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1910 and through 1940 it appears only in the list of logging rallroads.
In Moody's Industrials for the years 1916 to 1924, inclusive, under West
iide Lumber Company the following statement appears:

"Company owns the Hetch-iletechy and Yosemite Valley
Railways Company of Californis, the entire capital stoek
of which, except directers' shares, is deposited as part
security for bond isswe, Hailread property consists of
approximately 36 miles of main line and 10 miles of sldings
with squipment.”

in examinstion of the records of the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion does not indicate that the leteh-lletchy and Tosemite Valley lailway
Company filed with that Commission any tariffs, concurrences, powers of
attorney or annual reports. [t does not appear to have been a party to
any proceedings before the Commission and it hes no "A" file, It did
file with the Commission cireculars for the years 1901 to 1926, ineclusive,

Circular Yo, 12 for the year 1901 states that the company was
chartered June 4, 1900; that it was intended for public business; and
that its line was projected [rom Tuolwmme {o Yosemite Valley - 116 miles.
Completed and in operation on Jume 30, 1901 - 21 miles, all in California.
Cireular Vo, 11 for the year 1902 stztes that it was "a public road.
Prineipal business private.” 23 miles were in operatlon on June 30, 1902,
Cireular Fe, 11 for the year 1907 states that the road was in operation on
June 30, 1903; that it was operated by the "est Side lumber Company; that
it was u private roadj and that 20 miles were in operation, Clrcular Vo.
11 for the year 1904 states that it was a private road; that it was aperated
by the Yest Side Lumber Company: and that 25 miles were in operation. Circu-
lar Ye, 11 for the year 1905 states that the company is a common carriers
that its prineipal husiness is "hauling saw logs"; and Lhat 35 miles were
in operation, Jircular No. 11 for the year 1906 - in response to -uestion
3(a) "Is it a common carrier?" the answer is "Yes.," In response to ques-
tion 3(b), "If rot a public road, what is its business’” the answer is
"Hauling logs for sawmill.” Circular Yo, 11 for the year 1907 states that
the company is not a common carrier and that its business is hauling saw
logs. Circular Yo, 11 for the year 190¢ states that the company is not a
common earrier and that its business is hauling logs for the Vest Side
Lumber Company and that it is operated by the "est iide Lumber Company.
Cireular Yo. 11 for the year 1909 states that the company is controlled
by the West 3ide Lusber Company; that it is not a common carrier; and that
its busiress is hauling logs for the Vest Side Lumber Company, It is
operated by the Vest 5ide Lumber Company. Circulars Fo. 11 for ihe years
1910 to 1925, inclusive, give the same information, Cireular Vo. 11 for
the year 1926 states the campany is not a common carrier; that it is a
plant facility of the Tuolusme plant of the . H. Pickering Luaber Company
which owns the entire eapital stock of the company, A\ comnection is shown
with the Slerra Zailway Company of California at Tuolumne, california,
Length of line operated is shown as A7 miles.
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The conpmy appears in the Ufficial Guide of Railways from
mu-eh 1904 to July 1907, with the statement that it has "regular schedules
for freight” and a comnection with the Sierra Railway at Tuolwme is shown,
In the lssues from iugust 1908 to July 1910 it appears with the statement
“Logging read. Yo freight or passenger service.” No connection is shown,

Information furnished by Pillsbury, ¥adison & Sutro, at
for the West ilde Lumber Company, in a letter dated Uarch 30, 1944, is that
the Hetch-Hetehy and Yosemite Valley Railway Company was incorporated on
fugust 31, 1900, under the laws of California, "for the purpose of construe-
ting, operating and maintaining a narrow gauge railroad for the carriage
of persons, property and express from the Town of Carters (now the City of
Tuolumne), Tuolumne County, California, and to act as a common carrier.”
It was dissolved June 7, 1943, but "u far back as 1906 the corperate
existence was maintalned solely to own a right of way. it least from that
date on the rolling stock and track were the property of the Vest Side
Flume and Lumber Company, now iest 3ide Lusmber Company, and the employees
who operated and maintained the road were the employees of the Lusber Com-
pany.” They point out that their information goes back only as far as 1906
but that "since that date we know of mo instance in which the Railroad Come
pany or YWest Side Lumber Company held itself out to the publiec as willing
te transport for hire either persens or proverty.” .t least subsequent to
1906 the Heteh-letehy dld not acecept for movement over its line of rallroad,
on througk billing or otherwise, freight destined to peints outside the
State of California and (id not reccive from the Slerra Rallway Company, on
through billing or otherwise, shipments originating outside the itate of
California and destined to points on the Heteh-Hetechy's lire, The only
property carried was that of the Vest Side Lumber Company. ":s above indi-
cated, Hetch-Hetchy and Yosemite Vallaey kallway Company was for many years
merely the vehicle by which title to the right of way was held., Vest Slde
Lusber Company, formerly “Yest Side Flume and Lumber Cowpany, owned the
track and all rolling equipment, and esployed all persons connected with
the operation of the road, The road is a plant facility conmnecting the
Company's mill and its logging eamp, and, except in the speclal instance
bereinafter mentioned, no property is carried on the road except the
property of 'est Side Lumber Company, and no persons are permitted to ride
on the road except employees and agemts of the Lumber Comnpany. Jince at
least 1906 no charge has been made for the transportsilon of any property
or any person, It should be noted, however, that under an agreementi with
the United itates Forest Jervice, whenever a fire occurs the Company makes
available its railroad fire fighting equipment and carries forest Jervice
employees and thelr equipment without charge to and from the seene of the
fire,”

In view of the information set oul above, it is my opinion that

the Hetehelietchy and Yosemite Valley Hailway Company was a common carrier
by railroad subject to Part I of the Interstate Commerce .ct from January 1,
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t is shown to have completed its railroad) to June 30,
of the last eircular filed with the Interstate Commerce
Commission in which it is shown as a common carrier), but not thereafter,
It is clear that it was a comwon carrier. is indicated above the first
the Interstate Commerce Commission (June 30, 1901)
contains the statement that it was intended for "public business”; the
eircular for the year 1902 ineludes the statement that it was a "publie
road, /rincipal business private.” '"hile the eireculars for the yvears
1903 and 1904 state that it was a "private road” the circulars for 1905
and 1906 contain the statement that it was a "common carrier,” although
gualified by the statement that its principal business was hsuling logs. -
Its name appears in the Officlal Guide of llailways from iarch 1904 to
July 1907, showing a connection with the iierra Railway Company at
Tuolumne, California, and that it had "regular schedules for freight.”

In subsequent issues it appears as "logging road. lo freight or passenger
service,” In Poor's for the years 1901 through 1906 ownership of a pas-
senger car is shown., That it was engaged in interstate commerce is evi-
denced by the fact that it had a connection with the Sierra Railway Company.
This infeorsmation appearing in the records of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, Poor's llailreoads and the Official Guide of Rallways is not in
conflict with the statements contained in the letter from Fillsbury,
Hadison & Sutro, but rather it coincides with it,

The lietch-iletchy and Yosemite Valley Hailway Company was an
*employer"” under the “ailroad Retirement .¢t from January 1, 19C1 to
June 30, 1906, and service to it during that period is creditable under
that ‘et. Jervice to it subsequent to June 30, 1906, is not creditable,

Joseph H, Freehill
General Counsel
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