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Federal agency ensures that any action
it authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
THAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.
No incidental take of ESA-listed
species is proposed for authorization or
expected to result from this activity.
Therefore, NMFS has determined that
formal consultation under section 7 of
the ESA is not required for this action.

Proposed Authorization

As aresult of these preliminary
determinations, NMFS proposes to issue
an IHA to PSF for conducting pile
driving activities in SFB, provided the
previously mentioned mitigation,
monitoring, and reporting requirements
are incorporated. A draft of the
proposed IHA can be found at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/incidental-
take-authorizations-construction-
activities.

Request for Public Comments

We request comment on our analyses,
the proposed authorization, and any
other aspect of this notice of proposed
THA for the proposed construction. We
also request comment on the potential
renewal of this proposed IHA as
described in the paragraph below.
Please include with your comments any
supporting data or literature citations to
help inform decisions on the request for
this THA or a subsequent renewal IHA.

On a case-by-case basis, NMFS may
issue a one-time, 1-year renewal IHA
following notice to the public providing
an additional 15 days for public
comments when (1) up to another year
of identical or nearly identical activities
as described in the Description of
Proposed Activity section of this notice
is planned or (2) the activities as
described in the Description of
Proposed Activity section of this notice
would not be completed by the time the
THA expires and a renewal would allow
for completion of the activities beyond
that described in the Dates and Duration
section of this notice, provided all of the
following conditions are met:

¢ A request for renewal is received no
later than 60 days prior to the needed
renewal IHA effective date (recognizing
that the renewal THA expiration date
cannot extend beyond 1 year from
expiration of the initial THA).

e The request for renewal must
include the following:

(1) An explanation that the activities
to be conducted under the requested
renewal IHA are identical to the
activities analyzed under the initial
IHA, are a subset of the activities, or
include changes so minor (e.g.,
reduction in pile size) that the changes
do not affect the previous analyses,
mitigation and monitoring
requirements, or take estimates (with
the exception of reducing the type or
amount of take).

(2) A preliminary monitoring report
showing the results of the required
monitoring to date and an explanation
showing that the monitoring results do
not indicate impacts of a scale or nature
not previously analyzed or authorized.

o Upon review of the request for
renewal, the status of the affected
species or stocks, and any other
pertinent information, NMFS
determines that there are no more than
minor changes in the activities, the
mitigation and monitoring measures
will remain the same and appropriate,
and the findings in the initial ITHA
remain valid.

Dated: March 31, 2026.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—06484 Filed 4-2-26; 8:45 am]
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Evaluation of Pennsylvania Coastal
Management Program; Notice of Public
Meeting; Request for Comments

AGENCY: Office for Coastal Management,
National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting;
opportunity to comment.

SUMMARY: The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Office for Coastal Management, will
hold a virtual public meeting to solicit
input on the performance evaluation of
the Pennsylvania Coastal Management
Program. NOAA also invites the public
to submit written comments.

DATES: NOAA will hold a virtual public
meeting from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. Eastern
Time (ET) on Tuesday, May 19, 2026.
NOAA may close the meeting 10
minutes after the conclusion of public
testimony and after responding to any
clarifying questions from meeting
participants. NOAA will consider all

relevant written comments received by
Friday, May 29, 2026.

Comments may be submitted:

o Virtually at Public Meeting: Provide
oral comments during the virtual public
meeting on Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at
12 p.m. ET by registering as a speaker
at https://forms.gle/
FeTssayfKAQfN6q56. Please register by
Monday, May 18, 2026, at 5 p.m. ET.
Upon registration, NOAA will send a
confirmation email. At least one hour
prior to the start of the May 18, 2026,
virtual meeting, NOAA will send an
email to all registrants with a link to the
public meeting and information about
participating. While advance
registration is requested, registration
will remain open until the meeting
closes, and any participant may provide
oral comment after the registered
speakers conclude. Meeting registrants
may remain anonymous by typing
“Anonymous” in the “First Name” and
“Last Name” fields on the registration
form.

e Email: Send written comments to
Carrie Hall, Evaluator, NOAA Office for
Coastal Management, at
czma.evaluations@noaa.gov. Include
“Comments on Pennsylvania Coastal
Management Program” in the subject
line. NOAA will accept anonymous
comments; however, the written
comments NOAA receives are part of
the public record, and the entirety of the
comment, including the name of the
commenter, email address, attachments,
and other supporting materials, will be
publicly accessible. Do not submit
confidential business information or
otherwise sensitive or personally
identifiable information, such as
account numbers and Social Security
numbers. Comments that are not related
to the performance evaluation of the
Pennsylvania Coastal Management
Program or that contain profanity,
vulgarity, threats, or other inappropriate
language will not be considered.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carrie Hall, Evaluator, NOAA Office for
Coastal Management, by email at
Carrie.Hall@noaa.gov or by phone at
(240) 410-3422. Copies of the previous
evaluation findings may be viewed and
downloaded at https://coast.noaa.gov/
czm/evaluations. A copy of the
evaluation notification letter and most
recent progress report may be obtained
upon request by contacting Carrie Hall.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
312 of the Coastal Zone Management
Act (CZMA) requires NOAA to conduct
periodic evaluations of federally
approved coastal management
programs. The evaluation process
includes holding one or more public
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mailto:czma.evaluations@noaa.gov
mailto:Carrie.Hall@noaa.gov
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meetings, considering public comments,
and consulting with interested Federal,
State, and local agencies and members
of the public. During the evaluation,
NOAA will consider the extent to which
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has
met the national objectives, adhered to
the management program approved by
the Secretary of Commerce, and adhered
to the terms of financial assistance
under the Act. When the evaluation is
complete, NOAA’s Office for Coastal
Management will place a notice in the
Federal Register announcing the
availability of the final evaluation
findings.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1458.

Keelin Kuipers,

Acting Director, Office for Coastal
Management, National Ocean Service,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2026—06502 Filed 4—2-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-08-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF642]

South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council—Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Meeting of the South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council’s Snapper
Grouper Advisory Panel.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold a meeting of the Snapper Grouper
Advisory Panel (AP) April 21-23, 2026.
DATES: The Snapper Grouper AP will
meet from 1:30 p.m. on April 21, 2026,
until 12 p.m. on April 23, 2026.
ADDRESSES: Meeting address: The
meeting will be held at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel Charleston, 4831 Tanger
Outlet Blvd., N Charleston, SC 29418;
phone (843) 744—4422. Council address:
South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council, 4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite
201, N Charleston, SC 29405. The
meeting will also be available via
webinar. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Schmidtke, Fishery Scientist,
SAFMC; phone (843) 302—8433 or toll
free (866) SAFMC—10; FAX (843) 769—
4520; email: mike.schmidtke@safmc.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Meeting
information, including the agenda,

overview, briefing book materials, and
an online public comment form will be
posted on the Council’s website at:
https://safmc.net/advisory-panel-
meetings/ 2 weeks prior to the meeting.
The meeting is open to the public and
available via webinar as it occurs. The
webinar registration link will be
available from the Council’s website.
Public comment will also be taken
during the meeting.

The agenda for the Snapper Grouper
AP meeting includes discussions of
developing amendments to the Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) for the
Snapper Grouper Fishery of the South
Atlantic Region: Amendment 60
(commercial permit and trip efficiency)
and Amendment 61 (fishery
management unit revision). The AP will
provide input and recommendations on
these amendments for the Council’s
consideration.

The AP will also develop a fishery
performance report and evaluate the
stock risk rating for black grouper. The
AP will receive an update on upcoming
management actions for black sea bass,
as well as provide feedback on black sea
bass observations from last year. The AP
will discuss potential future actions to
change the golden tilefish recreational
season and discuss whether the snapper
grouper commercial 225-pound (SG 2)
permit is working as intended. The AP
will receive a presentation on results
and trends from the Southeast Reef Fish
Survey through 2025. The AP will
receive results from a recent survey of
recreational anglers that was conducted
to inform the ongoing Snapper Grouper
Management Strategy Evaluation and
provide feedback. The AP will also
receive updates on other ongoing
Council projects and initiatives and
address other items as needed.

Special Accommodations: The
meeting is physically accessible to
people with disabilities. Requests for
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) 5 days
prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: March 31, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—06460 Filed 4—2—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF627]

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Eareckson Air
Station Fuel Pier Repair in Alcan
Harbor on Shemya Island, Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of renewal of
incidental harassment authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
regulations implementing the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), as
amended, notification is hereby given
that NMFS has issued a renewal
incidental harassment authorization
(IHA) to United States Air Force Pacific
Regional Support Center (USAF) to
incidentally harass marine mammals
incidental to Eareckson Air Station Fuel
Pier Repair in Alcan Harbor on Shemya
Island, Alaska.

DATES: This renewal IHA is valid from
April 21, 2026 until April 20, 2027.
ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the
original application, Renewal request,
and supporting documents (including
NMFS Federal Register notices of the
original proposed and final
authorizations, and the previous IHA),
as well as a list of the references cited
in this document, may be obtained
online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/
incidental-take-authorizations-under-
marine-mammal-protection-act. In case
of problems accessing these documents,
please call the contact listed below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Fleming, Office of Protected Resources,
NMEFS, (301) 427-8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The MMPA prohibits the “take” of
marine mammals, with certain
exceptions. Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and
(D) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.) direct the Secretary of Commerce
(as delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon
request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
promulgated or, if the taking is limited
to harassment, an incidental harassment
authorization is issued.
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