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state, local, or Tribal Governments, or to 
the private sector, result from this 
action. 

F. Executive Order 13132: Federalism 

This action does not have federalism 
implications. It will not have substantial 
direct effects on the states, on the 
relationship between the national 
government and the states, or on the 
distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

G. Executive Order 13175: Coordination 
With Indian Tribal Governments 

This action does not have Tribal 
implications, as specified in Executive 
Order 13175, because the SIP is not 
approved to apply on any Indian 
reservation land or in any other area 
where the EPA or an Indian Tribe has 
demonstrated that a Tribe has 
jurisdiction, and will not impose 
substantial direct costs on Tribal 
governments or preempt Tribal law. 
Thus, Executive Order 13175 does not 
apply to this action. 

H. Executive Order 13045: Protection of 
Children From Environmental Health 
Risks and Safety Risks 

The EPA interprets Executive Order 
13045 as applying only to those 
regulatory actions that concern 
environmental health or safety risks that 
the EPA has reason to believe may 
disproportionately affect children, per 
the definition of ‘‘covered regulatory 
action’’ in section 2–202 of the 
Executive Order. This action is not 
subject to Executive Order 13045 
because it does not concern an 
environmental health risk or safety risk. 

I. Executive Order 13211: Actions That 
Significantly Affect Energy Supply, 
Distribution, or Use 

This action is not subject to Executive 
Order 13211, because it is not a 
significant regulatory action under 
Executive Order 12866. 

J. National Technology Transfer and 
Advancement Act (NTTAA) 

Section 12(d) of the NTTAA directs 
the EPA to use voluntary consensus 
standards in its regulatory activities 
unless to do so would be inconsistent 
with applicable law or otherwise 
impractical. The EPA believes that this 
action is not subject to the requirements 
of section 12(d) of the NTTAA because 
application of those requirements would 
be inconsistent with the CAA. 

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52 

Environmental protection, Air 
pollution control, Ammonia, 

Incorporation by reference, 
Intergovernmental relations, Nitrogen 
oxides, Particulate matter, Reporting 
and recordkeeping requirements, Sulfur 
oxides, Volatile organic compounds. 

Dated: March 20, 2026. 
Michael Martucci, 
Acting Regional Administrator, Region IX. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06441 Filed 4–1–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6560–50–P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40 CFR Part 68 

[EPA–HQ–OLEM–2025–0313; FRL–5766.8– 
03–OLEM] 

RIN 2050–AH37 

Accidental Release Prevention 
Requirements: Risk Management 
Programs Under the Clean Air Act; 
Common Sense Approach to Chemical 
Accident Prevention; Extension of 
Comment Period 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of 
comment period. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA or Agency) is 
extending the comment period for the 
proposed rule entitled ‘‘Accidental 
Release Prevention Requirements: Risk 
Management Programs Under the Clean 
Air Act; Common Sense Approach to 
Chemical Accident Prevention.’’ EPA is 
extending the comment period until 
May 11, 2026 in response to 
stakeholders’ requests for a comment 
period extension. 
DATES: The comment period for the 
proposed rule published on February 
24, 2026 (91 FR 8970) was originally 
scheduled to close on April 10, 2026, 
but the comment period is being 
extended by 31 days, because the 30th 
day falls on a Sunday. Comments must 
be received on or before Monday, May 
11, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
identified by Docket ID No. EPA–HQ– 
OLEM–2025–0313, online at https://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
detailed online instructions provided 
under ADDRESSES in the Federal 
Register document published on 
February 24, 2026 (91 FR 8970). Do not 
submit electronically any information 
you consider to be Confidential 
Business Information (CBI) or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. Additional 
instruction on commenting and visiting 
the docket, along with more information 

about dockets generally, is available at 
https://www.epa.gov/dockets. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kristina Guarino, Office of Land and 
Emergency Management, Mail Code 
5104A, Environmental Protection 
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC 20460; telephone 
number: (202) 566–1235; email address: 
guarino.kristina@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
February 24, 2026, EPA published a 
proposed rulemaking (91 FR 8970) 
entitled ‘‘Accidental Release Prevention 
Requirements: Risk Management 
Programs under the Clean Air Act; 
Common Sense Approach to Chemical 
Accident Prevention.’’ The original 
deadline to submit comments was April 
10, 2026. EPA received requests to 
extend the comment. 

In response to stakeholders’ requests 
for a comment period extension, this 
action extends the comment period by 
31 days. Written comments must now 
be received by May 11, 2026. If you 
have questions, consult the person 
listed under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT. 

Thomas Croci, 
Acting Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Land and Emergency Management. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06444 Filed 4–1–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6560–50–P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40 CFR Part 70 

[EPA–R09–OAR–2024–0596; FRL–12507– 
03–R9] 

Clean Air Act Operating Permit 
Program Revision; California; 
Monterey Bay Air Resources District 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is proposing to approve 
revisions to the Monterey Bay Air 
Resources District’s (MBARD or 
‘‘District’’) Title V Operating Permits 
Program. These revisions remove 
emergency affirmative defense 
provisions; align the rule with current 
title V requirements by removing 
permitting requirements for greenhouse 
gases; create procedures for electronic 
public noticing of permits in addition to 
newspaper noticing; and update 
formatting to match the MBARD’s 
current rule format. This action is being 
taken in accordance with federal 
regulations and the Clean Air Act (CAA 
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1 On September 5, 2025, the Court of Appeals for 
the D.C. Circuit issued a decision in SSM Litigation 
Group v. EPA rejecting the legal bases for EPA’s July 
2023 final rule concerning ‘‘emergency’’ affirmative 
defense provisions in title V permits (88 FR 47029, 
July 21, 2023) and reversing that final rule. SSM 
Litigation Group v. EPA, et al., 150 F.4th 593 (D.C. 
Cir. 2025), reh’g denied. Because SSM Litigation 
Group does not prohibit states from removing 
affirmative defense provisions from their title V 
programs, we are proceeding with this proposal to 
remove these provisions from MBARD’s Title V 
Operating Permit Program consistent with 
MBARD’s request. For additional information, 
please see the TSD in the docket for this action. 

or ‘‘Act’’). We are taking comments on 
these proposed revisions and plan to 
follow with a final action. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before May 4, 2026. 

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
identified by Docket ID No. EPA–R09– 
OAR–2024–0596 at https://
www.regulations.gov. For comments 
submitted at Regulations.gov, follow the 
online instructions for submitting 
comments. Once submitted, comments 
cannot be edited or removed from 
Regulations.gov. The EPA may publish 
any comment received to its public 
docket. Do not submit electronically any 
information you consider to be 
Confidential Business Information (CBI) 
or other information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. Multimedia 
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be 
accompanied by a written comment. 
The written comment is considered the 
official comment and should include 
discussion of all points you wish to 
make. The EPA will generally not 
consider comments or comment 
contents located outside of the primary 
submission (i.e., on the web, cloud, or 
other file sharing system). For 
additional submission methods, please 
contact the person identified in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section. 
For the full EPA public comment policy, 
information about CBI or multimedia 
submissions, and general guidance on 
making effective comments, please visit 
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/ 
commenting-epa-dockets. If you need 
assistance in a language other than 
English or if you are a person with 
disabilities who needs a reasonable 
accommodation at no cost to you, please 
contact the person identified in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Camille Cassar, EPA Region IX, 75 
Hawthorne St., San Francisco, CA 
94105; telephone number: 415–947– 
4164, email address: cassar.camille@
epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Throughout this document, ‘‘we,’’ ‘‘us,’’ 
and ‘‘our’’ refer to the EPA. 

Table of Contents 

I. Title V Program Background 
II. Requirements for Approval of Revisions to 

Title V Programs 
III. What are the State’s proposed title V 

program revisions? 
IV. EPA Evaluation of Title V Program 

Revision 
V. Final Action 
VI. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews 

I. Title V Program Background 
The CAA Amendments of 1990 

include title V, which requires states to 
develop an operating permits program 
that meets the federal criteria codified 
in 40 CFR part 70. The title V program 
requires certain sources of air pollution 
to obtain federal operating permits from 
their respective states or air districts. 
These federal operating permits improve 
enforcement and compliance by 
consolidating all applicable federal 
requirements into one federally 
enforceable document. Before a state 
can issue permits under 40 CFR part 70 
(which are referred to as ‘‘title V 
permits’’), the EPA must approve its 
program under Appendix A of 40 CFR 
part 70. States may submit revisions to 
their approved programs for EPA 
approval. 

II. Requirements for Approval of 
Revisions to Title V Programs 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 70.4(i), either the 
EPA or the state may initiate a title V 

program revision ‘‘when relevant 
Federal or State statutes or regulations 
are modified or supplemented.’’ It is the 
responsibility of the state to keep the 
EPA apprised of any proposed 
modifications to its basic statutory or 
regulatory authority or procedures. 
Revision of a state program shall be 
accomplished as follows: 

(a) The state submits a modified 
program description, Attorney General’s 
statement (if necessary for expanded or 
additional authority), or other 
documents as the EPA determines to be 
necessary. 40 CFR 70.4(i)(2)(i). 

(b) After the EPA receives a proposed 
program revision, it will publish a 
notice of the proposed change in the 
Federal Register and provide for a 
public comment period of at least 30 
days. 40 CFR 70.4(i)(2)(ii). 

(c) The Administrator shall approve 
or disapprove program revisions based 
on the requirements of 40 CFR part 70 
and the Act. 40 CFR 70.4(i)(2)(iii). 

(d) The EPA must publish a notice of 
approval in the Federal Register for any 
substantial program revisions. 40 CFR 
70.4(i)(2)(iv). 

(e) Approval of nonsubstantial 
revisions may be given by a letter from 
the Administrator to the Governor or a 
designee. 40 CFR 70.4(i)(2)(iv). 

(f) A program revision shall become 
effective upon the approval of the 
Administrator. 40 CFR 70.4(i)(2)(iv). 

III. What are the State’s proposed title 
V program revisions? 

Table 1 lists the rule submitted as part 
of MBARD’s title V program revisions 
and the dates it was adopted by the 
District and submitted to the EPA by the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB), 
which is the governor’s designee for 
California rule submittals. 

TABLE 1—SUBMITTED RULE 

Rule No. Rule title Amended date Submitted date 

218 .................... Title V: Federal Operating Permits ............................................................................... 8/21/2024 9/4/2024 

The MBARD Title V Operating Permit 
Program is implemented through its 
‘‘Title V: Federal Operating Permits’’ 
rule, codified as MBARD Rule 218. On 
September 5, 2012, the EPA approved 
the MBARD Title V Operating Permit 
Program, which became effective 
October 5, 2012. See 77 FR 54382. On 
September 4, 2024, MBARD submitted 
the revisions to Rule 218 for approval 
into the district’s EPA-approved title V 
program. MBARD made the following 
revisions to its Rule 218: removed 
emergency affirmative defense 

provisions; removed permitting 
requirements for greenhouse gases; 
allowed for electronic noticing in 
addition to newspaper noticing; and 
updated the rule to match MBARD’s 
current rule format. A more detailed 
discussion of these revisions can be 
found in the Technical Support 
Document (TSD) for this rule. 

IV. EPA Evaluation of Title V Program 
Revision 

The revisions to Rule 218 include 
removing emergency affirmative defense 

provisions,1 removing permitting 
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requirements for greenhouse gases, 
updating public notice provisions to 
include electronic noticing, and 
updating the rule to meet current 
District rule formatting. Our TSD 
provides a detailed discussion of each of 
these revisions and how they meet EPA 
requirements. The EPA finds these 
revisions acceptable as a title V program 
revision and consistent with part 70 
provisions including 40 CFR 70.2 and 
40 CFR 70.7(h)(1). 

V. Proposed Action 
Pursuant to 40 CFR 70.4(i)(2), the EPA 

is proposing to approve the revisions to 
the MBARD Title V Operating Permit 
Program submitted on September 4, 
2024, which removes emergency 
affirmative defense provisions, allows 
for e-noticing, aligns the rule with 
current title V requirements including 
removing requirements for greenhouse 
gases, and updates the rule to match 
MBARD’s rule format. The revisions 
meet the requirements of section 502 of 
the CAA and 40 CFR 70.4 and 70.9. The 
EPA is soliciting public comments on 
the revisions discussed in this 
document. 

VI. Statutory and Executive Order 
Reviews 

A. General Requirements 
Under the CAA, the Administrator is 

required to approve title V operating 
permit program revisions that comply 
with the Act and applicable federal 
regulations. See 42 U.S.C. 7661a(d). 
Thus, in reviewing title V permit 
program submissions, the EPA’s role is 
to approve state choices, provided that 
they meet the criteria of the CAA. 
Accordingly, this action merely 
approves state law as meeting federal 
requirements and does not impose 
additional requirements beyond those 
imposed by state law. For that reason, 
this action: 

• Is not a significant regulatory action 
subject to review by the Office of 
Management and Budget under 
Executive Order 12866 (58 FR 51735, 
October 4, 1993); 

• Is not subject to Executive Order 
14192 (90 FR 9065, February 6, 2025) 
because it is not a significant regulatory 
action under Executive Order 12866; 

• Does not impose an information 
collection burden under the provisions 
of the Paperwork Reduction Act (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.); 

• Is certified as not having a 
significant economic impact on a 
substantial number of small entities 
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.); 

• Does not contain any unfunded 
mandate or significantly or uniquely 

affect small governments, as described 
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 
of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–4); 

• Does not have federalism 
implications as specified in Executive 
Order 13132 (64 FR 43255, August 10, 
1999); 

• Is not an economically significant 
regulatory action based on health or 
safety risks subject to Executive Order 
13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997); 

• Is not a significant regulatory action 
subject to Executive Order 13211 (66 FR 
28355, May 22, 2001); and 

• Is not subject to requirements of 
Section 12(d) of the National 
Technology Transfer and Advancement 
Act of 1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note) because 
application of those requirements would 
be inconsistent with the CAA. 

This rule does not have tribal 
implications as specified by Executive 
Order 13175 (65 FR 67249, November 9, 
2000), because the Title V action is not 
approved to apply in Indian country 
located in the State, and the EPA notes 
that it will not impose substantial direct 
costs on tribal governments or preempt 
tribal law. 

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 70 

Environmental protection, 
Administrative practice and procedure, 
Air pollution control, Carbon monoxide, 
Intergovernmental relations, Lead, 
Nitrogen dioxide, Ozone, Particulate 
matter, Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Sulfur oxides, Volatile 
organic compounds. 

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq. 
Dated: March 20, 2026. 

Michael Martucci, 
Acting Regional Administrator, Region IX. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06443 Filed 4–1–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6560–50–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 622 

RIN 0648–BO10 

Reef Fish Fishery of the Gulf of 
America; Amendment 62 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Announcement of availability of 
fishery management plan amendment; 
request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The Gulf Council (Council) 
has submitted Amendment 62 to the 

Fishery Management Plan for the Reef 
Fish Resources of the Gulf (FMP) 
(Amendment 62) for review, approval, 
and implementation by NMFS. If 
approved, Amendment 62 would, for 
Gulf of America (Gulf) red grouper, 
revise the catch limits and sector 
allocations. Additionally, Amendment 
62 would remove the February 1 
through March 31 shallow-water 
grouper (SWG) recreational seasonal 
closure in Gulf Federal waters seaward 
of the 20-fathom boundary. The purpose 
of Amendment 62 is to modify the catch 
limits and sector allocations of Gulf red 
grouper based on the best scientific 
information available, and to remove the 
recreational closed season for SWG 
seaward of the 20-fathom boundary. 

DATES: Written comments on 
Amendment 62 must be received on or 
before June 1, 2026. 

ADDRESSES: A plain language summary 
of Amendment 62 is available at https:// 
www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA- 
NMFS-2026-0991. You may submit 
comments on this document, identified 
by [NOAA–NMFS–2026–0991], by 
either of the following methods: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit 
comments electronically via the Federal 
e-Rulemaking Portal. Visit https://
www.regulations.gov and type [NOAA– 
NMFS–2026–0991] in the Search box. 
Click on the ‘‘Comment’’ icon, complete 
the required fields, and enter or attach 
your comments. 

• Mail: Send written comments to 
Daniel Luers, NMFS Southeast Regional 
Office, 263 13th Avenue South, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.) 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments—enter 
‘‘N/A’’ in the required fields if you wish 
to remain anonymous. 

An electronic copy of Amendment 62 
is available from https://
www.regulations.gov or from the 
Southeast Regional Office website at: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/ 
amendment-62-gulf-red-grouper- 
management-measures. Amendment 62 
includes an environmental assessment, 
a Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) 
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