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influences—so NIH can fund the most
promising research. To accomplish this
goal, Scientific Review Officers (SRO)
form study sections consisting of
scientists who have the technical and
scientific expertise to evaluate the merit
of grant applications. Study section
members are generally scientists who
have established independent research
programs as demonstrated by their
publications and their grant award
experiences.

The CSR Early Career Reviewer
program was developed to identify and
train qualified scientists who are early
in their scientific careers and who have

not had prior CSR review experience.
The goals of the program are to expose
these early career scientists to the peer
review experience so that they become
more competitive as applicants as well
as to enrich the existing pool of NIH
reviewers. Currently, the online
application software, the Early Career
Reviewer Application and Vetting
System, is accessed online by applicants
to the Early Career Reviewer Program
who provide information such as their
name, contact information, a description
of their areas of expertise, their study
section preferences, and their
professional Curriculum Vitae. This

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

Information Collection Request (ICR) is
to revise the Early Career Reviewer
Application and Vetting System by
removing an employment characteristic
question. This question is no longer
needed to help assess interest in the
program. The ICR also includes an
increase in the number of burden hours
to respondents due to a rise in the
number of program applications since
the last approval period.

OMB approval is requested for 3
years. There are no costs to respondents
other than their time. The total
estimated annualized burden hours are
620.

Number of Average time
Number of Total annual
Type of respondent responses per | per response
respondents respondent (in hours) burden hours
Research SCIENTISES ........cccueiiiiiii s 1,488 1 25/60 620
TOAI et 1,488 1,488 | oo 620

Dated: March 3, 2026.
Hope M. Cummings,

Project Clearance Liaison, Center for
Scientific Review (CSR), National Institutes
of Health.

[FR Doc. 2026-04393 Filed 3—4-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Center for Scientific Review; Notice of
Closed Meeting

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Special
Topics in Biochemistry and Biophysics.

Date: March 17, 2026.

Time: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Address: National Institutes of Health,
Rockledge II, 6701 Rockledge Drive,
Bethesda, MD 20892.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: John J Laffan, Ph.D., Center
for Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Dr., Bethesda, MD
20892, (301) 443-7154, laffanjo@
mail.nih.gov.

Late Notice Text: This notice is being
published less than 15 days from the meeting
date due to exceptional circumstances. As a
result of the 43-day government shutdown,
due to lapsed appropriations, the above
meeting was canceled. This meeting was to
assess the scientific and technical merit of
NIH grant applications, required by statute to
disburse NIH funds. The meeting must take
place urgently so that evaluations of
biomedical research applications addressing
multiple major public health priorities can be
submitted to the national advisory councils
for timely funding recommendations.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine;
93.333, Clinical Research, 93.306, 93.333,
93.337, 93.393-93.396, 93.837-93.844,
93.846-93.878, 93.892, 93.893, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: March 3, 2026.
Bruce A. George,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2026—04394 Filed 3—4-26; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[Docket No. FWS—-R4-ES-2025-0040;
FXES11140400000—-256—-FF04EF4000]

Receipt of Incidental Take Permit
Application and Proposed Habitat
Conservation Plan for the Threatened
Scrub-Jay; Brevard County, FL;
Categorical Exclusion

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability; request
for comments and information.

SUMMARY: We, the Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service), announce receipt of
an application from Melbourne Orlando
International Airport (Taxiway A
Rehabilitation Project) (applicant) for an
incidental take permit (ITP) under the
Endangered Species Act. The applicant
requests the ITP to take the federally
listed scrub-jay incidental to a taxiway
rehabilitation in Brevard County,
Florida. We request public comment on
the application, which includes the
applicant’s proposed habitat
conservation plan (HCP), and on the
Service’s preliminary determination that
the proposed permitting action may be
eligible for a categorical exclusion
pursuant National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), Department of Interior’s
(DOI) NEPA regulations, and the DOI
Departmental Manual. To make this
preliminary determination, we prepared
a draft screening form and NEPA
statement for HCPs, which is available
for public review. We invite comment
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