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November 1863 the surgeon who acted as
medical inspector of prisoners of war, Au-
gustus M. Clark, reported that a contract
surgeon, a contract hospital corpsman, and
two nurses were serving on the truce ship.*

On an average run, the truce ship carried
600 men, only 5 percent of whom needed
immediate care during the 16- to 20-hour
voyage to Annapolis, and no addition to
her fifty-six hospital bunks was necessary.
But when the ship carried exclusively sick
returnees, facilities on board were inade-
quate, even when an additional ten bunks
were set up on deck. By early 1864, how-
ever, the Medical Department had suc-
ceeded in obtaining hospital transports to
move the sick and wounded. Sometimes, if
the patients’ condition permitted, these
vessels took them beyond Annapolis to
hospitals in Baltimore and Philadelphia,
since even before the start of 1865, thou-
sands of sick and wounded returnees whose
condition was “indescribable™ were almost
overwhelming Annapolis facilities.?®

In 1865, as Sherman drove north through
the Carolinas, newly released prisoners,
many in need of medical care, began gath-
ering in Wilmington for transportation to
hospitals farther north. By March 1865,
3,700 sick former captives were crowding
facilities in North Carolina. The surgeon
general diverted medical supplies and of-
ficers intended for Sherman and Schofield
to the care of the newly released prisoners.
Quick attention and prompt transfer north
interrupted a typhoid fever epidemic, but
a shortage of clothing and bedding ren-
dered the voyage arduous, and the
“wretched condition™ of many made it ad-
visable in some instances to terminate it at

WWOR, ser. 2, 6:446, 474-75, 494, 593, and 1089.

YWOR, ser. 2, 6:535, 593, and 7:69, 101, 1161,
quote from 7:1160; Ltr, McCormick to SG (17 Apr
1864), RG 112, entry 12.
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Fort Monroe. A contract physician at An-
napolis, where many returnees from Wil-
mington arrived in the spring of 18635,
maintained that they were being shipped
without medical attendance, crowded, and
“in a most horrible plight.” The most des-
perately sick or wounded were packed in
the hold, where the ventilation was entirely
inadequate. The medical officer responsi-
ble for loading the ships at Wilmington,
however, pointed out that it was impossible
to spare a physician to accompany each
ship and insisted that only those who ap-
peared able to withstand the voyage were
sent north. Prisoners had started arriving
at Wilmington only five days after Union
forces took the city, he said, but he insisted
that, although the quartermaster general
was initially unable to supply enough blan-
kets and bedding for all returnees, those
sent to Annapolis were adequately pro-
vided for.0

The situation in which sick and wounded
prisoners returning through Vicksburg
found themselves was similar to that in the
East, and many patients died before they
had been long in Union hands. Prisoners
released from Andersonville were in par-
ticularly deplorable shape, almost all need-
ing medical care. Exchanges were cut off
during several months of 1863 while Grant
was closing in on Vicksburg, but in 1865
$0 many prisoners were returning that the
city’s hospitals had to be emptied of other
patients. Surgeons sent many north to St.
Louis and even beyond, but hospital steam-
ers could not keep up with the demand. In
April, the explosion of the steamer Su/tana
after it left Vicksburg killed 1,100 returnees

WFirst quote, Ltr, Cuyler to SG (23 Mar 1865), and
second quote, Ltr, J. Simpson to SG (12 Mar 1865),
both in RG 112, entry 12; Ltrs, Cuyler to SG (25 Mar
1865) and Shippen to SG (23 Feb and 26 Mar 1865),
all in RG 112, entry 12; WOR, ser. 2, 8:464-65; War
Department, SGO, Annual Report, 1865, p. 7.
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