of the promise of the 
Government to pay will destroy the value of any paper money which 
the American or any other government can issue. On the other hand, 
the advocates of absolute money deny this and claim that the prom­
ise is unnecessary, and the Government stamp and compulsory laws 
making paper legal tender for debts will make the paper the same or 
better than coin for all monetary purposes. · 
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WHICH IS RIOHTI 

Which is right f The answer to this question settles the whole dis­
cussion. Now, it is idle to say that Government has not the physical 
power to create a new legal tender, out of any substance or out of 
no substance whatever, for existing debts. It can abolish the courts 
and allleg--tl remedies. It can repudiate its owu obligations and de­
cree universal liquidation of all debts, both public and private. The 
nation, by constitutional or other legislation, can prohibit the con­
traction or payment of any :illdebtedness whatever; that is, the 
Eower resides in sovereignty to confiscate all property of the citizen. 
But the question is not as to its power, but as to its right to destroy. 
I assert that the creation of a legal tender which the creditor is bound 
to accept in satisfaction of his debt, which tender is neither actual 
property having dimensions and salable value in the market and 
money of the world, of the same nominal and real WOTth as his de­
mand, nor the promise of Government, nor of a bank, nor of any other 
party whose promise the law does not make equivalt>nt to perform­
ance, is repudiation and confiscation, and nothing else. The creditor 
may be thus robbed of his existing debt contracted in good fait.h 
upon a promise to pay, but the operation will stop-there. No man 
can be persuaded again to part with his property on trust. He will 
resort to barter, excepting so far as be relies for payment upon the 
force of honor, and credit will forever cease among men. 

It is no reply to say that t.he greenback is a promise not redeemed, 
but is still accepted as a measure of value and medium of exchange, 
though fluctuating and far below the value of gold. Nothing gives 
the greenback the least value to tempt men into new commercia.! 
transactioiJs but the belief that it will be pa.id. It is simply a broken 
promise, not bearing interest. The fact that the time when it will be 
paid is unknown depreciates but does not destroy its vttlue, beca.nse 
there is still faith in the promise of the Government; and meanwhile 
it is available as a legal tender to discharge existing debts. It is true 
also that the fact that it bears no int-erest causes less depreciation 
than in case of an ordinary debt, the time of payment of which is 
uncertain and which bears no int.erest1 for the legal-tender quality 
of the greenback keeps it in constant Circulation. No man possesses 
a given bill longer than be is obliged to. He pays it out to caned an 
interest-bearing debt which be owes, or lends it to some one who wi1l 
pay him interest, and who in his turn cancels a debt, or engages in 
buMiness with it as capital, t.he profits upon which he hopes will be 
more than equivalent to the rate he pays for its use. Thus, although 
payment is deferred, yet the ability anrl. intention of the promisor 
to pay is not questioned, and there is but small depreciation of the 
Government promise; and when ever the time of payment is made cer­
tain, and is so nearly rea-ehed that the greenback can be profitably 
hel(l as an investment, for the margin between its existiug value and 
coin it is sure to be boarded for the sake of this interest and grad­
ually to appreciate to par value with coiu, regar<lless of the amount 
of bills to be redeemed. Satisfy the holder of the green back that he 
will be paid in gold (lollar for dollar at a fixed time, and every one 
of t.hem will be already funded except what the demands of the coun­
tl:y keep in circulation as a medium of exchange. 

But it is wholly incorrect to draw the inference, as the advocates 
of the "great American system" do, because t.he dil:;honored promise 
of the Government still floats that mere paper would do so, ancl Ire­
iterate what I have already said to show why it cannot and the crime 
it would be to make the attempt. Every saJe, or exchange, or com­
mei·cial transaction what-bver is an exchauge of property or values 
supposed and agreed by the parties to be equal. It is so in the nature 
of things. It can be nothing else. Legislation is powerless to make 
it anything else. It would be an exchange of equal supposed values 
if thoro were no civil government whatever and a legal tender was 
impossible. The civil law cau create nothing. It merely facilitates 
a transaction which would still be nece . ary an<l would still be the 
same if civil laws and courts for the enforcement of obligations were 
unknown. A sale or exchange is the same whether perfected amonrr 
savage tribes or among civilized nations with laws prescribing a legai 
tender and comts to vindicate the sanctity of contracts, and will re­
main unchanged in the great milleunial future when the machinery 
of government shall be abolished by the moral and intellectual per­
fection of the race. Individua.l men always have made and forever 
will make their agreements, and from the nature of man it will al­
ways be the case that each party will enrleavor to get in property 
the equivalent of that with which be parts, both articles being meas­
ured by comparison with each other or by some common standanl or 
measure of value. It is always the same, whether it be an exchange 
of similar or diYerse articles, or miscellaneous commodities, orfor that 
commodity known from the nature of its uses as money. The man 
who sells his horse for 100 may just as properly be said to purchase 
the money as to ~All the horse; one article is uought and sold just as 
much as the other; and this relation of buyer and elleris the only e~sen­
tial one known in commercial affairs. All other relations and agen­
cies, the laws, customs, anQ. rules of trade, banks and bank bills, com­
mercial paper, coina.ge or governmental authentication of money or 
paper promises to pay, the court·s, and all other machinery of com­
mercial transactions, ar13 only subordinate and concomitant facilities 
for the performance of that which, if none of these things existed, 
would othenvise l>e performed, though with greater labor and embar­
ra sment, and imperfectly at the best. 

Labor and the adaptation of the thing upon which it is expended 

to the uses of man alone giving value, the Government can do it only 
incidentally in the way of protection against violence and fraud. The 
law can no more create a dollar in value than it can make a horse or a 
watch. It cannot give exohanseable value at all. It may arbitrarily 
regulate, alt.hougb it bas no r•ght to, but it cannot create property. 
It has no right to interfere with property at all, except in furtherance 
of the general purposes for which governments are instituted among 
men, of which the protection, and not the arbitrary destruction, of the 
right of property is one of the chief. Now, when the Government steps 
in, and finding the relation of debtorandcreditoruniversallyexistinrt 
among the people, says that wood or tin or paper shall be dollars, and 
that the tender of these worthless tokens shall extinguish debts, it sim­
ply confiscates by force. It utterly destroys that inalienable right of 
property which all just government is organized to protect, and be­
comes the robber of every creditor in the nation, and of every man 
who is not already insolvent; for every claim will be canceled by the 
same act. 

Then, with confirlence destroyed, who would trust his fellow-man 
or his country again, to be paid in nothing f It would drive society 
at once to the manual exchange of commodities, and contract pay­
able only in specific article . And how easy for an unwilling debtor 
to divest himself of the specific article long before execution could be 
obtained by the t-edious processes of the courts, and which must be 
satisfied in the specific article which the contract called for, bec<mse 
the legaJ tender of the eountry would be worthless. Commercial paper 
and bank currency would be utterly destroyed, because neither can 
exist unless convertible by law and by decree and execution of the 
courts into some legal tender having value as, or payable in, a com­
modity. Property would be destroyed, society would be reduced to 
barbarism, and ultimately the country would be depopulated, or rather, 
realizing at once the enormous villainy of the deed, the whole natiou 
would rise and crush its perpetrators, re-establish hone t government, 
and restore to circulation as the standard measure of values the honest 
dollar of our fathers. 

DEALINGS WITH lrOREIGN NA.TIOXS. 

Besides, even if a currency which is neither property itself nor a 
promise to pay property could be made to circuJate in onr own coun­
try by reason of the fact that people must buy and sell, and that 
whatever will pay debts will have some value for that reason alone­
an aspect of the subject to which I will call attention hereafter-bow 
could our transactions with foreign nations be carried on f We should 
have no use for gold at home, except as an article of merchandise. 
\Ye should require it for exportation as a commodity; but the demand 
for it as coin, as well as a commodity, in all t.be rest of the world 
would cause its constaut exportation, whether the balance of t.ra<le 
was for or against us. The country would be emptied of its precious 
metals as fast a.s they were dng from the eternal mountains. What 
should we do, then, if the markets of Europe were closed against us by 
the chances of war, by foreign tariffs, or other cau es which migl.Jt 
prevent us from selling our commodities abroad, and t.hus obtaining 
those productions of other lands which are iudispensable to the com­
fort and happiness of our people, and the possessiou of which consti­
tutes a not inconsiderable part of the enjoyment of civilized lifot 
How in case of insufficient production within our own borders, where 
we must buy or starve, and we have no gold, the money of the worhl, 
to sell Y 

The lmlance of trade against us, where,·dtb should we pay the interest 
and principal of tha.t portion of our national debt now owned abroad' 
That, however, would probably be extinguished iu the ori;?inal act 
of confiscation, by virtue of which this vaunted system of finance is 
to be introduced. Grant, contrary to the fact, that in time of peace, 
so long as the balance of trade is in our favor, we should not export 
coin; bnt the time now is and must long cont.inue, and in the exigen­
cies of national life will often return, when the balance of trade will 
be against ns. What then can we do without coin, or paper which 
promises coin and is convertible into coin I.Jy Jaw and iu fact Y Acci­
dents of climate and a thousand causes may uepri.Ye us of export~1ble 
commodities. Suppose, as is sure to be the case, that in the centurieR 
to come we are involved in wars with the rmpire silently consolidat­
ing on our northern border, or with .Mexico, with island confedera­
ations, or among ourselves; suppose that our mining regions are 
wrested from us and tbeexil:;tenceof the Goverument seriously threat­
ened, or that for any cause the immediate necessity for the precious 
metals, to enable us to purchase abroad t-he means of warfare, shoulU. 
become indispe11sable to the existence of the American nation; how 
would you get them with uo credit, no coin in the country, and with 
nothing to exportY Would your worthless tender avail at such ~ 
cri is, when delay would be destruction f Would you not then require 
either coin or credit-either the world's money or a market for your 
national promises, your bonds, payable in the money of the world at 
a future day Y But perpetrate one such act of repudiation as is the 
very corner-stone of this vannted ".American monetary system," and 
the American flag would not sell for ten cents in coin, and the Gov­
ernment could not borrow enough on its bond to pay the disgusted 
Irishman who, in his generosity, might fill up its dishonored, self-flog 
grave. . 

No civilized nation can segregate itself from the rest of mankind 
and remain civilized. God has made of one flesh all the nations of 
the earth. (.;omq1ercially there is but one nation, and this truth is 
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inexorable. That only is money which all commercial mankind rec­
oanizes as such. Political edicts may transiently interfere with nature, 
by establishing a legal tender which is not univert~al money, nor con­
vertible into it by the holder, but the ruin which follows demonstrates 
the truth of the main proposition. 

Urgent political necessity may over~de business necessity, and ?Om­
pel this to be done, as wa.s the case m our count.ry, but there Is no 
other excuse. All that a nation has it will give for its life. Unless 
justified by such necessity it~ a crime,_ and whe?, for su~h c_aus~, an 
inconvertible legal tender ensts, there lS no poss1 IJle extriCatwn from 
inuustrial ruin bot in a steady return to the money of the world and 
compliance with the Jaws of trade. 

THE LEGAL·TEXDER QUALITY. 

But it is said that the proposed currency would have value, becn.use 
beinO' a tender for all debts, public and private·, it would pay tn.xes. 
Dut ~vl.Jat could Government do with the stufff Having once repu­
diated its debts by issuing such a currency, who woul<l voluntn.rily 
become its hired servant or its creditor again T Why, if such a cur­
rency is valuable without payment immediate or remote, should taxes 
be levied at all T Why not print more of it :mel abolish tn.xation, 
thns saving the dear people that burden which Franklin saiu was the 
only thing certain to the lot of humanity but death' 

Let us apply this theory to the present condition of the country. 
The na.tioual clebt," including greenbacks, is about ........... . ..... $2, 200, 000, 000 
The sum total of all debts, State, county, municipal, a.nd personal, 

has been estirun.ted at .••.. . ...•...••..•.•.••••.••.•.•.•.......... 13,000,000, O:JO 

Making in round numbers about ...•.•.............•......•.. 15,000,000,000 

It is proposed to pay this and do the business of the country with 
mere paper tokens, which are neither commodities, nor money, nor 
the promise to pay money. When, then, shall the system be intro­
<luced' If now, I propose to show thn.t it is bald repudiation; if 
after payment of the national debt, thatitis and will be irrelevant for 
mauy years and could never be introduced at all. By existing law, 
which cannot be avoided wit.hout :1 breaclt of pn blic faith already 
p1cdged most solemnly both at home aml abroad, the entire public 
flebt is payable both principal and interest in coin. Now, if the 
public faith is kept, the whole problem will hn.ve been already solved, 
tho country will have already discharged its obligations on a coin 
basis and will be free from debt. I take it thn.t, whatever theorists 
might desire, if we should be able once more to place our cmrency 
and our business upon a specie basis all the powers aml persuasion of 
this world would fail to delude the Amerkan people from their fast 
anchorage t.o coin as a measure of valne. .And if this "American sys­
tem" of finance is only designed for introduction after the I'esump­
tion of specie payments, and the national debt is paid, according to 
the contract between the country and its creditors, it is only an ignis 
fatuus, wholly irrelevant to the discussion of our present difficulties, 
and it is a matter of indifference to the American people whether this 
system might or might not work well in Utopia, or even on earth 
under conditions which do not and for ~enerations cannot exist in 
this country, or whether it is a mere viswn, or the dream of a poet, 
a philosopher, or an ass. No; it is idle to say that the advocates of 
thit~ system mean to pay the debts or the inter~st on them in coin. 
Their remedy is designed to relieve the people of their debts by appli­
cation to the present situation. The first step is indicated in the 
pending bill, sections 9 to 11 inclusive, and on page 6 of 1\ir. Ca..m>­
nELL'S speech, before quoted, us follows: · 

Sections 9 to 11 inclusive provide for the issue of Treasurv certificates in pay­
ment of tho deuts and cuiTent expenses of tho Go>ernmont, which certificates shall 
l>e n. legal tent.ler in payment of all debts, public and private, (except when it is 
Jlrovidecl that payment shall bo made in coin,) aml interconvcrtible at the option of 
the holder with registered Government bonds, bea?in~ snell equitable rate of in­
tere:;t as will clistlilmte property ancl products to labor and capital according to 
the labor or service performed in production. . 

·Now, these Treasury certificates or tokens are never to be paid, for 
they are not promises to pay. They are merely pieces of paper of 
convenient form anu suitable texture for circulation, labeled with 
figures indica,ting that the Government ha-s received value for them, 
and the amount of value which the creditor must gi-ve up when they 
arc tendered to him. There will thus be thrown upon the country 
'2,200,000,000 of these certificates, unless we repudiate the $700,000,000 

owned abroad, without .any juggling ceremony wh~tever. The na­
tional-bank system and cmrency will be annihilated, because the 
national bonds which are their basis willlte sequestrated. The green­
back will be canceled. The country will then be left with no cir­
culating medium whatever save these $2,200,000,000 of nothing-abso­
lutely nothing but so much paper material, clothed arbitrarily by 
law with the power of extinguishing debts when tendered for that 
purpose. It will be of no earthly value except to pay debts, aud 
those who thus receive it from this paternal Government can do noth­
ing at all with it except to pay their own debts, as they have them­
selves been paid, or lend it to borrowers who desire to get it for the 
same purpose. 

Tho amount of national-bunk note-s anu of greenbacks, including 
fractional currency, is $762,000,000; and this sum stands to-day at 
not more than eighty-eight cents on a dollar in gold, and much of 
this is uoti:equired by the business of the conn try. There is in actual 
circulation among the people to-day only ,. 53~,000,000. Of the re­
mainder $GO,OOO,OOO is in the Trea.•mry antl $170,12:;,(iD9 i.s lying in 

the banks. If now for these $762,000,000 of unpaid promises we sub­
stitute three times that amount-that is, the whole national debt­
of token legal-tenders, which are never to be paid, what will be the 
effect upon the dollar or circulat.ing medium of the country f 'l'here 
will be more than three where there is now one worth eighty-eight 
cents in gold; and if the new currency was an unredeemed promise 
to pay a d.olln.r in gold, instead of no promise at all, even then the 
inevitable effect would be to liquidate every debt in the country at 
less than thirty cents on a dollar. But these Treasury certificates 
are not to be payable-that is, redeemable- at all in anything, an(l 
as soon as they have once served their purpose of confiscating the 
debts of the country and. have destroyed the existing relations of 
debtor and creditor and ruined America forever, I would like to ask 
any sane man to give a rea-Ron why these billets of death will be 
worth anything at all. · 

It is no reply to this inexorable dest.iny to say that the "system" 
contemplates the convertibility of this trash into the form of a bond 
with principal and interest paya~>le in t~e same LTas.b.. Nor is it of any 
use to endeavor to escape the conclusion that this currency would be 
worthless.by saying that only so much ~s might be nec~ssary to perform 
the business of the country would be 1ssned. Such IS not the theory 
itself, but sometimes its advocates take to this subterfuge when driven 
to the wall. France is said to have $33 of currency per capita. We 
have 44,000,000 of people, and at the same rate require $l,452,000,000. 
Bnt., it is said, we are fur more active as a people, onr industries moro 
diversiued, aud our population spread over a territory as large a-s all 
Europe, so that we absolutely require more than $2,000,000,000 of 
circulation, which, strangely enough, hy this ingenious reasoning, 
amounts to just about the same as the national debt, whichitissomuch 
easier to repudiate than to pn.y. 

DEPRECIATIO~. 

But suppose that only $700,000,000 of this robber currency should 
be issued, and that we shoulcl try to do the business of the country 
upon it and never pay the currency itself. The Government, how­
ever, will receive it for t.axes, nnd of course pay it out to pensioners 
and public servants, and for all running expenses. Would or would 
not this currency depreciate¥ How can you make the people believe 
that a. currency is good for anything when you tell them at the same 
time that it will never be paid Y Surely legal-tender currency which 
the Government promises to pn.y in coin is no worse because of the 
promise of the Govemment. Divest your present legal tender of the 
promise of the Government, and it remains just what you propose to 
issue. If now the present legal tender is so fur depreciated, an9., aa 
all concede, bas playe<l snob fantastic and ruinous tricks with trade 
n.nd business in the past, how is it possible to expect the new legal 
tender to appro:rimate the stan <lard value of gold, affording a safe and 
stead.v measure of value for the business of this country and ulti­
mately of the world f No, it is self-evident that the new currency 
would not appredate above the value of the greenback; and such is 
the constHntion of the human mind that ordinary mortals will con­
sider the solemn promise of a great, honorable, and wealthy nation to 
pay its honest debts as worth something. Repudiation, or the elimina­
tion of that promise from the new currency, will depreciate its value 
(if it shoulu have any) somewhat at the outset, and you would be ab­
solutely obliged to replace that depeciation with a still further issue, 
which would increase the evil like a salt-fish diet in the desert. 

Next, having once paid and cheated the public servants, by putting 
upon them a currency which will not enable them to live in your em­
ploy, you must raise their salaries and increase taxes for the defray­
ment of all the expenses of government. And then there is the in­
terest on the public debt, foreign and domestic, payable in coin, for 
I am now supposing that yon merely replace the nn.tional-ba.nk bills 
and green backs with your new tender; your tariff dues, as well as in­
ternal revenues, under this new order of things are to be payable in 
this depreciated and depreciating token tender, and with it you must 
boy your gold, already banished by your new "system" from the 
American market. You will have to increase the issue on that ac­
count. Thus from year to year taxes would inevitably increase, more 
paper t-okens would have to be issued as long as any one would receive 
them. Pensioners would be robbed, at first part.ially, in the end ut­
terly. The public service would be destroyed. .Ai3 the Government 
would have no power to collect taxes in n.nything but this paper folly, 
it could ~et nothing wherewith to make purchases in foreign markets 
in any of the great exigencies of peace or war when the possession of 
or power to get coin by taxation would be indispensable to the exist­
ence of the nation. Under such a system of finance this country 
woulcl require nothing further than a mule-skin for a winding-sheet 
and room enough on the buck door of a mad-house t-o write its appro­
priate epitaph. It demands no reach of intelligence to see tha.t the 
abandonment of the right to levy and collect taxes in coin- that is, iu 
actmtl property- is the abandonment of the right of taxation itself. 
If taxes cannot be collected in that which the world will accept as 
money we are no longer· a, nation, and the further application of this 
delusion by the l1eavily-bur<lened government.s of the States woul<l 
effectu:1l1y extingui ·h their local sovereignty and at once dissolve all 
forms of civil government in the land. There would be no remedy 
but instant revolution. 

I have not. dwelt upon the miseries which would be iu:flictefl upon 
tho people at large hy t.hc continual and. unavoidable rlepreciation of 
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any legal tender not redeem3.ble in actual property, either gold or 
other commodities. The bitter experience of this generation, even 
with a currency redeemable in Min, but upon which payment bas been 
deferred, without, however, shaking the confidence of the people in the 
ultimate performance of the national pledge, ought to be a sufficient 
suggestion of the ten thousa.nd times greater calamities which would 
follow such a deed of ill-designed repudiation aa this scheme pro­
poses to the American people. If the evils of a depreciated and irre­
deemed paper legal tender adopted 1mder compulsion of war are not 
already sufficiently patent and destructive to warn us from the adop­
tion of a system infinitely worse, having all the elements of calam­
ity and dishonor which the financiers of the infernal regions could 
devise for us, it is useless for my feeble powers to attempt the impos­
sible task. 

There is reason to think that the gentlemen who have devised 
and advocated this system of so-called" finance" are misled in their 
judgment as to the magnitude of the financial evils which surround 
us !IDd do not sufficiently realize the immense powers of payment 
and recuperation with which we have been endowed by a bounti­
ful and benign Providence; and in their despemtion, born of deep 
sympathy for the great prostration of business interests in some por­
tions of. the country, they have been tempted to seek escape from 
honest obligations at the expense of good faith, not designing, how­
ever, to recommend to the people a dishone8t deed. They have really 
made themselves believe that this system could, by its magic and 
mystery, perform the impossible thing; and what wonder then if large 
numbers of men, to whom the study of finance is unknown, have em­
braced their plausible and comfortrng theories T 

I devoutly wish that I could believe and act with them. I, too, am 
largely a debtor, and, if possible to see hope in their views, I should 
sleep far better o' nights myself. But I do not think that a disposi­
tion to exaggerate and overbewail the difficulties of the situation is 
beneficial or justifiable, and hence I feel called upon to pay some at­
tention to doctrines upon the subject of 

INTEREST 

advanced by the honorable gentleman from illinois. If his views are 
correct, it is an absolute impossibility for the business of the country 
to go on upon any system of finance. He informs us that the increase 
of property is not over 3 per cent. per year, and proves it by the sta­
tistics of the census. I will not contradict his premises, since I am 
not aware of the existence of reliable data to the contrary. He says 
that the average rate of interest paid in the country is not less than 
8 per cent., which estimate is none too high. I also agree with him 
that, in my judgment, this is more than it ought to be, and that the 
true interests of borrower and lender woul~ IJe promoted by a large 
reduction of the rate. I further agree that there now exists a large 
mass of contra~ts in all parts of the country, and probably this is par­
ticularly true of some portions of the West, where the inevitaUle re­
sult of these high rates, if they continue to be exacted, will be ruin­
ous to the debtor and perhaps to the creditor also where his eager­
ness for high interest has tempted him to invest in hollow securities. 

But allowing this to be so, what remedy has he to offer as an hon­
est man T Unless the parties can agree, or the debtor can replace the 
existing with a cheaper loan, is t.here any other remedy but such as is 
found in the law of the land, either in the statutes of usury .or bank­
ruptcy, or in the enforcement of the obligation of contracts f The 
day fixed for t.he resumption of specie payments can be postponPd if 
necessity requires it to be done; but is the legal existence of a large 
debt and a high rate of interest, as matter of contract, a reason for 
the introduction of n. national swindle, under the specious name of the 
''American system of finance Y" 

But it should be remembered that the law of demand and supply 
regulates to a great extent the price of the use of money, or the rate 
of interest, aa it does all the relations of value; and that during a 
period of universally high prices the rate of interest must necessarily 
be enhanced. On the other band, when prices fall and things are ad­
justed and in their natural condition, whoever has good security to 
give can raise the money from some other source, or agree upon more 
favorable conditions with his creditor, and thus realize that reduc­
tion of interest which the times require. 

As before stated, it is claimed that the average increase in the 
value of property in this country is not over 3 per cent. yearly. Does 
it follow as a logical conclusion that the rate of interest npou hired 
capital can be no more than 3 per cent. without ultimate loss to the 
borrower T Certainly the experience of men for generations has 
taught them otherwise in this country. I know of no State in the 
Union where the legal rate of interest hM been less than 6 per cent. 
during this centnry; nor can the rate which the borrower can afford 
to pay be judged by a general and inflexible rule. So much depends 
upon th6 ability and good fortune of the borrower and the nature of 
t.he business in which the hired capital is expended that it is very dif­
ficult to see how the rate of interest can be regulated by the average 
increase of the specific property of the country. It would appear to 
be far more reasonable to suppose that the safe average of interest 
could be inferred rather from the increase of the valuation of the 
entire property of the country, for the reason that interest is the 
price of the use of property employed in the production of other prop­
erty, and thus contributes to the enhancement of general values 
rather than_ to the multiplication of specific things. 

Usually interest is paid upon capital employed in the more lucrative 
ventures and more productive business of the country, from which 
greater returns can reasonably be expected than would be indicated 
by the average increase of specific agricultural property; aml it shoul<l 
be borne in mind that the average profits of agricultural pursuits, 
w bile surer, are less in amount than in other branches of industry ; 
but the gentleman's method, aa will be seen hereafter, even ignores 
the profits of the farmer, which he may invest in stock, bonds, ancl 
various other ways too numerous to mention. 

The gentleman from Illinois overwhelms us with terrors born of 
false premises. Ho makes from the census an inventory of the farms 
and production of agriculture in 1850; and calling horses and mules 
32.50 per head, neat cattle l:<l.SO, sheep $1.31, swine $4, wheat per 

bushel $1, corn and rye 50 cen !s, and oats 33t, improved land $16.09 
and unimproved land 8.04-! per acre, he finds a total valuation of 
$4,267,751,473. Each item of property being valued at the same price 
in 1870, he finds a total of $6,288,115,219, or an average income or in­
crease of 3 per cent. for each of the twenty years, after making what 
he considers a just allowance for the destruction of property and in­
terruption of industry by the war. Now, if the gentleman's calcula­
tion had led him to compare the actual value of this property in 1850 
with the actual value of all similar property in the country in 1 70, 
there would have been greater probability of approximate, although 
not complete, accuracy in his conclusions. By comparing values thus, 
which I insist is the only proper way in a reasoning process-which 
in its very nature can be nothing but a comparison of values or prices 
the census shows the following result: 

1850. 

I Numbor. 

1870. 

Horses and mules . . . 
Neat cattle ........ . 
Sheep .•.•.•..•.•.... 
Swine ............. . 
Bushels of wheat . .. . 
Bushels of corn and 

Number. 

4, a!J6, 050} 
17,778,907 
21,723,220 
30,354,21:3 

100, 485, 944 

rye . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 606, 259, 917 
Bushels of oats ...... 146, 584, 179 
Acres of improved 

land . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 113, 032, 614} 
Acresofunimproved 

land .•••••.•••••.. 180,528,000 

Value. 

$544, 180, 516 23
• 
820• 608 

2~, 477,951 

8, 270, 785} 

2:5, 134.569 
100, 485, 994 2tj7, 745, 626 

303, 129, 958 777, 863, 344 
48, 861, 393 282, 107, 157 

18~, 921, 099 } 
3, 271, 042, 4G9 

218, 813, 942 

Value. 

~1, 525, 276, 457 

431, 618, 439 

583,397,508 
94,035,719 

9, 262, 803, 861 

Total......... .••••• .. ..•... 4, 267,7:20,330 . ..••• .. .••. •. 11,897,331,984 

Being an increase of more than 278 per cent. in twenty years and 
14 per cent. yearly. This is the true lesson to be obtained from the 
census reports if anything is taught by the gentleman's method. But 
in my judgment the result in any case is wholly unreliable, because 
it is utterly impossible to ascertain how much of the increase, both of 
specific property and of valuation, is due to the employment of hired 
capital, labor, immigration, inflation of the measure of value, aml 
many other factors which have entered into the complex problem 
We know the rates of interest which experience has induced mankiucl 
to establish by positive law, by custom of localities, and by agree 
ment of parties; and the law of demand and supply operates with 
substantiaHy the same results in fixing the price of the use of capital 
that it does in determining the price of any other element of produc 
tion. 

It is singularly inconsistent in the gentleman from Illinois, after 
making the tables of the census the foundation of his own argument 
to turn round and accuse the source of his own information of unre 
liability and its authors almost of crime, as he does in these word~ 

The rates, as given in the census report,a, are obtained by placing a fictitious 
valuation upon the several descriptions of property nametl. 

It is accusing his own witne s of lying whenever the testimony con 
fiicts with his theory, at the same time that his own case depends upon 
the veracity of the same witness. 

But there is no more reason to dispute the fairness of the estimatetl 
values than of the enumeration contained in the census. lt un 
doubtedly contains in both respects the best data available. But even 
if values were infi.ated in 1870 as compared with 1 50, in what way 
does that circumstance justify the views of the gentleman from Illi 
noisY If our dollar was inilated, so was the interest. If the dollar 
was easier to get in 1870, so was the interest paid upon it, and the 
higher rate does not indicate necassarily a greater burden upon in 
dustry. 

We pay interest upon just such a dollar as we hire. Interest flnct 
nates with prices, and will inevitably fall with them. In fact, inter 
est during the last fifteen years has not held throughl)ut the country 
so high a rate as the general prices of commodities, compared with 
what they were before the war. This fact is within the knowledge 
of eve1·y business man. 

FALLACY. 

Again, there is another most notable fallacy in the gentleman's dednc 
tion. He claims in twenty years an annual inct·ease of 3 per cent. in 
the value of the agricultural wealth of the country. Now, what doetl 
that represent t \Vhy, just what the borrowers haYD made n.nd :ulflecl 
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to the permanent value of their own wealth, after supporting their 
families, the Government, and payment of losses of the war by the 
billiou, and these ravenous rates of interest besides. Thus, "if bis illus­
tration is good for anything at all, it proves that the foxy farmers 
have filched 3 per cent. annually out . of the unfortunate Jews and 
usurers of the land; and this is again proved by the well-known fact 
that never was the great interest of agriculture so prosperous as it has 
been for the last twenty-five years. I admit that the result is ludic­
rous and that his whole argument is false, but I am not responsible 
for it. 

COMPOUND Th"TEREST. 

Startling and sensational statements as to the magic powers of 
compound interest at various rates and for long periods have been 
mn.de upon this floor which, whatever may be designed by their au­
thors, are calculated to alarm debtors, to increase their disquiet, and 
kindle the latent fires of repudiation and communism, by creating the 
impression that all experience is unreliable, and t.hat they are being 
devoured by voracious creditors, and as most creditors are also debt­
ors, that in short they are eating themselves. :~!'or instance, it has 
ueen supposed here that had America been purchased in 1607 for $1 
and payill:ent secured by bond payable with interest annually com­
pounded m 1876 at 10 per cent., tbe amount would be-l have not 
verified the calculation-the very snug little sum of $136,000,000,000; 
five times as much as the country will sell for to-day. Captain 
Smith or Newport, whichever it was, has therefore been ruined, or 
would have been if he had run in debt a dollar for this continent. 

It is very much like supposing that if Adam c.nd Eve had contin­
ued to multiply and replenish once in two years until tbe present 
time, and all their descendants had lived and had ueen equally pro­
line, then, saying nothing about twins and triplets, t.here would uow 
ue :wtually alive upon tl1e earth a quantity of human beings in solid 
measure of more than thirteen and one-fourth times the bulk of the 
enti.J:e planet; and if all these people had been thrilty and saved 
one cent a year and invested it at 10 per cent. compound interest, the 
amount in currency at eighty-eight cents in gold would buy not only 
all the real estate there is in this wQrld, but ten times as much as there 
is in the universe at double the Government price for public lauds, 
and leave enough to do the entire sewerage for the main streets con­
necting the fixed stars and to pave the milky way with well-cut dia­
monds of the first water, nine feet cube, three thousand miles wiue, 
(excludi11g sidewalks to be made of condensed rainbows three billion 
to the square yard,) and a distance of 996,834,329,648,196,314,983 thou­
sand million billion trillion miles long. And I believe there would 
be considerable left in bank even then. 

But the truth is that Captain Smith ought not to have run in debt 
for his continent unless be was going to pay for it within twenty 
years. Even a debt of record outlaws in that time. Then ho would 
have got it for less than 15, interest and all; and it does seem 
as though one dollar, especially in paper money, was cheap enough 
for such a farm as these 3,(i00.000 square miles, even at 10 per 
cent. compound interest. Almost any one would be willing to hire 
one dollar if he had a chance to maka such n.n investment, yet the claim 
is made that he could not afford to, and this fanciful trash h; sent broad­
cast over the land labeled mathematics, in order that the unthinking 
may not see the lie which such mathematics most certainly do tell. 
Really, has not the use of this 3,600,000 square miles of soil been worth 
something during the last three centuries T And if the rents and profits 
and net increased value bad been invested in a sinking fundattbesame 
rate of interest, it seems toO me decidedly probable that Captai.J1 Smith 
and his heirs could pay up for the old place and have something laid 
by for a rainy day. It must be conceded that the down-trodden debt­
ors of the Smith family have done well in this country on the whole. 

The principle of interest upon interest does not exhibit its startling 
power for many years. It is in the interest upon the interest upon in­
terest, and so on and on, which conceals the dynamitic fiend of high in­
terest at short intervals unpaid for long periods. Nearly all interest­
bearing debts are discharged within the term of the statutes of limita­
tion. If not, and year after year the debtor adds the interest to the prin­
cipal, it becomes like the conflagration, which, while yet a spark, might 
have been extinguished by the breath of a babe, but neglected too long, 
raging, devouring, destroying, becomes a terrible master, where it had 
ueen an obedient slave, and even an indispensable blessing. Interest 
is rent upon capital in the form of money, and, like rent, should be 
paid when due, as it is often the only income of its owner. To him 
it may represent the necessaries of life, just as to the borrower the 
use of capital hired may be essential to the transaction of that busi­
ness frqm which he sustains himself and family. If not paid when 
due, it becomes a new debt or capital, for the detention and use of 
which there should be compensation. 

Let any laboring-man count up the net savings which remain to 
him when wages are at the highest he has ever known, and then cal­
culate whether be can provide for the contingencies of life and the 
decrepitude of age if obliged to invest his hard-earned and more hardly 
saved pittance at 3 per cent. What is true of his dollar is true of ev­
ery other dollar. The experience of ages has given capital not far 
from 6 per cent. as a fair compensation for money used as an element 
of production. Whoever cannot employ it profitably at that rate 
should not contract debt at all unless unavoidably. He should rather, 
if in debt, go and sell all that he has and begin anew. No wiser 

economic saying was ever uttered upon the shores of time than the 
erratic exclamation of John Randolph of Roanoke, upon this floor, 
when, in the midst of a prosy debate, he sprang to his feet from a 
profound reverie, crying at the top of bis shrill voice: 

Mr. S~"!rer! Mr. Speaker! I have found the philosopher's stone: It is pay as 
you go ; 1t 1s pay as you go. 

But we are in debt, and the path of liquiclation is thorny and dif­
ficult. Still it is better to be honest wHh ourselves even if it dis­
turbs our complacency. There is no patent method which pays debts 
by miracle. We must toil and save. We must rely upon our brains 
and muscles in the field Qf productive industry, and, circumscribing 
our undertakings within the limits of our own capital and capacity, 
let usurious money-lenders and moonshine speculations alone, attend 
to legitimate business, cultivate the home virtues, and the employ­
ments of common life. Be content with a humble lot. The day la­
borer in this happy land feeds at a table which would have tickled 
the palate of Alexander. Here nothing is so independent, nothing so 
honorable as honest toil; so grand a thing it is to be an American 
citizen. No m:m, unless already involved in heavy business, is 
obliged to follow any pursuit which requires him to borrow his capi­
tal, and no man should, without reasonable prospect of satisfactory 
return. And, as a rule, our people will not pay ruinous mtes of in­
terest long. Interest must fall and will fall as soon as confidence 
returns, and capitalists must seasonably heed the signs of the times; 
they should do so at once, otherwise production, now crippled, will 
cease, and general ruin stalk abroad. It is not to be wondered at, 
however, that the threat of repudiation, which is the inevitable con­
sequence of the adoption of paper tokeus for metallic currency, or 
convertible promises to pay, has startled capital and destroyed con­
fidence. But for this, I believe that capital in abundance would be 
ready for investment all over the country in good securities at very 
low rates of interest to-day, and high loans could readily be replaced 
with others, and save many a farm and homestead which will now go 
to the block. · 

The remedy for excessive interest is in our own hands. What is 
needed is a steady head and a firm hand and comprehensive views 
in applying it. But appeals to the wild and communistic elements, 
which are latent in every society, exaggerated and agrarian declama­
tion, will yield the fruit of anarchy and despair. But it is our duty 
to t.ake a much broader view of the subject, for rates of interest will 
be adjusted by other causes when they are once set in motion. 

THE llliAL DIFFICULTffiS. 

The real difficulties of the situation remain, aml it is our duty to 
address ourselves to the alleviation of the actual condition of the 
country. We have now a circulation of $371,827,220 in greenbacks, 
the Government's dishonored promise to pay, not bearing interest ; 
$45,000,000 of fractional currency, the same in nature; and $346,479,756 
of national-bank notes, redeemable in and therefore of the same value 
as greenbacks; making $762,523,690 in existence as a medium of ex­
change among the people. All this is worth about eighty-eight one 
hundredths of each dollar, and the greenbacks are a legal tender for 
all debts, public or private, except interest on the public debt and 
duties upon imports. 

The existing contracts of the country, witlf exception of the na­
tional debt, have nearly all been measured at their inception by the 
dollar in currency, that is, eighty-eight cents in gold or less. Now, 
the problem which staggers the statesmen and business men and 
everybody in this country is on the one baud how to paytwelvecents 
on every dollar more than was originally received by the debtor 
and, on the other hand, how to transact the business of the country 
with a value measnrer which is constantly fluctuating, and which, 
bein~ already dishonored, will ultimately become a dead loss by de­
premation unless the public faith in its redemption in coin is pre­
served intact. 

But the loss of the currency is not the chief injury to ue appre­
hended; its fluctuations operate precisely the same, only much more 
extensively, as would arbitrary and unforeseen changes in all the 
standards of weights and measures throughout the country on every 
day of the week, so that a man who had contracted to deliver bush­
els of sixty pounds might dischar~e his contract with forty pounds, 
or if in a pound of sixteen ounces lle might be called upon to deliver 
thirty-two, or if for yards of clot.h of thirty-six inches he might be 
called upon to deliver in yards of forty-eight inches or twenty-four; 
add to this the high percentage of profit which dealers demand to 
cover the increased risk of doing business, and which is in the nature 
of higher premiums for greater hazard in rates of insurance, also 
the perpetuation of the paralysis of production, industry, and com­
merce which already exists in consequence of the false relations of 
values growing out of variations in the standard used among the 
people, and from all these will inevitably result the destruction of 
the business and property of the country, as the process of deprecia­
tion and fluctuation hurries us with accelerated force to the bottom­
less pit of finan<!ial min. It is utterly impossible to remain station­
ary. Public confidence in a fixed measure of value, or in that which 
is least liable to variation, and which is therefore adopted by all na­
tions as such, and that all commodities, credits, and values will con­
tinue to be measured and paid and estimated by that standard, is 
the thing to be attained. 

Now, public confidence is a state of mind. The mass of movable 
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capital in the country, or that which is available for investment, is in 
the hau<ls of those who believe that they will lose it if they part 
with it for investment in production, unless the country returns to a 
specie measure of value in the transaction of business; because a 
coin is t.he nearest possible tangible representative of the abstract 
value called a dollar, so that practically it and the coin are the same. 
The world, with its accumulated wisdom, drawn from reason and ex­
perience, both sweet and bitter, is with them, and capitalists can wait, 
nnd will wait, choosing to foreclose their mortgages, apply their se­
curities and lose interest for a while, rather than risk the destruction 
of their principal in that final conflagra.tion of all property which 
would follow the introduction of the American system of finance, or 
from a prolonged refnsal to r.eturn to the standard of coin. Confi­
dence, then, must berestorediu the minds of those who have capital 
to lend. It is not sufficient to convince those heavily pressed with 
debt that more printed money is or is not a good thing. 

Business cannot revive nnt.il men see that it is safe to invest more 
money and make new contracts ; that they can buy and sell upon 
credit with reasonable hope that their capital will not be rlestroyed 
and that their labors will not be in vain. Producers must have hope 
of reward, as well as mere lenders. This faith in the future can 
never revive until the return to a coin standard, by resumption of 
specie payments, is placed beyond reasonable doubt. The time when 
is less material. If the people believed in it and it were possible to 
make this new patent system wor]t, that would be a different case ; 
but the very fact that they do not believe in it and that yon cannot 
make them believe in it is the one unanswerable objectjon to tho 
attempt to agitate and introduce the scheme. Confide_nce and belief 
are the same thing, and it would be the work of generations to snp­
plant the existing faith of mankind in the precious metals as the only 
safe measure of values. It is impossible to eradicate this sentiment 
of the soul. Confidence, which is only another name for creuit in 
business, is most empha.tic:illy a plant of slow growth; and there 
will be no such thing as prosperity ever again known in the e United 
States until the American people resolve by an overwhelming pn blic 
sentiment to place all business transactions upon the world's basis of 
value. :Meanwhile the losses of the nation by the inactivity of pro­
duction are enormous. It is counted· by billions since the panic of 
1873, when the bubhle burst and we found onrsel ves fa-ce to face with 
the troubles which beset us still. 

Probably every year we now lose at least the amount of the na­
tional debt by enforced idleness of the people. What. intolerable dis­
tress all this implies imagination is powerless to conceive. There is 
no way for debtors to ext1icate themselves but to repudiate, and that 
is· ruin, or to get to work once more, which oanr.ot be accomplished 
until the coin standard is placed in process of ultimate restoration, 
and continual, although it may be slow progress in that direction, is 
absolutely assured and is recognized as a fixed fact by the nation. 

OUR GREAT DIFFICULTY. 

Right here we meet with our great difficulty. While they who 
see the true state of the case are combating upon methods of return­
ing to specie payments, the confidence t.hat it will soon be done or that 
it will be done at all until after years of calamitous experience and 
universal bankruptcy does not return, because the question between 
specie and the paper token is still undecided. The public mind is 
still confused by the plausible and entrancing charms of these sirens 
of the great American system of finance. If at once all polit.ica.l par­
ties, by conventions held in every State and by unanimous resolution 
in Congress, would declare their fixed uetermination to return by safe 
and careful steps and by wise measures, especially considerate and 
just in their operation upon the debtor class, to a coin standard of val­
ues, and that meanwhile there shall be no step backward, no further 
inflation of the currency, no pernicious efforts to destroy the national­
banking system, no effort to set up the Government as the great banker 
of the nation ancl make the amount of the circulation dependent 
upon the will of a partisan majority of Congress, the neces ities of 
faction, or the how lings of a communistic mob, confidence would re­
turn, and our troubles would cease. 

I believe the decisive battle is yet to be fought, and that more atten­
tion shoulcl be given in these debates to the discussion of the funda­
mental principles of finance. It is assumed that they are too intricate 
for popular apprehension. But either truth or delusion will prevail, 
and the American people are wonderfully intelligent and quick to com­
prehend their own interests. The subject is abstruse in itself. It can 
hardly be otherwise when men of great powers of mind arrive at 
directly opposite conclusions relating to our financia,l condition, its 
remedies, and the proper methods of their application. 

The ultimate question which arises in the mind of . the capitalist 
and of the business man is, will the people choose a mere paper token 
without value, or coin, as a measure of value t Will they choose re­
pudiation or the observance of the public faith t The fact that there 
is such a question at all is what prostrates business and buries in­
numerable homes in gloom. And this great, broad qnestion, embrac­
ing all others, the people will settle by virtue of the instinct of hon­
esty, whenever it is fairly and fully presented, so emphatically that 
'lgitators will not be able to find the chasm wherein their theories 
disappeared. 

It ought to be possible for thiB Congress unanimously to set this 
question at rest by action dictated by an expansive patriotism which 

should eliminat~ the financial issue from politics. Any measure 
which provic1es for the gradual funding, payment, and cancellation 
of the greenback, at least until the amount is reduced to $300,000,000, 
and for the necessary and gradual accumulation of gold in the Treas­
ury and in the national banks, and which, by virtue of the means it 
provides rather than the profession it makes, is a pledge of the na­
tion to resume specie payments, which involves therestoration.of the 
coin standard of values, and which insures that result within a rea­
sonable time, even though the exact date be not specified, ought to 
ltnd, I trust, would command the support of a majority of all parties 
in Congress, as it most certainly would of the country. 

Although, as I said before, the only pos ible extrication of those 
heavily in debt lies in the restoration of business activity, of production 
and markets for production, which can only i.Je found among those 
who, having themselves been enabled to produce, have something 
wherewith to buy; and although the restoration of confidence de­
pends absolutely upon an assured return to a specie measure of val­
ues, yet I flo not consider it indispensable that any fixed time be 
specified. But there must be measures taken and laws enacted which 
will lead inexorably and constantly, though not too rapidly, to the 
specie standard, and when enacted they must be let alone by Congress 
au<l enforced hy the Executive. 

We have now a date fixed for resumption. The method provided 
by law to enable the Secretary to resume is by sale of bonds at pa.r, 
bearing interest at 5 per cent. on ten years', 4t per cent. on fifteen 
years', and 4 per cent. on thirty years' time, and none of these bonds 
can be sold at par in gold. With no more gold in the Treasury than 
is required for t.he ordinary uses of the Government and no authority 
to reduce the volume of the currency gradually by funding, the De­
part.ment must be extremely emba.rrassed, and probably mnst fail to 
resume without additional legislation. If such legislation is denied, 
how will it be possible to keep faith with the public, to whom we 
have pledged resumption on the 1st day of January, 1879'i 

It is hardly too much to say that the hesitation and delays of this 
Congress to promptly grant power to the Secretary of the Treasury 
to bny gold by the sale of bonds which can be sold, and to fund the 
legal tender while t.he abundance Of idle capital will permit this to 
be done at advantageous rate , already constitute a breach of the 
pn blic faith, for the loss of time and opportunity has grea.tly decrea ed 
the probability that resumption can be accomplished a,t the t.ime now 
fix.t>d by law. It is no excuse for ns to say that the law of Jannary 
14, 1875, is imperfect. It was good as far as it went. It was the nt­
most that could then be accomplished. It was supposed to confer 
sufficient power to effect its purpose. It was invaluable as the ex­
pression of the sentiment and pledge of the nation to the restoration 
of specie payments. As the act of 1869 was a solemn promise to pay 
the public debts in coin a~ some time, so this -was an equally solemn 
pledge to pay so much of 1t as then should be due on the 1st day of 
January, 1879. 

This plerlge is the law of the land. It was a promise to supply the 
means by enacting the measures found to be necessary. It isa breach 
of public faith not to do so at once, since experience has shown that 
further legislation is required. But two and one half years of the 
four during which it w~s proposed to prepare diligent.ly for resump­
tion remain, and we have les gold now than when the law was eu­
acted. Meanwhile we sq nabble-we do not int-elligently maneuver­
for position in the great presidential contest close at hand; and, wllile 
the clamor grows for the repeal of the date of resumption, nothin~ is 
proposed to be substituted which shall necessarily produce resurnpt10n 
at all. 

What would be the effect upon business and credit to repeal the act 
of 1869¥ Still more disastrous would it be to repeal the resumption 
act and providenothinginits place. It would be a substantial repeal 
of both acts, and would be notice to the world, and still worse to our­
selves, that the word of the American people is not better than that of 
a common thief. 

Bad as the state of the country now is, the repeal of the resump­
tion act wit.h nothing substituted in its place will destroy all credit 
and make our condition far worse. It is our duty first to supply all 
needful legislation with intent to carry out our solemn pledge. It is 
soon enough to extend the time when its near approach shows that 
an extension is necessary. There will be three sessions of Congress 
after this and two and a half years' time prior to the date now fixed by 
law for resumption; but it is legislative shystering, by our present 
neglect, to compel the brea-ch of our solemn pledge. We well know 
that to attempt resumption and fail would cover our country with a 
pall; it would ruin this generation; and there will be good sense 
enough extant when the time comes not to commit suicide. · But if 
we go resolutely and honestly to work in these Halls and at the other 
end of the A. venue to make the necessary laws the people will con­
centrate their energies upon the accomplishment of the great event. 
Confidence will be restored at once, and the two years next to come 
will witness such a revival of industry a.ncl increase of our credit at 
horne and abroad, as will either enable us to resume at the time indi­
cated or after an extension very slight at furthest and whoJly free 
from shock. 

It is then a duty, not merely the dictat.e of expediency, to provide 
the means as rapidly as possible and resume at the earliest practicab1e 
moment. Men will understand it. There will be a poUcy permanent, 
safe, and we shall be on our way to the golden gate. It will be certain 
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t.hat our measure of value cannot fluctuate in any substantial degree. 
It must gradually rise to par with coin. It might even so exhilarate 
and stimulate the nation, which is really a giant bound with gos­
samer, as to bring about resumption before 1879. Sell bonds of small 
as well as large denomination, payable principal, with low interest, in 
gold, on very long time, in the best market possible, which is the home 
market; but sell them somewhere, and accumulate gold. A circula­
tion of five hundred millions cannot be :floated without three hundred 
millions of coin in the country. We have less than one hundred and 
fifty millions, of which twent.y millions is silver. We ought to a~­
cumulate fifty millions or more yearly, and fund all the circulation 
not required by the wants of trade besides. Meanwhile our people 
would economize; capital would flow out into all the now stagnant 
currents of business once more. 

Our teeming soil and the glittering treasures of the mountains will 
contribute inexhaustibly to reLurning prosperity. Every branch of 
industry will revive, and the despondent debtor will see light break­
ing in upon his pathway through all the varied avennes of profit.able 
production. Real, and nearly every kind of personal property will rise 
in value at once, for values to-day are below the standard of gold, 
and the restoration of the old and tried measure of value will by the 
stimulation of prices more than pay the rpargin of 12 per cent. which 
the debtor fears to lose in passing from currency to coin. Resumption 
of the coin standard is chiefly an effort of the national will-a mental 
operation. It is the inexorable resolution to 1·esumc, and providing 
the ways and means to do it. The country demands a bold, strong 
act ; it should be proposed at once ; the path is plain. 

TARIFF AND SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

But I desire to offer some considera,tions upon the connection of the 
tariff wit.h the resumption of specie payments. 

I believe that this subject is at the bottom of the whole question 
of resumption. Resumption by the Government merely is compara­
tively easy. The heavy margin of loss to debtors, which lies be­
tween the measure of currency a,nd that of gold, is the real difficulty. 
Almost every debt not payable by its terms in coin has been con­
tr cted by a measure of not over eighty-eight cents in gold for a 
clollar; and justice woulcl be attained by making eighty-e1ght cents 
in gold a legal tender for every dollar of debt contracted at that or a 
lower measure in currency. If at tlie same time every new contract 
made on or after July 1, 1876, was measured, that is, made pa,yable 
by coin, all business would be at once upon a specie basis. Eighty­
eight cents in gold is all that creditors would receive if they were 
paid in full to-clay; and with property depreciated below coin val­
ues, as they were before the suspension of specie payments, this is 
certainly sufficiently'bnrclensome t,o debtors. Creditors would rea,lly 
~et into their hands more property in satisfaction of their debts than 
if paid in gold va,lues when business is active and prices are in their 
normal state, and an amount in gold which at interest would increase 
more than the 12 per cent. before resumption will be reached. 

But such are the complications of the subject, a.nd the conflicts of 
int~rest, opinion, a,nd prejudice, that no measure of this kind will be 
adopted by the country, and the onLy solution is to take such measures 
as will enable producers to work out this large margin of 12 per cent. 
between currency and coin. And here we behold a wonder indeed. 
Just at the very time when all experience and common sense dictate 
a very large addition to our average tariff upon all foreign ru-ticles 
which compete with American industry and l:1bor, we are met by 
a proposition to reduce the tariff. It seems as though, not satjsfied 
with mere ruin, the sta,tesmen who attempt a scheme like this were 
emissaries of a foreign nation, and were anxious to seize the mo­
ment when we are prostrate to take our life. 

After the disasters of 1837 and 1857 we found relief by raising the 
tariff. We saved the country in 1862 by increasing the tariff. We 
have since too largely reduced it while the consequences of the war 
still remain, and now, just at the time when we ought to adopt a tariff 
almost prohibitory, this branch of Con~ress, under its acknowledged 
leadership, undertakes to legis! ate in the mterest of free trade, so called, 
which is really the slave•t.rade of American industry. True, a very 
high tariff checks importations and lessens the revenue derived from 
them ; but, on the other hand, by its magic influence upon home in­
dustry and we~tlth, its irresistible stimulus to wages, immigration, and 
home markets, the taxable property of the country is increased in far 
greater proportion. 

Foreign importations have drawn from us more than $1,000,000,000 
in gold-the balance of trade against us since 1863-almost every 
dollar of which mi()'ht have remained in .America under a higlier ta,r­
iff, for America,n industry ought to be so protected as to supply Amer­
ican wants. An increased and properly adjusted tariff would increase 
the wealth of the country within two years more than the entire 12 
per cent. of the margin of increased indebtedness which must be pa,id 
in passing from the currency to the coin dollar. The debts of the coun­
try, public and private, are estimated at not more than $15,000,000,000, 
of which 12 per cent. would be 1,560,000,000. The entire production 
of the great interest of manufactures in the United States in 1870 
was estimated at $4,2321325,442. Under the present stagnation of in­
dustry, which, unless experience is a lie, would disappear under the 
fostering care of a high tariff, the value of manufactures of the coun­
try cannot be more than 60 per cent. of that which it would be in 
what are known as good times-that is, when every one is at work-

which makes a difference of $1,69'2,930,176 in the cash value of the an· 
nual production in a single department of American indnstry; act­
ually more than enough to enable the debtor class to pay the differ­
ence between their debts in paper and in coin, and almost enough to 
pay our entire bonded debt. 

When we consider the impulse which a high tariff, by increasing 
wa()'es, would give t.o immigration and to the va.lue of agricult­
uml production, by creating a more active and extensive market at 
home without decreasing the demand for our breadstuffs abroad, and 
the revival of labor all over the country; the construction of great 
lines of railroad communication along our northwestern and south­
western borders, which would be resumed with confidence if our peo­
ple only could see that Congress was determined that American pro­
ducers should be protected by American law, who can doubt that 
under a judicious increase of the tariff the people would lift up the 
burden of specie rsumption like a strong man rising from sleep, and 
that 'the face of honest toil would once more beam with the sunshine of 
hope? 

But no such prospect is before ris now. This Congress has been 
urged by the leaders of the majority of this Honse not only to reduce 
the ordinary imports upon foreign articles competing with those of 
American manufacture, but eveu by a counter-craze to heavily tax 
almost the only indispensable articles for which we ilmst depend 
wholly upon foreign nations, tea, and coffee, the common solace of all. 
The men who cry out for free trade and gold dollars at the same tim~ 
are cannibals, eating both their ancestors and their descendants, and yet 
howling for more population. They murder industry while they dou­
ble its burdens. If there is no stop put to this insanity, the financial 
funerals of the money-centers of the country will ere long toll in fit­
ting correspondence to the wail of the mechanic by tho silent fac­
tories of New England, from the husbandman on the mortgaged 
prairies of the ·west, and from the devasted cotton aud sugar planta­
tions of the South. 

But wiser men will come after us, and another Congress willlayt.he 
foundat ion for the permanent mainten:tnce of specie payme.nts by an 
increased tariff for the protection of American production. 

NATIONAL BA.N.KS. 

There is one other important factor whose agency in the process 
of resumption is of great consequence, allihou~h not indispensable., to 
success, in reg:ud to which I crave permissiOn to offer a few addi­
tional observations. I refer to the nati~mal banks. They control to 
a great extent the movable capital of the nation and can greatly 
facilitate the proce s of resumption. The fate of blll:liness men is 
largely in their hands. They are now strong. They have passed 
through years of great prospeTity, and they owe to the country which 
has fostered and enricherl them now, while it is passing through the 
crisis from currency to coin, the most equit:able, eleva.ted, and patriotic 
action. This aid should be given by extending to business men every 
possible indulgence consistent with safety, by reducing rates of in­
terest and discount, and by fortifying the hands of Government con­
tinually and in every exigency which may arise. 

Not only duty but self-interest demands this course of conduct upon 
their part. Their continued existence as banks of issue may depend 
upon tho exercise of au enla,rged li beml~ty to tho debtor and business 
classe~ in this time of their utmost need. Based as they are upon the 
unimpeachable credit of the Government bonds and the personal lia­
bility of stockholders, and a,t the same time subject to action at law, 
as the Government is not, for the collection of it.s notes and promises 
when dishonored; non-political in their organization and infinence; 
free from partisan control, which might adapt the volume of currency 
to its own purposes and to tile ruin of business if it was issued di­
rectly from the Government to the people, the national banks have 
furnished -to the country the safest and best circulation it has ever 
known except gold and silver. It is an act of great injustice to these 
banks, and, since they must for years remain an integral part of our 
money system, a great injury to the nation, to endeavor,.&'! is so fre­
quently done, to create prejudice against them by producing the im­
pression that their profits have been greater than those of ordinary 
banking under the former system established under the laws of the 
States, and that they are merely licensed. beasts of prey. 

The national banks have first been obliged to buy the Government 
bonds and pledge them to secure their circulation, in the same way 
that the State banks were accustomed to pledge interest-bearing se­
curities as the basis of theirs. The State bank issued circulation to the 
amount of one, two, and in some cases even three times its capital, 
the national bank only 90 per cent. of the amount invested in Gov­
ernment bonds. AB banks of issue, both derived their profits from 
the interest upon their notes loaned. In no event could the Govern­
ment, any more than the States, have any interest in the business of 
either system as banks of deposit, that being a purely private busi­
ness, except to exercise the power of taxation upon deposits, which 
the Government baa done with great profit to the revenues, while the 
State governments impose upon their capital an average tax of 2 per 
cent., and the aggre~ate of State and Federal ta,xes upon these banks 
is 4 per cent. upon tneir capital. 

It appears from the official reports of the Treasury Department of 
the current year that t.he bonds bought by the national banks of the 
Government and held by the Government a,s security for the redemp­
tion of their notes in circulation a.s money were worth, on the 1st day 
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of November last, at par, $361,498,112, and that, if the banks were de­
stroyed and the bonds asain distributed amon!L the stockholders, they 
would sell in open market for $425,840,533. The total value in cur­
t·ency of the yearly interest on these bonds was $22,264,312. Now, 
this interest. it should be observed, is upon a principal bought and 
paid for by the stockholders and should be paid to them just as it 
would be if they were not engaged in banking at alL 

The banks pa.y an annual tax of 1 per cent. of their circulation, or 
$3,253,482, which leaves the banks 19,010,830 in curren0y as the net 
amount of interest derived from their bonds; and I again call atten­
tion to the fact, which, unaccountable as it may seem, vast nurnbe:r8 
of people overlook, that this interest is the same as that which the 
stockholders would have received if their money bad been invested in 
real-estate mortgages or other securities, irrespective of their connec­
tion with any banking corporation whatever. 

Upon the bonds deposited with the Treasury, the banks receive 90 
per cent. of their pa,r (not their market) va.Iue, in national-bank bills, 
or, November 1, 1875, the sum of $325,34-8,260. They are required 
to deposit 5 per cent of this- 16,267,4-13-in the Treasury as a re­
demption fund, leaving only 309,000,847 for actual use for banking 
purposes. Eight per cent. is assumed by the honorable gentleman 
from Illinois as the average interest received on this, which will pro­
duce an income of $24,726,467. Add to this the actual interest re­
ceived from Government upon the par value of the bonds and the 
total amount derived from bonds and circul:ttion is $43,737,297. The 
interest at the s:tme rate upon the capital investecl in the bonus would 
produce an annual income of 34,067,042, and deductin~ this from ti.Je 
combined income of t.he banks from bonds and circnl:l.tion and we 
have $9,670,055, or 2! per cent. upon the ma.rket valne of the capital 
as the amount of profit realized by the stockholders yearly more than 
they would derive from the same value of capital invested in other 
business or securities returning ordinary rates of interest. 

I copy the following table from the last report of the Comptroller 
of the Currency : 
Interest on $309,080,847 of circulation, loaned at 8 per cent ............. $24,726,467 
Interest on United St.ates bonrls. ($768,870 currency, $18,530,554 gold).. 19, 2!l9, 424 
Premium at 16 per cent. on $18,530,554, gold interest................... 2, 964, 888 

about 32 per cent. of the capital invested. This represents the accu­
mulation since 1863, including that of Sta.t,e banks, merged in na,tional, 
owned by two thousand and seventy-six banks, and is very larcrely 
derived from the loan of the deposits of their customers, and not from 
their circulation, as we ltave seen from the precedin~ analysis, and 
which they would still receive if the circulation was taken away from 
them. 

The following table taken from the public records exhibits the 
number of banks, amount of surplus, and its semi-annual increase 
from 1863 to 1875 : 

Date. 

~~~a1:;,\865·:.:::: :::::::::::::::::: · :::·. :::::::: 
July, 1865 __ ......................... ............ . 

~~~:~~6;:~ ~ :::::::::::::::::::::::: :~:::::::: :: 
~~~a~~7i86s::::::: ::::: ·:: :::::::::::::::::::::: 
July, 1868 ........................................ . 

~~ii:~ :~:~ :: ~~~ ~: ~::~:: ~~~:~~~~~~~: ~: ~~~~~. 
~~:~!~1:~~~:::::: :_:::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::: 
July. 1t:!72 .. ..................................... . 

~~r;,~J;'l~:~: ::: ~: :::::: ::::::·. :::::::::::::::::: 
January, 1874 .................................... . 
July, 1.:s74 ... .................................... _ 
Jnnuary, 1875 . ......... ; ......................... . 
July, 1875 ................... . ................... . 

467 
6:18 

1,294 
1 ,58~ 
1,634 
1,648 
1,636 
1,642 
1,640 
1,628 
1,619 
1,615 
1,6 12 
1,ti48 
1,7~3 
1,790 
1853 
1:940 
1,968 
1,976 
1,98.'1 
2,027 
2,0i6 

Amonntof 
surplus. 

$1,129,910 
8, ti63, 311 

31,303, 5ti6 
43,000,371 
50,151,992 
59,992, 875 
63,~_ 811 
10 5e6 126 
75:840: 119 
81, 16!), 937 
82,218,576 
90, 174,281 
91,689,834 
9~. 705,740 
98, 3Z'l, 204 

101, 573, 154 
105, 181, 943 
111,410,249 
116. 847, 455 
120,961,268 
126,239,308 
130, 485. 641 
133, 169, 095 

7, 513,401 
22,640, 2!l5 
11, 6!J6, 805 

7, 151, 6<!1 
9, 40, 83:l 
3, 2'19, 9'!6 
7, 353, 31:i 
5, 2.33, 933 
5, 329, 18 
1, O<lt:!, 639 
7, 955,705 
1, 515,551 
3, 015, !)06 
3, 616, 464 
3, 2.)0, 950 
3, 60 '789 
6, 228,306 
5, 437,206 
4,11:!, 8t:l 
5, 278,040 
4, 246,333 
2. 6t!3, 454 

The great increase in the years 1865 and 18G6 is owing to the conver-
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---- with the addition of this surpllts and the interest accumulating u110n 
Difference which represflnt8 profit on circulation................ 9, 670,055 it, held as above stated as a security for the solvency of the banks, 

As above stated, the average t:LXation by the States upon the cap- represent the profits of these insti~utions in the departments l>oth 
ital of the banks is over 2 per cent., which it will be perceived nearly of issue or circulation and deposit. 
cancels the profit upon the circulation realized beyond the amount The total average earnings of the banks during the last six years 
they would receive if their capital were otherwise employed, and has been a little less than lOt per cent. upon their investment. Such 
hence it is that so many banks are now sulTendering their circulation, a business as this is sufficiently profitable; and if its returns were 
and either wiBding up or relying upon their business as banks of de- purely in the nature of interest upon money loaned by individuals it 
posit, which has no connection with their functions as national banks would be just cause of complaint by the business interests of the 
of issue, and in which any association of men, firms, or private per- country; but the great care and responsibility, as well as the labor 
sons may engage without authority from the Government. I invite required in the proper management of the complex aud important 
attention also to the following table from the same report, showing :ill'airs of a ba,uk of deposit and issue, fairly entitle capital so en­
corresponding ratio of dividends for the la-st six and a half years in gaged to some extra compensation. The trouble in the country to­
the several geographical sections of the cotmtry and the average day is not that the banks are strong, nor is it true that they have be­
ratio for the whole period: come so by reason of tlte excessive gains they have made from the 

business interests of the country; on the contrary, if they were 
Ratio of clivi&nds to capital and su1:plns senti-annually. weaker affairs would be far worse. But it is because au inflated cur-

-e .,; rency, a spirit of wild speculation and reckless extravagance, and a 
j a5 ~ • reduced tariff have prostrated industry, destroyed markets, and ba,n-
blla5 i i ~ J ished confidence from the marts of trade. '.:'hus it is seen that by the 
~ ~ rn 00 

·;:: w wise foresight of the great men who framed the national banking 
bow ~ § .S -c law, the ch·culation of the country is founded upon a basis which 
~ :g ~ -~ ~ cannot fail. 
z ~ ~ H ~ The entire wants of the country, which before the war demanded 

Date. 

~----------------1 ---------- a circulating medium of about 400,000,000, including coin, are prob-
4_ 4 4. 3 5. 3 5.1 4. 5 ably upon a coin basis not far from $500,000,000 or $550,000,000, 
4. 3 4.1 5. 6 4. 4 4. 3 of which $300,000,000 in greenbacks, by th~ present law, will continue 
4. 2 4. o 5. o 4. o 4.1 in circulation after as well as before their redemption in gold; or they 
!: i ~: ~ ~: ~ :: ~ !: i may be replaced by nationa.l-bank notes by subsequent legislation . 
. u 4. o 4. 7 4. 4 4. 2 The redemption of the bank- notes which, Jan nary 1, 1876, amounted 
4. o 3. 9 4. 9 4. 9 4. ~ to $346,000,000, is secured by the total surplus and the market value 
4. 1 4. o 4. 7 4. 5 4. 2 of the bonds, (beside the personal liability of the stockholder to the 

~j ~J !: i l ~ !: ~ $~16~~8,~gJso~t~~t~; ~:~~ ~~u~i\~~;i~~i~~~~n~ ~fer:r~~s~~: ~~ 
3. 8 3 9 3. 8

1 

4. 4 4. o law are such that it will be impossiLle ever to destroy the safety 

1869, September 1 .................. .. ~ .......... . 
1870, March 1 ....... ............................. . 

September 1. ...................... ......... . 

1871, ~;~~er·i::~:::: :::::: :::~~~ :::::::::::::: 
1872, March 1 .................................... . 

September 1. ............................... . 
1873, March 1. ........................ . .......... . 

Septeru ber 1. ............................... . 
1874, March 1. .... ............................... . 

September 1. ............................... . 
1875, March 1 .................................... . 

September 1. ............................... . 
Average ........................................ . 

3.8 3:7,3.9 4.2 3.9 ofthenational-bankbill. Itisd.ifficulttoconceiveofasystemwhich 
4· 1 3· 9 4· 5 4· 4 4· 1 could combine in a greater degree security and elasticity. Since the 

-----~---------___!. _ ____: _ __J _ __Jic._____.::.__ national-bank note is based upon the bond of the Government ex-
The 1aw requires the banks to carry one-tenth part of their net pressly made payable in coin, the people must defend the integrity 

profits semi-annually to the surplus fund, which is not _allowed to of the Government, thereby protecting the solvency of the bond in 
be drawn out in dividencls, but is to accumulate until it amounts to order to maintain the value of the note which they use as their money. 
20 per cent. of the capital, and is to be first applied to payment of all Thus it is clear that the national-bank system presents the same 
debts and losses. This will be observed to include not merely one- strong appeal to patriotism which is so eloquently urged as an argu­
tenth of t.he profits upon circulation, which is the only privilege de- meut for tho direct issue of currency by the Government. .Beyond 
rived from the Government that the banks enjoy, but also, what is this the personal liability of the stockholders would be available 
far more important, one-tenth of the profits derived from their func- even if the Government should fail, an event which would utterly 
tion as banks of deposit, which is a privilege or business indispens- destroy a government currency, for any subsequent government would 
able ~ society and in which everybody is free to engage. This sur-J enforce personal liability upon contracts of a bank existing under the 
plus 18 very large and in June, 1875, amounted to 133,169,005, or one d~stroyed. 
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ALL MONEY MUST BE PAID FOR. 

Should the present system be replaced by direct issue of paper 
tokens, or even by the greenback currency, which, being a promise 
to pa.y by the Government, is therefore valuable, it bas thus far been 
impossible for IDE\ to understand how individuals will get it without 
paying for it, and paying interest upon the capital it represents to 
individual lenders. These lenders must first pay for it, and thus part 
with that which would draw interest if retained. Having paiu for 
the Government issue themselves, they will be likely to take interest 
when they pa.rt with it, unless they receive payment in property at 
the time. 

There seems to be desired a vast system of Government banking, 
which must, until human nature changes, cost in salaries and steal­
ings a.nd mismanagement, far more than would be saved to the Gov­
ernment as the interest withheld upon the entire circulating medium. 
The Government will pay out these tokens directly to bondholders, 
public servants, and other persons who have demands against it. It 
will thus become their property. Will they part with it until it is 
paid for with other property equally valuable, or if loaned,· until fully 
secured with interest t How, then, has this process benefited any one f 
Certainly it has not, unless t.he issued currency is worth less than 
the medium in which the nation was under obligation to pay, in which 
case somethin~ would besavecl by robbing the creditors of the Amer­
ican people. ~Some have a vision, too, of saving interest upon capi­
tal by the Government opening broker's offices in every city, village, 
and corner grocery of the country, and delivering money which it is 
never to pay to everybody who is short, either with or without se­
curity, it makes no difference which; for in the first place the money 
would have no value, and in the next, if it had, the result would be 
that in many cases the Government would be cheated in securities; 
by fraud o1· incapacity of the innumerable agents it.would be obliged 
to employ in transacting a business now performed by more than 
two thousand banks, and a multitude of brokers and private bank­
ers which no man can number; by making investments, ascertain­
ing responsibility of borrowers, and managing a.nd collecting loans; 
and the Government would soon finu itself a party to every law­
suit and controversy in the country, foreclosing mortgages, selling 
out securities-in short, transacting the private business of the Ameri­
can people. 

DUTY OF THE NATIO:NAL BA...'iKS. 

The banks suffer with all classes in this time of depression a.nd 
gloom. They are rapidly surrendering their circula.tion. More than 
$33,000,000 are already given up, and the best authorities anticipate 
the surrender of at least five,c;nillions monthly until business revives. 
Yet such are their resourses that they cannot fail; but their financial 
strength a.nd power of ready combination place them in a position to 
uphold both public and private credit in this emergency, and by so 
doing they may endear themselves to the people and perpetuate the 
system in the confidence of the country. It is an opportunity which 
both wisdom and patriotism must prompt them to embrace; a duty 
which they are under strong moral obligation to discha).'~e, and neg­
lect. of which will insure their condemnation in the pubhc judgment 
and lead to the tina.l destruction of the system itself. The national 
banks exercise, under restrictions of law, in trust for the people, a 
portion of the sovereign power; that of furnishing a part of the cur· 
rent money of the land. Such a trust cannot be ma.naged and en­
joyed merely as a profitable privilege for private gain. Those who 
control these institutions are bound to remember their high functions 
and their semi-official relations with the Government and to the 
whole American people. They should cherish broad views and ele­
vated sentiments; they should pursue that financial policywhichshall 
disarm unfriendly criticism, relieve the burde:qs of industry, liberate 
the wheels of traffic and production, and place the financial condition 
of the country upon the indestructible basis of an elastic currency 
interconvertible with coin. 

Every bank holds the chartered right t-o exist for twenty years from 
its inception, provided it does not violate the conditions of the or­
ganic law; and the current threat of their abolition against their 
consent is impossible of execution without the destruction of veste<1 
rights. It ishtherefore, far better for the peace and prosperity of 
the country t at the people should so understand it. Honest sta.tes­
manship owes, and will ever pay, candor to its constituency. The 
system will remain, certainly until this crisis is past, and we must 
deal with it as one element of t.he situation; and should these insti­
tutions rise with the occasion, they are our chief reliance; but should 
their conduct be antagonistic to the public gootl, should they degen­
erate into mm:e corporate Shylocks, illustrating anew the old saw 
that corporations have no souls; should they crush the credit and 
bu~iness of the country, by grasping enforcement of their claims and 
destruction of securities by ruinous rates of interest extorted from 
the necessities of prostrate industries, which should be fostered and 
stimulated by forbearance and by largely reduced rates of discount, 
it will be, and ought to be, found most difficult to restrain the people 
from. the indignant abolition of the entire system, regardless of con­
sequences to the banks as well as to themselves. 

There is every reason to believe that the dictates of patrioti&m and 
enlightened prudence will prevail, and that the national-bank sys­
tem will prove hereafter, as hitherto, a powerful bulwark in the main­
tenance of our credit at home and abroad. Considering the gr~at 

service which we may justly require and expect of these banks in 
carrying business and credit stearlily and at reasonable rates during 
this season of depression, it would be well for us to consider that it 
would be a process of years to accomplish the substitution of any 
other agency to transact the hankins business of the country. What 
other agency can be devised, or, if a.evised, can be agreed upon t 

FORCED LIQUID.A.TIO:N OF THE BANKS. 

The liquidation of the banks involves the collection of aU their 
loans, amounting now to more than $1:000,000,000; and there is not a 
business man in the country who does not know that this process, ar­
bit.rarily enforced, involves the sacrifice of his property, pledged a.s 
collateral security, for a song, and general bankruptcy, by which enor­
mous masses of property would fall into the bands of the banks. It 
is no sufficient reply to this to say that the loan and discount depart­
ment of the banks could continue in operation after compulsory with­
drawal of the national circulation; for while some of the heavy city 
banks might continue simply as banks of deposit, yet the great rna s 
of these two thousand money centers, scattered all through the coun­
try, in these bard times, would be prostrated by the loss of the small 
margin of profit on circulation, and, preferring to rely upon the in­
terest of their bonds only, would retire from the risks of business and 
cease to exist at all. And what then t After ten years of uncertainty, 
anxiety, and ruin, what will be substituted in their stead f All the 
problems which now perplex us will remain. The national debt will 
remain. Gold value will still be the measure of the world, and the 
same inexorable necessity of conformity to it. will remain, and, after 
the loss of ten years of production and the destruction of the hopes, 
energies, and happiness of a generation, we or our children shall be­
gin once more in sadness at the foot of the hill. 

I am under special obligation to you, sir, and to the House for this 
extended comtesy, but I shall seldom trespass upon the attention of 
this honorable body. 

Our country has completed the first century of her history, and now 
turns with gratitude, courage, and l1ope to the solut.ion of the great 
problems and to the achievement of the grand possibilities of her il­
lustrious destiny. Seven terrible years of blood won her independ­
ence from the world, and the tremendous internecine contlict of this 
generation bas decreed the integrity ~nd sovereignty of the American 
Union. We are a na.tion. A few men who have learned nothing 
while the foundations of t.he great deep were broken up are still harp­
ing of State rights and sovereignty. Should their physical lives be 
spared until the trump of judgment sounds, they would mistake it 
for the bugles of Beauregard signaling the bombardment of Sumter 
and the war of 1861. But these men are of the dead past. To them 
there is no future. Their voices will soon grow husky with time and 
their forms will disappear with their long-departed theories in the 
peaceful bosom of our common mother. 

The nation is a unit. The man who now knows a North, a South, 
an East, or West, is a traitor iu his heart. The future of this country 
is not in the hands of traitors or fossils. Inexorable destiny has 
made every man free, and our destiny is greater than we know. Bnt 
our fate now lies in t.he just settlement of the great economic ques­
tions of the day. The laws of eternal justice will assert themselves, 
so will the fumlamental principles of industrial economy, for they are 
founded in morality and necessity. They will be vindicated by the 
prosperit.y or destruction of the nation, according to the election it 
shall make of integrity or fraud as the touch-stone of its policy. The 
credit of the honest rnnn is sure, a.nd the nation can carey its bur­
dens for generations only by preserving its reputation for scrupulous 
good faith. Neither can we preserve the high sentiment of patriot­
ism in the citizen if there is a taint of dishonor upon the now bright 
shield of our national integrity. 

No matter what clamor may fill the air for retrenchment, reform, 
and purity in the civil service, the great basic question before the 
country is, Will the American people keep their word and tell the 
truth by their deeds? Can the stream rise higher than the fount­
ain t And will a people who vote to defraud their creditors be likely 
to maintain elevated morality in a government purely representa­
tive f A.ll reform, all hope of permanent reform is in the essential 
honesty, self-sacrifice, and vigorous enterprise of the common people 
of the land. Every citizen, in private as well as in public station, is 
responsible; aml while he denounces with unsparing tongue and pen 
all vena.lity in high places, let him reflect upon his own life, and see 
whether he has not cheated his washerwoman or needlessly enforced 
his mortgage upon some poor rnau's cow. The man who finds none but 
villains in public or private life may thank God for the mercy, or 
luck, which has thus far enabled him to chea.t the gallows of himself. 

The retrenchment and reform which alone will bring permanent re­
lief to this country are radical. They must be everywhere. Denounc­
ing others, we must not forget ourselves; but listening to the still 
small voice of conscience and self-review, begin the renovation of the 
Republic in the bosom of the family and the sirence of the individual 
heart. .A.s a whole, the .A.merica.u people have never failed to mani­
fest exalted sentiments and heroic devotion to all that ennobles hu­
man nature both in peace and in war. Financial adversity is now 
tesmng them in its fiercest fires. But let no man despair of the Re­
public. The integrity of the nation is sure,. its courage indomitable, 
its resources boundless, and its prosperity, glory, and perpetuity are 
bUilt upon the eternal rock. 
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STATUE OF ETHAN ALLEN. 

Mr. HENDEE. I offer the concuneut resolution which I send to 
th desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
R esolved by the House of Represent'ltives, (the Senate concurring,) That the thanks 

of this Coogrrss be pre. en ted to the governor, and through him to the peoplo of 
the State of VP.rmont, for the stat ue of Ethan Allen, who o .n:uuo is so honorably 
identified with our revolutionary history; that this work of art is acrepted in the 
name of the nation and assigneu a place in the oltl Hall of Representatives, already 
set a ide by Con:;ress for tlie statues of eminent citizens; and that a copy of this 
resolntio:q, signed by the President of the Senate anrl the Speaker of the .IIouse of 
Representatives, be transmitted to the governor of the State of Vermont 

.Mr. HENDEE. Mr. Speaker, in 1864 Congress passed an act set­
ting ap~ort the old Hall of the House of Representatives for the re­
ception and protecUon of statuary; and the President of the United 
States was authorized to invite each State to furnish the statues of 
two deceased ci; izens illustrious in the civic or military history of the 
State. 

Rhode Island was the first to respond, and pla-ced therein the 
statues of Roger Williams and Nathaniel Greene. Ot.her States have, 
in a. most worthy manner, complied, anrl now Vermont asks to be 
J.:epresentecl in that group and to be allotted its proper place in t.hat 
historic and memorable Hall. M:y State ha-s, t-hrough its governor, 
now passed over to the Government the marble statue of one of her 
deceased citizens illustrious mainly in its military history-Ethan 
Allen. 

It seems to me, Mr. Speakor, to be appropriate and worthy of this 
House to pause in its deliberations for a while and forget for the mo­
ment the business of the hour that. it may look back into the history 
of the struggle which made us the ~appy, nnited, and prosperous peo­
ple we n:>w are. 

In accepting this statue from my State it is well, I think, to contem­
plate and speak briefly of the life, character, and services of so distiu­
gullihed a citizen as it represents. Ethan Allen was born in Litc!Jtield, 
Connecticut, on the 10th day of January, 1737. He lived in that State 
until 17G9, when he moved to Bennington, Vermont, being thirty­
two years of age. In order, Mr. Spea.ker, to acquaint this House more 
fully with the services of Allen, I may be permitted to refer briefly to 
the early hi tory of my State. 

The territory now the State of Vermont, was originally claimed 
both hy New York and New Hampshire and a portion of it by Mas­
sachusetts. Settlements commenced in1724 under grant from New 
Hampsllire. Under these grants land was cleared, houses erected, and 
neighborhoods created. The grautswere issued under royal authority 
ancl were purchased mostly by men from New Hampshire, Massachu­
setts, and Connecticut. The lands occupied by the very first settlers 
were granted by the provincial government of .Massachusetts, but by 
a decree of King George II made on the 5th of March, 1740, this por­
tion of the State W3S fonncl to lie north of Massachusetts and was 
made a part of New Hampshire. About this time Benning Went­
worth was commissioned as governor of the province of New Hamp­
shire, who continued to make further grants which ammmted in 1754 
to fifteen townships. In 1761 these grants had extended over a ter­
ritory of more than one hundred. townships each six miles square, and 
many actual settlements had been made and the inhabitants were in­
creasing in number and improvements were progressing in propor­
tion. 

The government of New York, wishing to secure to itself the profits 
of these lands, became alarmed and determined to stop all further 
proceedings on part of the New Hampshire government. And in 
1763 Lieutenant-Governor Colden, of New York, issued his proclama­
tion, in which he asserted jurisdiction over all the tern tory from the 
west side of the Connecticut River to the east side of Delaware Bay. 
He based this act upon the grants made by Charles IT to the Duke of 
York in 1664 anc11674. The effect of this proclamation among the 
settlers was to make them restless and doubtful as to the validity of 
their titles; and, to inspire confidence in the soundness of the New 
Hampshire titles, the governor of that province issued a counter­
proclamation, setting forth that the graut to the Duke of York was 
obsolete and that the grant made by NewH::J.mpshire would be con­
firmed, even if the Crown should alter the jurisdiction. The inhab­
itants were exhorted by the governor to be industrious and diligent 
in cultivating and improving their lands and not to be intimidated 
by the threats of New York. The settlers became quiet and believed, 
as they had a right to, that, though the jurisdiction should be changed, 
their titles and the right to possess the lands they had purchased would 
remain undisturbed. New York appealed to His .Majesty by petition 
for jurisdiction over the disputed territory, and on the 20th of July, 
1764, he ordered that the western bank of the Connecticut River form 
tlle boundary line between New York and New Hampshire. This cre­
ated no particular alarm among the settlers, as they believed, having 
purchased and paid for their lands and secured deeds under grants 
from the same Crown that bad now changed the jurisdiction, that 
their titles were good and that they should not be compelled either 
to aba,ndon or repurchase their lands, and, entertaining this belief, 
they were willing to submit to the antiJority and laws of the colony 
of New York. Jlfow the trouble commenced; for the government of 
New York called upon the settlers to surrender their charters and 
repurchase their lands under grants from New York. Some complied, 
but most asserted in firm language their ri~hts and refused absolutely 
to obey. They determined to resist all ett'orts to dispossess them of 

their lands, and for that purpose various associations were formed 
among the settlers. .Appeals were made to the Crown, messengers 
sent to Engla;nd, and many other steps taken to protect their rights 
and to secure to themselves permanent and indisputable tit les. In the 
mean time snits of ejectment were brought in New York and judg­
ment.s obtained against the settlers; bot they resisted the decisions 
being carried into effect by various devices and sometimes by force. 

The struggle went on in different ways until about the year 17U9, 
when Ethan Allen came t,() reside among the grant-s and locatetl at 
Bennil1gton; and from this time forward his life was au active antl 
remarkable one. Being an honest and jnst man, he at once joinctl 
the settler~:~ in oppo ·it ion to the authorities of New York. Re first 
attempted to have the rights of tho New Hampshire grantees pro­
tected by the courts; several cases were tried, but in every instance 
tlw settlers were defeated. These trials occnrred in Albany, New 
York, and Allen was there ill person. Before lea\' ing Albany ho was 
advised by the attorney-general to go home and ad vise his Green 
Mountain friends to acquiesce in the decrees of tho New York conTts 
n.nd make term with their new landlords and wa~:~ reminded of theoltl 
proverb, that ".Mirrht often -prcvnils aga.inst right." Allen coolly re­
plied to him that the gods of the valleys are not the gods of the hills, 
meaning, evidentl.v, that. though the land-jobbers of New York wero 
the gods of the valley of t.he Hudson they were not the rrods of tho 
green hills of Vermont. He returned to his home and a, ~onvention 
of the settlers was immediately called, in which it was decided to do­
fend their rights and property which they pus ·essed under the New 
Hampshire grants against the usurpation and unju t claims of the 
governor of New York by force, as law and justice were denied them. 
They carrieu their resolution tmder tho leader hip of Allen into exe­
cution. As they were resi ting the laws of New York they were in­
dictecl as rioters but the officers of the New York conrts who were 
sent to arrest. them, as one has said, were successfull~l l'esist.ed by 
force and were severely cha tised "with twigs of the wiluorness." 

In order t.o render the opposition more effectual a military associa­
tion was formed, and Ethan Allen was appointed commander. The 
association was composed entirely of the settlers, and from that time 
forward they were known as the "Green l\lonntain Boys." They were 
a brave, noble, and honest baud of men, aud while contending for a 
known right knew no fear, ::mel clared to resist the unjust and oppres­
sive laws of New York and its officers. They were denominated the 
Benuingt.on mob by proclamation of the governor of New York, and 
by the people were resolved to be lawless banditti, and at different 
times rewards of £50 and £100 were offered for the arrest of Allen, 
and smaller sums for those a-ssociated with him; but all this availed 
nothing, as Allen kept up the resistance, and the Now York land-job­
bers, as they were termed, never succeeded in securing his arre t. 

The sufferings and hardships of these early settlers were most severe 
and unparalleled. Houses were burneil, crops destroyed, homes m3.de 
desolate~ and yet they resisted the authority of the laws and success­
fully maintained their organizations and retained their po sessions 
until the close of the controversy which was ended by the proroga­
tion of the N~w York Assembly in April, 1775, which never met again, 
being superceded by the revolutionary authority of the P1·ovincial 
Congre s. Thus far Allen had been contending for his own right-s and 
those of his neighbors without commission or pa.y and as a private 
citizen. 

It will be seen that Allen was engaged in cont.ending with the 
authorities of New York for the supremacy of his rights and t.hose of 
the other New Hampshire grantees for about six years. At this time 
war was imminent with England. The people had determined to 
throw off the yoke of tyranny and sue if need be at the point of the 
bayonet for liberty. 

Allen loved liberty and now seemed to approach the time when the 
occasion for which he was born was before him. The time when he 
would be allowed the privilege and honor of striking a blow at the 
enemies of the principles he so much cherished and to vindicate his 
rights as an American citizen. He believed that-

When Gi>d from chaos gave this world to be 
Man then he formed, and formed him to be free. 

At a meeting of a few citizens of Hartford, Connecticut, hold about 
the 27th of April, 1775, it was decided t.hat Ticonderoga, a fort on the 
New York shore of Lake Champlain, must be taken, and Benedict 
Arnold a ked the privilege of att.empting its capture, but the com­
mand was finally awarded to Colonel Allen, thonrrh Arnold appeared, 
presenteu his commission, and demanded the rig~t to .take charge of 
the expedition; but the men, most of thorn Green Mountain Boys, re­
fused to serve under Arnold, a.nd threatened to abandon the expedi­
tion unless commanded by Colonel Allen. Arnold yielded, but was 
allowed to serve as a volunteer. Allen had under his command about 
two hundred and seventy men, two ]mndred and thirty of whom were 
"Green Mount;:lin Boys." On the 9th of May, 1775, he had marched 
from Castleton1 Vermont, to a point on Lake Champlain opposite the 
fort. In the mght he crossed the lake in small boats but was able to 
land only eighty-three of his men in time. The morning was ap­
proaching, and his men were drawn up in three ranks, when Allen 
th ns addressed them : 

Friends and fellow-soldiers: You have for a. number of years past been a scourge 
and tenor to arbitrary power. Your valor has been fallled abroad and acknowJ. 
edgetl, as appears by the advice and orders to me from the General .Assembly of 
Connecticut to surprise and take this garrison now before us. I now propose to 
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advance before you and in person conduct you through the wicket-gate; for we 
mnat this morning either quit 01!1' -pretensions to valor or possess ourselves of this 
fortress in a few minutes; and inasmuch as it is a. desperate attempt, which none 
but the bravest of men dare unrlertake, I do not urge it on any contrary to his will. 
You that will undertake voluntArily -poise your firelocka. 

Every man poised his firelock, and Allen at the head of the center 
file marched them immediately to the gate oi the fort. He entered, 
driving the sentry before him, who gave the alarm; but Allen in an 
instant had possession, a.nd clemanded the surrender of the fort amid 
the huzzas of his men. Captain Delaplace, who was iu command, 
soon appeared, and demanded by what authority, when Allen replied, 
in that sentence so familiar in every New England home, "In the 
name of the Great Jehovah and the Continental Congress." Dela­
place remonstrated; but Allen, with drawn sword, ag~1in demanded 
the surrender of the fort., and it was surrendered. 

This was the first great event in the military life of Allen, and I 
should say the crowning event; and it shows him to have been a man 
of executive ability, boldness, courage, and perseverance-a man who 
coulcl command and at the same time inspire confidence and fidelit.y 
in t.hose under him. The speech delivered to his men before they 
moved on the garrison though simple was effective. It touched the 
pride as well as the hearts of his followers, and under the lead of Allen 
they knew no fear as they, too, believed that his commission was from 
a source higher than that of any earthly tribunal. Allen a.fterward 
said of this event: 

Thi surprise was carried into execution in the gray of the morning of the lOt.h 
of May, 1775. The sun seemed to rise that morning with a superior luster, and Ti· 
con•leroga and ita dependencies smiled ou Ha conquerors, who tossed about the 
flowin_g bowl and wished success to Congress and the liberty and freedom of 
Amenca.. · 

Mr. Speaker, thh~ great event, one of the first successful blows of 
the Revolution, occurred on the lOth of May, 1775. / 

One hundred and one years from that very day, the lOth of Ma.y, 
1876, t.his Congress and a.ll the people of this great land ancl the 
whole worlil beside were inviteil to Philadelphia, the birth-place of 
our Republic, to witness the opening ceremonies of our magnificent 
International Exposition. An event, sir, which must aud which does 
inspire every tme American with that love of conntry, that devotion 
to principle, and that hatred of oppression which so filled, moved, 
and made victorious the hero 9f Ticonderoga. 

Early in the fall of 1775, the little army which was commanded by 
Generals Schnyler and Montgomery, were ordered into Canada, and 
Montreal became one of the objective points. Allen, who was still at 
Ticoncleroga, was requested to accompany the expedition. He went, 
and attempted, i.n connection with Major Brown, to capture the city 
of Montreal, which was guarded by royal soldiers. Allen was to cross 
the river Saint La.wrence a little to the north of the city, and Brown 
a little to the south. Allen executed his part of the plan, and on the 
night of the 24th of September, 1775, crossed the river in canoes, tak­
ing with him one hundred and ten men. Brown failed to co-operate, 
and the result was, of course, disaster. I will not here give details, 
lmt will content myself with saying that Allen made a desperate fight. 
The battle commenced about two o'clock in the aftenioon, and lasted . 
till near night, when Allen was forced to surrender, and, with his men, 
was taken prisoner. 

Allen was in captivity for two years and eight months, and his treat­
ment and sufferings for a portion of the time were of the most severe 
character, and worthy only to be inflicted by a half-civilized nation. 
He was placed in heavy irons, and taken on board a man-of-war, and 
sent to England. He was threatened with and expected nothing 
short of. death as his punishment. Yet he was brave, independent, 
and never for an instant yielded his convictions that he bad beenfio-ht­
ing for a noble a.nd liberty-deserving people, a.nd a cause which ~ust 
ultimately give freedom and independence to his native country. 
Allen was at times rough in his language, and was not what is now 
known as the polished gentleman. He was plain, blunt in expression, 
but determined in his purposes, and a man who could not be induced 
by threats or the offer of bribes to do a mean or wrong act, or for a 
moment to abandon his principles or become a traitor to his friends 
or country. As proof of this I will only call attention to one instance 
which occurred during his captivity. It was after he had been brought 
back to America, but before he had been exchanged, and at a time 
when he had uo expectation of release. 

A British officer of high Tank sent for Allen, and when he appeared 
the officer addressed him thus: 
..,Your faithfulness, though in a wrong cause, has nevertheless recommended yon 
to General Sir William Howe, who is minded to make you a colonel of a re!!llient 
of new levies in the British service, and I propose that you ao with me and: other 
English officers to England and there be introduced to Lord E;:. Germain and prob­
ably to the King. 

He also proposed to Allen "that he should be clothed equal to such 
an introduction and that for his services as such colonel he should be 
paid not in paper rags but in hard guineas. He further said to him 
that he should join General Burgoyne and assist in the reduction of 
the country, and when that was accomplished, which was certain to 
be done, he (Allen) shoul'i have a large tract of !a.nd either in the 
Ne~ Hampsl.tire grants or in Connecticut, it would make no odds 
which, as the whole country would be forfeited to the Crown.'1 To 
this, Allen replied : 

Tbat if by f~thfulnesa I have recommended. myself to General Howe I should 
be loth by nnfmthfulneas to lol!e the general's good opinion; besides that, I viewed 

the offer of land t.o be similar to that which the devil offered Jesus Christ : to. give 
Him all the kingdoms of the world if He would fall down and worship him. wben 
at the same time the miserable soul had not one foot of land upon earth to give. 

· After this Allen was admitted to pa.rol in New York, and about 
the 1st of May, 1778, h~ was exchanged for Colonel Archibald Camp­
bell and set at liberty. He immediately started for Valley Forge, 
where he was welcomed by Geneml Washington with peculiar ma.rks 
of approbation and regard. Allen at once o1ferecl his services in be­
half of his country. He obtained leave to visit his home in Benning­
ton, Vermont, which be called the "capital" of the "Green Mountain 
Boys." He arrived there the latter part of May amid great rejoicing, 
and under order of Colonel Herrick fourt.een cannon were :tired, thir­
teen for the United Sta.tes and one for young Vermont. 

While Allen was a prisoner his State or the people of the grants 
asked admission into the Union of States, but they were resisted by 
New York, and so fierce became the contest, a.nd so uncertain there­
sult, t.hat on the 15th of January, 1777, the people of Vermont, through 
delegates in convention assembled, declared themselves independent. 
They took this bold step with the same spirit and determination that 
movecl the colonies in declaring their independence. 

Yes, .Mr. Speaker, Vermont made a declaration of independence. 
It was short and decisive. I will give it: 

This convention, whose members are duly chosen by the free voice of their con­
stituent~. in the several towns on the New Hampshire grants, in public meetin~ 
assembled, iu our own names, and in behalf of our constituents, do hereby proclaim 
and publicly declare that the district nf territory comprehending, and usually 
known b_v the name and description of tho New Hampshire grants, of right ought 
to be, and is hereby declared forevpr hereafter to be. a free and independent juris· 
diction, or State; to be forever hereafter called, known, and distinguished by the 
name of New Connecticut, alias Vermont. 

That the inhabitants who at present are, or who may hereafter become resi­
dent~. either by birth or emigration, within sairl territory, shall l>e entitled to tbe 
same pxivilegeR, immnnities, and enfranchisement..'! a~ are allowed, or may herea.ft. 
er at an.v time be allowed, to the inhabitants of any of the free and inclependent 
States of America. And that such privileges and immnnities shall be re)nllated in . 
a bill of rights and by a form of goYernment to be established at the next session 
of this etm\ention. 

From this time forward until her admission into the Union, in 1791, 
Vermont was as independent as are the United States to-da.y, and yet 
she was vigorously and continually pleading at the door of Congress 
for admission, and New York was as continually and vigorously op­
posing her. 

As soon as Allen was released he took a hand in this contest which 
Vermont had inaugurated for admission as one of the States of the 
Union. 

In February, I think, 1778, Governor Clinton, of New York, issued 
a proclamation in which he said that that government "would vig­
orously maintain its rightful supremacy over the persons and prop­
erty of those disaffected subjects"-referring to the people who hau 
heretofore defended the New Hampshire grants and who had now 
declared themselves independent. 

Colonel Allen published an address to the people in answer to this 
proclama.tion, in which he claimed it was mere "sophistry" and de­
signed" only to deceive the woods people." 

He closed his address by the following appeal to his followers: 
Yon have experienced every species of op'flreasion which the old government of 

New York, with a Tryon at ita head, could invent and inflict; and it is manifest 
that the new government are minded to follow nearl'V in their steps. Happy is it 
for you that you are fitted for the Se\·erest trials! You have been wonderfully sup­
ported and c::trried through thus far in your opposition to that government. For­
merly you had everything to fear from lt, but now little; for you-r public character 
is eatahlished and your cause known to be tuat. In your early struggles with that 
government you acquired a reputation for Ol"a\ery; this gave you a relish for mar­
tial glory, anrl the British invasion opened au ample field for ita display, and you 
have gone on conquering and to conquer until tall grenadiers are dismayed and 
tremule at your approach. Your frontier l!ituation often obliged you to be in arms 
and battles ; and by repeated marchinga, scontings, and manly exercises your 
nerves ha'o hecomflatrong t~ strike the mortal blow. What enemy to the St.a"te of 
Vermont, or New York land monopolizer, shall be able to stand before you in the 
day of your fierce anger 1 

Allen and his friends continued these efforts for admission annually 
before Congress, when, in 1780, or thereabouts, Colonel Robinson, a 
British officer, wrote Allen two letters proposing that he should join 
the British cause or assist " in uniting America to Great Britain, and 
thereby restore the happy relations which have been so wantonlv and 
unadvisedly destroyed." In short, he asked Allen to become a traitor 
to hjs cause a.ncl his country. To tbese letters Allen made no replv, 
but inclosed them in a communication to Congress. In his communi­
cation Allen justified the course of Vermont iu declaring herself in­
dependent, in the strongest terms, and to show his determination to 
establish that independence, aud at the same time his desire for 
peace, and that Vermont should be admitted as one of the Sta.tes, I 
will read a part of hi!:! letter to Congress: 

I am confident that Congress will not dispute my sincere attachment to theca use 
of my country, thon"'h I do not hesitate to say, I am fully grounded in opinion, that 
Vermont baa an indnbital>le right to a~roe on terms of a. ceasa.tlon of hostilities 
wiU1 Great Britain, proviued the United States persist in rejecting her application 
for a. union with them. For Vermont would be, of aU people, most miser::tble 
were she obliged to defend the independence of the united claiming States, ami 
they be, a.t the same time, at fullliuerty to overturn and ruin the independence of 
Vermont. When Congress considers the circumstances of this State they will, I 
am persuaded, be more surprised tha.t I have transmitted them the inclosed letters 
than that I have kept them in custorly so long, for I am as resolutely determined to 
defonrl the indepP.nllcnce of Vermont as Con:!re a is that of the United States; and 
rather tba.n fail , I will rerire with the harJy.Green Mountain Boys into the deso­
late caverns of the mountains, and wage war with human nature at large. 
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From what I have said and read it will be seen that Allen was a 
bold, determined man, and though sometimes rash, a most successful 
leader. The masses were ever wont to go where he might see fit to 
lead. 

Allen was afterward made briga-dier-general of the militia of Ver-­
mont, and rendered great service to his State and country. I will 
not go further into detail only to say that Allen finally settled in 
Burlington, Vermont, where he died February 12, 1789, at the ag~ of 
fifty-two years. His remains lie buried near Burlington, Vermont, on 
a high point of land overlooking Winooski village and the valley of 
the Winooski River, one of the most beautiful and fertile valleys in 
New England. 

The people of Vermont have always had the highest regard for the 
memory of Ethan Allen, and now that regard is attested by the act 
of the Legislature of that State authorizing the placing in one of the 
public halls of the nation at its capital his statue. The statue is of 
marble and is most beautiful in design and impressive in attitude and 
eX1_)ression. It is creditable to the artist, and he may well be proud 
of it as a work of art. It was executed by Larkin G. Mead, a native 
of Vermont, whose reputation as an artist in foreign countries as 
well as in his own is of the highest character. The statue speaks for 
itself. · 

In our struggle for independence Allen took an active and decisive 
part. He was moved in this not by that love and morbid ambition 
to be heard and known of his fellows, which so much actuates men 
of the present day, but by that sense of justice and patriotism which 
brought into active service the best and most effective men of his 
time . 

. Mr. Speaker, we of to-day know of each other by being associated 
together officially and socially, we know our neighbors by daily con­
tact in business. We judge the world and the times and the great 
men of the age by what we observe and know and we judge with 
commendable accuracy, but as to men of the heroic age we must ap­
peal to history. 

Allen was of that age, and from its history we are justified in say­
ing that he was one of the pioneers of liberty and manfully wielded 
his powers and weapons in hewing the way for the progress, happi­
ness, and independence of these United States. He helped to found 
the colonies from which the St:1tes sprung and to plant in their soil 
the scions from which has grown this great country with its institu­
tions, its prosperity, and its model free government. 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, Vermont honors the name of Ethan Allen by 
placing his statue in the Old Hall of this Capitol, which to-d:1y floats 
the flag of a free and united country, for which he fought and under 
which he led his little band of "Green Mountain Boys" to victory. 
In that hall among others are the statues of Washington, Greene, 
Roger Williams, Lincoln, Sherman, 'l'rumbull, and Winthrop, the 
fathers and defenders of this magnificent Republic, and now Vermont 
contributes to that group a :fit companion, a monumental representa­
tion of one whose memory and deeds it will ever cherish with that 
enduring regard and affection which bas no common limit. 

A.llen was a man of spirit, power, indomitable will and courage, and 
yet was kind, just, and remarkable for his anxiety and efforts for any 
in trouble. He was a terrible foe to traitors, and his hatred for those 
who would abridge the rights and liberty of the American citizen had 
no limit; and let me say that Vermout bas tha.t love for the name of 
Ethan Allen which approaches near to reverence. Her sous of to-day 
partake of the same sentiment, patriotism, and courage which filled. the 
breast of Et.hah Allen, and the Govemmentwhich be fought to create 
the Green Mountain Boys of to-day, if need be, will fight to protect 
and perpetuate. He taught a lesson and lived a life which has been 
read and reread until every true Vermonter is led to exclaim, "Let no 
man speak ill of Ethan Allen." 

.Mr. Speaker, Colonel Allen fou~ht :for a principle-the equality of 
all men before the laws. With nis copatriots he helped to secure 
and make fast that principle and to establish that independence in 
this broad land which has been recognized by all governments for a 
full century. 

Yes, sir, Ethan Allen was present at our national birth, of which 
this is the centennial year, and every Vermonter, yes, every Ameri­
can citizen, will recognize the appropriateness of the time sought by 
my people to make this presentation of his statue to this great 
Government. 

One hundred years a.go Allen wa..s oue of Vermont's most honored 
and devoted citizens, and at that time was giving his manly and 
heroic services for her protection, with a faithfulness, with a zeal, 
with an unselfishness and patriotism known only to that age. 

That was the :first period in our history that "tried men's souls." 
The second was in 1861-'65, when the same power which moved and 
sustained the patriots of '76 moved, sustained, and carried to victory 
the patriots of 1861. 

When Allen was :fighting to establish a :b:ee government,· and to 
give it the ensign of liberty, the" stars and stripes," little did he 
think that in less than a century the grandsons and great-grandsons 
of the men who fought by his side would strike at the life of his and 
their country and iO'nominiously trail that ensign in the dust. 

He did not once think, sir, that any generation that should follow 
his of American birth could produce a people that would without 
cause attempt to destroy the noble work of their fathers ; but such 
is history. And I may be paruoned for saying hero, I think, what 

the historian has long since truthfully recorded, that t.he Green 
Mountain Boys of 1861 carried into the battles for the preservation 
of the Union the same spirit, the same courage, the same faith in a 
just Providence, and the same patriotism that did the Green Mount­
ain Boys of 1776 into the revolutiona,ry war for the creation of t.his 
magnificent and permanent free government and the establishment 
of liberty throughout our entire domain. 

Mr. Speaker, the green hills and rich valleys of Vermont are to-day 
inhabited by men and women whose sires and grandsires were the 
original settlers and pioneers of the New Hampshire grants, and I 
might say many of them are the direct descendants of the historic 
Allen family. And what are they T I answer, an intelligent, in­
dustrious, sober, honest, and brave people, who know but one allegi­
ance, that to their native country; but one flag, that the "stars and 
stripes;" and but one god, and that the God of their fathers. 

Mr. Speaker, on the 14th of May, 1778, Congress recognized Colonel 
Allen's services, and honored him by passing a resolution granting 
him a brevet commission of lieutenant-colonel in reward of his forti­
tude, firmness, and zeal in the cause of his country, and now let the 
American Congress honor his memory and that of the Green Mountain 
Boys who stood side by side with him in the country's peril by the 
unanimous adoption of this resolution. 

Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, I venture to assert that no act of this 
Government during the past :fifteen years of our marvelous history 
brings out in a stronger or clearer light the hopeful and buo~ant 
character of our people, and the perfect confidence felt at all times 
by the loyal men of the North in the strength, integrity, and perpe­
tuity of the American Union, tllan the law providing for a national 
gallery of statuary, in which ·" each and all the States" should be rep­
re ented. 

In the midst of that gigantic civil war, when the people of nearly 
one-half the States of the Union were in arms against the Govern­
ment, and while General Grant, backed by tlle whole North, was 
striving with varying fortune to grasp the prize which 111cClellan, 
and Burnside, and Pope, and Hooker had, after the most desperate 
conflicts, failed to obtain, Congress, on tho 2d of July, 1864, passed an 
act which declared that- . 

The President is hereby authorized to invite each and all the States to provide 
and furnish statues in marble or bronze, not exceeding two in number for each 
State, of deceased persons who ha\O been citizens thereof, and illustrious for their 
historic renown, or for distinguished civic or military services, such as each State 
shall determine to be worthy of this national commemoration. 

On the 27th of November, 1872, the people of my State, in order to 
avail themselves of the benefit of said act and have Vermont properly 
represented in that illnstrious collection of American statuary, by 
their Legislature, passed an act declaring that-

The governor of this State is authorized and requested to contract, in behalf of 
tbe State, with Hiram Powers, for a statue in marble of the late Jacob Gollamer, 
and with Larkin G. Mead, for a statue in marblo of Ethan Allen, and said statues, 
whe-n completed, to be placed in the National Statuary Hallin Washington. 

It was the sublime conception of a noblt} and patriotic soul that 
first suggested the plan of inviting "each and all the States" to 
bring the statues of their illustrious citizens to this national gallery, 
that our whole country might be represented in this impo ing and 
majestic assemblage of the worth and valor of the early days of the 
Republic. By it the history of this vast country during the first hnn­
dred years of its existence, wild and grand as it is, will be concen­
trated and made manifest in that hall to the people of all nations 
and all a~es. 

'l'his tnbute of gratitude and homage, although in forms more sim­
ple, has always been paid to the chivalrous hero and patriot Rtates­
man by those for whose rights and liberties they have labored and 
died. The brazen pillar and marble shaft, together with the life-like 
statue, wrought and adorned by genius and art, have perpetuated 
their names and images and immortalized their brave and virtuous 
deeds. It is the decisive and imperishable evidence of the people's 
appreciation of true heroism and exalted worth, which they demand 
shall be transmitted perfect and unchangeable to posterity. 

If "Ilium such honors to her heroes paid," bow :fitting and appro­
priate that America, the last born among the nations, the secure 
abode and guarded dwelling-place of liberty protected by law, should 
not only imitate but excel all the nations of the earth in honoring 
and revering the memories of those through whose valor in the :field 
and intellectual power in the council we are to-day t,he model re­
public and the leading sovereignty among the powers of the earth. 

We learn from history's vast store-house of crystallized human ob­
servation and experience that divine Providence bas always raised 
up men, prepared the way, and shaped the affairs of mankind forthe 
birth and advent of any great and important occurrence in the history 
of our race. When Heaven interposed, in the person of our Saviour, for 
the salvation of a lost world, Augustus Crosar sat among the seven 
hills of Rome and waved his supreme scepter of power and authority 
over a worlcl prostrate at his feet. 

Yet, a babe is born in a manget· in the little village of Bethlehem, 
in an obscure province of his empire, whose kingdom ba.s eclip ed all 
the splendors of the Coo ars, and shall have no end. 

Leonidas and his two hundred brave Spa,rtans at the pass of Tber­
mopylro, checked by their stolid valor the vjctorious armies of Per­
sia, as they were sweeping like an avalanche from the orient, ann 
saved for a time the tottering republics o.f Greece; and in later years 
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Boszaris, whose" sword won the battle for the free," drove the Mus­
selman inva.der from her sacred soil and inspired her people with o. 
new hope anu courage. 

The honor a.nd heroism of Scotland were vindicated and her liber­
ties preserved, in the hour of her direst peril, amid defeat and vic­
tory, by Wallace at Sterling and Bruce at Bannockburn. 

Tyranny and despotism were driven from Switzerland and a per­
petual republic established among her silver lakes and Alpine peaks 
by the patriotic sacrifices and illustrious valor of William Tell. 

History while teaching by examples often repeats itself, and so 
when King George the Third finally committed himself to the fatal 
policy of taxing his American colonies without permitting them the 
right of representation, England was the first power in Europe and 
her jurisdiction covered the earth; ''her flag was its symbol, .a.nd the 
hiding place of its power was within dark and frowning tiers of ar­
tillery; it compassed the earth with an iron belt of glittering bayo­
nets; it spoke in the voice of the morning drum~ and stalked with 
the nightly sentinel along the battlements of impregnahle castles." 

The ''embattled farmers" at Lexington and Concord ''fired a shot 
beard round the world;" Ethan Allen and his Green .Mountain Boys 
dem;tnded the surrender of Old Ti. in '' the name of the Great Jehovah 
and the Continental Congress," and England lost her colonies, Wft8 
shorn of her strength, and came near beiug reduceu to a second-class 
power among the nations of the earth. 

Vermont has now made her first contribution to the national gal­
lery, and the statne of Ethan Allen, bold, commanding, and majestic, 
a credit to the youthful sculptor and an honor to the State, stands 
there amid the wondering and admiring throng, in an attitude of de­
fiance and power. 

'fhe order of exercises to be observed on this occasion is prescribed 
by custom, and in accordance therewith I shall proceed to speak in 
the briefest manner possible of the life and character of the man 
whose effigy the people of Vermont, throu~h their Representatives, 
now deliver to the care and custody of the u-eneral Government. 

Of the early history and boyhood days of Ethan Allen we know but 
little, except that it is said he was born in Litchfield, Connecticut, on 
the lOth of January, 1737, and, following the impulse of his dar!ng and 
adventurous spirit, removefl to the New Hampshire grants when in 
tile prime of life and cast in his lot with that liberty-loving, inde­
pendent, and struggling people. 

The first settlement within the present limits of the State of Ver­
mont was undertaken by the government of Massachusetts in 1724, 
when they built a fort in the town of Dummerston, on the east side 
of the Green Mountains; but no sooner was this done than New 
Hampshire claimed that her jurisdiction extended to within twenty 
miles of the Hudson, which covered the fort and reachetl many miles 
to the westward. 

To put an end to the conflict of jurisdiction between Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire, King George II immediately directed Benning 
·wentworth, then governor of New Hampshire, to drive off all in­
truders and take possession of the fort. 

In 1749, the famous town of Bennington, on the west side of the 
mountain, was laid out, and its settlement commenced by order of 
Governor Wentworth. 

The claims of Massachusetts and New Hampshire having been 
partially di8posed of, New York now came forward and laid claim to 
all the territory a8 far east as Connecticut River, by virtue of a pre­
vious grunt from the Crown of Great Britain, and proceeded to turn 
off u.ll clearers of the land an<l cultivators of the soil. She at once 
established courts of justice over the disputed territory, and caused 
decisions to be made in favor of those who claimed the lauds nu­
der her authority. She refused utterly to acknowledge the title of 
tho settlers to their lands, and compelled them to either leaBo them, 
with all their buildings and improvements, or purchase them from 
those whose usurped rights and titles they repudiated. The result 
was the settlers refused to vacate, and the new claimants commenced 
actions of ejectment in the courts of New York, obtained judgments, 
and at.tempted to remove the settlers by force. In the midst of all 
these collisions and conflicts Ethan Allen, then about thirty-two 
years old, removed from Connecticut to the grants, anu at once took 
a very decided stand in favor of his fellow-settlers and against the 
usurpations and encroachments of New York. The minu shudders 
to contemplate what the consequences mi~ht have been in this state 
of affairs between .the New York authorities and the settlers on the 
grants had not Providence interposed and turned aside the impending 
evil by calling both parties to unite their efforts against a common 
foe. 

The daring achievement which flashed the name of Ethan Allen, 
like a meteor athwart the nation's sky, was the first act in a. drama 
which changed the whole history of this country, ancl gave to the 
world a nobler humanity and a. purer and more enlightened civiliza­
tion. 'fhat sublime deed of voluntary and self-imposed ·.duty, per­
formed by Allen and his devoted followers, emit.ted a spark which 
exploded the world's magazine, and lit np the whole universe of God 
with a light whose dazzling brilliancy shall continue to increase 
nntil earth shall be from her center hurled, and the dark shadows of 
time shall melt away into the glorious brightness of a heavenly eter­
nity. 

1'he colonies of Massachusetts and Connecticut were settled by a 
race of men composed of the very cream and .essence of European 

society, and whose equals have not been known in the world's history. 
From this stock came the seed which caught root amid the rocky 
wilds and snow-capped hills of the Green Mountain State, and there, 
surrounded by domestic violence, menaced by the savages of the forest, 
and rocked by the throes of a revolutionary convulsion which shook 
every throne in Christendom, grew up a race of men who loved lib­
erty and hated oppression and tyranny; who were born and reared 
in the vitalizing atmosphere of rugged virtue and honest industry; a 
race which has never deserted its first love, and has never, thank 
God, disgraced the name or brought discredit or shame upon a. noble 
ancestry. They were men who sincerely and religiously believed 
that "resistance to tyrants was obedience to God;" "that the gods 
of the valleys are not the gods of the hills." They were an uncom­
fortable race to coerce into any line of conduct not agreeable to their 
sense of duty and of right. No blandishments could seduce them and 
no threa,ts intimidate them; they could endure the heat of summer 
and the frosts and snows of winter ; they were as handy with the pen 
and upon the stump a8 they were with the rifle and the sword; they 
had strength and manly courage, with will and conscientious convic­
tions, to back them up; they were a perfect leprosy, and worse than 
the plagues of Egypt, to olU King George, and Burgoyne said they 
were "the most wild, active, and rebellious race that he knew on the 
whole continent." 

With New York upon one side, and New Hampshire upon the other, 
seeking to rob them of their birth-right, Great Britain upon the north 
threatening them with slaughter and fiery vengeance, and the Conti­
nental Congress treating them as the illegitimate offspring of an illicit 
intercourse; smarting under their wrongs, writhing under the scorn 
and insults heaped upon them, and ready to retire to the rocks and 
caves of t.heir native mountains and wage unceasing war with hu­
manity at large for what they knew to be their rights, it is no wonder 
that, when the news spread through the valleys, over the hills, and 
along the shore of their beautiful lake, that the blood of their fathers 
and brothers had been shed by a hireing soldiery; that the long ex­
pected and a.nxiom;ly looked for moment ha-d arrived; that the spirit 
of American liberty ha-d received its first baptism of blood and fire at 
Lexington and Concord ; that the tocsin of freedom had been sounded 
and the flag of Independence unfurled-was it any wonder, I say, that 
from every log-cabin and cave upon the grants should have burst forth 
the inspiring and defiant notes of Ethan Allen's war-song f 

Tradition has it that the following line8 were composed by Colonel 
Allen when gathering his clans. However that may be, there can be no 
doubt but they breo.the the spirit which inspired the hero in his deter­
mined opposition to British tyranny: 

Ho-all to t.he borders! Vermonters come down, 
With your breeches of deer-skin and jackets of brown, 
With your red woolen caps, and your moccasins, come 
To the gathe.ring summons of trumpet and drum. 

Come down with your rifles !-let gray wolf and fox 
Howl on in the shade of their primitive rooks; 
~et the be.'l>r feed securely from pig-pen and stall­
Here's a two-legged game for your powder and balL 

What seek they among us 1 The pride of onr wealth 
Is comfort, contentment~ and labor, and health, 
And lands which, a.s freemen, we only ha.ve trod, 
Independent of all save the mercies of God. 

Come York or come Hampshire-come traitors and knaves; 
If ye rule o'er our land, ye shall rule o'er our graves; 
Our vow is recorded, our· banner unfurled; 
In the name of Vermont we defy all the world I 

The moment colonial valor bad struck the first spark of American 
liberty, Allen began to look with longing and anxious eyes upon Fort 
Ticonderoga. The capture of that fortress, he knew, would not only 
give him vast quantities of arms, ammunition, and stores, but wonld 
break the cordon of forts extending from Cn.nada to the Hudson 
River, secure the possession of Lake Champlain, a.nd ena.ble him to 
protect the settler~:; upon the grants from l.b.e power of England and 
hrr savage allies. 

The forts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point had always been re­
garded a-s of the most vit.al importance by the French and English 
respectively, as each had held possession of the country, because they 
constituted the gate-way between Canada and the colonies. Conse­
quently thi8 region had been the scene of ho~:;tile strife and bloody 
battles for two centuries. 

Only a few months before the affair at Lexington and Concord, 
General Gage, then in command of His Majesty's forces at Boston, 
had determined to repair and re-enforce both of these forts, but in his 
fancied security, arising no doubt from his contempt of the colonists, 
he bad neglected it. 

This fact, and the condition of the forts and number of the garri­
sons, was known to Allen, to Samuel Adams, and Joseph Warren, and 
also to two or three members Olf the provincial legislature of Con­
necticut, who took a deep interest in the welfare of the colonies, who 
at once adopted measures looking to their capture, whenever hostili­
tJes should commence, which was then hourly expected. On the 19th 
of April the bloody scene on Lexington Common and the skirmish 
at Concord Bridge set the whole country jn a blaze, banished all hopes 
of a reconciliatiun with the king, and put the patriots of America in 
a defensive attitude to the Crown and power of the mother country. 

Eight days after this every man in the colonies and upon these 
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grants had a full knowledge of the situation, and the previously ar­
ranged plans for the capture of these forts were put into practical 
operation. Upon the personal responsibility of Silas Dean and David 
Wooster, of New Haven, $1,000 was mised to pay the expenses of the 
campaign, and Edward Mott and Noah Phelps were sent to the front­
ier towna to spy out the land, and, in connection with Allen, to start 
the expedition. 

Full of hope and burning with holy zeal in the cause dear to their 
hearts, these men proceeded northward, arriving in due time at Pitts­
field, Massachusetts, with sixteen men. Here they were joined by 
Colonel Easton and John Brown, with men enough from Massachu­
setts to swell the whole number to forty men all told. 

Not halting at Pittsfield, only to collect np their men, they pushed 
on to Dennington, where they found Allen, who had already been 
notified of their coming, ready to receive them, with the squad of 
Green Mountain Boys which he had called together. At Bennington 
a council of war was held, Allen appointed commander, the place of 
rendezvous fixed at Castleton,· and all the pln.ns laid and matured for 
the cap1 ure of the forts. On the 7th of May an intrepi~ band of two 
hundred and seventy ruen, all of whom except forty-siX were Green 
Mountain Boys, ha{j_ collected at Castleton, with Allen at their head, 
devoted, soul and body, mind and spirit, to the accomplishment of 
this bold and daring design. All was now ready, Allen was in his 
glory, and the men impatient for the word. Captain Herrick was 
sent with a detachment of men to Whitehall to capture the younger 
Skeene, together with all the materials collected at that place, and 
then join Allen with the main body at this point. Major Douglas was 
sent to Panton to secure all the boats that could be (liscovered, and 
return to Shoreham with all possible dispatch, as upon his success 
chiefly depended the means of transporting the troops across the lake. 
Word waa sent to Remember Baker to co-operate with the expedition 
from his position at Otter Creek, while Major Beach was sent to Rut­
land and adjoining towns to arouse the settlerS and gather in the 
volunteers, which duty he faithfully performed, traveling on foot a 
distance of sixty miles in twenty-four hours, and reported to Allen in 
time to aid in the capture of the fort. 

The present is not the time and this is not the place to ent.er into 
a critical analysis of the life and character of the hero of the Green 
Moun taius; suffice it to say that at the time he took command of this 
expedition he was thirty-eight years old and, a.s bas .been well said, 
was in every sense a remarkable man. His physical organization and 
character eminently fitted him for the task upon which he was about 
to enter, and his whole life seemed to have been spent in rendering 
him more fit for it. In frame be was gigantic, in disposition bluff', 
petulent, willful, d..'tring, jealous, and tenacious of his individual 
rill'hts and those of his fel1ow-settlers; he added to these qualities a 
si~cere and pnre patriotism that never cooled or grew dim, and a 
courage and sagacity equal to any emergency. 

"Out of his fiery zeal and fierce struggles, in the end," came the 
State of Vermont and the establishment of all her boundaries. He was 
the pet and idol of every man upon the grants and the scourge and 
tenor of their foes. The beach seal and the skin of the catamount 
were the instruments of his vengeance; and usurping ma~istrates 
and bogus tax-collectors fled the borders at his approach. His pres­
ence was commanding and his soul deeply imbued with the spirit of 
liberty. He was thoroughly acquainted with the wants of his people 
and tbe wrongs and insults they bad suffered. His whole life had 
been one of strife and contention while l>attlingfortheright. Through 
his prowess and negotiations Vermont became neutral ground duriug 
the war, by his strategy the desolating scourge was averted from her 
people, and through his statesmanship she was at last admitted into 
the Union. · 

It is no wonder then that this man in the spring of 1775, when the light 
in the steeple of the old South church called freemen to arms, should 
be found thoroughly disciplined and "ripe for treason, stratagems, 
and spoils." 

On the 9th of May, Allen wJth his little army of two hundred and 
seventy men, moved caut.ionsly through Sudbury, Whiting and Shore­
ham to a point called Hand's Cove, on the eastern shore of the lake, 
arri ,-ing there under cover of darkness. Here n!'W difficulties awaited 
them. Douglas had not reported with boats, and Captain Herrick 
had not then arrived with his new levies of men, designed as re-en­
forcements; hour after hour passed, and yet no boa,ts appeared; Allen 
chafed and roared like a caged lion, and the men, as soldiers always 
do when kept still, swore like the army in Flanders. Daylight was 
now approaching and unless the assault was made upon the fort at 
once, they would be discovered by the garrison, and the entire object 
of the expedition be defeat~d, for they could no more capture the 
fort, except by surprise, than Satan could cany the battlements of 
heaven by storm. At Jast one ol<l scow, scarcely able to hold itself 
above water, is brought from Panton, and another captured i'rom a 
negro, and the two are found to constitute the only means of trans­
porting these Argonauts in search Qf the golden fleece on the other side. 

Into the e t.wo frail barks Allen loaded himself and eighty-two of . 
his courageous and desperate men; the old boats, heavy laden, sink 
(1cep in the soft blue watel's, while the bronzed and weather-beaten 
Vormouters, with strong arms and stout hearts, with vigorous strokes 
(1ri>e them toward the opposite shore. As they near the shore the 
misty outlines of the fort loom up in the gray of the morning, like 
some grim giant waiting to crush them at a single l>low; and just as 

the first faint light of the approaching day becomes visible above the 
summits of Killington, Pico, and Bristol, the keels of the old scows 
touch the western bank, and Allen and his men spring eagerly upon 
the beach. 

The line is silently and quickly formed; youn~ Beman is at the 
front to act as guide and devote the first act of h1s young life to his 
country, and link his name in history with Allen's. Every hand 
c~ntches firmly and closely his trusty rifle. Every heart throbs with 
h1gh hopes and stern resolves as they gaze upon the grim walls of the 
fi·owning fortress and the brazen mouths of hostile cannon, which at 
the le<tst sound of alarm would vomit forth a storm of fire which 
would sweep them from the earth. 

Only about one-third of the men are across, but delay is impossi­
ble; the assault must be made at once; the undertaking is dangerous, 
and the result doubtful. No man should be compelled to go ag.ainst 
his will; the order is given that those who are willing, single-handed, 
to beard the lion in his den, to storm the fortress, to join this forlorn 
hope, to rush to glory or the grave, should poise their firelocks. In­
stantly every gun is poised, and Allen knows he has no cowards in 
his band. 

One word before the order is given to forwa.rd, and the lion-hearted 
leader mounts the log: ''Vermonters, I have summoned you from your 
homes aud led you int.o the very ja.ws of death; we must this morn­
ing quit our pretensions to valor or possess ourselves of tills fortre s; 
this covered way to yonder fort will be to us the path to immortality 
or the grave; up that dangerous steep I propose to lead you; if we 
fall a sacrifice, lil>erty and our country demand it. The loved and 
helpless o"!les in yonder cabins among the hills implore ns to be brave 
and drive these ruthless invaders from our soil and our homes. I 
hear the voice and cheerfully obey. I feel the inspiration of this 
moment, and hasten to seize the prize: and trusting in t,he God of 
battles and the justice of our cau.se, follow me and I will lead you t.o 
deeds which shall make this day immortal, cover the Green Mountain 
Boys with imperishable glory, aud make their names the watchword 
of liberty, while a tyrant shall remain to disgrace the image of his 
Maker, or pollute the earth with his presence." 

His words are finished; the hero draws his sword; the order comes 
to "right face!" every man is in his place, and every heart beats re­
sponsive t.o the hero's will. Cautiously, silently, but swift as light­
ning he leads them on, while the youthful hero, Be.man, points out 
the devious way. The frightened and astonished sentinel 1.t the gate, 
as he meets the fiery gaze of Allen, snaps his musket, which Gort pre­
vented from being discharged, and flies to the fort for succor and 
alarm. When he gets to the inner gate, he attempts to bar it against 
the approach of Allen and his men. Deacon Amos Weller, of Rut­
land, with the body of a giant, was in the front file. "Uncle Amos, 
put your shoulder to this gate!" shouts Allen, ere the line bad come 
to a halt. Uncle Amos obeyed, a.nd in a moment more down came 
gate, sentinel, Uncle Amos and all, thundering to the gronncl. They 
are now within the fort, and Allen, in his wild excitement, rushes for 
the officers' quarters, while the men come leapinll' in through the 
casemates and the gate, and quickly form in a hollow square upon 
the pa.rade. 

"Where is the officer of this fortT" cries A1len. "Let him come 
forth and instantly surrender, or I will s:wrifice every man in the 
garrison." With blanched cheek and trembling limbs, Delaplace 
hurriedly opens his bed-room door, and with pants in hand and draw­
ers but partly on asks by what authority he makes the audacious 
demand for the sunender of the fort. "In the name of the Great, Je­
hovah and the Continental Congress!" roared Allen, in tones which 
awoke the echoes in the far-off Green Mountains, while his sword 
quivered and trembled over the head of the frightened .Briton. 

As might be supposed, after such a demand, by such a man, in the 
name of such a power, no more parley could be held; and the fort, 
wit.h two officers, forty-eight men, rank and file, one hundred and 
twenty pieces of artillery, together with a lar~e amount of arms ancl 
ammunition, was instantly surrendered, and Ethan Allen and Old Ti. 
were from that moment immortal. 

Soon after the capture bad been made, Seth Warner came over with 
the rem:.tinder of the force, and Allen found himself in this British 
stronghold :.ttthe head of two hundred and twenty-six men, of whom 
one hundred and forty were from the New Hampshire gmnts ::mel 
known iar and widens Green Mountain Boys, seventy were ·from Mas­
sachusetts, and sixteen were from Connecticut. With so small a force 
it was necessary to be constantly on the alert, and Warner was sent 
off instant.Jy to take Crown Point, which he did next day, capturing 
eleven men and sixty-uno serviceable cannon. The conquest having 
been made reasonably secure, the old dispute between Allen and Ar­
nold, which had been compromised at Castleton, broke out again ; 
but it was at last arranged by a sort of joint command, under which 
St. John was seized and all British eraft on tbe lake captured. The 
enemy having been swept out on the north, Ethan Alleu went away 
to receive the plaudits due to his exploits. He wa.s accorded the 
honor of a public reception on the floor of tho Continentn.l Congress, 
and a similar mark of public gratitude was accorded hiru by the pro­
vincial congress of .Massachusetts. The whole land rang with llis 
name and fame. "In the name of the Great Jehovah and the Conti­
nental Congress" became a watchword n.nd a pean. 

In the midst of his glory Ethan Allen organized an expedition to 
take Montreal and Quebec. At the outset of this enterprise be was · 
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taken himself, and t.be next two years and seven months he s~ent as 
a prisoner in British dtmgeons and war vessels. M?st of the tune he 
was in irons, and hardly ever was be treated as a pnsone! of war. In 
British eyes be was an audacious rebel, and the wonder l8 he was not 
hanged. But at last he was exchanged at the Staten Island. station, 
and w~ at home again in the American lines at New Brunsw1ek, New 
Jersey. Congress sought to recompense b~m for his sufferings by vot­
ing him~ commission as colonel in the C~n~rnental Army. He accepted 
it; but 1t does not appear that he ever JOmed the army. A;; tile Ilero 
of Ticonderoga his military career began and· ended, and hlS restless, 
adventurous life came to an early close in 1789 from an attack of ap­
oplexy. 

From the capture of Old Ti. down to ~h~ close of. his life ~len de­
voted himself who1ly to the work of qmetmg tile t.1tles of his people 
to their lands, settling their disputes, protecting them by force and 
strategy from the ravages of the war, a_n~ by his boldness, sagacity, · 
and dashing policy overcame all oppos1tion and prepared Ver!llont 
for admission into the Federal Union, which was finally accomplishecl 
two years after his death. 

Snch in brief, Mr. Speaker, is the history of the man and of the 
capture of that renowned fortress which, although not vast in the 
number of men and value of property capt.ured, yet was tr::msce~d­
ently important when it is remembered that it was ~he first offensive 
and aggressive movement on the part of the colomsts and the first 
grand success in the long struggle for independence which followe~. 
It formed a baiTier aO'ainst the intrusions of the treacherous Canadi­
ans and savage India~s on the north; it gave the colonists confidence 
in themselves and secured them the respect and esteem of mankind; 
the name of Allen and his Green Mountain Boys became the pat1·iot's 
battle-cry, and will live in song and story as long as heroic deeds and 
noble self-devotion to the canse of liberty and free government shall 
command the veneration and homage of our race. 

In the wealth and abundance of Vermont's great names and glow­
ing examples I can but feel that the selection made by the people of 
my St.ate of tbe men to represent them in that mute but eloquent 
gronp is peculiarly apt and fortunate. 

While Ethan Allen nobly represented one extreme of Vermont char­
acter anc.l reputation Jacob Collamer as fully and worthily reprA­
senterl the other; and together they embodied and combined the 
patriotism, learning, culture, daring, intelligence, pluck, advance­
ment, and civilization of the people of that State during the first cen­
tury of their political existence. . . . 

The statue is certainly one of the boldest designs and finest speCI­
mens of art produced by American genius and skill. It represents 
the hero at the moment when, standing upon the stair-case with his 
left arm thrown across his breast and his right band grasping his 
hncre bla.de, he a.nnouuced to the astonished and affrighted Laplace 
tbg high authority by which he demanded the immediate surrender 
of the fort. 

The people of Vermont prize this statue, not only because it is a 
trne and vivid representation of their early champion and patron 
saint., Lut bec::mse it was conceived and executed by one of her own 
talented and worthy sons. 

"The sculptor's chisel cannot delineate his qualities of mind and 
heart," or produce that voice which, amid gloom and despair, echoed 
from Maine to Georgia. as it called the men of ihe Green Mountains 
to arms in tho canso of freedom a.nd independence, but it will, at 
least, "remiud the observer of one whose life was made illustrious 
by disti ugnished services rendered in the dark day w bich ushered our 
nation into being." 

Vermont presents this noble effigy of her son as worthy the com­
p:mionship of the most illustrious dead by which it will be surrounded 
and as her rich offering to the nation's sacred treasure. In the name 
of that gallant people we bring it here and place it beside those of 
the men who knew and trusted him in the da.rk and bloody days of 
the Republic. The spirits of heroes and statesmen welcome him to 
that august presence, and the bronze and marble lips greet him as he 
steps forth t.o take his place among that immortal bnnd. It is well 
that they should be placed here in the nation's Capitol, in the very 
center of the strength and majesty of the republic and in the ball 
which bas so often echoed the voices of the ablest orators and states­
men in the land. 

The simple ceremonies we perform to-day will soon be forgotten 
and those who engage in them will pass away, but the hero we honor 
and the principles Ilis marble is intended to commemorate will live 
forever. 

In coming years it will be the Mecca, and our children will gather 
there to renew their loyalty and gain fresh courage and a new inspi­
ration for the high and sacred duties of life; there they will recount 
the deeds of heroic valor of Allen and his brave men, and in that 
sainted presence rekindle the holy fires of liberty and patriotism 
which flashed forth on. the lOth of May, 1775, at Old Ti. What Ver­
mont Ileart shall ever grow so callons as not to warm when he be­
holds itT What. American will not be strengthened when his eyes 
shall rest upon it? And as we stand in that consecrated hall and 
look upon that towering au<l majestic form and tlwsc that surround 
it, God grant that it may always inspire us with t.be same love of lib­
erty, devotion to dnty, and contempt of danger in the cause of right 
which have enshrined the name of Ethan Allen in the hearts of the 
American people and placed his statue in the nation's niche of fall_le. 

I • 

Mr. HENDEE. I move the previous question on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 
and under the operation thereof the concurrent resolution was unan­
imously adopted. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
Honse resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to resume the con­
sideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. · 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union, (Mr. CLYMEH in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending J nne 30, 1877, and for other 
purposes. 

CHDrnSE DrniGRATION. 

:Mr. PIPER. Mr. Chairman, migration, considered M to its causes 
and effects presents analocrous and even identical characteristics in all 
arres and u; all countries. 

0

0n every page of history we find accounts of 
the wanderings of patriarchal tribes and ~arbarons hord~s, and sinc.e 
the dispersion of the peoples by the confusiOn of tongues, human £ann­
lies have been moving over the ear~h, from north ~o sout~, from ell;st to 
west, impatient and unweary, until t)ley succeed m ~dmg a tern tory 
suited to their tastes and wants, whiCh becomes thetr adopted coun­
try, the theater of their future development. When once transplanted 
to a propitious spot, they t~ke ro?t, grow,.and p~rpetua~e the~selves 
as a distinct people. Insprred w1th a destre of ~mprov~ng thmr con­
dition, actuated by a. love of conquest or of gam, or Impelled by a 
spirit of enterprise, these hardy pioneers become the fonn9-er~ of col­
onies, which, by gradual accretions, grow to be powerful nations. 

Careful and judicious observers ha:ve proved that t~ese movements 
took their start from the elevated regwn of Central Asm, the supposed 
cradle of mankind. Its nomadic inhabitants, in process of time and 
to escape the evils of overpopulation, poured out in swarms through 
its solitary passes and spread over the countries of the Eastern Hem­
isphere. )~rom this center came the Huns, the Tartars, the Mongo~s, 
and other Asiatic tribes which devastated Europe and whose exploits 
are recorded by the Roman and the Byzantine Ilistoria."!ls. .These con­
quests, originating through love of plunder, wer~ also msprred by the 
fierce pleasures of war and of s~nseless devastatiOn. . . 

B11t there were other migratiOns much more peaceful lD theu na­
ture and of these the most prominent. were the expeditions to st.range 
and' unknown countries conducted by the Pbenicians and Cartha­
genians in ancient and by the Iberians and theAnglo-~axons in :r;no~eru 
times. As for many centuries the means of locomotwn were hm1ted, 
the progress of these early movements was slow, b~ing ~alle. p~in~i­
pally by la.nd, while the naval adv~ntures sent out m shtps of dlnnn­
utive size were comparatively few m number. 

This circulation of tribes and companies continued for many thou­
sa.ud years· but at last the human race settled down in permanent 
occupancy ~f certain well-defined limits, a~d now, toward the cl~se 
of the nineteenth century, the globe is portwned out among four dis­
tinct races, destined hereafter to keep separate and a,part. 

THE FOUR GREAT RACES OF ME..'i. 

The four O'reat races of mankind-the white, the yellow, the black, 
and the red~ in their migmtions have divided the earth among t.hem­
selves in unequalvroportions. The white race, excelling in strength, 
activity, and intelli~ence, and possessing a high degree of civmzation 
with its predomir~.atmg forces,. h~s conqu~red three-fifths o~ t~e. ~ab­
ita.ble globe leavmg the remammg two-fifths for the sem1-c1Vihzed 
yellow race: the savage African1 and th.e. perisbu1.g rerl. u~an .. The 
white race bas been endowed with qualit1es espeCially fittmg 1t for 
possessing and occupying the e:'lrt~ to ~be exclusion o~ all o~her ~lasses 
of mankind; it seems to be mstmctlvely cosmopolite, d1ssennnates 
itself easily in places propitious to the whltes, ancl does not recoil be­
fore the heats of the torrid zone. 

The members of the Anglo-Saxon branch, possessed of high anll un­
daunted courage and gifted with muscles of iron, Ilave been remark­
ably successful in founding colonies; ru1d this success cau be attrib­
uted chiefly to their great adaptability to self-government. They 
absorb within themselves all other families of the same 1·ace, and 
those who refuse to assimilate are either driven out or wither and 
decay under the overshadowing influenceD£ a more active civiliza,tion. 

THE A....--.GLO·AMERICAN RACE. 

AsRimilation and absorption constitute the essential characteristics 
of the people now inhabiting our country. The Spaniards mn.de set­
tlements in Florida, the French in South Carolina and Louisiana, the 
Swedes on the Delawa,re, and the Hollanders in New Amsterdam; 
but all these once prosperous colonists have become absorbed by their 
more active neir•hbors, and now it is bard to distinguish between the 
descendants ot the phlegmatic D_utchman or ~he .simple-.hearted 
Swedes and those of the BTitona. San Augustmc, m Flonda, the 
oldest town in tbe United States, is little better than a ruin, and the 
only cause of the prosperity of Charleston and New York is the in­
fusion of the more vigorous blood of th~ Saxon and the Celt. Again, i~ 
1763 a chain of French forts and tradrng-posts e:x.tenlled from the Nt..: 
a,gara to the mouth of the Mississippi, but the descenilants of the old 
French colonists have so intermingled with the settlers from· the more 
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nort.hern parts of Europe that very little distinct trace of the Gallic 
blood can be found. 

The early emigration to the Western vVorld was conducted on the 
society and land-cmnpany system, and hence arose many of the diffi­
culties both internal and external in the colonies, among which may 
be mentioned the obstinate en<I.eavors of the German settlers to pre­
serve the customs of their old homes and their resistance to English 
schools; but now they have assimilated and cannot be distinguished 
from the descendants of the Anglo-Saxon and the Celt. The Consti­
tution of the United States was intended to combine in one harmo­
nious whole these dissimilar colonies; but, had the system of coloni­
zation by societies continued, no one can tell into how many discord­
ant and belligerent States our country at the present time would have 
been divided. Providentially the system changed. Through the gen­
eral distress caused in Europe by the war::; of the French revolution 
and the consequent disruption of society and of families, the emigra­
tion by individuals commenced. The subsequent extensive applica­
tion of steam both to land and sea carriage increased the means of 
locomotion, and by bringing together the natives of different coun­
ti·ies in large masses tended to break down the barriers of language 
and prejudice. In this way the people of our country have formed a 
race of their own-the Anglo-American-speaking the same language, 
the English, but combining all t.he best qualities of t.he dill'erent white 
races now a-ssimilating and forming a homogeneous whole. 

The energy of the Anglo-American race is remarkably observable 
when the decay of the red man is studied; this subject needs no 
amplification, for the fact is fully proved from the circumstance that 
at the present time our Government is embarrassed with the difficul­
ties of the treatment of the Indian tribes, and cannot decide which 
of tile many plans proposed shall be adopted to delay their extinc­
tion and render it the least painful. 

THE AFlliCA.J.'i A DISTURB~O ELEMIDiT. 

Througil man's avarice and tile desire to facilitate the opening of 
the boundless forests and the cultivat.ion of the rich virgin soil, the 
African was stolen from his native jungle and transported to the col­
onies of theNewWorld-afatal measure, sowing dragon's teeth; and 
·no Cadmus cou1c1 have anticipated the crop of armed men which actu­
a11y sprung up in the irrepressible conflict between the sections of our 
once happy country, bringing on a civil war the like of which the 
world had never before seen and inflicting heavy penalties both upon 
the white and the black man. And this happened, not because the Af­
rican was by nature aggressive and a disturber of the public peace, but 
from other causes. Indeed the uegro was peculiarly docile, impres­
sionable, and emotional, readily accommodating himself to our habits, 
civiJization, and religion. But the real cause of his being a disturb­
ing element in the bodr-politic arose from his physical difler6nces 
and his incapacity of assimilation with the white race, and hence 
be was held in bondage by the superior man. If he had belonged to 
onr own race, does any one believe that his shackles would not have 
fallen oft· when the Declaration of our Independence was promulgated 7 

IMPOLICY OF INTRODUCIXG THE CHINRSE. 

vVith these warnings and examples before us, it seems astounding 
that men-some actuated by mist.aken humanitarian ideas, others im­
pelled by a greedy desire for gain-will insist on importing Chinese 
into our couutry, since this short-sighted policy will only bring ruin 
and destruction upon us. We, are all familiar with the mental and 
physical characteristics of the African, but very little is known about 
the Chinese except by residents on our Pacific coast. A careful study, 
however, of their peculiarities will show that. they are unfit to be­
come even residents of tile American Republic. 

'l'HE CHIXESE AT HOME. 

The Chinese are of a sickly white or light-yellow color, with coarse, 
glossy, lank, black hair, and thin, scanty, black beards. Their eyes 
are invariably black, and apparently oblique, owing to the internal 
corners being more acute than in the white race. Their faces are re­
markably round, with high cheek-bones and small, much depressed 
noses, and thick lips. The women are disproportionately small in size, 
and, with their broad upper face, low nose, and linear eye.s, possess 
little beauty, and in fact are quite the reverse of handsome. 

These are the characteristics of a subject., servile race; and the 
Chinese in fact for over six hundred years have been slaves of the 
Tartars, to whom even in remot-e times they paid tribute. Unable to 
relieve themselves by their own exertions from their cruel enemies, 
they called in the a sistance of Kubla Khan and his fierce Mongols; 
but by this course they simply pla-ced themselves under a more arbi­
tmry oppressor, who subjugated them with cruel slaughter. During 
the ensuing century several insurrections broke out, only to be quelled 
with great loss of life; but at last the Mongols were expelled. 

The Chinese, however, were not able to maintain themselves be­
fore the Tartars, anti the warlike Manchus with a small force sub­
dued the entire conn try, deva-stating the sea-coast and effectu{tlly 
crushing out all resistance. As a sign of submission, the .Manchus 
compelled them to adopt the national Tartar mode of shaving the 
front of the head and of braiding the hair in a long cue. This order 
was resisted, and many suffered decapitation rather than part with 
~heir hair, out the mandate was gratlually enforced, and for two 
Ct~nturies this degrading sign of conquest has been one of the distin­
guishing marks of a Chinaman. This cond-ition of abject servitude 
still exists, and the present rulers, from the Emperor downward, ex-

ercise irresponsible autocratic powers, making the government au 
absolute despotism of t.he worst kind. 

THEIB INGRA~Ef> DUPLICITY. 

Consequently the effect upon the subject ra.ce is highly injurious 
and destructive of all moral qualities. The a.rbit,rary power of the 
officials has rendered falsehood absolutely necessary as a me·ans of 
escape from oppressive burdens, unjust punishments and extortions. 
The rapacity of the magistrates compels the peop1e to resort to every 
kind of subterfuge, and hence the spirit of duplicity bas become in­
grained in the Chinese, who exhibit all the vices of a people forced to 
resort to low cunning as a means of carrying out their schemes. In 
order to retain the mastery, the Manchu rulers have established a 
system of surveillance and isolation, and the natural effect has been 
to crush out all honorable feeling among the Chinese. A cold selfish­
ness is the prime motive of their actions, and all sense of justice, truth, 
honesty, and natural affection is destroyed. 

IGNORA.J.'IT, SUPERSTITIOUS, .A...">ID ATHEISTS. 

The Chinese are also an ignorant people, as the practical difficulties 
of their language are very great. There are at least 25,000 ditierent 
characters sanctioned by polite usa.ge, while the entire number is 
placed as high as 201,000. The burden of 1·emembering so many com­
p1icated symbols whose form, sound, and meanings must all be under­
stood, is so great that a life-time is consumed in acquiring an educa­
tion, apd the result is valueless. Only thr€'e men in one hundred and 
only one woman in a thousand can read works written in the classic 
style. The books teach little worth knowing except maxims of mor­
ality long reduced to actual practice by tbe western nations, brit 
neglected and forgotten by the Chinese; and the histories only furnish 
a warning against the results of a false system and a vicious policy. 

They are grossly superstitious, believing in the efficacy of magical 
arts of the most revolting description, and they have no religion except 
the worship of the tablets of Confucius and of thoir individual an­
cestors. Having no moral sense of right and wl'ong, they are pmctical 
atheists, det-ermined suicides, and systematic inf:tnticides. They do 
not observe any weekly day of rest, and, in their worship, beat gongs, 
ring bells, explode fire-crackers, and burn papel' petitions. They use 
praying-machines and expend immense sums in the rf'lpair of temples 
and in the purchase of idols in which they do not believe. Their form 
of oath consists in cutting off a chicken's head-a symbol that a like 
fate awaits the false witness-but there is no solemn appeal to a su­
preme being who will punish him either here or hereafter. 

This description is not overdrawn, for a prominent missionary who 
h:J.s been living in close intimacy with this people for over forty ye:1rs 
likens Chinese society to a stagnant pool fermenting in, its own fecu­
lence, whose torpor is only disturbed by the monstrous thin~sit.sown 
heat generates, and becoming more and more polluted casts up notil­
ing but mii·e and dirt. 

R~COROUS HOSTILITY TO FOREIGNERS, 

The most striking traits of the Chinese, however, are exhibited in 
their intercourse with other countries, and their odious superstitions 
have been proved beyond the possibility of doubt by their bitter, in­
eradicable hostility to the western nations and especially by their 
savage attacks upon foreign residents. . 

The Chinese Empire, surrounded by lofty snow-covered mountains, 
impenetrable jungles, and artificial walls, has from time immemorial 
been the symbol of bigoted exclusiveness. · With these barriers, t1:Je 
intercourse with foreigners, confined to the frontiers and the sea-coast, 
was merely commercial, and was conducted on principles degrading 
to the pride of the western nations; and history furnishes a curious 
and melancholy record of ill-requited obsequiousness before insolent 
barbarian lackeys. The early embassies were subjected to humilia­
tions and the ambassadors were guarded like c1·iminals, treated like 
beggars, and entertained like mountebanks. In later times, the 
grievances became more serious. The load_ing of ships was delayerl, 
goods were stolen, crews were maltreated, underlings were e.x:tortiou­
ate, and access to the l.tigh authorities for complaint and redress was 
denied. The dealings with foreigners were conducted in the spirit 
of a government proclamation that thejankwei-that is, the '' fort~ign 
deYils "-are like beast~::~ and not to be treated like-the natjves. 

COMliERCIAL TREATIES EXTORTED BY FORCE. 

The modern relations between China and the western nations haYe 
been almost exclusively commercial, but the treaties were not nego­
tiated by pure diplomacy, they were rather extorted by an overpow­
ering exhibition of force. The principal disagreements arose from 
the persistent refusals of the officials to redress grievances, and their 
obstinate denial of access to the Emueror. From these causes a state 
of war continued·from 1836 to 1860, when, in consequence of the cap­
ture of Peking a.nd the sacking of the Emperor's summer palace, the 
Chine!!e granted to foreign ewbassadors the right to reside at tbe 
capital, and also opened twenty-one ports to trade. During this 
period of twenty-four years of war sever:1.l commercial treaties were 
negotiated by Great Britain, tbe principal belligerent, and other 
powers, including the United States, were admitted to similar privi­
leges. These treaties, however, were wrung from the Chinese by ftlar, 
and were not obtained through a sense of reciprocal advantn.ge, since 
all they desire is to work out tbeil' own destiny in their own way­
that is, simply to retrograde and to relapse into barbarism. T·ltey 
made small concessions to avert great demands, and their whole 
struggle was a.nd continues to be against making any concessions at all. 
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After this effectual chastisement of their barbarian arrogance, the 
Chinese, with characteristic duplicity modified their policy, and 
dreading the return of the fleets and armies of the western nations, 
adopted the plan of conducting negotiations at the capitals of the 
Christian powers, and to effect that purpose sent. out Mr . .Anson Bur­
lingame and two Chinese envoys of the second rank on a roving dip­
lomatic mission. From this source originated the famous Burlingame 
treaty of 1868, the effects of which have so recently been complained 
of. Under this treaty the citir,ens of the United States residing in 
China enjoy the same privileges in respect to travel and residence as 
may be there enjoyed by citizens and subjects of the most favored 
nations, and reciprocally the Chinese in the United States are entitled 
to similar privileges. 

But, althou~h the language of the treaty is identical in establish­
ing the rights of the citizens of one country in the dominions of the 
other, yet the actual concessione are by no means identical; fo1· in 
China the citizens of the most favored nation have no rights of resi­
(lence except within certain narrow limits at the treaty ports, while 
in the United States citizens of all nations can reside where they 
please and travel anywhere without molestatiop. The treaty also 
provided for the introduction of railroads and telegraph lines, bp.t 
this concession could only have been intended for the benefit of 
speculators and not of the people of the United States. 

After concluding this treaty at Washington the mission proceeded 
to Europe; but in consequence of the profound distrust of Chinese 
professions entertained by the western nations Mr. BurHngame was 
unsuccessful in further ne~otia.tions, and the pretended objects oi 
the embassy were effectually frustrated by his sudden death under 
circumstances ca~ting suspicion on his Chinese colleagues. 

THE TmN·'l'SL'I' JliA.SSACRE. 

A few months had hardly elapsed after Mr. Burlingame's sudden 
death when this incredulity of Chinese professions was strikingly 
cou:firmed by the news of the horrible massacre at Tien-Tsin, June 
21, 1870. This fearful tragedy deepened the impression of the ignor­
ance and superstitions of the Chinese, of their dark and hideous crimes, 
and of their bitter hatred of foreigners. The n.trocities of this out­
break were almost too :fiendiRh for belief. Aided and abetted by the 
authorities, the Chinese mob mludered and then mutilated the French 
consul and several French priests, civilians, and servants, burned 
down the consulate, the mission church an<l hospital, and tortured 
the Sisters of Charit.y to death in the most horrihle manner, cutting 
their bodies into small pieces and distributing the fragments among 
the rioters. Over twenty Europeans perished in this ferocious on­
set which, since its causes are still operative, may at any time be 
repeated. No regret or sorrow was felt by the Chinese; aud the mur­
derers who, under the pressure of a threatened retaliation, were exe­
cuted for this savage crimel have been canonized as martyrs in a holy 
cause. Since then, with toe evident motive to incite the popuL·we 
agaiust foreigners, large highly-colored. pictures representing this 
massacre have been exhibited at Chinese fairs, and threatening pla­
cards are continually appearing on the walls of Pekin and the treaty 
ports. Attacks on missionaries and consuls are of frequent occur­
rence, and a general apprehension is always prevailing that a wide­
spread plot for the extermination of all foreigners is on the eve of 
breaking out. 

THE CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA. 

Having described the characteristics of the Chinese in their own 
country, I shall now direct attention to that race on our Pacific 
coast. 

At the present time there are in California 150,000 Chinese, of whom 
50,000 live in San Francisco; and the steamers from Shanghai and 
Hong Kong are weekly bringing over immense numbers in addition. 
The alarm excited by this inva.'lion is wide-spread, and the aid of 
Congress is invoked to put a stop to this influx of semi-barbarians 
now threatening to outnumber the white population of the Pacific 
coast, imperiling their best interests and endangering the existence 
of free institutions. Entertaining a deadly hatred of the whites, 
being of a distinct ra{le, they can never become homogeneous with the 
people of our country. They will neither learn our language nor 
adopt our manners, customs, and beliefs, only eighty converts of 
doubtful Christianit-y being the result of twenty years of missionary 
labor in San Francisco. Pagans in religion, they hold in contempt 
the oaths and solemn proceedings of oi:Jr courts of justice, and estab­
lish secret tribunals of their own, enforcing their decrees even to the 
taking a way of life. With the exception of a few merchants the great 
mass pay no taxes, and the burden of their support in asylums, hos­
pitals, and prisons falls upon our citizens. 

FREE I:'<STITUTIONS EXD.ANGERED. 

From ignorance they are unable to perform either civil or military 
duties. They cannot serve as jurors in the courts, as soldiers in the 
Army, or as sailors in the Navy. Should the country be invaded they 
wouM be perfectly useless for purposes of defense, and the. enemy 
would have in them a corps of cunning spies more than ready to sell 
their information. They will not conform to sanitary and police reg­
ulations, and live miserably, crowded together in :filth and wretched­
nej;ls, eaten up by horrible diseases. From their carelessness in baud• 
ling fire terrible conflagrations br.eak ont in their over-populated dens 
and devastate the neighborhood. · . 
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THE CHINA QUARTER ABmnNATJONS. 

The China quarter in San Francisco has driven off the old white 
residents from the vicinity, and put a stop to imrrovements; it is It 
hiding-place for shame, filth, crime, disease, and abject poverty, and 
every town on the Pacific coast is cursed with similar abominations. 

They have no domestic life worthy of the name, the sacred rela­
tions of husband and wife being almost wholly disregarded. The 
women are nearly aJl slaves in condition and prostitutes by vocation, 
and the men, substantially the bondsmen of the six companies, are 
abandoned and dangerous criminals, opium smokers, and gamblers. 

DESTRUCTION OF LABOR IXTERESTS. 

They have monopolized menial labor and many of the lighter me­
chanic arts, thus depriving American boys and girls of opportunities 
of employment, closing the avenues of labor, and driving many to en­
forced idleness and want, resulting in confirmed poverty and crime. 
They have robbed women of work which afforded them an honest and 
virtuous independence and have compelled many t.o resort to doubt­
ful means of support. They have taken the place of tens of thou­
sands of white men who would have immigrated to the Pacific States 
and who would have bought farms, built houses, raised families, and 
supported numerous dependents. 

The fatal and unwise policy of corporations in importing and em­
ploying Chinese of the lowest caste bas turned in onr direction a 
stream of undesirable immi2Tants which, unless checked, will in a 
short time overflow the Pa.ci'fic coast and reduce thn.t region to a con-

. dition of barbarism. Had these corporations employed white labor­
ers, at the present time in the Pacific States there would be thou­
sands of homesteads occupied by . able-bodied fathers of families, 
cultivating the soil and building up for the railroads an immense bnsi­
ness in the transportation of farm products. Instead of securing 
these substantial and enduring benefits, these corporations imported 
a vast army of Asiatics, who remit their earnings to China and send 
to that country for the clothes they wear and even for the food they 
eat. Instead of introducing permanent settlers, these companies 
brought in upon us the very lowest of the low classes of a semi-bar­
barous people with inera<licable vices and prejudices. 

WIDE·SPRRAD ALARM ON THE P .ACIFIC OOAST. 

The people of the Pacific coast regard these hordes wit.h fear and 
alarm, believing that superiority of race and intelligence will proba­
bly not be able to resist such overwhelming superiority of numbers. 
They love their own wives and cl.Jildren, their own families and 
homes, their own country and laws, better thn.n the interests of Asi­
atic aliens, and insist that, if the trade with China cannot be secured 
except at the expense of the comfort and happiness and welfare of 
the American people, it must be relinquished, no matter how profita­
ble it may be to a very few. They have of themselves endeavored 
to remedy the evil by the passa·ge of laws calculated to prevent the 
introduction of lewd and debauched woman, convicted criminals, and 
helpless paupers, while permitting the immigmtion of persons who 
will add to the industrial classes of the community. 

THE ADVERSE DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

But the Supreme Court of the United States has decided that the 
passage of laws concerning the admission of citizens and subjects of 
foreign nations belongs to Congress, and not to the State Legislatures; 
and the anticipated injurious effect of the California statute is illus­
trated by hypothetical cases which the court admits are highly im­
probable and not likely ever to occur. It may here be remarked that 
this objectionable State immigration act does not differ in principle 
from similar statutes in force in reference to poor-law-settlementcases, 
nor are the powers of the commissioner of immigration as extensive as 
those of magistrates under the professional-thieves acts or under the 
laws prohibiting the carrying of concealed deadly weapons. 

It does seem singular that, while our own clangerous classes, who 
have a constitutional right to a trial by jury, can by summary con­
viction be imprisoned in jails and workhouses, yet forei~n crim­
inals, paupers, and lewd women must be permitted t.o lana on our 
shores in defiance of the police authorities of the sepamte States. 
~ery law of this description leaves a wide margin of discretion 
within which the magistrate can act, and it is not to be presumed that 
he will decide arbitrarily and without good rea-sons; yet, under the 
rigid criticism of the California statute, it might be supposed that no 
Chinese common prostitute could be considered a. lewd woman, unless, 
like· in the case of high dignitaries under the canon law, the evidence 
of seYenty witnesses to each separate act of incontinency was producerl. 

Again it is argued that, if snell State laws were to be enforced against 
the subjects of Great Britain, our Government would become involved. 
in difficulties leadin~ to war or a suspension of intercourse. But the 
cases are not parallel, for the rights of emigration as between Great 
Britain and the United States are reciprocal, while immigration to 
China is entil'ely forbidden, except at a. few ports where foreigners 
even when admitted must reside within certain narrow limits, like 
wild beast~ in a cage. Much just criticism might be expended on this 
decision; but, as the opinions of the United States Supreme Court, 
however injurious in their practical effect, should be respected, the 
people of the Pacific coast will obecalhe mandates of the highest tri­
bunal of the land without murmuring, at the same time praying Con­
gress, which it has been decided has the sole power over the subject, 
to act promptly and apply an efficacious remedy for these evils. And 
what that remedy &hould be, I shall now endea.vor to show. 
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PROPOSED REMEDIES. 

In a previous portion of these remarks I have . proved by incon­
testable evidence that the Chinese are bitterly hostile to foreigners, 
and desire nothing but to maintain a policy of isolation; that every 
treaty without exception has been wrong fro~ them by force, and 
that even the Burlingame treaty, far fmm bemg a spontaneous ex­
pression of good-will, was in reality inspired by fear, waa a device to 
wa.rd off greater evils, and was ratifiecl with reluctance. 

Anson l3urlinga.me, although nominally a. plenipotentiary from 
China., was in every respect a representa.tive of Christian civilization, 
and in reality accepted the position with the mistaken idea that he 
could bring the empire under the influence of a more liberal policy. 
He left the diplomatic service of the United States and entered into 
that of China only after consultation with the representatives of the 
western nations. The mere fact of his appointment he looked upon 
as proof positive that Chinese exclusiveness had been broken down, 
and being misled by erroneous information as to the chamcter and 
extent of the Tae-Ping rebellion, in his enthusiasm he believed that 
the mass of the people were about to become Christians and were ready 
to assimilate with the white races. 

Hence, while acting as it were as an intermeciliary l1etween the peo­
ples of the East and of the \Vest, he seems to have been governed by 
the idea that by granting to the Chinese advantageous terms, even 
without receiving reciprocal benefits, they would in a short time 
abandon paganism, embrace Christianity, become less rancorous to­
ward foreigners, and, in brief, would willingly adopt the ma.nners 
and cnstoms of western civilization. This policy was based upon the 
chimerical view that they would be influenced by this unselfish 
generosity and would spontaneou ly imitate the example set before 
them by the Burlingame treaty. But Mr. Burlingame was completely 
hoodwinked by the Chinese, who in this instance exhibited their 
chara-cteristic duplicity. The treaty in reality amounted to a claim 
to resume the grant-s of land previously made to foreign na.tions for 
commercial settlements and was only another instance of barbarian 
arrogance. It waa not ratified for two years, and serious doubts were 
for a. long time entertained and expressed whether it would over be 
ratified at all by the Chinese. . 

MODIFICATION OF THE BURLl::'IGAME TREATY. 

Mr. Fish, who.in the interim had succeeded Mr. Sewa.rd as Secre­
ta.ry of State, would have been perfectly satisfied if the Chinese had 
postponed forever the exchange of ratificatiouM. He evidently be­
lieved that the "favored-nation" clauses contained a one-sided com­
pa-ct, benefiting the Chinese only, and the fair inference can be drawn 
from his published diplomatic correspondence that he wae grievously 
disappointed when the treaty was finally mtifted. On his entrance into 
office in 1869, Mr. Fish appears to have ta.ken into serious considera­
tion the pmprietyofwithdrawing altogether from the engagements 
contracted by his predecessor-the negotiation haviug been a grave 
blunder involving future embarraasment. However, from a vmiety of 

...._ causes, unnecessary to dwell upon, he thought it best to trust to the 
chapter of accidents; and this "let-alone" policy has ended by con­
vulsing the Pacific coast. 

At the present time, I have no doubt, he regrets his inertness and 
would be only too glad of an opportunity to I'etrace his st.eps, if just 
grounds for such action should be afforded him. And there are abun­
dant reasons to justify him in such a course. The Chinese themselves, 
in not protecting rE:sident foreigners from the fury of mobs, have vio­
lated the treaty over and over again, and under similar pmvocations 
we ourselves should at once have abrogated a treaty with any other, 
even more powerful, nation. It seems singular that so much forbearance 
should be exercised toward the Chinese and that such a tender regard 
for their feelings should be displayed by us. We would not, fon one 
insta.nt, allow such a one-sided treaty to govern our relations with 
Great Britain, and the enforcement by that power of Chinese restric­
tions upon trade and travel would result in complete non-intercourse 
and even in hostilities. Why, then, should we submit to such indig­
nities from a semi-barbarous infidel nation f 

The rulers of China are totally incapable of compelling their sub­
jects to observe the commonest rights of hospitality toward Ameri­
can and other foreign residents, and diplomatic intercourse with 
them is confined on the one side to repeated formal appeals for re­
dress for savage, brutal attacks upon consuls, missionaries, and civ­
ilians, and on the other side to cunning apologies and confessions 
of inability to restrain the animosities of the populace. 

The Burlingame treaty, I therefore contend, should be modified by 
reducing it to a mere commercial convention, giving the Chinese the 
1·ight of residence in this country for the purposes of trade only; or 
an additional article might be inserted reserving to the United States 
the right to regulate, restl;ict, or prevent the immigration or impor­
tation of Chinese subjects. Negotiations should immediately be in­
stituted coupled with an urgent pressing suggestion that the pro­
posed terms must at once be a-ccepted. Such a course would direct 
the attention of the Chinese government to the troubles from which 
we are suffering, and that empire may voluntarily o.ffer to apply a. 
remedy. No interruption of harmonious relations need be a.ntici­
pated, for the ruling princes of China are just as unwilling to lose 
their subjects as we are indisposed to receive them, and almost any 
measure whereby this immense outflow fi·om the empire could be 
stopped would be cheerfully adopted. 

NECESSITY OF A JlfORE RIGID ENFORCEl\ffiNT OF THE LAW. 

But with the usual delays of diplomacy such negotiations would 
consume considerable time, and meanwhile coolies, criminals, and 
lewd women will continue to pour in by steamer and ship loads, and 
some immediate step must at once be taken to resist this vast tide of 
pagan Chinese. For this end the immigration acts now on the stat­
ute-books, although not fu:rnishing an entirely effective remedy, must 
be more rigidly enforced. 

The personal examination as to the voluntary emigration of coolie , 
required to be made by consuls in oriental ports, is very imperfectly 
conducted, and the certiicates are very carelessly granted. In con­
sequence of this neglect large gangs of cooly bondsmen, virtually 
the slaves of their employers, are brought to our Pacific coast. In 
fact, it is asserted our consuls sign the certificate of voluntary emi­
gration upon the representations of the master of the vessel, without 
any personal examination. And it is also difficult to believe that 
such droves of coolies could come over and land on our shores unless 
our consuls had been remisi or had connived at illegal emigration. 
They also n~glect to inqnhe whether Chinese women coming to this 
country have entered into agreements for a term of service for lewd 
and immoral purposes; and through this remissness our Pacific States 
are flooded with prostitutes, intlicting ruin both as to body and soul 
upon the rising generation. 

Our consuls at oriental ports should therefore be kept under more 
ri~id supervision, and a failure on their part to enforce the cooly-im­
migration actt~ should be promptly followed by dismissal in disgrace 
or by other more severe punishments. 

The penalties of the law should also be enforced against all persons 
importing cooly bondmen and lewd women. This matte1· is within the 
control of the United States, and the district attorneys should be com­
pelled to act promptly and vigorously under pain of dismi al. A 
few convictions of the most prominent offenders against the immi­
gration acts would serve as a wholesome warning to all others. 

In our own ports the collectors of customs are careless abont inspect­
ing arrivin~ vessels and excluding women imported for immoral pur­
poses and other obnoxious persons. Through this dereliction of duty, 
whether from heedlessness or connivance, or in defiance of the statute, 
the landing of Chinese paupers, criminals, and lewd women is of con­
stant occurrence, and the only method of ciJecking this evil, of which 
we have the most conclusive evidence, is to compel the collectors to 
perform their duties, and in default thereof to inflict a heavy penalty 
upon them. 

To effect this purpose, the House should promptly pass the act 
amending the immigration acts which has been o1·dered to be reported 
from the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOUSE. Mr. Chairman, as the struggle between the two great 
parties for the control of this Government with all its vast patronage 
aucl power approaehes, and another presidential election begins to 
cast its shadow before us, it behooves every man who desirQS the pros­
perity and happiness of all sections of the country to pause and ca.lmly 
survey the situation before the voice of reason shall be hushed in the 
uproar of the conflict, and the suggestions of pa.triotism silenced by t-he 
demands of party. 

If there ever was a time in the history of our country when its su­
preme welfa.re demauded the best efforts of its friends of all pa.rties 
and all sections to exorcise the demon of sectional hate, it is now. It 
was not reasonable to expect that after a long and bitter sectional 
struggle, which culminated in a gigantic civil war, the combatants 
would become frieudsinan hour or a day. War is not the nursery of 
fraternal feeling, and time is required to heal its ghastly wounds and 
to restore the friendships it has sundered and the affections it has 
alienated. But more than fifteen years since the first and more than 
eleven years since the last ~was fired have elapsed; and if we ever 
mean to be friends it is hme for the honest aud thoughtful men of 
both sections to consider the questions that disturb our peaceful re­
lations from the stand-point of reason and patriotism; it is time for 
crimination and recrimination to cease and let the matter be discussed 
as becomes men who have a common country, a common ancestry, a 
common history, and a common destiny. 

Will the period never arrive in American politics when bitterness 
antl jealousies between the North and the South shall cease to be fac­
tors in our presidential elections f Sball the dead-line of sectiona.l 
hate forever divide us f Can those who were enemies in war never 
learn to be friends in peace f Is there no process by which the victor 
can be induced to trust the vanquished, or th" conquered to look 
kindly upon the conqueror T 

These are questions upon the solution of wh1ch depend the restor­
ation of the American Union in the spirit in which it was originally 
formed by our fathers and the transmission of its blessings to the gen­
erations that are to come after us. 

The North still distrusts the South, and views all her acljiuns and 
utterances with a critic's eye and a jealous scrutiny; watches her-

As a. lion's whelp, 
That gnaws, and yet may break her chain. 

The South regards the North as still willing to oppress auc:l slow to 
forgive. 

These are facts which it is neit.ber wise to ignore nor honest to 
conceal. We sometimes, in moments of sentimental patriotism, call 
each other brethren; but the ease and facility witu which an un-
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guarded word can raise the devil of sectional hate in our bosoms 
shows that there are still live coals benea.th the ashes of the war. 
The fact that the candidate for popular favor thinks it profitable to 
light the torch of his ambition at this funeral pile demonstrates the 
presence of a large residuum of unfriendly feeling in the hearts of the 
people. The man wha has made politics his study, and place and 
position the goal of his aspirations, is not likely to appeal to a feel­
ing which does not exist, to waste his time in drawing drafts on a 
bank that has no funds, or in sweeping the cords of an instrument 
that yields no music. His shrewdness and sagacity, whetted and 
sharpened by long and interested study of the peculiarities of the 
people, their habits of tbouaht and feeling, will always save him 
from the idle and hurtful ta~ of calling spirits from a vasty deep 
that conta.ins none. When, therefore, I see tLe ablest and most dis­
tinguished leaders of a party making inflammatory appeals to the 
people, based on the assumed prejudices of one section against the 
other; when. I see them, on a deliberate calculation of the chances of 
success, choosing this road to the Presidency, I must be excused for 
coming to the conclusion that they are opemting outside the pale 
of popular sympathy. The people harbor these unfriendly feelings; 
otherwi. e candidates for their suffrages wonld never base the hope 
of success upon an &ppeal to them. Howe>er much this state of af­
fairs may be deplored, we cannot shut our eyes or stop our ears to 
what is too obvious to be avoiued or evaded. Centennial gush and 
declamatory patriotism may gloss it over, but these spasmodic and 
ephemeral exhibitions of fraternal feeling are but the prismatic hues 
that shimmer on an iceberg when the rays of a winter sun fall upon 
its cold bosom. 

That a majority of the people of both sections desire a restoration 
of peace and fraternity, tbat in their moments of cool reflection 
they feel convinced that the welfare of the country is not promoted 
by the indulgence of angry feeling and bitter words, bnt the inter­
ests of both sections demand a cessation of the unseemly quarrel, I 
have no doubt. But it is so difficult to abandon lea-ders whom we 
have been accustomed to follow, to break up party associations of 
long standing, that many whose intentions are good, whose purposes 
are pure and unselfish, are borne along by the force of circumstances 
in a course of action which their sober reason cannot approve and 
their deliberate judgment condemns. But the time bas come when 
if politicians in their crusades of hate and denunciation do not rep­
resent the people, they must make it known to tLe country through 
the ballot-box, by consigning to the shades of private life all these 
disturbers of the peace. Sectional feeling may be fomented and fos­
tered until it becomes chronic, when time, which heals many wounds 
and re-unites many sundered ties, will be impotent to bring us to­
gether, and revolving years will only witness the gulf widening 
which divides us. 

The man who willfully promotes the indulgence of sectional ani­
mosity and represses the growth of fraternal feeling among the peo­
ple, relying upon the use of the sword by the majority to keep the 
minority in subjection, is a despot at heart, false to all the teachings 
and traditions of American history, and a foe to the Constitution of 
his country. The strongest bulwark of a republic is not to be found in 
forts and arsenals and armaments, but in t.he affections of the people 
for the government. We sometimes dispute about the term to be 
applied to our Government to designate its chara-cter, some asserting 
that we are a nation, others that we are a republic, and others that 
we are something else. But it matters not what terminology may be 
employed to characterize our form of government, whether we call 
it a nation, a republic, a confederation of States, a democracy, quo­
cunque nomine gaudet, if it is not founded on the affections of the peo­
ple it bears within its bosom the seeds of decay and the elements of 
·dissolution. 

Do we expect or intend that the process of alienation shall always 
continue; that there is to be no end to mutual distrust and sectional 
antipathy 1 .If not to continue forever, when do we propose to change 
the situation, and how! If sectional hate is a nationa.l blessing, let 
it be promoted by all means. Let us hail its most active propa~ators 
as the best friends of the country, and crown them with the h1ghest 
honors of the Republic. Let us bate. each other with all the powers 
that God has given and the devil bas perverted; let epithets that 
hiss with scorn, words that burn with passion, denunciations that 
scream like shells through the air, be exchanged between us as fast 
and thick as bullets flew upon the bloodiest ba.ttle-fields of the war. 
The more we bate each other the stronger the Government will be­
come. Trade will revive under it, commerce will spread her sails on 
new seas~ confidence will be restored, and gene1·al prosperity will re­
visit all the people. The national debt will be borne with cheerful­
ness and paid without difficulty. Under Hs benign influence the 
South will recuperate and grow rich and the great and wealthy 
North will reap from her re-established trade with the South the 
golden harvests of other years. The representatives of foreign na­
tions who come to our Centennial will regard t.he grand display as a 
national joke, and, lifting their hands in admiration at our discovery 
of a new way to prosperity and happiness, will exclaim, "Beholll how 
sweet and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in per­
petual strife." 

Ah, Mr. Chairman, if we hav:e only exchanged a war of the sword 
for a war of words, the paseions of belligerents for a settled hate that 
camwt be appeased, the Union has only been restored iu name, 

and the. mighty conflict waged, professeclly to save it, a terrible and 
melancholy .failure. A uni{ln pinned toget.her only with bayonet,<J 
and compressed alone by the strong arm of a powerful government, 
while the hearts of the people are at perpetual war with each other, 
is not the Union our fathers formed and is not worth preserving. It 
is an abuse of the English language and a fraud upon mankind to 
call it a union. A union of what f A union of the majority to 
trample the right.s of the minority beneath their feet; a union of the 
victors to divide the spoils, it may be; but the Union that Washing­
ton loved, and that Jackson said must be preserved, it certainly is 
not. 

What rational motive can the northern people have for cherishing 
vindictive and nn lrindlyfeelings toward the South f What material in­
terest is advanced by it f What arm of the Government is strengthened 
by it T What feature of tlle national character does it render more 
lovely 7 What page of our history as a people is it expected to illus­
trate or adorn f Whose interest requires that it shall go on, and who 
can possibly reap any benefit from a field thus sown in tares f No one 
but the selfish demagogue; anti as long as the people permit their 
sectional pre"ndices to be used as a ladder by which ambition may 
climb to power, so Ion~ will the busy feet of the unscrupulous parti-: 
san be seen a.scentiing Jts ronnds. 

It has been many long, unhappy yean~ Rince the minds of the north­
ern and southern people have bee11. sufficiently calm to understand 
each other, and to appreciate with judicial fairness each other's mo­
tives. They tljd not understand each other w ben the w:=tr commenced; 
if they had appreciated the situation, humanity rel}uires u.s to be­
lieve that both sides would have paused long before plunging the 
country into all the horrors of that terrible struggle. I shall always 
believe-though in this I may. be mistaken-that if the voice of the 
border States, even after tl1e secession of their s8uthern sisters, had 
been heeded, the war might have been averted. Theirs was the calm­
est voice that rose above the storm of paasion that preceded active 
hostilities. They knew that their te.rritory would be the battle-field, 
a.nd upon them would fall the heaviest blows of the war. They were 
not responsible for the war, whoever else may have been. They ex­
hausted every effort to avert it. They were sincerely attached to the 
Union, and anxiously desired its preservation. But the war came, 
against their protest and despite all their efl:'orts to prevent it. And 
whatever mav be thought of the course they saw tit to take, when 
they were forced to fight on one side or the other, this much may be 
said in vindication of their motives: They cast their fortuues with 
the weaker side, and din not seek to save themselves or their prop­
erty by taking shelter under the protection of the heaviest artillery 
and with the most powerful army. 

But these things belong to the past, to which I do not propose to 
refer any further than to draw lessons for the present and warnings 
for the future. If sectional strife bas once hurried us into the mis­
eries of war, let u.s see to it that it never does it aqain. Let us cease 
to travel a road beset with so many dangers anu that once led us 
through so many horrors. 

Mr. Chairman, he who seeks to perpetuate strife between the sec­
tions who engaged in the war insults the ~rave of every Federal 
soldier who oftered up his life to save the Uruon and robs the victory 
won by Federal arms of its chief and only glory. For what purpose 
was the war waged by the Government of the United States f 

When McDowell's well-appointed Army, with flying banners and 
rolling drums, marched from Washington, it was expected that the 
rebellion would be crushed as soon as the Federal Army could come 
up with it, and that the national flag in less than a month would 
wave over the capitol at Richmond. The man who at that time 
would have been bold enough to suggest a different re:sult would have 
been arrested for uisloyalty. The result of the first great battle of 
the war is 'Yell known. That magnificent Army that marched out 
under the inspiration of the gay romance of war soon learned that 
war was no holiday pastime, and broken and scattered fell back upon 
the capital in wilrl dismay. Consternation reigneu in the streets of 
Washington, as the confederate army was hourly expected to enter 
an$1. take possession of the city. President Lincoln had called for 
seventy-tive thousand troops to put down the rebellion. General 
Scott., haviug suggested that it would take three hundred thousand 
men to suppress it, was charitably set down as in his dotage. The 
North now be.gan, fur the first time, to realize the magnitude of the 
enterprise on which they had embarked. For the first time they felt 
that the necessity ~as upon them to husband all their resources, to 
make as few enemies and as many friends as possible. Hence, soon 
after this disheartening and humiliating rout of their Army, on the 
very next day, I believe, the venerable John J. Crittenden, of Ken­
tucky, who ha.d made a noble and patriotic, though unsuccessful, 
effort to compromise the differences between the sections and thus 
avert the threatened catastrophe of war and dissolution, came for­
ward in this House and offered the following memorable resolution: 

Resolvrd, That the present. deplorable civil war bas been forced upon the country 
by the disunionists of the Southern States, now in revolt a~aindt the constitutional 
Government and in arms arountl the capital; that in this national emergency Con­
gress, banishing all feeling of ?nere passion or resentment, will recolLect only its duty 
to the whole countnJ; that this war iB not waged upon our part 1.n any :,pirit of op· 
pression, nor for any purpose of con'Jtt.est or subjugation, nor for the purpose of over­
throwing or interfering with tho rights or estal.Jli.shetl institutions of those States, 
but to dt>fend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and to prese,rve the 
Union 10ith all thP. dignit"IJ, equality, m1d rights of the litveral Sf<tlP-<> unimpaired; tllat 
as soon as these objects are ucoowpli:>hed the war ougllt to cease. 
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This resolution passed the House with only two, and the Senate 
with only tive, dissenting voices. 

There is no mistaking the profound concern and painful appre­
hensiom~that pervaded both Housesof Congress when this resolution 
was passed. They stood in the presence of a hitherto unappreciat.ed 
ahd unrealized danger that appalled them. Their utt.erance was a 
cry of agony from the national heart. They ~leclared that they would 
banish from their hearls aU passion and resentment and would only 
recollect their duty to the whole country; they disclaimed all inten­
tion to oppress or subjugate or conquer the South, and, in clear ring­
ing tones, intende<l to be heard from one end of the country to the 
other, and wit.h all the solemnity of an oath, they procl::ti.me4 that 
they were waging war for no other purpose than to defend a.nd main­
tain the supremacy of the Constitution and to preserve the Union 
with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the several States unim­
paired. If, in the hour of great nationJll danger, with an enemy "in 
arms around the capital," Congress could thus speak in language too 
plain to be misunderstood and too impressive to be forgotte11, now 
that those enemies have long since laid down their arms and the 
!mpremacy of the Constitution bas been established from the Gulf to 
the lakes and from ocean to ocean, may I not invoke the b:misbment 
of all passi~>n and resentment and the recollection of the duty of all 
men to the whole country, not forgetting the dignity, eq11ality, and 
1·ights of the several States in a re-established Union f .May I not 
make tbe invocation in the namea of the brave men who were in­
duced by the promises and pledges contained in that resolution to 
march to the field of battle and a soldier's grave Y 

Mr. Chairman, Fort Donelson, one of t])e great battle-fields of the 
war, is situated in my congr.essional district. It was upon that mem- · 
ora.ble field that General Grant won his spurs and entered upon that 
eareer of distinction which made him Commander-in-Chief of the Fed· 
eral Army, the hero of the war, and finally President of the United 
States. On a commanding eminence: overlooking the town of Dover, 
where the battle was fought, is located a national cemeter.v, where a 
~rateful country has collected the bones of her brave defenders. Dur­
mg my canvass, being in the vicinity, in company with a friend I 
visited the spot. A wounded soldier, who had charge of the place, re­
ceived us with courtesy and politeness, and we were permitted to 
drive wit-hin the inclosure and survey the scene. It was as lovely an 
autumn da.y as ever smiled upon the earth. From a lofty staff in the 
center of the grounds the American flag: floated gracefully in the 
breeze. At the base of the hill the beautiful Cumberland, like a belt 
of silver, glided on its peaceful way. No iron-clad monitors now 
thundered upon its bosom, and the surrounding hills, no longer swept 
by the storm of battle, seemed quietly dreaming in the golden light 
that bathed their summits. Just in sight wen~ the confederate rifle­
pits. The winds and rains and stoTms of intervening years bad filled 
them nearly even with the surface of the earth, and trees as large as 
a man's body had grown upon the spot where they were dug. I looked 
upon the graves that lay around me wit.h no other feeling than that 
of reverence and respect. The grave t.h.a.t contains the ashes of one 
who bad faith enough in hi~ cause to die for it, whether his cause and 
mine were the same or not, could never fail to command from me the 
homage due to integrity of purpose and lofty courage. As I walked 
amid those gr~vea I aske.d myself the question, "Did these men die 
in vain f Is the Union they fought to save never to be restored save 
i·n theory and in name t Is the sectional strife that preceded and pro­
duced the war to still pursue this unhappy country like a sleepless 
and remorseless Nemesis'" 

But the place and its associations called up in my mind thoughts 
of other men. They, too, with that sublime faith in the justice of 
their cause which forms the martyr's crown and the hero's passport 
to immortality, had found a soldier's sepulcher. But no grateful 
government had gathered their bones into magnificent cemeteries, 
adorned with all that wealth can command or taste euggest to beau­
tify those cities of the dead. Thousands of them sleep f:lr away from 
the homes of their childhood, in the deep bosom of forests, where hu­
man footst.eps rarely tread. The birds of the wild-wood sing their 
morning and evening hymns above their unrecorded graves. No 
monumental marble stands sentinel at the spot where they sleep and 
no ancestral oak shall ever throw its welcome shadow above their 
heroic dust. By many their names are cast out as evil and hands are 
not wanting that would write the word "traitor" as the epitaph upon 
their tombs. But no amount of detraction can shake my faith in 
their integrity and no temptation of power or position ever make me 
false to their memories. My blood must turn to water and my heart 
become as cold as death can make it before I can consent to assail 
their motives while they lived or insult the humble graves in which 
they sleep. I know they were actuated by purposes &a pure, by a 
courage as high as ever followed any banner or illustrated the annals 
of any land. It is not only uncharitable but unjnst to regard every 
man who followed the fortunes of the lost cause as a conscious traitor, 
devoid of honor and unworthy of trust. Reason rejects such a view 
of the subject as absurd, justice stamps it as 1.mtrue, and the muse of 
history will decline to transfer it to · her immortal pal:?e. Questions 
that rallied so many thousands, as well educated politically as the 
American masses, to the battle-field for their solution must have had, 
did have two sides to them. Is it, then, fair or rational for the strong 
and victorious party to assume that their vanquished antagonists bad 
neither l:eaaon nor plausibility on their side, but were actuated in all 

they did by hearts regardless of all social duty and fatally bent on 
mischief¥ I would srt.y to the entire northern people, if my humble 
voice could reach them, that history has furnished no example where 
large masses of men have periled life, property, home, wife, children, 
all that man loves most fondly, all .for which he dies most willingly, 
in a cause which they believed to be wicked and unholy. Believe as 
firmly as you please that their jndgment was at fault and that their 
views were wholly erroneous. We do not ask yon or expect you to 
believe as we believed on the dead issues of the war. 

Our opinions are generally the outg;owth of education and associ­
ation. If, then, your brother, differently educated, differently located, 
and differently surrounded, has, in your view of t]le case, erred in his 
judgment or action, charge not upon him his error as a crime, not to 
be forgiven in this world or the next. Put yours~lf in his place, and 
answer at the bar of conscience whether under similar circumstances 
you might not have done the same thing. Go a step further. Let 
him put himself in your place, and answer honestly how yon would 
have him regard and treat you. "Therefore all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." 

llnt it is sometimes urged as a matter of complaint and an evidence 
of disloyalty that the peeple of the South have joined what is termed 
the secession democracy. I invoke the attention of every candid n.nd 
intelligent northern republican to a few suggestions on this subject. 
I will take my own case, not referring to myself in any spirit of ego­
tism, but because my case illustrates tha.t of thousands of others. 

From my .Polit~cal in~a.ncy, I was a member of the whig party, to 
the da.y of Its chssolntwn, and acted and vored against the fleruo­
cratic party in all political contests before the commencement of t.he 
war. When tbe war was over I returned to my home, with no other 
purpose, intention, or desire than to obey the laws n.nd strive aR best 
I could to make ~n honest living. Very soon, a sweeping act of dis­
franchisement wna passed by a body known in the nomenclature of the 
times as the Brownlow Legislature. In the county where I live, con­
taining a voting population of about five thousand, not more tlla.n 
two hundred white men were allowed to vote at all. Tbe power 
given to the governor in the appointment of registration officers was 
arbitrary aud absolute. If such officers dared to register voters 
whom the executive did not wish registered, the re()'istration was set 
aside and the rAcalcitrant officials removed and othe_rs appointed in 
their places. Thus, virtually, the right of the citizen to vote de­
pended upon the will of the governor. Under this system, the voting 
in my county was done by the recently-enfranchised colored people. 
I have stood upon the streets of the town where I live, and seen as 
many as two thousand of these colored voters, marching to the polls 
in solid column, under the leadership of a carpet-bagger-~ strn.nger 
to our people, while scarcely a tax-payer in the county was allowed 
to approach the ballot-box. 

It is true I had been conquered, the cause I had espoused l1ad uecn 
lost, and the banner I had followed through the storm of battle had 
been furled forever, but I still bad the instincts, the feelings, and the 
sensibilities of a man who was born free-and all candid men must 
admit, whatever they may think of the propriety or justice of tbe 
law in questi~n, that the system wasnotveryha.ppilyframed or man­
aged to induce me to become a member of tlte republican party. By 
what. to us seemed a providential disagreement between the leadel'S 
of the republican party in Tennessee, that State, sooner than her sis­
ters of the South, passed from under the yoke, and in 1870 was ena­
bled to call a convention of her representative men who framed a 
constitution which conferred upon every man in the State, white and 
colored, the right of suffrage. During those dark years of proscrip­
tion and passion you of the North can uever know with what anxiety 
and apprehension we watched th~ infnriate<l march of the dominant 
party over the barriers of the Constitution in the direction of our 
subjugation. From the serried ranks of that party scarce a gleam of 
magnanimity could be discerned or a word of kindness and generosity 
heard. The only voices raised in our behalf, pleading for the guar­
antees of the Constitution, for oblivion of the past, came from the 
democratic party. They expressed confidence in our plighted honor, 
they held out the hand of greeting, and spoke to us words of kindness. 

The Freedmen's Bureau was established as one of the inventions 
sent to plague us, the agents of which robbed the colored man with 
one han~ and scattered the seeds of distrust between him and his for­
mer master with the other, thus destroying any system of labor by 
which we might hope to repair our waste places and rebuild our shat­
tered fortunes. The carpet-baggers descended upon us like the locusts, 
and t-he scalawags sprung up amon~ us like the lice of Egypt. These 
things may have been blessings in aisguise, but they were so well dis­
guised that we ought not to be censured if we failed to perceive just 
where the blessing came in. · Could Louisiana be expected to lift her 
long, bony hands in token of gratitude for the gift of a Kellogg, a 
Packard, and a Casey; Arkansas to throw up her hat for the repub­
lican party for the inestimable boon of a CLAYTON and a McClure f 
Could Mississippi be called on to sing peans of praise for the reign of 
Adelbert Ames, the son-in-law of his father-in-law; Alabama to kneel 
in thankfulness at the shrine of a Busteed and a SPENCER, or Georgia 
to sing hosannas in the wake of a Bullock and a Blodgett Y 

Would you expect old Virginia, standing amid the graves of her 
illustrious dead, to sing the song of jubilee over l.Jn<lerwood and 
Wells; or North Carolina to be thankful for the distiuguishetl honor 
of having Holden to rule over her; or Tennessee to kincllo bon-tires 
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for the services of those loyal men who composed a legislature with­
out constituents and entailed upon her tax-payers a deiJt under which 
they are now staggering f Or poor old South Carolina. in rags and 
wretchedness, trembling with the palsy of reconstruct.ion through 
every limbo! her wasted body to throw her arms around the repub­
lican party for fastening upon her the vampires that have sucked her 
blood and the vultures that are picking her carcass' No, gentlemen, 
of the republican party, you have none to blame but yourselves for 
the unanimity with which the white people of the South have allied 
themselves with the democratic party. Your leaders in the hour of 
our sore trouble, humiliation, and despair denounced us as rebels and 
traitors, having but two rights, one to die and the other to be damned. 
You inaugurated, confessedly outside of the Con!!titution, a system of 
reconstiUction that bas made some portions of the South a waste 
howling wilderness, and that which once rejoiced and blossomed as 
the rose a desert and a solitary place. 

I am not now animadverting upon your motives. I am speaking 
of results. Had your statesmen possessed the magnanimity, t.he broad 
and comprehensive patriotism, the grasp of tho situation which would 
have lift.ed them above the passions and resentments of the hour, how 
different would have been the result to you as a party and to us as a 
people. If you could ba>e said t.o the mutilated and bleeding South, 
"We have been enemies in war, let us be f1·iends in peace. You have 
fought us like brave men, long and well, but we are victorious and 
can afford to be generous. You give us your word of honor that you 
accept the situation, we believe you-we are willing to trust you. 
'fake your war-wasted country into your own hands and build it up. 
All the aid that we, who now control this powerful Government, can 
give you in restoring prosperity to your section shall be freely given. 
\Ve believe you have grievously ened, but it is human t.o err. The 
past is in the eternal past, let us make the future as uright and happy 
as time and our joint efforts can make it, and we bid you God-speed in 
all your undertakings to build up your ruined fortunes." If the re­
publican party could. have risen to this height, they would have been 
to-day far stronger in the South and the whole country far more pros­
perous and happy. But instead of this policy which the situat.ion 
demanded and a wise statesmanship would have adopted, the colored 
man, but recently emancipated !rom slavery, necessarily ignorant of 
all system of Government, was, with a stroke of the pen, enfranchised; 
the power to control the destinies of great States placed in his unskill­
ful band.'!, while the intellect antl culture of the South were forced 
into the background, a course which has entailed upon both mces 
curses from which it will take them years to reco'\'"er. 

I am aware that at the close of the war the republican party mani­
fested great solicitude for the welfare of the emncipat.ed slaves. Of 
this I do not complain. It wa~ the duty of the Government to see to 
it that the riegro wa~ protected by the laws of the country. But it 
was a great mistake to assume that the emancipated slave and his 
former master were natural enemies, and that the efforts of the mas­
ter would be directed to the maltreatment and oppression of his former 
slaves. The behavior of the colored people during the war forms a 
record of which as a race they may well be proud. Their conduct 
under the trying circumstances that surrounded them _disappointed 
both the n.orthern and southern people. It was expected at the North 
that they would, under the accumulated wrongs of years, eagerly rush, 
when the means were put into their hands, to take vengeance on their 
oppressors. At the South it was feared that, inflamed by appeals 
to their p~sions, they w-ould use their newly-acquired freedom by 
seizing the torch of the incendiary and filling the land wi~h all the 
horrors of a vindictive and licentious insurrection. But they did 
neither. In thousands of instances, when the ma~ter was out in the 
confederate army1 the faithful negro remained at home with the wife 
and children until the close of the war, protecting and supporting 
them. This couTse on the part of the colored race demonstrated two 
things: First, that the northern people had misconceived the ~xtent 
of the sufferings of t.hat race under the institution of slavery, and had 
consequently exaggerated the wrongs which they had to avenge; 
and secondly, that the colored man had more principle and honor than 
the southern people had given him credit for. Left to themselves, 
without the baleful influence of the bureau, the carpet-bagger, and 
the premature bestowal of the ballot, the two races at the South 
would have adjusted themselves in their new relations to each other 
far more speedily, harmoniously, and satisfactorily. The conflicts 
that have taken plaoo in the South between them, greatly exaggera­
ted for party effect and earnestly deprecated by the ma~s of our citi­
zens, have had their origin and inspiration, for the most part, in the 
evil agencies thrust by the system of reconstruction between the white 
and the colored people of the South. 

It was an unfortunate day for the colored man when the advance­
ment of party interests or the suggestions of a misguided zeal for his 
welfare required him in his ignorance and inexperience to be trans­
formed into a politician. It was putting into his band an edged tool 
with whose use he was wholly unfamiliar, and it is not strange that 
he should have wounded himself in handling it. The .whole race, 
manipulated oy the cunning hand of the carpet-bagger, went ever en 
masse to the republican party, and became under the influences that 
controlled them the oppressors of the white race among whom they 
lived and whose friendship and good-will every instinct of interest 
would have le<l them to cultivate, if they had been left to choose their 
own course. They could not hope to live forever under the shadow 

of United States bayonets or to remain for all time in a state of quasi 
infancy as wards ·of the Government. All these agencies must neells 
be withdrawn at some time, and tho colored man be thrown upon his 
own resources to shape his own destiny. Even the carpet-bagger in 
time 

Would fold his tents, like the Arabs, 
And silently steal away, 

after he had stolen everything else he could lay his hands on. It was 
the most natural thing in the world that the colored people shoultl 
ha.ve formed an a.lliance with the republican party. With their feel­
ings alienated from the southern peop 1 e by their unfortunate surround­
ings-not able to detect and most unlikely to suspect th~ motives of 
those who controlled them, filled with gratitude to the republican 
party for their newly-acquired freedom, ignorant of politics and 
parties-it would indeed have been strange if they all bad not rushed 
into the arms of that party. But a division of political sentiment 
among them is only a question of time. As they become erlucated 
and learn to think, they will inevitably divide. And it will be an 
am~picious day for them when this division takes place, when they be­
come factore in the success of both parties, thus interesting both in 
the maintenance of their rights and the elevation of their race. The 
South is more directly interested in the education of the colored man 
than the North; for, as he lives in the South and casts h.iS vote there, 
it is among the southern people that his political power must be felt 
for weal or woe. 

Although we believe that the negro was clothed with all the rights 
of citizenship too soon for his own good and for ours, no one proposes 
to undo what has been done or to deprive him of the rights be enjoys 
under the law. AB he has been made a citizen by law, let him be 
made one in fact, by enlightening his mind and teaching him to think 
for himself. If one man does the thinking for a thousand they will 
be mere instruments in his hands, and like dumb driven cattle, obey 
his voice. But let each be taught to think for himself, and the con­
stitution of the human mind will insure a diversity of opinion. Al­
ready the more intelligent of the colored race are beginning to per­
ceive the unwisdom of thrusting citizenship upon them immediately 
after their emancipation, the failure of the reconstruction measures 
to promote their welfa1·e, and the advantage to them of cultivating 
friendly political relations with the people among whom they aro 
destined to live. 

In the recent national convention held by the colorecl people at 
Nashville, Tennessee, the ablest speech made beforo that body was 
delivered by Senator C. S. Smith, of Alabama, a colored man and 
delegate t.o the convention. Among other things, he said : 

Now, every intelligent man will bear me out that it would ha"e been far better 
for the General Government, upon the emancipation of thA negro, to have given 
the black man a. spelling book rather than the ballot-box:. One of the great mis· 
takes which the Governmont made in its reconstruction policy wM to mvest the 
colored people of this country, just emergin:! from slavery, with the rights of citi­
zenship. I am honest in my convictions. But complaint never remedies an evil. 
As I remarked before, when these poor colored men were left to paddle their own 
canoe they clrifted out to sea. without a pilot, rudder, or compass. Then came the 
carpet-baggers, adventurers, and robbers, who cast about and took the colored man 
into their piratical craft and became his leaders. 

And again he says: 
I give the republican party a place in the third heaven of my gratitudeandaffee. 

tions, but I will tell you the republican party has failed to restore law, peace, and 
order in this country, and it has failed to relieve the distressed in time of need. 

He further proceeds: 
I am surprised at the obstinacy of colored men, who shut their eyes to facts. 

Turn your backs upon those things which are real, blindly follow the lead of farty 
and not principle, follow t.be lead of men that have damned u~ in the past am who 
will damn us in the futm·e, and you will have cause to deeply regret it. l£t us 
strike hands with the indepenclent conset·vative element of the South. 

The Nashville Daily American, in whose columns the speech was 
published and from which I have taken the above extracts, says of the 
manner in which the speech was received: 

As he closed he was greeted with deafening applause. Members of the conven· 
tion congratulated him, and men, both white and black, rushed upon him from be­
hind the baT and from the galleries and took him cordially by the hand. 

:Much has been said and written of the outrages committed by the 
white people of the South upon the colored people, and our whole 
population have been represented as indulging toward the emanci­
pated slaves a feeling of Vindictive ha,te and merciless persecution. 
Outrages have occurred in different localities of the South, very much 
to the regret and against the wishes of the order-loving people of 
our section. If, under the trying circumstances surrounding both 
races, conflicts had nowhere occurred, and outrages have been no­
where committed, it would have been a standing miracle in the 
history of human affairs. The wonder is, not that now and then, 
and here and there, these lawless demonstrations _have been made, 
but that they have not boen more general and frequent. Why, then, 
brinO' against a whole people a sweeping charge of inhumanity 
and iawless violence for occasional excesses, which are tile necessary 
incidents and the legitimate outgrowth of the situation' 

I again call on all fair-minded men of the North who love truth and 
justice to put themselves in our place. Suppose you had been con· 
quered, your property destroyed, your families reduced to poverty, 
your homes made desolate ; aud after you had surrendered your arms 
and given your paroles of honor, the control of your States had been 
taken from yom hancls, an ignorant population, yom former slaves, 
put iu control of your State governments, you disfranchised a.nd al-
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Jowed no priYilege, save that of paying taxes to snpport a government 
carried on hy these ignorant antl irresponsible voters, manipnlated by 
adveutm·ers, strangers to you, who left their own section of the conn­
t.ry for their connt.ry's good and your oppression; in a word, suppose 
yon bad been called on to pass tbTongh the fiery crucil>le of recon­
struction. I ask every honest man in the North, do yon think you 
would lta.ve been able to so coutrol all cia scs of your population that 
no outrages would bn.ve occurred, no outbreaks have taken place Y 
Go feel wb3>t we ha\e felt, p;o sufter what wa have suffered, go sub­
mit to what we have submitted to, and then judge us as you shall 
hope to be judged at that great bar where no subterfuge can bide the 
truth and no self-righteousness evaue the fiat of inexorable justice. 
'Ve have Jaw Jess men among us; so have you, so have all communities 
and all States. None of us carr afford to be weighed in millennia! 
balances. 

I believe as firmly as I believe I am standing on this floor, that if 
our positions had been reversed, and yon bad been placed in our sit­
uation and we in yours, there would have been as many, if not more 
outrages with you than there have been with us. Our war exp\3ri­
ence was far different from that of the North. Our people whore­
mained at home, and those who went to the field were subjected to a 
discipline of hardship and a trial of pat.ience that the northern peo­
ple, who were growing rich all the while, and the Federal soldiers, 
who were well supplied with all t.he necessaries, aud even such 6f the 
luxuries of life as the camp would allow, knew nothing of. And there 
would have been mauy more outTages in the South but for the high 
courage of our people, who, thus traiuetl in the eevere school of pri­
vation during the wa1·, determine(l that they would suffer and be 
strong, and eouure manfully all the multiplied evils that beset them, 
in the hope that a better (lay wou1d dawn upon them. 

The problem between the races will work it.self out, and a.U the 
sooner a.nd better if the fanatic and the demagogue can get their own 
consent to leave the matter to the parties more immediately inter­
est-ed 'in its solution, under the guidance and supervision of a Divine 
P1·ovidence whose counsels we cannot inform and whose methods we 
cannot improve. 

But it is said that the people of the South have shoWII their disloy­
alty to the Government by electing to Congress men who were en­
gageu in the rebellion, and by way of derision this is called the ex­
confederate House of Representatives. No man occupies a seat upon 
this floor who is not by the law of a republican Congress made eligi­
ble thereto. When you removed the political disablities of those 
southern men who ocuupy seats upon this floor, for which I give you 
all credit and honor, you by that act proclaimed to the world that 
there was no reason in your opinion against their filling any position 
of trust or honor to which their fellow-citizens might see fit to elect 
them. Whom did you expect the southern people would elect to Con­
gress when yon pa seu your amnesty bill, and by repeate(l private 
act.s removed the uisabilities of such as had been in rebellion' With 
comparatively few exceptions, the men of intellect and cultivation in 
the South were all engaged in the rebellion in either a civil or military 
capacity. The people of their section were in full accord and sympathy 
with them. They belted on their swords and knapsacks iu obedience 
to pr with the full approbation of their fellow-citizens among whom 
they lived. Why, then, when the war was over, when a republican 
Congress had by their amnesty acts said there was no longer any 
cause for treating these men as unworthy or unsafe to hold office, 
should you suppose that their fellow-citizens would regard them as 
only fit subjects of proscription and nnworthyof promotion f The peo­
ple of the South did not, and do not now, so regard the men who went 
to the front, and. for four long and l>loody years imperilled their lives 
in a cause which not only they, but those for whom they fought, be­
lieved to be right. Nor do the people of the South regard the southern 
man who honestly and from principle adhered to the Union during 
the war as unworthy of their confidence and support. They fully 
recognize his right to his opinions, and respect him for, a conscien­
tious adherence to them. This claas of high-minded and honorable 
men must not be confounded with the scalawag. Nor do our people 
withhold t·heir respect and support from the Federal soldier, nor the 
hpnorable northern man who settles among ns as a citizen, and does 
not come to spy out our liberties and defame our character. Let these 
he carefully distinguished from the carpet-bagger. 

But there is a class of men born in the South whom our people de­
spise,. and for whom they feel a contempt which they do not seek to 
disguise. They are men who, in the earlier days of the war, when the 
confederate fla~ floated in the breezes of victory ,shouted more loudly 
than any one else for the South, but who, when the night of misfor­
tune gathered around us, took advantage of the darkness to desert 
their associates, and with loud professions of loyalty to the Union 
and love for the old flag leaped into the arms of the stronger side, 
simply because it was stronger. Tiley were actuated by the same mo­
tive which impelled Judas to desert his .Master and form a conspiracy 
with tile Jews to put him to death-with this difference in favor of 
Judas, he had conscience enough left, when be had time to reflect 
upon the baseness of his act, to throw away the money that bought 
him, and to ~o out and hang himself-while the scalawag still lives, 
bolds on to the price he was paid, cries for more, and much to the an­
noyance, in many instances of his new-found friends, clings hke a 
barnacle to the republican ship. 

\Vhcn they came to you with denunciations of their former associ-

ates and love for the old flag on their lips, you would have been more 
respectable as a party in the So nth if you had said to them, as John 
the Baptist said to the Pharisees who crowded to his baptism on th~ 
banks of the Jordan," 0, generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to flee the wrath to come 7" They joined you for the loaves and 
fishes; cut off their rations and they will turn upon you and rend 
you. They belong to a race whose instincts lead them to wag tile 
tail and bark, whether the bone that wins their hearts is thrown 
from a northern or a southern hand. You may tilink a man of thi~ 
character more trustworthy, one in whose hands the honor antl glory 
of this country would be more safe than with the man who facecl yotl 
in the red honr of battle upon the fieJUs of Gettysburgh ana Chicka­
mauga, who followed the fortunes of the confederacy, until, surren­
dering his arms at Appomattox, be dropp-ed a tear upon the grave 
where his cause was buried, gave his parole of honor to fight no more, 
and turned his melancholy footsteps toward his ruined home. But 
I beg leave to differ with you. In the bands of the man who gave up 
fortune, abandoned his home, welcomed hardship and suffering, en­
uured the fatigue of the long march, the monotony of the camp, the 
horrors of the hospital, the peltings of the storm iu the lonely l>iv­
ouac, and facP.d the dangers of tho battle-field, the flag of this coun­
try would be far safer than iu the hands of all the deserter that ever 
bent the pregnant binges of the knee that thrift might follow fawn­
ing. One drop of ilis blood would enrich the veins of a thousand 
scalawags. If yon expect our people to elect such creatures to repre­
Bent them here, they will earnestly ask you to excuse them. They 
have too much respect for the honorable representatives of the re­
publican part.y upon this floor to force such an association upon them. 

But it is said that the people of the Soutbnot only believed during 
the war that they were right on the issues involved in the struggle, 
but that they still think so. Well, suppose they do. What {lifference 
does it make what any man's opinion may be to-day upon the abstract 
question of whowasrightorwrongin the war. All agree thatt.beques­
tions, whatever they were, whatever of right or wrong, of merit or de­
merit they possessed, have been forever settled, and settled against 
the South. If there is even a moderately well-informed man at the 
North who believes that the southern people intend or desi.re or hope 
or dream of reviving those issues or t,bat conflict, his ignorance of the 
truth upon that subject is so dense that I shonld despair of evidence 
or argument ever being able to reach him. The idea is so absurd that 
I would feel absurd myself in adverting to it, if it was not frequently 
used by the demagogue to arouse his constituents and excite their 
distrust of us. Our people no more think of resurrecting those ques­
tions tha.n t.hey would think of exhuming the bones of tho e who fell 
in their defense frorp the lonely wave-yards where they are crumbling 
into dust. Their abstract opimons upon those points have no more 
to do with their fealty to the decision whicil the supreme ariJiter, tbe 
sword, has made in the premises, than would their opinions upon tbe 
decline and fall of the Roman Empire. 

There are not in all tile South, outside of her lunatic asylums, fifty 
men whose opinions are of sufficient importance to be known five 
miles from their homes who do not believe and feel that it is th~ir 
duty and their interest and the duty and interest oft he people of their 
section to bear allegiance to the Government of the Umted States 
with all the good faith that honest men can exercise aod to reman(! 
all such questions to the impartial judgment of history, to whose de­
crees both sides must submit w hetber they are willing or not. Before 
that august tribunal where the causes of nations are determined we 
shall file our record, expect to be represented, and ask to be heard. 
We desire that posterity shall do simple justice to our motives anrl 
that our memories shan not pass to the generations that are to come 
after us coupled with disgrace. We mean, as far as in us lies, to pre­
serve unchanged and nnmutilated the materials out of which the his­
torian shall construct our side of the story of the war. We should 
certainly be lost to all sense of honor and unworthy the name of men 
if we could consent, in silence and withont a prot.est, to pass into his­
tory so covered with infamythat our descendants would blush at the 
mention of our names and deny the ancestry from whom they sprang; 
and this is the whole of it. 

The effort to go through the minds and hearts and consciences of 
the souther11. people with a lighted candle to ascertain if there are 
lurking in their hidclen recesses any opinions or sympathies or feel­
ings that a loyal man ought to have expelled is a vain and f-utile un­
dertaking. Since the world began neither the ingenuity of bate nor 
the omnipotence of power has ever been able to invent a process by 
which the mind can be manipulated and its thoughts controlled or 
the heart entered and robbed of its memories. This is haJlowed ground 
on which God has decreed that no ty~:ant shall ever set his foot. No 
legislative enactments can reach it, no sheriff with his posse oontitatus 
can search it, no detective can explore it, and no army invade it. It 
is a fort that caunot be taken, a citadel that cannot be stormed, for 
the angels of God stand guard upon its parapets and their flaming 
swords turn every way to defend its approaches. 
' What we think of the past, how many tears we 6hed on t}le graves 
of our dead, how sacredly we enshrine t.heir memories in our hearts, 
are questions Which belong to us, and to no one else. 'Vhat we think 
of the present and what we propo e to do in the future are questions 
that affect us and our children and you and your children. 

Mr. Chairman, since I have had th.c honor of a eat upon this floor 
I have been a silent but not uninterested spectator of what bas trans-
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pired around me. I have witnessed with pain and deep regret ex­
hibitions of unfriendly feeling toward the section of the country 
which I in part represent. The very :first week of the session was 
signalized by an assault on the part of a distinguished gentleman 
from whom I had expected better things. I had been led to believe 
that be was a gentleman of broad and liberal views and felt kindly 
toward the unfortunate people of my section, who, if they have sinned, 
have also suffered much. I had been induced to think that h(\ was 
too magnanimous to strike a fallen foe and too chivalrous to make 
an attack where he knew no antagonist could meet him on equal 
ground to make a defense. But when I saw him ransacking the 
grave-yards of the war for material with ~hich to blacke~ th~ char­
acter of a whole people and to arouse passiOns that every rnstmct of 
patriotism demanded him to repress, I was reluctantly compelled to 
change my opinion of him. 

While the gentleman from Maine [Mr. BLATh~] was pouring ont 
his torrents of bitter denunciation against Jefferson Davis, I could 
not avoid running a parallel in my mind between his conrsc and tha.t 
of another no less distinguished statesman of the republican party. 
When the pale prisoner of Fortress Monroe lay m:macled upon the 
cold floor of his dungeon, bearing in his feeble and emaciated body 
the sins of his whole people, Horace Greeley, actuated by an impulse 
which will form a crown of glory to his memory forever, went through 
a torm of iudignaut opposition, opened the prison-doors and bade 
the captive walk out unfettered into heaven's glad sunlight once 
more. Sir, if I wished to erect a monument to moral heroism, I would 
lay the foundation-stone upon the spot where Horace Greeley signed 
the bond of Jefferson Davis! It is by such acts as these that the 
bitter memories of the war will give place to fraternal feeling. 

And here, in passing, let me say of Horace Greeley that he alone of 
all the leading statesmen of the republican party at the close of the 
war seemed possessed of those comprehensive ideas of statesmanship, 
those broad and liberal views which subsequent events have shown 
were deml:IJlded by the situation. The reverberations of hostile can­
non had scarcely died away amid the blue mountains of Virginia 
when he seizeu the silver trumpet of peace and sounded the reveille 
of reconciliation. 0 that the republican party in that critical hour, 
when statesmen were so much needed, had possessed more Horace 
Greeleys among its leading men I How much happier, how much 
more prosperous would this country be to-day I In the light of his 
illustrious example how do the exploits of the mere politician a.nd 
partisan pale their ineffectual fires. On the ante-bellum issnes and 
the is nes of the war no man, perhaps, in all the North could have 
been found more dista..o;teful to the southern people than .Mr. Greeley. 
Yet, when the war was over and he came to us with sympathy in his 
heart, words of kjndness on his lips, and t.he olive-branch in his hand, 
our pcoplo forgot the antagonisms of other days and gave him their 
support for the highest ollice in the Ropublio. This ought to be some 
oYiLlonce to the nor1 bern people that our hearts will respond to kindly 
tn .. at.wcnt and that we are willing to bury the past. 

Wucn this Congress :first convened, a few old war-broken soldiers 
who were iu the rebel army, laboring underthedelusion that the war 
''as o\'t!l', ihat they were American citizens, that they had a country, 
nnd this was its .Capitol, came t.o \Vashingt()n to run for office. Some 
of the miuor positions were given 1lo them, and so intense seems to 
lw I he f1·eling e\·en against those who occnpie(l the position of pri­
Yatc sohlier~:~, that a. resolution was introduced with the manifest ob­
ject of cxclmliug tllem from all appointments. It matters but little, 
.Mr. Chairman, with the masses of our people whether a few crippled 
rebel soldier~:~ succeed in picking up here a,nd there a ornmb that may 
fall from the Government table or not. It is the spirit displayed, the 
n1lQ of action sought to be established by inducing this Honse to sol­
emnly pass a resolution of the character indicated, that is objection­
a,ble. Those men are American citizens or they are not. If they are, 
then this resolution is unjust and improper; if they are not, and are 
not worthy to be, so declare, and leave them beyond the pale of citi­
zenship to shiver forever in the cold blasts of loyal scorn or to roast 
in the furnace of loyal hate. A nominal restoration to citizenship is 
simply a mockery, if persecntj.on is to follow in the footsteps Of par­
don and the subjects of national clemency are to become the victims 
of national spite. 

Men who claim to have been loyal in the South cannot present a 
respectful demand against the Government for payment of losses 
without provoking the declaration upon this floor that every man in 
the South who lost a mule dming the war has come here to ask the 
Government to pay him for it, when every member orr this floor 
knows full well that unless the claimant establishes his loyalty and his 
losses by compet.ent evidence he cannot receive a cent, and in many 
cases, when both points are proven, he will never get a dollar unless 
a vigorous constitution should prolon~ his life to the next centennial. 
I have heard of cases where the loyalty of the party and the losses 
susta,ined have been proven by the most indubitable testimony before 
the Departments, but without the claimant's knowledge a secret de­
tective has been dispatched, has gone silently and with noiseless step, 
returned with an adverse report, whlch the claimant is not allowed 
to see and which he has, therefore, no opportunity to refute, but on 
the faith of which hls claim is pigeon-holed, there to sleep nntil Ga­
briel blows his trumpet, when all the dead shall m·ise. As long as 
this patent-right justice is administered to southern claimants, no 
fears need be entertained of very extensive raids upon theTreasmy, 
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our manhood. To rob us of this would not enrich you and would 
make us poor indeed. Waive this demand which manhood forbids 
you to make and us to yield, and the past can be buried forever. Upon 
tuis platform we can meet and shake hands over the graves of our 
tloldiers, and under the auspices of a1·estored Union march on together 
in peace and frate1·nity to grander achievements than we have ever 
known and a future fa-r more glorious than our paRt. 

Stripped of her wealth, and, I fear, growing poorer every year; 
crippled by the war, depressed in spirit, staggering under the weight 
of accumulated debt, the South looks and longs for peace as anxiously 
as ever the mru:iner looked for the star by which be might guide his 
wandering bark a.right when "night and the tempest had gathered 
around him." If any one section of this country haB a. deeper inter­
est than another in the restoration of fraternal peace and the stabil­
ity of good govemment, the South is that section. If the northern 
people cannot briug themselves to the point of trusting the honor and 
relying on the pledges of the South, they certainly cannot be unmind­
ful of the fact that her interest in keeping the peace is fully equaled 
by her inability to break it. But "·e have no desire to break it. If 
the flag that floats over this Capitol is not our flag, we have none; if 
this is not our country, we have none; we are aliens in the land of our 
birth and exiles in the homes of our childhood. Here the bones of 
OUl' ancestors are buried, and her& we expect our dust to sleep when 
our weary feet. stand still upon the thorny road we have traveled. 
This country must be the home of our children; they will have no 
other home, no other country but this ; here they must live, here die, 
and here be buried. For party purposes our loyalty may be don bted, 
and our names sought to be dishonored and detested, but if the time 
shouJd ever come w ben a foreign enemy shall invade these shores and 
this country needs stout hearts and true to defend it, all will then see 
in that hour of trial and national danger-

Whose dripping blade and stalwart arm 
Will hew a red circle in the line, 
.And fence their country'!! flag from harm. 

Mr. Chairman, the national conventions of the two great parties 
will soon convene, when tlne or the other will nominate the man des­
tined to preside over the affairs of this great country for the next four 
years. It will be a contest fraught with momentous interest to the 
whole country, but particularly t.o the suffering South. Her people 
will look t.o it with a concern more painful and profound than they 
could regard any mere party ascendency. The struggle will possess 
enough of donbt and uncertainty on both sides to impress each one 
of the parties with the necessity of husbanding all their resources 
and putting forth all their strength. From this fact let us induJge 
the hope that each will be induced to nominate :for _that high office its 
best and broadest man. 

I do not sympathize with the desire which I have heard expressed 
by some of my political friends that the republican party may nomi­
nate some narrow and sectional partisan, whose extreme and illiberal 
views may constitute an eiement of weakness to him in the contest. 
The situation is far too grave; and the consequences of the election 
of such a man will be far too vital and disastrous to my section, for 
me to regard his nomination with any other feeling than that 6f sin­
cere deprecation. If the democratic party should fail in the colliling 
contest to elect their candidate and victory should again perch on the 
republican standard, I earnestly trust that the best, the most national, 
the most just, the most honest, and the most liberal man in all the 
republican party may be elevated to the Presidency. 

The interests of every section of the country demand as the Chief 
Executive Magistrate the services of a statesman who will stand on 
an elevation where party will not obscure his vision or passion warp 
his judgment, and who, by the exercise of a. liberal policy and a. broad 
chadty toward every section of the country, will make each State 
feel that it is a State and a component port of the .American Union. 
I hope he will have the breadth of mind t.o see that one section of this 
country cannot be given over to ruin and desolation without blas1-­
ing the other ; that the blow which kills the South must also para­
lyze the North; that he will hold the military subordinate to the civil 
authority; that he will fill the high places of the Government with 
statesmen of undoubted integrity and worthy of the high positions 
to which he may assign them; and that he will appoint to office honest 
and honorable men in every section of the country, and not a hungry 
horde of political buccaneers, who will prey upon the people and con­
sume their substance. May no corrupt rings, bloated with Treasury 
pap and wallowing on the green pastures of executive patronage, 
be allowed to rob the Government and to degrade the public service, 
and may the atmosphere that pervades his entire administration be 
so pure and healthful t.hat official integrity shall again become the 
rule, anu not the exception, in poait.ions of t.rust and honor. Such a 
President the country needs, ami to such an administration good men 
Qf all parties will give their hearty co-operation. 

God gives us men f A time like this 1lemands 
Strong minds, jZTeat hearts. true faith, and ready hands; 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 
Men who possess opinions ancl a. will; 

.Men who have honor-men who will not lie; 
Men who can stand before a demagogue, 

And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking! 
Tall men, snn cr9wned, who live above the.fog 

In public duty, and in private thinking. 

During the delivery of the remarks of Mr. HousE the hour allowed 
under t.he rule expired, and his time was extended by unanimous con­
sent, on motion of Mr. REWIIT, of Alabama. 

Mr. DAVIS obtained the floor, and yielded to 
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky, who moved that the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. JoNEs, of Kentucky, hav­

ing taken the chair a Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CLYMER reported that 
the Committ-ee of t.he Wh~le on the state of the Union had had 11nder 
consideration the bill (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations for the 
na.val service for the year ending June 30, 1877, and for other pur­
poses, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. CLYMER. I move that the Honse now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at ten o'clock and forty 

minutes p.m.) the House adjourned. 

PETITION~, ETC. 

The followin·g memorials, petitions, and other papers were presented 
at the Clerk's desk under the rule, and referred as stated : 

By Mr . .A.D.A.MS: The petition of W. D. McLean, James Stevens, and 
others, of Cohoes, Now York, envelope manufacturers, printers, and 
stationers, for such legislation as will relieve them from injurioutt 
competition by the Government through the Post-Office Department 
in the manufacture, transportation, and sale of envelopes, postal cards, 
&c., to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BASS: Remonstrance o! T. Guilford Smith and 200 other 
citizens of Buffalo, ~ew York, against the passage of the Morrison 
tariff bill, to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BLISS: The petition of Ann Vashage, widow of Adolph 
Vashage, late a private of Company L, Ninth New York Volunteers, 
for a pension, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions . . 

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of Mrs . .M:. Hart, for a pen­
sion, to the same committee. 

By Mr. CROUNSE: The petition of members of Grange 424, Pat­
rons of Husbandry, J effer~on County, Nebraska, for a return to former 
postage rates on third-class matter, to t~e Com.mittee on the Post­
Office and Ppst-Roads. 

By Mr. HOPKfNS: Resolutions of the Pittsborgh Coal Exchange, 
protesting against the construction of a bridge over the Ohio River 
at the foot o~ El~ street, Cincinnati, Obi~, and urging the passage 
of a law whwh WIJl prevent the constructiOn of bndges over navi­
gable waters that will in any manner interfere with navigation, to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LAWRENCE: The petition of J. W. Timberlake and other 
citizens of- Logan County, Ohio, that the Indian Bureau shall not be 
transferred from t.he Interior to the ·war Department, to the Com­
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By :Mr. MAcDOUGALL: The petition of 1,173 late Union soldiers 
of Iowa, for the passage of a law granting bounty land to Union 
soldiers, to the Committee on Military Affairs. · 

By Mr . .McF .A.RLAND. The petition of George W. Huntsman, of 
Hawkms County, Tennessee, for a peru;ion, to the Committee on In-. 
valid Pensions. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Pleasant H. Starnes, late a cap­
tain in the Eighth Tenne see Cavalry, for pay as a captain from the 
17th day of Sept-ember, 1863, to the 7th day of April, 1864, to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Mary A. Andes, widow of Adam Andes, de­
ceased, a private in Captain Hartsell's Company, Lillard's Regi­
ment, United States Army, in the war qf 1812, to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of John C. Hawley, that the Secre­
tary of War be directed to enroll his name as a. veteran volunteer as 
though he had enlisted as such under the provisions of the joint reso­
lution of Congress approved July 13, 1864, providing for the re-en­
listment during the continuance of the rebellion Of veteran soldiers 
whose term of service was then about to expire, he being prevented 
from re-enlisting by rea on of his being held as a prisoner of war by 
the rebels, to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. STENGER: The petition of 10 citizens of McConnellsburgh, 
Fulton County, Peunsylvania, against makillg any change in the tariff 
laws at the present time, to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

IN SENATE. 

FRIDAY, Jfay 19, 1876. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The PRESIDENT pro tentpore. The Secretary will read the Journal 

of yesterday's proceedings. 
.Mr. MORTON. May I inquire if the court is not to meet at twelve 

o'clock to-day f 
The PRESIDENT p1·o tumpore. It is; but the Chair supposed the 

Journal could be read, unle s some Senator objected. 
Mr. H.Al\fLIN. Yes; let the Journal be read. · 
.Mr. EDMUNDS. Let both journals be r@ad. 
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