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Viewing material in the docket. To 
view available documents, find the 
docket as described in the previous 
paragraph, and then select ‘‘Supporting 
& Related Material’’ in the Document 
Type column. We will post public 
comments in our online docket. 
Additional information is on the https:// 
www.regulations.gov Frequently Asked 
Questions web page. 

Personal information. We accept 
anonymous comments. Comments we 
post to https://www.regulations.gov will 
include any personal information you 
have provided. For more about privacy 
and submissions to the docket in 
response to this document, see DHS’s 
eRulemaking System of Records notice 
(85 FR 14226, March 11, 2020). 

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 165 
Harbors, Marine safety, Navigation 

(water), Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Security measures, 
Waterways. 

For the reasons discussed in the 
preamble, the Coast Guard is proposing 
to amend 33 CFR part 165 as follows: 

PART 165—REGULATED NAVIGATION 
AREAS AND LIMITED ACCESS AREAS 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 165 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 46 U.S.C. 70034, 70051, 70124; 
33 CFR 1.05–1, 6.04–1, 6.04–6, and 160.5; 
Department of Homeland Security Delegation 
No. 00170.1, Revision No. 01.4. 

■ 2. Add § 165.T05–0018 to read as 
follows: 

§ 165.T05–0018 Safety Zone; Inner Harbor, 
Baltimore, MD. 

(a) Location. The following area is a 
safety zone: All waters of the Inner 
Harbor, encompassed by a line 
connecting the following points: 
beginning at Inner Harbor Pier 6 at 
position latitude 39°16′59″ N, longitude 
076°36′12″ W, thence south to the 
Harborview Towers pier at latitude 
39°16′41″ N, longitude 076°36′12″ W, 
thence northerly and easterly along the 
shoreline to and terminating at the point 
of origin, located in Baltimore, MD. 
These coordinates are based on the 
World Geodetic System (WGS 84)/North 
American Datum 83 (NAD 83). 

(b) Definitions. As used in this 
section, designated representative 
means a Coast Guard Patrol 
Commander, including a Coast Guard 
coxswain, petty officer, or other officer 
operating a Coast Guard vessel and a 
Federal, State, and local officer 
designated by or assisting the Captain of 
the Port Sector Maryland-National 
Capital Region (COTP) in the 
enforcement of the safety zone. 

(c) Regulations. (1) Under the general 
safety zone regulations in subpart C of 
this part, you may not enter the safety 
zone described in paragraph (a) of this 
section unless authorized by the COTP 
or the COTP’s designated representative. 

(2) To seek permission to enter, 
contact the COTP or the COTP’s 
representative on VHF–FM channel 16 
or by telephone at (410) 576–2693. 
Those in the safety zone must comply 
with all lawful orders or directions 
given to them by the COTP or the 
COTP’s designated representative. 

(d) Enforcement period. This section 
will be enforced as needed from June 
24, 2026, to July 1, 2026. 

Dated: January 22, 2026. 
Patrick C. Burkett, 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Captain of the 
Port, Sector Maryland—National Capital 
Region. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01882 Filed 1–29–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 9110–04–P 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS 

38 CFR Part 4 

RIN 2900–AS40 

Providing a Minimum Evaluation for 
Bradycardia 

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs. 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) proposes to revise 
diagnostic code (DC) 7009, Bradycardia 
(Bradyarrhythmia), to provide a 
minimum 10% evaluation after 
pacemaker implantation. This revision 
will allow VA to align DC 7009 with DC 
7018, Implantable cardiac pacemakers. 
VA also proposes to remove Note (1) 
found under DC 7009. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
March 31, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
through www.regulations.gov under RIN 
2900–AS40. That website includes a 
plain-language summary of this 
rulemaking. Instructions for accessing 
agency documents, submitting 
comments, and viewing the rulemaking 
docket are available on 
www.regulations.gov under ‘‘FAQ.’’ 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Argentina Hauser and Cintia Darlington, 
Veterans Benefit Administration, (202) 
461–9700. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 
VA published a final rule in the 

Federal Register at 86 FR 54089 on 

September 30, 2021, that amended the 
portion of the rating schedule that 
addresses the cardiovascular system and 
added DC 7009 to evaluate symptomatic 
bradyarrhythmia that requires 
pacemaker implantation. Bradycardia is 
characterized by a resting heart rate 
slower than 60 beats per minute, and 
bradyarrhythmia is a slow heart rate 
resulting from an irregular heartbeat or 
arrhythmia. See ‘‘Bradyarrhythmia,’’ 
Cleveland Clinic, https://my.cleveland
clinic.org/health/diseases/23349- 
bradyarrhythmia (last visited January 
12, 2026). Like other types of 
arrhythmias or heart conditions, 
providers may recommend pacemaker 
implantation to help regulate and 
maintain a healthy heartrate. Id.; see 
also ‘‘Pacemakers, Who Needs Them,’’ 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute, https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/ 
health/pacemakers/who-needs (last 
visited January 12, 2026). 

Prior to establishing this new DC, VA 
evaluated bradyarrhythmia requiring 
pacemaker implantation under DC 7018, 
Implantable cardiac pacemakers. 
Therefore, VA intended to mirror the 
criteria within DC 7018, which allowed 
VA to properly evaluate 
bradyarrhythmia while distinguishing it 
from other arrhythmias. However, VA 
did not provide a minimum evaluation 
under DC 7009. 

II. Minimum Evaluation 
VA is proposing to add a minimum 

10% evaluation under DC 7009 after 
pacemaker implantation. Currently, VA 
uses DC 7009 to assign a temporary 
100% evaluation for one month 
following hospital discharge for 
implantation or re-implantation of a 
pacemaker. Thereafter, VA evaluates the 
condition using the General Rating 
Formula for Diseases of the Heart with 
no minimum evaluation. However, 
under DC 7018, VA assigns a temporary 
100% evaluation for one month 
following hospital discharge for 
implantation or re-implantation of a 
pacemaker, but thereafter VA evaluates 
the condition as supraventricular 
tachycardia (DC 7010), ventricular 
arrhythmias (DC 7011), or 
atrioventricular block (DC 7015) with a 
minimum 10% evaluation. Since both 
DCs involve pacemaker implantation, 
the criteria for DC 7009 should also 
include a minimum 10% evaluation 
after pacemaker implantation or re- 
implantation to align it with DC 7018. 
Additionally, this action is comparable 
to the assignment of 10% evaluation for 
other diseases of the heart when 
continuous medication is required. 
While it is possible that Veterans with 
bradyarrhythmia treated by a pacemaker 
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may qualify for a 10% evaluation or 
higher under the General Rating 
Formula for Diseases of the Heart due to 
their metabolic equivalent workload, 
requirement for continuous medication, 
or evidence of cardiac hypertrophy or 
dilatation, VA is proposing to revise DC 
7009 to ensure there is no disparity 
between DCs 7009 and 7018 regarding 
minimum evaluations. 

III. Note (1) 

VA is also proposing to remove Note 
(1) under DC 7009. Within Note (1), VA 
defines Bradycardia (bradyarrhythmia) 
as conduction abnormalities leading to 
a heart rate below 60 beats per minute 
and provides the five general classes of 
bradyarrhythmia, which are (1) sinus 
bradycardia, (2) atrioventricular (AV) 
junctional (nodal) escape rhythm, (3) 
AV heart block (second or third degree) 
or AV dissociation, (4) atrial fibrillation, 
or flutter with a slow ventricular 
response, and (5) idioventricular escape 
rhythm. VA originally added Note (1) to 
define bradycardia and aid rating 
personnel in comprehending and 
assessing bradycardia. While Note (1) is 
informative, it could potentially lead to 
confusion if the American Heart 
Association or some other authoritative 
organization proposes to change the 
definition or the bradyarrhythmia 
classes. Since it is not necessary to 
include a definition or the 
classifications of bradycardia within 38 
CFR 4.104, the removal of Note (1) is 
appropriate. Due to the proposed 
removal of Note (1), VA must 
redesignate Note (2) as the only note 
under DC 7009. 

Executive Orders 12866, 13563, and 
14192 

VA examined the impact of this 
rulemaking as required by Executive 
Orders 12866 (Sept. 30, 1993) and 13563 
(Jan. 18, 2011), which direct agencies to 
assess all costs and benefits of available 
regulatory alternatives and, if regulation 
is necessary, to select regulatory 
approaches that maximize net benefits. 
The Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs has determined that 
this rulemaking is not a significant 
regulatory action under Executive Order 
12866, as supplemented by Executive 
Order 13563. This proposed rule is not 
expected to be an Executive Order 
14192 regulatory action because this 
rule is not significant under Executive 
Order 12866. The Regulatory Impact 
Analysis associated with this 
rulemaking can be found as a 
supporting document at 
www.regulations.gov. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act 

The Secretary hereby certifies that the 
adoption of this proposed rule will not 
have a significant economic impact on 
a substantial number of small entities as 
they are defined in the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601–612). This 
certification is based on the fact that 
small entities or businesses are not 
impacted by revisions to the VA 
Schedule for Rating Disabilities . 
Therefore, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 605(b), 
this rule is exempt from the initial and 
final regulatory flexibility analysis 
requirements of sections 603 and 604. 

Unfunded Mandates 

This proposed rule would not result 
in the expenditure by State, local, and 
Tribal governments, in the aggregate, or 

by the private sector, of $100 million or 
more (adjusted annually for inflation) in 
any one year. 

Paperwork Reduction Act 

This proposed rule contains no 
provisions constituting a collection of 
information under the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501– 
3521). 

List of Subjects in 38 CFR Part 4 

Disability benefits, Pension, Veterans. 

Signing Authority 

Douglas A. Collins, Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, approved this 
document on January 27, 2026 and 
authorized the undersigned to sign and 
submit the document to the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication 
electronically as an official document of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Nicole R. Cherry, 
Alternate Federal Register Liaison Officer, 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

For the reasons stated in the 
preamble, VA proposes to amend 38 
CFR part 4 as set forth below: 

PART 4—SCHEDULE FOR RATING 
DISABILITIES 

Subpart B—Disability Ratings 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 4, 
subpart B continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155, unless 
otherwise noted. 

■ 2. Amend § 4.104 by revising the entry 
for DC 7009 to read as follows: 

§ 4.104 Schedule of ratings— 
cardiovascular system.—cardiovascular 
system. 

DISEASES OF THE HEART 

Rating 

* * * * * * * 
7009 Bradycardia (Bradyarrhythmia) symptomatic, requiring permanent pacemaker implantation: 

For one month following hospital discharge for implantation or re-implantation ............................................................................. 100 
Thereafter: 

Evaluate under the General Rating Formula. 
Minimum .................................................................................................................................................................................... 10 

Note: Asymptomatic bradycardia (bradyarrhythmia) is a medical finding only. It is not a disability subject to compensation. 

* * * * * ■ 3. Amend appendix A to part 4 by 
revising the entry for diagnostic code 
7009 to read as follows: 
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Appendix A to Part 4—Table of 
Amendments and Effective Dates Since 
1946 

Sec. Diagnostic 
code No. 

* * * * * * * 
7009 Added November 14, 2021; criterion and note [INSERT EFFECTIVE DATE OF FINAL RULE]. 

* * * * * * * 

[FR Doc. 2026–01875 Filed 1–29–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8320–01–P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40 CFR Part 52 

[EPA–HQ–OAR–2025–0192; FRL–12716–01– 
OAR] 

RIN 2060–AW63 

Interstate Transport Plan Review for 
the 2015 Ozone NAAQS 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Proposed rule; reconsideration 
of final rule. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Clean Air Act 
(CAA), the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing to 
approve State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) submissions from eight States— 
Alabama, Arizona, Kentucky, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Nevada, New 
Mexico, and Tennessee—regarding 
interstate transport for the 2015 8-hour 
ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS). This action also 
explains why the EPA anticipates 
withdrawing previously proposed EPA 
error-correction actions related to 
interstate transport obligations for Iowa 
and Kansas and withdrawing previously 
proposed SIP disapproval actions for 
Tennessee, New Mexico, and Arizona. 
The ‘‘good neighbor’’ or ‘‘interstate 
transport’’ provision requires that each 
State’s SIP contain adequate provisions 
to prohibit emissions from within the 
State from significantly contributing to 
nonattainment or interfering with 
maintenance of the NAAQS in other 
States. If finalized as proposed, this 
action would resolve these 10 States’ 
obligations to eliminate significant 
contribution to nonattainment or 
interference with maintenance of the 
2015 8-hour ozone NAAQS in other 
States. 

DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before March 2, 2026. 

ADDRESSES: Comments: You may send 
comments, identified by Docket ID No. 
EPA–HQ–OAR–2025–0192, by any of 
the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
www.regulations.gov (our preferred 
method). Follow the online instructions 
for submitting comments. 

• Email: a-and-r-docket@epa.gov. 
Include Docket ID No. EPA–HQ–OAR– 
2025–0192 in the subject line of the 
message. 

• Mail: U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, EPA Docket Center, 
Docket ID No. EPA–HQ–OAR–2025– 
0192, Mail Code 28221T, 1200 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, 
DC 20460. 

• Hand Delivery or Courier: EPA 
Docket Center, WJC West Building, 
Room 3334, 1301 Constitution Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC 20004. The Docket 
Center’s hours of operation are 8:30 
a.m.–4:30 p.m., Monday–Friday (except 
Federal holidays). 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the Docket ID No. for this 
proposed rulemaking. Comments 
received may be posted without change 
to www.regulations.gov, including 
personal information provided. For 
detailed instructions on sending 
comments and additional information 
on the rulemaking process, see the 
‘‘Public Participation’’ heading of the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of 
this document. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information about this proposed rule, 
contact Gwyndolyn Sofka, Air Quality 
Planning Division, Office of State Air 
Partnerships (C539–04), Environmental 
Protection Agency, 109 TW Alexander 
Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 
27711; telephone number (919) 541– 
5121; email address: sofka.gwyndolyn@
epa.gov OR Thomas Uher, Air Quality 
Planning Division, Office of State Air 
Partnerships (C539–04), Environmental 
Protection Agency, 109 TW Alexander 
Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 
27711; telephone number: (919) 541– 
5534; email address: uher.thomas@
epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Docket. The EPA established a docket 
for this action under Docket ID No. 
EPA–HQ–OAR–2025–0192. All 
documents in the docket are listed in 
www.regulations.gov/. Although listed, 
some information is not publicly 
available, e.g., Confidential Business 
Information (CBI) or other information 
whose disclosure is restricted by statute. 
Certain other material, such as 
copyrighted material, is not placed on 
the internet and will be publicly 
available only as PDF versions that can 
only be accessed on the EPA computers 
in the docket office reading room. 
Certain databases and physical items 
cannot be downloaded from the docket 
but may be requested by contacting the 
docket office at 202–566–1744. The 
docket office has up to 10 business days 
to respond to these requests. With the 
exception of such material, publicly 
available docket materials and a plain 
language summary of the proposed rule 
are available electronically at 
www.regulations.gov. 

Instructions. Direct your comments to 
Docket ID No. EPA–HQ–OAR–2025– 
0192. The EPA’s policy is that all 
comments received will be included in 
the public docket without change and 
may be made available online at 
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided, unless 
the comment includes information 
claimed to be CBI or other information 
whose disclosure is restricted by statute. 
Do not submit electronically to 
www.regulations.gov any information 
that you consider to be CBI or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. This type of 
information should be submitted as 
discussed below. 

The EPA may publish any comment 
received to its public docket. 
Multimedia submissions (audio, video, 
etc.) must be accompanied by a written 
comment. The written comment is 
considered the official comment and 
should include discussion of all points 
you wish to make. The EPA will 
generally not consider comments or 
comment contents located outside of the 
primary submission (i.e., on the Web, 
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