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Dated: April 6, 2026. 
Shannon Bettridge, 
Chief, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle 
Conservation Division, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06840 Filed 4–8–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XF656] 

Marine Mammals; File No. 29467 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Jing Guo, University of Rochester, 
HH425 Hutchison Hall, Rochester, NY 
14627 has applied in due form for a 
permit to import, export, and receive 
cetacean parts for scientific research. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before May 11, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 29467 from the list of available 
applications. These documents are also 
available upon written request via email 
to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted via email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include File No. 29467 in the subject 
line of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth 
the specific reasons why a hearing on 
this application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shasta McClenahan, Ph.D., or Jennifer 
Skidmore, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the regulations 
governing the taking and importing of 
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216), the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and 
the regulations governing the taking, 
importing, and exporting of endangered 
and threatened species (50 CFR parts 
222–226). 

The applicant requests an 8-year 
permit to develop cell lines and study 
the molecular mechanisms underlying 
exceptional longevity, stress resistance, 
and cancer suppression. Parts from up 
to 60 individual cetaceans may be 
imported, exported, and received 
annually. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of the 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors. 

Dated: April 6, 2026. 
Shannon Bettridge, 
Chief, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle 
Conservation Division, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06871 Filed 4–8–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XF669] 

Fisheries of the Gulf of America; 
Southeast Data, Assessment, and 
Review; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of webinar. 

SUMMARY: The Southeast Data 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 98 
assessment process for Gulf red snapper 
will consist of a Data Workshop, a series 
of assessment webinars, and a Review 
Workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

DATES: The SEDAR 98 Assessment 
Webinar VIII will be held May 1, 2026, 
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m., Eastern Time. 
ADDRESSES: 

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place 
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC 
29405. www.sedarweb.org. 

Meeting address: The meeting will be 
held via webinar. The webinar is open 
to members of the public. Those 
interested in participating should 
contact Julie A. Neer at SEDAR (See FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT) to 
request an invitation providing webinar 

access information. Please request 
webinar invitations at least 24 hours in 
advance of each webinar. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571– 
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmc.net. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf, 
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils, in conjunction 
with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the Atlantic and Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commissions have 
implemented the SEDAR process. 
SEDAR is a participatory process for 
developing, evaluating and reviewing 
information used for fisheries 
management advice. This multi-step 
process for determining the status of 
fish stocks in the Southeast Region may 
include (1) a Data stage, and (2) an 
Assessment stage, and (3) a Review 
stage. Each stage produces a report 
summarizing decisions made during 
that stage. A final stock assessment 
report is produced at the end of a 
SEDAR process documenting data sets 
used, model configurations and the 
opinions from the independent peer 
review. Participants for SEDAR projects 
are appointed by the Gulf, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and National 
Marine Fisheries Service Southeast 
Regional Office, Highly Migratory 
Species Management Division, and 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. 
Participants may include data collectors 
and database managers; stock 
assessment scientists, biologists, and 
researchers; constituency 
representatives including fishermen, 
environmentalists, and non- 
governmental organizations; 
International experts; and staff of 
Councils, Commissions, and state and 
Federal agencies. 

The items of discussion during the 
Assessment Webinar VIII are as follows: 
Participants will review the assessment 
modelling work to date and make final 
recommendations. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the intent to take final action 
to address the emergency. 
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Special Accommodations 
The meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to the 
Council office (see ADDRESSES) at least 5 
business days prior to each workshop. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) 

Dated: April 7, 2026. 
Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06875 Filed 4–8–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XF615] 

Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; 
General Provisions for Domestic 
Fisheries; Application for Exempted 
Fishing Permits 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 

ACTION: Notice; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The Assistant Regional 
Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries, 
Greater Atlantic Region, NMFS, has 
made a preliminary determination that 
an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) 
application contains all of the required 
information and warrants further 
consideration. The EFP would allow 
federally permitted fishing vessels to 
fish outside fishery regulations in 
support of exempted fishing activities 
proposed by the Gloucester Marine 
Genomics Institute. Regulations under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act and 
the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 
Cooperative Management Act require 
publication of this notification to 
provide interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on applications 
for proposed EFPs. 

DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before April 24, 2026. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit written 
comments by the following method: 

• Email: nmfs.gar.efp@noaa.gov. 
Include in the subject line ‘‘GMGI 2026 
Lobster Genomics EFP’’. 

All comments received are a part of 
the public record and may be posted for 
public viewing without change. All 
personal identifying information (e.g., 
name, address), confidential business 
information, or otherwise sensitive 
information submitted voluntarily by 
the sender will be publicly accessible. 
NMFS will accept anonymous 
comments (enter ‘‘anonymous’’ as the 
signature if you wish to remain 
anonymous). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Caroline Potter, Fishery Resource 
Management Specialist, 
Caroline.Potter@noaa.gov, (978) 281– 
9325. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Gloucester Marine Genomics Institute 
submitted a complete application for an 
EFP to conduct commercial fishing 
activities that the regulations would 
otherwise restrict. This EFP would 
exempt the participating vessels from 
the following Federal regulations: 

TABLE 1—REQUESTED EXEMPTIONS 

CFR citation Regulation Need for exemption 

50 CFR 697.20(c) ........................... Lobster Mutilation .......................... Landing legs from ovigerous female lobsters. 

TABLE 2—PROJECT SUMMARY 

Project title Genomic population structure of American lobster in U.S. waters for stock delineation 

Project start ..................................... 06/01/2026. 
Project end ...................................... 09/30/2027. 
Project objectives ............................ To assess spatial stock structure and signals of natural selection of American lobster to improve manage-

ment unit delineations. 
Project location ............................... Statistical Areas 515, 562, 526, 537, and 616. 
Number of vessels .......................... Maximum of 8. 
Number of trips ............................... Approximately 6. 
Trip duration (days) ......................... 3. 
Total number of days ...................... Approximately 18. 
Gear type(s) .................................... Lobster pots. 
Number of tows or sets .................. 30 per trip. 
Duration of tows or sets .................. 1 day. 

Project Narrative 

This project would assess spatial 
stock structure and signals of natural 
selection of American lobster by using 
a population genomics approach. The 
intention is for the project to assist in 
improving management unit 
delineations for lobster in the Gulf of 
Maine, Georges Bank, and Southern 
New England regions. To achieve this, 
the project sets four aims: (1) Improve 
the chromosome-level reference genome 

assembly for the American lobster; (2) 
build collaborative partnerships with 
commercial lobstermen and regional 
lobster biologists by collecting lobster 
tissue samples from U.S. waters and one 
Canadian location; (3) assess genetic 
population structure and interpret 
responses to regional and environmental 
conditions recorded within the genome; 
and (4) disseminate results to the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission’s American Lobster 

Technical Committee to improve stock 
delineations and management strategies. 

Samples would be collected at six 
locations throughout the Gulf of Maine, 
Georges Bank/Great South Channel, and 
Southern New England. At each of the 
six locations, fishermen would fish for 
lobster using standard lobster pots, 
which would be configured and set 
consistent with offshore lobster fishing 
practices. This fishing activity is 
planned to be conducted as part of the 
fishermen’s regular fishing activity. 
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