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The G eneral Counsel 

I l l i n o i s  Iowa. Power Company

I  herew ith  submit my op in ion  or th e  fo llo w in g t

lias th e  I l l i n o i s  Iowa Power Company ( p r io r  to  
May 1 , 1937, known a s  I l l i n o i s  Power ft L ight 
C o rpo ra tion , ever been .in express company, 
s le e p in g -c a r  caapany o r c a r r i e r  by r a i l r o a d  sub­
j e c t  to  P a r t  I o f  th e  I n te r s ta te  Commerce >ct.

9L£»M
I t  i s  my op in ion  th a t  th e  I l l i n o i s  Iowa . ower Com­
pany ( p r io r  to  Liajr 1 ,  1937, known as  I l l i n o i s  Power 
ft l i g h t  C orpo ra tion ) has nev er beer, an ex p ress  com­
pany, s le e p in g -c a r  c o m p a n y ,  o r  c a r r i e r  by r a i l r o a d  
su b je c t to  a r t  I  o f  th e  i n t e r s t a t e  Commerce c t .
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Info rm ation  co n ta in ed  in  I 'o o r 's  arid Moody's manuals i s  th a t  th e  
I l l i n o i s  Iowa Power Company was in co rp o ra ted  cm 'ay 25, 1923, under th e  
laws o f  I l l i n o i s  as th e  I l l i n o i s  Power ft L igh t C o rp o ra tio n  and th a t  i t s  
name was changed to  i t s  p re s e n t t i t l e  un ay 1 , 1937. The company was th e  
r e s u l t  o f  a p lan  o f  re o rg a n is a tio n  o r rearrangem ent o f th e  s o -c a l le d  
McKinley p r o p e r t ie s ,  re p re se n te d  by a la rg e  number o f  coiupanies o p e ra tin g  
power and l i g h t ,  s t r e e t  ra ilw a y , in te ru rb a n  and steam r a i l r o a d  p r o p e r t ie s ,  
m ostly  w ith in  th e  .S tate  o f  l l i n o i s .  The power and l i g h t  and s t r e e t  r a i l ­
way' p ro p e r t ie s  were acq u ired  by th e  I l l i n o i s  row er ft L i^ h t C orpo ra tion  and 
t i t l e  to  th e  in te ru rb a n  ?md steam  r a i l r o a d  p ro p e r t ie s  was v e s te d  in  corpo­
ra t io n s  c o n tro lle d  by I l l i n o i s  Power ft L igh t C o rp o ra tio n . Through c o n so li­
d a tio n  th e  p ro p e r t ie s  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  co rp an ies  were a cq u ired  by th e  
I l l i n o i s  Power ft L igh t C orpora tion  a t  th e  d a te  o f  i t s  in c o rp o ra tio n s

i t .  Louis l e c t r i c  tr iag e  C.Tpany 
dloomingtoh ft 1 orm&l Railway * L igh t Company 
C itis e n s  L ig h tin g  Coupany
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C itia e n s  Pure le e  Company 
C lin to n  Gas ft e l e c t r i c  Company 
Consumers v a t e r  & L igh t Company o f  f s r s e i l l e s  
D anv ille  Consumers Goal Company 
’v w i l l e  S t r e e t  la 11 way & L ig h t Company 

D an v ille  & e a s te rn  I l l i n o i s  P ailw ay Company 
a n v l l l e  & F o r t  h e m  a i l  road Company 

D anv ille  ft South -.astern  Railway Coroany 
e o a tu r  Railway ft L ig h t Company 

G alesburg Hallway, Li h tin g  ft Power Company 
Galva . l a c t r ie  L ig h t Company 
J a c k s o n v ille  iailway ft L igh t Company 
Kerens-Dewneweld Coal lampany 
Madison County L ly h t ft Power Company 
Monmouth Public ie rv ice  Company 
o n t ic e l lo  i i le c tr ie  L igh t Company 

'iound C ity  L igh t ft a t e r  Company 
K o rth em  I l l i n o i s  L ig h t 6 T ra c tio n  Company 
Peoples Traction Company 
P e o ria  Railway -oiapany 

uincy Railway Company 
Drbana ft Champaign .allw ay, Gas ft l e c t r i c  Company 
Urban., L ig h t, Heat 6 i ower oepany 
U t i l i t y  Gao Coal Company 

o u th e m  I l l in o i s  L ig h t ft Power Company

The p ro p e rty  acquired from th e  >t. ; ou is l e c t r i c  Bridge Company c o n s is te d  
o f  a b rid g e  aoroea the M iss is s ip p i iv er  between t .  L ouis, M issouri and 
V enice, I l l i n o i s ,  contain ing a  double track railw ay. The railway was leased  
to  the Ct• Louis l e c t r l c  Terminal n i lway Company uni 11 October 25 , 1937, 
when that comp,-my was conso lidated  w ith oth ers to  fo r ; th e  I l l i n o i s  Terminal 
a ilr o a d  Company and the bridge p ro p e rty  was so ld  by th e  I l l in o is  Iowa 

Power Company to  the I l l in o i s  Terminal Railroad >np-my. I r io r  t o  Febru­
ary 28, 1934, b rid g e  t o l l s  covering the v e h ic u la r  lan es were c o lle c te d  by 
the I l l in o is  -ower ft Light Corporation but on th at date the e n t i r e  b rid g e  
was lea sed  to  the t .  ,ouis l e c t r i c  Term inal ra ilw ay  Company.

"t ip p e a rs  tn a t  th e  t .  -o u ia  Driuge Company had f i l e d  annual 
rep orts with th e  I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce voceaiaaion in  consequence o f  which 
when the bridge was acq u ired  by the I l l in o i s  rower 6 J lg h t  corporation th e  
qu-ieticm o f  whether o r  no t th e  I l l in o i s  Power 6 L igh t Corporation should 
f i l e  annual r e p o r ts  w ith  th e  Coneission because o f  i t s  ownership o f  the  
bridge was th e  su b ject o f  considerab le correspondence between th e  Coeiaie- 
eion send the company. The company pointed out th a t  i t  had nothing to  do 
with the e le c t r ic  ra ilw ay  operation  over the b rid ge, i t s  only operation  
being the c o lle c t io n  o f  veh icu lar  and ped estrian  t o l l s ,  and th at le s s  
than one per cent o f  th e  t o t a l  j proas revenues o f  th e  coripany was derived  
from th e  le a s e  o f  th e  ra ilw ay  on th e  b r id g e . The co rrespon den se d e a lt
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&l»o w ith  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  peop les T ra c tio n  Corap an y i/ which o p e ra ted  a  
eo-ca le d  in te ru rb a n  l i n e  approx im ately  13 id le s  in  le n g th  and had, p r io r  
to  i t e  c o n so lid a tio n  w ith th e  I l l i n o i s  , ower I  L i h t  C o rp o ra tio n , f i l e d  
annual r e p o r ts  w ith  th e  I n t e r s t a t e  Co;.yneroe Coe sn iee ion . The coapany s a id  
that, w hile  th e  Fooples T ra c tio n  Com:,any had 'handled  a few c a rs  o f  o i l  and 
o c c a s io n a lly  a c a r  o f  o th e r  eO H oedlties in  sw itch in g  s e rv ic e  to  in d u s tr ie s  
lo c a te d  on i t e  l in e  Such o p e ra tio n s  have been e n t i r e ly  d isco n tin u ed
and th e  sw itch in g  s e rv ic e  fo rm erly  a ffo rd e d  by th e  Teoples T rac tio n  Company 
i s  now b e ing  rendered  by o th e r  c a r r i e r s ,  In  no way connected w ith  th e  
I l l i n o i s  low er and L i . h t C o rp o ra tio n .1 memorandum da ted  Deoember 5 , 1923, 
tv  th e  .> . r e c to r ,  u reau  o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  I n t e r s t a t e  C om erce Commission, read s  
as follow s* " Co.Jtoissionurs .Veyer, C&staan and - o t t e r  dec id e  t h a t  ng re r .o r t 
w i l l  be re q u ire d  o f  I l l i n o i s  ower and L ig h t Corporation."

.n examination o f  the reoorua o f th e  In te r s ta te  Commerce Commis­
sion  does not in d ica te  th a t the I l l in o i s  Iowa Power Company, e ith e r  under 
th a t  naae or th e  name o f I l l i n o i s  Power & Light Corporation, f i l e d  w ith  
th a t  Commission any t a r i f f s ,  :oneurrenoea, powers o f  a ttorn ey , annual o r 
other r ep o rts . I t  does not api*ear to  have been a party to  .my p roceed ings 
before th e  .admission and i t s  name does not appear in  the O ff ic ia l  Guide 
o f ailwrv/s or th e  O ff ic ia l  a 11 way equipment ; e g is to r .

According to  Moody's manuals e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  ra ilw ay  o p e ra tio n s  
were g ra d u a lly  rep laced  by b u sse s . Ir. f a c t ,  from an exam ination  o f  th e  
current manuals i t  appears th a t a l l  transportation  operations have been 
abandoned o r  d e leg a te d  to  s u b s id ia ry  companies for i t  i s  sa id  th a t  i t s  
p h y s ic a l p ro p e r t ie s  " c o n s is t  p rincipally ' o f  tra n ssia sio r . and d is t r ib u t io n  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  including over 4 ,100 :.iles o f  transm ission  l in e s ,  o f which 
about 380 p o le  n i le s  are o f  b6,000 v o lt s ,  o a tly  o f  s t e e l  tower c o n stru c ­
t io n ."  I t  i s  reg istered  as * holding company unuer th e Public J t i l i t y  
Holding vam any c t  o f  1935.

In  view o f a l l  the forego in g , i t  i s  a j  opinion th a t th e  I l l i n o i s  
Iowa Power Company (p rior  to  May 1 , 1937, known as the I l l in o i s  Power &
Light Corporation) has never bee* an express company, s leep in g -ca r  company 
or ca rr ier  by ra ilro a d  su b ject to  i a rt I o f  the In te r sta te  Commerce Get.
I t  did n o t f i l e  with the I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Co m iss io n  any t a r i f f s ,  con­
currences, powers o f a ttorn s;,, Annual o r  other r e p o r t s .  i t h  the excep tion  
o f  a l in e  o f  e le c t r ic  railway some 13 m iles in  len gth  extending from G ales­
burg to  vbingx;on, I l l i n o i s ,  the transportation  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  the company 
were confined to  the operatior o f  e le c tr ic  s t r e e t  railw ays s d  b u sse s .
The l i n e  between G alesburg and ibingdon and r e f e r r e d  to  by th e  company as

j /  o t an employer unuer the a ilro a d  R etirem ent c t .  lee Item o . 
5556 in  th e  f ita tu s  Book.
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an " In te ru rb a n "  was acqu irt-d  in th e  c o n s o l id a t io n  from th e  aop les T ra c tio n  
Conpany. eoause o f  c e r ta in  sw ltch lr . ; oper - l io n s ,  th e  eop lea  Fraction  Cor*- 
pany had f i l e d  an n u a l r e p o r ta  w ith  th e  I n te r s ta te  Commerce Ccr*ii3»ion but 
a* e x p la in e d  In co rresp o n d en ce  betw een th e  I n t e r s t a t e  Coatnerce .o m is s io n  
arid t  e I l l i n o i s  ow er JLrht o rp o ra tio n  anu referr**a to  e a r l ie r  in  t h i s  
reeriorandUii, th e sw itc h in g  op eration s were not erforned by th e  1 l in o  i s  
Power Light c o rp o ra tio n  a f t e r  i t  a c q u ire e  the l i n e ,  ru.u no r e p o r ts  wens 
req u ired  by th e ioewLaalon.

>0,1 in  form ation a v a ila b le  i t  appears tiia t th e  coenpany .^ay have 
been under c m  on c o n tro l  w ith one o r  more 'c a r r i e r  em ployers, " b u t no 
o p in io n  l a  h e re in  uxpreaaeu :*• to  w hether or n o t i t  has e v e r  perform ed any 
s e r v ic e  in  connectlo t  with th e  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  o f  p a sse n g e rs  o r p ro p e r ty  by 
r a ilr o a d  w ith in  th e  naani ig  o f  Pcctior, 1 (a ) o f  th e  R ailroad  R etirem en t le t  
o r  a i l r o a d  Uneaployiaent insurance .ex..

ft t lr

v o e e p h  l i e re  eh i l l  
ia n e ra l  C ounsel


