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Thia revision of the plant quarantine import restrictions 
of India has been prepared. for the tnformation of nurserymen, 
plant quarantine officials, and others interested in the expor­
tation of plants and plant products to that country. 

The circular was prepared by Richard Faxon, Division of 
Plant Quarantines, from the "Rules for Regulat ing the Import of 
Plants, etc., into British India," Notification No. F.320 / 35-A, 
July 20, 1936, corrected up to June 27, 1951, furnished by the 
American Embassy, New Delhi, India, in Despatch 765, dated. 
October 3, 1951, and from other valid notifications. 

The information contained in this circular is believed to 
be correct and complete up to the time of its preparation, but 
it is not intended. to be used independently of, nor as a sub­
stitute for the o.riginal, and it is not to be interpreted as 
legally authoritative. 
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PIANT-QTJARANTINE IMPORI' RESTRICTIONS 

OF INDIA 

:BASIC LEGISI.ATION 

The Destructive Insects and Peete Act, aPProved February 3, 1914, as 
amended. 

The Act empowers the Governor-General-in-Council; by notificat i on of 
the Gazette of India, to prohibit or regulate the importation into British 
India of any artiole or class of articles likely to cause infection of any 
crop. 

The Act also empowers the local government, subject· to the control of 
the Governor-General-in-Council, to make rules for the detention, inspec­
tion, disinfection, or destruction of such article or class of articles 
and to impose penalties for infractions of the said rules. 

RULES FUR RmUIATING THE IMPORT OF PIANTS, ETC,., 
INTO BRITISH INDIA 

Notification No. F. 320/35-A~, dated July 20, 1936 
(corrected up to June Z-f, 1951) · 

DEFINITIONS 

1. In this order: 

( i) "Official cert,ificate" means a certificate granted by the proper 
·officer or authority in the country of origin (exports of plants and plant 
products from the United States to India must be certified by the U~ s~ 
Department of Agriculture); 

(11) "Plant 0 means a living plant or part thereof, but d~s not in­
clude seeds; 

(111) "Prescribed port" means any of the following ports: Bombay, 
Calcutta, Coohin, Dhanushkodi, JvBdras, Negapatam, Port Blair, and Tuticorin; 

(iv) All provisions referring to plants or seeds shall apply also to all 
pa.eking ma.ter18.l used in packing or wrapping such plants or seeds. 

MAIL AND PARCEL POST 

2. No plant shall be imported into India by means of the letter or 
sample poet; provided that sugarcane for planting intended to be grown 
under the personal supervision of th.e Government Sugarcane Expert, 
Coimbatore, may be imported by him by such poet, 
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IMPORTATION BY AIR 
.. 

3. ~u p: ant shal l be imported into India by air ; provided that plants 
wbicl a:t-e 1nfest.ed with livi .. g insects and are intended fo~ the introduc­
~,4. on of s'1ch living insects ma,y be ao imported if t.hey a.re accoropanied by a 
epe l a certifica te from the liead of D:.lv1aion of Entcn:olcgy_. Indian ' 
Agricul tura l Research lns~itute, that euoh plants are imported fo~ tie pur-
pose of 1:i.troducing such ! .I!Bects. ' 

!='BESS NO'l,-E.S - -Ru~s REGARDDTG PLANT IMP oR?S 
( De s1~at.ch 9~8, 11/2/5 , Awe!Dbe.ssy., Ne·w De lh1 ) 

Unde.~ t he existing rules t.he · import of the following ~ds by a~r ·1e 
st.rioted~ 

( i) The impo:r·+, of Hevea rubber seeds is p-rohi'bi ted from America .a!!d: 
-W st Indies ex cel1t by th~ Dirac-tor cf Agz--iculture, Madras. 

( 11 ) The bport · of seeds of flax., beraeerr. j cotton, and Mexican jumping 
beans is prohibited . 

(iii) The import cf coffee eesde and ccffee beans ·is prohibited except 
by t he Directer of P.eaearch, Indian Coffr3e Board, Be,r.gelore. This prohibi­
tion doc s not ap:ply to (a) r eaa-i:,ed and g!·ound coffee, or (b; to a consign­
mGnt of iJ.r.&.1.~oas ted o.r unground coffee l ,eans . or seeds :prcdu.ced in India or 
in Burma and covered by a ce1·t1f1cat-e cf origin in · the specified fo.rm arni 
signed by a competent authority. 

( i v ) l. he import of sunfl:rwer seed.a from Peru and Argentina is prohibited. 
The t!'anai t of plants through India ty air, o:::- thei:r- transshipment., 19; 

however, --perm. t ted provide d -they are a ccompanied 't)y an ·J:!''ficial ce~tificate 
and are packed. i:r. such cont.air..e1 .. s as will not permit insects 1 eaching o:: 
l eavl.ng the plant material and ae are no~ opened 1n ·any Dar~ ·of India. 

·Fu'MIGATION 

4. No pl ants CJther t.han frui ..,s and vege+ables intenc.ed. for ccns"..;.mp­
t i on j 1) ta to~s, B~garcant3, and W".manuf actured tobacco , either :re.~ ,)r cured, 
ha 11 be imported int o India ·ny nea ':3xcept afte!' fumiga'ticn Yl1 th hydz>c­

cva~ic acid gas ani at a prescribed port ~ P~ovided; that pla~te which are 
in.fe st eel with .living parasl tized irwects and are 1---.:.,~endei for the in.trcduc­
t1 on o.J-' SU.Ch :pa:r?..si t ,es may be imported wi tho-.it S1lCh fu.T.tgati.on i f the2'" a.re 
accompan.ied by a ape 1al 1Jertificat e from th0 Read of Di viaicn cf Entomology, 
I nd ic1.n A.grieul tm:·al Research. Ir..sti tu~e }· that s uch plants a..~e 1:mpo~ted fol". 
the "Ltrpose o--- introd_ucir.g such :pe.raei t-es. 

CERT:FICATICN 

5. ( lJ No la~1ts, o·~he~ than u.nma..1.'J.f actured tobacco import;ed f-rom 
Burma , fruits and vegetables intended fo~ consuropt1cn, and pota~oea, shall 
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be imported into India by sea from the United States unless accompanied by 
an official certificate, issued by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
that they are free from injurious insects and diseases. 

(2) The certificate shall be 1n the form prescribed in the Third 
Schedule, or in a form as near t.hereto as may be, and supplying all infor­
mation called for in that form, which follows: 

C~rtificate 

Thie is to certify that the plant (s), living plant (s), or plant 

a representative sam~le of the plant (s) 
products (Strike out the words not applicable) 

living plant (s), or plant products . 
included in the consignment, of which particulars are given below were/was 
thoroughly examined on the (date)_ ••••.••• by (name) •••••... 
a duly author! zed official of the ·· . • • . • • • • . .. • and found to be 
healthy, no evidence of the presence of any inJurious insect, peat, or 
disease (destructive to agricultural or horticultural crops or to trees or 
bushes) _having been found in/on them, and that the consignment (including 
the packing) covered by this· certificate haa/has not been treated in the 
following manner (e.g., fumigated v1th ~ •••••• or disinfected with . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

prior 

immediately subsequent to inspection. 

Inspected in the field by a duly authori.zed inspector on • • • • • • • 
Not inspected 

~te • • • • • • • • • • 

Signature •••••• 
Official Status •. 

No. and description of packages • • . • • • • • • • . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Distinguishing marks • • • . • • • • • • • . . • . • • • • • . • 
Description of plants or plant products or parts thereof . •. . . • . • . • 
Started to be grown at • . • • . • • • . . . • . • • • . • . . • . 
Exported by • • • • • • . . . • • . • • • • . • • . . • . • . • . . 
Name and address of consignee •••••••.•••....••...... 
Name of vessel or particulars of route ••.•..•.••...... , . 
Date of shipment . • . . • • ·• • •. • • . . . . . . • . • . . • • • 
Port or place of entry • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • . • • . 
Additional Certificate (a) attached ••.•.•••••.••..•.• 

(Give here details of any special certlficatos issued in respect to 
imports epecifically scheduled.) 
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6, Pot.at,oes shall not be imported into Iadia ty sea except fT'on 
~~:r:na., ·unless they ere aooom.panied 'by G 

{a : A certificate from the consignor eta.ting fu.lly ir:. what coun~y 
ar.'.d in what district of su.oh country the potut.oes were. gl'OWn ., ~nd. 

(t : n official oertificate ate.ti~: , 
{ i T at no caae of warty disease . ,.~,,hytri'Jtl endobiotic~) of pcta.­

toee o.~ t-he ~xietence of the :pests., golden nematod.e (Heterodera 
!:OBtochiensia) ·a~d Colorado potato :i:esetle (urptin.otar~c.eoamlinea.ta) in 
any stage of development has ooc ·~~ed at any ti:n.a du..~ing;;.2 montta ~reoei­
ing the date of the oertlficate within 5 ro.1lee of the place where the :po~a­
toes · included in tho ooneigmn.ar.t were grow~; 

{ · i) That the crop from which the pot~:tc;,~~ vere derived ·was officially 
inspected:. 1:-i the f'1eld. and the.t the degi·ee -of freedom from virt..s d.iaeases. 

· vaa- e~fficie~tly high to ensure the. e~ita1i~ity of the progeny for e013d 
purpose.a and that '4jhe aaid .crop was not_ grown ~ t,be v-io ini:ty ol,' any u.~.-
heal thy potato c-rop; a."ld , .. . . . . ,, \.. ,. . 

iii, That a re:presenta,ti\J'e sample ~f_. :potat:oes included in the oonaig!l-
ment was thoroughly exauJ.ined & :,d. four~d ._tp o~ healthy aod there -.re.a .no 
evideroe ·in it of the .preeeuce of auy ii~ect pest or fu~g-~s dest~tive to 
agr ict1l t1~-al and hort ic~l tur:al crqpa ; · . . · 

Prov:lded, that potato'3s may be iltportsd from Itely if they are accomp­
anied ty ao'ertificate of f~eedom from diaeaae granted by~ Royal 
Phytopa,thological IZlBt 1 t1.:.t-e in IteJ.y., 

Provided also, that potatoes IDAJ' CQ ~imported under a certificate from 
the Head of Division of Bo~an:;, Indian Agricultural P.eaea.rch Ir..etitt~te, 
New Delhi, or the Pl~t .Protection Adviser to the Governre.~nt of India, or 
the Directo~: Centrai Potato Reeearoh 'Instituteo 

RUEB.ER P:.,Alfi1S 

7~ Bu~ber plants shall not be mportel i~to India ~Y sea unless, in 
addition to t.ha general cartificate req~ired Utier· R'...:.le 5, they are a.ooomp­
a:-iied by an offi~ie,l ,1ertificate thB.t "the estate from which tl...e plants b.a;e 
origina t,ed or the ind.i id\lal plants are· free from Fomes lignoaua, 
Spha.e1."os'tilbe repe~, ~othidella ulei ( = Melano:paaii'o'pai_! ~), 
F · s icladi'Z;. maorosporiun) e.n.d O'idiu..~ hevt}ae ~ 

· C ITF.JS PLANTS 

8A. No .1.emon plnn s, ltr.us plan~s, orar...ge :plants, g.rapefrt:it plants, 
or o Jhe ·~ c ft.rue plants, and no out tinge cf such ::;>lan ts shall be imported 
itto India unlesss in addition to th-d gen43ral oer~ifioate :required under 
Rule 5, they are acoOtUfan1od by an offioial oert1fica.te that tr.ey ar.e free 
from the ~l S coo oatleea. ~o:, De'!;terophome. traot.ei~hi::.a, or that the diaease 
does not exi at in the co~;-~ ~rJ in wl:ioi. they were gro·wn,) 
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TOBACCO 

8B. Unmanufactured tobacco, either raw or c·ured, shall not be im­
ported into India by eaa e~oept from Burma or the Kalat State, unless, in 
addition to the general certificate required under Rule 5, it is accomp­
anied by an official certificate that it ie free from Epheetia elutella 
or that the peat does not exist in the country of origin. tSee also 
PQM No. 540). 

Provided, that in the case of tobaoco unaccompanied by euoh certifi­
cates, the consignment shall be examined on importation by such officer as 
the Central Government may appoint, on payment of such fee, if any, to 
meet the coat of such examination as it may direct. 

StnARCANE 

9. (1) The importation of sugarcane into India by sea from the Fiji 
Islands, New Guinea, Australia, or the Philippine Islands is prohibited 
absolutely. 

(2) The importation of sugarcane into India by sea from any other 
country is prohibited unless, in addition to the general certificate re­
quired under Rule 5, it is accompanied by an official certificate that it 
has been examined and found free from cane borers, scale insects, white­
flies, root disease (any form), pineapple disease, Ceratostomella paradoxa 
(Thielaviopeia paradoxa), eereh, and cane gumm.oeis, that it was obtained. 
from a crop which wae free from mosaic disease, and that the Fiji disease 
of sugarcane does not occur in the country of export: 

Provided, that in the case of canes for planting imported direot by 
the Government Sugarcane Expert, Coimbatore, and intended to be grown 
under hie personal supervision, such certificates shall be required only 
in respect to the freedom of the country of expor~ from the Fiji disease 
of sugarcane. 

HEVEA 

10. (a) Hevea rubber plants and hevea rubber seeds shall not be im• 
ported into India from America or from the West Indies except by the 
Director of Agriculture, . _Madras. 

FLAXSEED, BERSEEM, AND COTTONSEED 

11. (a) Seeds of flax, beraeem,· and cotton shall not be imported by 
letter or sample post or otherwise than by sea (See also 13 and 14 (2)). 

(b) The importation of nMexioan jumping beans (Sebaetiania palmeri) 
of the family Euphorbia.ceae" is prohibit~d absolutely.· 
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COFFEE 

12. Coffee plants, coffee seeds, and coffee -beans shall not be imported 
into India except for experimental planting purposes only by the Director of 
Research, Indian Coffee Board, Bangalore, who shall take all measures neces­
sary to ensure that such coffee plants, beans,· or seeds as -are imported by · 
him are free from plant diseases and injurious ·1naecta: 

Provided, that the prohibition here1nbofore contained shall not apply 
to ( iJ roasted and ground coffee 1 or ( 11) a consignment of unroaated or 
unground coffee beans or seeds produced 1n India or in Burma and covered by 
a certificate of origin signed by an authorized official. 

13. Flax seeds and berseem (Egyptian clover) seeds shall not be im­
ported into India by sea, unless the consignee produces before the Collector 
of Customs a license from a Department of Agriculture in India in that be­
half . 

RAW COTTON 

14. ( l)° Ung1nned cotton, other than cotton from a port of Saurashtra or 
of the Lasbella· or Kalat State which has been produced in India shall not 
be imported by se~ o~ by air. 

(2) Cottonseed shall not be imported by sea eave for experimental pur~ 
poses by one of the D1re.ctora of Agriculture and shall not be so imported . 
by such officer save at· the port of Bombay and in quantities not exceeding 
one hundredweight in any one consignment and on condition that it will be 
fumigated on importation w1 th carbon bieulphide or methyl bromide: Provided, 
that, if the cottonseed is accompanied by a certificate from a Government 
Entomologist of the country of origin to the effect that the seed and ite 
container have been treated in euoh a way as to ·destroy all insect life, the 
seed shall be examined on importation by such officer as the Central Govern­
ment may appoint and shall not be required ~o be refumigated unless such 
examination shows that refumigation 1s necessary. 

QINNED COTTON 

Notification No. 1581, Ae;r1., dated October 1, 1931, as amended up to 
April 18, 1950, Regulating the Import into British India of American Cotton 
or West Indies cotton. 

Definitions 

1. In this order: 
(1) "Cotton" includes ginned cotton, and droppings, strippinga, fly 

and other waste products of a cotton mill, other than yarn waste, but does 
not include cottonseed or unginned cotton. 
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( ii) ".American cotton" means all cotton produced in any part of America. 
(iii) "Bale" means any pressed package of cotton of whatever size or 

density. 
(iv) "Square :Bale" means a bale exceeding 270 pounds~ 

(v) "Round Ba.le" means a bale not exceeding 270 pounds 
(vi) "West Indies Cotton" means all cotton :produced in any part of the 

West Indies. 
2. The entry of American cotton or Weet Indies cotton is restricted to 

ports of Bombay and Madras. 
(a) On or before the departure of a ship carrying a consignment of 

American cotton or West Indies cotton for Bombay or Madras from the port 
from which the cotton is consigned, the consignee shall ascertain the name 
of the ehip, the probable date of its arrival iu Bombay or ~Ad.rae, and the 
number f square and round bales in the above consignment, and furnish this 
info:nnation to Customs and other authorities in Bcmba.y and Madras at least 
14 days before the arrival of the ship at the port concerned 

(b) The octton shall be disinfected on arrival at Bombay or Madras, as 
prescribed by the local government. 

(c) Cost of fumigation is payable to Collectors of Customs at Bom'tay 
or Mid.ras. 

Samples of American or West Indies cotton by paroel post or ehip'a 
parcels not exceeding 20 pounds each ahall be fumigated free of charge at 
Bombay or Madras Customs House fumigation chamber. 

SUNFLGIER SEED 

14.A. Sunflower seed shall not be imported into India from Argentina 
and Peru by means of letter or sample post or as passengers' accompanied. 
baggage or by any other means~ 

ONION SMUT 

14B No bulbs or plants of o. ion (Allium cepa), garlic (Allium 
sativum), shallot (All.ium aecol~iciJJn), leek ~AIITum porrum), chive (Alli um 
schoenoprasum) shall be imported into India unless they are accompanied, in 
addition to the general certificates re uired under Rule 5, by an official 
phytosa.nitary certificate guaranteeing freedom from the fungus disease, 
Urocystie cepulae 0 (Notification of amendment of Notification No. F. 
320/35-A, dated July 20, l936, effective September 11, 1951,) 

15, Nothing in these rules shall be deemed to apply to: 
(1) The bringing by sea or by air from one port or place in India to 

another such port or place; or 
(2) The transit of plants through India by air, or their transshipment 

if they are accompanied by official certificates as prescrib din entry (i) 
of Rule l, and a.re packed in such containers as will not permit insects 
reaching or leaving the plant material and as are not to be opened :n any 
part of India, 
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