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requests that are contested,? the
Commission will aim to issue an order
acting on the request within 45 days.?
The Commission will address all
arguments relating to whether the
applicant has demonstrated there is
good cause to grant the extension.# The
Commission will not consider
arguments that re-litigate the issuance of
the certificate order, including whether
the Commission properly found the
project to be in the public convenience
and necessity and whether the
Commission’s environmental analysis
for the certificate complied with the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).5 At the time a pipeline requests
an extension of time, orders on
certificates of public convenience and
necessity are final and the Commission
will not re-litigate their issuance.® The
Director of the Office of Energy Projects,
or his or her designee, will act on all of
those extension requests that are
uncontested.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 502—6652
(toll free at 1-866—208—-3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—-8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

The Commission strongly encourages
electronic filings of comments in lieu of
paper using the “eFile” link at http://

2 Contested proceedings are those where an
intervenor disputes any material issue of the filing.
18 CFR 385.2201(c)(1).

3 Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC, 170 FERC
161,144, at P 40 (2020).

4]d. at P 40.

5 Similarly, the Commission will not re-litigate
the issuance of an NGA section 3 authorization,
including whether a proposed project is not
inconsistent with the public interest and whether
the Commission’s environmental analysis for the
permit order complied with NEPA.

6 Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC, 170 FERC
61,144, at P 40 (2020).

www.ferc.gov. In lieu of electronic filing,
you may submit a paper copy which
must reference the Project docket
number.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Comment Date: 5:00 p.m. Eastern
Time on April 23, 2026.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: April 8, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 202607128 Filed 4-10-26; 8:45 am]
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Virginia Electric and Power Company
d/b/a Dominion Energy Virginia,
Allegheny Generating Company, and
Bath County Energy, LLC: Notice of
Intent To Prepare an Environmental
Assessment

On December 30, 2024, Virginia
Electric and Power Company d/b/a
Dominion Energy Virginia, Allegheny
Generating Company, and Bath County
Energy, LLC (Dominion) filed a
relicense application for the 2,484-
megawatt Bath County Pumped Storage
Project No. 2716 (project). The project is
located on Back Creek and Little Back
Creek in Bath, Highland, Augusta, and
Rockbridge counties, Virginia. The
project includes a 278-acre upper
reservoir impounded by a 2,250-foot-
long, 460-foot-high, earth and rock-fill
dam; (2) a primarily underground
powerhouse housing six Francis
reversible pump-turbines; and (3) a 555-
acre lower reservoir impounded by a
2,100-foot-long, 135-foot-high, earth and
rock-fill dam. The current project
boundary encompasses 3,451 acres of
land, including 1,122 acres of federal
land in the George Washington and
Jefferson National Forests administered
by the U.S. Forest Service.

In accordance with the Commission’s
regulations, on January 15, 2026,
Commission staff issued a notice that
the project was ready for environmental
analysis (REA notice). Based on the
information in the record, including
comments filed on the REA Notice, staff
does not anticipate that licensing the
project would constitute a major federal
action significantly affecting the quality
of the human environment. Therefore,
staff intends to prepare an
environmental assessment (EA) on the
application to relicense the project.?

The EA will be issued and circulated
for review by all interested parties. All
comments filed on the EA will be
analyzed by staff and considered in the
Commission’s final licensing decision.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

The application will be processed
according to the following schedule.
Revisions to the schedule may be made
as appropriate.

Milestone Target date

Commission issues
EA.

November 20, 2026.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Andy Bernick at
(202) 502—8660 or email at
andrew.bernick@ferc.gov.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: April 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—07124 Filed 4-10-26; 8:45 am]
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[Docket No. CP26-74-000]

Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline,
Inc.; Notice of Schedule for the
Preparation of an Environmental
Assessment for the Viola Project

On January 21, 2026, Southern Star
Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. (Southern
Star) filed an application in Docket No.
CP26-74-000 requesting a Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity

1For tracking purposes under the National
Environmental Policy Act, the unique identification
number for documents relating to this
environmental review is EAXX-019-20-000—
1774339686.
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pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural
Gas Act for the Viola Project (Project) in
Sumner County, Kansas. Southern Star
proposes to construct a new meter
station, flow station, compressor station,
and the Line UA natural gas pipeline, in
order to flow up to 116,296 dekatherms
per day of natural gas. The Viola Project
would support and supply the 710-
megawatt combined cycle power
generation Viola Plant, which is
currently under construction in Sumner
County, and would be owned and
operated by Evergy Kansas Gentral, Inc.
(Evergy).

On February 4, 2026, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
(Commission or FERC) issued its Notice
of Application for the Project. Among
other things, that notice alerted agencies
issuing federal authorizations of the
requirement to complete all necessary
reviews and to reach a final decision on
a request for a federal authorization
within 90 days of the date of issuance
of the Commission staff’s environmental
document for the Project.

This notice identifies Commission
staff’s intention to prepare an
environmental assessment (EA) for the
Project and the planned schedule for the
completion of the environmental
review.! The EA will be issued for a 30-
day comment period.

Schedule for Environmental Review

Issuance of EA—October 9, 2026
90-day Federal Authorization Decision

Deadline 2—January 7, 2027

If a schedule change becomes
necessary, additional notice will be
provided so that the relevant agencies
are kept informed of the Project’s
progress.

Project Description

The Project would consist of the
facilities and activities detailed below,
all in Sumner County, Kansas:

e approximately 19.33 miles of new
16-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline
(Line UA), which would connect to
Southern Star’s existing 20-inch-
diameter Line U;

¢ the new Wellington Compressor
Station, consisting of three compressor

1For tracking purposes under the National
Environmental Policy Act, the unique identification
number for documents relating to this
environmental review is EAXX—019-20-000—
1774341286.

2The Commission’s deadline applies to the
decisions of other federal agencies, and state
agencies acting under federally delegated authority,
that are responsible for federal authorizations,
permits, and other approvals necessary for
proposed projects under the Natural Gas Act. Per
18 CFR 157.22(a), the Commission’s deadline for
other agency’s decisions applies unless a schedule
is otherwise established by federal law.

units totaling 12,375 horsepower, along
with ancillary station equipment;

e anew mainline valve on Line U;
and

o the Evergy Meter Setting, a meter
station which would connect Line UA
to the new Evergy Viola Plant.

Background

On March 4, 2026, the Commission
issued a Notice of Scoping Period
Requesting Comments on
Environmental Issues for the Proposed
Viola Project (Notice of Scoping). The
Notice of Scoping was sent to affected
landowners; federal, state, and local
government agencies; elected officials;
environmental and public interest
groups; Native American tribes; other
interested parties; and local libraries
and newspapers. The Commission
received a comment regarding concerns
over air and noise emissions, as well as
potential safety risks of a compressor
station and pipeline within 1 mile of a
residence. All substantive comments
received will be addressed in the EA.

Additional Information

In order to receive notification of the
issuance of the EA and to keep track of
formal issuances and submittals in
specific dockets, the Commission offers
a free service called eSubscription. This
service provides automatic notification
of filings made to subscribed dockets,
document summaries, and direct links
to the documents. Go to https://
www.ferc.gov/ferc-online/overview to
register for eSubscription.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Additional information about the
Project is available from the FERC
website (www.ferc.gov). Using the
“eLibrary” link, select “General Search”
from the eLibrary menu, enter the
selected date range and ‘“Docket
Number” excluding the last three digits
(i.e., CP26-74), and follow the
instructions. For assistance with access
to eLibrary, the helpline can be reached
at (866) 208—-3676, TTY (202) 502—-8659,
or at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. The
eLibrary link on the FERC website also
provides access to the texts of formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and rule
makings.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)

Dated: April 7, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—07122 Filed 4—10-26; 8:45 am]
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Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP26-750-000.

Applicants: El Paso Natural Gas
Company, L.L.C.

Description: 4(d) Rate Filing:
Negotiated Rate Agreement Update
(WTG April 2026) to be effective 4/8/
2026.

Filed Date: 4/8/26.

Accession Number: 0260408-5000.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 4/20/26.

Docket Numbers: RP26-751-000.

Applicants: Viking Gas Transmission
Company.

Description: Compliance filing:
Conforming Displacement
Agreements—Koch and World Fuel to
be effective N/A.

Filed Date: 4/8/26.

Accession Number: 0260408-5116.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 4/20/26.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—-3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202) 502-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.
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