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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Alan Pearson, Biotechnology Regulatory 
Services, APHIS, USDA, 5601 
Sunnyside Avenue, AP100–3–WS–1151, 
Beltsville, MD 20705; (301) 851–4061; 
email: alan.pearson@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the 
authority of the plant pest provisions of 
the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701 
et seq.), the regulations in 7 CFR part 
340, ‘‘Introduction of Organisms and 
Products Altered or Produced Through 
Genetic Engineering Which Are Plant 
Pests or Which There Is Reason to 
Believe Are Plant Pests,’’ regulate, 
among other things, the introduction 
(importation, interstate movement, or 
release into the environment) of 
organisms and products altered or 
produced through genetic engineering 
that are plant pests or that there is 
reason to believe are plant pests. Such 
organisms and products are considered 
‘‘regulated articles.’’ 

Section 340.6(a) of the regulations 
provides that any person may submit a 
petition to the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) seeking a 
determination that an article should not 
be regulated under 7 CFR part 340. 
Paragraphs (b) and (c) of § 340.6 
describe the form that a petition for a 
determination of nonregulated status 
must take and the information that must 
be included in the petition. 

APHIS has received a petition (APHIS 
Petition Number 25–209–01p) from 
Syngenta Seeds, LLC. seeking a 
determination of nonregulated status for 
MZIR260 maize (Zea mays L.), which 
has been developed using genetic 
engineering to provide control of fall 
armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) and 
express the phosphomannose isomerase 
protein used as a selectable marker. The 
petition states that the information 
provided indicates that MZIR260 is 
unlikely to pose a plant pest risk and 
therefore should not be regulated under 
APHIS’ regulations in 7 CFR part 340. 

As part of our decision-making 
process regarding the organism’s 
regulatory status, APHIS prepared a 
draft plant pest risk assessment (PPRA) 
to assess the plant pest risk of the 
organism. APHIS’ draft PPRA compared 
the pest risk posed by MZIR260 with 
that of the nonmodified variety from 
which it was derived. The draft PPRA 
concluded that MZIR260 is unlikely to 
pose an increased plant pest risk 
compared to the nonmodified corn. 

Paragraph (d) of § 340.6 provides that 
APHIS will publish a notice in the 
Federal Register providing 60 days for 
public comment on petitions for a 
determination of nonregulated status. In 
accordance with § 340.6(d), we are 

publishing this notice to inform the 
public that APHIS will accept written 
comments regarding the petition and 
draft PPRA from interested or affected 
persons for a period of 60 days from the 
date of this notice. The petition and 
draft PPRA are available for public 
review and comment, and copies are 
available as indicated under ADDRESSES 
and from the individual listed under the 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
section of this notice. We are 
particularly interested in receiving 
comments regarding biological or 
ecological issues, and we encourage the 
submission of scientific data, studies, or 
research to support your comments. 

After the comment period closes, 
APHIS will review and evaluate any 
information received during the 
comment period and any other relevant 
information. Based upon available 
information, APHIS will respond to the 
petitioner either approving or denying 
the petition. APHIS will post its 
regulatory determination on its website 
and publish a notice of availability in 
the Federal Register. 
(Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701–7772 and 7781– 
7786; 31 U.S.C. 9701; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 
371.3.) 

Done in Washington, DC, this 11th day of 
February 2026. 
Kelly Moore, 
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–03153 Filed 2–17–26; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
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Management Plan Revision 

AGENCY: Forest Service, Agriculture 
(USDA). 
ACTION: Notice of initiation of the 
development of a proposed plan 
revision and notice of intent to prepare 
an environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service is revising 
the land management plan for the 
Tongass National Forest. This notice 
announces the Forest Service’s 
initiation of the development of a 
revised land management plan (revised 
plan) and intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement (EIS) to 
evaluate the effects of revising the 
current plan. This notice initiates the 
scoping period on the development of 
the proposed action and EIS. This notice 
also describes the documents and 
background resources available for 

review and how to obtain them; 
includes a description of the 
preliminary need to change the current 
land management plan; includes 
options for meeting the needs for 
change; includes a preliminary list of 
substantive issues to be analyzed in 
detail; provides information on public 
participation, including the process for 
submitting comments; provides an 
estimated schedule for the planning 
process; and describes how to obtain 
additional information. The Planning, 
Administrative Reviews, and Litigation 
System identification number for the 
project is 64039. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
March 20, 2026. Scoping for this revised 
plan will occur between now and 
release of the draft revised plan and 
draft EIS, through iterative public 
engagement opportunities, using a 
variety of methods. 

Continued coordination with 
cooperating agencies and consultation 
with Tribes and Alaska Native 
Corporations are also planned during 
this timeframe as part of scoping efforts. 
The draft revised plan and draft EIS are 
expected to be published during fall 
2026 with a 90-day comment period. 
Those comments will be used to update 
the final revised plan and EIS, which 
are expected to be available during May 
2027. These dates are subject to changes 
in the project schedule. 

The dates and times of any public 
meeting or webinar to share more 
information on the plan revision will be 
posted at https://www.fs.usda.gov/r10/ 
tongass/planning/forest-plan/plan- 
revision-public-engagements. 
Information will also be shared through 
electronic mailing lists, social media, 
and local media outlets. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments received 
in response to this notice will inform 
the Forest Service’s identification of the 
need to change the current land 
management plan, will support 
development of the proposed action 
(draft revised plan), and will help the 
agency further develop and refine 
potential substantive issues which will 
inform development of alternatives to 
the proposed action. 

Written Comments 

Individuals and entities are 
encouraged to submit comments via 
webform at https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/ 
Public/CommentInput?Project=64039. 
Hardcopy letters must be submitted to 
the following address: Tongass National 
Forest, USDA Forest Service, 648 
Mission Street, Suite 110, Federal 
Building, Ketchikan, AK 99901. For 
those submitting hand-delivered 
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comments, please call 907–519–8035 to 
make arrangements. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erin 
Mathews, Environmental Coordinator, 
via email at erin.mathews@usda.gov or 
at 907–419–8347. 

Individuals who use 
telecommunication devices for the 
hearing-impaired may call 711 to reach 
the Telecommunications Relay Service, 
24 hours a day, every day of the year, 
including holidays. For further 
information about the plan revision 
process and to view associated 
documents, go to the Tongass Plan 
Revision website at: https://
www.fs.usda.gov/r10/tongass/planning/ 
forest-plan/tongass-national-forest-plan- 
revision. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Purpose and Need for Action 

The National Forest Management Act 
of 1976 (16 U.S.C. 1604) and 2012 
Planning Rule (36 CFR 219) require that 
the Forest Service develop a land 
management plan, often called a forest 
plan, for every national forest. Land 
management plans provide strategic 
direction for management of forest 
resources and are to be revised every 15 
years thereafter to ensure plans remain 
current (36 CFR 219.7(a)). The Tongass 
Land and Resource Management Plan 
was adopted in 1979, revised in 1997, 
and amended in 2008 and 2016. The 
purpose and need for revising the 
current land management plan are: (1) 
update the land management plan that 
was last revised nearly 30 years ago; (2) 
provide strategic direction that reflects 
changes in economic, social, and 
ecological conditions, new agency 
policies and priorities, and new 
information based on monitoring and 
scientific research; and (3) to address 
the preliminary identified need to 
change to the current land management 
plan. The Notice of Intent to Prepare an 
Assessment, pursuant to the 2012 
Planning Rule, was published in the 
Federal Register on April 26, 2024 (89 
FR 32393). A draft assessment was 
posted for comment on January 10, 
2025, and based on public comments 
received, the assessment was revised 
and posted on October 16, 2025: https:// 
www.fs.usda.gov/r10/tongass/planning/ 
tongass-national-forest-plan-revision- 
assessment. 

Background 

The Tongass National Forest is the 
largest national forest in the country at 
16.7 million acres and includes 
approximately 80% of the Southeast 
Alaska panhandle. Southeast Alaska is a 
remote archipelago with approximately 

32 rural, semi-rural, and urban 
communities ranging in population 
from 18 to 31,000 residents. Nineteen 
federally recognized tribal governments 
are located within and utilize lands and 
waters of the Tongass as their traditional 
homelands. The landscape is complex, 
dominated by a largely intact temperate 
rainforest, encompassing waterways and 
over 1,000 islands, with most 
communities surrounded by the 
Tongass National Forest. Boat and air 
travel is key to transportation and 
economic prosperity. Cruise ships are 
the primary method of travel for the 
majority of the millions of tourists who 
visit the region annually. 

The Forest Service’s management of 
the Tongass National Forest strongly 
influences the rural economy, and 
culture of Southeast Alaska. Recreation, 
tourism, fisheries, and timber harvest 
are local and regional economic sectors 
that are heavily influenced by Tongass 
National Forest management. These 
commercial activities, combined with 
subsistence resources, are the core of 
Southeast Alaska’s local and regional 
economy and depend on the high 
productivity and careful stewardship of 
Tongass National Forest ecosystems. 
Tourism and recreation depend heavily 
on scenic value and healthy fish and 
wildlife populations. The Tongass 
National Forest also contains large old 
growth trees, which are highly valued 
for specialty wood products, and 
younger timber stands that together can 
support a sustainable timber sector that 
contributes to rural economies and 
culture. The high productivity of forest 
ecosystems also supports rural and 
indigenous communities with an 
abundance of natural resources. 

In working toward a revised forest 
plan for the Tongass National Forest, the 
revision team will ensure consistency 
with applicable laws, regulations, and 
executive orders. Unique to the Tongass 
is the 1990 Tongass Timber Reform Act 
(TTRA), which set requirements for 
riparian buffers from timber harvest, 
amended the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) to 
protect certain lands in the Tongass 
National Forest in perpetuity, and 
established a need to understand the 
demand for Tongass National Forest 
timber. Provisions of the TTRA and 
ANILCA will be addressed during the 
revision process. For example, a new 
long-term timber demand analysis is 
underway at the USDA Forest Service 
Pacific Northwest Research Station to 
inform the revised plan. The revision 
team will ensure consistency with 
executive orders including the 2025 
Executive Order (E.O.) 14153, 
‘‘Unleashing Alaska’s Extraordinary 

Resource Potential,’’ and E.O. 14225, 
‘‘Immediate Expansion of American 
Timber Production,’’ while considering 
resource potential and opportunities for 
rural economic development. E.O.s state 
the policy of the United States to 
maximize the development and 
production of natural resources in 
Alaska and to increase timber 
production to protect national and 
economic security. 

Proposed Action 

The proposed action is to revise the 
Tongass National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Plan to address 
the identified need to change. Public 
comment is requested on the 
preliminary need to change as described 
below. A revised plan will be 
developed, consistent with the 2012 
Planning Rule, that includes desired 
conditions, goals, objectives, standards, 
guidelines, suitability of lands for 
specific multiple uses, lands that could 
be recommended to Congress for 
inclusion into the National Wilderness 
Preservation System, and the 
identification of rivers eligible for 
inclusion into the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers system. 

The revised plan will not authorize 
any projects or actions but will guide 
future decision-making on the Tongass 
National Forest. It will inform the 
purpose and need for future actions, 
guide the design of projects, and include 
a plan monitoring program to guide the 
development of biennial land 
management plan monitoring reports. 

Alternatives 

The Forest Service will analyze a 
reasonable range of alternatives to the 
proposed action. A ‘‘no action’’ 
alternative that considers retention of 
the current land management plan will 
be analyzed along with alternatives that 
are expected to vary in how 
management emphasizes access and 
availability of resources for different 
uses. Alternatives to the proposed 
action will represent different 
approaches to addressing the 
substantive issues raised during 
opportunities to comment. 

Preliminary Need To Change 

The 2012 Planning Rule requires that 
revision of land management plans be 
informed by an identified need to 
change that reflects feedback from the 
public, Tribes and Alaska Native 
Corporations, and other governmental 
agencies. The agency seeks feedback on 
the following preliminary need to 
change. The need to change will 
continue to be refined and updated in 
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the draft and final revised plans, 
through feedback and new information. 

The preliminary need to change 
focuses on the following six interrelated 
goals: 

(1) Update and modernize the plan, 
consistent with the 2012 Planning Rule, 
by simplifying, clarifying, reorganizing, 
and reducing the number of 
management areas for concise, easy to 
follow direction. 

(2) Prioritize local and regional 
prosperity of Southeast Alaska by 
contributing to timber, minerals, 
tourism, recreation, and other important 
economic drivers. 

(3) Incorporate strategies to address 
significant changes in recreation and 
tourism, including the increase in cruise 
ship visitation. 

(4) Include plan content that 
encourages collaboration and shared 
stewardship with a variety of partners in 
pursuit of common objectives. These 
partners can include: local, state, and 
tribal governments; Alaska Native 
Corporations; industry stakeholders; 
and other non-governmental 
organizations. 

(5) Consider needs for subsistence 
uses such as hunting, fishing, and 
gathering when developing the revised 
plan. 

(6) Consider indigenous knowledge 
related to land stewardship, cultural 
issues, and culturally-significant sites. 

Additional details are provided below 
for each of these goals. 

Update and modernize the plan: The 
current Tongass Land and Resource 
Management Plan is constructed around 
18 land use designations (LUDs), which 
were added at different times to achieve 
a variety of goals. Chapter 5 was added 
during 2016, through a forest plan 
amendment, to update direction on 
young-growth timber harvest, renewable 
energy, and transportation system 
corridors. As a result of numerous 
amendments, the current forest plan has 
overlapping and sometimes confusing or 
conflicting direction. 

Simplification of the forest plan 
content and format, reducing 
overlapping direction, and improving 
clarity is needed to ensure that the plan 
is focused on integrated resource 
management within the fiscal capability 
of the unit (36 CFR 219.1(g), 219.10(a)), 
and to ensure that they are written 
clearly and without ambiguity so that a 
project’s consistency with applicable 
plan components can be easily 
determined (36 CFR 219.15(d)). 

Prioritize local and regional 
prosperity: There is a need to better 
integrate plan content with a focus on 
community prosperity that can be 
supported by Tongass National Forest 

management decisions. This could 
include updates to timber, tourism and 
recreation, and minerals, and other 
commercial uses to reflect current 
regional economic drivers. When 
considering local and regional 
prosperity, there is a need to consider 
current and possible future economic 
drivers to ensure that the Tongass 
National Forest will provide adequate 
access to resources for development and 
that plan components promote 
expeditious permitting for energy and 
natural resource developments, 
consistent with E.O.s 14153 and 14225. 

Address changes to recreation and 
tourism: The current Tongass Land and 
Resource Management Plan contain 
direction for recreation and tourism, but 
does not reflect recent growth and 
projected changes, particularly the 
increase in cruise ship tourism. Outdoor 
recreation and tourism are the biggest 
private-sector economic drivers in the 
region. The revised plan needs to 
consider how to balance recreation and 
tourism with other uses, ensuring 
sustainability of the natural 
environment and protecting the 
character of the Tongass. 

Foster shared stewardship in pursuit 
of common objectives: There are 
collaborative opportunities to meet joint 
management objectives across the 
landscape. Integration of these 
opportunities to work cooperatively 
with partners will create a land 
management plan with improved 
responsiveness to local and regional 
needs. There is a need to incorporate 
opportunities for shared stewardship, 
partnerships, and coordination of 
planning with other public planning 
efforts into the revised plan in order to 
support ecological, economic, and social 
sustainability. 

Consider needs for subsistence uses 
such as hunting, fishing, and gathering: 
As Congress found in the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act, ‘‘the continuation of the 
opportunity for subsistence uses by 
rural residents of Alaska, including both 
Natives and non-Natives, on the public 
lands and by Alaska Natives on Native 
lands is essential to Native physical, 
economic, traditional, and cultural 
existence and to non-Native physical, 
economic, traditional, and social 
existence.’’ In addition, rural 
communities of Southeast Alaska obtain 
a far higher proportion of their nutrition 
from wild sources than the national 
average. All types of non-commercial 
harvest of fish, wildlife, and plants are 
identified by Tribes, communities, 
agencies and individuals as a key 
ecosystem service on the Tongass 
National Forest that should be 

prioritized in the revised plan. While 
the current plan includes direction on 
subsistence uses, it does not provide 
direction specific to the individual 
communities and their activities within 
the Tongass National Forest. 

Consider indigenous knowledge 
related to land stewardship, cultural 
issues, and culturally significant sites: 
Indigenous knowledge will be 
considered as a form of best available 
scientific information that will 
contribute to ecologically, socially, and 
culturally informed management 
practices, which is a requirement of all 
land management plans (36 CFR 
219.4(a)(3)). There is a need to seek and 
integrate information on traditional uses 
and management of natural resources, 
including topics such as management 
and use of cultural wood, fisheries and 
wildlife habitat, and land and water 
access to locations of cultural 
importance. This information will be 
gathered through tribal government 
consultation, Alaska Native Corporation 
consultation, and other engagement 
with Alaska Natives. The revised plan 
can incorporate indigenous knowledge 
into plan components as well as 
highlight opportunities to address 
impacts identified by, and contribute to 
objectives of, federally recognized tribal 
governments, Alaska Native 
Corporations, and Alaska Native 
communities. 

Resources With No Identified 
Preliminary Need for Substantive 
Change 

Some management direction in the 
current forest plan will not be changed. 
This is the case for actions not subject 
to the discretion of the Tongass National 
Forest Supervisor. Those include 
boundaries of Congressionally- 
designated wilderness areas and Land 
Use Designation II (LUD II, established 
by statute in 1990 and 2014 to be 
managed in a roadless state to maintain 
their wildland character), as well as 
Research Natural Areas and 
Experimental Forests. No decisions will 
be made regarding the management of 
individual roads or trails such as those 
that might be associated with a Travel 
Management plan under 36 CFR part 
212. No decision regarding the 
availability of oil and gas leases will be 
made. 

There are many resources for which 
the relevant assessment information and 
monitoring suggests that there may be 
no need for substantive change, but for 
which direction would be reworded and 
reorganized. Such change is not 
substantive and will not require detailed 
analysis. Much of the current direction 
meets the intent of the 2012 Planning 
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Rule, in that it provides for 
sustainability, ecological integrity, 
diversity of plant and animal 
communities, ecosystem services, and 
multiple use, and contributes to social 
and economic sustainability. While the 
entire plan needs general updates and 
reorganization as described above, much 
existing direction needs only non- 
substantive updates. 

The topics for which relevant 
information from the assessment, 
monitoring, and input from the public, 
Tribes and other agencies suggest may 
not need substantive change, include 
the following: 

• Fish and wildlife direction, and 
species-related plan direction. While 
species of conservation concern will be 
addressed in the plan, and there may be 
changes to organization, many existing 
protective measures are expected to be 
retained. 

• The old-growth habitat 
conservation strategy. While plan 
components may be edited and LUDs 
will be revised, the intent of 
maintaining and improving old growth 
habitat reserves and corridors for 
species that depend upon them may not 
need to change. 

• Special uses, transportation, 
infrastructure, energy and minerals 
direction. These topics are guided by 
other law, regulation, or policy. 

• Direction regarding specific natural 
resources, including air quality, soils, 
geology and geologic hazards, watershed 
and riparian management areas, and 
karst management. Although most 
protective measures have been shown to 
be successful, revised direction will 
address current conditions and the best 
available science and will likely result 
in only minor management changes. 

Options for Plan Content To Address 
the Preliminary Need To Change 

The agency is sharing the following 
potential options for revised plan 
content to address, in part, the 
interrelated concerns identified in the 
preliminary need to change. The agency 
will continue to develop the revised 
plan and alternatives considering 
comments received from the public, 
cooperating agencies, Tribes and Alaska 
Native Corporations, and other 
governmental organizations on both the 
preliminary need to change and options 
for plan content. 

• Update suitability of lands for 
timber production as required in a plan 
revision (36 CFR 219.11). Updates to 
suitability will include factors such as 
changes in land ownership due to 
exchanges and transfers, updated 
vegetation mapping, and changes from 
the current LUDs to new management 

areas. Timber production estimates and 
assumptions will be reviewed, and 
timber-related metrics such as the 
sustained yield limit and projected 
timber sale quantity will be updated 
accordingly and informed by a new 
long-term timber demand analysis 
underway at the Pacific Northwest 
Research Station, as described above 
and in accordance with TTRA 
requirements. 

• Moving from the current LUD-based 
system to a new management area 
system. This would reduce the number 
of management areas (LUDs), while 
retaining most of the existing forest- 
wide direction for natural resource and 
ecosystem services management. 
Consideration is being given to 
replacing the current LUD system with 
a combination of forest-wide direction 
along with a reduced number of 
management areas as detailed below. 
Potential management areas being 
considered and on which we are 
soliciting feedback are: 

General Forest—areas for which 
timber harvest is allowed, and where 
multiple uses and natural resource 
development could occur. These areas 
would be expected to include roaded 
areas that would be maintained and 
provide access for many uses and 
unroaded areas with development 
potential. These areas are not set aside 
for conservation purposes and would 
enable industry access and local access 
to resources. The majority of the forest’s 
suitable timber base that contributes to 
the projected timber sale quantity could 
be located in this general forest area, 
guided by forest-wide direction without 
additional management area direction. 

High Use Recreation Areas—areas for 
which the plan would guide recreation 
infrastructure development and 
recreation and other special use permit 
activities. These areas would have a 
desired condition of accommodating 
many types of recreation and tourism 
activities. 

Low Use Recreation Areas—areas for 
which the plan would have limited 
infrastructure development, and the 
intent would be to provide areas 
without high levels of outfitter/guide or 
other recreation-related special use 
permits. 

Community Use Priority Areas—areas 
with increased shared stewardship and 
prioritization of local uses, developed in 
conjunction with communities. 

Old Growth Habitat Areas—areas that 
include old growth reserves and 
potentially other ecologically important 
characteristics. Within these areas, old 
growth timber harvest would be 
restricted, and other timber removal 
could occur for ecological or cultural 

benefit. Within these areas, maintenance 
and restoration of old growth forest 
structure, composition and function 
would be the priority. 

Conservation Watersheds—areas 
where the focus would be on 
watersheds and fisheries protection. 
They would incorporate watersheds of 
conservation importance for salmon and 
subsistence use of salmon. 

• Develop a framework that reflects 
changes to shifting recreation values, 
use patterns and technology, addresses 
winter recreation use and updates 
recreation and outfitter/guide capacity 
direction. This may include considering 
emerging uses and technologies, such as 
e-bikes, drones, geocaching, heliskiing, 
and others. It may also include a 
framework that is more responsive to 
changes in the tourism industry. For 
example, high and low use management 
areas could guide recreation 
infrastructure and outfitter/guide 
permitting. 

• Integrate direction found in Chapter 
5 of the current plan (2016 amendment) 
throughout the revised plan, rather than 
retain as a standalone section, 
improving consistency throughout the 
plan for management of all resources. 

• Fully integrate concepts of local 
economic and social sustainability into 
management direction including 
integrating habitat improvement for 
subsistence resources and long-term 
management of cultural use wood into 
timber management. 

• As required in the 2012 Planning 
Rule, species of conservation concern 
will be identified, and plan components 
developed to maintain or restore 
ecological conditions that contribute to 
maintaining a viable population of each 
of these species (36 CFR 219.9(c)). 

• Develop management approaches to 
support the working relationships, 
partnerships, tribal authorities, and 
communities and identify other 
opportunities to develop and meet joint 
management goals. For example, 
management approaches or frameworks 
for collaborative stewardship of natural 
resources on the Tongass National 
Forest could be described. 

• Management area direction should 
consider opportunities for shared 
stewardship. For example, goals for 
community priority management areas 
could be created as areas with increased 
shared stewardship and prioritization of 
local uses. 

• Integrate subsistence uses 
throughout the plan to ensure that 
access to these uses is maintained or 
restored. 

• Include consideration of indigenous 
perspectives of biological and cultural 
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health and land and resource 
stewardship. 

• Enhance flexibility to address 
hazardous conditions, including 
conditions in dynamic or sensitive 
ecosystems affected by increasing 
temperatures and changing precipitation 
patterns. 

• Reduce duplication with other law, 
regulation and policy but provide 
citations, where necessary (as described 
at 36 CFR 219.2(b)(2)). 

• Improve clarity of plan direction 
and reduce ambiguity so that project 
consistency with applicable plan 
direction can be more easily 
determined. 

• Remove or revise current direction 
requiring specific analyses, types of 
modeling, or inventory, which may be 
outdated, overly complex or unclear. 

• Improve clarity of plan direction on 
scenic integrity objectives, including 
updated maps and associated plan 
content. 

We are seeking public feedback on 
these potential options, and welcome 
any proposed actions or strategies 
provided by the local, state, and tribal 
governments, Alaska Native 
Corporations, communities, or non- 
governmental organizations. 

Preliminary Substantive Issues 
A Notice of Intent must include a 

preliminary list of substantive issues to 
be analyzed in detail, with a summary 
of expected impacts for each issue. The 
preliminary substantive issues 
described here are based on current 
information and public input. The 
Forest Service requests additional 
public input to help refine this list. The 
preliminary substantive issues that the 
Forest Service expects to analyze in 
detail are as follows: 

• Economic sustainability—Reflecting 
the health of ecosystem services and 
industries that rely on the productivity 
of the Tongass National Forest, 
variations between the alternatives may 
support different economic drivers to 
varying degrees and different methods 
for contributing to economic and social 
sustainability, which is a requirement of 
all land management plans (36 CFR 
219.1(c)). 

• Timber availability—Varying 
management areas, levels of watershed 
protection, areas suitable for timber 
production, and other plan content in 
the proposed action and alternatives 
may provide variable access to old 
growth versus young growth timber and 
a varied projected timber sale quantity. 

• Ecological sustainability—The 
proposed action and alternatives may 
provide different methods for 
maintenance of ecological 

sustainability, which is a requirement of 
all land management plans (36 CFR 
219.1(c)). These methods may have 
different impacts to resource use and 
availability, risk of natural hazards such 
as flooding and landslides, and climate 
resilience. Analysis will provide the 
decision maker with information to 
determine alternative selection. 

• Fisheries—including aquatic 
habitat and watershed conditions— 
Management areas and plan content in 
the proposed action and alternatives 
may have varying emphasis on 
protection of streams, riparian areas, 
and watersheds to promote healthy 
fisheries and access to fishery resources, 
including salmon. 

• Access to subsistence resources 
used for hunting, fishing and 
gathering—The proposed action and 
alternatives may provide different 
methods for protection of access to 
subsistence resources and for balancing 
conflicting uses. While the revised plan 
will not include restrictions or 
allowances for subsistence uses, it can 
include direction for other uses with 
potential effects to access to subsistence 
sites, or direction for hunting and 
fishing outfitter/guides. 

• Effects to recreation and tourism 
opportunities—Variations between the 
proposed action and alternatives may 
guide different levels and types of 
recreation and tourism and may lead to 
opportunities or restrictions varying by 
management area. Considerations will 
include the need to balance ecological, 
social, and economic sustainability of 
different types of recreation and 
tourism. 

• Designated area extent— 
Alternatives may vary based on the 
acreage of designated areas, and the 
plan components associated with those 
areas. For example, recommended 
wilderness areas or special interest areas 
may vary by alternative. 

Expected Impacts: The revised plan is 
expected to maintain or improve 
ecological, economic, social, and 
cultural sustainability. 

Scoping Comments and the Objection 
Process 

This notice of intent initiates the 
scoping process, specifically a 30-day 
feedback period, which will, in 
conjunction with public engagement 
opportunities described in ‘‘Dates’’ 
above, guide the development of the 
draft plan and EIS. The scoping process 
is conducted in accordance with the 
USDA NEPA regulations (7 CFR 
1b.7(c)). 

In this feedback period, in addition to 
comments on the preliminary need to 
change and options for plan content, the 

Forest Service is requesting input to 
support development of potential 
alternatives and evaluation of impacts, 
and identification of any relevant 
information, studies, or analyses 
concerning impacts that may affect the 
quality of the environment. 

It is important that reviewers provide 
comments at such times and in such a 
manner that they are useful to the Forest 
Service’s preparation of the preliminary 
draft revised plan and EIS. Therefore, 
comments should be provided prior to 
the close of the comment period and 
should clearly articulate the reviewer’s 
concerns and contentions. Comments 
received in response to this solicitation, 
including names and addresses of those 
who comment, will be part of the public 
record for this proposed action. The 
scoping and comment periods are 
established in a manner as not to 
preclude meeting the statutory deadline 
for completing an EIS. 

The decision to approve a revised 
plan for the Tongass National Forest 
will be subject to the objection process 
identified in 36 CFR part 219 Subpart B 
(219.50 to 219.62). According to 36 CFR 
219.53(a), those who may file an 
objection are individuals and entities 
who have submitted substantive formal 
comments related to land management 
plan revision during the opportunities 
provided for public comment, including 
this 30-day feedback period. The burden 
is on the objector to demonstrate 
compliance with requirements for 
objections (36 CFR 219.53). Comments 
submitted anonymously will be 
accepted and considered; however, they 
do not establish eligibility to file an 
objection. 

Related Regulatory Actions 
The Forest Service released a notice of 

intent on August 29, 2025, to prepare an 
environmental impact statement for 
proposed rulemaking to rescind the 
2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule 
(2001 Roadless Rule) (https://
www.federalregister.gov/documents/ 
2025/08/29/2025-16581/special-areas- 
roadless-area-conservation-national- 
forest-system-lands). The proposed 
rulemaking would remove prohibitions 
on road construction, road 
reconstruction, and timber harvesting 
within inventoried roadless areas 
(IRAs), including 9.3 million acres of 
land currently identified as IRAs in the 
Tongass National Forest. In addition, 
E.O. 14153, ‘‘Unleashing Alaska’s 
Extraordinary Resource Potential,’’ 
directs the Secretary to reinstate the 
2020 Alaska Roadless Rule, which 
exempted the Tongass from the 2001 
Roadless Rule (until it was later 
rescinded). The proposed nation-wide 
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recission of the 2001 Roadless Rule 
would have the same result as 
reinstating the 2020 Alaska Roadless 
Rule for the Tongass National Forest 
and meet the intent of the E.O. 

The EIS for the revised plan will 
analyze one or more alternatives that do 
not include IRA designations so final 
decision on the revised plan can align 
with the outcome of the rulemaking 
process. 

Cooperating and Participating Agencies 

The Forest Service is the lead agency 
for this proposed action. Cooperating 
agencies include the State of Alaska, 
City and Borough of Wrangell, City of 
Ketchikan, and the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Other governmental 
agencies, including tribal governments, 
may request to participate as a 
cooperating agency by contacting 
Marion Glaser at marion.glaser@
usda.gov or 907–519–8035. 

Responsible Official 

The Responsible Official is Monique 
Nelson, Forest Supervisor, Tongass 
National Forest Supervisor’s Office, 648 
Mission St., Ste. 110, Ketchikan, AK 
99901, 907–225–3101. 

Nature of Decision To Be Made 

The Tongass National Forest is 
revising its land management plan and 
preparing an EIS to evaluate the effects 
of the revision. The EIS is meant to 
inform the forest supervisor’s decision 
regarding which alternative best 
maintains and restores National Forest 
System terrestrial and aquatic resources 
while providing ecosystem services and 
multiple uses, as required by the 
National Forest Management Act and 
the Multiple Use Sustained Yield Act. 
The revised plan will describe the 
strategic intent of managing the forest 
for the next 10 to 15 years and will 
address the identified need to change to 
the current land management plan. 

The revised plan will not replace 
applicable laws and regulations. The 
authorization of project-level activities 
will be based on the guidance and 
direction contained in the revised plan 
but will only occur through subsequent 
project-specific analysis and decision- 
making, consistent with the National 
Environmental Policy Act. No decisions 
will be made regarding the management 
of individual roads or trails such as 
those that might be associated with a 
Travel Management Plan under 36 CFR 
part 212. No decision regarding the 

availability of oil and gas leases will be 
made. 

Lisa Northrop, 
Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest 
System. 
[FR Doc. 2026–03197 Filed 2–17–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3411–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Rural Utilities Service 

[Docket No. RUS–26–TELECOM–0001] 

Notice of Request for Extension of a 
Currently Approved Information 
Collection 

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice and request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS) invites comments on this 
extension to a currently approved 
information collection package for the 
Broadband Technical Assistance 
Program (BTA Program). The BTA 
Program provides financial assistance to 
technical assistance providers and rural 
communities to promote the expansion 
of broadband service into unserved rural 
areas. 
DATES: Comments on this notice must be 
received by April 20, 2026 to be assured 
of consideration. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Adyam Negasi, Regulations 
Management Division, Innovation 
Center, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Email: adyam.negasi@usda.gov. 
Telephone: (202) 221–9298. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office 
of Management and Budget’s (OMB) 
regulation (5 CFR part 1320) 
implementing provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. 
L. 104–13) requires that interested 
members of the public and affected 
agencies have an opportunity to 
comment on information collection and 
recordkeeping activities (see 5 CFR 
1320.8(d)). This notice identifies an 
information collection that RUS will 
submit to OMB for regular approval. 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the Agency, 
including whether the information will 
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of 
the Agency’s estimate of the burden of 
the proposed collection of information 
including validity of the methodology 
and assumptions used; (c) ways to 
enhance the quality, utility and clarity 

of the information to be collected; and 
(d) ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including through the 
use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 

Comments may be sent by the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal, 
www.regulations.gov. In the ‘‘Search’’ 
box, type in the Docket No. RUS–26– 
TELECOM–0001. and click the ‘‘Search’’ 
button. From the search results: click on 
or locate the document title and select 
the ‘‘Comment’’ button. To submit a 
comment: Insert comments under the 
‘‘Comment’’ title. Information on using 
regulations.gov, including instructions 
for accessing documents, submitting 
comments, and viewing the docket after 
the close of the comment period, is 
available through the site’s ‘‘FAQ’’ link. 

Title: Broadband Technical Assistance 
Program. 

OMB Control Number: 0572–0160. 
Type of Request: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Abstract: The Rural Utilities Service 

administers the Broadband Technical 
Assistance Program (BTA Program) as 
authorized pursuant to the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(Pub. L. 117–58). The purpose of the 
program is to provide financial 
assistance to technical assistance 
providers and rural communities to 
promote the expansion of broadband 
service into unserved rural areas. 
Program funds must be used to support 
broadband technical assistance 
activities which include, but are not 
limited to, project planning and 
community engagement, operations 
support, financial sustainability, 
environmental compliance, construction 
and engineering, accessing federal 
resources, and data collection and 
reporting. 

The reporting burden covered by this 
collection of information consists of 
forms, documents and written burden to 
support a request for funding for BTA 
Program assistance. This information 
collection will be used to obtain 
information necessary to evaluate 
applications to determine the eligibility 
of the applicant and the project for the 
program and to qualitatively assess the 
project’s technical and financial merit to 
determine which projects should be 
funded. 

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting 
burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 2.638 hours per 
response. 

Respondents: Respondents for this 
data my include Tribes and Tribal 
Entities, state or local governments, a 
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