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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
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examples of documents appearing in this
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. APHIS-2025-0411]

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.;
Availability of a Request and Plant
Pest Risk Similarity Assessment for an
Extension of Determination of
Nonregulated Status for Maize (Corn)
Genetically Engineered for Insect
Resistance and Herbicide Tolerance

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: We are advising the public
that the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service has received a
request to extend our determination of
nonregulated status of Pioneer Hi-Bred
International, Inc.’s (Pioneer’s) DP23211
insect-resistant and glufosinate-
ammonium-tolerant maize (corn) to
DP51291 maize (corn). Similar to
DP23211 corn, DP51291 corn was
genetically engineered to express the
IPD072Aa protein for control of certain
susceptible corn rootworm pests, the
phosphinothricin acetyltransferase
protein as a selectable marker and for
tolerance to glufosinate herbicide, and
the phosphomannose isomerase protein
as a selectable marker. We are making
the extension request, our draft plant
pest risk similarity assessment, and
preliminary determination of
nonregulated status available for public
review and comment.

DATES: We will consider all comments

that we receive on or before April 6,
2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by either of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
www.regulations.gov. Enter APHIS—
2025-0411 in the Search field. Select
the Documents tab, then select the

Comment button in the list of
documents.

e Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery:
Send your comment to Docket No.
APHIS-2025-0411, Regulatory Analysis
and Development, PPD, APHIS, 5601
Sunnyside Ave., #AP760, Beltsville, MD
20705.

The extension request, draft plant pest
risk similarity assessment, preliminary
determination of nonregulated status,
and any comments we receive on this
docket may be viewed at
www.regulations.gov or in our reading
room, located in 1620 of the USDA
South Building, 14th Street and
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC. Normal reading room hours are 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except holidays. To be sure
someone is there to help you, please call
(202) 799-7039 before coming.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Alan Pearson, Biotechnology Regulatory
Services, APHIS, USDA, 5601
Sunnyside Avenue, AP100, Beltsville,
MD 20705; (301) 851-3944; email:
alan.pearson@usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
authority of the plant pest provisions of
the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701
et seq.), the regulations in 7 CFR part
340, “Introduction of Organisms and
Products Altered or Produced Through
Genetic Engineering Which Are Plant
Pests or Which There Is Reason to
Believe Are Plant Pests,” regulate,
among other things, the introduction
(importation, interstate movement, or
release into the environment) of
organisms and products altered or
produced through genetic engineering
that are plant pests or that there is
reason to believe are plant pests. Such
organisms and products are considered
“regulated articles.”

Section 340.6(e)(2) of the regulations
provides that any person may request
that APHIS extend a determination of
nonregulated status to other organisms.
Such a request shall include
information to establish the similarity of
the antecedent organism and the
regulated article in question.

On December 1, 2023, APHIS
announced ! its determination of
nonregulated status of Pioneer Hi-Bred
International, Inc.’s (Pioneer) DP23211
maize (corn), and the herbicide active

1To view the notice, go to www.regulations.gov
and enter APHIS-2020-0098 in the Search field.

ingredient glufosinate-ammonium
(hereafter referred to as DP23211 maize)
and progeny derived from it. DP23211
maize was developed using genetic
engineering for resistance to western
corn rootworm. APHIS has received a
request for an extension of that
determination of nonregulated status of
DP23211 maize to insect resistant and
herbicide tolerant maize DP-(51291-2
referred to as DP51291 (APHIS Petition
Number 25-171-01ext), also from
Pioneer. In its request, Pioneer stated
that this maize is similar to the
antecedent organism DP23211 maize,
and, based on the similarity to the
antecedent organism, is unlikely to pose
a plant pest risk and, therefore, should
not be a regulated article under APHIS’
regulations in 7 CFR part 340.

Similar to DP23211 maize, DP51291
maize was genetically engineered to
express the IPD072Aa protein for
control of certain susceptible corn
rootworm pests. Also similar to
DP23211 maize, DP51291 maize was
genetically engineered to express the
phosphinothricin acetyltransferase
protein as a selectable marker and for
tolerance to glufosinate herbicide, and
the phosphomannose isomerase protein
as a selectable marker. Further, DP51291
maize was developed using site-specific
integration similar to DP23211 maize.

APHIS has prepared a plant pest risk
similarity assessment (PPRSA) to
compare DP51291 maize to the
antecedent DP23211 maize. APHIS has
analyzed information submitted by
Pioneer, references provided in the
extension request, peer-reviewed
publications, and supporting
documentation prepared for the
antecedent organism. Based on APHIS’
analysis of this information and the
similarity of DP51291 maize to the
antecedent DP23211 maize, APHIS has
determined that DP51291 maize is
unlikely to pose a plant pest risk. We
have therefore reached a preliminary
decision to approve the request to
extend the determination of
nonregulated status for DP51291 maize,
whereby DP51291 maize would no
longer be subject to our regulations in 7
CFR part 340 governing organisms
developed using genetic engineering.

We are therefore publishing this
notice to make available our evaluation
and inform the public of our
preliminary decision to extend the
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determination of nonregulated status for
DP51291 maize.

APHIS will accept written comments
on the request for extension, PPRSA,
and our preliminary determination for
DP51291 maize for 30 days. These
documents are available for public
review as indicated under ADDRESSES
and from the individual listed under the
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

After the comment period closes,
APHIS will review all written comments
received during the comment period
and any other relevant information. All
comments will be available for public
review. After reviewing and evaluating
the comments, if APHIS determines that
no information has been received that
would warrant APHIS altering its
preliminary regulatory determination,
our preliminary regulatory
determination will become final and
effective upon notification of the public
through an announcement on our
website at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
aphis/ourfocus/biotechnology/permits-
notifications-petitions/petitions/
petition-status. APHIS will also furnish
a response to the petitioner regarding
our final regulatory determination. No
further Federal Register notice will be
published announcing the final
regulatory determination of DP51291
maize.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701-7772 and
7781-7786; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7 CFR 2.22,
2.80, and 371.3.

Done in Washington, DG, this 3rd day of
March 2026.

Kelly Moore,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—04459 Filed 3-5-26; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[B-26—2026]

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 53,
Notification of Proposed Production
Activity; Baker Hughes Oilfield
Operations, LLC; (Components for
Electrical Submersible Pumping
Systems); Claremore, Oklahoma

Baker Hughes Oilfield Operations,
LLC submitted a notification of
proposed production activity to the FTZ
Board (the Board) for its facilities in
Claremore, Oklahoma within Subzone
53D. The notification conforming to the
requirements of the Board’s regulations
(15 CFR 400.22) was received on
February 27, 2026.

Pursuant to 15 CFR 400.14(b), FTZ
production activity would be limited to

the specific foreign-status material(s)/
component(s) and specific finished
product(s) described in the submitted
notification (summarized below) and
subsequently authorized by the Board.
The benefits that may stem from
conducting production activity under
FTZ procedures are explained in the
background section of the Board’s
website—accessible via www.trade.gov/

Z.

The proposed finished products
include: tubes for cable splice kits;
stainless steel pipes; steel tubing;
centrifugal pumps; electromechanical
submersible pumps; filtering machinery;
purifying machinery; electric motors;
electric winches; electromechanical
appliances; electromechanical appliance
shafts; electromechanical appliance
impellers; electromechanical appliance
housings; electromechanical appliance
diffusers; electrical generators; multi-
phase AC electric motors; electric
submersible pump motors; electric
generating sets; static converters; data
transmission devices; electrical
switching; and, wire motor lead
extensions (duty rate ranges from duty-
free to 9%).

The proposed foreign-status
materials/components include:
synthetic thrust chamber fluids (grease
oils); desiccant bags; cable prep
chemicals; chemical oil; paint kits; paint
oil; sealant caulking; hydraulic bracket
fluid; polyethylene sealants;
polyurethane gland sealings; silicones;
nylon monofilaments; plastic
monofilaments; flexible vacuum hoses;
foam protector; plastic reels; plastic
coverings; flexible hoses with fittings;
hydraulic hoses reinforced with metal
with fittings; hydraulic hoses reinforced
with textile material without fittings;
hydraulic hoses reinforced with textile
material with fittings; rod neoprene;
cork gaskets; paper rolls; user manuals;
decals; cast iron round bars; rectangular
bars; support beams; flat rolled bars;
cold formed bars; threaded pipes; tubing
cold drawn; iron casings; shipping
boxes; copper bars; nickel pump part
fittings; aluminum bars; aluminum
profiles; tubes for cable splice kits;
titanium nuts; steel brackets; mounting
brackets; oil colling systems; air
compressors; oil coolers; oil filters; band
tensioners; jack hoists; jack screw
assemblies; staging clamps; wellhead
crossovers; needle valves; ball valves;
bearing rollers; housed bearings; gear
boxes; vent plugs; electrical motors;
electrical transformers; coin batteries;
lithium-ion batteries; soft starter
generators; soldering irons; electrical
modem; capacitor variable; isolating
electrical switches; electrical arrestor
protectors; electrical switchboards;

circuit assemblies for lights; fiber optic
cables; part transport carts; directional
adapters; level measuring devices;
micrometer gages; electrical probes;
transmitters; electrical meters; electrical
sensors; voltmeters; megohmmeters; test
measuring devices for balancing
mechanical parts; measuring gauges;
mechanical adapter components;
thermostats for temperature readings;
electrical switches for automatic voltage
reduction; desiccants; (hygroscopic
substance); dielectric solvents; rust
preventatives; paint synthetic polymers;
paint lacquer; cleaners; anti-seize lubes;
lube treatments; sealants; loctites;
pastes; inhibitors; thinners; epoxies;
antifreezes; primers; lubricant oil
polymers; epoxy resins; monofilament
fiber strands; polytetrafluoroethylene
tubing; vinyl chloride pipes;
perfluoroalkoxy tubing; extruded
polytetrafluoroethylene tubing; self-
adhesive plastic tape; self-adhesive
labels; ethylene shield sheeting;
polycarbon shield sheeting; polyesters
shield sheeting; nomex insulation;
kapton insulation; plates and plastics;
polytetrafluoroethylene insulation;
shipping materials; plastic bags for
parts; caps for plug protectors; binders;
gaskets seals; rubber gaskets; electrical
tape; rubber tubing; vulcanized rubber
gaskets; rubber o-rings; gaskets sealing
supports; rubber plugs; flange plywood
protectors; wood pallet; insulation
papers; corrugated paperboard boxes;
packaging remote terminal units;
warning labels; cardboard gaskets;
printed manuals; nameplates; electrical
labels; filtering cloth; asbestos gaskets;
teflon gaskets; flexitallic gaskets;
fiberglass insulation; cast iron bars; steel
plates; iron round bars; cold formed
finished bars; stainless steel bands;
duplex bars; stainless steel bars; nickel
alloy bars; iron bars; steel bars; hot
rolled steel bars; stainless steel wires;
heat treated bars; shafting round tool
steel bars; nonalloy steel pipes; round
seamless steel tubing; 304 grade cold
rolled stainless steel tubing; stainless
steel pipes; steel joints; abrasion
resistant housing; high strength steel
shafting; steel connectors; steel flange
connectors; piping system steel fittings;
steel flanges; fitting union steel elbows;
steel pipe fittings; steel liquid
reservoirs; stainless steel filtering
screen; self-tapping screws; steel screws;
steel bolts; steel studs; steel nuts; hex
standoffs for eyebolts; lock washers; flat
power washers; drive screw rivets;
cotter pins for retainer rings; retainer
rings; helical springs; springs; steel
caps; steel cap castings; securing
clamps; steel brackets; steel shims; steel
caps; steel plugs; copper bars; copper
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