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Dated: March 19, 2026.
David R. Blankinship,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—05619 Filed 3—20-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[Docket No.: 260313—-0081]
RIN 0648—-BN96

Deep Seabed Mining: Notice of Receipt
of Applications for Deep Seabed
Mining Exploration Licenses and
Announcement of Public Comment
Period and Virtual Public Hearings

AGENCY: Office for Coastal Management,
National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), Department of Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of receipt of applications
for deep seabed mining exploration
licenses; request for comments; notice of
virtual public hearing.

SUMMARY: NOAA has received two
applications for licenses to conduct
seabed mining exploration activities
that are fully compliant with the
applicable information requirements of
the Deep Seabed Hard Mineral
Resources Act (DSHMRA or the Act)
and the Act’s implementing regulations.
As part of the application review
process, NOAA will hold one virtual
public hearing on American Metal
Resources, LLC’s (AMR) application and
one virtual public hearing on SeaX,
Inc.’s (SeaX) application, and will
accept written comments on the
applications submitted electronically
via the instructions below.

DATES: Comments on the applications
must be received by May 22, 2026. The
virtual public hearing for AMR’s
application is scheduled for April 21,
2026, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern
Time. For SeaX’s application, the virtual
public hearing is scheduled for April 22,
2026, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern
Time. Instructions for attending the
virtual public hearings are provided
below.

ADDRESSES: The AMR application is
electronically available at https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-
NOS-2026-0034; The SeaX application
is electronically available at https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-
NOS-2026-0035. You may send
comments, identified by docket number,
by either of the following means:

Written Comments

e For the AMR application, submit all
public written comments via the Federal
regulations.gov e-Portal at https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-
NOS-2026-0034 or go to
www.regulations.gov and enter “NOAA—
NOS-2026-0034" in the search bar.

o For the SeaX application, submit all
public written comments via the Federal
regulations.gov e-Portal at https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-
NOS-2026-0035 or go to
www.regulations.gov and enter “NOAA—
NOS-2026—-0035" in the search bar.

For each docket, locate the document
you wish to comment on from the
resulting list and click on the “Submit
a comment” icon on the right of that
line. Please note that comments will
only be considered for the docket to
which they are submitted. If your
comment is in response to both the
AMR application and the SeaX
application, you must submit two
comments, one to each docket.

Comments must be submitted by the
date and electronic method described
above to ensure that the comments are
received, documented, and considered
by NOAA. Comments sent by any other
method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered. Comments that are not
related to the applications or that
contain profanity, vulgarity, threats, or
other inappropriate language will not be
considered. To ensure full consideration
by NOAA, comments must be submitted
in English. Comments that are not
submitted in English may not be posted
to the public dockets on regulations.gov,
or considered by NOAA. All relevant
comments received are a part of the
public record and will generally be
posted for public viewing on
www.regulations.gov without change.
All personal identifying information
(e.g., name, address) submitted
voluntarily by the sender will be
publicly accessible. Do not submit
confidential business information or
otherwise sensitive or protected
information. NOAA will accept
anonymous comments (enter “N/A” in
the required fields if you wish to remain
anonymous).

Virtual Public Hearings

You may submit oral comments for
AMR’s Application during the April 21,
2026 meeting and oral comments for
SeaX’s Application during the April 22,
2026 meeting. Oral comments received
during the hearing for AMR may not be
considered as to SeaX, and vice versa.

NOAA will conduct two virtual
public hearings via Adobe Connect.

Each person who wants to attend either
virtual public hearing must
electronically register by April 21, 2026,
5 p.m. Eastern Time. Attendance at each
virtual public hearing will be limited to
1,000 individuals. Any person who
registers and wants to speak at a virtual
public hearing should indicate that they
want to speak during registration. To
register for either hearing, use the
following link: https://events-nai3.
adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/
2358677976/en/events/event/shared/
10627447973/event landing.html?sco-
id=10651739456& charset =utf-8. Any
person who registers and wants to speak
at a virtual public hearing should
indicate that they want to speak during
registration. Each registered participant
will receive an Adobe Connect link for
the virtual public hearing.

Once the virtual public hearing starts,
NOAA will describe the virtual public
hearing logistics. NOAA will then start
the public comment part of the virtual
public hearing and will call on speakers
on a first come/first served basis
through the raised hand function of
Adobe Connect. NOAA will then
unmute the person speaking. Each
speaker will have three minutes to
speak on the application (AMR
application on April 21, 2026, and SeaX
application on April 22, 2026). If a
speaker does not respond when they are
called on, NOAA will move to the next
speaker. At the three-minute mark for
each speaker, NOAA will mute that
speaker. Speakers cannot allot their time
to another speaker. Once all speakers
have spoken, or at the scheduled end of
the virtual public hearing, whichever is
earlier, NOAA may end the virtual
public hearing. NOAA retains discretion
to extend the virtual public hearing if
appropriate and feasible. NOAA will
record each hearing and will include a
transcript of each hearing on the
appropriate public docket for each of
the applications on the regulations.gov
website at https://www.regulations.gov/
docket/NOAA-NOS-2026-0034 for the
AMR application and at https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-
NOS-2026-0035 for the SeaX
application. The names provided by
each speaker will also be published as
part of the transcripts.

The virtual public hearings do not
replace the process for submission of
written comments. NOAA will not
respond during the hearings to oral
comments or questions. To ensure full
consideration by NOAA, oral comments
must be in English. Comments that are
not in English may not be transcribed or
considered by NOAA.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Bryan Cole, 301-233-2998, bryan.cole@
noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On August
7, 2025, NOAA received an amended
application from AMR for a license to
conduct seabed mining exploration
activities within the seabed area beyond
national jurisdiction generally known as
the Clarion-Clipperton Zone. NOAA
also received an amended application
from SeaX on August 10, 2025. AMR
and SeaX are both subsidiaries of
American Metal Resources Inc. NOAA
has determined that these applications
are fully compliant with the applicable
information requirements of the Act and
its implementing regulations. Under
DSHMRA, NOAA shall publish notice
of all license applications and, subject
to applicable public disclosure
limitations, interested persons are
afforded the opportunity to examine the
relevant application materials and to
submit written and oral comments to
NOAA. NOAA has determined that the
AMR and SeaX applications and their
associated supplementary documents
are the relevant materials for
examination during the notice of
application. 30 U.S.C. 1426(a)(1). These
applications and supplementary
documents are electronically available
at the locations listed in the ADDRESSES
section. Please note that the statements
made in the applications and
supplementary documents do not
necessarily reflect the views of NOAA
or the views of the U.S. Government.
The applications also contain maps and
coordinates of proposed exploration
areas, portions of which may conflict
with areas over which an earlier-in-time
applicant has priority of right. NOAA
has determined that AMR and SeaX
only have priority of right for issuance
of licenses in areas that do not conflict
with an earlier-in-time applicant.

(Authority: 30 U.S.C. 1426(a)(1).)

Neil A. Jacobs,

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2026-05599 Filed 3—20-26; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-08-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XF582]

Fisheries of the South Atlantic, Gulf
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ACTION: Notice of Pre-Data Workshop
webinar.

SUMMARY: The Southeast Data
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 101
assessment process will consist of a
Data Workshop, an internal agency led
assessment stage, and a Review
Workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 101 Pre-Data
Workshop Webinar will be held from 2
p-m. until 4 p.m. EDT April 9, 2026.
ADDRESSES:

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405. www.sedarweb.org.

Meeting address: The SEDAR101 Pre-
Data Workshop Webinar will be held via
webinar. The webinar is open to
members of the public. The established
times may be adjusted as necessary to
accommodate the timely completion of
discussion relevant to the assessment
process. Such adjustments may result in
the meeting being extended from or
completed prior to the time established
by this notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emily Ott, SEDAR Coordinator; (843)
302—8434. Email: Emily.Ott@safmc.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf,
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils, in conjunction
with the NMFS and the Atlantic and
Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Commissions have implemented the
SEDAR process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region SEDAR is a
participatory process for developing,
evaluating and reviewing information
used for fisheries management advice.
The process may include (1) a Data
stage, and (2) an Assessment stage, and
(3) a Review stage. The product of the
Data stage is a report which compiles
and evaluates potential datasets and
recommends which datasets are
appropriate for assessment analyses.
The product of the Assessment stage is
a report which compiles and evaluates
recommended model configurations that

describes the fisheries, evaluates the
status of the stock, estimates biological
benchmarks and projects future
population conditions. The product of
the Review Workshop is a Review
Summary documenting panel opinions
regarding the strengths and weaknesses
of the products reviewed. Participants
for SEDAR Workshops are appointed by
the Gulf, South Atlantic, and Caribbean
Fishery Management Councils and
National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional Office, Highly
Migratory Species Management
Division, and Southeast Fisheries
Science Center. Participants include
data collectors and database managers;
stock assessment scientists, biologists,
and researchers; constituency
representatives including fishermen,
environmentalists, and non-
governmental organizations;
International experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
Federal agencies.

The items of discussion in the Pre-
Data Workshop Webinar are as follows:

The Panel will discuss preliminary
data analysis, make recommendations,
and provide guidance for the in-person
data workshop. Although non-
emergency issues not contained in this
agenda may come before this group for
discussion, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during this
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically identified in
this notice and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days
prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: March 19, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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