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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service
[Docket No. FSIS-2026-0067]

Notice of Request To Renew an
Approved Information Collection: New
Poultry Inspection System

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection
Service (FSIS), U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA).

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) regulations, FSIS is announcing
its intention to request a renewal of the
approved information collection
regarding poultry slaughter inspection.
There are no changes to the information
collection. The approval for this
information collection will expire on
August 31, 2026. June 2, 2026.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
June 2, 2026.

ADDRESSES: FSIS invites interested
persons to submit comments on this
Federal Register notice. Comments may
be submitted by one of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: This
website provides commenters the ability
to type short comments directly into the
comment field on the web page or to
attach a file for lengthier comments. Go
to https://www.regulations.gov. Follow
the online instructions at that site for
submitting comments.

e Mail: Send to Docket Clerk, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Mailstop
3758, Washington, DC 20250-3700.

e Hand- or Courier-Delivered
Submittals: Deliver to 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Jamie L.
Whitten Building, Room 350-E,
Washington, DC 20250-3700.

Instructions: All items submitted by
mail or electronic mail must include the
Agency name and docket number FSIS—
2026-0067. Comments received in
response to this docket will be made
available for public inspection and
posted without change, including any
personal information, to https://
www.regulations.gov.

Docket: For access to background
documents or comments received, call
(202) 286—2255 to schedule a time to
visit the FSIS Docket Room at 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20250-3700.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gina
Kouba, Office of Policy and Program
Development, Food Safety and
Inspection Service, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Mailstop
3758, South Building, Washington, DC
20250-3700; 202-720-5046.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: New Poultry Inspection System.

OMB Number: 0583-0156.

Type of Request: Renewal of an
approved information collection.

Abstract: FSIS has been delegated the
authority to exercise the functions of the
Secretary (7 CFR 2.18 and 2.53), as
specified in the Poultry Products
Inspection Act (PPIA) (21 U.S.C. 451, et
seq.). This statute mandates that FSIS
protect the public by verifying that
poultry products are safe, wholesome,
and properly labeled.

FSIS is requesting a renewal of the
approved information collection
regarding poultry slaughter inspection.
There are no changes to the information
collection. The approval for this
information collection will expire on
August 31, 2026.

FSIS requires that all official poultry
slaughter establishments, other than
establishments that slaughter ratites,
maintain as part of their Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Point
(HACCP) plan, sanitation standard
operating procedures (SOPs), or other
prerequisite programs, written
procedures addressing: (1) the
prevention throughout the entire
slaughter and dressing operation of
contamination of carcasses and parts by
enteric pathogens (e.g., Salmonella and
Campylobacter) and by fecal material,
including microbial test results (9 CFR
381.65(g)); and (2) the prevention of
carcasses and parts contaminated by
visible fecal material from entering the
chiller (9 CFR 381.65(f)). All

establishments that slaughter poultry
other than ratites are required to
develop, implement, and maintain as
part of their HACCP plan, sanitation
SOP, or other prerequisite program
written procedures for chilling poultry
(9 CFR 381.66).

Each establishment operating under
the New Poultry Inspection System
(NPIS) is required to maintain records to
document that the products resulting
from slaughter operations meet the
definition of ready-to-cook poultry (9
CFR 381.76(b)(6)).

FSIS has made the following
estimates based upon an information
collection assessment:

Respondents: Official poultry
establishments.

Estimated No. of Respondents: 289.

Estimated No. of Annual Responses
per Respondent: 5,292.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 191,204 hours. All
responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.
Copies of this information collection
assessment can be obtained from Gina
Kouba, Office of Policy and Program
Development, Food Safety and
Inspection Service, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Mailstop
3758, South Building, Washington, DC
20250-3700; 202—-720-5046.

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of FSIS’ functions, including whether
the information will have practical
utility; (b) the accuracy of FSIS’ estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information, including the validity of
the method and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information,
including through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques, or other forms of
information technology. Comments may
be sent to both FSIS, at the addresses
provided above, and the Desk Officer for
Agriculture, Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget (OMB),
Washington, DC 20253.
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Additional Public Notification

Public awareness of all segments of
rulemaking and policy development is
important. Consequently, FSIS will
announce this Federal Register
publication online through the FSIS
web page located at: https://
www.fsis.usda.gov/federal-register.

FSIS will also announce and provide
a link to this Federal Register
publication through the FSIS
Constituent Update, which is used to
provide information regarding FSIS
policies, procedures, regulations,
Federal Register notices, FSIS public
meetings, and other types of information
that could affect or would be of interest
to our constituents and stakeholders.
The Constituent Update is available on
the FSIS web page. Through the web
page, FSIS can provide information to a
much broader, more diverse audience.
In addition, FSIS offers an email
subscription service that provides
automatic and customized access to
selected food safety news and
information. This service is available at:
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/subscribe.
The available information ranges from
recalls to export information,
regulations, directives, and notices.
Customers can add or delete
subscriptions themselves and have the
option to password protect their
accounts.

USDA Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil
rights law and USDA civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Agencies, offices, and employees, and
institutions participating in or
administering USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminating based on
race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
disability, age, marital status, family/
parental status, income derived from a
public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA
(not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing
deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication for
program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign
Language, etc.) should contact the State
or local Agency that administers the
program or contact USDA through the
Telecommunications Relay Service at
711 (voice and TTY). Additionally,
program information may be made
available in languages other than
English.

To file a program discrimination
complaint, complete the USDA Program

Discrimination Complaint Form, AD—
3027, found online at How to File a
Program Discrimination Complaint and
at any USDA office or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in
the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632—-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, Mail Stop
9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410; (2)
fax: (202) 690—7442; or (3) email:
program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer, and lender.

Justin Ransom,

Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2026—06526 Filed 4—2—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-DM-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Black Pine Gold Project, Cassia and
Oneida Counties, Idaho

AGENCY: Forest Service, Agriculture.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service (Sawtooth
National Forest) intends to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
to assess and disclose effects from the
proposed mine plan of operations
(MPQO) submitted by Liberty Gold (USA)
Inc. for the development of the Black
Pine Gold Project. The Forest Service is
the lead agency, and the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Pocatello Field
Office is a cooperating federal agency.
This notice announces the beginning of
a 30-day comment period to solicit
comments and identify issues. The EIS
will evaluate potential impacts of
proposed open pit mining for gold and
silver ores from National Forest System
(NFS) and BLM administered lands and
the processing of these minerals on BLM
administered lands. The proposed
action is expected to require a project-
specific plan amendment to make the
project consistent with the Sawtooth
Forest Plan. The Planning,
Administrative Reviews, and Litigation
System identification number for the
project is 68766.

DATES: This notice initiates a 30-day
public comment process for the EIS. The
Forest Service requests that the public
submit comments on the alternatives or
effects and on relevant information,
studies, or analyses with respect to the
proposal by May 4, 2026. The complete
EIS is expected two years from now. A

schedule for the decision-making
process and additional information
about the project can be found here:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r04/sawtooth/
projects/68766. This project is a
“covered project” under section 41 of
the Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation Act (FAST-41). FAST—
41 provides increased transparency and
predictability by requiring Federal
agencies to publish comprehensive
permitting timetables for all covered
projects. FAST—41 also provides
procedures for modifying permitting
timetables to address the
unpredictability inherent in the
environmental review and permitting
process for significant infrastructure
projects. To view the FAST—41
Permitting Dashboard for the Project,
visit: https://
www.permits.performance.gov/
permitting-project/fast-41-covered-
projects/black-pine-gold-project.
ADDRESSES: Additional information
about the proposal; documents pertinent
to this proposal; and direction regarding
comment submission can be found on
the following website: https://
www.fs.usda.gov/r04/sawtooth/projects/
68766.

Written Comments

Send written comments to Minidoka
Ranger District, 2306 Hiland Ave.,
Burley, ID 83318. Comments may be
submitted electronically to https://
cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public/
CommentInput?Project=68766.

Written public comments will be
accepted by 11:59 p.m. Mountain
Standard Time on May 4, 2026.
Comments submitted after this date may
not be included in the analysis.

Public Scoping Process

The lead agency is planning to hold
one virtual public meeting and one in-
person public meeting. The specific
dates and locations of these meetings
will be announced in advance through
the lead agency website (https://
www.fs.usda.gov/r04/sawtooth/projects/
68766).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Casey D. Johnson, Forest Supervisor,
Sawtooth National Forest, by email at
Casey.Johnson@usda.gov, by phone at
208-423-7501, or in writing at 370
American Avenue, Jerome, Idaho 83338.
Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the
hearing-impaired may call 711 to reach
the Telecommunications Relay Service,
24 hours a day, every day of the year,
including holidays.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Liberty
Gold (USA) Inc. submitted a proposed
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