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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Agriculture has 
submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments are 
requested regarding; whether the 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of burden including 
the validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used; ways to enhance the 
quality, utility and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

Comments regarding this information 
collection received by September 28, 
2026 will be considered. Written 
comments and recommendations for the 
proposed information collection should 
be submitted within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice on the 
following website www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 
particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under 30-day 
Review—Open for Public Comments’’ or 
by using the search function. An agency 
may not conduct or sponsor a collection 
of information unless the collection of 
information displays a currently valid 
OMB control number and the agency 
informs potential persons who are to 
respond to the collection of information 
that such persons are not required to 
respond to the collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

Title: Movement of Plants and Plant 
Products from Hawaii and the 
Territories. 

OMB Control Number: 0579–0346. 
Summary of Collection: Under the 

Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C 7701), the 
Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
prohibit or restrict the importation, 
entry, or movement of fruits, vegetables, 
plants, and plant pests to prevent the 
introduction of pests or diseases into the 
United States, or dissemination of pests 
and diseases within the United States. 
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS), Plant Protection and 
Quarantine (PPQ), is responsible for 
implementing this Act and does so 
through the enforcement of its Hawaiian 
and territorial quarantine regulations 
contained in Part 318 of Title 7, Code 
of Federal Regulations. 

Need and Use of the Information: 
APHIS will use the following forms and 
activities to collect information: PPQ 
530, PPQ 586, PPQ 519, PPQ 540, 
Labeling of Boxes for Pest Free Areas, 
Inspection and Certification, Trapping 
and Surveillance, Contingency Plans 
approved by APHIS, Updated Mapping 
Identifying Places Where Horticultural 
or Other Crops are Grown, Written 
Request for Treatment Facility 
Approval—and Recertification, 
Recordkeeping, Decertification of Pest 
Free Areas—and Reinstatement, 
Notification of Emergency Conveyance, 
Aircraft/Ship Inspections of Departure, 
Production Site Registration, Packing 
House Registration; Labeling From Pest 
Free Areas, Labeling of Boxes for Pest 
Free Areas; Packing, Markings and 
Identify. If APHIS did not collect this 
information or if APHIS collected this 
information less frequently, the spread 
of dangerous plant diseases and pests 
could cause millions of dollars in 
damage to U.S. agriculture. 

Description of Respondents: Business 
or other for-profits; State, Local or Tribal 
Government. 

Number of Respondents: 72. 
Frequency of Responses: 

Recordkeeping; Reporting: On occasion. 
Total Burden Hours: 962. 

Rachelle Ragland-Greene, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2026–17643 Filed 8–27–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–34–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

[Docket No. APHIS–2020–0030] 

State University of New York College 
of Environmental Science and 
Forestry: Determination of 
Nonregulated Status for Blight- 
Tolerant Darling 54 American Chestnut 
(Castanea dentata) 

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: We are advising the public of 
our determination that Darling 54 
American Chestnut (Castanea dentata), 
which was developed using genetic 
engineering for tolerance to the fungal 
pathogen, Cryphonectria parasitica, is 
no longer considered regulated. Our 
determination is based on our 
evaluation of information and data 
submitted by the State University of 
New York College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry in its petition for 
a determination of nonregulated status, 
available scientific data, a plant pest 
risk assessment, and public comments 
received in response to previous notices 
announcing the availability of the 
petition for nonregulated status and a 
draft plant pest risk assessment. This 
notice announces the availability of our 
written determination and supporting 
documents. 

DATES: This change in regulatory status 
is recognized as of August 28, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may read the petition, 
our determination referenced in this 
notice, and supporting documents by 
any of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
www.regulations.gov. Enter APHIS– 
2020–0030 in the Search field. 

• Our reading room, located in 1620
of the USDA South Building, 14th Street 
and Independence Avenue SW, 
Washington, DC. Normal reading room 
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. To be 
sure someone is there to help you, 
please call (202) 799–7039 before 
coming. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Alan Pearson, Biotechnology Regulatory 
Services, APHIS, USDA, 5601 
Sunnyside Ave., AP100, Beltsville, MD 
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1 Each comment posted on Regulations.gov is 
assigned a comment ID. Users have the option to 
indicate whether their comment includes multiple 
comment submissions. If the user answers in the 
affirmative, the uploaded comment is given one 
comment ID but will count as multiple comments 
under Regulations.gov’s tally of ‘‘Comments 
Received’’. Therefore, Regulations.gov tracks both 
the number of comments posted and the total 
number of ‘‘Comments Received’’. 

20705; (301) 851–3944; email: 
alan.pearson@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the 
authority of the plant pest provisions of 
the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701– 
7772, 7781–7786) and the regulations in 
7 CFR part 340, ‘‘Introduction of 
Organisms and Products Altered or 
Produced Through Genetic Engineering 
Which Are Plant Pests or Which There 
Is Reason to Believe Are Plant Pests,’’ 
APHIS regulates, among other things, 
the introduction (importation, interstate 
movement, or release into the 
environment) of organisms and products 
altered or produced through genetic 
engineering that are plant pests or that 
there is reason to believe are plant pests. 
Such organisms and products are 
considered ‘‘regulated articles.’’ 

The regulations in § 340.6(a) provide 
that any person may submit a petition 
to the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) seeking a 
determination that an article should not 
be regulated under 7 CFR part 340. 

On January 21, 2020, APHIS received 
a petition (APHIS Petition Number 19– 
309–01p) from the State University of 
New York College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry (ESF) seeking a 
determination of nonregulated status for 
Darling 58, which was developed using 
genetic engineering to be tolerant to the 
fungal pathogen, Cryphonectria 
parasitica. The petition provided 
information in support of petitioners’ 
position that Darling 58 is unlikely to 
pose a plant pest risk and therefore 
should not be regulated under APHIS’ 
regulations in 7 CFR part 340. 

As part of our decision-making 
process regarding the organism’s 
regulatory status, APHIS prepared a 
draft plant pest risk assessment (PPRA) 
to assess the plant pest risk of the 
organism. 

On August 19, 2020, APHIS published 
the ESF petition in the Federal Register 
seeking public comment for a period of 
60 days (85 FR 51008–51009; Docket 
No. APHIS–2020–0030). APHIS 
received 4,337 total comments on the 
petition, of which 4,321 were posted to 
the docket.1 APHIS received comments 
from the academic sector, farmers, non- 
governmental organizations, nonprofit 
organizations, industry, Tribes, and 
unaffiliated individuals. Of the 4,321 

comments posted to the docket, the 
majority were in favor of deregulation of 
blight tolerant American chestnut, many 
were in opposition to deregulation, and 
several were out of scope. 

On August 6, 2021, APHIS published 
a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
in the Federal Register seeking public 
comment for a period of 30 days (86 FR 
43160–43162; Docket No. APHIS–2020– 
0030). APHIS received 3,968 total 
comments on the NOI, of which 3,964 
were posted to the docket. APHIS 
received comments from the academic 
sector, farmers, non-governmental 
organizations, nonprofit organizations, 
industry, Tribes, and unaffiliated 
individuals. Of the 3,964 comments 
posted to the docket, a large majority 
were opposed to the deregulation of 
blight tolerant American chestnut, many 
were in favor of the deregulation, and 
one was out of scope. 

On November 10, 2022, APHIS 
published the draft PPRA and draft EIS 
in the Federal Register (87 FR 67861– 
67862; Docket No. APHIS–2020–0030) 
and accepted public comments for a 
period of 45 days. APHIS extended the 
comment period for an additional 30 
days (87 FR 79273; Docket No. APHIS– 
2020–0030). APHIS received 30,455 
total comments on the draft PPRA and 
draft EIS, of which 9,289 were posted to 
the docket. APHIS received comments 
from the academic sector, farmers, non- 
governmental organizations, nonprofit 
organizations, industry, and unaffiliated 
individuals. Of the 9,289 comments 
posted to the docket, the majority were 
in favor of deregulation of blight 
tolerant American chestnut, many were 
in opposition to deregulation, some 
were out of scope, one was an extension 
request, and three were submitted by 
EPA stating that ‘‘EPA did not identify 
significant environmental concerns to 
be addressed in the Final EIS.’’ 

Subsequently, in August 2024, ESF 
submitted a revised petition (APHIS 
Petition Number 19–309–01p–amended) 
to provide additional clarifications and 
corrections about the chestnut event. 
ESF’s original January 2020 petition 
referred to Darling 58 instead of Darling 
54. These two lines were produced at 
the same time, using the same 
transgenes in the same genetic 
background, so they express the same 
protein products. Multiple analyses in 
2023 revealed that essentially all the 
offspring from the initial crosses were 
derived from Darling 54, due to a 
labeling error in 2016. Because nearly 
all of the phenotypic information in the 
original petition was generated from 
Darling 54 offspring, ESF submitted a 
revised petition to correct the line name 

and provide updates on Darling 54 
chestnuts based on data collected since 
the original submission. As a result of 
the revised petition, APHIS evaluated 
the new information provided on 
Darling 54 and revised the draft EIS and 
draft PPRA. 

On June 6, 2025, APHIS published a 
revised draft EIS and draft PPRA in the 
Federal Register, along with the revised 
petition, seeking public comment for a 
period of 45 days (90 FR 24090–24091; 
Docket No. APHIS–2020–0030). APHIS 
received 174,116 total comments on the 
revised petition, revised draft EIS, and 
revised draft PPRA, of which 4,115 were 
posted to the docket. APHIS received 
comments from the academic sector, 
farmers, non-governmental 
organizations, nonprofit organizations, 
industry, and unaffiliated individuals. 
Of the 4,115 comments posted to the 
docket, the large majority were in 
opposition to the deregulation of 
Darling 54 American Chestnut, many 
supported deregulation, and several 
were out of scope. 

However, on August 18, 2025, APHIS 
published a withdrawal of the NOI (90 
FR 40050; Docket No. APHIS–2025– 
0029). Therefore, consistent with this 
August 18, 2025 Federal Register 
notice, APHIS terminated work on the 
EIS. 

Based on APHIS’ evaluation in the 
PPRA, of information and data 
submitted by ESF in its revised petition, 
available scientific data, and public 
comments received in response to the 
original and revised petitions and draft 
PPRAs, APHIS has determined that 
Darling 54 is unlikely to pose a greater 
plant pest risk than the nonmodified 
comparator and therefore is no longer 
subject to our regulations in 7 CFR part 
340 governing the introduction of 
certain organisms developed using 
genetic engineering. 

Copies of the signed determination, 
PPRA, and response to comments, as 
well as the previously published 
petitions (original and revised) and 
supporting documents, are available as 
indicated in the ADDRESSES and FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT sections 
of this notice. 

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701–7772 and 
7781–7786; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7 CFR 2.22, 
2.80, and 371.3. 

Done in Washington, DC, this 24th day of 
August 2026. 
Sarah Helming, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–17596 Filed 8–27–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–34–P 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 18:39 Aug 27, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 9990 E:\FR\FM\28AUN1.SGM 28AUN1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
8B

H
N

X
B

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

1

mailto:alan.pearson@usda.gov
http://Regulations.gov
http://Regulations.gov
http://Regulations.gov

		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-08-28T03:01:08-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




