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bond upon respondents’ alleged
infringing articles during the 60-day
Presidential review period pursuant to
19 U.S.C. 1337(j).

Proposed respondents, other
interested parties, members of the
public, and interested government
agencies are invited to file comments on
any public interest issues raised by the
complaint or § 210.8(b) filing.
Comments should address whether
issuance of the relief specifically
requested by the complainant in this
investigation would affect the public
health and welfare in the United States,
competitive conditions in the United
States economy, the production of like
or directly competitive articles in the
United States, or United States
consumers.

In particular, the Commission is
interested in comments that:

(i) explain how the articles potentially
subject to the requested remedial orders
are used in the United States;

(ii) identify any public health, safety,
or welfare concerns in the United States
relating to the requested remedial
orders;

(iii) identify like or directly
competitive articles that complainant,
its licensees, or third parties make in the
United States which could replace the
subject articles if they were to be
excluded;

(iv) indicate whether complainant,
complainant’s licensees, and/or third
party suppliers have the capacity to
replace the volume of articles
potentially subject to the requested
exclusion order and/or a cease and
desist order within a commercially
reasonable time; and

(v) explain how the requested
remedial orders would impact United
States consumers.

Written submissions on the public
interest must be filed no later than by
close of business, eight calendar days
after the date of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register. There
will be further opportunities for
comment on the public interest after the
issuance of any final initial
determination in this investigation. Any
written submissions on other issues
must also be filed by no later than the
close of business, eight calendar days
after publication of this notice in the
Federal Register. Complainant may file
replies to any written submissions no
later than three calendar days after the
date on which any initial submissions
were due, notwithstanding § 201.14(a)
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure. No other submissions
will be accepted, unless requested by
the Commission. Any submissions and
replies filed in response to this Notice

are limited to five (5) pages in length,
inclusive of attachments.

Persons filing written submissions
must file the original document
electronically on or before the deadlines
stated above. Submissions should refer
to the docket number (‘“‘Docket No.
3877”) in a prominent place on the
cover page and/or the first page. (See
Handbook for Electronic Filing
Procedures, Electronic Filing
Procedures 1). Please note the
Secretary’s Office will accept only
electronic filings during this time.
Filings must be made through the
Commission’s Electronic Document
Information System (EDIS, https://
edis.usitc.gov.) No in-person paper-
based filings or paper copies of any
electronic filings will be accepted until
further notice. Persons with questions
regarding filing should contact the
Secretary at EDIS3Help@usitc.gov.

Any person desiring to submit a
document to the Commission in
confidence must request confidential
treatment. All such requests should be
directed to the Secretary to the
Commission and must include a full
statement of the reasons why the
Commission should grant such
treatment. See 19 CFR 201.6. Documents
for which confidential treatment by the
Commission is properly sought will be
treated accordingly. All information,
including confidential business
information and documents for which
confidential treatment is properly
sought, submitted to the Commission for
purposes of this Investigation may be
disclosed to and used: (i) by the
Commission, its employees and Offices,
and contract personnel (a) for
developing or maintaining the records
of this or a related proceeding, or (b) in
internal investigations, audits, reviews,
and evaluations relating to the
programs, personnel, and operations of
the Commission including under 5
U.S.C. Appendix 3; or (ii) by U.S.
government employees and contract
personnel,? solely for cybersecurity
purposes. All nonconfidential written
submissions will be available for public
inspection at the Office of the Secretary
and on EDIS.3

This action is taken under the
authority of section 337 of the Tariff Act
of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1337),
and of §§201.10 and 210.8(c) of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure (19 CFR 201.10, 210.8(c)).

1Handbook for Electronic Filing Procedures:
https://www.usitc.gov/documents/handbook_on_
filing_procedures.pdf.

2 All contract personnel will sign appropriate
nondisclosure agreements.

3 Electronic Document Information System
(EDIS): https://edis.usitc.gov.

By order of the Commission.
Issued: January 21, 2026.
Lisa Barton,
Secretary to the Commission.
[FR Doc. 2026—01333 Filed 1-23-26; 8:45 am|
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AGENCY: U.S. International Trade
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Commission has determined to
review in part the Chief Administrative
Law Judge’s (“CALJ’s”) final initial
determination (“FID”) finding a
violation of section 337 with respect to
U.S. Patent Nos. 11,365,026 (“‘the ‘026
patent”); 11,794,952 (“the ‘952 patent”);
and 11,952,167 (“‘the 167 patent”)
(collectively, “the Asserted Patents”).
The Commission requests briefing from
the parties on certain issues under
review, as set forth in this notice. The
Commission also requests briefing from
the parties, interested persons, and
government agencies on the issues of
remedy, the public interest, and
bonding.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sidney A. Rosenzweig, Esq., Office of
the General Counsel, U.S. International
Trade Commission, 500 E Street SW,
Washington, DC 20436, telephone (202)
708-2532. Copies of non-confidential
documents filed in connection with this
investigation may be viewed on the
Commission’s electronic docket (EDIS)
at https://edis.usitc.gov. For help
accessing EDIS, please email
EDIS3Help@usitc.gov. General
information concerning the Commission
may also be obtained by accessing its
internet server at https://www.usitc.gov.
Hearing-impaired persons are advised
that information on this matter can be
obtained by contacting the
Commission’s TDD terminal on (202)
205-1810.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Commission instituted this investigation
on July 19, 2024, based upon a
complaint filed on behalf of Milwaukee
Electric Tool Corporation of Brookfield,
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Wisconsin and Keter Home and Garden
Products Ltd. of Israel (collectively,
“Complainants”). 89 FR 5876465 (July
19, 2024). The complaint, as
supplemented, alleges violations of
section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended, 19 U.S.C. 1337 (‘“‘section
337”’), based upon the importation into
the United States, the sale for
importation, and the sale within the
United States after importation of
certain storage containers and toolboxes,
organizers, component boxes, and
coolers by reason of infringement of
certain claims of the '026 patent, the
’952 patent, and the '167 patent. The
Commission’s notice of investigation
named as the respondent Klein Tools,
Inc. of Lincolnshire, Illinois. The Office
of Unfair Import Investigations is not a
party to this investigation.

Over the course of the investigation,
Complainants withdrew certain asserted
claims. See Order No. 15 (Jan. 24, 2025),
unreviewed by Comm’n Notice (Feb. 18,
2025); Order No. 19 (Feb. 11, 2025),
unreviewed by Comm’n Notice (Feb. 24,
2025); Order No. 20 (Feb. 27, 2025),
unreviewed by Comm’n Notice (Mar. 13,
2025). The asserted claims that remain
are claims 4 and 8 of the "026 patent;
claims 3, 4, 8, and 16 of the '952 patent;
and claims 2, 5, 8, 14, and 15 of the '167
patent. See Order No. 20 at 2 n.1.

On August 1, 2025, the CALJ issued
the FID, which finds a violation of
section 337 finding all of the asserted
patent claims recited above infringed
and not invalid. The FID also finds that
the domestic industry requirement has
been satisfied for each of the Asserted
Patents pursuant to section 337(a)(3)(A)
and (B). The FID declined to make
findings as to whether Complainants
have satisfied the domestic industry
requirement under section 337(a)(3)(C).

On August 15, 2025, Klein filed a
petition for Commission review of the
FID as to the economic and technical
prongs of the domestic industry
requirement, and invalidity based on
certain prior art. On August 28, 2025,
Complainants filed a response to the
petition.

On September 2, 2025, Complainants
filed a public interest submission
pursuant to Commission Rule
210.50(a)(4)(i), 19 CFR 210.50(a)(4)().
The Commission did not receive any
submissions pursuant to the Federal
Register notice published after issuance
of the RD. See 90 FR 38175-76 (Aug. 7,
2025).

Having reviewed the record of the
investigation, including the final FID,
the parties’ submissions to the ALJ, the
petition for Commission review and the
response thereto, the Commission has
determined to review the FID in part.

Specifically, the Commission has
determined to review the FID’s findings
concerning the economic prong of the
domestic industry requirement, patent
invalidity, and the technical prong of
the domestic industry requirement, as
well as any underlying claim
construction findings. The Commission
has determined not to review the
remainder of the FID’s findings.

In accordance with its review, the
Commission requests responses to the
following questions. The parties are
requested to brief their positions with
reference to the applicable law and the
existing evidentiary record.

(1) In connection with Complainants’
reliance on activities at Milwaukee’s
Cookeville facility, if the Commission
were to consider Keter’s foreign
manufacturing of Milwaukee-branded
domestic industry articles as part of the
relevant contextual inquiry for the
existence of a domestic industry, please
explain whether Complainants
presented sufficient evidence to the ALJ
to show the existence of a domestic
industry.

(2) Under a holistic approach to the
domestic industry analysis consistent
with the Federal Circuit’s holding in
Wuhan Healthgen Biotechnology Corp.
v. Int’l Trade Comm’n, 127 F.4th 1334,
1339 (Fed. Cir. 2025), please explain
whether Complainants presented
sufficient evidence to the ALJ to show
the asserted investments significant
pursuant to section 337(a)(3)(A) and (B).
Under such a holistic approach, is
Complainant required to compare its
domestic investments in engineering,
research, and design or in
manufacturing of the DI products to its
foreign manufacturing costs of the DI
products, including Keter’s foreign
manufacturing costs? See Certain Soft
Projectile Launching Devices,
Components Thereof, Ammunition, and
Products Containing Same, Inv. No.
337-TA-1325 (Jan. 5, 2026) (including
Separate Views of Chair Karpel in
Dissent); Certain Movable Barrier
Operator Systems and Components
Thereof, Inv. No. 337-TA-1118,
Comm’n Op. at 26 (Jan. 12, 2021).

(3) If the Commission were to set
aside Milwaukee’s investment in its
Olive Branch facility, please explain
whether and why there is a domestic
industry, under 19 U.S.C. 1337(a)(3)(A)
or (a)(3)(B).

(4) Please explain whether Milwaukee
has demonstrated substantial
investment in the exploitation of the
Asserted Patents under 19 U.S.C.
1337(a)(3)(C). Please explain the nexus
between the asserted patents and the
domestic investments, including in
view of the asserted patents’ apparent

depiction of the domestic industry
articles. Also please explain the
relevance, if any, of the FID’s nexus
findings for the commercial success
factor of the objective indicia of
nonobviousness as to the requisite
nexus for a domestic industry under 19
U.S.C. 1337(a)(3)(C).

(5) Please explain whether and how
the date of the 3|2015 catalog (RX-0183)
affects the FID’s finding that Klein failed
to demonstrate that the Auer system is
prior art.

The parties are invited to brief only
the discrete issues requested above. The
parties are not to brief other issues on
review, which are adequately presented
in the parties’ existing filings.

In connection with the final
disposition of this investigation, the
statute authorizes issuance of, inter alia,
(1) an exclusion order that could result
in the exclusion of the subject articles
from entry into the United States; and/
or (2) cease and desist orders that could
result in the respondents being required
to cease and desist from engaging in
unfair acts in the importation and sale
of such articles. Accordingly, the
Commission is interested in receiving
written submissions that address the
form of remedy, if any, that should be
ordered. If a party seeks exclusion of an
article from entry into the United States
for purposes other than entry for
consumption, the party should so
indicate and provide information
establishing that activities involving
other types of entry either are adversely
affecting it or likely to do so. For
background, see Certain Devices for
Connecting Computers via Telephone
Lines, Inv. No. 337-TA-360, USITC
Pub. No. 2843, Comm’n Op. at 7-10
(Dec. 1994).

The statute requires the Commission
to consider the effects of that remedy
upon the public interest. The public
interest factors the Commission will
consider include the effect that an
exclusion order and a cease and desist
order would have on: (1) the public
health and welfare, (2) competitive
conditions in the U.S. economy, (3) U.S.
production of articles that are like or
directly competitive with those that are
subject to investigation, and (4) U.S.
consumers. The Commission is
therefore interested in receiving written
submissions that address the
aforementioned public interest factors
in the context of this investigation.

If the Commission orders some form
of remedy, the U.S. Trade
Representative, as delegated by the
President, has 60 days to approve,
disapprove, or take no action on the
Commission’s determination. See
Presidential Memorandum of July 21,
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2005, 70 FR 43251 (July 26, 2005).
During this period, the subject articles
would be entitled to enter the United
States under bond, in an amount
determined by the Commission and
prescribed by the Secretary of the
Treasury. The Commission is therefore
interested in receiving submissions
concerning the amount of the bond that
should be imposed if a remedy is
ordered.

Written Submissions: The parties to
the investigation are requested to file
written submissions on the issues
identified in this notice. Parties to the
investigation, interested government
agencies, and any other interested
parties are encouraged to file written
submissions on the issues of remedy,
the public interest, and bonding. Such
submissions should address the
recommended determination by the ALJ
on remedy and bonding.

In its initial submission, the
complainants are also requested to
identify the remedy sought and
Complainants are requested to submit
proposed remedial orders for the
Commission’s consideration. The
complainants are further requested to
state the dates that the asserted patents
expire, to provide the HTSUS
subheadings under which the accused
products are imported, and to supply
the identification information for all
known importers of the products at
issue in this investigation. All initial
written submissions, from the parties
and/or third parties/interested
government agencies, and proposed
remedial orders from the parties must be
filed no later than close of business on
February 4, 2026. All reply submissions
must be filed no later than the close of
business on February 11, 2026. Opening
submissions from the parties are limited
to 35 pages. Reply submissions from the
parties are limited to 25 pages. All
submission from third parties and/or
interested government agencies are
limited to 10 pages. No further
submissions on any of these issues will
be permitted unless otherwise ordered
by the Commission.

Persons filing written submissions
must file the original document
electronically on or before the deadlines
stated above pursuant to 19 CFR
210.4(f). Submissions should refer to the
investigation number (Inv. No. 337-TA—
1409) in a prominent place on the cover
page and/or the first page. (See
Handbook for Electronic Filing
Procedures, hitps://www.usitc.gov/
documents/handbook on_filing
procedures.pdf). Persons with questions
regarding filing should contact the
Secretary, (202) 205-2000.

Any person desiring to submit a
document to the Commission in
confidence must request confidential
treatment by marking each document
with a header indicating that the
document contains confidential
information. This marking will be
deemed to satisfy the request procedure
set forth in Rules 201.6(b) and
210.5(e)(2) (19 CFR 201.6(b) &
210.5(e)(2)). Documents for which
confidential treatment by the
Commission is properly sought will be
treated accordingly. Any non-party
wishing to submit comments containing
confidential information must serve
those comments on the parties to the
investigation pursuant to the applicable
Administrative Protective Order. A
redacted non-confidential version of the
document must also be filed with the
Commission and served on any parties
to the investigation within two business
days of any confidential filing. All
information, including confidential
business information and documents for
which confidential treatment is properly
sought, submitted to the Commission for
purposes of this investigation may be
disclosed to and used: (i) by the
Commission, its employees and Offices,
and contract personnel (a) for
developing or maintaining the records
of this or a related proceeding, or (b) in
internal investigations, audits, reviews,
and evaluations relating to the
programs, personnel, and operations of
the Commission including under 5
U.S.C. Appendix 3; or (ii) by U.S.
government employees and contract
personnel, solely for cybersecurity
purposes. All contract personnel will
sign appropriate nondisclosure
agreements. All nonconfidential written
submissions will be available for public
inspection on EDIS.

The Commission vote for this
determination took place on January 21,
2026.

The authority for the Commission’s
determination is contained in section
337 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1337), and in Part
210 of the Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedure (19 CFR part
210).

By order of the Commission.

Issued: January 21, 2026.

Lisa Barton,

Secretary to the Commission.

[FR Doc. 2026—01386 Filed 1-23-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7020-02-P
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COMMISSION
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Citric Acid and Certain Citrate Salts
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Investigations and Scheduling of
Preliminary Phase Investigations

AGENCY: United States International
Trade Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commission hereby gives
notice of the institution of investigations
and commencement of preliminary
phase antidumping and countervailing
duty investigation Nos. 701-TA—-783—
784 and 731-TA-1771-1772
(Preliminary) pursuant to the Tariff Act
of 1930 to determine whether there is a
reasonable indication that an industry
in the United States is materially
injured or threatened with material
injury, or the establishment of an
industry in the United States is
materially retarded, by reason of
imports of citric acid and certain citrate
salts from Canada and India, provided
for in subheadings 2918.14.00,
2918.15.10, 2918.15.50, and 3824.99.93
of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States, that are alleged to be
sold in the United States at less than fair
value and alleged to be subsidized by
the Governments of Canada and India.
Unless the Department of Commerce
(“Commerce’’) extends the time for
initiation, the Commission must reach
preliminary determinations in
antidumping and countervailing duty
investigations in 45 days, or in this case
by March 9, 2026. The Commission’s
views must be transmitted to Commerce
within five business days thereafter, or
by March 16, 2026.

DATES: January 21, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
Duffy (202-708-2579), Office of
Investigations, U.S. International Trade
Commission, 500 E Street SW,
Washington, DC 20436. Hearing-
impaired persons can obtain
information on this matter by contacting
the Commission’s TDD terminal on 202—
205-1810. Persons with mobility
impairments who will need special
assistance in gaining access to the
Commission should contact the Office
of the Secretary at 202—205-2000.
General information concerning the
Commission may also be obtained by
accessing its internet server (https://
www.usitc.gov). The public record for
these investigations may be viewed on
the Commission’s electronic docket
(EDIS) at https://edis.usitc.gov.
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