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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf, 
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils, in conjunction 
with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the Atlantic and Gulf States 
Marine Fisheries Commissions have 
implemented the SEDAR process. 
SEDAR is a participatory process for 
developing, evaluating and reviewing 
information used for fisheries 
management advice. This multi-step 
process for determining the status of 
fish stocks in the Southeast Region may 
include (1) a Data stage, and (2) an 
Assessment stage, and (3) a Review 
stage. Each stage produces a report 
summarizing decisions made during 
that stage. A final stock assessment 
report is produced at the end of a 
SEDAR process documenting data sets 
used, model configurations and the 
opinions from the independent peer 
review. Participants for SEDAR projects 
are appointed by the Gulf, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and National 
Marine Fisheries Service Southeast 
Regional Office, Highly Migratory 
Species Management Division, and 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. 
Participants may include data collectors 
and database managers; stock 
assessment scientists, biologists, and 
researchers; constituency 
representatives including fishermen, 
environmentalists, and non- 
governmental organizations; 
International experts; and staff of 
Councils, Commissions, and state and 
Federal agencies. The items of 
discussion in the SEDAR 103 Data 
Webinar 3 are as follows: Continue 
fisheries independent data review, 
ecosystem and life history data review, 
morphometrics data base. Although 
non-emergency issues not contained in 
this agenda may come before this group 
for discussion, those issues may not be 
the subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically identified in 
this notice and any issues arising after 
publication of this notice that require 
emergency action under section 305(c) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. Special 
Accommodations These meetings are 
physically accessible to people with 
disabilities. Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to the Council office 
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days 
prior to each workshop. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) 

Dated: April 7, 2026. 
Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06876 Filed 4–8–26; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: NMFS announces a U.S. 
stakeholder meeting to discuss North 
Pacific albacore (NPALB) management. 
This meeting is intended to provide 
updates from the February stakeholder 
webinar and gather stakeholder input to 
prepare for potential discussions at the 
2026 annual meetings of the Inter- 
American Tropical Tuna Commission 
(IATTC) and Western and Central 
Pacific Fisheries Commission Northern 
Committee (WCPFC NC) related to 
management of NPALB fisheries. The 
meeting topics are described under the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of 
this notice. 
DATES: The virtual meeting will be held 
on May 21, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
HST (12 p.m. to 4 p.m. PDT). You must 
complete the registration process by 
May 14, 2026, if you plan to attend the 
meeting (see ADDRESSES). 
ADDRESSES: If you plan to attend the 
meeting, which will be held by webinar, 
please register at https://forms.gle/ 
GN1x1QvnuRzXBAdj9. Instructions for 
attending the meeting will be emailed to 
meeting participants before the meeting 
occurs. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Valerie Post, Pacific Islands Regional 
Office at valerie.post@noaa.gov; 1–323– 
372–2946 or Tyler Lawson, West Coast 
Region Office at tyler.lawson@noaa.gov; 
1–503–230–5421. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 2025, 
the WCPFC NC requested the 
International Scientific Committee on 
Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the 
North Pacific Ocean (ISC) to provide 
estimates of the historical impact of 
each fleet group on the NPALB stock to 
guide discussions on potential fleet- 

specific reductions if stock biomass 
were to fall below the threshold 
reference point as mandated by the 
harvest strategy. This stakeholder 
meeting is intended to discuss this 
topic, review preliminary results of the 
2026 stock assessment for NPALB, 
gather stakeholder input, and prepare 
for anticipated discussions at the IATTC 
and WCPFC NC in 2026. 

NPALB U.S. Stakeholder Meeting 
Topics 

The meeting agenda will be 
distributed to participants in advance of 
the meeting. The meeting agenda will 
include a discussion on the executive 
summary of the 2026 NPALB stock 
assessment and updated estimates by 
the ISC of the historical impact of fleet 
groups. The meeting agenda will also 
discuss translating fishing intensity into 
catch and/or effort limits for NPALB, 
and potential modifications to the 
harvest strategy. Additionally, a 
timeline of important events leading up 
to the 2026 meeting of the WCPFC NC 
will be discussed. 

Special Accommodations 
Requests for sign language 

interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be indicated when registering for 
the meeting (see ADDRESSES) by May 14, 
2026. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 951 et seq., 16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq., and 16 U.S.C. 6901 
et seq. 

Dated: April 6, 2026. 
David R. Blankinship, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06853 Filed 4–8–26; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO or Office) is 
implementing the PCT Informed 
Examination Request (PIER) Pilot 
Program to assess the inventory and 
efficiency impacts of requiring an 
applicant to request examination in 
view of applicable Patent Cooperation 
Treaty (PCT) international phase work 
products. The USPTO will select certain 
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