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III  

House Concurrent Resolution No. 82
ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

SUBMITTED BY THE HONORABLE ZOE LOFGREN

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),

 SECTION 1. PRINTING OF REVISED VERSION OF ‘‘BLACK AMERICANS IN 
CONGRESS, 1870–1989’’.  (a) IN GENERAL.—An updated version of House Document 101–117, 
entitled ‘‘Black Americans in Congress, 1870–1989’’ (as revised by the Library of Congress), shall be 
printed as a House document by the Director of the Government Publishing Office, with illustrations 
and suitable binding, under the direction of the Committee on House Administration of the House of 
Representatives. (b) NUMBER OF COPIES.—In addition to the usual number, there shall be printed 
such number of copies of the document referred to in subsection (a) as does not exceed a total production 
and printing cost of $500,000, of which—(1) 80 percent shall be for the use of the Committee on House 
Administration of the House of Representatives; and (2) 20 percent shall be for the use of the Committee 
on Rules and Administration of the Senate.

Agreed to December 21, 2022
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IX  

I am proud to commemorate this publication of the fourth edition of Black Americans in Congress, 
which revises and expands upon previous editions and covers the years 1870 to 2022. This update 
provides a comprehensive history of the contributions of the Black Americans who have served in 
the United States Congress and includes essays that situate these trailblazing Americans within both 
congressional and American history. 

The makeup of the U.S. Congress has, quite sadly, never reflected the full breadth of our nation’s 
diversity. The history of Black Americans in Congress unfortunately bears the marks of this failing. 
Despite this, the Black Americans that have walked the halls of Congress have left an indelible 
mark on the institution and the nation as a whole. Take, for instance, California Representative 
Augustus F. “Gus” Hawkins, the first Black American from west of the Mississippi River elected to 
the House. He authored provisions of landmark civil rights legislation, including Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, and chaired the Education and Labor Committee from 1984 until his 
retirement in 1991. Or Shirley Chisholm of New York, who was not only the first Black American 
woman to serve in Congress, but the cofounder of the National Women’s Political Caucus and the 
first Black woman and second woman ever to serve on the House Rules Committee. Or my colleague 
and friend G.K. Butterfield of North Carolina, who serves with me on the Committee on House 
Administration and as chairman of the Subcommittee on Elections. He brings a wealth of personal 
experience and leadership in the field of voting rights to his important work in Congress and is a 
prominent member of the Congressional Black Caucus, having served as its chair from 2015 to 2017.

The story of Black Americans in Congress is also one of tenacity and fortitude in the face of 
formidable challenges. A prime example is Hiram R. Revels of Mississippi, who in 1870 became 
the first Black American to serve in either chamber of Congress. His arrival in Washington, DC, 
was met with intense opposition and two days of debate over whether a Black American man could 
satisfy the citizenship prerequisite required to serve in the Senate. Despite Revels eventually being 
seated as Senator and Blanche K. Bruce of Mississippi being seated five years later, these triumphs 
were followed by a period of disenfranchisement. During this period, Black Americans, who had 
been guaranteed the right to vote by the Fifteenth Amendment, were denied this right in practice 
via deliberate barriers to voting. As a result, no Black American served in Congress from 1901 to 
1929. Undeterred by the obstacles placed before them, however, Black American voters and public 
servants persevered. Congress and our country are better for it, and we all continue to benefit from 
the courage and resolve of these history makers.

Zoe Lofgren, Chairperson
Committee on House Administration
U.S. House of Representatives 
October 18, 2022

Foreword
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