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1 The U.S. Coast Guard and MARAD have 
authority under 46 U.S.C. 12121(b) through the 
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security 
and the Secretary of the Department of 
Transportation, respectively. 

without change to the docket at 
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided. For 
detailed instructions on submitting 
comments, or to submit comments that 
are confidential in nature, see the 
section entitled Public Participation. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Patricia Hagerty, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Maritime 
Administration, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, Mail Stop 2, MAR–620, 
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone: 
(202) 366–5400. Email: smallvessels@
dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to 46 U.S.C. 12121(b), the U.S. Coast 
Guard may issue a certificate of 
documentation with a coastwise trade 
endorsement for eligible, small 
passenger vessels authorized to carry no 
more than 12 passengers for hire if 
MARAD, after notice and an 
opportunity for public comment, 
determines the use of the small 
passenger vessel in the coastwise trade 
will not adversely affect United States 
vessel builders or the coastwise trade 
business of any person that employs 
vessels built in the United States in that 
business.1 

MARAD has received an eligibility 
determination request. Further details 
about the requester’s vessel and its 
proposed operations may be found in 
the determination request posted in the 
DOT Docket Number listed in the 
ADDRESSES section above at https://
www.regulations.gov. Interested parties 
may comment on the undue adverse 
effect this action may have on U.S. 
vessel builders or coastwise trade 
businesses in the U.S. that employ U.S.- 
built vessels in those businesses. 
Comments should refer to the vessel 
name, state the commenter’s interest in 
the request, and demonstrate, with 
supporting documentation, the undue 
adverse effect on U.S. vessel builders 
and coastwise trade businesses. 

Public Participation 

How do I submit comments? 
Please submit comments, including 

the attachments, following the 
instructions provided under the above 
heading entitled ADDRESSES. It may take 
a few hours or even days for comments 
to be reflected on the docket. Comments 
must be written in English. Provide 
concise comments and attach additional 
documents as necessary. There is no 
limit on the length of the attachments. 

Where do I go to read public comments, 
and find supporting information? 

The docket online is located at 
https://www.regulations.gov, keyword 
search the DOT Docket Number list in 
the ADDRESSES section above or visit the 
Docket Management Facility (see 
ADDRESSES for hours of operation). 
Please periodically check the Docket for 
new submissions and supporting 
material. 

Will my comments be made available to 
the public? 

Yes. Your entire comment, including 
your personal identifying information, 
will be made publicly available. 

May I submit comments confidentially? 

You may request that MARAD treat 
your comments as commercially 
confidential by submitting them to 
SmallVessels@dot.gov. Include in the 
email subject heading ‘‘Contains 
Confidential Commercial Information’’ 
or ‘‘Contains CCI’’ and state in your 
submission, with specificity, the basis 
for any such confidential treatment 
highlighting the CCI portions. If 
possible, please provide a summary of 
your submission that can be made 
available to the public. 

If MARAD receives a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request for the 
information, procedures described in 
the Department’s FOIA regulation at 49 
CFR 7.29 will be followed. Only 
information that is ultimately 
determined to be confidential under 
those procedures will be exempt from 
disclosure under FOIA. 

Privacy Act 

Anyone can search the electronic 
form of all comments received into any 
of our dockets by the name of the 
individual submitting the comment (or 
signing the comment, if submitted on 
behalf of an association, business, labor 
union, etc.). For information on DOT’s 
compliance with the Privacy Act, please 
visit https://www.transportation.gov/ 
privacy. 

(Authority: 46 U.S.C. 12121, 49 CFR 1.93(a)) 

By Order of the Maritime Administrator. 

T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr., 
Secretary, Maritime Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06082 Filed 3–27–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–81–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Maritime Administration 

[Docket No. MARAD–2026–0463] 

Request for Comments on the Renewal 
of a Previously Approved Information 
Collection: Eligibility of US-Flag 
Vessels of 100 Feet or Greater in 
Registered Length To Obtain a Fishery 
Endorsement 

AGENCY: Maritime Administration 
(MARAD), U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: MARAD invites public 
comments on its intention to request 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) approval to renew an 
information collection in accordance 
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995. The proposed collection OMB 
2133–0530 (Eligibility of US-flag Vessels 
of 100 Feet or Greater in Registered 
Length to Obtain a Fishery 
Endorsement), is necessary for MARAD 
to determine if a particular vessel is 
owned and controlled by United States 
citizens and is eligible to receive a 
fishery endorsement to its 
documentation. MARAD is required to 
publish this notice in the Federal 
Register to obtain comments from the 
public and affected agencies. 
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before May 29, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
identified by Docket No. MARAD– 
2026–0463 through one of the following 
methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
www.regulations.gov. Search using the 
above DOT docket number and follow 
the online instructions for submitting 
comments. 

• Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket 
Management Facility, U.S. Department 
of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, West Building, Room W12– 
140, Washington, DC 20590, between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except on Federal holidays. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the agency name and docket 
number for this rulemaking. 

Note: All comments received will be 
posted without change to 
www.regulations.gov including any personal 
information provided. 

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is reasonable for the Department’s 
performance; (b) the accuracy of the 
estimated burden; (c) ways for the 
Department to enhance the quality, 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 21:23 Mar 27, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00101 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\30MRN1.SGM 30MRN1eh
ill

 o
n 

D
S

K
6V

X
H

R
33

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

https://www.transportation.gov/privacy
https://www.transportation.gov/privacy
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:smallvessels@dot.gov
mailto:smallvessels@dot.gov
mailto:SmallVessels@dot.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov


15690 Federal Register / Vol. 91, No. 60 / Monday, March 30, 2026 / Notices 

1 The Petition and supporting paper, ‘‘Self-driving 
cars and SUA accidents: a very clear understanding 
of the factors that increase the likelihood of serious 
accidents in technologically advanced cars,’’ are 
designated ODI ID 11515119 and can be found at 
https://static.nhtsa.gov/complaints/11515119/ 
11515119-0003.pdf. 

utility, and clarity of the information 
collection; and (d) ways that the burden 
could be lessened without reducing the 
quality of the collected information. The 
agency will summarize or include your 
comments in the request for OMB’s 
clearance of this information collection. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael C. Pucci, 202–366–5167, 
Division of Maritime Programs, 
Maritime Administration, 1200 New 
Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC 
20590, Email: michael.pucci@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: Requirements for Eligibility of 
U.S.-Flag Vessels of 100 Feet or Greater 
in Registered Length to Obtain a Fishery 
Endorsement. 

OMB Control Number: 2133–0530. 
Type of Request: Extension without 

change of a currently approved 
collection. 

Abstract: The parties subject to this 
information collection include vessel 
owners, charterers, preferred 
mortgagees, mortgage trustees, vessel 
managers, and parties involved in long- 
term contracts for the sale of all or a 
significant portion of a vessel’s catch. 
The information collected will be used 
by MARAD to determine if a vessel is 
owned and controlled by U.S. citizens, 
in accordance with the requirements of 
the American Fisheries Act (AFA), and 
is eligible to be documented with a 
fishery endorsement to its 
documentation. The information 
collected in the Affidavit of United 
States Citizenship and other supporting 
documentation may also be used by 
MARAD to determine whether the 
vessel owner, charterer, processor, or 
other entity has violated harvesting and 
processing caps imposed under Section 
210(e)(1) and (2) of the AFA. In 
addition, the information may be used 
to determine whether there is a conflict 
with an international treaty or 
agreement, that would result in an 
exemption from the requirements of the 
rule for a particular vessel owner or 
mortgagee. 

Respondents: Certain vessel owners, 
vessel operators, mortgagees, and 
financial institutions. 

Affected Public: Vessel owners, 
charterers, mortgagees, mortgage 
trustees and managers of vessels of 100 
feet or greater, who seek a fishery 
endorsement for the vessel. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
500. 

Estimated Number of Responses: 500. 
Estimated Hours per Response: 5–6. 
Annual Estimated Total Annual 

Burden Hours: 2,950. 
Frequency of Response: Annually. 

(Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended; and 
49 CFR 1.49.) 

By Order of the Maritime Administrator. 
T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr., 
Secretary, Maritime Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2026–06110 Filed 3–27–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–81–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA–2026–0562] 

Denial of Motor Vehicle Defect Petition 

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Department of Transportation. 
ACTION: Defect petition DP23001 has 
been denied. 

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the 
reasons for the denial of a defect 
petition submitted by Costas Lakafossis 
(‘‘Petitioner’’) to NHTSA’s Office of 
Defects Investigation (ODI) requesting 
that the Agency recall all Tesla vehicle 
models produced from 2013 to the 
present due to what the Petitioner 
considers to be the increased likelihood 
of pedal misapplication. According to 
Petitioner, the differences in the 
operator controls between the subject 
Tesla vehicles and internal combustion 
engine (ICE) powered vehicles promote 
driver pedal misapplication, leading to 
sudden unintended acceleration (SUA) 
incidents. Having reviewed the 
information submitted by Petitioner and 
Tesla, as well as data within its own 
files, NHTSA has denied the petition 
because the conditions described 
therein do not indicate the presence of 
a safety defect in the subject vehicles. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Matthew Martens, Vehicle Defects 
Division—D, Office of Defects 
Investigation, NHTSA, 1200 New Jersey 
Ave. SE, Washington, DC 20590. Email: 
matthew.martens@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

1.0 Introduction 

Interested persons may petition 
NHTSA requesting that the Agency 
initiate an investigation to determine 
whether a motor vehicle or an item of 
replacement equipment does not 
comply with an applicable motor 
vehicle safety standard or contains a 
defect that relates to motor vehicle 
safety. 49 U.S.C. 30162(a)(2); 49 CFR 
part 552. Upon receipt of a properly- 
filed petition, the Agency conducts a 
technical review of the petition. 49 

U.S.C. 30162(a)(2); 49 CFR 552.6. The 
technical review may consist solely of a 
review of information already in the 
possession of the Agency or it may 
include the collection of information 
from the motor vehicle manufacturer 
and other sources. After conducting the 
technical review and considering 
appropriate factors, which may include, 
but are not limited to, the nature of the 
complaint, allocation of Agency 
resources, Agency priorities, the 
likelihood of uncovering sufficient 
evidence to establish the existence of a 
defect and the likelihood of success in 
any necessary enforcement litigation, 
the Agency will grant or deny the 
petition. See 49 U.S.C. 30162(a)(2); 49 
CFR 552.8. 

2.0 Background Information 
The Petition, dated March 21, 2023, 

requests the recall of all Tesla vehicles 
produced from 2013 to the present 
because of a ‘‘missing’’ interlock that 
requires a brake pedal application by 
the driver in order to shift from Drive 
to Reverse. Attached to the Petition is a 
technical paper authored by Petitioner.1 

NHTSA’s technical review included 
assessments of the Petition and 
supporting technical paper, Tesla’s 
response to ODI’s Information Request 
(IR), and additional data available to 
NHTSA. 

3.0 DP23001 Petition 
The Petition requests a safety recall of 

all Tesla vehicle models produced from 
2013 to the present, ‘‘due to a missing 
critical interlock feature and specific 
Autopilot features that contribute to 
increased likelihood of driver errors in 
the form of Pedal Misapplication.’’ 
According to Petitioner, drivers 
habituated to driving ICE vehicles adapt 
to ‘‘one-pedal’’ driving afforded by the 
subject vehicles’ regenerative braking 
but may mistakenly apply the 
accelerator pedal in emergency 
situations when they intend to apply the 
brakes, leading to increased unintended 
acceleration incident rates. The Petition 
further proposes a remedy: the 
‘‘add[ition of] a software interlock to 
[relevant vehicles’] control system, 
requiring the driver to press the brake 
pedal before allowing the car to fully 
stop and reverse gear to engage.’’ 

In support of his petition, Petitioner 
describes a collision in Greece that he 
investigated in which the driver 
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