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APR 3 1944

The Director of Retirement Claims
The General Counsel

Illinols Iowa Power Company

I herewith submit my opinion on the following:
SUESTION

Has the Illincis Iowa Power Coupany (prior teo

May 1, 1937, known as Illinoils Power & Light

Corporation) ever been an express company,

sleeping-car company or ecarrier by rallroad sub-
Jeect to Part I of the Interstate Commerce .ict?

O InIon

It is my opinion that the Illinois Iowa Power Com-
pany (prior to May 1, 1937, known as Illinois Power
& Light Corporation) has never been an express com-
pany, sleeping-car company, or carrier by railroad
subject to "art I of the Interstate Commerce /ct.

DISCUSS ION

Information contained in Poor's and Moody's manuals is that the
Nlinois lowa Power Company was incorporated on Vay 25, 1923, under the
laws of Illinois ass the Illinois Power & Light Corporation and that its
name was changed Lo its present Litle om May 1, 1937. The company was the
result of a plan of reorganization or rearrangement of the so-called
MeKinley properties, represented by a large number of companies operating
power and light, street rallway, interurban and steam railroad properties,
mostly within the State of Tllinois. The power and light and street rail-
way properties were aequired by the Illineis Power & Light Corporation and
title to the interurban and steam railroad properties was vested in corpo-
rations contrelled by Illinois Power & Light Corporation, Through consoli-
dation the properties of the following companiecs were acquired by the
Tllirnois Power & Light Corporation at the date of its incorporation:

3t. Louis Klectric Bridge Company
Bloomington & Formal Railway & Light Company
Citigens Lighting Company
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Citisens Fure Ice

Clinton Oas & Tlectric Company

Consumers Vater & Light Company of ‘arseilles
Danville Consumers Coal Company

Danville Street Hailway & Light Company
Danville & Zastern Illinols Railway Company
Danville & Northern Rallroad Company
Danville & South Hastern Mallway Company
Useatur Rallwsy & Light Company

Calesburg llailway, Lishting & Power Company
Galve Electric Light Company

Jacksonville Hailway & Light Company
Kerens-lownewald Coal Company

#adison County Light & Power Company
Honmouth Mublic Service Company

Honticello Hlectrie Light Company

lound City Lizht & Water Company

Northern Illinols Light & Traction Company
Peoples Traction Company

Peoria Railway Company

Cuiney Railway Company

Urbana & Champaign llallway, Gas & Clectrie Cospany
Urbana Light, Heat & Power Company

Utility Cas Coal Company

Southern Dllinoils Light & Power Company

The property acquired from the 5%, Louis Hlectric Bridge Company comsisted
of a bridge acroes the lississeippi /liver between 5t. lLouis, Missouri and
Venice, Illinois, containing a double track railway. The railway was leased
to the 5t. Louis Electric Terminal Railway Company until Octeber 25, 1937,
when that company was consolidated with others to form the Illineois Terminal
Railroad Company and the bridge property was sold by the Tllinois lowa
Power Company to the I[llinois Teraminal Railroad Company. Frior to Febru-
ary 28, 1934, bridge tolls covering the vehicular lanes were collected by
the [llinois Power & Light Corporation but on that date the emtire bridge
was leased to the 5t. Louwis Hlectrie Termingl Railway Company.

It appears that the 5t, Louis Bridge Company had filed anmual
reports with Lhe Interstate Commerce Lommission in consequence of which
when the bridge was acquired by the Illinois Power & Light Corporation the
question of whether or not the Illinois Power & Light Corporation should
file anmual reports with the Cormission because of its ownership of the
bridge was the subject of considerable eorrespondence between the Cormis-
gion and the company. The company pointed out that it had nething to do
with the electric railway operation over the bridge, its only operation
being the collection of vehicular and pedestrian tolls, and that less
then one per cent of the total gross revenues of the company was derived
from the lease of the railway on the bridge. The correspondence dealt
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also with the property of the Peoples Traction Companys/ which operated a
so-called interurban line approximately 13 miles in length and had, prior
to ite comsolidation with the Illinois lower & Light Corporation, filed
annual reports with the Intersiste Commerce Caumission. The company sald
that while the Peoples Traction Company had "handled a few cars of oil and
oceasionally a car of other commodities in switching service to industries
located on its lime * * * 3uch operations have been entirely discontinued
and the switching service formerly afforded by the Pecples Traction Company
is now being rendered by other carriers, in no way connected with the
Illineis Power and Light Corporation.” i memorandua dated December 5, 1923,
to the Uirector, Jureau of Statisties, Interstate Commerce Commission, reads
as follows: “"Commissioners Meyer, Lastman and lotter decide that po report
will be required of [llinocis Power and Light Corperation.”

4An exanination of the records of the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion does not indicate that the Illinois Iowa Power Company, either under
that name or the name of Illinois Power & Light Corporstion, filed with
that Comnission any tariffs, concurrences, powsrs of attorney, anmual or
other reports. It does not appear to have been a party to any proceedings
before the Comalssion and its name does not appear in the Officisl Cuide
of Raillways or the Official Raillway Equipment Register,

Aeccording to Hoody's manuals electric street rallway operations
were gradually replaced by busses. In fact, from an examinatlon of the
current manuals it appears that all transportation operations have been
abandoned or delegated to subsidiary companies for it is sald that its
physical properties "consist prineipally of transmission and distribution
feeilities, including over 4,100 miles of transmiasion lines, of which
about 380 pole miles are of 66,000 volts, uostly of steel tower construe~
tion.” It is registered as a holding company under the Public Utility
Holding Company iet of 1935.

In view of all the foregoing, it is my opinion that the Illineis
lowa Power Company (prior teo May 1, 1937, known as the I[llinois Power &
Light Corporation) has never beer an express company, sleeping-car company
or carrier by railroad subject to 'art I of the Interstate Commerce iect,

It did not file with the Interstate Commerce Commlssion any tariffs, con-
currences, powers of atiorney, annmual or other reports. ‘ith the exception
of a line of electric raillway some 13 miles in length extending from Gales-
burg to Abingdon, Illinols, the transportation activities of the company
were confined to the operation of electric street railways and busses,

The line between Galesburg and ibingdon and referred to by the company as

Sot an "employer” under the Railroad Retirement .ct. 3Jee Item No.
5556 in the Status Book.
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an "interurban” was acguired in the consolidation from the “soples Traction
Company., Hecause of certuin switehing operstions, the "eoples Traction Com-
pany had filed annual reports with the Interstate Commerce Commission but
as explained in correspondence between tLhe Interstate Commerce Jommission
and the Illinois "ower i Light Corporation and referred to sarlier in this
memorandun, the switehing operations were not performed by the liinols
Power & Light Corporation after it acquired the line, and no reports were
required by the Commission.

Prom information available it appears that the company wey have

service im connectlon with the transportation of passengers or property by
railroad within the meaning of Section 1(a) of the lailroad Retirement ict

or failroad Unewployment Insurance ict,

Joseph H, Mreehill
General Counsel
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