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Notices

Federal Register
Vol. 90, No. 201

Tuesday, October 21, 2025

This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity;
Notice of Meeting

AGENCY: National Advisory Committee
on Institutional Quality and Integrity,
Office of Postsecondary Education, U.S.
Department of Education.

ACTION: Notice. Change to meeting date.

SUMMARY: The Department of Education
announced in the Federal Register on
September 17, 2025, that it would host
a meeting of the National Advisory
Committee on Institutional Quality and
Integrity (NACIQI or Committee) on
October 21, 2025. In this notice, the
Department announces a change in the
meeting date to December 16, 2025,
because of the current lapse in
appropriations. This notice sets forth
the agenda, time, and instructions to
access or participate in the NACIQI
meeting on December 16, 2025, and
provides information to members of the
public regarding the meeting and how to
make a request to submit written or oral
comments. Committee members will
meet in person. Agency representatives
have the option to meet in person or
virtually, and public attendees can
participate virtually. Like the September
17, 2025, announcement, this meeting
notice is required under the Federal
Advisory Committee Act and the Higher
Education Act (HEA).

DATES: The NACIQI meeting will be
held on December 16, 2025, from 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Public
attendees can register to participate
virtually at the following link: https://
cvent.me/GOMz1Q.

ADDRESSES: U.S. Department of
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW,
Barnard Auditorium, Washington, DC
20202. Only NACIQI members,
accrediting agency representatives, and
Department of Education staff will
participate in the meeting at this
address. Public attendees can register to

participate virtually at the following
link: https://cvent.me/GOMz1Q.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George Alan Smith, Executive Director/
Designated Federal Official (DFO),
NACIQI, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20202, telephone: (202) 453-7757, or
email: George.Alan.Smith@ed.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Statutory Authority and Function:
NACIQI is established under Section
114 of the HEA (20 U.S.C. 1011c).
NACIQI advises the Secretary of
Education with respect to:

o The establishment and enforcement
of the standards of accrediting agencies
or associations under subpart 2, part H,
Title IV of the HEA, as amended;

¢ The recognition of specific
accrediting agencies or associations;

o The preparation and publication of
the list of nationally recognized
accrediting agencies and associations;

o The eligibility and certification
process for institutions of higher
education under Title IV of the HEA,
together with recommendations for
improvement in such process;

e The relationship between (1)
accreditation of institutions of higher
education and the certification and
eligibility of such institutions, and (2)
State licensing responsibilities with
respect to such institutions; and

e Any other advisory function
relating to accreditation and
institutional eligibility that the
Secretary of Education may prescribe by
regulation.

Meeting Agenda

The purpose of the meeting is to elect
a committee chairperson, to share the
Administration’s higher education
policy priorities, and to conduct a
review of compliance reports submitted
by five accrediting agencies.

Election of a Committee Chairperson

The Designated Federal Official (DFO)
will facilitate the election of a
chairperson.

Administration Policy Update

The Under Secretary will share
updates on the Administration’s higher
education policy priorities.

Compliance Reports

1. Accreditation Commission for
Midwifery Education. Scope of

Recognition: The accreditation and pre-
accreditation of basic certificate, basic
graduate nurse-midwifery, direct entry
midwifery, and pre-certification nurse-
midwifery education programs,
including those programs that offer
distance education. Geographic area of
accrediting activities: The United States.
The compliance report includes
findings of noncompliance with certain
criteria in 34 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Part 602 identified in
the May 31, 2023, letter from the Senior
Department Official (SDO) following the
February 28, 2023, NACIQI meeting.
The SDO letter is available under
“NACIQI Meeting Date 2/28/2023”, at
https://surveys.ope.ed.gov/erecognition/
#/public-documents.

2. American Physical Therapy
Association, Commission on
Accreditation in Physical Therapy.
Scope of Recognition: The accreditation
and pre-accreditation (‘‘Candidate for
Accreditation”) in the United States of
physical therapist education programs
leading to the first professional degree at
the master’s or doctoral level and
physical therapist assistant education
programs at the associate degree level
and for its accreditation of such
programs offered via distance education.
Geographic area of accrediting activities:
The United States. The compliance
report includes findings of
noncompliance with certain criteria in
34 CFR part 602 at https://www.ecfr.gov/
current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-VI/
part-602 identified in the May 31, 2023,
letter from the SDO following the
February 28, 2023, NACIQI meeting.
The SDO letter is available under
“NACIQI Meeting Date 2/28/2023”, at
https://surveys.ope.ed.gov/erecognition/
#/public-documents.

3. Middle States Commission on
Higher Education. Scope of Recognition:
The accreditation and pre-accreditation
(“Candidacy status”) of institutions of
higher education including distance,
correspondence education programs and
direct assessment programs offered at
those institutions. Recognition extends
to the Executive Committee to act on
behalf of the Commission as necessary
on cases of initial, reaffirmed, and
continued candidacy or initial,
reaffirmed and continued accreditation.
Geographic Area of Accrediting
Activities: The United States. The
compliance report includes findings of
noncompliance with certain criteria in
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34 CFR part 602 at https://www.ecfr.gov/
current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-VI1/
part-602 identified in the May 31, 2023,
letter from the SDO following the
February 28, 2023, NACIQI meeting.
The SDO letter is available under
“NACIQI Meeting Date 2/28/2023”, at
https://surveys.ope.ed.gov/erecognition/
#/public-documents.

4. New England Commission of
Higher Education. Scope of Recognition:
The accreditation and pre-accreditation
(“Candidacy status”) of institutions of
higher education including the
accreditation of programs offered via
distance education and direct
assessment within those institutions.
Jointly with the Commission, this
recognition extends to its Executive
Committee and also to the Appeals
Body for decisions related to the appeal
of denial or withdrawal of candidacy;
probation; and denial or withdrawal of
accreditation. Geographic Area of
Accrediting Activities: The United
States. The compliance report includes
findings of noncompliance with certain
criteria in 34 CFR part 602 at https://
www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/
chapter-VI/part-602identified in the
May 31, 2023, letter from the SDO
following the February 28, 2023,
NACIQI meeting. The SDO letter is
available under “NACIQI Meeting Date
2/28/2023”, at https://
surveys.ope.ed.gov/erecognition/#/
public-documents.

5. Western Association of Schools and
Colleges. Scope of Recognition: The
accreditation and pre-accreditation
(“Candidate for Accreditation”) of
institutions of higher education that
offer the baccalaureate degree or above,
including distance education programs
offered at those institutions. Geographic
area of accrediting activities: The United
States. The compliance report includes
findings of noncompliance with certain
criteria in 34 CFR part 602 at https://
www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/
chapter-VI/part-602identified in the
May 31, 2023, letter from the SDO
following the February 28, 2023,
NACIQI meeting. The SDO letter is
available under “NACIQI Meeting Date
2/28/2023”, at https://
surveys.ope.ed.gov/erecognition/#/
public-documents.

To ensure sufficient time for all
agency reviews, including NACIQI
questions and discussion, the
Department requests that the agencies
limit their opening statements to 10
minutes (total for one or more
statements), and that the agencies avoid
extended discussions about agency
representatives and their backgrounds.
Following the brief opening statement,
the agency’s presentation should focus

on the regulatory criteria, and in
particular, responses to areas where the
staff has recommended a finding of
noncompliance or substantial
compliance, or where other concerns
have been raised that the agency would
like to address. However, the agency
should expect that questions from
NACIQI members may focus on other
areas.

Instructions for Accessing the Meeting
Registration: You may register for the
meeting on your computer using the
link below. After you register, you will
receive a confirmation email containing
personalized participation links for the
meeting no later than 8:30 a.m. Eastern
Standard Time on December 16, 2025.

Registration Link: https://cvent.me/
GOMz1Q.

Public Comment

Submission of requests to make an
oral comment regarding a specific
accrediting agency under review, or to
make an oral comment or written
statement regarding other issues within
the scope of NACIQI's authority:

Opportunity to submit a written
statement regarding a specific
accrediting agency under review was
solicited by a previous Federal Register
notice published on April 24, 2024 (89
FR 31171; Document Number 2024—
08770). The period for submission of
such statements is now closed.
Additional written statements regarding
a specific accrediting agency or state
approval agency under review will not
be accepted at this time. However,
members of the public may submit
written statements regarding other
issues within the scope of NACIQI’s
authority, as outlined under Section 114
of the HEA (20 U.S.C. 1011c).

Members of the public may make oral
comments regarding a specific
accrediting agency under review and/or
other issues within the scope of
NACIQI’s authority. Oral comments may
not exceed three minutes. Oral
comments about an agency’s recognition
when a compliance report has been
required by the SDO or the Secretary
must relate to the criteria for recognition
cited in the SDQ’s letter that requested
the report, or in the Secretary’s appeal
decision, if any. Oral comments about
an agency seeking expansion of scope
must be directed to the agency’s ability
to serve as a recognized accrediting
agency with respect to the kinds of
institutions or programs requested to be
added. Oral comments about the
renewal of an agency’s recognition must
relate to its compliance with the criteria
for the Recognition of Accrediting
Agencies, which are available at https://

www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/
chapter-VI/part-6027toc=1.

Instructions on Requesting to Make
Public Comment: To request to make
oral comments of three minutes or less
or to submit a written statement to
NACIQI concerning its work outside of
a specific accrediting agency under
review during the meeting on December
16, 2025, please follow the instructions
below.

Submit an email to the
ThirdPartyComments@ed.gov mailbox.
Please do not send material directly to
NACIQI members. To be considered for
the current cycle review, written
statements and requests to make oral
comment must be received by December
8, 2025, and include the subject line
“Oral Comment Request: (agency
name),” “Oral Comment Request:
(subject)” or “Written Statement:
(subject).”” The email must include the
name(s), title, organization/affiliation,
mailing address, email address, and
telephone number, of the person(s)
submitting a written statement or
requesting to speak. All individuals
submitting an advance request in
accordance with this notice will be
afforded an opportunity to speak.

Access to Records of the Meeting: The
Department will post the official report
of the meeting on the NACIQI website
https://sites.ed.gov/naciqi/archive-of-
meetings/ within 90 days after the
meeting. In addition, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 1009, the public may request to
inspect records of the meeting at 400
Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, DG,
by emailing aslrecordsmanager@ed.gov
or by calling (202) 453-7415 to schedule
an appointment. The SDO’s (as defined
in 34 CFR 602.3 at https://www.ecfr.gov/
current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-VI/
part-602/subpart-A/section-602.3)
decisions, pursuant to 34 CFR 602.36
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/
subtitle-B/chapter-VI/part-602/subpart-
C/subject-group-ECFR21f0283b12d15ca/
section-602.36, associated with all
NACIQI meetings can be found at the
following website: https://
surveys.ope.ed.gov/erecognition/#/
public-documents.

Reasonable Accommodations: The
dial-in information and weblink access
to the meeting are accessible to
individuals with disabilities. If you will
need an auxiliary aid or service to
participate in the meeting (e.g.,
interpreting service, assistive listening
device, or materials in an alternate
format), notify the contact person listed
in this notice at least two weeks before
the scheduled meeting date. Although
we will attempt to meet a request
received after that date, we may not be
able to make available the requested
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auxiliary aid or service because of
insufficient time to arrange it.

Electronic Access to This Document:
The official version of this document is
the document published in the Federal
Register. Free internet access to the
official edition of the Federal Register
and the Code of Federal Regulations is
available via the Federal Digital System
at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys. At this site you
can view this document, as well as all
other documents of the Department
published in the Federal Register, in
text or Adobe Portable Document
Format (PDF). To use PDF, you must
have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is
available free at the site. You also may
access documents of the Department
published in the Federal Register by
using the article search feature at:
www.federalregister.gov. Specifically,
through the advanced search feature at
this site, you can limit your search to
documents published by the
Department.

Authority: Section 114 of the HEA of
1964, as amended (20 U.S.C. 1011c).

Christopher McCaghren,

Acting Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary
Education.

[FR Doc. 2025-19619 Filed 10-20-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT
INVESTMENT BOARD

Notice of Meeting of the Employee
Thrift Advisory Council

DATES: November 6, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.

ADDRESSES: Telephonic. Dial-in (listen
only) information: Number: 1-202-599-
1426, Code: 588 229 53#; or via web:
https://www.frtib.gov/.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James L. Kaplan, Director, Office of
External Affairs, (202) 864—7150.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
ETAC Meeting Agenda

1. Approval of the minutes of the May
28, 2025, Joint Board/ETAC
Meeting

2. Executive Director Remarks

. Office of Investments Report

4. Office of Participant Experience
Report

5. Office of Planning and Risk Report

6. Office of External Affairs Report

7. New Business

w

Written Statements: Pursuant to 41
CFR 102-3.105(j) and 102-3.140 and
section 10(a)(3) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, interested parties may
submit written statements in response to
the stated agenda of the meeting, or to

the Employee Thrift Advisory Council
(ETACQC), in general. Individuals may
submit their comments to
ETACComments@frtib.gov. Written
comments or statements received less
than 5 days before ETAC’s meeting may
not be provided to the Committee until
its next meeting.

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552b(e)(1).

Dated: October 17, 2025.
Dharmesh Vashee,

General Counsel, Federal Retirement Thrift
Investment Board.

[FR Doc. 2025-19610 Filed 10—-20-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE: P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Drug Enforcement Administration
[Docket No. 23-13]

Mert Kivanc, D.O.; Decision and Order

On November 28, 2022, the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA or
Government) issued an Order to Show
Cause (OSC) to Mert Kivanc, D.O., of
Dunn Loring, Virginia (Applicant).
Request for Final Agency Action
(RFAA), Exhibit (RFAAX) 2, at 1, 5. The
OSC proposed the denial of Applicant’s
application for DEA registration, Control
No. W22078481C, alleging that he
“materially falsified [his] application for
registration and because [his]
registration would be inconsistent with
the public interest.” * Id. at 1 (citing 21
U.S.C. 823(g)(1),2 824(a)(1), (a)(4)).

I. Procedural History

The OSC notified Applicant of his
right to request a hearing or to submit
a written statement while waiving the
right to a hearing, the procedures for
electing each option, and the
consequences for failing to elect either
option. RFAAX 2, at 4-5 (citing 21 CFR
1301.43).

On December 19, 2022, Applicant
timely requested a hearing and the case
was assigned to an Administrative Law
Judge (ALJ) who initiated prehearing
proceedings.? RFAAX 4. On February

1Because lack of state authority to handle
controlled substances provides a sufficient basis to
support denial of Applicant’s application for
registration under 21 U.S.C. 824(a)(3), the Agency
need not address the material falsification and
public interest allegations raised in the OSC.

2Effective December 2, 2022, the Medical
Marijuana and Cannabidiol Research Expansion
Act, Public Law 117-215, 136 Stat. 2257 (2022)
(Marijuana Research Amendments or MRA),
amended the Controlled Substances Act (CSA) and
other statutes. Relevant to this matter, the MRA
redesignated 21 U.S.C. 823(f), cited in the OSC, as
21 U.S.C. 823(g)(1).

3Based on the Government’s submissions in its
RFAA dated February 26, 2025, the Agency finds

16, 2023, the AL]J terminated
proceedings. RFAAX 8. The ALJ
terminated proceedings based in part 4
on Applicant’s noncompliance with the
ALJ’s orders, finding that Applicant’s
failure to comply with the ALJ’s
“numerous orders” to file a compliant
prehearing statement and an answer to
the OSC constituted an implied waiver
of his hearing request. See id. at 1-3
(noting that Applicant filed three
noncompliant prehearing statements);
see id. at 3 (“[Gliven that [Applicant]
has failed to file an answer, as required
by the [Order for Prehearing Statements]

. . [Applicant] is deemed to have
waived his right to a hearing . . .”); see
also RFAAX 4, at 4 (informing
Applicant in the Order for Prehearing
Statements that failure to timely file a
compliant prehearing statement ‘““may
resultin . . . a waiver of hearing and an
implied withdrawal of a request for
hearing”).

The ALJ’s termination of proceedings
on this basis was a reasonable exercise
of discretion. See 5 U.S.C. 556(c)
(granting the ALJ power to ‘“‘regulate the
course of the hearing” and “dispose of
procedural requests or similar matters”);
see also Robert L. Carter, D.D.S., 90 FR
9631, 9632 (2025) (finding the ALJ
“acted within his authority” and “did
not error in using his discretion to find
that Respondent’s failure to file a
compliant prehearing statement
amounted to an implied waiver of his
hearing request”); David H. Betat, M.D.,
87 FR 21175, 21176, 21180 (2022)
(deferring to the ALJ’s finding that the
registrant waived his right to a hearing
by failing to respond to the ALJ’s
orders); Care Point Pharmacy, Inc., 86
FR 40621, 40621 n.3 (2021) (“Agency
precedent is clear that the unwillingness
or inability of a party to comply with
the directives of the [ALJ] may support
an implied waiver of that party’s right
to a hearing.”) (internal quotations
removed and collecting cases).

II. Newly Raised Allegation of Lack of
State Authority

On February 26, 2025, the
Government submitted a Request for

that service of the OSC on Applicant was adequate.
Specifically, the Declaration from a DEA Group
Supervisor (GS) indicates that on November 30,
2022, GS served a copy of the OSC to Applicant’s
registered email address and that on December 3,
2022, a copy of the OSC was delivered to
Applicant’s registered mailing address. RFAAX 3, at
5-6. Applicant’s timely request for a hearing further
demonstrates that he had been properly served a
copy of the OSC. RFAAX 4, at 1.

4The ALJ also terminated proceedings based in
part on application of the default regulations.
RFAAX 8, at 3 (citing “DEA’s newly amended
regulations”). However, as discussed in more detail
below, see infra n.5, the default regulations were
not in effect when the OSC was issued.
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