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winter-run steelhead utilize spatially 
different freshwater habitats, 
particularly during the adult freshwater 
migration and spawning portions of the 
life cycle. Generally, summer-run 
steelhead tend to spawn in the upper 
portions of river systems. Sometimes 
these areas are above temporal flow 
barriers that are only accessible during 
high spring flows (Withler 1966; Myers 
et al., 2015; Waples et al., 2022), thus 
not utilized by winter-run and leading 
to a different geographic extent for 
summer-run. 

However, we have determined the 
summer-run stratum does not qualify as 
a valid portion of the OP steelhead 
range because, consistent with the ESA 
and the 2014 SPR Policy (79 FR at 
37583), the selection of portions for 
consideration should be premised at 
least in part on a geographically 
oriented rationale. Here, the summer- 
run component lacks sufficient spatial 
segregation from the winter-run to be 
considered a valid portion of the DPS’s 
range for the purposes of SPR analysis 
under the ESA. A review of spawning 
and rearing habitat utilized by summer- 
run steelhead, found only 0.7 percent of 
the habitat was used solely by summer- 
run steelhead. In other words, >99.3 
percent of summer-run geography is 
shared with winter-run fish. Therefore, 
the summer-run component does not 
qualify as a valid portion of the OP 
steelhead range. 

Additionally, the SRT concluded that 
the summer-run portion did not meet 
the criteria to be considered biologically 
significant to the DPS’s long-term 
viability. The SRT concluded that 
summer-run populations contribute to 
genetic diversity and spatial structure 
diversity of the DPS. However, the SRT 
ultimately concluded the summer-run 
fish to be not significant because 
summer-run steelhead currently are not 
and historically were not a major 
contributor to overall DPS abundance, 
winter-run and summer-run populations 
in the same watershed are not 
reproductively isolated and have 
generally been found to be genetically 
very similar (thus there is some 
possibility for reestablishment if a 
summer-run population is lost), and 
summer-run specific habitat 
(predominantly just for spawning) 
represents a minor fraction of the total 
accessible spatial structure. Summer- 
run steelhead was voted to have a 
higher risk than the DPS range-wide, but 
given that summer-run steelhead did 
not meet the agency’s criteria to be 
considered significant and a valid 
portion, this grouping is not considered 
an SPR. 

Finally, winter-run populations are 
the most numerous and widespread 
portion of the DPS. The status of the 
winter-run component is determinative 
of the rangewide status of the DPS and 
is therefore not a valid SPR. We 
conclude that there are no portions of 
the DPS’s range that are both significant 
and at higher risk of extinction than the 
DPS as a whole. 

Final Determination 

Section 4(b)(1) of the ESA requires 
that we make listing determinations 
based solely on the best scientific and 
commercial data available after 
conducting a review of the status of the 
species and taking into account those 
efforts, if any, being made by any State 
or foreign nation, or political 
subdivisions thereof, to protect and 
conserve the species. We have 
independently reviewed the best 
available scientific and commercial 
information, including references cited 
in the petition, public comments 
submitted on the 90-day finding (88 FR 
8774; February 10, 2023), the status 
review report, and information provided 
by co-managers, and we have consulted 
with species experts and individuals 
familiar with steelhead. 

Based on the foregoing information, 
we determine OP steelhead do not 
warrant listing at this time. Primary 
factors leading to this conclusion 
include: habitat quality and 
connectivity are generally good within 
the DPS and are benefitting from 
ongoing restoration efforts; spatial 
distribution is good; State and Tribal co- 
managers have implemented improved 
harvest and hatchery practices and 
reduced harvest significantly in recent 
years; abundance trends suggest 
declining populations, but the response 
to recent management actions has yet to 
be seen; and while environmental 
variation is expected to have some 
negative impacts on the DPS, there 
could also be positive impacts while the 
precise localized effects are unclear. 
Additionally, we did not identify any 
portions of the DPS that were both 
significant and facing a higher level of 
extinction risk than the DPS rangewide. 
Therefore, we determine listing is not 
warranted. NMFS intends to continue to 
monitor the status of the OP steelhead 
DPS and work closely with the State 
and Tribal co-managers. 

References 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT). 

Authority 
The authority for this action is the 

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Samuel D. Rauch, III, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
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SUMMARY: NMFS closes the Angling 
category southern area fishery for large 
medium and giant (‘‘trophy’’ (i.e., 
measuring 73 inches (185 centimeters 
(cm)) curved fork length or greater)) 
Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT). This action 
applies to Highly Migratory Species 
(HMS) Angling and HMS Charter/ 
Headboat permitted vessels when 
fishing recreationally. 
DATES: Effective 11:30 p.m., local time, 
January 13, 2026, through December 31, 
2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Larry Redd, Jr., larry.redd@noaa.gov, or 
Ann Williamson, ann.williamson@
noaa.gov, by email, or by phone at 301– 
427–8503. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Atlantic 
BFT fisheries are managed under the 
2006 Consolidated Highly Migratory 
Species Fishery Management Plan (HMS 
FMP) and its amendments, pursuant to 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act; 16 U.S.C. 1801 
et seq.) and consistent with the Atlantic 
Tunas Convention Act (ATCA; 16 U.S.C. 
971 et seq.). ATCA is the implementing 
statute for binding recommendations of 
the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). 
The HMS FMP and its amendments are 
implemented by regulations at 50 CFR 
part 635. Section 635.27(a) divides the 
U.S. BFT quota, established by ICCAT 
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and as implemented by the United 
States among the various domestic 
fishing categories, per the allocations 
established in the HMS FMP and its 
amendments. NMFS is required under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act at 16 U.S.C. 
1854(g)(1)(D) to provide U.S. fishing 
vessels with a reasonable opportunity to 
harvest quotas under relevant 
international fishery agreements such as 
the ICCAT Convention, which is 
implemented domestically pursuant to 
ATCA. 

Under § 635.28(a)(1), NMFS files a 
closure notice with the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication when a 
BFT quota (or subquota) is reached or is 
projected to be reached. Retaining, 
possessing, or landing BFT under that 
quota category is prohibited on and after 
the effective date and time of a closure 
notice for that category, for the 
remainder of the fishing year, until the 
opening of the subsequent quota period 
or until such date as specified. 

Every year, the BFT fishing year starts 
on January 1 and ends on December 31. 
The Angling category opens on January 
1 and continues through December 31 or 
until the applicable quota or subquota is 
reached or projected to be reached, 
whichever comes first. As described in 
§ 635.27(a), the current baseline U.S. 
BFT quota is 1,316.14 metric tons (mt) 
(not including the 25 mt ICCAT 
allocated to the United States to account 
for bycatch of BFT in pelagic longline 
fisheries in the Northeast Distant Gear 
Restricted Area per § 635.27(a)(3)). The 
Angling category baseline quota is 297.4 
mt, of which 9.2 mt (3.1 percent of the 
annual Angling category quota) is sub- 
allocated for the harvest of large 
medium and giant (trophy) BFT by 
vessels fishing under the Angling 
category quota, with 2.3 mt (25 percent 
of the annual large medium and giant 
BFT Angling category quota) allocated 
for each of the following areas: north of 
42° N latitude (lat.) (the Gulf of Maine 
area); south of 42° N lat. and north of 
39°18′ N lat. (the southern New England 
area); south of 39°18′ N lat. and outside 
of the Gulf of America (the southern 
area); and the Gulf of America region. 
Trophy BFT measure 73 inches (185 cm) 
curved fork length or greater. This 
closure action applies to the southern 
area. 

Separate from this action, NMFS is 
working on a rulemaking that would 
implement the 2025 ICCAT 
recommendation (Recommendation 25– 
05) regarding western BFT management. 
Consistent with that recommendation, 
the separate rulemaking action would 
consider increasing the baseline U.S. 
BFT quota from 1,316.14 mt to 1,509.98 
mt and adjusting any subquotas as 

needed accordingly. In the next few 
months, NMFS expects to issue a 
proposed rule regarding the overall 
quota increase and resulting subquota 
calculations. Any final rule 
implementing ICCAT Recommendation 
25–05 would likely be effective in mid- 
2026 or later. 

Angling Category Trophy Bluefin Tuna 
Southern Area Fishery Closure 

Based on landings data from the 
NMFS Automated Catch Reporting 
System, as well as average catch rates 
and anticipated fishing conditions, 
NMFS has determined the Angling 
category southern area trophy BFT 
subquota has been reached and 
exceeded. Therefore, retaining, 
possessing, or landing large medium or 
giant (i.e., measuring 73 inches (185 cm) 
curved fork length or greater) BFT south 
of 39°18′ N lat. and outside of the Gulf 
of America by persons aboard HMS 
Angling and HMS Charter/Headboat 
permitted vessels (when fishing 
recreationally) must cease at 11:30 p.m. 
local time on January 13, 2026. This 
closure will remain effective through 
December 31, 2026. This action applies 
to HMS Angling and HMS Charter/ 
Headboat permitted vessels when 
fishing recreationally for BFT, and is 
taken consistent with the regulations at 
§ 635.28(a)(1). This action is intended to 
prevent further overharvest of the 
Angling category southern area trophy 
BFT subquota. The Angling category 
BFT trophy fisheries for the Gulf of 
America, Southern New England, and 
Gulf of Maine areas remain open. 

If needed to ensure available quotas or 
subquotas are not exceeded or to 
enhance fishing opportunities, 
subsequent Angling category 
adjustments or closures will be 
published in the Federal Register per 
§ 635.27(a)(7) and § 635.28(a)(1). 
Information regarding the Angling 
category fishery for Atlantic tunas, 
including daily retention limits for BFT 
measuring 27 inches (68.5 cm) to less 
than 73 inches (185 cm), and any further 
Angling category adjustments, is 
available at https://hmspermits.
noaa.gov. During a closure, fishermen 
aboard HMS Angling and HMS Charter/ 
Headboat permitted vessels when 
fishing recreationally may continue to 
catch and release (or tag and release) 
BFT of all sizes, subject to the 
requirements of the catch-and-release 
and tag-and-release programs at 
§ 635.26. All BFT that are released must 
be handled in a manner that will 
maximize survival, and without 
removing the fish from the water, 
consistent with requirements at 
§ 635.21(a)(1). For additional 

information on safe handling, see the 
‘‘Careful Catch and Release’’ brochure 
available at https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/resource/outreach-and- 
education/careful-catch-and-release- 
brochure/. 

Monitoring and Reporting 
NMFS will continue to monitor the 

BFT fisheries closely. Per § 635.5(c)(1), 
HMS Angling and HMS Charter/ 
Headboat permitted vessel owners are 
required to report the catch of all BFT 
retained or discarded dead, within 24 
hours of the landing(s) or end of each 
trip, by accessing https://
hmspermits.noaa.gov, using the HMS 
Catch Reporting app, or calling (888) 
872–8862 (Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.). 

Classification 
NMFS issues this action pursuant to 

section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1855(d)) and regulations 
at 50 CFR part 635, and this action is 
exempt from review under Executive 
Order 12866. 

The Assistant Administrator for 
NMFS (AA) finds that pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there is good cause to 
waive prior notice of, and an 
opportunity for public comment on, this 
action because it is impracticable and 
contrary to the public interest for the 
following reasons. Specifically, the 
regulations implementing the HMS FMP 
and its amendments provide for 
inseason retention limit adjustments 
and fishery closures to respond to the 
unpredictable nature of BFT availability 
on the fishing grounds, the migratory 
nature of this species, and the regional 
variations in the BFT fishery. Providing 
for prior notice and opportunity to 
comment is impracticable and contrary 
to the public interest as this fishery is 
currently underway and, based on the 
most recent landings information, the 
Angling category southern area trophy 
BFT fishery subquota has been reached 
and exceeded. Delaying this action 
could result in further excessive trophy 
BFT landings that may result in future 
potential quota reductions for the 
Angling category, depending on the 
magnitude of a potential Angling 
category overharvest. NMFS must close 
the southern area trophy BFT fishery 
before additional landings of these sizes 
of BFT occur. Taking this action does 
not raise conservation and management 
concerns, and would support effective 
management of the BFT fishery. NMFS 
notes that the public had an opportunity 
to comment on the underlying 
rulemakings that established the U.S. 
BFT quota and the inseason adjustment 
criteria. 
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For all of the above reasons, the AA 
also finds that pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
553(d), there is good cause to waive the 
30-day delay in effectiveness. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 1801 
et seq. 

Dated: January 12, 2026. 
Kelly Denit, 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–00580 Filed 1–12–26; 4:15 pm] 
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