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IN SENATE.

TUESDAY, February 29, 1876.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D.
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

> EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the followin
message from the President of the United States; which was referr
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

EXECUTIVE MANXSION,
February 23, 1876,
To the Benate and House of Representatives :
I lay before you herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, of

date Sith instant, npon the subject of the deficiency of supplies at the Red Clond J

agency, Nebraska.

This matter has been already presented to you by the Secretary, and the House
of Representatives has requested an investigation by a military oflicer of the cause
of this deficiency. I have taken proper steps to comply with this request of the
House; but the present need of supplies is not disputed. A prolonged delay in
furnishing provisions to these Indians will canse great distress, and be likely to

mmlko ds on white settlements, and possibly lead to a general outb: of

ostilities, -

1 therefore deem it proper to invite your attention to the immportance of early and
favorable action upon the estimates heretofore and herewith submitted.

These estimates and the views of the Secretary in regard to this emergency meet
with my full conenrrence, and I recommend that the appropristions asked for be
made at the earlieat day practicable.

TU. 8. GRANT.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica-
tion from the Department of Agriculture, in obedience to the resolu-
tion of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of the 25th instant, transmitting to the Senate twenty-four hundred
and fourteen copies of the annual report of this Department for the
year 1873, accompanied with a list of the names of Senators to whom
the same report has already been sent during the present session, with
the number of copies sent to each; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed.

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED.

The following bills from the House of Representatives were sever-
ally read twice by their titles, and referred as indicated below :

X bill (H. R. No. 21) supplementary to the third section of the act
entitled “An act to divide the State of Virginia into two judicial dis-
tricts—to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A bill (H. R. No. 37) for the relief of William H. Nessle—to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

A bill (H. R. No. 42) granting a pension to Francis Bernard—to the
Committee on Pensions.

A bill (H. R. No. 80) granting a pension to Elizabeth B. Dyer, widow
of Alexander B. Dyer, late brigadier-general, and Chief of Ordnance,
United States Army—to the Committee on Pensions.

A bill (H. R. No. 81) for the relief of Wilber F. Chamberlain, of
Lewis County, Missouri—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

A bill (H. R. No. 111) granting a pension to David J. Garrett—to
the Committee on Pensions.

A bill (H. R. No. 216) granting a pension to Henry Schuetberg, of
Indiana, Pennsylvania—to the Committee on Pensions.

A bill (H. R. No. 362) granting a pension to William J. Simms—to
the Committee on Pensions.

A bill (H. R. No. 597) for the relief of Anderson J. Smith—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

A bill (H. R. No. 632) granting a pension to Morris Dwight—to the
Committee on Pensions.

A bill (H. R. No. 859) for the benefit of Andrew Williams, of Weak-
ley County, Tennessee—to the Committee on Public Lands.

A bill (H. R. No. 1118) granting a pension to Mrs. Jane Dulaney—to
the Committee on Pensions.

A Dbill (H. R. No. 1348) granting a pension to Ruth Isabelle Nay-
lor—to the Committee on Pensions.

A bill (H. R. No. 1460) granting a pension to Lidia A. Morris, widow
of the late John K. Morris, Company A, Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cav-
alry—to the Committee on Pensions. >

i bill (H. R. No. 1591) to pay De Witt C. Senter, of Tennessee, mile-
age and per diem for appearin
committee of the Forty-first

under smmmons as witness before a
ongress—to the Committee on Pen-

sions.

A bill (H. R. No. 1592) to re-imburse Horace Glover for property nn-
lawfully seized and sold by the United States Government—to the
Committee on Claims.

A bill (H. R. No. 1807) for the relief of Anthony Lawson, surviving
partner of the firm of Lawson & Brewis, of Alexandria, Virginia—
to the Committee on Finance.

A bill (H. R. No. 1808) for the relief of Daniel Wormer, of Albany,
New York—to the Committee on Claims.

A bill (T1. R. No. 1809) granting a pension to John A. Stewart—to
the Committee on Pensions.

A bill (}I. R. No. 1310) granting a pension to Elizabeth R. Hull—to
the Committee on Pensions. *

A bill (1I. R. No. 1811) granting a pension to Fannie E. Records—
to the Committee on Pensions.

A joint resolution (H. IR. No. 58) anthorizing an issue of clothing to

certain enlisted men of ComXE!;y C, Sixth United States Cavalry—to
the Committee on Milita 1T8.

A joint resolution (H. K. No. 63) concerning the Centennial Auto-
graphic Register of . B. Taylor and E. W, Bixby—to the Committee
on the Library.

The bill (H. R. No. 29) for the relief of First Lieutenant Henry
Jnc:m{m, Seventh Cavalry, United States Army, was read twice by
its title.

Mr. INGALLS. That bill is an exact transcript of a bill intro-
duced in the Senate and acted npon favorably by the Committee on
Claims. If now stands upon the Calendar, and to save the trouble
of another reference and another report, I would ask the indulgence
of the Senate that it may be acted npon now.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read at length, sub-
ject. to objection.

The Chief Clerk read the bill.

Mr. EDMUNDS. The bill had better be referred.

Mr. INGALLS. It has been referred and acted upon favorably by
the Committee on Claims and is now on the Calendar with the re-
port of the committee.

Mr. WRIGHT. Will my friend be good enough to state its order on
the Calendar? i

Mr. INGALLS. I ask the Clerk to procure the files and read the
report of the committee.

r. EDMUNDS. Let it go over until to-morrow, and we can look
at the report.

Mr. WRIGHT. I think my friend from Kansas had better let it go
over until to-morrow. I do not remember any such bill as that re-
ported from the Committee on Claims.

Mr. INGALLS. It was reported by the Senator from Alabama not
now in his seat, [ Mr. SPFB.%ICER.%m

Mr. WRIGHT. The Senator from Alabama is not a member of the
Committee on Claims.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senate bill No. 27 was reported by
the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. INGALLS. What is its order of business 7

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is No.70in the order of busi-

ness.

Mr. INGALLS. On the top of page 5 in the current Calendar.

Mr. WRIGHT. I was very certain that no such bill had been be-
fore the Committee on Claims.

Mr. INGALLS. It was reported from the Committee on Military
Affairs of the Senate.

Mr. WRIGHT. 1 think that is the case; buf I think the bill had
better be passed over until to-morrow, or at least that it shonld have
a reference.

Mr. INGALLS. I cannot understand the necessity for any further
reference because it has been already acted upon by the Committee
on Military Affairs and reported by it.

Mr’. EDMUNDS. Am I to understand that there is a printed re-

rh

Mr. INGALLS. Thereis; and I ask that it be read.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the bill go over until to-morrow and we can
look at the report. The matter has never been up before. The Sen-
ator does not object to that course !

Mr. INGALLS. No, sir, I have no objection.

SeMl.E.oEPMUNDS' It will not make any special difference to the
nator

Mr. INGALLS. Nothing, except that this officer’s accounts have
remained suspended for I think two or three years in consequence of
the failure of Congress to pass a bill in his favor. It isan act of sim-
ple justice to him, and certainly it ought to have the immediate ac-
tion of the Senate.

Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not look so clear to me.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Vermont ob-
iect to the present consideration of the bill?

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir.

The PRESIDENT tempore. The bill will lie on the table.

Mr. EDMUNDS. t the bill be printed. It is a House bill and
ought to be printed.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order to print will be made.
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. McMILLAN. I present a petition of citizens of Minnesota,
[lrrayiug for the establishment of a semi-weekly mail-route from Al-

any Station to Leedston, in that State. I beg leave to say that
the petition is directed to the Postmaster-General, but it is evidently
intended for the Senate. I move its reference to the Committee on
Post-Offices and Post-Roads.

The motion was to.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the petition of O. N. Bancroft
and several other citizens of Ocean County, New Jersey, praying that
Treasury notes be received for taxes, duties, &c., and be made inter-
oha:‘;gaable for Government bonds, and that the bank eurrency may
be reduced 25 per cent. annually and supplied by greenbacks; which
was referred to the Committee on Finance. :

Mr. WINDOM presented the petition of 1,104 citizens of Wisconsin,
praying for an appropriation to complete the Fox River improve-
ment and for the construction of a canal along the Wisconsin River
from Portage City to Prairie dn Chien, Wisconsin, according to the
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third plan recommended by General Warren ; which was referred to
the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of William-Aldrich, president of
the Merchants’ Exchange, and other merchants of Chicago, Illinois,
praying for the repeal of the bankrupt law; which was referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

He also presented the petition of Field, Lester & Co., John V. Far-
well & Co., Stettaur Brothers, and other leading merchants of Chi-
cago, praying for the repeal of the bankrupt law, the repeal to take
effect at a date not later than July 1, 1876 ; which was referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

He also presented the petition of Nicholas Vedder, late additional

ymaster United States Army, praying to be allowed a credit of
gf,.":()() in the settlement of his accounts for an alleged overaddition
in payments to tmoFe and also to have refunded to him out of the
Treasury the sum o 56,500 alleged to have been stolen from him by
Major H. K. Lawrence, who was assigned to count certain moneys
transferred to him by Major H. O. Brigham, chief paymaster at New
gir]t}a.na in the year 1863 ; which was referred to the Committee on

aims,
Mr. DORSEY presented the petition of citizens of Columbia County,
Arkansas, praying Con, to aid in the construction of the Texas
Pacific Railroad ; which was referred to the Committee on Railroads.

Mr. WHYTE presented the petition of Samunel C. Barney, late a
lieutenant on the retired list of the United States Navy, praying that
he may be restored to the retired list ; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs,

Mr. DENNIS presented the petition of Samuel Harlan and others,
officers of the Eastern Shore Steamboat Company, praying an appro-
riation for the improvement of the mnavigation of the Pokomoke

iver; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. BOOTH presented a memorial of the Legislature of California,
in favor of such legislation as may afford protection to the actunal set-
tlers on certain lands in that State with due respect to the rights of
the Central Pacific and Western Pacifiec Railroad Companies; and, fur-
ther, that the Commissioner of the General Land Office and the Sec-
retary of the Interior be requested to suspend further action touching
either the issnance to said railroad companies of any evidence of title
to said lands or the cancellation of the evidences of title heretofore
issued by the United States fo those who have been made patentees
under the laws of the United States, and take such action as will pro-
tect the actual settlers in all such cases ; which was referred to the
Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of E. R. Abraham and others,
praying for the removal of the parking and fencing on square 634, in
the city of Washington, District of Columbia; which was referred to
the Committee on the District of Columbia.

Mr. CONKLING presented a petition of citizens of Lowville, New
York, praying the repeal of the bankrupt act; which was referred to
the Committee on the J udiciary.

Mr. BARGENT. Yesterday my colleague [ Mr. BooTH] presented a
memorial of the Legislature of California, asking for appropriate legis-
lation to give the people of that State lower charges for the trans-
mission of tele Ehic messages, the price now paid being twenty-five
cents a word, which is an illustration perhaps of the difficulty throngh-
out the whole country. Several bills are pending before the Com-
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads relating to that matter. The
resolution of the Legislature of California was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, which is not, I believe, considering the subject.
If in order, I ask that a change of reference be made, and that the
memorial be referred o the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection, and
that change of reference will be made.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to
whom was referred the bill (8. No. 75) to amend section 5138 of the
Revised Statutes of the United States, permitting national banks to
organize with a capital of $50,000 in towns irrespective of population,
to report it back, with a written report, adversely. I move, unless
the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS ] objects, that the bill be in-
definitely postponed.

Mr. INGXLLS. I have received numerous communications fromna-
tional banks and banking corporations, both in cities and inraral dis-
tricts, all urging that some measure of this kind might receive favor-
able action at this session of Congress, and, if the Senator from Ohio

.has no objection, I would like to ﬁawe the bill go upon the Calendar,
with the adverse report of the committee.

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed upon the
Calendar and the report will be printed.

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom
was referred the bill (8. No. 389) for the relief of Edward Corselius
and seven other persons, late members of the First Michigan Cavalry
Veteran Volunteers, submitted an adverse report thereon ; which was
ordered to be printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill
(8. No. 349) for the relief of Evin Huoghs, submitted an adverse report
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was postponed
indefinitely.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill
(8. No. 377) for the relief of the widow of Harvey Hensley, submitted
an adverse report thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the.
bill was ned indefinitely.

Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom
was referred the bill (8. No. 4) for the relief of William Bowlin, re-
ported it withont amendment.

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill
(8. No. 163) for the relief of J. M. Thompson, late chaplain First South
Carolina Volunteers, afterward Thirty-third United States Colored
Troops, reported it withont amendment, and submitted a report there-
on ; which wasordered to be printed.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, from the Committee on Foreign
Relations, to whom was referred the petition of C. W. Brink, pm}:izﬁ
compensation while employed in carrying dispatches from the Unif:
States minister at Mexico to the United States Government at Wash-
ington, during the year 1869, asked to be discharged from its further
consideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Claims;
which was ag to. . ;

He also, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was re-
ferred the jointresolution (S. R. No. 2) authorizing Rear-Admiral John
J. Almy, United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of
the Hawaiian Islands, reported it without amendment.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I am also directed by the same
committee, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 65)
anthorizing Edwin James, consular agent af San José, to accept a piece
of plate from the Queen of Great Britain, to report it without amend-
ment. This person rendered very important service to Great Britain,
as is detailed in a letter from the British minister.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution will be placed
on the Calendar.

E. RUMSEY WING.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I am also directed by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the bill (8. No.
332} to appropriate $1,000 to remove the remains of Hon. E. Rum-
sey Wing, late minister to Ecuador, from Quito to the cemetery at
Louisville, Kentucky, to report it with an amendment ; and if there
is no objection I ask for its present consideration.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 1Is there objection to the present
consideration of the joint resolution ?

Mr. EDMUNDS. I would like to have that explained a little, and
know what are the precedents for it before I object.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. The Senator from Kentucky
[Mr. McCREERY ] can explain it better than I can.

Mr. EDMUNDS. It ought not to be done except in case of extreme
destitution. Does the Senator from Pennsylvania know any prece-
dent for it ?

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. The Senator from Kentucky
will be good enough to explain. :

Mr. McCREERY. The only explanation that I can make is that
Hon. E. Rumsey Wing was appointed minister from this country to
the court of Ecunador, in South America, where he died in the dis-
charge of his duty. An appropriation of §1,000 has been made here-
tofore for the removal of tl?e remains of a former minister, as I have
been informed by the Secretary of State. I introduced this bill npon
the settled practice, as I regarded it, of this country. The same
amount was appropriated for the removal of the remains of Minister
Coggeshall that we ask in this instance. I do nof sufp&)se there is
any serious question about this matter or any doubt of the power of
this Government any more than there would be to transfer the re-
mains of a member of this body dying here to his home for interment.

Mr. EDMUNDS. As far as I recollect, the precedent to which the
Senator from Kentucky refers was a case where it apgeamd, and was
so reported by the Committee on Foreign Relations, that the minister
died in extreme destitution, and that his fa.mil{, and friends were
from poverty absolutely unable to provide for his body being bronght
back to the United States, and on that ground the law was passed.
Although that is pretty doubtful ground, still we did it. If this case
is of that character, then the instance referred to would be a prece-
dent. I would like to ask the Senator from Kentucky what was the
condition of this gentleman, when he died, as to pecuniary resources ?

Mr.McCREERY. I dislike togointoany gentleman’sprivate affairs
on an application of this sort; but Mr. Wing was a young man. He
was a man of capacitf, a man of character, but as far as this world’s

oods are concerned I think, although he could not have been styled

estitute, he was probably in what might be termed reduced cirenm-
stances. I do not know that his family eould undergo the charge of
the removal of his remains. Idonot know that they are able to do so.
I suppose probably the remarks which were made in reference to the
case to which the gentleman alludes may be equally applicable to Mr.
Wing. I believe what I have stated with regard to Mr. Wing, that
he had little beyond his capacity and integrity. I hope that the Sen-
ator from Vermont will withdraw his objection and allow the Senate
to proceed with the consideration of this bill. Iknew Mr. Wing very
well, knew him from his birth, and I bhave rarely known a more ac-
complished gentleman, or a young man of higher promise or brighter

rospects.
MII?.Q?BOGY. I would inquire of the Senator from Kentucky if it is
intended that this bill should pass by the vote of the other side of
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the House exclusively T because this side has not heard a word which
he has said. If he expects to get our votes, we should be very glad
to hear his statement.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the bill go over until to-morrow.

Mr. BOGY. If the Senator from Kentucky has deserted his side
and gone over to that side, if it is an exclusive thing of that kind, we
have nothing to o with it.

Mr. MCCR%JERY. I did not know that there was any objection on
that side. I was addressing my remarks principally to the objector.
I did not know that the Senator from Missouri had any objection
whatever to the appropriation for the removal of the remains of Mr.

ing.
Mzg. BOGY. We may have no objection, but we are anxious to hear
the Senator always, and I therefore ask him to speak a little louder.
Mr. McCREERY. The Senator from Vermont, as the Senator from
Missouri, may not have heard his last remark, proposes that the bill
shall go over until to-morrow.
Mr. EDMUNDS. I think the bill ghad better go over, and we will
look at the precedents.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will go over.

LIEUTENANT HENRY METCALFE.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I am also directed by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, fo whom was referred the joint resolu-
tion (8. R. No. a'gl:mthoriziﬂg First Lieutenant Henry Metealfe, of the
Ordnance Department, United States Army, to aceept a decoration
from the Sultan of Turkey, to report it back without amendment, and
I ask for its present consideration.

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the
‘Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution. It authorizes
First Lientenant Henry Metcalfe, of the Orduance Department of the
United States Army, to accept a decoration of the Order of the Os-
manie, which has been tendered him by the Sultan of Turkey as an
evidence of his appreciation of the efforts of that officer in conduet-
ing the inspection of arms and ammunition now making for the im-
perial Ottoman government in the cities of Providence, Rhode Island,
and Bridgeport and New Haven, Connecticut.

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend-
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time,
and passed.

CLAIMS OF REVOLUTIONARY OFFICERS.

Mr. ANTHONY. I am directed by the Committee on Printing, to
whom was referred the resolution to print one thousand extra copies
of the report of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims for the use
of the Senate, to report back the same without amendment and re-
commend its passage. I ask for its present consideration.

The resolution was considered by nnanimous consent and agreed to,
as follows:

That one thousand extra copies of the report of the Committee on Revo-
laims on Senate bill No. 137 be printed for the use of the Senate.

REDEMPTION OF TAX LANDS.

Mr. BAYARD. I am instrueted by the Committee on Finance, to
whom was referred the bill (8. No. 84) extending the time for the re-
demption of lands held by the United States under the several acts
levying direct taxes, and for other purposes, to report it without
amendinent. If there be no objection, as the bill, if it is to have
effect, had better be passed at once, I ask forits present considsration.

By unanimous consent, the Senate as in Committee of the Whole
proceeded to consider the bill which extends to February 1, 1877, the
time within which lands held by the United States under the several
acts levying direct taxes may be redeemed, and provides that the ex-

wenses already inenrred in preparing for the sale of lands held by the
nited States under the several acts lev?-'i.ng direct taxes may be paid
out of m:{ money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated by law.

The bill was reported to the Senate withont amendment, ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. MORTON. I rise for a moment to a personal explanation. I
find in the Baltimore Sun of this morning what purports to be the
evidence of James E. Lyon, of Racine, Wisconsin, before the Com-
mittes on Foreign Affairs in the House yesterday, relating to the Emma
silver mine speculation. This I believe is the report of the Associated
Press.

Mr. Lyon said that originally he owned a one-tbird interest in the Monitor lode,
which afterward became the Emma mine, and detailed at length how Henry H. Bax.
ter and T. W. Parke came to purchase an interest in the Monitor lode for £375,000.
Suits arose, and the witness. to secure his right, employed ex-Senator Wm. M. Stew-
art, of Nevada, and General Hilyer, under a written contract, as his counsel. He
and Stowart visited Salt Lake City, where they met Senator MorTON, to whom Stew-
art related the difficulty of obtaining a trial'in the courts of that Territory. Mr.
Morrox said it was all wrong, when Mr. Stewart replied that if Mr. MorTON would
assist he should have $20,000.  An effort was made to have Judze McKean removed,
but without snecess. They objected to MeKean b he was engaged in trying
in his own court a case in which he was interested, being the president of and a
large shareholder in a company engaged in litigation with another similar mining
company.

This statement would leave the impression Ferlmps, that I had ac-
cepted a fee of §20,000 in that case, and that T had participated in the
attempt to have Judge MecKean removed. In it there is not one syl-
lable of truth. The whole matter is this: I wasonmy way home from

Congress at the adjournment in 1871, I believe it was. Mr. Stewart,

then a member of this body, came to me on the train between here
and Pittsburgh and stated the circumstances of a lawsuit then pend-
ing in the Territory of Utah. He made some statement in regard to
the conduet of the court, and wished to have me retained as assistant
counsel in the case, stating that if he shonld be successful I would re-
ceive a large fee. I donot think any sum was mentioned. He intro-
duced to me a gentleman on the train, one of the parties in interest,
who I am now informed is Mr. Lyon, this witness. I supposed at first
that it was legitimate, professional employment, and told Mr. Stew-
art that I would take it under advisement, and, if I thonght well of
it, I would accede to his wish to meet him at Salt Lake City and ex-
amine into the case. He proposed that I shonld come there and con-
sult with him in regard to it at a certain time. Inthat way we parted.
Afterward I became satisfied that it was not a case in which I, as a
member of the Senate of the United States, could engage. Ireceived
a dispatch from Mr. Stewart to meet me in Salt Lake City. Ideclined
togo. I never did meet him there. I never had anything to do with
the Emma Mine case. I never had any conversation with him after-
ward in regard to the subject, and the whole matfer dropped right
there. I became satisfied that the object of the parties—I will not
say that it was Mr. Stewart’s purpose—was to secure not my profess-
ional services, but my politicaY influence in the removal of the judge.
I declined to have anything to do with it. I never saw Mr. Stewart
or Mr. Lyon in Salt Lake City. I went before the Committee on For-
eign Affairs in the House this morning, and met Mr. Lyon there. I
made my statement, which Mr. Lyon agreed was strictly correct. He
said he did not testify that I had met him or Mr. Stewart in Salt
Lake City or that I had ever taken a fee. This is the whole matter.
My whole connection with the matter was that a fee was offered to
me in the case, which, upon reflection, I afterward declined to accept,
and I had nothing whatever to do with it.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire by request to introduee a bill, and I ask
that the bill and accompanying memorial be printed and referred to
the Committee on Railroads.

Mr. SHERMAN. I object to the memorial being printed.

Mr. COCKRELL, by unanimous consent, was granted leave to in-
troduce a bill (8. No. 523) ting a charter to the New York and
Mazatlan Air-Line Ibiihoad%r'i‘n;legraph and Immigration Company ;
which was read twice by its title.

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that the bill be printed and referred to
the Committes on Railroads.

Mr. SHERMAN. I not only make objection to printing the memo-
rial, but I object to printing long bills that are so often introduced
by us, by myself as well as other Senators, iy request. It costs much
to print a long bill, and sometimes these bills presented by request
are never taken up. The title of the bill just presented is very
airy, Inotice. Still I have no great objection to printing the bill, but,
as to printing memorials, it ought never to be done.

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not insist on printing the memorial, and I
desire to say in connection with the introduction of this bill that I
know nothing of it at all. I introduce it by request, and I am not
to be considered as being for or against it.

The bill was referred to the Committee on Railroads, and ordered
to be printed.

Mr. Y asked, and by unanimous cousent obtained, leave to in-
troduce a bill (8. i{o. 524) to amend section 1002 of the Revised Stat-
utes relating to the District of Columbia; which was read twice by
its title, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and
ordered to be printed.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
duce a bill (8. No. 525) to amend section 994 of the Revised Statutes
relating to the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its
title, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and or-
dered to be printed. :

He also a&ed_, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
duce a bill (8. No. 526) to amend section 1036 of the Revised Statutes
relating to the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its
time, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and or-
dered to be printed.

Mr. LOG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 527) for the relief of Major Nicholas Vedder,
paymaster United States Army; which was read twice by its title,
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. CHRISTIANCY asked, and by unanimous consent obfained,
leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 528) to incorporate the Capital Gas
Company of the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its
title.

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. I introduce this bill by request. I do not
ask that it be printed. It is House bill No. 2166. I ask its reference
to the Committee on the Distriet of Columbia.

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I wish to say that the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds do not desire to monopolize any busi-
ness; but they have a bill now before them in relation to another
gas company, which was first referred to the Committee on the Dis-
trict of Columbia. I therefore submit to the Senator from Michigan
Elat th]is bill be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and

irounds,

Mr. CHRISTIANCY. [Ihave no objection to that reference,
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The PRESIDENT pro {empore. The bill will be referred to the
Committee on Public Bunildings and Groundsif there beno objection.

Mr. INGALLS. I have been requested to introduce a bill, and I do
so withont committing myself to its provisions, for I have not had
the time to examine it. ,

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (8. No.
520) for the liquidation of the debt of the Kansas Pacific Railway
Company to the United States; which was read twice by its title, re-
ferred to the Committee on Railroads, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. N’o. 530) to re-imburse purchases at direct-tax
sales in Arkansas, declared illegal by Unifed States courts in conse-
guanco ;)E] a defective board of commissioners; which was read twice

y its title.

Mr. DORSEY. I suggest that the bill be referred to the Commit-
tee on Claims.

Mr. WRIGHT. I think that matter legitimately belongs to the
Committee on Finance. It has been t.hem%:efom, at the last session,
and I think the bill should be referred to that committee.

Mr. DORSEY. I have no objection to that reference.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be referred to the
Committee on Finance and printed, if there be no objection.

Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to

introduce a bill (8. No. 531) for the relief of Captain James M. Beebe; |

which was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Claims,
and ordered to be printed.

Mr. KERNAN (by request) asked, and by unanimouns consent ob-
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 532) to anthorize the restora-
tion of Nathan D, A. Sawyer fo the rank of captain and quartermas-
ter in the Amil; which was read twice by its title, referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, asked, and by unanimous consent ob-
tained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 533) to explain and perfect
previous legislation relating to expenses of the United States com-
missioner to the international prison congress ; which was read twice
by its title, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and or-
dered to be printed.

Mr. SARGENT asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. No. 534) to establish a mail-route; which was
read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and
Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 4

Mr. WRIGHT asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8, No. 535) granting a pension to Armstead Good-
low ; which was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on
Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. No. 536) granting the right of way through the
public lands for wagon-roads over the Blue Monntains, in the State
of Oregon ; which was read twice by its title, referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed.

WORKS OF ART AT THE CENTENNIAL.

Mr. MORRIL‘L, of Vermont, submitted the following resolution ;
which was considered by nnanimous consent, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds be instructed to
inquire as to the expediency of allowing artists having examples of their works in
the National Statuary Hall the privilege of exhibiting the same at the Centennial
Anniversary of American Independence in Philadelphia, with conditions for their
safe return.

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROFPRIATION BILL.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further resolutions,
the morning hour has expired, and the unfinished business of yester-
day is before the Senate.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera-
tion of the bill (H. R.No.810) making appropriations for the support
of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, the
pending question being on the amendment of the Committee on Ap-
pmg{;ationa.to strike out, commencing on line 35, page 2, the following
words:

For sixteen ici for pani 496: Provided, That sections 9 and 10 of
the act approved March 3, 1875, entitled “An act making appropriations to supply
deficiencies in the appropriations for fiscal years ending June 30, 1875, and prior
years, and for other purposes,” be, and the same are, repealed.

And in lien thereof to insert:

For pay of Military Academy band, §14,880,

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment of the Committee on Ap_pm% riations was on
page 3,lines 51 and 52, to increase the appropriation “ for repairs and
improvements and for pay of citizen mechanies and laborers employed
upon repairs that cannot be done by enlisted men” from $12,000 to

$14,500.

I hope, before we agree to the committee’s amend-
ment increasing the expenditures, that the chairman of {the commit-
tee will inform us of the necessity of it.

Mr. ALLISON. I will state that the estimates provide for $22,500
to carry on the ordinary repairs of the different buildings at West
Point. The Committes on Appropriations of the Honse fixed the sum
at §12,000. Upon consultation and examination at the proper places,
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate thought that $14,500
was actually necessary fo keep these buildings in proper repair, and

| terposing any objection to the amendment just

-
therefore they have added $2,500 to the appropriation as the bill came
to us from the House. I can assure the Senator from Connecticut
that this sum is necessary to keep in proper preservation the numerons
buildings at West Point.

Mr. EATON. I notice the bill coming from the other House calls
for 812,000 for repairs that cannot be done by enlisted men. Do I
understand the chairman of the committee or its organ, the Senator
who reports this bill, to say that such an examination has been made
so that he is able to say that the necessary repairs cannot be done by
enlisted men nnless we appropriate $14,500 instead of $12,0007 Has
there been an accurate examination !

Mr. ALLISON. I will say to the Senator from Connecticut that
there has been a very accurate and careful examination of the neces-
sary cost of these repairs. I have before me a detailed statement of
the expenditures of l‘:u;t year covering every item. Last year there
was expended in all eighteen thousand eight hundred and twenty-
eight dollars and some odd cents for this Enmpme. The War Dﬁ%‘lﬂ-l‘t—
ment assures us from correspondence with the proper officers of the
academy that the sum of $14,500 is absolutely necessary to maintain
the buildings in proper condition. I have somewhere the statement
of the Secretary of War upon that point, but I cannot lay my hand
on it at this moment. The subject was very carefully and thoroughly
examined, I will say to the Senator from Connecticut.

Mr. EATON. It strikes me asa very singular fact that there should
be any difference of opinion between the Senator from Iowa and any
member of the House committee in regard to the absolutely necessary
repairs npon the buildings at West Point. Certainly, there ought
not to be. I do not desire to interpose any objection to the appropria-
tion of a sufficient snm of money to take the necessary care OF all the
buildings of that institution.

Mr. ALLISON. I now lay my hand upon the memorandum, and if
thekSenator from Connecticut will hear it read I will send it to the
desk.

Mr. EATON. I do not care to hear it.
formation, that is all I require.

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. .

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was on
page 4 line 70, to increase the appropriation “ for the compensation
of the clerk to disbursing officer and quartermaster ” from “ §1,200
to “81,500.”

The amendment was agreed to.

. The next amendment was on page 4 after line 70, to insert the fol-
owing

For clerk to adjutant, £1,500. For clerk to treasurer, $1,500.

Mr. EATON. I shonld like to know the necessity for this. I ima-
gined ihat the honorable Senator from Iowa Ipmfermd to give §1,500
nstead of $1,200 to one clerk, and therefore I did not care about in-

to; but here
e other branch of

If the Senator has the in-

is an addition of $3,000 for two employés which
Congress did not snppose were necessary.

Mr. ALLISON. The clerk to the adjutant is also clerk of the aca-
demic co keeps the books and records of the academic corps, and
is really the clerk to the Military Academy. The officers of the acad-
emy say this clerk is absolutely essenfial to the proper conduct of the
business of the academy. If a separate appropriation is not made
for the purpose, aclerk will be em[lr:loyed and paid ontof theordinary pay
given to the cadets. This clerkship, I believe, was established in 1526,
and a clerk has been kept there performing those duties continuously
from that time until now. It is said that we cannot get along with-
out this officer. I do not see myself how we can very well dispense
with him. The clerk to the treasurer keeps the individoal accounts
of the cadets. Of course he is obliged to keep an accurate account
of all their expenditures. There being on an average three hundred
and ten cadets at the academy, it seems to me his services are abso-
Iutely necessary. Therefore the committee have inserted these two
items.

Mr. EATON. I am not quite satisfied with the explanation. It
does not seem to me that another committee who have examined this
matter with great thoroughness could have made two mistakes of
this character. If it were unn that there should be two
clerks—for clerk fo adjutant, $1,500; for elerk to treasurer, §1,500—
what necessity is there that the treasurer of that institution should
ggc ai;fclerkf I do not know but that he ought to do the business

self,

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Secretary to read on page 6 of the state-
ment I send to the desk the lines that I have marked. I think the
explanation there given will satisfy the Senator from Connecticut.

he Chief Clerk read as follows:

Fonmne and forty-two. The clerk to the adjutant and the clerk to the treasurer,

timas for each at §1,500 but stricken out by the committee, are so very nec-
essary for the pro duet of busi at the academy, that their retention can-
not be too strongly urged. Enlisted men suitable for the duties cannot bo had,
and such duties have relation to the academy ana not to the post of West Point.
There has been a clerk to the adjutant of the academy ever since 1526, and one has
been regularly provided for sinee 1834, He is in no sense a seerefary to the adju-
tant. He is required to keep all the relating to the cadets, to make ont
rolls and returns, and to record the proceedings of the academic board ; and there
has mever been found an enlisted man who conld, even temporarily, supply his
place.  Attention is invited to the letter of the adjutant, Colonel Robert ﬁp
appended, marked A, ) -
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The treasurer’'sclerk has also been recognized since 1833. He is the book-keeper
for cadets’ ts. An tis kept with each cadet, and his duties cover the
preparation of returns and all other transactions that fall within the province

of the treasurer, whose business relates to the affairs of the cadets, and who also
performs the duty of an instructor. Even if the duties of a book-keeper could with
propriety be e ted of this officer, he has no time to perform them, and an as-
ristant is abm]ut.el necessary., s principal responsibility is the care of and
accountability for the money recei the paymaster on account of cadets,
and the disbursement thereof under orders and regulations.

Mr. MAXEY. The fact is that the cadets never draw that money
at all. Their entire accounts are kept as stated in the paper that has
just been read at the desk; and when you consider that there is a
cadet appointed by every member of the House of Representatives
and every Delegate from a Territory, that there are ten from the United
States at large, and all those accounts have to be kept forevery item
of expenditure, however small, by each cadet, the cadet not drawing
any money, it becomes apparent that the services of a clerk are neces-
sary. Until I heard the statement read a moment ago, however, I did
not know what was the amount of his salary; but I am quite satis-
fied with its correctness.

Mr. EATON. It does not manifestly appear to me, as it manifestly
appears to the Senator from Texas, nor do I believe that the treas-
urer cannot keep his own accounts while sitting in his arm-chair at
the academy.

Mr. ALLISON. The treasurer is also an instructor at the academy,

and is constantly employed.

Mr. EATON. If he is constantly employed in doing something
else, then the clerk had better be called the treasurer, it seems to me.
However, I see my friends are determined that there shall be no re-
trenchment here under any circumstance, and all I can do is fo vote
against these amendments.

Mr. SARGENT: In reply to the remark of my friend from Connec-
tient I would like to say that the committee themselves considered
that in this bill they had cut off every dollar that could be spared.
There is retrenchment in the bill, and we did not go further because
we thought that to do so would be injurious to the service.

Mr. EATON. I have no doubt that the Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations have done what they considered to be right; but what
suited them, or what they believed fo be right, may not suit me.
Therefore I am o to the amendments.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment
of the committee. )

The amendment was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes
23, noes 20.

The next amendment of the Committes on Appropriations was on

age 5, after the word “dollars,” in line 101, in the appropriation for

epartment of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, to insert the
words—

Pay of mechanic employed in chemieal and geological section rooms and in lee-
ture room, §1,050.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was on page 5, line 108, in the appropriation
for department of natural and experimental philosophy, to increase
the item “for additions to the apparatus to illustrate the laws in
mechanies, optics, and acoustics ” from $600 to §1,000, and to insert at
the end of the paragraph the words—

For pay of mechanie, §1,000.
The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was on page 6, line 120, to strike out “one”
and insert “two,” and at the end of the paragraph of the appropria-
tions for department of law to insert:

Provided, That the professor of law may be commissioned in the same manner as
the other professors. -

So that the clause will read :

For text-books and stationery and books of reference for the nse of instructors,
§200: Provided, That the professor of law may be commissioned in the same man-
ner as the other professors.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was on page7, line 151, to increase the pay of
librarian’s assistant from $120 to $1,000.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment

just reported.
The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 20, noes 23,
Mr. ALLISON. I ask for the yeas and nays. >

The_iLm and nays were ordered.

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to say one word in explanation of this
amendment. The adjutant of the t is the librarian. Of course
his duties are the ordinary duties of an adjutant, having care of the
four companies and of the post. An assistant must be emplo]);ged who
will be constantly in the library receiving and delivering books to the
students and others cntitled to them. I may state what occurred
in the minds of the House committee, they supposed that an enlisted
soldier or a sergeant could discharge these duties, but on examination
it is found that a librarian or an assistant librarian is actually neces-
sary at the post; one who is familiar with the books, who will be
constantly present delivering books to students, receiving books from
them, and keeping an accurate record of the operations of the library.
That is the sole reason why we have changed this appropriation for
an assistant librarian which has existed for a number of years. I trust
the Senate will not strike it out.

Mr. EATON. The Senator from Iowa informs the Senate that the
adjutant is a librarian. We have just added $1,500 that the House
committee did not think was necessary, for a clerk to that officer.
Now, then, let the clerk attend to the duties of the adjutant; the ad-
jutant is thelibrarian. The Senate have seen fit to give that officer a
clerk and to pay the clerk $1,500. Let him attend to the duties of
his principal when his principal is otherwise engaged. I trust the
Senate will not adopt the amendment.

Mr. DAVIS. I think the Senator from Connecticut is correct in his
conclusions, and that his view of the case did not occur to the Senate
committee. At least, it was not stated in committee. My own im-
pression is that the clerk that we have given to the adjutant should
take the place of the assistant librarian, and that this provision ought
to be stricken out entirely. Ifshould notbe ted, even at the $120
which the House put in. The House added $120 because they reduced
the clerk to the adjutant, and I think the Senate was right, when, on
adivision amoment ,it refused to agree with the recommendation
of the Committee on Appropriations. -

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 25, nays
23; as follows:

CYEAS-—%OM émson‘ m‘:mh?.m Bruce, Cm?‘mn oﬁf T;isvﬂ:slg:o Chriaﬁ‘ancy.

onklin THE 3 uysen, Hamlin, Jones 5 5
Mitehell. Morrill ‘of NMona il of Verniont, Culeats. Padiook Rokariuon, Ses.
gent, %ﬂm Wadleigh, West, Windukﬁnmd ‘Wright—25. i

NA Messrs. Bayard, Boa}'tv. Coc| , C , Davis, Eaton, English, Gold-
thwaite, Hamilton, Johnston, Kelly, Kernan, ¥, MeCreery, McDonald, Merri-
mon, Norwood, Ransom, Swvm,‘ Thurman, Wallace, Whyte. and Withers—23,

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Booth, Bontwel}, Blu'nside, Cameron of Pennsylva-
nia, Cﬁ?erton. (..'l.nﬁ-hnn. Conover, Cragin, Dawes, Dennis, Edmunds, Gordon,

teheod owe,

: Ingalls, Jones of Flori McMillan, Morton, Patterson,
E’hﬂolph, Sun]l;bu:y. Bim-un. and Slmrm.nn--—%.da' r n

8o the amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was on
7, line 154, to increase the apfg;oprist-ion ‘for contingencies for
guperintendent of the academy ” from §200 to $1,000.

Mr. WHYTE. At the proper time, for I suppose it will not be in
order until the vote shall have been taken npon the amendments pro-
posed by the committee, I shall move to strike out this whole clause in
the bill. Itshould not be there atall. As I understand, it is an indi-
rect way of increasing the salary of the Superintendent at the academy.
The appropriation might be styled * for wining visitors at the West
Point Academy,” and these words would perhaps indicate more thor-
oughly the purpose forswhich the appropriation is made. Itisintended
for entertainment. The Buperintendent at the academy ought not to be
obliged to entertain anybody who visits that institution. If he chooses
to entertain people, he shounld do so at his own and not at the publie
expense. I therefore think that no ampmpriation whatever ought to
be madu; ltgao that purpose ; least of should it be increased from
$200 to §1,000. -

Mr. ALLISON. This isan appropriation that has found its way into
our appropriation bills for many years. The House reduced the sum
of §1,000 to $200. I quite agree with the Senator from Maryland that
if the sum is to be reduced at all, it ought to be stricken out entirely.
The idea _of appropriating the sum of §200 for contingencies to the
Superintendent of the academy, it seewms to me, is rather too small.
The Committee on Appropriations believed that this year especially
it woyld be rather important that the Superintendent of the academy
should have a oonti.{‘lgﬁnt fund, and they do not think the sum of
$1,000 is too large. at is all there is to it. ¢

Mr. WEST. %eahould like to have read the remarks in the state-
ment in reﬁrd to this subjeet which I have marked. If the Senator

from Maryland will give his attention he will see what the proposi-
tion is.

The Secretary read as follows:

The Appropriation Committece propose a reduction of 800 on the estimate of
£1,000 forpgon i cies of Superintendent. The allowance of §1,000 for eonl.in;{;m-
cies heretofore given the Superintendent, and of which the last year's Board of Via-
i%“’:‘s'.,.u’:“‘f‘“?’“ aiwrs' Pcvrt.]tmﬂ by Co gress to - wfm g el

o e was given m, enable the Superitenden
to meet extra e or enmrmﬂment.y The recommendation referred to was

ﬂwn without the solicitation or knowl of the Superintendent, who ex
& opinion that it would be preferable to have nothing for such purpose nuleﬁu the
amount was sufficient to be substantinl. The allowance was intended for an in-
crease of pay, under another name, to the Superintendent, to enable him to perform
the requirements of courtesy and pitality becoming the position. He could not
do 8o on the pay of a colonel, and the office of Superintendent confers no emolu-
ment resent incnombent, who receives now only the allowances to which
he would be entitled were he commanding an ordinary mlm:_ﬁr post in any part of
our country, and by the provisions of the bill as submitted will receive less, as the
gmposed bill deprives him, as well as other officers, of longevity {:y while at West

oint. Therefore, unless the amount is substantial, it wonld be better to strike it
out entirely, as in that event none of the courtesies looked for by distinguished
visitors from home and abroad could be extended to him, beyond what could be
done on his pay proper.

Mr. WEST. I am not aware exactly when this allowance was
originally instituted. Perhaps the Senator from Iowa can state
when; but at all events it has been the u for years to make some
allowance to the Superintendent of the Military Academy. The re-
cent Congressional committee and the late Board of Visitors, who ex-
amined into the matter, expressed an opinion that, instead of being
reduced or abated, the amount should be increased. Suach appropri-
ations and such allowances are quite common thronghout the eivil
service of the United States, and it is for the Senate to consider
whether in dispensing the hospitality incident to the position of the
commanding officer of that place, he has any claim upon the public
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for an allowance. We all know that a number of visitors from all
sections of the Union, and during this centennial year undoubtedly
from Europe, will visit the institution, and it were better not to at-
tempt any hospitality to be shown them at all unless we do it upon a
scale commensurate to their deserts, The appropriation is no new
one., It is a continned one, and it is simply for the Senate to say
whether they will extend their idea of economy in that direction at
the present time, when of all others it would seem there was the
greater necessity for the fund, because unquestionably the calls and
demands upon that officer’s hospitality and courtesy will in this cen-
tennial year be greater than ever before. Should we next yeor see
proper to reduee it, it conld be urged with much more propriety than
it can to-day.

The PREg]])ENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the
amendment.
2 2(91;1 COCKRELL called for the yeas and nays; and they were or-

ered. J

Mr. COOPER. I shall vote for the amendment upon the idea that
if any such fund be appropriated at all, it ought to be more than that
appropriated by the Honse ; but when the question comes up I shall
vote for the amendment suggested by the Senator from land
against any appropriation for this p whatever,

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 26, nays
14 ; as follows:
ﬂ;]!&z;l[asm Allison Anht?.ou , Bayard, Bmga. Cam% Wlseonsin,m MChﬂscml-

¢y, Conover, Cooper, English z nghuysen, 5 -
!&u,'l{axe , Mitchell, Mfurriﬁ of 'Vermont, Mor't%n. Oglesby, Ransom, Robertson.
Bﬂﬁgaut encer, West, Windom, n.ul.l'w:'i%ht—fﬁ.
AYS—Messrs. Cockrell, Goldthwaite, Hamilton, Johnston, Kelly, Key, Mec-

Cree?;, McDonald, Merrimon, Norwood, Stevenson, Wallace, Whyte, and With-
ers—14.

ABSENT—Messrs. Aleorn, Bug{, Booth. Boutwell, Burnside, Cameron of Penn-
gglv&ni Caperton, Clayton, Conkling, Cragin, Davis, Dawes, Dennis, Dorsey,

aton, munds, Gordon, Harvey, Hitcheock, Howe, Ingalls, Jones of Florida,
Jones'of Nevada, Kernan, Morrill of Maine, Paddock, Patterson, Randolph, Sauls:

bury, Sharon, Sherman, Thurman, and W,
So the amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was on
page 7 to strike ont line 156, as follows:
For printing catalogue for library, $100.

The amendment was.agreed to.

The next amendment was on page 7 to insert the following para-
graph after Jine 158

For continuing the system of sewerage from barracks and quarters, $8,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was on page 7, line 162, after the word “officer”
tostrike ont the words “of the proper staff corps;” so ns to read:

That the Secretary of War be hereby directed to detail a competent officer to act
a8 quarter and issary for the battalion of cadets.

The amendment was agreed to.

The vext amendment was on page 8, line 168, before the word
“officer ” to strike out the word “staff;” so as to read :

And such officer so assigned shall perform all the duties of purveying and super-
vision for the mess.

The amendment was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This exhausts the amendments of
the committee. The bill is still open to amendment.

Mr. WHYTE. I now move to strike out lines 153 and 154, in the
following words : .

For contingencies for Superintendent of the academy, §1,000.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment
offered by the Senator from Maryland.

Mr. WHYTE. Iask for the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being taken, resulted—yeas
19, nays 23; as follows:

YEAS—Messrs. Bogy, C: Cockrell, C , Davis, Eato i
Key, McCreery, McDmm!-??e mml:'imon, Norwgrgtew::'on, rﬁm %n'ndi;a?lgz,
Wallace, Whyte, and Withers—19.

NAYS—Messrs, Allison, Anthony, Bru

of
Conkita Cameron of Wisconsin, Chﬁlsﬁanoy.
Maxey,

Conover, Ferry, Frelinghnysen, Goldthwaite, y
tehell, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Ransom, Robertson, t, West,

N SR Mescss. Aloorn, Ba Booth, Boutwell, Burnside, Ca: of P
N 1 — I 8SATHE. corn, -
sylvania, Clayton, Cragin, Dsw!;:.ﬂbennln. Dorsey, mundd:', Entgl}.;?ll.' Gﬂrm,
amilton, Harvey, Hitcheock, Howe, I Jones of Florida, Jones of Nevada,
Kernan, Morrill of Maine, Oglesby, Paddock, P , Randolph, Saulsbury,

Sharon, Sherman, and Spencer—31.

So the amendment was rejected.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended.

Mr. DAVIS. I wish to reserve the amendment adopted in Commit-
tee of the Whole, from line 35 to 42, relative to the Eaml and musi-
cians.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That amendment will be reserved.
The question is on concurring in the amendments of the Committee
of the Whole in gross, with the exception of the amendment indicated
by the Senator from West Virginia.

Mr. McDONALD. On that question I ask for the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered. A

Mr. KERNAN. On this bill I am paired with the Senator from
South Carolina, [ Mr. PATTERSON.] He would vote “ yea” and I should
vote “nay ” on this particnlar question, if he were present.

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 28, nays
16 ; as follows:

YEAS—Measra.AI]iso%uAnthony. PBruce, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Cameron of
Wiscaonsin, Christi , Conkling, Conover, Donie!y, Edmunds, Ferry, Frelmghuy-
sen, Hamlin, Ingalls, .Mc§hllnn' , Maxey, Mitehell, Morrill of Vermont, Mor-
ton, Robertson, %‘mrgant.. haron, Sherman, Wadleigh, West, Windom, and Wright

NAYS— Measrs. Bogy, Booth, Cockrell, Davis, Eaton, Goldthwai
%eill , Key, MeCUreery, MeDonald, Norwood, Stevenson, Thurman,

thers—16.

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Buutwel]hﬁl:lfnside, Caperton, Clarmn,
Cooper, Cragin, Dawes, Dennis, English, Gordon, ey, Hitcheock, Howe, John-
ston, Jones of J!'Ioridn: Jones of 1%07 Kernan, Merrimon, Morrill of Maine,
Oglasl:g, Paddock, Patt , Randolph, R , Baulsbury, 8 , and Wal-

Hamilton
yie, and

So the amendments were concurred in.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment reserved will now
be read.

The CaIEF CLERK. The amendment reserved is to strike the fol-
lowing words:

For sixteen musicians for companies, §2,496: Provided, That sections 9 and 10 of
the act approved March 3, 1875, entitled “An act making appropriations to mpﬂly
deficiencies in the appropriations for fiscal years ending June 30, 1875, and prior
years, and for other purposes,” be, and the same are, repealed.

And in lieu thereof to insert:
For pay of Military Academy band, §14,880.

Mr. DAVIS. The Senate has di to the bill as it came to us
from the House of Representatives, and struck out the words read by
the Clerk, which provide among other things for sixteen musicians at
a compensation of $2,496. It will be seen that that is but a little
over 5)1650 apiece. Consequently they must be enlisted men. They
must be there for some purpose and paid in some other way and in-
dependent of the amount ap?mpriated for them by the House bill in
this clanse. In the Book of Estimates we find the same amount asked
for their support. It must be extra compensation to their pay as en-
listed men.

The point is that these sixteen musicians have been, perhaps ever
since 11!1)o a part of the institution. They are pmvitied for by the
Revised Statutes, as will be found on 220, section 1322, we
leave those unprovided for, may not the question arise—which was
argued with a great deal of force, and I admit most of us were afraid
the opposite side of the House were correct—that the parties bein
left without the pay which had been provided for by law would sti
have a just claim against the Government? If that be so, then these
men will be there to do nothing, probably, and still have their pay.
What I want to call the attention of the Senate to, and es isllpﬂaf
the Senator from Iowa who has charge of this bill, is whether he {nd
not better in some way provide for the sixteen musicians fixed by
law; and if he wishes to continue the band proper, which is not pro-
vided for by any statute, he had better drop sixteen of the band,
which can be done very well and violate no statute. The Senate has
decided that forty shall be the entire number. As it stands now, if
I am correct that the sixteen will be retained, there will be fifty-six
men in the band.

I throw out the suﬁgestion for the consideration of the Senator
from Iowa, who has the bill in charge, not making any objection to
what the Senate has done, but desiring to prevent the duplication of
sixteen musicians.

Mr. ALLISON. I find on examination of the statutes that section
1322 of the Revised Statutes provides for four musicians to each com-
pangaot cadets. These musicians are enlisted men, as I understand,
in the Arniy, and they are paid as enlisted men. I do not think it is
necessary to appropriate for these musicians, who are simply fifers
and drommers and attached to the companies when they are on drill.
Therefore, whether that clause is in or out, these musicians will be
enlisted men and will be attached to these companies for duty. On
examination, the Senator having called my attention to the subject
privately, I do not think it is necessary to make any provision in
reference to it. Of course this band is a very different thing from
the company musicians. The company musicians are nsually private
enlisted soldiers and attached to the eompanies of cadets,

Mr. DAVIS. According to the view of the Senator from Iowa, who
has the bill in charge, there would be fifty-six instead of forty, as has
been provided for. Is that his view

Mr. ALLISON. These cadets are required to drill each day, and to
be divided into companies. Of course these companies will have at-
tached to them soldiers, enlisted men, who are musicians, and those
musicians will be a different class of persons from the musicians com-
prising the band, as I understand ; but the band itself will continue
as h};mvided for by the statute of 1875.

r. DAVIS. It seems to me that there is a difficulty there; Lut
probably the best way will be to let it go to a conference committee,
a8 it is almost sure to go there, and there it can be remedied proba-
bly as well as here.

r. ALLISON. Iwill say to the Senator that, if there is any diffi-
culty about it, it can be arranged in a conference committee.

Mr. MAXEY. I stated yesterday evening that the corps of cadets
is organized into a battalion of four companies, A, B, C, and D. By
law there are attached to each of these companies four musicians.
They are not enlisted other than in obedience to the law as attachin
company musicians to each of these companies—two drummers anﬁ
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two fifers. In company drill these drummers and fifers perform du-
ties with the companies. When the four coinpanies are thrown to-
ther into battalion, then the field-musie, made np of drummers and

‘ers, accompanies the band. These drnmmers and fifers sound every
call from reveille in the morning until tattoo at night., Throughout
the entire day there are calls requiring absolutely a sound, and that
comes from this field-music. There is an orderly detailed from the
field-music every day to perform thatservice. The duties of the field
music are entirely distinet and dissimilar from those of the band.

In addition to the duties which 1 have stated the field-music has
When the battalion is called out for
B:rposes of review, for dress-parade, or for battalion drill, then the

nd comes out, and it is in connection with the battalion as such
that the band performs its duties. It is in connection with the com-
panies a8 such that the four musicians belonging to each company
perform their duties and then when the battalion is thrown together
as such they go along as field-musie, in addition to which they sound
all the calls from reveille to tattoo. That is the purpose of them, and
they are not provided for as enlisted men other than by virtue of the
law which assigns these four men, or four boys as they really are, to
each one of the companies as musicians.

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator from Texas has stated probably more
clearly than I could about what I desired to say myBelf? One farther
proposition I wish to suggest to the Senator in charge of the bill. I
nnderstood him, althoug%.l I did not hear him, to say that he did not
care anything about this ap}{lmpriation as applicable to those musi-
ciaus whom I denominate as the drum corps.

Mr. ALLISON. I simply said that, this appropriation being stguck
out, these musicians would be enlisted men and assigned to these cadet
companies for duaty, as I sull.\l{boee.

Mr. LOGAN. They are enlisted men now, are they not ?

Mr. ALLISON. I so understand they are, and therefore they will
be provided for in the regular Army bill.

r. LOGAN. No; I beg the Senator's pardon. Those attached to
the West Point Academy are provided for in the Military Academy
bill always, and paid out of the appropriations in the Military Acad-
emy bill, the appropriation made for musicians, and when we say
musicians we mean drummers and fifers. Under the laws regulating
the Army, musicians are always entitled to higher pay than the pri-
vate soldiers in all organizations. Hence this amount appropriated
to pay these musicians is just as necessary in this bill as it is in the
Army appropriation bill to pay the drummers and fifers of the Army.
I do not remember exactly their pay, but it is more than that of a
private soldier. They are paid as musicians.

Mr. ALLISON. I do not understand that it is.

Mr. LOGAN. But I do.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, this discussion
aboutthe band reminds me of an occurrence in the Legisiature of Penn-
sylvania a great many years ago, perhaps before most of the Senators
now present came to this country. Somebody made a motion to have
the militia re-organized, and there was quite a discussion about it.
One old fellow by the name of Fulmer, from the county of Northum-
berland, who had been out in the revolutionary war, said he was
opposed to this bill for re-organizing the militia. He said, “ When I
was in the war we were glad to have drnms and fifes; and Ishall not

that the government of this State shall spend its money to
send out organs with the militia of this State.” [Laughter.] He
was a wise man in his generation, and the bill was voted down. I
remember having that in my mind once upon an oceasion when I had
some authority in this Government and there came up a question
about bands for the different regimenfts then being brought into the
service of the United States. It was aboutf 1861, a period that most
of the people now living remember something about. Remembering
old Fulmer, I said “These bands are useless things; the money they
cost is wasted, and it is giving a preference to idle fellows to go about
and blow their trumpets when other men are firing their guns and
fighting to save their lives.” After much frouble, I got the bands
reduced; but after a while there came a reverse; tﬁura was a contest
not far from here at a place called Bull Run and our people were
driven from their intrenchments and driven back toward Washing-
ton. When theg eame to Washington every one was frightened out
of his wits. The rebels living here were afraid that we would pun-
ish them and they ran off, and some of our people were afraid the
rebels would get hold of us and they ran off. 8o the city was in
distress. Then I said to the Adjutant-General “For God'ssake
ring some music here. I donot know how we shall raise thespirits
of these people unless we get some bands.” Said he, * I have no ap-
propriation for music.” “Well,” said I, “I authorize you to spend
for me £10,000 if you will get one or two or three bands to come and
thump their drums and blow their tifes and their horns and so on all
around this city,” but the music had ran off with the rest. [Laugh-
ter, ]

Now, to cut down the band or the appropriation for music is, I
think, economizing in a very small way. The music is of great service
in time of war, as I learned after the time to which I have referred.
After a battle the musicians are the men who carry around the stretch-
ers. who gather up the wounded from the battle-field, who nurse the
wonuded, and take care of them until they can be taken into the
place where the surgeons receive them. No class of men bring more
comfort to the wounded soldier than the musician when he is per-

forming his duty as a musician by cheering himnp. Every manfights
better after hearing the band play, and every man upon a retreat is
cheered when he hears martial music under the flag of his country.
To cut off the music is the last reform I would make. It may be an
ornament, but I think it is a graceful ornament to all your posts.
Scarcely anywheredoes it cost anything, for the expenses of the band
are generally paid out of the savings from the mess ; the drippings, if
you choose so to style them, which would be wasted, are put to use
and make up the pay of the musicians.

Who is there that would be willing to go to West Point and find it
shorn of its music be e a few tl 1d dollars are expended to
pay the musicians? There is not a man in the Senate who is not

wrouder when he goes there and hears patriotic music so well per-

rmed by the band paid and taken eare of by the Government. I
heard my friend, the Senator from Missouri, [ Mr. BogY,] yesterday
talking about the Marine Band. I am sure that when he used to come
here in the days when he was young and seful—he is graceful
yet—and when he danced to the musie of that band, he was prond
and glad to say to everybody, “It is the finest band in the world.” I
never heard him say so; but I am sure he must have said it a hundred
times. Now, when he is old, or imnagines he is old, he may begin to
think that music is of no account; but I would advise him that he
needs it now more than he ever did. He ought not, nor ought any-
body else, to refuse to vote this pittance to pay these men who nnder-
stand so well and perform so well their duty as musicians. I will
vote to save ten times as much, twenty times as much, in the staff of
the Army, if you like. Ithink we have a greaterstaff than is needed.
I believe that the Commissary and Quartermaster’s Departments
conld be put in one. I believe that there onght to be no generals, or
brigadier-generals, or brevet officers in the staff. The staff officers
oughtto be portionsof the regiments; the commissaries and the quarter-
masters ought to be portions of the regiments ; and then a single head
here, with the rank of colonel, as it was before the war, would be
enough to take care of the Commissary and Quartermaster’s Depart-
ments. There is your waste. It isin consequence of the brevets,
which were bestowed so liberally, so outrageously liberally, if that
can be, at the end of the war on everybody, and the pensions by re-
tired pay given to men who were only captains, because they hap-
pened to serve in the grades of colonel, or brigadier-general, or major-
general for a few days. There is the waste. Your money is not
wasted hy what you give to the poor man of taste and of some educa-
tion who happens to enlist in the Army as a mnsician.

I am against all this little economy. Let us go to the head. Let
ns reduce our own pay, if yon will, down to £3 a day, as it was a few

years ago. I mm perfectly willing to agree to that; but I am not
willing to take one cent from the music of the Army.
Mr. BOGY. Mr. President, I desire to make an inquiry of some of

the friends of this bill. There are two bands provided for here, or
two distinet musieal organizations. I think that thereis but one band,
strietly speaking, as a band technically so termed; but in addition
to this band are there not sixteen musicians called company musi-
cians? The Senator from Illinois, I presnme, can inform me.

Mr. LOGAN. There are.

Mr. BOGY. If that be so, what has this big band of fifty-six musi-
cians to dot When do they blow their horns; on what oceasion ; for
what purpose ¥ I should like to know. The others appear to do all
the bard work ; they do all the company work, and the companies
include the whole. Now, when do these higher fellows—these scien-
tifie, educated gentlemen spoken of by my friend from Pennsylvania—
toot on all these different horns, the Hungarian, the French, the Ital-
ian, and so on? I should like to know. .

Mr. LOGAN. That depends on the regulations; but I presnme
they are not like we are; they do not oot on all occasions. [Laugh-
ter.] They do it when it is desired that they shall. I do not want
to discuss this band question again; but I believe the Senator was a
soldier once himself.

Mr. BOGY. I wasin the Black Hawk war.

Mr. LOGAN. They did not have any bands in the Black Hawk
war, except bands of Indians ; some of that aristocracy.

Mr. BOGY. We had drums.

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator objects to the aristocracy of the drum.
The Senator I suppose may go to West Point or any post of the Army
where a band exists, (I do not mean a band according to law, for no
band exists under our law except at West Point, so far as the Army
is concerned,) and he wounld find the music very delightful at the
raising of the flag in the morning and at the lowering of the flag in
the eveninlg, on dress-parades, and on the different occasions when the
band is eal ed out for the purpose of giving music. I do not remem-
ber exactly the times, but on all oceasions where it is required music
is given. But this drum corps that I speak of is an entirely different
institution. If the Senator examines the law he will find it to be the
fact that every compauy of infantry in the Army is entitled to two
musicians and that every company of cavalry is entitled to a bugler.
They have certain kinds of musicians belonging to all parts of the
Army. The artillery are entitled to a musician of a certain kind; so
of the cavalry, and so of the infantry. The infantry have a drnm
and fife, and these musicians are provided for in the law.

The cadets are merely in training for soldiers, and in the training
of soldiers it is absolutely necessary to have music. As was wel
stated by the Senator from Texas, [ Mr. MaXEY,] there are different
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calls in camp and out of camp that are made with the drum and fife;
for instance, to call the company together for parade. The sick-call,
for instance, in the morning, for soldiers to appear for the purpose of
having an examination by the surgeon. That is the ease among sol-
diers of the Army. I do not know how it is at West Point; but there
are various calls there. In the morning the reveille, and different
calls by dram and fife, which are absolutely necessary in the Army.
This is just as necessary at West Point in the training of the cadets
as it is in the training of a private soldier in the Army. There is
skirmisgh drill, and there are different kinds of drills and manenvers.
There are manenvers of cavalry where an officer wants to parade his
cavalry, so that he may not give his command, but that it may be
understood and heard at a great distance. They are trained so as to
make their movements by the sound of the horn, and different sounds
are given for the purpose of making different movements.

Musie is an absolute necessity. you abolish the dram and fife at
West Point you may as well abolish them in the Army. Their use is
just as necessary there as it is in any camp or post in the Army.
Therefore I object to striking out the pay for this drum cor I said
a while ago that the musicians in the Army were paid higher prices
than privates. In some instances they are. 8o far as the infantry is
concerned, I see by the law they are not; but a musician of cavalry
is paid $22 a month, and a musician of artillery is paid §22 a month.
Drummers and fifers of artillery are paid §13 a month. They are pro-
vided for in the law. I desire to say to the Senator from Iowa in ref-
erence to these men that I think he is laboring under a mistake when
he says they are paid by the appropriation bill for the Army. These
musicians at West Point are not recognized in the organization of
the Army, but in the organization of West Point. Hence they are
paid in the appropriations for West Point the same as the musicians
are paid in the Army by law, and as money is appropriated o pay the
privatesoldiersand officersof the Army. Itis nseﬁ_smt.e thing, entirely
distinet, and therefore these sums are Esid by different n‘{)propriation
bills. Hence the provision onght to be in this bill, and not in the
gvmmral appropriation bill for the Army, for that does not apply to

est Point.

Mr. ALLISON. I think it very likely that the Senator from Illi-
nois is correct in his statement ; but the committee were misled by
a memorandum farnished at the War Department. I also find, how-
ever, among my papers a reference to section 1322 of the Revised
Statntes, which seems to indicate that the Senator from Illinois is
correct in his statement, and that these musicians are provided for
separately ; but this matter can be arranged in the conference com-
mittee.

Mr. LOGAN. That is true; but the conference committee might
not agree. It will be seen by a reading of the law in reference to
the corps of cadets at West Point that—

The corps of cadets shall be arranged into companies according to the directions
of the Superintendent, each of which shall be commanded by an officer of the Army,

f?éthn purpose of military instruction. To each company shall be added four mu-
sicians,

To each company of what? To each company of cadets at West
Point. Now, to each company in the Army are added two musicians,
and to each company of cadets at West Point are added four musi-
cians. They are a part of the organization at West Point for the in-
struction of the cadets. Hence they are a part of this bill, should
remain in it, and not be stricken out.

Mr. ALLISON. Then I suggest to the Senator that after we
to this amendment he can insert afterward, “ for sixteen musicians
for companies, $2,496,” and that will accomplish the purpose.

Mr. LOGAN. That will accomplish it of course. atever the
a.ﬂn;}mt. of pay is ought to be inserted. Of course that will accom-

ish it.

R Mr. ALLISON. Or there is another mode. Strike out the proviso
only, leaving all of lines 35 and 36 up to the word * provided.” That
will cover the case.

Mr. LOGAN. Yes. While we are speaking about this, let me refer
to the fact that the Senator from Missourisaid he did not understand
why this is so. If the Senator will allow me to read the section of
the law he will see exactly the reason for this drum corps; not for
the horns he talks about, but for the drnm corps.

The corps—
That is, the corps of cadets—
shall be tanght and trained in all the daties of a private , IOD ioned

officer, and officer, be encamped at least three months in eac‘l?yw, and shall
be taught and trained in all the duties incident to a regular camp.

There is the reason why the drum and fife are required at West
Point. The cadets are in camp for three months of the year to be
trained in the duties of the private soldier; that is, they carry the
musket, learn the manual of arms, stand gunard, do camp duty and
everything of that kind that pertains to a private soldier in camp.
I shonld hate very much to see them deprived of that which is abso-
lutely necessary to make the necessary calls in camp for the soldier—
to see them deprived of the drum and fife.

Mr. MAXEY. I will state as an additional fact that the corps of
cadets perform gnard doty and that they Perform guard duty during
the entire year. Guard mounting takes place every morning during
the entire academic year as well as during the encampment.

Mr. LOGAN. In guard mounting in the morning and in relieving

141

the guard afterward, it is always done to the drum and fife in every
camp.

MF. MAXEY. And throughout the entire academic year guard
mounting takes place precisely as during the encampment period.

Mr. BOGY. I think Iam learning something on this subject. Ido
not wish my friends on the right or on the left to think that I am
warring against the fife and the drum. I have been in favor of the
fife and the drom from the beginning, but I am against this large,
big band of wind instruments. Will my friend from Illinois tell me
what call ismade by this big fiddle called the basso,so 1 that yon
have got to put it down and play on the reverse? What military cali
is made by that instrument? Do you know, sir?

Mr. LOGAN. It calls sinners to repentance. [Laughter.]

Mr. BOGY. I hope my friend will experience the beneficial effects
of that call. Then what is the use of the trombone in a military way?
Will the Senator tell me?

Mr. LOGAN. It is a strange question for a Frenchman to agk an
American.

Mr. BOGY. That may be; but I should like to see an American
who ean answer a question.

Mr. LOGAN. I do not know that I care about being interrogated
on the subject of musical instruments. I am not a musical instrument
myself. [Laughter.] I expect I know aslittle about them, perhaps,
as the Senator from Missouri.

Mr, BOGY. I desire to place myself right. I see from the Sena-
tor’s bad temper that he misunderstands me.

Mr, LOGAN. Not bad temper. The Senator is very much mis-

en.

Mr. BOGY. I suppose the temper is bad because the Senator says
what he could not have said in a good temper. Therefore he must have
been in bad temper.

Mr. LOGAN. I certainly did not say anything that indicated bad

temper. -~

Mr. BOGY. It certainly was in bad temper. But, sir, it comes to
this—

Mr. LOGAN. When I said “ Frenchman,” if that is what the Sen-
ator takes exception to, it was certainly playfully said. I did not
mean any offense by it.

Mr. BOGY. I take no exception to it at all. My exception is onl
to the manner, not to the matter. I only wish to say that, althoug
these instruments may be of some use to indicate certain movements
of an army, as the bugle to the cavalry, most of these instruments are
purely for the amusement of the cadets of West Point in their social
relations, and I say that we ought not to require the people of the
United States to pay for that amusement. That is all. The fife and
the drum are all right; but the basso, fiddle, and the trombone, and
the triangle, and the ﬁmgﬂﬁnu bugle, brought over by the Asiatics
when they first invaded Europe in }Funi;ary, for the same old instru-
ment is preserved in our Army, now called the Hungarian bugle,) are
of no use at the present day. They can be of no use in our Army,
and I wish the fact to go before the country that the money of the
people is bcinfg expended for these useless things.

usic is well enough, but I do not think that we should furnish
music for the mere amusement of the persons who happen to be at
West Point. It ought to be known to the country that we are edu-
cating a class of young men at the expense of the people, who, while
being educated, are under the heavy pay of forty-five to fifty dollars
a month, so that with that money they can pay for their f and for
their clothing, but these young men are fed and clothed at the public
expense. In addition to that, this music is furnished to them. In
addition to that, a course of education preparing them alone for civil
life and not for military life is furnished to them. .

These are my objections, and I do not intend to trifle with the sub-
ject, and I did not mean to be trifled with when I asked the question
to what purpose could these instrnments be put in this band, and the
Senator could not answer it. Ididnotexpect he could. Ianticipated
from his military experience that he could not, because the question
cannot be properly answered. These bands are furnished merely as
a means of amusement to the young gentlemen who are paid o go to
‘West Point to be eduncated, a large portion of whom resign soon after
they are educated. That is my objection.

I remember to have read that in the French Emperor’s celebrated
retreat from Moscow music played a conspicnous part, and that his
own wonderful spirits never gave way until his music was destroyed.
The wind instruments, these chaps who blow on all these various
horns, of course were soon played out ; in that cold climate they could
not blow very long and those instruments were very soon stopped.
One at a time it was reported that such a band had stopped. The
emperor showed Emnt anxiety that the musie should be kept up,
knowing very well that as long as the music could be kept up by
which this army, which had been collected from various parts of
Europe, not alone from France, but from all parts of Europe, conld
be reminded of the airs of their own home, of their own fireside, it
would inspire them with hope and courage ; and he knew human na-
ture so W(ﬁl that he knew it was important to maintain that spirit;
and history tells us that when he was informed that all the bands
were destroyed he prononnced it the greatest calamity which had
happened to the army. But finally he inqnired, *“ Is there a druom and
a fife left 1” They told him yes, the drums and fifes were all safe.
#Then,” said he, “we have music enongh.” Finally the fife troze
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out and he was left alone with the drum; and that is said to be the
history of his retreat from Moscow.

I see provided in your bill here an appropriation to pay for a teacher
of music at West Point. He had a teacher of music with his army,
and he sent for the teacher of musie, explained to him the organiza-
tion of the army snd the importance of maintaining some music to
keep up the courage of those men who were being borne down by the
cold weather and the pressure of the enemy, and told him to com-
pose a march adapted to their peculiarly eruel condition, in which the
men could be reminded of their own homes, of their own native land,
and that that march should be adapted alone to the drum, because
all other instruments had been stopped; and hence it is said that the
celebrated march called * The Retreat fmm Moscow ” was composed.
That is said to be the history of that march.

On certain occasions, then, music may be very well; but in this
case I say aband is an abuse; it is throwing away the money of the
people for amusement, in addition to the salary that you pay the
young men to be educated, a large portion of whom resign, and if
they do not resign they onght to pay their own expenses at West
Point. There is no more reason why a man should be paid to go into
the Army or into the Navy than why he should be paid to go into
the public service of the nation in any other capacity. The whole
system ought to be abolished.

Mr. ALLISON. I ask leave to modify the amendment so as to strike
out the proviso only, in order to meet the suggestions made by the
Senator from Illinois and the Senator from West Virginia.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. What is the Senator's proposition 1

Mr. ALLISON. Tostrike out in line 36, all after the word “ dollars,”
down to and including line 42, and insert what the committee have
inserted.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the committee
is to strike out and insert. That motion will have to be put. The
Senator now moves to strike ont a portion of the text proposed by the
committee to be stricken out ; that isthe proviso. The question is on
that amendment to the amendment.

Mr. DAVIS. What will be the effect of that?

Mr. ALLISON. It simply strikes out the proviso which repealssec-
tions 9 and 10 of the act of 1575.

Mr. DAVIS. That has already been stricken out by a vote of fhe
Senate, as I understand.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question now is on concurring
in that amendment, pending which the Senator from Iowa moves to
strike out a portion of that text. The first question ison the amend-
ment to the amendment, and then the question will recur on striking
out and inserting.

Mr. STEVENSON. I will ask the Senator from Iowa what is the
proviso? On what page and line is it T

Mr. ALLISON. It begins on page 2, with line 36 of the bill; it is
the proviso in relation to the music.

Mr. DAVIS. The effect of the amendment of the Senator from
Towa would be to provide for the sixteen musicians and strike out that
part which regcals the section in relation to the band.

Mr. ALLISON. That is the object.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Iowa moves to
strike out the proviso in a portion of the text moved to be stricken
out.

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The amendment, as amended, was concurred in.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I inquire of the Senator from Iowa
whether, as it now stands, the bill provides for that portion of the
band created last year?

Mr. ALLISON. Idid not hear the Senator from Maine.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. My inquiry is whether the band is now
provided for, after the amendment has been acted on 1

Mr. ALLIéON. Yes, sir; it is provided for.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very well.

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the pill to be
read a third time.

The bill was read the third time, and passed.

DANIEL STICKNEY.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask the Senate to proceed to the con-
sideration of the resolution I offered yesterday.

The resolution was read, as follows:

Resolped, That during the present session it shall be in order at any time to move
n recess, and, pending an appropriation bill, to move to confine debate on amend-
ments thereto to five minutes by any Sensator on the pending motion, and such mo-
tion shall be decided without debat

Mr. HAMLIN. I think that resolntion will lead to a little debate;
and I ask my colleague to indulge me in calling up a private bill that
I think will not occupy three minutes.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If my colleague will allow this resolu-
tion to be taken t}}p, I will yield with great pleasure.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to taking up the
resolution ¥

Mr. STEVENSON. I object.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then the Chair will put the question
on taking up the resolution for consideration.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution is before the Senate.

Mr. HAMLIN. Now, with the cénsent of my colleague, I ask for
the consideration of Senate bill No. 446,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 1f there be no objection, the reso-
lution will be informally postponed for that purpose.

There being no objection, the bill (8. No. 446) for the relief of Dan-
iel Stickney, of Presque Isle, Maine, was read the second time and
considered as in Committeeof the Whole. It provides for the payment
of §222.25 to Daniel Stickney, to re-imburse him for money-order funds
stolen from his office, when he was postmaster, on the night of An-
gust 7, 1873,

Mr. HAMLIN. I think I can state the case, if any Senator wishes
it, quicker than the report can be read ; but if Senators are satisfied,
I shall not take up time.

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading,
read the third time, and passed.

DEBATE ON APPROPRIATION BILLS.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution of the Senator from
Maine [ Mr. MoRrRILL] is before the Senate. y

Mr. DAVIS. I ask the Senator from Maine whether the clause as
to taking a recess is intended for appropriation bills only or to apply
at any period ¥

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I will say to my friend that the resolu-
tion is simply with reference to appropriation bills. This resolution
does not adopt the five-minute rule, but places the Senate in a con-
dition where upon an appropriation bill, if it is deemed necessary,
the Senate may prder the five-minute rule. I think it is better to
adopt it now, before we gef into any debate on bills of this character.
It is the usual annnal resolution which we have followed for several
years past. It has no application to anything before us at the pres-
ent time.

Mr. DAVIS. I think, if my friend from Maine will read his reso-
lufion, he will find that in regard to ordering a recess it will reach
all legislation, and is not confined to appropriation bills. I ask him
to amend it. ]

M STEVENSON. Ido not construe this resolution as the Senator
from Maine does. Literally construed, the resolution makes it in order
to move a recess at any time npon any bill. The resolution is:

Resolved, That during the present session it shall be in order at any time to move
a recess—

That is an independent part of the sentence which does not confine
it at all to the pendency of an appropriation bill. And then it goes

further—

and pending an appropriation bill to move to confine debate on 1 theret
to five mhit.uhmthv any Senator on the pending motion, and such motion shall be
decided withou 7

If this resolution is adopted, it will be in order to move a recess at
any time or at any moment upon any proposition. Subsequently, if
an appropriation bill is under discussion, you can move to confine
debate on amendments thereto to five minutes by any Senator on a
pending motion, and such motions shall be decided without debate.
1am opposed to the resolution on both grounds. I think thisisa
time when Senators should have a right to diseuss appropriation bills
longer than five minutes. It isa proposition to stifle debate. Appro-
priations of great magnitude may come before the Senate, and I hope
the Senate will not stifle debate by saying that no Senator shall under-
take to discuss an appropriation bill longer than five minutes.

As to the other part of the resolution, I do not see its object. You
can move a recess now, and certainly resolution as worded does
not confine the right to move a recess to the period when appropria-
tion bills are under discussion. The words of the resolution are—

That, during the present session, it shall be in order at any time to move a re-
cess—
irrespective of what the subject-matter of discussion is. I do hope
that this resolution will not be adopted.

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, if the resolution is to be adopted,
there is no doubt that an amendment should be made prohibiting in-
congruous amendments from being offered. Appropriations are the
simple business bills of the body, for the appropriation of funds which
have been estimated by the Departments and examined by commit-
tees; and, therefore, the subject-matter has been censidered practi-
cally before it comes into the Senate. Perhaps the limitation of de-
bate upon mere money appropriations fo five minutes to each amend-
ment by each Senator is rather business like, and not altogether
unreasonable ; but unquestionably, in addition to the resolution as it
is now proposed, there should be a provision that amendments to an
appropriation bill should be germane to the bill.

the first place, it is a vicious method of legislation to attempt to
ingraft general legislation upon special appropriation bills; and yet it
has been done before now, and matters of very importance have
in this hasty way been ingrafted upon bills intended for nothing more
than the appropriation of money for the proper expenses of the Gov-
ernment. I suggest, therefore, to the honorable Senator from Maine
who has the resolution in ch that he should limit the amend-
ments to matters germane to the appropriation bills. I remember
very well some years , when a proposition of this kind was pro-
osed, the restriction which I now suﬁgeat was added ; and when we
imited debate npon mere money bills, or what youn may term the
items of money bills, to five minutes, we provided that the amend-
ments upon which debate was so limited should be strictly germane
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1o the subject under consideration. I trust some one will offer such
an amendment now, in order that measures of a genal‘al legislative
character shall not be sprung npon the Senate in the shape of amend-
ments to those bills which ought to have nothing of the kind con-
nected with them.

The provision for a recess I do not precisely understand the neces-
sity for. Should it so happen that an appropriation bill, which is
oftentimes tedious and needs time for its consideration, should occupy
too much of the day, it has been the custom of the Senate to have
night sessions; and I suppose that this rule looked to such a con-
tingency. But I do not know why a motion for a recess should not
be in order withont having a special rnle adopted for it. I trust,
however, that no amendment incongrnous in its nature to an appro-
priation bill under consideration will be allowed to be oﬁ‘erag. A
reference to the resolution passed in the Senate before will give the
phraseology of the rule that worked ameﬁot,nbly. I think language
merely declaring that no amendment shall be in order which is not
germane to the subject-matter of the bill would bring the matter
git_hin that business scope which I believe the Senator from Maine

esires.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. This resolution is introduced in the in-
terest of the dispatch of business. The experience of the Senate for
the last two or three years has rendered it that some time
during the session when we are pressed by appropriation bills some
method of this kind should be pursued. This is alittle in advance of
any important necessity, I admit; but the principle, I submit, is such
ﬁ the Senate will find it proper sooner or later in the session to

opt.

I will say to my honorable friend from Delaware that the especial
object of putting in the clause as to a recess here is that it is accom-
panied with the right to move to confine debate, and the resolution
Emvidea for two motions on neither of which shall there be any de-

ate. Withont that a recess might be moved, but the motion would
be open to debate. For instance, we are in the midst of an impor-
tant question of any kind and the Senate have got impatient and de-
sire to nﬂoum. The Senator will see that no vote could be taken
under such circumstances on a motion for a night session, or an ex-
tended session, for a recess instead of an adjournment. Therefore
this special resolution gives the riﬁht at any time to move a recess
and declares that that question shall be taken withont debate. The
object is to secure the right to have a vote on taking a recess with-
out any debate, and the additional right on appropriation bills to
have a five-minute rule applied whenever, in the judgment of the
Senate, the time has come to do it. This is a rule that the experience
of the Senate has found to be necessury at a late period of the ses-
sion; and I wish to say that we are here now at the end of three
months of this session and as yet, so far as this particular branch
of the publie service is concerned—appropriations—we have done liter-
ally next to nothing. No bill has yet been consummated, and the
bills that have come to the Senate are usually those that are passed
in a single hour, merely nominal. We have spent days, weeks on
them. Yesterday and to-day we spent an entire legislative day on
“he music we shonld have at West Point and the only question in-
volved in it was whether there should be a few more or a few less
musicians, and the money we spent in examining that question wounld
probably pay the $14,000 appropriated for the band several times
over. On the supposition that we are to continue this session as we
have begun, we shall be next year here appropriating for the current
fiscal year; we shall be in the condition of the old gentleman at one
of the Departments who was put npon the business of counting dilap-
idated fractional eurrency and was not willing to take the amount
of money eounted for his wages. There is no end unless some such
policy as this is adopted by which those having the control of the
appropriation committees can bring the Senate to a vote. There is
no such thing as ending this session within any reasonable time as
matters now are.

Of course, Mr. President, I have no anxiety on this subject. I feel
it my duty to present it to the Senate. If the resolution is acoaft—
able, very well; otherwise, it is just as well so far as I am personally
concerned.

I move to amend the resolution in the last line by adding the let-
ter “s” to “motion,” so as to read:

And such motions shall be decided without debate.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 1s there objection to that modifica-
tion? The Chair hears none, and the modification will be made.

Mr. BAYARD. I move to amend the resolution by adding to it :

But no amendment to an appropriation bill shall be in order which is not germane
to such bill.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I think that would destroy the efficiency
of the rule entirely. Almost all the amendments w{ich would be
proposed to an appropriation are of that character; and, if the rule
only applies to snch amendments as are germane to the bill, the whole
utility of the rule I should consider lost.

Mr. EDMUNDS. If we could have an effectual rule that should
provide, as to House bills as well as our own amendments, that
everything in them should be struck out which was of a legislative
character other than the mere appropriation of money to carry out
existing laws, we should make a good step in the right direction.
But the difficulty which we labor under here is that every session,

IV—S86

this and all former ones, the appropriation bills of the House come
over here with provisions in them of a legislative character, not
merely providing money out of the Treasury to do what the law al-
ready enjoins, but to do something else, to change the body of the
laws in connection with the appropriation of the money to carry them
out, which is a very bad prineiple, and one which if we had refused
to act upon for years past, as we must do at last, we should have
saved the Government a great deal of money and the law a great deal
of confusion.

Now, if the Committee on Appropriations and the Committee on
Rules can contrive some means by which when an appropriation bill
comes here from the House of Representatives every&ing in it shall
be struck out other than the mere appropriation of money to carry
ont existing laws, no matter if it is only half the money the law re-
quires; that any change in the body of the law shall be struck out
once and forever; then we shall have done the country a t deal
of service. But I do not know that there is any hope of that. Cer-
tainly this amendment of the Senator from Delaware looks in the
other direction ; for, as the Senator from Maine has said, the question
of whether a matter is germane to the bill is rather indefinable. You
can make almost everything germane. If a bill provides for the pay-
ment of the salary of the President of the United States, you can say
in mere philosophic sense that it is perfectly germane to provide that
hereafter it shall be $100,000 a year, or that hereafter it shall be §10,000
a year, and so of every one of the appropriations that are made to
carry out the existing law and to carry on the operations of the Gov-
ernment. You can add to each sum of money for each particular item
a provision on the general subject of the duties of the officer and the
structure of the department under which he aets, and, in fact, you

.can draw in the whole body of the laws. That is not what we desire

to do; we desire to do exactly the reverse; and therefore to provide,
as this amendment does by implication, that while nothing not ger-
mane shall be offered, everthing that is germane may be offered, is to
open the door wide. Hence it goes, as it appears to me, in the wrong
direction. We have a standing rule of the Senate which is a great
deal better than the amendment offered by the Senator from Dela-
ware.

Mr. DAVIS. I want to appeal to my friend from Maine whether
the resolution had not better go to the Committee on Rules. It is
early in the session, much earlier probably than we have ever adopted
such a rule. I shall be in favor of it when there is a necessity for it ;
but, as I understand the resolution, it will allow us to move for a recess
at any time, no matter whether an appropriation bill is under discus-
sion or not. It is known further that at this time there is no appro-
priation bill ready for action by the Senate. I would ask the chair-
man of the Committee on Appropriations if it would not be satisfac-
tory to him to let the resolution go to the Committee on Rules? It
will only take a short time for them to. report it back.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. In re to the question of time, we
have adopted this rule at & muoch earlier period of the session hereto-

fore. We have adopted it sometimes in January.

Mr. DAVIS. Was not that during the short session 7

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Yes, during the short session. Tadmit
that there is less necessity for the adoption of it at an early period

now than heretofore. But this is nota question to be sent to the Com-
mittee on Rules at all. If thereisanything well settled, it is that the
Senate has found it necessary to adopt such a rule as this. Unless my
friend has it in his mind that it is desirable to add something to this
rule, such a provision, for instance, as the S8enator from Vermont has
snggested, I can see no necessity for sending it to the Committee on
Rules.

I feel no especial urgency about this. It is the usnal method pur-
sued. If the Senate is not ready to act upon it, very well. If it is,
1 should like to have it disposed of.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment
pro by the Senator from Delaware.

The question being put ; there were upon division—ayes 18, noes 17.

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered.

Mr. BAYARD. I am surprised that there should be any objection
to so reasonable a proposition as this. I can understand that in de-
bate on money bills, five minutes on each amendment, where the sub-
ject has before that time been scrutinized first by the Department
and then submitted to a committee and by the committee to the body,
may be sufficient. There can be no difficulty where a Senator desires
to discuss a subject, to offer further amendments, or have permission
to continue his remarks. But, as I said when I rose to propose this
amendment, it is a vicious kind of legislation to ingraft general legis-
lation on specific measures of appropriation for a certain purpose.
The rule of the Senate has been, and I trust always will continue, that
they shall be limited only by the discretion of the speakers. These
being however mere business bills, I can recognize the efficiency of the
proposed rule for the expedition of business; but I submit that it
would be only just, where you depart from the u.sa.ﬁre of the SBenate
and arbitrarily fix five minutes as the limitation of ebate, that you
should couple it with the understanding that the amendment offered
shounld be germane to the bill.

If it were not confined to mere money bills, mere business meas-
ures, I cannot believe the Senate would agree to have any limitation
of debate fixed upon it; but as these are mere business bills involv-
ing items of Government expenditure, it seems to me eminently proper
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that no other items of a different character and no provisions of a dif-
ferent nature of a general legislative character should be in order
when offered as amendments. I remember very well that when this
limitation of five minutes was offered some years ago and adopted by
the Senate it was conpled with a proposition similar in character to
that which I now pro I remember it very well, because we of
the minority considered that there had been a violation of the lan-
guage of the rule by the admission by the presiding officer of the Sen-
ate of an amendment which was not germane to the bill. It led to a
long and exciting discussion that lasted an entire night. It wasow-
ing to the belief that the rnle of the Senate had been violated by the
ruling of the Clair. My recollection is very distinet. I seenoreason
why the same acc:)mpmlyinﬁ Iu-nposition to limit the subject-matter
of amendments, that they shall be germane to the general subject of
the bill, should not be made part of this restrictive rule on debate
that the Senate for the dispatch of business propose now to adopt.
I cannot understand any reasonable objection to the proposition I
offer, and I trust the Senate will agree with me on that subject.

Mr, KERNAN. Mr. President, I am in favor of a resolution like
this in reference to appropriation bills. On bills appropriating money
for specific objects, I think a debate of five minutes each will enable
us to do business in a business-like way ; but shonld there be amend-
ments entertained not germane to the appropriation of money, it
might be a question that we ought to be heard upon for a longer
period. I will take a recent illustration. Look at section 4 of one of
the general appropriation bills of 1873. That section, being the last
one, provides for bringing suits ; provides for enforcing decrees ; pro-
vides that a certain railroad company shall not be subject to the bank-
rupt laws ; provides that it shall not make dividendsin a certain way ;
provides that the United States courts may enforce writs of mandamus
in a certain way. If such an amendment as that comes np andis en-
tertained, it seems to me the Senate would not attempt to say that
there should not be a debate upon it longer than five minutes; and
as that has been the practice, till we can get a joint rule or some rule
to prevent it, I think there should be no difficnlty in saying that this
limitation of five minutes shall not apply if there is under considera-
tion some subject not germane to an appropriation bill. Therefore I
hope the original resolution will be adopted ; and I think we should
add to it this limitation to gnard against being cut off by a technical
rule from discussing some matter that is under consideration that re-
quires a longer discussion than five minutes.

I shall vote for the original resolution anyhow; but I hope we shall
put on this proviso, that if there is under consideration something
that has really nothing to do with the appropriation bill before the
Senate, it may be debated longer.

Mr. DAVIS. Is it in order to move to refer the resolution to the
Committee on Rules?

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion is in order.

Mr. DAVIS. I make that motion. )

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from West Virginia
moves to refer the resolution to the Committee on Rules.

The motion was not agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. The question recurs on the amend-
ment of the Senator from Delaware, upon which the yeas and nays
have been ordered.

Mr. SARGENT. I shall vote against this amendment, not because
1 am desirous that amendments not germane to appropriation bills
shall be added to them, buf becanse I think the thirtieth rule of the
Senate is more stringent than this rule wonld be with the amendment
added to it. That excludes certain classes of legislation which it
says shall not go on appropriation bills. I want to hold to that rule.
I fear that this weakens it, and therefore I shall vote against it.

Mr. COCKERELL. May I ask the Senator what rule it is ¥

Mr. SARGENT. Rule 30, which is as follows:

No amendment pm{min{.' additional appropriations shall be received toany gen-
eral appropriation nll, unless it be made to carry out the provisions of some exist-
ing law, or some act or resolution previously passed by the Senate during that ses-
sion, or moved by direction of a slam.linF or select committee of 1he Senate, or in
parsuance of an estimate from the head of some of the Departments ; und no amend-
ment shall be received whose object is t.olpmvitlo for a private claim, unless it be
to earry out the provisions of an existing law or a treaty stipalaiion.

All amendments to general appropriation bills reported from committees of the
Senate, proposing uew items of appropriation, shall one day before they are offersd
be referred to the Committee on A ppropriations, and all general appropriation bills
shall be referred to the said committee ; and in like manner, notice of amendmentsa
to bills making appropriations for rivers and harbors shall be given and referred
to the committee to which such bills shall be referred.

Any pending amendment to a general appropriation bill may be laid on the table
without affecting the bill.

I wish to preserve that rule in its integrity and I fear this amend-
ment weakens it, and for that reason I shall vote against it.

Mr. BAYARD. All of the excluded amendments to general appro-
priation bills referred to in this rule are stated in the alternative,
and they are all very well; but they donot cover the difficulty which
my amendment is meant torelieve against. Under the rules, as they
stand now, unlimited debate is allowed upon all matters. Some
amendments are there excluded. That is all very well; but there is
no reason why an incongruous amendment, even from a committee
ora Department, should be placed on an appropriation bill. The in-
stance just cited by the honorable Senator from New York [Mr.
KErxaxN] is foreibly in point. Upon an appropriation bill a matter
entirely inconsistent with the object of the bill, a matter of general

and important legislation, was ingrafted, and nnder this rule could
be ingrafted without the opportunity of discussion. I very well re-
member that it was upon the Army appropriation bill, in 1872, that
it was pro| as an amendment to give power to the President of
the United States to suspend the writ of habeas corpus in any part of
the Union, if he saw fit, for another year. It was that illustration of
the danger of such multifarions legislation, and not only multifarious,
which in itself is a vice, but legislation to be adopted under this pres-
ent rule without an opportunity of full debate.

This five-minute ruf; need not be in operation except upon motion
on some particular bill. It may be that an appropriation bill of a
very enlarged character can pass this House, as I have seen it pass,
arrested but little by debate or by comment upon its provisions; and
in such a case as that there would be no necessity for a motion to
adopt this five-minute rule. It is only when a bill drags, it is only
when the temper of the Senate and the subject-matter threaten to
prolong the consideration of it beyond what is reasonable and busi-
ness-like, that the Senator in charge of the bill has the right to move
the imposition of this five-minute limitation on debate. When that
is to be done, then it is time that we should strictly insist that meas-
ures not germane to the subject of the hill should not be sprung upon
the Senate during that period of limitation on debate. That is all.
The other rule that has been referred to by the Senator from Cali-
fornia wonld remain in force, whether the limitation upon debate had
been ordered under this rule or not. It is only npon the oceasion of
the imposition of a limitation on debate that I wonld suggest that
the measures proposed should be of the nature of the bill itself, and
not be incongruons or in the nature of general legislation.

I remember once when the law repealing the exclusion of witnesses
on the ground of interest in the courts of justice was adopted by the
Senate and by Congress, it was found not in a bill by itself, but found
as an amendment to some appropriation bill; and any man who had
oceasion to find out the law, to learn its letter and its scope, was com-
pelled to look almost as for a needle in a hay-stack to find it in the
statutes of the United States. An exceedingly important provision,
making all persons, parties or otherwise, competent witnesses in the
courts of the United States, nutwithat.undin[; their interest, was put
on as an amendment to an appropriation bill and possibly decided in
a debate limited to five minutes. I mention that asan illustration of
how intongrnons may be amendments, and how, when they are in-
congruous, they should not be subjected at least to this limitation of
five minntes,

It is true that under our rules it is in order tolay an amendment to an
appropriation bill on the table, which motion prevailing carries to the
table the amendment and does not disturb the bill. Nevertheless I
think it is eminently in favor of a proper class of legislation that in-
congruous measures should not be blended in the same act ; and that
is made more necessary when the general rules of the Senate in re-
gard to unlimited debate shall be set aside for a mere business

urpose. :
5 Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I think that legislation upon an
appropriation bill is manifestly improper and is an evil which has
grown to very great proportions within a few years, and I should
cheerfully vote for n joint rule prohibiting legislation upon any ap-
propriation bill and confining the appropriation bills to carrying out
existing laws, appropriating the necessary money for the purposes
already provided for by statute. But it would be manifestly placing
ourselves in a false position if we should allow the House of Repre-
sentatives to send us appropriation bills with legislation npon them
without our having the privilege of rejecting or altering their legis-
lation or proposing something in its stead. It would bring us here
merely to record their edicts or to deny them, while we no such
privilege ourselves.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question ison the amendment
of the SBenator from Delaware, [Mr. BAYARD,] upon which the yeas
and nays have been ordered.

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 25, nays
28; as follows:

YEAS—Messrs. Bay: , Cockrell, Cooper, Davis, Denni ., -
thwaite, Hitcheoc J{imm%vonus of Fluridn,p?ieﬂy, ]g::mnn. Ee?}t?:l}rg:;g.
MeDonald, Maxey, Merrimon, Norwood, Ransom, Stevenson, Thunman, Wallace,
Whyte, and Withers—25.

A Mk A e iy, DU Conneon o6 Wissonsa, Couktng
o il Siiehalt Mol of Main Sfovoyy upalls Joncs
%ﬂl&?ﬁﬁ%’luby. Paddock, Sargent, Spencer, Wadleigh, West, Windom, and

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Booth, Bruce, Burnside, Cameron of Pennsylvania,
Caperton, Christiancy, Clayton, Conover, Dawes, English, Gordon, Hamlin, Howe,
Patterson, Randolph, :Bnbemou, Saunlsbury, Sharon, and Sherman—20.

So the amendment was rejected.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the resolution,

The resolution was agreed to.

CENTRAL BRANCH UNION PACIFIC ROAD.

Mr. WRIGHT. Imove to proceed to the consideration of Senate
bill No. 60. Ido not ask for action this afternoon, but I call it up so
that it may be the pending order for to-morrow.

The motion was s to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (8. No. 60) declaring the true
intent and meaning of the Union Pacific Railvoad acts approved July
1, 1862, July 2, 1264, and July 3, 1866, and for other purposes,
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Mr. WRIGHT. I have no wish to proceed with the bill to-day. I
call it up vow for this reason: The Senator from Kansas [Mr. IN-
GarLLs] said that when the bill should be called up he would be very
rlad that I would bring it to the attention-of the Senate the day be-
ore, so that if he desired to address himself to the bill he might do
so. I am quite willing to give way for a motion to adjourn or for an
executive session ; but before doing so I wish to say that a report was
made on this bill at the last session of Con which discussed the
entire question. I have no disposition to discuss it, and do not expect
to discuss it. 1 would be very glad if Senators would take up that
report and examine it, if ible, before to-morrow, so that we may
dispose of the question with as little delay as possible.

Mr, INGALLS. If I remember correctly, the report to which the
Senator from Iowa alludes embraces uhoutéfty-eight printed pages.
“The Senate will therefore see that the subject is one of considerable
importance, and that it will reqnire probably a large amount of dis-
cussion and debate. I venture to express the hope also that if this
subject is taken up it may be with the understanding that there is to
be a full consideration of it npon an understanding of the questions
involved.

Mr. WRIGHT. I have not any expectation that the Senate will
alispose of it otherwise than after the very fullest consideration. I
only referred to the report that was made by the committee for the
reason that it goes into the snbject very fully; and I am very sure if
Senators can have time to examine the report they will understand
the entire question much better than they can from any debate that
may take place here. I have no desire, however, to limit the debate
on the bill in any way whatever.

Mr. SARGENT. Ishouldlike to ask the Senator from Towa whether
the purpose of this bill is not to negative a conclusion which the Gov-
ernment heretofore has maintained; that is to say, whether it is not
to assert, by excluding a negative, that certain privileges were granted
to a company by the Government; that a land grant which the Gov-
ernment up to this time has denied that its legislation gave to the
company it will receive? The [bill stating that it shall not have be-
yond a certain point, is it not in effect a grant np to that point, and
so intended ¥ .

Mr. WRIGHT. T am not certain that the Senator understands the

urport of the bill which relates to the Central Branch of the Union
E’Miﬁc Railroad. The bill is in entire accord and harmony with the
decisions of all departments of the Government up to about the time
that a resolntion was introduced by the Senator from New York, [ Mr.
CONELING,] which was the foundation for this bill.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera-
tion of executive business.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid-
eration of executive business. After ten minntes spent in executive
session the doors were re-opened, and (at three o’clock and thirty min-
utes p. m.) the Senate adjon .

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

TUESDAY, February 29, 1876.

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
I. L. TownsEND, D. D.
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

CORRECTION OF THE RECORD.

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Indiana. I rise to a question of privilege. 1
am reported in the RECORD of to-day as having introduced a bill
yesterday and made a motion to refer it to the Committee of the
Whole House, which was decided against me by the Chair; and here
is the remark I am reported as having made :

Mr. WiLLL of Indiana. I do not ask that the bill shall be made a special
order at all. The motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole has preference
over all other committees, as the Chair will see if he will look at Rule 59,

What I said was to page 69 of the Digest and also to page 170 of
the Rules of the House. I now ask the attention of the Chair and I
will read the rnle. =

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say to the gentleman that it
is very clear that the correction should be made in the RECORD as he
desires, and unless he desires a further hearing it will be so ordered.

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Indiana. I merely want to read the rule as the
reason why I made the motion:

The rules and practice of the House recognize two Committees of the Whole,
namely, the Committes of the Whole House on the state of the Union, to which are
referred publie bills and public bnsiness, and the Committee of the Whole House,
to which are referred private bills and private business,

* When a resolntion shall be offered, or a motion made to refer any subject, and
different conmittees shall be 111‘1’) , the guestion shall be taken in the following
order: The Committee of the ole Housa on the state of the Union; the Com-
wittes of the Whole House ; a standing committee ; a select committee.”

I therefore made a motion that the bill should be referred to the
committee first in order, and I was overrnled.

RED CLOUD AGENCY IN NEBRASKA.

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House the

following message from the President of the United States:
EXECUTIVE MANSION, February 28, 1876,
To the Senate and House of Representatives :

I lay before you herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior,
of date of the 26th instant, upon the subject of the deficiency o pplies at the
Red Cloud agency, Nebraska. This matter has already bm:;legmenml to you by
the Secretary, and the House of Representatives has requested investigation by a
military officer of the canses of this deficicney. 1 have taken the proper steps to
comply with this request of the House, but the present need of supplies is not dis-
puted. A prolonged delay in furnishing provisious tothese Indians will caunse great
ilistress n.nH be likely to lpruvolm raids on the white settlements and probably lead
to general outbreak and hostilities, I therefore deem it proper to invite your at-
tention to early and favorable action upon the estimates heretofore snd herewith

submitted. These estimates and the views of the Becretsry in regard to this
emergency meet with my full concurrence, and I recommend that the appropria-
tion amkuffurmay be made at the earliest day possible. O & RN

Mr. RANDALL. It is proper that I shounld say that the Committee
on Appropriations considered this subject and were not able to get
that information whieh they deemed essential, and therefore they
made a report to the House recommending that the President of the
United States should appoint an officer to go to the Red Cloud agency
with a view of learning the facts, Now h]is communication would
seem to imply that the President desires an appropriation for this de-
ficiency prior to the report of that Army officer. I do not know what
the judgment of the Committee on Appropriations would be in that
connection ; but unless that report is to be postponed for an unreason-
able length of fime, I think we shonld await its reception. There
have been gross frauds perpetrated in connection with this agency.
Last year we made a suflicient appropriation to cover all the expenses
of the agency. Inaddition, there has been a disregard of law. But,
as the President of the United States seems to consider it of sufficient
importance to send a communication to the Honse upon the subject,
of course the Committee on Appropriations will at once p to
consider it.

Mr. ATKINS. Has the officer been appointed by the President for

Ot RAND
Mr. ALL. The President so states in his communication. I
move that the message of the President, with the accompanying docu-
ments, be referred to the Committee on Appropriations and printed.
The motion was agreed to.

INDIAN DEPREDATIONS.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House sundry communnications
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in eompliance with
the provisions of the act of May 29, 1872, the claims of mangspersons
for indemnity for depredations ecommitted by sundry bands of In-
dians ; which were referred to the Committee of Claims.

SIOUX INDIANS.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre-
tary of the Interior, transmitting an estimate for an appropriation
of §25,000 to pay the Sioux Indians for relinquishing the right to hunt
in certain territory ; which was referred to the Committee on Appro-
priations. ] *

ALASKA.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre-
tary of War, transmitting the copy of a brief on the subject of the
furisdiction of the War Department over the Territory of Alaska;
which was referred to the Committee on the Territories, and ordered
to be printed.

H. E. EBSTEIN.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre-
tary of War, calling attention to his letter of the 4th of December,
1874, recommending the passage of a bill for the relief of Lieutenant
H. E. Ebstein, Twenty-first Infantry; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs.

LEAVENWORTH STREET RAILROAD COMPANY.

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hounse a letter from the Secre-
tary of War, transmitting, in connection with his letter of Fely
16, the reports of Generals Pope and Sherman on the bill to grant the
right of way to the Leavenworth Street Railroad Company across the
Fort Leavenworth military reservation; which was referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

WILLIAM P. ROSS.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from.the Attor-
ney-General, transmitting, in response to a House resolution of the
15th instant, papers and records relating to the complicity of William
P. Ross in the alleged Indian-bounty frauds of John W. Wright ;
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordemd
to be printed.

RADDY M'CONNELL.

Mr. VANCE, of Ohio, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill (H.
R. No. 2-1‘24{{ grantinga pension to Raddy McConnell, of Meigs County,
Ohio, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read a first and second
time, reflerred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, and or-
dered to be printed.
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MRS. CAMELIA DANIELS.

Mr. VANCE, of Ohio, also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill
(H. R. No. 2425) granting a pension to Mrs. Camelia Daniels, of Scioto
Connty, Ohio, mother of James Steele Daniels, deceased, late a private,
Company B, Twenty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

MRS. DORIAS.

Mr. VANCE, of Ohio, also, by unanimons consent, introduced a bill

(H. R. No. 2426) granting a pension to Mrs. —— Dorias, of Lawrence

County, Ohio, mother of August Dorias, deceased, late a private of

Battery L, First Ohio Li%ht Artillery ; which was read a first and

second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or-
dered to be printed.

FREEDMEN'S AFFAIRS. =
Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, submitted the following res-
olution ; which was read, considered, and adopted :
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to transmit

Y
to this House copies of the late reports of the Assistant Adjutant-General James
M. Vincentin regard to freedmen's affairs,

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent tointroduce for considera-
tion at this time the joint resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk.

Mr. KASSON. 1 will not object to the introduction of the joint
resolution for reference.

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman will hear me for one moment I
think he will not object to considering and passing the joint resolu-
tion at this time.

A similar joint resolution was passed by the House on the 22d of
last February, providing for the restoration of the signatures of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence, which, either by the in-
fluence of time or the application of some chemical in taking a copy,
have been almost eff: The resolution provides that tﬁe Secre-
tary of the Interior, the secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, and
the Librarian of Congress shall be a commission to have the signatures
restored, at the expense of the contingent fund of the Interior De-
partment.

Mr. KASSON. If that is all, there is no objection to it.

Mr. KELLEY. A resolution of this kind passed the last House on
the 22d of Februnary, went to the Senate on the 23d, and was lost sight
of in the haste incident to the closing of the session. There can be
no objection to the measure.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the joint resolution.

The joint resolution was read. It provides that a commission, con-
sisting of the Secretary of the Interior, the secretary of the Smith-
sonian Institution, and the Librarian of Con , be empowered to
have resort to such means as will most effectually restore the writin
of the original manuseript of the Declaration of Independence, wit
the signatures appended thereto, now in the United States Patent-
Office, and that the expense attending the same be defrayed out of
the contingent fund of the Interior Department.

There being no objection, the joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) pro-
viding for the restoration of the original Declaration of Independence,
was introduced, read a first and second time, ordered to be engrossed
for a third readiug, read the third time, and passed.

Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint res-
olution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

TIMBER CULTURE.

Mr. SAYLER, by unanimous cousent; reported, from the Commit-
tee on Public Lands, a substitnte (IH. -R. No. 2427) for House bill No.
625, a bill to amend the act entitled “An act to amend an act entitled
‘An act to encourage the growth of timber on the western prairies,’”
approved March 13, 1874, and, for Hsuse bill No. 643, a bill explana-
tory of the timber-culture act; which were read a first and second
time, ordered to be printed, and recommitted to the Committee on
Publie Lands,

LAND ENTRIES WITHIN RAILROAD GRANTS.

Mr, BAYLER. I am also directed by the Committee on Public
Lands to ask that the House order the printing of the communication
of the Jommissioner of the General Land Office in relation to Honse
bill N ., 120 and Senate bill No. 34, with reference to confirming en-
tries of publie lands within the limits of railroad grants. It is avery
important communication containing all the facts with reference to
those grants.

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the printing will be
ordered.

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly.

ESTIMATES OF NAVY DEPARTMENT.
Mr. BURLEIGH. I am directed by the Committee on Naval Affairs

to report back, with amendments, a bill (H. R. No. 1344) directing the
method of anuual estimates of expenditures to be submitted from the
Navy Department; and to ask unanimous consent that the bill, as
amended, be ordered to be printed and made a special order for Thurs-
day next alter the morning hour,

Mr. WOOD, of New York. There is a special order set down for
Thursday—the Hawaiian treati.

Mr. RANDALL. Why could we not, take up this bill after the
morning hour to-day ?

The question being put on the motion to make the bill a special
order for Thursday next, it was not agreed to.

Mr. BURLEIGH. Imove then thatthe bill be ordered to be printed
and recommitted.

Mr. HALE. Not to be brought back on a motion to reconsider,

The motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSBINESS.

Mr. BURCHARD, of Illinois. I move that the various votes this
morning by which bills, &e., have been recommitted and referred be
reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table.

Several members called for the regular order. .

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to ask if it is the pleasure of
the House that certain bills upon the Speaker’s table shall now be
appropriately referred.

here was no objection.
REFUNDING THE NATIONAL DEBT.

The bill (8. No. 478) amendatory of an act entitled “An act to
authorize the refunding of the national debt,” approved July 14, 1870,
and of an act entitled “An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to
authorize the refunding of the national debt,”” approved January 20,
1871, was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time,
and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.

B. P. PATTERSON.

The bill (8. No. 140) for the relief of B. P. Patterson was taken from
the Speaker's table, read a first and second time, and referred to the
Committee of Claims.

G. B, TYLER AXD E, H, LUCKETT.

The bill (8. No. 489) for the relief of G. B. Tyler and E. H. Luck-
ett, assignees of William T. Cheatham, was taken from the Speaker’s
table, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now begins at two minutes
before one o'clock. The regular order is the call of committees for
reports of a publie nature; and the call rests with the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE.

Mr. YOUNG. I call for the consideration of the unfinished busi-
ness of the morning hour.

The SPEAKER. The unfinished business coming over from the
morning hour of Thursday last is a bill (H. R. No. 22536) to further
provide for the building of a custom-house, post-office, court-room,
&e., in the city of Memphis, reported from the Committee on Public
Buildings and Grounds by the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr.
YouxG.] The previous question had been seconded and the main
question ordered, and under the operation thereof the pending amend-
ments had been disposed of. The question now recurs on the en-
grossment and third reading of the bill as amended.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. )

Mr, BEEBE. 1 demand the yeas and nays on the passage of the

bill.

Mr. WELLS, of Missouri. I merely wish to state that this bill
does not make an appropriation of money out of the Treasury, but
simply preseribes a limitation upon the cost of this publie building
for various governmental purposes in the city of Memphis.

The yeas and nays were not ordered.

Mr. BEEBE. Mr. Speaker, is it in order now to move the recom-
mittal of this bill to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds?

The SPEAKER. It is.

Mr. BEEBE. Then I make that motion, and for this reason: I
find upon investigation of this matter that this bill ealls for the ap-

ropriation of $400,000 as at present amended for the purpose of erect-
ing a custom-house, court-house, &ec., where the customsrevenues
amount to but $33,000 a year and the expense of collecting that
$33,000 amounts to about $10,000, making the net revenune to the
Government something like $20,000. As I understand it, the erection
of this building has not yet begun.

Mr. WELLS, of Mississippi. I understand thatthe bill comes over
from the last morning hour under the operation of the previous ques-

tion.

The SPEAKER. The bill did come over from the last morning
hour under the operation of the previous question, but the bill this
morning has been ordered to be en, and read a third time, which
exhausted the Erewiouu question. The question then recurred on the
passage of the bill, when the gentleman from New York [Mr. BEEBE]
moved its recommittal.

Mr. BEEBE. As I understand it, the previous question was de-
manded on the amendments then pending, which, upon consultation
with old members of the House, goes merely to that amendment, and
not to the P re of the bill.

The SPEAKER. The previous question exhausted itself on the
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third reading of the engrossed bill and is not now pending, not having
been called on the passage of the bill. ‘

Mr. BEEBE. I will now resume the floor, and propose only to oc-
cupy the attentior of the House for a little while.

As I have already stated, Mr. Speaker, the net revenue acerning to
the Government at this point was somethinf like $20,000 a year. It
is now proposed to erect a building which is to cost $400,000. The
ﬁcntlemxm from Pennsylvania, [Mr. KELLEY,] when the bill was un-

er consideration on a previous occasion, stated that it was in his
view the better policy to erect these costly and magnificent structures
beeause they were to last for all time, and he took occasion at the
same time to assure this House of the deep interest he felt in the wel-
fare of the working classes. Now, sir, I appeal to him and to every
gentleman on this floor who is really, sincerely, earnestly, and hon-
estly in sympathy with the sentiment which prevailed at the popular
elections which made this House politically what if is to-day, I ap-
peal to all such to unite with me, and npon this the first occasion
when a proposition comes before the Hounse to commence the erection
of a bni{'ding to cost this enormons snm of money out of the Treasury
of the United States, to repudiate if; and then, when we shall have
defeated this measure, when we shall have broken whatever combi-
nation may exist here, we may hope to be able to beat similar meas-
ures as they are bronght forward.

If I understand, Mr. Speaker, the sentiment of the people at this
time, in view of the stringeney in business matters throughont the
land, it is 0]119058(1 to the commencement of any new public works
not absolutely indispensable. Why, sir, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury in his budget asks for but $100,000. Here we have a Secretary in
sympathy with a party and Administration which we on this side of

the House have denounced as cormsg in many of its features, and
extravagant in all, asking for bunt §100,000; and yet this Honse pro-
poses to vote $400,000!

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment?

Mr. BEEBE. Yes, sir.

Mr. HOLMAN. My friend from New York misapprehends this bill,
In 1873 $5,000 was appropriated to begin the construection of this
building at Memphis, Tennessee, but it imposed no limit u{ion the cost
of the building. The Secretary of the Treasury declined to proceed
with the building of the custom-house, on the gronnd that no limit
had been imposed on the cost, making however an estimate for the
present current year of §100,000,

The Committee on Public Bunildings and Gronnds reported this
bill for two purposes. The city of Memphis had proposed to make a
donation to the Government of a piece of ground, said to be quite val-
nable, on which the bnilding shounld be erected. Con had di-
rected the sale of the presentsite by the same act of 1873 which made
the appropriation of l5’1'5 000, The committee desired to accomplish
two purposes. Inasmuch as a limitation was necessary to the cost of
the building, and the city of Memphis had donated the ground on the
condition that the Government would commence the building in the
month of May next—that is the language of the donation—the com-
mittee desired to fix first what might be the ultimate cost of the
building, and they proposed as the limit $600,000. The Secretary of
the Treasury and the Supervising Architect of the Treasury had re-
commended that the limit be $500,000, The committee fixed npon
£600,000. On my motion the House further amended the bill so as to
reduce the amount to $400,000 as the limit of the cost. But the bill
does not propose to appropriate the $100,000 asked for by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury. On the contrary, I can assure my friend from
New York [Mr. BEEBE] that so far as I am informed that §100,000 will
not be appropriated for this present current year as asked for by the
Treasury Department.

What is proposed to be done by this bill is to fix the limit of the
entire cost of the building when it shall be erected, and at the same
time to provide that the Government shall take the necessary ste
to obtain the benefit of this donation of land for a site. And I will
say to my friend that the main controlling reason which induced the
report of this bill was that the Government might obtain the benefit
of this donation of a site of land for a building. And, further, by the
second section the Secre of the Treasury is authorized to sell
the present site, and to cover into the Treasury the proceeds arising
from such sale.

My friend from New York, therefore, will see from this explanation
what is the exact object of the bill. It does not appropriate any
money. It limits the cost of the building to §400,000, while the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and the Supervising Architect recommended
the limit to be $300,000. It makes no appropriation whatever, but
simply seeks to obtain the benefit of this donation; nothing more.

If my friend's understanding of the object of the bill was correct,
that the Treasury Department asked $100,000, and that we pro to
appropriate $400,000, it would certainly be a case that miggb well
excite great astonishment. But, so far from that being the case, we
do not appropriate a dollar. Neither by the vote in this House nor
by the report of the committee is one dollar songht to be appropri-
ated for this pu for the current year. We have thonght, how-
ever, that it would be well for the Government to obtain the benefit
of this donation ; for my friend must see that sooner or later, if not
now, yet in the future, and perhaps in the early future, it will be
proper enough to erect a publie building at the city of Memphis, not
only on account of its having been deemed suitable to be a port of

entry, but also becanse it is a place where the Federal conrts are held,
and where post-office accommodation is wanted, and where the Gov-
ernment is now paying a very large sum of money for rent.

I agree with the gentleman from New York in all that he said in
opposition to lavish expenditures for publie lmildingﬂ, and I am per-
fectly willing that after hearing this statement the House shall take
any course it deems proper. But if we are to take advantage of this
donation of the land from the city of Memphis, a bill of this character
ought to be passed.

5 BEEB%. Mr. Speaker, I did not misunderstand this matter. I
am very grateful to the gentleman from Indiana for his explanation,
but it does not change my view of this subject one particle. By the
gentleman’s own admission, by the explanation which he has so gen-
erously and at such extended length given to this House, we find that
legislation is necessary to secure the commencement of this building
and the expenditure of this money. I amopposed to this proposition,
and it is the proposition which I arcse to oppose.

Sir, I am opposed to the erection of any building at Memphis, now
or at any time, until it shall be shown that the public necessities de-
mand the expenditure, and when the necessity arises it will be time
to meet it. Why, sir, I find in looking over the estimates of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury that $28,000,000 are asked for public works
for the next fiscal year inst §16,000,000 appropriated by what we
on this side of the ‘Housea%l‘enonnoed as an extravagant Congress last
year. Sixteen million dollars were appropriated then, §23,000,000 are
called for now. And I will take oceasion to say right here and now,
that I believe if gentlemen will stop this unseemly wrangling about
abstruse propositions of finance and approach the settlement of our
diffienlties in the only sensible and reasonable way, to wit, the bring-
ing of the expenditures of the Government within the proceeds le-

itimately derived from the taxation of the Government, we will

ave done more and better than we can do in any other way. Now,
sir, for one, I shall be found voting against any appropriation in the
State of New York or out of it, unless I am thoroughly persuaded
that anabsolute and immediate necessity demands the appropriation.
It will not do for gentlemen to say that the city of New York has
had its millions for public buildings. Ah, gentlemen, when the city
of New York makes any such demand as this, I shall regret it more
than any one of you if yon do not deny its demand. The city of New
York I know has its costly strunctures, buf she colleets revenne there to
the amount of $108,000,000, while 33,000 only are collected at Mem-
phis. Erect a building on the same seale at New York—one propor-
tioned to the amount of revenune derived—on the same scale as
proposed for this at Memphis, and youn will have a structure costing
some thousands of millions of dollars.

Now, sir, I desire to meet this proposition right here and now. If
there remains one dollar in the 'f‘masur of the United States as to
which additional legislation must be had before any expenditure can
be made of it, then I say, let not that legislation be had, unless it is
absolutely necessary, unless some public exigency demandsit. Ihave
no ill-feeling toward the city of Memphis, nor any other section of
the country. I regard it all as one common country, but I believe it
to be the duty of every Representative here to put forth the most
earnest efforts to keep the expenditures within the most reasonable
bounds, at least until business shall have revived and the country
shall look out on a prospect which promises more and better for its
welfare than anything which comes within the range of my vision
now ; and if it be in order I ask for the yeas and nays on the motion
to recommit, because I want a record on this proposition.

Mr. SPRINGER. I think the gentleman from New York is entirely
mistaken with re to the provisions of this bill. Its purpose is
simply to limit the Treasury Department in making plans of this
court-house below £400,000 and to authorize the sale of a lot now
held by the Government in the city of Memphis, and to accept the
donation of another lot by the city council of that city. That is
everything there is in the bill. When the question comes up of ap-
propriating money to build a custom-house in the city of h}:amphia.
the argument of the gentleman from New York would be in order;
now it does not apply. I ecan see nothing objectionable in the imme-
diate p e of the bill; it is certainly a limitation upon the Secre-
tary of the ury of tim United States and the Supervising Archi-
tect of the Treasury.

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER]
give me some information? I could not hear the chairman of the
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds; his remarks were ad-
dressed the other way, and 1 am therefore left without the information
he gave? 1 understood the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER]
to state that the only object of this bill is to put a limitation on the
appropriation and also to dispose of a piece of public land owned in
the city of Memphis by the Government.

Mr. SPRINGER. And to accept a lot from the eity of Memphis.

Mr. KASSON. The point that I think I have not heard any one
state occurred to me in reading the bill, if I am not misinformed—and
I have not read the bill for several days—and it is this, that in con-
nection with the acceptance of a lot from the city of Memphis the
United States binds itself, making a contract with that city, to erect
this building thereon for certain pu 8. If I am not mistaken
that provision is put in the clause of the bill which accepts the grant
of the property to the United States.

Mr. ﬁOEMAN' Allow me a word,




1366

CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD—HOUSE. FEBRUARY 29,

Bir, KASSON. Now that the gentleman from Indiana is on his
feet, let me ask him do ks rightly that he is advocating an
appropriation while the gentleman m New York [Mr. BEEBE] is
opposing it? I wever kuew such a thing happen before, and I can
hardly believe it.

Mr. HOLMAN. The ﬁmfemn makes a very %‘ood point, and I am
glad to see him smile. My friends from New York and Iowa will ob-
serve the simple facts as te fhis matter of a contract. The donation
of a site was made, as I have stated, on the condition,in view of the
legislation of Co&;reaa of 1873 providing for this building and ap-
E‘mpriating $75,000 for that purpose—which is still unexpended, and

snot been covered into the Treastiry—that this appropriation should
be effectial and the title vested im the United States, provided the
Goverwmertt eommenced the erectiom of the building by the month
of May, 1876. The language of this bill is, on the advice of the Sec-
retary of the Fre and the Bupervising Architect of the Treasury,
that the Secretary of the Treasury take such steps as may be neces-
sary to secure that domatien which was made on conditior that the
work should be comnseneed by the month of May, 1576, and the pur-
pose of the bill is thai the Seeretary of the Treasury shall take the
necessary steps to obtain the benefit of that donation.

My, KASSON. Am lmr‘lﬁhi tihery n saying that by that clause of the
bifl the United States es & eontract with the city of Memphis to
construct this building 1

Mr. HOLMAX, Ido nof think sy friend from Iowa can callit a
contract.

Mr. KASSON. I think there is no dowbt of it.

Mr. HOLMAN. The donation was made enthe condition that the
Becretary of the Treasury should take the mecessary steps toseemre
ihe benefit of the donation. ¥ the Government does not think preper
to begin the construction withim the time specified, then as a matter
of conrse the donation lapses ; otherwise it effective.

Mr: BEEBE. lslnglt :;dditaonnl Jegislation necessary to make the
#ppropriation available

Mr.- HOLMAN. 1 thinkso.

Mr.BEEBE. Hwe have a right to reduee the amount from $600,008
6'$400,000, is wot. # smweh better that we should cut it off altogether ¥
. Mr.HOLMAN. I anr not asking any ap) riation at all or insist-

<on'the construction of the building. ¥ own opinion is that it
wéll that the Governmernst shonld avail itself of this donation, but

1 do fiot think that we should &t the outset make a appropria-
tion for thie building ; I think fhe business of constrac buildings
ought to be very slow, and I am very much obliged to the leman
from New York for the carnest protest he has entered against the ex-

nditure of large sums of money in the erection of public buildings ;
]mam obliged to%lim for . L T

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speakér, I desire to say only a few words in re-
ply to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Bezse.] If, sir, he had
exerciséd the same industry in' searching for all the faets which
miight very properly enter into thisdiscussion as he has in gatherin
tipy those whick relate alone to the poverty of Mempis; and the sma
amonint of customs dues collected at that port, he would, I think, have
discovered misny other facts which might in all probability have in-
fluenced both his vote and his speech u}mn this measure. He might
have discovered, as ¥ Bave done since I have had this bill in hand,
that the entire State of Ternessee has only received from the General
Government since 1780 up fo* 1873, for the purpose of unFmvm rivers
and harbors, constructing fowds, and erecting public dings,
£451,826.29, while, during the same period and for the same _Empqu,
the gentleman’s own State of New York has succeeded in obtainimg
ffom the Federal Treasury the suny of $15,601,722.32; and since the
dute of the report from which I take fhe figures, namely, January 7,
1874, additional appropriations have swelled: the ameunt to nearly

Wwenty millions. Eh figures show something of a eontrast in the

jenéfits received by my own and the gentleman’s State from the
Yionnty of the General Government. Greater research might also
have disetosed to the ﬂleman the fact that in twe years alone, in
the widst of al) the calamities brought upon her by the: war, Mem-
phis paid into the¢ Federal Treasury $21,000,000. Now f# it toe much
to ask that £400,000 of this shall be expended in her midet, a
work from which the General Government would receive the
share of advantage; but even this sum is not asked as a present ap-
propriation. .

It is only sought by this bill { seeure the benefit of past legisla-
tion, both to the city and to the Government. 4nd when even this
little is asked, to my surprise and astonishment I find myself con-
fronted by the opposition of the gentleman who comes from a State
that has been so generously provided for at ﬂn:;gublw expense. And
I respectfnlly submit that it is not a very graceful or Fenerons thing
to deny to ns who have not been so fortunate the Iittle which is
songht to be obtained by this bill. I ask the gentleman if he has not
commenced inculeating the lessons of economy at rather alate period ?
This is all I have to say. I feel that I can with confidence appeal to
the justice and generosity of this House, to both democrats and re-
pubiicans, to deal fairly and justly with the city and section I have
the honor to represent upon this floor. ;

Mr. BEEBE. If this question is pnt upon the ground of generosity
and charity there are many other cities that might be as much enti-
tled to it as Memphis. !

Mr. YOUNG. Memphis desires no charity, nor am I asking for any,
but only for justice and a respect for former laws.

Mr. BEEBE. AllIdesire to add is that if this is a matter of charity
or generosity, then, if we have the right tocousider that, I am perhaps
inclined to be as generons toward the gentleman as he wonld wish.

The question was on the motion to recommit.

Mr. BEEBE. Upon that motion I call for the yeas and nays.

The question was taken upon ordering the yeas and nays; and upem
a division_there were—ayes 28, noes 107.

i Sod{one-ﬁfth voting in the affirmative) the yeas and nays were or-
ered.

Mr. BEEBE. At the request of friends I am willing to withdraw
the motion to recommit, if the yeas and nays can be taken upon the
passage of the bill.

The SPEAKER. That wonld require unanimous consent at this
time.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

The question was then taken on the passage of the bill as amended 3;
and there were—yeas 169, nays 56, not voting 64; as follows:

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Atkins, George A.Bagley, Banks, Bass, Black-
burn, Bland, Bliss, Blount, Boone, Bradford, Bradley, Bright, William R. Brown,.
Buckner, Horatio C. Burchard, Cabell, John H. Caldwell, William P. Caldwell,.
Cam bel.'l. Candler, Caswell, John B, Clarke of Kentucky, John B. Clark, jr., of Mis
ﬂm:u'g, Clymer, Conger, Cook, Cox, Crapo, Crounse, Culberson, Cutler, Davis, Davy,,
Denison, Dibrell, nnell, Durham, Ellis, Ely, Felton, Forney, Fort, Franklin,.
Freeman, Frost, Fuller, Garfield, Gaunse, Glover, Goode, Gunter, Hancock, Haral-
son, Hardenbergh, Henry R. Harris, John T. Harris, Harrison, Hartridge, Hatcher,
Hathorn, Henderson, Henkle, Hereford, Abram S. Hewitt, Hill, Hoar, Iio;:t!. Hol-
man, Hooker, Hopkins, House, Hunton, Hurd, Hyman, Jenks, Frank Jones, Thomas
L. Jones, Kse}lr, elley, Kimball, Lamar, Franklin Landers, Lane, Leavenworth,
'LGH, Lewis, Luttrell, Lﬁ'nch, Edmund W. M. Mackey, Levi A. Mackey, Maish,

gall, Meade, Milliken, Mills, Monroe, Morgan, Morrison, Mutchler, Nash,
New, Norten, 0'Brien, Oliver, 0'Neill, Packer, Page, Payue, Phelps, Johu F. Philips*
Wil A. Phillips, Pierce, Potter, Rainey, Rea, Reagan, John Leilly, Rice, Riddle,
John Robbins, Roberts, SBayler, Scales, Seelye, Singleton, Sinuickson, Slemons,
Smalls, William E. Smith, Springer, Strait, Stevenson, Stone, Swann, Teese, Terry,
Thompson, T Thomhu;g& Throckmogton, Tucker, Tufts, Van Vorbes, John
L. Vance, Robert B. Van dell, Waldron, Charles C. B. Walker, Gilbert C.
Walker, Alexander 8. Wallace, Walsh, Erastus Wells, G. Wiley Wells, White,
Whitthorne, Wigginton, Willard, Alpheus S. Williams, Jercmiah N, Williams, Wil-
l%am B. gﬂmm" Willis, Alan Wood, jr., Woodburn, Woodworth, Yeates, amd

oung—I168.

NAYS—Messrs. Ainsworth, Anderson, John H. Bagley, _!r.. John I1. Baker, Bal-
lou, Barnum, Beebe, Bell, Blair, Burleigh, Cannon, Cuson, Cate, Cochirane, Cowan,
Danford, De Bolt, Durand, Eames, Eden, Goodin, Andrew H. Hamilton, Robert:
Hamilton, Haymond, Goldsmith W. Hewitt, Hoskins, Hunter, Hurlbut, Joyce,
Kasson, George M. Landers, Lawrence, Lord, Lynde, McDill, McMahoa, Metealfe,
Neal, Plaist Poppleton, Randall, James B. Reilly, Robinson, Sobieski Ross,
Sampson, Savage, A. Herr Smith, Southard, Sparks, Stowell, Tarbox, Washington
Townsend, Turney, Walling, Walls, Whitin%. Wike, and James Wilson—55,

NOT V(}TING—Memn.ghﬁby. William H. Baker, Banning, Blaine, John Young
Brown, Samunel D. Burchard, Caulfield, Chapin, Chittenden, Collins, Darrall, Dol-
bins, DcmE:s. Egbert, Evans, Farwell, Faulkner, Foster, Frye, Gibson, Hale, Ben-
Jjamin W. , Hartzell, Hays, Hendee, Hubbell, Ketchum, King, Koott, Lapbam,
Magoon, McCrary, MeFarland, Miller, Money, Morey, Odell, Parsons, Piper, Platt,
Powell, Pratt, Purman, William M. Robbins, Miles gloaa Rask, Schleicher, Schu-
maker, Sheakley, Stenger, Martin I. Townsend, John W, Wallace, Ward, Warren,
‘Wheeler, Whitehouse, Andrew Williams, Charles G. Williams, James Williams,
James D. Willinms, Wilshire, Benjamin Wilson, and Fernando Wood—63.

So the bill was passed.

During the call of the roll,

Mr. BOONE said: My colleague, Mr. BROWN, has been called home
by severe illness in his family.

Mr. COCHRANE. My colleague, Mr. STENGER, was called home
yesterday on important business.

Mr. BLACKBURN, My colleague, Mr,. KxoTT, is detained from the
House by reason of the serions illness of a member of his family.

Mr. JOYCE. My colleague, Mr. HENDEE, is detained from the
House to-day by indisposition.

Mr. YOUNG moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table. 1

The latter motion was agreed to.

TEXAN FRONTIER TROUBLES.,

Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, from the Select Committee on
the Texan Frontier Troubles, reported the following resolution ; which
was read, considered, and adopted:

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on the Texan Frontier Troubles and
the evidence taken by said committee be printed for the use of the House.

Mr, BANKS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on
the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

RESTORATION OF PENSIONERS OF THE WAR OF 1812.

Mr. HUNTON. Has the morning hour expired ?

The SPEAKER. It has.

Mr. HUNTON. Then I move that the House resolve itself into the
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose of
proceeding with the further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1605)
amending the laws %anting pensions to the soldiers and sailors of
the war of 1812 and their widows.

The motion was a, 1 to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the
Whole, (Mr. BLACKBURN in the chair,) and resumed the consideration
of the bill (H. R. No. 1605) amending the laws granting pensions to
the soldiers and sailors of the war of 1212 and their widows.
such of said soldiers as are now deceased. I am, therefore, in favor
of the provisions of this bill in so far as they propose to sceomplish
this object by extending the right to a pension to all of such soldiers
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Mr. NEAL. Mr. Chairman, I approve the general policy of grant-
ing pensions to the soldiers of the war of 1812 and to the widows of
who served for the period of five days in that war and to their wid-
ows, where they were married prior to 1850. I wonld be willing to go
even further than this, and give a pension to every soldier of that
war, withont regard to his time of service.

But while this is true, I am opposed to the fifth section of the bill
as it now stands, and I shall vote for the amendment to it offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. CASWELL.] When we give to
those interested in this section a full pension of $3 per month for and
during the term of their natural lives from the time the bill shall be-
come a law, that is certainly all that they can in justice expect. Neither
they nor their friends ought to ask any more of us. If by reason of
their participation in the rebellion, or from any other canse growing
out of the war, the payment of their pensions was stopped, it is not
our place now to pay them such arrears and remunerate them for
their misfortune.

Almost every one, North and South, made sacrifices and met with
losses of one kind or another during the war. Such was the inevit-
able result of the war. And for us, in this case, to make good to
these parties losses thus snstained by them— for that is what it will
amount to—will be to establish a precedent far-reaching and dan-
gerous in its character; one which, if followed as it undoubtedly
will be, will in a little while deplete the public Treasury and bank-
rupt the Government. It will require an appropriation of more than
$500,000 to comply with the requirements of this section, should it be
retained and the bill become a law. DBut this snm, large though it
be, will be but a trifle, when compared with the millions that will
follow it. There will be no end to the number or amount of claims
that will be forced npon usif we open wide the door and invite their

resentation by recognizing the justice and validity of this one. The

act that the parties who will be benefited by this section are old,
infirm, and deecrepit cannot alter the case. We cannot justify a vote
for it upon any such ground ; and unless we can put our support of it
upon this ground alone I eannot conceive upon what prineiple it can
be sustained.

The true theory upon which the whole pension system rests is that
the Government, not as a debt, which it is compelled in honor to pay,
but as a mere token of its appreciat-iou of their patriotism and serv-
ices, voluntary assumes the obligation of relieving the necessities of
those who come to its rescue in the hour of its peril, when they shall
need its aid. This the Government will do here, when it restores to
the pension-roll the names of such soldiers of the war of 1312 ashave
been stricken from it by previous acts or joint resolutions of Congress,
without paying them for the time they have been so suspended. We
shall deal most liberally with all such when, overlooking their con-
duct during the war and blotting out all that stands charged against
them for that time, we place them upon an equal footing in the future
with their old comrades in arms.

Mr. BLAND. Myr. Chairman, I send to the Clerk’s desk to be read
some remarks made upon this subject in the last Congress by Mr. But-
ler, of Massachusetts.

The Clerk read as follows :

Mr. BurLgk, of Massachusetts. I inove to amend by striking out the following
proviso at the end of the fifth scction :

** Provided, That the restoration and pension contemplated herein shall take effect
from the passage of this act.”

The section to which this lment is appended prop
F-nuloncrs the disability imposed by the act of 1864. Now, it seoms to me mani-
estly unjust that by this proviso we should fiscate the p during the in-
tervening time. While the war was going on, while the Union was still unrestored,
it was a very proper thing to cat off the pensions of those who were disloyal. But
I cannot see why the pensions of these men should be eonfiscated by the Govern-
ment while no other pm?i_'rt,y is confiscated. Therefore I desire a vote npon the
question of striking out these words.

Mr. 8PRAGUE. The amendment would restore pensions which have been lost by
reason of disloyalty during the rebellion; and we do not propose in this bill to put
the disloyal upon an equality with those who have been fuithfdl to the country.
That is the objection to hlo amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts.,

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. To that I make this answer: Those who had not
serverl for sixty days or for any specified time are now put upon the pension-rolls.
These men had, according to the judgment of Congress, rendered such service as
to entitle them to a pension ; it was their right which had been ted to them.
The pension was their property, inalienable except on account of their disloyalty
during the disloyalty and while the ty of the country required such a poliey.
But the time of danger is now passed ; and I do not see why these old men should
be deprived of their pensions while all other in the South are left to enjoy
their property. If anybody wants to introdnce a general confiscation act wit
reference to ]]:ro[vurty in the South, I do not know whether Ishall vote for it or not;
but I certainly am not going to vote for confiscation unless it is ge

The amendment of Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, was ag to.

A MEMBER. What was the vote?

Mr. BLAND. Thevote is not given. The amendment was adopted
without opposition. The last House was two-thirds republican ; yet
that amendment was adopted ; and the very amendment that the
gentleman from Maine [Mr. HarLe] called our attention to the other
day as being a remarkably liberal proposition for that side to vote
for was adopted by that House.

During the war it was contrary to public policy to pay these pen-
sions in the South for two reasons. One was that the money itself
might be ased against the Government and in aid of those in hos-
tility to it. Another reason was that the necessities of war required
that tho lines of communication should be closed. But, as was said
by Mr. Butler in the argument just read, this is a debt which belongs
to those parties, and to deny it to them now, after the reason for t-he

P to remove from the

act which prevented their receiving these pensions has ceased, is
simply a confiscation of their property, and the only confiseation so
far as I know that has ever taken place under this Government.
Shall it be said that the men of the Revolution, the soldiers of the
war of 1812, alone are to be the subject of confiscation by the Con-

ress of the United States? Will the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr.

ALE,? as he has done, still insist that on this side of the House are
the only friends those soldiers have? Ideny thatis the fact; and the
sentiment of that side of the House, as expressed on the point the
other day when this bill was being considered, as well as during the
last Congress, shows that he does not represent his colleagues on this
floor or his constituents.

I say it is but justice to these old men, and, as was remarked in a
previons Congress, if they did err, their many services to this country
and by their acts making it possible we should have a country en-
titled them to err at least once in their lives. Shall we vote a million
and a half of dollars for a centennial show and exhibition and deny
the paltry sum due these men who made it possible for us to have
such exhibition in this centennial year? What would torcil.-in nations
and peoples coming to our country say of a Congress and country
which voted thiasnbaie? to a private corporation and yet denied to the
patriots who preserved this country in its time of peril their just

rights

xil:[em the hammer fell.] ;

Mr. JENKS. I wish to offer a substitute for the amendment now
under consideration, to be inserted as a proviso at the close of the fifth
section.

Mr. HUNTON. I ask that the pending amendment be reported.

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is on the amendment of
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. CASWELL] as modified by the
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hargis, ] which the
Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows: '

Strike out all after the word * 62, in line 11, and add the following proviso:

Pro 'hat no money shall be paid to anfv one on account of arrears during
the term of his disability, except the widows of reveluti ¥y pensi 8.

Mr. JENKS. T move asa substitute for that the following proviso:
The Clerk read as follows:

And i That under thﬂr{.\mviaiom of this act no arvears of pension shall
be paid for any portion of time during the existence of rebellion to any one who
cither participated in the rebellion or held any office therein under the so-called

southern contederacy.

Mr. JENKS. Mr. Chairman, a nation’s true glory consists in the
favorable opinion of men of wisdom and discernment, and that fa-
vorable opinion must always depend upon the justice and benefi-
cence of its legislation. Justice ought always to be first, beneficence
second, and there is no attribute of a government that so fully com-
mands the respect of all mankind as that it shall be strictly just. Our
honorable friend from New York, [ Mr. TowNsEXD,] who is always apt
to go to the very verge of eitherright or wrong, if he be going in any
direction, goes to the very verge of beneficence. He proposes now
to pension and pay the arrears which may have acerued during the
pendency of the late civil war. This would be giving a primary con-
sideration to beneficence, but it wounld forget justice. The Govern-
ment of the United States onght not, and cannot in justice be called
upon, to pay a pension to the very hand thatis striking at the national
life at the time that blow is suspended. It cannot be justified on any
principle of international law ever known. Yet these pensions ought
to be paid from the expiration of the civil war.

This seetion has in contemplation only invalid pensions. There is
a distinction between an invalid pension and a pension to those who
are not invalids, in this, that the invalid pension is really a debt of a
high order, while a pension to those who are not invalids is a mere

atnity. Hence, the pensions to these invalids being a debt could not

confiscated if we could not confiscate the same debt when we were
carrying on a foreign war. If we were carrying on a war against a
foreign nation under the law of nations, we could and woulg , so far
as anything that would aid the subjects of that nation in carrying on
that war, confiscate anything due to a citizen of the nation at that
time. Hence, during the existence of that war, during the existence
of the rebellion—and a rebellion never stands on higher ground than
a foreign war—during the existence of that rebellion we ought not
to pay any pension to any man who is striking at the life of the Gov-
ernment ; but, it being a debt, the very moment the rebel luid down
his arms just that moment the Government, if it is going to do so,
should grant amnesty, and the whole past should go into oblivion. As
to these old soldiers, let us pay them g'om the moment they laid down
their arms, but do not let us place ourselves in the position of paying
to any man during the existence of the civil war who was strikingat
the national life any pension or any gratuity.

I therefore ask my amendment be added as a proviso to the fifth
section. We say it is just, and that these invalid pensions are a debt
of a high order.” This fifth section only relates to them. They stand
in the relation of having lost some limb or been wounded, or having
contracted some disease in the line of their duty in the defense of
their country’s flag. They themselves must bear the anguish and the
pain, and must bear the mortification perhaps of deformity. For this
the Government cannot pay them. Bat it can remunerate them for
actnal loss; and this is (Y{mu in the shape of a pension paid them year
by year for the proportionate loss they have sustained each year in
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conéequence of that injury which they received while fighting for
their country. HGHW,IHliS being a debt, and as it is owing to a class
of men who are eminently meritorions and who mnst be at least sev-
enty-seven years of age, we say ﬂgﬂy these old men, (ant. them their
pension and their arrears from the moment they laid down their arms
against the Government, but not before. And this will be effected if
we amend the section in the way I propose.

Mr. COOK rose.

Mr. HUNTON. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. I want
to know the effect of the adoption of the snbstitute of the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. JENKS.] Ithink I understand it, and I want
the House to understand it. As I understand, if the substitute of-
fered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania be adopted, the fifth sec-
tion will stand as it is with that substitute added to it as a proviso.
Am I correct? g

The CHAIRMAN. In reply to the gentleman from Virginia, the
Chair would state that he understood the gg:tlemsn from Pennsyl-
vania to offer the amendment that has just been read by the Clerk as
a substitute for the amendment offered by the gentleman from Wis-
consin, [Mr. CASWELL. ]

Mr. HUNTON. I understand that.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair then states that the conclnsions of
the gentleman from Virginia are correct. If the substitute offered b
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is adopted, the fifth section will
stand as it now does, with the addition of the words contained in the
substitnte.

Mr. COOK. I had trusted, Mr. Chairman, and hoped that this bill
wonld have passed almost without discussion,asit did in the last ses-
sion of Congress. Some gentlemen have deemed it proper to inter-
pose objections to it now which were not offered to it then. Ishould
not have said anything on the subject if it had not been for the re-
marks of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. HALE,] and probably will
not now, except to call the attention of that ﬁentleman, who has
always, when he has taken the floor, shown himself a very fair-minded
man except whenever he hears of a southern claim being presented
to Congress, and he is then like a mad dog in the sight of water,
rather rabid—exce t, Isay,to call the attention of that gentleman to
the fact that by the decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States the whole of this question has been settled.

The facts of the case are that under the law of the country these
parties had a right to this pension. It had been given to them and
was secured to them. They had enjoyed it for years. During the
rebellion, necessarily and properly, it was utt;gpended. Upon the close
of the rebellion, the President of the Uni States, by authority of
Con isane& his amnesty proclamation, and the Supreme Court
have held regeatedly, and continued to repeat that decision whenever
a case was bronght before them, that that restored every human
b‘eil?tgs in this country to all his rights of property and all his other
ri ‘
gl‘ha first case that came up—I ask the attention of the gentleman from

Maine; I will not make a speech, but I will simply read the anthor-
ity for what I am saying, and I ask the attention of the gentleman
from Maine, the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. TOWNSEND, ] and my
other friends on that side—the first case that came up was that of
Garland, who sought to be admitted to practice in the Federal court,

-but could not take the oath that he had never en, in the rebell-
ion. Andwhen he came forward and presented himself in this build-
dng to resume his practice before the Supreme Court, and that point
was made npon him, the court gave a decision in language which Ishall
read, Chief Justice Chase being on the bench, a man whose loyalty
to the Government has never been questioned, whose integrity and
good faith as a man have never been doubted, and whose learning
and ability as a lawyer and a judge are univemahy recognized in this
country :

Exclusion from the practice of the law in the Federal courts, or from any of the

ordinary avoeations of life :::‘dpd-lt conduct is punishment for snch cond The
exaction of the oath is the o provided for ascertaining the parties upon whom
the act is intended to operate.

The act being of this character partakes of the nature of a bill of pains and Pm
alties, and is subject to the itutional inhibition against the of bills of
a:lt.alin‘dur. under which general designation bills of pains and tics are in-
cluded.

In the exclusion which the act adjudges it imposes a punishment for some of the
acts specified which were not punishable at the time t.hl::_:‘nwm committed, and for
other of the acts it adds a new punishment to that before prescribed, and it is thus
;tithin the inhibition of the Constitution i the ge of an ex post facto

aw.

The power of pardon conferred by the Constitution upon the President is nnhim-
ited except in cases of impeachment. It extends to every offense known to the
law, and may be exercised at any time after its commission, either before legal pro-
cecdings are taken or during their pemdmm{, or after conviction and judgment.
The power is nat subject to legislative control.

And therefore this Congress by the act it had passed prescribing
this oath conld not deprive Mr. Garland of his right to practice be-
fore that conrt, and he was admitted, I will not read the decision.
1t is a long one. This case is in the fourth volnme of Wallace’s Re-
ports of Supreme Court cases.

Again, in the ninth volume there is the case of a man from the
State of Georgia, who had a claim against the Government for
erty seized. They depided in that case the same question, and
read the decision briefly :

will

But it has been suggestpd that the pro ¥ was captured in fact, if not lawfully ;
and that the pmmﬁgggﬂag been paid into tho Tresury of the United States, the

petitioner is without remedy in the Court of Claims unless proof is made that he

ve no aid nor comfort to the rebellion. The suggestion is ingenions, but we do
not think it sound. The sofficient answer to it is that after the pardon no offense
connected with the rebellion can be imputed to bim. If in other 1espects the peti-
tioner made the proof which, noder the act, entitled him to a decree for the pro-
ceeds of his property, thelaw makes the proof of pardon a complete substitnte for
proof that he gave no aid or comfort to the rebellion.

I read further:

1. Claimants under the captuged a d property act of March 12, 1963,
are not deprived of the benefits of that act because of aid and comfort not volun-
tarily given by them to the rebellion.

2. But voluntarily executing as surety, throngh motives of personal friendship to
the 'pri:::isnls. the official bonds of persons acting as quartermasters or assistant
commi es in the rebel army, was giving aid and comfort to the rebellion, al-
though the principals by their ;Ppainunent to the offices named w.a%od active
mili service and were enabled to remain at home in the discharge of their offices

vely.

3. Taking possession of a city by the national forces was not, of itself, and with-
out some actnal seizure of it in obedience to the orders of the commanding general,
a capture within the meaning of the act of the cotton which happened to be in the
d? at the time of the entry of the forces.

. Hence, where prior to any such seizure an owner of cotton, who, though op-
posed to the rebellion, had given aid and comfort to it to the extent above men-
tioned, but was not within any of the classes excepted by the President’s procla-
mation of December 8 1863, and in miard to whose pmgzrt. in the cotton no righta
of third persons had intervened—took the oath prescribed by that act and kept it.
Held, after a seizure and sale of the cotton by the Government, that he was enti-
tled to the net proceeds as given to loyal owners under the abandoned and cap-
tared pro y act. Having been pardoned, his offense in executing the bonds,
conld not be imputed to him.

I read, sir, now from 13 Wallace in the case of the United States
vs. Klein, appealed by the United States from the court below :

1. The act of March 12, 1863, (12 Statutes at Large, £20,) to provide for the collec-
tion of abandoned and captured property in insurrectionary districts within the
United States, does not confiscate or in any case absolutely divest the property of
the original owner, even though disloyal. By the seizure the Government consti-
tuted itself a trnstee for those who were entitled, or whom it shduld thereafter rec-
ognize as entitled.

2. By virtue of the act of 17th of July, 1862, aunthorizing the President to offer
pardon on such condition as he might think advisable, and the proclamation of 8th
of December, 1863, which &r:mi a reatoration of full rights of property, except
as to slaves, on condition that the prescribed oath be taken and kept inviolate, the
persons who had faithfully accepted the conditions offered became entitled to the
proceeds of their property thus paid into the Treasury, on application within two
yeara from the close of the war.

3. The repeal, by act of 21st of January, 1867, (after the war had closed,) of the
act of 17th of July, 1862, anthorizing the Executive to offer pardon, did not alter the
upern.ti{]m Iltvf th]a adp?:mm or the obligation of Congress to give full effect to it if nec-
essary 5 n.

4. Thej;::;’,vimin the appropriation act of July 12, 1870, (16 Statutes at Large, 235,)
in substance is in conflict with the views expressed in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, above,
and is unconstitntional and void. Its substance being that an acceptance of a par-
don without a disclai shall be lusive evid of rights conferred by it,
both in the Court of Claima and in thia court, it invades the powers both of the ju-
dicial and of the executive departmenta of the Government.

With that proviso in it, it became a law, and that proviso is what
the Supreme Court has declared nneonstitutional and void. I believe
it was known as the Drake amendment. I do not know whether the

ntleman from Maine [ My. HALE] was in that Congress, or whether
E: voted for it or not. :

It in romised for an equivalent, * pardon and restoration of political
Ti] ht‘:ﬁs‘we‘r?ﬁ& tnpretum" for l-haagath and its fulfillment. To refuse it Y;?:'I.ll(l be
a breach of faith not leas ** ernel and astounding ™ than to abandon the freed people
whom the Executive had p ised to maintain in their freed

And, yet from the expiration of those two years to this honr, the
door of the court has been perpetually shut against these applicants,
and it stands so to-day, and it is the law requiring this oath which
has closed the doors of your Pension Office against these old pen-
sioners.

It was urged in ent that the right to sue the Government in the Court of
Claims is a matter of favor; but this scems not entirely accurate. It isas much
the duty of the Government as of individuals to fulfill its obligations. Before the
eatablis t of the Court of Claims claimants could only be heard by Congress.

I read furthgr:

Now it is clear"that the Legislature cannot change the effect of such a pardon any
more than the Executive can changea law. Yet thisis um:lpmi by the provision
under consideration. The court is reqnired to receive special pardons as evidence
of guilt, and to treat them as null and void. Itis mq[uimd to disregard pardons
granted by proclamation on condition, thongh the condition has been fulfilled, and
to deny them their legal effect. This certainly impairs the legal anthority and di-
rects the court to be instrumental to that end.

We think it unnecessary to enlarge. The simplest statement is the hest.

‘We repeat that it is impossible to believe that this provision was not inserted on
the a ion bill through inadvertence; and that we shall not best fulfill the
deliberate will of the Legislature by denying the motion to dismiss and
the judgment of the Court of Claims, which is accordingly done.

That was the earnest, forcible, clear, impressive langnage of the
Chief Justice of the country in reviewing all these matters immedi-
ately after the war, and no man contributed more by his counsels, his
unwearying uniform exertion, in sustaining the war against the rebel-
lion than did that man; but he felt a solemn responsibility tothe ob-
ligation he owed as a judge on the bench of the snpreme legal an-
thority under the Constitution of his country.

Iwill only say in conelusion, Mr. Chairman, when the descendants of
these men may be challenged to show their patriotism in defense of
their country, I undertake to say that the men who confronted them
at Sharpsburgh and in the Wilderness will not question or doubt their
conrage as brave men. Bir, this measure is but just; it is in conform-
ity with the proclamation of your President, with the solemn adju-
dicated decisions of your courts; it is in accordance with the good
sentiment throughout the country, that these persons should be re-

hand

aftirming
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stored to their rights, and I say that the men of the North and the
West wounld feel aggrieved when they had denied to the ancestors
of his fellow-soldiers the pittance the Government owes them.

Mr. KASSON. I have been somewhat troubled to find out the real
signifieance of this pension bill. I think it ible that my exam-
ination of the previous laws may aid some other gentlemen in coming
to a correct judgment upon this bill, and may illustrate in some
de, the t upon which it is framed.

0 begin, I find that it proposes a complete substitute for the law
of 1871, and then it proceeds to re-enact nearl{eevery provision of
that law except that which excludes from the benefits of the act a
certain class of disloyal pensioners. It does, however, accomplish
this other result, also, to reduce the period of service from sixty days
to ten days, so far as the soldiers of the war of 1812 are concerned.

Then, hﬂng'il:g upon this simple change of a reduction of time of
service, come these other new provisions to which I will refer, and
ni)on which depend the spgropriat.im] annually of a very large sum
of money, a very considerable immediate appropriation in gross for
arr , and an unknown amount of appropriations called for in
the future by the theory upon which the gentleman from Georgia
[Mr. Cook] stands who last spoke, and also %ﬂ the theory upon which
they propose to repeal the laws of 1862 and the other laws establish-
ing a disability becanse of rebellion. I think therefore it is fair to
say that upon the consideration of this bill upon those grounds de-
pends somewhere from one to two score of millions of dollars, I am
not certain but I ought to say three score millions. When yon say
that the imposition of these disabilities was a violation of the con-
tract between the Government and the pensioner, and that you vio-
lated the Constitution (upon the theory attributed to Chief Justice
Chase) by what you have done, which is the point contended for on
that side of the House, then clearly yon must go back and pay the
entire arre es of the last fourteen years due to ns engaged in
rebellion, amounting to an gate of many millions.

The question, then, is one of vastimportance. If this bill shall re-
ceive in its present form the favorable consideration of this Commit-
tee of the Whole, then when it comes before the House I shall ask
permission to submit a motion to recommit this bill in order that we
maﬁy have more full information and report from the committee.

ow, sir, had we a right to cease the payment of money to the pen-
sioners of the United States because of the fact that they were at the
time seeking to destroy the Government and the nation which was
paying them? Had we a right to dothat? Or was the granting of a
pension for past services a contract of so high a nature that we must
continue to pay that pension to an enemy of the country in battle

ainst it? That is the ground contended for by those who favor
this proposition to pay arrearages. I venture to state that not a
statesman or publicist upon either side of the ocean ever contended
that the most solemn contract known, that of a treaty between na-
tions, requires the payment of money called for even by treaty while
that country is an enemy. Even upon the settlement of a peace the
whole question is re-opened, as to the moral obligation implied to
carry out a previous expressed contract. Then I say that, not only
because we would, in paying this money, have aided an enemy to de-
stroy the Government which paid it, not only on that ground, but
also on the ground that nothing in the shape of a contract terminated
by war-legislation conld continue after the war-unless restored by
legislation, we cannot be called upon to pass this bill.

gain, the granting of these pensions now under consideration was
an act of soverei ratuity by the Goverument in recognition of the
services su to have been rendered by the pensioners; and every
pensioner is constantly at the discretion of his Government as to the
amount of his compensation and as to the continnance of his pen-
sion, That being so, on both grounds, because the pensioner was at
the time an enemy of the country that paid the pension and because,
whether enemy or not, the whole subject is one of legislative discre-
tion, I contend that to-day the question may be treated by us as an
entirely new question. It presents itself in this simple form: Ought
we to qa_v these men now in question, and not yet restored to the pen-
aliion-lr;) 1, the amount which has been paid to the others, who remained

oya

Mr. BLAND. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ?

Mr. KASSON. Certainly.

Mr. BLAND. Inasmuch as the last House passed this same bill,
why did not the %]autleman then make his able speech in opposition
to its Elxﬂsasgu at that time, when General Butler was advoeating it ?

Mr. ON. I am not aware that this bill was then presented for
action in its present form to this House. If so, it escaped my atten-
tion at that time.

Mr. BLAND. Asshown by the record, this House adopted the same
provisions, and the gentleman from Iowa [ Mr. KAssoN] made no ob-
Jection.

Mr. KASSON. Including the arrearages?

Mr. BLAND. Yes.

Mr, KASSON. Having taken no part in the consideration of that
bill, I come to this one to-day as a fresh question, and I leave to gen-
tlemen who did participate in it to make the requisite explanation as
to differences between the two bills.

Mr. CASWELL. If the gentleman will permit me I will say that
I have here a copy of the bill said to have been passed by the last
House of Representatives, I fail to find in it any clause which pro-

vides for the payment of arrearages; if there be such a clause I wonld
thank any gentleman to point it out.

Mr. N. I am fold by gentlemen that there was no such
clause in that bill. Now, to go on with the consideration of this
question, beeanse I want to treat it with perfect fairness.

Mr, JENKS. Will the Fenz!aman allow me a question ?

Mr. KASSON. Certainly.

Mr. JENKS. Do you understand this bill to provide for the pay-
Enealat.Yof arrearages to any pensioner now living, or to his heirs, if

£

Mr. KASSON. Yes, sir; it does this: It says in effect thatif a sol-
dier died bearing arms against the Government of the United States
all that would have been due to him up to the time of his death is
payable to his minor heirs or his widow, if there is one.

Mr. JENKS. That is not in the bill.

_3[1‘. KASSON. It is in the last section. The sixth section pro-
vides—

That the surviving widow of any ‘teusioner of the war of 1812, where the name
of said pensioner was stricken from the pension-rolls in pu of the act enti-
tled “An act anthorizing the Secretary of the Interior to strike from the pension-
rolls the names of such persons as have taken up arms against the Gover t, or
who have in any manner encoura, the rebels,"” approved February 4, 1862, and
where said pensioner died without his name being restored to the rolls, shall be en-
titled to the nrrwo-?zea of pension due said i at the time of his decease;
and the marriage of such widow shall not prevent her from receiving such arrear-

m:{s&nsion. In case there is no surviving widow, then such arrearages of pen-

on 1, npon similar proof, go to the minor children of such pensioner.

Mr, JENKS. Does not that refer to an invalid and not to a sturdy
pensioner ?

Mr. KASSON. It refers to the man whoever he was that had a
pension.

Now, I want to say that this bill goes further in its purpose to ben-
efit soldiers who fought against the Union than any bill ever passed
within my knowledge for the benefit of the soldiers who fought to
maintain the Union. We are continually getting letters (at least I
am receiving them) from unfortunate people whose pensions have
been cut off by the statute of limitations, who are not permitted to
come in and get the pensions that they unquestionably would have
been entitled to if they had applied in time. I have now inmy desk
a letter from a widow mpresentmﬁlher case—a simple failure to make
her application in time ; and our laws have not extended the time for
the benefit of such persons.

It is proposed now by this bill to pay to the widow and children
arrearages covering a period when the husband or father was actnally
warring against the United States. If gentlemen appeal to me as an
individoal and say: “ Here is a case for charity ; the widows or minor
children of men who fonght against the Government are in distress,”
they are welcome to the share of such charity that I can give. But
the demand is upon the Government of the United States, as an act
of justice; we are asked to go further for the widows and orphans
of those who died in the rebellion than our present laws allow us to
go for the relief of widows and orphans of those who fought to save
the Government. For them our bills allow no arrearages. I cannot
support a bill which, npon the theory of magnanimity and generosity,
goes further than we have hitherto gone on the theory of justice and
actual compensation. For this reason I submit to gentlemen on both
sides of the House that they are demanding too much of members, at
least on this side of the House, when they ask support for a bill of
this nature. v

You will observe also, Mr. Chairman, that in the fifth section of the
bill the words “on account of service of the war of 1812 against
Great Britain” have been stricken ont; and in striking those out you
have opened the whole question of the Mexican-war pensioners; yon
have brought all the soldiers of that war under the same provision.
Hence the theory that the soldiers of the war of the Revolution and
the war of 1812 were too old to do much harm to their country in the
late war—a theory which is very just, a declaration which I do not
dispute in the main—is done away with by enlarging the bill to take
in all the soldiers of the late Mexican war who were disloyal. And
we cannot fail to recollect that one of those soldiers was at the head
of the confederate government. Therefore they were not too old to
have participated in the effort to overthrow the Government of the
United States. Yet that modification is made very quietly ; and the
bill since it was reported is certainly made broad enough to take in all
this class of soldiers.

Mr. DE BOLT. The gentleman is under a mistake in saying that
the bill takes in all soldiers of the Mexican war; it only includes
those who were previously pensioned.

Mr. KASSON. Of course I meant those included within the terms
of the bill, not all surviving soldiers of the war of 18.2, but all those
who would*be covered under the provisions of the bill.

What else does this bill propose ¥ It proposes, according to the esti-
mate of the Commissioner of Pensions, to add 5,620 men to the pen-
sion-rolls by reason of the reduction of the fime from sixty days to
ten days; and the House has since gone on and by an amendment
made that five days. How many more are thus added we have no
estimate, because the Commissioner of Pensions has not been inter-
rogated upon this point. The widows added under the ten days’
clause would be 1,620, But even the limitation to widows who were
married prior to 1850 has been struck out ; so that it includes all wid-
ows up t0 1876, Of the number thus included there has heen no esti-
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mate offered. Of those married prior to 1850 the number to be added
to the pension rolls, according to the estimate of the Commissioner of
Pensions, is 15,000, making 22,300 names to be added to the pension-
rolls and requiring an annual appropriation of $2,140,000. If such
unprecedented provisions were required for pensions of invalids—if
it were necessary upon the principles on which pensions are granted
that this should be done—not one word of objection would be heard.
But the question presented to the House is whether we are not carry-
ing the Jbensinn laws to the extreme of a dangerous precedent when
we get down to what is called a five days’ service of a man not an
invalid, and counting from the time the man started from his home
as a minunte-man until the time he got back again. I suggest to the
House that it ought to be considered by a committee whether it does
not establish a very dangerous precedent, and abolish the special
honor of a pensioned soldier, to enact a pension law making no dis-
tinction befween service proper and the simple opportunity for serv-
ice.

Mr. BLAND.
of the House ?

Mr. KASSON. That is very possible. I am speaking irrespectively
of sides of the House on this question.

Mr. BLAND. It came from the gentleman from New York, [Mr.
HOBKI.\TB.%

Mr. KASSON. After we have refused on every pension bill that
has been offered here for some years past to pay any arrears of pen-
sion whatever fo the national soldier, it is now proposed to pay ar-
rearages in the cases to which I have referred, alleged to be due to the
secession soldier.

1t is asking, Mr. Chairman, too much from gentlemen who recog-
nize the demands of the country, the merits of the soldiers who have
fought for the conntry, and the distinetive elaims of justice as exist-
ing between soldiers who sustained the Government and those who
sought to overthrow it.

r. DUNNELL obtained the floor.

Mr. HUNTON. I do not desire to hamper debate, but we are in
the Committee of the Whole under the five-minute rule, and I wish
to call the attention of the chairman of the committee to that fact.
The ReEcorDp discloses the fact. After I had concluded a remark or
two, as the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD will show, I asked unanimous
consent that the bill be considered section by section under the five-
minute rule. I forther stated that, as some gentlemen desired to offer
amendments, they could introduee them better by considering the hill
section by section under the five-minute rule. No objec&on was
made, and it was so ordered.

The CHAIRMAN. Snch appears to be the fact that, by nnanimous
consent, the committee agreed for that day to consider tﬂe bill under
the five-minute rule.

Mr. HOAR. Irise to inquire whether an agreement of that kind
made in committee can bind the committee in the discussion of the
bill this day just as though an order were made under the rules in
tle House for the limitation of debate to the five-minute rule ?

The CHAIRMAN. If the agreement, as reported by the gentleman
from Virginia, was made in the Committee of the Whole on the State
of the Union, and not in the House itself, it is competent for this com-
mittee to disregard that arrangement.

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I hope the gentleman from Vir-
ginia will not insist on the limitation of debate at this time.

Mr. BLAND. When the motion was made to go into the Commit-
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration of
this bill, there was incorporated that the consideration of the bill in
the committee should be under the five-minute rule.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the House was in
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union at the time
the request was made by the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. HuNTON
for limitation of the debate to the five-minute rule, and was
to unanimonsly. If so, it is not competent, the Chair holds, for
the committee to limit debate contrary to the rule of the House if
there be objection at this time.

Mr. HUNTON. It is true that the agreement was made in the Com-
mittec of the Whole, but it was made by nunanimous consent. Inmy
judgment the Committee of the Whole have the right, by unanimous
consent, to make snch an order.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will restate its opinion that the agree-
ment having been made in the Committee of the Whole, although
made by unanimous consent, it does not bind the committee now con-
trary to its own preference. Does the gentleman insist on his point
that the committee shall consider this under the five-minute rule ?

Mr. HUNTON. I understand the ruling of the Chair to be that I
cannot insist on it.

The CHAIRMAN, TheChairrules that the gentleman cannot insist
upon it contrary to the preference of the committee.

Mr. HUNTON. Unless a majority of the committee rescind that
order I ask then that the order limiting the debate to the five-minute
rule be observed. -

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia asks that the rule
adopted by the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union to
consider this bill nnder the five-minute rnle shall apply to the dis-
cussion during this day. Is there any objection ¥

= Mr. HOAR. The Chair will pardon me. I do not wish to prolong
~ the discussion of this point, but it is important to the rights of the

Did not that amendment come from the other side

minority to greser\'e the unfettered privilege of debate and amend-
ment in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. That
is the only value of the rule of the House which sends certain classes
of questions to the Committee of the Whole. I therefore must insist,
if the gentleman desires to limit debate, npon his going into the
House to obtain the order which is requisite under the roles.

Mr. LAWRENCE. Is it not competent for the Committee of the
Wheole to determine for itself, by unanimous consent, under what
rule the debate shall continne? Such has been the practice, but if
tlll.s decision is now otherwise we can go into the House and make the
order.

The CHAIRMAN. The ruling of the Chair is that it is competent
for the House to limit the debate in the committee on a measure of
this kind, but that it is not competent for the committee itself to
make such an order. The CONGRESSIONAL REcORD slfows that by
unanimous consent the debate was limited the other day to the five-
minute rule. The gentleman from Virginia asks that be the limita-
tion to-day, and the Chair decides that such cannot be done against
the preference of the committee.

Mr. HUNTON. I withdraw the point of order for the present.

Mr. DUNNELL. Mr. Chairman, I will not occupy more than the
five minutes allotted me in what I have to say on the pending Lill.
I have watched its progress with a great deal of interest. I did hope
it would come before the House in such a manner that it could be
passed unanimously as a similar bill was passed in the lasttwo Con-

6. 1 am well aware and satisfied that the whole conntry will
sustain the House in placing upon the pension-roll the few remaining
old men who served in the war of 1812, The Senate, during the last
Con as well as in the Forty-second Congress, set itself against
the popular will when it refused to pass the bills for pensioning these
old soldiers which had already passed this House. s

Now, sir, there are but few of these old soldiers of the war of 1812
remaining. They are old and generally poor and destitute. Five
years ago, when I took my seat in this House, five of them lived in
my distriet, and during the next year four of them made a pilgrim-
age to my residence, their neighbors giving them the means so that
they might in person learn perchance whether Congress was going
to be liberal enough to place them upon the pension-roll. I assured
them again and again of the wish and intention of the House, but
was compelled at the same time to admit the unwillingness of the
Senate to pass the bills which had passed the Honse.

The present bill differs from the bills that have already been passced
in that it proposes, first to restore to the pension-rolls those who were
stricken off because of a supposed participation in the rebellion; and
again, it proposes to pay arrearages. Now, Mr. Chairman, I think we
ought to come to a compromise upon this measure; and certainly it
would be a fair, a_just, and a generous compromise to restore to the
pension-rolls all those who were stricken oft because of this supposed
participation in the rebellion and let the arrearages provided for in
the sixth section be stricken out. The bill, if the arrearages be made
a part of it, can never pass the Senate. We know that fact, and I
say we are justified in regarding it in the passage of this bill through
the House. But I am satisfied that the country will sustain both the
House and the Senate in restoring to the pension-rolls those who did
participate in the rebellion, if nothing further be attempted.

I have never been able to count up against those old men in the
Sonth a very great crime. They were okl and feeble. Their sous
and sons-in-laws and their grandsons were in the rebellion. Sup-

e perchance they did sympathize. Back of all that sg'mimthy had
y these old men for the rebellion there was a period in their lives,
a time when they were full-blooded, in their strength and in their
manhood, when they were gallant defenders of the Republic. Back
of that period I will go to find reasons for my support of this measure,
I would restore them to the rolls and let them one by one pass off the
stage, conscious that the Republic they had served in their youth
recognized them, though late, and restored them to its rolls. Five of
these men were in my district. One of them had served fifty-nine
days and another fifty-five days. Two of them have gone, buried by
charity, buried at the expense of the town in one instance. I say it
is unworthy of this great Republic, rich in wealth, rich in prospective
power, to let a gallant tlo:fenzle.r of the Republic die in that way. Al-
though he served but one day, his spirit was ready. When his serv-
ice was required, he threw himself into the breach and offered himself
for !::]] bt.ﬁhe service that his country required, no matter what that
might be.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think we ought to pass this bill. We ought
to be disposed fairly to compromise our differences. Restore to the
pension-rolls those that were stricken from s supposed connection
with the rebellion, and let the proviso which provides for arrearages
be stricken out, as it must and would certainly fail in the Senate. I
think we ought to pass the bill restoring to the pension-rolls all those
who served in the war of 1812 for five days, whether they live to-day
in the North - in the South, in the East or in the West. It wonld
be a grand act, a gracious one on our part, and a just act, for which
we could defend ourselves in the presence of the people, although I
think we could not do so if we made provision for the arrearages to
those who were dropped from the rolls during the war. Let ns take
a practical view of this question, and not fail in the main and chief
result by clinging to impracticable conditions.

Mr. HURLBUT. 1 desire to say a few words in relation to this
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bill, and to say them without any hostility to any of the men who
are especially sought to be relieved by this measure. Iam compelled,
sir, by a sense of duty to oppose this bill; because, in the first place,
I believe the original bill as reported was vicions in substance and
bad in form, and that the amendments which have been added to it
have extended its scope, enlarged its viciousness, and made it more
burdensome to the country.

First, sir, I desire gentlemen to consider here that there is not and
cannot be any such thing as a vested right, a commercial transaction
between the country and those who are the recipients of its bounty.
Every nation has the right inherently to command the services of its
citizens just whenever it calls for them, to eall for their lives, to de-
mand theirmoney ; and the measure of the citizen’s duty is only lim-
ited by the necessities of the country. There is no contract of dollars
and cents in that. So whoever may render service in a military
capacity to the nation simply does his plain, unmistakable, nndenia-
ble duty, and whatever reward the nation may give him for having
done that duty is in the line of free gift and grace, and not in the line
of contract. And until this time I never heard any man talk of any
such thing as a contract between the soldier and the nation giving
him the right to a pension. )

This is undoubtedly the state of the case. It is the history of all
nations. It is the history of this nation. It is the history of the
branch of this nation which undertook to set up a separate govern-
ment. Each party in the late eivil war commanded by right the serv-
ices of those who remained within its limits, and those who entered
the service simply obeyed the call of duty in doing so; and whatever

tuity the surviving party may have thought properto give for serv-
ices heretofore rendered is simply a gift, a gratuity, a donation.

Now, it is true that there are scattered through this country not a

reat many men, but some survivors who have rendered good service
in the war of the Revolution. A few still remain of the war of 1812;
a few more of the Mexican war. And now I come to the real propo-
sition which lies at the bottom of this bill. It has been shown here
by my friend from Iowa [Mr. Kassox] that, by a most ingenious
dropping out of certain words that attracted no particular attention
at the time, all the pensioners of the Mexican war in the Southern
States are included within the provisions of this bill.

Now, sir, as there are duties belonging to a citizen toward his gov-
ernment, so there are donations which the Government may make to
that citizen for the performance of his duty; so it follows correla-
tively that there may be a forfeiture of the right to thesc gratuities,
and these forfeitures have been inflicted on certain persons who, hav-
ing earned the gratitude of the nation by previous good services,
forfeited that right by abandoning the very nation they had formerly
served. I eare nothing about the motives, but I say t{m.t they aban-
doned their conntry in the hours of its extremest need. Now, if any
one should say that these men did not forfeit and abandon by their
action all the right and all the claim they may have had against the
Government for their previons service, he would be saying what no
man of good sound sense it seems to me would admit. Now, the point
is, that it is proposed to extend the clemeney of this Government, the
good-uature of this Government, the lavishness of this Government,
over all this class of people.

For one, I am disposed to do just simply this: wheneverthe friends
of this bill will so limit it down fo parties who had joined in resisting
the Government; men who, being pensioners of the Government, yet
conspired with its enemies ; men who in the plain, clear light of the
unamended Constitution, the Constitution as 1t was, the Constitution
which the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. HiLL] says he hugged to his
bosom when he went, the plain, strict construction of that Constitu-
tion defines what the erime treason is in levying war against the
United States—now, I am willing to signalize this time by giving to
these men relief from now on, not because they deserve it, for they
do not, but I will do it because I wish the magnanimity of this country
in this anatter to stand unquestioned before the world. But when
youn ask me in addition to that to add provisions to this bill which do
not apply to our own soldiers and their widows and orphans; when
you ask me to do to the men who according to their abilities under-
took to destroy the Union what is not done to our own men, I resist
it, and I say that the public sentiment of the country never will bear
out any such paltering with the plain prineiples of justice. Icall the
attention of this House and I call the attention of every member of
the House, on both sides, fo the real thing that is intended by the
bill as amended. I call their attention to the increase of the pen-
sioners of this country. I call their attention to the fact that in this
bill and in no other that ever has been passed the widows and orphans
of the men who died under this disability are allowed to recover all
their nrmaraﬁea acerning during the time of disability.

Mr. HOLMAN. Is not my friend mistaken as to our never having
passed a bill containing that provision? It seems to me there was a
similar provision in the bill which passed the House upon the 14th
day of March, 1874, upon the subject of pensions.

Mr. HURLBUT. Ah, but that is not the law,

Mr. HOLMAN. Of course not.

Mr. HURLBUT. Yon mean the bill that passed the House.

Mr. HOLMAN. TIunderstood you to say that no such bill had passed
the House.

Mr. HURLBUT. If I said that I spoke incorrectly. I meant tosay
that no such bill had become a law. Now,if gentlemen desire to get

rid of the impressions already prevalent in the public mind that +his
carefully worded and skillfully managed bill is simply an entering-
wedge to a vast number of bills behind, they will send the bill to the
committee and strip it of all these unnecessary things and render not
justice but charity and mercy to these surviving men, who were car-
ried away by excitement during the late war, When they put the
bill in that shape they will have my support, and not until then.

Mr. HUNTON. Imove that the committee rise, and I make the mo-
tion for the purpose of moving in the House to go into Committee of
the Whole again with a limitation of five minutes on debate.

Mr. HOLng.N. I suggest to the gentleman that, in order to avoid
the necessity of going into the House, he ask unanimous consent that
the debate be limited to five minutes.

Mr. HOSKINS. I do not object to the arrangement nor to the ob-
ject the gentleman has in rising, but I desire to remind the gentleman
from Indiana that an arrangement has already been made to-day in
reference to this bill, that the debate should not be limited until the
close of the session to-morrow, and it is not in the power of the Com-
mittee of the Whole even by unanimous consent to change that ar-
rangement. The House only ean doit. I think therefore it is neces-
sary that the committee should rise.

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state that the 1gve.tntlelma.rll from
Indiana is asking, in order to obviate the necessity of going into the
Honse, that now, by unanimous eonsent, the debate from this time
shall be limited to five minutes. Is there any objection?

The Chair hears none, and it will be so understood.

Mr. CASWELL. While this bill was under consideration the other
day it may have been supposed by some that I was antagonizing it.
8ir, I am in favor of the principal features of this bill if gentlemen
will divest it and take from it those objectionable features which are
so unjustly laid upon the burdens of the soldiers of the war of 1812,
The bill as it now stands would change all the pension laws of the
United States. In addition to those features already pointed out by
gentlemen, this bill proposes to change section 4716 of the Revised
Statutes, which I desire to read:

0 money on account of pensions shall be paid to an; rson or to the widow,
ch?ldmn n:'?hﬂirs of any dco?}(ased nerson who in any ma{ul::'r voluntaril OM
Eéint'atg aided or abet the late rebellion against the authority of the Ui

Now if you repeal that section a larger number will be upon the
pension-roll than there has been since 1571, becaunse all those whoso-
ever who were barred or are now barred because they subsequently
participated in the rebellion may be added fo the roll.

Now I say I am in favor of this bill, and for that reason I claim that
it is unfair that we should tack on it a measure soradical and weighty
as the one which is here proposed. If this bill should become a law
we will be paying a pension to men for the very period when they were
fighting against this Government. Does history furnish such an ex-
ample? Is there anywhere in the history of any nation on earth a
precedent to justify our paying men pensions (lm-mf; the very period
when they were fighting against their Government ! Such an acton
our lparh would be a novelty of generosity unheard of before. If
would be a departure from every prineiple of self-government. How
long can a government survive in the exercise of such political econ-
omy as that?

I do not wish to be harsh or unjust to anybody, and especially to the
soldiers of the war of 1812, whether they live in the Sonth or in the
North. But I wish to preserve that consistency which every nation
owes to itself, and not add a premium for rebellion against our conn-
try. If thisbill shall now become alaw it will go further in the direc-
tion of amnesty than any measure that has ever been advocated on
this floor. Does my distinguished friend from New York, [ Mr. Towx-
SEND,] who so ably contended against universal amnesty, desire now
to ﬁo much further than that bill contemplated? Why, sir, this bill
will not only take them back, but will pay them $3 & month daring
the very period they were in rebellion. Or does the able gentleman
from Massachusetts, [ Mr. BANks,] whose fidelity to the Goverment has
never been questioned, desire to remove from the statute-book the
only provision which makes a distinetion between loyalty and dis-
luﬂalby ? Why not strike from the statute-book every provision
which imposes a disability upon those in rebellion against their Gov-
ernment ¥

Each of these measures may become popular in time, but let each
measure stand alone on its merits, and not at this late day impose it
as a weight upon the soldier of the war of 1312, and say that the
pension shall be withheld from him until we shall strike down the
statute imposing a disability for rebellion. It is anunjust burden to
be laid upon these old soldiers ; and I appeal to those who are really
in favor of restoring pensions to these old men who have been so long
knocking at the door of Congress, tostrip this bill of its objectionable
ﬁntuma, and put it in such a shape that it will be likely to become a

aw.

Mr. HOOKER. I desire tosay afew words in reference to this bill,
not that I believe any one of my constituents will be affected by it one
way or the other. The opposition which has been made to it, it seems
to e, is predicated upon an idea entirely inconsistent with the prin-
ciple upon which the Government originally granted these pensions.
With all due respect tothe distingnished gentlemen who have spoken
upon the opposite side of this Chamber, as to the principle which
governed in the original graut of pensions, we have the extraordi-
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nary spectacle now presented to the country, both by the proclama-
tions of your execntives in former times and by the decisions of your
Supreme Conrtsolemnly made, that the class of persons whoare affected
by this bill shall not be debarred from entering your tribunals of
justice and demanding compensation for the losses which they have
sustained during the late war ; and that by pardons, whether by gen-
eral proclamation or by special act, they are restored to all their rights
to claim in the tribunals of their country compensation for their
progert , Whether for losses incurred while they were disloyal or not.

The decisions of your
my friend from Georgia, CooK,] the case of Garland, and the
more recent case of Klein, went to the point that when a party had
been pardoned he stood, as the adjudications of all the courts say he
does stand, as if he had never committed the offense. Inother words,
that that offense has been obliterated by the act of the Government
in ﬁ:nnting pardon, and he is restored to all his rights, in the lsngnsge
g;_ the %npreme Court, “precisely as if he had never committed the

ense.

Now shall the Congress of the United States, by refusing to pass
this measure, say that, while they recognize the justice and propriety
of these acts of the Execntive Department of the Government, while

they bow to the adjudications of the supreme judicial tribunal of the’

land, they will make an invidious exception in regard to one class of
citizens alone, those who were soldiers and toilers in your behalf in
the war of 18121 That exception is much more invidious than the
exception which was attempted to be grafted upon what was known
as “the amnesty bill.” It is an exception against a class of citizens
who were granted pensions for services rendered long before they
had committed an offense against the Government. the Govern-
ment in its clemeney, acting either through its executive in the form
of a pardon or through the decisions of the Supreme Court, will re-
store to the rebel citizens of the South their right o claim com-
pensation for the loss of their property, why will you not restore the
rights of the soldiers of the war of 1812 to be paid the pensions which
the Government has given them?

It has been said by the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Kassox,] and
by other gentlemen who have spoken upon this question, that these
pens ions are not of the nature of a contract between the Government
on the one side and the veteran soldier on the other; that it is not a
contract with the soldier to give him so much compensation for his
services.

No, Mr. Chairman, it is not governed by any such simple mercantile
relation. It was a donation for services rendered in a war with a
foreign country. It was an acknowledgment of the services of these
soldiers in that war. To say now that you will deny this pension to
them because of an offense subsequently committed, is to say to the
veteran soldiers of the war of 1812, a few of whom yet remain, (like
the hemlock of the native region of the gentleman from Maine, (]yqu
at the top but still surviving,) and whose hope is that ere their deat
they may be recognized as having once rendered service to their
conn

[Here the hammer fell.] -

Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. Cannotthe Committee of the Whole, by
unanimous consent, allow the gentleman to proceed ?

The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Hargis, of Virginia.) The Chair nnder-
stands that by unanimous consent a few moments ago it was deter-
mined to adhere to the five-minute rale.

Mr. KASSON. I rise to oppose the amendment. That is in order;
and I yield to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. HOOKER.] . But
in doing this, will the gentleman allow me to ask him one question?

Mr. HOOKER. Certainly.

Mr. KASSON. I wish to ask the gentleman whether the principle
he is contending for does not extend to the allowance of all claims of
+ those who were enemies for a time but who have now been restored
to all the rights of citizens ?

Mr. HOOKER. I was abont to say that it seems to me an extreme
act of injustice to this class of pensioners for the Government, for-
getful of the services which they once rende to attempt now by
withholding these arrearages of pensions to visit upon them punish-
ment for an offense which they subsequently committed.

It is stated, sir, that the Israelites, when unable to drink the bitter
waters of Marah, discovered atree which d the capacity of ex-
tracting the bitterness from the waters; and I had hoped that in this
centennial period, in this era of good feeling between all sections of
the country, we should be able to find in the record of these veterans of
the war of 1812 something which might extract the bitterness from
those waters of contest with reference to the rebellion, which some
gentlemen here seem always ready to agitate. I had thought that
this Congress of the United States was but the conduit-pipe by which
the common sentiment of the American heart, with its desire to throw
oblivion over these contests, should find expression. I had thought
that there would be no limit to the feeling of generosity foward the
soldiers of the war of 1312 and the desire to cast the mantle of ob-
livion over the fierce civil contest which had agitated our country
to its center. I had hoped that the spirit of amnesty and kindly
feeling would ecome as naturally as the water from the monntain-side—

Giving a gentle kiss to every sedge
He wert.iﬁmth in hia pilzrimage;
And so by many winding nooks he atrays,

With willing sport to the wild ogean

A1

S[tlﬁmme Court, in the cases referred to by.
L

I had hoped that we shonld not hear of restriction or of limitation
or of an ogmition to what a gentleman from Massachusetts has
well said is but a simple act of justice.

Is it booomingi] for us now to say to these men, “True, you bared
your breasts to the storm of war when the nation ranking as strong-
est upon the sea and upon the land was arrayed against your coun-
try; troe, you shouldered your muskets and drew your swords in de-
fense of that country; but you have committed an offense since.
True, if you wanted to go into the courts of the country and prose-
cute your claim for property, this generous Government would forgive
and forget the offense you have committed. Your offenses would not
be remembered against you, if you were simply a party in court de-
m:mdmﬁ compensation for property destroyed by the events of the
war.” But when the question is whether the Government shall for-
get an offense committed by these veterans of 1812, only a few of
whom are now left to be solaced by our bounty and they trembling
upon the verge of the grave, we L[pmposa to show no forgiveness. Is
this just, or generous, or merciful?

[Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. VANCE, of North Carolina. I will not detain the committee
long. I desire to oppose the amendment of the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. JENKS] on two {nundﬂ. First, the original bill which
came from the committee in the Forty-third Congress contained the
following langnage:

On proof satisfac to the Secretary of the Interior that said pensioner did not
take up arms against the t or in any encourage the rebels,

This is similar to the amendment offered by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania. The Recorp of that day shows that those words
were stricken out by a vote of 92 to 54, and the bill as it went to the
Senate restored the pensions of those soldiers who had been dropped
under previous acts. I want to inquire now whether this House is
less liberal than the Congress of two years ago? Has the shadow upon
the dial of humanity gone back within these two years past and gone?
Have the soldiers referred to manifested any new act OF hostility that
now they meet this opposition?

Another objection I have to the amendment is that it implies a cen-
sure upon the soldiers who were in the service on the southern side
of the question. It carries with it the implication that those soldiers
were to blame for bringing on the war. Allow me to say, Mr. Chair-
man, that of all the people in the South, the soldiers who went to the
field and suffered were the least to blame. Where did the war com-
mence? It did not commence in the hearts of the masses of the peo-
ple of the South. The people there were for the Union. Where did
the war commence? I believe it commenced in this Hall and in the
other end of the national Capitol. Gentlemen made speeches here
which were scattered broadcast over the land, and when the tronbles
came on eloquent men appeared before the masses and incited them
to take up arms. Why, Mr. Chairman, they often said, “Go where
glory waits thee,” and some of these men said, “ What a sweet and
proper thing it is to die for one’s country ;” but many of them took

care not to die themselves worth a cent. [Great laughter.]

‘What is the effect of this amendment 7 The effect is to censure the
soldier and to censure the plain men of the country; yet I nndertake
to say to-day that these soldiers were less to blame than anybody else
in that nrthappy stmgﬂg.

The CH IAN, (Mr. Harris, of Virginia, in the chair.) The
gentleman’s time has expired

hMr. VANCE, of North Carolina. I did want to say one or two more
things. I
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed that the gentleman has
one minute more of his time remaining.

Mr. VANCE, of North Carolina. Aﬁow me to say then just this,
and I wish every gentleman present to hearit: If there were a foreign
war, if there were any trouble to grow up between this and a foreign
country, and God forbid there should be, becanse all men I think now
desire peace; but let me say to youn as a humble southern soldier him-
self, that if there were any trouble to-day with any foreign country
nomen on the top of God's green earth would respond more readily to
that call than the men in gray.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired.

Mr. VANCE, of North Carolina. You want me to quit now, do yon?
[Great lau;;htcr.] I regret 1 have not a few minutes more time.

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Mr. Chairman, I am constantly
increasing in my notion that I was right originally in regard to this
bill, for I find myself assailed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania,
[Mr. JENKS,] who takes one view; by the gentleman from Georgia,
[Mr. Cooxk,] who takes another view; and by my friends on this side
of the House, who take all sorts of views. [Laughter.] Therefore
I am satisfied, when I am in opposition to so many opinions, I must
have been right.

Now the committee that matured this bill was the Committee on
Revolutionary Pensions and the War of 1812, We matuored a bill re-
lating wholly to the pensioners of the war of 1812. We brought that
bill into this House, and if it had been left in its application to the

nsioners of the war of 1812 I should feel I was doing here, as I felt

was doing in the committee, my dnty to the pensioners and the
country in sustaining that bill. DBut not nupon the ground that the
pensioner has the right with the munzzle of a pistol to demand of the
country a pension! Good God! are we to have that doctrine pre-
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sented here or anywhere else that a pensioner has the right to make
such a demand of the country? Not at sll. It is not upon any such
ground. It was upon the ground that these men had rendered effi-
cient service, and it became the country to be liberal to them in
turn. The service was all rendered before the pension was granted.
‘What, sir, shall there be what was called “back pay?” Shall there
be a distinction favorable to those pensioners of the war of 1812 that
we do not grant to our soldiers who have more recently served the
country? I would not do if. Our soldiers who have been recently
invalided in the cause of their country are allowed their pensions
from the date of the pension. So I would do by the pensioners of the
war of 1812, Iwould allow pension from the time it was right, merely
going back on the dial fo 1862,

But let us not be mistaken. They say, “ToOWNSEND is softening.”
[Laughter.] The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. JENKS] has
obliged me with an account of my character. He said I always ran
on extremes. I am obliged to him, but I hope under Heaven I shall
always be right when I am in extremes.

What do we propose to do? We propose to restore pensions to a
body of men every one of whom in consequence of having served
his country between 1812 and 1815 had in 1461 dragged a miserable, dis-
eased, and maimed carcass for forty-five years, and who have now
dragged that same diseased carcass to the borders of the grave for
nearly sixty years. These were the men for whom I “slopped over.”
[ Laughter.] These were the men to whom I proposed to give pen-
sions; and if this House, if this committee, has gone beyond the view
of the committee which reported this bill and added the pensioners
of the war with Mexico, and therefore created some possible diffi-
culty in ard to the matter, it is the fault of this committee, and
not the fﬁt of the committee which reported the bill,

8ir, I do not know but it will be wiser to send this bill back to the
committee, and let us lick it into shape again. I am not certain but
when the committee rises that should be done.

But I rose simply to vindicate the committee for the views that
induced it to recommend that the old men who were tottering on
crutches in 1861 should have the pensions they would have had but
for the madness that existed at that period. :

[ Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. Mr. Chairman, I have been denied
the privilege of listening to this diseussion by service on committee,
and must speak somewhat at random. It has been claimed that to
deny this arrearage of pension to these old soldiers is to strike at the
sick, the maimed, and the helpless veterans of the war of 1812, and
that if they forfeited their right to pension it was through the mis-
fortunes of war and not by any fault of theirs; that they must have
been nearly sixty years of , and counld not have participated act-
ively in the mbe{lion. Admitting this, and passing by the fact that
men at the age of sixty are far from being devoid of power and influ-
ence in the communities where they reside, and conceding that they
were innocent vietims of the war, still, sir, we cannot forget the fact
that they were not its only victims ; and, if innocent, their case only
furnishes another instance of that inexorable law whereby the inno-
cent must suffer for the crimes of the guilty. And, sir, we cannot
forget if we would who the guilty were and how they struggled for
four {em‘s, not that these old veterans might not receive a pension,
but that no true soldier of the Republic should ever receive a pension
from its Treasury tﬁ‘nin! Dnrin% that time they not only levied no
tax and contributed no revenne for the payment of these suspended
pensions, but they compassed the powers of earth snd hell to prevent
the United States from ever drawing support from them again for
any purpose whatever, however just or humane. Viectims, indeed!
There is not a child in its cradle to-day, so far from drawing support
from its country, that its labors are not mort, throngh life to
the grave to discharge the debt imposed by this mad, wicked, and
godless rebellion.

Sir, I yield to no one, not even to my noble-hearted friend from
New York, [Mr. TowNsEND,] in sympathy for the sick and wounded
soldier; but I do not forget and I cannot forget that there were other
innocent vietims of the rebellion besides these veteran soldiers. The
great cloud of war stood over our northern homes, and to-day its
shadow rests heavily on many a stricken heart, on many a broken
household. Gather up the innocent blood and treasure poured out
upon the ground by this unholy rebellion; bring back the health and
cheer and comfort that have fled from happy hearth-stones; re-unite
the broken family circles guilty of no erime but devotion to their
country in its hour of y peril, and it will then be time to talk
about mending all the misfortunes of the war by appropriations from
the public Treasury. But so long as the sick and' maimed Union sol-
dier drags his diseased and mutilated body on toward the darkness
of the grave, and when compelled to apply for special relief from Con-

188 can oniy receive ‘ﬁnmon from the date of act granting such re-

ief, I for one am unwilling to pay arrearages of pension to men fight-
ing against their country, and deny it to those who perilled all in its
defense. Sir, we have been admonished to remember the good feel-
ing of the centennial year. Well, we think we have some pride and
some interest in that as well as our friends on the other side, for
we_fought hard and sacrificed much to reach it. Could they have
had their way there would never have been any centennial for this

nation to celebrate,

But, sir, we doubt not that they come to the Centennial as we do,
with joyful hearts, and we meet them without one vengeful feeling
left. All we ask is that all over this land the era of the return of
%Jood feeling shall be real; that every citizen, even the humblest,
shall be protected in all his rights; that sectional feeling shall die
out utterly ; and that the American citizen, so long as he obeys the
laws and comports himself like a good citizen, shall be welcome every-
where. Then will we celebrate our centennial year with joy indeed,
with a united, happy, and prosperous country. But this feeling can
never be genuine, can never come to stay, until we earry out that in
action which we are so ready to express in words. The saddest
sight I have seen on Capitol Hill this winter was that of a one-armed
Union soldier who just at night-fall was leaving this building. He
introduced himself and told me his name. He said he had just been
dismissed from the employ of this House. With his right hand tak-
ing hold of the stump of his left arm, he said: “The remainder of that
arm I left at Gettysburgh. I am going home now. I have no com-
plaint to make ; I have served my country as well as I could, both in

eace and war. My successor fought to destroy the country; I
fought to defend it. If my country can stand that, I can,” Ah, Mr.
Chairman, that is what this country cannot stand and what it will
not stand. No country can stand that. Patriotism ecannot live by
it ; liberty will die under it. No; let the day of crimination and re-
crimination pass. Put back these invalid soldiers of 1812 on the pen-
sion-rolls. Let their pay commence from the passage of the act, and
let the door close there finally and forever. Let no man who fought
for the late rebellion other than these ever hope to receive a pension.
Let all come together in good faith, and for a common endeavor; let
the soldiers of the two armies fraternize, and let all the people be
again united. But, Mr, Chairman, we shall never see this, and we
never ought to see it while maimed Union soldiers are sent hobbling
down Capitol Hill and ex-confederates, sound in health and limb, are
installed in their places. Gallantry does not demand it ; justice scorns
it ; and humanity will reject and correct it.

Mr. HOSKINS. Mr. Chairman, no gentleman upon the floor of this
House is more anxious than myself to do justice to the soldiers of the
war of 1812. Those men who fought bravely to preserve and per-
petuate this Government are entitled to our sympathy and regard.
And in that view when the first section of this bill was under dis-
cussion I moved to reduce the term of service to the lowest possible
pariod, five days, that we might reach every single soldier who served
in the war of 1312 to save this country.

But, sir, I find in the section of the bill now under consideration
not only a provision to pension the men who were loyal to the Gov-
ernment during the struggle in which we have been en , but
there is a proposition to restore to the fﬁmion-rol].a a class of men who,
if not in the active service of the rebellion, were—and I speak of it in
no offensive terms—absolutely in sympathy with it, and as much under
the control of the feelings that governed the men in those States as
the men who were themselves in the service. Further than this, it is
1 proposition to pay every soldier of the war of 1812, whose name was
stricken from the pension-rolls for disloyalty, full arrears of pension
from the time his name was dropped to the present time. It is not
only proposed to place their names on the pension-rolls, but to pen-
sion them during the war, when perhaps they were in open hostility
to the Government. It seems to me it is quite enough to ask us to re-
store the names of these old soldiers of the war of 1812 to the pension-
rolls from the present time forward, without insisting that arrears be
paid them.

In my judgment the p e of this proposition will establish a
precedent in this country against which the people all over the coun-
try will revolt almost as ono man. It is quite too early in the history
of this Government since the close of the war to come forward wiﬁl
a proposition here that shall not only place on the pension-rolls the
class of men who live in the Sounthern States, unfortunately, I admit,
and who under our laws were excluded from the pension-rolls, but
also pay them full arrears the same as though they had notsimau
stricken from the rolls for disloyalty.

Every man in the Southern States who can show his loyalty to the
Government has been restored to the pension-rolls from which he
was cut off by the provisions of the statute to which I have referred.
And Isay to gentlemen on the other side of the House and to gentle-
men on this side of the Hounse that while we wish to live in peace
and harmony and union with every man in those Southern States,
and do not desire to perpetuate any of the old feelings of animosity,
yet we have a duty as representatives of the people to see that no
one is placed npon the pension-rolls who was unfaithful to the Gov-
ernment in its hour of trial, or at least that no arrears are paid,
even should he be a faithful soldier of the war of 1812, And I say
again that it is a dangerous precedent for gentlemen on the other
side to urge the restoration to the pension-rolls of these men, even if
they were old soldiers of the war of 1312, who were in the service of
the confederate };uvamment. or in sympathy therewith, and much
more to demand for them arrears of pensions. I appeal to gentlemen
on the other side to eliminate from this bill all of these dangerous
principles upon which we cannot agree; so that we shall agree to
strike out the sixty days’ service, and pension every soldier of the war
of 1812 who establishes his loyalty to the Government. And if you
desire the action of the House on the other proposition, bring youy

L
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billin as aseparate measure entirely ; butdo not ingraft upon thisbill a
provision placing on the pension-rolis a class of men who have been
deprived of their privilege by law, which brings np for consideration
another subject. I appeal to the gentlemen to let us strike out that
provision of the bill, and we will pass it nnanimounsly.

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I do not desire to disenss the
merits of this bill, but as a member of the committee which reported
it to the House I desire to make a statement. I was not present, sir,
when this bill was discussed by the Committee on Revolutionary Pen-
sions, being engaged upon another committee at the time, but I was
told by the committee as to the provisions of the bill, and at the time
I stated, as will be remembered I think by those who were present,
that for one I wonld absolutely oppose to pay any man a ]Eensiun for
the time he was actually engaged in rebellion against the Govern-
ment. There was some discussion, and it was supposed that this bill
inclnded wounded and maimed soldiers, men who had been disabled
on account of services to their country from 1812 to 1815, and could
not possibly include many men who had absolutely cnfaged in the
rebellion or were eapable of rendering it any service. In that view
1 gave my assent to the proposition; in this view I gave wy assent
to this bill, with the understanding that it would not inelnde those
actually en in the rebellion ; nor did I intend, as has been claimed
by some gentleman here, that these persons should have any advan-
tage over our own soldiers who served during the late war. If there
is any such provision in the bill, T would, as a member of the Com-
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions be opposed to it. Idid not intend
and I do not intend now that the bill should give such advantage;
but, if it does, I say I am opposed to it, and opposed furthermore to
paying any soldier a pension for time that he was actually engaged
in warring against the Government of his country.

Sir, I ﬁw’ut what the gentleman from New York [Mr. TowNsSEND]
has already said, that if it was the intention of the committee to give
to men who periled their lives in the defense of their country in 1312
and 1815, and who gave to the country an arm or a leg, or lost their
health, or were otherwise disabled, and who would be unable to give
to the rebellion any valuable services—it was our intention to give
to those who had been maimed and wounded in the service, and I say
that I do not for one regret, so far as that is concerned, the action of
the committee, ;

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chairman, I have very little to say on this subject.
There is much I wonld like to say, but I cannot say it in five minutes,
and I do not like to ask an extension of time.

There are three things which I will say within the five minutes.
The first is to express my regret that gentlemen on the republican
side of the Honse seem dotermined to go back on their record which
their own party so generously made at the last session. It has been
stated and, I believe, proved that this very provision in the bill now

roposed to be stricken ont was contained in a bill which passed this
]I):louse in the Forty-third Cclngreaa by a large majority, if not by an
entirely unanimous vote. This is the second time that gentlemen on
that side of the Honse have manifested at this session of Congress a
disposition to go back upon their entire action at the previous sessions
of Congress, and I profess my profound regret at that exhibition of
purpose or feeling. If the recurrence of a presidential election is to
re-act in this kind of style, certainly every patriot ought to regret
that presidential elections return at all. ;

The second remark which I wish to make is simply this- The ques-
tion is simply whether these invalid soldiers of the war of 1812, or of
previons wars, shall be restored to the pension-rolls and with the

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish simply to state to the House that it fell
to my lot to canvass the State of eorgia ngainst secession. I had
had no eonnection with politics previons to the war, except in opfpos-
ing secession in every form. I did not believe in the doctrine of se-
cession, and it was a hard contest. Gentlemen who come from the
other side of the line cannot imagine the struggle which those of us
had to endure in that region of country in those days. Ido not allude
to this to claim any credit for myself—none whatever ; I did only
what was my duty; but the fact I wish to state to the House is this,
and it is a duty I owe to these old men to state it: In traveling over
the State of Georgia, under t disadvantages, laboring to the best
of my ability to resist what I then considered, and still consider, the
madness of secession, I never met one of these old invalid soldiers in
whom I did not find a friend and an opponent to secession. I have
known one of them to hobble for ten miles to hear my humble words
in defense of the Union for which they fonght, and I never met in all
m%_stmlggles against secession one of them who was opposed to it.

he third thing I wish to say is a curious incident in our history.
Gentlemen seem desirous of excluding these men from the pension-
rolls because of secession. Where did secession originate? Was it
born in the South? Nay, sir; do not gentlemen know that at the
very time the soldiers of the S8outh who have been stricken from your
pension-rolls were making breastworks of their own cotton bales at
New Orleans to drive back the foreign invader of our country, the
Northeast was in session at Hartford, and by her distingunished :llo]e-
gates proclaimed the very doetrine of secession nupon which the South
snbsequently acted. Here it is: “That acts of Congress in violation
of the Constitntion are absolutely void is an undeniable proposition ;"
and they declare that the States have aright to judge o}] the measure

.l

OE redress in case of such an event or emergency. [See note at foot
of page.

r. KASSON. Did any State ever indorse that doctrine 1
Mr. HILL. Ido not know; and I do not know that anybody who
was engaged in that convention was ever stricken from the pension-
rolls beeause he preached secession in New England.

Mr. KASSON. Ah, the men who were there had never been on the
pension-rolls.

Mr. HILL. I am simply stating a fact of history, that at the very
moment these men, now invalid soldiers, were exposing their lives at
New Orleans for the common country you men in New England were
engaged at Hartford in proclaiming the doetrine of secession.

A MeMBER. Does the gentleman justify that doetrine

Mr. BLAINE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a single
question ?

Mr. HILL. I have not time now.

Mr. BLAINE. I wish to ask but a single question.

[Here the hammer fell.]_‘I

The CHATIRMAN, (Mr. Harris, of Virginia.) The five minutes of
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HiLL] has expired.

Mr. REAGAN. I do not know that I can make myself heard in the
buzz that is going on around me.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will suspend until order is re-
atorled in the Hall. [After a pause.] The gentleman will now pro-
ceed.

Mr. REAGAN. I cannoi properly discuss a bill like this in five
minutes. I wish only to call the attention of the Committee of the
Whole to a single [Pomt of view in which it may be considered, It
has been suggested in argnment here by two or t.{:raa gentlemen that

<l men who either participated in the rebellion, as it is termed, or sym-

pathized with it ought not to receive pensions for the services which
they rendered the country in the war of 1812. It wonld seem that
the question is looked npon by those who take that view with refer-
ence only to what they suppose was an offense against the Govern-
ment.

It does not seem to be remembered that the people all over this
country are contributing their share of the taxes which support the
Government; are contributing their share of the taxes which pay
some twenty-nine or thirty million dollars to the soldiers of the last
war, the war between the States; that they are contributing their
full share to all the expenses of this Government, and are liable to
render their services with other citizens in the performance of any
duty which may be required of them by the authority of the Gov-
ernment. Now, while they are contributing to pay the pensions of
the soldiers at whose hands they suffered defeat, (and they do so
without a murmur,) they now ask only that the soldiers of the war
of 1812—I believe the bill covers also the invalid and wounded sol-
diers of the war with Mexico—that the southern soldiers of these
two wars with foreign governments may be placed npon the pension-
rolls of the country, _;ust as the same soldiers in the States of the
North and West are placed.

Is that wrong? If they are required to pay these expenses, if they
have rendered services to their conntry in the hour of her trial, and
have now wn old ; if these States are restored to the Union, and
if these old soldiers are restored to the rights of citizenship, if the
object of this Congress is to renew fraternity and good-will through-
out the land, if the objeet of Congress is to be just as well as gener-
ous, if we wish to stimulate patriotic attachment to the Government
and devotion to it, are we to say to these old men, now from eighty
to ninety years of age, tottering into their grave, who remember the
services they rendered to their country in the hour of her trial, when
mnfrontingvt\he armies of the first power of the earth—shall we say
to them, * You shall not receive pensions; true, you were too old to
Earticipste in the recent war between the States, but you are tainted

) livinﬁ in the South, or by having had sons or grandsons in that
war with whom you sympathized ” Wil you forget that the States
are restored to their original relations to the Union ; that these men
are restored to their rights of citizenship? Will you forget the great
necessity that towers above all others, of restoring -will and
kindness and generous sympathy with and support of the Govern-
ment, and a determination to support it in its revenues and defend it
in all its wars? Is there statesmanship, is there justice, is there gen-
erosity in asking those States and those people to contribute to these
expenses, when you refuse a paltry sum of a few thousand dollars a
year to pension men, now between eighty and ninety years of age, for
services which they rendered before I was born, and before nearly
every member on this floor was born? At this time, in view of the

Nore.—The following is the full extract:
That acts of Congress in violation of the Constitution are absolutely void is an
undeniable proposition. It does not, however, consist with respect a.nd{orbenrnnco
due from a confederate State toward the General Government to fly to open re-
sistance upon every i ion of the Constitution. The mode and the energy of
the opposition shouldl always conform to the nature of the violation, the intention
of its anthors, the extent of the injury inflicted, the determination manifested to
persist in it, and the danger of delay. But in cases of deliberate, dangerous, and
Im.lpnblu infractions of the Constitution affecting the sovereignty of a State and
iberties of the peo}:ﬂa._ it is not only the right but the duty of such a State to inter-
pose its authority for their protection in the manner best calen! to secure that
enid. When emergencies ocenr which are cither beyond the reach of the judicial
tribunals or too preasing to admit of the delay incident to their forms, States which
have no common nmpire must be theirown judges and execute their own decisions,
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sentiment which pervades the American Union, North and South,
East and West, in favor of a restoration of good-will and brotherly
love, and a generous support of this Government, its institutions, its
honor, and its flag, I cannot think that upon deliberate judgment such
a view will prevail in this Hall.

[Here the hammer fell.

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, it was foreign to my purpose to enter
into this disenssion until a moment since. I have nothing to add to
what has already been said, and so well said, by so many gentlemen
on this floor who have advocated this measure. But, sir, I have risen
for the [Lurpose of saying that I cannot for my life see what partisan
polities bas o do with this question. 1 sat here to-day and listened
with regret to gentlemen of the repullican party, one or two at least,
who must needs lug into this debate reminiscences and memories con-
nected with the late war. And, sir, I must say that it was with mor-
tification that I heard a distinguished gentleman on this side of the
House make political allusions which in my judgment are not caleu-
lated to i[lromote harmony in this House or thronghout the coufitry.

‘What has secession to do with this question ? Secession isdead. It
no longer lives in the mind of any man in the Southern States. There
isnot aman to be found who advocates the doctrine. Then why shonld
it be bronght up here and disenssed in this Honse at all? 'Why should
it be pa.ra%led upon this floor? Why shounld my distinguished friend
from Georgia [ Mr. HiiL] flaunt it in the faces of northern members
of this House by reference to any sectional historic events which have
long since transpired? There is no necessity for any such thing. And
I, for one, claiming to be as good a southern man as the gentleman
from Georgia,or any other southern man, protest here and now against
the introduection of such questions into this Hall, especially upon a
subject like this, which appeals to the sympathies and better nature
of every gentleman.

I shall not pretend to argue the question whether these pensions
are a debt or not. I care not whether they are a debt. Isuppose that
other gentlemen, like myself, do not care whether they are regarded
as a debt or not. Sir, they are something higher than a commereial
debt. This appeal is made to the better natures and sympathies of
representatives of the people Morethan that, the appeal is made to
those high patriotie principles which cause every ﬁm‘emmeut to re-
gard and care for its defenders. Upon that ground I would vote for
these pensions, if I represented the State of Maine or any other State
north of Mason and Dixon’s line.

[ Here the hammer fell. ]

Mr. HUNTON. I move that the committee rise. I do this for the
purpose of moving in the House to terminate debate npon this sec-
tion.

Mr. HOAR. I hope the gentleman will not cut off debate after an
attack has been made on our section of the country, to which there
has been no opportunity to reply.

Mr. HOLMAB. As an amendment to the motion of the gentleman
from Virginia [Mr. HoNTON] I move that the pending bill be reported
to the House with a recommendation that it be recommitted to the
Committee on Revolntionary Pensions and the War of 1312,

The CHATRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gentleman
from Indiana, [Mr, HoLMAN.]

Mr. HOAR. I rise to debate the motion. I suppose it isdebatable.

The CHATRMAN. The Chair was about to submit the question;
but he will hear the gentleman.

Mr. HOAR. T wish to say one word in regard to the historical ques-
tion which has been raised by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr
Hirr.] The Hartford convention, an assemblage of men as pure, as
able,and as patriotic as ever lived upon the face of the earth, adopted
the resolution—which I dare say the gentleman has quoted correctly—
in substance from the resolutions of the Virginia Legislature of the
year 1798. 'When they declared that a State Legislature was to judge
of the validity of an act of Congress, they never contemplated any
right to resist that act b{' force. They held, as every man within the
sound of my voice I will venture to say holds, that an uneconstitu-
tional act of Con is of no validity, and that the citizen before
obeying it has a right to try, by constitutional methods and remedies,
whether it is valid.

Mr. HILL. Let us see whether that was their position. Their
language is:

When emergencies occur, which are either beyond the reach of the judicial tribu-
nals or too pressing to admit of the delay incident to their forms, States which have
no common umpire must be their own judges and execute their own decisions.

Mr. HOAR. Undoubtedly. That is the Virginia resolution.

Mr, HILL. No, sir; that is not quoted from the Virginia reso-
Intions.

Mr, HOAR. It is the Virginia resolution in substance.

Mr. TUCKER. That is not the language of the Virginia resolution.

Mr. HILL. I admit that the Virginia resolution says practically
the same thing.

Mr. STEVENSON. I rise to a point of order.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. STEVENSON. I make the point of order that this discussion
is not in order.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided already that it is in order,
and the gentleman from Massachusetts has the floor.

Mr. HOAR. FEvery member of that convention, with one or two
exceptions, declared they never contemplated or believed a State had

the right to carry that question of judging of an act of Congress to
the extent of forcibly resisting it.

Mr. HILL. That is just what they did.

Mr. HOAR. Ideny it. I know something of the history of my see-
tion of country. On the contrary, the recommendation made by that
convention, as a remedy which they suggostml, was in the way of leg-
islation by the Con of the United States, which legislation was
afterward adopted %y Congress itself.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am a little tired for one of hearing these con-
tinual lectures from the other side of the House.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired.

Mr. HOLMAN rose.

Mr. TUCKER. I move by unanimous consent that the gentleman
from Massachusetts be allowed to proceed.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has given the floor to the gentleman
from Indiana.

Mr. CONGER. Imake the point of order that the five-minute rule
cannot apply to the motion to recommit.

The CHAIRMAN. It was adopted by unanimous consent pending
the discussion of this bill, and w'iuile this is being diseussed without
going out of committee, the Chair will hold that the five-minute rule,
unless nnanimous consent be granted, is still operating.

Mr. HOSKINS. I wish to say a word on the point of order.

Mr. HOAR. Does any gentleman object to my proceeding ?

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection to the genfleman from
Massachusetts proceeding ?

Mr. HOLMAN. Idonotinsist upon taking the floor, and do not hear
any objection to the gentleman from Massachusetts going on.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection.

Mr. HOAR. I desire to say, Mr. Chairman, that I am a little tired
of these lectures coming from the gentleman from Georgia, whom the
other side of the House secm to treat as their organ on the subject of
ood feeling and desire for reconciliation which they think ought to
prevail in this Congress. Why, Mr. Chairman, it happened that a

| proposition was made the other day to extend the amnesty and grace

of the people of the United States to a class of persons who had for-
feited their right to hold office under the Government by treason. Un-
der any other wuntr{' on the face of the earth that class of persons
would have been gibbeted and hung in chains. None of them having
received any punishment, it was suggested to except a single case,
the case of a person who did not desire himself to be included within
the proposition of pardon, who scoffed and sneered and spurned at
the clemency of his country; who it was believed had been guilty,
not merely of the crime of treason, but of a military erime detestable
and detested everywhere of interfering with the generosity of his
own people and in ict.inicmelty and horror upon defenseless pris-
ouners such as the annals of the civilized world do not know else-
where.

Now, it strikes me that if gentlemen on the other side of the House
have come back fo exercise the functions of this Government, as
American citizens they would say * Let us see whether that be true.
If it be true that this man does not want our pardon, if it be trne
that he has done these acts which are charged upon ixim, then the
honor of this conntry, North and Sonth alike, is concerned in exclud-
ing him from the exalted privilege of American citizenship.” Instead
of that inquiry being made in that spirit, in jealous care for the
honor of our countrymen North and South alike, a gentleman who
does not remember whether or not he introduced in the confederate
congress a proposition to hang up as spies and withount trial every
northern soldier who could be taken upon their soil, comes in here—

Mr. HILL. Will the gentleman allow me ?

Mr. HOAR. Certainly.

Mr. HILL. In the first place no such resolution was ever offered by
anybody or heard of as that he now quotes. The resolution, as I
explained on the occasion referred to, simply alluded to pretended
solplliera.

Mr. HOAR. And to negroes.

Mr. HILL. Just stop. It simply applied to those who attempted
to incite insurrection. I wish to say now——

Mr. HUNTON. Irise to a question of order. I wish to inquire
whether this debate is germane to the question hefore the committee ?

Mr. HILL. Let me.first answer the gentleman's question. It is
this, that I did not recollect the resolution because of any disposition
to evade any responsibility about it. The gentleman will understand
I cannot have an accommodating memory. When I do not remember
a thing I say it, and I said this then most emphatically, that very
likely I did introduce the resolution. It was likely I did. I did not
remember whether I did or not; I was inclined to think another gen-
tleman was the author of it; but whether that was so I did not know.
I understood its ohject was within the laws of war, as it simply in-
tended to prevent the inciting of insurrection.

Mr. HOAR. I hold the msgluti(m in my hand and it is this——

Mr. HILL. Pretended soldiers.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired.

Mr. FOSTER. How can it have expired when he is going on by
unanimous consent ?

Mr. HAMILTON, of New Jersey. I make the point of order that
this debate is all out of order.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that when under the five-
minute rule the time of the gentleman was extended by nunanimous
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consent, the Chair considered that as implying that the extension
was for five minutes. The five minutes have expired.
Mr. CASWELL was recogunized, and yielded his time to Mr. HoAR.
Mr. HOAR. This is the resolution :
That every person pretending to be a soldier or officer of the United States—

Mr. HILL. Does that apply to every prisoner ? 3
Mr. HOAR. It applies to every “soldier or officer of the United
States.”

Mr. HILL. The language is:
Every person pretending to be,

Mr. HOAR.

‘Who shall be captured on the soil of the Confederate States after the 1stof Jan-
uary, 1863, shall be presumed to have entered the territory of the Confederate States
with intent to excite insurrection and to abet murder, and that, unless mtisfaciﬁlx
proof e adduced to the contrary before the military court before which his t
shall be had, he shall suffer death.

The next is:

That all commissioned officers in the command of said Benjamin F., Butler be
declared not entitled to be considered as soldiers engaged in honorable warfare, but
as robbers and criminals deserving death.

Now the gentleman from Georgia, whether he remembers those res-
Iutions or whether he does not, is not the man who should stand up
here and tell the members of this House in this centennial year that
we had broken every oath we ever took upon our lips, applying that
charge to an entire section.

Mr. HILL. Will the gentleman allow me a moment? That thing
has been repeated frequently. I will say with all deference to the
gentleman, and not meaning to be offensive, that there is not a word
of fruth in it. The langnage which I used, and which has been re-
peated over and over, I gid not apply to the whole republican party,
but to that wing of the party W}l:l[ﬂl taught there was a higher law
in this conntry for the regulation of political conduet than the Con-
stitution of the country. :

Mr. HOAR. The gentleman stood there shaking his head and his

fist——

Mr. HILL. O, no.

Mr. HOAR. And said you have broken every oath. I appeal to
the memory of this House if it was not so. Amf I ask what was it

that inréluce(l the gentleman to strike out of the REcorD those sen-
tences

Mr., HILL. They were not stricken out; that sentence was not
stricken out or altered. I know exactly what words I changed.

Mr. HOAR. Now, Mr. Chairman, when this question of the honor
and the magnanimity of this Government, in which the North and
South were alike concerned, was before the House, another gentleman
on the other side of the House, not representing a southern constit-
nency, called out in his place, in language which it is hardly decorous
to repeat, that an honored and distinguished member of this House
was a “hyena.” And although that utterance excited the disgust of
the eivilized world, this country and Europe, as it went over the
telegraph wires wherever tele%lra. phic communication extends, the
gentlemen on the other side of the House seized the first opligrtunity
to put the author of that ntterance (also suppressed in the RECORD)
into the Speaker’s chair as their representative of the order, the dignity,
and the decency of the American Congress.

Now, Mr. Chairman, for one I am tired of hearing these lectures.
When those efforts were made to abolish slavery the men who were
endeavoring to wipe out that blot from the character of the American
people were assailed as we are assailed to-day by the representatives
of the opinions which have sent the gentleman from Georgia fo this
floor; and now they stand here and say and confess that during that
struggle we were all right and they were all wrong. They thank
God that the North, that the abolitionist, that the fanatic, that the
republican of the North had his way; that the shackles were stricken
from four millions of slaves, and that they did not have their way.
I think that in the light of that history they may learn a little mod-
esty. Are you not glad that when yon and your predecessors were
clamoring at us in this way we persevered and put down American
slavery ! Are you not glad——

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a privileged question. I desire to know by
what right the gentleman from Massachusetfs is oceupying the floor.

A MEMBER. O, give him rope enough.

Mr. RANDALL. Let himgo on; he is the exponent of the Hart-
ford convention.

Mr. HOAR. I desire to finish this one sentence. Are you not glad
that the rebellion was put down against your efforts ¥ Is not the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr, Cox] glad that the thirteenth amend-
ment to the Constitution, which abolished slavery, passed, in spite of
his struggles by filibustering and by vote to prevent the Con
cumi,ng" to a vote upon that question, and in spite of his own recorded
nay .

Now, Mr. Chairman, when gentlemen come here to confess the glory,
to share in the fruits, to exuft in the results of the republican legisla-
tion in this country, I shounld think that at least a little modesty
should induce them to discontinne the old lectures and to forget the
old jargon.

Mr. SOX. I was sitting very contentedly in my seat until the poi-
soned arrows of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAr | were
hurled against me personally. I am sure the honorable gentleman

frouwr Maine [Mr. Braise] has not delegated the gentleman from
Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar] to speak for him in regard to any personal
grievances arising from remarks for which perhaps [ am properly
sorry. 1 do not think the gentleman from Maine will call upon the
Faut-lcmen from Massachusetts to take up his cause or his quarrel. If
1¢ does, all the worse for Maine. [Laughter.]

When Iused the language which the gentleman from Massachusetts
said was infamous, I did it under a provocation which perhaps no one
knows except the gentleman from Maine and myself. I did it with-
out much deliberation, but no one questioned it, unless perhaps I my-
self at the time questioned the propriety of it as a parliamentary
pungency. My ideaat that time was this; and, since it has run over
ﬂtm country in lyric song and all sort of vituperation, I may as well
state it:

At the beginning of the war, knowing that I had no power as a
humble member to stop it in the least, ﬁ did my Dbest to assuage its
severibies. I introduced here the first joint resolution as to prisoners.
One of the regiments which I helped to raise in Ohio had been cap-
tured and was at Libby prison. The cartel was not carried out. We
all know the reason of that. It was not being carried out at that
time, but I obtained from Mr. Lincoln special exchanges; but during
the whole of the war I gave my time and trouble and all I could give
as a member of Congress for the relief of prisoners.

When the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. lgLAINE] the other day (my
friend of s0 many years’standing) would not allow me the small priv-
ilege of correcting my record as to prisoners, of which his reading and
interpretation were wrong, and when I had yielded to him so many
times during the preceding debate, I had no other epithet to hurl at
him except that which was unparliamentary ; that epithet which the
gentleman from Massachusetts has again revived, digging again out
of the ve that which has already been covered.

Bat, Mr. Chairman, I will not go into that. I have no special econ-
troversy with the gentleman from Maine or the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts. The gentleman from Massachusetts comes forward here
as adefender of the Hartford convention and the “old blue-light Fed-
eralists” who hung out their signals to the British.

0, no, they did not take any active part to earry out their session.
Read the history of the Connecticut shore and you will know how it
was that the Federals lost power for so many years and why the
democratic party under Mr. Madison kept power so long. They did
not do anything to carry out their heresy, but they were in constant
sympathy with the enemy ; I do not mean all New England; but was
there not a Governer Strong of Massachusetts? I believe there was,
and he issued an order that the troops of Massachusetts should not
go out of the State, did not he? I think he did. [Laughter.] And
yet this gentleman from Massachusetts, in order to hurl reproaches
on the democratic side, forgot all that bad history of his State, and
then, to clinch it all withont provocation, begins a personal assault
upon me. Now let us come back and see the meaning of this debate.
There is a class of men in this House who are philanthropists and hu-
manitarians, who believe that—

Whether on the scaffold high
Or in the battle's van,

The fittest where man can die
Is where he dies for man !

[ Laughter.]

They do not believe in practical affairs, and when we come to prac-
tical business measnres they cannot keep their hands off these old,
unpleasant records; they d'ﬁ] down into the grave constantly. No;
I withdraw that remark. ey go after old reminiscences that were
well forgotten this centennial year.

Now, two years ago I had the pleasure to hear General Butler make
a speech for the old soldiers. He told the House how he had given
back his sword in New Orleans to one of Jackson's old officers. Gen-
eral Butler favored the bill to restore these soldiers of 1812 to their
pensions, and as General Butler was considered by some people a bad
man, and if he is a bad man, what are you? [Launghter.] I did not
think General Botler was a bad man on that subject; he gave us a
lesson and your side of the House a lesson; but now, when we are
ready to do it, the ery will go out everywhere that we are for retrench-
ment and promised to eut down the expenses, and yet will add
$10,000,000 to the pensions of the soldiers, and add £500,000 to pay
the arrearages. You will hear the ery go all over the country that
she democratic party, that pays secession soldiers, refused, perhaps,
back pay for the Union soldiers, which will come in pretty soon to
the tune of $50,000,000.

Mr. Chairman, I think the best thing to do with this bill, which has
friends on both sides who are in favor of retrenchment and economy
and of fair dealing with the soldiers, wounld be to have the bill re-
committed for this purpose. I understand that the Senate caucus
has already said that they will not put upon the pension-rolls sol-
diers of the war of 1812 for their pensions during the war, so that if
we were to ]i:’a.su such a provision in this House bill the old soldiers
will get no benefit from it becaunse of the action of the Senate. If,
then, we are to give these old soldiers anything, let us pass such a bill
as that the Senate may receive it and pass it. And I hope that the
committee, if the bill is recommitted, will report it back allowing
pensions to commence at the end of the war, in 1865, and that the ar-
rears of pensions that accrued during the civil strife will not be in-
corporated in it.
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Mr. BLAND. The committee simply reported on this subject as
the last Congress did, and we hoped that it would pass this House.

Mr. KASSON. Buf it has been amended.

Mr. BLAND. It was reported from the committee in the same form
as the bill of last year. |

Mr. COX. I hope that portion of the Honse that favors retrench-
ment especially, when the people are not in a condition to pay large
sums which are gratuities, will consent to strike ont that portion of
the bill. It is something like running up an old store bill while you
are sick, which you do not like to pay when you are convalescent, an
old store bill that we do not care to tuort;l:(ago on enough to pay when
we have to give the children of our families bread and clothing and
edueation. e are in distress and our industries are in trouble this
year. Perhaps we can afford to begin ol)emtinns at the end of the
year. And hereafter, when we are in full health, when our energies
are fully restored, we can, if it be not too late, revert to the soldiers
of 1812 and do full justice by them. I now yield to the gentleman
from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] to move that the committee now rise
and make to the House the recommendation he has indicated.

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the committee now rise and report
this bill back to the House with a recommendation that it be recom-
féit‘md to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and the War of

12.

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly the committee rose, and
Mr. RaxparL having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr.
BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the Whole, pursnant to
the order of the House, had had under consideration the bill (H. R.
No. 1605) amending the laws granting pensions to soldiers and sailors
of the war of 1812 and. their widows, and had instructed him to report
the same back to the House, with the pending amendments, and recom-
mend that it be recommitted to the Committee on Revolutionary
Pensions.

Mr. HUNTON. I ask that the committee have leave to report this
bill at any time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That requires unanimons consent.

Mr. HARALSON. I aﬁ that the committee be instructed to con-
sider and report the following provision to be added to the bill:

Provided, That the surviving colored soldiers, or their wives and minor children,
of the war of 1512 shall be enti to the benetits provided by this aet.

Those gentlemen who have all made good speeches here, urging the
restoration of good will on all sides, I am certain will not object to
this amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is, Will the House re-
commit this bill to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and the
‘War of 18127 And the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. HuxTON] asks
that the committee be granted leave to report it back at any time.
Is there objection?

here was no objection; and the bill was accordingly recommitted,
with leave to the committee to report it back at any time.

MESSAGE FROM THE BENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of their clerks, in-
formed the House that the Senate had passed, with amendments, in
which the concurrence of the House was requested, a bill of the House
of the following title :

A bill (H. R. No. 810) making appropriations for the snpport of the
Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877.

The message further annonnced that the Senate had passed, and
muaated concurrence, in bills and a joint resolution of the following

itles:

A bill (8. No. 84) extending the time for the redemption of lands
held by the United States under the several acts levying direct taxes,
and for other purposes ;

A bill (8. No. 446) for the relief of Daniel Stickney, of Presque Isle,
Maine; and

A joint resolution (8. R. No. 5) authorizing First Lientenant Henry
Metcalfe, of the Ordnance Department United States Army, to accept
a decoration from the Sultan of Turkey.

UNPUBLISHED HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS.

Mr. HOAR, by unanimons consent, submitted the following resoln-
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted:

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be directed to inquire and report
what anpublished ts, correspond or other mannseripts relative to the
history of the country before March 4, 1789, are now in the possession of the De-

ent of State, anl the historical value of the same, and the expediency and
cost of {Jublishmg the same in full, or of publishing a catalogue and abstract thercof ;
also to inquire and report as to the expediency and cost of publishing the Monroe
papers now in the possession of said Department.

Mr. HOAR moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ISSUE OF SBILVER COIN.

Mr. LUTTRELL, by unanimous consent, submitted the following
resolution ; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations:

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, the Secretary of the Treasury shonld
commence at once to jssue the silver coin which has accumulated in the Treasury
in subst of the fractional cnrrency, as provided in the first section of theact
approved January 14, 1875, providing for the resumption of specie payments,

v 8T

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
reported that timy had examined and found truly enrolled bills of
the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same :

An act (H. R.No. 132¥) to amend the act entitled “An act to enable
the people of Colorado to form aconstitution and State government,
and for the admission of said State into the Union on an equal foot-
ing with the original States,” approved March 3, 1875; and

An act (H. R. No. 1590) to remedy an error in eurollment and find
the same truly enrolled.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the House now adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Before submitting that motion, the
Chair will submit to the Hounse eertain requests of members now lying
upon his desk. ;

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr, HoGE was granted leave of absence for ten days.
Mr. NEAL was granted leave of absence for one week.
Mr. CABELL was granted leave of absence for five days.

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS.

Mr. KING asked, and obtained, leave to have withdrawn from the
files of the House papers in the case of J. W. Huston upon which no
action had been taken.

Mr. FRYE asked, and obtained, leave for Mr. Ingalls B. Andrews to
withdraw from the files of the House his petition and papers, there
having been no adverse report thereon.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. HOLMAN. There are several gentlemen who desire to intro-
duce bills for reference to their appropriate committees to which I
suppose there will be no objection. For that purpose I will with-
draw wmy motion that the House do now adjourn. .

R. P. WILSON.

Mr. HOOKER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No.
2428) for the relief of R. P. Wilson; which was read a first and sec-
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be
printed.

REBECCA A. FOLKES.

Mr. HOOKER also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R.
No. 2429) for the relief of Rebececa A. Folkes; which was read a first
and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and or-
dered to be printed.

PUBLIC BUILDING AT AUBURN, NEW YORK.

Mr. MacDOUGALL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.
R. No. 2430) aunthorizing the construetion of a court-house and post-
office at Auburn, New York ; which was read a first and second time,
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and
ordered to be printed.

J. A. THOMPSON.

Mr. PAGE, by unanimons consent, introdueed a bill (H. R. No. 2431)
for the relief of J. A. Thompson, of California ; which was read a first
and second time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to
be printed.

LIGHT-HOUSE IN BOSTON HARBOR.

Mr. FROST, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 2432;
to appropriate money for the erection of a light-house and fog-signa
on “The Graves,” at the entrance of Boston Harbor ; which was read a
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and
ordered to be printed.

REPEAL OF'RESUMPTION ACT.

Mr. OLIVER. I hold in my hand the petition of 300 citizens of
Council Bluffs, Iowa, praying the repeal of the act for the resump-
tion of specie payments. I ask that the petition, which is brief, be
read and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.

The petition was read, as follows :

We, the undersigned, citizens of Council Bluffs, Jowa, and the vicinity, petition
your honorable ¥ anid request that so much of the act of Cong approved

anuary 14, 1575, as provides for the Bg;ymam. of United States legal-tender notes
in coin npon the 1st day of Januvary, 1879, and so much of thesaid act as authorizes the
Secretary of the Treasury to sell and dispose of the bonds of the United States for
the purpose of enabling him to redeem such legal-tender notes, be immediately re-
pealed. We are not in favor of inflation, but believe that the enforcement of the
resumption clause of said act not ',’E‘-" has proved but will prove disastrous to the

material, cial, and of the country.
The petition was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.
Mr. HOLMAN. I now renew the motion that the House adjourn.

The motion was a.%'eed to; and accordingly (at four o'clock and
fifty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned.
L ]

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following memorials, petitions, and other ers were presented
at the Clerk’s desk under tlla):rnle, ;’nd mferre«fﬁg stated: 2

By the SPEAKER : Papers_relating to the petition of Freeland
Haston, for a pension, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. BAKER, of Indiana: A paper relating to a t-ronte from
Waterloo to Hudson, and thence to SBalem Centre, Indiana, to the
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.
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By Mr. COWAN: The petition of 52 citizens of Ohio, for the repeal
of the check-stamp tax, to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. COX: A paper relating to the petition of John T. Neale, for
a pension, to the Committee on%uva!id *ensions.

By Mr. GOODE: The petition of E. B. Bontwell, late of the United
States Navy, for relief, to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

By Mr. HILL: A paper relating to a post-ronte from Cumming to
Jasper, Georgia, to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

Also, a paper relating to a post-route from Cumming to Freemans-
ville, to the same committee.

By Mr. HOLMAN : The petition of Joseph D. Pecket, for relief, to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. HOOKER : The petition of Abraham Bazinski, for a re-ex-
amination of his claim, disallowed by the southern elaims commission,
to the Commiftes on War Claims.

By Mr. HOPKINS: Memorial of citizens of Alleghany County,
Penusylvania, for the allowance to vinegar-manufacturers of a draw-
back of ninety cents per gallon of the tax on high wines, to the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. HUNTON: The petition of Samuel R. Atwell, for the pay-
ment of $245, remitted according to law from Winchester to Baltimore
in discharge of his duties as postmaster at Winchester, and burned in
the cars while in transitu, to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

Also, the petition of George Smith, for an invalid pension on account
of injuries received in the war of 1812, to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. KELLEY : The petition of Theodore H. McCalla, late major
Ninety-fiftth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, for a full pension, to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, the petition of citizens of Falls of Schuylkill, for the exten-
sion of the national credit for the completion of the great southern line
of railroad to the Pacific, to the Committee on the Pacific Rail-road.

By Mr. KIMBALL: The petition of O. E. Hodges, for property
seized elllrin[,-"tlae war, fo the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. LAWRENCE: The petition of George C. Johnston, of Pigna,
Ohio, for money due him from the Shawnee Indians, to the Commit-
tee on Appropriations.

By Mr. KING : Memorial of the councils of the Patrons of Hus-
bandry of Hennepin and Anoka Counties, Minnesota, for the con-
struction of a Government freight railroad from the Mississippi River
to the seaboard, to the Committee on Riilways and Canals.

Also, the petition of the Board of Trade of Minneapolis, Minnesota,
for an appropriation for the improvement of the navigation of the Red
River of the North, to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. LEVY : The petition of Dr. J. B. Sullivan, for pay for prop-
sérlty destroyed by United States troops, to the Committee on War

aims,

By Mr. MAISH: The petition of C. W. Middleton and others, of
Ohio, that the internal-revenue laws be so amended as to secure pay-
ment of the whole tax on distilled spirits before leaving the distillery,
to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. McCRARY : The Fﬂt«ition of importers and dealers in for-
eign goods in the District of Columbia, for an amendment of the Re-

vised Statutes relating to the unpacking, examination, and appraisal-

of imported goods, to the Committee on Commerce.
By Mr. POPPLETON: The petition of George King, Robert J.
Baggs, E. N. Dunlevy, and 323 other citizens of Bridgeport, Ohio, for

the appointment of a commission of inguiry on the subject of the.

traflic in alcoholic liquors, for the prohibition by law of the importa-

tion of liquors, and for ubfxar pruili})itury legislation on the subject of

;}1& use and manufacture of liquors, to the Committee of Ways and
equs,

By Mr. JOHN REILLY: The petition of Annie F. Baer, for a pen-
sion, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, the petition of 23 soldiers of Pennsylvania, that all soldiers
and sailors of the late war who served thirty days or over be granted
one hundred and sixty acres of land and $200, to the Committee on
Public Lands.

By Mr, SAYLER: The petition of Otis N. Cutler, for relief, to the
Committee on Militm?' Aftairs,

Also, the petition of John Freytag, Jacob Pfau, jr., and others, for
ﬂm repeal of the check-stamp tax, to the Committee of Ways and

1118,

Also, the qetitio_n of Dr, Jacoh B, Ong, for the re-issue of $300 in
grm,uhgcka, ost by the sinking of the steamer Nannie Byers on the

hio River, to the Committee of Claims.

Also, the petition of William Buckley, for a pension, to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, (f.he petition of A. G. Collins, to be re-imbursed for expenses
incurred as deputy provost-marshal Sixth Ohio distriet, to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

By Mr, SEELYE: Remonstrance of missionaries to the Dakotas,
against the transfer of the care of the Indians from the Interior to
the War Department, to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

Also, the petition of J. Nelson Trask, for indemnity for losses sus-
tained in the service of the Unjted States, to the Committee of Clnims.

By Mr, TERRY: A paper relating to a post-route from Bristol,
Tennessee, to Mendota, Virginia, to the Committee on the Post-Office
and Poat«-ﬁoada,

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of Benjamin H. Corliss and
others, of Gloueester, Massnc}:usuttu, for the repeal of the check-
stamp tax, to the Committee of Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of William H. Steele and others, for pay for him
for his schooner, Samantha A. Steele, destroyed at St. Helena Island
lf)x the United States forces in 1863, to the Committee on Naval Af-

airs.

By Mr. THROCKMORTON : The petition of citizens of Parker,
Hood, Palo Pinto, and Erath Counties, Texas, for a post-ronte from
Weatherford to Stephensville, to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads.

I;{ Mr. VANCE, of North Carolina: Papers relating to the claim
of R. L. McConnanghey for earrying the United States mails in North
Carolina in 1865, to the Committee of Claims.

By Mr. WALDRON : The petition of James Phillips, for a pension,
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. WALLING : The petition of W. C. Jones, G. G. Beck, and
50 others, of Laneaster, Ohio, to grant aid to the Southern Pacific
Railroad, to the Committee on the Pacific Railroad.

Also, the petition of the Farmers’ Bank, of Wooster, Ohio, for the
repeal of the check-stamp tax, to the Committee of Ways auﬁ Means.

By Mr. A. 8. WILLIAMS: The eJ:)&i;iti(:cm of citizens of Michigan,
that national banks may be limited in the rate of interest they may
take, to the Committee on Bankin%:md Currency.

Also, the petition of several hundred citizens of Detroit, Michigan,
for the apﬁnointment- of a commission to inquire into the results of the
traffic in aleoholic liquors, &e., to the Committee of Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of 500 citizens of Detroit, Michigan, that the
manufacture, importation, and sale of all intoxicating liquors to be
used as a beverage within the United States, Territories, and District
of Columbia, be prohibited, to the same committee.

Also, the petition of 250 citizens of Detroit, Michigan, and of the
Marine Engineers’ Association No. 1 of Detroit, Michigan, proposing
sundry amendments to the existing steamboat laws and asking their
adoption, to the Committes on Commerce.

By Mr. WILSON, of Iowa: The petition of citizens of Benton
County, Iowa, for the repeal of the resumption act, tothe Commit-
tee on Banking and Currency.

IN SENATE.

WEDNESDAY, March 1, 1876.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D,
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Mr. BOGY. I desire to make a personal explanation, with the per-
mission of the Senate.

On looking over the remarks which were made by me the day before
yesterday, while the bill for the annual appropriation for West Point
was pending, I think it is possible I may have done the gradunates of
that institution an injustice. At all events, it is so thought by some
of those gentlemen. Such was not my intention. But as my words
may not have been what I intended them to be, I will now take this
occasion to explain that I know of my own knowledge that the acad-
emy at West Point has for a great many years furnished many eminent
men who have served the country for many years in different branches
of the Government with ability, and I will say with great fidelity.
Many of those men have ILM away, and it was not my intention to
east any reflection upon them

Again, during the late war many of the graduates of West Point
attained very great distinction, and performed valuable and meri-
torious services ; many of them gave their lives on the field of battle ;
many of them are now living, some in the service of their country yet,
and others not. And, as the war is over, I will say more, that the
graduates of West Point distinguished themselves on both sides. It
was, therefore, not my intention toconvey theidea tothe country, asit is
thought by some is conveyed by the few remarks that I made, that
that institution had not turned out any eminent men. I only made
a comparison—I will not dwell on that now—Dbetween that, as I con-
sider, very expensive institution and others. :

In conelusion, I will only-say, and it affords me great pleasure tosay,
that there are many eminent men now living who are members of the
Army to-day who are graduates of West Point—men whose names
will {ive in {ﬁst.ory ; and it was not my intention to cast any reflec-
tion npon them whatsoever.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. BOGY presented a memorial of the Missouri State Board of Hor-
tieulture, in relation to the invasion of grasshoppers, which during
the last season reduced to starvation many thousands of the inhab-
itants of the Western States and Territories, and especially of Minne-
sota, Nebraska, and Kansas, and in favor of adding to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture a scientific division, under the conirol of men
whose learning and fitness for the position are acknowledged both at
home and abroad, to be named by the National Academy of Science ;
and the appointment of a commission of five persons, to wit, three
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