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accordance with paragraph (e) of this
section. The services in this subpart will
be supported in addition to all
reasonable charges that are incurred by
taking such services, such as state and
federal taxes. Charges for termination
liability, penalty surcharges, and other
charges not included in the cost of
taking such service shall not be covered
by the universal service support
mechanisms. The supported services
fall within the following general

categories:
* * * * *

§54.506 [Removed and Reserved]

m 4. Remove and reserve § 54.506.

m 5. Amend § 54.507 by revising
paragraph (f)(4) to read as follows and
removing paragraph (f)(5):

§54.507 Cap.
* * * * *
(f) * % %

(4) For paragraphs (f)(1) and (2) of this
section, if the remaining funds are not
sufficient to support all of the funding
requests within a particular discount
level, the Administrator shall allocate
funds at that discount level using the
percentage of students eligible for the
National School Lunch Program. Thus,
if there is not enough support to fund
all requests at the 40 percent discount
level, the Administrator shall allocate
funds beginning with those applicants
with the highest percentage of NSLP
eligibility for that discount level by
funding those applicants with 19
percent NSLP eligibility, then 18
percent NSLP eligibility, and shall
continue committing funds in the same
manner to applicants at each
descending percentage of NSLP until
there are no funds remaining.

m 6. Amend § 54.513 by revising
paragraph (b) to read as follows:

§54.513 Resale and transfer of services.
* * * * *

(b) Disposal of obsolete equipment
components of eligible services. Eligible
equipment components of eligible
services purchased at a discount under
this subpart shall be considered obsolete
if the equipment components have been
installed for at least five years. Obsolete
equipment components of eligible
services may be resold or transferred in
consideration of money or any other
thing of value, disposed of, donated, or

traded.

m 7. Amend § 54.516 by revising
paragraphs (a)(1) and (b) to read as
follows:

§54.516 Auditing and inspections.
(a) * *x %

(1) Schools, libraries, and consortia.
Schools, libraries, and any consortium
that includes schools or libraries shall
retain all documents related to the
application for, receipt, and delivery of
supported services for at least 10 years
after the latter of the last day of the
applicable funding year or the service
delivery deadline for the funding
request. Any other document that
demonstrates compliance with the
statutory or regulatory requirements for
the schools and libraries mechanism
shall be retained as well. Schools,
libraries, and consortia shall maintain
asset and inventory records of
equipment purchased as components of
supported category two services
sufficient to verify the actual location of
such equipment for a period of 10 years
after purchase.

* * * * *

(b) Production of records. Schools,
libraries, consortia, and service
providers shall produce such records at
the request of any representative
(including any auditor) appointed by a
state education department, the
Administrator, the FCC, or any local,
state or federal agency with jurisdiction

over the entity.
* * * * *

m 8. Amend § 54.520 by revising
paragraphs (c)(1)(iii)(C), (c)(2)(iii)(C),
and (c)(3)(1)(C) to read as follows:

§54.520 Children’s Internet Protection Act
certifications required from recipients of
discounts under the federal universal
service support mechanism for schools and
libraries.

* * * * *

(c) *
(1) *
(iii)

(C) The Children’s Internet Protection
Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 254(h) and
(1), does not apply because the
recipient(s) of service represented in the
Funding Request Number(s) on this
Form 486 is (are) receiving discount
services only for telecommunications
services.

(2) * % %

(111) * % %

(C) The Children’s Internet Protection
Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 254(h) and
(1), does not apply because the
recipient(s) of service represented in the
Funding Request Number(s) on this
Form 486 is (are) receiving discount
services only for telecommunications
services.

(3) )

(i) * % %

(C) The Children’s Internet Protection
Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 254(h) and
(1), does not apply because the
recipient(s) of service under my

*  *
* %

* * %

administrative authority and
represented in the Funding Request
Number(s) for which you have
requested or received Funding
Commitments is (are) receiving discount
services only for telecommunications
services; and

* * * * *
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Catcher Vessels Using Trawl Gear in
the Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf
of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher vessels
using trawl gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the A season
allowance of the 2026 total allowable
catch (TAC) of Pacific cod allocated to
catcher vessels using trawl gear in the
Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.L.t.), January 20, 2026,
through 1200 hours, A.L.t., September 1,
2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Abby Jahn, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared and
recommended by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act).
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The A season allowance of the 2026
Pacific cod TAC allocated to catcher
vessels using trawl gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA is 3,508
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metric tons (mt) as established by the
final 2025 and 2026 harvest
specifications for groundfish in the GOA
(90 FR 12468, March 18, 2025) and
inseason adjustment (90 FR 60022,
December 23, 2025).

The Regional Administrator, Alaska
Region, NMFS (Regional Administrator)
has determined that there is not
sufficient Pacific cod TAC to allow
directed fishing during the A season by
catcher vessels using trawl gear in the
Central Regulatory Area of the GOA and
that 3,508 mt is necessary as incidental
catch to support other fisheries. The
Regional Administrator has further
determined that the A season allowance
of the 2026 Pacific cod TAC allocated to
catcher vessels using trawl gear in the
Central Regulatory Area of the GOA will
be reached during the A season.
Therefore, in accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional
Administrator is establishing a directed
fishing allowance of 0 mt and is setting
aside the remaining 3,508 mt as
incidental catch to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries. In

accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii), the
Regional Administrator finds that this
directed fishing allowance will be or has
been reached. Consequently, NMFS is
prohibiting directed fishing for Pacific
cod by catcher vessels using trawl gear
in the Central Regulatory Area of the
GOA to prevent exceeding the sector’s A
season allowance of Pacific cod TAC.

While this closure is effective the
maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

NMFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR
part 679, which was issued pursuant to
section 304(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment
would be impracticable and contrary to
the public interest, as it would prevent
NMFS from responding to the most

recent fisheries data on Pacific cod
catch in a timely fashion and would
delay the closure of directed fishing for
Pacific cod by catcher vessels using
trawl gear in the A season in the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA, which
could result in this sector exceeding its
A season allowance of Pacific cod TAC.
NMFS was unable to publish a notice
providing time for public comment
because the most recent, relevant data
on Pacific cod catch only became
available as of January 15, 2026.

There is good cause under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3) to establish an effective date
less than 30 days after date of
publication. This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 16, 2026.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—01083 Filed 1-16—26; 4:15 pm]
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