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PLANT -QUARANTINE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

OF INDIA

This revision of the plant quarantine import restrictions
of India has been prepared for the informetion of nurserymen,
plant quarantine officials, and others interested in the expor-
tation of plante and plant products to that country.

The circular was prepared by Richard Faxon, Division of
Plant Quarantines, from the "Ruies for Regulating the Import of
Plants, etc., 1nto British India," Notification No, F.320/35-A,
July 20 1936, corrected up to June 27, 1951, furnished by the
American Embassy, New Delhi, India, in Despatch 765, dated
October 3, 1951, and from other valid notifications.

The information contained in this circular is believed io
be correct and complete up to the time of its preparation, but
it is not intended to be used independently of, nor as a sub-
stitute for the original, and it is not to be interpreted as
legally authoritative.
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PLANT-QUARANTINE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS
OF INDIA

BASIC LEGISIATION

The Destructive Insects and Pests Act, approved February 3, 1914, as
amended., F

The Act empowers the Governor-General-in-Council,-by notification of
the Gazette of India, to prohibit or regulate the importation into British
India of any article or class of articles likely to cause infection of any
crop.

The Act also empowers the local government, subject to the control of
the Governor-General-in-Council, to make rules for the detention, inspec-
tion, disinfection, or destruction of such article or class of articles
and to impose penalties for infractions of the said rules,

RULES FOR REGUIATING THE IMPORT OF PLANTS, ETC,.,
INTO BRITISH INDIA

Notification No, F, 320/35-A,, dated July 20, 1936
(corrected up to June 27, 1951)

DEFINITIONS
l, In this order:

(1) "official certificate" means & certificate granted by the proper
‘officer or authority in the country of origin (exports of plants and plant
products from the United States to India must be certified by the U. S.
Department of Agriculture);

(1i) "Plant" means a living plant or part thereof, but does not in-
clude seeds; ,

(11i) "Prescribed port" means any of the following ports: Bombay,
Calcutta, Cochin, Dhanushkodi, Madras, Negapatam, Port Blair, and Tuticorin;

(iv) All provisions referring to plants or seeds shall apply also to all
packing material used in packing or wrapping such plants or seeds.

MAIL AND PARCEL POST

2, No plant shall be imported into India by means of the letter or
sample poet; provided that sugarcane for planting intended to be grown
under the personal supervision of tke Government Sugarcane Expert,
Coimbatore, may be imported by him by such post,
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IMPORTATTION BY AIR

3. No plant shall be 1impcrted into India by air; provided that plants
which are infested with living insects and are intended for the intrcduc-
wion of such living Insecte mey be sc imporied if they are accompanied dy a
gpeclal certificate from the Head of Division of Entcmolicgy. Indlen
Agricultural Research Institute, that euch plants are imported for the pur-
pose of introducing such irsects. . ;

PRESS NOTES --RULES REGARDING PLANT IMPCRTS
(Despatch 958, 11/2/51, Amembessy, New Deihl)

Under the exlsting ruies the import of +the following sceds by alr ie
restricted: ' : : P '
(i) The import of Hevea rubber sseds is prohititéd from America and
West Indles except by the Director cf Agriculiure, Madras.
{11) The irpcrt of seeds of flax, berseer,; coticn, and Mexican Jumping
teans is prechibited.
(111) The import of coffee secds and ccffee beans 'is prchibited excep:
by the Directecr of Research, Indlan Coffse Board, Bergelors. Thils prohibi-
ticn docs not apply to {a) rcas+ed and ground ccffee, or (b} te a consign-
ment of vnroasted or unground coffee beans or seeds prcduced in India cr
in Burma and covered by a certifilcate cf origin in the specified fcorm and
signed by a competent authority.
(iv) The import of sunflower seeds from Peru and Argentine is prokibited.
The transit of plants through Irdia by air, or their trsnsshipment, i3,
however, pcrmitited provided they sre accompanied by an officlal certificate
and are packeC in such contairers as will no% permit insects reachiang or
leaving the plent material and ae are not opened in any part of Indla.

FUMIGATION

4. No plants other +than fruizs and vegetables in*tenced for ccusump-
tlon, notatoes, sugurcans, and unmanufactured tobacco, either ruw cr cured,
shall be imported into Indie by sea except after fumigaticn with hydre-
cyanic acld gas and at a prescribed port: Provided, that plante which are
infested with living parasitized insects and are iuiended for the inbrcduc-
tion of such parasites may be imported without such furlgation if +hey are
accompanied by a speclal sertificate from the Head of Divisicn of Entomology,
Indiun Agricultwral Research Tnstitute, that such rlants ave imported for
the purpose of introducing such perasites. ‘

CERTIFICATICN

5. (1) No plants, other then unmanufacturec tobacco imported from
Burma, fruite and vegetables intended for consumpticn, and pctatoes, shail
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be imported into India by sea from the United States unless accompaniled by
an official certificate, issued by the U. S. Department of Agriculture,
that they are free from injurious insects and diseases.

(2) The certificate shall be in the form prescribed in the Third
Schedule, or in a form as near thereto as may be, and supplying all infor-
mation called for in that form, which follows:

Certificate

This is to certify that the plant (s), living plant (8), or plant

~ a representative sample of the plant (s)
products (Strike out the words not applicable)

living plant (8), or plant products

included in the consignment, of which particulars are given below were/was
thoroughly examined on the (date) A el ol o gl Rl i

a duly authorized official of the . . . . . . .« « « » and found to te
healthy, no evidence of the presence of any inJurious insect, pest, or
disease (destructive to agricultural or horticultural crops or to trees or
bushes) having been found in/on them, and that the consignment (including
the packing) covered by this certificate has/has not teer treated in the
following manner (e.g., fumigated with . . . . . . . or disinfected with

- . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

prior

immediately subsequent to insgpection.

Inspected in the field by a duly authorized inspector on . . . . .
Not inspected

SigDatUre s « s ¢ s s & ¢ s s s o 6 @
OETlcial SEALRD « s = 0 4 § & wow @

mte L . . - . L ] . . . .
No. and description of packages « « « « « « + & "
Distinguishing marks . . . . R S . 58

Description of plants or plant products or parts thereof PR 5 e f i o'
SRErtod o Do Zrown 8% o « « ¢ o8 ebe Bea b 0w » U e T
Exported by . . . . . . A S B Yo

Name and address of consignee » o N R il e 6w & e

Name of vessel or particulars of route s T S L T S
DataloPCalUIaIER TR 00 00 S PRt (el W wlel e e e e e e
Port or place of entry . . . DO RN TS S Dol (TR SR D e
Additional Certificate (s) attached 5. ks il g

(Give here details of any special certificates 1ssued in respect to
imports specifically scheduled.)
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POTA”OES EY SEA

6, Potatoes shall no+ be 1mparted into Iudia ty sea exoent from
Burma, unless they ere accompenied ty:

(al A certificate from the comsigror etating fully ir what country
ard in what district of such country the potatoes were grown, and

(t' An official certificate stating:

{1} That no case of wars vy dlscase. \Svnqugyium.endobio'znnn, of peta-
toes or the existence of the peste, golden nematode {(Heterodera
roetochiensis) and Colorado potato beetle (leptinotarse cscemlinsata! in
any otage of development hae occcurred &t any time during 12 moatks preged-
ing the date of the gertificate witkin 5 milles of the place where the k.*a-
toee inciuded ir the consignmen' were grown;

i1} That the crop from which the potatoes were derived was officially
inspected 1In the 1eld and thet the degree of freedon from virus diseases,
-wag puffleiently high to ensure the pultapiiis ty of the progeny for sesd
purposes and thka% %the saild crop wes not grown In the viginiiy of any un-
healthy potato crop; and

{111) That a representative sample of potatoes ‘ncluded in the corsign-~
ment was thoroughly exemined ard found to ve Lealthy and there wes no
evidence in it of the preseuce of any *:sec+ pest or fungus desiructive to
agricultural ard korvicultural crops; -

Provided, that potatoes may be impcrisd from Italy if they are accomp=-
enied ty & ce"tiPicate of freedor from disease gramted by & Royali
Phytopathological Institute in Iialy;

Provided £lso, that potatoss may te imported under & certificate from
the Bead of Division of Botany, Indian Agricultural Research Imstitute,
New Delhi, or the Plant Protection Adviser to the Go*ernmvnt of India, or
the Direstor, Central Potato Reseerck Institute,

EBER PLANTS
7. Rubber plants shall not be imported irnto India Ty sea unless, in
addition to the gensral certificate required under Rule 5, they asre accomp-
anied ty an offisiel sertificate that the estate from waick the plants bave
crigiuated or the individual plants are free from Fomes gg;osue
Sphaerostilbe repezs, Dothidella ulei 1-Me¢anogsammogsis
Fusicladium masrosporum, snd Oldliwn hevease,

"CITRJS PLANTS

8A, No iemon plants, lime planis, orange plants, grapefruit plants,
or other citrue plante, and no cuttings of such pients shall de imported
into India unless, in addition to tho general certifioate required under
Rule 5, they are accompanied by an official certificate that they are free
from the Mal Seoso caused by Devterophome trackeipbila, or that the disease
does not exist in the country in WLioL they were growh,
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TOBACCO

8B, Unmanufactured tobacco, either raw or cured, shall not be im-
ported into India by sea except from Burma or the Kalat State, unless, in
addition to the general certificate required under Rule 5, it is accomp-
anled by an official certificate that it is free from Ephestia ®lutella
or that the pest does not exist in the country of origin, (See also
PQM No, 540),

Provided, that in the case of tobaoco unaccompanied by such certifi-
cates, the consignment shall be examined on importation by such officer as
the Central Government may appoint, on payment of such fee, if any, to
meet the cost of such examination as it may direct,

SUGARCANE

9. (1) The importation of sugarcene into India by sea from the Fiji
Islands, New Guinea, Australia, or the Philippine Islands is prohibited
absolutely.

(2) The importation of sugarcane into India by sea from any other
country is prohibited unless, in addition to the general certificate re-
quired under Rule 5, it 1s accompanied by an officlal certificate that it
has been examined and found free from cane borers, ecale insects, white-
flies, root disease (any form), pineapple disease, Ceratostomella paradoxa
(Thielaviopsis paradoxa), sereh, and cane gummosis, that it was obtained
from a crop which was free from mosaic disease, and that the Fiji disease
of sugarcane does not occur in the country of export:

Provided, that in the case of canes for planting imported direct by
the Government Sugarcane Expert, Coimbatore, and intended to be grown
under his personal supervision, such certificates shall be required only
in respect to the freedom of the country of export from the Fijli disease
of sugarcane,

HEVEA
10, (a) Hevea rubber plants and hevea rubher seeds shall not be im-
ported into India from America or from the West Indies except by the
Director of Agriculture, Madras,
FLAXSEED, BERSEEM, AND COTTONSEED

11, (a) Seeds of flax, berseem, and cotton shall not be lmported by
letter or sample post or otherwise than by sea (See also 13 and 1i (2)).

(b) The importation of "Mexican Jjumping beans (Sebastiania palmeri)
of the family Euphorbiaceae" 1s prohibited absolutely.
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COFFEE

12. Coffee plants, coffee seeds, and coffee beans shall not be imported
into India except for experimental planting purposes only by the Director of
Ressarch, Indian Coffee Board, Bangalore, who shall take all measures neces-
sary to ensure that such coffee plants, beans, or seeds as are importsd by
him are free from plant diseases and injurious insects:

Provided, that the prohibition hereinbofore contained shall not apply
to (1) roasted and ground coffee, or (i11) a consignment of unroasted or
unground coffee beans or seeds produced in India or in Burma and covered by
a certificate of origin signed by an authorized official. -

13. Flax seeds and berseem (Egyptian clover) seeds shall not be im-
ported into India by sea, unless the conslgnee produces before the Collector
of Cuctoms a license from a Department of Agriculture in India in that be-
half . : : ;

I

RAW COTTON

14. (1) Unginned cotton, other than cotton from a port of Saurashtra or
of the Lasbella or Kalat State which has been produced in India shall not
be lmported by sea or by air.

(2) Cottonseed shall not be 1mported by sea save for experimental pur-
poses by one of the Directors of Agriculture and shall not be so imported .
by such officer save at the port of Bombay and in quantities not exceeding
one hundredweight in any one consignment and on condition that it will be
fumigated on importation with carbon bisulphide or methyl bromide: Provided,
that, if the cottonseed 1s accompanied by a certificate from a Government
Entomclogist of the country of origin to the effect that the seed and its
container have been treated in such a way as to destroy all insect life, the
seed shall be examined on importation by such officer as the Central Govern-
ment mey appoint and shall not be required +o be refumigated unless such
examination shows that refumigation 1s necessary.

GINNED COTTON

Notification No. 1581, Agri., dated October 1, 1931, as amended up to
April 18, 1950, Regulating the Import into British India of American Cotton
or West Indies cotton.

Definitions

1. In this order:
(1) "Cotton" includes ginned cotton, and droppings, strippings, fly
and other waste products of a cotton mill, other than yarn waste, but does
not include cottonseed or unginned cotton.
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(1i) "Americen cotton" means all cotton produced in any part of America,

(1ii) "Bale" meeans any pressed package of cotton of whatever size or
density.

(iv) "Square Bale" means & bale exceeding 270 pounds,

(v) "Round Bale" means a bale not exceeding 270 pounds,

(vi) "West Indies Cotton" means all cotton produced in any part of the
West Indies,

2. The entry of American cotton or West Indies cotton is restricted to
ports of Bombay and Madras,

(a) On or before the departure of a ship carrying & consigmment of
American cotton or West Indies cotton for Bombay or Madras from the port
from which the cotton is consigned, the consignee shkall ascertain the name
of the ehip, the probable date of its arrival in Bombay or Madras, and the
number of square and round bales in the above consignment, and furnish this
information to Customs and other authkorities in Bombay and Madras at least
14 days before the arrival of the ship at the port concerned,

(b) The cctton shall be disinfected on arrival at Bombay or Madras, as
prescribed by the local government.

(¢) Cost of fumigation is payable to Collectors of Customs at Bombtay
or Madras,

Samples of American or West Indies cotton by parceli post or ship's
parcels not exceeding 20 pounde each shall be fumigated free of charge at
Bombay or Madras Customs House fumigation chamber.

SUNFLOWER SEED

14A, Sunflower seed shall not be imported into India from Argentina
and Peru by means of letter or sample post or as passengers' accompanied
baggage or by any other means.

ONION SM

14B. No bulbs or plants of onion (Allium cepa), garlic (Allium
sativum), shallot (Alliuvm ascolonicum), leek (Allium porrum), chive (Allium
schoenoprasum) shall be imported into India unless they are accompanied, in
addition to the general certificates required under Rule 5, by an official
phytosanitary certificate guaranteeing freedom from the fungus diseass,
Urocystis cepulas, (Notification of amendment of Notification No, F.
320/35-A, dated July 20, 1936, effective September 11, 1951,)

15, Nothing in these rules shall be deemed to apply to:

(1) The bringing by sea or by air from one port or place in India to
another such port or place; or

(2) The transit of plants through India by air, or their trensshipment
if they are acccmpanied by official certificates as prescrided in entry (1)
of Rule 1, and are packed in such containers as will not permit insects
reaching or leaving the plant material and as are not to be opened in any
part of India,
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