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1. INTROIUCTION

The Battle of Metz is but one epigode im what is commonly referred to as
the Horthwest Burope Campaign during the final year ef Werld VWar Ii, The
campaign really began onm 25 July 1944 whon the Allled arries broke out from
the confines of the Neormandy Peminsula and ended in May of the following year
when the German Arny surrondered uncenditionally. To reduce the scale some
vhat further, the operations that made up the Pattle of Metx and which lasted
from Soptember through December 194k, were part of the Lorraiune csampaign, waged
duripg the same pericd by the Third U.8. Army,.

The Battle of Mets took place at the city of Mets, betwecn the Ardennes
hills and the Vosges in France, The principsl allied ferces involved in the
batile were the XX (US) Corps of the Third U.S. Army conmsisting of the 5th
Infantry Division, 90th Iafantry Division and the 7th Armored Division.
Gernan forces corsisted of German Army Greup G with the primary units coming
from the German First Army,

The types of sources required fer a thorough, btalanced account of this
bdattle include first hand sccounts of the battle from the German and the
American srmies, newspaper and magazine articles, and operaticnal histeries,

The comprehenovivo bibliographies are contained im the principal book on
the subject: The Upkpown Battle, by Anthony Kemp.

The Unknown Bottle provides an excellent account of the battle, The
book goes inte great detail about the background lesding up to the fight,
particularily emphasising the part Metx played in the war both stratesicully
snd politicslly, The book also details the background on the principal com-

nanders, perhaps keyimg on Patton and his attitudes toewards thio type of

warfare, Additionally, the book outlimes the logistic problems facing the




Amoricans and the personnel and material shorteges facing the German forees,
The book is also very valuabdle in providimg the reader with 11lugtrations eof

the Netz Fortress and a detailed account eof the notes and sources vsed in

writing the bdook,

..........
................
---------
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The operations which male up the Battle of Mets lasted from September
through December 194+ ani werc part of the Lerrains campaign, waged during

the same period by the Third U.S. Arly.l

The Allled Sitmation

Actual detailed planning for the imvasion of Burope went only as far as
the Liberation of Prance up to the line of the river Seine, which, it was
calculated, would be reached by D+90, In fact this 1ine was reached on 15
August (D7), ani, on the following day, units of the Third Army had a
bridgehesd at Mantew,”

The city of Mets was firat mentioned in Allied planning during the con-
sidorations for how to reach the Ruhr area, the heart of German industrial
production, 1t was determined by SEHAKF (Supreme Headquarters Allied Expodi-
tionary Forges) plannera that the main emphasis would be placed on the
northern thrust aloms the traditionsl invasion route into northern Germany
vis Manbenge and liege, Ouce across the Rhine and with the Ruhr neutralized,
the way to Berlin would be open across the North German Plain. This maneuver
vould be supported by s subsidiary thrust on the Verdun-Hets line,’

Thu success of the breakout was so overwhelming that the Allied lesder-
ship found itself on the horns of a dilemmm, By mid=August the whole command
system was being called into question, sad lack of firm diraction was to lead
to fatal delays, (eneral Fissnhover, as Supreme Allied Commander, delegated
the responsibility of ground commander to General Montgzemery with Bradley in
charge Of an Army (Oroup equal to Montsomery's, but subject to overall tactieal
supervision hy the latter, General Montsomery was dirocted to advance into

Belgium with the immediate aim of taking Antwerp and neutralising the Voo apon

5

LR TR A W L S B R . O - . - e . - . . - e e e e
. - L% e T AT . AN N AT AL S .o - e e T
] .. . e S T T R T T S S S YL P B A L PP AP Y
- * LR CIRNR IR Y] I I IR T I ST TR _~‘-_. L T T T M S SR



..........

bases in the Pas de Calais. Patton was to continue hiv sautwarq move, at
least as far ag Rheims, and to link up with the Anvil /Dragoon forees advaneing
up the Rhone wvslley toward the Vosges, The bulk of Bradley%s fuel tonnage way
&llocated to the Frst Arny, so that Patton was given enougzh fuel to Join the
battle but not to win it.u

The advance sgreed on by Oeneral Eisenhover Tinally got underway on 29
Augunt e By which dats Pattonls spearhoads wers already approaching Rheina,
huving mannged to storm aeross the Marne, Thres days later his mobile columns
would de across the Neuge, tut stallad fer lack of fuel, Only thirty miles
ahead of them lay the Moselle, just one more river on the way to the Rhine.’

a ) tio

After the defeat in Normandy, and as a result of the terridle losses
suffared during the Russian vumeer offensive, under x nornal political syatem,
Goruany shoald have sued for peags, Nothing, however, was further from the
nind of the Fushrer, who in nideAusust wag aAlresdiy considering a coanteroffenms
sive that was to ORerge ms the Ardennes attnck in Docenbor.6

At the beginnins of Septenber, shortly befere he wag relisved of command ,
Modsl received o get of instructions that vero indicative of German strategy,
These esphasixed Hitlerts Yetand or holi* dootrins, which had led to the loas
o7 80 many troops in isolatsi pockets and had net succeeded in halting Al14ed
adivances, The enemy was to be held in a general defensive battle in front of
the Westwall to sain time go that 1t could be made ready, Accordings te
Hitlar, success here ¥ould mean that the Netherlande could ve retained and
Gernan territory wonld net he Occupied, Allded aircraft vYould be left ay far
avAy a8 possible, and even 1f Antwerp wore to be lost, Qerman Posnsgsion ef
the north bank of the Scholdt would rendar the approaches uselessy, Finally,

the vital Ruhr gnd Saar induetrisl and »ining aroas would be rctninod.?
6
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ZIhind Army and XX Geype
o The Battle of Metx was fought by thu X Corps which was part 2f the Third
b Arny cormanded by General George 8, Patton, At the ond of Augnet, the Third
Aruy consisted of J1h,814 officers and men divided into nine divisions, two of
which werse armored., By this time, the Third Army was a close=knit fighting
orgunization flushed with vietory and eager for the kill. The XX Corps was
companded by General Walton H. Walker snd consintad 3f three divisionas, the
5th and 90th Infantry, and the 7th Armored. None of the three divisions had
suffered excessive casualties during the purguit of Germany across lrnnco.a
On 1 September 194, the Third Army suffered the humiliation of runmning
out of fuel, However, by 5 September, the situation had improved somewhat
and Osneral Bradley sgaim assigned the Rhine at Frankfurt as ths Third Aray
asbjactive as soon ss the Westwall could be breached, Immediately as the cone
foronce was over, Patton isgusd his orders, General Wa.ker with XX Corps was
to attack eastward in two rhasews=first, to estadblish a bridgehead over the
Moselle, andi seccrdi, to cross the Rhine.? At no tine was any mention mads of
expectod Oerman opposition, it was assumed that the (lermans vould make some

gort of stand at the Westwall, which General Patton thought would be bresached

easily by armor.lo

Armed with his orders, Generral Walker rushed back ¢¢ his hesdquarters and
isoued verbal messagzes that were followed the next morning by Field Order No,
10, upon which the tirst stage of the Metx battle was baged, It stated, “Third
Y, 8, druy sttacks to seize erossinzs over the Rhine River between Mannheim and
Codlank.” The nisxion of XX Corps wag first to weixe & crossing over tha
Mowelle mnd then to empture Motz ani Thionville, Second, they were to cross
the Khine in the vicinity of Mains ani prepare to advance to Prankfurt, The

individual units were assisned wmissions as follows: The 3rd Cavalry group was
?

..........



eordered t0 reconnoiter to the Rhine without delay aml the ?7th Armored Division
was to advance eas® in multirle columns; seire crossings ever the Rhine, The
Sth Infantry Division was to capture Mets and then comtimme to advance to the
Rhine, while Thionville vas sssigned to the S0th Imfantry,l!

At this state of the campaign, the XX Corps and the American Army had run
out of detailed maps and were using mostly 1:100,000 Michelin road maps. The
fortifications around Netx and Thionville were marked on some of the maps used
By XX Corps, but nobody hmd any idea of the type, design, or actual sites of
the forts. Souwe apprehension was felt, tut the general tesdency was to hope
for the best and to dismiss the forss as probably obsolete and incapable of

offaring determined resistance, The svents of the next ten days virtually
12

altared this view,

Directly opposing General Pattonts forces was the German First Aray. On
6 September the commanier, General vom der Chevallerie waa rotired on grounds
of "11lhealth” and replaced by General Otto von Knobelsderf, Ths latter had
had considerable experiemce ag & corps commanier in Russia and was known to
be beth » tough fighter and an optimist, Uis Army, togethar with the Hineteenth
Army immedimtely to the south, was placed under the sommand of Army Group €
and General Blnkwun.u

During the last days of sagust, the German Pirst Army had pulled back
behinl the Meuse with its forces totally shattered and on the run, From the
retroat, only nine battalions of infantry, two batteries ef field artillery,
ten tanks, and & munber of antiaireraft and antitank guns had been retrieved.
Reinforcementy in the ciﬁpo of elements of the Ird and Sth Paaxer Grenadier
Divisions had arrived from Italy in time to see action im the Verdun~Commerey

Ares, and the remaining troops of these units wers in position along the
8
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Mogelle by 2 Septemder. 1In addition there was the exhansted 17th S8 Panxer
Greaadier Division, which was in the Firet Army area for refitting, Parts of
this unit were thrown in to form an outpost line to the wegt of Mety, asiride
the wain read from Vard\m.u

Directly facing General Walkerts X Corps, on the Moselle betwean Netx
and Thionville, was the German LXXXIT Corps, commanded by the artillery gener=
al, Johann Simnimbder, American intellizence had estimated that the snemy
¥ould not aske a stand on the Moselle, but would retire to the prepared posis
tions of the Westwall alons the German frontier, This proved to be a false
estimate, for as early as 24 Avgust, Hitler had issued orders for the Prepare~
tion of defenses in advanee of the Westwall, In the Mouslle segtor, flauleiter
Burckel was empowered to call up the eivilian population fer the gonstruetion
of defense works, and orders wore also given for the resonditioning of the
0ld fortifications of Metx and Thieaville,lS

Sometime tovard the end of July 1944, Lieutenant deneral Walther Krauge
was appointed to command Division No, 462 im Metr, At the time, this unit
Was nothing more than & headquarters with a neminal ataff, responasidle for
the various military schools and training and replecement units in the Nety
area, Thoy were engaged in such matters ss the reorientation of eonvalescents
and the care of wounded prior to diseharge. The officers ani NGO!e of the
division were oither unfit or overage, and neme of the units were in any vway
ready for conbut.16

On 2 September, Krsuss was appointed fortress commander by General Sinn-
huber (LXXXI! Corps), However, on 7 September the higher commani eehelon
changed t0 the XII1 83 Panwer Corps and assumed responsibility fer the sector
from Thionville to south of Mets. This was $8 Corps only in name as the bulk

of the troops were normal army unitu.17
9
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General Krause took control of tha rondblocks and set to work to sssemble
s fighting ferce capable of defending the city, His division had twe infantry
training battalions immediately availadle plus mis¢ellaneous specinlists, tut
by the beginnimg of Japtemder he managed to form a three=regiment division,
which consisted of the Officer Candidate Regiment, the 1010th Segurity Regi-
mont, and the NGO School of Military District X11,18

The Officer Candidate Regiment was commanded by Colomel von Sisgreth, and
the unit was mainly composed of the cadets of an officer training sehool,
They numbered seme 1,800, moet of whom had been commissioned as lisutenants
on passing their examinations at the beginning of September, The regiment
was filled out with some 1,500 sundry troops who had been gathered in from
the retreatinz columns to give a total combat strength of 3,300 experienced
wor, }?

The 1010th Security Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Richter,
hai retroated from France and consisted of twe underwstrength battalions.
The personnel were mostly overage and their combat efficlency vas lov.zo

The NCO Sehool of Military District XI1, commanded bWy Colonel Wagner,
was formed into a regiment of some 1,500 men who had been attending various
courges. Erause rated their efficiency as high, although they had never
before fought together as 8 combat unit.21

in addition to the above three regiments, the two replacement battalions
belopging to the division were stationed on the east bank of the Moselle to
the south of the city. There they were joined by & battalion formed from the
voraonnel of the §S Signal 8ehool = known as "Battalion Berg,* after its

cormander, Initially, artillery was almost nonexistent. consisting of two

battslions Of & replacement vailt srmed with Bussian 7.5¢6m cannon, snd with no

transport of ite own, The only reinforeement received was s battery of four
10




o
10,5mm guns,
genoral Krause deployed the bulk of his foraes around the western fortiw

22

fied salient, On the right, the 1010th Security Regiment held the line facing
north between the Feves Ridge and the Meselle, In the center, the NCO School
was spread between 8t, Privat amd Verweville. The grea from Verneville te

the river at Auo~sur-Nosealle was held by the 0fficer Candidate Regiment %o

whon the bulk of the artillery was assigned,?3

On 5 Septembter, OB Wesl estimated that there was the equivalent of four
and 2 half divisions available for the Mets=Thionville sector, They were
positionod cn the eastern bank, except for the fortified salient to the west
of Netx, The divisions were a mixture of odd battallons and "burntecut®
regiments, largely without vehicles, heavy weapons, and armor, Thelr state
of training and efficiency varied consideradly, from excellent to terridle,

However, there was a front of unite, es General Walkerts men were to discover

when they resamed their udvnnce.Z“

11



L1l RNVIEN OF TRE ZACTICAL SITVAZION

A. Zhe Ares of Operatione

(1) Climatc and Weather

%he plan to reduce the fortresses of Metzx was destined to be greatly
altored, Even before it wvas initiated the weather had changed the plan mate~
rially., Steady sautumn rains blanked out the medium and heavy air bombardment
that was scheduled to soften up the Motz defenses, Serving to exacerbate the
slready unfavorable situation, the Meselle River began to rise over its bu...s
und £111 adjacent flood plains. A feint had to de establighed at a secondary
crossing site at Ackange because of the risk of crossing the swellen Moselle
at Koenigsmacher as originally planned, Due to the extreme flooding along
the Moselle, it waes feared that th. element of surprise associated with the
degaption plan was lost because of the nesessity to conduct a safe river
crossing operation,

(2) Terrain {OCOKA)

Complete surprise was impossible tc achieve due to the excollently
positioned obgervatiom posts ani fields of fire from the cuter ring of forts.
Adiltionally, Oerman infantry soldiers were deployei ms far out as possitle
from the forts thﬁmolvn.?5

As regards cover and concealment: Across from the 90th Infantry Divi-
egion'y crossing area, Fort Koenigsmacher and the ridge line of Maginot forts
commanded the entire crossing ares and provided the enemy with excellent
observation., The tactical effect of the area of operations clesrly favored
the enemy. The terrain virtually dictated the effective placement of obser-
vation posts anmi influenced the ability of the Germans to exercise surveillance

of critical areas of the bdattlefield, Typically, the Forest of Cattenom

provided an assembly area for the initial river crossing operation to be
12
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executed by the 90th Infantry Divieion., The area was Jocated on the forward
slopes of the valley hills, Between the forest and Moselle River, the ground
was devoid of cover and complotely under direat observation from the enemy
held high ground east of the river, This observation wulneradility prompted
the planning of the movement into the forest and the subsequent asssult from
the woods to oecur under the cover of darkness, The nstural defenses of tie
city vere formidable, The city is located in & looping bend of the Moselle
shat provides a water barrisr to the iorth and west, and & tributary, the
fin1lle, flows in from the South, Steep hills on three aides of the city form
a shallew dovwl further enhancing the defense of the fortress. Narrov and
twisting valleys disect this dowl iato four distinet defensive areas.
The Fort System

The first complete cirecle of forts and fortified groups that afforded
the cuter defense of Metz consisted of 15 positioms. Om occupation of the
forts in 1940 by the Cermans, the outer ring fortifications were improved. A
military eignal center wus installed at Fort 5t. Quentin connecting the forti-
fied groups. Actual repair lagged as g result of German victories, The forts
of Girordin and Sion were linked by tunnels and supported by bunkers, pill-
boxos, armored observation posts, heavily reinforced casemates, minefields
snd a trench system that extended comrletely around the crest of some of the
pajor hills of the city, Two Z10mm guns were inatalled on thes west bank of
the Moselle at Fort St. Quentin along with a protective, modern, revolving,
armored observation post., Several 105zm self-propelled guns and anti~tank
gung were also installed in the area, Concrete~reinforoed caves dug into the
side of tho hill were to protect the roving self-rropelled gans when the guns

were not in use, Xxtensive, deliberate field fortification work was also
26

done on the remainder of the 12 forts,
13




fhe second complete outer belt of 28 forts and fortified groups, located
on the rim of a wheel of hills approximately six miles out from the lmb of the
city of Mets, was composed of permanemt fortifications, The forts of this
group vere essentially fortified artillery positions, as distinguished from
the inner belt, whose forts were primarily used as infantry strongpoints,
There were no planned fields of fire from the forts proper for direct fire of
sutomatic wempons, Instesd, an inter=defensive system of fire was dovised
whereby the deep momts that surrounded esech fort or fortified group wers
covered by interlocking fields of sutomatic fire which effectively barred any
iafantry crossing, 7The German infantry positions protecting these highly
fortified artillery positions were set up quite a distance out from the forts
themselves in an allw=around security design,

7o prevent high velocity direct fire weapons from destroying the gun em—
Flacements, the Metz forts were generally underground with their large ealiber
guns firing from round, revolving, steel turrets that protruded above groumd
level, Underground passsges linked the various forts so that coumter-battery
artillery fire was ineffective and only a direct hit on a turret dy an serial
bomb of 1,000 pounds, or more, would silence the position., Attackinz in-
fantry on one fort proved ineffective, The German defender merely went
underground while the attacking iafantry received heavy artillery bombardment
from the supporting Cerman forts and artillery ponitionl.z7

Each fortress accommolated 2,000 to 3,000 men along with a crew of 150
to 200 men for emch battery, The comsmunications system was excellent and was
designed to provide the defenders of one fort with direct communications with

other forts as well as indiiract communications with each fort via a central

telephone exchange in Metx,

The terrain of the Moselle River region forms one of the finest natursl
1k




barriors, The riverfs swift waters cut a natural breastwork of abrurt slopes
or wvastern banks, To the east of the Moselle the banks are dominated by
hi. . that have been cot out of the land by tritutary stresms, chiefly the
Seille and Nied Rivers, Throughout the entire area, the hills and ridges
formed Ly these rivers are steep and heavily wooded, These facts proved tlat
Motz was the purfect site fer fortifications on dominating terrain formed by
the convergence of these rivers,

The imposing doudble belt of forts and fortified groups that ringed the
naturally fortified city of Nets were carefully ani eleverly emplaced so that
full defensive advantage of the dominating terrair eould be utilized., 1In all,
there were 43 fortified areas or forts, with 128 artiliery pieces of large
celiber emplaced around Metz, These were exclusive of the Maginot Line fortie

fications, the forts around Thionville and the Siegfried Line.?a

Fort Guentrange was northvest of Thionville and was occupied by the 90th
Infantry Division in its September sweep east to the Moselle River, After the
attack, 1t wags vacated and left in good comdition by the Germans retiring east
of the Moselle, Its elght 100mm French guns, vnow manned by the cannoneers
from XX Corps Artillery, later played an important part in the assavlit against
the Mets fortified rcglon.29

The terrain alomg with the German held ferts om high ridge lines and hill
tops forced the infantry and armor of the XX Corps to eanslixe their attacks

betweon ridege lines of hilly and heavily wooded terrain,

R, COMPARISON OF OPPOSING FORCES

Strength sud Qowpogition
U.S, Forces consigted of elements of the Third U,S. Army, eommanded by

L?C George 8. Patton, Jr., and supported by elements of the XIX Tactical Alr

Command., The battle on the ground was fought by men of two of the Third
15
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Arny's corps., (Map A, Third U.B, Army Situatien),

The XX Corps, in the north, commanded by NG Walker, contributed the
units who did the bulk of the fighting fer the final reduction of Mets, 1In
the far north, TP Polk and the 83d Infantry Diviasion held defensive posi=
tions, The 90%h Infantyy Divislon, commanded by MG Jumes A, VanFleet, vas
assenbled west of the Moselle River for an intended encirelement from the
north, Tho 10th Armor Division was positioned teo breakout to the rear of
Mety, The 95th Division, sommanded by MG H, L. Twaddle, directly opposed the
city of Metx, The 5th Infantry Division, commanded by MG W, H. He Norris wae
positioned south of Mets teo encirsle from that flank. Additionally, TF Bacenm,
commanded by Q0L R, L. Bacon and comprised of 95th Division units, was formed
after the initisl river crossings in the north, The 3d Cavalry Regiment elso
played & major role in cembat and in the Corpst deception schemes prior to
the battle,

The XI1 Corps, in the south, ¥as commanded by MG Mantem 8., Zddy. Kddy's
forces hal fought well to gaim their initial positions alomg the Moselle
River, but their participation im the agtual reduction ef Mets was limited,
They were poised to breskout to objectives along the Saar River and further
east on the Magimot Line and the WestWall, Major cerps units were the Lth and
6th Armor Divisions amd the 26th, 35th and 80th Imfantry Divisions,

Opposing forges for the Metz battle consisted of slements of the LXXXI]
Corps of the Pirst (German) Army, The 4623 Vollesgrensdier (VG) Divisiem oo
cupied the city itself, whiie the 416 VO Division, 19tb VO Division, and the
1010th Security Regiment held the lines to the north, In the scuth 224 Forw
tregs Regiment und the 4624 Tusilier Battalion held the limes with the 17th
S8 Hanger firensdier Division to the rear in the south, While the Allies
possessed air superiority during the battle, limited luftwaffe asupport im the

way of recomnaissance was received,

16
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U8 Yorces:
Ordor of Bauttle, Composition:

THIRD Ue8, ARMY

» 'y . » " »
XX Corpa

S5th Iaf Div 7¢th Armor Div
24 Inf Regt 6CA
10th tnf Regt 48]
11th Inf Regt GCR

90tk Inf Div 10th Armor Div
357 Inf Regt eCA
1858 Inf Regt eoB
359 Inf Regt OCR

95th Inf Div 34 Cav Gp
377 inf Regt 6th Oav Op
378 Inf Regt 11034 Cht Engr Gp
379 Inf Regt 1139th Cbt Engr op
™ Bacon 5th Rangoy Bn

XIT Corpse

26th Inf Div 4th Armor Div
101st Inf Regt CCA
104th Inf Regt ¢CB
928th Inf Regt COR

35th Taf Div 6th Armor Tiv
1%th Tuf Regt CCA
137th Inf Regt (CB
320%h Iaf Regt GCR

80th Inf Div 2d Cav Op
317th Inf Regt 106th Cav 0Op
318th Inf Regt 1117th Cbt Engr Op
719th Inf Regt 1135th ¢bt Bngr GD
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GERMAN ORUNR OF BATTLE
COMPOSITION

LXXXII GORPS

19TH VOLXS GHENADIER D1V,

b16TH DIV,

k62 VOLXS (RENADIER DIVe

25T PANZER GRENADIMR DIV,

106TH PANZER BDB

17TH 58 PANZER GRENADIER DIV,
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Jechnolesy
Technology of the opposing forces was fairly evenly matohed, Large

weapons systems did not play a major role, for the battle was fought moxtly
by infantry units or on & small unit dasis.

U.S. Porces had been umpleasantly surprized by the Metx wrea fortress
defenses during the Septeaber dattles., They had strived for an improvonont
in thetir river erossing metheds and fortress reduction twchniques in the
intorim period, Plans and blueprints of the foris were finally supplied to
U.S. foreos ani assisted in an understuniing of the comstruction aad connec-
tivity of the strongpoints,

During the Octoder lull, Gerama Forces hai made mome improvenents to the
fortifications, They had stopped well short of real improvement and many
forts were umnmanned or undermanned ani sevaral important gun positions were
inoperative, The eastern sector was eapacially deficient in repair,

Nevertheless, 1.3, Forces in the Third Army wero faced with a formidable
obstanls which would have to be sleared fort by fort, buildimg by bduildinag.

A large civilian population in Metx preclwied on both a political and morale
basle the use of heavy bombing, slthough this type of bombing had proved anm
succossful sgainst the Metx fortifications. The large civilian population
also provided FFI forces to the Allies and sywpathizers and fifth columnists
to the fGQermans,

koristical wnl Adminietrative Sveten

*2411 throush Auguat General Pattonts determination to override every
obatacle and contimue to advance had so inspired his army that it had vioclated
with impunity many an sccepted tactical or logistical dictum and had gurpassed
the most sanguine >xpaetations of success. The totul impact of thegs suo-

cossas could not but disrupt & system of supply based on tho expestation of &
20
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rore gradusl and evenly paced advance scross Pranco,*3°
Remquire
U.S. == The U.8, forgces needed fuel and artillery: 2,000 tons of smmu=
nitlon per day; 20,000 shells per day; rifles; antitank guns;: riflen; tires;
naintenance partsj bridge crossing equipment; explosives; fortification
mounting equipment; river crossing equipment; ond as winter set in, blankets,
warm clothing andi shoes, Vitnl spars parts vere niasing and maps were sorely

neodod.31
Germans == The Jermans mainly needed antitank weapons, artillery, gasoliae,

tanks, smmunition, rations and potable water, and concrete and steel to rein=
force their fortificatioms,’?
vailability of Clagseg of

U.S., == At the outset no supplies were readily availabls, The demand for
fuel had grounl the Third Aray to & complete halt, The Fifth Infantry Divie-
gion had only 2,000 gallons of fuel of which half was needed just feor
cooking.33

Maps wers not available since the planners had not antiecipated the need
g0 quickly., Thereforas, there was no idea of the type, design or actual sites
of the forts, let alons the inside torttficationl.sh

By 20 Septembar there was a chronic shortage of artillery amnpunition: 7
rounds per gun for 155t and about the same for 105's. Water was getting
short and ammunition bezan to run out, No vehicles hal deen able to erows
the river ewen up to 12 November; therefors, no bangalors torpesdoss and ongim
neer squipment normally needed for tackling forts were available, The desired
artillery exponiiture of 60 rounds per weapon par day had been reauced to .4

rounds per day == m zrand totel of 553 rounds for the ontire Third Army,>>

1t was mainly due to the lack of aumunition that the initial aseault on Moty
21




had to be called off,

Nasoline was 368,000 gallons short on 30 Auguat 1944 and had there not
been a lull in fighting during the month of Octobar to build up supplies, the
Novenber offensive could not have begun,

By November the critical needs vere explosives and fuels. The weather
made it impossidle to bridge the river and any supplies brought up to the
fort had to be hand earrier secrowz by engzineers ani infantry already heavy
1aden with their noraal bdattle equipment, personal weapons and ammunition.

After the second full day of fighting in November, still no tanks or
tank destroyors had made 1t to gho esanst bank, so the only support was from
artillery vorking in mud up to their kees and firing arouni the cloek,

Qermsns w= NMogt of tho forts lacked usable guns, amwunition and fire
control apparatus, Only Fort Drianmt had its fized batteries functioning by
6 September, They also found problems with a lack of barbed wire and mines,
Apart from personal wespons ani a fev mortars, firepower at Fert 8+, Quentin
conaisted omly of two heavy infantry howitzers, The two 80mm mortars were
out of smminition,3®

Due to the need of buildins up for the later Ardennes’s offensive, the
forcos at Motz had a low fill priority and wero very lov in asssult guns and
tank destroyors, During the October lull, only one and one half rounds per
gun pey day weres made avallabdle,

Artillery regiments wers in fairly good shape, although the mamber of
field pieees was ganerally well below the complement of the American division
artillery, The 17th S8 Division was lackinz mest of its tanks and asasault
guna,

By 21 Hoveabar, food was in ghort supply as was water., Tinally, & combie

nation of the lack of both items foreed them to zive in, As Golomel Vogel had
22




said, he rofused to surrender uwntil ferced to do 80 or by having his food or

anmunition run ant.37

FROCUREMENT. AND DISTRIBUTION
At the initial phuse in September the greatost difficulties wers with

the Third Army. Having outrun the lines of communication which extended all
the way back to Normandy. Since no closer ports had been opened, ani recaive
ing third priority, since the main effort was going to Montgomery in the north
and etockpiling to support MarkewteOarden, the Third Army was in dire straite.
¥With no knowledge of the fortifieations and insdequate artillery available,
ecoupled with the wiverse weather which pravented adequate air support and made
the river impassable as vell as causing any loegistical support to be swallowed
in & quazmire, the likelihood of guccess in September was poor to nome, On
the other handi, the Germans im the fortifications faced a sueh better position,
Despite their shortages the prescnce of elits troops, moral and physical
strength derived from steel and concrete, even in ocutdated fortifications and
the poasession of ground that favored the defenier were factors vhich greatly
swung to the side of the ferman forces at the outset of conflicte in Septenmber,

Additionally, trains still ran in to Metx until 17 November. Despite
the glow resupply to them dus to the priority fill going te the antieipated
Ariennes offenuive,the lines of communication faversd the Germans,

Bridging equipmeunt and heavy engineer stores for the Third Army vere
scattered in trucks that had run dry alonz the lime of advance, Bridging
trains were not moved up until 6 Sopto-bor.38 Due to the lagk of fuel,
smmunition could not be movad up and the appalling weather only compounded
the problem while the opponents were generally warm anl snug in their perme~

nent smplacements,

The Germans wers given little aild since men and uwaterial were being
23




shuntsd to the north for tha great counteroffensive, Ac a mattuer of fact,
Balek commented, “1 have never commanded such jumbled up and badly equipped
troopu.“” Of courss this commont came just prior to the U,8, major thrust
in Novembor after Mets had been forged to relinquish the "elite* troops amd
wags being refilled with troops having as little as one week's tralnins and
receiviaz a low fill priority for arms and ammunition., Hundreds of train
leads were diverted to support the buildup for the Ardennes offenaive., Durw
ing the Octeber lull, proper steps had not been taken to snsure an adequate
supply for Mets, fonsequently, as the November attack began, they only had
enough food availadle for 2 days. Oround resupply had met the interdieting
power of our air ferce, and by 17 Novemter the trains wers cut off, The
attempts to resupply by alr failed to comnest when the very item needed for
identification (flares) wvas part of the critical lhortugo.“o

The American plan had been to duild small reserves by the first of Nevem
ber., Market Garden denied logisticel support for the Third Aray and the bdasis
mothod of delivery for all supplies and equipment was using the Red Ball ex~
press in which it took three trucks for every single trip to the fronta‘u“
Patton'y main means of obtaining supplies and equipment was by using the "Roek
Soup method; asking for bits and pileees and using it up 8o he would fereo the
hand of his superiorsg in providing hin more, They wero able to confiscats a
largze stores of Argentine beef and fucl, Though low grade, it was enough to

push abead for a few d.ayl.“'z

¥With no rail availahble, porta hundreis of miles eway, no forward logisti=
cal support points, confiscation, austerity and use of the resupply trucks
wore the primary weans for U.8, procurement, In Nevember, air resupply de-

1ivered 1800 E=rations, 46,000 rounis of ,50 calibre azmunition and wedical

supplies, Air resupply contimied to g’: s major resource throughout the
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conflict, It was not until 18 November that the first supplies were brought
in by road anl landing strips wers cleared and able to evacuste ¢he more
seriously wounded, Large stocks of engineer squipment and spegial supplies

for dealing with fortifications were built up durias the Octobder 1u11.“’

IRANSFORTAZION

Since beth the Third U,3. Army and the First Uerman Army wer2 given a
rather 10w priority, transportation was inadsguate to support either. The
Red Ball express transported fusl ani supplies from surply dumps near the inm
vasion beaches end ports, Howaver, their incressingly longer trips deereased
the amount of fuel that could be drought to the combat units. Rail lines
wore not eponed to Mets until Doconbor.““

Weather hui s significant impact on both foreea, slowing the trancpert
for the U.S. and csusing sickuess for the herses which were used tc draw mueh
of the forwari field artillery to de used by ths Germaas,

At close range during the final reduction of Netx in Wovombder, U.S8,
efforts to comstruct rafts to crous the river were frustrated and overturased,
dumping contante into the river, The first briige was not completed until
12 November, thus enatling the heaiquarters ani medical facilities to move
inte Fort Yutsz. Two platoons of tank destroyers and a mumber of matimtank
guns erossed tn the east Lank, and earrying parties brought over the mmch
needed sxplosivas and desolition squipment, Up until this time, however,

transportation was totally inndeqnato.“5

Trainloads of assorted guns, mainly Italian "booty," were brought in te
the Cermans on 15 Névember, Ammuniticn, however, was scares. Motor tractors
were virtually nonexistent and there was & grave shortage of horses, Due to
the lack of transportation the Germans lucked artiliery, antitank veapsns,

water ani were down to only 18 days of ratioms by wid November, Bread,
25




potatoes, ealt and coffes wers soarce,
SUPPLY _INSTAILATIONS AL TERNIMALS

The theater was virtually deveid of airfields. Cliess pers fasilities
were not available and supplies had to be shipped over land from the initial
beaches at ports st Normendy., Allied strategy called for a halt on the Seine
to build up stocks, follewed by & systematic advance, The spestacular
success of the Third Army could not be kept up with, and success of allied
tactical bombers nad smashed the railway network,

The rapid advance of armored c¢olumns meant that the burden thrown on air-
field construction agencies vas much grester than the capacities of the
organirations which had been set up. Opening a port at Antwerp was the main
order of the day ani eonsidered to be the only way to support the drive to~
ward the Rhine, Only the port at Cherbourg was functioning. Brest, Calais
and Tunkirk were still in German hands. Iespite the opening of Antwerp, it

‘\
- could not help the eastward move of the Third Army through the Lorraino.“7

By 5 Novewber sumpliss of gasoline and rations were in sound condition
due primarily to the opening of new railheads directly behind the front line,
but tires and diesel fuel were atill im short supply. The petroleum pipeline
opened to Alomon was some help, tut it could handle only relatively small

amounte,

EVACUATION AND SALVAGE BYSTEM

Oneo again due to the comdinstion of low prierity for combat service
support, vapid movement ef thes combat forces, $nability to provide fuel,
direction of effort toward the north, and finally the destruction of rail
linee and the worrisome weathsr complete with its knee~deep mud and flooding

rivers, there was no way the battlefield evacuation and salvage system could

work, Virtually no vehicles were rotuznod for salvage and only patienta
2
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desperately in need of hospitaliration were able to be evacuated until late

r in November during the final reduction of Metm, Until then thore were a

F‘ number of reports of the dead and wounded being piled up.ua

- MAINTENANCE

- With the poor state of even the mest hasic logistical support, maintenance

support was virtually nonexistent, Any vehicle that broke down wam ruthleasly
g bulldoxed off the road, Vehicles were in urgent need of ropalr, casualties
had to be replseed, and squirment overhauled long defore such services vere
: avuilu.ble.“g
INFAGT OF SHONTAGES

By 1 Septumber, the main foroe of the Third U,8. Army's XX Corps had run
out of zasoline at Verdun, If they had had fuel, the XX Corps would have
rushed on to Mety, and, probably would have sealed it off with a regimental

nire force and contirusd to push on to the Rhine, As it was the delay in
A
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receiving fuel allowed the Cermans to reinforce Mets and thereby retulse the
first attoxpt to attack in early September., Inexperience in attacking fortis
fied positions and lack of adequate air suppert vere probably the primary
rasgons for the initiml lack of success of the American forces, However,
the caliber and training of the young officers~ir~iraining at Mets wers a

formidable obutacle,

‘ With the supply priorities geared to a broad front and first priority
z0ing to Montgomery and the First Army, along with instructions that no mere
g sgerensive action be permitted beyond what the maintenunce situation would

' support after the full requirements of the main effert had been met, the Third
Arpy drive forward had little chance for succoss, O

‘,. The shortage of fuel stopped the mdvance, The shortage of artillery snd
. air support blunted the success of the attack as did the absence of maps and
;:;f 27
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special materials nseded to overcome fortifications, Lack of heavy bridging
squirment and ability to oross the awollen river made it virtually impossible
to mecomplish the imitial assault on Mets, The Qstoder lull provided an op=
portunity to meke up for these and other shortcomings, thereby making 1%
possidle to successfully defeat the Germans at Motz in November,

On the other hand, had the Germans had the proper prierity i peraonnel
and logistical support as well as improved the fortification aswets, they
could very likely have repulsed the Third Aray sdvance, As it was, they did
not have the priority or the logistical support and finally, due to a lack
of artillery and antimwrmer capability, eoupled with the sealing off of their

1ines of communication, they wers forced to surronder.

U.8, Forces were well organized for the Metr battle. 7The commandsrs and
staffs bad been preparing for the final reduction since the September battles.
A realignment of forces had positioned the Infantry divisions sgainst Netx
while the Armor units were poised to exploit te both the north and ths south,
Additionsl engineer support bhad been positioned for the river crossings and
enginesrs and infantry were trained and organized to reduce the fortifications
with explosives,

Communications were gemerally satisfactory, elthough deficienciss existed
on both sides., U.8. wire communications were frequently interrupted by enexy
shelling and the destruction of one bridee severed commercial circuits across
the Megelle., A lack of communications for command prozpted the formation of
TF Bacon on the east side of the Moselle early in the battle,

The Germans relied primarily on wire within the protection of the fortress
system, Destructicn of this aystem wss sccowplished only by eliminating the

communications centers scattered through the fortresses, Many enemy units
28

...........................................

..................



[P

& B

S L.

L N
2 LI

- «“_‘t_'l_'

A ISR

A4 S0 U P

a

fought on without comsmuanications.

Command 0f the German Forces was fair, but vas hampered by a lack of
rlanning and uncertainty of the fortress! mission, Additionally, many exm=
parienced of ficers and NCOls from the units within Metx had been reassigned
during the October lull, Not until one day before the U.8. offeneive was it
decided by the German hizh command to hold the city, Nevertheless, Cenersl
Baleh, commanding the Gorman Corps, had foressen the sacrifice of Met:., He
hai therefore not committed his precious tanks or asssult guns to the city.
¥hen the deeision to hold the city was finally made, there was not time to
reinforece with men and equipwent and the commaniers were left to fight with
what they hsd on hand, To add to the confusion, General Imebbe, communiing
the Mety Fortress, suffered a stroke., He was raplaced ox 14 November by
Genoral Kittel, who had formerly commanded the 49th VG Division,
ZOCIRINE AND TRAINIMG

The losses suffered by Third Army units during the September battles had
cauged & rethinking in tactics and training during the Octobter lull ir the
battle. This break in the fighting allewed U,5, units to efficiently train
units which had to undergo major replacement and reconstitution operations.

Superior U,S, personnel strength allowed units to be rotated te the rear
for rest and training, XX Corps conducted courses on Floating Balley bridges,
river crossing, explosives, fortress reduction, snd hovse~torhouse fighting
immediately preceding the Novewber eoffensive, Retating units to the fromt
again slloved green troops to experience combat before the actual Jumpoff,

Gterman Forces were not as lucky, Although they outmumbered U,S3. Forces
in number of unite, their strength and training were well dewn, Opposing U,S.

Torces kept up patrolling and artillery, thus preventing msjor rest or rets-

tion operations, Good training was hampered by a lack of skilled leaders and
29




supplies, While U,8, Yorces had introduced twe nmew divisions into the Netz
ares during Octebur, the Sermans hsd actually allewed their defensive con-
dition to gravely deteriorate,

Iike U.8. Forces, the Germans had suffered tremendous easumlties during
the September fighting. They, however, vere hamperad in reconstitution by a
severe lack of manpower, Overall in Nets, German Forges were dova to 14,000,
while the 4624 VO Divisiom was dovn to less than 7,000, Reecent replacaments
were oversgze and poorly traimed, and the lack of good leaders further hindered
adiitional training, The 416 VG Division and the 19th VO Division were both
unier strength snd undertrained with many new replssements, Only the 17th 88

Panzer Division and the 25th Panzer OGrenadier Division were good fighting

units, and both were pushed east as Metx was squeezed off,

N Deception played a major role immedistely prier to the offensive, XX
Corpal relocation 0f the 90th Division to an assenbly areas in the nerthern
sector prior to ths battle was & successful large~scale deception opsration,
Dumny guns sud rubber dummies were left om the line alomg with limited resl
woupons ani men, Soundsdegeption units provided realism, and false radio
traffic was provided, From their assembly areas, 90th Division units condueted
recous of their river erossing sites with false vehicle bumper sarkings amd

borrowed shoulder insignis, This complicated scheme, which relecated an

_ entire division just a few miles from the fleraans, was effective and achieved
surprise during the subsequent sttuk.s 1

3 LIETELLIGRIGE

! P

7 The U.5, Armyls 3d Cavalry Squadron conducted the initial ground recom-
Ej naissanes to the cast and morthesst in the diraction of Netx snd Thiomville,
‘.“f

v Ohservation posts were established everlooking the Moselle Hiver eight miles
D

- from Metx, These reccnnaissance elemants obtained information that the
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Gersans were hastily organizing to defend Metx and the Memselle River Line,
The fortress system around Mets was to be used as the basis for this defense,
and the loss of Metz to the advanciag American Ferge was to he prevented, To
the north eof Metx German Torges were observed setting up & defengive screen
west of the Moselle in the Thionville area.

Numereus diserganized German units, after falling back in confusion from
the XX Corps offencive, were ebgerved withdrawing towards Mets as & rallyisg
point,

There was a permsnoent Germen garrison, the 4624 Mobilization Division,

It consisted of an officer caniidate school, Regiment VI, » mumber of battale

) tons of the Stellung type incorporated inte a regimental organisatiom, and
h the 1010th Security Regiment, remnants of which had fallen back on the city
after their previous stand on the Seims River, This unit vas manning statie
defenses in Metz, The 17th S8 Panser CGrensdier Division, whiek had fallen

back frem positions in the vieinity eof RTAIN, was assigned the defense of the

Ve oY
A
’

gone southwest of Mets, In the Thionville sector, on the north, the 559th

I:: Infantry Division wvas mobilized to defend the Moselle line and to delay west
of Thionville as long as possidble, The objeet of the delay in ferce at Metx
was to establish & hinge on which to organixe the center of tho vestera fromt.

The XX Corps had 1ittle information regarding the military stremgth of

Metr, Their rapidity of advancenment had alloewed no time to gather and die-
ceninate imformation em the fortress system or the availability of troops to
defend it, Maps svailable to U,S. forces showed neither the fortifications
' nor the details of the terrainm,’?

Prom the German perspective, the defense of Metx could best be accom-
plished by ecncentrating forces east of the Moselle River line, and the forte
. west of the river were used chiefly for delaying purposes only, Metx itself
31
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wonld Ve used s an administrative center to direct and repulse the sdvancing
Americans, later, Mety would be used as a concontration point for amxmnition
and weapons to arm the counteroffensive which was to be organized behind the
Moselle River line, Hewever, Hitler directed that all forts, including those
west of the Moselle, be manmed, improved where possidle and held at all coets.
¥Work was btegun on these positions and as mary artillery pleees as possible
weore emplaced,

Ihe Avtack op Fort Driant

XX Corps and Third U,.S8, Army endorsed & plan developed by the commanders
of the 11th Infantry Regiment and the Sth Infantry Division feor the sttack on
Fort Liriant, The plan was designed to indoetrinate newly arrived replacements
and reinforcements and to belster the morale of the llth Infantry Regiment,
Bowever the Corps and Third Aray commanders sav Fort Uriant as vital to the
assault on Metx since the Fort was comsidered a keystome in the reduction of
tho spprosches to Mstxz, The reduction of Fort Driant would open the way for
s tank assault north through the Moselle Valley to Metz, The planning ef the
initial sttack on 27 Septomber wag baged on ground reconnalisvance ks well as
extengive asris) recounsissance photo information regarding the amctual die~
position of the enemy in Fort Uriant, This attack did not take place hovever
until  Qctober to mllow for sdditionsl engineer preparations. The asssult
after ¢leven days of effort was repulsed,

Pagsed on the ordeal &t Fort Uriant, the Commanding Gensral, XX Corpe,
initiated intensive planning for the subsequent reinforced attack on the enm
tire fortified region of Metz, This plan consisted of two dietinect eperations
to be accomplished coneurrently: The first would be an sttack to encircle
snd destroy the fortrese and garrison of Metz, the sgeeond would be the

geirure of & bridgeheand over the Saar River in the viginity of Saarburg as a
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base to Tegums the attack to the northeast. It vas reasomed that after the
Motz operation had commenced and the ememy strength had been siphoned inte
the threstened area, an infantry division, erossing north ef Thionville, eould
proceed rapidly over the base of the Smar-Koselle triangle and seixe a bridge~
head on the Saar River at Saarburg,
PEESONNIJ. HEFLAGRNINTS

The personnel replascement system for both sides was similar in one
sspsct, they were inadequate to sustein prelonged operations, V¥e mec that
Pattonls drive scross France produced 2k,820 casualties with 19,506 replace~
monts through 28 August 1944, while German losses totaled 154,000, While the
Americans wers depending almost totally upom individuml replacements, the
Cermans used alwost extensively the unit replagement system, ZTheir comcept
war to form unite and ineert them into the defense as such, If & umit had
beon disatled, they were collected, consolidated and reformed into another
u.nit.s 3

By September 17, the beginning of the short lull or stalemate, Jd Arwy
casualties totaled 26,402, an incresse of 2,000, while enemy casunlties
nusbered an estimated 186,000, an increase of 30,000 since 28 August 19,
There was & delay in reperting the casualties up the ranks ms the initial
attacks to seirze bBridgeheads prodused more than 2,000 easualties, This 1a
further Justified by the casunlty figures of }di Army as reported on 24 Sep~
tember, Total casuslties wers reported at 45,130, sn incresse of 7,272 during
& period of lemsenimg sctivity, vhile the enexy casualties wvere estimated at
216,109, sn incrense of 30,100 in one veck, The curulative replacements for
3d Arny pumtered 475,566, less than 2,000 short of casualties m-tum\d.s“

The individus) replagement concept was omployed after sll unite were dee

ployed iu the thester, and provided the new green tuops a sonae of identity
33




4>

-
). -
R
2N
e
-
-
-,
.
»
o
X
»
‘l
P
®
e

*= ¢ 3 NN f ¥ T ¥ T
e TS
B St e e e

.............

and afferded them some measure of security. They knew if they survived initisal
battles they hed & chance of wurviving the war, On the other hand ths German
unit replacexent system employed by the Germars seemed to suit their purpeses
and was their best course of asction, Although there were ¢ochesion problems,
the Germans at that time were contimally involved in reconstituting units

from whatever assets they could manage,

Both aides? replacement stream was inadequate to keep up with ecasualties,
In the 3i Army, non battle easusltiss were 2,5 for eack KIA, The German re-
placement stroam was inadequate becanse Hitler felt the war with Russia had
graater significance, Thie major influx of people into the West would oceur
during the ferminmz of units for the battle of the Bulge,

The U.8., replacements were green, Althouzh Patton tried to give them
training prior to throwing them into battls, it was not always possible to do
g0, The German replagemonts were no bettar. The 462 Div, defending Mets,
endod up using an 00S Regiment, & Security Regiment, the NCO School Regiment
and a composite regiment with 2 replagement battalions ani & signal btattalion,

The €S reginent vas gomposed of youns men as well as veterans of thw
Bastorn Pront who had distinguished themselves, The NGO Schocl regiment was
rated high in technical ability, but had never worked together, The other
regimonts wars not 1ine soldiers and illetrained for the mission,>>

Althouzh Patton was short of replasements, this was not the ceunas ef hiw
delnyse The Jo43iical prodlems caussd the initial stopping of his momentam,
allowing the “ermans mors time to prepare Netx fortificstions, On the Germsun
side, their shortagas wero directly responsible for this inability to hold
the terrain, But one must look a¢t Hitlerf's position to understand why he did
not senl replacemsnts to the West, He kmew the Allies? linss were ghort anl

until Antverp was opon; he could dovotes all hiz sttention to the Eagtera Front,
W
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The morale of Patton's 74 Army ¥as high defors the initial stoyping ¥eat

of the Mosolla, They had devastated the fermanas and bragzed that they wers
with Patton, Their loss in momeatum for 30 days or so cavsed a slight decreasc
in worals due to inactivity. They were overjoyed when given the ordar to
attaok onward Ytoward the Rhime¥, Tmrings this loss ir momeuntum the Germans
had set strong defenses ani were nearly prepared for the full seale American
attack. They inflicted heavy casunlties on the U.3. forces mnd oxperienced
# 117¢ in their morale by stopping Putton.56

During the first phase, the U,S, rorces wers tired, Mungry and took 50
percent casualtiss, The morale of wen in the companise had gone down as they
saw their leaders dis, Some units even retraated uncontrilled from the

vattle 57
Pha weather served to further demoral’ze ther as the raim, cold and ol

slovsd thom, thoredy oxposing them lomger to the oneay's fire, The terrain
and weather ~id not favor use Af tanks vhich cauged the goldiers to fight a
difrorent type of batile than they had been previously fighting., Gone was
the flank seecurity achievei by speed, Comp was the maneuver they enjoyed
with their tanks. In ite place was an asssult upon fortified positions
without the assistanee, initialiy, of air cover,

The leadsrs did all they could to increass morale, Patton gave many of
his ‘anous “pep talka", Many subordinate leaders showad their concern for
their solliers by insurins they had proper clothing and adequate food., 7YThe

solliers believed in their lesders and in their causs, They knew Hitler must

be deleated,
LEADRBSIIP
The German leadership was convinced the war was over in the Yeatsra Pront
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but wvore mearly fanwtical about protcation of the homeland, In this battle
the moat fiarce oppouition wos from the 0CS regiment and the %GO academy,
Although some of the leaders waro tashnically competont the majority of the
snaller level leaders were inexperienced.

Patton's personazlity permeatsi the battle, He was everywhere! He
foread, pushod and, at times, directed forward operations., He proved, how-
avor, not to be very flexible about this plan., ZThe smaller unit leaders
enied up using initiative to overcome the obstacles and sventually took MNets,
The American Army had the leadership aivantage throughout the battle, al=
thoush the Germans fought bravely.

C. Jmmediate Military Objegtives

XX Coroa! aission was simple: "“to ancircle and destroy the enemy in the
Motz garrigon ami capture & bridgehead ever the Sear (River)." The order
speeifically called fer the "destruction or capture of the Mete garrison
without the investiture or seizure of the Mets rortc."sa The Corps vas
anxioug not to repeat the fiases at Fort Driant which had cost mo many lives
and LYC Patton wvae anxious to resume his rapid advance to the Rhine River,

neneral Kittelds orders wers clear: His oath was "to delfend the city to
the 1ast man and cartridge,” Hitler had now taken a speeial interest in the
Motx garrison and in the seconl week of November ordered the garrigon to
"hold¥ and to ds reinforced, provisioned for s long siege, and equipped with
additional rocket launchers, He saw the opportunity to put a large salient
in the advancing Allied lines and to slow or stop Patton, His orders: ceame
too 1ata for the Metz garrison,

Do Fospible Oourses of Action
U.S8. Yoroes had the following courses of action:

1. Enecirele and roduce the garrison,
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2, Encircle, then bypass the city,

3. Encirole the garrison, then eonduct singe warfarae

Gorasn forces had the followimg coursvs of astion:
1. Hold the garrison.
2, Oonduct deluy operations with the city as s pivot,

3, Withiraw the garrison with delaying general foress.

he Third Army had learned its lesson in siege operations during the
Septamber fighting, While XX Corps eneircled the city, XII Corps and other
XX Corp elomente Wero %o push ahead to the 3aar River., XX Corps vas to re=
duce the city without enzaging in a costly, long tera slege,

The OGerman deeision to hold the city was a waste of preeicus men and
esquipment, Althouzh a more adequately equipped force could have bsen a thorn
to the U,S. Forceas for an extended period, the days of siege warfare had
l11tarally been bypassed by armor and air power, This German course of action

could not be supported tactically or logistically.
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The_ XX Gorpe Flan®®
On 3 Noveaber £X Corva issusd Vield Order No, 12 which outlinond ity core

cept for the reduction of the Mets fortified area and the resumptioen of
offensive operations to megure the Rhime. ‘his plan called for an eneireles
mont of Mety, a follow »n reconmaissmnce to the Sarre River, the seixurs 6 &
bridgehead im the vicinity of Saardurg, and on order, the contiiuation of the
attack to the northsast., In specific regard to Mets, the order stated that
the intent of the commsnder was to destroy or carture the Nets garrisom,
without the investiture or siege of the Metyx Fortas,

To implement the plan, the 90th Infantry Division waa tasked with the
initia)l envelopment of the eity from the north. The Sth Infantry Division
attoack wae to encirele Meti from the south, The 95th Infantry Division was

P {nitially to contain the Geraan saiient weat of the Nosells. When the con-
| eontrie attacks of the 90th and the 5th divisions ¢losed, the 95%h was to
drive into the sallient, eross the Noselle, anl secure the city, The 10th

Armorod Division was to follew the 90th division, After erossing the Moselle,

% 1t was to attack to the left and parallel to the 90th to cless the encircle-
ment east of Metr. Simultaneously, the 10th was to push ermorod reconnaissance
ii units sast towards the Sarre River with the intention of selzing & prelimimary
bridgshead near Merxig, Finslly, the Jrd Cavalry Group was to follow the 10th
@f Armored acrows the Moselle River, Upon erossing, it wonld swing northeast to
probs enemy resistance in the vieinity of Ssarbarg and to sersen the flanks
and rear of the corps units sncireling Metx,

The plsn was basically to be executed in two phsses: 1) The elimimation
of German forces in the Metr axres, 2) The resumption of the attack to the

northeast. Its success depended upom the rapld culmination of the encirclement
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and the point at which the Gorman Aruy' commander degided to withdravw from the
encirclod ares,
The 95%h Division's Brideshesd at Ucknoge®

On 7 November, saly hours defore the attack was to Jjump off, the 95¢th
division was given a change of mission, In sddition to containing the salient
around Nets, the division was to force a crossing of the Nesslle at Uckange
and to reduce a posket of Uerman resiwtance in the vicinity of Malxiereesles=
Metx, The purposs of this effort wvas to create a disturbange whish would
drav the Germanis attention away from the 90th division attack further north,
The 95th division was to employ only the minimum of forces in the crozeing
but would also coordiinate its attacks on doth sides of the river to give the
inpression that it was the corps main effort, The attack was to be executed
on 8 November wnich war one day before the other XX Gorps units were to begin
operations,

The new mission wag asgigned to the 277th Infantry Regiment, %he remain-
ing units, the 378th and 379th Infantry regiments were to contain the MNets
salient, 1In the 377th, the 1lst Battalion was designated to maks the river
crosning, Their mission was to ferce a crossing, occupy the town of Immeldange
and black the nortiresouth road betwsen Metx and Thionville, Once these objoc-
tives were secursd, the battalion was to dig in and wait relief dy troops
moving down from the main @rossing in the north, The 2nd and JIrd Battalions
of the 377th were to reduce the Gorman pocket at Maixieres—los=Hotx,

At dusk, on the night of B November, a detachment of the 320th engineers
erogwed the river in assault boats and blew & zap in ths Jerman wire and
minefield, At 2100, C company 1lst Bn 377th Infantry crossed the river with
no opposition, The company adivancod approximately 400 metere from the river

and thon dug in to await the arrival of the rest of the battalion,
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In conjunction with the ciossing, the 2nd and Jrd battalions initiated
their night atinck against Maizieres—les-Mets, The operation was almost
izpediately halted by the extensive minefields in the area, Onos tripped, the
Germane wers alerted to the attack and eaught the American troops in the open
with artillery fire, DNespite heavy casualties, the attack contirued throughe
out the night and on into the next day. On the afteruoon of 9 November, the
battalions were reinforced with tanks and by nightfall had sesured the entire
area except for a small enemy snelave in the town of Hamconcourt, On the
following day, the Noselle Hiver began to flood ami the rising water isolated
this village. Thersafter, no further attempt was made to clear it,

On daybreak of 9 Noveaber ths 1lst Battalion had succosded in crossing
1ts A company and a heavy weapons platoon aeross the river, BRy this tiwe,
howover, German artillery had serosd in on the crossing site and prsvented
the dridge building operations of the engineers, Mditionally, the rising
flood of the Moselle, combined with the increasing sccuracy of German fire
made contimued boat crossings impossidle, The two companies of the battalion
were cut off,

Phe 19th Volkse Orenaiier division, which opposed the erossing, made no
major attempt to eliminate the bridgeheai. Its actions were confined to
patrolling and indireet fire, It is apparent that the division recognised
the action as & fient. The companies on ths east tank wers supported for
throe days by sair drops from 1ight spotter aircraft. Finally, on the night
of the 11/12 November the flood waters began to recede and the remainder of
the btattalion was able to cross,

CJ v (2] (*) 61

To exscute its northern envelopment of Metx the 90th division selected

two crosainz sites on the Mosello River: Cattenom and Malling, It waa the
ko
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commandiers intent to put a strong force across the river before daylight on

9 November in order to quickly overrun the forts of Kounigemacker ani Metrich
while securins the dominant terrain to the southeast, The remaining rogiments
would cross in follow-on attacks on 9 Novembher,

The 358th Infantry Regiment was to be on the division's right amd was to
cross at Outtenom, It was t¢ seise Ft, XKoonizsmacker and the village of
Bagse=Ham with one bdattalion, The remaining two battalions were to by pass
the fort and securs the ridgeline southeast of Koonigsmacker, The 3I59th
Infantry Regiment on the left was to cross at the Malling site and seeure the
high ground bstween Mount Altemberg and the viliage of Oudremns, The 357th
[nfantry Regiment was to cross at either site snd attack between the ether
two regiments to sscure the town of Koenigsmacker, From these positions, the
Division was to continmue its attack to dominate the high ground northwest of
Boulay=Mogelle which controls the roads leading out of Metx and would elese
the northern pertion of the XX Corps encirclement,

Two days befors the attack the division noved its regiments and gupport
troops into the cover of the Forest of Qattenom which was directly to the
rear of the erossing area, The ird Cavalry patrolled extensively to concaeal
this movement ani keep Gorman patrols away, Before midnight on 9 Novemder,
the asgault battalions of the 358th and 359th bngan to carry their doats
towards the river, The Moselle was baginuning to flood and hampered the ap~
proaches to the river, The flood, however, mlso covered the German mine~
fields on the east bank and forced their outpostz away from the river, By
0500, the 358th had one battalion ashore without incident and was shortly
followed by the arrival of the two other battalions, The 359th was also able

to cross ull three battalions with no casualties,

In the 258th sector the let battalion launehed ite attack at 0715 againsgt
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7t Koenigemacker while the 3rd battalion bypassed the attack and advanced
toward the village of Inylange, The lst battalion gquickly penetrated the
wire and mine fields surrounding the fort, The battalion hai detailed wmaps
of the fertification and hai trained previously in the apeaial techniques
required to clear its bunkers, The operation proceseded systematically bdut
was hindersd by the shertage of explosives, Supplies had to be hand carried
from the river and the flow was insufficient to wupport tho attack, Spotter
airceraft woars than employed to airdrop explosivag, By 10 Novembor, A and B
conpanies of the lst battalion had captured roughly half the fers,

On the afternoon of 9 Nevembder, two battalions of the 357th erossed the
rivor ani secured the town of Koenigsmacker, Hewever, the flooding river hadi
prevonted ths cromseins of any tanks or other hexvy weapons and the eight
buttslions weres virtually cut—off, Despite this situation the regiment
launched s battalion attsck on 10 November to secure the Metrieb fortifice-
tions, The fort was surrounded snd the ridgeline secured by nightfall.

In the 358th and 359th wegtors, tho enemy wae slowly beginning to react

to the dridgehead, On 10 November, the 3159th vwes hit by & Uerman sgounter-

attack which cauged the regiment to losge @¢ontrol of the town of Kerling, This
villsge eontrolled the road network needed by the 10th Armored to conduct its
attack, In the 358th area, : counter=attack was repulsed at Rasse~lsm,
Qompeny C of the lst battalion was brought wp to reinforce A and B companies
ir Ft Koenigsmacker, The failure to secure this fortificatior allowed ite

German occupantu to interdiet the advance of the 2nd battalion and forcod it
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to stop short of its objeciive,

3

On the 1lth of November, the three regiments wero still eutecff{, Only a
fov antimtank guns heal made it agross the river, The goldiers had been fightw

" ing hard for two days with little sleoep and wore sosked from the contiming
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rain and flood, None the less, al) three reziments moved on the offensive,
The 357th securaed the high ground west of Breistroff=lsm~letitu, The 359th
repulsed several strong countermsttacks, retook Kerling, and secured the
dominant terrain from the vaillage of Rettel along the river to the villuge
of OCudrenne, The 358th completed the reduction of Ft Koenigamacker, capturcd
or killed several German units attempting to reinforce the fort and secured
hil1 254,

The most important event of the day, however, dii not occur on the
battlefield, The flood waters were receding, Thus far, the Cermans had net
rut togother a strong ecunter-ettack ferce, Time was running out for the
division because its activities of the past three days had clearly marked 1t
as the major attack in the ares, TIf the 90th did not cross its tanks, tank
destrcyers and other heavy weapons soon, the infantry regiments eould be
pushed into the river by strong armored forces,

The flerman Army (Group had been initially forced to desl thw bridgehead
with piecomaal attacks sersped together from its two divisions in the area:
The 16th division and the 19th Volks Orenadier division., These attacks,
although exeecutel with grest spirit, lacked the firepower, depth and mobility
needad to achinve degisive results, However, on the night of 11 Novenber a
combat group of the 25th Panser Grenadier Division was committed to attack
the bridgehead, Meanwhile, the 90th Divieion was working to push supplies
and heavy wearons by ferry aeroga the river., By early morning of 12 Novembder,
a bridge finully spanned ths Mogzelle and two tank destroyers crossed the
river, At thig point in the battle, both sidex were locked in az deadly race
to bulld up enough combat pewer to decide the battle,

At 0300 12 Novewber, the combat group of the 25th Panser CGrensdicr

reinforeed by ten tanks and assault guns struck the 359th, This initial
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attack drove the 3rd battalion out of Kerling., The Qerman main effort was
centered along the Kerling=letite~Hetlange axis and was obviouely focuzed on
the deastruction of the Malling crossing site, In their advance, the Germane
broke through tvo company size units attempting to block them, A composite
force of cooks, staff and support personnel formed by the 2nd battalion com~-
pander checked the Cermans at Petite~Nettanze, At that time, twenty artillery
battulions opened up om the German combat group. Additionally, the two tank
destroyers that had croswed earlier that morning moved up and took the combat
group under fire, The counter-attack completely broke under such intense
pressure and the Cerman force retreated back through Kerling, Ry the aftor-
rocn of 12 ¥ovember, the 359th had regrouped and then moved ovor to the
attack to retake lost ground,

The 357th had mansged to cross its reserve battalion, After heavy fight~
ing, the regiment pushed the bridgehead line to the end of the Kosnigsmecker
ridge and overlooked the village of Inglange, The 358th also contimued the
attock seizing the villages of Valmestroff and Elzarge. This affort was
stopped outside the villages by plustic minee which current U.8, mine de
tectors covld not locate., At the crossing sitems, strong efforts were sgain
underway to repair the bridges damaged during the counter-stiack, Supplies
were stil1l net crossing the river in sufficient quantities, The bridgehead
hed been expanded but the troops were cold, wet and tired,

On 17 Novemver all three regiments again attacked, The 357th cleared
out pocketa Of enexmy resistance in its rear, The 359th attacked with great
losnes through & minefield to link up with the 357th at Cudrenns, It also
cormpleted its reoccupation of Kerling, The 358th also had to deal with mine-
fie1ds, tut managed to seize the high ground ovorlooking Inglange ani tied

in with the 357th. A bridge was complated at Cattenom snd the 90th Division
Iy
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poured the rest of its units into the bridgehcad. Transmort, artillery,
anti=tank, and supply uniteo crossed in a contiruous streeaw at Cattonom. The
90th Reconnalgsance troop pushed south along the river to link up with the
95th division elements at Uckange, Ry the lith of November, the troops in
the regiments had overcomts, blankets and dry socks and the 90th division
was now in position to support the advance south,

95th Bridsehead g;nggdgg62

On or about 10 November, YX Corps headquarters became very concerned
about the progress that was being made in securing a suitable crossing to
comnit the 10th Armored Division, Operaticns in the 9Cth bridgehead did not,
at that time, look hopeful, Therefore, the 95th division was ordered to
expand its foothold on the emst bank of the moselle by eonducting & recon-
naisgance in forece to test the possibility of securing & crossing in the town
of Thionville,

The 2nd Battalion 378th Infantry was tasked with the mission, By mid~day
on 11 Novomber the battalion had crossed the Moselle and secured a small
section of the east side of Thionville, The most seriocus resistance en-
courtered was from sn old fortification in the town called Ft Yutsz, This
was overrun by the battalion on 13 November, Operations were immediately
initiated to expand the bridgehead, By the lith of November, the villages
of Rasge~Yuty and Haute~Tuty were seized expandings its ares to the north and
eust, In the southern sector a German company size element of the 74th
Reziment held a emall cluster of more modern fortifications near the town of
11lange, It took the battalion twe days of hard fighting to eliminate this
threat, During the fight, the reconnaissance troop from the 90th division

linked up with the battalion and established s secure lane on the east bark

of the Moselle for the eommitment of the 10th Armored Division,
ks




On 13 November, the lst Hattalion 377th Infantry whieh held the initiul
eronssing at Uckange was orderad to attack north to make contact with the 2nd
Bn, 378th Infantry, The battalion immediately secured the villages of Bertange
and Imeldange, However, bofore its defenurs could be fully smplseed, the unit
was counter=attacked by a task force from the 73rd Regiment of the 19th Volks
Grenadier Division, This strong forecea was reinforced by a unit from the 485th
Antimtank Battalion, In two days of hard fighting the battalion took heavy
easualties but contimued to hold the village, Finally, the 2nd Bn, 378th
Infantry with a platoon of tank destroyers attacked south frem lllange and
relieved the bdattalion,

To coordinate the sivance towards Metx, the 95th reorganigzed te con-
golidate its unite on the eaet bank, On 15 Nevember, COL Rebert L, Racen
was given command of all unite east of the Moselle, Task Foree Bacon was

then reinforced with some cavalry, srtillery, tank and tank destroyer units,

®
4 Upon the reliof of the lst BEn 377th Infantry, the tsak force was assigned the

wiscion of attucking south towards Metr to clear the enemy from the east bank
of the Moselle,

Comuitment of the 10th Armered Division®?

- The 10th Armored was moved intc secure ssgembly areas just wesgt of the

Mocelle on 9 November, As gsoon as & suitable crossing site was established,

-

E' i1t wag to cross the river mnd conduct a two pronged operation to seise u
bridgeheai scross the Sarre and to attack alongside the 90th division. On

E? 12 November, following the attack of the 95th division across Thionville,

?’ work was begun in that ares on a Bajley Bridge, Despite intensive enemy

ﬁﬁ fire, the bridge was completed on 1l November, Combat Command B (CCB) of

g; tte 10th Armored croseed the hridge in the efternoon and closed on an assembly
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aren near Kerling before daylight on 15 November, Xarlier that evening, CCA
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crossed the repaired bridge at Nelling and assenbled south of CCB, The 3rd
Cavelry Group also ¢rossed at Malling. It relieved the northern flank of the
359¢h and prepared for ite future screening and reconnaissance missiors,

In the early morning of 15 November, GCB hegan its drive east along the
Kerling=Waldwisse road., OCA began its attack south later that afternoon, 1In
order to effectively utilive the fev svailable rosdis, each Combat Command
broke dovwn into smaller task forces, The German forces opposing the division
jacked cohegion but ware able to mount several strong blocking actions along
the narrov roais. The clearing of the weather allowed beth units to employ
the full support of the XIX Tactical Air Command.

CCA sdvanced steadily fer three days and by 19 Noveaber had ferced
croveings of the Nied river in the vicinity ef Freiatreff and Bouxonville,
This effectively completed 10th Armored's mission in the Motz encirelement,
The infantry divisions to its left had at this time closed the inner eircle

4 on the city. Meanvhile CCB vas mesting stiff opposition in its advance to
the Sarre, OCCA, therefore, was ordered to destroy 1ts Nied crossings and
atteck north to join the rest of the division in the drive east.
0 e 90th Div 6l
On 15 Novemher, at the time of the 10th Armored attiack, the 90th division
had expanded the bridgehead to a width of eleven miles and » depth of seven
wiles, The division was now praparing to contimue its attack to clese the on~

circlement of Metz, The resistsnce of the German 416th and 19th Volks

Orepsdier divisions was crumdbling, Indications were that the German commanders

at Army and Army Group level vwers trying to cut their logses and prevent & gap
from being ripped out of their line by the eneirelement, None the less, the
g; corman First Army commander reinferced the 25th Panser Greradier combat group

. S with u battalion of the 74th Regiment and lsunched a counter attack against
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the 90th division's southern flank,

At Tirst light of November 15th, the combat group struck the town of
Distroff, This area was held by the 2nd Battalion 358th Infantry. The
battalion had recerntly been reinforeced with one platoon ef tanks and one
platoon ef tank destroyers., Initially, direct fire from the village was able
to force the Cerman tanks back and separate them from their supporting inm-
fantry., After two attempts the Cerman troops forced their way into the
village, At the same time another German unit encircled the village and eut
the Americans eff, In four hours of hard fighting, the Cerman attack was
briken and the combat group withirew,

The 357th attacked on 15 November, but was stopped by Cermsn held fortie-
fications st Hackenberg, After a full day and night artillery duel with the
fort's field guns, the ares was neutralj ved on 16 Nevember andi the attack
continued., By the 17th of Kovember the division had advanced beyond the
village of Klanz and had destroyed or eaptured several German units,

Ypon vestoring ite situation at Distroff, the 358th Regimont meved to
the attack on 16 November, The 3rd Battalion cleared Inglange, Ths lst and
2nd Pattalions attacked and seizad Netzervisse, The 2nd BEattalion eomtimmed
the attack to segure Metzeresghe on 17 November,

At this point the 90th division stopped assigned intersediate ebjectives
and launched the division into a purzuit to cless the gap around Mets, The
150th relieved the 358th., Rapidly moving on trucks, the regiment overran
German demolition teams and caught road blecks bsfore they were emplaced, By
19 Novamber the regiment had cut esespe routes out of Met:x at Conde~Northen
and Les Bfangs. Later that day the 90th REeconnsissance troop linked up with
elemanty of the 735ih tank battalion wupporting the Sth Division, The en-

cirelepent was eomplete, At that time, the 90th division was ordered to
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regroup tn continue the drive to the Sarre,
“ "

The fricndly forces participating in the “Closing Javs‘ segment of the
battle include the 95th Infantry Division, 5th Division and Task Ferce Bacon
whick although technically a part of the 95th Division was deployed as sn
independent force., The 95th Diviaion, for the mest part, had been responsible
for guarding the western fortifications and was finally given an active role
in the battle on 14 November, They had deployed the 379th Infavtry Regiment
in the vieinity of Drisnt; the 378th in the vieinity of the Canrebert fortim
fication; aud the 377th near Maizieres-les=Metw, Mearvhile, the 5th Division
which was located to the south had sxpanded the dridgehead and was waiting to
aid the 95th in the encirclement and the capture of Metx,

The enemy forces deployed in position to oppose the 95th consisted of
the 1217th VG Regiment, 1010th Security Regiment, 1215th VG Regiment and the
1216th V0 Regiment which faced TF Bseon, Yurther to the South the 17th 3§
Panzer Orenadiers faced the Sth Division,

The 95th Division

"The missiun assigned to the 379th Infantzy was to penetrats en beth
gidos of the Jeanne dPArc group, On the left, the 3}78th Regiment was to
attempt to vheel around to the North of the Feves ~idge and roll up the de-
fenses from the rear. ‘The 277th Infantry and T7F Bacon were to advance into
the eity sstride the Noselle®.55 The overall U,5. plan included avoiding
froutal asssults cn the forts, isolating them and to move forces into the
eity itself,

The main attack vas schoduled for 15 Nevember while the supperting at-
tack, to be conducted by the 379th, was slated for 14 November. A heavy

artillery preparation pregeded the 0600 14 November supporting attack, Never-
ko9
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theless, therv vas minimal damage done to the feris er their oscupants. The
979th attack mdvanced to their first objective which was 500 yarde %o the
rear of FYort Jeanne dlArc. Although the odjective was resched, the {ort was
not secured. This permitted a large rmmber of German troops to hide in tiw
trenches and bunkers. After the 24 Battalion of the 379th moved through the
fort, the enmemy ferses regroupad and wers abls to cut of f the 24 Battalion
from the Regiment, The lst Battalion vae similarly cut off after they captured
Fort Jussy, and Fort Bois la Dame which they lost again shortly afterward,
Mhe encirelud units vers supplied during the early part of the evening by
artillery spotter aireraft runaing the gsuntlet of eneuny tira“.66

The defending enemy forces werenft strong enough to prevent a penetra~
tion but they were quick to regroup where possible and contimwe to plaeco
harassing fire oa the U.8, forces. “The 4624 Tusilisr was committed in the
Jeanne d'Arc sector. Nlements of the 1010th Segurity Reglment cut off the
American 24 Battalion. It is probadly that the 1217th Regiment opposed the
lab Battslion“.67 Genera)l Kittel had successfully sngaged the 95th Division
threat by moving his small reaerve throughout the battlefield and coneentrat-
inz them azainst the 1379th attack,

The night of the 14th was spent drafting contingeney Plans to affect
1ink up with the tvo U,8, elements that were ancireled, The next lay, the
3d Battalion was committed along the road batween Ford da Guiese and Jeanne
de Arc, Presaure was being applied dy the 478¢h to enhance the effectivenoss
of the operations of the 3d Battalion,

Eneny resistance was lewered siznificantly, and "the German officer in
chargo of the strongpoint then surrendsred with 46 men ani it later trane
virel that he had (vrongly) assumel that he wag surrounded by a conpiderable

forea of Anerieans“.68
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The 377th and 378th degan their coordinated attack on tho 15th of Noven
ber. The Bols de Pavos ridze was attacked in the northern mector by the lat
Battalion of the 378th. "Compsny A, leading the asgault, secured the msin
ridge 1ine south of Fremecourt Farm and arcund to the rear of Fort le Feves.
By 1100 this key work, commanding the approaches to Metz from the Yorth and
Northweat, was in American hnnd.“.69 This fert had proviled the enemy with
excellent obsorvation, fire direction and commuaications regources. Nost of
their war effort in this sector had been directed from Fort de Feves. "The
capturs of the relatively weak position may not sound like all thut muech, but
in many ways, it was decisive, It meuns that a small force was in behind the
fortifications ani that they had hit the boundary betwoen the 1010th Security
Regiment and the 1215 VG Roginont”.7°

The 377th was able to cleur the 1215th Regiment frowm the vicinity of
Muizisres—les-Hetr and proceed as far as the town of Woippy which was adout
three miles from the center of Metx., "The American success af 15 November
not only turned the North flank of the German bridgehead West of the Moselle
but also threatened to cleave a corridor straight to the Mets bridgel".71
German equipment, which included artillery and trucks that were still half
losdoed, wag found mbandoned along many of the roads used by the 377th to
chasa the retreating enemy,

Zask Force Bagon

Tuok Force Bacoa, which consisted primarily of the 1lst Battalion from
the 379th Regiment end the 24 Battalion from the 378th Reziment, started its
as0&alt on the city of Metx from positions on the sast side of the Mowelle
river. After spending most of the 15th putting together & formidable fight~
ing force, TF Bacon was ready to get into the battle., The comnander of TF
Bacon decided to use very simole tactics in making tho attack. "“The advance

was made in two columns, moving along parallsl roands on a narrow front, with
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tank destroyers and tanks = later reiaforced by two nelfw-propelled 155MM
guns == at the head of each column, and with infantry following in trucks
ani on foot".”2 This tactic allowed them to usc one column as a base of fire
and manouver the other column into a position to hit the flanks and rear of
enemy units located in strongpoints alonz the axis of advance. The Task
Torce moved approximately 44 miles before it stopned for the night and
attempted to make contmct with elements of the 90th Divieion on its right
flank. The aivance south continued the following day and by night{all the TF
was at Fort 5t. Julien, which was within 3000 meters of the center of Nets.
Ihe S%h Bivislon

The 5th Division, with the 2d Infantry, 10th Infantry and 1l1th Infantry
had been out of action since early November and had now received badly needed
resupply and replacements, The 9th of November was the start of the S5th
Division aivance toward the city of Metw, The Seille River, which was normal-
iy less than 20 meters wide, was now almout 200 meters wide as a result of the
tremendous rainfall, Crossing the rivar presented a significant obstacle but
“throughout the night of 8/9 November, the engineers labored to complete

bridges across the river and to mark the approaches for the Infantry¥, 73

Thore was little enemy resistance oneountered and sesure bridgeheads were
established throughout the Division sector by the end of the first day, Om
the second day elements of the 2d Infantry captured over 400 prisonors as the
townn of Pagny-les Coin snd Sillyw=en Ssulnols were sver—run, On 12 Yoveuber
the nttack was deliberately slowed down to allow the lines of communications
beatween the 2d Infantry and the Division main body to he restored. Later that
day, the Nied river was reached by the lst and 2d Battalions, 24 Infantry,
During the night, tho lst Battalion crossei the river and occupied the town

of Ancervilie,
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Enemy forces made numerous unsuccossful attempts to destroy the bdridge-
head that had been eostablished,

The 10th and 11th Infantry fought their way north and "by the evening of
14 November, six days after the commencement of the offensive, the pincers
vere zralually closing sround Netr'.”’ fThe 10th Tnfantry had moved as far
North as Marly and the Sth Division, although overoxtended, atarted to get
realy for the attack on the eity of Metx, Prior to moving out the S5th Divi=
sion gompleted plans for establishing contact with the 90th Division and made
final proparations on the 15th of November, The following day elements of
tho 11th Infantry were pinned down in fighting near the airfield at Frescaty.
T™wo ndditional Battalions had to be committed to extricate the 1lth from the
enomy which was held up in the hangars and bomb shelters at the airfield,

The enemy forces contimaed to fizht a determined battle in spite of high
easualtien, Forces pitted against the Sth Division contimued to be elements

s of the 17th S8 PG Division which had lost communications with the Met:z
garrison, The Verdun forts were not finally eneircled by the Americans uatil
the night of 16 November, The German forcee at the Frescaty airfield were
finally driven off by two Infantry Battalions and the 735th Tank Battalion by
dusk on the 17%th,

Phe city of Mets was finally encircled by the U,S. forces on 18 November
when elements of the Sth Division linked up with elements of the 90th Divisien
at Point Marais, Some elements of the 5th Division entered into the sity of
Metyz and started to "mop up the southern suburbs dlock by block, fighting
their way through the maxe of raillvay yards at Sablon".75 The American forees
were novw in position to enter Metz and ever-run the enemy,

Battle Yor the City of Maets
By nightfall on 17 Novomber, the Americans surrounded the city ani were
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preparing to enter,

T Bacon, consisting of the 2nd Battalion, 378th Tnfantry, the 1nt Battale
ien, 377th Infantry, and the 95th Reconnsissance Troop were located approxi=
mately 24 miles north of Motx in the vieinity of the German~held Fort 8t.
Julian., The bulk of the 377th(-=) and 378th Infantry Regiments had drawn up
to the Hofen Canal, parallel to the Mosalle Eiver, just northwest of the city.
West of the city the proviounly encireled 379th Infantry Rogiment had fought
i{ts way to within about 2 mile frow the Mosslle, South of Nets, elamonts of
the 5th Division's 10th and 1lth Infantry regiments wers oocupying the city's
nouth;rn lnburbo.76 All U.8, forces were reduced in strength becauss of
eagualties ani becsuse of forces which had to be left behind to hold several
Geruan ocoupied strongpoint ferts which surrounded the city.

In addition to the previously mentioned U.S, forces surrounding the
city, there wers some LOO combatant FFI people still in the city itself,

The main Jerman strongpoint forts surrounding the city which wers astill
offering strong resistance during the night of 17 November were Forts 8t,
Julian, about 3 miles north of the eity in TF Bacon's sector; Forts Plappe=
ville and St, Quentin approximataly 3 miles west of Metx in the 379th Infantry
Regiment's aren; Forts Jeanns d'Are, Driant, and a couple of the Seven Dwarfs
further sonth and west of the city; Yert Verdun about 4 miles south and Fort
St, Privat on the city's southernmoat edge, both in the 1llth Infantry Regim
ment's ares; and Fort Queulen abcut a mile southeast of Mets in the 10th
Infantry Regiment sector,

German forces contained within these forts by U.S. troops reduced the

number of forces available to the GJerman commandiar resunonsible for holding

the eity of Metr,

Becsuse of the large mumber of French civilians still in the city the
sl
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Americana' use of bomding and artillery was greatly restricted.

nenvral Kittel had the following forces, sside from those praviously
montioned, svailable to hold Metz, The 1215th VG Regiment was in the general
vicinity of Fort St, Quentin to the west of the city and vas erdersd to hold
out in the fort itmelf if neceasary, Regiment Anton (1010th Security Regi-
ment) was in the vicinity of Fort Plappaville, also to tho west. The 1217th
VG Regiment staff was located inside Fort Driant and the regiment was in the
fort's general area Wewt of the Mosells and south of the city, The 62 Fusil-
{er Battalion was located to the gouth and west of Metz around the Seven
Dwarfs., Combat Group won Matzderf allewed iteelf to be surrounded in Fort
St. Privat juest south of the city.

The German forces under Osneral Kittel were prepared to pose the Americans
as many problems as possible and, although they were aware their situation
was grave, they were only to give it up block by block.
Fizhtings on 18 November

Anerican efforts to entor the city of Metx keyed upon securing any
remaining bridges over the Moaelles River and upon the assistance of FFI foreceoa
2ti11 within Metx, Their situstion was severely hampsred by General Kittelts
almost wholesale demolition of the bdridges in the area prior to their arrival,

The attack on 18 Novembaor began with the 95th Division's }79%h Infantry
Regiment from the west, Leaving two companies to contain German resistance
at the Seven Dwarfs, the lst Battalion managed to cut off For% Jeanne d'Arc
from 1ts rear end, By evening it was at the Moselle at Moulins-les=Metz only
to find the dridge there had been demolished, The isolation of Fort Jeanne
d'Arc was supportsd by the 3d Battalion's clearence of the suburbs to the

went of the fort, Sinee the bridge had been blown ani & bost crossing of the

river at that point was not considersd feasible, the 379th(-) Infantry
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Regiment was ordered to kescp Forts Jeanne d'Arc and Driant contained and to
mop up any remaining Serman resistanca in the area.

The 378th(=) Infantry Regiment in the Division's sector was in dire
straita, Its 1lst Battalion was fully occupied keeping Fort Plappeville con-
tained, The situation there was aggravated by the German forcss in Ferts 3¢,
Quontin and Plappeville beinz able to exchange supplies with one amother, The
German forces in the two forts nmumbered about 650, Ammunition and food within
the forts was being expended rapidly. The Germans were willing to pay high
costs to hold the forts since they overlooked the Moselle ani the Hofen Ganal
where the Americans would have to cross and the city could be fired upon from
forts, Had the Cermans prestocked these positions detter with food and
ammunition they could have greatly delayed the Americanst eventual eapture
of the eity.

The Regiment's other dattalion, the 3, attempted to seize one of the
few bridges left intaet by General Kittel, the bridge from Longville asross
the Ile St, Symphorian just to the west of Metz, Unfertunately, however, the
Cermans who had besn securing the bridge blew it just as lead American elements
began to cross, With the dridge out it was decided that an attempt to cross
the river would be carried out on the next day, 19 Nevember.

Mougt of the 377th(m) Infantry Regimentts two battalions were located in
the northern Metx suburbs of Sansonnet andi Metx Nord, While the 24 Battalion
vas atiempting to seixe a bridge over the Hofqn Oanal to the north of the
guburbs, they were slowed consideradly by “88“?machins guns and 20-mm antie
aircraft gunfire from an island in the river, The resistance vas neutralized
by American tanks, When the battalion reached the bridge, however, they
found that it too had been demolished but that foot soldiers could still

cross over the remains, O Company of the 24 Battalion crossed and mopped
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up the remaining enomy on the islani while engineers made the bridge suitable
for jeaps to crosa, Tha 34 Battalion arrived shortly thereafter on the

{gland ani ameisted in seeuring 200 captursd German prisoners, The 377th(=)
was thon ordared to force their way serosa tha Moyells, even though no hoate
were available, if they could do s0 without taking too many caaualtiies, As
they were preparing to crous they began taking increasing fire from the Islo
Chambiers which stood betweon the island the 377th(=) had taken and the
opposite shore they wers ordered to rsach. Unbeknown to them General Kittells
coumand post was located on the Isle Chambiere and he was organizing his
troope there for a luast etand,

TF Bacon was buasy north of Metx in the vicinity of Fort St, Julian, Its
rlan for 18 November hul its 2d Battalion of the 378th Infantry Regiment
attackinz the fort from the rear st 0700, At the sams time its other dattale
ior, the 1st Battalion of the 377th Infaniry Regiment was to bypass tha fort
and clear the sudburd of St, Julian of any resistance, From the sudurd they
wore to go on towardi Fort Bellecroix and attempt to cross the Seille River
where it forms the northeast bordier of the city, Jjust scuth of where it joins
the Mogella, While the 2/378 approached the rear of the fort they were
srontly slowed by German troops from the garrison who had been deployed smong
the Tortificntions. Fy early afternoon, however, they mansged to reach the
dry ditch which ran around the fort, The fort's ouly ontrance was through a
vary hesvy metal donr at the end of & ceusewsy which spanned the ditch,

Aftur coniirming that there ware no other entrancegs a tank degtroyer weas

placed on the causeway about ity yards from une door, Vhile infantry aud
twn %anks fired at the multitudle of gsun ports in the wells of the fort from
which Cerman solilerag of the 1215 snd V4 Fogiments were dofeniing, the tank

destroyer Tired mmmo pilercing end high exrlosive rounds at the door==%c no
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avail, The TF Bacor commarnder then ordered & 155vm self proyelled gun to de
brought up to fire on the door, After firing ten rounds at point blank range
the door to Fort St. Julian stil) stood, When the target was finally changed
%to the stonework surroundins the door, twenty more rounds finslly caused the
giant door to fall into the fort, It was indeed fortunate for TF Bacon that
the Germans defending Fort St. Julian had no antitank guns., Since it was
dark by the time the door was destroyed, 2/378 elected to walt until the
following day to enter and clear the fortress.

Meanvhile 1/377 was experiencing heavy mortar fire while attempting to
enter the suburdb of St, Julian, That fire was likely to have been fire from
an artiaircraft battery put into position north of Fort Belleeroix by General

Kittel, Ceneral Kittel claimed to have kmown of the plan for the 1/377 to

bypass Fort St, Julian and had consequently positioned the entigireraft
battery to fire on tanks approaching the city from the direction of Forts 8%,

Julian end Belleeroix. The resistance offered by the antisireraft battery
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and the few German goldlers in the suburb did not stop the 1/377th, snd led

L ek n
sa e el

by tunk destroyers, they entered St, Julian by early afternoon., They preascd
on to Fort Rellecroix, & huge storage facility constructed in the 18th

century,

While Company A 1/377th moved to the rear of the fort and took & large

-

E

,

?} number of German prisoners, Company C lost 8 killed and 48 wounded as the

; regult of a hgo explosion {rom within the fort!s northorn edge near where

[ they were located. The exact cause of the explosion has never bean establiched
? but speeulation has it that an ammunition storage magarine exploded, As a

: result of the explosion, howover, the 1/377th had to withdraw for the night

. to eare for their wounied soldiere,

s The 95th Reconnaissance Troop under TF Bacon was moving to the west
n e 58
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during tho battles for Forts 8t. Julizn and Belleeroix in an attenpt to
eatublish contact with the Sth Divigion's 10th Tnfauntry Regiment, The 10th
wae operating in the scuthern suburbs of Metr east of the Seille Liver,

The 10th and the 11th Infantry Regiments had been contending with re=
sistance !n their sectors from Forts Queuleu and St., Frivat respectively,
Fort Gueuleu had approximstely 500 German troops and the 10thts efforts to
gtorm the fort were vnsuccessful becsuse of the limited mumber of forces
svailable to the Americans,

Forts St. Privat and Verdun provided the 1llth Infantry Regiment probdlems
in their area of operation south of Mety between the Mogelle and Seille
Rivere. The Americans continuslly fired on the forts with tanks, and each
time the flermans refused opportunities to surronder, attempts were made to
turn then out with white phosphorous rounds, The 1lth'u strength was
diminizhed by having to leave elements behind to contain these strongpoints,

Py nightfall on 18 November flenoral Kittel concentrated his efforts on
the immedinte defense of the area around his command post on the Jele Cham-
Yiereae,

% vemb

At dawn & company sized element of the 2d Battalion, 378th Infantry
Regiment of TF Bacon prepared to enter Fort St. Jullsn, As they entered the
blown doer to the fort they overpowered & German NCO who was posting a sqund
4o defend the ontrunce and led him at bayonet point to the fort coumanier
who was persusded to surrerder Fort St, Julian,

At mbout the same time the other battalion of TF Racon, the lst Dattal=
jon, 377th Infantry Regiment, was moving back intc the ares of Fort
Balleeroix, Ae they moved around the rear of the fort they were vory gurrrised

to find o brides over the Seille still intact, After defestins a small German
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force defending the bridge, it was earily captured, At adout rnoon & firet
rifle company supported by a tank platoon croased the br'dge into Metz tut
vag greatly hampored by extensive sniper fire, The (erman force of nearly
700 men was not well organized hewaver, and their commander received perw
mission from General Kittel to attempt a breakout. The unitfe commander, a
Colonel Meier, was subsenuently captured and by that afternooa TF Baeon had
control of & large part of the city. That evening FFI men led units to a
tuilding housing & Gestapo heaiquarters vhere a few infaniry supported by
tvo tenk destroyers neutralized the headquurters,

The 95th Reconnaissance Troop finally managed to establish contact with
the 10th Infantry Regiment of the 5th Division east of the city near
Vallieres, Shortly before this the enemy's other escape route was elosed
by the 2d Infantry Regiment of the 5th [ivision and the §0th Divisionts Re
connaiggance Troop south of the city.

The 377th(=~) Infantry Regiment, which had tuken up positicne on the
inland between the Hofen Connl and the Mosells, wera ordered to take the Isle
Chambiere, Ceneral Kittel's headquarters ani the last strong defensive
vosition in the city. Due to confusion as to where the actual crossing vas
to take place support bombardment for the croseing fell ir the wrong placa,
Boats wers made availlable and although initial Americarn losses were heavy,
by noon a 200 yard foothold was gained on the Isle Chambiere and 300 Germen
rrisoners had been taken., By evening the entire 2d battalion anl une company
of the 3d battalion had crossed and had entered tw) of the large barracks
corplexee on the igland,

The 34 Battalion, 378th Infantry formed the center of the attack and
ware t0 cross the Isle 3t, Symphorian., Under the support of very effective
artillery and tank fire they casily overcame enemy positions, To their dis-

xay they soon learned that the bridgoz gonnecting the igland to the eity were
0



destroyed and that they would have to make another crossing by agquult boats,.
This croseing, which was eventually successful, could not be accomplished
until nearly 1700 hours, howover, because & beundary change with the 5th
Division had to be coordinated firat.

The 379th Infantry Begiment was left without a suitsble crossing site,
Having been ordered to keep Forts Jeanne d'Are and Driant contained and to
mop up any remaining German resisiance in the ares on the previous day, they
were given responsibility for the Foris St. Quentin~lappeville complex on
19 November, This was ss a result of the 378th(~) Infantry Regiment's request
for a bouniary change to facilitato its crossing of the Mogelle,

<th Division urite were busily engaged south of the city. The 1llth
Infantry Regiment had all of its forces committed to containing Forts St,
Privat and Verdun and in isolated combat at Trescoty Airfield south of the
city., This left only the 3d Battalion to take on the German forces in the
area of the railway yards south of the city.

The 10th Infantry Regiment had units still committed around F¢t, Queuleun
but the majority of the wnit was into thc east and southeastern suburbe of
the city.

Since o1l major enemy escape routes had been cut off and the divisions
rurrounding Mets were now in contact, finsl eapture of the city was only a
matter of time,

Cerman accounts of the battle indicate that attempts were made to air
drop supplies 1o the encircled Forts St, Quentin snd Flappeville (whieh bo-
cange of their stratesic locations couvld have still greatly complicated the
American oecupation of the city) during the night of 19 November, Fecause

the Cerman solciers wers out of flarse to mark their location, the airplanes
77

were unable to drop the supplies to them,
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Fighting on 20 apd 2! November
The main combat within the eity during this period consisted mainly of

confused street fighting,

Veat of the Mesells, however, matters were more complicated for the
379th Tnfantry. They hadi been ordered responsible for the take over for all
the forts still holding out on the west bank of the Meselle, By 0730 hours
on 21 November they werse to attack to contain or zapture the Ferts Flappe-
ville snd St, Quentin complex, Jesanne dlirc, the Seven Dwarfs, and Fort
T'risnt, They were promised =z¢ much supporting fire as possible but were not
to sonduet any attacks vhich may result in casualties! In essence, the Regi-
ment was all that the Americans were willing to expend and any remaining forceg
in the forts would be contained until readiy to surrender,

Tn addition to artillery support being utilized in support of the 379th's
efforts, an air strike which never materialized was planned againtt Fort
Plarreville on 21 November, Paycholegical warfare unites wers aleo employed in
trying to convinece the Germans in the forts to surrender. Their efforts were

perhaps countoracted by the German radio broadcasts, praising the ilerman

soldiers stil) defending the forts., On 23 November the 379th Infantiry Regl=
ment was relieved by the 2d Infantry Hegiment of the Sth Civiaion as the 95th

Division prepured to move out to participate in the Saar cempaign,

- Incide the city on the morrimg of 2C Nevember the 378th(=) Infantry
E‘ Regiment seized their odbjective, the msin railway astation, vhile TF Bacen
?- reported that resistance had eeased in their sector of the e¢ity. On 21

.

& Yovember TF Bacon vas dissolved,

0 By 1200 hours on 21 November the 5th Division reported that it had

b~

Ca

- cloared its southern section of the city and that Fort Queuleu had at last
P“

D

L surréndered, That left the Verdum group and Fort St, Privat as & concern,
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Although the commander of Fort St, Privat repeaiedly refused to surrender, a
large number of his men allegedly deserted during the night of 22 November
groatly reducing this threat, On 22 November the 1lth Infantry Regiment was
able to set up its forward command post ineide the city.

As 20 November dawned on the 377th(w=) Infantry Regiment, they wers still
cccupying thoir narrow foothold on %he Isle Chambiere confronted by General
Kittel andi the lagt of his defenders juside the Mundra C.serne, The Regim
ment's 2d Battalion cleared the northern part of lsle Chambiere by nightfall
of the 20th only after very bitter fighting., Their fight fer the southern
and on 21 November, however, was much harder but sfter block to dlock fighting,
they elosed in on Mundra Caserns by evening, ZEarly iu the morning one company
of the Battalion mansged to get into the ground fleor of the barrscks housing
General Xittell's command post. Since tho two floors above them still contained
encmy, 1t was not until later that a tank was able to cross the Moselle via
& bridge constructed by the engineers snd shoot the top floors to pieces
thereby forcing the surrender of the remaining defenders.

Turing the morning of 21 Novepber General Kittel besan perticipating in
the battle &8s an infantrywan and vas subsequently wounded about 1100 hcnrn.78
Colonel Von Stossel still holding out in Fort St, Quentin assumed command at
thie point, Shortly aftervard General Kittel wes taken prisoner while being
wrented for his wound, Since General Kittel had relinquished command and
sinece some of the outlying forts still had not surrerdered, Kittel refused to
surrender the garrisen, Thie refugal denied the XX Corps the surrender
coremony they deserved.

Fighting continued or the Iale Chambiere on 22 Novesbar while American

troops flushed German snldiere frum the tunnel complex of the fortress. By
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1435 hours, 22 November the 377th Infantry Regiment Commander reported that
all resistanee in the city had ceased, Although the Dattle for Metx was

officially over, the fight for the romaining outlying forts would eontinue

for three more weoks before the area was turned over to the French.




OF BAAVY
Qenexal

The "Battle for Metx" developed im an ocutstanding example of & deliber-
ste attack to reduce a fortified positicn, The operation was marked by
detalled and skillful planning on the part of tbe Third Army and its associ-
ated eorps staffs, This planning was clearly the result of lessons learned
from the poorly coordinated and costly operations concueted in Septexber and
October., The operation was econducted withoui air cover in the worst of
venther eoncitions,?9 Its succesaful execution, therefore, depended in most
part on the effective leadership of regimental and bsttalion comnanders who
kept their men moving and mansged limited combat support resources effieiontly.
Most important, however, to final vietory was the determination, endurance,
and aggressivenees of the individual soldier who daily contimued the attack
despite supply shortages, bmd weather, personsl misery, and fierce enemy
resistance. Their performance at Motz put away forever the myth of the
"amorican ice cream gsoldier® that relied mere on material than courage to
win dattles,

To the Third Army, the buttlc vas an essentisl lst step to eontinue its
offenwive, sgtablish & bridgehead agross the Ssar River, and to finally
breech the fumed Cerwan "Western Wall', Metx was not simply a pocket of
repistance that could be wimply by pmssed, The rosi net in the aress sd~
Jncert to the city was poorly developsd and probably could not support the
traffie¢ mssociated with an sroy or corps line of communication, Additionally
the brideges setup by the divisions involved in ths uLzttle could net sustain
long term heavy logistice traffice The bdridge and road network that ran
through Metz hsd to be segured if the Third was to eontinue ite drive wo:t.ao

The perspective of the Corman’s Army Group G ves similar, Metz was an
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important eenter from which to support its forward positions along the
NMosolle, The retention of Metx and its sassociated riverline defense bhouzht
time for the Army Oroup to improve its “Western Wall* fortifications ard to

farther delay the U.3. Third Army's entry in Germany 1tlolf.81

Significance ol the Battle
Ihe Awericans

Genersl Patton!s success in breaking through to the Saar which was made
possible by the reduction of Metx, gave eredidility to the U.S. poaition of a
broal front strategy. In the north, General Hoige's Tirst Army had met only
1imited progross in its attack and was held east of the Ruhr River, If Third
Arny's attack had also failed, the British could have eagily held 21at Army
froup's operations as poor diversions to the theater's main eftert, This
eould have eliminated for (eneoral Eisenhowaer any support for his bread front
ltrutagy.sz

The enemy forces caught by Third Army's attack were decisively defeatusd,
The envelopment and follow on pursult destroyed large ensmy units deyond the
poiut of roconatitution, As a result, when Third Army established its new
1ine alons the Saar, it opposed an extremely weakenod enemy with almost no
offanaive capability. This situation greatly facilitated Third Army's later

disengagement to launeh ite Necember sounter attack in the Ardannet.83

Ihe Gormang

Despits the decisive defeat of their forceas in the ares, Army Group G
was able to achleve gome stratogic gains, The September andi October enguge-
ments which precsded the final battle of Metx showed the value of the area's
fortification network, The Germann were then able to withdraw their more

oxperionced combat troops for employment elsevhere whils utilizing lower

qual ity units around Mets, The poorer fightings capabilitiea of thess troops
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wera partly compensated for by the Netr fortifiontions., 'Thias allowed thoe
Gormans t0 releass good formations for the winter offensive in the Ardennes,
allowod them to galn time for the offensive, and strengthen western defonses
boyond the Samr at the cost of only thuir most expeniable fornutionsoau

In addition, the Germans could use the arca to force the Americans into
di1fficult and longthy urban battles. This type of combat is vxtremoly
destrustive to the villages and farms., Hewever, since it was unlikely that
this territory would ever be returned to German gomtrol, they gould use 1t‘
to achisvs the maximun delay of U.8, foraon.85

Army Group (i, slthough it incurred grcut losses, was able to delay the
Third Army, position its more effectivs units to defend the Smar, snd gain
time and forces for the Ardennes Offensiva, It was able to maintain the
coheslon of 1ts First Army throughout the battle and establish a eontimuous
2nd defensive 1ine,86
Dattlefield Lesgons

The YBattle of Mete" offers several important lessons that are highly
relevant to the Army'e prosent day application of its Airlani Buttle doctrine,
Some of the most significant are as follows:

Bad Weather Operations: An extremely notable characteristic of

Adrlani Battle tactlcs is the eamploymeat of attack helieopters and other air
guprort to destroy eounter attack forces, and to generally isolate the battle=
field so that the offenaive power of ground mansuver forces ean be concentrated.
These oparatisng sre succszsful, however, only if the weathor permits the
ewployment of alreraft. XX Corps found themselves in & situation where their
available sirpower could not be used, This waa compengatod for by the

af fnctive employment of both divielon and corps artillery sssets, On more

than one occasion, enomy counterattacks wero disrupted and the offensivs
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momentum maintsined by large concentrations of artillery fire, Until such
time when the air assets avalladle to support corps operations are truly
Yall=woather®, 1t would seem that the employment of artillery should bs morw
carnfully considersd in vergaming offensive courses of setion, In light of
the Army's experiesnce at Metx, wargaming under conditions of unfavorable
wveather should bo the rule rather than the exception in staff operations.

Commander's intent: The "Buttle of Netr" reaffirmed the importance
of & subordinate's understaniing of his commanisr's intent in an operstion,
Corps, division and regimental conmanders were able to effectively recon-
figure their foreces, sghange their main effort, and redirect their combat
support to meet changing situations without diverting their attention from
what vas to be accomplished. Ths early erossing of the 95th Infantry Divi-
sion, the redireetion of the 10th Armored Division, and the fermation of Task
Force Bacon wero all diversions from the origimal plan that commaniers were
able to improvise because they knew what end result was expected,

Training during Gombat: One important aspect that is often neglected
in the study of tactics is the conduet of unit training during & war, A key
elemont in the success of the U,S. Army in the "Battle of Metz" was the
special training in fortification fighting eonlucted beforso the November
assault, The 90th and 95th divieion units had practiced the technijues neces-
sary to storm and defeat the Nety fortifications, Without this training, they
would have bonn yubjected to high casunlties, The Army nesds to insure that
its ecorps are organized and oriented to conluct such training in future
conflicts, Without this capability, U.S5, units may find it difficult to deal
with new threat battlefinld tactics or to emrloy new wesapons and tactice

introdaced during the conflict,
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