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Jewell, 248 F. Supp. 3d. 946, 959 (D. 
Ariz. 2017) because, in reaching this 
conclusion, we did not apply the 
aspects of the Final Policy on 
Interpretation of the Phrase ‘‘Significant 
Portion of Its Range’’ in the Endangered 
Species Act’s Definitions of 
‘‘Endangered Species’’ and ‘‘Threatened 
Species’’ (79 FR 37578; July 1, 2014), 
including the definition of ‘‘significant’’ 
that those court decisions held to be 
invalid. 

Determination of Status 
Based on the best scientific and 

commercial data available, we 
determine that the wood stork does not 
meet the definition of an endangered 
species or a threatened species in 
accordance with sections 3(6) and 3(20) 
of the Act. In accordance with our 
regulations at 50 CFR 424.11(e)(2) 
currently in effect, the wood stork has 
recovered to the point at which it no 
longer meets the definition of an 
endangered species or a threatened 
species. Therefore, we are removing the 
wood stork from the Federal List of 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife. 

Effects of This Rule 
This rule revises 50 CFR 17.11(h) by 

removing the wood stork from the 
Federal List of Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife. On the effective 
date of this rule (see DATES, above), the 
prohibitions and conservation measures 
provided by the Act, particularly 
through sections 7 and 9, will no longer 
apply to this species. Federal agencies 
will no longer be required to consult 
with the Service under section 7 of the 
Act in the event that activities they 
authorize, fund, or carry out may affect 
the wood stork. 

There is no critical habitat designated 
for this species, so there will be no 
effect to 50 CFR 17.95. Removal of the 
wood stork from the List of Endangered 
and Threatened Wildlife does not affect 
the protection given to all migratory 
bird species under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. 

Post-Delisting Monitoring 
Section 4(g)(1) of the Act requires us, 

in cooperation with the States, to 
implement a monitoring program for not 
less than 5 years for all species that have 
been recovered. Post-delisting 
monitoring (PDM) refers to activities 
undertaken to verify that a species 
delisted due to recovery remains secure 
from the risk of extinction after the 
protections of the Act no longer apply. 
The primary goal of PDM is to monitor 
the species to ensure that its status does 
not deteriorate, and if a decline is 
detected, to take measures to halt the 

decline so that proposing it as 
endangered or threatened is not again 
needed. If at any time during the 
monitoring period, data indicate that 
protective status under the Act should 
be reinstated, we can initiate listing 
procedures, including, if appropriate, 
emergency listing. 

We have prepared a PDM plan for the 
wood stork. We published notification 
of the availability of a draft PDM plan 
with the proposed delisting rule (88 FR 
9830, February 15, 2023), and we did 
not receive any comments on the plan. 
Therefore, we consider the plan final. 
As discussed in the proposed rule, the 
PDM plan: (1) Summarizes the status of 
the wood stork at the time of proposed 
delisting; (2) describes frequency and 
duration of monitoring; (3) discusses 
monitoring methods and potential 
sampling regimes; (4) defines what 
potential triggers will be evaluated to 
address the need for additional 
monitoring; (5) outlines reporting 
requirements and procedures; (6) 
proposes a schedule for implementing 
the PDM plan; and (7) defines 
responsibilities. It is our intent to work 
with our partners towards maintaining 
the recovered status of the wood stork. 

Required Determinations 

Government-to-Government 
Relationship With Tribes 

In accordance with the President’s 
memorandum of April 29, 1994 
(‘‘Government-to-Government Relations 
With Native American Tribal 
Governments;’’ 59 FR 22951, May 4, 
1994), E.O. 13175 (‘‘Consultation and 
Coordination with Indian Tribal 
Governments’’), the President’s 
memorandum of November 30, 2022 
(‘‘Uniform Standards for Tribal 
Consultation;’’ 87 FR 74479, December 
5, 2022), and the Department of the 
Interior’s manual at 512 DM 2, we 
readily acknowledge our responsibility 
to communicate meaningfully with 
federally recognized Tribes and Alaska 
Native Corporations on a government- 
to-government basis. In accordance with 
S.O. 3206 of June 5, 1997 (‘‘American 
Indian Tribal Rights, Federal-Tribal 
Trust Responsibilities, and the 
Endangered Species Act’’), we readily 
acknowledge our responsibilities to 
work directly with Tribes in developing 
programs for healthy ecosystems, to 
acknowledge that Tribal lands are not 
subject to the same controls as Federal 
public lands, to remain sensitive to 
Indian culture, and to make information 
available to Tribes. We informed the 
Seminole Indian Tribe of Florida and 
Miccosukee Indian Tribe of Florida in 
November 2019 that the wood stork 

assessment had been initiated, and 
invited their participation. In February 
2021, we contacted affected Tribes with 
an opportunity to review the draft SSA 
report and received no responses. FWS 
received no comments from Tribes 
during the public comment period on 
the proposed delisting rule. 

References Cited 

A complete list of references cited in 
this rulemaking is available on the 
internet at https://www.regulations.gov 
under Docket No. FWS–R4–ES–2022– 
0099 and upon request from the Florida 
Ecological Services Field Office (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT). 

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17 

Endangered and threatened species, 
Exports, Imports, Plants, Reporting and 
recordkeeping requirements, 
Transportation, Wildlife. 

Regulation Promulgation 

Accordingly, we amend part 17, 
subchapter B of chapter I, title 50 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, as set forth 
below: 

PART 17—ENDANGERED AND 
THREATENED WILDLIFE AND PLANTS 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 17 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361–1407; 1531– 
1544; and 4201–4245, unless otherwise 
noted. 

§ 17.11 [Amended] 

■ 2. In § 17.11, in paragraph (h), amend 
the List of Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife by removing the entry for 
‘‘Stork, wood [Southeast U.S. DPS]’’ 
under BIRDS. 

Brian Nesvik, 
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–02588 Filed 2–9–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4333–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 635 
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Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; 
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries; 
Longline Category Quota Transfer 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
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ACTION: Temporary rule; quota transfer. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is transferring 30.8 
metric tons (mt) of Atlantic bluefin tuna 
(BFT) quota from the Reserve category 
to the Longline category. With this 
transfer, the adjusted Longline category 
quota for the 2026 fishing season is 
240.1 mt and the adjusted Reserve 
category quota is 7.4 mt. The 2026 BFT 
Longline category is open until 
December 31, 2026, or until the 
Longline category quota is reached, 
whichever comes first. NMFS will 
distribute the transferred quota to 
permitted Atlantic Tunas Longline 
vessels with recent fishing activity. As 
a result of this transfer, each associated 
Individual Bluefin Quota (IBQ) account 
will receive 893 pounds (lbs) (0.4 mt) of 
IBQ. Note that NMFS intends to take 
separate action as soon as possible in 
2026 to consider modifying the baseline 
BFT quota consistent with the quota 
adopted at the 2025 International 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
annual meeting. 

DATES: The quota transfer is effective 
February 9, 2026, through December 31, 
2026. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Larry Redd, Jr., (larry.redd@noaa.gov), 
Ann Williamson (ann.williamson@
noaa.gov), Tobey Curtis (tobey.curtis@
noaa.gov), or Brad McHale 
(brad.mchale@noaa.gov) by email or by 
phone at 301–427–8503. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Atlantic 
BFT fisheries are managed under the 
2006 Consolidated HMS Fishery 
Management Plan (HMS FMP) and its 
amendments, pursuant to the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act; 16 U.S.C. 1801 
et seq.) and consistent with the Atlantic 
Tunas Convention Act (ATCA; 16 U.S.C. 
971 et seq.). ATCA is the implementing 
statute for binding recommendations of 
the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. HMS 
implementing regulations are at 50 CFR 
part 635. Section 635.27(a) divides the 
U.S. BFT quota, established by the 
ICCAT and as implemented by the 
United States among the various 
domestic fishing categories, per the 
allocations established in the HMS FMP 
and its amendments. NMFS is required 
under the Magnuson-Stevens Act at 16 
U.S.C. 1854(g)(1)(D) to provide U.S. 
fishing vessels with a reasonable 
opportunity to harvest quotas under 
relevant international fishery 
agreements such as the ICCAT 
Convention, which is implemented 
domestically pursuant to ATCA. 

As described in § 635.27(a), the 
current baseline U.S. BFT quota is 
1,316.14 mt (not including the 25 mt 
ICCAT allocated to the United States to 
account for bycatch of BFT in pelagic 
longline fisheries in the Northeast 
Distant Gear Restricted Area). The 
baseline quotas for the Longline and 
Reserve categories are 209.3 mt and 38.2 
mt, respectively. The Longline category 
quota is intended to be used for 
incidental catch of BFT as longline 
vessels must use IBQ to account for 
their incidental BFT landings and dead 
discards while fishing for swordfish, 
bigeye tuna, and yellowfin tuna (see 
§ 635.15). 

Separate from this action, NMFS is 
working on a rulemaking that would 
implement the 2025 ICCAT 
recommendation (Recommendation 25– 
05) regarding western BFT management. 
Consistent with that recommendation, 
the separate rulemaking action would 
consider increasing the baseline U.S. 
BFT quota from 1,316.14 mt to 1,509.98 
mt and adjusting any subquotas as 
needed accordingly. In the next few 
months, NMFS expects to issue a 
proposed rule regarding the overall 
quota increase and resulting subquota 
calculations. Any final rule 
implementing ICCAT Recommendation 
25–05 would likely be effective in mid- 
2026 or later. 

Transfer From the Reserve Category to 
the Longline Category 

Under § 635.27(a)(8), NMFS has the 
authority to transfer quota among 
fishing categories or subcategories after 
considering determination criteria 
provided under § 635.27(a)(7). In this 
action, NMFS is transferring 30.8 mt 
from the Reserve category to the 
Longline category. This transfer results 
in 240.1 mt (209.3 mt + 30.8 mt = 240.1 
mt) being available for the Longline 
category through December 31, 2026, or 
until the Longline category quota is 
reached, whichever comes first. This 
transfer also results in 7.4 mt (38.2 mt— 
30.8 mt = 7.4 mt) being available in the 
Reserve category through the remainder 
of 2026 fishing year, unless modified in 
another action. As required and 
described below, NMFS has considered 
all of the relevant determination criteria 
and their applicability to this inseason 
quota transfer. 

Unlike transfers made to avoid a 
closure (§ 635.27(a)(7)(ii)), this transfer 
is instead a proactive measure to 
increase flexibility in the availability of 
IBQ early in the year within the current 
quota levels. In recent years, NMFS has 
received feedback from some vessel 
owners that pelagic longline fishery 
participants may be taking less fishing 

trips at the beginning of the year due to 
higher abundances of BFT on fishing 
grounds that could result in more BFT 
interactions. Under this scenario, 
vessels may be concerned that they will 
not have enough IBQ to account for BFT 
retained or discarded dead later in the 
year. The ability of pelagic longline 
vessel owners to account for BFT with 
allocated quota or to lease IBQ at an 
affordable price is key to the success of 
the IBQ Program and thus to optimize 
fishing opportunities. Note, as part of 
the IBQ Program, Atlantic Tunas 
Longline permit holders may lease 
available quota allocations to other 
permit holders that either received or 
did not receive IBQ allocation (see 
635.15(g)). As such, this proactive 
transfer could optimize current fishing 
opportunities (§ 635.27(a)(7)(x)), and 
facilitate quota accounting 
(§ 635.27(a)(7)(xi) and (xii)). 
Specifically, this quota transfer would 
contribute to full accounting of BFT 
catch by vessels that accrue quota debt 
(i.e., reduce quota debt), enhance the 
likelihood that share recipients will 
lease IBQ to others in order to avoid 
quota debt, and reduce uncertainty in 
the pelagic longline fishery as a whole. 
Furthermore, this transfer considers 
variations in seasonal distribution, 
abundance, or migration patterns of BFT 
(§ 635.27(a)(7)(vii). Transferring quota 
early in 2026 helps to address the 
diversity of the fishery with respect to 
the timing of those fishing earlier in the 
year when there tends to be more BFT 
available on fishing grounds. As 
discussed in more detail in the section 
below, the additional quota will be 
distributed to vessels with recent fishing 
activity in the Longline category to help 
vessel owners account for BFT catch 
while fostering conditions in which 
permit holders become more willing to 
lease IBQ to other vessels through the 
IBQ system. 

Longline vessels must use IBQ to 
account for their incidental BFT 
landings and dead discards while 
fishing for swordfish, bigeye tuna, and 
yellowfin tuna. Under § 635.15(f)(2), 
vessels in the pelagic longline fishery 
account for bycatch of BFT using IBQ on 
a quarterly basis. For the first fishing 
trip in a calendar year quarter, as 
defined at § 635.15(f)(2), a vessel is not 
allowed to fish with pelagic longline 
gear if it does not have the minimum 
IBQ allocation available (i.e., 276 lb ww 
(0.125 mt ww) to depart on a fishing trip 
in the Atlantic and 551 lb ww (0.25 mt 
ww) to depart on a fishing trip in the 
Gulf of America). Transferring 30.8 mt 
of quota from the Reserve category and 
distributing that quota to vessels with 
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recent fishing activity in the Longline 
category could provide limited 
additional opportunities to harvest 
swordfish, bigeye tuna, and yellowfin 
tuna without exceeding the U.S. BFT 
quota available to account for incidental 
BFT catch during those operations. 

Regarding the projected ability of the 
vessels fishing under the Longline 
category to harvest the additional 
amount of BFT quota transferred before 
the end of the fishing year 
(§ 635.27(a)(7)(iii)), NMFS considered 
Longline category BFT landings over the 
last several years and landings to date 
this year. Since BFT landings in the 
Longline category are incidental in 
nature, landings are highly variable and 
depend on access to target species 
(swordfish, bigeye tuna, and yellowfin 
tuna), fishing conditions, and the area 
being fished, among other factors. By 
transferring quota now, NMFS 
anticipates that the Longline category 
permit holders would have quota 
sufficient to encourage leasing between 
permit holders, without limiting NMFS’ 
ability to meet other needs with the 
Reserve quota for the remainder of the 
year. Specifically, transferring more 
quota now may provide permit holders 
more certainty that they will have 
enough IBQ to account for BFT retained 
or discarded dead throughout the year, 
which may result in more leases of IBQ 
to other vessels that need IBQ to go 
fishing for target species earlier in the 
year. 

NMFS also considered the estimated 
amounts by which quotas for other gear 
categories of the fishery might be 
exceeded (§ 635.27(a)(7)(iv)) and the 
ability to account for all 2026 landings 
and dead discards (§ 635.27(a)(7)(xi)). 
With the exception of 2024, the total 
U.S. BFT landings in recent years are 
typically below the available U.S. quota 
such that the United States has carried 
forward the maximum amount of 
underharvest allowed by ICCAT from 
one year to the next. When total U.S. 
BFT landings are above the available 
U.S. quota, the United States reduces 
the next year’s quota by the overharvest 
amount. NMFS will need to account for 
2026 landings and dead discards within 
the adjusted U.S. quota, consistent with 
ICCAT recommendations, and 
anticipates having sufficient quota to do 
that. This quota transfer, which is 
within current quota levels, would 
reduce the likelihood of vessels using 
all their IBQ allocation early in the year, 
enhance the likelihood that share 
recipients will lease some of their IBQ 
allocation to others, and reduce 
uncertainty in the pelagic longline 
fishery as a whole. 

NMFS also considered the effects of 
the transfer on the BFT stock and on 
accomplishing the objectives of the 
HMS FMP (§ 635.27(a)(7)(v) and (vi)). 
This transfer would be within the 
established quotas and subquotas, 
which are implemented consistent with 
ICCAT recommendations, ATCA, and 
the objectives of the HMS FMP and 
amendments. In establishing these 
quotas and subquotas and associated 
management measures, ICCAT and 
NMFS considered the best scientific 
information available, objectives for 
stock management and status, and 
effects on the stock. This quota transfer 
is in line with the established 
management measures and stock status 
determinations. 

Another consideration is the objective 
of providing opportunities to harvest the 
available Longline category quota 
without exceeding the annual BFT 
quota, based on the objectives of the 
HMS FMP and its amendments, 
including the National Standard 1 
requirement to achieve optimum yield 
from each fishery on a continuing basis. 
An inseason transfer of quota to the 
Longline category at this time would 
optimize fishing opportunities for the 
pelagic longline fishery, allow more 
efficient access to target species (e.g., 
swordfish and yellowfin tuna), 
contribute to full accounting for BFT 
landings and dead discards, and reduce 
uncertainty in the pelagic longline 
fishery as a whole, thus facilitating the 
achieving of optimum yield. Quota 
transferred from the Reserve category 
and distributed directly to vessels with 
recent fishing activity should reduce 
situations where fishing opportunities 
for target species such as swordfish and 
yellowfin tuna are constrained by a 
vessel not having its own IBQ allocation 
or by a fishery participant not finding 
affordable quota (or sufficient quota) for 
lease. 

Distribution of Transferred Quota 
Within the Longline Category 

Under § 635.15(e)(2), NMFS may 
distribute quota that is transferred 
inseason to the Longline category to all 
IBQ shareholders or to all permitted 
Atlantic Tunas Longline vessels that are 
determined to have any recent fishing 
activity in the previous year. Also under 
§ 635.15(e)(2), any distribution of quota 
transferred inseason will be equal 
among eligible IBQ shareholders or 
active vessels. As described below, 
NMFS has considered all of the relevant 
factors provided under § 635.15(e)(2) to 
determine the distribution of quota in 
this inseason quota transfer. After 
considering all of the relevant factors, 
NMFS has decided to distribute the 30.8 

mt of quota transferred from the Reserve 
category to Atlantic Tunas Longline 
vessels with recent fishing activity as 
these vessels most likely need quota in 
order to account for BFT interactions. 
These participants should receive their 
equal distribution of 893 lbs (0.4 mt) in 
their IBQ account shortly. 

In 2022, NMFS published a final rule 
for Amendment 13 to the HMS FMP 
(Amendment 13), which among other 
things, implemented an annual dynamic 
determination of IBQ shares based upon 
each individual permitted vessel’s 
fishing effort using the number of 
pelagic longline sets, relative to the total 
amount of pelagic longline sets fishery- 
wide. NMFS has considered all relevant 
data sources consistent with 
§ 635.15(e)(2), and has determined that 
76 vessels have recent fishing activity in 
the pelagic longline fishery. These 76 
vessels have already received a 2026 
IBQ allocation. 

In reviewing the previous and current 
BFT landings and dead discards in the 
longline fishery, preliminary data 
indicate that these 76 pelagic longline 
vessels continuously interact with BFT 
across the year. NMFS expects that 
these vessels and any vessels that lease 
IBQ will likely also interact with BFT 
early in 2026. These 76 vessels account 
for BFT catches using IBQ, as required 
by the regulations at § 635.15(f)(3)(i). 
Distributing quota to active vessels 
provides a focused and efficient 
distribution of quota to those that need 
it and will help reduce uncertainty and 
facilitate better business decisions and a 
more effective leasing program for the 
remainder of the year. Alternatively, 
distributing quota to permitted vessels 
that have not actively fished recently 
and do not otherwise have 2026 IBQ 
allocation would reduce the amount of 
IBQ given to each vessel and therefore 
may not provide the benefits expected 
by the transfer as stated above. 

Regarding the annual amounts of IBQ 
allocation and the amount of BFT quota 
in Reserve category quota, NMFS 
considered that the annual amount of 
Longline category quota allocated in the 
IBQ system for 2025 and 2026 is the 
baseline Longline category quota of 
209.3 mt (not including the 25 mt for 
the NED). The Reserve category quota 
totals 38.2 mt. Although this transfer 
will reduce the Reserve category quota 
to 7.4 mt, NMFS anticipates having 
sufficient quota available in the Reserve 
category for any future transfers, as 
appropriate. As described above, NMFS 
is currently working on a rulemaking to 
implement ICCAT Recommendation 25– 
05. This rulemaking would consider an 
increase to the U.S. BFT quota and 
subquotas, including the Reserve and 
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Longline category quotas, as 
appropriate. 

Monitoring and Reporting 
NMFS will continue to monitor the 

BFT fishery closely. Per 
§ 635.5(b)(2)(i)(A), dealers are required 
to submit landing reports within 24 
hours of a dealer receiving BFT. Late 
reporting by dealers compromises 
NMFS’ ability to timely implement 
actions such as quota and retention 
limit adjustments, as well as closures, 
and may result in enforcement actions. 
Additionally, and separate from the 
dealer reporting requirement, pelagic 
longline vessel owners are required per 
§ 635.35(a)(4) to report their own catch 
of all BFT through VMS. Longline 
category permit holders are reminded 
that all BFT discarded dead must be 
reported through VMS, and accounted 
for in the online IBQ system, consistent 
with requirements at § 635.15(a). 

Depending on the level of fishing 
effort and catch rates of BFT, NMFS 
may determine that additional 
adjustments are necessary to ensure 
available quota is not exceeded or to 
enhance scientific data collection from, 
and fishing opportunities in, all 
geographic areas. If needed, subsequent 
adjustments will be published in the 
Federal Register. In addition, fishermen 
may access https://
hmspermits.noaa.gov, for updates on 
quota monitoring and inseason 
adjustments. 

Classification 
NMFS issues this action pursuant to 

section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1855(d)) and regulations 
at 50 CFR part 635 and this action is 
exempt from review under Executive 
Order 12866. 

The Assistant Administrator for 
NMFS (AA) finds that pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there is good cause to 
waive prior notice and opportunity to 
provide comment on this action, as 
notice and comment would be 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest. Specifically, the regulations 
implementing the HMS FMP and 
amendments provide for inseason 
adjustments and quota transfers, 
including for the longline category, to 
respond to the unpredictable nature of 
BFT availability on the fishing grounds, 
the migratory nature of this species, the 
regional variations in the BFT fishery, 
and the need to optimize fishing 
opportunity. Providing prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest as this fishery is currently 
underway and a quota transfer needs to 
happen early in the year to facilitate 

effective leasing and more certainty in 
operational decisions. Delaying this 
action could result in adverse impacts 
for those permitted Atlantic Tunas 
Longline vessels that would otherwise 
have an opportunity to reduce or resolve 
quota debt, lease quota to other vessels, 
as well as delay potential beneficial 
effects like the ability for vessel 
operators to make plans for their 
participation in target fisheries for other 
species later this year. Additionally, a 
delay in implementing this transfer 
would preclude the fishery from 
harvesting target species that are 
currently available on fishing grounds 
(i.e., due to IBQ constraints). This action 
does not raise conservation and 
management concerns and would 
support effective management of the 
BFT fishery. Transferring quota from the 
Reserve category to the Longline 
category does not affect the overall 
ICCAT-allocated U.S. BFT quota. NMFS 
notes that the public had an opportunity 
to comment on the underlying 
rulemakings that established the IBQ 
program, U.S. BFT quota and the 
inseason adjustment criteria. 

For all of the above reasons, the AA 
finds that pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), 
there is good cause to waive the 30-day 
delay in effective date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 1801 
et seq. 

Dated: February 6, 2026. 
David R. Blankinship, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–02626 Filed 2–9–26; 8:45 am] 
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Total Allowable Catch 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; inseason 
adjustment; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is adjusting the 2026 
total allowable catch (TAC) amounts for 
the Gulf of Alaska (GOA) Pacific cod 
fisheries. This action is necessary 

because NMFS has determined that 
TACs are incorrectly specified, as they 
are not informed by the most recent 
Pacific cod stock assessment, and that 
adjustments to TACs are necessary to 
prevent harvest of incorrectly specified 
TACs. This action will ensure the GOA 
Pacific cod TACs are based on the best 
scientific information available 
concerning the stock status for Pacific 
cod in the GOA. This action is 
consistent with the goals and objectives 
of the Fishery Management Plan for 
Groundfish of the GOA (FMP). 
DATES: Effective February 10, 2026, 
through 1200 hours, A.l.t., March 17, 
2026, unless otherwise modified or 
superseded through publication of the 
final 2026 and 2027 harvest 
specifications for GOA groundfish in the 
Federal Register. 

Comments must be received no later 
than February 25, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on this document, identified by docket 
number NOAA–NMFS–2024–0124 by 
any of the following methods: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to 
https://www.regulations.gov and enter 
NOAA–NMFS–2024–0124 in the Search 
box. Click on the ‘‘Comment’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

• Mail: Submit written comments to 
Gretchen Harrington, Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, Alaska Region NMFS. Mail 
comments to P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, 
AK 99802–1668. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/ 
A’’ in the required fields if you wish to 
remain anonymous). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Abby Jahn, 907–586–7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the FMP prepared and 
recommended by the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council (Council) 
under authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:02 Feb 09, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00054 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\10FER1.SGM 10FER1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
9W

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
U

LE
S

https://hmspermits.noaa.gov
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov

		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-02-10T00:47:52-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




