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Chief Executive O ffice r

Generel Counsel

C r e d l t e b l l l ty  of m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e

This i s  In rep ly  to  your request concerning e memorandum to  you deted 
May 19, 1975, from the Jhairman, r s l s t n g  e q u es t io n  es to  whether the 
p ro c le e e t lo n  issued  by the P res id en t  d e s ig n a t in g  Mey 7, 1975, as the  
end of the  Vietnam Era e f f e c t s  the  c r e d l t e b l l l t y  under the  Railroad 
Retirement Act of m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e  performed a f t e r  th a t  d a te .

The proclam ation In  question  merely served to  te rm ina te  on May 7, 
1975, the  e l i g i b i l i t y  period for those Vietnam war b e n e f i t s  th a t  the  
P res iden t Is  empowered by law to  end. In  the  p roclam ation , the  
P res id en t e l s e  s ta t e d  th a t  he was subm itting  "ap p ro p r ia te  l e g i s l a t i o n  
to  the  Congress re q u e s t in g  the  te rm in a tio n  o f  the  e l i g i b i l i t y  period  
fo r C .I .  B i l l  educa tion  and t r a in in g  b e n e f i t s . "  I t  may be noted th a t  
a s im i la r  proclam ation Issued by P res iden t Elsenhower e s ta b l i s h e d  a 
January 31, 1955, te rm in a tio n  da te  fo r  most o f  the  Korean C onflic t  
b e n e f i t s .

As can be seen from the fo rego ing , the  proclam ation In q u e s t io n  was 
not addressed to  the  period  of n a t io n a l  emergency which has been In 
e f f e c t  s in ce  December 16, 1950, and does n o t ,  th e re fo re ,  have any 
e f f e c t  upon the continued c r e d l t e b l l l t y  of m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e  under the 
Railroad Retirement Act.
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