
Bear >zr. ilberti

Sou have by letter ef June 20, l£t>l, Inquired ** to the
coat* of an eewmdaent te the Railroad Retirement Act to give effect 
to • proposal contained in « resolution passed at the last Meeting 
ef the tiational Legislative Beard of the Brotherhood ef Looesetive 
Bremen and ingi newer. end requested qy views as to the propriety 
of endeavoring to obtain such an amendment in the light of all 
existing clrcxmstsneee.

The resolution proposes in effeet that the Act he Mealed
to permit widens. who leee their widows' annuity under the Bellreed 
Mtirmmnt act upon remarriage, to qualify far • spouse's annuity 
before three years have elapsed after the Marriage, of course, under 
the present law, where eligibility la not based m having the care 
ef e child who would bo entitled to • child's annuity if the husband 
were to die, they cannot qualify until three years have elapsed.
Inter the Social Security Act, however, a wife's benefit can be paid, 
in some eases, without any uniting period and, in no ease, is the 
welting period leeprtban one year.

while toe estimated cost ef the ■serutoent proposed in tbs
resolution would be 1ms than .Cl percent ef pay roll, 1 doubt whether 
the Board would support such an ■awrtlaent by itself, because there are 
aany difference* in eligibility conditions between the lailread Retire- 
eent Act and toe Social Security Act, all ef tolsh, it seem te no, 
should be considered at an appropriate tine.
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lours very truly,

Horace M« Harper


