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provisions within Part 0 are obsolete by
themselves. For example, §0.735—
4(a)(1)(@) references the Environmental
Science Services Administration—an
agency that ceased to exist back in 1970.
And certain other provisions within Part
0 simply restate underlying statutory
law, such as § 0.735-50 (with respect to
availability of judicial review).

Furthermore, the continued
maintenance of Part 0 inevitably poses
some risk of distracting from—and
causing confusion about the application
of—the Executive branch-wide
regulations on employee conduct, as
well as the related statutory
requirements and restrictions.

Overall, eliminating Part 0 would
simplify both the Department’s own
regulations and the broader body of
regulations and authorities pertaining to
the conduct of Executive branch
employees, and the Department is
satisfied that the value of proceeding
with this elimination outweighs the
value currently added by Part 0.

III. Regulatory Certifications
A. Administrative Procedure Act

The Department issues this final rule
without prior public notice and
comment pursuant to the
Administrative Procedure Act’s
exception for rules “relating to agency
management or personnel or to public
property, loans, grants, benefits, or
contracts.” 5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2). This rule
falls into that exception, as all of the
affected regulatory provisions pertain to
agency management and/or personnel.

B. Executive Orders 12866, 14192,
13132

The Office of Management and Budget
has determined this rule is not
significant pursuant to E.O. 12866. This
rule is an E.O. 14192 deregulatory
action. This rule does not contain
policies having federalism implications
as the term is defined in E.O. 13132.

C. Regulatory Flexibility Act

Because a notice of proposed
rulemaking and an opportunity for
public participation are not required to
be given for this rule by 5 U.S.C.
553(a)(2), the analytical requirements of
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C.
601 et seq.) are not applicable.
Accordingly, no regulatory flexibility
analysis is required, and none has been
prepared.

D. Paperwork Reduction Act

This rule will not impose additional
reporting or recordkeeping requirements
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, 44 U.S.C. 3501, et seq.

List of Subjects for 15 CFR Part 0

Administrative practice and
procedure, Authority delegations
(Government agencies), Conflict of
interests, Government employees,
Organization and functions
(Government agencies).

Dated: January 13, 2026.
Paul Dabbar,
Deputy Secretary of Commerce.

PART 0—[REMOVED AND RESERVED]

m Accordingly, for the reasons set forth
above and under the authority of 5
U.S.C. 301, part 0 of title 15 of the Code
of Federal Regulations is removed and
reserved.

[FR Doc. 2026—00685 Filed 1-14—26; 8:45 am]
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Removing Unnecessary Regulations

Regarding the Seal of the Department
of Commerce

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary,
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: By this rule, the Department
of Commerce (‘“Department”) removes
unnecessary regulations related to the
Department’s official seal. The intended
effect is to reduce regulatory complexity
and eliminate clutter from the Code of
Federal Regulations.

DATES: The rule is effective on January
15, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Daniel Sweeney, Senior Counsel, Office
of the General Counsel, at (202) 482—
1395.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background

The Department of Commerce (the
Department) is amending its regulations
at 15 CFR part 1, which establish and
govern its official seal, by removing two
unnecessary regulations—§§ 1.1 and 1.3.

The regulations in 15 CFR part 1
govern the description, design, and use
of the official seal of the Department.
The authority for these regulations
originates from the Act of February 14,
1903 (32 Stat. 825, as amended; 15
U.S.C. 1501), which established the
Department and directed the Secretary
of Commerce to create a seal of office,
subject to Presidential approval. The

design for the seal was subsequently
approved by the President on April 4,
1913. The current regulations were
published as a final rule in the Federal
Register of June 26, 1968 (33 FR 9337),
to codify existing standards and
formally delegate the authority to affix
the seal to official documents.

Section 1.1 states that the purpose of
the part is to describe the seal and to
delegate authority for its use on
certifications and other official
documents. Section 1.2 describes the
historical basis and design of the seal,
including its core components: a ship
symbolizing commerce, a lighthouse
representing commercial enlightenment
and guidance, and an American bald
eagle as the crest to denote the national
scope of the Department’s activities.
Section 1.3 delegates the Secretary’s
authority to affix the seal for official
purposes, including certifications under
28 U.S.C. 1733(b). This authority is
granted to the Chief Administrative
Officer of each operating unit and the
Director of the Office of Administrative
Services, with a provision allowing the
Assistant Secretary for Administration
to make further delegations.

Following a review of these
regulations, the Department is removing
§§1.1 and 1.3 for the reasons discussed
below.

II. Discussion

This rule removes §§1.1 and 1.3 from
15 CFR part 1. The Department has
determined that these regulations,
which state the purpose of part 1 and
delegate the authority to affix the
Department’s seal, are not necessary and
do not provide any significant value to
the public. Their removal represents a
commonsense effort to streamline the
Department’s regulations and eliminate
rules that provide no substantive
guidance or requirements for the public.

Elimination of Unnecessary Regulations

As noted, § 1.3 delegates the authority
to affix the seal to certain departmental
officers and thus is a matter of internal
agency administration. However, such
delegations are elsewhere documented
in Department Organization Orders 10—
5 and 20-1 and Department
Administrative Order 201-1. There is no
compelling reason for these delegations
to also be documented in the Code of
Federal Regulations. Removing this
section aligns the Department’s
practices with modern standards of
administrative governance by separating
internal management procedures from
public-facing substantive regulations.

Section 1.1, meanwhile, serves as
only a statement of the purpose of part
1. With the elimination of § 1.3, the
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Department has determined that § 1.1 is
fit for elimination as well, since the
purpose and contents of § 1.2—the only
other section of part 1—are sufficiently
clear based on the language of § 1.2 by
itself.

I11. Classification

A. Administrative Procedure Act

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2), the
provisions of the APA requiring notice
of proposed rulemaking and the
opportunity for public participation are
inapplicable to this rule because it
relates to ““agency management or
personnel or to public property, loans,
grants, benefits, or contracts.” This rule
modifies 15 CFR part 1, which is related
to the Department’s management of its
official seal and the authority among
agency personnel to affix the seal to
official documents, and thus falls within
the scope of 5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2).

B. Executive Orders 12866, 14192,
13132

The Office of Management and Budget
has determined this rule is not
significant pursuant to E.O. 12866. This
rule is an E.O. 14192 deregulatory
action. This rule does not contain
policies having federalism implications
as the term is defined in E.O. 13132.

C. Regulatory Flexibility Act

Because a notice of proposed
rulemaking and an opportunity for
public participation are not required to
be given for this rule by 5 U.S.C.
553(a)(2), the analytical requirements of
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C.
601 et seq.) are not applicable.
Accordingly, no regulatory flexibility
analysis is required, and none has been
prepared.

D. Paperwork Reduction Act

This rule will not impose additional
reporting or recordkeeping requirements
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, 44 U.S.C. 3501, et seq.

List of Subjects for 15 CFR Part 1

Administrative practice and
procedure, Authority delegations
(Government agencies), Organization
and functions (Government agencies),
Seals and insignia.

Dated: January 13, 2026.
Paul Dabbar,
Deputy Secretary of Commerce.

Accordingly, for the reasons set forth
above, part 1 of title 15 of the Code of
Federal Regulations is amended as
follows:

PART 1—THE SEAL OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

m 1. The authority citation for part 1
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Sec. 1, 32 Stat. 825, as
amended, 15 U.S.C. 1501.

§1.1
m 2. Remove and reserve § 1.1.

[Removed and Reserved]

§1.3 [Removed and Reserved]
m 3. Remove and reserve § 1.3.

[FR Doc. 2026—00688 Filed 1-14—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-17-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

15 CFR Part 2
[Docket No. 260107—-0007]
RIN 0605-AA83

Updating and Streamlining the
Regulations Governing the Handling
and Settlement of Claims Under the
Federal Tort Claims Act

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary,
Department of Commerce.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: By this rule, the Department
of Commerce (‘“Department”) is
amending its regulations governing the
administrative handling and settlement
of claims under the Federal Tort Claims
Act (“FTCA”). This rule updates
outdated references to a position that no
longer exists within the Department,
eliminates redundant restatements of
sections of the FTCA and other
applicable authorities, consolidates and
simplifies the framework governing the
issuance of supplementary regulations,
and removes some unnecessary and
inconsequential language. This action is
necessary to update and streamline the
Department’s regulations governing the
handling and settlement of FTCA claims
and to ensure that such regulations
conform with the underlying statutory
text. The intended effect is to promote
accuracy and clarity for the public and
to ensure that the Department’s
regulations are both statutorily proper
and efficient.

DATES: The rule is effective January 15,
2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Daniel Sweeney, Senior Counsel, Office
of the General Counsel, at (202) 482—
1395.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Executive Summary

The Department is amending its
regulations at 15 CFR part 2, which

govern the handling and settlement of
FTCA claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
2671-2680, as amended by Public Law
89-506, 80 Stat. 306. Specifically, the
Department is amending Part 2 by
updating the references to the
““Assistant General Counsel for Finance
and Litigation” in §§ 2.4(b), 2.5(a), and
2.5(b), and by removing §§ 2.2, 2.3(c),
2.4(c), 2.5(d), and 2.7. The updates will
promote accuracy and clarity, and the
removals will reduce regulatory
complexity and clutter by eliminating
language that is redundant,
inconsequential, and/or otherwise
unwarranted. The removals will also
ensure proper conformity and alignment
with underlying statutory text by
removing regulatory elaboration that is
neither clearly required nor clearly
authorized by such text. The
Department is making these revisions to
clarify and simplify the regulatory
requirements and processes set forth in
Part 2, and to ensure that such
requirements and processes are both
statutorily proper and efficient.

II. Background

A. Regulatory History

The Department is amending its
regulations at 15 CFR part 2, which
pertain to the handling and settlement
of claims under the FTCA. The FTCA
grants private parties the ability to bring
suit and seek compensation for torts
committed by federal employees acting
with the scope of their employment. As
relevant, 28 U.S.C. 2672 provides that
“[t]he head of each Federal agency or
his designee, in accordance with
regulations prescribed by the Attorney
General, may consider, ascertain, adjust,
determine, compromise, and settle any
claim for money damages against the
United States for injury or loss of
property or personal injury or death
caused by the negligent or wrongful act
or omission of any employee of the
agency while acting within the scope of
his office or employment.” Consistent
with 28 U.S.C. 2672, the regulations at
15 CFR part 2 establish the
Department’s framework for the
delegation of authority to settle or deny
such claims and the procedures for the
administrative adjudication of such
claims. See 15 CFR 2.1(a).

The Department originally established
the procedures in this Part 2 through a
final rule published on March 7, 1967
(32 FR 3769). That rule was
promulgated to implement the FTCA, as
amended by Public Law 89-506, which
required claimants to present a claim to
the appropriate Federal agency for
administrative adjudication before filing
suit in court. The original 1967 rule
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