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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and approval under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding: whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; ways to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by February 13, 2026
will be considered. Written comments
and recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it

displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Rural Business-Cooperative Service

Title: Strategic Economic and
Community Development.

OMB Control Number: 0570-0068.

Summary of Collection: As authorized
under the Agricultural Act of 2018
(2018 Farm Bill), the Strategic Economic
and Community Development (SECD)
program establishes reserved funds
through Rural Development programs to
fund projects that support the
implementation of multijurisdictional
and multisectoral strategic community
investment plans (Plan).

Need and Use of the Information:
Section 6401 relies on the covered
programs’ methods for program
administration. Thus, to the extent the
covered programs use collection
techniques other than the submittal of
written material, this program will
follow suit.

Regarding the covered programs,
USDA—Rural Development has
considered the use of improved
information technology to reduce the
burden on the applicants. The
information involved is unique to each
particular case. Automating the written
narrative portion of the application
assists the applicant and USDA—Rural
Development because most is completed
and submitted electronically.

Description of Respondents: Business
or other for-profit; Not-for-profit
institutions.

Number of Respondents: 100.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
On occasion.

Total Burden Hours: 580.

Rural Business-Cooperative Service

Title: Food Supply Chain Guaranteed
Loan Program.

OMB Control Number: 0570-0077.

Summary of Collection: Section 1001
of the American Recovery Act of 2021,
Public Law 117-2 provided funding for
fiscal year 2022 (FY22) to the Secretary
of Agriculture to provide assistance to
maintain and improve food and
agricultural supply chain resiliency.

The purpose of the Food Supply
Chain (FSC) Guaranteed loan program
was to make funds available to qualified
applicants and projects to facilitate
financing for the start-up or expansion
of activities in the middle of the food
supply chain, particularly the
aggregation, processing, manufacturing,

storing, transporting, wholesaling, or
distribution of food, to increase capacity
and help create a more resilient, diverse,
and secure U.S. food supply chain.

FSC no longer has funding available,
and RD is no longer accepting
applications for new loans in the
program. All FSC loans in the portfolio
are now being serviced in accordance
with established regulations.

Need and Use of the Information: The
FSC program requested application
submission via an online application
system. The use of this system allows
the Agency to receive the applications
electronically. Applicants who receive
funding will be encouraged, but not
required, to submit, as applicable,
performance reports, and the annual
status reports electronically. As such, all
reporting requirements noted above,
both written/non-forms and forms
approved under other OMB control
numbers, can be submitted
electronically through online systems.
The Agency will not require submission
by electronic methods because some
applicants may not have the
technological expertise for electronic
submission or may not have the
equipment necessary for high
technological information gathering.

The information provided will be
used to determine applicant and project
eligibility and to ensure that projects
meet program goals and are for
authorized purposes.

Description of Respondents:
Businesses or other for-profits; Farms;
Not-for-profit institutions.

Number of Respondents: 311.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Annually.

Total Burden Hours: 1,292.

Levi S. Harrell,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request;

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104—13. Comments are
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requested regarding: whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; ways to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by February 13, 2026
will be considered. Written comments
and recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Rural Utilities Service

Title: 7 CFR 1717 Subpart Y,
Settlement of Debt Owed by Electric
Borrowers.

OMB Control Number: 0572—0116.

Summary of Collection: The Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) makes mortgage
loans and loan guarantees to electric
systems to provide and improve electric
service in rural areas pursuant to the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as
amended (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.,) [RE Act].
This information collection requirement
stems from passage of Public Law 104—
127, on April 4, 1996, which amended
section 331 (b) of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
1921 et seq.,) [Con Act] to extend to the
RUS’ loans and loan guarantees the
Secretary of Agriculture’s authority to
compromise, adjust, reduce, or charge-
off debts or claims owed to the
Government (collectively, debt
settlement) with respect to loans made
or guaranteed by RUS. Only those
electric borrowers that are unable to

fully repay their debts to the
government and who apply to RUS for
relief are affected by this information
collection. The amendment also
extended to the security instruments,
leases, contracts, and agreements
administered by RUS, the Secretary’s
authority to adjust, modify, subordinate,
or release the terms of those documents.
Need and Use of the Information:
This information collection will require
information only from those RUS
electric borrowers who request
assistance to settle a debt or claim owed
to the Government arising from loans
made or guaranteed or administered by
RUS. The information required from the
borrower is limited to what would be
essential for determining: (1) need for
debt settlement; (2) the amount of debt
the borrower can repay; (3) the future
scheduling of debt repayment; and (4)
range of opportunities for enhancing the
amount of the debt that can be
recovered. The information collected is
similar to any prudent lender would
need in order to determine that debt
settlement is required and the amount of
relief that is needed. Since the need for
relief is expected to vary substantially
from borrower to borrower, so will the
required information collected.
Description of Respondents: Private
Sector; Business or other for-profit.
Number of Respondents: 1.
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
On occasion.
Total Burden Hours: 1,000.

Levi S. Harrell,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding: whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; ways to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of

information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by February 13, 2026
will be considered. Written comments
and recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Rural Utilities Service

Title: Request for Approval to Sell
Capital Assets.

OMB Control Number: 0572-0020.

Summary of Collection: The Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) is a credit agency
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). It makes mortgage loans and
loan guarantees to finance electric,
telecommunications, and water and
waste facilities in rural areas. In
addition to providing loans and loan
guarantees, one of the Agency’s main
objectives is to safeguard loan security
until the loan is repaid. Accordingly,
the Agency manages loan program in
accordance with the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936, 7 U.S.C. 901
et seq., as amended (RE Act) and as
prescribed by Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) Circular A—129, Policies
for Federal Credit Programs and Non-
Tax Receivables, which states that
agencies must, based on a review of a
loan application, determine that an
applicant complies with statutory,
regulatory, and administrative eligibility
requirements for loan assistance. In
addition, Section (d) of § 904 of the RE
Act states that “Loans under this section
shall not be made unless the Secretary
finds and certifies that in his judgment
the security therefore is reasonably
adequate and such loan will be repaid
within the time agreed.”

Need and Use of the Information:
RUS is committed to meeting the
requirements of the E-Government Act,
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