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Competitiveness—Summary of
Comments Received

12 p.m.-1:30 p.m.

—Lunch Break

1:30 p.m.-2:15 p.m.

—District Advisory Panel Reports (15
mins each)

—St. Thomas, U.S.V.I.—Julian Magras,
Chair

—St. Croix, U.S.V.I.—Gerson Martinez,
Chair

—Puerto Rico—Nelson Crespo, Chair

2:15 p.m.—2:45 p.m.

—Enforcement Reports (10 minutes

each)
—Puerto Rico DNER
—U.S.V.I. DPNR

—U.S. Coast Guard
—NOAA Fisheries Office of Law
Enforcement

2:45 p.m.—3:15 p.m.

—Coffee Break

3:15 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
—Advisory Bodies Membership
3:30 p.m.—3:45 p.m.

—Other Business

—Update on Queen Conch Status
Review—NOAA Fisheries

—Red Snapper Aquaculture Exempted
Fishing Permit application submitted
to the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council by Cultimar
Technologies—NOAA

3:45 p.m.—4 p.m.

—Public Comment Period (5-minute
presentations)
—Next Meetings

4 p.m.
—Adjourn

Note (1): Other than starting time and dates
of the meetings, the established times for
addressing items on the agenda may be
adjusted as necessary to accommodate the
timely completion of discussion relevant to
the agenda items. To further accommodate
discussion and completion of all items on the
agenda, the meeting may be extended from,
or completed prior to the date established in
this notice. Changes in the agenda will be
posted to the CFMC website, Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram as practical.

Note (2): Financial disclosure forms are
available for inspection at this meeting, as
per 50 CFR part 601.

The order of business may be adjusted
as necessary to accommodate the
completion of agenda items. The
meeting will begin on April 21, 2026, at
9 a.m. AST, and will end on April 22,
2026, at 4 p.m. AST. Other than the start
time on the first day of the meeting,

interested parties should be aware that
discussions may start earlier or later
than indicated in the agenda, at the
discretion of the Chair.

Special Accommodations:

For any additional information on this
public virtual meeting, please contact
Diana Martino, Caribbean Fishery
Management Council, 270 Mufioz
Rivera Avenue, Suite 401, San Juan,
Puerto Rico, 00918-1903, telephone:
(787) 226-8849.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 3, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—06721 Filed 4-6—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF607]

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to the Hampton
Roads Bridge-Tunnel Expansion
Project, Norfolk, Virginia

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of incidental
harassment authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with
regulations implementing the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as
amended, notification is hereby given
that NMFS has issued an incidental
harassment authorization (IHA) to
Hampton Roads Connector Partners
(HRCP) for authorization to take marine
mammals incidental to the Hampton
Roads Bridge-Tunnel Expansion Project,
Norfolk, Virginia.

DATES: This authorization is effective
from April 1, 2026, through March 31,
2027.

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the
application and supporting documents,
as well as a list of the references cited
in this document, may be obtained
online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/incidental-
take-authorizations-construction-
activities. In case of problems accessing
these documents, please call the contact
listed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert Pauline, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

MMPA Background and
Determinations

The MMPA prohibits the “take” of
marine mammals, with certain
exceptions. Among the exceptions is
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) which directs the
Secretary of Commerce (as delegated to
NMFS) to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional, taking by
harassment of small numbers of marine
mammals by U.S. citizens who engage
in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and the public has an
opportunity to comment on the
proposed IHA.

Specifically, NMFS will issue an IHA
if it finds that the taking will have a
negligible impact on the species or
stock(s) and will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
taking for subsistence uses (where
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe
the permissible methods of taking and
other “means of effecting the least
[practicable] adverse impact” on the
affected species or stocks and their
habitat, paying particular attention to
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of
similar significance, and on the
availability of such species or stocks for
taking for certain subsistence uses
(referred to here as “mitigation”’). NMFS
must also prescribe requirements
pertaining to the monitoring and
reporting of such takings. The
definitions of key terms, such as ““take,”
“harassment,” and “‘negligible impact,”
can be found in the MMPA and the
NMFS’ implementing regulations (see
16 U.S.C. 1362; 50 CFR 216.103).

On February 27, 2026, a notice of
NMFS’ proposal to issue an IHA to
HRCP for take of marine mammals
incidental to the Hampton Roads
Bridge-Tunnel Expansion Project,
Norfolk, Virginia was published in the
Federal Register (91 FR 9815). In that
notice, NMFS indicated the estimated
numbers, type, and methods of
incidental take proposed for each
species or stock, as well as the
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
measures that would be required should
the IHA be issued. The Federal Register
notice also included analysis to support
NMFS’ preliminary conclusions and
determinations that the IHA, if issued,
would satisfy the requirements of
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA for
issuance of the IHA. The Federal
Register notice included web links to a
draft IHA for review, as well as other
supporting documents.


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-construction-activities
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-construction-activities
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-construction-activities
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-construction-activities
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-construction-activities
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No comments were received during
the public comment period. There are
no changes to the specified activity, the
species taken, the proposed numbers,
type, or methods of take, or the
mitigation, monitoring, or reporting
measures in the proposed IHA notice.
No new information that would change
any of the preliminary analyses,
conclusions, or determinations in the
proposed IHA notice has become
available since that notice was
published, and therefore, the
preliminary analyses, conclusions, and
determinations included in the
proposed IHA are considered final.

National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO)
216—6A, NMFS must review our
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an
THA) with respect to potential impacts
on the human environment.

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no
anticipated serious injury or mortality)
of the Companion Manual for NAO 216—
6A, which do not individually or
cumulatively have the potential for
significant impacts on the quality of the
human environment and for which we
have not identified any extraordinary
circumstances that would preclude this
categorical exclusion. Accordingly,
NMFS has determined that the issuance
of the proposed THA qualifies to be
categorically excluded from further
NEPA review.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal
agency ensures that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
THAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

No incidental take of ESA-listed
species is proposed for authorization or
expected to result from this activity.
Therefore, NMFS has determined that
formal consultation under section 7 of
the ESA is not required for this action.

Authorization

Accordingly, consistent with the
requirements of section 101(a)(5)(D) of
the MMPA, NMFS has issued an IHA to

HRCP for authorization to take marine
mammals incidental to the Hampton
Roads Bridge-Tunnel Expansion Project,
Norfolk, Virginia.

Dated: April 2, 2026.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—06700 Filed 4-6—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request; Law
School Clinic Certification Program

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (hereafter “USPTO”
or “Agency”’) will submit the following
information collection request to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and clearance in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, on or after the
date of publication of this notice. The
USPTO invites comments on the
information collection renewal of 0651—
0081, which helps the USPTO assess the
impact of its information collection
requirements and minimize the
reporting burden to the public. Public
comments were previously requested
via the Federal Register on December
22, 2025, during a 60-day comment
period (90 FR 59798). This notice allows
for an additional 30 days for public
comments.

DATES: To ensure consideration, you
must submit comments regarding this
information collection on or before May
7,2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for this information
collection should be submitted within
30 days of the publication of this notice
on the following website, https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting “Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function and entering either the title of
the information collection or the OMB
Control Number, 0651-0081. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

e This information collection request
may be viewed at https://
www.reginfo.gov. Follow the
instructions to view the Department of
Commerce, USPTO information
collections currently under review by
OMB.

e Email: InformationCollection@
uspto.gov. Include “0651-0081
information request” in the subject line
of the message.

e Mail: Justin Isaac, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—
1450.

e Telephone: Diana Oleksa, Office of
Enrollment and Discipline, 571-272—
4097.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Law School Clinic Certification
Program.

OMB Control Number: 0651-0081.

Abstract: Public Law 113-227 (Dec.
16, 2014) requires the USPTO to
establish regulations and procedures for
application to, and participation in the
USPTO Law School Clinic Certification
Program. The Program allows students
enrolled in a participating law school’s
clinic to practice patent or trademark
law before the USPTO under the direct
supervision of an approved faculty
clinic supervisor. Each clinic provides
legal services on a pro bono basis for
clients who qualify for assistance from
the law school’s clinic. By drafting,
filing, and prosecuting patent and
trademark applications, students gain
valuable experience that would
otherwise be unavailable to them while
in law school. The program also
facilitates the provision of pro bono
services to patent and trademark
applicants who lack the financial
resources necessary for traditional legal
representation. Currently, 74 law
schools participate in the program.

This information collection covers the
applications from law schools that wish
to enter the program, faculty advisors
who seek to become a faculty clinic
supervisor, and students who seek to
participate in this program. The
collection also includes the required
semi-annual reports from participating
law school clinics and biennial
renewals required by the program. With
this renewal, the USPTO is renumbering
the items within this information
collection to match their current
arrangement.

Forms: (LS=Law School)

e PTO-158LS (Application for Limited
Recognition in USPTO Law School
Program for Law Students to Practice
Before the USPTO)


https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
mailto:InformationCollection@uspto.gov
mailto:InformationCollection@uspto.gov
https://www.reginfo.gov
https://www.reginfo.gov
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