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Important Days

Page 3: Today is Spouse Day and Satur-
day is Armed Forces Day. Check out Page
3 to learn the historical significance and
founding of Armed Forces Day, and read
the address of Maj. Gen. Philip R.
Kensinger Jr., U.S. Army South command-
ing general, and get his thoughts on the
importance of military spouses.

DoDDS celebration

All DoDDs schools will be closed from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Friday, May 21, for a
DoDDS Panama Organizational Closing
Celebration. Parents should arrange to ob-
tain student records before or after the cel-
ebration. School offices will open for regu-
lar hours beginning May 24. From May 24,
all schools will focus on closing operations.

BHS Graduation

The BHS Graduation will be held 7:30
a.m. Saturday on the front lawn of the
high school. Each family of a senior will
be given eight tickets for their guests. All
registered alumni and guests must pick up
their reserved tickets by 4 p.m. today in
the main office of BHS. For information,

see Page B11.
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Assumption of Responsibility

photos by Spc. Deborah L. Long (USARSO PAO)

'Army veteran, addresses soldiers and guests to the ceremony.

(Top) Maj. Gen. Philip R. Kensinger Jr., U.S. Army South command-
ing general, passes the Colors to the new USARSO command ser-.
geant major, Command Sgt. Maj. Robert P. Keehu, in an Assumption
of Responsibility Ceremony held Thursday at Soldiers’ Field. In the
background is the Theater Support Brigade command sergeant ma-
jor, Command Sgt. Major John Humphries. (Left) Keehu, a 26-year

'USARSO holds Town Hall Meeting

Hall Meeting, held Thursday at the Va-
lent Recreation Center. Members of the
military community as well as civilian em-
ployees and leaders from several agen-
cies, units, directorates and organiza-
tions were in attendance.

The meeting was hosted by Col. Rich-
ard B. Thomas, Theater Support Brigade
commander, and several forthcoming
events were highlighted: The commence-

story and photo by
Carmela Lowe Gobern
Tropic Times Staff
FORT CLAYTON — “We are still here
till the very end to make sure you have a
safe and successful move out of
Panama,” said Maj. Gen. Philip R.
Kensinger, Jr., U.S. Army South com-
manding general, in his welcome com-
ments to attendees of the monthly Town

Balboa High
Schooi Saturday;
the 79th Army
Band Armed
Forces Day Con-
cert Saturday at
the Fort Clayton
i Theater; the last

Panama Canal
College on
Thursday;  the
" “Hasta Luego”
Reception  on
Thursday;  the
Military/Civilian
Award Ceremony
on May 21; Life
in Motion Work-

&

Maj. Gen. Philip R. Kensinger Jr., U.S. Army South com-
manding general, gave the opening remarks to the

ment exercise of

graduation  of

and the Summer Youth Program, among
others.

Parents were encouraged to register
their children today and Saturday at
Building 155, Fort Clayton, for the Sum-
mer Youth Program, which is all in keep-
ing with the goal of maintaining quality
of life until the very end.

Members of the community were en-
couraged to continue planning ahead to
allow for a smooth transition of the draw-
down, and they were asked to direct
their questions to the source that could
offer bonafide solutions to thgir con-
cerns.

Col. Thomas thoroughly discussed
the following topics accompanied by a
stide presentation:

€ Various forthcoming ceremonies,
including that of the USARSO Departure
Ceremony which is scheduled for July 30
on Soldiers’ Field;

@ The closing of DODD schools on
Thursday;

€ The shipment of houschold goods
and privately-owned vehicles and the
importance of scheduling them on a
timely manner;

@ The availability of set-aside quar-
ters for those who are PCSing;

€ The cxtended hours of the Hous-

USARSO Town Hall Meetinag.

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

shop on May 25;

ing Office (7 a.m. — 5:30 p.m. Monday —
Friday, and 8 a.m. to 12 noon on Satur-
day);

@ The opening of the West Bank Vet
Clinic;

® The new Fort Clayton-Tocumen
Airport shuttle bus schedule;

€ The orderly scheduling of trans-
portation of pets.

On (his point, Thomas emphasized

that serious action would be taken on pet
abandonment.
- Other topices included the announce-
ment of new installation passes effective
Aug. | for gardeners and domestic em-
ployees; the new 24 hour ambulance ser-
vice offered by ALERTA; and new hours
to be in effect on June 1 at the Corozal
Commissary (Mon. closed, 10 am. -6
p.m. Tuesday — Friday, 9 a.m. =5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday);

Also present at the meeting (o answer
questions were Greta Kensinger, wife of
the USARSO commanding general,; Lt.
Col. Dale A. Hess, deputy commander,
24th Support Group; USARSO Command
Sgt. Maj. Robert P. Keehu, and TSB
Command Sgt. Maj. John Humphrics.

Special guests included representa-
tives [rom Fort Buchanan in Puerto Rico.
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Griselda Sterling (Tropic Times)

American Red Cross volunteer ceremony

The American Red Cross Volunteer Office hosted the last volunteer recogni-
tion ceremony at the Fort Clayton Community Club, April 28. The event came
to an end with the recognition of more than 75 volunteers. Greta Kensinger,
wife of the U.S. Army South commanding general (right), Candy Trebon, wife
of the 24th Wing Commander (left), and Susan O’Neil, wife of the 24th Medi-
cal Group Commander (not shown) are honorary advisors and were recog-
‘nized with certificates, volunteer cups and pens. A buffet was followed by the
ceremony.

Volunteer of
the Week

FORT CLAYTON (Installation
Volunteer Coordinator’s Office) —

Daniel LaPlaca has been chosen
as the U.S. Army South Volunteer of
the Week for his outstanding sup-
port to the community. .

LaPlaca does volunteer work for
the post office on Fort Clayton.

He said what he likes most about
volunteering at the post office is
seeing how happy people are when
he gives them their packages.

His most rewarding experience is

Tech. Sgt. Miconna Boaldin (U.S. Air Force)

And they’re out of here

receiving a Certificate of Apprecia- - Sgt. Tywanna Gordon (Tropic Times) Italo Morales, 24th Civil Engineer Squadron heavy equipment operator,
tion for his volunteer work. Daniel LaPlaca is the U.S. Army | Tech Sgt. Kevin Cramer, airfield manager, and Tech. Sgt. Jeff McCoy,
In his spare time, LaPlaca enjoys South Volunteer of the Week. 24th CES heavy equipment operator, remove the aircraft arresting sys-
collecting NFL caps and playing =~  LaPlaca was born in California and | tems from the Howard Air Force Base airfield May 6 and 7 as part of the
sports. has lived in Panama his entire life. United States pullout from Panama. The system was an emergency fea-

: ture on Tailhook-equipped aircraft such as the F-15 and F-16.
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) To All Joint Task Force Panama Military Spouses:

I join the Army Chief of Staff in expressing sincere appreciation to
all the military spouses of the Joint Task Force Panama for the
unwavering support you have given to your husbands and wives who of

serve our Nation.

Your spirit of volunteerism defines the excellence of our military
communities, and your selfless commitment makes the vital difference Corps, Air Force and
in Joint Task Force Panama’s ability to accomplish our challenging

mission.

Your dedication and support are what make Joint Task Force
Panama a family. Your efforts play an importan

through the challenges of drawdo

command, thank you for your time,

¢ Officer
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A salute to our men,
women in uniform

story by Carmela Lowe Gobern
Tropic Times Staff

Each year the third Saturday in the
month of May is Armed Forces Day, an
annual celebration under the sponsor-
ship of the Department of Defense.
* This special recognition to the offic-
ers and enlisted per-
sonnel of the military,

31, 1949, during the ad-
ministration of Secretary
Defense Louis
Johnson, in commemora-
tion of the unification of 4
the Army, Navy, Marine

Coast Guard under one de-

of Defense.

Although this date is not
a legal or public holiday,
Americans everywhere join to-
gether to honor the contributions,
sacrifices, professionalism, dedication,
courage, spirit, tenacity, patriotism,
and commitment by our men and
women in the service of their country
all over the world.

Former Secretary of Defense Robert
A. Lovett (1951-1953), once stated that
the celebration of Armed Forces Day
not only serves to remind us of the

part in moving us
transfer and

Celebrate Armed Forces Day

Forces, but also of the special unity
among all of our citizens in the inter-
ests of security and peace.

In his 1999 Armed Forces Day Mes-
sage, Secretary of Defense William
Cohen salutes our men and women in
uniform for their achievements and self-
less service, and reminds them that
Armed Forces Day is a celebration of
their willingness to serve, in an effort
to spread the blessings of freedom and

democracy to people

was created on Aug. ARMED FORCBS DAY 2round the world,

Parades, open houses,
special ceremonies, re-
ceptions, concerts, and
air shows are some of
the events held in com-
memoration of Armed
Forces Day.
This special day also
B serves to increase aware-
" ness among civilians of the
§ role of the Armed Forces.
~ There are exhibits and dem-
onstrations of new weapons
and equipment, jets fly overhead,
vessels and ships in ports along with
bases and military establishments are
all open to the public. Private citizens
display the “Stars and Stripes” to show
their recognition of the devotion to
duty of our military personnel.
As part of our local celebration, the
79th Army Band will feature a concert
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Fort

continued unification of our Armed Clayton Theater.

Airman explains how to ship your second car

story by Maj. Eric M. Paulson
24th Operations Support Squadron
Many of you out there have a second car and you’re
trying to figure out what to do with it. You’ve had it
listed in the Tropic Times and maybe even one of the
papers downtown, but you don’t have any solid bites
and your portcall is coming up fast.You know that
you’ve got a decent car and would keep it if it wasn’t
impossible to take it with you to your next duty station.
Forget about abandoning your car on base; as a profes-
sional you know that’s not an option.

Although it does take some planning, shipping your

second car yourself is not as daunting as it may initially
seem. In 26 days I shipped my second car from Colon
to Miami, then on a truck across the United States to
Long Beach, Calif., and then on a ship bound for Ha-
waii—sounds impossible but it wasn’t. Now I’ve got

- the peace of mind knowing I don’t have to pay cab

fares or rent a car because my second car is waiting
for me in Honolulu when I step off the plane. I’ll
see my government shipped car in about two
months.

I started out by doing some key word com-
bination searches on the internet. I also looked
in the Panama yellow pages under
“Transportes Maritimos.” You’ll find lots of op-
tions. I compared prices, timeliness, and destina-
tions to make my decision. At first you would think
that to get my car to Hawaii I would ship it up the U.S.
West Coast or direct to Hawaii from Panama. But sur-
prisingly, I found most shipping goes to the U.S. East
Coast and very little to the West Coast. Therefore ship-
ping to the West Coast direct was more expensive and
took longer.

My total cost was $2,350 and I charged it all on to my

" credit card, except for the Panama to Miami segment. At

first that sounds like a lot of money, and it is. But my
sponsor told me that the Hawaiian government charges
a $3,000 - 4,000 “paradise” tax on car purchases, so I re-
ally saved money. And the time I spent coordinating the
shipping is less than I would have spent looking to
buy another car. By the way, I also found that you
could ship from Colon to Europe in less than 10 days for
under $1,000.

¥ Documents

I shipped my second car down here from the states
and kept all the shipping documents. That made it
easier. For example, I didn’t have to worry about my car

meeting U.S. specifications. I also had my tax exemp-
tion letter already, but you can get one from the exon-
eration office at Fort Clayton. Don’t forget next year
when you do your taxes that shipping your car counts
as a moving expense and comes right off the top. I esti-
mated that the government will reimburse me 20 percent
of my shipping cost for my tax bracket.

#Shop around

I picked Seaboard Marine. They also ship to Hous-
ton. I went downtown to their office with my shipping
documents, my PCS orders, my exoneration letter and
cash. They were all very easy to work with and all
spoke English—the international shipping language.

If you don’t have shipping documents already,
they’ll help you get them. I had them ship my car “roll
on/roll off,” which is considerably cheaper than having

it containerized. If you’re shipping your Ferrari, you
may want to containerize it, but I decided to let them
drive my Neon on and off the ship.

The day after I got my paperwork done my wife
drove the van and I drove the Neon to Colon. At their
Colon office they stamped the documents and I drpve
the car to the secure warehouse. They loaded it on the
ship the next morning and it was in Miami five days
later. s

@ Insurance

“I'was able to use my Panama car insurance for cover-
age during shipment to Miami so I canceled my policy
for the day after it arrived in Miami. The ship insures by
weight for a maximum of only a few thousand dollars —
not enough to replace my car if it sinks in the Carib-
bean.

I decided not to insure it while it was on board the
truck across the states because the drivers are fully in-
sured for any dings they put on my car. Then I reestab-
lished insurance with my previous stateside insurer for
the Hawaiian leg of the journey.

®Customs

If you can pick up your car at the port and process it
through customs you’re golden. But I didn’t have that
luxury and had to hire a broker. The broker faxed me a
power of attorney. I filled it out at the Legal Office and
faxed it back with a copy of the title for him to pick up
my car from customs and deliver it to the trucking com-
pany. For $150 the broker took his cut and paid the port
fees. You’ll have to process your car through customs
even though it is duty free.

@ Transport

Overland Transportation Trucking firms will trans-
port your car to any U.S. address you want and there
are lots of firms out there. You can ask the company
that shipped your car to the states what trucking firm
they’re happy with. I searched again on the Internet
and selected A to Z Auto.

I can’t tell you their fee or phone number, but I tell
you these ladies took such great care of me that I sent
them a thank you card. They called and e-mailed
me, told me what I had to do, told me where my

car was, etc. That gave me some real peace of

mind. The trucker they hired got my car from
Miami to Los Angeles in eight days and took it
directly to the shipping company that sent it to
Hawaii.

@ Final leg to Honolulu
Picking a company from Los Angeles to Hawaii was
easy. I found only one company with a home page
when I did my Internet search for “Long Beach,” “Ho-
nolulu,” “auto,” and “shipping.” So I used them.
Though they have a lot of business, they promised that
my car would not wait in Long Beach longer than a
week. [didn’t get my car on the first ship, but it did get
on the second and will be waiting for me when I arrive. 1
was able to track its movement on the Internet.

They told me that they would hold my car in their
parking lot free for seven days while they wait for my
arrival. My sponsor offered to pick it up for me if I faxed
him a power of attorney, but since I’ll be there in time I
don’t need his assistance.

Is it work? Yes, there is a lot to do, but since I had a
mechanically sound car that was almost paid off it was
the right choice. Good luck and hope your car-shipping
story will be as successful.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The above story is an account of
how one person at Howard Air Force Base was able to
ship his second car. The information is not necessarily
endorsed by the Traffic Management Olffice but is an
alternative that individuals can pursue.)
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Lightning: the truth behind its beautiful light

o

HOWARD AFB — The base policy
for safe operations of personnel and
for protection of base assets is that the
Weather Station issues a weather advi-
sory for any thunderstorm observed
within 25 nautical miles of the airfield.

The Weather Station is then re-
quired to issue a weather watch for the
potential of lightning within five nauti-
cal miles of the airfield.

The desired lead time, or the time
between the time of issue to time of ac-
tual occurrence, is 30 minutes. The
weather station then issues a weather
warning for lightning observed within 5
nautical miles.

In a perfect world, a thunderstorm is
observed as it moves inside of 25 miles,
and an advisory is issued. It is moni-
tored with the use of RADAR, satellite
imagery and a cloud to ground light-
ning detection system as it approaches
the station as to its speed, direction,
stage of development, and frequency
and location of lightning strikes.

With this information the forecaster
issues a watch 30 minutes before light-
ning is observed or detected within
five nautical miles.

There are all sorts of variations in
the real world. One example is a thun-
derstorm with lightning forming di-
rectly overhead of the airfield. In this
case an advisory and warning would
be issued simultaneously.

Another example is a thunderstorm
moving over the airfield and only emit-
ting cloud-to-cloud lightning, or cloud-
to-ground lightning outside of 5 nauti-
cal miles. In this case the threat of
lightning striking someone or some-
thing was there although the watch
would not be verified.

The unpredictability of where and
when lightring will strike cannot be
overestimated, but knowledge of where
it can and cannot strike and dispel-
ling myths and misconceptions greatly
enhances personnel safety.

The following are myths, truths and
some answers to frequently asked
questions concerning lightning: (For
further information on lightning check
out: hitp://wvlightning.com/

MYTH: Lightning only strikes very
tall objects, or lightning always
strikes the tallest object.

TRUTH: Lightning doesn’t always
strike the tallest and most conductive
object.

Lightning strikes the tallest objects
in a particular area. For instance, if
there is a lone small tree in a large field
and the field is surrounded by very tall
trees, the small tree is just as likely to
get hit by lightning as the tall ones. It
is also possible for the lightning to
strike the ground in the field and com-
pletely miss the trees.

If you are out in the open and are
surrounded by tall objects, do not as-
sume you are safe from lightning.

MYTH: Rubber shoes or boots insu-
late and therefore protect against a
lightning strike.

TRUTH: Air is also insulating. A
lightning bolt has pushed its way
through miles of air, so it won’t be
stopped by a half-inch of rubber.
People who have been struck by light-
ning often get their shoes (and/or
clothes) blown off or blown apart from
the powerful shock wave produced by
the lightning stroke.

MYTH: Lightning only strikes good

conductors like metal.

TRUTH: This can be a deadly as-
sumption. Lizghtning can strike any ma-
terial that is in its path. True, the light-
ning current is more likely to flow
through good conductors, but like the
first myth, lightning will strike the best
conductor in a particular area.

MYTH: ‘Heat Lightning’ is caused
by hot weather. °

TRUTH: Although hot weather is
generally ideal for thunderstorm forma-
tion, heat lightning has nothing to do
with hot weather. Heat lightning is the
name given to the faint flashes of light
on the horizon at night caused by light-
ning from distant thunderstorms.

Heat lightning got its name because
it is often seen on hot summer nights,
a time when thunderstorms are com-
mon.

"MYTH: Lightning rods discharge a
cloud and prevent a lightning strike.

TRUTH: Lightning rods, along with
a good lightning protection system of
grounded cable, only serve to divert
lightning current safely to ground,
should lightning strike.

There is no way to discharge or
drain the charge from a storm with
lightning rods, or with anything, for
that matter.

Most storms are 10 - 20 miles wide
and many miles high. A lightning rod
is a tiny speck in comparison to the
mighty electrical charge generation in-
side these mammoth clouds. Although
there can be slight corona discharge
off of pointy rods (sometimes called
St. Elmo’s Fire), this current ‘leak’ is
simply too small to have any hindering
effect on the huge rate of charge
buildup inside the storm cloud.

MYTH: A surge protector will pro-
tect against a lightning strike.

TRUTH: Unfortunately not. A com-
mon surge protector will only stop
voltage spikes and surges, but not the
huge, violent burst of current from a
close lightning strike. Lightning cur-
rent is simply too big to protect with a
little electronic device inside a power
strip. The only way to protect your ste-
reo, television, computer, or any elec-
tronic appliance is to unplug all power,
telephone (modem), and antenna con-
nections during a thunderstorm.

Does lightning ever hit water?

Yes. Lightning can hit water just as
easily as it can hit dry land. Since water
is a good electrical conductor, current
from a strike can travel far from the
strike point.

For this reason, swimming during a
storm or while storms are nearby is
dangerous. Another reason swimming
during a storm isn’t safe is because the
swimmer is protruding from the surface
of the water, somewhat increasing the
probability of a direct hit from a nearby
strike.

If you are caught outside during a
thunderstorm, you should stay away
from large bodies of water such as riv-
ers, lakes, and oceans.

Why does lightning/static electric-
ity damage electronics? Can other ap-
pliances be damaged by lightning?

Electronic chips have very delicate,
microscopic circuitry that is easily
damaged by even small sparks from
static electricity.

Most other appliances, like washers,
refrigerators, lamps, etc., usually don’t

Lightning made this four-inch hole at Howard AFB last year.

have a lot of electronic components, so
static electricity usually won’t harm
them.

However, a direct or very close light-
ning strike can destroy any electric ap-
pliance, electronic or non-electronic, if
the large lightning current flows
through them. Lightning current can
burn up wires inside appliances, mo-
tors, and household electrical circuits.

Due to the highly sensitive nature of
electronics, a surge from a power line
malfunction or a far-away lightning
strike to a power line could be enough
to cause permanent damage to elec-
tronic appliances, which is why using a
surge protection device is recom-
mended.

What color is lightning?

Lightning is white, sometimes with
a blue tint. In the same way that sun-
sets have many colors, faraway light-
ning can appear yellow, purple, red, or-
ange, even green.

Lightning strike victims:

Victims of lightning strikes are not
always initially in a fatal situation.
Typically, a lightning strike will cause
‘only’ a cardiac arrest that can be cor-
rected by proper resuscitation. Many
lightning-related deaths occur when the
victim does not receive the proper
medical attention, so make it a priority
to know cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion.

What is thunder?

Thunder is the name given to the
loud sound waves created by lightning.
The lightning channel heats and ex-
pands quickly and explosively, causing
a violent disturbance in the air sur-
rounding the strike that radiates out-
ward for a short distance as a super-
sonic shock wave, and then as a sound
wave. All lightning and sparks creates
thunder. That little crack when a spark
jumps from your finger to the doorknob
is a miniature version of thunder.

You can use thunder to calculate
how far away a lightning strike is.

When you see the flash, count the
seconds until you hear the thunder. Di-
vide the seconds by five, and that will
be the distance in miles to the strike.
For instance, thunder heard 10 seconds

(Courtesy)

after the lightning means the lightning
struck two miles away.

The safest place to be in a lightning
storm is indoors. Automobiles are also
very effective in protecting you from a
big shock because the current flows
through the metal frame of the. car. If
you are in a car, do not touch any ex-
posed metal that is connected to the
car. Indoors means indoors — struc-
tures like bus shelters, outhouses, lean-
to shelters, or any small nonmetal
structures do not give sufficient light-
ning protection. If you are in a house
or building, do not use the telephone
or any electrical appliance that is con-
nected to the building’s electrical wir-
ing.

Do not use showers, sinks, or any-
thing where you are in contact with
water that is in turn in contact with the
building’s plumbing system. If light-
ning strikes the buiiding you are in, it
is likely the current will flow either
through the electrical wiring or the wa-
ter pipes, and you may receive a possi-
bly fatal shock if you are in contact
with the wiring or water system.

If you are caught outside:

Stay away from tall, isolated objects
like trees, flagpoles, or posts, and
avoid large open areas like fields or
parking lots where you are the rela-
tively highest object.

Stay away from lakes, ponds, rail-
road tracks, and fences which could
bring current from a ‘far-away’ light-
ning strike to you. Dense woods are
relatively safe due to the large number
of trees that decrease the chance of
lightning striking a tree next to you,
but do not stand close to any of the
trees.

If there is no shelter, crouch down,
grab your ankles, and bend forward, in
a position where your head is not,the
highest part of your body and where
your head does not touch the ground.
Do not lie flat on the ground.

If lightning is about to strike you or
something extremely close, you may
experience a tingling feeling on your
skin and/or your hair may stand on
end. If this occurs, quickly get into the
position described above. It is unlikely
that you will not be able find sufficient
shelter, though.
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Financial Stability

USARSO PAO — There are some people who are
under the impression that the military pays for ALL
expenses, incurred during a PCS move. The military
does pay all major moving expenses but there are
many costs associated with a move that you and
your family will be responsible for paying. One of
the largest costs a family can encounter when relo-
cating is housing. With the services that are of-
fered on the installation in the Relocation Assis-
tance Program and Consumer Affairs and Financial
Assistance from ACS, and some sound financial
planning on your part, you should be able to make
a move that won’t force you to arrive at your new
assignment broke and-in debt. Finan-
cial stability is an impor-
tant aspect of life in gen-
eral but it is even more
important when you
may be getting into
financial  trouble
during a move that
can color your en-
tire tour at the
new duty station.
The trick is to
avoid problems
that can set you
behind perma-
nently by becoming
“hidden costs” as well as the obvious costs of
moving and planning ahead for them.

Pre-Departure Costs

Before you actually leave your present location,
there may be several costs for which you need to
budget. Some of the typical pre-move costs are
listed below, but your own personal circumstances
may create other additional costs:

Any repairs, replacement or cleaning costs to
clear a rental property or the quarters on base;

aware of some of the

and Moving

Travel and lodging for permissive TDY
house-hunting trips; New clothing for the family if
you are moving to an area that has an unusual or
different climate than your present one.

Temporary lodging (after you’ve moved out and
until you’re in your new home). If temporary lodg-
ing on base is NOT available, then be sure to ob-
tain a non-availability statement.

Food expenses after you move out and before
you depart.

New or additional luggage. A pet cage. Selling
or storage of POVs.

In-Transit Costs
The military will pay a
certain amount of the
travel and lodging ex-
penses incurred
enroute from one duty
station to the other. If
you decide to take
leave enroute however,
that will of course be at
your own expense. There may
be several additional costs involved
such as transportation, lodging and
food bills. The expenses should be budgeted
in your financial plan, prior to departure so that
you will not face financial difficulties enroute.
There are several regulations regarding enroute
costs. For instance, family travel is not authorized
at government expense to a TDY training assign-
ment.
If your family wishes to join you under such cir-
cumstance it MUST be at your personal expense.
For more information on moving costs or any
PCS questions, please stop by the Relocation
Center, Building 200, Fort Clayton or call 288-
9235/34.

Southern Command Network drawdown

DISLOCATION ALLOWANCE

USARSO PAO — Southern Command
Network has a ‘natural drawdown’ plan
on the number of cable channels avail-
able to military members.

SCN is responsible for the govern-
ment cable contract and will oversee the
operations as military installations draw-
down for closure. As the number of
people decrease so will the number of
channels available.

Cable Onda is a profit-making down-
town cable company that runs a wireless
cable system. Cable Onda has only a lim-
ited number of frequencies, with 16 chan-
nels being the maximum they can have.
As the American audience drops off rap-
idly they are going to lose money be-
cause they will be broadcasting to a
smaller market. That means the company
needs to free up channels to meet the
needs of their new Panamanian audi-
ence.

Due to the cable contract with Cable
Onda, SCN was scheduled to lose one
channel in April. That is when Channel
23 WGN-Chicago was dropped.

SCN decided to close this channel for
two reasons: 1) In arecent SCN audience
survey that channel was rated the “least
watched.”” 2) During the summer
months, WGN-Chicago shows a lot more
baseball than entertainment program-
ming. (SCN has other channels to cover
sports.)

This is only the beginning of fewer
cable channels. On July 31 all base
cable services will be reduced to eight
channels. Those channels will be
ESPN, TNT, TBS, CNN, MTV, SCN
14,15 and 16.

On Sept. 30, cable television com-
pletely goes away. However, SCN will
continue to bsoadcast on air, Channel 8,
until Dec 31.

HOWARD PAO — The purpose of
DLA is to partially reimburse a member
for the expenses incurred when relocat-
ing the member’s household. This al-
lowance is in addition to all other Per-
manent Change of Station entitlements.

DLA is paid based on the member’s
pay grade and dependency status. The
current DLA totals are based on two-
and-half months of the standard Basic
Allowance for Housing rates.

Members are entitled to one DLA
during a fiscal year unless the Secre-
tary of the Air Force approves excep-
tion. For those members’ who have

processed Early Return of Dependent

orders during the current fiscal year,
they will not be entitled to an addi-
tional DLA if they PCS during the same
fiscal year of the ERD (Oct. 1, 1998
through Sept. 1999).

When a member is married to an-

other mlhtary member only one will re-
ceive DLA. If married members move

‘independently of each other both mem-

bers may be entitled to DLA in their

~own right. Contact Accounting and Fi-

nance for more guidance and details.
DLA is considered a travel entitle-
ment and is paid upon completion of a
member/dependent travel voucher at
the new Permanent Duty Station. DLA
is not paid in advance but if funds are
needed prior to completion of the travel
voucher, cash advances using the gov-
ernment VISA card are authorized.

" For additional information please
contact Accounting and Finance at
5046/5101/4454/4902 or visit our cus-
tomer service from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Our web page also offers helpful in-
formation.

Visitatwwwmil. howard.af.mil/Squad-
rons/CPTS_page/cpts.htm.

o
i Theater Support Brlgade i
I, Hazardous Material/Waste :
T Turn-in Days I
| o , ' May 26 - 27 _ ~ !
0. No paperwork no hassles, no questlons i
I Wha 'shoj d you take to the pxck-up point? |
I Batteries, solvents antifreeze, paints, STB, DS-2, pesticides, waste 011 waste fuel waste antlfreeze, waste solvents, chermcals compressed gas cyclinders and house- [
| hold cleaning items. ‘ |
Where are the pick-up points? q
Hazardous Waste Accumulation Point, Building 540, Corozal, 8 a.m. -3 p.m. May 26 - 27, or call 285-6576. No paperwork required, no questions asked. ;
I Who to call for information and assistance? _ : : y
I  Ymelda Padilla, DEH Environmental Branch at 285-3690/3685 or fax 285-5541. Follow transportation rules and call if you need help with'containers.
| No Paperwork, No Hassles, No Questions I
i Don’t miss this opportunity -:
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Graduation Time

F

FSU, Univ. of Okla., hold ¢

story and photos by Sgt. Paul Bouchard
Tropic Times Editor

(BALBOA/FORT CLAYTON) — Two universities with
rich traditions in Panama — Florida State University and the
University of Oklahoma — held graduation ceremonies Sat-
urday, bestowing advanced degrees to 80 students in
fields such as computer science, international affairs, Latin
American studies, political science, educational psychol-
ogy and public administration.

FSU Graduation

The FSU Panama Canal Branch graduation was held in
the Panama Canal College Auditorium in La Boca in
Balboa.

After the invocation by Professor Dennis King, the di-
rector of Religious Education for U.S. Army South, Dr.
Frederick L. Jenks, the director of the FSU Panama Canal
Branch, welcomed the graduates, their guests and the dig-
nitaries to the graduation ceremony. Jenks’ remarks, in
part, focused on the diversity of the graduating class of 50
students.

“Today, we have graduates from seven countries and
four continents,” he said. “Some graduates are in their
teens, some are grandparents, some of you are retirees and
some of you have yet to start your first job. You are truly a
diverse crowd. ... You are all an international bridge.”

The next speaker to address the crowd was Dr.
Lawrence G. Abele, the Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs at FSU. Abele said it is “a great symbol to
have the graduation here,” referring to the fact that the
branch will continue in Panama after the U.S. military with-
drawal of Panama. Earlier this year an arrangement was
worked out whereby FSU will become the steward of the
college’s campus at La Boca.

Abele reiterated that FSU was committed to the Ameri-
cas and to Panama. He then introduced the guest speaker
for the graduation.

_ Special envoy is guest speaker

The guest speaker of the FSU graduation was the Hon-
orable Kenneth H. MacKay Jr., President Clinton’s Special
Envoy to Latin America. MacKay has had a distinguished
career in politics. He is the former governor of Florida. He
served in both the Florida House of Representatives and
the Florida Senate. He also served in the U.S. House of
Representatives where he served on the Foreign Affairs
Committee and the Drug Oversight Sub-Committee.

MacKay, in his remarks, thanked Maj. Gen. Philip R.
Kensinger Jr., the U.S. Army South commanding general,
and the military members in attendance for their service to
the United States. MacKay said the graduating class was
graduating in the midst of a revolution, a revolution that
“Panama is at the center of.”

“This revolution is one of diversity,” he said. MacKay

spoke about the diversity of the U.S. population and how
the United States benefits from the contribution of immi-
grants. He also said that even if the United States is the
most diverse, most multiethnic country, it also has the most
enduring common values.

“Freedom unlocks human potential,” he said. “Because
of this, we have a democracy in Latin American in 34 of 35
countries.”

MacKay also spoke about how freedom and free trade
will help create a Free Trade Area in the Americas by the
year 2005, a market with 800 million consumers. “This will
be the most dynamic trade area in the world,” he said.

MacKay also said that the U:S. must help its neighbors,
and help them respect the rule of law and human rights.

“FSU is part of that process,” he emphasized. “1999 is
the beginning of a more mature relationship between our
two countries.”

MacKay ended by saying that people should not be
measured by “what they acquire, but by what they give
back. ... History will respect the United States more for
giving the Canal back,” he said.

MacKay gave the graduates best wishes and told them
how their education will help them enrich their lives and

help them make the right decisions as they head into the

21st century.

The University of Oklahoma graduation

The Oklahoma State University graduation was held
Saturday afternoon at Fort Clayton’s Community Club.
After the invocation by Col. (Chaplain) Neil A.
Dennington, Maj. Gen. Philip R. Kensinger Jr., the U.S.
Army South commanding general and the guest speaker
for the event, addressed the graduates and their guests.

Kensinger congratulated the graduates for their hard
work and sacrifices needed to obtain their advanced de-
grees. Kensinger also spoke about the diversity of the stu-
dents, some of whom are military members, military depen-

dents and civilian employges of the military that Kensinger

knew personally.

Kensinger said the student body reflected the scope of
the community and “what makes it a community of excel-
lence.”

Kensinger said that it is “the competence that makes us
a great community,” and that this competence comes from
practicing values such as integrity, country, selfless ser-
vice and sacrifice. He said the essence of education are
these values.

In his remarks, Kensinger also mentioned how the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma was the only U.S. university in the
hemisphere that offered an advanced degree. “This gradu-
ation will be part of a legacy; truly an end of an era,” he
said. :

Kensinger then spoke about how the U.S. military pres-
ence in Panama has helped not only Panama but the entire

hemisphere. He mentioned how the recent Panamanian elec-
tion is the first time in 25 years that Panama has consecu-
tive-democratically elected governments. “The military
feels good about its contribution to Panama and the hemi-
spherc/,” he said.

Kensinger ended by saying that the graduates
should bring their education “to the world of do-
ing.” He ended by reverting back to the beginning of
his address where he compared the education pro-
cess to that of jumping out of an airplane with a
parachute.

“Today does not represent the end — it represents a be-
ginning. ... I wish you continued success. ... I know you’ll
hit that dropzone.”

Elizabeth Luff, wife of Air Force Capt. Mark Luff,
and Felipe Deida, chief of Evaluations for
USARSO, were two of the 50 FSU graduates Sat-
urday. '

Laura Roberts, the CONUS contract director at the
University of Oklahoma, presents Dr. Avraham
Scherman, a professor of counseling at OU, with
a gift for his many years of teaching at the univer-  Gr
sity during the graduation ceremony Saturday.In  ar
the background is Col. (chaplain) Neil A. to
Dennington who gave the invocation for the cer-  tio
emony. ad

The Honorable Kenneth H. Macay Jr.President Clinton’s Special Envoy to Latin America, was the
guest speaker at the FSU graduation. MacKay, the former governor of Florida, spoke about many
themes in his speech such as diveristy, freedom, democracy and how educatuion can enrich lives.
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aj. Gen. Philip R. Kensinger Jr., U.S. Army South commanding general, was the guest speaker for the
niversity of Oklahoma graduation held Saturday at the Fort Clayton Community Club. In his speech,
ensinger said that higher education was one factor as to why the USARSO community is a community
f excellence. He also advised the graduates to bring their education “to the world of doing.”
ensinger also said that the University of Oklahoma was the only U.S. university in the hemisphere that
ffered an advanced degree. “This graduation will be part of a legacy, truly an end of an era,” he said.

all, 30 students received master’s degrees from the University of Oklahoma Saturday. (background)
o the right of Maj. Gen. Kensinger is Marelisa Samuels, a graduate of the University of Oklahoma and
e Advanced Programs field coordinator for the univeristy.

’ Graduates of the Umversxty ‘

oi' Oklahoma
MaseerofArts in Political Sczencewtﬁ: amayorm
International Relations : ’
Sergio Barrio 0 Ana S_o:gzsmond
Leon Wilson ‘ Atxali_oska Cooksey
- Master of Education w:th a ma]or m o
e Educatlona! Psychology
:Lms Branch - VivianMiller
PauiciaRamirez Eugene Rooker
Carol Scott Bonnie Secley
Maria Vasquez Lori Washington
| George lehams - Cynthia Buckley
| Webster Fisher ~ John Gray
DonnaLopez GclsonunaMarﬁn
chc Martinez .Damel Medina
! : =4 MasterofPublmAdnumstmtum
duates of the University of Oklahoma perform the traditional reversal of the tassle, symbolizing they g;yu?n‘]ggmal G éﬁgﬁﬁgﬁm
full-fledged graduates of the educational program. Three types of master’s degrees were awarded _Reynold Mateo - Silvana Montcro

0 students of the university Saturday — a masters of arts in political science with a major in interna- r W
al relations, a master of education with a major in educational psychology and a master of public lsxnda Pmﬂ;uc e ?saSn;zmons
inistration degree. Satvinder Singh  Jackic Smalls

&



Tropic Times
May 14, 1999

8

Briefly

Driver’s Education Center relocated

The Driver's Education Center is closed today for re-
location. On May 17 operation will begin at Building
721, Corozal, 2nd floor.

Ocean View Alumni Party

There will be an Ocean View Alumni Party from 8
p.m. to 1 a.m. on Saturday, at the Diablo Spinning Club
(Point Area) for all Balboa High School alumni and
friends. There will be DJ music, live Reggae music, free
beer (until it runs out), MURGA (Panama “tipico” mu-
sic) and door prizes. Feel free to bring your own drinks
and lawnchair. There will be some seating available. The
cost of the party is $10 and is being organized by Willy
Palm, Reyna Royo, Jason and Lisa Post, and Zenia and
Tommy Morris. Payment will be at the entrance of the
Diablo Spinning Club (Point Area). If you have any ques-
tions you can contact Zenia or Tommy Morris at
tzmorris @pan.gbm.net. Tickets are also available locally
from any of these organizers.

Humanitarian Service Medal

The Humanitarian Service Medal will be awarded for
those personnel assigned to the Ecuador El Nifio Disas-
ter Relief Effort. The award has been approved for those
service members who provided humanitarian assistance
and were assigned to the operation from May 9 - 24,
1998. For more information, call 1Lt. Gillespie or Mrs.
Wilson-Carrasco at 288-6655/4155.

HAZMAT amnesty days

May 25 and 26 have been designated HAZMAT am-
nesty days for the base. Rid your workplace of old
paints, thinners, oils, adhesives and other hazardous ma-
terials.

Hasta Luego Panama

If you’ve got a PCS move coming up you should plan
to attend an Hasta Luego reception. The commanding-
general or his designated representative attends each
event and presents each departing soldier with a
USARSO coin. The next Hasta Luego for soldiers de-
parting USARSO in July, August and September is
Thursday at the Fort Clayton Community Club. For
more information, call 288-9268/9235.

Hasta Luego T-shirt sale

The American Red Cross is having an Hasta Luego T-
shirt sale. All prices have been drastically reduced. To
purchase your T-shirt stop by the Red Cross Office 8
a.m. - 4 p.m. starting Monday in Room 344, Building
519.

Housing Office hours extended

The Fort Clayton Housing Office will be open 7 a.m.
- 5:30 p.m. Monday - Friday and 8 a.m. - noon Satur-
days. Scheduled pre-final and final housing inspections
and assignments to set-aside housing will be conducted
until 2 p.m. on Saturdays. This schedule will stay in ef-
fect until further notice.

Seven digit dialing

Personnel in Panama will now have to dial all seven
digits of a phone number when calling on or between
military installations. This will not affect dialing 119 or
110 for emergencies, dialing “8” for access to DSN
from an official line, or dialing 169 when making mo-
rale calls. For more information, contact the 24th Com-
munications Squadron Telephone Liaison Office at 284-
9211.

New Housing Office procedures

The 24th Civil Engineer Squadron’s Housing Office
will operate in Building 2, at the south end of the CES
main building behind the Howard Commissary. All walk-
in customers will be handled at the existing industrial cus-
tomer service area in Building 2. In addition, Monday,
the Housing Office operating hours will be 7:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. Mondays to Fridays for walk-in customers, and
1 to 4:30 p.m. by appointment only. To make an ap-
pointment, call 284-3301.

Right Start Briefing

The new Right Start Briefing is at the Mountain View
Chapel on the first and third Thursdays with the follow-
ing forecast dates: Thursday, and June 3 and 17. For more
information, call Staff Sgt. Diana Miller at 284-3508.

24th Services Squadron inactivation

The 24th Services Squadron inactivation will be at 3
p.m., May 26 in the Tropic Breeze Ballroom. Everyone
is invited to attend.

Wing promotion/induction ceremony

The Team Howard Monthly Enlisted Promotion and
Induction Ceremony for May is 3 p.m. May 27 in the
Howard NCO Club. The ceremony recognizes enlisted
promotees in a three-phase ceremony. Everyone is in-
vited to attend and refreshments will be served following
the ceremony. For more information call 284-5363.

Tocumen shuttle schedule .

Due to commercial airline schedule changes, the Tocumen shuttle will only pickup passengers at
Building 708 on Howard Air Force Base. In addition, times of departure have changed. Passengers
should call Vehicle Dispatch at 284-5058/59 to RSVP to ensure vehicle capacity. Schedules are
available at the post office, Billeting Office and the Howard Enlisted Club. '

Outbound flights

Arrive Building 708 Depart Howard

Arrive Tocumen Depart Tocumen

4 a.m. 4:10 a.m. 5 a.m. 5:10 a.m.
5:05 a.m. 5:15 a.m. 6 a.m. 6:10 a.m.
6:30 a.m. 6:40 a.m. 8 a.m. 8:10 a.m.
10:30 a.m. 10:40 a.m. noon 1:15 p.m.
Inbound flights Arrive T ; —
Depart Howard rrive Tocumen Depart Tocumen Arrlve Building 708
5 p.m. 6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. 9:15 p.m.
7:45 p.m. 9 p.m. 10:15 p.m. 11:30 p.m.
6:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Travel tips

Pet tips — Pets may now be shlpped space—avallable to CONUS. There is, however, a fee. For more infor-
mation, call the Howard AFB Passenger Terminal at 284-5702.

Announcements

Fire victims

‘A terrible fire earlier this week in Santa Ana, Panama
City, left 400 families homeless. If you would like to donate
clothing or any other items, you can take them to the Pana-
manian Red Cross building in Albrook--after going in the
main gate, continue straight; it’s approximately the third
building on your left.

MAPS

Due to the relocation to Puerto Rico, the Map Support
Office-Panama currently located in Building 217, Fort
Clayton, terminated all over-the-counter distribution of
maps effective Thursday, in order to prepare for relocation.
MAPS will accept requisitions by fax at 288-6873 up until
complete closure. Crisis/Emergency Operations Support will
be available. Units can contact the USARSO EOC in order

‘to reach the staff duty officer/personnel on call.

No more surface mail after Aug. 31

Effective Aug. 31, the surface mail service to the Panama
APOs will be terminated. The containerized mail that nor-
mally takes about two to four weeks to get to Panama will
stop. This form of mail brings items in at a cheap rate that
is identical to the SAM rate. It’s normally called Parcel Post
or fourth class mail. Fourth-class mail is the mail category
that includes domestic parcel post, bound printed matter,
special fourth-class rate items such as books, sound record-
ings, manuscripts, and library rate materials. Airmen have
traditionally processed two containers of this mail per week.
Each container brings roughly 300 pieces of mail at about
9,000 pounds apiece. The average transit time is two to
four weeks.

Optometry Clinic closes May 31

The Fort Clayton Optometry Clinic will provide services
until May 31. The Howard Optometry Clinic will provide
routine eye care until July 31. Flight Medicine referrals and
emergency eyecare services only will be available during Au-
gust. New military eyewear can be ordered until May 31

Suicide Awareness Briefing

The annual Suicide Awareness Briefing (required by AFI
44-154) is now ONLINE. The online briefing ensures that
this valuable information is seen by all personnel, regardless
of work schedule or location in the National Capital Region,
and results in significant time savings for each organization.
Please ensure you view this briefing NO LATER THAN
June 10 to receive credit for the 1999 briefing. Units will
receive a list of all personnel who have met this requirement.

Physical Therapy reduces services

The 24th Medical Group Physical Therapy Clinic has re-
duced its services by 50 percent and will close July 1. In
preparation for this reduction in services, clinic personnel are
working closely with all providers in an effort to ensure the
transition is as painless as possible for all customers.

Only two postal-free codes left in Panama

Postage-free intertheater Military Postal Service is only
available to and from the 34001 (Howard) and 34004
(Clayton) codes. These are the last Air Post Office codes left
in Panama. All other locations require postage. For details
call Staff Sgt. Mark Stagray or Manuel Gonzalez at 284-7219
or 284-7220.

New lightning warning procedures
Howard AFB has adopted new lightning warning notifi-
cation procedures to alert the base community of the obser-

vance of lightning within five nautical miles of the base.
When this occurs, Command Post will sound the base siren.
In response to this warning, the base populace is encouraged
to take precautions as outlined in the April 1 article,
“Howard Braces for Rainy Season, Lightning Storms.”
Lightning Warnings will remain in effect for at least 15 min-
utes after the last strike. To find out if the warning has been
lifted, call the Safe Line at 284-SAFE.

Forms required to leave country

All members and their families who depart from Tocumen
International Airport are required to have SOUTHCOM
Form 4, Certificate of Exemption from the Passenger Service
Fee. In addition, if there are any changes to the original port
call date, SOUTHCOM Form 5, Travel Authorization, is re-
quired. After receiving orders, everyone should report to their
orderly room with a copy of orders in hand to be issued the
forms needed. Call unit orderly rooms for more information.

Family support and redeployment

Air Force staff sergeants and below qualify for free
childcare 30 days prior to moving, up to 20 hours per child.
For details call 284-3153.

Build your own PC

You can now Build To Order (BTO) your own PC on
the AAFES web site. Pionex Technologies and AAFES
have formed a partnership to allow customers to either
design their first time PC or create their dream machine and
have it shipped directly to their door. For more informa-
tion call 285-5776 or see the internet for details.

DOIM needs your help

The DOIM Mail and Distribution Center needs your
help. Customers are reminded that only unit mail clerks
are authorized to post and pick up official mail from the

- MDC. Personal mail is not authorized with one exception

— relocating personnel are allowed to mail out change of
address cards, available from the Post Office, by present-
ing a copy of their Official Travel Orders. Do not mail of-
fice equipment, furniture, supplies, noncurrent working
files, computers and other IT equipment. These items
should be shipped through the Packing and Crating Section
at Building 727, Corozal. You can call 285-5137 to obtain
packing materials and 285-5610 to arrange shipping. Also
due to a manpower shortage and space limitation, unit mail
clerks must make an appointment when mailing more than

five parcels.

DGA Clearing

Clearing? Please note that all DCA clearing is now being
processed 7:30 - 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. in Room
449, Building 519 at the Financial Management Division. For
more information, call Delia Johnson at 288-6169.

Clayton Physical Exams prepare for closure

The Fort Clayton Physical Examinations and Stan-
dards Element is projected to scale down services effec-
tive May 17, in preparation for a May 27 closure. Starting
Monday, services will be limited to customers already
scheduled, or for walk-in services, such as clearances, etc.
The Physical Examinations and Standards Element at
Howard AFB will continue to provide examination services
until June 30, and other administrative services until July
31. For more information, please call MSgt Justo at 284-

6343/6155.
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24th Wing wins Intramural Soccer

Air Force 24th Wing finishes with
The Howard Fitness @ perfect 6-0 record to win

Sports Center 1s spon-
soring a Basketball regular season and get
number one playoff seed.

Tournament May
21 - 23. Sign-
up is under-
way. Tourna-
ment is open

to the first eight
teams to sign up.

Story and photos by
Sgt. Paul Bouchard
Tropic Times Editor

FORT CLAYTOn (Jarman Field) —
This week marked the end of the regular
Maximum 12 per- ' season for intramural soccer, with the
son roster. Coaches § 24th Wing finishing with an unblemished
meeting 3 p.m.May 19. 6-0 record.

Register now for the 4th annual All of the seven intramural teams will
ACC Family Golf Tournament make the playoffs which start next week
“Two-Person Scramble” which and will essentially be a double-elimina-
starts at 7:30 a.m. May 23 at the tion tournament. The 24th Wing will re-
Horoko Golf Course. The tourney is ceive a first-round bye.
open to husband and wife teams or
two-member family teams. One lucky
couple from each ACC Base will win
round-trip tickets to anywhere in the
Continental USA . Great prizes and
giveaways. Tournament fee is $20.
Open to ID Card holders and family
members.For more information call
the Pro Shop at 283-6323/6346.

The Howard Bowling Center
is  looking for
bowlers in the
upcoming “Fun
Mixed Leagues.”
There is also re-
duced price bowl-
ing on Monday and Tues-
day. All games on these
days are $1 with free
shoes. Bowl three
games and get one
free. For more information, call 284-
4190.

Free aerobics classes are held at
5:45 a.m. and 9 a.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Also at
4:45 p.m. Mondays — Fridays. For
more information, call the HFSC.

For more information on Air
Force sports, call the Howard Fit-
ness Sports Center at 284-3451.
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Monday night’s second game at 24th Wing forward Dino Buchanan got a hat trick Monday night at Fort
Jarman Field pitted the Red Devils Clayton’s Jarman Field, scoring all his team’s goals in a 3-0 defeat over
versus the SCN team. The Red the 245th. The 24th Wing finished the intramural season with a perfect 6-
Devils won 5-0. 0 record.

A Red Devil .
player tries to Final Regular

outmaneuver

an SCN de- Season Records

fender in e
Monday night’s ~1.24th Wing 6-0
game at 2. Tigers of Clayton 4-1-1
Jarman Field. 3. 245th 3-2-1
Thetl;:ed Devgs - 4. Red Devils 3-3
are the number

5. Canal Zone 1-2-3
four seed for 6. 5/87th 0-5-1

the upcoming
playoffs. 7.SCN 0-6

Army

The hours of the Clayton Bowl-
ing Center are as follows: 9 am. —
8 p.m. Mondays — Thursdays, 9
a.m. — 10 p.m. Fridays, noon -9 p.m.
Saturdays and 1 — 7 p.m. Sundays.

Is your chiid having a birthday
and you’re wondering what to do?
Why not have a Kiddie birthday
party at the Bowling Center. A spe-
cial package is available. For more
information, call 288-5460.

Aerobic classes are available at
the Fort Kobbe Elementary School
Gym. The cost is $1 per person.
Classes are 5:45 — 6:45 p.m. Tues-
daysand Thursdays, and 9 — 10 a.m.
on Saturdays. For more informa-
tion, call 284-3399.

Step aerobics instruction is
available at Reeder Fitness Center. :
153;)6 Ir'nore information, call 288 Upcomlng runs

For, e | information -ox A 10K run organized by the Isthmus Road Runners is scheduled for 7 a.m. May 30 at Cerro Azul. The Panama Armed Forces 2
Army sports call DCA Sports at Running Association is sponsoring 2, 3 and 5-mile runs 7 a.m. Saturday starting at the Fort Clayton Pedestrian Gate. The
288-5610/3866 or the Reeder Gold Caast Triathlon is set for 7 a.m. May 22 in Portobelo. This event is organized by John Collins — founder of the Hawai-
Gy at 288-4712(7861. ian Ironman Triathlon. For more information on runs, call Allen Jones at 288-3310.

Daniel Amores
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U.S. military opens new antidrug bases

This article recently appeared in
the Miami Herald newspaper.

Ecuador and the Dutch Caribbean
islands of Curacao and Aruba are the
new front lines in the U.S. military’s
war on drugs, the result of the Ameri-
can troop withdrawal from Panama
under the 1977 Panama Canal trea-
ties.

“We started counterdrug air opera-
tions effective May 1 from all three
sites,” Raul Duany, spokesman for
the Miami-based U.S. Southern Com-
mand, said May 5.

That was the day that airfield op-
erations ended at Howard Air Force
Base in Panama, the previous base for
counterdrug surveillance flights.
Howard is to be turned over to
Panama on Nov. 1.

A six-year effort to negotiate an
agreement to set up a Multinational
Counter-Narcotics Center at Howard
beyond the Dec. 31, 1999, canal

turnover date collapsed last Sep-
tember, forcing Southcom to look
elsewhere.

Unlike Howard, which is a U.S.
military base, the Curacao, Aruba and

Ecuador sites and one other eventual
site, possibly in Costa Rica, will oper-
ate under access agreements with
the local governments using existing
civilian airfields.

U.S. Air Force, Army, Navy, Coast
Guard and Customs surveillance and
tracking aircraft will operate from the
locations to monitor drug traffic from
the Andean region through the Carib-
bean to the United States.

Personnel assignments

Duany said only about a dozen
permanent personnel will be assigned
to each of the sites, with up to 200
additional temporary personnel at any
given time, depending on aircraft ro-
tation. The permanent personnel
would be assigned for air traffic con-
trol, communications and mainte-
nance.

He said an Air Force task force is
“currently surveying all three sites-
known as forward operating loca-
tions (FOL)-and contracting for nec-

essary improvements to conduct sus-

tained expeditionary operations.”
-Duany said the improvements

would begin in October and include
“significant upgrades, such as addi-
tional ramp space.”

U.S. officials have said the Ecua-
dor site, at Manta, a military base on
the Pacific coast, would require the
most work.

All the sites, including one being
looked at in Costa Rica, have the
8,000-foot runways needed to accom-
modate AWAC radar planes for moni-
toring illegal drug flights and C-141
aircraft, in addition to the smaller
planes needed for the counterdrug
operations.

The three locations are
heart of the transit zone,” Duany
said. “Before, it was concentrated in
one location (Panama), and even
though (it was) strategically located,
we will now have wider coverage be-
cause of the diverse locations.”

The forward operating locations
will be augmented from U.S. military
bases at Roosevelt Roads, Puerto
Rico; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and
Soto Cano, Honduras.

The Joint Inter-Agency Task
Force South, based at Howard, which

“in the

coordinates antidrug operations, was
being shut down this week and
merged with the Joint Inter-Agency
Task Force East with headquarters in
Key West, Duany said.

Less coverage

Ana Maria Salazar, the Pentagon’s
deputy assistant secretary for drug
enforcement policy, acknowledged
Tuesday in testimony before a House
committee in Washington that there
will be an initial “degradation” of an-
tidrug operations because of the
shutdown of Howard.

She estimated that current cover-
age of the Caribbean region is only
half of what it was two years ago.
Salazar said the United States has
been flying 2,000 counterdrug mis-
sions a year out of Howard.

Salazar said operations should be
up to 85 percent of that next year as a
result of the Curacao, Aruba and Ec-
uador locations.

If another location is established
in Central America, she said it would

boost surveillance to 110 percent of
the 1997 level by 2001.

Temporary food facilities
need permits to serve

HOWARD AFB - As the drawdown
continues, it is important that we all con-
tinue to practice excellence in our daily op-
erations.

For Public Health, this means continu-
ing to ensure the good health of all per-
sonnel living and working in our military
community.

One way we do this is ensuring all
eating establishments are approved
and sanitary. This includes tem-
porary facilities and unit
fundraisers.

If your unit is plan-
ning an activity where
food will be sold to
the public, you
must get a tempo-
rary food service
permit from Public
Health.

The process is
simple. A facility
representative
should stop by
Public Health on
Howard (Building 726) or Fort Clayton

(Building 519 st floor) for a basic food
handler briefing. We will need to know
the time, date and location of the event,
as well as what type of food will be
served and where purchased.
The process takes about 20 minutes
and will prepare the host for a respon-
sible and safe event. Call
Public Health at 284-4727
(Howard) or 288-7002
(Clayton) with any

questions.

If you have
any questions,
please call SrA

Rigdon at 284-4727.

tions to be. held Monday at p m. at the Howard Elementary SchooI Au-
ditorium and at 5 p.m. at the Valen _Recrea ion Center on Fort Claytou -

The orientation will be conducted by | Dr. Charles Renno, DoDDS

Panama/Cuba Non-DoD School liason and Miriam Borras, DoDDS
Panama/Cuba. Non-DoD specialist v who have been administering. the non-

' DoD. school | program for Mex1co, the Carlbbean, Central and South
America. : :

- At the orxentatlon, parents w1]l be provrded with an Apphcatxon for
Enrollment in a Non-DoD School for each of their school-age chlldren,;
‘and an explanatlon of the covered and non covered educatlonal ex-
penses.. ... ;

Those schoo]s in Panama which have an Engllsh or blhngual program
are bemg invited to send representatives to the meetings to explam their
programs, requ:rements, and answer questlons‘,from the parents,

Private schools in Panama have selective en llment pohcres whxch_
 means they do not take all apphcants. e

~ Some also have waiting lists. It is, therefore, lmperatxve to complete
enrollment early to be sure that chlldren wm be able to attend school this
fall.

For those parents who cannot fmd an acceptable school locally, the
_non-DoD school program can support home schooling for grades K-8
through the Calvert Home School Program and for grades 9-12 through
the Umversxty of Nebraska Independent Study High School.

Mxlnary members who brought their dependents to Panama at their

: own expense and cnvﬂxans without a travel agreement do not qualey for
: educatlonal beneﬁts under the non—DoD school program A
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Directorate of Community Activities, decided to do
slory a%a//,éafm d}; something more with this, Husband explained. He

@S;; @f/?wannw &wdon thought it would be a great idea to begin Carol’s
T e . , Cuisine.
G%V”/” Femes CUstistand Gidbiton Husband’s involvement in Carol’s Cuisine has
all been voluntary, Hill said. “She coordinated
everything.”

Not only does she coordinate and host the
event, she prepares the menu and some of the
dishes, and she supervises the staff that prepares
the food.

It has been a real success, she explained.

“Our evenings are filled with food, culture and
entertainment. We have folkloric artists from
various provinces to dance, fashion shows and
food from every province. We had two carnivals
and Sammy and Sandra Sandoval performed at one
of the dinners. We also gave out cookbooks,
brochures, posters and T-shirts.”

Sadly, the last dinner was held April 29 at Fort
Clayton’s Valent Recreation Center. But the impact
Husband has made on the community will not be
forgotten, Hill explained. .

“Carol has been a positive influence in this
community. Every time we had a major event, she
has been behind it every step of the way. Every

Where could you go on Fort Clayton to taste
Panamanian cuisine, music and view a folkloric
artist show from all provinces of Panama? Ask
anyone who knows Carol Husband and they will
simply say, “go to Carol’s Cuisine.”

Many of you may know Husband as host of
Carol’s Cuisine, but what you may not know is what
went into the making of this event.

Carol’s Cuisinme began February 1998, but
Husband has charmed friends and coworkers with
good Panamanian food long before then.

“I’ve known Carol ever since she worked at the
Red Cross many years ago,” said James Hill, chief
of the Family Support Division, Deputy Chief of
Staff, Personnel.

“When she moved to ACS (Army Community
Services), she would always cook great food and
bring it to the office for us to sample.”

At the time, Husband was’‘involved in the
Welcome to Panama program where newcomers are

~

oriented to Fort Clayton and Panamanian culture. time we had a major command event, she has been
“The newcomers briefing was in two phases — behind it. She is just a great woman and the commu-

food and culture of Panama. I did demonstrations nity will never know Carol as they should.”

on hOW.tO PrOpRs _fOOdS .and I developed a °_°°k' Husband would like to thank the following

book with recipes mclud_mg local herbs, fruits and  people and organizations for making Carol’s Cuisine _

: . . B : vegetables,” Husband said. _ a success: the entire community for their support,

“Hello, | am Carol. And welcome to Carol’s The cookbook became a hit and the community McDonald Kemp, the Fort Clayton Community
Cuisine.” demanded more. McDonald Kemp, director of the Club staff and Chef Rangel.

(Top left and right) Several dishes made with local fruits, vegetables
and herbs are served at Carol’s Cuisine. Shredded beef, chicken and
rice, yuca and deserts made with fresh season fruit are among the

many dishes that are served at the event. (Left and above) The au-

dience applauds while local dancers perform. The event a.lso in-

cludes giveaways such as T-shirts, cookbooks and live music from e
a local tipico group.
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Isthmian Chapter of
AUSA hosts luncheon

story and photos by
Carmela Lowe Gobern
Tropic Times Staff

FORT CLAYTON - The Isthmian Chapter of the As-
sociation of the United States Army hosted its farewell
luncheon Tuesday at the Fort Clayton Community Club.

With an attendance of over 200 guests from the mili-
tary and civilian communities, the outstanding work of
this organization was applauded.

Distinguished guests included Maj. Gen. Philip R. -

Kensinger, Jr., U.S. Army South commanding general
and his wife Greta, the Honorable Simon Ferro, U.S. Am-
bassador to Panama, and the Honorable Joseph
Cornelison, deputy administrator of the Panama Canal
Commission. The guest speaker was Kensinger. Isth-

mian Chapter AUSA Vice-President Joseph Suszynski &8

served as master of ceremonies.

Immediately following the buffet luncheon, special
recognition was made to the NCO of the 3rd Quarter,
Sgt. Bruce W. Valk, 534th Military Police Company, and
the Soldier of the 3rd Quarter, Spc. Jacqueline Telesford,
Veterinary Services Command. Balbeca High School re-
cipients of the AUSA Scholarships were Alejandro J.
Bonilla, son of Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Bonilla from
Special Operations Command South and Steven W.

Bowman, son of Col. (Ret.) John Bowman, U.S. Army

Reserve.

Kensinger presented commander’s coins and Certifi-
cates of Appreciation to AUSA corporate members on
behalf of USARSO, in recognition of their outstanding
support to the Isthmian Chapter and U.S. Army South
soldiers and their families in Panama. Special Certificates
of Appreciation from the AUSA were also presented to
these members.

As guest speaker, Kensinger emphasized the distin-
guished service of the Isthmian Chapter of the AUSA in
its mission to protect the strength of the Army, and he
congratulated the organization for its distinguished
performance for over 30 years. He concluded with a pre-
sentation of an emotional video-recording displaying
the efforts, sacrifices and selfless support of USARSO
personnel.

Ambassador Ferro congratulated Kensinger for the
important role and the notable contributions made by
USARSO to the Isthmian community.

Special plaques were presented to Kensinger by the

U.S. Ambassador Simon Ferro presented Maj.
Gen. Philip R. Kensinger Jr., U.S. Army South
commanding general, with a plaque for
USARSO’s exceptional support to Panama, the
Americas and Caribbean nations.

following organizations for the exceptional support pro-
vided by USARSO: Department of State (U.S. Embassy),
the Panama Canal Commission, the United States-
Panama Business Council and the Panama National
Chamber of Shipping.

Although the role of the Isthmian Chapter will disap-
pear locally, the work of the AUSA will continue through
their 130 chapters located around the world. Its national
headquarters is located in Arlington, Va., where a pro-
fessional staff of 60 serve the membership.

(Top) Maj. Gen. Philip R. Kensinger Jr., USARSO
commanding general, presents an AUSA Cer-
tificate of Appreciation to the NCO of the 3rd
Quarter Sgt. Bruce W: Valk of the 534th Military
Police Company and to (top left) the Soldier of
the 3rd Quarter Spc. Jacqueline Telesford of
Veterinary Services Command.

(Left) Kensinger presents Steven W. Bowman,
son of Col. (ret.) John Bowman, U.S. Army
Reserve, with an AUSA Certificate of Apprecia-
tion. Bowman and Alejandro J. Bonilla, son of
Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Bonilla of the Spe-
cial Operations Command South, are both
Balboa High School students who received
scholarships from the Association of the United
States Army. The isthmian Chapter of the Asso-
ciation of the United States Army luncheonwas
held Tuesday at the Foit Clayton Community
Club with more than 200 guests from the military
and civilian communities in attendance.

First SOCOM
general dies at 66

This article recently appeared in the Fayettevzlle
Observer Times.

Retired Army Maj. Gen J oseph C Lutz who
played akey role in getting increased recognition for
Spemal Operations in the U.S. mlhtary, died Sunday
in Florida. He was 66.

In 1982, he signed the orders that brought the
Army’s 1st Specxal Operations Command into exist-
ence at Fort Bragg. He was the first commanding
general of 1st SOCOM, which was the forerunner of
the present-day U.S. Army Special Operations Com-
mand.

1In 1987, Gen. James J. Lmdsay selected Lutz to
serve as chief of staff of the newly created U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command at MacDill Air Force Base
at Tampa, Fla. The command oversees all spec1al op-
erations forces in the Army, Navy and Air Force.

- *“The success that U.S. SOCOM and the Special
Operatlons community enjoy today would not have
been as great without the 1nsp1rat10na1 leadership
and foresight of Joe Lutz,” said a statement from
U.S. Special Operations Command.

Lutz wasborn on April 17, 1933, in Indlanapohs,
Ind. He was a distinguished military graduate of the
ROTC program at St. Norbert College in De Pere,
Wis., and joined the Army in 1955.

~ He was instrumental in the creation of a separate
Special Forces career branch within the Army in the
mid-1980s. The enhanced status put Special Forces
on a level with the infantry, armor and artillery among
Army career fields. He also was influential in the de-
sign of its branch insignia for Special Forces.

He was deputy commanding general of 7th Corps,
U.S. Army Europe, and chief of the Joint U.S. Mlh-
tary Aid Group in Greece.

Since his retirement in 1990, Lutz had remained
active in military and community affairs. He was a
consultant with Sverdrup Inc. and was chairman of
the Special Operations Memorial Foundation.

He was a member of the Special Forces Associa-
tion along with many other groups and orgamza-
tions.

He is survived by his wife, Joyce, and three daugh-

.ters, Karla, Knsta and Joan

Keane named wce
chief of staff

(ARMY Times) — A licutenant general with ex-
tensive experience in airborne and light infantry units
has been nominated for a fourth star and appoint-
ment as the Army’s 29th vice chief of staff.

If confirmed by the Senate, Lt. Gen. Jack Keane,
deputy commander of Atlantic Command, will re-
place Gen. Eric K. Shinseki as vice chief.

Shinseki’s recent nomination to replace Gen. Den-
nis Reimer as Army chief of staff also needs Senate
confirmation. If cleared by lawmakers, Shineski and
Keane would assume their new jobs June 21.

“General Keane is absolutely the right choice for
the job of vice chief of staff,” said Reimer. “His depth
and breadth of experience throughout the military
and around the world make him an invaluable addi-
tion to the Army’s leadership.”

Army Secretary Louis Caldera said that as vice
chief, Keane will supervise the Army Staff, and serve
as the Army’s representative on the joint council
that sets defense budget requirements. He also will
chair the Army Space Council, and two other coun-
cils that coordinate active component and Reserve-
component programs.

Throughout his 32-year career, Keane has had
only one tour at the Pentagon, in 1977-79, as military

- assistant to the assistant secretary of the Army for

Manpower and Reserve Affairs, However, sources
said Keane is a fast learner, with astute insights into
complex issues and programs.

“He should do real well,” said one senior officer
who has frequent dealings with the vice chief’s of-
fice. :

Before being assigned to Atlantic Command in
March 1998, Keane served two years as commander
of one of the Army’s premier units — XVIII Airborne
Corps at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Prior to that, he had several command assign-
ments with airborne and light infantry units, includ-
ing company command with the 101st Airborne Di-
vision in Vietnam and the 172nd Infantry Brigade in
Alaska.




Hasta Luego T- shirt

The American Red Cross is having
an Hasta Luego T- shirt sale. All prices
have been drastically reduced. To pur-
chase your T- shirt, stop by the Red Cross
Office 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. in Room 344, Build-
ing 519 on Fort Clayton. For more infor-
mation, contact the Red Cross at 288-

5509.

School physicals

The Howard Air Force Base and Fort
Clayton Pediatric Clinics are in-
creasing the number of school
physical appointments avail-
able. Physical appointments
will be offered 1 - 3:30 p.m.
daily. For more information,
contact your local clinics.

May 14, 1999

NAF sale

There will be a sale of NAF items at
the Howard Air Force Base Officer’s
Club Saturday from 8 a.m. - noon. Items
included are tables, chairs, bar stools,
linens and dishware, to name a few.
The NAF sale is open to ID card holders
only. For more information, call 284-
5363.

Fort Clayton and Howard Air Force Base, Republic of Panama

Serving the Joint Community

Hike into

story by Spc. Deborah Long

Originally, last weekend had been
planned out to just relax and hang out
on post. How exciting!

With little persuasion, my friends
swept me up in the idea of driving up
into the mountains to a place called
Chiriqui.

After an eight-hour drive, thanks to
everyone either getting lost, forgetting
things or simply getting pulled over by
the local Panama National Police, we
made it to the base of the mountains.

Stepping out of the car to stretch,
the chill of our altitude caught me by
surprise. It was actually chilly —in
Panama. Those two words just didn’t
seem to go-together. It was great
though, despite the everlasting drizzle
that fell on us.

Mountains are a beautiful thing, but
it seemed like here, the sky was such a
brilliant cascade of blue high above that
they appeared almost magical.

We trekked up a mountain in our
five-car caravan, dodging the craters
that enveloped the road, passing small
markets, and finally making it to
Bambito. We didn’t stay in their
luxurious Hotel Bambit<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>