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completion of agenda items. The
meeting will begin on July 7, 2026, at 1
p-m. AST, and will end on July 8, 2026,
at 4 p.m. AST. Other than the start time,
interested parties should be aware that
discussions may start earlier or later
than indicated, at the discretion of the
Chair. In addition, the meeting may be
completed prior to the date established
in this notice.

Special Accommodations

For any additional information on this
public virtual meeting, please contact
Dr. Graciela Garcia-Moliner, Caribbean
Fishery Management Council, 270
Munoz Rivera Avenue, Suite 401, San
Juan, Puerto Rico, 00918-1903,
telephone: (787) 403—8337.

(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)

Dated: June 24, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026-12987 Filed 6—-26—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF856]

Fisheries of the South Atlantic;
Southeast Data, Assessment, and
Review; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of webinar.

SUMMARY: The Southeast Data
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 90
assessment process of South Atlantic
Red Snapper will consist of a Data
Workshop, a series of Assessment
Webinars, and a Review Workshop. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 90 Assessment
Webinar 8 will be held from 9 a.m. until
12 p.m. EDT July 24, 2026.

ADDRESSES: SEDAR address: 4055 Faber
Place Drive, Suite 201, North
Charleston, SC 29405.
www.sedarweb.org. Meeting address:
The SEDAR 90 Assessment Webinar 8
will be held via webinar. The webinar
is open to members of the public. The
established times may be adjusted as
necessary to accommodate the timely
completion of discussion relevant to the
assessment process. Such adjustments
may result in the meeting being
extended from or completed prior to the
time established by this notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emily Ott, SEDAR Coordinator; (843)
302—-8434. Email: Emily.Ott@safmec.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf,
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils, in conjunction
with the NMFS and the Atlantic and
Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Commissions have implemented the
SEDAR process. SEDAR is a
participatory process for developing,
evaluating and reviewing information
used for fisheries management advice.
This multi-step process for determining
the status of fish stocks in the Southeast
Region may include (1) a Data stage, and
(2) an Assessment stage, and (3) a
Review stage. Each stage produces a
report summarizing decisions made
during that stage. A final stock
assessment report is produced at the
end of a SEDAR process documenting
data sets used, model configurations
and the opinions from the independent
peer review. Participants for SEDAR
projects are appointed by the Gulf,
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and National
Marine Fisheries Service Southeast
Regional Office, Highly Migratory
Species Management Division, and
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants may include data collectors
and database managers; stock
assessment scientists, biologists, and
researchers; constituency
representatives including fishermen,
environmentalists, and non-
governmental organizations;
International experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
Federal agencies.

The items of discussion in the SEDAR
90 Assessment Webinar 8 are as follows:

Participants will review
recommendations made on assessment
webinar 7, continue discussion of new
modeling topics. Although non-
emergency issues not contained in this
agenda may come before this group for
discussion, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during this
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically identified in
this notice and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office

(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days
prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence
specified in this agenda are subject to
change.

(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)

Dated: June 25, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026-13074 Filed 6—26—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF846]

South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (Council)—Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold meetings of the System
Management Plan Workgroup on July 9,
2026, and July 22, 2026.

DATES: The System Management Plan
Workgroup meetings will be held via
webinar on July 9, 2026. from 2 p.m.
until 4 p.m. EDT and July 22, 2026, from
1 p.m. until 4 p.m., EDT.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meetings will be
held via webinar. Registration is
required. Webinar registration, an
online public comment form, and
briefing book materials will be available
2 weeks prior to the meeting at: https://
safmc.net/workgroups/.

Council address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N.
Charleston, SC 29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Chip Collier, Deputy Director, phone
(843) 302—-8444 or toll free (866)
SAFMC-10; FAX (843) 769—-4520; email:
chip.collier@sasfmc.net.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council formed the System Management
Plan Workgroup to evaluate protected
areas including the Spawning Special
Management Zones and Deepwater
Marine Protected Areas. During the
meeting representatives from the
snapper grouper fishery, National
Marine Fisheries Service staff, Council
staff, state agency staff, and researchers
will review information available for


https://safmc.net/workgroups/
https://safmc.net/workgroups/
mailto:chip.collier@sasfmc.net
mailto:Emily.Ott@safmc.net
http://www.sedarweb.org
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Spawning Special Management Zones,
an evaluation tool for the zones, and
develop an evaluation of the zones. The
workgroup will provide
recommendations on management of the
Spawning Special Management Zones.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for auxiliary aid should be
directed to the Council office (see
ADDRESSES) 5 days prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)

Dated: June 24, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—-12984 Filed 6—26—-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF834]

Taking and Importing Marine
Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to Geophysical Surveys
Related to Oil and Gas Activities in the
Gulf of America

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of Letters of
Authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), as amended, its implementing
regulations, and NMFS’ MMPA
regulations for taking marine mammals
incidental to geophysical surveys
related to oil and gas activities in the
Gulf of America (GOA), notification is
hereby given that NMFS has issued two
separate Letters of Authorization (LOAs)
to WesternGeco, LLC (WesternGeco), for
the take of marine mammals incidental
to geophysical survey activity in the
GOA.

DATES: One LOA issued to WesternGeco
is effective from July 1, 2026, through
February 29, 2027. The other LOA
issued to WesternGeco is effective from
August 1, 2026, through March 31,
2027.

ADDRESSES: The LOAs, LOA requests,
and supporting documentation are
available online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/

incidental-take-authorization-oil-and-
gas-industry-geophysical-survey. In case
of problems accessing these documents,
please call the contact listed below (see
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jenna Harlacher, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—-8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, a notice of a proposed
authorization is provided to the public
for review.

An authorization for incidental
takings shall be granted if NMFS finds
that the taking will have a negligible
impact on the species or stock(s), will
not have an unmitigable adverse impact
on the availability of the species or
stock(s) for subsistence uses (where
relevant), and if the permissible
methods of taking and requirements
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring
and reporting of such takings are set
forth. NMFS has defined ‘‘negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact
resulting from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect
the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i)
has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

On January 19, 2021, we issued a final
rule with regulations to govern the
unintentional taking of marine
mammals incidental to geophysical
survey activities conducted by oil and
gas industry operators, and those
persons authorized to conduct activities
on their behalf (collectively “industry
operators”), in U.S. waters of the GOA 1

1Pursuant to Executive Order 14172, ‘“Restoring
Names That Honor American Greatness,” and

over the course of 5 years (86 FR 5322,
January 19, 2021). The rule was based
on our findings that the total taking
from the specified activities over the 5-
year period will have a negligible
impact on the affected species or
stock(s) of marine mammals and will
not have an unmitigable adverse impact
on the availability of those species or
stocks for subsistence uses, and became
effective on April 19, 2021.

The regulations at 50 CFR 217.180
allow for the issuance of LOAs to
industry operators for the incidental
take of marine mammals during
geophysical survey activities and
prescribe the permissible methods of
taking and other means of effecting the
least practicable adverse impact on
marine mammal species or stocks and
their habitat (often referred to as
mitigation), as well as requirements
pertaining to the monitoring and
reporting of such taking. Under 50 CFR
217.186(e), issuance of an LOA shall be
based on a determination that the level
of taking will be consistent with the
findings made for the total taking
allowable under these regulations and a
determination that the amount of take
authorized under the LOA is of no more
than small numbers.

NMEF'S subsequently discovered that
the 2021 rule was based on erroneous
take estimates. We conducted another
rulemaking using correct take estimates
and other newly available and pertinent
information relevant to the analyses
supporting some of the findings in the
2021 final rule and the taking allowable
under the regulations. We issued a final
rule in April 2024, effective May 24,
2024 (89 FR 31488, April 24, 2024).

On August 28, 2025, NMFS Office of
Protected Resources (OPR) received a
request from NMFS Office of Policy
(Policy) for reimplementation of the
current Incidental Take Regulation (ITR)
to avoid a lapse in ITRs offering
incidental take coverage for GOA
geophysical survey activities. On
October 20, 2025, Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (the original
petitioner for the current ITRs)
submitted a request to be included in
the process as a co-petitioner. In
response to these requests, NMFS issued
a new final rule, effective April 20,
2026, through April 19, 2031 (91 FR
20784, April 17, 2026).

The reimplementation of the
regulations continues the established
framework for authorization of
incidental take through LOAs. The final

Department of the Interior Secretarial Order 3423,
“The Gulf of America,” the body of water formerly
known as the Gulf of Mexico is now called the Gulf
of America.


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/incidental-take-authorization-oil-and-gas-industry-geophysical-survey
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