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bottom trawl gear; (2) altering the 
northern boundary of Area B and 
splitting Area B into two areas (B1 and 
B2) to reduce the risk of catching cod 
closer to Jeffrey’s Ledge; and (3) adding 
an Area C, which would provide 
additional access at a different time of 
year and for vessels from other ports. 

Under this EFP, participating 
fishermen would conduct tows in 
targeted areas within GOM Cod 
Protection Closures I, II, and III, where 
industry-based groundfish surveys 
previously demonstrated low spawning 
cod density compared to other portions 
of the closure (Attachment). Vessels 
would submit trip notification to the 
Pre-Trip Notification System as usual. 
Vessels would only be allowed in 
targeted areas if they have a Northeast 
Fisheries Observer or At-sea Monitor 
aboard, or participate in an approved 
electronic monitoring program for the 
trip. Tows conducted within the 
targeted areas would be restricted to 
remain inside the area for the entire 
tow; however, vessels could make tows 
both inside and outside the target area 
on the same trip. Upon departure for a 
trip, vessels would notify a MA DMF 
project coordinator about intent to fish 
in the target areas. Up to 80 total tows 
would be conducted in Area A; up to 48 
total tows would be conducted in Areas 
B1 and B2 combined; and up to 50 total 
tows would be conducted in Area C. 

During all trips under the EFP, cod of 
all sizes caught in each tow conducted 
within the target areas would be kept 
round (not gutted), and isolated in 
separate totes with sealed and zip-tied 
lids. Cod caught in tows conducted 
outside the target areas would be 
handled consistent with standard 
fishing practices. Upon returning from a 
trip, vessels would contact MA DMF to 
meet them to sample target area-caught 
cod for sex and maturity. Additional 
sampling would be conducted to 
support the Northeast Fisheries Science 
Center conversion factor study. All 
catch would be accounted for consistent 
with standard fishing activities and 
applicable Annual Catch Entitlement, 
and legal size catch would be sold. 

If MA DMF detects spawning cod 
caught in tows within the target areas to 
be at or above proposed thresholds, 
participating vessels would no longer be 
authorized to fish under the EFP within 
that particular target area (each of the 
four target areas (A, B1, B2, and C) will 
be evaluated separately). MA DMF 
defines spawning cod as females with 
clear eggs or males with running milt 
(either expressed externally, or when 
the testes are cut through). The 
proposed thresholds are more than five 
spawning cod in one tow or more than 

18 percent of tows within a 7-day 
consecutive fishing period containing 
any spawning cod. MA DMF would 
immediately notify participating sector 
managers and NMFS if a cod spawning 
threshold has been reached. 

If approved, the applicant may 
request minor modifications and 
extensions to the EFP throughout the 
year. EFP modifications and extensions 
may be granted without further notice if 
they are deemed essential to facilitate 
completion of the proposed research 
and have minimal impacts that do not 
change the scope or impact of the 
initially approved EFP request. Any 
fishing activity conducted outside the 
scope of the exempted fishing activity 
would be prohibited. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: March 12, 2026. 

David R. Blankinship, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–05069 Filed 3–13–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XF589] 

Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Pacific Council) 
Highly Migratory Species Management 
Team (HMSMT) and Highly Migratory 
Species Advisory Subpanel (HMSAS) 
will hold a joint webinar meeting that 
is open to the public. 
DATES: The meeting will be held Friday, 
April 3, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Pacific Time, or until business for the 
day has been completed. 
ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held 
online. Specific meeting information, 
including directions on how to join the 
meeting and system requirements, will 
be provided in the meeting 
announcement on the Pacific Council’s 
website (see https://www.pcouncil.org). 
You may send an email to Mr. Hayden 
York (hayden.york@pcouncil.org) or 
contact him at (503) 820–2424 for 
technical assistance. 

Council address: Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, 7700 NE 
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, 
OR 97220–1384. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kerry Griffin, Staff Officer, Pacific 
Council; telephone: (503) 820–2409. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
primary purpose of this meeting is to 
consider topics on the Council’s April 
meeting agenda. There are no HMS- 
specific agenda items. However, the 
HMSMT and HMSAS may discuss and 
potentially develop supplemental 
reports on Cross Fishery Management 
Plan agenda items H.1 (Special Project 
1—Adaptive Management and 
Flexibility) and H.2 (Council and NMFS 
Workload—Capacity Alignment). 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Mr. Hayden York 
(hayden.york@pcouncil.org; (503) 820– 
2424) at least 10 days prior to the 
meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: March 12, 2026. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–05093 Filed 3–13–26; 8:45 am] 
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Administration 
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Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Pacific Council) 
will convene an online meeting of its 
Ecosystem Workgroup (EWG), which is 
open to the public. 
DATES: The online meeting will be held 
Friday, April 3, 2026, from 1 p.m. to 4 
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p.m. Pacific Time, or until business for 
the day is completed. 
ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held 
online. Specific meeting information, 
including directions on how to join the 
meeting and system requirements will 
be provided in the meeting 
announcement on the Pacific Council’s 
website (see www.pcouncil.org). You 
may send an email to Mr. Hayden York 
(hayden.york@pcouncil.org) or contact 
him at (503) 820–2424 for technical 
assistance. 

Council address: Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, 7700 NE 
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, 
OR 97220–1384. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Gilly Lyons, Staff Officer, Pacific 
Council; telephone: (503) 820–2427. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The EWG 
will meet via webinar to discuss items 
relevant to ecosystem management and 
cross-fishery management planning in 
advance of the Pacific Council’s April 
7–12, 2026, meeting. A detailed meeting 
agenda will be available on the Pacific 
Council’s website prior to the meeting. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 
discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 

305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Mr. Hayden York 
(hayden.york@pcouncil.org; (503) 820– 
2424) at least 10 days prior to the 
meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: March 12, 2026. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–05090 Filed 3–13–26; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
permits, including amendments and 
modifications, have been issued under 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA) and the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA), as applicable. 
ADDRESSES: The permits and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request via email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Skidmore (File Nos. 23447 and 
29101), Amy Hapeman (File No. 28338), 
and Erin Markin, Ph.D., (File No. 
20528); at (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
requested permits have been issued 
under the MMPA of 1972, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the regulations 
governing the taking and importing of 
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216), the 
ESA of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), and the regulations 
governing the taking, importing, and 
exporting of endangered and threatened 
species (50 CFR parts 222–226), as 
applicable. Notices were published in 
the Federal Register on the dates listed 
below that requests had been submitted. 
To locate the Federal Register notice 
that announced our receipt of the 
application and a complete description 
of the activities, go to https://
www.federalregister.gov and search for 
the file number provided in table 1 
below. 

TABLE 1—ISSUED PERMITS 

File No. Version 
No. RTID Applicant Previous Federal 

Register notice Issuance date 

20528 ........ 06 0648–XF208 South Carolina Department of Natural Re-
sources, 217 Fort Johnson Road, Charleston, 
SC 29412 (Responsible Party: Bill Post).

90 FR 47300, October 
1, 2025.

February 13, 2026. 

23447 ........ 01 0648–XA919 Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquar-
iums, 218 N Lee Street, Suite 200, Alexan-
dria, VA 22314 (Responsible Party: Kathleen 
Dezio).

86 FR 13700, March 
10, 2021.

February 5, 2026. 

28338 ........ 01 0648–XF255 Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Envi-
ronmental Resources, San Jose Industrial 
Park, 1375 Avenue Ponce de Leon, San 
Juan, PR 00926 (Responsible Party: Nilda Ji-
menez-Marrero, Ph.D.).

90 FR 57030, Decem-
ber 9, 2025.

February 11, 2026. 

29101 ........ N/A 0648–XF409 Amanda Lauer, Ph.D., Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, 720 Rutland Avenue, Traylor Building, 
Room 515, Baltimore, MD 21205.

91 FR 253, January 5, 
2026.

February 19, 2026. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final 
determination has been made that the 
activities proposed are categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

As required by the ESA, as applicable, 
issuance was based on a finding that 

such permits: (1) were applied for in 
good faith; (2) will not operate to the 
disadvantage of such endangered 
species; and (3) are consistent with the 
purposes and policies set forth in 
section 2 of the ESA. 

Dated: March 11, 2026. 

Shannon Bettridge, 
Chief, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle 
Conservation Division, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–04992 Filed 3–13–26; 8:45 am] 
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