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decisional in deliberations by the
Commission in this docket.?
Accordingly, pursuant to 18 CFR
385.2202 (2025), they will not serve as
advisors to the Commission or take part
in the Commission’s review of any offer
of settlement. Likewise, as non-
decisional staff, pursuant to 18 CFR
385.2201, they are prohibited from
communicating with advisory staff
concerning any deliberations in this
docket.

Exceptions to this designation as non-
decisional are:
Jennifer Gordon
Laura Vallance
Olga Anguelova
Kim Horner
Todd Kuzniewski
Nkosi Brooks
Jamie Marcos

Dated: June 29, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026-13463 Filed 7-1-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. PF26-6—000]

ANR Pipeline Company; Notice of
Scoping Period Requesting Comments
on Environmental Issues for the
Planned Northwoods Project, and
Notice of Public Scoping Sessions

The staff of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or
Commission) will prepare an
environmental document that will
discuss the environmental effects of the
Northwoods Project involving
construction and operation of facilities
by ANR Pipeline Company (ANR) in
Florence, Marinette, Forest, Oconto,
Calumet, Shawano, Fond du Lac,
Outagamie, Waupaca, Brown, Portage,
and Winnebago Counties, Wisconsin;
and Iron County, Michigan. The
Commission will use this environmental
document in its decision-making
process to determine whether the
project is in the public convenience and
necessity.

This notice announces the opening of
the scoping process the Commission
will use to gather input from the public
and interested agencies regarding the
project. As part of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
review process, the Commission takes

1 Commonwealth Edison Co., 185 FERC {61,179
(2023).

into account concerns the public may
have about proposals and the
environmental effects that could result
from its action whenever it considers
the issuance of a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity. This
gathering of public input is referred to
as “‘scoping.” The main goal of the
scoping process is to focus the analysis
in the environmental document on the
important environmental issues.
Additional information about the
Commission’s NEPA process is
described below in the NEPA Process
and Environmental Document section of
this notice.

By this notice, the Commission
requests public comments on the scope
of issues to address in the
environmental document. To ensure
that your comments are timely and
properly recorded, please submit your
comments so that the Commission
receives them in Washington, DC on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on July
29, 2026. Comments may be submitted
in written or oral form. Further details
on how to submit comments are
provided in the Public Participation
section of this notice.

Your comments should focus on the
potential environmental effects,
reasonable alternatives, and measures to
avoid or lessen environmental effects.
Your input will help the Commission
staff determine what issues they need to
evaluate in the environmental
document. Commission staff will
consider all written and oral comments
during the preparation of the
environmental document.

If you submitted comments on this
project to the Commission before the
opening of this docket on March 12,
2026, you will need to file those
comments in Docket No. PF26—-6—-000 to
ensure they are considered.

This notice is being sent to the
Commission’s current environmental
mailing list for this project. State and
local government representatives should
notify their constituents of this planned
project and encourage them to comment
on their areas of concern.

If you are a landowner receiving this
notice, a pipeline company
representative may contact you about
the acquisition of an easement to
construct, operate, and maintain the
planned facilities. The company would
seek to negotiate a mutually acceptable
easement agreement. You are not
required to enter into an agreement.
However, if the Commission approves
the project, the Natural Gas Act conveys
the right of eminent domain to the
company. Therefore, if you and the
company do not reach an easement
agreement, the pipeline company could

initiate condemnation proceedings in
court. In such instances, compensation
would be determined by a judge in
accordance with state law. The
Commission does not subsequently
grant, exercise, or oversee the exercise
of that eminent domain authority. The
courts have exclusive authority to
handle eminent domain cases; the
Commission has no jurisdiction over
these matters.

A fact sheet prepared by the FERC
entitled “An Interstate Natural Gas
Facility On My Land? What Do I Need
To Know?”” addresses typically asked
questions, including the use of eminent
domain and how to participate in the
Commission’s proceedings. This fact
sheet along with other landowner topics
of interest are available for viewing on
the FERC website (www.ferc.gov) under
the Natural Gas, Landowner Topics link.

Public Participation

There are four methods you can use
to submit your comments to the
Commission. Please carefully follow
these instructions so that your
comments are properly recorded. The
Commission encourages electronic filing
of comments and has staff available to
assist you at (866) 208—3676 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

(1) You can file your comments
electronically using the eComment
feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. Using
eComment is an easy method for
submitting brief, text-only comments on
a project;

(2) You can file your comments
electronically by using the eFiling
feature, which is also on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to FERC Online. With
eFiling, you can provide comments in a
variety of formats by attaching them as
a file with your submission. New
eFiling users must first create an
account by clicking on “eRegister.” You
will be asked to select the type of filing
you are making; a comment on a
particular project is considered a
“Comment on a Filing”’;

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments by mailing them to the
Commission. Be sure to reference the
project docket number (PF26-6-000) on
your letter. Submissions sent via the
U.S. Postal Service must be addressed
to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street NE, Room 1A,
Washington, DC 20426. Submissions
sent via any other carrier must be
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory


mailto:FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
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Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue,
Rockville, MD 20852; or

(4) In lieu of sending written
comments, the Commission invites you
to attend one of the public scoping
sessions its staff will conduct in the
project area, scheduled as follows:

Date and time Location

Tuesday, July 14,
2026, 4:30-6:30
pm Central Daylight
Time (CDT).

Waubee Lake Lodge,
18398 Waubee
Park Lane, Lake-
wood, WI 54138,
(715) 276-6091.

Mastodon Township
Hall, 1371 US-2 E,
Crystal Falls, Ml
49920, (906) 875—
6232.

Shawano Civic Cen-
ter, 225 S. Main
Street, Shawano,
WI 54166, (715)
526-9311.

Wednesday, July 15,
2026, 4:30-6:30
pm CDT.

Thursday, July 16,
2026, 4:30-6:30
pm CDT.

The primary goal of these scoping
sessions is to have you identify the
specific environmental issues and
concerns that should be considered in
the environmental document.
Individual oral comments will be taken
on a one-on-one basis with a court
reporter. This format is designed to
receive the maximum amount of oral
comments in a convenient way during
the timeframe allotted.

Each scoping session is scheduled
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Central
Daylight Time. You may arrive at any
time after the scheduled start time.
There will not be a formal presentation
by Commission staff when the session
opens. If you wish to speak, the
Commission staff will hand out
numbers in the order of your arrival.
Comments will be taken until 6:30 p.m.
However, if no additional numbers have
been handed out and all individuals
who wish to provide comments have
had an opportunity to do so, staff may
conclude the session at 6:00 p.m. Please
see appendix 1 for additional
information on the session format and
conduct.?

Your scoping comments will be
recorded by a court reporter (with FERC
staff or representative present) and
become part of the public record for this
proceeding. Transcripts will be publicly
available on FERC’s eLibrary system
(see the last page of this notice for

1The appendices referenced in this notice will
not appear in the Federal Register. Copies of the
appendices were sent to all those receiving this
notice in the mail and are available at www.ferc.gov
using the link called “eLibrary.” For instructions on
connecting to eLibrary, refer to the last page of this
notice. For assistance, contact FERC at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or call toll free, (886)
208-3676 or TTY (202) 502—-8659.

instructions on using eLibrary). If a
significant number of people are
interested in providing oral comments
in the one-on-one settings, a time limit
of 5 minutes may be implemented for
each commentor.

It is important to note that the
Commission provides equal
consideration to all comments received,
whether filed in written form or
provided orally at a scoping session.
Although there will not be a formal
presentation, Commission staff will be
available throughout the scoping session
to answer your questions about the
environmental review process.
Representatives from ANR will also be
present to answer project-specific
questions.

Additionally, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription, which
makes it easy to stay informed of all
issuances and submittals regarding the
dockets/projects to which you
subscribe. These instant email
notifications are the fastest way to
receive notification and provide a link
to the document files which can reduce
the amount of time you spend
researching proceedings. Go to https://
www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview to
register for eSubscription.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202)502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Summary of the Planned Project

According to ANR, its project would
expand ANR’s system to provide up to
390,000 dekatherms per day of
incremental firm transportation capacity
to support the Midwest’s increasing
demand for natural gas fired power
generation driven by electrical load
growth for homes and businesses in
Wisconsin. The general location of the
project facilities is shown in appendix
2.

The planned Northwoods Project
would consist of the following facilities:

¢ 92 miles of 36-inch-diameter
pipeline loop,2 and appurtenant
facilities in Iron County, Michigan and
Florence, Marinette, Oconto, and
Shawano Counties, Wisconsin;

e one new 4,700-horsepower
greenfield compressor station in
Shawano County, Wisconsin (Shawano
Compressor Station);

¢ one new greenfield meter station in
Calumet County, Wisconsin (Forest
Junction Meter Station);

2 A pipeline loop is a segment of pipe constructed
parallel to an existing pipeline to increase capacity.

e associated valves, pig launchers,
and receivers; 3 and

¢ modification of 14 existing meter
stations and associated ancillary
equipment in Shawano, Forest,
Outagamie, Waupaca, Brown,
Winnebago, Oconto, Portage, Fond du
Lac, and Marinette Counties, Wisconsin.

Land Requirements for Construction

Construction of the planned facilities
would disturb about 1,526 acres of land
for the pipeline and aboveground
facilities. Following construction, ANR
would maintain about 633 acres for
permanent operation of the project
facilities; the remaining acreage would
be restored and revert to former uses.
About 99 percent of the planned
pipeline route parallels existing
pipeline infrastructure.

NEPA Process and the Environmental
Document

Any environmental document issued
by Commission staff will discuss effects
that could occur as a result of the
construction and operation of the
planned project under the relevant
general resource areas:

¢ geology and soils;
water resources and wetlands;
vegetation and wildlife;
threatened and endangered species;
cultural resources;

e land use, recreation, and visual
resources;

e s0cioeconomics;

e air quality and noise; and

e reliability and safety.

Commission staff have already
identified areas that deserve attention
based on a preliminary review of the
planned facilities and the
environmental information provided by
ANR. This preliminary list may change
based on your comments and our
analysis:

¢ crossing lands owned or maintained
by federal and state agencies;

e horizontal directional drilling of
environmental resources; and

e crossing waterbodies and wetlands
where threatened, endangered and/or
sensitive species have potential to
occur.

Commission staff will also evaluate
reasonable alternatives to the planned
project or portions of the project and
make recommendations on how to
lessen or avoid effects on the various
resource areas. Your comments will
help Commission staff identify and

3 A “pig” is a tool that the pipeline company
pushes through the pipeline for cleaning the
pipeline, conducting of internal inspections, or
other purposes. A launcher/receiver is an
aboveground facility where pigs are inserted or
retrieved from the pipeline.


https://www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview
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focus on the issues that might affect the
human environment and potentially
eliminate others from further study and
discussion in the environmental
document.

Although no formal application has
been filed, Commission staff have
already initiated a NEPA review under
the Commission’s pre-filing process.
The purpose of the pre-filing process is
to encourage early involvement of
interested stakeholders and to identify
and resolve issues before the
Commission receives an application. As
part of the pre-filing review,
Commission staff will contact federal
and state agencies to discuss their
involvement in the scoping process and
the preparation of the environmental
document.

If a formal application is filed,
Commission staff will then determine
whether to prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA) or an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The EA or the
EIS will present Commission staff’s
independent analysis of the
environmental issues. If Commission
staff prepares an EA, a Notice of
Schedule for the Preparation of an
Environmental Assessment will be
issued. The EA may be issued for an
allotted public comment period. The
Commission would consider timely
comments on the EA before making its
determination on the proposed project.
If Commission staff prepares an EIS, a
Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS/
Notice of Schedule will be issued once
an application is filed, which will open
an additional public comment period.
Staff will then prepare a draft EIS that
will be issued for public comment.
Commission staff will consider all
timely comments received during the
comment period on the draft EIS, and
revise the document, as necessary,
before issuing a final EIS. Any EA or
draft and final EIS will be available in
electronic format in the public record
through eLibrary 4 and the
Commission’s natural gas
environmental documents web page
(https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/
natural-gas/environment/
environmental-documents). If
eSubscribed, you will receive instant
email notification when the
environmental document is issued.

With this notice, the Commission is
asking agencies with jurisdiction by law
and/or special expertise with respect to
the environmental issues related to this
project to formally cooperate in the
preparation of the environmental
document. Agencies that would like to

4For instructions on connecting to eLibrary, refer
to the last page of this notice.

request cooperating agency status
should follow the instructions for filing
comments provided under the Public
Participation section of this notice.
Currently, the United States Forest
Service, and Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade & Consumer
Protection have expressed their
intention to participate as a cooperating
agency in the preparation of the
environmental document to satisfy their
NEPA responsibilities related to this
project.

Consultation Under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act

In accordance with the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation’s
implementing regulations for section
106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, the Commission is
using this notice to initiate consultation
with the applicable State Historic
Preservation Office(s), and to solicit
their views and those of other
government agencies, interested Indian
tribes, and the public on the project’s
potential effects on historic properties.5
The environmental document for this
project will document our findings on
the impacts on historic properties and
summarize the status of consultations
under section 106.

Environmental Mailing List

The environmental mailing list
includes federal, state, and local
government representatives and
agencies; elected officials; Native
American Tribes; environmental and
public interest groups; other interested
parties; and local libraries and media
outlets. This list also includes all
affected landowners (as defined in the
Commission’s regulations) who are
potential right-of-way grantors, whose
property may be used temporarily for
project purposes, or who own homes
within certain distances of aboveground
facilities, and anyone who submits
comments on the project and includes a
mailing address with their comments.
Commission staff will update the
environmental mailing list as the
analysis proceeds to ensure that
Commission notices related to this
environmental review are sent to all
individuals, organizations, and
government entities interested in and/or
potentially affected by the planned
project.

5The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
regulations are at Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 800. Those regulations define
historic properties as any prehistoric or historic
district, site, building, structure, or object included
in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register
of Historic Places.

If you need to make changes to your
name/address, or if you would like to
remove your name from the mailing list,
please complete one of the following
steps:

(1) Send an email to
GasProjectAddressChange@ferc.gov
stating your request. You must include
the docket number PF26—-6-000 in your
request. If you are requesting a change
to your address, please be sure to
include your name and the correct
address. If you are requesting to delete
your address from the mailing list,
please include your name and address
as it appeared on this notice. This email
address is unable to accept comments.

OR

(2) Return the attached ‘“Mailing List
Update Form” (appendix 3).

Becoming an Intervenor

Once ANR files its application with
the Commission, you may want to
become an “intervenor” which is an
official party to the Commission’s
proceeding. Only intervenors have the
right to seek rehearing of the
Commission’s decision and be heard by
the courts if they choose to appeal the
Commission’s final ruling. An
intervenor formally participates in the
proceeding by filing a request to
intervene pursuant to Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedures (18 CFR 385.214). Motions
to intervene are more fully described at
https://www.ferc.gov/how-intervene.
Please note that the Commission will
not accept requests for intervenor status
at this time. You must wait until the
Commission receives a formal
application for the project, after which
the Commission will issue a public
notice that establishes an intervention
deadline.

Additional Information

Additional information about the
project is available on the FERC website
(www.ferc.gov) using the eLibrary link.
Click on the eLibrary link, click on
“General Search” and enter the docket
number in the “Docket Number” field.
Be sure you have selected an
appropriate date range. For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll free
at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, contact
(202) 502—8659. The eLibrary link also
provides access to the texts of all formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and
rulemakings.

Public sessions or site visits will be
posted on the Commission’s calendar
located at https://www.ferc.gov/news-
events/events along with other related
information.


https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural-gas/environment/environmental-documents
https://www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural-gas/environment/environmental-documents
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https://www.ferc.gov/how-intervene
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mailto:FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
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(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
[REMOVED ADVANCE FIELD]
Dated: June 29, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—13460 Filed 7-1-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings,

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP26-935-000.

Applicants: E1 Paso Natural Gas
Company, L.L.C.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Negotiated Rate Agreement Update
(Sempra August 2026) to be effective 8/
1/2026.

Filed Date: 6/26/26.

Accession Number: 20260626—5103.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/8/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26-936—-000.

Applicants: Big Sandy Pipeline, LLC.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: Big
Sandy EPC 2026 to be effective 8/1/
2026.

Filed Date: 6/26/26.

Accession Number: 20260626—5131.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/8/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26—-937-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent Express
Pipeline LLC.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: MEP
June 2026 NRA Amendment Filing to be
effective 6/27/2026.

Filed Date: 6/26/26.

Accession Number: 20260626—-5202.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/8/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26—938—000.

Applicants: Kern River Gas
Transmission Company.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 2026
June Negotiated Rate TSA Filing to be
effective 7/1/2026.

Filed Date: 6/29/26.

Accession Number: 20260629-5084.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/13/26.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

Filings in Existing Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP22—-1001-000.

Applicants: Eastern Gas Transmission
and Storage, Inc.

Description: Report Filing: EGTS—
Operational Gas Sales Report—2026 to
be effective N/A.

Filed Date: 6/24/26.

Accession Number: 20260624—5086.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/6/26.

Docket Numbers: RP25-740—003.

Applicants: Baltimore Gas and
Electric Company, et al. v. Columbia
Gas Transmission, LLC.

Description: Columbia Gas
Transmission, LLC submits
supplemental filing in compliance with
the 06/05/2026 Order.

Filed Date: 6/26/26.

Accession Number: 20260626-5127.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 7/8/26.

Any person desiring to protest in any
the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rule 211 of the
Commission’s Regulations (18 CFR
385.211) on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern
time on the specified comment date.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: June 29, 2026.

Carlos D. Clay,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2026—13430 Filed 7-1-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-OPP-2026-3862; FRL-13375-01-
OCSPP]

Innovation Challenge: Alternatives to
Conventional Pesticides for Crop
Desiccation; Notice of Availability

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is announcing this

request for information (RFI) seeking
public input to inform development of
an Innovation Challenge focused on
practical, cost-effective alternatives to
using conventional pesticide chemicals
for crop desiccation. EPA aims to
identify opportunities to reduce reliance
on conventional pesticide chemical
desiccants while supporting harvest
readiness, crop quality, and operational
efficiency. Input will help EPA shape
the challenge’s scope, eligibility,
evaluation criteria, and potential pilot
or demonstration components.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 30, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by docket identification (ID)
number EPA-HQ-OPP-2026-3862,
through https://www.regulations.gov.
Follow the online instructions for
submitting comments. Do not submit
electronically any information you
consider to be Confidential Business
Information (CBI) or other information
whose disclosure is restricted by statute.
Additional instructions on commenting
or visiting the docket, along with more
information about dockets generally, is
available at https://www.epa.gov/
dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Elizabeth Vizard, Immediate Office
(mail code 7501P), Office of Pesticide
Programs, Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20460—0001; telephone
number: 202-566—9878; email address:
PestDesChallenge@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Executive Summary

A. Does this action apply to me?

You may be potentially affected by
this action if you grow, process,
research, or otherwise work with crops
that commonly use desiccants, or if you
develop, supply, or investigate
technologies related to harvest readiness
or crop dry down. Potentially affected
entities may include, the following list
of North American Industrial
Classification System (NAICS) codes
affected by this action are those that
align with these activities:

e Agricultural organizations (except
youth farming organizations, farm
granges), Farmers’ associations,
Farmers’ unions, and Growers’
associations (NAICS 8133910),

e Agricultural Implement
Manufacturing (NAICS 33311),

e Agricultural cooperative extension
program administration (NAICS
926140),

e Agricultural pest and weed
regulation, government; Pest control
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