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registration for attending the meeting
starts July 31, 2026 and it should be
completed no later than September 1,
2026.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in-
person at the Hubert H. Humphrey
Building, Room 800, 200 Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20201.
The meeting will also be live-streamed
and can be accessed through a live
webcast on the day of the meeting.
Additional instructions regarding
attending this meeting virtually will be
posted at least one week prior to the
meeting at: http://www.hhs.gov/
paccarb.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sarah Mcclelland, M.P.H., Designated
Federal Officer, Presidential Advisory
Council on Combating Antibiotic-
Resistant Bacteria, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Health, U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, Email: CARB@hhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Presidential Advisory Council on
Combating Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria
(PACCARB), established by Executive
Order 13676, is continued by Section
505 of Public Law 116-22, the
Pandemic and All-Hazards
Preparedness and Advancing Innovation
Act of 2019 (PAHPAIA). Activities and
duties of the PACCARB are governed by
the provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA), Public Law 92—
463, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.), which
sets forth standards for the formation
and use of federal advisory committees.

The PACCARB shall advise and
provide information and
recommendations to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services (Secretary)
regarding programs and policies
intended to reduce or combat antibiotic-
resistant bacteria that may present a
public health threat and improve
capabilities to prevent, diagnose,
mitigate, or treat such resistance. The
PACCARB shall function solely for
advisory purposes.

Such advice, information, and
recommendations may be related to
improving: the effectiveness of
antibiotics; research and advanced
research on, and the development of,
improved and innovative methods for
combating or reducing antibiotic
resistance, including new treatments,
rapid point-of-care diagnostics,
alternatives to antibiotics, including
alternatives to animal antibiotics, and
antimicrobial stewardship activities;
surveillance of antibiotic-resistant
bacterial infections, including publicly
available and up-to-date information on
resistance to antibiotics; education for
health care providers and the public

with respect to up-to-date information
on antibiotic resistance and ways to
reduce or combat such resistance to
antibiotics related to humans and
animals; methods to prevent or reduce
the transmission of antibiotic-resistant
bacterial infections; including
stewardship programs; and coordination
with respect to international efforts in
order to inform and advance the United
States capabilities to combat antibiotic
resistance.

The focus of the September 9-10,
2026, meeting will be to explore how
microbiome science can support AMR
prevention, drive novel interventions,
and build public awareness and
understanding of microbiome-focused
health promotion measures. The
meeting will focus on innovative and
emerging topics in antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) and the microbiome.
The meeting agenda will be posted on
the PACCARB website at http://
www.hhs.gov/paccarb when it has been
finalized. All agenda items are tentative
and subject to change. Instructions
regarding attending the meeting
virtually will be posted at least one
week prior to the meeting at: http://
www.hhs.gov/paccarb. Members of the
public will have the opportunity to
provide comments during the
September meeting by pre-registering
online at http://www.hhs.gov/paccarb;
pre-registration is required for
participation in this session with
limited spots available. Written public
comments can also be emailed to
CARB@hhs.gov by midnight September
2, 2026, and should be limited to no
more than one page. All public
comments received prior to September
2, 2026, will be provided to the
PACCARB members.

Sarah Mcclelland,

Designated Federal Officer, Presidential
Advisory Council on Combating Antibiotic-
Resistant Bacteria, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Health.
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SUMMARY: The National Institute of
Dental and Craniofacial Research
(NIDCR) is developing its Strategic Plan
for Fiscal Years 2027—-2031. NIH is
publishing this Request for Information
(RFI) to solicit input from researchers in
academia and industry; health care
professionals; patient advocates and
advocacy organizations; scientific and
professional societies; federal partners;
and other interested members of the
public on topics under consideration for
the next strategic plan. Organizations
are strongly encouraged to submit a
single response that reflects the views of
the organization and its membership.
DATES: Comments must be received by
11:59:59 p.m. (ET) on Monday,
September 14, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Responses to this RFI must
be submitted electronically using the
web-based form at: https://
www.nidcr.nih.gov/about-us/strategic-
plan/not-de-26-015.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions about this request for
information should be directed to
Wendy Knosp, Ph.D., National Institute
of Dental and Craniofacial Research, 31
Center Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892,
nidcrstrategicplan@nidcr.nih.gov, 240—
597-8345.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The National Institute of Dental and
Craniofacial Research (NIDCR),
established in 1948 through the
National Dental Research Act, is the
federal government’s lead agency for
research on dental, oral, and
craniofacial (DOC) health and disease.
NIDCR’s mission is to advance
fundamental knowledge about DOC
health and disease and translate these
findings into prevention, early
detection, and treatment strategies that
improve overall health across the
lifespan.

In accordance with the 21st Century
Cures Act (Pub. L. 114-255), NIDCR is
developing its Strategic Plan for Fiscal
Years 2027-2031. The Institute’s current
strategic plan, Science: Advancing Oral
Health for All 2021-2026 (available at
https://www.nidcr.nih.gov/sites/default/
files/2022-01/NIDCR-Strategic-Plan-
2021-2026.pdf), is organized around five
strategic priorities: integrate oral and
general health; precision dental
medicine; translate and implement;
robust research pipeline; and partner
and collaborate. These priorities have
helped shape a robust and responsive
research portfolio.

As the world’s largest funder of oral
health research, NIDCR advances
fundamental knowledge of dental, oral,
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and craniofacial (DOC) health and
disease and translates these insights into
strategies for prevention, early
detection, and treatment. NIDCR’s
funding decisions weigh rigorous
assessments of scientific merit,
alignment with program priorities, and
balance across the research portfolio.
Moreover, these decisions are anchored
in the current NIDCR Strategic Plan
(available at https://www.nidcr.nih.gov/
about-us/strategic-plan), which
emphasizes continued investment in
fundamental research to sustain
scientific excellence and advance the
institute’s broader mission. To that end,
the Institute’s supported research has
deepened understanding (available at
https://www.nidcr.nih.gov/news-events/
nidcr-news/2024/probing-periodontal-
disease) of the oral microbiome and
inflammatory pathways underlying gum
disease, with implications for both oral
and systemic health. Initiatives such as
the DOC Tissue Regeneration
Consortium (available at https://
doctre.org/) further bridge discovery and
clinical application, helping move basic
science toward patient-centered
solutions.

As NIDCR looks to the future, there is
a growing need for science that not only
builds on these foundations but also
anticipates and responds to emerging
public health challenges, technological
advances, and evolving patient and
community needs. Input is sought on
how the next strategic plan can position
the DOC research enterprise to meet
current demands while remaining
adaptable to future scientific
opportunities.

NIDCR recognizes the critical role of
oral health in overall health and well-
being. Increasing evidence highlights
the interconnectedness of DOC
conditions with systemic health
outcomes, underscoring the importance
of integrating DOC research within
broader biomedical and public health
contexts. At the same time, a deeper
understanding of the root causes of DOC
diseases is essential to inform
prevention strategies and improve
treatments.

The purpose of this Request for
Information (RFI) is to gather input from
a broad range of stakeholders to inform
the development of NIDCR'’s strategic
directions for fiscal years 2027—-2031.
Specifically, NIDCR seeks feedback on
research needs, gaps, opportunities, and
emerging scientific areas relevant to
DOC health and disease.

Information Requested

NIDCR invites input from researchers
in academia and industry; health care
professionals; patient advocates and

advocacy organizations; scientific and
professional societies; federal partners;
and other interested members of the
public.

Responses to this RFI will be
considered by NIDCR leadership and
staff, in coordination with the National
Advisory Dental and Craniofacial
Research Council, in shaping future
strategic planning efforts. Respondents
are encouraged to provide input on the
following topic areas, as they relate to
NIDCR’s future strategic directions for
fiscal years 2027-2031:

1. Dental, Oral, and Craniofacial (DOC)
Research

To advance scientific discovery across
the research continuum; fostering
innovation to prevent disease and
promote health; and developing
improved diagnostics, treatments,
interventions, and cures.

2. Integration of DOC Research, Data,
and Care with the Greater Biomedical
Enterprise

To optimize integration of DOC
research, data, and clinical care with the
broader biomedical enterprise, and
strengthen cross-disciplinary
collaboration, harmonized data systems,
and accelerated translation of
discoveries into coordinated clinical
practice.

3. DOC Research Capacity

To strengthen and sustain a robust,
interdisciplinary research workforce;
and enhance the infrastructure, tools,
and resources needed to support high-
quality research.

4. DOC Research Operations

To improve the management and
conduct of research through effective
stewardship, data-driven decision-
making, transparency, and
accountability to enhance public trust.

Responses to this RFI are voluntary
and may be submitted anonymously.
Please do not include any personally
identifiable information or any content
you would not want made public. Do
not include proprietary, classified,
confidential, or otherwise sensitive
information in your response.

The Government may use any
information submitted in response to
this RFTI at its discretion. This may
include posting on public websites,
incorporating into reports or summaries
of the current state of the science, or
using it to inform future solicitations,
grants, cooperative agreements, or
funding opportunity announcements.

This RFI is intended solely for
information gathering and planning
purposes. It does not constitute a

solicitation for applications or an
obligation by the Government to fund or
support any ideas submitted. The
Government will not reimburse any
costs associated with preparing or
submitting a response, nor for the use of
that information.

Dated: July 10, 2026.
Jennifer Webster-Cyriaque,

Acting Director, National Institute of Dental
and Craniofacial Research. National
Institutes of Health.
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Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of a
meeting of the National Advisory
Council on Minority Health and Health
Disparities.

The meeting will be open to the
public as indicated below, with
attendance limited to space available.
Individuals who plan to attend and
need special assistance, such as sign
language interpretation or other
reasonable accommodations, should
notify the Contact Person listed below
in advance of the meeting. The open
session will be videocast and can be
accessed from the NIH Videocasting and
Podcasting website (http://
videocast.nih.gov/).

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Advisory
Council on Minority Health and Health
Disparities.

Date: August 31, 2026.

Open:10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Agenda: Opening Remarks, Administrative
Matters, Director’s Report, Presentations, and
Other Business of the Council.

Closed: 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.
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