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SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of
1995, the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) is proposing to renew an
information collection.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before January
28, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by one of the following methods:

= Internet: https://
www.regulations.gov. Search for and
submit comments on Docket No. USGS—
2025-0007.

» U.S. Mail: USGS, Information
Collections Clearance Officer, 12201
Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 159, Reston,
VA 20192.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michele Wolf by email at mwolf@
usgs.gov, or by telephone at (720) 326—
0284. Individuals in the United States
who are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing,
or have a speech disability may dial 711
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States. You also
may view the ICR at http://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the PRA of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) and 5 CFR
1320.8(d)(1), we provide the general
public and other Federal agencies with
an opportunity to comment on new,
proposed, revised, and continuing
collections of information. This helps us
assess the impact of our information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand our
information collection requirements and
provide the requested data in the
desired format.

A Federal Register notice with a 60-
day public comment period soliciting
comments on this collection of
information was published on July 23,
2025 (90 FR 34670). No comments were
received.

As part of our continuing effort to
reduce paperwork and respondent
burdens, we are again soliciting
comments from the public and other
Federal agencies on the proposed ICR
that is described below. We are
especially interested in public
comments addressing the following:

(1) Whether or not the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the
burden for this collection of
information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) How the agency might minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including using appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology, e.g., permitting electronic
submission of response.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. Before including your
address, phone number, email address,
or other personally identifiable
information (PII) in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your PII—may be
made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your PII from public review,
we cannot guarantee that we will be
able to do so.

Abstract: This notice concerns the
collection of information that is
sufficient and relevant to evaluate and
select proposals for funding under the
NGGDPP. We will accept proposals
from state geological surveys requesting
funds to inventory and assess the
condition of current collections and
data preservation needs. Financial
assistance will be awarded annually on
a competitive basis following the
evaluation and ranking of state
proposals by a review panel composed
of representatives from the U.S.
Department of the Interior, state
geological surveys, and academic
institutions. To submit a proposal,
respondents must complete a project
narrative and submit the application via
http://www.grants.gov. Grant recipients
must complete a final technical report at
the end of the project period. Narrative
and report guidance is available at the
NGGDPP website (NGGDPP Grants |
U.S. Geological Survey) or https://
www.grants.gov and https://
home.grantsolutions.gov.

Annual data preservation priorities
are provided in the Program
Announcement as guidance for
applicants to consider when submitting
proposals. Since its inception in 2007,
NGGDPP has awarded 46 states with
$32 million, which, when matched or
exceeded by the states, amounts to over
$64 million invested in the rescue and
preservation efforts. We will protect
information from respondents
considered proprietary under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C.

552) and implementing regulations (43
CFR part 2), and under regulations at 30
CFR 250.197, “Data and information to
be made available to the public or for
limited inspection.” Responses are
voluntary. No questions of a “‘sensitive”
nature are asked. We intend to release
the project abstracts and identify states
for awarded/funded projects only.

Title of Collection: National
Geological and Geophysical Data
Preservation Program (NGGDPP).

OMB Control Number: 1028—-0087.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: All
state geological surveys may apply for
NGGDPP grants.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Respondents: 35.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 70 (35 applications, 35 final
technical report submissions).

Estimated Completion Time per
Response: Grant application time
estimate is 80 hours; final technical
report completion time estimate is 10
hours.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 3,150.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain a benefit.

Frequency of Collection: Annually.

Total Estimated Annual Nonhour
Burden Cost: None.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor and a person is not required to
respond to a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

The authority for this action is the
PRA of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

Michele Wolf,

NGGDPP Science Advisor (acting).

[FR Doc. 2025-23888 Filed 12—23-25; 8:45 am]
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Receipt of Request for Authorization
To Re-Petition for Federal
Acknowledgment as an American
Indian Tribe

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Interior (Department) announces that
the group known as the Burt Lake Band
of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians (BLB)
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has submitted a request for
authorization to re-petition for Federal
acknowledgment as an American Indian
Tribe to the Office of Federal
Acknowledgment (OFA) under 25 CFR
part 83, subpart D. The Department
invites public comment and evidence
concerning the request.

DATES: Comments and evidence must be
postmarked by April 28, 2026.
ADDRESSES: The narrative portion of the
re-petition request, submitted by BLB
(with any redactions in accordance with
25 CFR 83.50(b)), is available at the OFA
website: www.bia.gov/as-ia/ofa.
Comments and evidence may be
submitted to: Department of the Interior,
Office of the Assistant Secretary—Indian
Affairs, Attention: Office of Federal
Acknowledgment, Mail Stop 4071 MIB,
1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC
20240, or by email to: Ofa_Info@bia.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Nikki Bass, OFA Director, Office of the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs,
Department of the Interior, by phone:
(202) 513-7650; or by email: Ofa_Info@
bia.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On March
21, 2025, the Department revised the
Federal acknowledgment regulations in
25 CFR part 83 to establish a conditional
and time-limited opportunity for
petitioners denied Federal
acknowledgment to request
authorization to re-petition.

On August 22, 2025, OFA received a
request for authorization to re-petition
from BLB, in accordance with 25 CFR
83.50. This group has been assigned
Petition Number R002.

The contact information for BLB is
Bart T. Stupak, 600 Massachusetts
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20004.

Under 25 CFR 83.51(b)(1), OFA
publishes on its website the following:

i. The narrative portion of the request
for authorization to re-petition, as
submitted by the petitioner (with any
redactions appropriate under 25 CFR
83.50(b));

ii. The name, location, and mailing
address of the petitioner and other
information to identify the entity;

iii. The date of receipt;

iv. The opportunity for individuals
and entities to submit comments and
evidence supporting or opposing the
petitioner’s request for acknowledgment
within 120 days of this notice of the
request; and

v. The opportunity for individuals
and entities to request to be kept
informed of general actions regarding
the petitioner.

Authority

The Department publishes this notice
and request for comment in the exercise

of authority delegated by the Secretary
of the Interior to the Assistant
Secretary—Indian Affairs by
Department Manual part 209, chapter 8.

William Henry Kirkland III,

Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2025-23904 Filed 12-23-25; 8:45 am]
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Request for Nominations for Bureau of
Indian Education Advisory Board for
Exceptional Children

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior

ACTION: Notice of request for
nominations.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs
is seeking nominations for individuals
to be considered for appointment to the
Advisory Board for Exceptional
Children (Advisory Board). There will
be five positions available to serve
specifically in the areas of: Indian
persons with disabilities; Teachers of
children with disabilities; State
education officials; Local Education
Officials; State Interagency Coordinating
Councils under Section 641 of the Act
in States having Indian reservations;
and Tribal representatives or tribal
organization representatives. Advisory
Board members shall serve a staggered
term of two years or three years from the
date of their appointment. The BIE will
consider nominations received in
response to this request for
nominations, as well as other sources.
The SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
section of this notice provides
committee and membership criteria.
DATES: Please submit nominations by
February 27, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations
to Ms. Jennifer Davis, Designated
Federal Officer (DFO), Bureau of Indian
Education, Division of Performance and
Accountability, 2600 N Central Ave.,
Suite 800, Phoenix, AZ 85004, or Fax to
(602) 265—0293 or email to
jennifer.davis@bie.edu.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Davis, DFO, at Telephone (202)
860-7845; or email jennifer.davis@
bie.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Board was established in
accordance with the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. Ch. 10. The

following provides information about
the Committee, the membership, and
the nomination process.

1. Objective and Duties

(a) Members of the Advisory Board
will provide guidance, advice and
recommendations with respect to
special education and related services
for children with disabilities in BIE
funded schools in accordance with the
requirements of IDEA.

(b) The Advisory Board will: (1)
Provide advice and recommendations
for the coordination of services within
the BIE and with other local, State and
Federal agencies; (2) Provide advice and
recommendations on a broad range of
policy issues dealing with the provision
of educational services to American
Indian children with disabilities; (3)
Serve as advocates for American Indian
students with special education needs
by providing advice and
recommendations regarding best
practices, effective program
coordination strategies, and
recommendations for improved
educational programming; (4) Provide
advice and recommendations for the
preparation of information required to
be submitted to the Secretary of
Education under 20 U.S.C. 1411 (h)(2);
(5) Provide advice and recommend
policies concerning effective inter/intra
agency collaboration, including
modifications to regulations, and the
elimination of barriers to inter- and
intra-agency programs and activities;
and (6) Will report and direct all
correspondence to the Assistant
Secretary—Indian Affairs through the
Director, BIE with a courtesy copy to the
Designated Federal Officer (DFO).

2. Membership

(a) Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1411(h)(6),
the Advisory Board will be composed of
up to fifteen individuals involved in or
concerned with the education and
provision of services to American
Indian infants, toddlers, children, and
youth with disabilities. The Advisory
Board composition will reflect a broad
range of viewpoints and will include at
least one member representing each of
the following interests: American
Indians with disabilities; teachers of
children with disabilities; American
Indian parents or guardians of children
with disabilities; service providers; state
education officials; local education
officials; state interagency coordinating
councils (for states having Indian
reservations); tribal representatives or
tribal organization representatives; and
other members representing the various
divisions and entities of the BIE.
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