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low growing, subgroup 13–07G, except 
cranberry at 0.07 ppm; celtuce at 0.02 
ppm; cottonseed subgroup 20C at 0.02 
ppm; cranberry at 0.02 ppm; fennel, 
Florence, fresh leaves and stalk at 0.02 
ppm; fig, dried at 0.46 ppm; fig at 0.02 
ppm; guava at 0.02 ppm; lychee at 0.02 
ppm; leaf petiole vegetable subgroup 
22B at 0.02 ppm; pulses, dried shelled 
bean, except soybean, subgroup 6–22E 
at 0.07 ppm; pulses, dried shelled pea 
subgroup 6–22F at 0.07 ppm; stevia, 
fresh leaves at 0.03 ppm; stevia dried 
leaves at 0.15 ppm; sugar apple at 0.02 
ppm; Swiss chard at 0.02 ppm; 
vegetable soybean, edible podded at 
0.02 ppm; and vegetable soybean, 
succulent shelled at 0.02 ppm. 
Compliance with the tolerance levels 
specified is to be determined by 
measuring only flumioxazin. Practical 
analytical methods for detecting and 
measuring levels of flumioxazin have 
been developed and validated in/on all 
appropriate agricultural commodities 
and respective processing fractions. 
Contact: RD. 

• PP 5E9168. (EPA–HQ–OPP–2025– 
0148). Interregional Research Project 
Number 4 (IR–4), IR–4 Project 
Headquarters, North Carolina State 
University, 1730 Varsity Drive, Venture 
IV, Suite 210, Raleigh, NC 27606, 
requests to establish a tolerance in 40 
CFR 180.300 for combined residues of 
the plant regulator ethephon [(2- 
chloroethyl) phosphonic acid] in or on 
fig at 0.02 parts per million. An 
acceptable analytical method is 
available for enforcement purposes. 
Contact: RD. 

• PP 5E9173. (EPA–HQ–OPP–2025– 
0184). Interregional Research Project 
Number 4 (IR–4), IR–4 Project 
Headquarters, North Carolina State 
University, 1730 Varsity Drive, Venture 
IV, Suite 210, Raleigh, NC 27606, 
requests to establish tolerances in 40 
CFR 180.697 for residues of the 
fungicide flutianil, including its 
metabolites and degradates, in or on the 
following commodities: Brassica leafy 
greens subgroup 4–16B at 6 parts per 
million (ppm); hop, dried cones at 6 
ppm; lettuce, head at 1.5 ppm, lettuce, 
leaf at 4 ppm and peach subgroup 12– 
12B at 0.3 ppm; and vegetable, fruiting, 
group 8–10 at 0.3 ppm. Compliance 
with the tolerance levels specified is to 
be determined by measuring only 
flutianil, (2Z)-2-[2-fluoro-5- 
(trifluoromethyl) phenyl] sulfanyl-2-[3- 
(2-methoxyphenyl) thiazolidin-2- 
ylidene] acetonitrile in or on the listed 
commodities. The residue analytical 
methods have been adequately validated 
and are acceptable for data collection 
and enforcement purposes. Contact: RD. 

• PP 5E9187. (EPA–HQ–OPP–2025– 
1840). Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC., 
P.O. Box 18300, Greensboro, NC 27419– 
8300, requests to establish a tolerance in 
40 CFR part 180 for residues of the 
fungicide pydiflumetofen in or on 
banana, whole fruit at 0.4 parts per 
million (ppm). The analytical method 
GRM061.03A is used to measure and 
evaluate the chemical pydiflumetofen. 
Contact: RD. 

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 346a. 

Dated: December 4, 2025. 
Edward Messina, 
Director, Office of Pesticide Programs. 
[FR Doc. 2025–22937 Filed 12–15–25; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of availability of 
proposed fishery management plan 
amendment; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(Council) submitted amendment 36 to 
the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery 
Management Plan (Groundfish FMP) to 
the Secretary of Commerce for review. If 
approved, amendment 36 would add 
flexibility to gear endorsements for 
limited entry fixed gear (LEFG) permit 
owners and remove the base permit 
designation of LEFG permits. 
Amendment 36 would also update 
language regarding LEFG and open 
access (OA) allocations related to 
amendment 6 to the Groundfish FMP. 
Amendment 36 is part of a larger 
proposed rulemaking action for the 
LEFG fishery, which includes two 
additional action items, the removal of 
the start and end times (i.e., hours of the 
day) for the open dates of the primary 
tier season and the development of a 
cost recovery program for the LEFG 
fishery. Those action items do not 
require a plan amendment and, 

therefore, are not discussed in detail in 
this Notice of Availability (NOA). 
DATES: Comments on amendment 36 
must be received on or before February 
10, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on this document, identified by NOAA– 
NMFS–2025–0372, by the following 
method: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to 
https://www.regulations.gov and enter 
NOAA–NMFS–2025–0372 in the Search 
box. Click on the ‘‘Comment’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/ 
A’’ in the required fields if you wish to 
remain anonymous). 

Electronic copies of proposed 
amendment 36 and the draft analysis 
(the Analysis) prepared for this action 
may be obtained from https://
www.regulations.gov and the NMFS 
West Coast Region website at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/region/west- 
coast. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Megan Mackey, 206–526–6140, 
megan.mackey@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fisheries in the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) seaward 
of Washington, Oregon, and California 
under the Groundfish FMP. The Council 
prepared and NMFS implements the 
Groundfish FMP under the authority of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act), 16 U.S.C. 1801 
et seq., and implementing regulations at 
50 CFR parts 600 and 660. The 
Magnuson-Stevens Act requires that 
each regional fishery management 
council submit any FMP or plan 
amendment it prepares to NMFS for 
review and approval, disapproval, or 
partial approval by the Secretary of 
Commerce. The Magnuson-Stevens Act 
also requires that NMFS, upon receiving 
an FMP or plan amendment, 
immediately publish a notice that the 
FMP or amendment is available for 
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1 https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2022/06/ 
limited-entry-fixed-gear-permit-stacking-program- 
review-june-2022.pdf/. 

public review and comment. This notice 
announces that the proposed 
amendment 36 to the Groundfish FMP 
is available for public review and 
comment. NMFS will consider the 
public comments received during the 
comment period described above in 
determining whether to approve, 
partially approve, or disapprove 
amendment 36 to the Groundfish FMP. 

Background 

The history of the LEFG program (or 
LEFG fishery) in the Pacific Coast 
groundfish fishery dates back to the 
1980s, and is detailed in Section 1.2 of 
the Analysis. In June 2022, the Council 
completed its second review of the 
LEFG fishery, with the adoption of the 
final report, 2022 LEFG Program 
Review,1 including its assessment of the 
fishery’s research and data needs and 
recommendations for program changes. 

In June 2023, the Council considered 
a series of potential new management 
measures for the fishery and provided 
guidance on the development of a range 
of alternatives (ROA) for these 
measures. The Council also 
recommended that these items be split 
into two rulemaking packages: (1) fixed 
gear marking and entanglement risk 
reduction, and (2) LEFG follow-on 
actions. The Council took final action 
on the fixed gear marking and 
entanglement risk reduction measures 
in June 2024, and the associated 
regulations are anticipated to be in place 
in 2026. 

In September 2023, the Council 
adopted a purpose and need and ROA 
for this proposed action for LEFG 
follow-on actions. At its March 2025 
meeting, the Council adopted a 
preliminary preferred alternative (PPA) 
for this action. The Council then 
adopted a final preferred alternative 
(FPA) in June 2025. 

The proposed LEFG follow-on action 
includes four action items. Only the first 
two actions require an FMP amendment 
to implement. For details on the 
remaining items, see the forthcoming 
proposed rule. The action items include: 

1. Adding flexibility to the LEFG 
permit gear endorsements, 

2. Removing the base permit 
designation of LEFG permits, 

3. Removing the start and end times 
(i.e., hours of the day) for the open dates 
of the primary tier season, and 

4. Developing a cost recovery program 
for the LEFG primary fishery. 

With regard to the first action item on 
flexibility for gear endorsements, the 

Council noted that the most recent 
LEFG fishery review illustrated 
changing and unpredictable ocean and 
market conditions, and an aging fleet, 
indicating a need to increase flexibility 
for LEFG participants to use their quota 
in the most efficient way possible and 
to encourage new participation in the 
fishery. The Council determined that 
this need could be met by allowing 
LEFG permitted vessels to use different 
legal non-trawl gear(s), besides the gear 
currently endorsed on their permit, to 
harvest their LEFG quotas, and that 
allowing such gear flexibility could 
increase efficiency as well as 
opportunities for LEFG sablefish tier 
vessels and participants to more fully 
utilize annual groundfish allocations. 

The Council considered a range of 
three action alternatives, with 
increasing levels of flexibility, for the 
proposed gear endorsement flexibility 
action item (see Section 2.1 of the 
Analysis). The first alternative would 
have allowed vessels registered to 
bottom longline-endorsed permits to 
also use slinky pots to harvest their 
quota. The second alternative would 
have broadened the flexibility by 
allowing an LEFG permit holder to use 
bottom longline or pot gear, including 
traditional and slinky pots. The third 
alternative, which is included in the 
FPA, would allow the most flexibility 
with respect to gear use, by creating a 
single LE non-trawl permit, under 
which vessels would be permitted to 
use any legal non-trawl groundfish gear 
to harvest their LE sablefish tier limits 
and groundfish trip limits, except for set 
nets or other entangling nets. This is 
currently allowed for vessels fishing in 
the directed OA sector and for vessels 
fishing individual fishing quota (IFQ) 
under the gear switching provisions of 
the Shorebased IFQ Program. Under the 
proposed amendment, all LEFG vessels 
would be allowed to use pot and bottom 
longline gears, and vertical hook-and- 
line or other legal non-trawl gear 
configurations, to harvest groundfish. 
This proposed action would also 
remove crossover provisions, currently 
applicable to the LE and OA sectors, in 
order to reduce regulatory and 
enforcement complexity. 

The FPA for the gear endorsement 
flexibility action item includes a 
suboption that was added following 
PPA that would exclude the use of 
entangling nets from the gears 
permitted. This suboption was included 
after the Council raised concerns about 
the potential for the expanded use of set 
nets within the LEFG fishery under this 
action, as then proposed. Set nets are 
defined under the broader category of 
‘‘entangling nets,’’ which also includes 

gillnets and trammel nets. Set nets are 
currently allowed in the OA groundfish 
fishery south of 38° North latitude (N 
lat.), but prohibited north of 38° N lat. 
(50 CFR 660.330(b)(2)(ii)). Under the 
FPA, without the suboption, LEFG 
vessels would have been able to use set 
nets. The suboption excludes the use of 
all entangling nets, including set nets, 
for the LE sector, under the new gear 
endorsement flexibility framework. 
There has been no record of directed 
groundfish vessels using set nets or 
other entangling nets to harvest 
groundfish off the U.S. West Coast (see 
Section 4.5.1 of the Analysis). 

The second action item included in 
proposed amendment 36 concerns the 
base permit designation of LEFG 
permits. The base permit designation 
was used to determine that at least one 
permit in a sablefish permit stack had a 
length endorsement that was long 
enough for the vessel. It was highlighted 
during the 2022 LEFG program review, 
however, that the requirement to 
designate a base permit is duplicative 
and unnecessary, and that the vessel 
length requirement is already covered 
by a separate regulation within 
§ 660.25(b)(3)(iii), subpart C. Therefore, 
the 2022 program review concluded that 
the base permit designation is not 
necessary to enforce the vessel length 
requirement, and the Council and 
NMFS found that the designation of a 
base permit for LEFG vessels creates an 
unnecessary administrative burden on 
fishery participants and NMFS staff (see 
Section 2.2 of the Analysis). This 
proposed action would therefore remove 
this requirement from the regulations. 

Overall, the action items included in 
this proposed FMP amendment would 
provide increased flexibility to 
participants in the LEFG fishery, while 
reducing administrative burdens. 

Proposed regulatory changes to 
establish the action items included in 
this proposed amendment will be 
presented in a forthcoming proposed 
rule. In terms of specific changes to the 
Groundfish FMP, amendment 36 would 
amend Chapters 6 and 11 of the 
Groundfish FMP to: 

• Change all references from ‘‘limited 
entry fixed gear’’ or references to LEFG 
and pot/longline endorsements to 
‘‘limited entry non-trawl’’ or LENT; 

• Remove base permit language; 
• Update language to reflect the 

Council has implemented a permit 
stacking program and link to 
appropriate regulations; 

• Remove outdated amendment 6 
language and references, including 
replacing references to LE and OA 
allocations with more general 
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statements on how the Council will 
consider opportunities for each sector; 

• Remove initial issuance criteria for 
LE permits and shift this information to 
Stock Assessment Fishery Evaluation 
(SAFE) or other documents; and 

• Remove references to permit 
endorsements that are no longer 
applicable to the groundfish fishery (i.e., 
‘‘B’’ endorsements and provisional ‘‘A’’ 
endorsements). 

NMFS welcomes comments on the 
proposed FMP amendment through the 
end of the comment period. A proposed 
rule to implement amendment 36 has 
been submitted for Secretarial review 
and approval. NMFS expects to publish 
and request public review and comment 
on proposed regulations to implement 
amendment 36 in the near future. For 
public comments on the proposed rule 
to be considered in the approval or 
disapproval decision on amendment 36, 
those comments must be received by the 
end of the comment period on the 
proposed amendment. All comments 
received by the end of the comment 
period for the amendment, whether 
specifically directed to the amendment 
or the proposed rule, will be considered 
in the approval/disapproval decision. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: December 11, 2025. 
Kelly Denit, 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–22948 Filed 12–15–25; 8:45 am] 
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comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS proposes 2026 and 
2027 harvest specifications, 
apportionments, and Pacific halibut 
prohibited species catch limits for the 
groundfish fishery of the Gulf of Alaska 
(GOA). This action is necessary to 

establish harvest limits for groundfish 
during the 2026 and 2027 fishing years 
and to accomplish the goals and 
objectives of the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 
Alaska (FMP). The final 2026 harvest 
specifications will supersede those 
previously set in the final 2025 and 
2026 harvest specifications, and the 
2027 harvest specifications will be 
superseded in early 2027 when the final 
2027 and 2028 harvest specifications are 
published. The final 2026 and 2027 
harvest specifications will be effective 
for one year from the publication of the 
final rule implementing those 
specifications, which is anticipated to 
publish in March 2026. The intended 
effect of this action is to conserve and 
manage the groundfish resources in the 
GOA in accordance with the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens 
Act). 

DATES: Comments must be received by 
January 5, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: A plain language summary 
of this proposed rule is available at 
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/ 
NOAA-NMFS-2025-1164. You may 
submit comments on this document, 
identified by NOAA–NMFS–2025–1164 
by any of the following methods: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to 
https://www.regulations.gov and enter 
NOAA–NMFS–2025–1164 in the Search 
box. Click on the ‘‘Comment’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

• Mail: Submit written comments to 
Gretchen Harrington, Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, Alaska Region NMFS. Mail 
comments to P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, 
AK 99802–1668. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/ 
A’’ in the required fields if you wish to 
remain anonymous). 

Electronic copies of the Alaska 
Groundfish Harvest Specifications Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (Final 
EIS), Record of Decision (ROD) for the 

Final EIS, and the annual 
Supplementary Information Reports 
(SIR) to the Final EIS prepared for this 
action are available from https://
www.regulations.gov. An updated 2026 
SIR for the final 2026 and 2027 harvest 
specifications will be available from the 
same source. The final 2024 Stock 
Assessment and Fishery Evaluation 
(SAFE) report for the groundfish 
resources of the GOA, dated December 
2024, is available from the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council (Council) 
at 1007 West Third, Suite 400, 
Anchorage, AK 99501–2252, phone 
907–271–2809, or from the Council’s 
website at: https://www.npfmc.org. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Abby Jahn, 907–586–7228. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the GOA groundfish fisheries 
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of 
the GOA under the FMP. The Council 
prepared and recommended the FMP 
under the authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1801, et seq.). 
Regulations governing U.S. fisheries and 
implementing the FMP appear at 50 
CFR parts 600, 679, and 680. 

The FMP and its implementing 
regulations require that NMFS, after 
consultation with the Council, specify 
the total allowable catch (TAC) for each 
target species, the sum of which must be 
within the optimum yield (OY) range of 
116,000 to 800,000 metric tons (mt) 
(§§ 679.20(a)(1)(i)(B) and 679.20(a)(2)). 
Section 679.20(c)(1) further requires 
NMFS to publish and solicit public 
comment on proposed annual TACs and 
apportionments thereof for each target 
species, Pacific halibut prohibited 
species catch (PSC) limits, and seasonal 
allowances of pollock and Pacific cod. 
The proposed harvest specifications in 
tables 1 through 19 of this proposed rule 
would satisfy these requirements once 
finalized through a final rulemaking. 
For 2026 and 2027, the sum of the 
proposed TAC amounts is 464,741 mt. 

Under § 679.20(c)(3), NMFS will 
publish the final 2026 and 2027 harvest 
specifications after: (1) considering 
comments received within the comment 
period (see DATES); (2) consulting with 
the Council at its December 2025 
meeting; (3) considering information 
presented in the 2026 SIR to the Final 
EIS that assesses the need to prepare a 
Supplemental EIS (see ADDRESSES); and 
(4) considering information presented in 
the final 2024 SAFE report, including 
the Ecosystem Status Report (ESR) for 
the GOA. The final 2026 and 2027 
harvest specifications will be effective 
for one year from the publication of the 
final rule implementing those 
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