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useful and likely to influence agency
decisions are: (1) Those supported by
quantitative information or studies; and
(2) those that include citations to, and
analyses of, the applicable laws and
regulations.

B. May I review comments submitted by
others?

You may view and comment on
others’ public comments at https://
www.regulations.gov unless our
allowing so would violate the Privacy
Act (5 U.S.C. 552a) or Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).

C. Who will see my comments?

If you submit a comment at https://
www.regulations.gov, your entire
comment, including any personal
identifying information, will be posted
on the website. If you submit a
hardcopy comment that includes
personal identifying information, such
as your address, phone number, or
email address, you may request at the
top of your document that we withhold
this information from public review.
However, we cannot guarantee that we
will be able to do so. Moreover, all
submissions from organizations or
businesses, and from individuals
identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, will be
made available for public disclosure in
their entirety.

II. Background

To help us carry out our conservation
responsibilities for affected species, and
in consideration of section 10(c) of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),
we invite public comments on permit
applications before final action is taken.
With some exceptions, the ESA
prohibits certain activities with listed
species unless Federal authorization is
issued that allows such activities.
Permits issued under section 10(a)(1)(A)
of the ESA allow otherwise prohibited
activities for scientific purposes or to
enhance the propagation or survival of
the affected species. Service regulations
regarding prohibited activities with
endangered species, captive-bred
wildlife registrations, and permits for
any activity otherwise prohibited by the
ESA with respect to any endangered
species are available in title 50 of the
Code of Federal Regulations in part 17.

III. Permit Application

We invite comments on the following
application.

Applicant: The Wild Animal
Sanctuary, Keenesburg, CO; Permit No.
PER29506281

The applicant requests authorization
to import 19 captive-born tigers
(Panthera tigris) from Fundacion
Ecologica Zoo, Argentina for the
purpose of enhancing the propagation or
survival of the species. This notification
is for a single import.

IV. Next Steps

After the comment period closes, we
will make decisions regarding permit
issuance. If we issue permits to the
application listed in this notice, we will
publish a notice in the Federal Register.
You may locate the notice announcing
the permit issuance by searching
https://www.regulations.gov for the
permit number listed above in this
document. For example, to find
information about the potential issuance
of Permit No. 12345A, you would go to
regulations.gov and search for
“12345A”.

V. Authority

We issue this notice under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.), and its implementing regulations.

Brenda Tapia,

Supervisory Program Analyst/Data
Administrator, Branch of Permits, Division
of Management Authority.

[FR Doc. 2026—06243 Filed 3-31-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4333-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[Docket No. FWS-HQ-MB-2026-0827;
FXFR13350700001-223-FF07CAFB00; OMB
Control Number 1018-0146]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Depredation and Control
Orders

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, we,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service), are proposing to renew an
information collection without change.
DATES: Comments will be accepted on or
before June 1, 2026. Comments
submitted electronically using the
Federal eRulemaking Portal (see
ADDRESSES, below) must be received by
11:59 p.m. eastern time on the closing
date.

To ensure your comment is received
and considered, you must submit it
using one of the methods identified in
the ADDRESSES section of this document.

Comments submitted through any
method not authorized in this
document, or sent to an address not
listed here, will not be considered.
ADDRESSES:

Comment submission: All
submissions must include the docket
number [FWS-HQ-MB-2026—-0827] of
this document. You must submit
comments using one of the following
methods:

e Electronic submission: Federal
eRulemaking Portal at: https://
www.regulations.gov. In the Search box,
enter FWS-HQ-MB-2026-0827, which
is the docket number for this action.
Then click the Search button. On the
resulting page, you may submit a
comment by clicking on “Comment.”
Please ensure that you have found the
correct document before submitting
your comments.

e U.S. mail: Service Information
Collection Clearance Officer, Attn:
Docket No. FWS-HQ-MB-2026-0827,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, MS: PRB
(JAO/3W), 5275 Leesburg Pike, Falls
Church, VA 22041-3803.

Comments submitted through any
method not authorized in this
document, or sent to an address not
listed here, will not be considered. We
will not accept comments via email, fax,
or hand delivery. We are not required to
consider comments that are submitted
after the comment period ends or that
are submitted via a method outside of
these instructions. Comments
containing profanity, vulgarity, threats,
or other inappropriate content will not
be considered. We will post all
comments at https://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Madonna L. Baucum, Service
Information Collection Clearance
Officer, by email at Info_Coll@fws.gov,
or by telephone at (703) 358—-2503.
Individuals in the United States who are
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY,
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States. You may
also view the information collection
request at https://www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA; 44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq.) and its implementing regulations
at 5 CFR part 1320, all information
collections require approval under the
PRA. We may not conduct or sponsor,
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https://www.regulations.gov
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https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:Info_Coll@fws.gov
http://WWW.REGULATIONS.GOV

Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 62/Wednesday, April 1, 2026/ Notices

16213

and you are not required to respond to,
a collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

As part of our continuing effort to
reduce paperwork and respondent
burdens, we are again inviting the
public and other Federal agencies to
comment on new, proposed, revised,
and continuing collections of
information. This helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
reporting burden. It also helps the
public understand our information
collection requirements and provide the
requested data in the desired format.

We are especially interested in public
comments addressing the following:

(1) Whether or not the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether or not the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the
burden for this collection of
information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) How might the agency minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of response.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. Before including your
address, phone number, email address,
or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your personal
identifying information—may be
publicly available at any time. While
you can ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Abstract: The Migratory Bird Treaty
Act (MBTA; 16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.)
implements four treaties concerning
migratory birds signed by the United
States with Canada, Mexico, Japan, and
Russia. These treaties require that we
conserve most U.S. species of birds, and
prohibit activities involving migratory
birds, except as authorized by
regulation. Under the MBTA, it is
unlawful to take, possess, import,
export, transport, sell, purchase,
barter—or offer for sale, purchase, or
barter—migratory birds or their parts,

nests, or eggs, except as authorized by
regulation. This information collection
is associated with our regulations that
implement the MBTA. We collect
information concerning depredation
actions to determine the number of
birds of each species taken each year
and whether the control actions are
likely to affect the populations of those
species.

We are not revising any information
collections with this submission.
However, on January 7, 2022, we issued
a final rule (87 FR 876) to renumber,
rename, and rearrange certain subparts
and sections in our regulations at 50
CFR parts 21 and 22. We updated the
citations for the information collections
contained in 50 CFR part 21, subpart D,
in this submission, to include those in
FWS Form 3-2436, Annual Report.

Form 3-2436, ‘“Depredation and
Control Orders—Annual Reporting”

Regulations at 50 CFR part 21
establish depredation and control orders
and impose reporting and recordkeeping
requirements. All persons or entities
acting under these orders must provide
an annual report by the date listed in
the corresponding regulation. The
capture and disposition of all nontarget
migratory birds, including endangered,
threatened, or candidate species, must
be reported on Form 3-2436. In addition
to the name, address, phone number,
and email address of each person or
entity operating under the order, we
collect the following information for
each target and nontarget species taken:

e Species taken,

e Number of birds taken,

¢ Method of take,

¢ Months and years in which the
birds were taken,

o State(s) and county(ies) in which
the birds were taken,

e General purpose for which the birds
were taken (such as for protection of
agriculture, human health and safety,
property, or natural resources), and

¢ Disposition of nontarget species
(released, sent to rehabilitation
facilities, etc.).

We use the information to:

e Identify the person or entity acting
under depredation orders;

o Assess the impact to nontarget
migratory birds or other species;

o Ensure that agencies and
individuals operate in accordance with
the terms, conditions, and purpose of
the orders;

¢ Inform us as to whether there are
areas in which control activities are
concentrated and might be conducted
more efficiently; and

e Help gauge the effectiveness of the
following orders in mitigating order-
specific related damages:

§ 21.150—Depredation order for
blackbirds, cowbirds, crows, grackles,
and magpies;

§ 21.153—Depredation order for
horned larks, house finches, and white-
crowned sparrows in California;

§ 21.156—Depredation order for
depredating California scrub jays and
Steller’s jays in Washington and Oregon;

§ 21.159—Control order for resident
Canada geese at airports and military
airfields;

§ 21.162—Depredation order for
resident Canada geese nests and eggs;

§ 21.165—Depredation order for
resident Canada geese at agricultural
facilities;

§ 21.168—Public health control order
for resident Canada geese;

§21.171—Control order for purple
swamphens;

§ 21.174—Control order for Muscovy
ducks in the United States;

§ 21.177—Control order for invasive
migratory birds in Hawaii;

§21.180—Conservation order for light
geese; and

§ 21.183—Population control of
resident Canada geese.

Recordkeeping Requirements (50 CFR
13.46)

Persons and entities operating under
these orders must keep accurate records
to complete Form 3-2436. The records
of any taking must be legibly written or
reproducible in English and maintained
for five years after the persons or
entities have ceased the activity
authorized by this order. Persons or
entities who reside or are located in the
United States and persons or entities
conducting commercial activities in the
United States who reside or are located
outside the United States must maintain
records at a location in the United States
where the records are available for
inspection.

Endangered, Threatened, and
Candidate Species Take Report (50 CFR
Part 21)

If activities conducted under a
depredation or control order take a bird
of a nontarget species that is federally
listed as endangered or threatened, or
that is a candidate for listing, under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.), the bird must be delivered
to a rehabilitator and must be reported
by phone or email to the nearest Service
Field Office or Special Agent. Capture
and disposition of all nontarget
migratory birds must also be reported on
the annual report.

Required Notifications (50 CFR Part 21)

e §21.150—Report take of nontarget
federally protected migratory birds to
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the nearest Service Field Office or
Special Agent.

e §21.159—Airports and military
airfields or their agents must obtain
authorization from landowners for all
management activities conducted
outside the airport or military airfield’s
boundaries.

e §21.159—Airports and military
airfields or their agents operating under
this order must immediately report the
take of any species protected under the
ESA to the Service.

e §21.159—To protect certain species
from being adversely affected by
management actions, airports and
military airfields or their agents must
contact the Service if control activities
are proposed in or around occupied
habitats to discuss the proposed activity
and ensure that implementation will not
adversely affect protected species or
their habitat.

e §21.159—Information on birds
carrying metal leg bands must be
submitted to the Bird Banding
Laboratory by means of a toll-free
telephone number at 1-800-327-BAND
(or 2263) (U.S. Geological Survey OMB
Control Number 1028-0082).

e §21.162—Homeowners’
associations and local governments or
their agents must obtain landowner
consent prior to destroying nests and
eggs on private property within the
homeowners’ association or local
government’s jurisdiction and comply
with all State and local laws and
regulations.

e §21.162—Registrants operating
under this order must immediately
report the take of any species protected
under the ESA to the Service.

e §21.162—To protect certain species
from being adversely affected by
management actions, registrants must
contact the Service if control activities
are proposed in or around occupied
habitats to discuss the proposed activity
and ensure that implementation will not
adversely affect protected species or
their habitat.

e §21.165—Authorized individuals
operating under this section must
immediately report the take of any
species protected under the ESA to the
Service.

e §21.165—Information on birds
carrying metal leg bands must be
submitted to the Bird Banding
Laboratory by means of a toll-free
telephone number at 1-800-327-BAND
(or 2263) (U.S. Geological Survey OMB
Control Number 1028-0082).

e §21.168—Information on birds
carrying metal leg bands must be
submitted to the Bird Banding
Laboratory by means of a toll-free
telephone number at 1-800-327-BAND

(or 2263) (U.S. Geological Survey OMB
Control Number 1028-0082).

e §21.168—States and Tribes
operating under this order must
immediately report the take of any
species protected under the ESA to the
Service.

e §21.168—To protect certain species
from being adversely affected by
management actions, States and Tribes
must contact the Service if control
activities are proposed in or around
occupied habitats to discuss the
proposed activity and ensure that
implementation will not adversely affect
protected species or their habitat.

e §21.171—Authorized individuals
operating under this order must
immediately report the take of any other
species protected under the ESA, the
MBTA, or the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act to the nearest Ecological
Services office.

e §21.174—Authorized individuals
operating under this order must
immediately report the take of any
species protected under the ESA, or any
other bird species protected under the
MBTA, to the Service Ecological
Services office for the State or location
in which the take occurred.

e §21.177—Authorized personnel
must obtain authorization from
landowners prior to conducting
management activities authorized by
this order.

e §21.177—Authorized individuals
operating under this order must
immediately report the take of any
nontarget species protected under the
ESA or MBTA within 72 hours of take
to the Pacific Region Migratory Bird
Permit office in Portland, Oregon.

e §21.183—Authorized individuals
operating under this section must
immediately report the take of any
species protected under the ESA to the
Service.

Access to Depredation and Control
Efforts (50 CFR 21.150, 21.156, 21.168,
21.180, 21.183)

Persons acting under the authority of
these orders must permit at all
reasonable times, including during
actual operations, any Federal or State
game or deputy game agent, warden,
protector, or other game law
enforcement officer free and
unrestricted access over the premises on
which such operations have been or are
being conducted and must promptly
furnish whatever information an officer
requires concerning the operation.

Canada Geese Nest and Egg
Depredation Order (50 CFR 21.162)

In addition to the requirements listed
above, landowners operating under this
order must:

e Register with the Service using our
web-based registration system (https://
epermits.fws.gov/eRCGR)
(§21.162(d)(1)). Registration includes
name of landowner, names of
designated agents, location of
management activities, and contact
information. The registration is valid for
1 year; the registrant must renew the
registration each year he or she wishes
to take nests and eggs. To renew the
registration, the registrant must review
the information and certify that it is
correct. If any information entered
during initial registration has changed,
the registrant needs to enter only the
revised information. We use this
information for enforcement purposes
and to contact registrants when there are
questions regarding their report
information. We uploaded screen shots
of the registration website and a copy of
the user guide as supplementary
documents available at https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.

e Complete an annual report
summarizing the date (month),
numbers, and locations of nests and
eggs taken by October 31
(§21.162(d)(6)). We use this information
to monitor the effectiveness of the
program and the cumulative effect of the
take of nests and eggs on various
subpopulations of resident Canada
goose populations in different areas of
the country. We distribute reports of the
numbers of nests and eggs taken, by
State and county, annually to the States,
Flyway Councils, and Service biologists
for their use in determining allowable
take by other methods, including
hunting seasons. We now also include
this information on the registration
website.

Agricultural Depredation Order (50
CFR 21.165)

In addition to the requirements listed
above:

¢ Recordkeeping Requirement
(Private Sector Only)—Authorized
agricultural producers must:

—Keep and maintain a log that indicates
the date and number of birds killed
and the date and number of nests and
eggs taken under this authorization;

—Maintain the log for a period of three
years (and records for three previous
years of takings at all times
thereafter); and

—Make the log and any related records
available to Federal, State, or Tribal
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wildlife enforcement officers
(§21.165(d)(8)).

e Reporting Requirement (States and
Tribes Only)—States and Tribes must
submit by December 31 an annual report
summarizing activities, including the
numbers of birds, nests, and eggs taken
and county where taken
(§21.165(d)(10)). We use this
information to monitor the resident
Canada goose populations in different
areas of the country.

Conservation Order for Light Geese (50
CFR 21.180)

These regulations require States and
Tribes to keep annual records of
activities carried out under the authority
of the conservation order and submit an
annual report summarizing activities
conducted under the conservation order
on or before September 15 of each year.
Specifically, information must be
collected on:

e The number of persons
participating in the conservation order;

e The number of days people
participated in the conservation order;

e The number of light geese shot and
retrieved under the conservation order;
and

e The number of light geese shot but
not retrieved.

Population Control of Resident Canada
Geese (50 CFR 21.183)

In addition to the requirements listed
above, States and Tribes:
¢ May request approval for the

must include a discussion of the State’s

or Tribe’s efforts to address its injurious

situations or a discussion of the reasons
why the methods authorized by these
regulations are not feasible for dealing
with, or applicable to, the injurious
situations that require further action.

Requests must provide detailed

information of the injuries that

continue, why the authorized methods
have not worked, and why methods not
utilized could not resolve the injuries

(§21.183(d)). This information is

necessary for us to assess whether or not

the program should be authorized.

¢ Must keep annual records of
activities carried out under the authority
of the program. Specifically,
information must be collection on:
—The number of individuals

participating in the program;

—The number of days each individual
participated in the program;

—The total number of resident Canada
geese shot and retrieved during the
program; and

—The number of resident Canada geese
shot but not retrieved (§ 21.183(d)(7)).
We use this information, in
conjunction with take under other
methods and hunting seasons, to
determine cumulative impacts on the
various goose populations.

e Must submit by June 1 an annual
report summarizing activities conducted
under the program and an assessment of
the continuation of injuries
(§21.183(d)(7)(iv)). We use this
information to determine if we should

e Must provide by August 1 an
annual estimate of the breeding
population and distribution of resident
Canada geese in their State (§ 21.183(g)).
We use this information to monitor the
impacts of this program, as well as other
authorized activities, on the population
and to determine if we should continue
to authorize program activities.

The public may request copies of
Form 3-2346 contained in this
information collection by sending a
request to the Service Information
Collection Clearance Officer in
ADDRESSES, above.

Title of Collection: Depredation and
Control Orders Under 50 CFR part 21,
subpart D.

OMB Control Number: 1018-0146.

Form Number: Form 3-2436.

Type of Review: Renewal without
change of a currently approved
collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: State
and Federal wildlife damage
management personnel, farmers, and
individuals.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain a benefit.

Frequency of Collection: On occasion
for take reports and annually for annual
reports.

Total Estimated Annual Nonhour
Burden Cost: $78,000 (each
participating State/Tribe will incur for
overhead costs (materials, printing,
postage, etc.) associated with mailing
surveys to conservation order

population control program. Requests continue to authorize program activities. participants).
Annual Number of Total Avg. time Total annual
Respondent Activity number of submissions annual per response burden
respondents each responses (hours) hours ™
Annual Report—Depredation Order (Form 3-2436)

Individuals ..........cccoeeieiene Reporting .....cccooevviiiieinene 8 1 8 3 24
Recordkeeping .... 1 8

Private Sector .......cccccocene Reporting ............. 8 1 8 3 24
Recordkeeping .... 1 8

Government .........cccoeeveeenne Reporting ............. 11 1 11 3 33
Recordkeeping .......cccceeeee 1 11

ePermits Annual Report—Depredation Order (Form 3—-2436)

Individuals ...........cccoeeinee Reporting ......ccccooviiiiiiene 8 1 8 2.5 20
Recordkeeping ... 1 8

Private Sector ..................... Reporting ............. 8 1 8 2.5 20
Recordkeeping ... 1 8

Government ..........ccccceveee Reporting ............. 11 1 11 2.5 28
Recordkeeping ........ccccceeee. 1 11

Report Take—Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species (§21.150, §21.159-21.177, and §21.183)

Individuals .........ccoecieeinnenn. Reporting ......cccooevviiiiennenne 1 1 1 .75 1
Recordkeeping ... .25 0

Private Sector .........cccceeueee Reporting ............. 3 1 3 .75 2
Recordkeeping ... .25 1

Government .........coceeeeenennn Reporting ............. 3 1 3 .75 2
Recordkeeping .......ccc.cccuce. .25 1
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Annual Number of Total Avg. time Total annual
Respondent Activity number of submissions annual per response burden
respondents each responses (hours) hours *

Conservation Order for Control of Light Geese (§21.180)
Government .........ccccceeeeennnn. Reporting .....ccccoeevviriiennene 39 1 39 106 4,134
Recordkeeping ........ccccceeee. 8 312

Conservation Order Participants—Provide Information to States (§21.180)
Individuals .........ccoccveeinenne Reporting ......cccooevviriiennenne 21,538 1 21,538 .13333 2,872
Annual Report—Airport Control Order §21.159
Private Sector .........cccceeueee Reporting .....ccccooevviiiiieinenne 25 1 25 1 25
Recordkeeping . 5 13
Government .........ccceveneenne Reporting .......... 25 1 25 1 25
Recordkeeping ........ccccceeee. 5 13
Initial Registration—Nest & Egg Depredation Order (§21.162)
Individuals ......... Reporting ......ccooeveviveeiiinenn. 126 1 126 5 63
Private Sector ... Reporting ......cccccoiiiiiiene 674 1 674 .5 337
Government .........cocceeveeenne Reporting ......ccoceveeiieeiiieen. 200 1 200 5 100
Renew Registration—Nest & Egg Depredation Order (§21.162)

Individuals .........ccoccveeinenne Reporting ......ccoceeeeiveeinieenn. 374 1 374 0.25 94
Private Sector ... Reporting ... 2,026 1 2,026 0.25 507
Government .........coceeeneenne Reporting ......cccooevviiiiinnnenne 600 1 600 0.25 150

Annual Report—Nest & Egg Depredation Order (§21.162)
Individuals ..........cccoeeieiins Reporting ......cccooevviiiiiennenne 500 1 500 A7 85
Recordkeeping ........ccceceeee. .08 40
Private Sector ..................... Reporting ......ccocvviieiiniinenn. 2,700 1 2,700 A7 459
Recordkeeping . .08 216
Government ........cccceeeeeneenne Reporting ............. 800 1 800 A7 136
Recordkeeping ........ccceceeee. .08 64

Recordkeeping—Agricultural Depredation Order (§21.165)
Private Sector .......cccccocene Recordkeeping ........ccccceeee. 600 1 600 0.5 300

Annual Report—Agricultural Depredation Order (§21.165)
Government .......cccoceeereenne. Reporting ......cccceeeeiveeininenn. 20 1 20 7 140
Recordkeeping .......ccc.cceuee. 1 20

Annual Report—Public Health Order (§21.168)
Government ........cccceeeveeenne Reporting ......ccocevveveviiinenn. 20 1 20 .75 15
Recordkeeping ........cccccueee. .25 5
Annual Report and Recordkeeping—Population Control Approval Request (§21.183)
Government ..........cceceeene Reporting .......cccceviiiiiine 3 1 3 12 36
Recordkeeping ........ccccceeee. 12 36
Population Control Approval Request—Population and Distribution Estimates (§21.183)

Government .......ccccceeeveenne Reporting ......cccceeeeiveeininenn. 3 1 3 160 480
TOAlS v | e 30,334 | oo 30,334 | .o 10,887

*Rounded to match ROCIS
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The authority for this action is the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

Madonna Baucum,

Information Collection Clearance Officer, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 2026-06273 Filed 3—31-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4333-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[A2407-014-004-065516, #02509-014-004—
125222; LLWY920000. L57000000.F10000.
17XL5017AR]

Proposed Reinstatement of Terminated
Oil and Gas Lease WYW183782,
Carbon County, WY

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of proposed
reinstatement.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) received a petition
from Kirkwood Oil and Gas, LLC &
Kirkwood Resources, LLC for
reinstatement of terminated competitive
oil and gas lease WYW183782 in Carbon
County, Wyoming. The lessees filed the
petition for reinstatement on time and
have met all filing requirements. No
leases were issued that affect these
lands. The BLM proposes to reinstate
this lease.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sandra Blackburn, Branch Chief, Fluid
Minerals Adjudication, Bureau of Land
Management Wyoming State Office,
5353 Yellowstone Rd., Cheyenne,
Wyoming 82009; phone: 307—-775-6176;
email: s75black@blm.gov.

Individuals in the United States who
are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or
have a speech disability may dial 711
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
lessees agree to new lease terms for
rentals and royalties at rates of $20 per
acre or fraction thereof and 20 percent,
respectively. The lessees have paid the
required administrative fee and have
reimbursed the BLM for the cost of
publishing this notice.

The lessees met the requirements for
reinstatement of the lease as provided in
sections 31(d) and (e) of the Mineral

Leasing Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 188). The
BLM is proposing to reinstate the lease
effective January 1, 2025, in accordance
with 43 CFR 3108.23(d) subject to:

¢ Original terms and conditions of the
lease;

o Increased rental of $20 per acre;

¢ Increased royalty of 20 percent; and

e A 2-year lease extension.
(Authority: 30 U.S.C. 188 (e)(4) and 43 CFR
3108.23)

Sandra M. Blackburn,

Branch Chief, Fluid Minerals Adjudication.
[FR Doc. 2026—06307 Filed 3—31-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4331-26-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[A2407-014-004-065516, #02509—-014-004—
125222; LLMT: PO#4820002691]

Intent To Prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement for the Proposed
Bridger Pipeline Expansion Project,
Montana

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended (NEPA), and the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended (MLA), the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) intends to prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) to consider the effects of
constructing and operating a 36-inch
buried crude oil pipeline and by this
notice is announcing the beginning of
the scoping process to solicit public
comments and identify issues.

DATES: This notice initiates the public-
scoping process for the EIS. The BLM
requests that the public submit
comments concerning the scope of the
analysis, potential alternatives, and
identification of relevant information
and studies by May 1, 2026. To afford
the BLM the opportunity to consider
comments in the Draft EIS, please
ensure your comments are received
prior to the close of the 30-day scoping
period or 15 days after the last public
meeting, whichever is later.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
related to the Bridger Pipeline
Expansion project by any of the
following methods:

o Website: https://eplanning.blm.gov.

Search NEPA number: DOI-BLM—
MT-C020-2026—-0054-EIS.

e Mail: BLM Miles City Field Office,
Bridger Pipeline Expansion Project
Comments, 111 Garryowen Rd., Miles
City, Montana 59301.

Documents pertinent to this proposal
may be examined online at the project
website noted above and at the BLM
Miles City Field Office.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Phillip Blundell, Planning and
Environmental Coordinator, telephone
406-896—5119; address 111 Garryowen
Rd., Miles City, Montana 59301; email
pblundell@blm.gov. Contact Mr.
Blundell to have your name added to
our mailing list. Individuals in the
United States who are deaf, deafblind,
hard of hearing, or have a speech
disability may dial 711 (TTY, TDD, or
TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services for
contacting Mr. Blundell. Individuals
outside the United States should use the
relay services offered within their
country to make international calls to
the point-of-contact in the United
States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
January 30, 2026, the BLM—Miles City
Field Office received an SF-299
application and Plan of Development
from Bridger Pipeline LLC (Bridger) for
the Bridger Pipeline Expansion project
(Project).

The Project would extend from the
United States/Canada border in Phillips
County, Montana to an existing crude
oil terminal facility near Guernsey in
Platte County, Wyoming. The pipeline
proposes to traverse private and State
lands and Federal lands managed by the
BLM, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), and
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The
Project will seek a Presidential Permit to
authorize construction and operation of
facilities crossing the U.S./Canada
border. The Project would also require
the use of temporary and permanent
access roads, main line valves, pump
stations, and temporary workspaces.

Under the MLA authority, the BLM
will serve as the lead for the Federal
agencies and the environmental analysis
will be undertaken by the BLM and the
Montana Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) who will be working as
Joint Leads. DEQ requires completion of
an EIS under the Montana
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) as
part of their Major Facilities Siting Act
process. The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and USFS will be acting as
cooperating agencies on the Project.
Additional Federal, State, and local
government entities may join the Project
as cooperating agencies, co-leads, or in
some other official capacity in the
future.

Bridger is seeking a 30-year renewable
right-of-way (ROW) grant for a 36-inch
oil pipeline and associated


https://eplanning.blm.gov
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