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Estimated Completion Time per
Response: Varies from 1 to 2 hours per
response.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 1,060.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain a benefit.

Frequency of Collection: On occasion.

Total Estimated Annual Nonhour
Burden Cost: $0.

The authority for this action is the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

Darrin A. King,

Information Collection Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2026-05406 Filed 3-18-26; 8:45 am|]
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Notice of Inventory Completion:
Mercyhurst University, Erie, PA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), Mercyhurst
University has completed an inventory
of human remains and has determined
that there is a cultural affiliation
between the human remains and Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after April 20, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to Anne Marjenin,
Mercyhurst University, 501 East 38th
Street, Erie, PA 16546, email nagpra@
mercyhurst.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Mercyhurst
University, and additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in its inventory or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at least,
two individuals have been identified.
No associated funerary objects are

present. On an unknown date, the
individuals (V-PI-011, VM-053) were
removed from a location in the vicinity
of Nashville, Davidson County,
Tennessee, likely by Dr. T. Hugh Young.
On an unknown date, the individuals
were obtained by Raymond C. Vietzen
(1907-1995). Vietzen, an avocational
archaeologist, collector, and author,
established the Indian Ridge Museum in
Elyria, Ohio, and the Archaeological
Society of Ohio (formerly the Ohio
Indian Relic Collectors Society). The
Indian Ridge Museum, founded in the
1930s, served as Vietzen’s laboratory
and repository, and it remained in
operation until the mid-1990s. After
Vietzen’s death, the facility fell into
disrepair, and most of the items he had
acquired and housed at the museum
were sold. In 1998, the Ohio Historical
Society (presently the Ohio History
Connection) removed ancestral human
remains and some of the remaining
items from the facility and temporarily
housed them at the Ohio Historical
Society. In October of 2003, these
remains were transferred from the Ohio
Historical Society to Mercyhurst College
(presently Mercyhurst University).

While there is no record regarding
potentially hazardous substances having
been used to treat the human remains,
an unidentified adhesive is present. It is
unknown when the adhesive was
applied. The human remains may have
been treated with an unidentified
preservative coating, consolidant, or
sealant. It is unknown when this
unidentified substance may have been
applied.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is clearly identified by the
information available about the human
remains described in this notice.

Determinations

Mercyhurst University has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of two individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a connection between the
human remains described in this notice
and the Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of
Indians of Oklahoma; Cherokee Nation;
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians;
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma;
Shawnee Tribe; The Muscogee (Creek)
Nation; and the United Keetoowah Band
of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be

sent to the authorized representative
identified in this notice under
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after April 20, 2026. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, Mercyhurst University must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the human
remains are considered a single request
and not competing requests. Mercyhurst
University is responsible for sending a
copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice and any other
consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: March 11, 2026.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-05379 Filed 3—18-26; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Museum of Natural History and
Planetarium, Providence, RI

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Museum of Natural History and
Planetarium intends to repatriate certain
cultural items that meet the definition of
sacred objects and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
April 20, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
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items in this notice to Matthew Becker,
Curator of Collections, Museum of
Natural History and Planetarium, 1000
Elmwood Avenue, Providence, RI
02907, email mbecker@
providenceri.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Museum of
Natural History and Planetarium and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 28 cultural items have been
requested for repatriation. The 28
cultural items include a collection of
tapa cloths and tapa decorating tools,
fish hooks and lines, stone pounders,
small figurines, a ukulele, a fan, a
wooden spear, a bowl, and a necklace.
The 28 items were donated between
1909 and 1956. The majority of the
items, particularly the tapa cloths and
tapa decorating tools, were received
during the 1950s from Brown University
and the Bishop Museum as gifts or as
part of exchange. The remaining items
fall into two camps: either they were
singular items donated by individual
collectors residing in Rhode Island, or
they lack donor data entirely and are
listed as ““Donor Unknown.” All items
are listed as being from Hawaii.

Determinations

The Museum of Natural History and
Planetarium has determined that:

e The 28 sacred objects described in
this notice are specific ceremonial
objects needed by a traditional Native
American religious leader for present-
day adherents to practice traditional
Native American religion, according to
the Native American traditional
knowledge of a lineal descendant,
Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a connection between the
cultural items described in this notice
and the Hui Iwi Kuamo’o.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by

a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after April 20, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the Museum of Natural History and
Planetarium must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the cultural items are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The Museum of
Natural History and Planetarium is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and to any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: March 11, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-05381 Filed 3-18-26; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Inventory Completion: Robert
S. Peabody Institute of Archaeology,
Andover, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Robert
S. Peabody Institute of Archaeology
(RSPI) has completed an inventory of
human remains and associated funerary
objects and has determined that there is
a cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
April 20, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
to Ryan Wheeler, Robert S. Peabody
Institute of Archaeology, 180 Main
Street, Andover, MA 01810, email
rwheeler@andover.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the RSPI, and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at least,
one adult individual have been
identified. The four associated funerary
objects are one faunal bone fragment,
two incised bone awls, and one bone
bead. In 1915, Charles Peabody of the
Department of Archaeology at Phillips
Academy (now the RSPI) and E.H.
Jacobs visited Ash Cave in Barry
County, Missouri. Peabody and Jacobs
conducted an excavation disturbing the
ash layers within the cave. The
excavated material was brought to
Andover for research and storage.

There is no known presence of any
potentially hazardous substances.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is clearly identified by the
information available about the human
remains and associated funerary objects
described in this notice.

Determinations

The RSPI has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e The four objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and The
Osage Nation.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
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