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Signed in Washington, DG, on July 7, 2026.
Jennifer Hartzell,

Alternate Federal Register Liaison Officer,
U.S. Department of Energy.

[FR Doc. 2026—-13890 Filed 7—-8—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. PF26-9-000]

Transwestern Pipeline Company, LLC;
Notice of Scoping Period Requesting
Comments on Environmental Issues
for the Planned Desert Southwest
Expansion Project, and Notice of
Public Scoping Sessions

The staff of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or
Commission) will prepare an
environmental document that will
discuss the environmental effects of the
Desert Southwest Expansion Project
(Project) involving construction and
operation of facilities by Transwestern
Pipeline Company, LLC (Transwestern)
in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona.
The Commission will use this
environmental document in its
decision-making process to determine
whether the project is in the public
convenience and necessity.

This notice announces the opening of
the scoping process the Commission
will use to gather input from the public
and interested agencies regarding the
Project. As part of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
review process, the Commission takes
into account concerns the public may
have about proposals and the
environmental effects that could result
from its action whenever it considers
the issuance of a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity. This
gathering of public input is referred to
as “‘scoping.” The main goal of the
scoping process is to focus the analysis
in the environmental document on the
important environmental issues.
Additional information about the
Commission’s NEPA process is
described below in the NEPA Process
and Environmental Document section of
this notice.

By this notice, the Commission
requests public comments on the scope
of issues to address in the
environmental document. To ensure

that your comments are timely and
properly recorded, please submit your
comments so that the Commission
receives them in Washington, DC on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
August 5, 2026. Comments may be
submitted in written or oral form.
Further details on how to submit
comments are provided in the Public
Participation section of this notice.

Your comments should focus on the
potential environmental effects,
reasonable alternatives, and measures to
avoid or lessen environmental effects.
Your input will help the Commission
staff determine what issues they need to
evaluate in the environmental
document. Commission staff will
consider all written and oral comments
during the preparation of the
environmental document.

If you submitted comments on this
project to the Commission before the
opening of this docket on March 27,
2026, you will need to file those
comments in Docket No. PF26-9-000 to
ensure they are considered.

This notice is being sent to the
Commission’s current environmental
mailing list for this project. State and
local government representatives should
notify their constituents of this planned
project and encourage them to comment
on their areas of concern.

If you are a landowner receiving this
notice, a pipeline company
representative may contact you about
the acquisition of an easement to
construct, operate, and maintain the
planned facilities. The company would
seek to negotiate a mutually acceptable
easement agreement. You are not
required to enter into an agreement.
However, if the Commission approves
the project, the Natural Gas Act conveys
the right of eminent domain to the
company. Therefore, if you and the
company do not reach an easement
agreement, the pipeline company could
initiate condemnation proceedings in
court. In such instances, compensation
would be determined by a judge in
accordance with state law. The
Commission does not subsequently
grant, exercise, or oversee the exercise
of that eminent domain authority. The
courts have exclusive authority to
handle eminent domain cases; the
Commission has no jurisdiction over
these matters.

A fact sheet prepared by the FERC
entitled “An Interstate Natural Gas
Facility On My Land? What Do I Need

To Know?”” addresses typically asked
questions, including the use of eminent
domain and how to participate in the
Commission’s proceedings. This fact
sheet along with other landowner topics
of interest are available for viewing on
the FERC website (www.ferc.gov) under
the Natural Gas, Landowner Topics link.

Public Participation

There are five methods you can use to
submit your comments to the
Commission. Please carefully follow
these instructions so that your
comments are properly recorded. The
Commission encourages electronic filing
of comments and has staff available to
assist you at (866) 208—3676 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

(1) You can file your comments
electronically using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. Using
eComment is an easy method for
submitting brief, text-only comments on
a project;

(2) You can file your comments
electronically by using the eFiling
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. With
eFiling, you can provide comments in a
variety of formats by attaching them as
a file with your submission. New
eFiling users must first create an
account by clicking on ‘“‘eRegister.” You
will be asked to select the type of filing
you are making; a comment on a
particular project is considered a
“Comment on a Filing”; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments by mailing them to the
Commission. Be sure to reference the
project docket number (PF26—9-000) on
your letter. Submissions sent via the
U.S. Postal Service must be addressed
to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street NE, Room 1A,
Washington, DC 20426. Submissions
sent via any other carrier must be
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue,
Rockville, MD 20852.

(4) In lieu of sending written
comments, the Commission invites you
to attend one of the public scoping
sessions its staff will conduct in the
project area, scheduled as follows:

Date and time

Location

Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 5:00-7:00 p.m. local time ...........
Wednesday, July 22, 2026, 5:00-7:00 p.m. local time

Biosphere 2, 3250 S Biosphere Rd., Oracle, Arizona 85623, 520—-621-0436.
Central Arizona Community College Signal Peak Campus, 8470 N Overfield Rd.,
Coolidge, AZ 85128, 520-494-5111.


mailto:FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
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Date and time

Location

Thursday, July 23, 2026, 5:00—7:00 p.m. local time

Tuesday, July 28, 2026, 5:00-7:00 p.m. local time ...........
Wednesday, July 29, 2026, 5:00-7:00 p.m. local time

Thursday, July 30, 2026, 5:00-7:00 p.m. local time

623-349-6000.

""" 543-6621.

2983.

Buckeye City Hall Satellite Space, 945 N 215th Ave. #137, Buckeye, AZ 85326,

Willcox Community Center, 312 W Stewart St., Willcox, AZ 85643, 520-766—4211.
Mimbres Valley Special Events Center, 2300 E Pine St., Deming, NM 88030, 575—

Chaparral High School, 800 S County Line Dr., Chaparral, NM 88081, 575-882—

The primary goal of these scoping
sessions is to have you identify the
specific environmental issues and
concerns that should be considered in
the environmental document.
Individual oral comments will be taken
on a one-on-one basis with a court
reporter. This format is designed to
receive the maximum amount of oral
comments in a convenient way during
the timeframe allotted.

Each scoping session is scheduled
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. local time.
You may arrive at any time after 5:00
p.m. There will not be a formal
presentation by Commission staff when
the session opens. If you wish to speak,
the Commission staff will hand out
numbers in the order of your arrival.
Comments will be taken until 7:00 p.m.
However, if no additional numbers have

been handed out and all individuals
who wish to provide comments have
had an opportunity to do so, staff may
conclude the session at 6:30 p.m. Please
see appendix 1 for additional
information on the session format and
conduct.?

Your scoping comments will be
recorded by a court reporter (with FERC
staff or representative present) and
become part of the public record for this
proceeding. Transcripts will be publicly
available on FERC’s eLibrary system
(see the last page of this notice for
instructions on using eLibrary). If a
significant number of people are
interested in providing oral comments
in the one-on-one settings, a time limit
of 5 minutes may be implemented for
each commentor.

It is important to note that the
Commission provides equal
consideration to all comments received,
whether filed in written form or
provided orally at a scoping session.
Although there will not be a formal
presentation, Commission staff will be
available throughout the scoping session
to answer your questions about the
environmental review process.
Representatives from Transwestern will
also be present to answer project-
specific questions.

(5) In lieu of sending written
comments or attending an in-person
scoping session, the Commission invites
you to attend one of the virtual public
scoping sessions its staff will conduct
by telephone, scheduled as follows:

Date and time

Call-in No.

Thursday, July 30, 2026, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Mountain Day-

light Time.

Monday, August 3, 2026, 12:00-2:00 p.m. Mountain Day-

light Time.

1-866—652-5200, Ask to be joined into the FERC call.

1-866—652-5200, Ask to be joined into the FERC call.

Note that the virtual scoping meetings
will start at the times listed above and
will terminate once all participants
wishing to comment have had the
opportunity to do so, or at the above-
listed end time, whichever comes first.
The primary goal of these scoping
sessions is to have you identify the
specific environmental issues and
concerns that should be considered in
the environmental document.
Individual oral comments will be taken
on a one-on-one basis with a court
reporter present on the line. This format
is designed to receive the maximum
amount of oral comments, in a
convenient way during the timeframe
allotted.

There will not be a formal
presentation by Commission staff when
the session opens. You may call at any
time after the session begins, at which
time you will be placed on hold. Calls
will be answered in the order they are

1The appendices referenced in this notice will
not appear in the Federal Register. Copies of the
appendices were sent to all those receiving this

received. Once answered, you will have
the opportunity to provide your
comment directly to a court reporter
with FERC staff or representative
present on the line. A time limit of 3
minutes may be implemented for each
commentor. Please note that your hold
times may vary based on the number of
callers at any given time.

Your oral comments will be recorded
by the court reporter and become part of
the public record for this proceeding.
Transcripts of all comments received
during the scoping session(s) will be
publicly available on FERC’s eLibrary
system (see the last page of this notice
for instructions on using eLibrary).

It is important to note that the
Commission provides equal
consideration to all comments received,
whether filed in written form or
provided orally at a virtual scoping
session.

Additionally, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription, which

notice in the mail and are available at www.ferc.gov
using the link called “eLibrary.” For instructions on
connecting to eLibrary, refer to the last page of this

makes it easy to stay informed of all
issuances and submittals regarding the
dockets/projects to which you
subscribe. These instant email
notifications are the fastest way to
receive notification and provide a link
to the document files which can reduce
the amount of time you spend
researching proceedings. Go to https://
www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview to
register for eSubscription.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Summary of the Planned Project

Transwestern plans to expand its
existing pipeline system by constructing
and operating a 48-inch-diameter
mainline pipeline, lateral pipelines,
compressor stations, meter stations, and
other aboveground facilities in Texas,

notice. For assistance, contact FERC at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or call toll free, (886)
208-3676 or TTY (202) 502—8659.


https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview
https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview
mailto:FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
mailto:OPP@ferc.gov
mailto:OPP@ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
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New Mexico, and Arizona. The Desert
Southwest Expansion Project would
provide firm transportation service of
up to 2.3 billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/
d) of natural gas from the Permian Basin
to delivery points serving customers in
New Mexico and Arizona, and upgrade
Transwestern’s existing Phoenix Lateral
to allow bi-directional flow. According
to Transwestern, its project would serve
the need for additional natural gas
supplies in these states, driven by an
increasing demand for reliable natural
gas-powered electric generation and
natural gas deliveries via Local
Distribution Companies.

The Project would consist of the
following facilities:

e 526.5 miles of 48-inch-diameter
mainline;

¢ 13 lateral pipelines with varying
diameters, totaling 181.5 miles;

e eight new compressor stations;

¢ modifications to two existing
compressor stations;

e 26 new meter stations; and

¢ valves and pig2 launchers/
receivers.

The general location of the project
facilities is shown in appendix 2.

Land Requirements for Construction

Construction of the Project would
require acquisition of temporary
construction right-of-way and additional
temporary workspace. Transwestern
would maintain a portion of the
construction right-of-way as permanent
right-of-way. To construct the 48-inch
diameter mainline, Transwestern would
use a 150-foot-wide construction right-
of-way and would use between 75 and
90 feet to construct laterals. Specific
land requirements (acreages) for
construction of the Project will be
provided in Transwestern’s draft
resource reports.

NEPA Process and the Environmental
Document

Any environmental document issued
by Commission staff will discuss effects
that could occur as a result of the
construction and operation of the
planned project under the relevant
general resource areas:

¢ geology and soils;
water resources and wetlands;
vegetation and wildlife;
threatened and endangered species;
cultural resources;
50Cioeconomics;

e land use, recreation, and visual
resources;

e air quality and noise; and

2 A “pig” is a tool that the pipeline company
inserts into and pushes through the pipeline for
cleaning the pipeline, conducting internal
inspections, or other purposes.

o reliability and safety.

Commission staff have already
identified several issues that deserve
attention based on a preliminary review
of the planned facilities and the
environmental information provided by
Transwestern. This preliminary list of
issues may change based on your
comments and our analysis:

e water use by the Project and effects
on aquifers;
safety and emergency response;
light pollution;
end uses for the natural gas; and
potential effects on:
wilderness areas, the Muleshoe
Ranch Cooperative Management Area,
the San Pedro River Valley, and other
sensitive areas;

O threatened and endangered species
and migratory birds; and

O cultural resources.

Commission staff will also evaluate
reasonable alternatives to the planned
project or portions of the project and
make recommendations on how to
lessen or avoid effects on the various
resource areas. Your comments will
help Commission staff identify and
focus on the issues that might have an
effect on the human environment and
potentially eliminate others from further
study and discussion in the
environmental document.

Although no formal application has
been filed, Commission staff have
already initiated a NEPA review under
the Commission’s pre-filing process.
The purpose of the pre-filing process is
to encourage early involvement of
interested stakeholders and to identify
and resolve issues before the
Commission receives an application. As
part of the pre-filing review,
Commission staff will contact federal
and state agencies to discuss their
involvement in the scoping process and
the preparation of the environmental
document.

If a formal application is filed,
Commission staff will then determine
whether to prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA) or an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The EA or the
EIS will present Commission staff’s
independent analysis of the
environmental issues. If Commission
staff prepares an EA, a Notice of
Schedule for the Preparation of an
Environmental Assessment will be
issued. The EA may be issued for an
allotted public comment period. The
Commission would consider timely
comments on the EA before making its
determination on the proposed project.
If Commission staff prepares an EIS, a
Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS/
Notice of Schedule will be issued once
an application is filed, which will open

Oee e e @

an additional public comment period.
Staff will then prepare a draft EIS that
will be issued for public comment.
Commission staff will consider all
timely comments received during the
comment period on the draft EIS, and
revise the document, as necessary,
before issuing a final EIS. Any EA or
draft and final EIS will be available in
electronic format in the public record
through eLibrary 3 and the
Commission’s natural gas
environmental documents web page
(https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/
natural-gas/environment/
environmental-documents). If
eSubscribed, you will receive instant
email notification when the
environmental document is issued.
With this notice, the Commission is
asking agencies with jurisdiction by law
and/or special expertise with respect to
the environmental issues related to this
project to formally cooperate in the
preparation of the environmental
document.* Agencies that would like to
request cooperating agency status
should follow the instructions for filing
comments provided under the Public
Participation section of this notice.

Consultation Under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act

In accordance with the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation’s
implementing regulations for Section
106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, the Commission is
using this notice to initiate consultation
with the applicable State Historic
Preservation Office(s), and to solicit
their views and those of other
government agencies, interested Indian
tribes, and the public on the project’s
potential effects on historic properties.5
The environmental document for this
project will document our findings on
the effects on historic properties and
summarize the status of consultations
under Section 106.

Environmental Mailing List

The environmental mailing list
includes federal, state, and local
government representatives and
agencies; elected officials; Native
American Tribes; environmental and
public interest groups; other interested

3For instructions on connecting to eLibrary, refer
to the last page of this notice.

4 Cooperating agency responsibilities are
addressed in Section 107(a)(3) of NEPA (42 U.S.
Code 4336(a)(3)).

5The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
regulations are at Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 800. Those regulations define
historic properties as any prehistoric or historic
district, site, building, structure, or object included
in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register
of Historic Places.


https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural-gas/environment/environmental-documents
https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural-gas/environment/environmental-documents
https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural-gas/environment/environmental-documents
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parties; and local libraries and media
outlets. This list also includes all
affected landowners (as defined in the
Commission’s regulations) who are
potential right-of-way grantors, whose
property may be used temporarily for
project purposes, or who own homes
within certain distances of aboveground
facilities, and anyone who submits
comments on the project and includes a
mailing address with their comments.
Commission staff will update the
environmental mailing list as the
analysis proceeds to ensure that
Commission notices related to this
environmental review are sent to all
individuals, organizations, and
government entities interested in and/or
potentially affected by the planned
project.

If you need to make changes to your
name/address, or if you would like to
remove your name from the mailing list,
please complete one of the following
steps:

(1) Send an email to
GasProjectAddressChange@ferc.gov
stating your request. You must include
the docket number PF26-9-000 in your
request. If you are requesting a change
to your address, please be sure to
include your name and the correct
address. If you are requesting to delete
your address from the mailing list,
please include your name and address
as it appeared on this notice. This email
address is unable to accept comments.

OR

(2) Return the attached “Mailing List
Update Form” (appendix 3).

Becoming an Intervenor

Once Transwestern files its
application with the Commission, you
may want to become an “intervenor”
which is an official party to the
Commission’s proceeding. Only
intervenors have the right to seek
rehearing of the Commission’s decision
and be heard by the courts if they
choose to appeal the Commission’s final
ruling. An intervenor formally
participates in the proceeding by filing
a request to intervene pursuant to Rule
214 of the Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedures (18 CFR
385.214). Motions to intervene are more
fully described at https://www.ferc.gov/
how-intervene. Please note that the
Commission will not accept requests for
intervenor status at this time. You must
wait until the Commission receives a
formal application for the project, after
which the Commission will issue a
public notice that establishes an
intervention deadline.

Additional Information

Additional information about the
project is available on the FERC website
(www.ferc.gov) using the eLibrary link.
Click on the eLibrary link, click on
“General Search” and enter the docket
number in the “Docket Number” field.
Be sure you have selected an
appropriate date range. For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll free
at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, contact
(202) 502—-8659. The eLibrary link also
provides access to the texts of all formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and
rulemakings.

Public sessions or site visits will be
posted on the Commission’s calendar
located at https://www.ferc.gov/news-
events/events along with other related
information.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: July 6, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-13880 Filed 7—8-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #2

Take notice that the Commission
received the following exempt
wholesale generator filings:

Docket Numbers: EG26—269-000.

Applicants: Oregon Trail Solar, LLC.

Description: Oregon Trail Solar, LLC
submits Notice of Self-Certification of
Exempt Wholesale Generator Status.

Filed Date: 7/2/26.

Accession Number: 20260702-5177.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/23/26.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER10-1585—-028;
ER15-1754-002; ER15-1747-002;
ER10-1594-028; ER16—733—-019; ER15—
1748-002; ER10-1617-028; ER15-1749—
002; ER14-2945-002; ER18-1960-009;
ER12-60-030; ER10-1632—-030; ER17—
554—-003; ER10-1628-028; ER10-1626—
016.

Applicants: Tenaska Virginia
Partners, L.P., Texas Electric Marketing,
LLG, Wolf Run Energy LLC, Tenaska
Power Services Co., Tenaska Power
Management, LLC, Tenaska
Pennsylvania Partners, LLC, Roundtop
Energy LLC, Oxbow Creek Energy LLC,
New Mexico Electric Marketing, LLC,
Milan Energy LLC, LQA, LLC, California

Electric Marketing, LLC, Beaver Dam
Energy LLC, Alpaca Energy LLC,
Alabama Electric Marketing, LLC.
Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northeast Region of
Alabama Electric Marketing, LLC, et al.
Filed Date: 6/30/26.
Accession Number: 20260630-5362.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 8/31/26.

Docket Numbers: ER11-3407-010;
ER23-691-003; ER23-692—003; ER26—
1487-001; ER20-2524—-001; ER20-2526—
001; ER24-2754-002; ER25-1760-001;
ER26-1924—-001; ER26—384—001; ER23—
9-002; ER26—-381-001; ER24-1694-001;
ER24-1695-001; ER24-1696—-001;
ER26-382-001; ER26-383—-001; ER26—
1925-001; ER24-2091-002; ER26—-1926—
001; ER26-1923-001; ER25-1630-001

Applicants: Wakefield BESS 1 LLC,
Salem VA BESS 1 LLC, Piney River VA
BESS 1 LLC, Paxton BESS 1 LLGC,
Meadow Creek VA BESS 1 LLC, Ipswich
BESS 1 LLC, Holyoke MA BESS 1 LLC,
Holden BESS 1 LLC, Groton BESS 2
LLC, Groton BESS 1 LLC, Essex VT
BESS 1 LLC, Doc Brown LLC, Danville
VA BESS 2 LLC, Colleen VA BESS 1
LLC, Braintree MA BESS 1 LLC,
Western Maine Renewables, LLC,
Weaver Wind Maine Master Tenant,
LLC, Weaver Wind, LLC, Hecate Energy
Cider Solar LLC, Hecate Energy Albany
2 LLC, Hecate Energy Albany 1 LLC,
Howard Wind LLC.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northeast Region of
Howard Wind LLC, et al.

Filed Date: 6/30/26.

Accession Number: 20260630-5363.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 8/31/26.

Docket Numbers: ER17-544—020.

Applicants: Beacon Solar 1, LLC.

Description: Compliance filing:
Beacon Solar 1, LLC Notice of Change
in Category Status with MBR Tariff to be
effective 7/7/2026.

Filed Date: 7/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260706—5125.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/27/26.

Docket Numbers: ER17-1329-009.

Applicants: ].P. Morgan Ventures
Energy Corporation.

Description: Triennial Market Power
Analysis for Northeast Region of J.P.
Morgan Ventures Energy Corporation.

Filed Date: 6/30/26.

Accession Number: 20260630-5365.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 8/31/26.

Docket Numbers: ER17-1864—-019.

Applicants: Bayshore Solar A, LLC.

Description: Compliance filing:
Bayshore Solar A, LLC Notice of Change
in Category Status with MBR Tariff to be
effective 7/7/2026.

Filed Date: 7/6/26.

Accession Number: 20260706—5124.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/27/26.


https://www.ferc.gov/news-events/events
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