>
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 139/ Wednesday, July 22, 2026/ Notices

46137

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the associated
funerary objects described in this notice
to a requestor may occur on or after
August 21, 2026. If competing requests
for repatriation are received, the DOE—
ID must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the associated
funerary objects are considered a single
request and not competing requests. The
DOE-ID is responsible for sending a
copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice and any other
consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: July 15, 2026.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-14716 Filed 7-21-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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Notice of Inventory Completion: U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Washington, DC, and
Eastern Washington University,
Cheney, WA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) and Eastern
Washington University has completed
an inventory of human remains and
associated funerary objects and has
determined that there is a cultural
affiliation between the human remains
and associated funerary objects and
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
August 21, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
to Tamara Billie, NAGPRA Manager,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 1001 Indian
School Road NW, Mailbox 44,
Albuquerque, NM 87104, email
tamara.billie@bia.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the BIA and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at least,
three individuals have been identified.
The one associated funerary object is a
mammal bone. In 1950, human remains
were recovered by a University of
Washington Field Party possibly under
the direction of Douglas Osborne, as a
part of archeological investigations in
Okanogan County in the Chief Joseph
Reservoir, Okanogan County, WA. The
site (45—0OK-10) is located within the
current boundaries of the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation. The
recovered archeological materials,
including human remains and funerary
objects, were sent to the Washington
State Museum, Seattle, WA (now the
Thomas Burke Washington State
Memorial Museum), and accession in
1966 (Accn. 1966—92). No known
individuals were identified. In 1974, the
Burke Museum transferred portions of
the human remains to Seattle
University. Sometime in the early
1990s, these human remains were
transferred to the Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Reservation, then
subsequently transferred in 1992 to
Eastern Washington University for
identification. The site (45-OK-10) is
located within the current boundaries of
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation. This area was historically
and prehistorically occupied by the
Interior Salishan group, the Nespelem.
The artifacts from the site include both
pre- and post-contact materials. The site
is located between two major Hudson’s
Bay Company Forts, Fort Okanogan,
which was in operation between 1812 to
1860, and Fort Colville, which was in
operation between 1825-1870. There
were few Euro-American settlers in the
area until after 1900 (Osborne, Crabtree,
and Brian 1952). Sites in the
surrounding area (450K159 and 450K?7)

include historic funerary objects
associated with Native American burials
(Cook 2013). The Nespelem traditionally
occupied the area surrounding the
Nespelem River and the Columbia River
to the confluence with the Okanogan
River (Ruby and Brown 2010). The
Nespelem speak Interior Salish. Today,
the Nespelem are represented by the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice.

Determinations

The BIA has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of three individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e The one object described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after August 21, 2026.
If competing requests for repatriation
are received, BIA must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The BIA is
responsible for sending a copy of this
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notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: July 15, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-14719 Filed 7-21-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N7330; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0043273; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUO0ORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation:
William S. Webb Museum of
Anthropology, University of Kentucky,
Lexington, KY

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
William S. Webb Museum of
Anthropology, University of Kentucky
(WSWM) intends to repatriate certain
cultural items that meet the definition of
unassociated funerary objects and that
have a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
August 21, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Dr. Celise
Chilcote-Fricker, William S. Webb
Museum of Anthropology, University of
Kentucky, 1020 Export Street,
Lexington, KY 40504, email
celise.fricker@uky.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the WSWM, and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 14 cultural items have been
requested for repatriation. The 14
unassociated funerary objects are one lot

faunal, one awl splinter and 12 dogs.
Site 15McL11, the Ward Site (aka the
Cypress Creek Site) in McLean County,
Kentucky was excavated in 1938 by
University of Kentucky archaeologists
under contract to the Works Progress
Administration. No known hazardous
substances are present.

Determinations

The WSWM has determined that:

e The 14 unassociated funerary
objects described in this notice are
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near human
remains, and are connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American
culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of
Oklahoma; Cherokee Nation; Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians; Eastern
Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma; Shawnee
Tribe; and the United Keetoowah Band
of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after August 21, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the WSWM must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the cultural items are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The WSWM is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in

this notice and to any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: July 15, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—14737 Filed 7-21-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N7329; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0043271; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences,
Buffalo Museum of Science, Buffalo,
NY

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Buffalo
Society of Natural Sciences intends to
repatriate a certain cultural item that
meets the definition of an object of
cultural patrimony and that has a
cultural affiliation with the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural item
in this notice may occur on or after
August 21, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
item in this notice to Kathryn H.
Leacock, Buffalo Society of Natural
Sciences, Buffalo Museum of Science,
1020 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo, NY
14211, email kleacock@sciencebuff.org.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Buffalo Society
of Natural Sciences and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in the
summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of one cultural item has been
requested for repatriation. The object of
cultural patrimony is known as catalog
number C13450 and is made of woven
plant fiber. Museum catalog records
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