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utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) Minimize the
reporting burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include or
summarize each comment in our request
to OMB to approve this ICR. Before
including your address, phone number,
email address, or other personal
identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you may ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Compliance Officer, Office
of the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.

[FR Doc. 2026-05211 Filed 3—16—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Evaluation of Washington Coastal
Management Program; Notice of Public
Meeting; Request for Comments

AGENCY: Office for Coastal Management,
National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting;
opportunity to comment.

SUMMARY: The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Office for Coastal Management, will
hold a virtual and in-person public
meeting to solicit input on the
performance evaluation of the
Washington Coastal Management
Program. NOAA also invites the public
to submit written comments.

DATES: NOAA will hold a hybrid virtual
and in-person public meeting at 5 p.m.
Pacific Time on Wednesday, April 29,
2026. NOAA may close the meeting 10
minutes after the conclusion of public
testimony and after responding to any
clarifying questions from meeting
participants. NOAA will consider all
relevant written comments received by
Friday, May 8, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be
submitted:

e In Person at Public Meeting:
Provide oral comments in person during
the hybrid public meeting on
Wednesday, April 29, 2026, at 5 p.m.
Pacific Time. The meeting will be held
at the Washington Department of
Ecology Headquarters, 300 Desmond Dr.
SE, Lacey, Washington 98503 in the
auditorium. There is free guest parking
outside the front entrance on the north
side of the building. Guests will need to
check in at the front desk and go
downstairs to the auditorium. No ID is
required to enter the building.
Attendees are encouraged to arrive
between 4:45 and 5 p.m. to check in.

o Virtually at Public Meeting: Provide
oral comments during the hybrid public
meeting on Wednesday, April 29, 2026,
at 5 p.m. Pacific Time by registering as
a speaker at forms.gle/
ahAq8geEHU3G6akr9. Please register by
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 5 p.m.
Pacific Time. Upon registration, NOAA
will send a confirmation email. At least
one hour prior to the start of the April
29, 2026, virtual meeting, NOAA will
send an email to all registrants with a
link to the public meeting and
information about participating. While
advance registration is requested,
registration will remain open until the
meeting closes, and any participant may
provide oral comment after the
registered speakers conclude. Meeting
registrants may remain anonymous by
typing “Anonymous” in the “First
Name” and ‘“‘Last Name” fields on the
registration form.

e Email: Send written comments to
Michael Migliori, Evaluator, NOAA
Office for Coastal Management, at
czma.evaluations@noaa.gov. Include
“Comments on Washington Coastal
Management Program” in the subject
line.

NOAA will accept anonymous
comments. However, the written
comments NOAA receives are part of
the public record, and the entirety of the
comment, including the name of the
commenter, email address, attachments,
and other supporting materials, will be
publicly accessible. Sensitive personally
identifiable information, such as
account numbers and Social Security
numbers, should not be included with
the comment. Comments that are not
related to the performance evaluation of
the Washington Coastal Management
Program or that contain profanity,
vulgarity, threats, or other inappropriate
language will not be considered.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Migliori, Evaluator, NOAA
Office for Coastal Management, by email
at Michael Migliori@noaa.gov or by
phone at (301) 325-1151. Copies of the

previous evaluation findings may be
viewed and downloaded at https://
coast.noaa.gov/czm/evaluations. A copy
of the evaluation notification letter and
most recent progress report may be
obtained upon request by contacting
Michael Migliori.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
312 of the Coastal Zone Management
Act (CZMA) requires NOAA to conduct
periodic evaluations of federally
approved coastal management
programs. The evaluation process
includes holding one or more public
meetings, considering public comments,
and consulting with interested federal,
state, and local agencies and members of
the public. During the evaluation,
NOAA will consider the extent to which
the State of Washington has met the
national objectives, adhered to the
management program approved by the
Secretary of Commerce, and adhered to
the terms of financial assistance under
the Act. When the evaluation is
complete, NOAA'’s Office for Coastal
Management will place a notice in the
Federal Register announcing the
availability of the final evaluation
findings.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1458.

Keelin S. Kuipers,

Acting Director, Office for Coastal
Management, National Ocean Service,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2026—05168 Filed 3—16—26; 8:45 am|

BILLING CODE 3510-08-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF565]

Marine Mammals; File No. 29433

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the University of Alaska Museum of the
North, 907 Yukon Drive, Fairbanks, AK
99775 (Responsible Party: Link Olson,
Ph.D.), has applied in due form for a
permit to receive, import, and export
marine mammal parts for scientific
research.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before April 16, 2026.
ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the “Features” box on


https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/evaluations
https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/evaluations
mailto:czma.evaluations@noaa.gov
mailto:Michael.Migliori@noaa.gov
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the Applications and Permits for
Protected Species (APPS) home page,
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then
selecting File No. 29433 from the list of
available applications. These documents
are also available upon written request
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please
include File No. 29433 in the subject
line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
via email to NMFS.PriComments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth
the specific reasons why a hearing on
this application would be appropriate.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Skidmore or Shasta
McClenahan, Ph.D., (301) 427—-8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the regulations
governing the taking and importing of
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216), the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking,
importing, and exporting of endangered
and threatened species (50 CFR parts
222-226), and the Fur Seal Act of 1966,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.).

The University of Alaska Museum
functions as an archive for scientific
parts and provides these to the global
scientific community through their loan
program for research. The museum is
requesting authority to receive, import,
and export parts from up to 200
individual cetaceans and 1,000
individual pinnipeds, excluding walrus,
annually. The requested duration of the
permit is 10 years.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: March 12, 2026.
Shannon Bettridge,

Chief, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle
Conservation Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—05178 Filed 3—16—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XF611]

Endangered Species Act; Taking of
Endangered and Threatened Species
Incidental to Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department’s Fisheries-Independent
Gill Net Surveys in Texas Waters

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application;
request for comments and information.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) has applied for an
incidental take permit (ITP) pursuant to
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA). The permit application
is for the incidental take of ESA-listed
sea turtles associated with otherwise
lawful fishery-independent gill net
surveys within Texas bays and
estuaries. NMFS is publishing this
notice to allow other agencies and the
public an opportunity to review and
comment on the application and
Conservation Plan. All comments
received will become part of the public
record and will be available for review.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than April 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: The application is available
for download and review at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
endangered-species-conservation/
incidental-take-permits and at http://
www.regulations.gov. The application is
also available upon request (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT).

You may submit comments, identified
by NOAA-NMFS—2026—0958, by
Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal eRulemaking Portal http://
www.regulations.gov and enter [NOAA—
NMFS-2026-0958] in the Search box.
Click on the “Comment Now!” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on http://www.regulations.gov
without change. All Personal Identifying
Information (e.g., name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not

submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information. We will accept
anonymous comments (enter “N/A” in
the required fields, if you wish to
remain anonymous).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
Corcoran, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, (301) 4278453, kim.corcoran@
noaa.gov OR Celeste Stout, Office of
Protected Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—
8436, Celeste.stout@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 9
of the ESA and Federal regulations
prohibit the “taking” of a species listed
as endangered or threatened. The ESA
defines ‘“‘take” to mean harass, harm,
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture, or collect, or to attempt to
engage in any such conduct. NMFS may
issue permits, under limited
circumstances, to take listed species
incidental to, and not the purpose of,
otherwise lawful activities. Section
10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA provides for
authorizing incidental take of listed
species. NMFS regulations governing
permits for threatened and endangered
species are promulgated at 50 CFR
222.307.

Applicants seeking ITPs must submit
an application and Conservation Plan
that includes the requirements specified
in Section 10(a)(2)(A) (see Conservation
Plan section for details of what is
required to be included in a
Conservation Plan). If, following
opportunity for public comment and
evaluation of the application and
Conservation Plan, NMFS finds that: (i)
the taking will be incidental; (ii) the
applicant will, to the maximum extent
practicable, minimize and mitigate the
impacts of such taking; (iii) the
applicant will ensure that adequate
funding for the plan will be provided;
(iv) the taking will not appreciably
reduce the likelihood of the survival
and recovery of the species in the wild;
and (v) the applicant will implement
any other measures NMFS may require
as being necessary and appropriate,
NMFS shall issue the ITP.

Species Covered in This Notice

The following species are included in
the permit application and Conservation
Plan: green (Chelonia mydas),
loggerhead (Caretta caretta), hawksbill
(Eretmochelys imbricata), and Kemp’s
ridley (Lepidochelys kempii) sea turtles.

Background

On July 24, 2024, TPWD submitted an
initial full draft application and
Conservation Plan requesting take of
ESA-listed species of sea turtles
associated with their otherwise lawful
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